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Names of Newspapers. 2 | > Place of Publication . - 


The Bombay Bombay Weekly 
Poona .. Do. 


d | Bombay Do. 
Karachi Chronicl | .| Karachi Do. 
K4thidwdr Times 3 ‘Rajkot | Dail 
pee rey Poona .., ‘eee. Weekly. ... 
Phenix ... ia Nes woe. owe archi Bi-weekly 
Quarterly Journal of the Poona Sarva- | sh : 
feat ee eee uarterly 
Railway Advocate eee} Hubli... - | eekly .... 
Sind Times’ 1 ' Kardchi Bi-weekly 


ANGLO-MaRATHI. 


The Din‘Bandhu _... ...| Bombay 
-, Dnydén Chakshu... ... . os] Poona ... 
Dnydénoday&i Bombay 
ndu Prakdsh ... * Do. 
Kémgér or Workman 3 Da. 
Mantri_... cee Poona... 
Native Opinion. ... . Bombay 
Prabhakar 2 its Do. 
Shri Saydji Vijay Baroda... 
Subodh: Patrika ... . Bombay 
Sudhdarak ... We. Ss Poona... 
Vartahar ... . Bombay 


MARATHI, 
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The Aram _... | Fortnightly 
» Arunodays ia oe Tha , Weekly ... 


A'ry4vart ... ‘iss Do. 
Belgaum Sam4char Do. 
Bhut owe eee , , 3 F ortnightly 


Chitragup C:: ‘ewe 
Daivadnya Mitr& 
Daivadnya Samachdér 
Dakhan Samachar ‘ae 
Dakshin Vritt ym 7 ece 
Deshakédlavartamén ‘ Sr 
Dhanada... ai : Fortnightly 
Dharwar Vritt . | Weekly ... 
a. eon 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Dail 
Thana... . 2 
Jagadaédarsh ... Do. 
eT hekchha P , Do. 
tsamachar Do. 
Do. 
3 Do. ' eee 
Keral KCokil | Monthly... 


Madatnis ... 
“Madhu Makshika 


cow 1756—2> 


ushan 
> BF aos Mitr’ ... eel ) 
99 Pen ‘Saméchaz eee eee ee@ eee 300 Sad 
80 ! Poona Vaibhav. eee | | eee Do. eee ese 1,800 : cee a ag 
Prabodh Chandrika 40 


eee Do, eee eee 
eee Do. eae eee 200 
eee Do. eee eee 25 : 


S 
» Sholapur Samichér aise ste «| SholApur eh ne ao : 375 \ 
b ) ] Shubh Suchak eee eee aot ee0 Sdtéra eee eee eee | Do. aoe 250 
99 Sudarshan ece eee eee eee Ahmednagar eee eee Do. eee eee 175 
dhdkar 


99 99 V : eee eee ese eee Malvan eee eee ‘Do. eee eee 125 

100 ? Vartahar vee eee eee eee eee Bombay ee’. eee Tri-weekly eee 750 

101 9 Vartdénidhi eee eee eee eee Poona ese tee ee Weekly eee eee 1,500 

- ven >. ‘es ee a oe ‘sl ate | te 
1 93 Vengurla Vritt eee eee eee eee engur eee eee . eee eee 25 
104 ” -Vichéri eee eee eee ose. eae Kérwéar ne Cees wee Do. den etek 700 
105 » Vidya Vildés 9 a “és ...| Kolh4pur aa eK eee aa 550 | 

106 ” | Vikshipta eee eee eee eee ees Bombay coe ca Do. , | 

Prakdsh 


4 108 - * Wallies Dny4n Vistér ... Re ...| Bombay — ... oi eae kos mY 


l 
550 
109 Vi ritiasér eee a ees ees eee eee Wai eee ees eee Weekly .. eee 400 
110° b>] " Vritt Sindhu see eee ees eee Kérwéar... eee eee Do. eee 
‘lll »  Vritt Sudha ove vee one } Satara ... coe = weet 3S Do, 110 


Wm) » 7 ke ee ta — tO a ee Oe 500 
: ANGLO-GUIJARA’TT. 


413 ‘| The Broach Samfchér < ae ...| Broach aa ove] Weekly sac. oss 200 

14 ‘ 99 Deshabhakta ece wa ees ees Baroda eee sb | Do. eee 
a = 115 » Gujaréti ... ae re so »»-| Dombay an ae mee i . 3,000 4 
- 116 »» Gujarat Mitré . se pees .e-| Surat ... se iodk RI hon ua 700 — : , 
| 117 Bari Sat a Samsher . fae Do. : Do. 


e | 99 Hindusthan eee eee eon esol Do. eee see Do. eee eoe 950 
a 120 93 Independent eee eee eee eee Do. eee ese Do. eee 3 500 | 
ee | : 121 9 Eaiser-e-Hind ece eee Do. eee Do. eee eee 2,700 : z 
fe 122 » Kathidwdr News... Ae as ...| Rajkot... coe , oes Bi-weekly ve 250 
123 | ,, Panch Mah4l Times ...  ... _ ...| Godhra ose hes] WOGREY, cae wk 
124 » Rast Goftér Bt ae a ...| BOM one ol Ee; eke ous 1,700 
125 » Shri Sayaji Vijaya ote uae oe pin peeks OM ees a 2,000 

Ie RO es nae a kD 200 


GuJARA’TI. 


The Ahmedabad Times 
» Ajab ics ie Ce so ...| Surat ... eee r-| Monthly... _... 400 
y 


33 eee eee eee pee. a) Do. eos ne 1,200 ; a 
131 9? Arajadar eee eee eve ove eee Baroda... eee eee W eek] - 500 eae 


Mee: 132 | ,  A'’ryé DharmPrakfésh ...  ... _ ...| Bombay sce => ose) MOONthIy... ie. 425 
Rec 133 ” Bhim Se eee ese —-—t—é eee coo] Do eco .| Daily eon ooo 1,200 
134 ” Bombay SamAchar and eee ees Do. eee spr ee Do. eee eee 3,100 
135 3 Broach M;tra ... an «>. ese| Broach Ss ye Weekl oo dee 150 


es 9 Chandra eee eos “eee ae ee. , eee eee es ‘Do. eee wes 3 | 200 
es 7 Chhatra: ti j ba | — eve bee eee 
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», Kéthidwér Times. .. «. 
99 Kelavni eee eee eee TY) eee 


9 Nure Elam eee “ae see 


9 Nydyadarshak vee see butnaeete 


99. Praja Mitra see eee eee eee 
9) Praja Pokér = ooo aes tee aes 


b) Stri Mitra Loire eee eee. ees. 
9? Surat Akhb4r eee eee eee eee 
» Svadesh Bandhu 0. 9 os. cue nee 
» Udichya Hitechchhu Patv&i  ... a... 
99 Vaishnava... oe eee eee ece 
93 Vishvadarshan eee see ees ee6 


ANGLO-Ka’NARESE. 
The Hubli Patra a ae 
ENGLIsH, MaRAtTHI AND KANARESE. 


The Karnétak Patri... 0.  s 
ye Réjahansa z eee eee eee 


KA’NARESE. 


The Chandroday’ BR a. ,, 
Karnitak Vaibhav eee eee eee 


» DokiBandhu ... 1. ws 
99 Lok& Mitra eee eee eee ee 
» Mayurpur Vaibhav... ... a. 
rT Rasik " jini eon eee eee eee 
» satya Vritt ee Wee abe ene 


, Widya Santen Patra .. ow... 
MARATHI AND Ka'NARESE. 
The Chandrika sie a ae ee 
» siddheshvar ae ae ae 
ENGLISH aXD HiInpl. 
The Pandit. ... —« mw eo ae 


Hinpi. 
The Shri Venkateshvar Samachar jee me 
URDU. 


The Aina-i-Hind as ‘i si es 
», Alam Aphroz Bambai ... “a. 
99 Azad Punch eee eee eee eee 
” | India Gazette - eee eee eee 
» Justice of the Peace  .. see ave 
» Makbul-e-Aalum — ses 
2? Munsif-i-Deccan x1) - e008 eee 
9 Muslim ‘Heraid eee ese eee eee 
» Naydr-i-Islam _,., cee F fee 

Punch Eahéiur ,,, ves 7 


Safir... eee eee 
. Sult4n-ul-Akhb4r... eee 


Hubli ... 
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Dharw4r 
Do. 


Do. 
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Do. 


Bégalkot 
Do. 
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Bombay 


Bombay 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
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Bombay 
; Do. 


o..| Bi-weekly 

-.-| Monthly ,.. 
oat a hee 
eee Fort i htly 
...| Bi-weekly - 
eee Weekly ae 
jad BR. Nae 
‘ee Do. sen 
eee Do. PYy) 
eee Do. eee 
je0e ‘Monthly eee 
coal. BAM... cic 
..| Weekly ... 


..:| Monthly ... 
...| Fortnightly 
-.| Weekly ,,, 
eee Do. cee 


eee Weekly ue 


wo] Weekly ... 


e0e0e 0. ese 


Weekly ... 


De eke 
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Do. eee 
Do. hil; 
Fortnightly 
Weekly ... 


Weekly ... 
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Weekly ... 
Weekly ... 


Monthly ... 
Tri-monthly 
Weekly ... 
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' Names of WN ors. 
% 


Eneuish, Maga’ anp GusaRa’TI. 


The Baroda Vatsal 


? * > +h j ‘ 


EncuisH, Mara’rat, Gusana’t1 
AND KONKANI. 


The Garibéncha Kaivéri (Amicus Pauperum) 


MaRra’rHi AND URDv. 


The Gulbarga Samachar Gulbarga 


* 


ANGLO-SINDI. 


The Lux... ‘ a Hyderabad (Sind) 
99 Prabhat eee | ~ Do. 


SINDI- 


ANGLO-PORTUGUESE. 


O Anglo-Lusitano 


PoRTUGUESE-KONKANI. 


Bee 1 OMe Nc : Bombay | Weekly | 1,200 
212 | The Luso-Concanim Do. Do. 550 


_ Notes.—A. The notices from the different Newspapers have been collected in the Report under different heads 
which are printed in italics. . vs 2 

B. The names of Newspapers are printed in the margin of the Report in italics, and the number of the News- 
paper in the above list is printed in brackets after the name. | 


©, The system of oe vows words followed by the Reporter is the same as that adopted in the 
Official Spelling List of the Bombay Presidency. One peculiar feature of this system is that wnen the long (a Sf 
or d) is the last letter of a word, the accent is left out, and the short a(S =u in gun) is, to prevent confusion, 
never placed at the end of a word, This rule has been strictly followed, except that when the short a appears to be 
absolutely necessary to complete the pronunciation of a word, asin Arunodaya or the well-known Mitra, it is printed 
with a mark over it to indicate that itisshort, thus--@, = 


D. The figures giving the circulation or number of copies published ‘of each newspaper and periodical as 
furnished by the proprietor, are not guaranteed as accurate, and in some instances must be regarded with caution. 


oli ond the Pai in 


1. We have redeived a copy of the’ 
elas ‘Didiia ‘Seas chandra addressed to’ the House of Commons from our 
ation ag OT lg ‘the bombay friends. ‘The points urged” in it are highly 
--Honse of Commonson Indian GOmmendable, and We “trast the enlightened House 
frontier policy and expendi- of Commons’ will acquiesce in the views submitted 
C4 ess ; hi eee for its consideration. “That the énormous cost of our 
oo eee ‘Deo. chs Ohronicte (6), transfrontier war should be borne by the British 
| Treasury is in every respect very rational, as the 
a wars are. sidebtain | in pursuance’ of the dictates of Imperial policy to 
cae achieve Imperial ends. India has abundant resources to meet her exigencies 

: and her treasury would always be filled to overflowing, but for the revolutionary 
changes in the policy of the Government of India. [Several other papers 
of the week approve of and. support the petition. ] 


2. In alluding to the- appointment of the new Famine Douiteics, the s 
Shri Saydji Vijay observes:—We humbly venture, - i 
Remarks in connection however, to observe that no amount of paper remedies - 
with the ensuing Famine Will suffice to strike at the root of the evils of famine 
Shri Saysje Vijay (125 5 to lighten the weight of distress arising from it. 
29th Dec, vie. cols. ‘What is really needed is an honest effort to ascertain 
the causes which press so heavily on the people on 
the occurrence of a famine, and then to adopt, so far as may be practicable, 
measures calculated to remove them. The present Commission will indeed 
prove a source of real blessing if it directs its attention to these points in how- 
soever slight a degree, rather than traverse the ground already’ gone over by its 
predecessor. If the assessments are reduced and adapted to the capacity of the 
soil and fixed in permanency, it is very likely that improved and extensive 
cultivation might enable the rayat to lay by something against bad seasons, and. 
one great source of the distress now experienced will disappear. 


3. It is a-relief to know that, after all, the Indian National Congress met 
at Amraoti. Mr. Shankaran Nair made an excellent 


Presidential address at the gpeech, which is a model of what a President’s speech 
thirteenth Indian National 


Congress held at Amraoti. 


—(Berars). 
Indu Prakésh (15), 27th 
Dec., Eng. cols. 


should be. His survey of events was wide and general. 
His address breathed the spirit of true. loyalty ; it 
gave expression to the real sentiments of ‘an educated 


Indian basing his loyalty on his firm belief in the 


_». justice of the Government and the goodness of the oe 
| : Queen-Empress, and expressing his views, in. no uncertain tone, regarding the - | 
ee 8 : defects of the administration. It is full of dignity, self-respect and statesman- 
od (eee ‘ship. He refers to the great events of this year, famine and plague, giving 
ed | praise where it is due and sparing none when blunders are committed. In oe 
oe his peroration he says:—‘“‘ We have no need to despair of our political : _ 

| future so long as we depend upon Great Britain, but let us at the same 3 
a time be alive to our duties and responsibilities, India expects great things 
from us; the whole civilized world is watching the changes coming over us: 
shall we be content to leave India as it is, or shall we go on and do all in our - 3 
power to lift it toa higher level? Years of subjection, nay, we.may even sa aay - ig 
servitude, have sapped the strength of the Indian nation, dwarfed its growt 4 
and stripped it of all that was grand and noble in it, and if India is ever to 
occupy a better position than she does at the present moment and take her 
proper place in the scale of nations, it must be entirely due to the zealous efforts 
of her educated and enlightened sons.” 


4 ‘The Native aristocracy, who hold thets tenements under sufferance of 
official | favour, are eacetul, if not cage eg axaiane | 


Are 
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a8 exists to the surface, that Government might take the necessary measures to 


_ stances we have. just.n werful deterrent upon 
well educated Natives: and ‘up journalism | as & oe 
and B,A.’s,”- who 5. 


ik 


in need ‘of a dozen 


on eek and every Occasion, respecti ‘the questions ‘before ee 
them. Amd these rabid attacks.of mofussil editors. are unfortunately too often 

- waistaken for ‘disloyalty, There'are of course some joumala, specially thosein 

the principal towns, which are edited by educated Natives and. some of which | : 

can stand com n with the best of their European contemporaries. It is, 

_ however, very: strange that even the best of these high class. journals are ye 
often charged with sedition. The monster of sedition ariel only in the i imagina- a | 
tion of Anglo-Indian editors and their brethren ‘in high offices, and it is strange 

: that ‘the 24 smen at ‘the helm should be so far ignorant of the temper 


. dhd character of tlie amt ‘of this country as to believe in the reality of the 


Pe ae od Be 2 
2 ‘ 


Shantom creation. ‘We doubt if British ‘statesmen will welcome a change 
en criticism to sullen silence, ° The Indian press, by bringing to the notice of 
overnment acts of injustice and high-handedness, helps to bring such discontent 


—temove it. The press can hardly be expected 1o tender this useful service to the 
. Government if it is tightly gagged. EVER Fe BG 


5. We are glad to learn that the Honourable. Mr. Gangadhar Madhavrao . 
~ ‘\Chitnavis of Nagpur has been again nominated .a 
se ns royal Pik he _Sppoint- ‘member of the Supreme Legislative Council. We 
G. M. Ohitnavis of thank the Government for choosing so worthy a repi 
Ragpor wo the a Supreme — rag peo oa ii ut a 2 ) 
ative Vounc ., Clumsy trick by whic 6 right of e 
- iain en kee pres dk which ite given to the. Central Preyinees 
sso has been taken away without the shadow of a defence ; 
for the retrograde movement. Mr. Chitnavis has again found a seat in the 
Council this year, not however by election by the people, but by nomination pure 
‘and simple. ‘The right man ‘is in the right place, butthe Central Provinceshave 
ost: the privilege that ‘was accorded them and ‘was ‘so well utilized by ‘them. | 


“What, we may ask, was the reason for this retrograde action ? 


“". 6, Owing to the dire calamities of plague, famine and sedition His 
Simin of ike Menke Excellency Lord Sandhurst has‘had no rést di 
Lord Sandhurst anda request the year 1897. Now as the year is‘about to close he 
to ‘His Lordship to relessethe has gone to Mahableshvar to enjoy a well-earned 
‘Natu brothers. ~ holiday. Our readersare aware how well His Excel- ge 
Indu” Prakdsh (15), 27th lency has from time to time discharged his public 
OM co te a duties and done gdéod to the people. For this His 
‘Lordship’s name ‘will undoubtedly be remenibered in India for ever. His 
' ‘Lordship is so clever an niliitiiiatrator that he is not heedless even of trifles. © 
‘So long His Lordship’s attention having been absorbed in several more important i; 
matters he might ‘not have had time to consider the case'of the Natus; but | 
now that he is relieved from anxiety on account of famine and such “other ae 
calamities; he should‘direct his attention to this small niatter and please his 
‘Hindu subjects by releasing the Natu brothers. We hope the cool atmosph 
of Mahableshvar will awaken sympathy in His Excelleney’s kind heart. 


s 4. We are glad to see that the. Bombay residenc: "Association . has 
ROLE “aa » wiigsoetal te 


o the local Government:on the 
sien Governient and detention of Be Natu = 1ers = sae a Poy an old 
_ the ben regulation. eae unds put forward by. the Ass 
Ig (18), ia tion in supportiof their prayer are, We a = 
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and ‘thus widening the breach between the rulers and the ruléd, ty 
bee , som atttiched and séiquestrated ‘by order of Governitiont 
pamyin Chaksiu 08) 29%: Hut we now Iéitn that the toveable property ‘ 
sto ‘be restored “tothe family. This is ‘calculated to 
inspire confidence in the public mind ‘about thé justice of the British Govern- 
ment and ‘will create a hope that proper justice will evéntually be done in the 


ase of Shrimant Balasdheb Natu. ae ts 
9. The Akhbdre I. — also ex pre r ap proval of the restoration by 
lage tiga Government of the moveable ‘property of the two 
pao are Tam (a0), Sis ‘Natu brothers to their family, and says that this act 
ay. 4 as, jas, Ot only shows the large-heartedness and impartiality 
(Of Government, but that it also affords an indication that the Natus will be set 
at liberty in-due course of time, ee ha 
10: The reply given to the Hono 


4 


urable Dr. Bhalchandra by Sir Charles 
_ Ollivant, that. the question of improving the position 
,, Replies to interpellationsat and prospects of Civil Assistant Surgeons was ocoupy- 
the toghinuve Goce ieee ing the consideration of Government, was indeed very 
- Ratt Goftar (124), 26th Satisfactory, Mr. Parekh’s question about the deport- 
 Dec., Eng. cols. . : 


‘ 7’ 7 


ation and incarceration of the Natu brothers elicited 
; ee one important fact from. His Excellency the Governor, 
viz., that these men were placed under restraint for reasons of State touching 
the security of a province of the Empire from internal commotion, thereby 


~deading the public to infer that they were not, after all, arrested and imprisoned 
in connection with the murders of Mr. Rand and Lieutenant Ayerst, as it was 
at one time generally believed. From the reply. of His Excellency: it. seems 
that the two brothers will not. be brought to trial. But the public voice is 
- against the incarceration of the men for-such a long time without. giving 
. dhem an opportunity to defend themselves. It.is now high time that Govern- 
ment should take the public into their confidence by stating why the Natu 


brothers have been dealt with under .an old and almost obsolete rule, and not 


‘under the recognised procedure of the Criminal Code. © ey ae 
“Ui As usual, the-questions were the most interesting part of the proceed. 
Lo Ings, and, as usual, the answers were most unsatisfac- 
_ Champion (2), 26th Dec. tory. OF course the mdst important question was that 
concerning the Natu brothers and their imprisonment. -The public. were on 
the tiptoe of expectation about this matter, but His Excellency Lord Sandhurst 
has not satisfied public curiosity, or rather public anxiety. The Government - 
have, it seems from the answer, no intention of putting these men on their 
‘trial, though there is a little hope held ont that they ‘will be released. Frankly, 
‘we are disappointed with Lord Sandhurst. We had hoped that he would 
take advantage of the opportunity offered by the question and take the public 
into his confidence. This he has not, and he his ‘signally failed in his duty as 
a Liberal statesman, His Excellency speaks of Caiternial commotion in ‘séme 
portion of the British dominion.’ Whatis meant by this? Does he mean 
Poona, and does he mean the ‘internal commotion’ causéd by the plague 
campaign when it was first commenced? If these ‘aré what he means, the 
there is not a man in India who will claim that they justified the Govérmyx 


¥ 


in the extraordinary step they took in imprisoning men without trial. Lord 
George Hamilton led us to understand that the Natus knew something of the 

Poona murders, and Lord Sandhurst, by implication, states they knew nothing. 
Then why are they kept in prison? | If the authorities havé made a mistake 
let them admit it, and the public, making allowances forthe difficulty of the 
position, and after the Natus have been compensated, will forget and fo ‘Sive, 
‘But if they persist in keeping men in prison witho : 
‘Hamilton is face to face with the Radical par 
be eee 
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Oliivant think that village school-masters. would not become good sanitary 
Village officers. Here he was contradicting himself. Speaking at the meeting 
of the Legislative Council in August last on village sanitation, he gave out as 
a declaration of his official faith in sanitation progressing with mass education. — 
Now, who could be better instructors in sanitation in villages than school 
amasters? And yet, curiously enough, Sir Charles thought they were not fit! 
Perhaps the recent senseless crusade against school-masters and professors, their 
teachings of history and so forth, has frightened the honourable member out 
of his wits ; otherwise we see no valid reason for the answer given. As to the 
plague expenditure, about which Mr, Chandavarkar put a question, the Gov- 
ernment was a bit embarrassed. It wriggled out of the query by replying that 
the question could not be answered at the present stage. Yes, how can it. 
be with a yawning deficit in the coming budget? How can they find expendi- 
ture to quell an internal physical foe while they are fighting with imaginary 
foes suspected of overturning India? It is satisfactory to notice the persistency 
with which the matter of the Insolvency Court Clerk is pursued from session 
to session. Vested interests die hard indeed, and here is an instance ofit. The 
Olerkship is doomed, but they are provokingly slow in bringing ‘it to its doom, 
As to the Poona punitive police, it is a mighty comfort indeed to be told that “ it 
is engaging the serious attention of Government,’’. which may be interpreted in 
popular language to mean that it is hung up till “ the unfortunate circum- 
stances ’’ of Poona, whatever they be, are at an end. Unfortunate Poonaites | 
We can only pity their plight and sympathize with them while there is the — 
additional burden of 24 lakhs on the shoulders of its municipality for plague 
expenditure. It is something to get even the smallest of small confession, as | 
Mr. Chandavarkar tried to extort from His Excellency, that some municipalities 
are embarrassed, but that they must bear their own burden of the plague expen- 
diture. True, but whence it is not stated, As to quarantine, the answer of His 
Excellency is clever enough, but not quite ingenuous. There is no direct and 
emphatic reply to the question why Europeans have been exempted from all 
examination, though he is obliged to admit that Government has no reason to 
make any racial distinction. Race distinction was made and His Excellency 
the Governor is obliged to admit that Government never meant it, though in 
practice it is a fact. This we take to be the plain meaning of Lord Sandhurst’s 
reply. Asto the Natus being brought to trial, perhaps Mr. Gokuldas could 
not. have expected, and for that matter the curious public, any other reply 
than the one vouchsafed by His Excellency. ‘ Reasons of State ’’ there must 
be, we all know. But what are they? And where, oh! where is the “civil 
commotion ”’ ?. 


18. While some oi oe replies to the interpellations were satisfactory, 

oe others were quite disappointing. ‘l'wo most important 
ane sate (115), 26th Dec, G yostions related to the continuance of the sihitive 
i police in Poona and the detention of the Natu brothers 
in jail without a trial. Coming as they do from a representative not of the 
~ Deccani Brahmins, they show thestate of public feeling even outside the Central 
Division. His Excellency seems to think from his reply that the public have 
forgotten the oft-quoted preamble to the Regulation of 1827. Requoting it is 


no justification for a course which the whole country thinks ought never to 
have been taken. cS 


14, We have nothing to say if Mr. Tilak is to be treated with vindictiveness. 


“Alleged cruelty of Govern- . 
ment in treating Tilak as an - 
-ordinary convict. 
~ Réjahansa (175), 22nd 


~Dec., Eng. cols. It appears that such o 
eo SS offenders in England. “What'p 
‘there be in treating such offenders similarly in India 
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15. Weare ioneny of to learn phat eit Tilak has -been peignel 
. ~ the irksome task of picking oakum in the jail. 
Hag wal, 09) 48th Peco How pitiable must be the state of mind of those 
| that can thus take delight in torturing a fallen 
man! Yes, torturing is the word that can adequately describe the action 
of the authorities who are responsible for the way in. which Mr. Tilak is 
being treated. To compel a man of Mr. Tilak’s position to live on bajri 
and onions, and subject him to such work as has: been selected for him, 
is nothing short of torturing him. We feel tempted to ask a question 
here. It is this. If a white man had been in the unfortunate place of 
Mr. Tilak, would he have been treated like Mr. Tilak? Would he have been 
given dajrt and onions to eat P Would he have been made to pick oakum? 
The answer can be easily imagined. It will be in the negative. Even a twoe 
penny half-penny white man, not to speak of one of Mr. Tilak’s status and 
standing, would have been shown greater consideration. Here we shall be 
perhaps told that a white man can ill brook to be treated like ordinary convicts, 
but can that not be said in Mr. Tilak’s case as well? Does it not strike these | 
wiseacres who have set their hearts on making things as intolerable for Mr. 
Tilak as they are able to do, that they are committing the very offence with 
which Mr. Tilak is charged and for which he has been thrown into jail? Are 
they not by their treatment of Mr. Tilak exciting disaffection against the Gov- 
ernment among the people, who cannot be made to understand that this officer - 
or that officer to whose acceunt Mr. Tilak’s troubles may be debited, is not the 
Government? | 


16. We had expected that some one of the elected members of the 
ate Bombay Legiskative Council would interpellate Gov- 
Lord ‘Sandhurst ‘to. shoy eroment on the question of the imprisonment of Mr. 
mercy to Tilak and release ‘Tilak, which not only the educated Indians, but 
him from jail. people throughout the civilized world are lamenting ; 
Pag Sayaj Viyay (20), but we were painfully surprised to find that no non- 
official member asked any question on the subject, 
| eg through the fear of incurring the displeasure of Government. Mr. 
Tilak has already suffered enough. To proleng his punishment any farther 
‘would be the height of cruelty. If he had really been guilty of the offence 
charged against him, we would never have raised our voice in his favour. 
People are unanimous in their opinion, and even Government will, we think, 
admit that, had it not been for the unfortunate murders of Mr. Rand and 
Lieutenant Ayerst, Mr. Tilak’s writings would never have attracted the attention 
they did. If His Excellency Lord Sandhurst will extend his mercy to Mr. Tilak 
he will thereby greatly add to his own fair reputation and lay millions of people 
under obligations. 


17. The Government seems to have made up its mind that there exists in the 
a Maharashtra a widespread conspiracy against British 
_ Alleged political conspiracy yy 16 and that some of the Mahratta editors are the ring- 
in the Maharashtra and the : : ies neste 
attitude of Government to- leaders in that conspiracy. Hence were instituted the 
wards educated persons, press prosecutions which ended in the conviction of 
Vértdnidhi (101), 29th ~ geveral editors. But the conspiracy is yet far from 
mw discovery. The Government is leaving no stone 
unturned to find it out, but hitherto without success. We do not object to any 
amount of enquiry in order to fathom the conspiracy, nay, we challenge it 
because a clear conscience has nothing to be afraid of.. What we object to is 
that, as a result of this enquiry, a number of educated men should be deprived 
of their means of living. The Government has asked the Education Society of 
Ahmednagar to dismiss a number of teachers from its service. It has also 
asked the managers of the Wai English School to prove to the satisfaction of 
the Educational Department that they have no connection with the Moda Vritt 
‘newspaper; if they cannot prove this, they are threatened with the discon- 
tinuance of the Government grant to their school. Educated people are bound 
to be loyal to the Government, as they cannot pull on without its patronage. 
But Government have become suspicious of their loyalty. This is very unfair 
and we beseech Government to disabuse their minds of this wrong impression. 
con 1756—4 oe | 
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-4and cannot conceive of any justification for a division of pat 


“supersession of Mr. Charles, 


:- missioner, S. D., during the 
latter’s absence on furlough. 


ee, Sudhiral (22), 27th Dec, | 


fy 
ee. . 2 The Presidency Association that, by the way, is showing a commend- 


POM: able activity of late, has senf a memorial on the sub- 
Pca gle ofthe new rules ject of certain new rules which have been framed by 


the Rark! College "the authorities of the Rurki College, which rales 
Indian Spectator (4), 26th tactically debar natives of Bengal, Bombay and. 
Dec. _. ‘Madras from competing in the future for any of the 
Bev Le : _ ‘higher grade appointments reserved for successful 
‘Students from that institution.’ Take it in any way, this is an invidious dis- 
‘tinction, and a distinction not only between Natives and Europeans, but also 
“between Natives and Natives. We do not know on what principle it is — 
e on. the 
avowed ground of race and colour. Not even do the Imperial Civil Service 
‘rules make any distinction of the kind. The Rurki College is a purely Govern- 
ment institution, we believe. If so, its action would seem to be clearly ultra 
vires. eS | 


.. 19. During the absence of Mr. Ebden, Commissioner, 8. D., who goes on 
| 18 months’ furlough in January, it was but right and 
proper that Mr. Charles, who befriends the cause of 
the people and who had.once or twice. acted as Com- 
missioner, should have been appointed to act for him. 
But since justice and impartiality, as once remarked 
by us, are at present. deposed, and high-handedness 
reigns supreme, it is well that Mr. Charles is bidding 
final adieu to the service of Government and returning to his native country. 


Disapproval of the alieged © 


I.C.8., in not being appointed 
to act for Mr. Ebden, Com- 


Vichart (104), 27th Dec. 


20. With reference to the shikar incident, an account of which was given 
in our issue of the 30th ultimo, we now learn that the 
boy, who had received injuries, was promptly sent to 

Kesari (54), 28th Dec. the hospital by Mr. Hudson, where under skilful 
AE | treatment he completely recovered and has now re- 
turned to his mother. Mr. Hudson’s conduct is in this affair worthy of ail 
praise and deserves to be followed by the official class in general. No doubt he 
committed'a mistake at first, but then the interest he subsequently displayed in 
the boy and the pains he took on his account are truly commendable. He is 


; Recent | shooting incident 
in the Thana District. 


_ also said to have given a few rupees as bukshees to the mother of the boy. 


_ 21. Some two weeks ago we remember to have published an account of a 
TANS oa shikar incident, in which Mr. Hudson, Assistant .Col- 

_ Vachairs (104), 21th Dec» —_Jeetor of Théna, was stated to have fired his rifle by 
mistake:on a boy. We wished (at the time) that some promotion would be 
given to Mr. Hudson by way of punishment for the wrong he had done, and we 
are glad to announce that that wish has been fulfilled by the Government 
appointing Mr. Hudson to act as Collector of Ahmednagar. It is the great good 
fortune of the people of this presidency that. they have got a Governor like 


His Excellency Lord Sandhurst, who is an appreciator of merit and who compels 
the goddess of Justice to do any bidding of his, by humbling her to a worse 


position than that of a house-maid. 


22. Mr. W. C. Banerji, who returned from England on purpose to be 
present at the Congress session and on landing pro- 
ceeded direct to Amraoti after a few hours’ stay in a 
Bombay hotel, was detained at Malkapur, though he 
was travelling by the first class. Through the favour 

ee of the local Civil Surgeon he was allowed to put up 
In the travellers’ bungalow instead of in the quarantine sheds. The Poona 


_ Detention of some Congress 
delegates in. quarantine at 


delegates were similarly detained, and the period of quarantine being increased 


from 7 to 10 days-by a new rule it was feared that they would not be able 


to reach Amraoti in time to be present at the Congress meeting. Mr. Banerji 
was allowed to proceed on his journey after a short detention, and we are glad 
to re that the Poona delegates also were released from quarantine on Friday 
Z nig i 7 oe 
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We ought to thank the authorities for this goodness. — 
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23. The Rdst Goftdr hears loud complaints, from. various sides, about 
ee _ the stringency of the measures adopted for disinfecting 
| ‘Alleged grievances of pass 4]] passengers arfiving from infected localities at the 
sengers at the quaranvine ‘Anand Railway Station on the B. B. & 0. I. Railway, 
C atthe Anand Station |. 48) ) : : ours? 
on the B.B. &-0. I. Railway. S@y8 that, according tothe report given by a second 
Rast Goftar (124); 26th class passenger, the ‘passengers, and especially the 
Dec. - female passengers and children, experience very great 
ae eck ra ia ; ' Inconvenience as they are compelled to take a dis- 
infecting bath in an open space in this cold season, that costly clothing is also 
washed along with other luggage, and that the passengers experience much 
* difficulty before obtaining a permit to proceed on their journey. DRE 


24. The Satyavakta also makes arene Pray or on the disinfect- 

| ing operations at the Anand Railway Station, say- 

D oT Vn ae ing that it is a most pitiable scene So ‘all teinals 

passengers, old and young, bathing and changing 

clothes in an Open space, and that the practice of compelling Muhammadan 

ladies'to remove the veil from the face and to expose themselves to the public 

gaze is against. the Muhammadan religion. The paper urges the necessity of 

erecting some sheds for the use of female passengers. while taking the disinfect- 

ing bath. It also complains that passengers are put to great inconvenience 

in the quarantine camp, and observes that it would be better for Government 
to abolish the camp at Anand altogether, 


25. The Loka Bandhu complains that Mr. A’tare, Assistant Deputy Edu- 

i thaasit Seastepine ental cational Inspector of Belgaum, while on a tour of 
of an Assistant Deputy Edu- “sor sees in the Parasgad Taluka, forcibly took his 
cational Inspector in the odging in @ temple at Gurul Husur mm the said 
Belgaum District. tdéluka, in spite of the objection raised by the villagers, 
punt Bandhu (79), 26th and desecrated some sacred spots in the temple. The 
au paper invites the authorities concerned to make due 
enquiries into the matter. ae 3 


26. The Mamlatdar of Dharwdr seems to be.a plucky officer. Every 
Shook judicial officer seeks the assistance of pleaders in arriv- 
Complaint against the jing at a correct decision of the cases, whereas our Kao 
Se of Dhérwér, Saheb feels at ease if he is rid of the presence of pleaders. 
ijahansa (175), 22nd Th hes de ab sahil Moar’ Taal semua 
Déo., Eng. cols. ) ere seems e a strong antipathy between our 
: - Rao Saheb and the pleaders. We are informed that 
the clients are altogether unrepresented in his court. The pleaders stoutly 
refuse to put. in their appearance in the court, being afraid of the treatment 
they are likely to receive there. The court opens as early as 4 P.M. or so and 
cases in which the parties are represented begin at 7 or 7-30 P.M. precisely. 
And if our Rao Saheb is questioned as to why he should keep so long at night, 
the questioner is asked to show cause why his superior, the Collector, should 
hold his office up to a late hour in the night. But we have never heard of a . 
single man being inconvenienced by the Collector’s keeping late hours. More- 
over, the Collector is not without excuse; his duties might have increased 
in consequence of the plague. Our Rao Saheb has, by inconveniencing the 
pleaders and parties, many ways of doing evil. Will the Collector see his own 
way to mend the matter ?P ; | | 


27.. On several previous occasions the attention of the authorities has 
been drawn to the inconvenience experienced °by 

Inconvenience experienced witnesses by the non-entry of the Magistrate’s canip 

by etal i vanas in the summonses; but up to this time no steps 
ane + ee SERGE TSE seem to have been taken to rémedy the evil. The 
Prabhat (206), 18th Dec, urban population resort to post offices to ascertain 
rr catee . the Magistrate’s stages, but the uneducated villagers, 
who. have no means of finding out the movements. of officers,- are subjected to 
considerable hardships.- If Magistrates show in the summonses the place at 
- which people are to attend ‘their Courts no trouble will be caused to them, and 
-the poor people will be saved a great deal of inconvenience. 


-: 
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Legislation. © 
28. Whatever His Excellency the Viceroy may say to the contrary, 
we think Government are showing undue haste in 
Alleged undue haste of pushing important Bills through the Council. The 
beng id fig ena ‘ bey ‘ ae public ought to have more time for considering them 
shinaahs tho Comnail. than would be available to them if the Bills are to be 
~ Gujarati (115), 26th Dec., taken up in January next. Considering the nature 
Hing. cols. «— of the amendments, we feel it our duty to ask Lord 
3 Elgin and his colleagues not to hurry on the legislation, 

just as if there were some imminent danger which required to be averted 


_ without loss of time. The number and character of the proposed amendments 


make it impossible for the general public to form their judgment without 
adequate discussion, and we know it asa fact that even lawyers have not yet 
made up their minds on the several points which are involved in the various 
amendments. The Bombay Presidency Association could with difficulty obtain 
a few copies of the Bills for the use of the committee appointed to report on 
them, and the Viceroy seems to have spoken with over-confidence when he 
remarked that as the Bill was published, immediately after its introduction, in 
the Gazette of India, it was therefore open to every individual who could read. 
Apart from the merits of the proposed changes, they are sufficiently weighty to 
demand full discussion and mature consideration, and we, therefore, hope Lord 
Elgin’s Government will give ample opportunity to the public to lay their views 
before the Council after adequate deliberation. ee 


29. The law relating to sedition and tognate offences is now proposed to be 
pcliicuien rina brought into conformity with the English law on the 
Section 194A ‘sypeoved of Subject. As such, it is difficult to complain of the 
and not considered destruc- @Mendment, though much depends on how the law is 
tive of the liberty of the administered, whether it be harsh or sags its nature. 
press. The fear entertained in certain quarters that a press 
Deo” Ene — (21), 26th Jaw similar to the Vernacular Press Act of 187 a wae 
< ; contemplated has proved groundless. The Honourable 
Mr. Chalmers clearly set forth the liberal spirit which dissuaded Government 
from having recourse to such a step. The amendments now proposed remove 
certain ambiguities that existed in the wording of the section as it stood before. 
The amendment that is made in regard to the eighth column of the second 
schedule to the Code of Criminal Procedure with a view to empowering Magis- 
trates of the First Class to try cases under Section 124A isan alteration of 
rather doubtful value. The provision, now enacted for the first time, which | 
makes it criminal to exciterace hatred among the different classes of Her 
Majesty’s subjects is an important innovation which ought to work in the 
direction of peace and mutual good-will amongst all classes, . 


30. Though in some quarters the amendments of the Indian Penal Code 
ie a a 11g), and the Criminal Procedure Code by the Honourable 
20: Deo Be ? vel (12), My, Chalmers are regarded as ill-advised and ill- 
eos founded and dangerous to the liberty of speech and of 

the press, and suggestions are made that they should not be allowed to pass 
finally, we are of opinion that a clear exposition of the law was a necessity, 
notwithstanding the fact that the existing defect in the Code did not. deter the 
Bombay High Court from punishing offenders against the law relating to sedi- 
tion. The amendments proposed will have the effect of putting a stop to insen- 


‘sate writings. Those only who will realise their responsibility will think it 


worth their while to wield the pen on behalf of the public. The amendments 


_ proposed will not deprive the press of its liberty. This Government are anxious 


to accord it in full, provided the press knows how to make the best use of it. 


31. We are glad that His Excellency Lord Elgin’s Government have 
Rést Goftar (124). gen Ken very judicious and statesmanlike view of the - 
Dans Shon oko (14), -question, and decided to leave the press to the con- 
aes trol of the ordinary laws of the land in the same way 
as in the United Kingdom. The Government of India proposes to amend 


-Section 124A of the Code in such a way as-to clear it of all ambiguity, so that 


W 
under the proposed amendment, that will be regarded as sedition which either 


” 


4 


breeds contempt or hatred or ill-will towards Government, or attempts to 
excite or excites disaffection. The Legal Member, in introducing the Bill, laid 
stress on the fact that the amendment proposes to do no more than to define the 
law of sedition as it is defined under the English law. Whether in view of the 
recent decisions of the Bombay and Allahabad High Courts it was necessary to 
amend the law, may perhaps be open to doubt; but it is better to define the law 
as clearly as it can be defined, and there is considerable force in what Lord Elgin 
said at the Council meeting, that the subjects of Government should know 
precisely what the law was by which their lives and their conduct were to be 
regulated: Lord Elgin was also careful to point out that the Government had 
not the slightest desire or intention to interfere with free and unreserved 
criticism of its action and measures. No conductor of a newspaper, who 
criticises administrative measures or policy with a desire to get them altered 
and improved, need be in any fear on account of the new definition of 
sedition. But the law cannot tolerate criticism which in the name of 
freedom seeks to foster tll-wtll towards Government. We have faith enough 
in the wisdom of the Government to feel sure that the law will not be put 
in force unless the interests of peace and good order call for its action; and 
if the writers in newspapers write with dignity and judgment in criticising 
Government measures and policy, they will not only be safe, but will assist 
the cause of good government and progress. 


r . 
ie ae 


- 982. Thankful as we are to His Excellency the Viceroy and his Government 
for finally abandoning the project of passing a Gag- 
3 on ging Act for the Native press and thus handing it over 
We to amend Section 124A to the tender mercies of the executive, we cannot but 
of the Indian Penal Code. hel I: ie h , 
Indian Spectator (4), 26th help expressing our conviction that the changes in 
Dec, the law of sedition proposed to be made so immediate- 
| ly after a substantially identical and satisfactory inter- 
pretation of the present law by the High Courts of Calcutta, Bombay and 
Allahabad and by the Privy Council, are not only unnecessary but impolitic, 
untimely and retrograde as well. Unnecessary they are, because the law as 
authoritatively interpreted is clear enough and quite able to make it dangerous 
even to sow the seeds of disloyalty and disaffection. Untimely and impolitic the 
new changes are, because in an hour of triumph they cannot but increase the 
slight estrangement that has been already. caused -between the State and the 
subjects, including amongst the latter not only the firebrands whose one business 
of life is to abuse the Government, but also those who are sober thinkers and 
true friends of the Government and the people alike. That the new Section 
124A, proposed to be enacted into law, is a retrograde measure, it would not 
require much argument to prove. That it substantially a. the law as laid 
down in England let us admit at once. But the law in England has been pro- 
nounced to be one which, if it be literally enforced, would take almost every 
journalist and public man to jail. The law is worked there in its spirit, 
and the fact that the fate of the accused would lie in the hands of twelve 
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urge no objections ip exoiting hha 

yhich shall not excite even the least ill-will? 1 

y Mr. Justice Strachey, exciting {ll-will against Government 

ut comments on Government measures were safe.so long as they were con- 

sistent with a disposition to render obedience to Government and t give help 
The new 


| 


@ 


crowd our jails with all those journalists and gabe men. po have a head and 
table in practice, or to stifle most. 


most honest belief in the truth of the thing, and though that belief may have 
been arrived at after due care and caution: All that we should insist on is bona 
fides and due care and caution, as we do in cases of defamation. To go 
further than that is to ask mortals to be more sure of facts than even courts of 
justice are bound to be; for they, too, are guided by the most reasonable 
probabilities and are not asked to arrive at absolute certainty. i 


83, The amendment of Section 124A might well have run in the direction 
- Mahrattta (7), 26th Deo. of precisely defining the word “ disaffection” by the 


nothing of the kind. It has made the confusion caused by the recent decisions 


6¢ The section is very 
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with a siapogsion to render obedience to the lawful authority of the Government, 
It is a workable and scientific test, mors logieal and consistent than that 
pelos by the new amendment. Mr, Strachey, in making a distinction 
between .Government, and Government measures, gaye the widest latitude 
to. criticism on,.the latter, provided it was compatible with obedience to lawful 
Goyernment. This too has been done away with and Explanation 2 aims at 
bringing practically all criticism into the meshes of law. All that has appeared 
in the public press and elsewhere against Mr. Strachey’s judgment is, with equal 
force and perhaps more, applicable to this amendment, which has got all the 


demerits of legislation without any of its redeeming features. In the existing 


section we have the words * Government established by law,”’ but Mr, Chalmers 
substitutes the word ‘Government ” simply, which would include all local Gov- 
ernments too. The amended Section 124A is virtually another Press Act, 
calculated as it is to deal a deathblow to all fair criticism in the Native 


press; for the wording of the section as now framed has no definiteness about 


now we imagined, and (may we say it without egotism?) most people were of 
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certain that the new one will be found to be more impracticable than the old one; _ 
for it is sure to break down under the many prosecutions which, if-it is to be 
enforced, must take place. Mr. Chalmers spoke of bringing the Indian law 
into accord with the English law. Mr. Chalmers is a lawyer, and we suppose 
he knows what he is talking about; therefore his description of the English 
law of sedition‘may be correct: But Mr. Chalmers is not an English publicist, 
and -he is naitainly not an English journalist, for if he were, he would know 
that. were a law, such as he quotes, put into operation, half the House of 
Commons, and ninety-nine per cent. of the British journalists, would be in 

rison, This being so—and it is so, every one knows that—why introduce 

nglish law into the controversy at all? It merely misleads the Indian 

ublic, and it is not quite straightforward. There are many imbecile statutes 
in English law; sedition is one of them, and we believe there is at present 
an Act in existence which commands an Englishman to go to church on a 
Sunday. The question is not what is the law of England, but what is the 
practice there, and it is this last which should be our guide. The practice 
is to leave all publicists alone unless they incite to crime—crime as under- 
stood by common folk. And we think it would be better for India if 
the same course were pursued here. Nay, further; we fervently believe 
that the greatest liberty is necessary in India, for the people have no other 


~~ means of making their woes known than what the press provides. But the 


English practice unfortunately is not to be pursued here, and therefore let 
us examine the section which we shall be bound to observe, and observe 
with care, for we are told “the law (sedition-law) shall not be a dead letter,” 
Mr. Chalmers informs us that there is nothing in that section which in any 
way interferes with the fair and free discussion of public matters. That 
is Mr. Chalmers’ opinion, but he will leave India some day and the law 
will remain after he has gone. And the opinion of one member of the Govern- 
ment, however eminent, is not binding ona Court of Law. We have a 
recollection that a member of the Viceroy’s Council once advised Indian 
journalists to imitate the language of their English colleagues, and then, he 
said, there would be no danger of prosecution, That was, seemingly, a valuable 
piece of advice, but under the proposed law, in spite of that good advice, we 
should think twice before we published some of the remarks of our British 
contemporaries—Mr. Wilson, for instance, in the Invester’s Manual, when he 
attacks the financial blundering of the Indian Government. There is no 
barrister on this earth who would not advise the non-publication of Mr. Wilson’s 
article, if the law of sedition, as explained by Mr. Chalmers, is to be an active 
force in India. And this is the probable, nay certain, result of Mr. Chalmers’ 
desire not to interfere with the liberty of the Indian-press! As if this were 
not enough, another new seotion is proposed. Few persons will take exception 
to that section, but it is also to be enacted that the person charged shall show 
he has no criminal intent; that is, the accused has to: prove his innocence. 
This is a startling innovation, and as dangerous as it is startling. We have not 
the slightest idea how a person should set about proving that he was not guilty 
of a crime; in fact, until now we were under the impression that one of the 
unalterable tenets of English law was that a man was innocent until he was 
proved otherwise. Perhaps we are unnecessarily labouring the point, for, we 
feel, the proposed section will be found to be absolutely unworkable. There is a 
danger though ; it may deter journalists from publishing grievances for fear they 
may be hauled into the dock. Ordinarily, of course, this will not be so, but no 
man who desired to retain his liberty could have printed, were this proposal 
legal, say, the now famous Deccan Sabha plague memorial. Perhaps that is the 
result aimed at; if it be so, then we can only say we have fallen on evil times 
indeed. ‘The new amendment looks very similar to the Lytton Gagging Act. 
,At present sedition under Section 124A is triable only. by the Courts of 
Sessions or High Courts. ‘“ We,” said Mr. Chalmers, “ propose that offences 
under Section 124A shall be triable also by the Presidency Magistrates and _ 
facistrates of the First Class, as there may be many cases where an elaborate 


State trial is out of place, and where the merits of the case will be adequately 
net by a small punishment within the competence of a Magistrate of the 
First Clase.” ‘This means that in many cases there will be no appeal from 
he Magistrate’s decision. “The case will be met by a small punishment” ; 


a 3 
that is, by sentence against which there ein be no apposl. Tho expeti 
ence 0 Indian public leads them to doubt the value of Magisterial 


s decisions, and we have had one or two cases recently which show that that 


experience is not groundless, Frankly, we think this is putting a power in the 
hands of subordinate Oourts which they are not competent to exercise. Under 
the procedure, as suggested, there will be happening all over the country a 
number of petty prosecutions and petty sentences, which will keep everybody 
in astate of ferment, and upon which no High Court will be able to pass an 
opinion ; for there will be no appeal against them. Unquestionably this is not 
desirable ; either vest the responsibility of the trial in the High Court Judges 
or bring the case before a jury. One or other of these methods is safe and 
would satisfy the public; anything else will be farcical. We had almost 
forgotten one satisfactory proposal. It will be seditious, if the Bill becomes 
law, to promote ill-will between Her Majesty’s subjects. No word is too coarse, 


no epithet too insulting, no criticism too galling for some people to use when 


speaking of the “ natives.’’ And if this new legal definition of sedition leads 
to courtesy on the part of the Anglo-Indian journalists, it will have done a 
great deal. One other satisfactory matter to be mentioned is the statement that 
the Government will have nothing todo with the Press Gagging Act. This 
we may put down to Lord Elgin’s liberalism, and although the proposed altera- 


tion in the law is eminently unsatisfactory, there is some comfort in the reflection 
that it might have been worse. 


35. Whatever may be the changes which the pee amended Section 


sone 124A of the Indian Penal Code- may undergo at the 
Dic inc cle ©” 7°” hands of the Select Committee; it is indeed a great relief 


to find that the Government of India has firmly set 
its face against the persistent suggestions of a section of the Anglo-Indian 
press, which in season and out of season is never tired of hurling wholesale 
denunciation against the vernacular press in general, to revive the odious 
Gagging Act of 1878.. The Honourable Mr, Chalmers and His Excellency 
the Viceroy have both declared, in terms the most emphatic, that it should 
never be revived. They also see no reason for drawing any distinction 


between the vernacular press and the other press as regards liberty of writ- 


ing. Said the Honourable Mr. Chalmers, “There should be one and the 
same law for all subjects of Her Majesty without reference to the particular 
language in which such criticism may be expressed.” It is satisfactory to 
notice that the honourable gentleman, on behalf of the Imperial Government, 
has once more reaffirmed the equality of the law for all classes of Her Majesty’s 
subjects without distinction of race, class or creed. As to the improvement 
in the section and the explanations, we shall await the report of the Select 
Committee. But meanwhile we cannot congratulate the Imperial Government 
on the spirit in which it is now endeavouring to rebuild the law of sedition. 
It,is a studious effort to forge the chains of repression stronger and stronger, and 
so far the attempt to improve the explanatory paragraphs is an improvement of 
a backward character. ‘here ought to be a vigorous agitation on the sub- 
ject, both here and in the House of Commons, which, according to the promise 
given last session, must be offered the opportunity of discussing the amendments 
in the press law. It is to be hoped the Indian non-official members in the 


‘Viceregal Council will enter their emphatic protest and do their best to bring the 
amendment in harmony with the enlightened public opinion of Liberal England: 


36, ‘In spite of the judgments of the three High Courts and the acquies- 
Indu Prakwsh (15), 27th cence of the Privy Council in Mr. Justice Strachey’s 


- Dec., Eng. cols. ne view of the law, the Government has found it necessary 


_ tochange Section 124A. The Law Member is report- 
ed to have said: “ But no one can read the able arguments addressed to the 
Courts by counsel for the accused in the Bangobasi and Tilak cases, without 
coming to the conclusion that the law might be explained in clearer and more 
unequivocal terms.’’. We ourselves thought the law was clear enough ; but 
some of the Judges have confused it to some extent. It was therefore consider- 
ed necessary to have it so altered that it may exactly convey the meaning 
intended by the Law Member of the time. But the law is changed in a differ- 
ent way. The test of a disposition, not compatible with the spirit of obedience, © 

oon 1756-6. ice | 
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but compasiee only with subverting or overthrowing the Government, is done 
away with and quite a new one is proposed in its place... The word “‘ Government ”’ 
as it stands now denotes the person or persons authorised by law to administer. 
executive Government in any tak of British India; thus the local authorities, . 
such for instance as Lord Sandhurst, Mr. Nugent and Sir Charles Ollivant, are. 
included, And any eomment which is likely to bring His Excellency the 
Governor into contempt, ‘as for instance a sincere, honest and candid disappro-. 
bation of his actsin connection with the recent policy in Poona, will surely 
contravene the section, for the intention is to be presumed from the words. 
After the new law comes into force it would be extremely difficult to indulge 
in strong condemnation of Government policy. Even -Mr. Justice Strachey 
allowed a man to express the strongest condemnation of Government measures... 
The Government now says in effect : ‘‘ No, we do not wish to make any difference. 
between the Government and its measures. Aman may censure both, but he 

must do so without exciting or attempting to excite hatred, contempt or dis- 

affection.’”? The. law in England is extremely fair, and the fact that twelve 
countrymen of the accused have to apply it to each case makes it an altogether 
different matter. As some of the English papers aptly said, if the Indian law 
were applied to their country, a thousand writers would have to be sent to jail 
every day. Sir William Harcourt the other day compared Mr. Chamberlain, 
a member of the present Cabinet, to a viper and soon. That would, under the 
proposed law, be tantamount to bringing the Government into contempt. Of 
course no one desires to be unfair towards the Government; but it may 
happen that under certain circumstances a man may ‘be tempted to write 

strongly and even unfairly. Should he on that account be brouzht to book? 
The law says “yes.” . It has nothing to do with the intention. The test is 

simple. Do :‘the comments tend to excite hatred, contempt or disaffection ? 

If they do, then the man has committed the offence. Who can be safe 

under this law? We have yet to refer to the most novel feature of the new 

section. The section is also contravened if a person promotes feelings of. 
enmity or ill-will between different classes of Her Majesty’s subjects. Certain 

Anglo-Indians, including sometimes High Court Judges, make sweeping asser- 
tions that the Hindus are liars. That is sure to promote feelings of ill-will 

among Hindus towards Europeans. The missionary in discussing other 
religions ; the Anglo-Indian editor in decrying the. Hindu social system; the 

social reformer in attacking his orthodox co-religionists; the English politician 

in condemning the Sultan ; the orthodox Hindu and Parsi in carrying on the 

agitation against cow-killing ; all these persons are promoting, to a certain 
extent, feelings of ill-will between different communities, Are they ail to 
be hauled up for sedition? We are thankful to the Government for not 
introducing the Gagging Act again, but we are afraid the new Act is no 
better. It effectively gags all free and honest criticism. We complained 
to the Government about “King Log”; the Government gave us “King 
Stork ’? instead. As matters stand at present, we would rather have the 
Strachey law than the new Government law. Even the term of- imprisonment 
is increased from three to ten years. Wedo not see how the Government con- 
siders this an improvement upon the old section. To us it simply appears as the 
most important part of the policy of reaction, which unfortunately the Tory 
-Government is pursuing in Indian matters. 7 


87. ‘Che amendment which will evoke wide discussion is the amendment 
ge ee of Section 124A of the Indian Penal Code, The 
“ ma misett (116), 20th Dec's public have been calmly told that no radical change 
aaitoon is in contemplation and that the amendment is simply 
‘an attempt to bring the law into closer accord with the English law. of seditious 
libel and the consentient judgments of the Bombay, Calcutta and Allahabad © 
High Courts. According to the Honourable Mr. Justice Parsons “ disaffection ’’ — 
is neither hatred nor dislike, and the Indian legislature now wants to introduce 
these very words into the section. Hatred and ill-will are extremely vague 
_ terms, and if the section required to be made more clear, we do not know why 
_ the degree or intensity of ill-feeling which amounts to disaffection is not 
 indicatéd in the light of the existing explanation to the section. The appeal to — 
) lawyer knows, it is itself not quite precise — 


the measures of Government must not excite ill-will against the Government. 


or definite. The amendment is a return to the extreme vagueness of the law of 
seditious libel in England, and we do not think itis a real improvement upon 
the section as it stands. Secondly, the Honourable Mr. Chalmers has given no 
reasons whatsoever for enhancing the term of imprisonment to ten years. It 
has nowhere been suggested that in the recent State prosecutions the offenders 
could not be punished more severely because the section did not provide for a 
‘sufficiently severe sentence, It is a pity that Government should seek to make 

harsh or stringent provisions-in times of profound peace and in this year of the 

Jubilee. We think it our duty to protest strongly against this needlessly severe 

sentence. But what is still more objectionable is that the offences under Sec- 

tion 124A are made triable also by First Olass Magistrates, though they have 
hitherto been triable only by the Sessions Court. Recent events have shown 

how far Magistrates and even Sessions Judges are able to approach such cases 

with perfect judicial temper in exceptional times. The High Court is the only 

corrective, and to deprive parties of the right of appeal to this tribunal by 

making the offences triable by Magistrates is a most retrograde step, for which. 
no sufficient justification has been shown. The fact that Government. has 

retained the right of sanctioning prosecutions shows that the offences in question 
are sufficiently grave. If so, it is grossly unfair to deprive accused persons of 
the safeguards which now exist. | 


38... In view of the conflicting interpretations of Section 124A laid down, 
i siek hai etan by different High Court Judges and the absence of. a; 
Tr oe definite ruling of the Privy Council on the subject, 
the majority of Native newspapers had preferred a request to Government to 
amend the section in question so as to define sedition in a clearer and authoritative 
manner. When we first learnt that Government intended to take up the sub- 
ject we hoped that they would restore the law as intended by Sir James 
Stephen. But on actually reading the wording of the new amendment, we 
were completely disappointed to find the Government indirectly seeking 
to revive the Gagging Act. We never thought that the Government would 
be so much led away by unfounded prejudices as to lose sight of its own 
interest and enter on a dangerous path. Owing to their ignorance of the verna- 
culars and of Native manners and usages, English administrators in India 
are like blind men groping their way by means of crutches in the shape of Native 
newspapers. If they throw away these crutches, by passing a law which de- 
prives the vernacular press of its independence, the blind men will be in a miser- 
able plight indeed! The new amendment. proposed by the Honourable Mr. 
Chalmers wants but the outward name to make it resemble Lord Lytton’s Gagging 
- Actin every respect, The honourable member says that one of the objects of the | 
amendment is to remove all ambiguity from the section. But this could have 
been done by altering one or two words of the original section. Where was the 
necessity of repealing the original section wholesale and substituting a new 
one in its place? The object must obviously be far other than that of merely 
making the wording explicit, and though the conscience of the Law Member did 
not allow him to openly avow it, it is manifest in every line of the new 
section. If the wording of the original section is ambiguous, should he not have 
frankly acknowledged that Mr. Tilak was convicted without any ground? 
His other plea in favour of his amendment is that the Indian law of sedition 
-must be made to harmonise with the English law on the subject. Now 
if there is a good deal of difference between the circumstances of the two 
countries, if their administrations differ radically, why should harmony be 
brought about only in respect to the law of sedition ? Then again does not practice, 
‘which gives extreme license to hostile criticism in England, nullify the written: 
law on the subject there? Inciting class, hatred is of course reprehen- 
sible, but does not deserve to be ranked with sedition, and both Hindus and - = 
Muhammadans will object to the inclusion of inciting class hatred in the. ae 
definition of “sedition.’”? The Honourable Mr. Chalmers says that the nature of ef 
the offence of sedition is practically left unaltered by the new section. But a 
comparison of the second explanation of the proposed amendment with the expla- 
nation appended to the old section will at once reveal the fallacy of this assertion. - 


The old section allowed full criticism of Government measures, as Mr. Justice 
mitted. But the new section: lays down that even the criticism on® 


wie © Ft 


ey, 
Ms Az 


89. We are in a measure obliged to the Government of india for trying to 
as remove al ambiguity from Section 124A. ether 
Native Opinion (18), 26th the way in which they are seeking to make the section 
; a ke uite explicit commends itself to us or not is quite 
a different question, While introducing an alteration in the law, it is. generally 
admitted that the original aim of that law must not be lost sight of. We. 
cannot say that the proposed amendment satisfies this condition, and if it is passed 
into law the editors of newspapers in this country must cease to criticise the good 
or bad acts of Government, and simply content themselves with publishing cock 
and bull stories, not having the remotest bearing on politics, or funny and 
curious bits of news. Thatan exttemely useful institution like the press should 
be reduced to such a condition under the refined and independence-loving | British 
rule is really to be regretted. According to the new section, the term “sedition” 
will have an unlimited scope, and newspaper-writers must henceforth be on their 
guard in writing even on social and religious subjects. The conduct of a 
newspaper. under these circumstances would be simply impossible. Wer a 
Lord Elgin either to wholly abandon the proposed amendment or to modi 
in such a way that it might affect the liberty of the press as little as possible. 


40. As the new section npr certain words after ‘“ Sat r'p green ”” it 1s pos- 
sible that that term would now include a Governor and. 

eo ae Councillors. Incitement of hostilities between 
the different classes of Her Majesty’s subjects is also made punishable under 
the new section. As the saiicting of Government is required for every prosecu- 
tion under this section, there is much room for partiality as between Native and 

a eau p journals. The latter can, under the protection of Government, 
vilify the former to any extent with impunity, whereas if any Native editor were 
to show the least sign of resentment at such treatment, he is likely to be fined 
or sent to the jail for ten years or transported for life. Similarly, any cause of 
differenee between Hindus and Muhammadans, such as their various customary 
processions and religious celebrations, will henceforth serve as a sufficient pre- 
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Magistrate and to put them down completely. One argument in favour of the 
amendment is that the Indian law of sedition requires to be brought into line. 


circumstances of the two countries. In England, one cardinal principle of the 


is directed against the ministers. We do not know how far the British public 
would welcome a law which makes it penal to speak disparagingly of the Prime 


dangerous to criticise the acts even of the corrupt officers of Government. 


e. Arunodays (25), 26th Dec. fm it and to reconcile its various far-fetched inter- 


amendment makes out the section to be far more comprehensive in its sco 


Mr, Justice Strachey as well as the other Judges of the High Court erred in 
es ae Section 124A. should now establish their contention by urging 
rguments before the Supreme Council. The Honourable Mr. Chalmers 

ays i a the roposed amendment is brought forward to bring the law of 
ition in Th into conformity with that'.im England and to silence the 


First Class Ma ate so far as the grave offence of sedition was concerned ; 


severe criticism is now likely to be construed as seditic 
Section 505 takes away the burden of establishing ma 


y section aims at atid as many diff 
possible. — 
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text to. Government to haul the leaders of the rival communities before a- 


with the English law on the subject. But there is one difference between the. 


administration is that the King can do no wrong, and hence all hostile criticism 


Minister. It would be fortunate, indeed, if the term “ Government ’’ is restricted. 
to mean the Viceroy and the Governors alone ; otherwise the meanest officer of _ 
Government would elaim to be included ander * Government” and it would be_ 


41, A Bill has at last been brought before thie Supreme Council to amend | 
Section 124A in such a way as to remove all ambiguity : 


“pretations by the High Courts of Bombay, Allahabad and Bengal. The draft . 
than the different High Courts conceived it to be. Those who think that : 


clamour of those who were urging a re-enactment of the Vernacular Press _ 
Act of 1879. The pro] law makes the position of Native editors very . 
unenviable indeed. itherto they had no need of being in fear of a local 


but now these Magistrates will have control. over them. — So also. any piece of 
edition. An amendment of . 

Sect: ing malice from, the prosecution 
and makes it < ligatory ; for the accused to prove absence of malice. In short, 
16 New sec culties i in the way of the atictidee? 
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_ 42. Under the new section of sosition, the penalty is increased from three tp 
“Partanidhs (01), 29th ten years. Real y-qpeaking this cannot besaidtohea- Ie 
en Rey avon penalty for such a pare offence as sedition. is 
Bu of writings that are. a 


° 


rae But when we reflect the kind of writin 
considered seditious by our law courts, we must say that this increase in the 

term of sentence means an indirect blow to the liberty of speech and writing. eg 
in India, If any one writes, for.example, that India is getting poorer and poorer " 


under British rule, that insolent Europeans who assault and even cause the 

death of Natives escape with light penalties, or that salt which isa free gift of \% 
nature is not procurable without paying a tax, he is held guilty of- sedition. | 
Editors must henceforth limit themselves to chronicling bare facts or else be 7 


| Seg to go to jail ortothe Andamans. The new law, by practically depriving ia 
he press in India of its independence, will necessarily bring a stigma upon ) 
the fair name of British rule. The Government will. have to forego all the 
‘benefits accruing from a free press, It will cease to be informed of the wants, 
wishes and ap of the people, and in the long run the minds of the 


people will be biassed against the Government. 


43. The Satya Mitra, while deferring detailed criticism on the proposed. 
Satya Mitra (168),.26h 2™mendment in thelaw of sedition, observes that the 
ee eee incitement of class ‘hatred, though a sufliciently 
‘serious offence requiring to be:suppressed by a penal 
hee in the law, should not have been incorporated in the new section 

ling with sedition. The paper is opposed to'the provision in the amendment 
which makes sedition.an offence triable by a. First Class Magistrate, and requests . 
Government to use:the usmost care in enacting the new section, so that it might a 
not curtail the liberty of the press in the least. — 4 


44, That was an uneventful meeting .of the Legislative Council which 
ree met in the Secretariat on Monday last for the first 
Discuasion in the Bombay time during the opening session of the year to transact 


Boney Dist Pole aut legislative, businoss, | There wae the Sind Village 


Amendment Bill, Officers’ Act—a departmental measure of no signi- 

Kaiser-e-Hind (121), 26th ficance,on which there were neither petitions nor 

Dec., Eng. cols. sermon The other legislative measure, namely, the 
Bombay District Police Act, is, however, a measure 


which will have to undergo some radical modifications before it can pass into 
law. Sir Charles Ollivant softly disowned ‘its fathership, observing that it ‘was 
the _ xy bequeathed to him by lis predecessor. The non-official members 
‘were all unanimous on one shtat Biijestionable feature of it, merge that which 
contemplates the imposition of the .cost.of the “ protective ’”’ police on even a 
single individual. -And the evident injustice and hardship of the proposal is 
accentuated by absentee landlords being made liable to pay such cost, albeit they 
may never have.resided in the locality where their land or property was situate 
and.never in the remotest degree had anything to do with itsaffairs. The Bill is 
far from the innocent little thing which its god-father wished it to be.under- 
stood:to be. It is. calculated to be a powerful engine of oppression and injustice, 
<8 even.of.official intolerance, in the district, if it is not shorn of its objection- 
clauses, o 


45. The'speeches'made at the meeting of the Bombay Legislative Couneil 


‘eer oa, beld on Monday :last on the Bill to amend the 
an . Sng. 5 ac Chit i> 28ip Bombay District ‘Police Act of 1890 deserve ‘more - 
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till the Legislature of this presidency made the first departure from that principle 

by empowering Government, under the Bombay District Police Act of 1890, to 

impose the cost of an additional police on the inhabitants generally or on any 

section of those inhabitants. The Honourable Mr. Chandavarkar, who spoke 

at the first reading of the Bill at Monday’s meeting, laid stress on the preven 

tive and protective character of such legislation, and protested against the 

proposal to apply it to individuals ; and we are disposed to agree with him, not 

so much because the principle underlying a law of this kind is one of prevention 

and protection—the Bombay Act of 1890 departed from that principle—as be- 

cause of the hardship which must ensue, and the difficulty which must arise, 
when the summary powers given by such a law are exercised in the case of 
individuals. It was, we think, a mistake to have made it legal for Government. 
to impose the cost even on any section of the inhabitants ; but because a mistaken 

principle was adopted in 1890, there is no reason why the Legislature should 

extend that principle and deprive such a law entirely of its preventive and 

protective character, and make it purely punitive, as it must be, when leaving 

the inhabitants generally or sections of them it gives Government the discretionary 

power to impose the cost of an .additional police on any individual or indivi- 

duals without providing judicial safeguards for the exercise of that power. We 

have no doubt the Bill will be carefully modified by the Select Committee which 

was appointed at Monday’s meeting and placed before the Council for second 

reading in an improved form. 


46. The provisions of the Bombay District Police Act Amendment 
Metistes 3165. bn bs Bill naturally called forth a good deal of interesting 
ridge C16), “+ and weighty criticism from the Honourable Dr. Bhal- 
chandra, the Honourable Mr, Garud and the Honour- 
able Mr. Chandavarkar. We are sorry Sir Charles Ollivant did not justify the 
amendments in introducing the Bill, and in one important respect his expecta- 
tion has not been realized that they would remove all ambiguities. One has only 
to refer to the very telling objections that Mr. Chandavarkar raised to the use 
of the expression “‘ interested in land.”” We have no doubt that the expression will 
have to be deleted altogether from the section. There is:one more ambiguity to 
which no reference was made, probably from the belief that the matter would be 
discussed by the Select Committee. ‘We fail to see how the charges are to be 
adjusted as between the land-holders and the non-holders of land. In this con- 
nection we may notice Dr. Bhalchandra’s complaint that the maximum rate of 
the tax which might be imposed has not been fixed. The three honourable 
members were unanimous in condemning the provision which makes absent 
land-holders liable to a punitive tax. It is an unjust and harsh proposal and 
we should certainly like to know what justification can be pleaded for it. The 
imposition of punitive police is in itself a measure only dictated by extreme 
necessity. It is unjust in its operation and only justified by considerations of 
public peace. To extend it to sections of any population might also entail 
serious injustice. We all know how some executive officers are apt to be carried 
away in times of excitement by their pre-conceived notions. But to extend it 
to individuals renders the measure essentially a penal one. There are difficul- 
ties in the way of prosecuting whole or sections of communities; but there is 
no difficulty whatever in hauling up one or more individuals before criminal 
courts. This-legislative attempt to bring individuals under executive control is 
highly objectionable in principle, and we hope the local Council will see that in 
this Jubilee year it is not incorporated in our statute-book. 


- | i Education. 


47. A correspondent of the Jagadhitechchhu deplores the present condition 
| "of India, says that the Indians of the present oP the 
_Poliey of Government to- quite unworthy of their heroic ancestors like Shivaji, 
Se if ee EDEN, wan Mahadji Scindia and regrets that, at such 
d assume an attitude of 
ee indifference towards the well-being of the country. He 
to the alleged resignations of Professors Bhanu and Gokhale of their - 
tive posts (in the Fergusson College), and urges both these gentlemen to 
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reconsider the step they have taken and to strive for their aga a good in one 
way or another instead of retiring in disgust from public life. He also alludes 
to the policy pursued by the Director of Public Instruction towards private 
educational institutions, and says that that policy makes it clear that Govern- 
ment are at present repenting of their mistake in encouraging and spreading 
education in the country. 


48, Looking to the resolution passed by the Ahmednagar Education 

— Society in connection with Mr. Modak and four others, 

Remarks on the dismissal of if is apparent that those who will in future deliver 
certain etecelice doer speeches in praise of Shivaji at any celebration in his 
| ""Nyaya Sindhu (75), 27th honour will be looked upon as disloyal persons! We 
Dec. must highly thank the Government of His Excellency 
Lord Sandhurst for bringing criticism on the measures 

of Government and historical lectures under the heading of sedition. Great 
British statesmen in the past would never have entertained the idea of the 
powerful British Indian Government, established on a strong basis, receiving any — | 
harm from an historical lecture by an insignificant person; but several of us are _ 
now being made victims of this foolish notion. j 
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Nunicipalities, : 3 : : 

49. The Gwardt Mitra alludes to a fire which recently broke out at 

, Surat and says that on that occasion the local fire 

The fire brigade at Surat brigade was not able to render timely assistance in 
considered unsatis‘actory and putting out the fire, and urges that the municipality 
cipality. should lose no time in putting its fire brigade on 
Gujarat Mitra (116), 26th an efficient footing, in view of the fact that the 
Dec. season for the breaking out of public fires is about to 


begin at Surat. 


G, M. SA’THE, 


| - Reporter-on the Native Press. 
Ojjice of the Reporter on the Native Press, 
New Secretariat, Bombay, 4th January 1898. 
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Politics and the Public Administration, 


1. No more alarming news could conie from England than that the 
ee ne authorities are contemplating a sale or an alienation 
tion with "ls wang - Ma on long lease of some of the State railways in India 
the authorities are contem. 0 private individuals or companies as a means of 
“ plating a sale or analienation granting a relief to the over-strained finances of this’ 
é pap ‘oi of rae of the ‘country. We sincerely trust that there is no truth in 

"Tn dian Sp ciiahag (4) gnq his rumour; for no step could be better calculated 

— e bag to lower India’s credit and advertise publicly, so to 
say, the financial dismemberment of this country. In 
the case of private individuals the commencement of a sale of income-giving 
property to defray current expenses is the surest sign of commencement of a 
prodigal’s march towards insolvency. As with individuals, so with States. Our 
railways and other public works are the grand securities—the standing assets 
on which the credit of the country is based. If these be alienated, our credit 
is sure to be immensely shaken. No doubt, the famine, the plague, the war, 
are difficulties of a very uncommon nature ; still they could be met by loans, if 
not by enhanced taxation. To think of selling our State railways would be 
the most preposterous of all. 


‘ 2. Weare told that a Famine Commission has been formed. A famine, 
. it seems, must be followed by a Commission. But 
dn an ene ‘Penine oom what is the scope of the enquiry to be made by this 
mission. newly formed Commission? If Commissions come 
Gujarat =" (115), 2nd and go and leave no marks of practical good, the 
—_we confidence of the people in such Commissions will be 
shaken. If this Commission is to be a reality, it must make an enquiry into the 
measures by which the Government can meet famine visitations with improved 
resources and also into the measures by which the ‘staying power’ of the people 
can be increased ; otherwise the Commission will bea mere make-believe. Many 
a scheme: has been devised for the bettering of the condition of the agricultural 
class. Sir W. Wedderburn’s scheme of agricultural banks is an instance in point, 
but it has been shoved into the pigeon-holes of the Secretariat. The Commission 
will, wethink, submit an elaborate report; but if the report comes to be pigeon- 
holed, it will be as labour lost. Since there is a Commission of enquiry appointed, . 
let its recommendations be not talked over, but carried into practice... If the: 
scope of the Famine Commission now about to commence its sittings be simply to_ 
modify the Famine Code, it would be simply a half-measure. Why do famines: 
otcur with such frequency and at almost régular intervals? How is it that 
the. people of this country cannot withstand a famine by falling upon a 
margin of supply stored up against such a visitation ? India with its fertile soil, 
redundant rivers, a sober, industrious and thrifty peasantry, with nothing now 
of lawlessness and rapine of former days, ought to be more immune from such 
visitations than other countries less favourably situated. Something must be 
wrong somewhere in the economic condition of the administration. 


8. The resolution of the Congress on the scope of the newly appointed 
ee a ge Famine Commission has brought it to the notice of 
Pg A agg (*): the public. Indeed, when two men are to be specially 
hice, Aiea brought here for the purpose of examining into the 
results of the last famine administration, we cannot help feeling that the policy 
chalked out for their guidance is not sufficiently comprehensive. No doubt 
the Cominission will find out the differences of the famine administrations in 
the various provinces and report upon the good and bad points noticeable in 
them. But that will not be enough. The remedy must strike at the root -of the 
evil. Why do famines occur so frequently ? How cam they be best prevented ? 
These are the important questions which the Government must solve in order to 
diminish the discontent in the land. As for the composition of the Commission 
itself, we.must say it is not representative at all. .The President, Sir James 
Lyall (Panjab), and Dr. Richardson (North-West Provinces) are retired servants. 
Mr. Holderness belongs to the N.-W: Provinces, and Mr. Higham comes direct 
from the Governnient of India Secretariat. The only Indian member, Mr. Bipin 
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Krishna Bose, comes from the Central Provinces. Bombay and Bengal have 
no representative at all. There should have been at least three Indians. The 
Honourable Mr. Justice Ranade and the Maharaja of Darbhanga would have 
proved excellent members of the body. It is to be hoped that the Government 
of India will extend the scope of the enquiry; otherwise the expense of the 
Commission would appear to be quite unjustifiable under the embarrasse 

circumstances of the Indian treasury. a 


4. The honours list published in yesterday’s dailies bears one special 
feature, and that is that year by year entrance into 
Comments on the New these orders by non-official persons, howsoever great 
oe wan (18), ang their activity in public matters, is becoming impos- 
Jan., Eng. gia ), 2nd sible. Turning over the list, one will be surprised 
| to find that, with a few Native exceptions who are 
mostly Rajas and Nawabs, the two orders are almost monopolized by officers 
‘of Government, great and small. If this course were to proceed further, we are 
afraid the main purpose. of these orders would at no distance be forgotten. We 
need not remind the authorities that these honours were created to reward the 
public services of those who, at personal sacrifice and often at personal risks, 
proved of use to Government in an exceptional degree. We will not object to 
the nomination of officials to these honours; but since their object is the 
recognition of disinterested public services, no efforts should be spared always to 
keep it in view. 


5. The Akhbdr-e-I[sldm pens ag N g figs ee _ as meagre 

and thinks that in its preparation the Bombay | Pre- 
ee (128), 2nd sidency was, as it were, whally forgotten. It beniver 
; rejoices to see a few Native names in the list, and says 
that that shows that the Government recognises merit found not only in its own 
servants, but also in deserving Native gentlemen, whom it rewards with suitable 
titles from time to time. : : 


6. The honours list has been published, and among the recipients of the 
honours Sind is represented by one person alone, and 
Finnie 5), 6 <0. that person is the head of the province. The honour 
bestowed on Mr. James is undoubtedly well merited and is a fitting recogni- 
tion of the untiring devotion and immense energy which he brought to bear 
on his work as Secretary to the Famine Relief Committee. [In another place 
the paper says :—Why, O! why have the claims of our two prominent citizens to 
honours been ignored ? Why do we not find Messrs. H. J. Rustamji and Edalji 
Dinshah in the honours list? Their claims are so strong and have been so 
uniformly recognised that Kardchi might well feel aggrieved at the slur—it is 
nothing else—cast on her. It isnot likely thattheir names will appear in 
the plague honours list, because Kardchi has not had any appreciable benefit 
worthy of special recognition from these gentlemen during the plague. | 


7. The year 1858-59 marks an important epoch in the history of British 
India. It was in that year that the British Crown 

Administration of India assumed the reins of the Indian Government and Her 
under the a. 104), Majesty the Queen-Empress issued the gracious Pro- 
a thy 5 ih ge (24); clamation constituting our Magna Charta, :The 
: change has, no doubt, done much good to the country, 
but, like many other earthly blessings, it has not been without an alloy. 
While the Honourable East India Company ruled over India the fear of 
the-resumption of its charter exercised a wholesome check over the measures 
of the State, and at each renewal of the charter at least, the affairs of 
India passed in review before the House of Commons. But with the transfer 
of the Government to the Crown, the House of Commons ceased to take the 
same lively interest in Indian affairs, apparent under the impression that 
the control of a Cabinet Minister, under the title of Secretary of State for India, 


¥ 


afforded sufficient protection to the millions of Indian subjects against misrule 
and despotism. One result of this change was that this high personage, aided 
by a Council of retired Indians of experience (necessarily old and effete), became 


the sole arbiter of our destinies. He and the Government of India managed 


between them to enlarge the already extravagant cost of administration instead 
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of curtailing it to suit the limited resources of the country. The army was 
increased without the least necessity and contrary to the advice of the Army 
Commission and wise and experienced statesmen. As was prophesied by 
_ men of forethought, the employment of such vast forces out of all proportion 
to the requirements of the Empire offered a temptation to trespass upon the 
rights of our neighbours, whose only sins appear to be their weakness. The 
forward policy, under cover of which all this has been effected and sought to be 
justified, and which has brought the country to the verge of bankruptcy, has 
come to be condemned, in more or less severe terms, by all parties while the 
fear of insolvency is most imminent, and the country has passed through a great 
crisis. It has been subject to the ravages of famine and plague, As if this 
was not sufficient to render the people completely miserable, a section of the 
Anglo-Indian press must needs stigmatize as sedition-mongers the educated 
Natives who are in reality the bulwarks of the British power in the country 
and in whom the fondest hopes of the people are centred, and hound pre- 
judiced and narrow-minded officials to persecute them almost unto death, we 


should say. This last stroke of misfortune has almost borne down the people. 


They do not know what to think and how to act. But for an iastitution 
like the National Congress, therefore, all their vitality in these would have been 
paralyzed. 


8. A handful of Babus from Bengal and Brahmins from Poona and 
Satara, assisted by some five or six hundred rag-tag- 
Adverse remarks on the agnd-bob-tail inhabitants of the Berars, enacted the 


work of the last Indian Na- , : 
dansk Cgiee sk te 30- solemn annual farce in the name of the National (?) 


presentative character. Congress at Amraoti during the Christmas week. 
Rast Goftdr (128), 2nd Never before in the history of the Congress was it so 
Jan., Eng. cols. ‘sparsely attended and so poorly represented by the 


various nationalities of India. The Congress has 
entered into its thirteenth (an ominous number) year, and almost the same 
men who took part in the discussion of the various subjects brought forward at 
the first Congress in, Bombay appear on the scene year after year, thereby clearly 
indicating that, with the exception of some two or three dozen noisy agitators 
scattered over different parts of the country, the movement has been ignored 
by the sensible portion of the peoples of India. Among these two or three 
dozen agitators there are some who have been publicly disgraced, some who 
have been made to resign if not actually dismissed from public service, and 
some who have been at one time or another inmates of the jail, Such were 
among the representatives who assembled in solemn conclave on behalf of the 
“dumb millions of India ” to advise the "Government of India how to rule the 
country. They might as well have undertaken to-teach their grand-mammas how 
to suck eggs. As long as the management and guidance of the Congress rests 
in the hands of these mischievous members, the institution, whichis now totter- 
ing to its fall and is almost in its last throes, can never hope to become a popular 
body. The Muhammadans as a body have kept themselves aloof, and so have 
the Parsis, and no wonder that it should be shunned and spurned at by the 
ruling race. ‘The so-called leaders have now been found out, and the Congress 
is now a by-word for disloyalty, disaffection and sedition. Good men. and 
true are now fast leaving the sinking ship, both in Europe and in India. 


Some of the best members of the British Congress Committee have already re-- 


signed, and it is quite on the cards that many, at least on this side of India, will 
also follow suit. The most remarkable feature of the Congress this year was 
that some of our well-known citizens, who at one time sympathised with the 
movement, declined to join the three delegates—who might be appropriately 
described as the Three Tailors of Tooley Street—who represented Bombay at the 


Congress. The Congress has passed some two or three dozen resolutions, which. 


might, for aught we know, share the same fate as their predecessors. 


9, If ever in its history the Congress had an opportunity of successfully 
Subodh Patrika (81), 2na mecung the charges freely levelled against it of 


Jan., Eng. cols. 


this year. The year that has just expired has been 


an exceptional year. Plague, famine aidearthquakes, as well as riots, political. 


murders, political trials and political-arrests have all been crowded into the 


being a body of academic politicians, it had one 
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short space of a twelve-month. At sucha time, when the difficulties of the 
position have been great all round and Government everywhere has had an 
anxious time of it, a sober class of politicians had a golden opportunity of 
showing that they could appreciate the difficulties of Government, and by 
showing sympathy, evoke sympathy in return. To say that the great famine 
was on the whole not badly munaged but might have been dealt with better, 
that India was all loyal but Government and the Anglo-Indian press had all. 
lost their heads, that the plague authorities took no heed of the prejudices of 
the people, and other things of the same sort isa kind of random criticism 
from the outside, which can only raise a smile very nearly bordering on con- 
tempt for the ignorance of the position and of the difficulties of Government 
thus displayed. If Indian loyalty is so unquestioned, it indeed took a strange 
form in manifesting itself in a general attack against Europeans as the result 
of a quarrel between Hindus and Muhammadans or in the murders of British 
officers on a great political day. Nor is it conceivable outside India that 
loyalty may run riot in public prints with all manner of evil tongue against 
the Government of the land. One does not remove such things by ignoring 
them ; and every politician worth the name would take these facts, try to view 
them as they would be naturally and legitimately viewed by Government and 
the Anglo-Indian community, and show, if he can do so, that none the less Gov- 
ernment dealt with them with undue severity or that they ought not to require 
a resort to extraordinary measures. But to go on in the usual high strain, as if 
none of these things had happened, marks out the academic politician, and this, 


we are afraid, the Congress has shown itself to be beyond all doubt this . 
Christmas. , ve 


10. Of the 675 delegates attending the Indian National Congress, 523 
Dnyénodaya (14), 6th J were from the Berars itself and only 152 from other 
Eng.cols. | ~~-~«~#Provinees. That the Bombay Presidency was not 

: : better represented can be easily understood as being a 
plague centre, but why were the other provinces so badly represented, and some, 
as the Panjab, not at all? Can it be that interest in the Congress is really 
waning, and that the principles behind it, which were supposed to give it life, 
are not of the enduring kind? Though we are friendly to the Congress as a 
body of men met together to influence the Government to measures that will be 
of benefit to the country, we feel that the great failure of the Congress move- 
ment’is that it is beginning at the wrong end. It is placing the cart before the 
horse. What India first wants as a basis for all beneficent changes is internal 
reform. What is the use of orators pounding the desk in the thrilling appeals 
to justice, that Native and European should stand on a perfect equality, 
when that same orator will treat with contempt his own countrymen of 
lower castes, and feel defiled by eating with them, or who would not allow 
a low-caste boy tosit by the side of his son in the public schools? Such 
appeals to equality, when the caste system is maintained with all possible 
rigour, is simply cant of the worst type. Of what real value are the appeals to 
Government for political rights when the same flowery orators refuse education to 
their women and treat their widows like slaves ? Of what worth is all their talk 
of political liberty, or liberty of the press, when religious liberty is a mokery ? 
We are in sympathy with the Congress, but not in sympathy with its shams. | 
Let the Congress reform its own methods, by uniting with its political aims 
social reforms, and placing more stress on the latter than on the former. 


ll. A contributor to the Rdst Goftar remarks :—Like a dog’s tail, the 

a mischievous element in the Indian Congress cannot 
a Gofidr (123), 2nd eave its old manners and ways and has displayed 
its real self in its latest Christmas pantomime, This 

year’s Congress has furnished the best proofs to substantiate the suspicions 
that it approves of sedition. Can any one, for instance, point out the connection 
between the Tilak case and an assembly dealing with Imperial questions of 
tena reform? Look at the loyalty and patriotism of those who have come 
forward totake up the administration of India, in defending a culprit and 
supporting a real sedition-monger! The Congress has declared Tilak to be 
innocent, but considering the determination of Government to stamp out all. 
sedition, it seems that by its defence of. Mahratta sedition the Congress has | 
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| dug its own grave and put an indelible stigma upon its loyalty to the British - 


Government. By this the Congressmen. have proved themselves to be persons 
inciting to disaffection, if not disaffected themselves. If speaking against the. 
unanimous decision of three or four tribunals of Her Majesty in a meetin 
of fifteen hundred or two thousand men, at a time of excitement like the 
present, is not to be construed as exciting disaffection, one would like to know 
what really would amount to it. This year’s Congress has conclusively shown 
why no Parsi should join the movement. It is satisfactory that the Parsis 
have, as a community, held aloof from the Congress, and the three or four indi- 
viduals who are connected with ita rereally Hinduised, and Parsis only in nameg 


12, The thirteenth session of the Indian National Congress now belongs 

to the past, and it remains for us to review its 

The Thirteenth Indian character and its proceedings. Let us at once con- 
pecan a phe Reco fess that we were somewhat dubious of its success: 
‘Dheiapten (2), 2nd Jan. not that we doubt for a moment the spirit which 
actuates the Indian reform movement—far from 

that; but it would be idle not to confess that this year there were special 
difficulties to be overcome and we were somewhat afraid. Foremost among 


the difficulties was the strict quarantine that exists all over the country, © 


and which, we imagined, might deter many Indian gentlemen from railway 
travelling. And, in addition to this, sundry weak-kneed persons, we thought, 
might have been frightened out of their wits—granting they had some—by 
the clamorous cry of sedition which has been raised by sundry opponents of the 
Congress. However, “all is well that ends well,” and the Amraoti gathering 
has been equal in numbers and enthusiasm to those which have preceded it, and 
in spite of all obstacles educated India has vindicated herself in the face of 
the world. There were nearly seven hundred delegates present—men of leading 
and light, and thousands of visitors thronged the pendal. The resolutions were 
of an admirable character, and the speeches were unusually good. As in duty 
bound we must mainly deal with the address of the President—the Honourable Mr. 
C. Sankaran Nair. Mr. Nair, as was to be expected, delivered an eloquent and, 
what is better than eloquence, an independent and manly speech—a speech 
which will live and which shows the stuff an Indian is made of. 


13. Berar, writes a friend, spared no pains to make the Congress sessions 
Sideaic Wanlasin’ (4) ac . of December last a grand success, which was the more 
Jon tS S~séGreditable, because Berar is after all a small province 
: and the help from the Central Provinces was not very 
great, and unusual difficulties had to be contended against owing to the famine 
and the plague. Small as Berar is in size it has a band of devoted Congress 
workers, big in energy and determination, and it was no fault of theirs that not 
more than 700 delegates attended the Thirteenth Indian National Congress, 
Conspicuous in the pendal were three well executed portraits representing three 
stages of the Congress—its birth in 1885, its adolescence in 1897 and its probable 
development in the future. Another novelty of Berar was that one of the Berar 
Congress leaders, Mr, Jog, gave a purport in Marathi of the speeches of Mr. 
Khaparde, the Chairman of the Reception Committee, and of the Honourable 
Mr. Sankaran Nair, the President of the Oongress. Mr. Sankaran Nair’s speech 
as President of the Congress breathed undoubtedly a spirit of sturdy manliness 
and loyal outspokenness, though, for the matter of that, there may be a difference 
of opinion as to the necessity or expediency of exposing in all nakedness even the 
urest of our aspirations. Immense need there was to tell in 1897 the sons of 
ndia not to despair, for that was a year when nature and man both seemed to. 
have combined to damp their spirits. Mr. Nair reviewed all these calamities of 
plague, famine, frontier wars, spectres of rebellion and measures which were the 
outcome of causeless panic, and if in spite of all these he asked his countrymen 
to prevent a lapse into despondency, to the rulers he had to give a sage warning. 
“We trust,” said he, “the Government will bear in mind that in the cireum- 
stances of this country, anything which checks freedom of public discussion is 
most deplorable. Such check may become a dangerous bar to quiet and steady 


progress. The stream of our national progress will nevertheless move on. Its 


unwise obstruction may compel underground passages or its overflow.” We ho 


Government will not misunderstand Mr. Nair. It is not a threat that he admi- 


con 1776—4 ~ 


See as BY (lis Mihir) gat sateen be tS ha. omaetare ON be ae a 
ot, dine Bi hie ‘ , iN Bie Lagts a cate i AR RS leet ee Ee re Winer (Seats Sth h Bemts Pi 0 Seat Rey? Cae Stak bee eS at eagle 
Sie Aa, Cale eta me totaly Sih! wed 8 ot 9) densa oc lees ath Se ala Rt mae ok ie BR Yih Si Ae OL IE age SCE AL Md ee I TTR On EES Set Oe en ae 

Gey led re yea toto AS Way StF oh 4 ve Be SAS MRO ete Ry rt dee NAAT Lee ee pa iad ATS Sle ae ae Sms te ~~ A POS eee ig ah Sears " wr ky a AS Beas OD ee +e aR, ees ee ee er es 
ae Poh fs ~ - So ET My eee Sey A hee ca aa Oe ae tees ‘Ea Wve ag Oe den Hel ate 8 ae ie Te Mak t ‘igo 2 . 3 wie, Bi. tie . 
ara Fe TRA Ee PON Mie SOME ES The AY ee CM Ree te : 
. . 


12 


nisters; it is the warning of a friend ‘that, if a policy of repression is pursued, 

against men who .are friendly critics, they shall be extinguished perhaps, but 
the gap will be filled by those who cannot coexist with them, but will get the 

upperhand if they (the friendly critics) become snubbed into silence. | 


14, Never has the National Congress met under such difficulties and in 
such exceptional circumstances sir .e its inauguration 
as those which filled many an ardent Congressman 
this year with feelings of the deepest anxiety. But 
the movement has secured such a firm footing in the hopes and affections of 
_ thoughtful Indians that it may now be recognized as an established political 
institution in this land. The Amraoti Reception Committee had to fight 
against unprecedented obstacles. But these were overcome with a tact and 
wisdom which deserve the highest praise. A word of grateful acknowledgment 
is also due to the authorities for not having listened to the evil counsel of the 
enemies of the Congress, and for having afforded all reasonable facilities for the 
‘success of the gathering. Having regard to the present state of things, the 
Congress seems to have been largely attended. The speech of the Honourable 
Mr. Sankaran Nair was precisely what it should have been at this juncture. 
His address was concise, to the point, and brought out the important points in 
a way which ought to secure careful attention from his countrymen as well as 
the British Government. The subjects discussed at the Congress were selected 
with discrimination, and we are glad the most important topics which have 
roused widefelt interest in India and England received the fullest consideration 
at the hands of the assembled delegates. If our rulers are wise, they will see 
that the deliberations of Congressmen have done a service also to Government by 
acquainting them in a straightforward and public manner with the feeling of 
the enlightened Native public of India. It is no mark of statesmanship to more 
and more enlarge the gulf between the methods and policy of Government and 
the, views and sentiments of the governed, Political wisdom requires that it 
should be abridged. This was, in brief, the message of the Congress to our 
rulers. Let us hope that message will be heard with sympathy. 


15. The thirteenth session of the Congress held at Amraoti came to a 
close on the’ 30th of December last. The Congress 
met under very peculiar circumstances. It was at 
s one tiie feared that there would be no Congress session 
on account of the prevalence of plague on our side and the strict quarantine 
rules and a thousand and one difficulties attending it. But thanks to the 
untiring zeal and real earnest work of our leaders in Berar, in spite of grave 
difficulties they made the thirteenth session as grand a success as its predecessors. 
Thanks are also due to the sanitary authorities, who met the wishes of the 
Congress Camp Committee in a compromising spirit and gave the best help in 
their power to enable the Committee to perfect the various arrangements to 
secure comfort and convenience to the delegates who had assembled from different. 
_ parts of the country. The President’s address, which occupied nearly an hour, 
“was brief and to the point, but none the less impressive. He began by 
_ making ‘a graceful reference to the Queen-Empress and criticized the hostile 
attitude of the Anglo-Indian press. The most worthy feature of his address 
_ was the fearless way in which he criticized the action of the Bombay Govern- 
_ ment in connection with the arrest of the Natu brothers and the prosecution of 
’ Mr. Tilak. Well might every son of India look with pride and a degree 
_O£ complacency upon the development of the Congress year after year. 
~ Tt has lived and grown in spite of all the vituperations and aspersions 
of a certain, section of the Anglo-Indian press. It has gained the confi- 
dence of the highest authorities whose opinions are entitled to command the 
respect of all those who have more or less the destinies of this nation in their 
hands. Lord Dufferin, Sir Charles Dilke, Sir Richard Garth, Mr. Bradlaugh 
and a host of others have declared the Congress movement jerfectly constitu- 
tional and loyal. | 
16. That the Congress for the year 1897 was as great a success as ever 
; . will be very clearly seen from the account of the 
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however, : have begun in their usual strain-the work of proclaiming to the world 
that .the thirteenth session of the Indian National Congress wasa thorough 


failure. But they have been doing so every year. Every year their cry is that 


the Congress is deteriorating. It was so in the second year and it will be so 
the next year also. We need not therefore give a moment’s serious thought 
to their ramblings. People who have returned from Amraoti have assured us 
that this year’s session was in no way inferior to any of its predecessors. The 
number of the delegates was of course somewhat smaller, but that was 
inevitable, The enthusiasm, however, evinced by those who were present was 
not a bit less than that displayed at any of the previous sessions. . The pro- 
gramme was also as important as ever, nay, it was more so this year, because 
the Congress did not hesitate to devote its attention to the recent events in the 
Deccan. The address of welcome delivered by Mr. 8S. 8S. Khaparde, the 
Chairman of the Reception Committee, was very eloquent and dealt with the 
political situation very ably. Our readers must have already read the President’s 
admirable address published in our last. In one way Mr, Nair’s address 
may be considered as far more remarkable than any of the addresses delivered 
from the same chair in previous years. As we said in our last issue, it was 
both short and sweet, and, we may add, admirably fitted for the occasion. He 
touched all the most important topics and did.so undoubtedly in a masterly 
manner. The outspokenness with which he indirectly emphasized the need of 


reform in our social institutions added so much weight to his utterances and 
we heartily thank him for it. 


17. If somewhat smaller in point of numbers than its predecessors, the 
Inds Prabtaa Cb et Thirteenth Indian National Congress will long be 
rary Eng. gr ay (*5), 8rd yemembered as having transacted very important 
; - work. This is natural. The condition of the count 
has been such during the preceding year that the supporters of British rule in 
India, as educated Indians claim to be, were in duty bound to point out to the 
Government the shoals and rocks that are ahead; and we must say that the 
Congress has done its duty manfully. Whatever revilers may say regarding 
some of the propositions passed at the session, they cannot impugn the honesty 


of purpose and the loyal spirit that marked the deliberations of that body. 


18. The Times thinks that the Indian National Congress is losing in 
Deshabhakta (118), 6th strength, but this is a sheer delusion. Unfortunately 


Jan, Eng. cols. the Government attach too much importance to 


opinious expressed by the Anglo-Indian press and such 
delusions will some day prove disastrous. For, the truth of the matter is 


that the Congress is daily becoming more and more established in the hearts 


of all true sons of India. Differences of opinion will of course exist and 
manifest themselves from time to time; but there are many matters on which 
the opinions of. intelligent India are becoming unanimous. Besides, the Con- 
gress is the only institution of its.kind and patriots know the potentialities 
of such institutions. The strength of the Congress cannot be adequatel 

perceived in the number of delegates present, but it is manifest to all seeing 
eyes in the utterances of the leaders. These utterances will be more and .more 
earnest and strong, and a day will come when they shall have to be.re- 
spected. No laws, however unjust and cruel, will be able to stifle the voice 
of real life, and we know -that the time has now come when those will 
prove the worst advisers of Government who cannot see that a solid substance 
is being crystallized in what was no doubt at first a thing that looked like 


ashadow. It is not the doing of persons, but of Providence. Many and various 
are the agencies contributing towards it. Of course it is impossible to say 
whether the new life is destined to be developed into adequate proportions or some 


unexpected series of calamities would overtake and kill it. It is to be wished 


‘that the British Government may see our new life in due time‘and foster it as it 


used to do some decades ago. 


19. The thirteenth session of the Indian National Congress towards the close 

Shri Saydji Vijaya (124) of the last month was a most fortunate and opportune 
6th Jan, tis. cole. ©’ ~«@ceurrence. The enemies of our people, and therefore 
: the enemies of the Congress, did not, taking advantage 
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of the prevalence of the plague in different parts of the country, fail to throw 
out hints to the effect that Government should interfere to prevent its meeting. 
Thanks to the patience and yielding policy of the Amraoti Reception Committee 

and the liberal views of the Berar officials, no unreasonable obstructions were 
thrown in its way and the meeting took place with the usual enthusiasm and 
success, save only in the number of delegates, The resolutions passed by the 
last Congress are weighty as well as worthy of such a representative body. The. 

times are peculiarly favourable for the furtherance of the views of the Congress, — 
if only sustained and united efforts are made. 


20. We take it that no fair-minded person will raise any objection to the 
resolution passed in connection with the Natu brothers 
The indian National Con- in the Congress held last Christmas. It merely depre- 
gress and the Natu brothers. , ; ° 
Champion (2), 2nd Jan. cates the revival of a regulation, meant for stormy 
: periods, in times of peace, and it further asks that 

the Natus shall either. be tried or released. There can be no question that 
the public mind of India has been stirred to its depths by the action of 
Lord Sandhurst’s Government. In the beginning, when these men were first. 
arrested, every one believed that they were in some way privy to the dastardly 
murders of Mr. Rand and Lieutenant Ayerst. With that belief common, no 
one wished to hamper the Government, and few responsible people protested 
although they regretted the procedure. But to-day the case is different. Kew 
people (may we say, no one?) think these men are murderers, and their con- 
tinued imprisonment is becoming a public scandal. Lord Sandhurst’s responsi- 
bility is great, and we'do so want (aye, so fervently) to regard him as a Liberal 
statesman, but, honestly, we cannot understand his silence, and our regard for 
his Radicalism is rapidly disappearing. If those in authority over him will not 
let him follow his natural bent, he has one way out of the difficulty—let him 
resign his great post, and then, at any rate, his political character will be cleared. 


21, After quoting a long extract from the presidential address at the 

) Congress referring to Poona affairs and the prosecution 

The Indian National Con- of Tilak, the Champion writes :—Mr. Nair claims that 
Mr, Tilak fell a victim to a prejudice born of panic, 
and we are heartily with him there. From the begin- 
ning we have held this view, and events are proving that we were absolutely 
right in our belief. It was no light matter to take the course we did ; it was a 
dangerous course, in more ways than one, but we took it because we felt we 
were doing a just thing, and we have never regretted it. It is, therefore, satis- 
factory to learn that a man, with all the responsibility of the Presidentship of 
the Indian National Congress on his shoulders, takes precisely the same view as 


Champion (2), 2nd Jan. 


we did, 


22. The Vartdndhi praises the President of the Thirteenth Indian Nation- 

eae al Congress for the reference made to (Poona affairs 
Varténidhi (100), oth Jan. in his inaugural “address and the delegates of the 
Congress generally for the manifest sympathy shown by them to Tilak during 
the speech of the Honourable Surendranath Bannerji. The paper says that 
all the delegates stood up on hearing the reference to Tilak’s innocence in 
Mr. Bannerji’s speech, thereby showing that their hearts were with Tilak. 
Such an attitude towards Tilak, remarks the Varidnidht, on the part of 
the Congress is in pleasant contrast with that of the non-official members of 
the Bombay Legislative Council, who, probably through cowardice, sedulously 
avoided all reference to Tilak at the last Council meeting. 


23, From the order issued by Government to reduce the additional police 
at Poona it is clear that Government has now begun 
to perceive its own mistake in the matter. Until it 
similarly perceives its glaring mistakes in dealing 
with Mr. Tilak and the Natu brothers, the’ newspapers 
will not cease their cry to rouse it from its sleep, and if it persists in remaining 
deaf to their prayers on the subject it is sure to be:condemned for ever for its 
injustice. = | baa ee 
24, Referring to the resolutions passed by the Amraoti Congress on the 
conduct of the Bombay Government in arresting and 
deporting the Natu brothers and the proposed changes 


Bombay Government and 
Poona affairs. 
Gurakhs (45), 5th Jan. 
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in the law of sedition, the Vdrtéhar remarks that both the Bombay Govern- 
ment as well as the Bombay High Court committed a series of blunders in 
arresting the Natus and prosecuting and convicting the editors, and that they 
must therefore be prepared to make atonement for them, With regard to the 
dinendment in the law of sedition, the paper says that either no change.-is 
required in the existing law on the subject, or it must be admitted that the 
present law being defective Tilak was unjustly made a victim to it. 


25. Referring to the osc to {the sessions of Damodar Chapekar on a 
charge of being the murderer of the late Mr. Rand. 
oe ee the Kesari asta winter the time has not now come to 
mitigate the unnecessary penalty imposed on the Poona people under the impres- 
sion that Mr. Kand’s murder was the outcome of a political conspiracy. The 
paper further opines that there is now no necessity whatever of keeping 
the Natu brothers in custody any longer, and observes that the attention of 
Government should now be drawn to the fact that the combination of injustice 
and obstinacy lead to the good of no one. 


26, The small band of disinterested workers who inaugurated the several 
: institutions that marked a new departure in the 
_A review of the object public life of Poona has gradually been thinned by the 
with which the Mahrattaand yremature death of one member after another, but 
several other institutions were aap — : “ee ee 
started in Poona about seven- ‘heir spirit exists. Though Cesar may die, the spirit of 
teen years ago. Ceesar survives to revivify posterity, and the life-flame 
Mahratta (7), 2nd Jan. § once kindled cannot be extinguished until the whole 
nation is irrevokably plunged in death and darkness, 
The small body of patriots who first conceived the idea and then carried out the 
task of training posterity according to their own notions of right and duty had 
no conception at that time of the enormous difficulties they would have to face, 
and yet they had the faith and determination in them that they would surmount 
them. The difficulties were unusual and did not wait long in coming; but look- 
ing back now over the events of the last seventeen years we cannot say that a 
little buffeting at the outset was not on the whole beneficial to those who 
had to fight their way. Death, however, proved to them more cruel than mere 
mundane hardships. The late Vishnu Shastri Chiplunkar, the leader of this 
small band, fell the first victim, and with him disappeared the one force that 
could harmonize discordant elements and maintain a uniform tone and policy. 
Then we had to mourn the loss of Professor Apte, Professor Agarkar, and the 
last, though not the least, Mr. Namjoshi. The only survivor of that body is 
Mr. Tilak, and. he is now in prison, cut off for the present from all useful activity 
and with very little expectation of coming out either alive or with sufficient 
energy to continue his public life. Thus for a time the party of regeneration, 


as it may be fitly called, is apparently annihilated, with no hope for the future, 


and-all work in the past destroyed under the influence of superior forces. There 
are no doubt the visible fruits of their activity—the school, the college, the press 
and the newspapers. But do they maintain their original character? .Are 
they not mere shadows of what their founders originally hoped to make of 
them? The thought is extremely disquieting and disheartening ; and yet we 
cannot believe that the flame once kindled is really extinguishable. The 
individuals who set the train a-going may vanish, but the train will move on- 
wards and onwards until it carries us to the goal we all wish to reach, Mr. 
Tilak may go to prison ; but what of that? Mr. Tilak is after all a mortal and 
will have to depart this world some day; but his example will survive and 
fructify and be a beacon, as it were, to all posterity. Is not this a work far 
ereater than anything which he could have ever hoped to be performed during 
his brief span of life? Mr. Tilak may have his failings, and his enemies may 
think that he has been properly convicted for publishing sedition. Those are 
disputed questions and do not at all affect the grand lesson he has set before his 
countrymen. He has braved the terrors of prison, when he could have perhaps 
saved himself by a complete humiliation. He has sacrificed his own comfort in 
order to -save the reputation of his countrymen. He has shown what educated 
men must be prepared to do if India is ever to advance and take its place 
among the civilized nations of the world. Why should Mr. Tilak or his friends 
be sorry for what has happened? Should he not rather rejoice that circum- 
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stances have enabled him todo far greater work in six months than he could 
have expected to do in sixteén years? Where is then any cause for despon- 
dency? Let us hope that the apparent. prostration of the present is wn a 
prelude to more vigorous and healthy activity in the future. 


27. We notice with pleasure Mr. Adamji Pirbhoy’s nomination to the 
shrievalty of Bombay. He is one of those who by 
a gig the ap point force of native talent, without any appreciable advan- 
, ji Pir 
bhoy to the shrievalty of tages of education, attain to a high place in the 
Bombay. estimation of their people. Essentially a self-made 
Indian Spectator (4), 2nd man, he has created for himself a fortune and a 
sons reputation reflecting credit upon himself and honour 
on the little thrifty, hard-working community of which he is a trusted leader. 
His exertions during the plague were specially commendable. There was 
considerable disappointment felt when it was found that Mr. Adamji’s name 
was not included in the Jubilee honours. But here is a compensation and 
there can be no doubt that he richly deserves it. 


28. Two subordinates in the Public Works Department at Bijépur are 
said to have been dismissed, after some correspondence 

Alleged dismissal of two on the subject between the Collector of Bijépur and 
subordinates in the Public the Commissioner, 8S. D., for having subscribed to the 


Works Department at Bijé- ilak Defence Fund. Government also, it is said, have 
pur for having subscribed 


to the Tilak Defence Fund, issued @ memorandum to all departments pointing 

Gurdkhi (45), 5th Jan. out that itis highly improper on the part of Government 

servants to subscribe money for the relief of convicts 

like Mr. Tilak. If Government bear such a deep grudge against Mr. Tilak, they 

ought to have, properly speaking, issued a circular at the very time the fund 

was started. But, strangely enough, they then did nothing of the kind, nor 
raised any objection to the starting of the fund. 


29. The interest in the Poona tragedy case seems to wane on the part of 
: the public owing to the tardiness of the police in 
Poona tragedy and the pursuing their enquiries and obtaining sufficient 
alleg cs oe een information to convict Damodar Chapekar of the 
' Pieste (8), 29th Dee. murder of Mr. Rand and Lieutenant Ayerst. The case 
has again been resumed and we trust that no more 
-postponements will occur, but that the self-confessed assassin will be tried once 
for all before the Magistrate and his case disposed of according to the law. 
‘Naturally the inexplicable delay attendant on the trial of Chapekar has given 
rise to much speculation, and it is surmised, rightly or wrongly, that the police 
have not gathered sufficient evidence to lay the crime to Damodar’s door. 


30. People are suffering more trouble from quarantines imposed at differ- 

ent places than from the plague itself. Owing to 

Alleged evils and incon- the quarantine at Barhanpur several marriages had 

veniences of quarantitie. 

“GQuratkhé (45), 6th Jan. to be postponed, while in other cases the bridegrooms- 

elect having-been detained in quarantine, the brides 

had to be married with other persons at the eleventh hour. That the quarantine 

authorities should bring obstructions in such important matters as marriage 

unions does not augur well, It can be proved in more than one instance that 

quarantine restrictions and the secsbiailiion of quarantine authorities constitute 
-In themselves a worse epidemic than the plague. 


81. Nobo dy can find fault with quarantine, medical examination of 

_ passengers and other anti-plague measures of the 

Alleged instances of race Bombay Government ; but in enforcing these measures 
Stile exti-plaawe mm an on- Government should take care to avoid the least 
Guvdkhi (46), 8th Jan., SUSpicion of making invidious race distinctions. We 
Jém-e-Jamshed ti 141), 8th Jan. have lately come across two instances of such dis- 
tinction having been made, and they are likely to 

exasperate the Natives. ‘The notification issued: :by the local sputy Collector 
the detention and disinfection of passengers arriving at Anand 

exempts Buropeans . Last Thursday evening severa European and Native 
gentlemen arrived at the ‘Victoria Terminus from’ Matheran and other places 
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by the Poona passenger train, All of them had travelled by the first class ; but 
the European passengers were all allowed to go direct to their residences after 
@ superficial medical examination, while the Natives, among whom were the 
Honourable Mr. Justice Badrudin Tyabji, Mr. Wadia, Solicitor, and Mr. P..N. 
Wadia, were asked to go into the enclosure at the station for the purpose of 
medical examination. What an invidious distinction was it between the ‘white 


and the black skin? [A correspondent writing to the Jdm-e-Jamshed makes 
the same complaint. | 


32. The system of releasing persons from quarantine on surveillance 
oo tickets is no. doubt good, but the population of the 
Bi. gett the Bombay Deccani Hindus in Bombay being very large and the 
ue Committee, | : 
Grtéhar (9¢), 31st Dec. | Number of persons, viz., four, selected from the commu- 
nity to recommend persons for these tickets being too 
small, the community does not get full advantage of this system. . We therefore. 
request the local Plague Committee to authorize, without delay, the gentlemen - 
whose names have been suggested to them by the Hindu Help Committee to 
recommend persons from their community for these tickets. We also request 
the Plague Committee to allow some enterprising person to open one or two 
boarding houses and a few grocery shops in the vicinity of the quarantine sheds 


so as to remove the inconvenience at present experienced in procuring provisions 
by persons detained in quarantine. G 


33. Three or four plague cases have recently occurred in the Umarkhédi 
Jail in Bombay. The plague must have been carried 
Plague cases in the Umar- to the jail by convicts recently admitted into it. To 


-khédi Jail (Bombay) and a a ROE aa 0% | 
sagirestion to the fa autho- guard the inmates of the jail from further plague 


shite ta‘ Gis iabtiie infection from outside, it would be better if all new 
Gura@khé (45), 5th Jan. convicts are lodged and made to work apart from the 
rest. 


34. The recent report of the Collector of Sat evens shows pe the 
| various fish-curing. yards of the presidency yield some- 
ae aan 4 caution thing like Be 2,500 to the Government; and for this 
favourably the petition of the paltry sum the Government does not allow the pcor 
poor fishermen of eg ._ fishermen to cure fish near their own homes and by 
oo. = — sh (25), 6th neans of saline earth. These people are very poor and 

see AOAC almost every member of the fisherman’s family has to 
work hard for his or her livelihood. Now, they have to take their fish to a Gov- 
ernment yard for curing, and waste their time afd pay more than they otherwise 
have to. That prevents them from competing with rich fishermen, wlio are 
likely to monopolise the business by the action of the Government. That is 
very hard on the poor people. We learn that the fishermen have submitted a 
petition to Government explaining their position. We hope Government will 
look into the question and give them the small relief they pray for. 


35. The Loka Bandhu protests loudly against the system of employing 

| coolies and carts of villagers on forced labour resorted 

: to by peons in Government service. The 75.9 says 

eet labour in the Dharwar. that the peons are merciless in exacting forced labour 

‘Lele Bendhu (179), 2nd from the villagers and do not even allow them to 

Jan. approach and seek redress from the Sahebs. It, there- 

fore, requests the authorities to put a stop to the 

system, which, it says, otherwise threatens to reign supreme without let or 
hindrance, se | 


Alleged evil of exacting 


Legislation. 


36. The seditious writings of the Daccani editors and the hue and cry 
| | _. raised by men of the Tilak school about certain inter- — 
. Approval of the proposed 
amendment in the law of 
Sedition. — - 
Surat Akhbér (166), 3rd 
Jan., Eng. cols.- ai 
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with it in future. Wethink the amendment reasonable, for, we have considered 
the unbridled press a great bane to the country and its mischievous embers a 
standing danger to the rulers, for they can easily catch upon minds which in 
course of time they succeed in making quite inflammatory. When the subject 
of the recent State trials of culprits for sedition was on the tapis every right- 
minded thinker took it as a foregone conclusion that the agitators would have 
to thank themselves if the Act for gagging the press was revived. But like the 
State elephant that makes light of puny dogs’ barkings, Government has shown 
a truly liberal spirit in not dealing a death-blow to the so-called liberty of the 
press by reviving the odious Act. One important suggestion we would make 
in connection with the revised law is that the trial of offenders under this head 
should invariably be held by the District Magistrates, for the First Class Magis- 


trate in whom such power is intended to be vested might be comparatively young | 


and inexperienced, and might often fall short of dealing with the case in all its 


~ bearings, keeping himself above the petty influences and machinations that may. 


be brought to bear upon him. 


37. Tous it seems that the very admission of Mr. Chalmers that all the 
innovating zeal in the matter is the result of “recent 

Disapproval of the pro- events’ in India proves that the proposal to change 

LP pie — =e a Her law vet is be — ag] pe of the pre- 
eins Hocctatey (h), . judices and feelings of the hour to be entitled to claim 

J aaa sects scence ‘0 be the result of calm deliberation. What these 
*‘ recent events ’? which have moved the whole machi- 

nery of Goverpment are, we know. These were the murders of the Jubilee 
night at Poona. We have yet to learn, we must confess, that the murder by a 
fanatic of two European officials—we sincerely deplore the sad events we need. 
not assure the Government and the reader—was an event of such political signifi- 
cance as should have been allowed to raise spectres of sedition and rebellion every- 
where. Wedoubt if the policy that is being pursued now would be approved of by 
those who steered the ship of the State safe through such crises as those of 1857. 
Nor is it a proof of everything being done after calm deliberation that the new 
Section 124A and cognate changes proposed to be enacted into law have been 
introduced at the Committee stage of the Bills to amend the criminal law of. 
the country. This unusual course has seriously curtailed the time that the 
public, here and in England, usually get to consider and express their views 
on projects for new legislation. Then there is the coincidence that by intro- 
ducing the new measure at this stage, its passing is likely to be achieved before 
Parliament meets again. ‘Would not members of Parliament have a ground 
for complaint if a change of such wide-reaching character as the new law of 
sedition be effected without giving an opportunity to such members of Parlia- 
ment as are interested in India to express their views on the question in the 
House itself? ‘l'ruly would it seem to be said that the theoretical supremacy of 
the Houses of Parliament over Indian affairs is not a real and a living one; at 
any rate, it has not a ready machinery for making itself felt. The Government 
manner of dealing with popular sentiment as indicated in these innovations is 
worth a study. The public objected to Mr. Justice Strachey’s interpretation of 
disaffection as including ill-will of every kind in its meaning, and Government 
propose by legislation to expressly include every form of ill-will in “ disaffection ”’ 
as proposed to be defined for the future. Whilst allowing all the latitude 
that the wording of the explanation to Section 124A gave to comments on 
measures of Government, Mr. Justice Strachey said that even comments of this 
kind may come within the major portion of the section, z.¢., within disaffection 
against Government itself. Public opinion pronounced this to be a contradic- 
tory interpretation and as taking away by one hand what was given by the other. 
The new Sovaiesent proposals expressly put one and the same limitation on 
comments on Government and on Government measures. The public also 
thought that the punishment of 18 months’ hard labour inflicted on Mr, Tilak 
was more severe than wasrequired. Government increase the maximum punish- 
ment from three to ten years. The contrast is surely worth a study in this 
and many other matters. We, for ourselves, fail to understand what circumstances 
of the day render it necessary for Government to persist in pursuing a policy 


which is day by day alienating the sympathy of the most sober and the most 


einer. 
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loyal amongst us—of those best friends whose co-operation even the mighty 
British power cannot afford to forego. Sedition is an offence of a Very grave 
character, no one will doubt, and even the present Government admits it to be 
so. The new proposals do not therefore do away with the necessity of Gov- 
ernment sanction for the institution of proceedings for sedition under Section 

-124A. This is as it should be, but if.the matter is so important as to require the 
moving of the Government itself, z.¢.,as we take it, of our Provincial magnates 
in Council, how can it be that, consistently with this importance, the offence 
should be made triable by a Magistrate only ? The Honourable Mr, Chalmers 
tells us that an elaborate State trial need not be necessary forevery case of 
sedition. We donot see how a trial differs in magnitude and the arrange- 
ment of its details according to whether a Magistrate or a Sessions Judge pre- 
sides over it. There would be the same public prosecutors, the same witnesses, 
the same procedure and law. And there isa Sessions Judge in every district, 
Why the new proposals should show so tender a regard for Sessions Judges, 
when they want Governors-in-Council to move and take the initiative in prose. 
cutions for sedition, lies surely beyond the comprehension of ordinary people 
like ourselves. 


88. Before we speak of the Indian National Congress resolution on the 
Niennten (Gna t new law of sedition, we should like to mention that 
vampion (“), 4nd Jan. —_ almost every paper—every paper we have seen any- 
how—has condemned the proposed amendment in the law of sedition, and 
in the word ‘‘ every ’’ we include Anglo-Indian journals. True, they have not 
all condemned it with the same motive : the Anglo-Indian press says it is 
unnecessary and inexpedient to alter the law; the Indian naturally looks upon 
the Honourable Mr. Chalmers’ proposal with the greatest alarm. One point 
we missed last week, but we see it has been taken up by others, particularly the 
Hindu. If English law is to be introducedjinto India, and Mr. Chalmers bases 
his principal argument on that, then let the English jury system and English 
legal machinery also prevail. Let us havea jury composed of twelve men, 
whose verdict must be unanimous, or failing that, a jury half composed of 
Indians, and under these circumstances we shall not object to a law of sedition 
‘made in England.’ Of this we may be certain, if the proposals of Mr. Chal- 
mers are carried out, then good-bye to freedom of writing. Independent jour- 
nalists must seek a refuge in Great Britain, where the people do not believe in 
the divinity of Government ; which, by the way, is a great deal more obnoxious 
than the divinity of kings. The latter is romantic, the former is ridiculous. 
But let us turn to the Congress resolution. Mr, Bannerji, the eminent Calcutta 
barrister, moved this resolution, and it was carried unanimously. And well 
it might be. We would suggest to our brother-journalists that Heaven helps 
those who help themselves, and they should call a conference of their own to 
discuss this question, for their very existence is at.stake. The sooner they 
recognize that grim truth the better will it be for them, for there it is staring 
them in the face in all its ugliness. 


39. The most important change in the substantive criminal law of India 

fe ae sought to be effected by the Government of India is, 
Mahrdtta (7), 4nd Jan. = 4, We pointed out in the last issue, the amendment of 
Section 124A of the Indian Penal Code. It isa retrograde measure and 
cannot be too severely condemned. In no way does it simplify or render clearer 
the existing law of sedition as enacted by Mr. Stephen, The necessity for now 
radically changing the whole law, when the recent State prosecutions and the 
uproar they created in the country are yet fresh in every one’s mind, has not 
been made out by the member in charge of the Bill. Ifit is intended by 
the measure to curtail the liberty of the press in India, we must admit that 
Government would marvellously succeed in that object ; but we have the word 
of Mr, Chalmers for it that Government has no such intention. We fail to see 
how on earth an editor in India can escape the clutches of the amended 
section when exciting or attempting to excite contempt is rendered punishable. 
It was least expected that the Imperial Legislative Council—an august body 
which practically wields the destinies of the nation at large—would give a 
countenance to an interpretation of law at once unjust and inexpedient. The a 
Honourable.Mr. Chalmers has also proposed to amend Section 505 of the Indian a 
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Penal Code which deals with dissemination of false statements and rumours 
which are conducive to public mischief. The existing section punishes a 
person who circulates or publishes any statement, report, &c.; which he knows 
to be false, with intent to cause mutiny or an offence against the State. The 
amended section makes every such circulation punishable unless the accused - 
shows that the mischievous statement was true in fact.and was not published 
or circulated with a criminal intent, The task of prosecuting an accused 
rson to conviction is rendered easier by shifting the whole burden of proving 

innocence to the accused’s shoulders. We had much rather wished that 
the existing section were left untouched. In this, asin the amendment of 
Section 124A, the Legislature appears to be actuated by one motive, viz., to 
make the press law as repressive as possible in tota] disregard of the ultimate 
consequences which would ensue. An irreparable blow to liberty of speech 
and freedom of the press is detrimental to the interests of the rulers and the 
ruled alike. It isa gratifying circumstance that the Congress of this year, by its 
thirteenth resolution which related to the proposed changes in the law of sedition, 
showed to the Government here and the British public in England its sense of 
abhorrence of the mischievous course that is being pursued now. 


40. Kvidently the new law of sedition has not been framed in a judicial 
spirit in order to meet the ends of justice, but is 
actuated by a spirit of repression, and as such is an 
. absolutely retrograde step. The promotion of feelings 
of enmity or ill-will between different classes of Her Majesty’s subjects might 
certainly be classed as sedition, when it is borne in mind that the same is likely 
to strike at the root of British Empire in India. But what we have to complain 
of is not so much the inelusion of a principle which is accepted by the English - 
law, as the méischrevous operation of the law itself. Feelings of enmity or ill- 
will are an abstract thing of which it. is difficult to obtain proof as also of their 
promotion. Nor are different degrees of enmity or ill-will recognised ; nor is 
any allowance made for the existing feuds and jealousies between the different 
races. Under the new law it. would be dangerous for a newspaper to advocate 
the cause of any aggrieved party as against another, however lawful the 
demands of the former may be; for, that would give rise to racial hatred in the 
minds of the aggressors, and would, accordingly, constitute sedition. The state of 
things in India being quite different from that in England, it is very dangerous 
to introduce such a law into the Indian Penal Code, simply on the ground that 
its principle is in accord with English law. Viewed from every standpoint the 
proposed change is fraught with danger alike to the Government and the people. 
The real direction in which reform was needed has been ignored and a step is 
being taken-which, while it will make the law uncertain and therefore dan- 
gerous, will leave too much discretionary power to the officials. This is certainly 
undesirable in the interests of justice and good government. 


42. His Excellency Lord Elgin said in his speech that there was ambiguity 

i 194.) 20th D and uncertainty in Section 124A of the Penal Code. 
“e sahgera 74,) 29th Dec, We have thus got the best authority in the speech 
peheas of His Excellency that the law was not clear; and if 
the law was not clear, then the convictions of Messrs, Tilak and others are not 
such as full justice can warrant. The benefit of doubt ought to have been 
given to the accused ; but, unfortunately for the people of India, it has not been 
- given. The uncertainty in the law was certainly a snare to the unwary. Even 
now there is time for the Government to draw back from the repressive py 
which they have adopted, at least so far as the Presidency of Bombay is concerned. 
The repressive measures of Government have tended to spread more disaffection 
in the land than the writings in the Native press. The Government of Lord 
Elgin will do well to relieve the alleged offenders from prison and stop dis- 
affection, because he is aware that they were punished under the law which was. 
ambiguous. Mr. Chalmers, by introducing the amendment of Section 124A, 
_ is practically gagging the Native press, and if the press be suppressed in such 
__a@ way, we-are afraid the effects of official tyranny would find vent in some 
/ secret. societies that might endanger the peace of the land. The best modein. 
which a foreign administration like the British should be conducted is to invite. 
honest and fair criticism on every measure of the Government and its officials, — 


: Native Opinion (18), 6th 
Jan., Eng. cols. 
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_ | &2,° There has undoubtedly been great haste in proposing the amendment, 
= ute ,.; mn fact, this important change has been introduced 
j ane # — (15), 3rd during the Committee stage. Considering the panic 
nfo aes that has already been caused by Mr, Strachey’s 
decision in the Tilak case and the subsequent events it was desirable to allay 
the feeling by abstaining from any action at all in the matter for the present, 
But if a change was considered necessary, we think the opinions of the High 
Courts and the local Governments should have been ascertained before taking 
this delicate matter in hand; wide publicity should have been given to the 
proposed changes; and after mature deliberation the law should have been 
‘amended. So long as a particular offence is provided against it 1s unnecessary 
to make a change, Thus attempting to promote feelings of ill-will between 
different communities is already an offence. This offence cannot be con- 
sidered disloyal in India when riots between different communities do not 
affect the stability of the Government. It is directed against the public 
peace and can come under the Penal Code. Why make it a seditious offence 

able to be punished with transportation for life? In this connection it 
is important to note that an attempt like Mr. Malabari’s to rouse the Hindu 
community to its duty in social matters would tend to promote ill-will be- 
tween reformers and orthodox Hindus. The object is most worthy, namely, 
to remove the social disabilities and defects of the Hindus. But how can 
it be protected under this section? Protection is only given to comments 
on the measures of the Government. ‘That surely excludes comments on 
social system and religious matters. The English law gives protection in 
such matters. It may be said that the Indian law would also give pro- 
tection, for the words “comments on the measures of the Government” are 
used only to explain the section, not to except only those comments from 
the operation of the section. Unfortunately an Indian Judge treated an 
explanation as an exception, and there was no remedy against it. If, there- 
fore, the law is to be made stringent, let it be made as clear as possible. 
Again, the new law will always bea source of irritation. Take, for instance, 
the Zimes of India writing on Shivaji, or the Pioneer vulgarly abusing 
the Indian press. It is clear that such comments promote ill-feeling. They 
might come under the law; but the Government might not care to set 
it In motion against them. Now if an Indian- journalist were to retort and 
pay his Anglo-Indian contemporaries in the same coin, he might not be 
shown the same indulgence. That will then be hard on the Indian press, 
which will have to submit ‘to the baseless accusations of the Anglo-Indian 
papers without even indulging in a mild protest. The feeling of self-respect 
‘will be checked, and editors will have to confine their comments to non- 
controversial topics. Criticism of the Government. measures or public officers 
will be a dangerous matter, and even the administration will suffer when 
the corrective of public criticism is wanting. The freedom of the press so 
graciously continued by the Viceroy will. be in name only: and in the 
mofussil, at any rate, the new law will work the greatest mischief. Another 
change equally important is that the offence under the section can be tried 
by Presidency Magistrates and First Class Magistrates. That means that 
even though a man may be charged with sedition, he may be convicted by a 
Magistrate against whose decision there shall lie no appeal. This isa grave mis- 
take. An offence against the Government is a severe matter, and great , public 
questions are at times involved in the trial of such an offence. It does not 
aifect an individual, but often it involves the. well-being of a community. 
Under the circumstances it is not at all advisable to give the Magistrate the 
. Option of trying the case himself or committing it toa higher Court. There 

should similarly be a change in the term of the sentence. 


43. .In spite of all the reasons given by the a ao ; - Sntrottotee 
Reig fan his speech in the ,Viceregal Council when introducir 

- Pe . - . ras (3), *rd_ the above Bill, we are convinced that the innovations 
.. Eng. cols. , b 

ome | _.- proposed are quiteunnecessary. Not to-speak of their 

being of a thoroughly retrograde character so far as the principle: of. tho liberty. 

- of the press is concerned, they do not even simplify what was looked upon as 

obscure in the wording of Section 124A as at present worded. The Honourable 
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Mr. Chalmers, when introducing the Bill, told the public that Government had 
no. desire to interfere with the liberty of the press or with the free: discussion 
of all public matters. Where was then the necessity of introducing the Bill 
at all? We are told that recent events had shown the necessity and hence the 
innovations. But, so far as we can judge, recent events showed that the law 
of sedition as it stood was quite adequate to meet any emergency and_ that. 
there was no necessity whatsoever to make any alteration in the wording or 
the spirit of the section as framed by Sir J. Stephen. It was with the law as it 
stood that Mr. Justice Strachey was able to convict those whom he thought 
guilty of sedition. co : : 


44. Commenting on the proposed amendment of Section 124A of the 
3 es _ Indian Penal Code,’ the Kesari says:—The only dif- 
FO P eH 7 — ’ ference between Lord Lytton’s Gagging Act and the 
’ law as proposed by the Honourable Mr. Chalmers is 
that, while the former openly deprived the press of its independence, the latter 
does so indirectly and in a roundabout manner. The introduction of the words 
“ calculated to excite hatred or contempt of Government ’”’ in the new definition of 
sedition, combined with certain changes proposed in the provisions of the Criminal 
Procedure Code, will make the new law vexatious at every stev. The Government 
of India theoretically leave the press free, but hedge it round in practice with restric- 
tions and limitations and ask the editors of newspapers not to violate them in their 
criticisms on the measures of Government. It is true that prosecutions under the 
new section must receive the prior sanction of Government, but the change in 
Section 108 of the Criminal Procedure Code invests every First Class Magistrate 
with the power of calling upon any writer or speaker, who in his opinion is found 
to.circulate mischievous reports, to enter into a bond for keeping good behaviour 
during one year or to undergo imprisonment up to that period. The amendments 
in Section 124A of the Penal Codeand Section 108 of the Criminal Procedure 
Code between them fully answer the purposes aimed at by Lord Lytton’s Act. 
Nay, in some respects they go even further than that Act, e.g.,in including even 
public speakers in their scope. Though the proposed law is thus virtually worse 
than the Vernacular Press Act, it is noteworthy that both the Viceroy and the- 
Law Member speak of the latter in terms of censure and reproach,. The pro- 
vision empowering First Class Magistrates to try cases of sedition is again like 
making the prosecution sit in judgment upon its own case, because there is little 
chance of getting true justice from Magistrates in cases which have previously 
received the sanction of Government. [The Hindu. Punch of the 6th instant, 
writing on the same subject, remarks that the freedom of speech and writing 
so long enjoyed by the people would be virtually at an end by the passing of the 
new Section 124A, that it would be henceforth in the power of the police to pro- 
secute any public speaker on a jcharge of sedition, and that happiness and 
independence under the British rule are gradually on the wane. | 
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45. The Dnydn Prakdsh thinks that there was no necessity for amending 

i eee tk ae Section 124A in the way proposed by the Honourable 
— n Prakish (42), 6th wry Chalmers, that the word “ disaffection ’’ is left un- 
So : defined even in the proposed amendment, and that the 
only effect of the amendment would therefore be the insertion of certain words in _ 
the section which were thought by Mr. Justice Strachey to be included in the 
meaning of “ disaffection.’ The paper adds that though the section is equally bind- 
ing on Native and Anglo-Indian éditors, the former alone will practically have to. 
-be on their guard against violating it, Another defect in the amendment, in 
the opinion of the Dnydn Prakdsh, is the ambiguity of the words hatred and 


itl-will which are proposed to be inserted in the new section. 


46. If we except the remarkable celebration of the Diamond Jubilee, the 

+ Viana (90, year 1897 will ever be remembered in the history 
fe: fae Vejays (40) Of India asa period of darkness and gloom. « At the 
ae _ beginning of the year a severe and widespread famine 
manifested itself throughout a considerable portion of the country and claimed a 
large number of victims. It was succeeded by the plague, a terrible disease which 
was unknown in the country for several centuries past, and which obtained a 
firm footing in the Bombay Presidency and actually laid the city of Poona in ruins. 
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To these horrors of famine and plague, earthquakes and cyclones added their’ 
furies in other parts of the country. On the’ top'of these came the troubles on 
the'frontier and distrust in the official: mind of the loyalty of the Natives. 
Plague, famine and earthquakes are visitations of nature and no one can be’ 
blamed for them; but we feel bound to condemn the policy of Government 
regarding the affairs on the frontier and to express regret for the distrust pro- 
duced in the minds of the rulers about the loyalty of the people. As a natural’ 


consequence ofthis distrust the press prosecutions were instituted, and when it 
was found that the section dealing with sedition was diversely interpreted by the’ 


different High Courts, the Government of India took in hand the work of 
amending it in such a way as to leave no ground for ambiguity. As a matter of 
fact, the proposed amendment is far more comprehensive in its scope than the 
existing section, and is so drastic a remedy for sedition as to prove worse than the 
disease. It virtually puts a gag on the press and deprives it of all itsfreedom. The 
object of Government in seeking to introduce the amendment seems to be to extin- 
guish the press in the country altogether. This reform in the law may be likened. 
to the process by which a spider envelopes itself in a coating of its own spinning 


in order to protect itself from outside harm. But. the moment the coating is 


complete it kills the spider itself, so the new law will undoubtedly prove harm- 


ful to the Government and we therefore trust that it will reconsider the 


measure before finally passing it into law. 


47. While deprecating the revival of a Vernacular Press Act for India, — 


| the Honourable Mr. Chalmers is reported to have 
Pi ac Patra (173), Std Observed that such an Act is unsuited to this country 


because it makes a distinction between the Native 


and the Anglo-Indian. press. Such an expression of opinion from the Law 
Member of the Supreme Legislative Council is distinctly encouraging, but, as 
we proceed to examine the details of his proposed alterations, a sense of dis- 
appointment comes over us and makes us wish that they should never pass into 
law. All criticism on Government or Government measures is bound to pro- 
duce some degree of ill-will or hatred against the Government, and as the pro- 
posed section makes the excitement of such ill-will or hatred penal, it virtually 
puts a gag on all hostile criticism. The plain intention of Government seems 
to be that no one should pass any criticism on their acts. Exciting class hatred 
is also declared to constitute sedition. Is this not gagging the press? Rather 
than have to abide by such a law, it would be better if the journalists would 
wind up’ their shops. The new law would not injuriously affect the Anglo- 
Indian press, because the authorities are of their own race and generally sym- 
pathise with them. So no Anglo-Indian would probably be prosecuted. If any 
one be at all prosecuted, he is sure to be favoured by the jury. 


48. The amendments madein the Criminal Procedure Code are of a piece 
with those made in the Penal Code in regard to the law 

Adverse remarks on the of sedition. According to the amendments made in 
ce say we) the Criminal the Procedure Code, cases of sedition are made triable 
Mahraita (7), Ind Jan, | by Magistratesand security for good behaviour is made 
demandable from persons who are alleged to have 
disseminated defamatory matter. Under the existing law cases under Section 
124A. were triable exclusively by the Courts of Sessions, 7,.¢., by District Courts 
or High Courts. The reason was obvious. The crime of sedition is one of the 
offences against the State under the Penal Code, the maximum punishment 
for it being transportation for life. It is therefore in the highest degree 
necessary that the person charged with the offence should be tried by a higher 
tribunal assisted by a jury. Under the old and the proposed new law of 
procedure the sanction of Government is necessary before any steps are taken by 
any Court. This is a sound precaution, but the mischief that will be produced 
by sedition cases being made triable by Magistrates of the First Class is incal- 
culable. It is a matter of common knowledge that Magistrates, ina good many 


cases, betray deplorable ignorance of law, and, what with this circumstance and — 
what with their perverseness of judgment and undue bias, miscarriage of justice © 
is likely to take place. A trial for sedition is not an ordinary trial for theft or . 


assault. Itis sure to involve questions of law and fact. The recent press 
prosecutions have shown how even the High Court Judges differ on points of 
con 1776—7 | | 
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construction of law and how even the juries are divided on matters of fact. 

Besides, it is noticeable that Magistrates of the First Class are overworked as a 

body, they having to perform both judicial and executive duties. Why the 

Legislature has thought it fit to bring sedition within the jurisdiction of 
Magistrates passes our judgment. The reasons given by the Law Member are 

altogether unsatisfactory. They would convince no fair-minded person who 

values liberty of the press and liberty of speech. Writing about the latter part 

of the amendment, viz., taking security for good behaviour, our Madras con- 

temporary of the Standard says, ‘‘ If this is to become law, we are afraid no editor 
of a newspaper would be free to criticize, because this section confers on. the 

executive a sort of summary jurisdiction which will be destructive of freedom and 
fairness of criticism.’’ We fully endorse the above and hope the Government of 
Lord Elgin will withhold from enacting what is on the face of it absurd law. 


49. The abandonnient of the project of a Gagging Press Act is to be wel- 
‘iclin- decent Can Mal comed because an Act of the kind gives powers to the 
<<" (4), 2nd District Magistrates to snub down journalists within 
their jurisdiction, without trial or judgment. But 
this gracious favour conferred by Lord Elgin’s Government is accompanied 
by something which virtually does provide a gagging district executive machi- 
nery all the same. The proposed amendment of Section 109 of the Criminal 
Procedure Code provides that Presidency Magistrates and other Magistrates 
specially empowered in this behalf shall be empowered to bind over people 
e for twelve months not to disseminate sedition and ask them to give securities 
for the same. As our journalists are ofter poor, the, latter provision may often 
act as a virtual gag on them, 


Education. 


50. We welcome with all our heart the project for a new Law School in 
Bombay to train up graduates for the LL.B, degree. 
Approval of the project The Government Law School is, it is an open secret, 
= agg Law School in 4 gehool in name only, with a mutual understand- 
“Tndinn Spectator (4), 2nd ing between the Professors and the students that 
Jan. neither of them should take the matter seriously. 
: | We do not blame the Professors so much as the pupils, 
for a majority of them attend simply to fill up the terms and are pre- 
determined not to make any efforts to derive advantage from the lectures. 
Which Professor will care to labour if he knows his lectures are not to be 
attended to? The reason very likely is the impossibility of teaching any subject 
to satisfaction within the 30 to 40 hours available for lectures during a term. 
We must have regular daily classes and the teachers must weed away those who 
do not study at home, and must take care to attract and benefit those who are 
earnest in their studies. A private Law School is sure to do this. We should 
like the Senate to make ita condition that the fees shall not be less than 
those at the Government institution, for that would secure in the best manner 
possible that merit in instruction alone shall attract students to the new 
school. And if a good new schoal has to be competed with, veen the Gov- 
ernment institution would be led into becoming a model institution of the kind 
as it is bound to be. Competition has always a healthy influence, and, we 
trust, no petty considerations, not at least of a monetary character, will stand 
in the way of the Senate’s granting the permission that has been asked for the 
opening of a new school, on the managing board of which are such gentlemen 
- as the Honourable Mr. Justice Badrudin, Messrs, Gokhale, Setlur, Deshpande 
and Dr. Bhandarkar. 


Railways. 


51. <A correspondent, writing from Pen to the Indu Prakash, dwells on the 

serious inconvenience said to be felt by the people of 

Alleged necessity for a the Koldéba and Ratnégiri districts owing to the absence. 

mre igh Ponnecsng the of railway communication between their districts and 

adu Prakash (15), 6th Bombay, and says that a railway line connecting the 
Ind (15), 6t y, y 

Jan. | Konkan with the G. I. P. on one side and the S. M. 


Railway onthe other, would not only be a boon 
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to the travelling public which, in the absence of a railway, are obliged to 
put up with the hardships and inconveniences of a journey by the coasti 
steamers, but would be of great use in promoting trade and facilitating posta 
communication. 


Native States. 


52. The need of reform in the Judicial Department of the Kathidwdr 
Political Agency has been emphasised by loud com- 

Complaint against the plaints against Mr. Hayward, the Judicial Assist- 
judicial administration of ant. Mr. Hayward dismisses ninety per cent. of the 
Mr. py "pce he — fs appeals preferred and is also careless in the revision of 
Oe diy reer “ a 60), 4th Clvil suits, and awards very heavy punishments in 
Jan. criminal cases, He hears appeals with a predeter- 
mination, as it were, to confirm in almost every case 

the original decisions given by petty Thanadars who cannot be said to be in- 
fallible in matters of law and fact. The law having provided no special 


appeals, there are none possible against the decisions of Mr. Hayward. 
Intelligence extracted from the Press. 


53. Yesterday morning a serious conflict took 
Attack on a plague search place between a plague search party and the Sidis at 
party by Sidis at New Nag- New Nagpada, and the matter is reported to have 
ge too he gp reached such a pass that the military had to be called 
Gurakhi (45), 7th Jan. : 
| out before peace could be restored. 


54. A rumour is current that the Hindu merchants intend putting a 

. bout Hind stop to trade. We do not know how far this rumour is 
merchants in Bombay intend. ‘fue. “ We are subjected to oppression by the Govern- 
ing to put a stop to trade Ment servants and our trade is being paralysed by 
owing to the panic caused by quarantine restrictions being everywhere placed 
gg copy upon the movements of the public. Our people are 
eS ), 19th taken to plague hospitals. It will, therefore, be 
; better for us to stop our trade and leave for our 


homes.” ‘The outlook will be grave if the above is a correct version of the 
resolve of the Hindu merchants. 


G, M. SA’THE, ‘ 


Reporter on the Native Press. 
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19 55 Prabhakar ‘ia i o0e i. Bs sis ...| Daily ons 500 
90 | ,, Shri Saydji Vijay “moe ..| Baroda eo. ee] Bi-weekly owe 2,500 
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Politics and the Public Administration. 


1, A week ago there were persistent rumours in India that Lord George 
Hamilton was coming to India, and that he was to 

Remarks in connection with be our next Viceroy. The moment we heard this 
the rumour that Lord George we went to bed and had nightmare. Hamilten in 
India as Viceroy and its con. ndia was too dreadful. He is bad enough at the 
tradiction, - India Office, but there he is within a few yards of the 
Champion (2), 9¢h Jan. House of Commons and the Radicals can keep him 
in check. But here, good gracious! What would 

happen to our humble selves we dare not imagine, for we have never loved 
Lord George and we have not disguised our feelings. Armed with the new 
law of sedition, he would have promptly put the Champion in the deepest 
dungeon he could have found, and thousands would have wept. Our fears, 
however, have been allayed, Lord George is not coming to India, and we smile 


again. Lord Elgin is not perfect, but Heaven preserve us from Lord George 
~ Hamilton ! : : | 


2. When the news of the appointment of His Excellency Lord Sandhurst 
oe as Governor of Bombay became known in. this pre- 
eee a xcellency Lord Sand-  sidency, the people were led to hope that their miseries 
urat as Governor of Bombay. : 
Dhureen (41), 20th Dec... Would soon come to an end; but they were doomed to 
ie disappointment. Lord Sandhurst promised in England 
that he would follow in the footsteps of Mountstuart Elphinstone, and from it 
the people concluded that he would not at least be guided solely by his Council- 
lors. All these hopes were unfortunately not fulfilled. We have begun to feel 
that the regime of Lord Harris was far better than that of our present 
' Governor. Lord Harris was at least plain-spoken, which unfortunately Lord 
Sandhurst is not. If Lord Sandhurst had preserved the balance of his mind 
when the Anglo-Indians were working themselves up into fury and wrath, the 
panic and gloom that appear to pervade Maharashtra at present would have 
been averted ; but, alas! that was not to be. The people again thought that, 
with experience, His Lordship would come to view the situation aright, but here 


also, it seems, they are to be disappointed, since His Lordship is still seen to 
persist in his mistaken policy. 


3. The list of “ New Year’s honours” is not a long one, which signifies 


ace that there are not many vacancies in the two orders 
Comments on the New instituted for India. On our part we should like to 
bis bev’ - ss 3 (2 0), gh See the annual honours gazette even shorter than the 
Jan., Eng. cols. one issued last week. It would be an intense relief to 
: those who entertain the conviction that these showers 

of stars are mere baubles for which very few care. To the mass of the Indian 
world they are meaningless. To the enlightened it is more or less of a puzzle, 
the list of the K.C.I. E.’s and G,C.1. E.’s, the C.8.I.’s and the C. I. E.’s. 
The recipients are either Government officials or officialised gentlemen who 
hanker after a pendant to their names. The orders were originally instituted 
to show our gracious Sovereign’s appreciation of the merits of distinguished 
officials and citizens chiefly. But that object seems to have been defeated, 


judging from the way in which the titles seem to be conferred from year to 
year. | 


4. The less said _—e the New Year’s honours the better. It is a oe 

: ess task to search for any principle or equity in the 
Jeni” Spectator (4), 9th aistribution of siikatiacaain of this kind, ‘There are 
good men rewarded, but equally deserving worthies are 
neglected. Men known to fame get honours which they deserve, but which do 
not heighten their glory. On the other hand, unknown men become known 
only as recipients of honours for services which the uninitiated public knows 
not of. A complete jumble is there to be found in the minor Native honours 
granted—petty officials and well-known: private gentlemen of position being, 
to no small discomfiture of them to be sure, ranked together. The Services 
get the lion’s share of the honours, great and small. Oalcutta as usual draws 


most of the stream, being so near it. And the last, but not the least important, 
con 1791—3 
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remark that has to be made «is the portentous length of the list of honours, 
Who can remember all the new great men? Not even those who are now made 


great. But let us not conclude without — congratulating some in 
whom we must take special interest, name 
Messrs. Virchand -Dipehand, M.:K. Nariman, Ghelabhai Haridas and Mudliar ; 


, the Honourable Mr. Trevor, 


and to the remaining A.B.O.’s we may well say, “‘ We are not sorry, gentlemen, 
for your having been made great mien by the greatest power on land—your 


_ rulers, we mean.” 


6. The Akhbdr-e-Islém, in making adverse comments on the Indian 
National Congress, finds fault with the promoters of 
Muhammadan view of the the movement for calling it “ National” though the 


_ Indian National Congress, 


-Muhammadans and the Parsis and a majority of 

cg pent nea (228), 12th the Hindus from Gujarat have kept themselves aloof 
from the movement, and remarks that itis only the 

Bengali Babus and the Maratha Brahmins of the Deccan who take an active 


' part in it and go on passing the same resolutions every year. The paper, while 


commenting on some new resolutions passed at the last Congress session, approves 
of the resolution regarding England’s generous aid to India at the time of the 


last famine, 


6. We never before felt the need of the National Congress as we do now. 
The important service expected from the Congress is 
Alleged need of the Indian that it should communicate to the Government the 


National Congress to India. 


Vritta Sudha (110), 11th wants and grievances of the people. No doubt it is a 


Jan. | very difficult task, for it goes very hard for any one 


to please both the rulers and the subjects. The Con- 


‘gress can best secure its objects by a policy of conciliation and compromise, 


7. Through the kindness of a friend, we are able to give the following 
particulars about the Congress at Amraoti, which will 


Some particulars about the be found, we trust, particularly interesting, in view 
Indian National Congress 


B88 ot heavachs. of certain allegations of fact damaging to the move- 


Indian Spectator (4), 9th ment with which some of our contemporaries, not 


Jan. interested in it in any other capacity than that of 


opponents, tried to give a Christmas treat to their 


‘readers. On the whole the Congress was a pretty good success this year, and to 
‘that success Berar contributed the lion’s share, both in money andinmen. The 
“Central Provinces had to co-operate, but the co-operation proved rather feeble. 


The authorities could not possibly be accused of having thrown any impediment 
in the way of the Congress as Congress, but they were naturally very much 
afraid of a large gathering like the Congress bringing in the plague with 
it into the Berars, The examination and quarantine at Malkapur were 


the measures adopted in this behalf, the:aim being to limit in numbers 


as far as. possible traffic between Amraoti and the affected presidency on 


‘the one hand, and Amraoti and other parts of Berar on the other, This 


necessarily added to the difficulties of the Congress workers to a very great 


- extent; and it once appeared not far from probable that the opponents of the Con- 
‘gress might be able- to adduce as a proof of the decaying vitality of the move- 
~ment its not being: able to survive such special obstacles as the plague caused. 


The energies of the band of ardent Congressmen whom Berar can boast to possess 
proved, however, equal to the occasion. These gentlemen are also no way 


Suspects as popular leaders elsewhere are, and to this may be‘attributed the 
success of the last sessions, in spite of difficulties external as well as internal. 
. Of it was a hard task to conquer external difficulties in the way of the meéting 


of the Congress itself, it was perhaps a harder task still to make the Congress 


delegates come to a discordless and unanimous agreement that. even in this 


sessions it was imperatively necessary to be calm, sober and gentlemanly in the 
resolutions to be adopted on the burning topics of the day. The battle as 
ed hot necessarily in the Subjects Committee. There were 


e spirits who demanded violently worded resolutions in con- 
ion of the Bombay Government, and some even wanted the 


tion of the act 
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in the celebrated case of sedition that was lately decided in Bombay, and which 
‘cannot possibly pass out of memory for long. But these were few, quite in 
a hopeless minority. And it has to be remembered that each and every one of 
these belonged to provinces and to races and creeds which are,as much distant 
from the Deccan .and the Maratha Brahmin as the North Pole from the South. 
‘Every delegate from the Bombay Presidency and every leader of the Congress 
in the Berars themselves—most of them are Deccan Brahmins—was opposed to 
them, and was most determinedly in favour of moderation and against the Con- 
gress stooping down to care for individuals as such, ‘To the credit of Bengal 
may it be said that it was two of her eminent sons whose services proved 
invaluable in conquering the more ardent souls by argument and persuasion, so 
as to bring harmony in the Subjects Committee, not by out-voting, but by out- 
arguing and inducing the opposition to yield or withdraw. 


8. The special correspondent of a Bengal paper, which has earned the 
notoriety of always being hostile to the British Goy- 
Rast Goftér (128), %th ernment, who was present at the Congress meetin 
Jan», Eng. cols. . ; ive 8» 
: writes that it was seriously proposed at the meeting 
of the Subjects Committee to passa vote of censure on Professor Gokhale for 
offering an apology to Government in the matter of the charges he inadvertently 
made against British soldiers in connection with the plague at Poona during 
his sojourn in England last year. It was only through the intercession of some 
of the Bombay delegates that such a proposal was not allowed to be brought 
forward at the Congress meeting. The correspondent further states that the 
Honourable Mr. Justice Ranade’s presence at the Congress was greeted with 
loud cheers by a large number of the delegates. There were, however, some 
who expressed their disappointment and dissatisfaction among themselves at. the 
judgment delivered by the learned Judge in the Pratod case, wherein he held. 
that the prisoner, who had been convicted by the lower Court, was guilty of sedi- 
tion. It was openly expressed that, instead of writing out a separate judgment 
upholding the conviction, Mr. Justice Ranade should have only concurred with 
the decision of Mr. Justice Parsons. The above remarks speak for themselves 
and need no comment from us, They throw a flood of light on the composition 
of the Congress. Can any one, after reading these remarks, have any rezard 
or respect for men, who have shown themselves void of all honesty or sense 
Of justice to the best of their own countrymen ? 


9. We have made enquiries in the matter and are in a position to. 


Indian Spectator (4). 9th ‘Su>Stantially contradict the statement that Mr. G. 'K. 
Bs tan Spectator (4), Gokhale of Poona was not allowed to speak at the 
Conzress. last Christmas, either because he had been 

an instrument of giving currency to an ugly charge against the Poona soldiers 
or because he had tendered an apology for the same. There was absolutely 
never any proposal that Mr. Gokhale should speak, and there was none because 
those who would have proposed his name in the Subjects Committee had 
consulted him and asked him to take up some resolution, but it was Mr. 
Gokhale himself who steadily and resolutely declined to speak. In fact, 
the Berar Congress leaders and others could not digest the idea of letting 
Mr. Gokhale go away from Amraoti without opening his lips, though his over- 
touchiness made him so resolve. So at last he was. persuaded to deliver an 
address to students after the Congress was over on his impressions of England. 
He was heard patiently and with applause. The occasion was also availed of 
by some ardent Congressionists to ewlogise Mr. Gokhale’s services to the 
country, “evoking,” writes a friend present there, “ great applause from the 


audience and thereby giving a lie to the misunderstanding caused in other 
quarters.” | 


10. The resolution moved by the Honourable Mr. Surendranath 

eases E Bonnerji, deprecating the use of Regulation XXV 
93 The lngien netieal Bes 3 of 1827 and the detention of the Natu brothers for a 
Siskgursi-of the-Boubay Gov- period longer than three months, was equivalent to 
eieriienk. 52 | a vote of censure on the measures of the Bombay 
_ Mahrétta (7), 9th Jan. | Government during the past five months. Mr. 
= =." Bonnerji declared that his sympathies went with 
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Mr. Tilak in jail. He considered the trial of the Kesari a huge mistake and 
denounced the deportation of the Natu brothers as a blunder of a grave nature. 
The cheers which these remarks of, the Bengal orator elicited from the repre- 
sentatives of the Indian Empire assembled at Amraoti leave no doubt as to 
the judgment of the whole nation regarding certain actions of the Bombay Gov- 
ernment. We request the Rdst Goftdér of Bombay, which has indulged in some 
foolish remarks regarding certain imaginary dissensions in the Congress camp on 
the Tilak question, to read the following, which we quote from the Amrit Bazar 
Patrika of the 14th instant : “Though a formal resolution was not passed, the 
Congress showed in an unmistakable manner how deeply the incarceration of 
Mr. Tilak had moved the country. When Mr. Nair, in his presidential address, 
regretted the prosecution of Mr. Tilak, he was cheered. But the Congress hall 
presented a scene, the like of which was never seen before, when Babu Surendra- 
nath Bonnerji gave utterance to the following sentences: . ‘I declare on my be- 
half, and on behalf of the entire Native press, that in our heart of hearts we 
believe Mr. Tilak to be innocent of the charge brought against him. The ends 
of technical justice may have been satisfied, but substantial justice has grievously 
failed. My sympathies go forth towards Mr. Tilak in his prison-home, for whom 
the nation is in tears. No native of India of the eminence and ability of Mr. 
Tilak can be disloyal, for loyalty and patriotism are inseparably bound up to- 
gether.’ The whole assembly rose to their feet and outpoured their heart by 
cheering Mr. Tilak vociferously for several minutes, which drowned the speaker’s 
voice, The demonstration was of a most solemn and impressive character and its 
significance cannot be over-estimated.” Even the famous lawyer, Mr. W. O. 
Bonnerji, while moving the resolution regarding the new law of sedition, remarked, 
“There is not a single person present here in the Congress hall, or there is not 
any person in India, who believes that Mr. Tilak was seditiously minded.”’ 


11. The Broach Mitra draws the attention of Government to some of 

| the writings of the Broach Samdchar, saying that they 

Charge of sedition brought are seditious and unworthy of the Parsi community to 

— ve a i34) tou, Which the editor of the Samdchar belongs. The 

a quotation from the Samdchdr published by the Mitra 

is said to be from an old article in which the British 

Indian Government is taken to task for making wars with the alleged intention 

of extending its dominion. The subject of the article is the expedition sent 

against the Derveshis of Egypt, and the Samdchdr has therein warned Govern- 

ment against wars as dangerous and described the policy of Government as 

ruinous to the Native sepoys and profitable to the British soldiers at the cost of 
the former. 


12, Our fears that Government would have ultimately to*rue some of 
their reckless measures adopted in haste after the 
Alleged results of some of Poona tragedy are proving too true. Firstly, Govern- 
” — acts of Govern- mont have not been able to frame any definite chargés 
er ee ae ae (126), against the Natu brothers, although they have now 
9th Jan. ’ ‘been in custody for over four months, and it is now re- 
ported that Government are relenting towards the Natus 
as their moveable property has already been restored to the family and they 
themselves, it is said, are shortly to be released. Secondly, the object of Govern- 
ment in imposing the punitive police force at Poona having failed, they have 
decided to withdraw the force gradually. Such reckless acts of Government 
have mot only given them cause for repentance, but given _rise to adverse com- 
ments both in India and England. We, therefore, warn Government not to 
allow themselves to be again misled by;a few thoughtless Anglo-Indians, so that 
they might not have cause for repentance afterwards. 


13. Government may sometimes choose hd Peo bots il Mong 

appears in the papers, but the Lresidenc ciation, 

G nee a = eee rj agente body, sas aware of the. reply Pn the Council 
Bombay Prastlionoy. Associa. When it addressed the memorial. The question of the 
tion re the memorial about Honourable Mr. Parekh on behalf of the Natu 
the Nata brothers. brothers was of course divested of argument, being 
J N ad — (18), 9th only an interpellation in the Council; but when the 
ade alain same did not receive the careful attention of Govern. 
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ment, the Association thought it to be its duty to send a well-reasoned memorial 

on the subject. The Government has, therefore, done wrong in curtly referring — 
the Bombay Presidency Association to the reply in Council, Such a reply is 
most certainly calculated to spread the belief that Government is not inclined 

_to listen to any kind of representations, however well-reasoned they may-be, and 
to cause infinitely more discontent among the people than even the imprisoned. 
Sardars themselves could ever have thought of creating in the country. 


14. It seems that “ Government of Bombay has been at its wit’s end 
give anything like a reasonable reply, which might 
= oo 190), 9m justify it in the eyes of the wahtie vf the salad 
forwarded to it by the Council of the Bombay Presi- 
dency Association the other day touching the incarceration of the Sardars Natu. 
That petition on the face of it implies a knowledge of the reply to the interpella- 
tion put in reference to the subject at the last meeting of the Legislative Council. 
No ghost was required to repeat that reply, when the Association definitely 
demanded that under any circumstances the two brothers may be brought to a 
trial. But driven into a corner, not all the legal and political talent combined 
in the Secretariat was able to frame a better answer than the one it has just 
made to the Association. This, to our mind, is proof presumptive of the very 
slender grounds on which that hasty and unfortunate step was taken. It is 
but seldom that autocracy acknowledges its errors even when admittedly in 
the wrong, and we are not therefore surprised at the reply the Government 
has vouchsafed to the Association. It is tantamount toa glaring confession of 
the error into which the panic of the day betrayed it. This is the plain inference 
we draw from the answer. 


15. This answer hardly touches the important questions raised in the 

cle Wekiek On 10k memorial, Theonly remedy left is to discuss the ques- 
kg Eng po (19), tion in Parliament. In the two cases of deportation 
eee under a similar regulation in Bengal the prisoners 
were released and brought to trial under.the ordinary law. Probably the Gov- 


ernment is waiting in the same way for further evidence. We humbly suggest 
to the Government that it is waiting in vain now. If it has been unable to 

produce sufficiently strong evidence for the last five months, it is hardly likely 

that it will ever get such evidence. If the Natus are suspected they can be 

made to keep the peace by other means provided in the Criminal Procedure 

Code. But the exercise of this arbitrary power under the present circumstances 
_ when there is profound peaee in the land is not judicious. 


16. We learn that areply ine to the Association, en = members 
are referred to the answers given by Lord Sandhurst at 
ooo) mr the last meeting of the Bamber Lantalaitve Council. 
We need hardly say we are disappointed and disheartened. Surely, the Govern- 
ment do not intend keeping these men in prison forever? It is difficult to 
know what to advise. Evidently, little can be done here, but perhaps a great 
deal can be done in the House of Commons, which will meet very shortly, and 
that is all the comfort we can offer. 


17. One of the grandest precepts of Christianity is ‘“‘ Do unto others as you 
| would be done by.”? Have Anglo-Indian officials and 
Alleged misunderstanding journalists, who are, we suppose, devout Christians, 
ne rie followed this principle in connection with the recent 
cas Poona policy of the Bombay Government? Another 
Mahrdtta (7), 9th Jan. grand teaching of Christ is that quoted by our contem- 
. porary, the Dnydnodaya, “If ye forgive not men their 
trespasses, neither will your Father in heaven forgive your trespasses.”” This is a 
noble sentiment indeed, but how does it harmonize with the policy of revenge 
which has so long found favour with the officials? That is exactly what we 
have been saying from the beginning. It is undeniable that the press prose- 
cutions would not have taken place but for the Jubilee night murders. Now, 
we ask, because some scoundrel took into his head to murder Messrs. Rand 
and Ayerst for some supposed or real grievances, was it wise or generous 
on the part of the Government to punish a whole population, or to prose - 
‘cute editors of papers, who were perhaps as much horrified with the deed 
con 1791—4 
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-#as the officials themselves ? Whois then bound to- apologize and:.on whom 
.-lies- the responsibility of-initiating a policy of reconciliation? If official 
é ‘prowge requires. to be vindicated, has not injured humanity as great claims 
--for compensation ? Weare quite willing, therefore, to believe our contemporary 
- of the .Dnydnodaya when he tells us that certain missionaries had seriously 
- proposed to approach Government on Mr. Tilak’s behalf, and we sincerely 
regret that a misunderstanding of the real attitude of the Native press prevented 
_; them from carrying out this noble purpose. In the first place, what had 
- Mr, Tilak to do with the so-called defiant attitude of the Native press? Was 
his own attitude ever defiant, or was he punished for the sins of the whole 
Native press? We do not at all understand what our contemporary means by 
an “unrepentant and unapologetic spirit ’’ of the Native press. Did not the 
_ Poona Vaibhav apologize? Did not the Moda Vritt apologize? Did not 
Mr, Tilak himself maintain till the last that he never harboured any seditious 
intention ? Did not the whole Native press express their horror at the Jubilee 
“murders? Where was the defiance then? Again, where is the certainty that 
apology or repentance would have satisfied those who have been thirsting for 
vengeance P Besides, supposing the whole Native press, and, say, even Mr, Tilak, 
had at once assumed an apologetic and even a cringing attitude, would they 
have been believed or would they have been respected the more for doing so? 
Would not their sudden change of conduct have been attributed to fear or 
hypocrisy, or would it not have earned for them only deserved contempt? As 
for Mr. Tilak, our contemporary will admit that he had every right to vindicate 
his innocence so long as any legal avenue was open to him. Now that it is 
closed, it only rests with him to bow down to the decision and suffer the penalty, 
What more can he do? Our contemporary would not certainly expect him 
- to go abegging for mercy, when all along he has been protesting his innocence. 
One word more as to the attitude of the Native press and we have done. Those 
who think that its defiance, if defiance there is any at all, is directed against 
_- Government or-established authority are entirely mistaken. It is really meant 
to protect the character of the Native press against the vilification and mis- 
representations by writers in the English press. The game of these writers has 
been played too long and has often harmed both the Government and the 
people equally. Let the officials and sober-minded Englishmen disavow 
sympathy with these, and the Native press, we believe, will be the first to 
| support and applaud them. The Poona affair teaches many terrible lessons, but 
none more important than this. If our contemporary is sincerely sorry for what 
has happened, let him do something to mitigate the estrangement that has been 
brought about. between the rulers and the ruled. 


18. The Gurdkhi publishes two songs, in which the following sentiments 

| Bed are expressed :—Mr. Tilak is unjustly imprisoned and 

Alleged unjust imprison- the people are lamenting his imprisonment and pray- 

en et ene Prayer ing to God that no harm should befal him and that 

Gurékhé (45), 11th Jan. | the wicked and the evil-minded should be annihilated. 

oe The authorities are tormenting Mr. Tilak without any 

fault of his. Is there no one to do justice? Her Imperial Majesty is known to 

be kind-hearted and merciful ; how is it that she has become cruel? The Natu 

_ brothers and Mr. Tilak are made helpless and imprisoned. Oh God, make haste 

and protect the good men without any more delay, as ‘hou art the real 
saviour of the afilicted | ee eee foo | | 


19. Mr, Arthur aoe book. on **Our Troubles in iome and the 

| eccan ”’ is not likely to throw oil on troubled waters. 

A. Crawford's, book an It will be greedily selaed by a well-known class of 
“Onr Tronbles in Poonaand publicists for once more denouncing the Poona Brah- 
to eccam 14). Oth Jan, “uns and the Native press. Mr. Crawford, with all 
En pie TOP: I Ti aie ability and experience, is not the most impartial 
2g : person to pronounce the right verdict on the Deccani 
Brahmins, . This is the view many sober men. will take, It is impossible for 
: him or other people to forget the events of Lord Reay’s administration, and if 
that illustrious ex-Governor were asked his opinion on the subject-matter of 
“Mr. Crawford’s criticism, he would, we feel certain, take a different view in 
-;many important respects. But these matters are best left to history, and 
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Mr. Crawford would have done well: not to thrust his personality before the 
public at this time. His advice and criticism are calculated to. provoke - racial 
feelings, and for that reason, if for nothing else, we wish he had possessed his 
soul in patience for some time longer. That some Anglo-Indian politicians 
‘would be mightily pleased-with his views we have no doubt ; but it is a question 
- whether the responsible authorities would act wisely in taking any step in the 

direction in which he wants them to move. But even Government are liable. to 

be carried away by feeling in these days of excitement. That Mr. Crawford is 
misled by his ignorance and prejudice it would not be difficult to prove. 


20. In the nature of things Mr. Crawford could not bea truthful historian 
Indu Prakash (15), 10th of the Deccan where he received his fall, nor a dispas- 
Jan. Ex cg a sionate critic of the Konkanis who were instrumental 
in bringing about that fall. As for the book, which 
we had the good fortune not to get, it contains. a few truths, but they are 
ingeniously concealed in a heap of rubbish, Even his Anglo-Indian critics 
have to hold their breath while reading it. For ourselves we are not surprised 
at Mr. Crawford’s literary activity. He is a poor man who was used to luxury. 
He wanted to turn an honest penny by vilifying the men whose actions are 
now keenly criticised in England. Probably he will secure many patrons on 
account of its beautiful engravings. The book has no other merit, and possibly 
the author himself did not wish it to have any. _ ; 


21. ‘Whatare the credentials of this Mr. Arthur Crawford to pass strictures 

on the Deccanis? Mr. Arthur Crawford has got his 

Mahrdtta (7), th Jon. own credentials: first of all, he is the king of the bribed 
and the bribers; secondly, he yields to none in the art of seducing young and 
inexperienced servants of the Government into corrupt means of attaining 
eminence; thirdly, he is the true wily fox who for several years bafiled the 
attempts of a righteous. Government to nail him to his acts of faithlessness ; 
it was this very Mr. Arthur Crawford who wrote a note to his brother that he 
had committed suicide by drowning himself into the Mula-Mutha near Sangam 
‘ bridge ; it was this very Mr. Arthur Crawford who tried to evade the pursuit ‘of 
the detectives by running away from Poona with a false beard on his chin. 
The last: but not. the least credential of Mr. Arthur. Crawford to abuse the Poona 
- Brahmins right. and left is perhaps that his writings are appreciated and 
admired by the Times of Bombay. Mr. Crawford cannot be expected to know 
a great deal of the Shivaji movement fostered by the Tilak party except what 
‘little he might have gleaned from the columns of the Zimes of India ; no wonder 
then that Mr. Crawford and the editor of the Times of Endia have found the same 
spuriousness lurking behind the seditious movement. We pity the ignorance 
of the Times of India and Mr. Orawford, who join in requesting us to publish 
. the names of the subscribers to the Shivaji fund. We refer those who are 
- curious on this point to the files of the Kesart, where they will find recorded 
even the names of those whose quota to the fund did not exceed one pie. 
The Konkanasth Brahmins, in the opinion of Mr. Crawford, are a good lot as 
long as they do not transgiess the limits of Konkan, but immediately they go 
to Poona, we are told, they develop into traitors and murderers. A friend 
informs us that Mr. Crawford was an excellent servant of Her Majesty as long 
as he continued to work below the Ghats, that he was able to curb himself a 
little as long as he laboured in the Ratn4giri Zilla; but the moment he was trans- 
ferred to the Central Division he rapidly developed into a currupt administrator. 
Mr. Crawford reminds his readers that Bajirao, Nana Saheb, Tatya Topi were all 
Konkan Brahmins, Everybody in India knows that the Marathas were the pre- 
-decessors of Englishmen in the enjoyment of Imperial honoursin Hindustan. We 
fail to see how this historical fact can be utilised to vilify a nation. - Is it a crime 
to win empires? We have the consolation then that our present-rulers are our 


'. Companions in this respect. Mr. Crawford then proceeds to say something ‘of 


“the warlike Maratha now fighting by our ede’? (exclusive of the Maratha 
Brahmin, of course). We take the liberty to request Mr, Crawford to enlighten 
- sa little more on this point. Weask,; what is the use of ignoring the fact that the 
Systematic attempts of the British Raj have succeeded in emasculating the war- 
__ like inhabitants of Maharashtra? In connection with the expeditions against 
«the frontier tribes, we often hear the names of the Gurkhas and the Sikhs 
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mentioned, but we have never read the names of the Marathas mentioned for 
any martial deeds after the mutiny of 1857. The Marathas are the proper 
race to meet the Afridis in the valleys and passes of frontier mountains; for 
they are true masters of guerilla warfare and they are the only fit persons to 
pay the Afridis in their own coin. Had a chieftain of the true Maratha blood © 
been placed at the head ofa brigade of General Lockhart’s army, the Tirah ~ 
expedition would have been over long before the advent of winter. But 
unfortunately the British Government does not give any countenance to the 
military aspirations of young Maharashtra. To tell the truth, the military 
enthusiasm of Maharashtra has now disappeared ; for the nation is completely 
tamed. In spite of these facts, Mr. Arthur Crawford has the bare-faced 
hardihood to tell his readers indirectly that the military fame of Maharashtra 
has not dwindled a. tittle. Those who watched the gloomy faces of Muham- 
madan crowds gathered near the High Court of Bombay when young Mr. Justice 
Strachey convicted Mr. Tilak of sedition, will read with contempt and abhorrence 
the following sentence penned by Mr. Crawford: ‘‘ Muhammadans may not 
love us, may despise us for our fatuitous folly in dealing with our real enemies, 
but they hate the Brahmins with an intensity which cannot be gauged by 
European standard.”’ | 


22. It is a painful thought that a corrupt and dismissed civilian like 
ee | Mr. Crawford should pour unmitigated abuse on (the 
Kesari (04), 11th Jan. = neople of) Poona, which was once the centre of power 
and glory and inspired awe from one end of India to the other. But may we 
ask what authority Mr. Crawford can claim to vilify Maharashtra P We have 
not yet forgotten certain incidents in his Indian career, in which he tried 
to cheat both the Government and the people whose salt he ate, and which must, 
therefore, considerably detract from the value of his opinions. We believe his 
object in abusing the Poona Brahmins is simply to ingratiate himself with the 
Anglo-Indian public, infuriated by Mr. Rand’s murder. Mr. Crawford makes 
honourable mention of several Brahmins as Mandlik, Ranade, Vinchurkar and. 
others, and then proceeds to slander the whole Brahmin community to his heart’s 
content. Did he not suspect that such of the objects of his praise as are alive 
would not fail to disown praises coming from such a heartless critic? One of Mr. 
Crawford’s curious hypotheses is that the Konkani Brahmins are honest, intel- 
ligent and straightforward in the Konkan, but the moment they come and 
settle upon theGhats they are converted into murderers and traitors. He 
mentions Nana Saheb, Tatya Topi and Bajirao in illustration of this hypothesis, 
Nana Saheb rose in open rebellion against the English in 1857 and was guilty 
of acts of cruelty on the battle-field. But only a prejudiced mind can fail to 
distinguish between sucha brave rebel and a murderer. So also, of all the 
rebel leaders Tatya Topi has received the highest praises from every historian 
of the mutiny period. there was any one who bafiled the English generals 
and inspired them with the dread of his skill and valour, if was he. Even 
those who opposed him in battle and dropped dead in the field before the furious 
onslaught of his cavalry will not rank him among murderers and traitors. 
If by Bajirao Mr. Crawford means the last of the Peshwas, we must say that 
one Englishman at least has proved ungrateful to that most foolish and super. 
stitious individual who surrendered his kingdom to the English. But since 
Bajirao is mentioned along with Nana Saheb and Tatya Topi, we think Mr. 
Crawford probably refers to the first Peshwa of that name, and if this surmise is 
correct, we can only warn Mr. Crawford that he who tries to spiton the sun onl 
spoils his own face in the process. The hypothesis about the relative morality 
of the Konkan Brahmins above and below the Ghats is simply fatuitous. Mr. 
Crawford himself was not so corrupt while in the Konkan as he became after 
settling on the Ghats and he probably judges others by his own experience, 
‘He also perceives insidious sedition in the Shivaji revival, and this opinion 
is perhaps copied from the Zimes of India, through whose columns alone 
Mr. Crawford can have known of it. He praises Maratha valour, but we think 
his praises are not sincerely meant. Who does not know that the Maratha 
of to-day has lost his martial instincts owing to the policy pursued by Govern- 
ment towards that community? Lastly, Mr. Crawford asserts that the Muham- 
madans hate the Brahmins. But the falsity of this assertion will be at once 


~“ 


evident to those who remember that Brahmins have served as prime ministers 


to Muhammadan sovereigns in the past. To take a later instance, who does not 


remember the sad and mournful faces of the Muhammadans on the day 
Mr. Tilak was convicted by Mr. Justice Strachey ? 


23. As far as possible, we do not like to write harshly about any one, 
fede Prabdek (18). 18th Not to utter a ‘cutting’ word is our motto. But 
<geeditnl au “then even the virtue of patience has its limits, It is 
simple foolishness to forget all self-respect and to swallow insults quietly. We 
wish to deal to-day with Mr. Crawford, the dismissed and corrupt ex-Commissioner 
of the Central Division. If we allow his wicked effusions to pass unnoticed, 
we shall probably be sufferers in the long run. We did not think that Mr. 
Crawford would show his blackened face before the world once more. The. 
charges he has brought against the Brahmins are so mean and wicked that they 
need no refutation whatever. Even a child can understand that he is angry 
with the Native press simply because he received no bribes from the con- 
ductors of Native journals, But his slander of the Native press can do no 
more harm to it than the barking of a dog does to the moon. Both Mr. 
Crawford and the Times of India fall foul of the Brahmins because they find that 
that community has lost favour with the Government at present. Mr. Crawford 
likens the Brahmins to black snakes, but the simile can better be applied to 
Mr. Crawford himself. We hope that the Government will treat his silly 
vapourings as well as those of the Times of India with the utmost contempt 
and inflict adequate punishment upon them. The new law of sedition gives them 
ample powers to do so. ‘The interests of Government are likely to suffer a great 
deal if unbridled license were to be given to such mischief-mongers. 


24, The Social Conference of last Christmas was held with an eclat 
which confirms the reputation the Berars have for 
Indian Social Conference being equally in the front in social and _ political 
yg oy oer (4), 9 Teform. The Conference was attended by a strong 
a . phalanx of more than 100 ladies, three of whom took 
an intelligent part in the discussion at the Con-— 
ference, in. which respect the Berar session of the movement surpasses every 
other previously held. A red-letter day was that to the Berars and to the whole 
of India, we may safely say. The Honourable Mr. Justice Ranade is to be 
congratulated on the success attained this year at Amraoti by the movement 
with which his name is so worthily identified ; and for the steady courage and 
masterly wisdom and activity with which he gave it birth and has brought it 
up to adolescence, he deserves the undying gratitude of his country. 


25. Everything that the Honourable Mr. Justice Ranade writes or speaks 
commands universal respect, if not unqualified atten- 
Mr. Justice Ranade’s latest tion, Whether he discourses on land revenue or pro- 
yay wg on social reform.  vincial finance, whether he rivets public attention on 
atser-e-Hind (120), 9th the dave tol "a a aA ‘ 
Jan,, Bag. cols, e development of new industries and the revival of 
dying and decaying ones, whether he dilates on educa- 
tion or expounds the teachings of history, or whether he talks on political and 
social reform, we all seem to admire him. There is so much reasoned truth, 
such compressed thought, such a far-sighted vision, such a grasp of practical 
details, that one is lost in wonderment which to eulogise most—those gems of 
thoughts which come sparkling to the surface or the choice English, plain and 
unadorned, but perfectly perspicuous and breathing a spirit of right earnestness. 
Such are Mr. Justice Ranade’s utterances on public affairs. They are priceless 
possessions for the present generation as well as for posterity. But in no respect 
is Mr. Ranade to be seen at his best than when he is speaking on social reform. 
We are rejoiced to see the manner in which Mr. Ranade spoke on social reform 
at the last annual Conference at Amraoti, and how he pointed out those “root 
ideas ’’ on which to work. The whole address is most interesting and enlivening 
reading, and it is to be hoped those in whose behalf and welfare he put forth 
his mature thoughts would well take them to heart. 


26. Why do the Natives hide plague cases? Are they all a set of liars 


_ and scoundrels, who defeat the good intentions of the 

Bd Sar conceal their aythorities in stamping out the plague? We believe 
. Piridher (99), 10th Jan. ‘the true explanation of the tendency observable among 
_ Natives to conceal. plague cases is to be found in the 
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way the plague measures are enforced. The s Pieane authorities look upon the 
Natives as mere beasts and’as such not entitled to any belief or ympetl . Th 

atients are mercilessly dragged away to the hospital in utter disregard of the 

eelings of their near and dear relatives. The clothes and bedding found in the 
infected house are burnt or disinfected without any regard to the loss caused to 
the owners. Are the clothes and the beddings in the hospitals burnt or dis- 
iq infected ? Are the vehiclesemployed to remove plague patients to the hospitals 
| ever disinfected ? Are these things exempted from disinfection because they 
| are Government property ? Why should Europeans be exempted from the dis- 
infecting baths at Anand and at Poona? Do they enjoy special immunity from 
the plague? This sort of partiality in enforcing plague measures compels the 
Natives to have recourse to subterfuges. We strongly wish and pray that the 
plague should break out in England, so that we may have an opportunity of 
seeing or reading how segregation, disinfection and other like measures are 
. enforced there. 


if _ 27. Last year, when Mr. Haffkine first discovered the present prophylactic, 
4 we were about the first to recommend it for use. 

Suggestions with a view Whatever the efficacy of inoculation may be, it would 
ea on tse 7 ggg S not be wise to force it upon an ignorant people, 
if py or "Prakésh Q 5), 10i, @lready frightened by the increase of plague and 
if Jan., Eng. cols. the proposed rules for death registration. Now, the 
. suggestion for carrying the lymph from house to house 
by the visiting Justices is liable to be misunderstood. It would be to some 
i purpose if the Justices would get themselves inoculated in the presence of the 
if public; better still, if His Excellency the Governor leads off, the result being 
| simply marvellous. About a hundred or two hundred people representing the 
different communities should be brought. together under the presidency of His 
Excellency Lord Sandhurst. Mr. Haffkine should give to the meeting a short 
account of the advantages of being inoculated. His Excellency then would 
make a speech, these speeches would be interpreted in the vernaculars, and 
then the real work of inoculation should commence. That will have a magical 
effect on the populace, and none can misrepresent the action of the Govern- 
ment, for the leaders will say to the people ‘ Why do ye, Oh people, object to 
this? Did not the Governor Saheb get himself inoculated? What are you 
then that you should refuse ?’’ His Excellency may have to stay at home for 
a day or so; but the effect on the -poor people will be wonderful, Why, the 
support of His Highness Aga Khan is inducing many Muhammadans to get 
themselves inoculated. How much more then will the individual action of the 
Governor influence the conduct of the poor ? 
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28. The imposition of ten days’ quarantine at Bandora against even 

_ .. Bombay, and the attempt of the authorities of the 

Remarks onthe imposition 4na District to prevent Bombay people from seeking 

of ten days quarantine at ° A 

Bandora and other restric. refuge in the suburbs, as they did last year, together . 

tions placed against people with the restrictions which have been imposed against 

‘in Bombay desiring to goto people living in the various parts of Bombay proper 

gti ag cae 0 (4), 9th going to reside on the Malabar and Khambala Hills, 

—— seem to us to be the fore-runners of a policy which, if 
= , - unaccompanied with any other safeguards and modi- 
. fications, will mean either condemning Bombay people to die in their houses if. 

- - . the plague increase to its dimensions of last year, or to induce such an exodus as 

2 would make Bombay a greater desert than it. became last year in February and 

a March. Weare by no means advocates of an uncontrolled exodus from place to 
Ee place, even from one part of the city to another or from the city to a suburb and - 

ice versa. This means indiscriminate spreading of the plague poison every where, 

and proportionately making it more and more difficult to stamp the epidemic out. 

altogether. But facilities there ought to be for the vacation of infected parts and 

taking shelter in the open fields outside the city. Facilities of this kind ought 

to be augmented as far as possible and not restricted ; for it is one of the means 

‘ to make people escape falling victims to the epidemic without giving a death- 
“blow to business in the city. Restrict. this sort of camping out of the town, so 

10 oe one of two effects must follow, if of course the plague becomes virulent 

dike year, of which weare not yet quite certain, ie will either go 

‘away to their native places long away from Bombay, taking the risks of 

quarantine and disinfection bath as a temporary evil through which to ‘pass 
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to safety, and thus business in the city will come to a standstill, or the people 
will remain.in the houses where they are, and the plague getting more food 
shall claim more. victims and a desolate. and depopulated town shall be overfull 
of plague bacilli, The concentrated poison, may then somehow march even 
through the atmosphere, as is said to have been the case with the epidemic which, 
devastated England in the seventeenth century. The only way to prevent this 
twofold evil is to give facilities for the camping out of the population. If the 
suburbs are to be protected, let some virgin soil belonging to Government be 
offered for the erection of temporary hutsand pandals. by those who can afford 
to. build them at their own cost; and for the poor it would be necessary for the 
authorities to build huts to be given gratis. General Gatacre did this last year. 
We hope the Plague Committee of the present day will be equally generous. 


29. The recrudescence of the plague in its more virulent form during 
the last three weeks is a matter of the deepest regret. 
_ Virnlence of the plague From an average of 15 to 20 cases, the number has 
: cee Foc pe for leapt to 50 and 60, and sometimes as many as 70 and. 
TT aiser-e-Hind (120), 9th 80 cases have been recorded. The total mortality, 
Jan., Eng, cols. too, which fluctuated between 100 and 110, rose yester- 
| day to 213. All these facts are most deplorable. 
Panic has again seized the community. The large number of deaths among 
the Jains has led to a stampede of the well-to-do members of that sect, chiefly 
Marwari bankers and brokers. The pestilence is most rife in Byculla, Mandvi 
and the Market. There has now commenced a daily exodus of people. The poor- 
est and most ignorant are so far frightened that they flee away under any circum- 
stances to their villages, even after undergoing all the discomforts and incon- 
veniences of the segregation camp. The mill-hands, too, have taken alarm and 
there is already a subscription set on foot by the mill-owners to provide a large 
hospital where operatives afflicted with plague may be accommodated and tend- 
ed. One great cause of the panic among the masses is, it is alleged, the arbi- 
trary way in which even the healthiest are taken into custody! The search 
parties are said to be very unsympathetic and seem to show no discrimination in 
their attempt to pick up the really plague-stricken. This matter requires to be 
thoroughly enquired into. Exaggeration there may be in the many rumours 
which reaeh our ears as to how people are torn away from their homes and 
carried away to the hospitals. The scrimmage which took place on Thursday 
last between a powerful Sidi and the plague party at Imamwada lends some 
colour to popular complaint. It is a fortunate circumstance that the struggle 
did not culminate in a riot. We are aware at least of one authentic instance, 
of an unimpeachable character, where a mill operative, who had never been sick 
and who had steadily attended to his work for two months, was pounced upon 
while dining with a few friends and immediately dragged away to the infectious 
hospital. This is too bad. The instance shows that there is. more zeal to catch 
somebody rather than pick up genuine plague cases. This should not be, and 
we trust the attention of the Plague Committee has been already drawn as to 
how the, subordinate executive carry on the work. Everybody wishes for a 
return of General Gatacre, who seems to be the idol of the populace. They sa 
‘these things would never have happened under the sympathetic guidance of that 
tactful and judicious gallant officer. 


30. The position is ih. cmprel. Within a month the reported 
7 weekly mortality from plague has actually quadrupl 

ase an (118), Sth Jan. and the total weekly mortality has doubled iteslt age 
figuring at 1,061. Coincidentally with the increased 
virulence of the plague the mortality has grown to abnormal dimensions. It 
indicates that all the measures, repressive and preventive, prove of no avail. 
As regards the vagaries of munieipal nomenclature, the public do not require 
‘any hint to read between the figures given by the municipality and the actual 


‘mortality from the plague. A marked increase in other diseases is also indicated 
‘by the figures. ; 


31. Panic was greatly increased amongst the ordinary class of men at 
Bombay owing to the slow but certain increase of the 
momemarks fon the plague epidemic with the cold. There is no doubt that 
Guaréts (114). Sth Jen, the situation, on the whole, is better than that of 

i (114), 9th Jan er | , : 
| the last year, but it is worse than that witnessed five 
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months ago. The increase in the number of plague cases this year seems to be 
due to better inspection by the authorities and to the removal of éven ordinary 
fever cases to plague hospitals on mere suspicion, as alleged by some persons. 
The exodus of the people, especially of Marwddis and Ghatis, has commenced. 
during the last two weeks. Thisis due partly to the false belief that some dire 
calamity is to befal this city in the ensuing Hindu month of Magh, and partly 
to the manner in which the petty employés of the Plague Committee carry 
out the measures entrusted to them. The rule regarding the destruction of 
furniture and the disinfection of costly clothes when a plague case occurs in a 
house has greatly alarmed the people. It is also improper to prohibit the 
migration of the healthy from infected localities to Malabar Hill, Mahalakshmi 
and such other places. Let the Plague Committee make some other arrange 
ments for those who want to remove from infected localities to better ‘places 
before enforcing such a prohibition. It is also desirable for the Committee to give 

_ instructions to the search parties to respect the manners and customs of the 
people. Itis particularly desirable for the Committee to follow in the foot- 
steps of General Gatacre and to give no cause for unnecessary alarm. 


32. The plague has at last ae a ae a he Bombay and it 
ee fairly threatens to paralyse the trade and industries of 
Sg couuaes ee ‘ae. The ioveriintat are vexed that their 
er measures have no appreciable effect on the epidemic. 
The patience of the people has also been exhausted, as the recent disturbance 
of the Sidis shows, and they are prone to take the law into theirown hands. We 
pray that Government should suspend all their measures for a time and that a 
public meeting of the inhabitants be convened by the Plague Committee to 
learn the grievances of the people. | 


30. The Bombay correspondent of the Kesar: writes that, with the increase 
ie aed @ of the plague in Bombay, signs are visible in the city 

esart (04), 1ith Jan. = of the scenes of last year being re-enacted this year, 
that the Marwadis have already begun to run away from the city, that the 
measures of the Plague Committee are gradually increasing in stringency and that 
more complaints are at present heard against that body than when it was presided 
over by General Gatacre, He complains that difficulties are placed in the way 
of the Bombay people who are desirous of camping out in the suburbs during 
the plague period, that quarantine has been imposed against Bombay at Thana, 
Bandora and Mahim, and that restrictions are imposed upon those emigrating 
even to Walkeshwar, Mahdlakshmi and Parel. He complains that though 
Sir James Campbell promised the deputation of Native merchants that recently 
waited upon him that an order had been issued by the Plague Committee stopping 
the medical examination of persons by putting the thermometer into the mouth, 
the said order is not yet brought into force. He concludes by praying that | 
Sir James will make enquiries into the matter and take measures to prevent 
further complaints of the people of a like nature. | on ie 


34. The Akhbdr-e-Soddgar makes adverse comments on the rule recently 
) made by Government directing that all deaths in 
- Rule about giving informa- Bombay should be duly reported to the nearest medical 
tion of deaths in Bombay dis- officers and certificates obtained from them about the 


approved of. ‘ 
LL béree.Sodd 129), causes of death before the dead bodies are removed for 
1th Tan. solder. C2 final disposal, saying that the working of the rule will 


cheese _ @ause great inconvenience and hardship and will 
unnecessarily delay the disposal of the corpses, which, according to the religion 
of some communities, must be disposed of as soon as possible. = __ ae 


35: A correspondent of the Gurakhi writes :—Some two years ago, though 
paneer -- all sorts of fevers were prevailing in Bombay, the 
Ccnnsgestion to the Plague people did not so much mind them, as all the patients 
“@urdkis (48), 9th Jan, - Were treated in their own houses and the fevers 
eg heen sei disappeared after a short time. But since last year 

_the~stringent rules of the Plague Committee for suppressing the plague 
have made the people most uneasy, and there is much dissatisfaction caused by 
—the'conduct of plague doctors and plague search parties. The Flague Committee 
should issue strict orders to their subordinates not to remove any patient to 
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the plague hospital unless he shows all the signs of the plague. If they were 


to do.so they would earn the blessings of the people. 


36. The Deshi Mitra finds fault with the action of the plague authoritie a | 


Plague operations at Surat 


and alleged’grievances of the 


le. 
P Desks Mitra . (189), 13th 
Jan.; Hindustan (118), 9th 


‘Jan. 


at Surat in closing all the privy pits in the city with 
out making any alternative provision for the reception 
and removal of the night-soil, observes that the people 
are thereby greatly inconvenienced and are put to 
great hardship by being called upon to vacate their 
houses and erect segregation huts for themselves out- 
side the city at very short notice. The Surat correse 


ondent of the Hindustan comments on the want of uniformity in regulations 
tra med by the local plague authorities, by pointing out that while arrivals by 
rail or sea from infected places are exempted from quarantine on certain condi- 
tions, the inhabitants of Surat, whohad removed outside the city during the 
prevalence of the epidemic, are subjected to ten days’ quarantine as well as to a 
disinfecting bath before being admitted to the city. 


87, The Rastk Ranjint complains of the inconvenience caused by the 


Alleged hardship caused 
by the introduction at Gadag 
of a rule not to dispose of 
dead bodies without a medi- 


rule enforced by the plague authorities at Gadag 
(Dharwar) that no dead body should be disposed of 
without the production of a medical certificate as to 
the cause of death. The paper says that the rule not 


cal certificates only does violence to the religious prejudices of the 
J _— Ranjint (181), th Heonle, whose Shastras forbid the keeping of a dead 

“i body in the house for a long time, but will also tax 
the energies of the local medical officers to the utmost, who will have constantly 
to be on the move to certify the cause of death in each case as it occurs. It 
therefore requests that the rule, the violation of which subjects persons to a 
penalty under Section 188 of the Indian Penal Code, should be repealed by 
the plague authorities as early as possible. 


88. Two subordinates of the Public Works Department are said to 

) | have been dismissed outright for having subscribed 
Remarks on the alleged dis- tothe Tilak defence fund. Such dismissals are strange 
ern im te one oor under any circumstances, and when one heurs that they 
to the Tilak doferee fund, Dave had the sanction of Lord Sandhurst they become 
Native Opinion (18), 9th Jan. Very painful indeed. It is not becoming to the dignity 


of high officers of Government to have taken away the 


bread of two Psd men by giving importance to a trifling matter. We do not 


know what offence the two clerks committed by subscribing to the Tilak defence 
fund, When Government themselves spend public money in defending heinous 
offenders like murderers, why should they punish those who helped Mr. Tilak to 
defend himself? We regret very much that by punishing such men Govern- 
ment have shown the pettiness and vindictiveness of their own minds. 


Legislation. 


39. So far as the new Section 124A proposed to be enacted aims at pre- 
venting the inciting of one community against 

Remarks on the proposed another, or inciting it to break the law and rise in 
oosmodee of the law of sg it is one ae welcomed with all heart. Ex- 
a tator (4), 9th Citing race animosities isa curse, which ought to be 
Peo ees *) put a stop to by all means; but we hope “that the 
principle will be applied to each and every attempt of 

the kind in the country, whether it be calculated to excite the Hindus against 
Muhammadans or Muhammadans against Hindus, or to excite the Europeans 
against the Natives or the Natives against the Europeans. Vilifying of 
whole communities is not a thing unknown to us in India, and the non-official 
members of the ruling class have in this matter as often sinned against 


the true interests of the British Empire as the most bitter Native exciter 
of class prejudices. The prejudices which find public vent from the non- 


officials are also those which often affect the officials. And if these are not 

above the ordinary run, they will not find anything amiss in the outpourings of 

those prejudices, whatever their ultimate effect may be. Hence, we are afraid 
con 1791—6 


ee a et al Mts: anehh h Mag CER ES . eo sae ; sisah Sei , a 
mance idee pumnionaninetin Act) Ah SPE FB ETA A, PE CR ay SCA ae ce geet ry pene pt t  w ee TE 
: ‘ hr eas Pad ox LR EN wt PRS ee ¥2 kos ak CR sce 8 my as ~ — ° , 0 
Fie ce oa po Pe ‘ age mr a er pe a is vey awe ee i Be Ee ne OF Lay : M 
SE a NS gh ed bre : #3 A OH Tle. SST OS ss, 


+t we 24: A J AE Oe en - 
SESS, tilen «REGIS Pha othe aa 
seen — 


SCRE alc nat ac thick clad eB fa 25a 
ion & — 


HSB ee} 


ere 
2 FR AEG ARTY 
: > ow 


Se EEO oS phat gees SP te eed . 
mee oh salem 8 A ERR * Sinai en ee ee ee eee ee 


witht digs ee EE RR Pe a re 
wo AS Neen} ba * ‘ a ik 
we panne eS Ses Sgn ee Seat ee eS Cee TET 


20 


that the new Section 124A, to be enacted into law, will not. be used as effec. 
tively in regard to the vilifying of Native communities by non-Natives, as it 
will be in regard to the vilifying of one Indian community by another, And 
this difficulty shall certainly not be surmounted by the provision that proceed- 
ings under even this part of the new law of sedition to be enacted shall have to 
commence only on the initiation of the Government. When sedition is also 
interpreted to mean the exciting of one community against another by vilifica- 
tion or otherwise, it is the vilified community that becomes the party directly 
aggrieved, and a fortiori that community should have a right of moving in 
the matter, whether or not the State allows it. The principle we are advo- 
cating is the principle on which the difference is made in our Criminal Code 
between cognizable and non-cognizable offences. Why then should the State 
alone have the right to institute proceedings if any one chooses to vilify an 
entire community? The latter party, too, ought to have a similar right, we 


“think, 


40. The more we yy roe -. Chalmers’ scheme, the re angry and 

: isgusted we become. We can scarcely credit our 
Pelt een ese eyes, when we read that a Liberal Visteoy—toe we 
suppose Lord Elgin calls himself that—is a party to such an undertaking. 
Yet soit is, and we can only express surprise that a man, otherwise sensible, 
should have become so utterly panic-stricken in his attitude towards the Indian 
press. Inthe name of everything that is reasonable, what have the Indian 
journalists done? ‘They have criticised the Indian: transfrontier policy and 
its result, the present miserable war; they have spoken (vigorously may be) 
about Lord Sandhurst’s Poonaism; and they have told Lord George Hamilton 
that they do not love him: but surely these are not crimes? Yet whatever 
they may be now, they will quickly become crimes when Mr. Chalmers’ Bill 
is law. When we first discussed this alarming Bill we said (alluding to the 
proposals to bind “ sedition-mongers ’’ over to keep the peace and to warn them 
“to discontinue their evil practices’) we should like to know more of it; this 
proposal, we hinted, looked suspiciously similar to the Lytton Gagging Act, 
and we asked, who is to administer the warning ? Since then we have learnt 
more of the scheme, and our worst fears are realised. So far as.we can judge— 
and we think we are right in our opinion—this proposal will put enormous 
power into the hands of the executive officers. It means, so we understand, 
that Magistrates, without any trial, will be allowed to warn an unfortunate 
journalist, and thus to create a reign of terror in which the Indian newspaper 
writer will shine with fear, Lord Elgin may say he does not wish to gag the 


press, but evidently he does not understand the force of the proposal for which 


he is responsible. Under this plan we can easily imagine a village Hampden 
incurring the wrath of a Collector, and we can also imagine some obliging 
Magistrate, or possibly the Collector in his character as a Magistrate, effectually 
silencing the aforesaid Hampden and no one knowing anything aboutit. Of 
course, this sort of thing is not likely to happen in the presidency towns, 
where there is some public opinion, but—in the mofussil! And this is Lord 
Elgin’s Christmas Box! We have written strongly on this matter, because 
we feel strongly and we recognise the danger, Would that every one in India 
recognised it as strongly as we do, and this wretched Bill would never become 
law. The measure is not necessary, it is dangerous, and it is reactionary. 
When a seditious journal is brought before the Court, that journal is punished 
even. with a mixed jury. The recent trials showed that, for when one of the 
papers lately prosecuted was clearly guilty of sedition its editor was unanimously 
condemned by a jury containing Indians, and sent to prison, What more does 
the Government want? What more, in fairness, can it claim? The answer, 
of course, to our objections will be, there are a number of petty papers all over 
the country, whose writings seriously interfere with the local work of executive 
officers. We are prepared to admit the force of this; but the British Lion need 
not fear the attacks of mosquitoes, and surely for the sake of these pests it is 
not necessary to enact a law which is worthy of the military Government of 
Germany, and utterly unworthy of an English administration. We confess, 
it isa difficult task to deal with these annoying sheets, but, on the principle 
that it is better fora thousand guilty men to escape than for one innocent | 
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man to suffer, it is wiser to leave them alone. Surely, in the multitude of 
vernacular local papers, there are some whose criticisms are of value; sub- 
ordinate officers are not always in the right, and those, whose criticisms are 
valuable, will be frightened into a sycophancy which no one desires. However 
we can say no more—we can only await the result; but there is this hope. 
The Bill, when it becomes law, will be more unworkable than the Lytton 


Gagging Act, and it can only last until the present reactionary spirit, now 
brooding over us all, has passed away. | 


41. All sorts of ~— interests being indissolubly ray up with 
| the interests of the governing class, it is but natural 
sce cagteinis that the generality of the Arigto- Titian editors should 

be ready to say amen to everything which emanates from the blessed circle of 
the Civil Servants. Such being the position of the Anglo-Indian papers in 
India, the new law of sedition, though in theory equally applicable to all, will 
in practice depend on the accident of race, though not of language. In the 
days of Lord Lytton, English was not so universally spoken and written as at 
present. The Indian National Congress conducts most of its business in 
that tongue. In almost all the towns of the empire, big and small, a good 
lecture in English can command a decent audience, The English Native papers 
of the land do now exercise immense influence over the educated classes, Will 
it not be right to say that the astonishing progress of the English Native press 
has a great deal to do with the willingness of the executive to place it on the 
same level with the Vernacular press? The amendment of Honourable Mr. 
Chalmers tends to endanger the liberty of the entire Native press, and that too 
under the misleading subterfuge of removing the inequality in the Gagging 
Act of 1878. This is the reason why the Vernacular Press Act was not decided 
upon. From the professions of good will towards the press and ill will towards 
the Gagging Act cne may be led to believe that the amendments of the Honour- 
able Mr. Chalmers, proposed with the intention that the law shall not bea 
dead letter and that offenders against the law of the land shall be capable of 
being promptly brought to book, are less subversive of all constitutional freedom 
and progress than Act IX of 1878. We say that the new law of sedition is 
equally retrograde, unnecessary, severe and unjust, nay, it is in some respects 
worse than the law of Lord Lytton. The Gagging Act of 1878 was an instru- 
ment of oppression in the hands of high officers of the State entertaining erroneous 
notions regarding their exalted position, importance and infallibility. We must 
admit the new law does not give any countenance to the idea of censorship of 
the Vernacular press; no one is required to undertake to submit the proof-sheets 
of articles to the inspection of Government officials. But the new law hands 
our authors, editors, and epeakers too, to the tender mercies of the District Magis- 
trates and Magistrates of the First Class. Collectors and Mamlatdars and other. 
executive officers will be authorized to require any man, though not an author 
or editor, to give security for good behaviour. Does not this amount to placing 
the writings of the press under executive control? It is of no use to pass over 
the fact that the District Magistrate is none else but the big executive officer 
of the Zilla. Lord Lytton was a straightforward man; he expressly placed. 
the Vernacular press under the control of the executive officer. The Honour- 
able Mr. Chalmers and Lord Elgin have done the same thing, but in a zigzag 
fashion, perhaps befitting a statesman of Machiavelliantype. 


42, A once habitual correspondent- of the Kesari, signing himself as 
ea ie eas * Dhanurdhari,”’ writes that the law of sedition, even as 
Resa’ (58): ne it stands, has wrought much mischief in the Maha- 
rashtra and that the proposed amendment in it would prove much more harmful 
to the independence of Native journalism. THe says that under the proposed 
amendment even criticism of Government measures would not be exempted as 
in the past, and that there would be no longer any room to boast that there is 
liberty of the press in India. He further thinks that the amendment would not 
touch the Anglo-Indian section of the press, because, he points out, the tribunals 
of justice have, in some cases, shown that they are not as impartial in administer-: 
ing justice as between Natives and Europeans as they pretend to be. He concludes 
by saying that if the amendment is not considerably emasculated ‘before being 
_ passed into law there would be an end to all outspoken criticism, and that he 


_ 
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himself would think twice before figuring asa critic of Government measurés 
‘fn the columns of the Kesari newspaper. | : Bee 

43, The amendment in contemplation will render every Indian editor’s 
Dhan, tert life a burden to him. Sad as is the lot of the poor 
canlian “man, the prospect before him is a good deal sadder 
still. Freedom of speech will be a thing of the past as soon as the new measure 
passes into law. It is a thousand pities that owing to the public mind being 
wre-occupied at the present moment with various things, the new piece of legis- 
lation has not come in for the full measure of attention it deserves. But the 
matter is likely to be hurried through the Select Committee reporting ina 
month’s time, and it is time that the public spoke their mind on it in an un- 
mistakable fashion. No measure of the Government could be unfavourably 
criticized, and the freé press, about which we have heard so much, will be 
compelled to suspend its functions. — 


44. Weshould not have thought that the policy of reaction recently in- 
troduced by Government should also affect the interests 
Fl gescenae| on the Stamp of trade and commerce. But unfortunately the new 

mendment Bill. : . 

Indu Prakésh (15), 18th ®mendments proposed in the Stamp Act show that 
Jan., Eng. cols, Government are paying more regard to the revenue 
| than to the interests of trade and commerce. We are 

afraid they would seriously handicap the everyday transactions of merchants 
and bankers. The distinction made between an agreement to mortgage and any 
other agreement to convey is simply artificial. It is also unfair, for an agree- 
ment to mortgage may collapse any day owing to a variety of reasons. A 
property worth a lakh of rupees is now saddled with an ad valorem duty of 
100 rupees, while an agreement to convey the same property has to pay only 
8 annas. The uniform rate of 8 annas for all kinds of agreements was good, 
and there is no reason why it should be altered. It is also proposed that an 
acknowledgment of debt attested by witnesses should bear the same duty as a 
bond. Such acknowledgments are not treated as bonds by the High Courts, 


and there is no reason why an everyday transaction like this should be saddled 


with a heavy duty. Another attempt to raise the stamp duty will have a 
prejudicial effect on the creation of perpetual leases, and consequently on the 
interests of both landlords and tenants. The proposal to raise the duty on 
on-demand promissory notes according to. the amount of consideration is a 
radical change affecting the interests of merchants and bankers. The law is 
made more stringent by enacting that such notes cannot be taken in evidence 
unless they are properly stamped at the time of their execution. In fact, the 
law has simply aimed at an increase of revenue without any regard to the 
interests of mercantile and even agricultural communities. . We hope the 
public will seriously consider the subject and send representations to the Gov- 
ernment. The Bengal Chamber of Commerce has already sent a representa- 
tion to Government on this subject, and the Bombay Presidency Association is 
going to send one soon. We trust other Associations will also follow suit. 


Education. 


45. It is a pity that the Bombay Government took such a long time to con- 
sider the subject of exempting candidates from again 

Bombay Government and appearing for examination in subjects in which they 

Bb ah vhhah (15) 13th Dave passed with at least 45 per cent. of the maximum 
Jan., See-volr: “ “*~ marks, The delay by itself is objectionable enough, 
but it is still more objectionable when the Govern- 

ment merely takes advantage to define the limits of the functions of the 
Syndicate and of the Senate. No doubt the Syndicate represents specially 
the knowledge and interests of the Senate in academic affairs. But as a 
Select Committee of the Legislative Council has no higher power in legisla- 
tion than the Council itself, so in educational matters the Syndicate has no 
greater power than the Senate. ‘For, after all, it is the Senate that is 
responsible for the educational course, and it can at any time appoint. such 
‘members on the Syndicate as are favourable tothe view which it entertains on 
this question. “We are sorry the Government has tried to give more power to the 
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Syndicate than it really possesses. It would have been far better if Govern- 
ment: had expressed their opinion on the merits of the question. The system to. 
be introduced obtains in many places and really aims‘at greater proficiency and 
~ less strain on the nervous system. of candidates than the old system of examina- 
tion, There is not such danger to the public service as Government contem- 
plates. The present rule of Government in restricting the service to men of less 
than twenty-five.years of age is calculated to keep.out those who pass the exa- 
minations later in life. At any rate, if the Government objects to the proposal 
on the ground that it isa sudden change from one extreme to the other, the 
Senate will no doubt reconsider the question and adopt the middle course of 
exempting candidates not from single subjects as they propose now, but from a 
group of subjects, provided they gain the requisite number of marks in each 
subject of the group. .If the Government will accept this compromise we think - 
the Senate will be well advised to recommend that proposal. Probably the 
question will again be referred to the Syndicate, and we hope that both bodies 
will now accept the middle course and send up the proposition to the Govern- 
ment as soon as possible in a modified form. 


Municipalities. 

46. The Gurdkhi disapproves of the resolve of the Bombay Municipality 
3 to impose an import duty on grain, fodder and fire- 
_ Disapproval of the duties wood, and says that at a time when the people have 
a tae to be levied on cer- siready suffered too much on account of plague and 

ain necessaries of life by the rar oe ees aT ty th 
Bombay Municipality. amine, it ill becomes the municipality to ad e 
Gurdkhi (45), 13th Jan. § miseries of the poor by imposing the proposed duty on 
3 : the necessaries of life. ‘The municipality, suggests the 
paper, should, if necessary, double the proposed tax on bicycles, which are 

mere luxuries, instead of taxing the necessaries of life. : 


4 ntelligence extracted from the Press. 


47. An Ahmedabad correspondent, writing to the Rombay Samidchdr under 
ee date the 18th January, reports the occurrence of a 
Serious disturbance by serious disturbance ata village named Chaklasi, situated 


Sarat Chaklasiin the Kaira 9+ the distance of about two miles from the Boriavi 


Bombay Saméchér (133), Station, on the previous day, saying :—The rioters were 

14th Jan. Kolis and numbered about 500. They assaulted the 

i police and killed five men. The authorities at Ahmed- 

abad, on hearing of the occurrence, sent a company of 200 military men of the 

4th Rifles, under Captain Fry, to the scene of the riot. From information received 

up to date the cause of the disturbance is not known, but if appears that the 
Kolis refuse to disperse. 


48. The suspicious death of one Bhau, a police constable serving on the 
staff of the Police Inspector of the northern division 
Alleged suspicious death of of the Dharwar District, has given rise to many surmises 
se constable in the a, tothe cause of his death. The conduct of the 
r District. rape ; 

Karndétak  Vritt (177), police in cremating the body before an order from the 
11th Jan, Magistrate of Hubli could reach them looks suspicious. 
We therefore request the higher authorities to make 

a departmental enquiry into the matter, : 


49. On the 24th and 25th of December last, two dacoities were committed 
vee at the villages of Shirgaon and Lakkimatti in the 
ns inthe Belgaum (Qhandgad division of the Belgaum District. In the 
Chikiteak (32), 5th Jan. | Gacoity at Shirgaon, the dacoits, who were from 10 to 
| 5 in number, entered the house of one Dattoba 
Havaldar at 8 o’clock at night and carried away property worth about Rs. 150, 
while in the dacoity at Lakkimatti property amounting nearly to Rs. 800 was 
carried away from the house of a Maratha, 


G, M. SA’THE, 
Reporter on the Native Press, 


Office of the Reporter on. the Native Press, 
New Secretariat, Bombay, 18th January 1898. 
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Kathiawar News... 
Panch Mahal Times 
Rast Goftar bia 
Shri Sayaji Vijaya 
Sury& Prakash .., 


GUJARATI. 


Ahmedabad Times 
Ajab ove ios 
Akhb4r-e-Islam ... 
Akhbare Sodagar 
Arajadar con eee 
A'ry& Dharm Prak4sh 
Bhim Sen ... ‘ie 
Bombay. Sam4char 
Broach Mjtra __... 
Buddhi Pr ak4sh ... 
Cambay Gazette ... 
Chandra .. 
Chhatrapati 

Deshi Mitra 


Nasik ... 
70k ccs 
Nipdéni... 
Ahm 


e 
Karad ... 
Pandharpur 
Do. 
~ 
Poona «ee 
Jalgaon 


.| Barsi: ... 


Isl4mpur 
Yeola ... 
Kaladgi 
Poona ... 
Chikodi 
Alib&g... 
Ratnégiri 
Vengurla 
Chikodi 
Shol4pur 
Satara ... 
Ahmednagar 
3 ere 
Kardad ... 
Ahmednagar 
Poona ... 
Malvan 
Bombay 
Poona ... 
Bij4pur 
Vengurla 
Karwar 
Kolhapur 
Bombay 
Akalkot 
Bombay 


| Wai sa... 


Karwar... 
Satara ... 
Poona ... 


Surat ... 


Ahmedabad 


Monthly ,.. 
Weekly 
Do. 
Daily 
Weekly 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 


Monthly ... 
Fortnightly 
Oc 
Weekly ... 
eee Sais 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

a es 

Tri-weekly 

Weekly ... 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
BO. ces 

Monthly . 

Weekly 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 


Weekly ... 
Monthly ... 
Do. rec 


Do. see. 
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ee | Names of Newspapers. Place of Publication. | Edition. Poh omg ah 
Gusana’tI—continued, | a 
140 The Din Mani see 3e°e eee 990 Broach... eee oee Weekly eee ee6 126 
141 » Dny4n Sudha... coe ee ,».| Ahmedabad ...  aee| Monthly... eee 200 
142 9 Dny4n Vardhak eee eee eee ee Bombay eee ee Do. eee eee 450 
143 9 Fursad eee eee eee eee eee Do. eee eee Do. eee eee 500 
144 », Gap Sap . aoe ee eee ee coe ...| Hortnightly ... 300 
145 » = Afshén a oo a ida vee ..| Monthly ... — eee 500 
146 5, Hitechchhu see in cool AAMMMOGADAG 4... seof WOCMIY isc. ves 500 
147 » Jdm-e-Jamshed ... so coe ove BOMbaY ae ae 2,800 
148 » dangali... i ova ...| Godhra one e Weekly i cae 225 
149 | , Kachha Saméchér eu jaa ...| Bombay «ee a DO, ies ‘i 500 
150 »» Kaira Khetiwddi Patra’... ne | Nadiad a ie War” ove Hee 830 
151 » Kaira Vartamdn..,  «. sie ...| Kaira iui .».| Weekly , a 105 
152 » Kéthidwddno Himéyati... ves ..o| Ahmedabad ... a eae ‘ 400 
153 9 Kéthidwdér Krishi eee Tr eee Do. eee eee Tri-monthly ee 200 
154 | , Kathidwdr Times...  ... co... ove} ROD vse eee| Bi-weekly is 450 
155 . 99 Kelavni ah — ee 08 ee Baroda see eee Monthly eee eee 800 
156 9 Nure Elam TT ree TY: eee Bombay eee eee Do. eee ee 300 
157 99 Nydyadarshak eee i sie ...| Ahmedabad ... wee| Lortnightly ‘i 250 
158 » Praja Mitra a ee ee es eee | Bi-weekly id 450 
159 OO ee ee | Surat . ee ..o| Weekly . see 400 
160 » Rajyabhakt’ ... ao ie ae Bombay ae eee 1,200 
161 », samsher Bahadur ‘i oe --.| Ahmedabad ... oe ae ee 300 
162 99 Satya Mitra eee eos ee ee Bombay tee eoe Do. eee eee 1,100 
163 99 a eee ee eee eee Do. eee we Do. see eee 906 
164 99 Stri Bodh.. eee eee eee ee Do. eee lee Monthly eee 300 
165 39 Stri Mitra eee eee eco Do. eee eee Do. eee eee 500 
166 eee eee ee ws veo] Weekly 2.0. ove 200 
167 » Svadesh Bandhu .ce sso uns ..o| Mahudha —_ x see]. 00. sia 250 
168 | ,, Udichya Hitechchhu Patri ... ...| Ahmedabad ... ... Monthly ... “s 606 
169°} 4 Vaishnava.. sve ove vad ..| Bombay sd ...| Fortnightly aia 200 
170 | » Vishvadarshan ... sce ove | Kaira oe .oo] Weekly ... ove 150 : 
171 9 Vyapak ere eee cee ose coe Bombay eee ‘ Do. coe eee 600 
ANGLO-Ka’'NARESE. 
172 | The Hubli Patra eae Ee 5€ 


187 


| 


The Karnatak Patra ... 


99 


Rajahansa 


KA’NARESE. 


ENGLIsH, MaRATHI AND KANARESE. 


Dharw4r 
Do. 


.| Weekly ... 
Do. 


The Chandrodaya 


Karnétak Vaibhav 


Karnatak Vritt . 
Lokas Bandhu 


Lok& Mitra 


Mayurpur ke ana 


Rasik Ranjini. 


Satya Vritt 


Subodh itt nk 


The Chandrika 


39 


Siddheshvar 


The Pandit... 


The Aina-i-Hind 


» Alam Aphroz Bambai 
,, Azad Punch ... 
India Gazette «+. 


9 
39 


Justice of the Peace 


Vidya Santan Patra 


HINDI. 


URDU. 


Makbul-e-Aalum 


Safir... 


‘ Munsif-i-Deccan eee 
Muslim Heraid ... 
Naydr-i-Islam 

Princh Eahéiur 


4 
eo ew 


Sult4n-ul- Akhb4r... ee 


ENGLISH AND HINDI. 


MARA’THI AND Ka’/NARESE. 


The Shri Venkateshvar Saméehar 


: Hubli vie 


Do. 


| Fortnightly 


weeny are 


Weekly 


0. eee 


Weekly ... 


Weekly 


.| Monthly ... 
.| Tri-monthly 


Weekly 
Do, 
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ENGLISH, MARA'THI AND GUJARATI. - 


The Baroda Vatsal Weekly ... 


EneuisH, Mara’tH1, GUJARA’TI 
AND KONKANI. 


The Garibdncha Kaivéri (Amicus Pauperum)} Bombay Fortnightly 


MARA’THI AND URDU. 


The Gulbarga Samachér ... | Gulbarga Weekly ... 


ANGLO-SINDI. 


SiMe Ak .| Hyderabad (Sind) Fortnightly 
» Frabhat ... Do. Weekly .., 


SINDI.- 


The Khairkhah ... | Weekly 
: Do, 


Muin-ul-Isl4m 
Sind Sudhér 7 Do. 


99 
99 


ANGLO-PORTUGUESE. 


a 


O Anglo-Lusitano Bombay Weekly 


PoRTUGUESE-KONKANI. 


210 | The Luso-Concanim ... Bombay | Weekly 550 


apers have been collected in che Report under different heads 


i 


Notes.—A. The notices from the different Newsp 
which are printed in italics. _ 
B, The names of Newspapers are printed in the margin of the Report in italics, and the number of the News- 
paper in the above list is printed in brackets after the name, 
 ©,. The system of sp 5 ee words followed by the Reporter is the same as that adopted in the 
Official Spelling List of the Bombay Presidency. One peculiar feature of this system is that wnen the long (a Of 
er d) is the last letter of a word, the accént is left out, and the short a (S| = % in gun) is, to prevent confusion, 
never placed at the end of a word, This rule has been strictly followed, except that when the short a appears to be 
absolutely necessary to complete the pronunciationof a word, asin Arunodaya or the well-known Mitra, it is printed 


with a mark over it to indicate that it isshort, thus—-d., . a eke 
D, The figures giving the circulation or number of copies published {of each newspaper and periodical as 
furnished by the proprietor, are not guaranteed as accurate, and in some instances must,be regarded with caution, 


— 
Politics and the Public. Administration, 


1. In acontributed paragraph, the Hitechchhu, in a jocular way, ob- 

serves :—The British Lion being intoxicated with his 

Comments, on the alleged greatness is trying to devour everything that comes .. 
x 7 tendency of in his way and to annex country after country in his 

Hitechchhu (146) of Ahmed- imperial career. Matters are in course of settlement 

abad, 20th Jan. | with the Afridis, but the Lion has already set his 

heart on devouring Ohina. The Liberals hesitate to 

_ make new conquests, but the Conservatives ignore the precept of the Bible pro- 


hibiting human slaughter, and proceed recklessly on the path of aggrandisement. 


2. At the last Chapter of the Star of India Lord Elgin gave utterance 
to the following message of Her Majesty: “The 
_ Comments on Her Majesty Queen-Empress wishes to say how much she is touched 
ee to message and gratified by the immense number of very loyal 
Ratios Opinion (18) 16th 2nd kind addresses sent by the Princes and people of 
Jan,, Eng. cols. India in such beautiful cases and caskets, and she 
would wish the Viceroy to state openly what she has 
said above.’ In the midst of our difficulties and dangers, it isa matter of no 
small consolation to the people at large that Her Majesty at least has full trust 
and confidence in the loyalty and good will of the Indian people. In the 
above, therefore, those who think that the empire is threatened by internal 
upheavals and dangers must find a reply. The dangers, to guard against which 
a sedition measure is brought before the Supreme Council, are certainly chimeri- 
cal and of a character which will bear no sifting and independent examination, 


3. Ifit could be truly said that Sir William Lockhart was able, -with 
the aid of his gallant troops, to lift the purdah of the 
_ Recent frontier warfare Tirah Valley, it might be observed with equal truth 
and. its ane 120). 16h Hat the leaders of Her Majesty’s.Opposition have 
tea; te. le Oa)» succeeded in lifting the purdah of the “ forward”’ policy 
| and presenting to the gaze of the civilised world at 
large its true aim and object. They say curses come home to roost at last. 
The Nemesis of recent events has unmasked the Indian Government and dis- 
closed the ultima thule of its policy beyond the frontiers of India during the last 
twelve years. In attempting to subjugate the independent Afridis and Orakzais 
it has unfortunately over-reached itself, with the net result of getting itself utterly 
discredited, not to say aught of the brilliant failure that has attended its military 
operations. It is not our object here to refer to that failure. Already inde- 
pendent military experts have pointed out where the failure lay and who were: 
the officers responsible for it. Our object here is more to deal with the lesson 
taught by the latest transfrontier warfare, which locked up nearly 60,000 troops 
of all arms in an inhospitable and almost impenetrable valley, proverbially 
known as the “ death trap.”” ‘That lesson has been of a most severe character 
and likely to cause many a searching of the heart. It was an unrighteous 
campaign from the very commencement, which has brought neither credit nor 
glory to British arms. Only it has entailed immense sacrifice of men and 
money. The lesson taught is that independent mountain tribes are best let 
alone. But whilst this is the severe lesson taught by the campaign for the 
third time, the disclosures that have come up to the surface with regard to those 
politicians who had more or less an active hand in the execution of the forward 
policy ‘are by themselves another lesson of even greater magnitude. Their 
character for political morality has been thoroughly unmasked. Their moral 
turpitude is seen in all its glaring nudity. Their pretexts for successive expedi- 
tions have been proved hypocritical ; while their honesty as responsible servants 
of the State has been wholly discredited. To such a pass has this Tirah campaign 
brought the official advocates of the forward policy. — 


4. When will the miseries of India come to an end? India once over- 

: Pe _ flowed with wealth and was held in high esteem by 

i int ts 1 daphne India other nations. She once enjoyed immunity from the 

Gurékhi (46), 18th Jan. | Tapacity of foreign nations through some mysterious 

bee a charm; but that charm was at last broken and India 
con 1791—3 
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fell an easy prey to foreign aggressions.- It is better to die than to continue to 
live in our present misery. It is natural that those who are inspired with the true | 
spirit of patriotism should be indignant at such a woful condition of their 
mother-land. Butthere are men who are not in the least patriotic and who stoop 
to abject flattery and have done great mischief to their country. There is thus 
little hope of the regeneration of India. ; 
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5. The trend of the present British policy in India is very extraordinary. 
Looking minutely at some of the Bills before the 
_ Trend of the British policy Supreme Legislative Council, there is reason to believe 
se bre Opinion (18), 20th that if they become law in their present shape the 
ee acim i people will suffer very heavily indeed. Among the 
| undesirable changes threatened by the Bills under 
consideration may be mentioned the curtailment of the revisional powers of 
the High Courts, the increase of the powers of the police in arresting persons 
and demanding security from them, the alteration in the law of sedition so as 
to amount practically to a revival of the Vernacular Press Act, and the vesting 
of the Magistrates with powers to try cases under Section 124A and to demand 
security from offending editors. All these changes will decidedly have a 
retrograde effect upon the political activity of the people. It is useless to expect 
the Secretary of State to interfere so as to stay the hand of the Government of 
India. He seems to have delegated all his powers to that Government in that 
behalf, and we believe the Government of India will not hesitate to use its 
plenary: powers to the full. We, however, request them to listen to the prayers 
of the people before passing measures in haste. 
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6. The Vadrtdhr enters a protest against the movement started in Calcutta 
: to erect a statue of the Queen-Empress near the 
Protest against the proposal Government House there at a cost of Rs. 70,000 as a 
to erect statue of He Queen- permanent memorial of the Diamond Jubilee, says that 
Tartahr (28), 16th Jan, | the Protestant religion is against idolatry and that 
therefore the proposal would not probably receive the 
sanction of a Protestant Christian Sovereign, remarks that Rs. 70,000 is too 
large a sum tobe spent on astatue and that a much better plan of raising a 
monument of the Diamond Jubilee in India would be to invest the amount in 
Government securities and to use the interest that would accrue from the invest- 
ment in giving relief to destitute Indian women in future years of famine or 
plague. The paper says that the year of the Diamond Jubilee in India will ever 
be associated with plague and famine, and so an appropriate way of com- 
memorating the event is to provide relief for Indian women suffering from these 
dire calamities in future. 
7. The Indian list of New Year honours, just published, appears to 
_ have given us little satisfaction this year, asin the 
Comments on the New Year's past, The Vernacular press universally condemns the 
or (2), 16th Jan, | Snormous disparity between the awards given to 
r ee Anglo-Indians and the children of the soil. Even 
that out-and-out apologist of the Government of India, the Pioneer, condemns 
what it reluctantly is compelled to style the “annual recurring melancholy 
farce.’ When the list is analysed we are not surprised at our quasi-official 
contemporary’s dejection. To particularize: there are only three K.O.S.I.’s 
in all, two of which have been secured by British civilians and one has 
gone to a Maharaja, and the ©,S.I.’s are divided between the English and 
Indian subjects of Her Majesty in the proportion of eight of .the former 
to one of the latter. Of the eight Britishers, we believe, they are all Govern- 
ment officials, while the Indian recipient’s antecedents and merits no one 
seems to know anything of and probably cares very little about, In the lower 
orders of “ Eminents’’ and “ Companions’”’ the same ridiculous farce is con- 
tinued, and this concludes what the Viceroy euphemiously calls “ the custo 
means of rewarding merit.” Of this we are sure, that the public of this country 
generally have long since ceased to take any interest in this kind of official 
recognition of merit, and probably feel that. the sooner the annual burlesque 
is swept away the better. One gentleman, however, we must congratulate, and 


9 


he is a Bombay citizen and a ee one; we mean Mr. Virchand Dipchand— | 
now Mr. Virchand Dipchand, O.1.E ) 


8. We make a present to our Congress friends in Bombay of the report 
of the proceedings of the conference of sedition- 
enone renlution passed a’ mongering Indians held in Bloomsbury, and the 
speeches made at the 3 ; pups 
recent conference of Indians Opinions of the English press thereon as published 
held in London condemnedas in yesterday’s English dailies. Before we seriously 
seditious. — discuss the ravings and rantings of the young Indians, 
Feng a (128), 16th Jan, we shall wait to see what our local Congresswallas 
g. cols. : | A , 
have to say in regard to the mighty achievement 
of their colleagues over the seas. They have not only preached, but have 
in plain terms impressed upon their countrymen in India the necessity of 
putting into practice sedition in all its nakedness. There is no ambiguity 
in their words or expressions, which, if anything, urge the Indians to be up 
and doing—in fact, to do everything that liesin their power to subvert the 
British Government. The resolution which was in all seriousness proposed 
and passed at the meeting was nothing short of sedition, and those who had 
anything to do with it clearly rendered themselves liable to be sent either to 
Bedlam or to Her Majesty’s gaol. But English law unfortunately deals 
with this kind of sedition asa mere vapouring on the part of such conceited 
and drivelling idiots, and treats it only with the scorn if deserves, The press 
of England, exercising as it does an unbounded influence over the British 
Empire, has unanimously condemned the conduct of these young and arrogant 
politicians. We are extremely sorry that Mr. Dadabhai should have deemed 
it prudent to cast in his lot with these demoralised and demented demagogues. 


9. The conferenee held in London yoo the presidency rei Dadabhai 
Navroji seems, from the reports published, to have 
ne oe @ (21), 16th een a proceeding which every ‘sober native of India 
ought to make haste to repudiate as an untrue repre- 
sentation of his feelings and grievances. Nobody in India would think of 
indulging in such extravagant notions or such violent language as his coun- 
trymen in England made themselves free with in London. How is it pos- 
sible for anybody to give a respectful hearing to people who speak of an — 
unrighteous and un-British system of Government in India. and ask for the 
payment of the European civil and military services of India, as also of the 
plague and famine expenditure of the year, largely, if not wholly, from the 
British Exchequer? The resolution of the conference speaks of the absurd and 
ignorant cry of the disloyalty of the educated Indians; yet one of the speakers 
stated that sedition was fermenting on all sides though constitutional agitation 
would suffice, and another called on his countrymen to forget their jealousies 
and present a united front to the common enemy, and when he stated that the 
British Government could not go on long in its present course with impu- 
nity he was cheered with the cry of ‘down with it.” The eloquent speaker, 
however, turned to prophesying and saw in the near distance another America 
in India and another Boston Harbour in Bombay as also bloodless Runnymede 
and called on his countrymen to choose their leaders and in the name of all 
that was dearest and holiest go forward to do and die. If all this is not 
bunkum, it would be difficult to say what is. Verily do we need to be saved 
from friends like these. 


10. A contributor of the Rast Goftdr, in making adverse comments on the 
POT SH a oe political conference of the Indians held in London 
Phe oe under the presidency of Mr. Dadabhai Navroji, 
observes :—The bubble has burst at last and the Con- 

gresswallas, who pretended to be very loyal to the British Government, have 
been exposed. The speeches at the conference recently held in London surpass 
the writings of Hind and Britannia from the pen of the editor of the Gujarditz 
and of Bal Gangadhar Tilak in virulence. Mr. Dadabhai’s speech was no doubt 
violent, but those of the Bengali Babus and the Madrasi Hindus transgressed 
all limits of moderation. The speeches are evidently seditious and it behoves 
Government to take notice of them when they have taken notice of the seditious 
writings of Tilak. . 


10. 


11. The Indu Prakdsh publishes short. summaries. in Marathi of the 
"Speeches delivered by the SPecches delivered by Mr. Dadabhai Navroji and . 
| widaieeee at the conference of Others ata conference of Indians resident in London, 
Indians held in London con- for the information of its readers, and calls them the 


sidered violent. sweet fruits of the labours of the Indians in England. 


Indu Prakash (15), 17th na : : : 
Jan. ; Broach Samachar (112), ‘The- paper looks upon the speeches as violent in 


S0th Jan. character, gives a gentle warning to those who made 

them that such violent utterances would do harm 
rather than good to the cause of India, and expresses the hope that they will 
be more prudent in their speeches in future. {A contributor of the Broach 
Samachar expresses somewhat similar sentiments. 


12. Itis evident from the summary of the article on the Indian National. 
Congress in the London Times..wired by, Reuter that . 

Remarks on the observations the writer of the article is but; imperfectly. acquainted - 
“bo aakae’ Ge gg with the real aims and objects of the Congress, which are 
"Praja Mitra ( BS), 18th to represent the wants and grievances of the people to 


Jan. the Government and to suggest desirable reforms in the 


a 


administration. ‘The Congress has never asked for the 

management of the exchequer of the country or for the right of framing laws, 
and it ill becomes a leading journal like the Times to misrepresent the aims and 
objects of the Congress. To remove the wrong impression produced by such 
journals in England about the educated natives of India we think-it imperative 
that a meeting of the Congress should be held in London once in ten years. A 
Congress consisting of a few leading Indian delegates and the staunch British 

- friends of India in England is likely to do far more good than annual gatherings 
held in different parts of the country at a great cost, and we request the British 
Committee of the Congress to consider this suggestion at the first opportunity. 


13. Some men are of opinion that the yearly burden of nearly forty 

thousand rupees on the already straitened resources of | 
Certain changes in the the people for holding the session of the Congress is 

mode of yore of te incan already felt to be hard and may become intolerable in 

ational Congress desired. ra Pe B ° arr aoe 

Mahvétta (7), 16th Jan. uture. But there is another and an optimistic view 
also. The future regeneration of India, the optimist 
thinks, is to be achieved through the medium of the Congress and therefore 
we should not grudge to pay a few thousand rupees for such a noble cause. 
Almost all the educated men from one end of the country to the other uphold 
this latter view. But the uneducated masses are, numerically speaking, enor- 
mous, and with them the former opinion may perhaps be gradually gaining 
ground, ‘They have, in fact, commenced to ask questions as to the utility of the 
Congress. Several murmurs and whispers are heard here and there, raising 
doubts about the advantages from the Congress. ‘ What good has the Congress 
done to the nation P’’ Queries and interrogations of this sort are heard not 
unfrequently, and it is the interest of the supporters of the Congress cause to 
satisfactorily answer these questions. It is, no doubt, true that we have got 
some grievances redressed through the medium of the Congress; but considered 
from the standpoint of practical utility, what we call rights are not real rights 
but merely the thinnest shadows of them, There will be no permanent success 
until the masses are moved to take interest in the victories or defeats of the Con- 
gresscamp. The opponents of the Congress have incessantly urged against us that 
there is no proper representation in the Congress and that for all practical pur- 
poses the Congress is the Congress of legal practitioners and newspaper editors. 
A hint must be taken even from the arguments of an adversary. We have 
seen what the Congress has done for these thirteen years, and if we wish that 
oe something should be done, we must go to the root of the evil and give a sort of 
a. political education to the ignorant masses. Undoubtedly, the newspapers are 
doing that work, but it must not be forgotten that there are millions of men 
who cannot read newspapers. A good deal of money is spent for the purpose 

of directing the attention of the English public towards Indian questions, but 
more might be spent with greater advantage in creating public opinion in India 
itself.. Let us raise the lowest strata of the society to a higher level, let the 
masses like the classes be equally anxious to get our grievances redressed. The 

Congress meets once a year at a certain place; so, for a limited period of time 
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and in a limited part of the country only, the Congress movement makes some 
noise and for the rest of the time it seems. to go to sleep. Why should it be 
so? Why should not an agitation on some question or other be carried on 
throughout the year by the leaders of the Congress? Why should not some 
leagues, like the Anti-Corn Law League, be established and carried on by 
perfectly constitutional methods? Resolutions are proposed, seconded and 


passed; but it is not the mere passing of the resolutions that will -redress the 
national grievances. 


14. The Congress leaders at Amraoti were given by the Sanitary Department 
distinctly to understand that the Congress would be 
Attitude of Berar Govern- gtopped at an hour’s notice if a plague case occurred 
ber rem towards the in Amraoti, Fortunately, however, the preventive 
ndian National Congress. ; ! 
Mahrdtta (7), 16th Jan. | Measures which were adopted by the Reception Uom- 
| mittee of their own accord were so satisfactory that 
breaking out of the plague at Amraoti on account of the Congress was an im- 
possibility. In this way the Berar authorities could not succeed in opposing the 
Congress by their patent methods. There was no lack, however, of secret and 
energetic working against the Congress. Thus there were confidential orders, we 
are informed, given to the heads of all departments to take steps so that Gov- 
ernment servants in the various departments could not avail themselves of the 
holidays and attend the Congress sessions even as Visitors. The Patils and Pat- 
waris were distinctly ordered not to attend the Congress on pain of dismissal, on 
the ground that they were servants of the Government. The Director of Public 
Instruction of the province went even so far as to issue a circular forbidding 
the enrolment of students in Government schools and aided schools as Congress 
volunteers. Apart from the harmlessness of the students partaking in the Con- 
gress activities, it was cruel to deprive them of the proud privilege of ministering 
to the wants of the distinguished guests who arrived in their province for the 
first time from all parts of the country and who deserved all manner of hos- 
pitality. We leave it to the Director himself to see for himself whether this 
high-handed measure of his did or did not strengthen the bond of affection in 
the minds of the students for the Congress from which he sought to wean them. 
The theory that Government service and sympathy with the Congress are incom- 
patible is long since exploded; and the right of Government servants to 
attend the Congress as visitors, if not as delegates, has been completely and 
distinctly established. The example of the Honourable Mr. Justice Kanade, 
taking the homage of the whole Congress and adorning one of the foremost 
seats on the Congress platform, ought to dispel all doubts in the matter. 
We know how some of the European officers in Berar ridiculed the Congress 
and tried their best to prevent it. The attitude of the Berar authorities towards 
the Congress was fully betrayed by the police incident which took place on the 
second day of the Congress. On that day, when the Subjects Committee was 
about to meet, a policeman wanted to force his way into the pandal and he 
seemed to be apparently armed with the orders of higher authorities. The 
matter looked serious, and while some began to feel nervous about the situation, 
others began to take courage by quoting the legal maxim, ‘“ Every man’s house 
is his own castle.’’ Fortunately the maxim was not put to the test, and the 
written order of the President sent the policeman away and calm was restored. 
It is believed, however, that the little incident was not without its effect upon 
the minds which had to deliberate upon the various subjects discussed in the 
Committee. 


15. Government have been courteous enough to reply to the Presidency 
Association’s memorial in regard to the arrest and 


Bombay Government and detention of the Natu brothers, but that reply does not 


the Natu brothers. | . 
Tadian Spectator (4), 16th take us any further than where we were before. Consi 


arse dering everything, we believe that the best course for 
the leaders of the popular side to adopt now would be, 

for some time at least, to leave the matter into the hands of Government, with 

faith in the kindly feelings and sense of justice of His Excellency Lord Sand- 

hurst and his colleagues, which faith need not be shaken in spite of recent events, 

for, notwithstanding occasional aberrations, British policy ultimately gravitates 

towards fairness and justice. The reported releasing from attachment of the 
con 1806—4 
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moveable property of the Natus is a significant event, for which we should 
not be unwilling to give credit to Government, — | 


’ ‘ 


16, ‘There can be no doubt whatever as to the feeling of the nation about 
| aoe _ the troubles of the Natu brothers, People in their heart 
} ig ce a ig mo kre of hearts feel that the Natus are innocent of the crime 
Bt Mahratta (7), 16th Jan. ’ of which Government suspected them to be guilty. 
‘In view of this fact the prayer which the Indian 
prayer w 

National Congress made is extremely moderate ; in fact, it isa prayer to Govern- 

ment to bring the Natus to trial without delay. 


| \ 3 
17. It is indeed gratifying that the Daily News, a very important paper 
‘6 Be Beat pee in England, advises His Excellency the 
Lond tant to His Excellency Governor of Bombay to exercise his prerogative 
his prerogative of mercy and Of mercy and release Mr. Tilak from jail. Would to 
release Tilak from jail. God Lord Sandhurst saw his way to follow the advice 
” bigen (205), 8th Jan» of the Daily News! We need not say that the Daily 
a ees News reflects the voice of this country. We can ima- 


~gine no act that Lord Sandhurst can do, which is better calculated to remove the 


mischievous effects produced by the repressive policy of the Bombay Government, 
than.to open the prison doors for Mr, Tilak. Nay, we assure Lord Sandhurst 
that if he gives effect to the advice of the Daily News, he will endear himself 
to the people considerably. 


18. It is whispered that the Bombay Government contemplate a few more 
TERY gaa eS ee State trials for sedition. Just now the columns of the 
intention of the Bombay C4ampion are being scrutinized. Should any words be 
Government to undertake « Spotted in them amounting to sedition, as it is now 
few more State trials for interpreted, the paper must be prosecuted. Evidently 
mos one os: a series of State trials for sedition is needed to conclu- 
oo on 95), 20th Dec. sively demonstrate the wisdom of the views enter- 
: tained by the Government. Prosecution after prose- 
cution seems to be the only logically consistent policy for the Government. 
The word ‘sedition’ must receive an acceptable interpretation. The people 
must be convinced as to the wisdom of the Government measures. Consistency, 
logical consistency, is the principle of the Government. Compromise may 
continue to characterize the meaner politicians of Great Britain, America and 
France; but our Bombay Governor and his Council will work out the problem 
of the Bombay Government with logical consistency. 


19. Oommenting on Mr. Crawford’s book * Our Troubles in Poona and the 
Deccan,’’ the Native Opinion writes :—Mr. Crawford 

Comments on Mr. Craw- gays that in Lord Reay’s time the vernacular news- 
— 7 Ae D. = =" in papers indulged in much rabid criticism, and this he 
Native Opinion (18), 16th attributes to Lord Reay’s weakness as a Governor. 
Jan. Mr. Crawford’s traducing a Liberal administrator like 
ee . Lord Reay in this manner is like an envious mortal 
spitting at the sun. It is not at all difficult to find out the reason of Mr. 


rawford’s dislike for Lord Reay. A real culprit seldom praises the judge. 


Similarly Mr. Crawford is hard upon the Konkanasth Brahmins, because it was 


they who exhibited the moral courage of giving evidence against him, and 
Mr. Crawford is simply trying to pay off old scores by abusing them. Mr. 
Crawford has brought the old and well worn accusation against the Brahmins 
that they usurped the power of the Marathas. Did not the English similarly 
supplant the power of every Native Chief in India? If the Brahmins deserve 
reproach for having usurped the power of the Marathas, do not the English 
deserve it, in a far greater degree ? an 
20. The people of Sdtéra are, no doubt, very sorry to part with 
| Mr. Winchester, their popular, sagacious and kind- 
Praise of Mr. Winchester, hearted Collector, but the thought that he is going 
osacsate Put Satéra, ; _ on promotion lessens their sorrow somewhat. It is 
pi Pilea Bical. gee me the misfortune of the ple of Sdtéra that Mr. 
Pratod (82), 17th Jan. Winchester should be going away at a time when the 
district is suffering terribly from the ravages of the 
eee — 
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21. The Kalpataru highly praises. the work. which Mr. Morison, in his 


Praise of Mr. Morison’s 
work as Oollector of Shola.- 


pur, 
Kalpataru (51), 16th Jan. 


completely vanquished. 


capacity as. Collector, did for the town and district 
of Shol4pur during the critical period of plague and 
famine. The paper observes that he spared no. pains 
and was quite regardless of personal ease and pleasure 
in fighting the dreaded foes, which in the end he 
It also gives him credit for -his warm sympathy and 


co-operation with the Natives. Such traits in his character, observes the paper, 
made him very popular at Sholépur, where he will be missed for a long time to 


come. 


22. The Bombay High Court having, on appeal, considered the facts in 


Reversal by the Bombay 
High Court of Mr, Plunkett's 
order in the case of one Ma- 
yadev and remarks on the 
police proceedings in con- 
nection with the case. 

Mahrdtta (7), 16th Jan, 


the case of V. S. Mayadev, which were similar to 
those of Mr. Joglekar’s .case, reversed the Poona 
Magistrate’s order and discharged the accused from 
prison. We are glad that the two innocent per- 
sons, who were made the victims of an unjust 
suspicion, have at last got their release by the wise 
interference of the High Court. The remarks of the 


High Court are worth noting, and if these cases are typical of the usual practice 
of the police, it will be profitable to know how many persons are similarly 


treated throughout a year. 


The facts disclosed in these cases throw a lurid light 


on the proceedings of the Poona police during the last six months. 
23. Though itis now more than two months since Damodar Chapekar 


Remarks on the alleged 
frequent applications for 
remand made by the_ police 
in the case of Damodar 
Chapekar. 


_ Prabhét (205), 25th Dec., 


Eng. cols. 


was arrested and his confession recorded, still his 
case has not advanced by so much as one step beyond 
the initial stage. Each time that he is placed for trial 
the police applies for a remand, and their request‘is 
no sooner made than granted. It would require no 
ereat ingenuity to guess the scheme of the police. 
Satisfactory as Damodar Chapekar’s confession other- 


wise is, it does not support the preconceived theory of the officials with regard 


to the Poona murders. 
well known to the reader. 


What that theory is we need not tell. It is only too 
Damodar Chapekar’s confession heartlessly shatters 


the theory. May not frequent remands help to keep the theory from ruthless 
ruin? If they do, the remands will have been indeed miraculous in their 
efficacy. And is not the executive more concerned with the character of the 
ends than with that of the means employed to achieve those ends? What is 


found consistent with the code of morality of the police may not after all dis- 
agree with the ethics of the Indian officials. : 


24. So it is the assessment disputes that have led to a serious riot.in a 


Remarks on the recent riot 
at Chaklasi in the Kaira Dis- 


trict. | 
Native Opinion (18), 20th 


Jan., Eng. cols. 


part of the country the people whereof are well known 
for their meekness and gentility! We are told that 
the alleged riot has ended disastrously to the local 
police. Let us know what connection there is between 
the police and the assessment operations. Why were 
their services called into requisition? Untilan enquiry 


and a report is made, it cannot be clear on whose side the fault mainly lies. We 
are not given the exact number of the police killed; also we are in the dark as 
to the number of the Kolis coming in harm’s way. Be that as it may, since 
the. cause of the alleged riot is traced to revenue assessments, an independent 


enquiry 


into the local revenue settlements or revenue collections may be usefully 


ordered. Will the Government of Lord Sandhurst move in that direction and 


order an enquiry P 


25. The Bombay Plague Committee may be 


Bubonic plague in Bombay 
and the necessity for Govern- 
ment allowing people to leave 
their infected quarters and 
live in open and safer places. 
_ . Jdm-e-Jamshed (147), 22nd 
Jan, | 


doing their work with great 
zeal and energy, but the principle of their action has 
proved very inconvenient to the people of the city. 
Last year people were allowed to leave Bombay and 
to live in.its suburbs in tents, temporary sheds, &c., 
but this year no such migration is permitted or encour- 


aged. The people are compelled to confine them- 


- selves to their infected quarters and to suffer the 
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effects of the infection. In former times if people suffered from any such 
general calamity their leaders used to wait in deputation on the Governor and 
lay before him their distresses and desires and the Governor used to do his best 
to meet their wishes. It is therefore meet and proper that the present leaders 
of Bombay et should approach His Excellency Lord Sandhurst and acquaint 
His Lordship with their present condition. If this be done we have every hope 
that His Lordship will do all in his power to allay the miseries of the people by 
complying with their desires. ) 


26. We appeal to the humanitarian instincts of the members of the Plague 
Committee to turn their thoughts for a moment from 
_ Alleged terrors of plague the routine of the work assigned to them to the 
in Bombay and a requestto sorrows and. tribulation of the masses of the poor in 
the Plague Committee to , ° . | 
exempt recently inoculated Bombay. What is the situation of the Bombay poor 
persons from detention in at present? Persons living in healthy localities and 
quarantine and segregation placed in well-to-do circumstances can hardly form 
"Bist Goftér (128), 16th 2 Conception of the terrors by which the poor are 
Jan., Eng. cols, surrounded on all sides. Those terrors are occasioned 
| by the agents and servants of the Plague Committee, 


who tear people, young or old, away from their families, and send them to the 


_ hospitals or segregation camps, where they are left to shift for themselves as 


best they can. It is necessary that persons affected with plague should be 
removed to hospitals. It is complained, however, that persons who are ill from 
other causes, which the search parties are unable to distinguish from plague, or 
have no time to enquire into, are also mercilessly removed to the hospitals. Hither 
on the way to or in the hospital, the unfortunate person is smitten with terrors 
which can only be imagined. Under circumstances such as these we think it 
is the plain duty of the Plague Committee to help to free the inhabitants from 
such terrors by a simple remedy which is ready to their hands. All Bombay is 
of opinion that it is the duty of the Committee to do what Mr. Reginald Gilbert 
invites them todo. It is their duty, at any rate, tosofar encourage inoculation 
as to exempt persons recently inoculated from detention in quarantine or 
segregation camps. The public are entitled to claim that this exemption ought 
to be granted without any delay. | | 


27. Both the Gujardti and the Bhimsen are of opinion that experience 
having demonstrated the uselessness and inefficacy of 
Request to the authorities quarantine and segregation in preventing the spread 
pts gah = some of their of the plague, the Government will. do well to con- 
Gujarati (114), 16th Jan.; Sider whether it would not be prudent to relax the 
Bhimsen (132), 18th Jan. stringency of these measures and thus avoid the scare 
among the people of Bombay, who are thinking of 


deserting the city in their dread of quarantine and segregation. 


28. A correspondent writes to the Akhbdr-e-Isldm:—The main cause of 
Adverse criticism on some *#@ present hurried exodus from Bombay is the belief 
of the plague measures ofthe prevailing among the people that as the plague 
Bombay Government. increases in the city the strictness of quarantine will be 
. Akhbdr-e-Islém (128), 17th proportionately increased. Itis to be regretted that 
jan. people, after being subjected to detention and disinfec- 
tion at Anand, should again be placed in quarantine at their native places, No 
distinction is made as regards quarantine between the inoculated and the uninocu- 
lated, whereas a distinction is made not only between Europeans and Natives, but 
also between the servants of the former and Natives, howsoever respectable the 
latter might be. If disinfection is considered necessary as a preventive of the 
spread of the plague, not only passengers but the parcels and the goods despatched. 


by rail should be subjected to disinfection. 


29. The letter addressed by Mr. Cursetji C. Mehta to Sir James Campbell 
“Complaints about the medi. 02 the unnecessary detention of his wife at the Victoria 
cal examination of passen. e*minus for purposes of examination, though a first 
gersat the Victoria Terminus, Class passenger and holding a clean bill of health 
Bombay. from one of the Poona plague authorities, speaks 
, Bir “hpi (120), 16th for itself and further comment is useless, We have 
ven neeconme  eard of Mr. Justice Badrudin Tyabji and other 


ey Uae eRe cae 
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Native gentlemen of position being needlessly detained and examined in a 
similar way at the Victoria Terminus. It is indeed most surprising to see the racial 
distinction which is made by the European medical authority there. It will 
be in the recollection of the reader that, in answer to a question put at the last 
meeting of the Legislative Council on the subject, His Excellency the 
Governor observed that it was not the intention of the Government to make 
any such distinction. Moreover, the tenor of the reply led the public to 
hope that, whatever may have been the distinction prior to the complaint 
being made in the Council, no: such difference would be kept thereafter. But 
it seems that almost every day report of some such difference having been kept 
is being heard. Is this fair? And what value may we attach to His Lord- 
ship’s utterance? We fear Lord Sandhurst is perfectly innocent of the fact 
that, though he may order one thing, those entrusted with the duty of 
examination do just the opposite! Who accentuates these petty and annoying 
racial differences? And yet when the press clamours and inveighs against them, 
it is said to create ill feeling, which under the proposed new Draconian law is to 
be held “seditious”! It comes to this, A European in authority can with 
impunity do something to create a humiliating race distinction, and that when 


the Native press protests against it, it is to be considered as promoting ill-feeling 
and therefore “seditious”?! This is wonderful. — 


30. This week we feel great pleasure in informing our readers that the 

f plague in Poona has subsided to a very large extent. 
Our readers, we are sure, will be really delighted to 
know that the average number of daily attacks has 


Colonel Creagh and Surgeon- 
Major Reade praised for their 
successful plague administra- 


an ot Voce, | been, for the last six or seven weeks, gradually des 
Pandit (187), 16th Jan., creasing from forty to ten. This splendid result is, no 
Eng, cols. doubt, the effect of the great care with which the plague 


administration is being pushed on vigorously by 
Colonel O’M. Creagh, aided by Surgeon-Major Reade, and his other colleagues, 
the members of the Poona Plague Committee. Colonel Creagh and his co-adjutor, 
Surgeon-Major Reade, have been throughout successful in securing the co-opera- 
tion of the Poona people by their extreme suavity of manners, their thorough 
politeness and their complete knowledge of the nature of the epidemic and its 
real remedies. If we only throw a glance at the progress of the epidemic in this 
city from January last to January present, we shall find that since the working 
of the plague administration came to be entrusted to the above gentlemen the fell 
epidemic has been brought under control in a time so short as to find no parallel 
in the several plague administrations of this presidency. These officers have 
made it their point to see the leading citizens of Poona every Sunday in the 
large and spacious hall of the Native General Library of the city, and there 
to discuss all the rules and regulations that the local Plague Committee 
intends to draft in the interests of the health of the city. Natives are thus 
given a share in the formation of these rules, a feature which was largely 
wanting in the previous plague administration. Their grievances are listen-' 
ed to closely and calmly by these officers at a great deal of sacrifice of 
their valuable time. We have been personally present at many of these meet- 
ings and we are glad to write that these officers present a strong contrast to 
many of their brother European officers in the execution of their duties, Would 
to God that the Government of this country always made similar choice of 
officers in the other departments! [The Dunydn Prakdsh (42) of the 18th 
January bestows high praise on the plague administration at Poona by Colonel 
Creagh, and advises the Bombay plague authorities to regulate plague operations 
on the same principle. ] 


31. The evacuation of Surat has, no doubt, contributed to the decline of the 


plague in that town. It was a necessary and salutary 
Plague operations at Surat measure. But we wish some of the grievances of thé 


and alleged grievances of the people had been more carefully attended to in carry- 
° ujarati (114), 16th Jan,, ing on the plague operations. Even now there are 
Eng. cols. some complaints which the authorities might do well 


toremove, While admitting that some hardship and 
annoyance is unavoidable in suppressing the plague, we cannot see why legitimate 
complaints should not be redressed. It is complained that boxes and chests in 
con 1806—5 | 


: met aS Kon -, . 
Pat eke a hee PITRE rad 2 ny ee: ba Re 
Pye ER Oee ga = i ons 


Somme d om. 


henner " . eee he - 
ee “He oy So eS ogee ae 


saline noe ee 


eR a 
‘aw + pe Fe : : = eta eo Sg to lone SABLA Aer 
BA Se RADY RP RRP OG IP ER TRE A I INE De aR RNS 


ote eieeonstnaitre Jeatiltes rm " t . oon wee mee peng! - 
nie oa pit Siva mein oe i. " pees , ‘ aS ae 
eaten * fe a — re 4 ‘ -- ~ — err ae nreemaat thts sible Marne « ° e . : » x “ aot ~ 
7 heen . See ee ane PO ETS oe Ae i iad tae as " ee poe TE r Fe SRL Ee ee ee Se Se Cee Seo Fa hat aetna toe A a pehbay on reas Sp Rte sore RSE ? es , saat a . eh ek tee = re my ta no 
tov elhy . weer pele joss sie 2 eta sha hgh ya's ae ae ea a a ec he pal Roe “oe er ery ; eT ER eer oe ita a 5 peas <4 44 te ee a Mai aah rete en ov = nie Oe ibe ; Ma meskat fap _ = 5 POP I ee Sa IE oes Sry fea) aes ae 
- a as ll ‘ 2 Poe aaa q AnD 7 « oF te A ce ed Cee a, Oe Oe x oo Pad BE St BS stp ert 0 Mat de Oe eran . . PS" : » - me . . Z 3 an v cae =" Sas adenals 2 
Bo ek Feicdnh) a eaae RB 08 ORs ' Po - ¢ . heehee ; : ats me reek pee ee III APIs i a " ~ 
wa spielen R Mf EER ee a ‘ Me Speen em Sy hee se ued =. — ~ . 
* Pah PAR. os" Bap inl 5 et Sr ae recanted Pen ee hee? ‘ “ - ‘ rat . : — : pacnagremdaetth “ FS PS 
ver) y ye 2s +4 Ay / us ‘ 2 . . oy etna . ote nl ad is an 
Sp tae ee eel feet? vos 


ne ) eg 


ages ee nd < ey RP Peal oN eee ~g en a ogre? ee 
IE iim er Ren Gafet ee sae Se, XS . CO er et Oe = oR Psy 
ra eh atin : Fe EE OES NAS hae aes le 
0 OR en ned hada Man de 5 Ce. ie veri 2: | ed + 
st - ais ~e ~ Sel ERIS aig 
: © ety 
32a RS Se Pd 
he ae ee 
7 (ee 


16 


locked up houses are opened in the absence of their owners. More discrimina- 
tion can certainly be used than is the case now in destroying clothes and other 
articles which have not come in contact with a plague patient. Then there is 
the question of funeral ceremonies, When the inmates of an infected house 
are removed to the segregation camp, they cannot go out, noris any one 
allowed to goin. Under these circumstances funeral ceremonies cannot be 
performed by them. This grievance ought, in our opinion, to receive prompt 
consideration at the hands of the authorities. Such stringent measures are 
unnecessary and unwise and are far from calculated to win thesympathy of 
the people on the side cf those who are so zealously working for preventing the 
spread of the plague. When an affected person is removed to a hospital, the 
other members of his family are also segregated. Some arrangements 
should be made to allow them to visit the patient. We should also like 
to see some steps taken, if that has not been already done, in the direction 
of separating ordinary fever cases or suspects from infected persons. If there 
is anything in the theory of segregation, it is absurd and positively risky to 
huddle up suspects with the plague-stricken. 


32. A special correspondent of the Gujardti, writing about the anti-plague 
measures at Surat and A’nand, makes some adverse 

Remarks on the plague comments on them, saying that they inflict much un- 
porte gala Surat and necessary annoyance upon the people and make them 
Qujara i (114), 16th Jan. think ill of Government, though the latter are doing 


their best to save the people from the plague. 


. 93. A correspondent of the Guard! Mitra complains of the alleged in- 
vidious distinction observed at some places in the 
mofussil between Natives and Europeans as regards 
detention in quarantine, requests Government to bring 
plague regulations issued at various places in the presidency into uniformity, 
and recommends that inoculation with Professor Haffkine’s prophylactic serum 
against the plague should be made compulsory at all places where the epidemic 
has broken ouf. He also urges the Collector of Surat to relax the rule in the 
matter of giving information to the police about every case of illness in the 
family and to dispense with the system of issuing passes to those desirous. 
of leaving Surat, inasmuch as those passes do not secure exemption from 
quarantine at A’nand. 


Gujarat Mitra (115), 16th 


Jan, 


34, Wecontend that the rules and regulations framed by the Karachi Plague 
Committee are not as clear and definite as they might 
—_ pyr gg He one have been, and that while they thus lend themselves 
ships caused by certain . . ° ° 

roles and regulations framed 0 misconception and misconstruction on the part of 
by the Plague Committee at an ignorant population, everything has not been done 
ay oe ee to give them the fullest possible publicity. The result 
eee hs Ha Oe has been that people coming from up-country have 
‘been taken unawares at Malir and there detained in the quarantine camp at 
no little discomfort and inconvenience to themselves. Then again at the same 
station people are required to produce passes testifying to the fact that they are 
not coming from infected parts, signed by an Assistant Collector. Now Assistant 
Collectors are not always accessible in small places; they are on tour, and much 
of the inconvenience caused to the public may be removed by vesting the same 
powers in Mukhtiarkars, who are less peripatetic. Surely they can be relied 
on to do their duty conscientiously, and they possess a far more intimate know- 
ledge of the talukas and the people than any Assistant Collector. We now 
pass on to the consideration of other matters. It has been ruled that when 
a death occurs in a family the corpse must undergo a, medical examination 
before the last rites could be performed to its remains. This of course involves 
stripping corpses of their clothes and feeling. them all over. Now, this means 
some violence to Hindu religious susceptibilities, and when practised on female 


corpses is absolutely repulsive to Hindu feelings. ‘True, there is a lady doctor 


whose services in such cases can be called into requisition, but being the only 
member of her sex employed for the purpose in Karachi, she has naturally too 
many calls on her time to be able to attend to all. Then again a proposal has 
been broached that any one having occasion for her services will be required to 
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pay a fee of two rupees and a half exclusive of carriage hire. Now as it is 
the poorer portion of the population that have very frequent occasion for her 
services, how are they to find the fees about to be imposed upon them? The 
authorities, if disposed to respect the feelings of the people, are bound to provide 
a sufficient number of lady doctors for the purpose of examining the corpses of 
females, and it is hardly fair that Government should try to shift the burden to 
other shoulders than their own that are not sufficiently strong to bear it. Now 
there is another matter to which we feel considerable diffidence to allude, but. 
we shall be failing in our duty if we left it alone. There is a general impression 
in the city that several individuals coming from Bombay by sea succeeded in 
giving the authorities in charge of the Keamari quarantine camp the slip, and 
thus actually made another invasion of the plague from Bombay not only pos- 
sible but also probable. There must be a screw loose somewhere if such things 
have happened, and though we have no intention to cast any suspicion on any 
one, we think a most searching enquiry ought at once to be instituted into the 
matter. We have given here the facts as they have reached us and set down 
nothing in malice. We are sure that His Excellency Lord Sandhurst, who has 
in his conduct of Bombay and Poona affairs evinced a most commendable desire 
to rid the country of the dread scourge inflicted on it, will leave no stone un- 
turned to see all causes of complaint speedily and entirely removed. It is this 
hope that has emboldened us to approach His Excellency with the representation 
embodied in this article. 


35. If what is stated by a correspondent is anything like correct, there 
appears to be very great room for improvement in 
P li agg borage the manner in which female iaenggete are treated 
Malir station(Sind) by plague t Malir. The writer of the letter was an eye-witness 
officers. to what he describes, He says that as soon as the 
Prabhat (205), 8th Jan, tyain stopped at the Malir station, the officer in 
Eng. cols. charge of the Malir camp ordered police sepoys to go 
into the female compartments and get the women to alight on the platform. 
This was no sooner said than done. In tremor the poor women came down, 
where they were examined by a male doctor. All this took place while their male 
relations were under lock and key in their own compartments, so that the females 
had not even the consolation of having these by them. The consternation 
of the women on thus finding themselves in the midst of strangers, exposed to 
the public gaze and unprotected by their male relations may be easily ima- 
gined. As our correspondent puts it, they were trembling like live fish out of 
water. We need not say this is in the highest degree objectionable. Indeed, 
had it not been for the fact that our correspondent is a very reliable man and 
one not prone to exaggerate matters, we would not have believed that such a 
state of affairs existed at Malir. Hitherto we were under the impression that 
the female passengers were being inspected by a lady doctor; but from what 
the correspondent says if would appear that they are not only examined by 
males, but that they are left to the tender mercies of the police sepoys and others. 
We feel sure that as soon as this attracts the notice of Mr. Giles, who has been 
showing himself so much regardful of public convenience and public feeling, 
he will take the earliest means to put a stop to the condition of things com- 
plained of. 


86. The Satyd Shodhak refers to the opinion of Mr, Penton, District Super- 

| intendent of Police, Ratndgiri, that the present number 

Gun licenses forthe Ratné- of gun licenses is excessive for the requirements of 
giri District. thak (88), 16th the district and ought therefore to be reduced, and 
5 raise Bhodse 2 observes that Mr. Penton seems to have lost sight 
of the fact that Mr. Drew, the late Collector of Ratné- 
giri, thought the present number of licenses quite necessary for the protection 
of the crops from the ravages of monkeys which abound in this hilly district. 
If the number of licenses be lessened, says the paper, the crops are sure to 
suffer, and that, moreover, Government need not be afraid on the score of the 
number of gun licenses in the Ratndgiri District as the people are meek and 
law-abiding. 
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Legislation. 


87. The principle of the Gold Note Bill, introduced as an urgent. measure 
in the Viceregal Council, is an unobjectionable one. 
Remarks on the Gold Note ‘To issue notes against a reserve of gold deposited with 
x hae me ¥ Viceregal the Bank of England to the credit of the Indian Gov- 
Sadia Bp ctator (4), 16th ernment, and todo so immediately after the deposit 
Jan, | has been notified by wire, can possibly have no objec- 
tion in theory or in practice. When money is ex- 
tremely stringent in India, this would prove to be a good expedient to avoid the 
immediate difficulties of the hour, and only with this view has the Bill been, 
we believe, approved of in commercial circles. It may possibly do good; it 
eannot do.evil. Greater blessing we cannot possibly pronounce on the new 
measure, To be frank, we do not anticipate much relief from this measure, not 
atleast in the direction of bringing nearer to us the establishment of a real 
gold standard in India. Government is contemplating, we are glad to note, 
some measure to carry our currency to some intelligible stable condition. To 
us the only way to it seems to begin toaccumulate a veritable gold reserve and 
make the silver rupee areal token coin. ‘Till then neither exchange nor our 
rupee shall be stable. Nor do we see that merchants will readily deposit gold 
with the Secretary of State, unless at rates of ordinary exchange. That may 
give us more money, but it cannot raise exchange. 


38. When it is alleged that a law of sedition is required for any country, 
| it is necessarily implied that: there is sedition, either 
Remarks on the proposed real or fancied, in that country. When the sedition 
amendment in the law of ig fancied and not real, the enforcement of a law 
sedition. i | ° vy 
Kesari (54), 18th Jan of sedition serves but to foster sedition where none 
existed before, When persons find that they are 
puree for sedition in spite of their loyalty, they necessarily come to entertain 
atred or ill-will towards the authors of what they look upon as unjust punish- 
ment. When there is actual sedition in the land, the reason for it probably 
is that there are some bad qualities in the rulers which the people dislike. 
Dislike of one human being for another is only created when there are some 
qualities in the one which the other dislikes, and the best way of overcom- 
ing this dislike is to remove the bad quality and not to punish him who 
dislikes it. What applies to individuals may. properly be applied to the State 
and its subjects. Ifthe subjects are disaffected towards their rulers, the best 
course for the latter is to try to please the people by listening to their legitimate 
grievances and not to terrorise them into submission by passing a harsh law of 
sedition. Wé repeat over and over again that the people of India are not disloyal, 
but if the Government thinks them to be so and wishes to amend the law of sedition 
with a view to stamp out sedition from the country, we say that it will in the long 
run injure its own interests. The people will not suffer in any way. India is 
already so miserable that it cannot be made more so by any law that might be 
passed, The export of her money and wheat to foreign countries has rendered her 
sons so poor that they would gladly welcome confinement in jail. If the jour- 
nalists ventilate the grievances of the people in their newspapers, it is simply 
with a view to serve the interest of the Government. If the Government does 
not like their criticism they will remain silent, -but that will not at all stamp 
out sedition. If sedition is in the minds of the people, it is better that it 
should find legitimate-vent through the newspapers. Are not the newspapers 
better.and more authentic sources of information about the wants and wishes of 
the people than the officers of Government, and is it not in the interests of Gov- 
ernment that such a source of information should not be gagged, especially 
when there is the dead certainty that the feeling of ill-will cannot be smothered 
by simply being denied expression, but will continue to rankle in the breasts 
of the people? We pray that our people, our public bodies and associations 
will) by means of petitions, memorials and public meetings try to bring this 
aspect of the matter before the Government and dissuade them from passing the 
new law of sedition. [In another place, the paper refers to certain changes 
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proposed to be introduced in the Postal Act by which the postal authorities as 
well as certain Government officers would have the authority to intercept, 
examine and destroy any article in postal transit if they think that it contains 
seditious matter or is calculated to spread sedition. The Kesari thinks that 
the Government, by introducing these alterations in the various Acts, is draw- 
ing the net most completely round the liberty of the journalists and public: 
speakers by an exercise of its legislative power, and that the aggrieved parties 
are left without any redress, if any injustice is done to them. | Be a es 


39. The Honourable saree’ oe would have us believe air all that is 
sought to be done by the proposed amendments in the 
cr nh ee law of sedition is woth ° Zieh and redraft the Sec- 
tion 124A as to bring it clearly in accord with English law.” This might be true 
as far as the letter of the law is concerned, but can the same thing be said of 
its spirit? Does the English law on the subject deny the accused an oppor- 
tunity of being tried by his peers? Does it render the accused liable to be 
handed over to the tender mercies of a Magistrate who himself is oftener than 
not the man that puts the law in motion, to be bound down by him to keep the 
peace or sent to prison instead? If English law on the subject is what we must. 
swear by, why not give us also the English safeguards? Besides, the law as it 
_ exists in England is very rarely enforced, for any English Minister who lends the 
weight of his sanction to such a procedure is sure to find himself in a tight 
place, if not in actual hot water. Could the same consideration be expected 
from a Government which, like the one that holds sway in India, is out of touch 
with public opinion, and would even at times of stress and strain set that 
opinion at defiance? Who ever heard of such a change in the law being needed. 
before the unfortunate events in Poona came to strain the relations between the — 
rulers and the ruled, and what guarantee is there that in their panic-stricken 
attitude, when inuendoes and insinuations are being freely bandied about, full ad- 
vantage would not be taken of the unheard of powers to be added to the elbow of 
the executive ? And that when done in the name of the English law will most 
effectually lull the suspicion of the English people, and make what protest India 
could make against it a cry in the wilderness. And with what face can Gov- 
ernment show so undue a partiality for the English law of sedition when they 
profess it as an article of faith that no English institution can flourish on the 
Indian soil? The whole thing is a puzzle which we are unable to solve, and al 
that is left us to hope is that wise counsels may yet prevail with the authorities. 


40. The amendment in Section 505 of the Indian Penal Code, which the 

, -- Honourable Mr. Chalmers recently proposed, is worthy 

Adverse comments on the of serious consideration and ought to be strongly 
ee eee 509 protested against, since it proposes to absolve the pro- 
Rést Goftér (123), 16th Secution from the necessity of proving that the accused 
Jan. ; Svadesh Bandhu (167), intentionally spread a false report. The amendment 
19th Jan. violates the fundamental maxim of the English law, 
viz., to punish an offender only if it is proved that he — 

has intentionally committed an offence. We do not think there are sufficient 
grounds to warrant the amendment. [The Svadesh Bandhu expresses similar 


sentiments. | 


Hducation. 


41. Referring to the reply sent by the local Government to the letter of 
the University Senate recommending some facilities. 
Bombay Government and for students to pass their examinations by instalments, 
University one ig, the Katser-e-Hind says that it is tempted to ask the 
= © Gujarét rare (115), question whether after the discontinuance of their grant 
16th Jan. ’ tothe University the besf é0titse for Government would 
nee not have been to leave the University a free hand to 
introduce any alterations it liked in its regulations and bye-laws. [ Alluding to 
the same subject the Gujardé Mitra hopes that the Senate will adhere to their 
former resolution when the question again comes up before them, and says that 
the reform is sure to be sanctioned in the long run if but the well-wishers of the — 
students properly discharge their duties. | 
con 1806—6. | 
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42. If by being examined in compartments some of the candidates for 
Native Opinion (18), 16th University honours would have the academic value 
Jen, Eng.cols. ~—~—-_-OF their distinction lessened, or themselves rendered 
unfit for Government service, we can see no reason 
why there should be annual examinations in the University course at all. 
Judged by this criterion, would it not be better to abolish all examinations 
of the University between the Entrance and the Degree examinations? We 
think that the number of subjects which are appointed for a University 
examination are not appointed so much to test the candidate’s ability to 
master them all at once, as for. the sake of the mental culture which they 
ensure. The test for passing in compartments has been kept sufficiently 
high, 45 per cent. marks being necessary for exemption from examination 
in any subject. This, we think, would be an index of greater culture than 
under the present regulations, and that being so, we see no reason why the 
~ scheme of examination by compartments should find disfavour with the Govern- 
ment, There seems to be one motive apparent from the reply itself, though not 
urged so much as an objection by the Government, and that is that the acqui- 
sition of a degree should not be rendered easier. We fail to understand why 
Government should be actuated by any such illiberal spirit. We believe that 
Government have done wrong in rejecting the proposal of the Senate on what 
are, after all, captious objections. The language of the reply of Government, 
however, breathes a spirit of hopefulness in us, and we think that if Govern- 
ment were again approached on the subject with such changes as on a fresh 
consideration of the subject may be deemed expedient, success may yet await 
the efforts of the reform party in the Senate. : 


43. Itis customary to avoid political allusions in Convocation speeches ; 
but Sir MacWorth Young, Lieutenant-Governor of 
Sir MacWorth Young’s the Panjab, in delivering his latest Convocation 
——- asa ig, 2ddress, broke through this convention and gave out 
Psat O°); as his opinion that sedition lurks in the minds of a 
few educated Indians, whose minds are soured by 
disappointment. Sir MacWorth is guarded in his assertion, but we had expected 
that a liberal administrator of his type would not be led away by the hollow cry 
of the Anglo-Indian journalists about sedition being rampantin India. Anglo- 
Indian officials seem to suspect sedition everywhere around them at present. 
It is a misfortune of the country that there should be such weak officers of 
Government who confound outspoken ventilation of popular grievances with 
sedition, There is no sedition in India whatever. Of course, there is a 
certain amount of discontent in the popular mind, and the people are trying to 
remove the causes of that discontent by constitutional means. But this does 
not warrant Government officers in having a fling at the people, in season 
and out of season, for what they are doing. Oliver Cromwell is said to have 
expressed his contempt for his critics by saying that his administration had 
nothing to fear from the paper bullets of his detractors. Would that this presi- 
dency had a Governor of Cromwell’s iron nerves to rule it at this juncture ! 


Intelligence extracted from the Press. 


44, The Hitechchhu reports that a petty skirmish took place at Por, a 
village near A’nand in the Kaira District, between 

Reported skirmish at the the Native Ohristians and the villagers, the cause of 
“Por village es Be the disturbance being the alleged pollution of the 
division of the faire vt. cy water of certain village wells by the Native Christians. 


146) of Ahmed- . : 
Pye hu or ame Tt adds that the disturbance was put down by the 


police. : 


Rumoured intention of 45. It is widely reported in Kathidwér that it is 
Government to increase the the intention of Government to increase the amounts 
amounts of subsidies levied of the subsidies levied from the Kéthi4wdr Chiefs, and 
from the Kathiéwar Chiefs, = +144 the Honourable Sir Charles Ollivant is shortly 


OE nail a to pay a visit to the province with that object. 
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46. A correspondent of the Kéthidwdr News reports that:the tenth annual 
celebration of the Bhavnagar Cow Protection Society 


Tenth annual celebratien took place at Bhévnagar in a large mandap specially . 
of the Bhdiynagar Cow Pro- k place gar s pp cially 


; erected for the purpose near the Prince Albert Square 
a oo oe mg ews (121), 19th On the 18th January, when nearly three thousand 
Jan. persons, including Hindus, Parsis, Muhammadans 


| and even Europeans, took part in the celebration, 
and that after the report for the last’ year was read and several speeches and 
recitations were made the gathering dispersed amidst great enthusiasm. 


47. Human nature is after all frail. It knows no contentment. Govern- 
ment has tried its utmost in checking corruption by 
Alleged corruption of come allowing more than sufficient competence to some of 
wa eae Th servants in the its servants. They are allowed to rise to the top of 
rwar District. aes" , 
Réjahanea (174), 12th the service in process of time; and after long service 
Jan., Eng. cols. it allows pension and thereby prevents its servants 
| | from starving. In spite of all these prudential arrange- 
ments some of its servants are in the habit of receiving illicit gains though they 
are in receipt of fat salaries. Itis said that Crawfords have multiplied in the 
district of Dharwar. If this be true, they seem to defy the terrors of the law, as 
they think there is no likelihood of their being prosecuted under Section 161 of 


the Indian Penal Code, as the section punishes both the receiver and the giver 
of a bribe. : 


G, M. SA’THE, 
Reporter on the Native Press. 


Ojjice of the Keporter on the Native Press, 
New Secretariat, Bombay, 25th January 1898. 
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ENGLISH. 
1 |The Bombay East saucy is one ...| Bombay ; vo] Weekly ... ie 270 
2 | ,, Champion... ava ee <: van oe se 500 
3 ~ we ran Prakésh . ane -»»>| Poona és ont BO. te ‘i 350 
4 »5 Lndian Spectator and Voice of India... Bombay ove w| Do. ol 800 
5 », Kardchi Chronicle iss ...| Karachi “ li De. ee. 150 
6 » KAéthidwdr Times rer ...| Rajkot see | Daily —aee ae 73 
7 » Mahratta .. ae > ee | ee i? 500 
8 » Phenix ... see ..| Karachi - .| Bi-weekly es 400 
9 » Quarterly J ournal ‘of _ Poona Sérva- 
janik Sabha ... ‘i ...| Poona, see .| Quarterly es 500 
10 9 Railway Advocate eee eee Hubli. . eee Weekly see ee 300 
ll 9 Sind Times eee Karachi eee eee Bi-wee kly és 300 
ANGLO-MAaRATHI. 
12 | The Din Bandhu .... © «. ‘3 ..| Bombay ee »».| Weekly ... sos 1,0€0 
13 | 35 — Chakshu.. .. 4 jf ae we gk ue 1,000 
14 » Dnydnodays sae va ..| Bombay ¥ i i iil 508 
15 ra u Prakash ... - iss ‘ DO... wes ..| Bi-weekly oe 900 
16 * Kémpée or Workman ... = «x «| Do. eco = eo, Weekly és 1,700 
17 » ee es eee ¥ ..| Poona. see ua ae “a 800 
18 » Native Opinion ... — o. ..| Bombay sess wee | Bi-weekly ivi 700 
19 » Prabhakar ae | Do. ae ee is 500 
20 5 Shri Saydji Vijay - - ..| Baroda, ~ e Bi-weekly vee 2,500 
21 9 Sub odh Patrika . eee eae ee ° Bombay eee eee Weekly . cee 45 0 
92, »» sudharak., eee “a - »e.| Poona “eo ‘ Do. cee 3,000 
23 » Vartdhar ... 0 ..| Bombay cee Do. “ 1,500 
MaRATHI, 
24 | The Aram ves vai .».| Bombay . ...| Fortnightly __.,, 500 
25 » Arunodayas ene ss ».| Lhana “a »o| Weekly ... : 700 
26 » A’ry4vart... - oe sn Dhulia aoe er “ 205 
27 » Belgaum Saméchér wa Belgaum ei a as e 248 
23 9 SD ne ate a. ...| Bombay ‘i ae 6 gtd “ 1,006 
29 | ., Chanddnshu on an ...| Tasgaon cco = ova Weekly .. ee 100 
30 », Chandrakdént se oes .| Chikodi ee eS ee a 200 
31 » Chandrodaya uh ..| Chiplun a ‘a Do. oe 250 
32 | ,, Chikitsak... a ee ..| Belgaum _,.. wa ak aes 650 
a | Ce ass Co oe ae ie 200 
34 » Daivadnya Mitra sie ‘in --»+| Bombay os sa Monthly .., me 500 
35 , Daivadnya Samdchér  ... te Do. sa ck ee ae 300 
36 », Dakhan Samdachér - a wee) Chikodi we oy ee one 500 
37 rT Dakshin Vritt eco * ee ° kh olhapur eee eee Weekly eée ee0 1 60 
38 » Deshakdlavartamdn ; ss eee} Erandol ‘ia eS ge | ” ener e 60 
89 », Dhanada... ae oe ..| Vengurla oe Age a me 650 
40 9 Dhar war Vritt eve ee ee eee Dharwar eee ee Weekly .. eee 900 
; 4l “9 Dhureen oe eee ase eee eon Belgaum eee ee Do. ese eee eve 
42 9 Dnyén Prakish . eee ee eee coe] Poona oe oes ons Do. eee 750 
43 | , Dnydn 84 gor nu ..| Kolhépur ... col 00s ves 350 
44 { , Ganga L ani os 00 veg I se so] DO. We 213 
45 99 Gurakhi eee eee eee ee coe Bombay oe eee Do. ° dai 1,200 
46 » Gurékhi ... oS - wa 2 i oe | Dail a 4,000 
47 » Mindu Punch ..  .. oo ose CORDA 2. soe «= wef Weekly woe * one 680 
48 | ,, Jagadédarsh .. pon ae Ahmednagar ee ae 00s 400 
49 Jagad-hitechchhu oo =| hr a Ce es ve) = 4200 
50 ys Jagatsamachar eee ee ee eee Thana .. eee ee Do. 298 ese 600 
51 99 Kalpataru... es eee ee coe Shol4pur eee ee Do. ee eee 375 
52 » Karmanuk ar see] POONAs.6 ae See. ee eee 2,300 
53 ie ee »»-| Bombay a aa Monthly... ee 2,000 
54 9 Kesari eee ee eee Poona... ee ee Weekly ous eee 6,900 
55 9 Khéndesh Chitragupta ... eee eee Dhulia eee ee Do, eos eee 125 
56 99 Khandesh Vaibhav ee rope de Do. eee nancies Do. eee eee 235 
57 99 Khara Prakdér eee eee ae eee Bombay eee eee Monthly ee eee 2,000 
58 99 Kumtha Vritt eee eee eee eee Kumta eee ee Weekly bee 200 
59 9 Lokaseva eee eee eee ee eee Nasik . eee eee Do. ee 250 
60 7 Madatnis eee eee eee ee ee Ratnigiri eee eee Do eee oe 200 
61 | ,, Madhu Makshika oe aes woof Belgaum = ws Swe} = DO we] | 650 
62 ry) Madhu Vritt eee ee eee oe Wai eee eee oo Do = eee 125 
63 , Mahér4shtra Mitra... oes ...| Satara... ie ‘ Do cee 250 
64 , Mahdrfshtra Sanchér ..« ow vee] POONA coe ee sal ee ioe 300 
65 ser nme | Reimer mee ae mame 256 


CAM 


» Jie 


No, Names of Newspapers, Place of Publication. Edition. Gesies taeend 
RE 
Mara'tHI—contumed. ie 
66 | The Mitra and Gorakshan SamA&chér wee} Poona vee bee .»-| Monthly .,.. eve 500 
67 9 Mitrodaya eee eee eee eee Satara... eee eee Weekly eee ee 150 
68 9 Moda Vritt pee eee eee eee Wai eee eee eee Do. eee eee 1,200 
| 69 ” Mumbai Vaibhav pee eee eee Bombay eee eee Daily eee eee 1,300 
70 9 Nagar SamAchér... e068 @xs eee Ahmednagar eee eee Weekly eee eee 100 
71 » Nasik Vaibhav ... iss eve occ] SNGMEE ces ‘ie oa ees ee 08 ek 
72 9 Nasik Vritt eee eee ees eee Do. aaee eee 200 Do. eee %e. 400 
73 ” Nipani Vaibhav eee eee eee ° Nipani. ° ae Do. eee eee 104 
74, 9) Nydya Sindhu eee eee eee eee} ae eee Do. , ee 300 
75 ” Panchanan eee ane in Karad coe eee . Do. ese eee 170 
76 » Pandhari Bhushan... se Pandharpur «+. a iia 225 
77 99 Pandhari Mitra ... ove ee ‘ Do. eee eee Do. eee eee 250 
78 », Fen Samachdi ... eee ete eee ane ‘ cel DOL cee ia 200 
79 5, Poona Vaibhav ... oe aes Poona see , a ‘ia 1,800 
80 », Prabodh Chandrika ase ...| Jalgaon oe Do, ove is 49 
81 9 Prabodh Ratna éen ee eee ee- Barsi eee eee . Do. eee 140 
82 yy EPMO was ee ue side ...| Lsl4mpur oes Do. ss 300 
83 9 Raghav Bhushan eoe eee Yeola . eee eee Do. ° ee 200 
84 » Ratnakar .. _ ne Kaladgi ose mee ira <a ee ra 25 
85 99 Sadyasthity4darsh im we ee oe -| Monthly... .. 100 
86 » Sansth4nik oe ee Chikodi ee Fortnightly oes 500 
87 » Satya Sadan ve “in igi Alibag... ws Do. ‘ov 300 
88 55 Satya Shodhak ... iu sve | Ratnagiri a. ..| Weekly ... ose 600 
89 » Satyavakta ne obs ée ..| Vengurla - , Do. , soe ead 
90 9 Shikshak . coe eee eee Chikodi eee eee Do. P eos 950 
91 » Sholapur Samichér .. eve} Shol&pur ee ie 375 
92 9 Shubh Suchak ... eee eee ee Satara .. Do. ° coe 250 
93 5, Sudarshan es cee Me ee Ahmednagar . ooo} Do. i 175 
94 ” Sudhakar eee 000 ee ° Pen eee eee Do. eee eo 275 
95 », Sumant ... oe ae <i Karad ,.. ves O.. ie a 200 
96 99 Tukér4am eee soe eee eee v Ahmednagar eee eee Do. eee ee eee 
97 », Udyogavriddhi ... es saa Poona ... ont DOs ees ja 400 
98 » Vartddarsha oes “aa ‘nd .»o| Méivan ave —“— 1 be 125 
99 »» Vartéhar ... coe ‘iis ore Bombay oe eeu Tri-weekly one 700 
100 ” Var tanidhi eee sae eee ee Poona ee eee eee Weekly .. oe 1,500 
101 » -Vatandaér... — oes ose ...| Bijapur phe 2: ek oe ‘ 300 
102 »» Vengurla Vritt ... ia “ ...| Vengurla pe : MS kas a: 125 
Oe a gc as Do. ‘i 700. 
104 99 Vidy a Vilas eee eee eoe eee Kolhapur eee Do. e ee 550 
105 » Vikshipta .. “a 5 ,..| Dombay see Do. - 1,809 
106 i Virashaivamata Prakésh 2 ...| Akalkot -~ eo} Do. 100 
107 » Vividh Dny4n Vistér ... es ...| Bombay ‘in Monthly . “i 550 
et ee cs a eh ee a 400 
109 » -Vritt Sindhu... oe ; ,..| Karwar... eee De. *s eee eee 
110 » Vritt Sudha ; - : a eel «Do, - 110 
111 oo «VyGpar ©... nas ee i ..| Poona ... as ° Do. uae 500 
ANGLO-GUJARA‘TTI. 
112 | The Broach Sam&chér Se nt eee vos = one] Weekly. “ 200 . 
113 » Deshabhakta oe es ha ...| Baroda sa sg | ee a ae 
Li os a a as ! eee i“! ee su 3,0C0 
115 » Gujardt Mitr’... ss ee Surat ... oo} Do. ; eet 700 
116 ,, Gujarét Satya Samsher ... sale vel Oe ee ee 225 
117 » Hindi Punch ... Bombay a ae a 505 
118 9 Hindusthan occ eco eee Ka Do. eee eee Do. eee 950 
119 »» Independent ‘ie ‘2 vie veo| Do. oe a: ee ne. 500 
120 »» Kaiser-e-Hind ... es * al oo ‘ ol as 2,700 
121 | ,, Kéthidwir News... 1... a Rajkot... +. «+! Bi-weekly te 250 
122 | ,, Panch Mahél Times ... ... — ...| Godhra ves Weekly ves 400 
123 5, Rast Goftér oot ae eee} Bombay sain ae eas 1,700 
124 » Shri Sayaji wieys ae a ...| Baroda ve a ae 2,000 
125 Surys Prakash Surat | Do. 2 200 
GUJARA’TI. 
Ahmedabad _— i ; 
127 »» Ajab ‘sab we | surat ... eek reel Monthly ... - 400 
128  & hb4r-e-Islam ... me a ...| Bombay ron Daily sis 1,600 
129 ; Akhb4re Sodagar ora ae ft oan we Ds ee 1,200 
130 99 Arajadar e° Pyy) re — eee Baroda... eee eee Weekly oe 500 
131 » A’ry& Dharm Prak4sh = nee ...| Bombay ‘i F sepa ae 495 
132 9 Bhim Sen eee eee ee ee ee Do eee eee Daily ese eve 1,200 
133 | . Bombay Saméchér ie mS wel Do, ae -| DGG ees as 3,100 
134 5» proach Metra... ona tug vos} Broach ois ...| Weekly .. sa 150 
135 | 99 Buddhi Pr akAsh .. ee ee 088 eee Ahmedabad eoe ese Monthly... oe peer: 900 
136 FI Cambay Gazette eee eee eee eco Cambay eee eee Do, see a 110 
137 | ,, Chandra eae ate mam APOE... one ated Se ca ae 200 
188 | 5, Chhatrapati ... 4. sen = eee Bombay =— «ss Stee] Weekly 4, ot ae 
au Deshi tré ese ee eee eee Surat eee eee eee Do- ene cool 1,206 
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N. . Names of Newspapers. Place of Publication. Edition. Corian tanoed, 
Gusana’tI—oontinued, | 
140 | The Din Mani oe eee eee eee soo = ove| Weekly ... Sel 125 
141 5 RYO OOGOR. ae eee. Ue ,.| Albmedabad ... ee} Monthly... —s « 200 
142 >} Dny4én Vardhak eee eee eee eee Bombay eee eee a eee eee 450 
143 9 Fursad eee eee eee eee eee Do. eee eee see 000 500 
144 9 Sap ... ace ee eee ee vee ove cca ove 300 
145 “ Afsh4n ee ove deo ooo ase ,..| Monthly .., wl 500 
146 | 5, Hitechchhu ie a se bes Ahmedabad a oe Weekly ou 500 | . 
147 », J&m-e-Jamshed . << -  re ae A eee es 2,500 f 
148 | 5 a cos eau ee a a ee a, ae 225 y 
149 | ,, Kachha Reinbolile eee see ...| Bombay ae ul. ae ie pot 500 1 
150 » Kaira Khetiwddi Patra... ie ...| Nadiad sco =’ wee] Monthly ... seh 830 
151 et a! ey ie w.| Weekly .., me 105 
152 , Kathidwddno Himéyati... ... ...| Ahmedabad... ...| Do... ‘ea 400 
153 99 Kathiawadr Krishi cee eee eee Do. tae ede Tri-monthly ee6 7 200 
154 | » Kathibwar Times... = 0. ose sue] SRAFROB sco ooe| ale Weekly ase 450 
155 | 5, Kelavni ... os “os: Oe a a — ai 800 
156 99 Nure Elam eee @e eee see Bombay eee eee eee 300 
157 39 Nydyadarshak eee .ee eee eee Ahmedabad eee rT.) Fort ight eee 250 
158 y, Praja Mitra 208 eee eee bee Karachi te Ses Bi-wee Bas 450 
159 »» Praja Pokér =x we pee | Surat ... G ..| Weekly ... ‘od 400 


160 » Raéjyabhakt’ _... a eee ous oo ee ee ee 
161 99 Samsher Bah4édur eee pes see Ahmedabad ase ,oe Do, oe8 ue 300 
162 5 Satyt Mitré . oes »-| Bombay =. ue a ae eee 1,106 


163 | » Setyavekta ee ee Pe a eee o00 
164 | 99 Stri Bodh.. eee ees eee eos Do. eee Lee Monthly 829 ooe 300 
165 39 Stri Mitra eee eee ese eee Do. ese eee Do. eee ees ' 500 
166 ee, ee a ee | — voo| Weekly 1.5 sos 200 
167 OE id escheat. —— oO eee ee ee 250 
168 ,, Udichya Hitechchhu Patri... ...| Ahmedabad ... ...| Monthly ... se 660 
169 - Vaishnava... jee son ane ...| Bombay voe—-  os.| Fortnightly ee 200 
170 ,, Vishvadarshan _.., ca ee ve-| Kaira coo wo.| Weekly .., tu 150 
171 99 Vyapak — eee eee eee eee Bombay ece eee Do. coe eee 600 
ANGLO-KA’NARESE. hs 
172 | The Hubli Patra oe ee ee ll ee | 5€ 


ENGLISH, MARATHI AND KANARESE. 


173 | The Karn4tak Patra ... ‘is in ...| Dhdérw4r 


. ‘a ol Weekly ... ee 500 

174 99 Rajahansa ese eee eee eee Do. ee eae Do. ere eee 386 
‘Ka’NARESE, 

175 | The Chandroday’ cn as. OE ie ss 1 Weekly 00... ss 200 
176 » Karniétak Vaibhav on kis ‘iba s j4pur ve ak ENOL. cee oes 400 
177 ”? Karndtak Vritt . eee TT) oe Ee whe ee sac Do. eee eee 600 
178 99 Loka Bandhu eee eee eee eee eee eee Do. eee cool 300 
179 » Lok& Mitra eet “é sea ae picthbionue Sea ee RS Spe ee 100 
180 , Mayurpur Vaibhav ms ans ...| Navalgund ,.. S22. Sa a 98 
18} », -asik Ranjini.... es ‘a ...| Gadag ix tO, 406 osal 215 
182 9 Satya’ Vritt ese ees ° eee eee Do. eee eee Do. eee eee 350 
183 ,, Subodh Chandrika ow oe. , JA. oka 150 
184 .. Vidya Santan Patra... i oe nie ...| Weekly ... oe 400 

MARA’THI AND Ka'NARESE. 
185 |The Chandrika a a as a Lee an oe 125 
186 »  Siddheshvar as sis ove sock: eas a me * ane ‘ia 150 


ENGLISH AND HINDI. 
187 The Pandit eee eee eve eee cae Poona se0 eee eer Weekly eee eee - @00 
) HINDI. ; | | 


188 | The Shri Venkateshvar Samachar ... -+»} Bombay ses we.| Weekly ... me 6,000 


URpv. 
189 | The Aina-i-Hind sae eee oe ee | Bombay ee ...| Monthly ... a se 
190 » Alam Aphroz Bambai ... ««. «| Do. i ...| Tri-monthly _... 300 
191 ,, Azad Punch oa ve cr pe ee} ia ...| Weekly ... se one 
193 9 India Gazette eee eee eee eee Do. eee eee Do, see eee 100 
1938 | 5, Justice of the Peace .. s se} +» Doe ieee ee oe ies 
194 » Makbul-e-Aalum oe 7a ef Do. Bs SS | ae Sia 


195 ,, Munsif-i-Deccan ... coe ie ...| Ahmednagar ... a | ee pee 80 
196 9 Muslim Heraid eee eee eee Rae Bombay eee eee as eee eee 1,50@. 
197 | 99 Nay dr-i-Islam eee “000 eee eee Do. eee eee Wee ly es 

198 99 Punch Bahaiur eee see eee eee Do. ae eee Do. een 6Ac 500 
199 9 Safir... eee eee eee eee Do. ree ad Doe eee san 300 
Sult4n-ul- Akhbar... | . : 


Ne-nes of Newspapers. | Place of Publication. Edition, Copies issued. 


ENGLISH, MARA’'THI AND GusaRa‘TI. 

201 | The Baroda Vatsal ... a ane o»»| Baroda eve otal WUOORAY exe Wes 55@ 

ENGLISH, Mara’THI, GuyaRa’t1 
AND KONKANI. 


202 | The Garibdncha Kaivdri (Amicus Pauperum)| Bombay oe = ooo] Fortnightly = as. 1,500 


MARA’THI AND URDU. 


208 | The Gulbarga Samdéchér ... {Gulbarga ... ..| Weekly .. oes 450 
ANGLO-SINDI. 
ae ek a eee are ‘es .. | Hyderabad (Sind) ...| Fortnightly _... oe 
205 » rrennet i ws eee “a oa Do. ee.| Weekly .., ne 500 
SINDI. 
206 |The Khairkhah ... aa iss .»o| Karachi ins .».| Weekly ,.. ne 600 
207 99 Muin-ul-Isl4m eee eee see eee Do. eee eee Do, eee ese 200 
208 » sind Sudh4ér ue ios a wt Do. ine a ee le ius 600 
| 
ANGLO-PORTUGUESE. | 


209 |O Anglo-Lusitano ... eee cco = one| Weekly .., re 1,000 


PORTUGUESE-KONKANI. 


210 | The Luso-Concanim ... cee eee »»o| Bombay eer | Weekly ees | 050 


Notes:—A. The notices from the different Newspapers have been collected in che Report under different heads 
which are printed in italics. : 

B. The names of Newspapers are printed in the margin of the Report in italics, and the number of the News- 
paper in the above list is printed in brackets after the name, 


C, The system of spelling vernacular words followed by the Reporter is the same as that adopted in the 
Official Spelling List of the es. Bi Paicomrgem f One peculiar feature of this system is that wnen the long (a 
er 4) is the last letter of a word, the accent is left out, and the short a(H] =u in gun) is, to prevent confusion, 
never placed at the end of a word, This rule has been strictly followed, except that when the short a appears to be 
absolutely necessary to complete the pronunciation of a word, asin Arunodaya or the well-known Mitra, it is printed 
with a mark over it to indicate that it is short, thus—-d, : 


' DD, The figures giving the circulation or number of copies published (of each newspaper and periodical as 
furnished by the proprietor, are not guaranteed as accurate, and in some instances must be regarded with caution, 
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4 
Politics and the Public Administration. 


1, After all, the old way of the Panjab Government in dealing with the 
tribes was very effective, and certainly much less cost- | 
Frontier policy of the Gov- ly than the present expeditions. The Lawrence policy 
cument of India. is sound, not because it was adopted by a sagacious 
aka'sh (15), 24th 
Jan., Eng. cols. statesman, but because it followed the laws of human 
nature. The same laws hold good still, and we 
trust the same policy will be adopted. The change will be welcomed by 
all, The tribes will be pleased, because they will no longer be harassed; the 
people of the country will be pleased, because it will mean less burden of taxation 
on them. ‘he army will have ample time to regain its strength and power. 
The unrest will disappear. The Government will have more time to look after 
the internal administration of the country. Russia can work as much as she 
can along her borders. At present she is calm and England restless. The 
change of policy will reverse the conditions. England will feel strong and 
contented, and Russia will become restless ; and then she will be as much troubled 
by the Afghans and the Pathan tribes as England is being troubled and harassed 
by them now. It will then be for England to enjoy the scene as Russia is 
doing now. May God give our rulers the wisdom to see through this frontier 
impolicy | : . , 
2. Reuter informs us that Lord George Hamilton recently made a speech. 
If we were in Lord George’s place, this is about the 
Lord George Hamilton and ast thing we should do, for, if there be one man who 
oe Michael Hicks-Beach on ghoyld be bowed down with sorrow, that man is the 
e recent frontier campaign. ° 
Champion (2), 28rd Jan. Present Secretary of State for India. However, Lord 
George is not of that character and he has made a 
speech. And this is what he said, or rather this is how Reuter reports him : 
“ Lord George Hamilton, speaking at Acton, said the results of the Indian frontier 
campaign were most satisfactory, notwithstanding the losses we had suffered. ”’ 
Good heavens, what does the man mean by “ the results of campaign most satis- 
factory ’’? Let us sum up those results: hundreds of British and Indian lives 
lost, thousands of frontier men slain, and krors of rupees wasted, And for what ? 
Nothing, absolutely nothing, The tribesmen have not been conquered, and to-day 
the frontier is more unsettled than ever it was. Aud Lord George is satisfied ! 
Some people evidently are easily pleased, and that ‘statesman’ is one of them. 
Speaking of Lord George’s oration reminds us that Sir Michael Hicks-Beach— 
John Bull’s purse-keeper—has also been orating. He too has been reported by 
Reuter, and this is the summary of his remarks sent to us by that news-agency : 
* Sir Michael said he had reason to believe that India did not require financial 
help at the present time, and that if she really wanted it our pockets would be 
open toher. But nothing was more dangerous than Parliament voting the 
money of the British tax-payer to aid the necessities of portions of the Empire 
which were not subject to Parliament.’? All this, of course, means that India 
will have to pay the cost of the frontier war, because, foresooth, it is dangerous 
to interest the British tax-payer in Indian affairs. We have heard that doctrine 
here, but we never imagined that a responsible Minister of the Crown would 
advance that theory as an excuse to escape from doing a just thing. But there 
it is, and we must grin and put up with it. By the way, what does Sir Michael 
mean by the last part of his remarks? Does he mean that India is not subject 
to Parliament? We had always imagined that the whole of the British Empire 
was controlled by the English people through the House of Commons. Are we 
wrong in that belief? Truly, we have fallen on strange days and strange men. 
When will the British tax-payer wake up and dismiss the reactionaries who are 
ruining him and his inheritance? Patience, that is all the advice we can offer ; 
we are not the only part of the Empire that suffers because the Tories are in 
office. Some day better men with broader views will reign again at West- 
minster, and the prayer of all honest people should be that that day will quickly 
come. 


8. The frontier war has virtually ended. What are now being reported as 

, small skirmishes are merest episodes of the “ splendid ”’ 
Mohrétio (7), 28rd Jan, .  vetreat of our army in the face of the harassing enemy. 
The campaign, whatever its causes, was on the whole such a colossal bungling 
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that few lovers-of India and British rule have the courage to look back upon 
it, The defeat of the Indian army is a fact and no ministerial utterances can 
undo it. . Yet we have Lord George Hamilton declaring that the results of 
the war have been most satisfactory. We cannot understand how that may 
be, unless Lord George, after the manner of some philosophers, welcomes mis- 
fortune as the mother of virtues. Yes, if Lord George likes he may learn 
wise lessons from the frontier war. His optimism is very audacious, to say the 
least of it. What shall we say of a responsible minister of State, proclaiming 
from the house-tops that the frontier war has shown satisfactory results, when 
all the world, including the entire press, is condemning it as having caused the 
ruin of British prestige? Obstinacy, thy name is Lord George Hamilton | 


4. Our forefathers used to tell many stories of the intelligence, foresight, 
kindness and generosity of our rulers, but these qualities 
Alleged characteristics of gre becoming now-a-days rarer and rarer among 
modern Anglo-Indian officers. them, ‘What can be the reason of this? We suspect 
and their probable cause. that th, lanation ie to be found ta th t 
Jagadhitechchhu (49), 92nd € explanation 1s to De found In e Ox reme 
Jan. fondness for athletics and outdoor games which has 
latterly become a marked characteristic of the public 
schools in England. Even the head masters in England complain that the 
scholars pay too much attention to athletics, cricket and other games to the 
neglect of their intellectual studies. Now athletics and cricket are good in their 
own way, but proficiency in:them is no guarantee for good administrative capacity. 
On the contrary, they tend to make their votaries insolent and dull-headed. 
Our former cricketing Governor is an apt illustration of this and so are the 
many Anglo-Indian administrators of to-day, whose arrogance and dull-headed- 
ness are probably traceable to their extreme devotion to athletics and outdoor 
games in their scholastic days. 


5. We are glad to see that some of the vernacular papers are ashamed of 
the speeches made in London by the Indian Associ- 

Remark th h Pp haon vy 
ihe ah Paggins: Teg of ation there, Atthe same time it has to be remembered 
Indians recently held in that Mr. Dadabhai Navroji was president on the 


Beg ow P 14). 27x, occasion, and the wild sentiments expressed can hardly 
Sen. ae. no aS) lt ais cae as the mere vapourings of school- 


6. The Congress of Indians in England showed, we are sorry, a great 
deterioration. Weare afraid the youthful exuberance 
of the Indian students in England would do harm to 
| the cause of India. Could not these be estopped from 
taking an active, at least a leading, part and from using wild language, so long 
as they are keeping their terms at College or Inn? It would be to their as well 
as to our advantage. | 


Indian Spectator (4), 23rd 
Jan. | 


7. ‘Till the next issue of Jndia is to hand, we shall not be in a position 
Mili: eis C0 ts to say that all that has been said about resident 
Pb Eng a (18), 28rd Tndians’ speech-making is substantially true. Never- 
spies theless we cannot but regret the tone adopted by two 
of the speakers, We know that human nature in India is not different from 
human nature in England, or, for the matter of that, even in Europe, and when 
disappointment seems to cloud the horizon of one’s ambition, he often loses all 
_ patience. Such probably was the mood of mind in which the speakers seem to 
ave used, or rather misused, their opportunity. We can have no sympathy 
with such a speaker as Dr. Mullic, who foolishly talks of ‘ closing the ranks,’ 
and all that sort of silly fustian. | | 


8. We do not think the London Indians nen. be taken oe literally if 
they have really spoken as they have been reported. 

Rabedite (7), Sbed Jan, We hare creat Aare as to wither they hare been 
properly reported, but it is possible that some indiscreet things might have 
been said by young students, who will certainly improve: by a little more 
experience of the world. The conference, in fact, does not seem to have been 
any mens more serious than 4 meeting of a College debating society, and we do 
not think English and Anglo-Indian papers will be justified in making capital 
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out of it so as to prejudice the Congress movement in India, ‘The apparent 
“excess of language at the London meeting was undoubtedly due to the sore 
disappointment and exasperation caused by the recent reactionary policy of 
the British Government in India. There might be some froth and steam in the 
eloquence spouted at the meeting, but the steam could not have come out without 
some fire and fuel at the bottom. The harsh things said by Dr. Mullic and 
Mr. Ray have no more significance than the riots recently committed by 
students in the streets of Vienna or Paris; they serve only as an index to the 
bitter feelings of disappointment which are daily taking deeper and deeper roots 
in the hearts of India, and which, if allowed to grow beyond certain bounds, must 
prove detrimental to the interests of the rulers and the ruled in this country. 
Both the classes are interested in preserving British supremacy intact for a long 
time to come, and the increasing discontent among the people, therefore, ought 
to be a matter for regret with both, Repression has been discovered as a panacea 
for the evil by some Anglo-Indian officials, but they forget that repression can 
only smother discontent; it will not remove it. It may be thatthe Indians 
may be impotent in their rage, and it may be that the discontent among 
Natives, however great, may not do any appreciable harm to British power 
in India for a long time to come. But even a trodden worm bites, and no 
sovereign can rule happily and peacefully over a discontented people. 


9. The Kesari comments as follows on the character of the speeches 
aoe rans oes delivered at the Bloomsbury conference of the Indians 
esart (94), 20th Jan. == in England :—The speeches of Dr. Mullic and Mr. Ray 
were no doubt violent. Perhaps it was natural that these young men should 
be carried away by anger at the terrible attacks made by English papers 
on the Indians, but we have no hesitation in saying that it would have been 
better if the speeches of these young enthusiasts had not been delivered at. 
all, We think differently, however, of the speech of Mr. Dadabhai Navroji 
and are not prepared for a moment to maintain that his speech had better 
have been left undelivered. Besides his speech has not been correctly reported. 
India, in its issue of the 7th instant, writes with respect to that speech that it 
has been most foully misrepresented and malignantly criticised, and that a 
verbatim report of it would appear in the next number of India. 


10. The speeches made at the above conference are justly criticised by the 
itis i te | oma Native press, inasmuch as they go to show the rash- 
Pe pecuieent oare Oh ness and the out-and-out radical spirit of the speakers. 
In their utmost zeal to serve their country our Indian 
brethren in England have forgotten themselves and overstepped the bounds of 
moderation and wisdom. The recent number of India tells us that Mr. Dada- 
bhai Navroji’s speech has been much mutilated by his otherwise than friendly 
critics, and promises to undeceive the public in regard thereto by reproducing 
it in its next issue. If this is so, we would be glad to learn that our Grand Old 
Man has not joined his young Indian followers, who have, as it were, lost their 
heads, thinking that abuse for abuse is the best means for attaining their ends. 
But they forget that they would gain nothing thereby. The best way to gain 
anything for their country is to preserve mental equilibrium in dealing with 
questions affecting the vital interests of India. 


11. A habitual correspondent of the Kesari writes:—A glance at the 
Famine Resolution of Government discloses the extent 

Comments on the Famine and severity of the calamity we have just passed 
meen ee I Pong the Govern- through, as also the amount of expenditure incurred in 
=. ( 54), sth Jan. meeting the distress consequent upon famine. The area 
: covered by the famine is roughly. three hundred 

thousand square miles, while the population affected by it is 6 krors, The total 
expenditure is 8 krors, of which 2 krors represent the amount of suspensions. Not 
apie of land revenue was remitted. Besides the direct expenditure incurred by 
Government in meeting the famine, charitable contributions raised in England, 
India and the Colonies amounted to 160 lakhs. The Amrit Bazar Patrika 
published figures some time ago showing the amount which was spent out 
of the Famine Relief Fund on the salaries of high-paid European officers. 
Another item of expenditure out of this fund, which we cannot help remember- 
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ing, is that of stationery, which came to one lakh! But the question which 
surpasses in importance these statistics is, why should famine be a frequent 
occurrence in this “ golden land ”’ of ours, especially when it is ruled by the 
most civilised Government on earth? What has become of the Famine 
Fund which the Government has been collecting for the last twenty years 
with the object of preventing the loss of even a single human life from 
famine? The answer to these questions is to be found in the free trade prin- 
ciples of Government, the vast military expenditure, the forced export trade, the 
extravagance of imperial expenditure, the loss on exchange, &c. The rulers 
ought carefully to consider the bearing of each of these items on famine. The 
Government, again, takes credit to itself upon its most successful management 
of the last famine. Surely every one must be delighted and astonished to learn 
that adequate relief was administered to 6 krors of men with an outlay of only. 
7 or 8 krors of rupees! The expenditure on-frontier war, which, unfortunately 
for this country, coincided with famine, amounted to 6 krors during the year; 


so that we may say that 7 krors were spent in saving human lives and 6 krors 
in destroying them ! 


12; Huis Excellency Lord Sandhurst’s speech at the opening of the Lady 
Dufferin Hospital at Kar4chi was conceived in a spirit 
His Excellency Lord Sand- of inimitable grace, and his acknowledgment of the 
burst's speech at the opening sonerosity of the donors ought still further to swell 
ceremony of the Lady Dnuf- . oe 3 
ferin Hospital at Karachi. their ranks. His reference to Poona affairs is con- 
Kardcht Chronicle (5),28rd sidered in some quarters as having been a little out 
Jan. of place. It,cannot, however, be said to have been 
out of date, for public feeling on the subject still runs 
high and it is conceivable that the gentleman on whom the burden of the 
‘blame is laid should take every opportunity to put himself right in the eyes 
of the public. His Lordship’s graceful acknowledgment of the services of 
the Plague Committee in getting the plague under control in the city was suited 
to the time and occasion, and though it is conceivable that his omission to put 
in a good word for the Municipal Corporation, which, to do it justice, tried 
to do its duty in this matter, should give rise to some heart-burning, that is no 
reason why the Plague Committee should be grudged the credit they have so 
deservedly earned for themselves. ~ 


13. From Lord Sandhurst’s speech at the opening ceremony of the local 
ee Lady Dufferin Hospital it appears that the late 

RAN SE) Hee 20m Poona incidents have become to him what King 
Charles I’s head was to poor Mr. Dick. He cannot open his lips without. 
dragging them in, though the place and the occasion were thoroughly unsuited 
to.such a reference. ‘Times without number he had defended the conduct of 
the military search parties in Poona, and unless they be very badly in need of 
defence, it is difficult to understand why he should have, while here, once more 
taken up the cudgels on their behalf. There would have been some justifi- 
cation for such a course if the conduct of the soldiers in Karachi who carried 
out the plague operations had been impeached. But he himself admitted that 
there had been no such complaint, and yet thought it necessary to enter into 
an elaborate defence on their behalf and give them a certificate of character. 
This is rather odd and not calculated to increase public confidence in the 
integrity of those who require so much defending and whitewashing in order 
to justify themselves in the public eyes. His Excellency must still be smarting 
under the unfavourable judgment which recent events in Poona and Bombay 
led the public to pronounce upon his administration, It is otherwise in 
conceivable— unless, indeed, he was at a loss what to say—why he should have 
repeated the thrice-told tale to people who were not in any way interested in it. 
His Excellency next proceeded to heap encomiums on the Karachi Plague Com- 
mittee. We have no quarrel with the Committee and we do not grudge it the 
high praise which it received from Lord Sandhurst. It undoubtedly tried its 
best_ to grapple with the visitation and is entitled to some acknowledgment 
of the service which it rendered in that connection. But the Committee 
is not the only body corporate which can sppropriaie to itself all the credit in 
this matter. Some acknowledgment was due to the municipality as well, but 


His Excellency, while profuse in his thanks to the Plague Committee, would not 
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deign to make so much as a reference to the yeoman service which the muni- 
cipality rendered in this connection. This was neither just nor fair, and some 
churlish people should be excused if they ascribe it to the displeasure of Lord 
Sandhurst which the municipality incurred by resigning in a body and with- 
drawing their resignation on condition of their Engineer being placed on the 
Plague Committee. Be that, however, as it may, we cannot help thinking that 
His Excellency would have better consulted the interests of good taste and fair 
play, if while acknowledging the services of the Plague Committee he had 


given the municipality its due, and bestowed on it the measure of credit to 
which it is justly entitled. | | 


14. Weare not much interested in the latest tour of His Excellency the 
Indu Prakish- (15), 24th Governor in Sind except in one particular. His 
Jans Bier, ool. Excellency drew the conclusion that Mr. Rand’s 
plague administration was very good from the fact 
that the Indian: gentlemen in Poona recently asked for the assistance of the 
soldiers. We must respectfully point out that the contention cannot be sus- 
tained. His Excellency is, we dare say, aware that the inhabitants of Poona 
liked Mr. Lamb’s administration better than Mr. Rand’s, and that they are 
simply charmed with Colonel Creagh’s administration. If we take this with the 
fact mentioned by His Excellency the Governor, we shall find that the conclu- 
sion we are justified in drawing is simply this; that the Indians, as a rule, are 
quiet people and suffering ; that even the meek complain when the complaints 
reach a certain point; that the Indians like those who treat them with kindness 
and consideration ; and that they are ready to suffer much when they are asked 
to do it by those whom they love and in whom they have confidence. 


15. It is evident that Lord Sandhurst, even more than the Poona people 
boas yy ee Ss themselves, has the British soldier on the brain, His 
ee eh Pee Excellency’s utterances at Karachi, delivered at the 
time of opening an hospital, are a feat of ventriloquism, and poor Poona is gratee 
ful to him for remembering her even at that long distance. (Here the paper 
quotes an extract from His Excellency’s speech.) We too have not anything 
to add to the comments we made at the proper time upon. His Excellency’s 
famous seriatim denial, The world has judged of the matter already; but if 
His Excellency thinks that by simply reiterating his denial he will have com- 
pletely vindicated the British soldiers under the first. Plague Committee, he is 
welcome to do so, It may or may not be accurate to say that the leaders of the 
- Poona community went in solid for British soldiers once more. But even sup- 
posing that it is all as His Excellency has understood it, what then? Sub- 
sequent good conduct may, at the most, atone or compensate for past misconduct ; 
but it can never undo the fact itself of that past misconduct, if there is any. 


16. An-eclipse is a natural phenomenon, about which very strange and 

3 crude notions exist among the orthodox and supersti- 
Bs futility of anti- fious Raa in this country. When the sun or moon 
plague measures. is eclipsed, these ignorant people clamorously call 
os Makshika (81),24th yon thedragon Réhu to deliver his temporary victim, 
and when the luminary shines out again with its usual 

splendour after the period of the eclipse is over, these persons take credit to 
themselves that it was through their vociferous clamour or their petty charities 
or fasts and penances that the rescue of the sun or moon was effected. Huro- 
-peans laugh at such foolish vauntings and set down those who indulge in 
them as jungit or uncivilised folks. Now, we will show that such ignorance or 
superstition exists among Europeans with respect to other matters. Let us take 
the case of the epidemic which is at present doing havoc in our midst. Is it 
not a phenomenon of nature like the eclipse, and is it not simply idle to pretend 
to control and stamp it out? It breaks out at an appointed time and abates © 
only after it has run its course. Those who boast that they have successfully 
conquered the Plague by segregation, inoculation, cleansing of houses and other 
measures seem fo be as foolish and unreasonable as the superstitious individuals - 
who claim that they compelled Réhu to ciagorge the sun or moon by their 
vociferous cries of ‘ Let go, let go.’ The moral of the analogy is that the present 


preventive measures adopted by the authorities against the plague are utterly 
cox 1813—4 . , 


{ 
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frivolous and result only in inflicting unnecessary annoyance and oppression 
on the people without influencing the course of the plague in the least, The 

lague, like the eclipse, is a phenomenon of nature and disappears only when 
it has run its course. Let not our Plague Committees and sanitary authorities 
then take vain credit to themselves for having successfully battled with it by 
their inefficacious and irritating nostrums. | 


17. On the one hand we hear the Viceroy complaining of want of funds, 

but on the other we hear that he has asked the Secre- 

Demand for additionaldoc- tary of State by telegram to send out 8 male doctors, 

+ oy oslo ne ping for geen 2 female doctors and 25 nurses from England. Does 
noted. ni dee the plague dread the white skin and will it vanish 
~ Vértéhar (99), 24th Jan. § When the English doctors arrive? Otherwise we can- 
not understand why the services of these doctors have 
been asked for. Are there no Native doctors available in this country ? Weare 


not far wrong if we say that the object of the Government is to provide snug 


berths for Englishmen under the pretext of the plague. The black men must — 


simply acquiesce in whatever happens with calm resignation. 


18, It is a matter for great regret that the plague authorities cannot 
maintain a uniform system of examination and deten- 


Romans on certain Pg’? tion at the observation camps. The system that works 


regulations in the Bombay 


Presidency, | on the principle that Europeans and Eurasians enjoy 
Kathidwér News (121), immunity from the plague is not one that commends 
Sind-Jan., Eng. cols. itself highly to the public, His Excellency the Gov- 


~ernor himself said the other day that no caste distinctions in this respect were 


maintained, and yet wesee no official instructions promulgated to the effect. Then, 
again, it might beinquired why Government and Native State servants should have 
facilities for travelling while these are denied to non-officials? Do Government 
servants enjoy immunity from the plague or are they so sacred as not to spread 
the contagion ? We think it were well if the plague authorities exercised their 
discretion and so amended the rules as to prove of alittle practical inconvenience 
and hardship to.the public as possible. __ ) ty, 


19. To show how the Bombay Plague Committee managesthe affair 
entrusted to it we will cite a case. A patient suffering 

Remarks on the plague from chronic cough consulted a reputed Euro; ¢an 
pporetiene of the Bombay doctor serving as Professor inthe Grant Medical Colle’: 
ague Committee. | : : : 
Varidhar (99), 28th Jan. | Who recommended his removal to Mahélakshmi. But 
some European connected with the Plague Committee, 

not knowing anything of medicine, objected to the patient’s removing to Mahé- 
lakshmi and advised that he should go to Mahim instead. Here is a lay official of 
the Plague Committee coming between a patient and his medical adviser. The 
patient ultimately went neither to Mahalakshmi nor to Mahim, but died in his 
house in Bombay. We do not say positively that his life would have been 
saved by his removal to Mahdlakshmi, but as he was advised by a competent 
European medical adviser to do so, it was indiscreet on the part of the official of 
the Plague Committee to meddle in the matter. The rate of mortality during the 
present recrudescence of the plague is higher than last year. It may be that the 
disease is of a more virulent type this year than it was in the last, but it is just 
as probable that the dietary and other arrangements in the plague hospitals are 
not as satisfactory as they ought to be and hence more patients must be dying. 
Intelligent Europeans must agree with the Natives in holding that panic and 
unsatisfactory arrangements in the hospitals may account for the increased 
death-rate. We repeat our prayer that the_plague should break out in England, 
so that we might have an opportunity of watching whether segregation and 


other plague measures would be enforced with the same rigidity there as they © 


are in India. The Natives are quite sure that the British public would 
drive the ministry from which such oppressive measures emanated out of office 
the very next day. Will Lord George Hamilton advise his colleagues to adopt 
the policy of the Hongkong doctors, and if he does, will his colleagues persist in 
segregation at. any cost or will they rather look upon Lord George as a mad 


fellow ? 
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20, More than the pague, a large class of the Native population fears the 
plague regulations, the removal to the hospital, the 
ice @1), 28rd Compulsory segregation, the destruction of property, 
“ and the restrictions on removals from a plague-stricken 
locality to one more healthy. No doubt, all these measures are well intentioned ; 
but it may not be altogether impossible to pay some heed to the susceptibilities 
of the people in the carrying out of some of these measures at least. As free 
egress out of the city and its suburbs is not permitted, it is also necessary that 
some arrangement should be made whereby the healthy can betake themselves 
to a place of safety when the plague invades their houses and their streets. 


21. The Bombay Plague oe has heen ey empowered to make 
people vacate houses and live in temporary sheds. 
ties We. — (15), 24th ‘Will the Committee see that good plots of land are laid 
out for temporary residences? The climate is good 
for living in open air and we are sure if the water and conservancy arrangements 
- are made and goo? plots selected, many people will prefer to stay out in the 
camps rather than take the risk of getting infected. Government also should 
see that its servants—the clerical department particularly—are given lodgings 
in Navapada near Thana and other places which are yet unoccupied, but which 
may be usefully occupied by such tenants. The experiment of the last year 
proved successful and we do not see why it should not be tried now. 


22. We hear that the Plague Committee has sanctioned the establishment 


of a plague hospital for the Khatri community near 
hoe Ge a oe Gifeceih rasWay Terminus. We are really 

surprised at the decision. It seems that when the 
application for turning the house into a hospital was first made, the local 
inhabitants, including the Honourable Mr, Chandavarkar and the Honourable 
Dr, Bhalchandra, protested against the proposal on the ground that the locality 
in which the hospital was going to be established was free from plague and it 
was not desirable to bring a constant source of infection in that spot. We are 
told the Surgeon-General came to see the building when the objections against 
turning the building into a hospital were mentioned to him. In the first place 
the building is not suited for a hospital at all. Itis in the midst of a cocoa- 
nut tree plantation into which the rays of the sun can penetrate. with great diffi- 
culty. To meet that objection the roof was opened in many places. But that 
is merely a makeshift which hardly meets another objection that the locality is 
not clean, and that on all sides but one it is surrounded by thickly tenanted 
houses. When the latter have been free from plague for such a long time, where 
is the necessity of bringing a plague hospital at their very doors? To this 
the answer is given that the Plague Committee wishes to encourage caste 
hospitals and that the hospitals do not spread the plague. It will beat once 
seen that the replies are not even plausible. Surely, in order to encourage caste 
hospitals it should not be necessary to locate them in thickly populated and 
hitherto healthy places, Secondly, if the hospitals, having a number of plague 
patients in them, are not infectious, how is it that a stray case in a well-ventilated 
place is considered infectious and the patient is removed to a hospital and the 
members of his family to a segregation camp? Hither a plague hospital is in- 
fectious or the policy of segregation is a mockery. In either case the action of 
the Plague Committee is arbitrary. We must candidly confess we see no justi- 
fication at all for this conduct of the Plague Committee, By all means let the 
Khatris of Bombay have a hospital; we are glad they have realised their posi- 
tion in this matter. And the Plague Committee should give them every faci- 
lity to found a hospital without endangering the lives of the rest of the public. 


23. The Gujardtt thinks that-the Bombay Plague Committee seem to 
concern themselves more with the removal of the plague 
Suggestions to the plague cases to hospitals as they occur than with adopting 
authorities, Bombay. : : : . : ~- | 7 
Gujarati (114), 23rd Jan. | Preventive measures which will stop plague cases from 
. oe occurring at all, The paper suggests that as the 
disease lurks primarily in the locality and not in the men who inhabit it, the 
proper course would be to vacate all infected dwellings and to provide temporary 
- huts for their occupants on healthy sites on the sea face and other open spaces 
in or — the city, charging reasonable rent, if necessary, for the huts so 
provided. | : 
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24. A correspondent, writing to the Jdm-e-Jamshed from the old Modi- 
khana, Bombay, states that though Sir James Campbell 
ais hardships of pas- held forth assurances that the medical officers would 
gers by coasting steamers L tosk the etal foal; © Hind he, 
on. account on the plague 0t hurt the religious feelings of Hindu passengers by 
measures. coasting steamers-by asking them to hold the ther- 
Jém-e-Jamshed (147), 28th mometer in their mouths with a view to ascertain their 
7m. temperature, the practice has not yet been given up, 
and that such passengers are put to much hardship when any members of their 
families are detained on account of slightly high temperature while other members 
are allowed to go on board. 


25. Itis a matter for satisfaction that the plague is decreasing in Poona, 
on es There are now on an average about ten cases a day. 
Makrdtta (7), 23rd Tan. he decrease is as steady as the increase was; and 

unless Bombay obliges us again, we might hope for 
a complete extinction of the disease by the end of the next month. Even now 
a stage has arrived at which prevention of a recrudescence ought to engross the 
attention of the local plague authorities more than any remedial measures to be. 
adopted in the city. On the first occasion we had the plague from Bombay, on 
the second we had it from the district by importation. On both these occasions 
the authorities had neglected to take proper precautionary measures. The 
experience ought to make us wise on this the third occasion, and we appeal to 
the authorities to make quarantine at Poona as thorough as possible. Pre- 
cautionary measures to be effective must be adopted as near at home as possible, 
and the military cordon placed round Poona has therefore much to commend it. 
We thoroughly approve of the rules made in connection with it. We only suggest 
that the usual and unusual roads leading to Poona from Bombay should be watched. 
with special attention. All along we have to remember that now that people 
are sure to pour into Poona from all quarters, no care and vigilance can ever be 
too much. The practice of allowing quarantined people to go into the city in 
the day time and mix with people for all the twelve hours is really indefensible 
in principle, and, even at the cost of being a little severe and hard to people, we 
shall have to discontinue it even to the extent to which it may be in operation. 
We have no doubt that the present plague authorities, who have done so. much 
to save Poona, will give to this all-important question the attention it deserves: 
We are proud to say that Colonel Creagh and Surgeon-Major Reade have exer- 
cised their powers in a manner most creditable to them. They have shown what 
sympathy and co-operation with the Natives can achieve even in such a delicate 
and unpleasant business as the administration of plague rules. 


26. A correspondent of the Dnaydn Prakdsh refers to the suggestion of 
Surgeon-Colonel Creagh that Native volunteers should 

oe nydn Prakish (42), 27th tai, up the work at present entrusted to the soldiers 
to save the cost of the latter agency tothe city, and 
observes that the volunteers, after the unmerited- abuse and discourteous 
treatment they received during the last epidemic from the Governor downwards, 
would hardly like to come forward on the present occasion, and that the better 


course, therefore, would be to entrust the house inspection work to selected — 


Government servants as in the Ahmednagar District. 


27. The Shri Saydjt Vijaya, on the other hand, heartily approves of the 


a: wethcssee: 57 suggestion to substitute Native volunteers for Euro- 
oe Vyaya (124), ean soldiers to carry on the work of house to house 
visitation, and me that if the authorities will but 

put confidence in the Natives, the latter w: do any work that might be en- 


trusted to them with zeal and will even sacrifice their lives in its proper 


performance. — 


28. The Desht Mitra requests the plague authorities at Surat, in view of 

| : the decline in the epidemic in that city, to reduée the 
Request to the plague medical and other special staff employed in suppress- 
authorities at Surat. ing the plague, so as to avoid unnecessary expen- 


Jan, | 


ts thatit would be a hardship upon the citizens, 


Deshi Mitra (139), 27th | diture.to the local municipality. The paper also . 


whose houses have been once whitewashed and disinfected during the prevalence 
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of the plague, to ask them to again whitewash and disinfect them before 
reoceupation, though no plague cases might have occurred in them after the 


first disinfection. 


29. The Native Opinion writes that several complaints have reached its 


Alleged grievance of rail- 
way passengers detained in 
the observation camp at 
Kalyan. 

Native Opinion (18), 23rd 
Jan. 


ears that through tickets are issued to railway passen- 
gers desirous of going from Bombay beyond Kaly4n, 
that on their arrival at Kalydn these tickets are 
forcibly taken away from them by the railway autho- 
rities, and that on the expiration of the period of 
quarantine the poor and ignorant passengers are 
obliged to purchase fresh tickets for the rest of the 


journey. The paper thinks this to be an evident injustice to the unfortunate 
passengers, and suggests that either no.tickets beyond Kalyd4n should be issued 
at Bombay at all or that the passengers should be allowed to complete their 
journey with the same tickets after the expiration of the period of quarantine. 


30. 


Remarks in connection 
with the observation camp at 
A’'nand. 


Deshabhakta (118), 20th 


Jan. ; Ahmedabad Times (126), 
23rd Jan, 


A correspondent of the Deshabhakta calls attention to the extremely 


crowded condition of the detention camp at A’nand 
and dwells on certain alleged inconveniences in the 
matter of food and water-supply experienced by the 
persons detained therein. The Ahmedabad Times 
refers to the above complaints of the passengers and 
says that: they are inevitable in such an overcrowded 
camp, and that the best solution of the difficulty would 


be to find means to lessen the number of the détenus. 


31. The Gujardti, 


Gujaratt (114), 28rd Jan. ; 
Deshabhakta (113), 27th Jan. 


in writing on the same subject, observes that the un- 
usual exodus from Bombay on account of the increase 
in the plague would tax the resources of the authorities 
in charge of the detention camp at A’nand to the ut- 


most, and that the best way out of the difficulty would be to detain persons 
going from Bombay at their destinations and not at a central camp as at A’nand, 


as such a camp tends to become unmanageable with the increase in the number of 


out-going passengers from Bombay. [The Deshabhakta says that it would be 
better to close the detention camp at A’nand altogether in view of the alleged 
inefficiency of the measure of detention, and to trust to simple medical examina- 


tion for the prevention of the spread of the plague. | 


o2. 


Observation camp at Anand 
and praise of Mr. Bomanji 
Edalji Modi’s work in con- 
nection with it. 

Kathiadwadr News (121), 
22nd Jan., Eng. cols. — 


We are glad to hear that since Mr. Bomanji Edalji Modi, District 


Deputy Collector, has been placed in charge of the 
observation camp at A’nand, the persons detained in the 
camp are very kindly treated and most of the complaints 
that were heard before are practically ceasing. This 
shows how essential it is that experienced and kind- 
hearted officers, who stand little on dignity, should be 
placed in charge of such camps. 


33. The Svadesh Bandhu also thinks that the quarantine arrangements 


Svadesh Bandhu (167), 


26th Jan. 


are as satisfactory as they could be under the cir- 
cumstances, and that no complaints whatever are 
heard from persons detained in the camp. 


34. The plague authorities here seem to have a peculiar way of their 


Request -to the plague 
authorities at Karachi to 


publish their regulations for 
public information. 
Phenix (8), 26th Jan. 


own of doing things, and sometimes their manners 
are as inscrutable as the dispensations of Providence. 
There have been lately many important alterations 
made in the quarantine regulations, but with the 
nature of these the public, whom they so vitally. 
concern, have not been made acquainted. Such hole 


and corner methods are highly to be deprecated, for it is only when the fullest 
publicity has been given to these rules that we can expect to enlist on their 
behalf the sympathy and co-operation of the public. The Committee, we are 
sure, have no cause to shun the light of day. Why then this attempt to make” 


the world grope its way in the dark? Itis not surely by taking 


passengers - 


from other parts unawares that we can best promote the interests of sanitation. 
If they know what fate awaits them on landing, they may not come over at all 


con 1813—5 


16 


and thus be saved a good deal of worry and inconvenience and save the Com- 
mittee at the same time no end of bother and trouble. We hope the Committee — 
would regard things in their true light and fully take the public into their 
confidence 1 in the matter. — 


35. A correspondent of the Dnydn Prakdsh regrets that most of the Native 
newspapers go in-politics to the exclusion of every other 

Open letter to Maratha gubject such as social reform, literary contributions, 
Dayin Prob ish (42), 27th &c., and says that one desirable effect of the Honour. 
Jan. . : able Mr. Chalmers’ proposed amendment in the 
law of sedition would be to put a stop to this exclu- 

sively political - character of the vernacular newspapers, which, finding the 
game of inditing rabid articles on political subjects too dangerous for safe 
existence, will. naturally turn to other branches of their profession which yet 
await cultivation. He further advises the conductors of journals not to waste — 
their energies in indulging in personal and seditious criticism, but to discuss 


topics likely to lead to the elevation of their countrymen. 


36. While writing on the prophecy about coming disasters like earth- 
quakes, destruction of men, &c., on the 8th day of the 
False prophecies and the Hindu month of Magh (29th January 1898) contained 
meee ene publishingthem. in the handbill alleged to have been dropped in the 
ombay Samachar (133), 
28th Jan. temple of Vishveshvar at Benares from the clouds and 
published by a number of newspapers last year, the 
Bombay Samdchdr regrets that the prediction should. have needlessly caused a 
great panic and perturbation among the ignorant folks, and expresses a wish 
that educated persons should do all in their power, by speech and writing, to 
disabuse the minds‘of the ignorant public of the causeless fear occasioned by such 
absurd and unfounded prophecies, and that it would be a very desirable thing 
if steps were taken to bring their publishers to book. 


37. The riot at Chaklasi in the Kaira District, though a very silly affair, is 
very significant. <A fanatic telling the ignorant vil- 
Remarks on the recent lagers that the British rule in India was at an end and 
ae ree in the Kaira they being so credulous as to put faith in the state- 
Mahratta (7), 99.4 Jah. ment is a circumstance which is pregnant with very 
serious meaning. It is true that the riot was nowhere 
at the first puff of the powder, also that swift retribution having fallen on the 
mad. bawa the villagers at Chaklasi are sure to realise the stern fact that British 
rule is not at an end. But the riot unmistakably betrays the secret that 
British rule has no hold on the minds of the masses. They have a liking, no 
doubt, for British rule, but it seems that they have got very low ideas of its 
capabilities to cope with extraordinary circumstances. We are confident that 
the British rule is not so brittle as to be smashed by the antics of a mad bawa. 
What we, however, urge is that even these superstitious fears of the people 
have their own lessons, and our rulers will do well to learn them. 


38. A correspondent writes :—The severe displeasure shown from official 
PEM Tt acy ae, quarters towards some of the unfortunate Indians for 
Govaminent towards its sex. ‘he practical sympathy shown by them towards the 
vants who show ‘practical Victims of the present reactionary policy of Govern- 
sympathy with those who ment seems to have ruffled the equanimity of some of 
~ prosecuted for serious your contemporaries. They think that such an atti- 
. Champs tude of officialdom is a piece of unwarranted and 
pion (2), 23rd Te od, 
unwarrantable exercise of official power and position. 
Ido not pretend to sit in judgment, especially where infallible officialdom is 
involved. I am concerned only with showing that the line of action adopted 
towards these ‘unfortunate Indians is not without precedent. Just after the trial 
of eatin Rao of Baroda in 1675, a Native pleader practising at Rajkot con- 
ceived in‘an evil hour the idea of being: actively concerned in forwarding, as 
sentative of a Native Association, an ‘address of congratulation to secant 
‘Gs ne of the En; nglish Bar, for the legal’ and forensic ability with which 
kwad Led defended. No sooner was this fact’announced than the 
er was suspended from 


unfo is Boi ractice by way of penalty. The 
order yt ain ne wae famed by ‘by m7 then olitioal Agent, Mr. (now Sir) James 


. 
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Peile, who has carried with him in retirement the traditions of an out-and-out 
Anglo-Indian autocrat. Though the fagts of this old incident are not quite 
on all fours with those to which I refer, the principle underlying them is the 
game, viz., no one in this country should make common cause, or show any 
sympathy, active or passive, with men and movements, however honourable and 


laudable, if they happen to stink in the nostrils of the officials from the highest 
functionary of the Crown downwards. 


39. The Madhu Makshika. praises Major Minchin, Cantonment Magis- 
trate, Mr. Boyd, First Assistant Collector, Mr. Talbot, 
| cers Divisional Forest Officer, and Réo Saheb Kamalapur, 

at Belgaum for their charities Assistant to the Commissioner, 8. D., all of Belgaum, 

to the poor of that place. bs phvine 1] t d destitut ai 
Madhu Makshika (61), ? siving small sums to poor an es ute persons 
24th Jan. in the city to buy food and clothing with. The paper 
says that all these gentlemen deserve the thanks of 

the country for their timely beneficent aid to those in distress. 


Praise of certain officers 


40. The Native Opinion comments as follows on the recent shooting 
incident near Poona :—As usual there are two versions 
Comments on the alleged of this incident. One of them reaches us from a dis- 
aoe gen "tLe, 23nd interested quarter and the other is the one given by the 
Jan t~<CSti<CS::té‘<CS*~t:*S«SSOier's engage im. thee fray. Both the versions 
: eo agree in alleging that the loaded gun went off of itself 
and killed one of the Natives. All the three Natives who were parties to the 
affray are said to have received injuries. One of them has left this world for 
good, while the nature of the injuries of the other two is not yet definitely 
known. The soldiers are on their trial before the City Magistrate of Poona and 
the case will most probably be decided as such cases usually are. Such incidents 
are of frequent occurrence in Bengal and the North-West Provinces, but 
our presidency was so far fortunately free fromthem. The Government may not 
think much of these accidental discharges of guns, but we humbly beg to assure 
them that every instance of this kind in which a Native loses his life and due 
justice is not done, creates far more disloyalty in the land than the writings in 
the newspapers, The disloyalty created by newspapers is generally of a passive 
kind and lasts in the minds of the readers but for a very short time. The rural 
population, which does not read newspapers, is not likely to be affected by any 
sedition that might be preached in the press, but, in our opinion, nothing is more 
calculated to inspire the ignorant rustics with dangerous sentiments than the 
accidental discharges of soldiers’ guns. 


41. In Sind, Hospital Assistants are very frequently called away from 
Tanna ty are their dispensaries in order to make post mortem 
tie pelle te Gin Maceiiad examinations. For this reason dispensaries remain 
Assistants in Sind being fre- Closed for days together and the people are subjected 
quently called away from to considerable inconvenience. It is desirable that, 


their dispensaries for post except in cases in which dead bodies cannot be sent 
mortem examination. 


to the dispensaries, the doctors should not be called awa 
K. vr h 6 9 I * * e ? * 
re ere ae oe from their dispensaries. We hope that the noo 
ties will see to this. 


42. The Deshakalavartamdn refers to a certain murder case recent] 


ea - tried before the Sessions Court at Dhulia, in which 
ab Dhalin cad ah Sadieies the Judge found all the evidence adduced by the 
against the police officer prosecution to be false and got up by the police by 
engaged in investigating it. means of threats and torture. The paper says that 
me te yu lavartamdn (38), the police had done their best to extort confessions 
cia R dg _ from the accused persons and to support these by 
tutored witnesses, but that the Judge saw through the trick and acquitted the 
accused. It then.goes on to make adverse comments on the unlawful artifices 
employed by the police generally in getting up criminal cases and their alleged 
habitual resort to torture and persecution for securing evidence. It concludes by 
saying that these despicable and dishonest .tricks sometimes recoil ‘on “their 
authors, and that:there is some chance of the police officers concerned.in the 
above case being placed on their trial for. getting up a false case. 
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and. thus be saved a good deal of worry and inconvenience and save the Com- 

mittee at the same time no end of bother and trouble. We hope the Committee 
would tegard things in their true light and fully take the public into their 
confidence i in the matter. 


85. _ A correspondent of the Dnydn Prakdsh regrets that most of the Native 
newspapers go in-politics to the exclusion of every other 

Open letter to Maratha gubject such as social reform, literary contributions, 
water p Lish (42). 274 S8C+» and says that one desirable effect of the Honour. 
—. (%), 2748 able Mr. Chalmers’ proposed amendment in the 
law of sedition would be to put a stop to this exclu- 

sively political- character of the vernacular newspapers, which, finding the 
game of inditing rabid articles on political subjects too dangerous for safe 
existence, will. naturally turn to other branches of their profession which yet 


await cultivation. He further advises the conductors of journals not to waste » 


their enereere in indulging in personal and seditious criticism, but to discuss 
topics likely to lead to the elevation of their countrymen. 


36. While writing on the prophecy about coming disasters like earth- 
quakes, destruction of men, &c., on the 8th day of the 

False prophecies and the Hindu month of Magh (29th January 1898) contained 
berm — A ae con in the handbill alleged to have been dropped in the 
28th Jan. eo temple of Vishveshvar at Benares from the clouds and 
published by a number of newspapers last year, the 

Bombay Samdchdr regrets that the prediction should. have needlessly caused a 
great panic and perturbation among the ignorant folks, and expresses a wish 
that educated persons should do all in their power, by speech and writing, to 
disabuse the minds’ of the ignorant public of the causeless fear occasioned by such 
absurd and unfounded prophecies, and that it would be a very desirable thing 


if steps were taken to bring their publishers to book. 


87. The riot at Chaklasi in the Kaira District, though a very silly affair, is 
very significant. <A fanatic telling the ignorant vil- 
Remarks on the recent lagers that the British rule in India was at an end and 
mre © noree i. tee mae they being so credulous as to put faith in the state- 
istrict, 
Mahrdtta (7), 28rd Jan. ment is a circumstance which is pregnant with very 
: serious meaning. It is true that the riot was nowhere 
at the first puff of the powder, also that swift retribution having fallen on the 
mad. bawa the villagers at Chaklasi are sure to realise the stern fact that British 
rule is not at an end. But the riot unmistakably betrays the secret that 
British rule has no hold on the minds of the masses. They have a liking, no 
doubt, for British rule, but it seems that they have got very low ideas of its 
capabilities to cope with extraordinary circumstances. We are confident that 
the British rule is not so brittle as to be smashed by the antics of a mad bawa. 
What we, however, urge is that even these superstitious fears of the people 
have their own lessons, and our rulers will do well to learn them. 


38. A correspondent writes :—The severe displeasure shown from official 
gusihisde “GF Nile Head quarters towards some of the unfortunate Indians for 
Government towards its seo. ‘he practical sympathy shown by them towards the 
vants who show ‘practical Victims of the present reactionary policy of Govern- 
sympathy with those who ment seems to have ruffled the equanimity of some of 
are prosecuted for serious your contemporaries. They think that such an atti- 
Wj tude of officialdom is a piece of unwarranted and 
pion (2); 23rd Jan. 
unwarrantable exercise of official power and position. 
Ido not pretend to sit. in’ judgment, especially where infallible officialdom is 
involved. I am concerned only with showing that the line of action adopted 
towards these unfortunate Indians is not without precedent. Just after the trial 
of Maihar Rao of Baroda ‘in 1675, a Native pleader practising at R&jkot con- 
ceived in ‘an evil hour the idea of being actively concerned in forwarding, as 
we of a Native Association, an ‘address of congratulation to Sergeant 


el “eye No sooner’ v va me 13 
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Peile, who has carried with him in retirement the traditions of an out-and-out 
Anglo-Indian autocrat. Though the fagts of this old incident are not quite 
on all fours with those to which I refer, the principle underlying them is the 
game, viz., no one in this country should make common cause, or show any 
sympathy, active or passive, with men and movements, however honourable and 


laudable, if they happen to stink in the nostrils of the officials from the highest 
functionary of the Crown downwards. | | 


39, The Madhu Makshika. praises Major Minchin, Cantonment Magis- 
trate, Mr. Boyd, First Assistant Collector, Mr. Talbot, 
| cers Divisional Forest Officer, and R4o Saheb Kamalapur, 
at Belgaum for their charities Assistant to the Commissioner, 8. D., all of Belgaum, 

to the poor of that place. f ae 1 dest} 5D 
Madhu Makshika’ (61), 10°F giving small sums to poor and destitute persons 
24th Jan. in the city to buy food and clothing with. The paper 
says that all these gentlemen deserve the thanks of 

the country for their timely beneficent aid to those in distress. 


Praise of certain officers 


40. The Native Opinion comments as follows on the recent shooting 
incident near Poona :—<As usual there are two versions 
Comments on the alleged of this incident. One of them reaches us from a dis- 
eo yews mre), aed interested quarter and the other is the one given by the 
ange oe i oe engaged in the affray. Both the versions 
agree in alleging that the loaded gun went off of itself 
and killed one of the Natives. All the three Natives who were parties to the 
affray are said to have received injuries. One of them has left this world for 
good, while the nature of the injuries of the other two is not yet definitely 
‘known. The soldiers are on their trial before the City Magistrate of Poona and 
the case will most probably be decided assuch cases usually are. Such incidents 
are of frequent occurrence in Bengal and the North-West Provinces, but 
our presidency was so far fortunately free fromthem. The Government may not 
think much of these accidental discharges of guns, but we humbly beg to assure 
them that every instance of this kind in which a Native loses his life and due 
justice is not done, creates far more disloyalty in the land than the writings in 
the newspapers. The disloyalty created by newspapers is generally of a passive 
kind and lasts in the minds of the readers but for a very short time. The rural 
population, which does not read newspapers, is not likely to be affected by any 
sedition that might be preached in the press, but, in our opinion, nothing is more 
calculated to inspire the ignorant rustics with dangerous sentiments than the 
accidental discharges of soldiers’ guns. | 


- 


41. In Sind, Hospital Assistants are very frequently called away from 
their dispensaries in order to make post mortem 
the public by the Hosvital ©X#Minations. For this reason dispensaries remain 
yd carl ind Mb yg 3 closed for days together and the people are subjected 
quently called away from to considerable inconvenience. It is desirable that, 


Inconvenience caused to 


their dispensaries for post except in cases in which dead bodies cannot be sent 
mortem examination. 


Khairkhah (206), lst Jan. to the dispensaries, the doctors should not be called away 


from their dispensaries. We hope that the authori- 
ties will see to this. 


42. The Deshakaclavartamdu refers to a certain murder case recentl 


Pee ee tried before the Sessions Court at Dhulia, in which 
sh Dicla snd allecsiees 0 Judge found all the evidence adduced by the 
against the police officer prosecution to be false and got up by the police by 
engaged in investigating it, means of threats and torture. The paper says that 
- — lavartamdn (38), the police had done their best to extort confessions 
Sree oe _ from the accused persons and to support these by 
tutored witnesses, but that the Judge saw through the trick and acquitted the 
accused. It then.goes on to make adverse comments on the unlawful artifices 
employed by the police generally in getting up criminal cases and their alleged 
habitual resort to torture and persecution for securing evidence. It concludes by 
saying that these despicable and dishonest .tricks sometimes ‘recoil \ion' “their 
authors, and that there is some chance of the police officers concerned in the 
above case being placed on their trial for.getting up a false case. 
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Legislation. 


43. Slowly but surely the impolicy of introducing the new Sedition Law 
_ Bill of Mr. Chalmers is being convincingly exposed. 
The proposed sedition law The entire Native press was from the first dead against 
and pnblic opinion: «. orp, this retrograde and repressive measure. It saw at a 
Sin: Eng. pong to), glance the almost absolute power which Government 
intended delegating to themselves and the possibility, 
nay, certainty, of its being made, as a local contemporary puts it, “an. engine 
for vexation and possible igustice.” It was feared, however, that the una- 
nimous cry even of the entire Native press would be, after all, a cry in the 
wilderness. It is reassuring, therefore, to see that some of the most prominent 
Anglo-Indian journals and public bodies have raised their powerful voice 
against the objectionable revolution which the Government of India proposed 
to make in the existing law, both substantive and adjective, of sedition. ‘“ Why 
not leave it alone?” is the universal and pertinent question. ‘The Chamber of 
_ Commerce and the European and Anglo-Indian Defence Association of Calcutta 
have now joined the army of the opponents of the new Government policy. 
The Anglo-Indian critics have now begun to think that the changes are un- 
necessary, that they “ would unduly curtail the freedom of the press’ and that. 
they would bring ‘much legitimate criticism within the section.’’ For a 
wonder even our esteemed local contemporary, the Zimes of India, thinks 
that the practical working of the Bill would encourage tale-bearing and create 
a new class of spies on their own account. We think as it is we have more than 
enough of tale-bearers and spies about us. The police in this respect are a 
host in themselves, and with this new weapon which Government propose to 
put in their hands, every policeman in the country will become.an eaves-dropper, 
eager to pick up or invent any scrap of information that may be turned to 
account for the undoing of any man whom he may think it possible to bring 
into disfavour with the authorities. Nay, it even appears that Government 
wish it to beso; for, as the Zimes of India remarks, there is in this Bill “too 
much of the spirit of the police des moeurs.”’ This is emulating the spirit of 
the law that obtains under absolute autocrats like the Emperor of Germany or 
the Czar of Russia. And surely the people of India have a right to expect 
that the enlightened British Government will see that their administration of 
this country will not be felt by its people to be a veritable reign of terror. 
It will be anything but straightforward and will also be positively suicidal to 
the interests of the British Empire. This is strong language, but the gravity 
of the occasion demands it; and heartily echoed as itis by the most influential 
portion of the Anglo-Indian press and community, we hope it will have some 
effect in opening the eyes of the Government of India in time and saving them, 
in spite of themselves, from a serious political blunder. We only hope 
Government will not hurry the Bill in indecent haste through the present 
sessions of the Council, but give time to the various public bodies and associa- 
tions in this vast continent to send in their representations on the subject. 


44, There is one general feature of the proposed amendments of the 
) Indian Penal Code, and that is their extreme strin- 
‘Remarks on the proposed gency. The scope of Sections 124A and 505 has been 
oo in the law of oxtended to a dangerous extent. The bare com- 
Gujarati (114), 28rd Jan., Munication of a grievance, for example, to the proper 
Eng. cols, authority, if it becomes known to any community or 
ener _ section of a community and is likely to rouse its ill- 
will, might become criminal under the sections as they stand. Despite the 
Honourable Mr. Chalmers’ attempt to improve upon the workmanship of a master- 
hand like Sir James Stephen, the amendment in its present shape is extremely 
ambiguous. The second explanation is inadequate and vague, and is no improve- 
ment at all upon the existing explanation. The law now proposed is neither 
English law nor the law laid down by the Indian High Courts, and any 
declaration to the contrary is absolutely unfair, inaccurate and misleading. 
45. Our Anglo-Indian friends must not forget that ‘sedition’ in the 
Onniaet future will not mean a desire to overturn the Govern- 
ampion (2), 23rd Jan. ent by force, but it will mean criticising the mea- 


sures of the Government in such a manner as may cause ill-will. Under that 
circumstance, and. Mr. Ohalmers says the law shall not remain a dead letter, we 
tremble for the safety even of the Englishman and Capital. As for ourselves, 
we know what we shall do. We shall goin for unlimited praise of everything 
that the authorities do. We shall lay it on thick too. This is the sort of thing 
we shall write: “The policy which has resulted in the present frontier war—no, 
not war,—military ae 9g Wich conceived in the mind of the greatest English 
statesman that ever lived, the immortal Beaconsfield, and although many men 
have lost their lives—a soldier should gladly lose his life for his country,—and 
much money has been spent—Indians can easily afford the money, for in this 
country they need little food and less clothing—the result will be that Russia 
can never invade India.’’ These sentences are. somewhat mixed and disjointed, 
but our readers must pardon us, as we are not used to that style of writing ; later 
on it will come more readily from our pen, But let us resume in our new style: 
The Government are quite capable of carrying on the administration of this 
country without the advice of the people, and it is preposterous that educated 
Indians should offer advice. Do children counsel their fathers and their 
mothers, and is not the Government our mabap ? Let us, therefore,. cease 
from urging such silly claims, and let us attend to matters that we understand — 
paying taxes, and salaming whenever the Viceroy’s name is uttered.’”’ There, 
we think that will do; perhaps the remark about ‘ payiny taxes’ should be 
modified, but, taken with the context, we do not believe any Magistrate will 
think it necessary to bind us over to keep the peace. If he does, then we must 
give up the task of writing ‘ loyally,’ for we cannot do better than we have here 
done, [The Indu Prakdsh also says that it will have to adopt the same style in 
case the new Post Office Bill is passed. | 


46. It is a trite fact that England is recognised for her love of liberty, 
Deshathakta (118), 20th and John Bull is sure to condemn him who may 
Jan,, Eng. cols. OP )s ‘be found trying to deprive any section of human beings 
of their just liberty. But the new Section 124A will 
completely deprive us of our liberty of expressing our just convictions. The 
press takes alarm and protests with allits might against the proposal, and 
unless we think our press is mad we cannot but be convinced that if the Bill 
is made a law it willbea very dangerous law. The only check imaginable 
to the oppression naturally resulting from a combination of executive and judicial 
powers is a free public press ; but when an executive officer having the powers of 
a Magistrate is authorised to set right a newspaper editor, a reign of terror is 
sure to be created. The press has protested against this Bill with all its might, 
and now it remains with the public at large to come forward and declare that 
the Honourable Mr. Chalmers’ proposed amendment is not conducive to their 
protection and. welfare. 


47. Indeed our Government has been thoroughly roused ; it smells sedition | 
udu Boabiich (15). tim everywhere and strains every nerve to kill it. We 
ig es (15), are not sure that it is not taking more care to stamp 
See out sedition than it takes to stamp out the plague. We 
think it would not be a bad idea to advertise for a prophylactic against sedition. 
It will then be easy to inoculate people with the new dose that will make the 
inhabitants of India disloyalty-proof. Mr.-Chalmers had better turn out a 
bacteriological chemist than an Imperial legislator. But to come to the Post 
Office Bill. What is the new remedy adopted by Government to stamp out sedi- 
tion? It is simply this. There is a section that no person shall send seditious 
articles through the post office. If they are sent, and if a duly authorised postal 
servant finds them, he can at once destroy them. ‘That is a nice way of doing 
away with articles which may be considered obnoxious. This is simply a delightful 
method. It creates no. censor : the post office servant undertakes this function. 
But this is not considered sufficient. A duly authorised postal servant can inter- 
cept or detain any postal article and deliver it to the Government to be disposed 
of in such manner‘as they think fit. A clever forger can write a compromising 
letter seemingly written by a person suspegted by the Government; the letter 
is intercepted on the strength of informatim, received ; some further evidence of 
similar nature-:is collected, and there i8:very little difficulty in deporting a 
man under the circumstances. Of course in times of emergency the Govern- 
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ment should exercise arbitrary powers of an unlimited nature. All the same it 
is dangerous to legislate for such powers especially under ordinary circum- 
stances. Very little sedition can be detected through the post office; and if 
people are bent upon spreading disaffection they can do so without resorting to 
the post office. But the creating of arbitrary powers may often lead to abuses; 
and the Government, especially a foreign Government, must guard itself against 
such dangers, It is for this reason that we object to the new powers intended 
to be given to postal authorities. We hope Government will drop these amend- 
ments. | 


48. The Akhbdr-e-Soddgar, while expressing its disapproval of the pro- 
slat Mette Ce posed amendment of Section 124A of the Indian 
aa: (129), Penal Code, says that though the amendment has been 
: , | protested against by public bodies and almost the 
whole of the Indian press, Native and Anglo-Indian, there are no indica- 
tions of the Supreme Legislative Council withdrawing their proposal, and that 
therefore it is much better that Government should save the expenditure of so 
much public money by abolishing the Legislative Councils and issuing all laws 
they psd be pleased to enact in the form of orders promulgated in the Govern- 
ment Gazette. ve 


49. It is but natural that at a time when the minds of the people of India 
hich Veal (19). teea Ot afflicted with the miseries of famine and plague, 
oh aaa (72), 22nd they should forget to enter a protest against the pro- 
| posed amendment in the law of sedition which 
threatens to deprive: them of the freedom of speech and writing. But’ then the 
newspapers and public associations should not hesitate to strongly ‘protest in 
time against the new measure. There is no reason why Government should 
pass the new law, for Section 124A is quite sufficient to check sedition. It is 
certainly derogatory tothe glory of the British Government that it should 
deprive the press of its liberty and close the only channel of gaining true in- 
formation regarding the grievances of the people and the misdoings of Govy- 
ernment officers. Government should at least allow more time to the people to 
formulate and submit their opinions on the measure. 


50. The famine that is just over hae beougn one ingrained characteristic of 
the natives 0 ia into pleasing prominence and that 
; eee Ohakshu (13),26th  §. their patience in enduring even the worst miseries of 
| a severe famine. There were a few attempts made here 
and there at looting the grain markets at the commencement of the famine, 
but they were the outcome of sheer despair. Since then the conduct of the 
famine-stricken was uniformly mild and peaceful. Even the Government of 
India has gratefully recognised this fact in its Famine Resolution, In other 
countries such misfortunes as plague and famine would have led to many 
lawless excesses on the part of the populace, but in India the people are 
known for their mild, peaceful and law-abiding character. They love the Gov- 
ernment and its laws from their hearts. We therefore regret to find the Gov- 
ernment suspect them of entertaining seditious thoughts and seeking to enact 
fresh laws for grappling with this fancied evil. We trust the Government wil 
pass no measure in haste and exercise due foresight in whatever it does, : 


Education. 


51. The Senate of the Bombay University will be asked this evening to 


recognise a new College for the study of law. That 


- Approval of the proposed there is room for such a College goes without saying, 
mn sy og anew Law The number of students going in for law-is not less 
| Indu Prakésh / (15), 27th than four hundred every year ; and though there is 
Jan., Eng. cols. already a Government Law College, it is admitted on 
z all hands that the College does not meet sufficiently 
the requirements of all students. Indeed, that must be the case when the Pro- 
fessorial staff consists of three Professors and each of them does not give more 
than two hours a week. Moreover, it should be recognised as the most sacred 
duty of the Bombay University, no less than that of the Government, to encour- 


age indigenous talent and private enterprise, more particularly the play of 


indigenous talent in educational enterprises. Thus gy at the question from 
‘a general point of view there is nothing objectionable in having a new institu- 
tion for the study of law in Bombay. We have now to consider the question 
from a practical-point of view, namely, whether the Board of Management and 
the Picletaorial staff are such as will guarantee able and efficient instruction to 
the students. On this point we have not the least hesitation in coming toa 
favourable conclusion regarding the constitution of the College. = | 
52, The decision of Government, refusing to confirm the resolution of the 
| Senate excusing students who might have obtained a- 
Bombay Government and prescribed number of marks in certain papers from 
ie Nisieas aid), 2 Sed Jan, 2e-2Ppearing for examination in those subjects, has at 
Sie. dele, s ” last seen the light of day, The matter wasa simple 
one, and it is, indeed, extraordinary that Government 
should have taken so much time to arrive at their decision. It is based on two 
or three grounds, none of which is, in our judgment, sufficiently strong to justify 
the rejection of a resolution of the Senate which was adopted after protracted 
discussion both in and outside the University. This is, perhaps, the first occasion 
when Government have rejected the clearly evinced and almost unanimous 
opinion of the Senate. We are sorry that any such conflict should have taken 
place between the two bodies. The alternative proposal now made by Govern- 
ment permitting candidates to pass by groups of subjects is not objectionable, 
_ because the resolution of the Senate would have virtually led to the same result, 
and was also meant to be availed of in a similar way, though, so far as its wording 
went, it might be logically open to the exception taken in Mr. Atkins’ letter. 
53. Mr. Giles, the new Director of Public Instruction, was recently in our 
eos midst, and during his three or four days’ stay at 
Visit of the Director of Dhdrwar he inspected most of the educational institu- 
: ig a 2 tions in the town and made himself acquainted with 
Karnétak Patra (173), 10th their working and progress. But there is one thing 
Jan. a In connection with his visit which caused us pain. 
| Mr. Giles seems to smell sedition everywhere. after 
the fashion of some Anglo-Indian officers on Bombay side. He more than once 
expressed his opinion that the people of Poona, Satdra and Ahmednagar busied. 
themselves considerably with politics. In his conversation with the manager 
of the Victoria School he enquired whéther he did not teach Prof. Bhanu’s 
History in his school. In one of the schools, Mr. Giles is said to have asked a 
little boy whether he would like to have king Shivaji. He also observed that 
the Victoria School was started with the object of supplanting the Government 
Hizh School and that it was doing alot of mischief to the. town. Let the 
people of Dharwa4r as well as the promoters of the Victoria School calmly reflect 
over this observation of the Director and let there be a friendly understanding 
established between the two institutions by which the Victoria School should 
dispense with its higher standards and be content to serve asa feeder to the 
Government High School. 


Railways. 


. _ 64. The Dinmané refers to a case of outrage 
Request to Government in upon a female passenger by a railway employé in the 


connection with cases of out- : as : 
na, deni ts eallees Madras Presidency, and says that Government should 


tratna. use all means in their power to prevent such outrages 
Dinmané (140), 25th Jan, in future, as, if the women are thus freely insulted, it 
. e is a sure sign of the decline of the ruling power. - 


e 65. There being no musafarkhana (waiting room) 
Want of a waiting room at at Rahuki on the Kotri-Rohri Railway line, the 


aS ower poten dicrnad passengers are subjected to considerable inconvenience 


consequent inconvenience to by being obliged to pass the whole night in a | Open 
passengers. space in the cold. We hope that the authorities will 
Khatrkhah (206), 8th Jan. be mercifully moved to take early steps to construct a 
musafarkhana at that station, 
56. The Kotri-Rohri Railway train starts from the Hyderabad Station 
Request to the Kotri-Rohri VeFY early in the morning. : This time is very incon- 
Railway authorities, venient to the passengers in winter. We therefore 
Sind Sudhar (208), 8th entreat the railway authorities to change the time so 
Jan. : as to remove the inconvenience to the public. 


- a5 - a ee + ise 
SAAT RE IO 


Municipalities, 
57, We note that in more than one ward, voters at the recent municipal 
i : _ elections were freely challenged on the ground of 
' Personationsallegedtohave their not being the persons they purported to be. As 
been practised at the recent it is the oitlchges seem to have "heen withdrawn 
eneral election of the Bom- iat RABE TUG oeeeen INI ae | ; 
ay Municipality. and nothing more will come out of the knowledge, 
Indian Spectator (4), 28rd Which everybody has, that personation in our 
Jan. | elections is but too rife. Itissaid that there are 
agents who make it a business to take contracts for 
personations at elections, and if the fact of personation being practised be 
true, there cannot be much moral doubt that some of the candidates for our 
Municipal Oouncillorships at least. connive at it. The writer himself—-not 
wholly an unknown personality—found once that though he went to the 
election booth at about 10 A.M. some one else had given-all his votes in his name 
to a candidate for whom he would never for his life have given a single vote. 
_He protested, his protest. was taken down, but as the votes tendered would not 
have affected the result of the elections, the authorities made no further enquiries 
and slept over an honest voter having been deprived by a rogue of the votes he 
had the right to give. 


Intelligence extracted from the Press. 


58. On the 16th January last a public meeting was held here to consider 
mee ee the advisability of protesting against the Honourable 
tikecate  akae a oetiti on Mr. Chalmers’ Bill. Mr. N. G. Karagudari, B,A., 
against the proposed amend- LL. B., an influential member of the local bar, presided. 
ment of the law of sedition. The following gentlemen were also present: Messrs. 
Réjahansa (174), 19th Jen., Katti, Athavale, Betdur, Vibhuti; Gadagkar, Maizarkar, 
ang: ool. ) Vajravelu Modliar, Desai, Guruji, Jathar, Phatak 
G. B., Rodda, Dr. Kirloskar and others. The meeting was well attended and the 
proceedings commenced at 6 P.M. Mr. Tirumal Venkatesh Rodda brought 
forward the first proposal about the advisability of protesting against the 
Honourable Mr, Chalmers’ amendments. He compared the existing law with 
the proposed one and showed how the change would stifle ail fair criticism of 
the measures of Government, as every criticism must now. pass through the 
ordeal of being adverse without causing any shade of ill-feeling or: contempt, 
He also dwelt on the mischief which will be the outcome of the addition to 
Section 108 of Act X of 1882, This proposal bejng seconded by Mr. Joshi, 
was carried unanimously. Mr. R. L. Gadagkar, Paeader, then read the draft of 
a memorial and proposed that it should be adopted. Messrs. Katti and Vibhuti 
having supported it, it was agreed to. Mr. Tirumalrao Rodda then proposed 
that the meeting should authorize the President to send the memorial under his 
signature to the Governor-General in Council, as the early date fixed for the report 
- of the Select Committee made it necessary to hasten matters: The proposal 
being seconded by Rdéo Saheb V. R. Katti was carried nem con. “A hearty vote 
of thanks to the chairman brought the proceedings of the evening to an end. 


59, A public meeting was held at Broach last Sunday to consider the 

- ; question of enhanced assessments under the revised 

BR deren Preset - a — land survey and to protest against them. It was 

question 0 ‘ : ; 

enhanced assessments under Yesolved to submit a memorial to Government in the 
the revised land survey. matter as well as to establish an Agricultural Associa- 
Dinmani (140), py Jan.; tion to watch the interests of therayats. [The Broach 
-teag Samachar (112), 27th Samachar also publishes a lengthy. report of the pro- 
$ ceedings of the meeting and remarks that big and 
small landholders from villages within a distance of 40 miles from Broach had 


specially gone to Broach to attend the meeting. |] 9 
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...| Navalgund 
.| Gadag 


Do. 


oa Hubli... 


Do. 


..| Dagalkot 


Do. 


.| Poona... 


-| Bombay 


a Ahmednagar .. 
.| Bombay 


Do, 
Do. 
Do, 


Do. 


Weekly ... 


Monthly ... 


a we 
Do. 


.| Fortni htl} 
ies Monthly. : 
| Weekly . 

i eee es 

., Weekly ... 


DO. i 


a Monthly ... 
| Weekly . 


Do. 


oe es 
...| Bi-weekly 
.| Monthly ... 


Do. see 


Fortnightly 
...| Bi-weekly 
.| Weekly ... 


Do. 


a Monthly .. 
ee Fortnight!y 
.| Weekly ... 


PO das 


Weekly 


Fortnightly 
.| Weekly ... 


| Weekly ... 


O-. atk 


Weekly ... 


Weekly ... 


...| Monthly ... 
.| Tri-monthly 
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Number of 
Edition, Copies issued. 


EE 


Names of Newspapers. | Place of Publication. 


ENGLISH, MAaRaA’THI AND GUJARATI. 
The Baroda Vatsal... ' ; Weekly ... 
EnauisH, Mara’tH!, GUJARA’TI 


AND KONKANI. 


The Garibdncha Kaivari (Amicus Pauperum)} Bombay Fortnightly 


MARA’2HI AND URDU. 


The Gulbarga Samachar _... Gulbarga... .| Weckly ... 


ANGLO-SINDI. 


The Lux... ue Hyderabad (Sind) Fortnightly 
» Frabhat ... Do. Weekly .., 


SINDI- 


‘The Khairkhah ... ..| Karachi | Weekly 
» Muin-ul-Isl4m .. Do. Do, 
» sind Sudh4r “a | Do. i 


ANGLO-PORTUGUESE. 


O Anglo-Lusitano 


PORTUGUESE-KONKANI. 


210 | The Luso-Concanim ... Bombay Seeterl 


Notes —A. The notices from the different Newspapers have been coliccted in the Report under different heads 
which are printed in italics. 

B. The names of Newspapers are printed in the margin of the Report in italics, and the number of the News- 
paper in the above list is printed in brackets after the name, 

C, The system of ang vecnnere words followed by the Reporter is the same as that adopted in the 
Official Spelling List of the Bembay Presidency. One peculiar feature of this system is that wnen the long (a Bf 
or @) is the last letter of a word, the accent is left out, and the short a(S{ =u in gun) is, to prevent confusion, 
never placed at the end of aword, This rule has been strictly followed, except that when the short a appears to be 
absolutely necessary to complete the pronunciation of a word, asin Arunodaya or the well-known Mitra, it is pr nted 
with a mark over it to indicate that it is short, thus—-d, 

D. The figures giving the circulation or number of copies published of each newspaper and periodical as 
furnished by the proprietor, are not guaranteed as accurate, and in some instances must be regarded with caution, 
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Politics and the Public Administration, | 


1. Her Majesty the Queen is reported to have expressed her intention,of 
Pesce ode Deine mes visiting in person the wounded of the present frontier 
BO ap “Her Maj ‘aly ““he War at Netley, and Princess Beatrice has already done 
Queen to the wounded of the the same by her mother’s gracious command before 
recent frontier war. the latter pays the intended visit, That the Sovereign 
Indian Spectator (4), 80th Tady should, even at this her advanced age and with 
- endless cares of the Empire weighing heavily upon 
her, think of seeing and comforting the wounded and disabled of her gallant 
army is not at all surprising. It is but one more example, coming over the 
countless others, that she has given during her long and brilliant reign, of the 
motherly affection and consideration she feels for her subjects, wherever they 
be and to whatever nationality they belong. We wish a similar mark of 
admiration and sympathy be shown to the wounded of the brave Indian section 
of the army employed in the present trying campaign by Her Majesty’s chief 
representatives in this country. It would be at once graceful and deserved 
recognition. 


2. We completely disapprove of the suggestion of Mr. Pritchard Morgan 

e .. to bring about an understanding between Great 

: Request to Great Britain Britain and Russia. Great Britain will not benefit, 
o place implicit confidence ; : : 

in her Indian subjects and to but will, on the contrary, suffer from an alliance with 

give them certain facilities. Russia and France. Instead of entering into any 

Mumbai Vaibhav (69), 4th gych alliance, we consider it advisable for Great Britain 

ee to place implicit.confidence in her Indian subjects, to 

allow them facilities to carry arms and to give them the right of enrolling as 
volunteers. We earnestly request British statesmen to adopt our suggestion, 


3. The Kesart quotes a few extracts from the speech delivered by 
; : Mr. Dadabhai Navroji at the Bloomsbury conference 
Alleged ‘subterfuges’ and of the Indians in London, refers to the words 
Pad ows | cas policy of «subterfuge ’ and ‘ hypocrisy ’ occurring in it, and says 
Kes ark t 54), Ist Feb. +‘ that they are not the words of Mr. Dadabhai himself, 
but of eminent English statesmen. The paper justifies 
the use of those words as applied to the policy of the British in India, by 
reference to the proposed changes in the Indian Penal Code, the Criminal 
Procedure Code, and the Indian Post Office Act. All these changes, observes 
the paper, are really intended to destroy the independence of speech and writing, 
‘but the Viceroy as well as the Honourable Mr. Chalmers profess outwardly that 
they wish to respect the liberty of the press to the utmost and condemn the 
Vernacular Press Act of Lord Lytton’'s regime as barbarous and retrogressive. 
Is it not hypocrisy, says the paper, to maintain that changes which are really 
far worse than the Gagging Act do not aim any blow at the liberty of the press 
-and freedom of speech ? | 


4. The Gujarati refers to the remark of Lord George Hamilton in his 

3 speech at Chiswick that it is undesirable that England 

. Lord ee Se 48 should contribute a portion of the cost of the frontier 
“Gujarat (11 1), 20th Jan. © War, and says that his career as Secretary of State for 
India has proved unpopular, that although he draws 

his salary from the Indian Treasury he sets the interests of England above those 
of India, and that the people of India heartily wish for the time when he will 


cease to be the Secretary of State for India. 


5, The Government of His Excellency Lord Elgin deserve great praise for 

the interest shown by them in administering relief to 

Government praised forthe the famine-stricken at a cost of 8 krors of rupees. 

steps taken by them in ‘Phig amount is much larger than any spent for a 
coping with famine. e | ° : ° ° 

Samsher Buhddur(161),28th Similar purpose on previous occasions, and, judging 

Jan. from the number of lives saved by the Government, 

| de it must be said that the amount was well spent. It 

4 however, a pity that Government is not equally successful in coping with the 

plague. | 
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6. Weare sorry to inform our readers that the intention of the Govern- 
ment of India in appointing the Famine Commission 

Alleged object of Govern. js not what we supposed. The Commission is ap- 
mar C appointing the pointed with a view to find means whereby the heavy 
\ Vartidavohe (98), SlstJan, ©Xpenditure incurred by the Government in combat- 
: ing famine might be reduced, and not to ascertain 

how far the people in the famine-stricken districts suffered distress or how 


many people died for want of food. 


7. The suggestions that may be offered with regard to the construction 
of the Famine Codes are not many. The few, however, 
Suggestions with regard that may be made are important. In the first place, 
| 7 - ‘ae aa rs the it may be pointed out that the Codes are somewhat 
administration. OVer-elaborate, Over-elaboration is a defect in the 
Mahrétta (7). 30th Jan. | sense that the inauguration of famine relief of any 
kind is made dependent upon the previous co-operation 
of many departments of executive service. But the theories and hobbies of each 
department take their own time before they allow any definite action to be 
taken. In this way generally the famine swoops upon the people long before 
the elaborate conditions of the Famine Codes are satisfied. What we want, 
therefore, is “some rules regarding the administration of relief in the earlier 
stages of famine when local relief is chiefly needed, and which can be efficiently 
administered by the local officers if they are vested with full powers in that 
behalf.” The second defect is that the famine relief is made the business of 
too many departments. “A Famine Commissioner, therefore, with a staff of 
subordinate officers in charge of relief works, conversant with the principles 
of famine relief, is a better organisation to administer relief than to have two or 
three officers from different departments to look to different details of such 
administration.” But the Codes do not make such a system compulsory, and, 
as a consequence, we find strange theories and principles regarding rations, 
task-work and other details in the management of relief works commenced 
under the Famine Codes. We want the co-operation of all the forces avail- 
able for the famine campaign, but it is necessary that they should be under 
the command of one head officer, animated by the same motives and objects, 
if the work is to be successfully carried out. Then, as famine is more or 
less due to the failure of crops, the crop inspection and estimates ought 
to be made preliminary to all relief measures, as upon a timely, though 
approximate, appreciation of the outturn of the harvests must depend the 
quality as well as the quantity of relief that will have to be given in con- 
sideration of famine distress. Then the rules as to the suspension and remission 
of revenue ought to be made more explicit and also more obligatory than they 
at present are. The saving of the lives of agricultural and milch cattle is an 
important item in famine administration ; but it does not seem to have received 
proper consideration at the hands of the framers of the Famine Codes. In 
Bombay the forests had to be thrown open for free grazing by a special resolu- 
tion, and as it was not compulsory under the Famine Codes, the measure was 
undertaken at a late date and consequently was not so very successful in its 
operation. The low scale of famine rations which is fixed in the Codes deserves 
more attention. Thesad experience of the famine of 1876 proved the inadequacy 
of the Temple ration ; the experience of the famine of 1896-97 ought also to 
prove the inadequacy of the ration that is allowed to famine labourers under 
the present scale. Under that scale a famine labourer of the D class gets less 
than a non-labouring prisoner, and a labourer of the A class does not get as 
mich as prisoners undergoing rigorous imprisonment in any jail. 


8. The Secretary of State for India, Lord George Hamilton, has refused 
MGs Shee oe Re to sanction the appointment of Mr. B. Iyengar, 
Phage ves there Briere for ond has appointed instead Mr. Arnold White, a name 
India to sanction the appoint- not much known to fame in the legal world. This 
ment of Mr. Bhashyam action on the part of His Lordship is not only quite 
y rt pu as Advocate-General gratuitous, but is in direct antagonism to the solemn 
oes “Bas 4ji Vijaya (20) promise contained in our Magna Charta and repeat- 
oth Jan., Eng, cols. ’ ed from time to time; besides, the appointment 
smacks of fanaticism. One is naturally disposed to 


ask, if the ‘pledges given by the Queen-Empress are not redeemed under such 


i 


conditions, what chance there is of their ever being fulfilled. The interference 
of the Secretary of State may, however, serve one good end. It may teach the 
Madras English bar that uncharitable sentiments regarding one’s neighbours do 
not fail sometimes to ruin oneself. The Barristers at; Madras objected to the 
appointment of Mr. B. Iyengar, because they wished some one among themselves 
to succeed. Their wish to deprive Mr. B. Iyengar of the post is therefore fulfilled, 
but that of securing it to one of themselves is at the same time frustrated. This 
calls to our mind the fable which tells us that, while two mighty mastiffs were 
fighting over a bone,a cur close by carried it away. Such are the ways of the world. 
We trust that our anti-Native Anglo-Indians will not forget this lesson soon. 


9. The Anglo-Indian press, with a very few honourable exceptions, has 
| made use of the proceedings of the last meeting of the 
Comments on the speeches iondon Indiah Society as a peg whereon to hang the 
a a pa mea of most venomous attacks on the Indian National Con- 
ndians recently held in Lon- ; ° 
iia, gress. The meaningless vapourings of a number of 
Phenix (8), 29th Jan. youngsters have been taken as representing the views 
of the Congress party, and no Anglo-Indian penny-a- 
liner has lost the opportunity of pitching into the movement. We have nothing 
to say in justification of the language used by the young speakers at the meeting. 
It was undoubtedly strong and objectionable, but some allowance ought to be 
made for the indignation which the recent repressive policy in India must have 
aroused in their breasts. They live, move and have their being in the free British 
atmosphere, and the recent proceedings of the Government, such as the arrest 
and detention of the Natu brothers under an obsolete regulation running counter 
to the Habeas Corpus Act, might have provoked them beyond all measure and 
made them determined to call it as many hard namesas they could. It is clear 
that in case of a rebellion taking place in India, they would be about the last 
people to join the standard of the rebels. They will be found more English 
than Englishmen themselves, and no fuss need be made about their disloyalty 
and that sort of thing. 


10. The educated people among us have naturally given their attention 
| hitherto to the present political and social condition 
Advice to the educated of our country, compared it with that obtaining in 
pesssey es awa pero | to other countries, and thought of ways and means to 
Pratod (82), 3st Jan.‘ improve it in both respects. The National Congress 
and the Social Conference are the tangible fruits of 
this tendency but circumstances have so changed of late that it is now considered 
sedition to talk of acquiring political rights. The leaders of the Congress 
are likely to be accused of sedition ; those of the Social Conference will escape 
suspicion for the present, but the moment they are known to seek to increase 
the (physical) strength of the people, they too will fall under the ban and be 
suspected of disloyalty. Our leaders, under such circumstances, had better 
change their line of action. Why should they bother themselves about political 
rights when the very demand for them is construed as an act of sedition? 
Besides, if we have to beg to obtain those political rights, they can hardly be 
worth having; and even if we have them, they are liable to be taken away 
from us at any moment. What then is the use of labouring to acquire such 
political rights? There is also another consideration which should prevent us 
from carrying on an agitation to secure political rights. We base our demand for 
these on the memorable proclamation of 1858, but we forget that the promises 
contained in that document were given at a critical time and were meant more 
for our consolation than for fulfilment. It is idle, therefore, to appeal to the 
proclamation every now and then as a foundation for political rights. In short, 
we must cease our political agitation altogether, inasmuch as it is fruitless and 
even dangerous to carry it on. | | | 


‘11. The Kaiser-e-Hind agrees with the Indian Nation B its ake ” 
the mode of replying to petitions by relerring petl- 
ae onthe reply of the tioners to siren siren in the Legislative Council, 
y Government to the . ) : | the Gov ; 
memorial of the Bombay and says :—The other day His Excellency the Governor 
Presidency Association re- of Bombay disposed of a petition of the Bombay 
faving the Natu brothers. Presidency Association in regard to the case of the 
One con 0» 90th Natu brothers, by referring that body to some answer 

_ Jan,, Eng. cols. . ; y 8 <8 
: : in Council. Our heaven-born administrators, who 
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hold brief -authority, are masters of the situation, Their word is law, and who 
dare stand between them and their heaven-born insolence? Who is to dispute 
their authority ? Untrained as they are to the constitutional methods of gov- 
ernment, it is only the House of Commons which can teach them what is 
right and proper, and even chastise them for doing aught that is wrong and 
improper. They are only too eager to enforce discipline upon the ruled, but they 
are so irresponsible that they fancy they need not subject themselves to the 
discipline which the British constitution prescribes. Of course, such violation 
of the ordinary rules of the constitution is only tolerated in India; free 
England would not tolerate it for a moment. On the contrary, it would take 
the offenders seriously to task. 


12. The Dnydn Chakshu refers to the life-pensions granted by the Secre- 
... tary of State to the widows of the late Mr. Rand and 
poacts apn eS Teena Ayerst, and remarks that these should not, 
pensions granted to the eel ; 
widows of Mr, Rand and aS was once suggested by a writer in the public press, be 
Lieutenant Ayerst. made chargeable to the Poona municipal revenues, and 
Dnydn Chakshu (13), 2nd that they should be continued only so long as the ladies 
Feb. remain in a widowed state and stopped in case they 
remarry. The paper says that if the pensions are going to be charged to the 
city municipal revenues, it would be as great an injustice to Poona as the 
quartering of the additional police in it. , 
13, The Vdrtdnidhé writes that, notwithstanding the good intentions of 
Government in taking measures for the suppression 
Discontent produced by of the plague, a good deal of discontent is produced 
the plague measures of Gov- ) 
ernment among the people. mong the people by the enforcement of these mea- 
Vartdnidhs (100), 2nd Feb, sures, and that the Government is not doing every- 
thing in ifs power to mitigate that discontent. The 
Government thinks, observes the paper, that the people are fools and that they 
like to die, but this is a great mistake, and the plain fact is that though the 
people are quite willing, nay, anxious, to save themselves from death, they have 
not the money which is necessary for submitting to segregation, quarantine 
and such other measures. 


(14. The Karndiak Vritt complains that the regulations of segregation 

and quarantine are useless and entail too many hard- 

Alleged hardships of qua- ships on the people. It adds that though such has 

— Wee 7?), ig, Deen the opinion of several eminent gentlemen like 

Jan. Dr, Blaney and others, Government pays no heed to it. 

It also observes that the rigorous imprisonment of 

Tilak, the murders of Messrs, Rand and Ayerst, the deportation of the Natu 

brothers and the new law of sedition to shut up the mouths of 300 millions of the 

' people are all the outcome of the severity of these rules, and hence requests 
Government to do away with them. 


15. . The Government of India has expressed its displeasure with the plague- 
preventive measures of the Bombay Government and 

sh Pisce ep ies hal has ordered that quarantine in all places where it has 
ae salle al tae Clévermenaes been imposed should be withdrawn. In accordance 
of India. with this order quarantine in the various places has 
Shri Sayaji Vijaya (20), heen withdrawn and passengers are now required 
29th. Jan- only to submit themselves to medical examination, 
and only such of them as are suspected to be ill will henceforth be kept 
under observation. The general opinion now is that segregation and other 
similar stringent remedies are perfectly useless, and if the Government of India, 
ing with this general al has issued the above order, it has no doubt 


delivered the people from a serious evil. 


16. A correspondent of the Madhu Vriti, while describing the experiences 

of one of his friends about the quarantine arrange- 

_ Comments on the observa- ments at present in force in various places, says that 
ve ony a an die those who have to undergo quarantine are reminded 
w Vrit (62), of Hades or of the city of the God of Death, that they 


ae. look upon the quarantine camp as a place fit for 


prisoners undergoing simple imprisonment, and are led to think that the Govern- 
yaent wishes indirectly to interfere with the religion of the people. He adds 


Al 


that the only purpose served by the quarantine camps is probably te fill the 
pockets of those: who are in charge of them. me 


17. Seeing that in spite of the measures taken by the Bombay Plague 
Committee the epidemic is increasing its ravages 
Increasing virulence of the in the city, Government have issued a resolution 
plague and the opinion of the allowing people to remove themselves from_ their 
Bombay public: about tho resent crowded and infected quarters to vacant Gov- 
present Plague Committee. he" 
Bombay Samachér (183), @rnment and municipal lands in the suburbs. But 
4th Feb. we wish to draw the attention of the Government to a 
matter talked of among the people. The general 
opinion is that the Plague Committee of the current year, under the presidency 
of Sir James Campbell, though it came into office after the plague had consider- 
ably abated, has not proved so successful and popular as the last year’s Gatacre 
Committee formed when the plague was in full vigour, and we hope that Gov- 
ernment will be pleased to take some steps with a view to making the work of 
the present Plague Committee more agreeable to the people. One of the causes 
which have led to the comparative failure of this year’s Committee appears to 
be the divergence of opinion and action which exists between it and the Municipal 
Corporation on the subject of sanitary measures for keeping the streets clean and 
such other things, We pray that Government will assign to each of these two 
bodies its own work and thereby prevent all difference between them. 


18. The Akhbar-e-Sodagar thinks that the new resolution of the Plague 

Akhba'r-e-Soddgar (129 Department of Government is really such as the 

Ath Feb. i )s public ought to feel thankful for, and regrets that it 
was not issued earlier. 


19. We are glad to see that the Plague Committee has seen the wisdom 

ef allowing people from infected parts to encamp in 

Veh tng. — a teen Si We wish this had been done before. 
| However, better late than never. The poor people 
especially will derive great benefit from the measure. The Government will also 
do well in giving certain concessions to persons who have got themselves 
inoculated. The work must be done speedily and in right earnest. The 
present vacillating policy will never do. If proper measures are not taken and 
the confidence of the public not secured, there will be a zreater panic this year 
than there was last year. What a pity we have not a Sir Antony MacDonnell 


in our Government? The presence of General Gatacre would have been 
invaluable in these critical times, 


20. In spite of the increased stringency of the — of the Bombay 
‘ Plague Committee, the plague is showing no signs of 
Vartdhar (99), 2nd Feb. abatement. On the ce it is increasing, The 
Plague Committee as well as the Government seem to be childishly struggling 
in opposition to the decrees of Providence. The measures adopted by them to 
stamp out the plague are merely calculated to inflict hardships upon the people. 
The patient is removed to the plague hospital, where it is impossible to expect 
that his likes and dislikes as regards food and drink would be consulted as at his 
house. Theoccupanis of a house other than the plague patient are removed to 
the segregation camp, where again it is their lot to suffer hardships. We would 
have welcomed all these hardships, if the disease had shown signs of being 
brought under control by the measures adopted by the Government and the 
Plague Committee. Unfortunately itis not soand Government only receives the 
curses of those who are put to unnecessary hardships. Let Government be yet 
wise in time, let them cease the oppression of their subjects, and let them resort 
to such measures as will make the people bless them. 


21. A correspondent of the Times of India writes to that paper that the 

Kunbis andjMahars of Bandora have been forced to 

Bie ag co psa re leave their huts and to live in the open. The poor 

SO eee ee caused a>, 7° penniless people must be finding a life in the open a 

plague eae. pate trial, indeed’! The poor ople of Bombay. are 
Vetrtéhar (99), 4th Feb. -e poor peop 3 

equally miserable with their brethren at Bandora, 

It is easy to issue an order for wholesale evacuation, but do the plague 

authorities take into consideration the inconveniences which the enforcement of 
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hold brief -authority, are masters of the situation, Their word is law, and who 
dare stand between them and their heaven-born insolence? Who is to dispute 
their authority ? Untrained as they are to the constitutional methods of gov- 
ernment, it is only the House of Commons which can teach them what is 
right and proper, and even chastise them for doing aught that is wrong and 
improper. ‘They are only too eager to enforce discipline upon the ruled, but they 
are so irresponsible that they fancy they need not subject themselves to the 
discipline which the British constitution prescribes. Of course, such violation 
of the ordinary rules of the constitution is only tolerated in India; free 
England would not tolerate it for a moment. On the contrary, it would take 
the offenders seriously to task. 


12. The Dnydn Chakshu refers to the life-pensions granted by the Secre- 

.. tary of State to the widows of the late Mr. Rand and 

Remarks upon the live. Tieutenant Ayerst, and remarks that these should not, 
pensions granted to _ the “ae ° 

widows of Mr, Rand and a8 was oncesuggested by a writer in the public press, be 

Lieutenant Ayerst. made chargeable to the Poona municipal revenues, and 

Dnydn Chakshu (13), 2nd that they should be continued only so long as the ladies 

— remain in a widowed state and stopped in case they 

remarry. The paper says that if the pensions are going to be charged to the 

city municipal revenues, it would be as great an injustice to Poona as the 

quartering of the additional police in it. ; 


13, The Vértdénidhé writes that, notwithstanding the good intentions of 
; Government in taking measures for the suppression 
_, Discontent produced by of the plague, a good deal of discontent is produced 
the plague measures of Gov- h the ent h 
ernment among the people. Mong the people by the enforcement of these mea- 
Vértdnidhi (100), 2nd Feb, sures, and that the Government is not doing every- 
thing in its power to mitigate that discontent. The 
Government thinks, observes the paper, that the people are fools and that they 
like to die, but this is a great mistake, and the plain fact is that though the 
people are quite willing, nay, anxious, to save themselves from death, they have 
not the money which is necessary for submitting to segregation, quarantine 
and such other measures. 


(14, The Karndtak Vritt complains that the regulations of segregation 

and quarantine are useless and entail too many hard- 

Alleged hardships of qua- ships on the people. It adds that though such has 

~~ and segregation. been the opinion of several eminent gentlemen like 
arndtal: Vritt (177), 18th D : 

es r, Blaney and others, Government pays no heed to it. 

It also observes that the rigorous imprisonment of 

Tilak, the murders of Messrs, Rand and Ayerst, the deportation of the Natu 

brothers and the new law of sedition to shut up the mouths of 300 millions of the 

’ people are all the outcome of the severity of these rules, and hence requests 

Government to do away with them. 


15. The Government of India has expressed its displeasure with the plague- 
| ; preventive measures of the Bombay Government and 
Bsn. “a sng i he has ordered that quarantine in all places where it has 
a wellee of tho Be vermmnens: been imposed should be withdrawn. In accordance 
of India. ety with this order quarantine in the various places has 
Shri Sayaji Vijaya (20), been withdrawn and passengers are now required 
27th. Jen. only to submit themselves to medical examination, 
and only such of them as are suspected to be ill will henceforth be kept 
under observation, The general opinion now is that segregation and other 
similar stringent remedies are perfectly useless, and if the Government of India, 
apreeing with this general verdict, has issued the above order, it has no doubt 
delivered the people from a serious evil. 


16. A correspondent of the Madhu Vrati, while describing the experiences 
aay nee of one of his friends about the quarantine arrange- 
‘Comments on the observa- ments at present in force in various places, says that 
a ae (62), 29th those who have to undergo quarantine are reminded 
ja an of Hades or of the city of the God of Death, that they 
Shed gl pete Bee 3. look upon the quarantine camp as a place fit: for 
prisoners undergoing simple imprisonment, and are led to think that the Govern- 
ment wishes indirectly to interfere with the religion of the people. He adds 


Ail 


that the only purpose served by the quarantine camps is probably te fill the 
pockets of those who are in charge of them. ee : 


17. Seeing that in spite of the measures taken by the Bombay Plague 
Committee the epidemic is increasing its ravages 
Increasing virulence of the in the city, Government have issued a resolution 
plague and the opinion of the gllowing people to remove themselves from_ their 
Bombay public about tho resent crowded and infected quarters to vacant Gov- 
present Plague Committee. er : 
Bombay Saméchér (183), @rnment and municipal lands in the suburbs. But 
4th Feb. we wish to draw the atiention of the Government to a 
matter talked of among the people. The general 
opinion is that the rlague Committee of the current year, under the presidency 
of Sir James Campbell, though it came into office after the plague had consider- 
ably abated, has not proved so successful and popular as the last year’s Gatacre 
Committee formed when the plague was in full vigour, and we hope that Gov- 
ernment will be pleased to take some steps with a view to making the work of 
the present Plague Committee more agreeable to the people. One of the causes 
which have led to the comparative failure of this year’s Committee appears to 
be the divergence of opinion and action which exists between it and the Municipal 
Corporation on the subject of sanitary measures for keeping the streets clean and 
such other things, We pray that Government will assign to each of these two 


bodies its own work and thereby prevent all difference between them. 


18. The Akhbar-e-Sodagar thinks that the new resolution of the Plague 

ii ee tthe Department of Government is really such as the 

Ath Feb. — <n public ought to feel thankful for, and regrets that it 
was not issued earlier. 


19. We are glad to see that the Plague Committee has seen the wisdom 

is cf allowing people from infected parts to encamp in 

eb Eng. — a ae ae We wish this had been done before. 
: However, better late than never. The poor people 
especially will derive great benefit from the measure. The Government will also 
do well in giving certain concessions to persons who have got themselves 
inoculated. The work must be done speedily and in right earnest. The 
present vacillating policy will never do. If proper measures are not taken and 
the confidence of the public not secured, there will be a zreater panic this year 
than there was last year. What a pity we have not a Sir Antony MacDonnell 


in our Government? The presence of General Gatacre would have been 
invaluable in these critical times, 


20. In spite of the increased stringency of the measures of the Bombay 
cs ook a sk Plague Committee, the plague is showing no signs of 
art@har (99), 2nd Feb. ahatement. On the contrary, it is increasing, The 
Plague Committee as well as the Government seem to be childishly struggling 
in opposition to the decrees of Providence. ‘The measures adopted by them to 
stamp out the plague are merely calculated to inflict hardships upon the people. 
The patient is removed to the plague hospital, where it is impossible to expect 
that his likes and dislikes as regards food and drink would be consulted as at his 
house. Theoccupanis of a house other than the plague patient are removed to 
the segregation camp, where again it is their lot to suffer hardships. We would 
have welcomed all these hardships, if the disease had shown signs of being 
brought under control by the measures adopted by the Government and the 
Plague Committee. Unfortunately itis not soand Government only receives the 
curses of those who are put to unnecessary hardships. Let Government be yet 
wise in time, let them cease the oppression of their subjects, and let them resort 
to such measures as will make the people bless them. 


21. A correspondent of the Times of India writes to that paper that the 

Kunbis andjMehars of Bandora have been forced to 

Alleged annoyance and leave their huts and to live in the open. The poor 

male cell ie as the penniless people must be finding a life in the open a 

De aridhar (99) 4th Pet hard trial, indeed’! The poor people of Bombay. are 
Vertihar (99), 4th Feb. uO POOF’ 

equally miserable with their brethren at Bandora. 


It is easy to issue an order tor wholesale evacuation, but do the plague 


authorities take into consideration the inconveniences which the enforcement of 


cow 131¢6—4 
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that order will put the people to? The Collectors and the European officials 
being mere sojourners in the country, can hardly realise the difficulties of the 
rayats. Moreover, is not the measure of compulsory evacuation likelyj;to 
spread the germs of the disease wider and wider? When the poor are called 
upon to submit to such measures, have they any other course open to them but 
that adopted by the people of Sinnar? If so, what is itP We-put the 
question to the Government and the Plague Committee. 


22. The Plague Committee should make it a strict rule to send out a female 
doctor with each search party, or, if that be impossible, 
Vartihar (99), 2nd Feb. 16 them at least ask their male doctors not to 
examine any female except in the presence of her male relatives. In Dumeta’s 
building the medical gentleman accompanying a search party examined a 
female, who happened to be in her monthly course, against her will and in the 
absence of her male relatives. The incident caused considerable excitement in 
the building. Such things are opposed to the religious and customary usages of 
the people, and let the Plague Committee be strictly on its guard against 
them, | : 


23. Whatis the good of taking persons to overcrowded hospitals when 
Indu Prikésh (15), 8rd the patient is in a dying stage? The house is of 
Reb. En i ok, course infected, and his sudden removal does no good 
: at all. The best course would be to let the man die at 
home in peace and allow his family to offer the funeral rites, and then remove 
them to a healthy locality, where they might be allowed to remain for the rest 
of the season or to go upcountry after the necessary period of stay in the 
new house. The hospitals are overcrowded; the system of segregation tends 
to the concealment of cases, and the sick have often to do without any 
medical treatment. When matters reach this stage, it is really absurd to stick 
to the principle of segregation. If hospitals are full and no accommoda- 
tion is available, the best course is to leave the sick person alone. The 
percentage of deaths in plague cases is very high because medical treatment 
is not available from the very beginning and because of the high nervous 
tension of the sick person. Poor Dr. Blaney has been crying in the wilderness 
so long. However, it is becoming apparent that the ordinary methods of 
segregation and detention in quarantine camps do not materially decrease the 
plague attacks. Why then enforce the measures when they cause so much 
annoyance and misery to a good many people? We hope the new move on the 
part of the Plague Committee in allowing people to live in open spaces and 
even building sheds for those who are unable to do so themselves, and in giving 
increased facilities for erecting sheds to those who are able to afford it, is an 
indication of a more sympathetic and humane policy. 


24, Plague has now broken out afresh and the number of cases occurring 
| | * every day is much the same as at this time last year. 
Safe (190), POR Sen, But the public are not so much terrified by the shoes 
as they are by the operations of the Plague Committee, They know that 
plague isa calamity that cannot be warded off. Had this been possible it 
would certainly have been brought under control by the strenuous efforts put 
forth by the Plague Committee during the last ten months. But, on the 
contrary, it has been doing its dread work without break, showing not the 
least signs of abatement. By this we do not mean to say that the Plague 
Committee is utterly useless, but only that it should abstain from a line of 
action calculated to alarm the public; and this purpose can be effected, if the 
rules laid down are followed to the letter and the Committee’s subordinates 
are strictly enjoined not to deviate therefrom. Only those people who are 
actually suffering from plague should be removed to hospitals and those who 
are suffering from ordinary fever or other ailments should be left undisturbed. 
If it be said that the employés of the Plague Committee cannot accurately distin- 
guish plague cases from non-plague ones, we ask why such men are entrusted 
with such responsible work at all. Is the Plague Committee unable to find men 
who are sufficiently able to distinguish between diseases of the various kinds ? 
But (we regret to find that) the Plague Committee do not give sufficient 
attention to this matter, If they were to do so, there would be no alarm among 
the people and none would utter a word of complaint. as 


~ 
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25. The Vdrtdhar Yep as follows about the _ aa a et to 
| the passengers coming into and going out of Bomba 

tren (08) Aah Teh Oe a A pallies who arrived in Bombay from the 
Konkan at noon requested that the thermometer should be placed not ‘in his 
mouth, but under the armpit. The doctor lost temper at once, took back 
the thermometer and detained the passenger till the evening of the next day by 
declaring that his temperature was above 99°. The poor passenger had to 
suffer unnecessary hardship for nearly thirty hours for simply having had the 
audacity to request that his temperature should be taken not orally, but from 
under the armpit. In another case, a party of 8 or 10 persons was going to the 
Konkan. A female member of this party offered her own thermometer for 
testing her temperature, but that was refused, and two girls who were next 
examined from that party were declared to have temperatures above 99 and the 
whole party had to postpone their departure. In about 15 minutes after the 
steamer had left the girls were allowed to return home. If they had been re- 
leased before the sfamer left, the party could have gone on board, but the 
object of the examining authorities seems to be, as it were, to increase the 
annoyance of the passengers. Ina third case, two men were examined and 
allowed to depart, but a girl who was with them was detained. The men had, 
therefore, to return. In a fourth case, a Gujarati gentleman took with him 
a number of thermometers and asked the doctor to choose any of them for use in 
testing his temperature. The doctor chose one for the purpose and pocketed the 
others. All these are facts and we are ready, if required, even to furnish the 
names of the respective parties. But then they are all Natives and in these 
days the word of a Native is hardly believed against that of a European. 


26. A correspondent of the Gurdkhi writes :—On the morning of the 31st 
ultimo, a whitewashing party entered my house (No. 11, 
Cheulwadi) and began to take out the things ina 
room occupied by one of my tenants, where an old man had died two days ago 
of an ordinary complaint. The female occupants of the room protested that the 
old man had not died of the plague and consequently there was no necessity of 
whitewashing or disinfecting the room. The men were deaf to these protests and 
said that they would only desist from their operations if their Muccadum was 
paid Rs, 4. The younger female resolutely told them that they would not get 
even 4 pies, much less Rs. 4, and further threatened to report their conduct to 
a member of the Plague Committee through her European school-mistress. The 
Muccadum came in due course, and having learnt from his men how fruitless 
it was to attempt to extort money from the females, apologised to them for the 
mistake made by his subordinates as regards the house, and begged that they 
should be forgiven for the same. This sufficiently exposes the roguery of these 
_ men, and God: only knows how many persons must be the victims of such 
roguery ! 


Gurdkhi (46°, 4th Feb. 


27. We hear that some men of the search parties in Bombay are follow- 
: : ing the example of their confreres in Poona, in the 

GurGihs (26), 20 vas. —- saaitee of oppressing the people. We are quite aware 
that the officers, both European and Native, of the local Plague Committee, 
are kind-hearted and sympathetic. But some mischievous subordinates misuse 
their power and bring innocent persons into unnecessary trouble at the time of 
house inspection. We therefore hope that the Plague Committee will stop this 
sort of mischief by duly enquiring into the matter and inflicting due punishment 
upon the offenders. | 


28. Judging by the plague returns for the presidency, one may clearly 

: see that everywhere except in Bombay the plague is 
ge ei Pd the Poona going down. Poona has not now much to fear, as it 
Mehrdita (7), 30th Jan.  neVer had, from the mofussil. But in Bombay lies 

| her greatest danger, and we cannot too urgently im- 
press upon the local plague authorities that quarantine at Poona ought to. be made 
as strict as possible for many days to come. At present there are two quarantine 
camps for the city; but while at one of these strict and thorough detention 
is enforced, at the other the so-called quarantined people are allowed to go into 


the city and mix freely with the residents for all the twelve hours of the day with- 
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out there being even a proper safeguard for their returning to the camp at night. 
We really must protest against these half-measures. They perhaps ease the 
mind o§ the authorities by a sort of self-deception that everything is safe. But 
by such measures the real safety of the city is jeopardised, and before it is 
jeopardised beyond redemption, we take the liberty to draw the attention of the 
authorities to see that Poona is not exposed to the disease once more. 


29. The Gwardt Mitra reports an instance in which two persons, who had 
| spent seven days in the Modikhana observation camp 
Plague measures at Surat. at Bombay, and who held a certificate to that effect 
ce ory “3, from the Bombay Plague Committee, were refused 
Feb. exemption from quarantine at Surat by the Collector, 
who is said to have told them that he had nothing to 
do with the Bombay Plague Committee and that they must pass the necessary 
number of days in the quarantine camp at Surat before entering the city. 
[The Bkamsen probably refers to the same instance and sayggthat it would entail 
a great hardship on passengers going to Surat from Bombay if the passes of the 
Bombay Plague Committee were not recognised by the Collector. | 


30. A correspondent of the Jagat Samdchdr praises Dr. Moos, chief 
plague authority at Thana, for his satisfactory 
_Praise of the plague antho- and sympathetic manner of conducting the plague 
wi . Faso i (80), 29th operations in that town, and requests that the Gov- 
Pi aaa " ernment would, when the time comes, be good 
enough to reward his services. The correspondent 

also praises Mr. Ovalekar, Chairman of the Thana Municipality. 


31, Evacuation is, we admit, a good means to bring the plague under con- 

a < trol, but the question is who is to be responsible for 
on Gh es Gin of the security of the property left in the houses evacu- 
responsibility for thesafety of ated? The Ward Superintendents refuse to take the 


pape left in evacuated responsibility upon their shoulders and so does the 
OuseS,. : : ° 
Madhu Makshika (61), 31st Government. It was only yesterday that Kadvekar 


a Galli and Bapat Galli were completely evacuated, and 

the thieves, we imagine, will have a pretty good time of 
it during the absence of the owners of the houses in those streets. Itis ver 
unjust that the Government should compel house-owners to vacate their houses 
without taking upon itself the responsibility of the security of their property 
during their absence, The leaders of the people ought to press this point on the 
attention of the authorities. 


32. The Shri Sayaji Vijaya publishes the experiences of two College 
students about the quarantine camp of Anand, in which 
Reported theft in the it is stated that a Mdrwadi was robbed of Rs. 41,000. 


observation camp at A’nand. 


ge 8 on the night of the 28th ultimo, and that though 
Pe he ayajs Vijays (24), information of the theft was immediately given to the 
police, the latter failed to find any trace of the thieves. 


33. Itis with very great regret that we announce to our readers the sad 
news of a serious plague riot which occurred at Sinnar, 
Remarks on. the recent near Nasik, on Thursday last. It is some consolation 
a at Sinnar in the Nasik +> know that two of the leading rioters were arrested. 
istrict. ° ae ° 
Indu, Prokésh (15), 31st Other arrests and a searching enquiry into the disturb- 
- Jan,, Eng. cols. ance will, no doubt, follow. This miserable riot will 
be undoubtedly deplored by every sane man. Itis a 
pity such things should happen, particularly at a time like the present, when 
the country is passing through a sad state of unrest and tribulation. They help 
to make matters worse for all concerned. Segregation and similar innovations 
were till lately absolutely unknown in India. The people have a natural anti- 
pathy to them. It is necessary, therefore, to exercise the greatest prudence in 
enforcing these measures. This is especially necessary in small and remote 
places like Sinnar, where the people‘are absolutely ignorant. Segregation and 
quarantine, far more strict. than what is imposed in British territory, has been 
introduced in several Native States. Not a single complaint has yet been heard 
against these people. Sympathy and conciliation work wonders. Every sane 


15 


man will of course deplore the present riot. ‘The people of Sinnar have behaved. 
in the mest disgraceful manner; but much can, we think, be done to remove 
the inherent prejudice of our people against segregation. Government have. 
only to appoint officers who have the invaluable knack of enforcing these 
stringent measures in a conciliatory spirit—officers who know the habits of the 
people and can obtain their confidence. 


34, The people of Sinnar, as we all know, are a harmless gentry, and it is 
Native Opinion (18), 29th beyond one’s understanding that they should lose 
jis, the. ey ' their usual composure and run into acts of a riotous 
nature, Segregation and quarantine are quite re- 
pugnant to the people, and in their enforcement as remedies against the 
plague great discretion requires to be exercised. What we know about Sinnar 
people is that they are harmless, and under the circumstances we feel surprised 
that the plague operations should have resulted in a riot. We suspect there 
is another version of the incident and it is desirable that it should be published 
soon. 


35. A correspondent, writing to the Gurdkht from Sinnar (Nasik), says :— 
Cindiid ties tine in The cultivators seem to have been particularly dis- 
urakha (26), “th Feb. —_ pleased with the orders issued by Dr. Gwyther about 
demolishing houses, and they probably thought the work of pulling down the 
houses was taken in hand specially at the instance of particular Municipal 
Commissioners. Messrs. Venkaji Devji and Raje fell victims to the ignorant 
of the rioters. The causes of the disturbance are being enquired into, but 
the tranquillity of the public mind is not yet fully restored, and I am sorry 
to say that no measures worth the name are as yet taken by the Sirkar (to allay 
popular apprehensions). The educated class had no hand in the disturbance 
whatever, and it was solely the outcome of the misunderstanding of foolish and 
illiterate persons. 


36. While writing about the disturbance of Sinnar, the Mumba: Vaibhav 
ees observes :—The disturbance was got up solely by the 
oo Vaibhav (69), Ist Kynbis. Nota single educated Native was Ais Sc 
: in it. The cause of the disturbance was probably the 
oppressive character of the plegue measures, It is but right that the actual rioters 
should be duly punished, and an additional police should also, if necessary, bo 
quartered in the town fora few months. But, then, it is by no means to be sup- 
posed that such measures will effectively prevent a repetition of such breaches of 
the peace in the mofussil. For that, of course, the best remedy is to relax the 
undue stringency of quarantine, segregation and such other measures. The 
Government should, in our opinion, content itself by recommending to the 
people to adopt simple sanitary measures for keeping their houses and surround- 
ings clean. Such measures will not only keep the people contented, but protect 
them from the ravages of the plague. 


37. At his trial at the Sessions Court, Poona, Damodar Chapekar pleaded 

ae not guilty and stated that his confession previously 

Ps gg of Damodar yeeorded had been made by him in consequence of 

apekar on the charge of : : : : . 
murdering Messrs. Rand and Certain promises made to him by Mr. Brewin, and not 
Ayerst. because he had committed the offences he was charged 
_ Bombay Samachar (133), with. This allegation of the accused against Mr. 
om Fee Brewin could not be accepted by the jury, as it was 
entirely unworthy of credit. That Damodar must be the perpetrator of the 
murders of Mr. Rand and Lieutenant Ayerst was a fact made apparent by the 
bold attitude of the accused just after the sentence was pronounced against him. 
He was not at all disconcerted by the sentence, but asked the question whether 
there was no severer punishment. This question indicates that the man must 
have becon.e quite reckless about his life. Being disappointed in his ambition 
to secure military employment he entered upon a course of misdeeds. The 
conviction of Damodar and the evidence recorded in the case point to a matter 
which is of special interest, and it is this, that the opinion which the authorities 
and the Anglo-Indian public in general had hastily formed from the Jubilee 
night murders about a deliberate conspiracy against Government among a 
con 1816—5 
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certain section of the Poona community was utterly unfounded, and we have 
great hopes that this conviction will serve to make up the deplorable difference 
which has for some time past existed between the Government and the Anglo- 
Indian public on the one hand and the Native subjects on the other, and to 
restore mutual confidence and affection, 


38. We expected that Damodar’s trial at the Sessions Court would throw 
preven 199), Some more light on the facts of the case, but we have 
Sth eat aes (129), been disappointed in that respect, and hope that the 
High Court, when considering the case in appeal, will 
be able to elicit some more particulars regarding the case. As regards Damodar’s 
statement that he was induced to make the confession before the Magistrate 
by certain assurances given by Mr. Brewin, we cannot place any reliance on 
the aspersions cast upon such an experienced and clever officer as Mr. Brewin. 
But Damodar’s conduct has thrown many people into a state of perplexity and 
doubt, though the Judge and the jury have convicted him of the charge of 
murder. 


39, Damodar Hari Chapekar has been sentenced to death by the 
Sessions Judge of Poona on the unanimous verdict of 
the jury. Nobody is likely to grumble much at this 
result. We cannot, however, wholly approve of the 
procedure adopted in the case. In the first place, the accused, after being 
committed to the Sessions, should have been kept in jail and not in police 
custody. Secondly, the conduct of the Police Inspector, Mr. Vaz, in snatching 
the bundle of papers containing the prisoner’s defence from his hands after 
the close of the proceedings on the first day was improper, and the Court ought 
to have taken severe notice of it. Thirdly, after the prisoner’s going back upon 
his confession it was necessary to have called Mr. Brewin on behalf of the Crown 
for the purpose of directly contradicting the allegations made against that 
officer by the prisoner. We await the review of the proceedings by the High 
Court before writing further on the subject. 


40, Mr. Cumine and Rdo Bahddur Sitaram Damodar, the Collector and 
: Cumine the District Deputy Collector, respectively, of Khan- 
me 8. C pg aad Ri, oesh, had applied to Government for permission to 
Bahddar Sitaram Damodar, Yetire on pension ; but we are glad to learn that Gov- 
District Deputy Collector of ernment have asked them not to retire at present. 


Mumbai Vatbhav (69), 5th 
Feb. 


rere On; ae We are highly obliged to Government for their far- 
16th — hatragupta (59), sighted decision in this matter. These two officers 


have rendered capital service to the people in this 
district during the Hindu-Muhammadan riots, the distress caused by floods and 
the recent famine. By their skilful management of affairs they have saved 
thousands of lives during the latter two calamities. Their indefatigable efforts 
have also succeeded in keeping this district free from plague and its accompany- 
ing horrors. These and many other useful services have endeared both of them 
to the people, and the latter naturally desire to have them in their midst for 
many more years to come. | 


41, If what a correspondent writes be correct, the conduct of the Thana- 

3 dar of Bano ana the Chief Constable of Mirpur 

Alleged high-handedness Batoro requires to be immediately enquired into, 
~ ine apeneces of ft B It seems that the Thanadar of Bano has been acting 
 thovities in tho matter,  High-handedly for some time past. As far back as ten 
Prabhat (205), 29th Jan., months ago, the villagers, driven to despair, sent two 
Eng. cols. petitions, one to the Assistant Collector and the other 
to the District Police Superintendent, bitterly com- 

plaining against the Thanadar and praying for redress. But though they had 
made. a request in the petitions, that as the Chief Constable was an inhabitant of 
the village to which the Thanadar belonged he should not be deputed to enquire. 
into the truth of the statements they had made, yet, strange to say, the papers 
were forwarded to that officer with instructions for report. With what feelings 
the Chief Constable must have gone about his business may be easily imagined. 
But that is by the bye. He went to Bano, sent for. the signatories of the 
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petitions, and succeeded in getting them to say that they had no cause of 
complaint against the Thanadar, and that all they wanted was that, in view of 
frequent dacoities in some parts of Sind, their village might be supplied with 
more policemen. He then wrote to the District Police Superintendent that 
the allegations made in the petitions against the Thanadar were false. At 
this the District Police Superintendent naturally got angry and would have 
prosecuted the signatories of the petition, had not the Mukhtiarkar, to whom 
the matter was referred at this stage, appeared on the scene, conducted a fresh 
enquiry, and after having satisfied himself that the Thanadar’s conduct was 
reprehensible reported against him and recommended his transfer. But though 
the threatened prosecution was thus warded off from the signatories the 
Thanadar was not transferred, and he up to this day remains at Bano, continuing 
to behave as high-handedly as ever. This is the substance of the letter referred 
to. We wish the authorities ordered thorough and searching enquiry, and, as 
the correspondent suggests, entrusted it to one not belonging to the Police 
Department. [The Phenix (8) of the 2nd February also makes the same 
complaint about the same Thanadar. | 


42. It may be remembered that, some days back, it was reported by a 
Gujarati paper of Bombay, on the authority of a 
Report about the dismissal Surat correspondent, that two men in the Public 
of certain Government ser- Works Department of the Bijépur District were dis- 
vants for subscribing to the . . 
Tilak Defence Fund, con. Missed from Government service, on a charge of 
tradicted. having had something to do with the Tilak Defence 
Mahratta (7), 30th Jan, Fund. It was reported that the dismissal was the 
result of a long correspondence between the Collec- 
tor and the Commissioner. On enquiry we learn that the report is false. 
The fact is that the Mdmlatdar of Kagevadi having reported against the two 
men, they were called by the Superintending Engineer and asked whether they 
had busied themselves with collecting money for the Tilak Defence Fund. The 
men stoutly denied the charge and thereupon they were allowed to return to 
their posts. The matter has been submitted, it is true, to Government in a 
report by the Commissioner, 8. D., but is not yet finally decided. We can- 
not anticipate the decision of Government in the matter; but we hope they 
will not concern themselves with such insignificant matters. It is, at best, 
inconsistent with their dignity to pay heed: to such trifles. Even supposing any 
servant were actually found by Government to have done anything like collect- 
ing or contributing money for the legal defence of any person, it is a question 
whether it would be proper for Government to seriously take notice of that 
conduct, so as to make it the ground of a dismissal from service. 


Legislation. 


43, The A’rydvarta defends the Bill introduced into the Viceregal Council 
7 by the Honourable Mr. Chalmers to amend the law of 
A vindication of the pro- sedition by observing that the objections taken to that 
a gg in the law of mnesenre by em Native jpntonliete would “ye be found to 
, , old water fora moment when subjecte &@ minute 
ee oh re examination. The stock objections to the Bill of the 
Henourable Mr. Chalmers, remarks the paper, are that there is no disloyalty 
among the people, that sedition, if it does exist, cannot be suppressed by legis- 
lation, that it will find various channels for manifesting itself, and that one 
effect of the Bill would be to stop a valuable channel for the ventilation of the. 
grievances of the people. The paper remarks that each and every one of these 
objections is capable of being met, that the symptoms of disloyalty among 
the people are too palpable to be ignored, that it is the duty of every Govern- 
ment to prevent the publication of seditious matter in the public press by 
passing suitable laws, and that it isa mistake to suppose that the Government 
will not know the grievances of the people if these do not find expression in 
the newspapers, as the officers of Government are duly brought into contact 
with the people and are constantly in a position to know their wants and re- 
quirements. . | | | 
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certain section of the Poona community was utterly unfounded, and we have 
great hopes that this conviction will serve to make up the deplorable difference 
which has for some time past existed between the Government and the Anglo- 
Indian public on the one hand and the Native subjects on the other, and to 
restore mutual confidence and affection, | 


38. We expected that Damodar’s trial at the Sessions Court would throw 
“Aah; -o-Bsds 129) some more light on the facts of the case, but we have 
a. ("*9), ‘been disappointed in that respect, and hope that the 
High Court, when considering the case in appeal, will 
be able to elicit some more particulars regarding the case. As regards Damodar’s 
statement that he was induced to make the confession before the Magistrate 
by certain assurances given by Mr. Brewin, we cannot place any reliance on 
the aspersions cast upon such an experienced and clever officer as Mr. Brewin. 
But Damodar’s conduct has thrown many people into a state of perplexity and 
doubt, though the Judge and the jury have convicted him of the charge of 
murder. 


39, Damodar Hari Chapekar has been sentenced to death by the 
Sessions Judge of Poona on the unanimous verdict of 
the jury. Nobody is likely to grumble much at this 
result. We cannot, however, wholly approve of the 
procedure adopted in the case. In the first place, the accused, after being 
committed to the Sessions, should have been kept in jail and not in police 
custody. Secondly, the conduct of the Police Inspector, Mr. Vaz, in snatching 
the bundle of papers containing the prisoner’s defence from his hands after 
the close of the proceedings on the first day was improper, and the Court ought 
to have taken severe notice of it. Thirdly, after the prisoner’s going back upon 
his confession it was necessary to have called Mr. Brewin cn behalf of the Crown 
for the purpose of directly contradicting the allegations made against that 
officer by the prisoner. We await the review of the proceedings by the High 
Court before writing further on the subject. 


40, Mr. Cumine and Rdo Bahddur Sitaram Damodar, the Collector and 
; Pee the District Deputy Collector, respectively, of Khan- 
, Faniee, ot mr, Vamine, desh had applied to Government for permission to 
.C.8S., Collector, and Rao : : : : 
Bahddur Sitaram Damodar, Tetire on pension; but we are glad to learn that Gov- 
District Deputy Collector of ernment have asked them not to retire at present. 


Mumbai Vaibhav (69), 5th 
Feb. 


Khandesh. — We are highly obliged to Government for their far- 
a Chatragupta (5°), sinhted decision in this matter. These two officers 


: have rendered capital service to the people in this 
district during the Hindu-Muhammadan riots, the distress caused by floods and 
the recent famine. By their skilful management of affairs they have saved 
thousands of lives during the latter two calamities. Their indefatigable efforts 
have also succeeded in keeping this district free from plague and its accompany- 
ing horrors. These and many other useful services have endeared both of them 
to the people, and the latter naturally desire to have them in their midst for 
many more years to come. 


41, If what a correspondent writes be correct, the conduct of the Thana-— 
ee: dar of Bano ana the Chief Constable of Mirpur 

Alleged high-handedness Batoro requires to be immediately enquired into. 
ad _ senate © Toe 2 It seems that the Thanadar of Bano has been acting 
~ thowities in the matter, Bigh-handedly for some time past. As far back as ten 
Prabhét (205), 29th Jan, months ago, the villagers, driven to despair, sent two 
Eng. cols. petitions, one to the.Assistant Collector and the other 
to the District Police Superintendent, bitterly com- 

plaining against the Thanadar and praying for redress. But though they had 
made a request in the petitions, that as the Chief Constable was an inhabitant of 
the village to which the Thanadar belonged he should not be deputed to enquire 
into the truth of the statements they had made, yet, strange to say, the papers 
were forwarded to that officer with instructions for report. With what feelings 
the Chief Constable must have gone about his business may be easily imagined. 
But that is by the bye. He went to Bano, sent for the signatories of the 
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petitions, and succeeded in getting them to say that they had no cause of 
complaint against the Thanadar, and that all they wanted was that, in view of 
frequent dacoities in some parts of Sind, their village might be supplied with 
more policemen. He then wrote to the District Police Superintendent that 
the allegations made in the petitions against the Thanadar were false. At 
this the District Police Superintendent naturally got angry and would have 
prosecuted the signatories of the petition, had not the Mukhtiarkar, to whom 
the matter was referred at this stage, appeared on the scene, conducted a fresh 
enquiry, and after having satisfied himself that the Thanadar’s conduct was 
reprehensible reported against him and recommended his transfer. But though 
the threatened prosecution was thus warded off from the signatories the 
Thanadar was not transferred, and he up to this day remains at Bano, continuing 
to behave as high-handedly as ever. This is the substance of the letter referred 
to. We wish the authorities ordered thorough and searching enquiry, and, as - 
the correspondent suggests, entrusted it to one not belonging to the Police 
Department. [The Pheniz (8) of the 2nd February also makes the same 
complaint about the same Thanadar. | 


42, It may be remembered that, some days back, it was reported by a 
Gujarati paper of Bombay, on the authority of a 
Surat correspondent, that two men in the Public 
of certain Government ser- Works Department of the Bij4pur District were dis- 
vants for subscribing to the . ; 
Tilak Defence Fund, con. Missed from Government service, on a charge of 
tradicted. having had something to do with the Tilak Defence 
Mahratia (7), 30th Jan, Fund. It was reported that the dismissal was the 
id result of a long correspondence between the Collec- 
tor and the Commissioner. On enquiry we learn that the report is false. 
The fact is that the Mdmlatdar of bagevadi having reported against the two 
men, they were called by the Superintending Engineer and asked whether they 
had busied themselves with collecting money for the Tilak Defence Fund. The 
men stoutly denied the charge and thereupon they were allowed to return to 
their posts. The matter has been submitted, it is true, to Government in a 
report by the Commissioner, 8. D., but is not yet finally decided. We can- 
not anticipate the decision of Government in the matter; but we hope they 
will not concern themselves with such insignificant matters. It is, at best, 
inconsistent with their dignity to pay heed to such trifles. Hven supposing any 
servant were actually found by Government to have done anything like collect- 
ing or contributing money for the legal defence of any person, it is a question 
whether it would be proper for Government to seriously take notice of that 
conduct, so as to make it the ground of a dismissal from service. 


Report about the dismissal 


Legislation. 


43, The A’rydvarta defends the Bill introduced into the Viceregal Council 
by the Honourable Mr, Chalmers to amend the law of 
A vindication of the pro- sedition by observing that the objections taken to that 
or eee in the law of er guard ae Native a egg ars be found - 
. old water fora moment when subjected to a minute 
oe ore one examination, The stock objections to the Bill of the 
Honourable Mr. Chalmers, remarks the paper, are that there is no disloyalty 
among the people, that sedition, if it does exist, cannot be suppressed by legis- 
lation, that it will find various channels for manifesting itself, and that one 
effect of the Bill would be to stop a valuable channel for the ventilation of the. 
grievances of the people. The paper remarks that each and every one of these 
objections is capable of being met, that the symptoms of disloyalty among 
the people are too palpable to be ignored, that it is the duty of every Govern- 
ment to prevent the publication of seditious matter in the public press by 
passing suitable laws, and that it isa mistake to suppose that the Government 
will not know the grievances of the people if these do not find expression in 
the newspapers, as the officers of Government are duly brought into contact 
with the people and are constantly in a position to know their wants and re- 
quirements. wi | 
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44, Slowly but surely, the opposition to the rig sts ace retrograde and. 
a ay . repressive measure of the Government of India is 
new law of sedition and a gathering strength in every part of this vast continent. 
request to Government inthe Never since the memorable days of the Ilbert Bill have 
matter. such universal interest and indignation been roused 
; ag Prakash (15), 31st ag by the terribly significant changes proposed to be 
pees eapbentee: introduced in the existing law of sedition. Even the 
most bigoted of Anglo-Indian papers have now awakened to the consciousness 


that the proposed Bill threatens a blow to the freedom of speech and writing | 


in this country. The Englishman of Calcutta, the Pioncer of Allahabad, and. 
even the Zimes of Bombay have expressed in unmistakable terms their opposi- 
tion to the Bill. As for the Native community all over the land, it has becn 
galvanized to an extent never known before. Public bodies in the presidency 
and other important towns have protested against the suicidal step Government 
propose to take, and a running fire of adverse criticism has been kept up from 
all sides—a fire which would certainly have dislodged any responsible statesman 


but Lord George Hamilton from his present untenable position. But the con- 


demnation already pronounced upon the Bill will pale before the storm of 
exccration which is maturing in England. Neither the Secretary of State nor 
Lord Elgin can afford to commit one more blunder; they have together com- 
mitted too many already. And if the present Bill be passed, as we fear it will 
be, both Lord George Hamilton and Lord Elgin will have to bid good-bye to 
the almost absolute power which they have so long wielded in a manner detri- 
mental alike to the interests of the rulers and the ruled, 


45. His Excellency Lord Elgin has a glorious opportunity beforehim. He 
liiiatin tie eke 2 can re-establish himself in popular favour and can do 
tampion (2), 30th Jan. it, go easily. Let him withdraw the Bill. He is a 
Liberal, and, we helieve, he is aman of kindly disposition. Why then should 
he pursue a line of conduct which is bound to make him personally disliked and 
will cause him to be remembered as the most unsuccessful of Viceroys? What 
are his reasons for thrusting forward this measure? Is India disturbed ? 
There are no signs of such disturbance. On the contrary, in spite of distress- 
ing calamities, India is as peaceful as a country town in England. We 
know what would have happened with other people had they been plagued 
with pestilence and famine. Soldiers would have been needed to preserve 
law and order, and the jails would have been filled with discontented and 
sullen men. But India requires no extra soldiers—-indeed, most of her soldiers 
are, or were, beyond her frontier, and there is not a sign of disorder. Nothing 
but peace and quiet prevails; and if there be a disturbing factor it is the 
Government themselves, who, by proposing this reactionary legislation, are 
causing disquiet and fear. What, we ask, does Lord Elgin want? ‘The 
country, as we have said, is peaceful. Then, in the name of everything that 
is reasonable, what does he want? He has obedience—no one resists the 
authority of the Government. What more can he ask? And yet he brings 
forward a Bill which can only be justified if India were trembling on the oy 
of a huge rebellion. Surely he must recognise the foolishness of the policy he 
has (for he tells us it is his) adopted, and if he will but recognize its folly, he 
must, as an upright Englishman, withdraw from an untenable position. Of 
course, he may pass the Bill—he and his Council can do what they please—but 
what then? He may frighten a few silly journalists, who are not worth 
frightening, but he will leave India disliked by every man who loves liberty of 
speech and who desires the bright side of the British rule to be presented 
to the people. That will not be an enviable reputation. Enviable or not, it 
will be his, unless he withdraws the obnoxious measure, unfortunately for him, 
now associated with his name. 


46. It would seem as though the country were on the eve of a great trial. 
Government have up to this time shown no inclination 
towards arresting the post-haste march of the new 
Bill as to the law of sedition towards the assured 
formalities which will make it the binding law of the land. But even in the 
short time allowed for discussion, opinion has gained ground against the measure 
in a remarkable degree, and Europeans and Natives have alike condemned the 


Indian Spectator (4), 30th 


Jan. 
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changes, which are tantamount to making risky almost all criticism of Govern- 
ment measures. The best and the most gracious thing the Government could do 
would be to abandon the changes wholesale, or at least to modify all that have 
been gravely objected to, such as the inclusion of é//-will in disaffection, subject- 
ing comments on measures to the same restrictions as comments on Govern- 
ment, making cases of sedition triable by Magistrates, subjecting people to be 
Bagge by a bond to keep good behaviour, and making it an offence even to 

ublish a statement most honestly and aftcr due care and caution believed to be 
true. If Government are gracious enough to yield, they would surely be 


strengthening the foundations of the Empire. If they do not yield, we for one 
are surely afraid of the consequences, 


47. ‘The Bombay Presidency Association has sent a memorial on the 
Native Opinion (18), 3rd subject to the Supreme Government. The Sérvajanik 
Feb., tae. Gott ' “Sabha of Poona has also sent in its protest. We 
trust. other public bodies throughout India will lose 
no time in coming forward with their protests. May we venture to address 
a last word to Government on this subject? It would, indeed, be wise and 
politic for Government to so modify the law as to remove all misunderstand- 
ing and ambiguity, and to recognise the interpretation given to the sedition 
law by the Honourable Mr. Justice Parsons of the Bombay High Court, which 
faithfully and lucidly follows the lines laid down by Sir J. Stephen. 
Mr. Justice Parsons can hardly he accused of espousing the cause of the Native 
journalist as ; the British Government. 


48. In & communicated article the Prabhdt says:—Ilf the Government 
Seabds (908). Shad J had moved in the matter and proposed the amend- 
ie. sede (205), 22nd Jan, ments before the Strachey law of sedition came into 
existence, one could have at least understood the 

action of the Government, Section 124A had been pronounced by many to 
be unworkable, and for that. reason Government seldom, if ever, instituted a 
prosecution under it. But Mr. Strachey showed not only that the section was 
workable, but that it could be madea terror to journalists and others who 
ventured to criticize Government measures. Is it that the Governmenti n 
its mind doubts the correctness of the interpretation put on the law of sedition 
by Mr. Strachey and fears that in future it may not be able to find it so 
easy to get those that displease it punished, and hence the proposed changes ? 


If so, Mr. Tilak ought not to have heen in jail, and he is only a victim of the 
wrong interpretation of the law. 


49, There is a clause in the proposed amendment of Section 124A which 
vera? should commend itself to everybody. We mean the 
PR as (205), 24nd Jan, one which makes it amount to sedition to promote 
soe _ feelings of enmity or ill-will between different classes 
of Her Majesty’s subjects. That there should be a necessity for such a provision 
is indeed regrettable, but since such necessity exists it is best to age for it. 
Our thanks are, therefore, due to the proposer or proposers of this part of 
the amendments, which would punish, as sedition, all attempts at promoting 
feelings of enmity or ill-will between different classes of Her Majesty’s subjects 
and prevent the mischief of the shallow-pated Padris and malicious Anglo- 
Indian writers. It would be a boon if this amendment were also found to be 
adequate enough to check the evil tendencies of some of the Anglo-[ndian 
officials to create differences between Hindus and Muhammadans by showing 
undue partiality towards the latter. Of course all this depends upon the 
Government. If it takes action against the offending Europeans, then only the 
result we are speaking of can be had; but if it shows itself loth to set 
the law in motion when a European happens to be the offender, we must 
truly despair. However, let us hope that the Government will take action 
against the Europeans just as it will against Muhammadans or Hindus, and 
thus give a lie to the belief that the Europeans will remain unaffected by the 
new Clause of Section 124A, 


50, India must ever feel grateful to England for conferring on her the 

. boon of liberty of speech and writing. But strange 

: Jagadhitechchhu (49), 3uth 4, say, our present Viceroy and his colleagues are 
ro thinking of taking away that boon, The true object 
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of this reactionary and retrograde measure is to silence all adverse criticism 
against their acts. To gustify the new law of sedition they have raised a false 
ory of sedition being rife in India. ‘This false cry will of course eventually 
come to be discredited in England, but the worst of it will be that, if ever in future 
there is a real likelihood of a rebellion in India and the Indian Government raises 
the cry, it will fail to command credence for itself in England, like the cowherd 
in Esop’s fable. The vernacular press is, as a matter of fact, not seditious. It 
is perfectly loyal to the British rule. If such a press is silenced by the passing of 
a queer law of sedition, the only effect will be that the enemies of British 
rule will find a tool in their hands to spread disaffection against it. They will 
secretly carry on their intrigues and they will not be exposed by a timid press. 


51. The Kdmgdr, writing on the same subject, remarks :—The object of 
Government in passing the new law of sedition seems 
I ro” Co: “a “a to be to lessen the discontent from the public mind, 
— siaaliens but, as a matter of fact, it is such laws which produce 
and foster discontent among the people, so that the 
very object of Government in undertaking the measure is frustrated by its own 
act. We beseech Government not to promote discontent among the people by 
passing such laws. [The Indu Prakdsh (15) also condemns the new law of sedi- 
tion as dangerous to the liberty of the subject, and censures Government for 
seeking to pass it in undue haste. | 


52. The law of sedition as proposed to be amended has evoked much 
eis 7 .- hostile criticism. The Bombay Presidency Associa- 
ond F a, tee ie (21), tion has submitted a well thought out represen- 
3 tation on the subject to the Secretary to the Govern- 
ment of India, Legislative Department. Indeed, with the passing of the pro- 
posed sedition law, there would be an. end to the exposure of public scandals 
in this country. There will be no comments, no criticism in newspapers, and 
the only thing which Native papers could publish with impunity would be 
the advertisements. Should, however, an editor publish any comments on 
Government, he would do so at his peril. There may beagreat public scandal, 
the exposure of which might do immense public good; and the editor may 
be in possession of all the necessary materials to bring about the exposure. 
But he is powerless. The moment he writes the first article on the subject, 
he is served with a notice by the Presidency Magistrate to show cause why he 
should not be bound down to keep the peace. It would be impossible for 
any newspaper which wishes not merely to be the purveyor of news, but the 
corrector of society and the scourge of shady characters, whether Government 
officials or not, to escape a prosecution under Section 124A. 


53. The Bombay Presidency Association only did its duty in calling last 
oa oe Saturday’s meeting of the citizens of Bombay to 
isis wasiing a he eee ‘2 protest,against the new legislative freak of the powers 
protest against the proposed that be. In spite of the plague and a thousand other 


new law of sedition. causes the meeting was a great success, and those that 
Indu —_ (15), 31st heard the speeches of Messrs. Chambers, Setalvad, 
Jan., Eng. cols. Gokhale and Pdédhye must have been more than 


convinced of the terrible nature of the amendments proposed to be made in the 
present law of sedition. The faith, and in our opinion the justifiable faith, 
which the countless millions of this land place in the fairness and justice- 
loving instincts of the noble British race will be shattered in a moment, and we 
cannot bring ourselves to believe that the aygust body which rules the destinies 
of the vast British Empire would allow the enactment of a measure which is sure 
in the end to prove suicidal to the best interests of the British nation, The 
specious remark of the Honourable Mr. Chalmers that the Bill was under- 
taken with the ape intention of bringing the present law of sedition into 
complete accord with the law obtaining in England was mercilessly exposed by 
all the speakers atthe meeting. The representation addressed by the Presidenc 

Association to the Viceroy in Council deals in detail with the various amend- 
ments proposed, and if argument is to carry any weight, it will, we are sure, 
prove very hard for the powers that ‘be to meet the serious objections raised 
in it. We have in previous issues dealt in detail with the Bill itself; it 
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h s been most exhaustively analysed by all the public bodies in India; it now 
only remains for us to record our emphatic protest against the action of the 
Government. If, however, they are determined to pass the Bill, we pray that, 
considering its far-reaching character, Government should give the public 
‘adequate time so as to afford it full opportunity to discuss it in all its details. 


Legislate in haste and repent at leisure is sound advice, and Government will do 
well to keep it in mind. 


54, Tho able and elaborate memorial prepared by the Bombay Presidency 
Kaiser-o-Hind (120), 30th Association on the Sedition Bill, and adopted at yester- 
poe se day’s public meeting, will, we dare say, remove all 
doubts, if doubts existed at all, of the truly Draconic 
character of this latest attempt of our legislators at framing press laws. The 
document, which is exhaustive enough and replete with irrefutable arguments, 
is a very moderate statement of reasons why the Bill should beeither withdrawn 
or considerably modified. It is pure hypocrisy to say that Government is 
treating the press with leniency when it refrains from having recourse again 
to the Vernacular Press Act of odious memory. India at this moment requires 
the advocacy of the accomplished and liberty-loving Mr. James Maclean to 
smash every argument urged and every statement made by both the Law 
Member and the Viceroy. But it is some satisfaction to note that other less 
able publicists are not behind in denouncing this measure, which is ten times 
more odious, tyrannical and repressive than the Black Act of 1878, Even the 
leading orgapgof Anglo-Indian opinion in Calcutta, which at the outset seemed to 
look at the Bill with some kind of favour, now openly disfavours it, and strongly 
urges on the Government to withdraw it altogether as serving no useful purpose. 
Let us hope, now that the country is thoroughly aroused to the enormity of the 
infamous measure, and that Indian and Anglo-Indian publicists and organisations 
are vigorously protesting against it, there is some hope of a modification, though 
we are not so sanguine as to think that the Bill will be withdrawn. No, that 
would be too humiliating, Toswallow a pill so bitter would militate against the 
best traditions of the bureaucracy, whose motto is never to acknowledge defeat. 
No, the Government will persist, in its precipitate course, even if it breaks its 
head; but it will never lower its ‘ prestige’ by withdrawing or emasculating 
the Bill so as to make it a dead letter on the statute book. Let us see. 


55. Conscience makes cowards of us all. In the case of our rulers it 
appears from the recent experience that it makes them 

ee on the Post Office suspicious at least, if not cowards. They smell sedi- 
Mahratta (7), 30th Jan, | tion in every breeze that blows, and in every dark 
corner they fear a midnight murderer. We fear 

this spectre of sedition has seized the minds of most of the Anglo-Indian 
authorities, and there is no saying to what absurd freaks and ridiculous 
extremities it will drive them. Like the Educational and many other depart- 
ments the Postal Department also seems to have engaged the serious attention of 
Government, and the outcome of it is now before the public in the form of a 
new Postal Bill. Some two or three sections of this Bill demand special notice. 
Section 20 lays down that “no person shall send by post any indecent or 
obscene printing, painting, photograph, lithograph, engraving, book or card 
or any other indecent or obscene article, or any postal article having thereon or 
on the cover thereof any words, marks or designs of an indecent, obscene, 
seditious, defamatory, or grossly offensive character.”” Section 23 provides that 
“any officer in charge of a postal office or empowered by the Post Master 
General in this behalf may open or unfasten any newspaper or other article 
in course of transmission by post which he suspects to have been sent in 
contravention of any of the provisions of the Act, and cither detain or destroy 
such article at pleasure.” ‘The officer in charge of a postal office must in- 
deed grow to bea very powerful and unique personage after the passing of 
this Bill; for, as soon as this Bill is transformed into an Act and the postal 
officer is empowered by the Post Master General, he will acquire the super- 
human power of suspecting a closed newspaper to contain sedition without 
reading the contents thereof. Superhuman indeed! But not only that. 
The postal officer is soon going to be even a judge, proficient in the law 
of sedition and competent to distinguish between the minutest shades and 
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differences of the sedition law. A thoughtful judgo is the work of time; but 
as for judges of another type, we see that Government can hammer out as many 
of them as are necessary at the anvil of the Legislative Council. Further on, 
Section 26 says that in times of public emergency the Indian or the Local Gov- 
ernment or any specially authorised officer may direct that any postal article 
shall be intercep dd, detained or delivered to the Government. As to the exist- 
ence of a public emergency, the certificate of a Secretary to the Government 
shall be a conclusive proof ! 


56. While on this subject of sedition, we should like to speak of the Post 
Yhamoion (2), 80th J Office Bill, which is now engaging the attention of 
Champion (2), 80th van. our Supreme Legislative Council. The Post Office 
Bill —what has that got to do with sedition? Yes, we put the same question 
when our attention was drawn to the Bill, but the reader will presently see that 
this innocent measure, like many innocent things, hides much. Our rulers here 
are in such an utter state of funk—there is no other word that will as accuratel 
describe the condition of their mind—that they intend to watch the letters and 
papers which pass through the post office and to confiscate those which contain 
“seditious”? matter. Could anything be morc absurd and reactionary ? Iiis 
Excellency Lord Elgin’s advisers must be off their heads, but let the sections 
of the proposed Bill speak for themselves. The paper then quotes Sections 20 
and 26 and remarks :—Now all this looks innocent and proper, but any one, 
and especially those who have lived in India during the stormy year of 1897, 
can see what admirable instruments for suppressing a gy te these sections 
will be. No trial, no nothing, as the children say. The Governor-General in 
Council thinks a certain newspaper to he seditious and he quietly confiscates it. 
a could be simpler, nothing could be more effective, and yet Mr. Chal- 
mers told us that he did not desire—had not the slightest desire—to interfere 
with the liberty of the press. But Parliament will soon bein session, and 
Lord George Hamilton, like other mortals, will have to render his account, and 
we would give a considerable sum of money to be present when he is brought 
face to face with the English Radicals, and we would give all we possess to be 
one of those Radicals, for we would tell His Lordship many home truths, and 
we should not be particularly choice in our words either. 


57. The report of the Select Committee on the Bill to amend the District 
Police Act is just out, but we are afraid it is rather 
Remarks on tho report of disappointing. There is no doubt that, as amended, 
the Select Committee on the the Bill is better than what it was in its original form. 
ll ae Pr Bombay But there is more improvement required. The 
hk ek (15), 3ist Changes made in the Bill are merely verbal and not 
Jan., Eng. cols. | of much consequence, The dissent of Mr. Chanda- 
varkar confines itself to the objection against the 
extension of the term “ inhabitant ’’ so as to include in it landlords not residing 
in the local area. But the most important minute, to our mind, seems to be of 
Mr. Garud, who has objected to the whole Bill on general grounds of principle, 
The greatest objection against the Bill is that there is no case made out for its 
enactment, Excepting the principle of harmony the mover of the Bill did not 
bring any other argument to his aid. Is the present law insufficient? Who 
says so? What are the opinions of the district officers? The Legislature has 
no other opinion before it. It is too late to impress on the mind of the Goy- 
ernment that the assumption of arbitrary power does not tend to the proper 
administration of the country; nor will they understand that the police is 
already too strong and powerful for the mgek and mild inhabitants of this pre- 
sidency. Too much legislation is an evil for the country, especially legislation 
of this character. : 


58. Commenting on the City of Bombay Improvement Bill, the Mumbai 
Vaibhav says :—The composition of the Board is most 

Comments on the City of wngatisfactory. There is no necessity whatever tu 
A ha aibhow (69), a appoint on the Board the’ Oommanding Officer of 
Feb, » the Bombay District and the Municipal Commis- 
) sioner. One of these two seats should be given toa 
representative of the Mill-owners’ Association, The Chairman of the Board 


should be elected by the Board from among themselves. 
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Education. 


59. An organized opposition to a thing that is prima fucie so good as the 
3 ee opening of a private institution for higher education 
Irv. Pt taabaeca | and is such a novel thing in the annals of our University 
Indian Bpeetator (4), 80th that people will, no doubt, ask what possible motives 
n, could those be which actuated a number of hitherto 
liberal-minded Fellows of the University, when, for 
one reason or another—and each of them a weak one—they asked the Senate to 
negative the proposal of the Syndicate to recognize the new Law College 
which & band of experienced and highly respected lawyers, working under the 
leadership of a gentleman against whose integrity of purpose and soundnoss 
of judgment none in the presidency, at any rate, dare raise a whisper—we 
mean the Honourable Mr. Justice Badrudin Tyabjl_—pro oses to open in Bom- 
bay for imparting sound legal instruction. The recognition of an institution by 
the University could up to this time be had fer the asking, and we can surely 
point out that this recognition has in the past been given to institutions which 
gave no adequate guarantee that the staff to work them would be of the mini- 
mum efficiency needed. The opponents of the new College of Law sang 
profuse praises of the three gentlemen who are now the Professors of the 
Government Law School, but it is a significant fact that they could not 
echo in the Senate Hall the petty-spirited and the narrow-minded attack that 
was made outside on the morning of the day previous to that of the Senate 
meeting on the staff of the new private Law School. Almost every one of 
this staff Was been either a legal practitioner of long standing and established 
reputation and at one time or another appointed by the University itself to 
examine at even its highest examinations in Law or in Arts, Comparisons 
are undoubtedly odious, but when men praise one set of teachers and say they 
are superior to another, they should certainly be prepared for a retort in kind, 
which, however, neither the supporters of the new College of Law thought it 
meet to descend down to, in spite of provocation, and as to which we too 
shall follow their noble example, We only wish that this will not serve 
as a precedent in future, and that in the sacred precincts of a learned body 
like the Senate no attempt will be made to pass judgment on the comparative 
literary attainments of teaching staffs of rival institutions, ‘Ihe only valid 
consideration, whenever a new institution seeks recognition, is whether it has 
a staff possessing the minimum efficiency. If it has it, our University is bound 
to recognise the institution, every other consideration, save that of the social 
standing of the personnel of the management, being a wholly alien one, 
and no one will deny that, from either point of view, the teaching staff or the 
board of the new institution is much higher than the necessary minimum. The 
political opinions of a majority of this staff may not be those which commend 
themselves to Government or to the ruling race, but it would be an evil, day, 
indeed, on whicha difference as to political views shall be all,wed to sway 
decisions in matters purcly educational. 


60. If the School Final Examination is the test for admission into Gov- 


ernment service, it is difficult for the lay mind to 
_ Certain reforms proposed understand why tle University should be asked to 
2 oe eee School hold it. Like the other public service tests, it ought, 
10N. ° . 
Vartahar (99), 4th Feb. roperly speaking, to be directly under the control of 
overnment. Passing from this question of control, 
let us indicate a few of the reforms which can with advantage be intro- 
duced in this examination. In the first place, why should subjects, other 
than those recognised by the Government, be prescribed for this examination ? 
If the examination is to serve solely as a test for entering Government service, 
and if Government do not recognise subjects other than those officially pre- 
scribed, what is the good of including such in the curriculum? If any other 
career, as that of medicine, engineering, agriculture, or arts, had becn opts to the 
successful candidates, it would have been another matter. We would, indeed, pray 
that such facilities should be thrown opentothem. A candidate who passes with 
Mathematics or Science as his optional subject will find especial facility in fol- 
lowing his course at the Engineering or the Medical College, but 90 long as he 
is not allowed to do so, what is the good of pestering him with these subjects ? 
Lastly, we do not understand why the School Final Examination is not held 
simultaneously with the Matriculation. Some of the subjects, like English 
and the second language, are the same, and the rest can, with a few alterations, 
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be easily made to fit in with the programme for the latter examination. This 
Papen if apes out, will effect a great saving to the University as well as to 
e students. 


Native States. 


61. The Kdthidwddno Himdyati complains that the report on the admi- 
nistration of the Native States published bythe Bombay 

Remarks on the Adminis- Government does not contain sufficient information 
tration Report of the Native about the judicial administration in each Native State, 
States issued by the Bombay and gays that the judicial machinery in several of the 


OF dao iies Himayati Native States in Kathidwdr is far from perfect and 
(152), 30th Jan. requires urgently to be reformed by the Govern- 
ment. 


62. The Rajyabhakta objects to the appointment of Major Ashby as 
Objection raised against Judicial Assistant, Kathidwar, on the ground that he 
the appointment of a mili, 18 military officer, saying that it is hardly fair to 
tary officer as Judicial Assist- appoint a military man to a judicial post, that such 


ant, Kathiéwar. appointments have always been objecivu to in the past 
Oasis (160), Ist and that Government will be pleased to take the 


objection into their consideration this time. 


63. The census of the city population carried on during the past week 
under the supervision of the eight Divisional Super- 
Anti-plague measures in jntendents is nearing completion, and the extra esta- 
“or Sayéji Vyjaya (20) blishment employed for search, segregation and sanita- 
29th Jan., ihe. hang ’ tion being fully orgavised, the work of stamping out 
the epidemic is now everywhere in full swing. It 
may now be safely said that hardly a case of ordinary sickness, much less 
of plague, remains undetected for over 24 hours. ‘Thorough search, isolation 
of the plague patient, with segregation of the residents of the infected house, as 
also the disinfection of the house and the cleaning of the locality, have now 
become more prompt and thorough than before, and if there is any efficacy in 
these measures, as certainly there ought to be, Baroda is bound to be free from 
the grip of the epidemic much sooner than was the case with the plague-ridden 
cities in Deccan and Gujarat. 


Intelligence extracted from the Press, 


64. <A meeting of the inhabitants of the Poona City and Cantonment was 
held on the 30th ultimo in the new hall of the Sarva- 
Public meeting at Poona janik Sabha to give a public expression to their views re. 
to consider the propored garding the proposed amendments in the Indian Penal 
a - Pog Indian Code and the Criminal Procedure Code, As the 
apa gt gay riminal Plague Committee had objection to more than 200 
Kesar: (54), 1st Feb. people coming together for the meeting, chairs were 
arranged for 200 persons only. Mr. R. D. Nagarkar 
was called to the chair, and Mr. Krishnaji Hari Kelkar read the first resolution, 
entering a strong and emphatic protest against the g° eer changes in the 
existing law of sedition as utterly destructive of the liberty of thought and 
the freedom of the press. Professor i. placed the resolution before 
the meeting and it was passed unanimously. committee was then appointed 
to draw up a memorial in accordance with the above resolution and to submit 
the same at an early date to the Government of India in the Legislative Depart- 
ment. After a vote of thanks to the Plague Committee for allowing the 
meeting to be held and a similar one tothe chairman for presiding at the 
meeting the proceedings came to a close. | 


oo 65. Our correspondent from Sidhpur (Baroda) 
Reported serious distursanee wires that some sa of that place havin 
in Sidhpur Ba - “agin S 
State. assembled this morning have looted houses and even 
Shri Sayaji Vyaya (20), yegorted to fire. The Nagarshet’s house, valued at 
20th Jaa,, Eng. cols, Rs. 10,000, was demolished. 
| G, M. SA’THE, 
Reporter on the Native Press. 
Office of the Reporter on the Native Press, _ : | 
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12 | The Din Bandhu = se ..| Bombay yea o| Weekly ... ns 1,000 
13 ” Dnya in Chakshu ... os ».| Poona ,.. coe ee Do. ? 1,000 
14 Dnydanodaya ee ..| Bombay es ja as 50é 
15 »» Indu Prakésh ove - mG. oo | Bi-weekly 900 
16 », Kamydr or Workman ,, Do. o0e | Weekly... . 1,700 
17 » Mantri oe se ..| Poona... aes ee vie 800 
18 99 Native Opinion ... oe a Bombay pa ce si-weekly me 700 
19 » Prabhakar ‘is i bas Do. ve| Daily i 500 
20 ,, Shri Saydji Vijay ene ..| Paroda... oe | Bi-weekly ees 2,500 
91 9 Subodh Patrik ik ees eee e me Bombay ees ‘ue Weekly ies coe 450 
: 99 ,, sudharak,,. ose va sect LOOMA 5s: nt Do. ie 3,000 
93 », Vartahar ,.. lan iia | Bombay sie Do, 1,500 
MaRATHI, 
94 | ‘The Aram soe | Bombay e | fortnightly 500 
AS ” Arunoday’ eee ° . Thana oe ee eee Weekly coe 700 
96 9 A! ryivart «. ie .-| Dhulia... mae i Do. 905 
27 » Belgaum Samfchér bea ' | Belgaum eek a ‘js 248 
23 - Bhut eee o00 eos | Bombay | Hortnightly 1,000 
99 » Chandanshu eee : ..| Tasgaon ms veal SR GORIY 4. 100 
30 5, Chandrakant ee ins | Chikodi ss ne eae ae 200 
31 » Chandrodaya ... ve | Chiplun is vi Do. 250 
32 5» Chikitsak... s eee ca ..| Belgaum ne eh ee 650 
33 » Chitragupta ... ia ..| Karfd ... aa 7 oe E 900 
34 » Daivadnya Mitra ase “ »+.| Bombay wo| Monthly ... aes 500 
35 ‘s ig Samachar... " Do. ss ok. aa ns 300 
36 », Dakhan Samachar = ..| Chikodi ” 2 a es 500 
37 » Dakshin Vritt ..| Kolhapur sa ooo; Weekly eee : 160 
38 » Deshakdlavartamdn eee} Mrandol ae a ee ae vi 60 
39 “ Dhanada. ee is cee ..| Vengurla a ies Saha  <agd 2 650 
40 », Dharwar Vritt ... 7. eee} Dharwar ev oof Weekly . coe 900 
41 9 SPRORCCH 46, 00 sa »» eee | Belgaum oe a ee eee eee 
42 5, Dnydn Prakash ... és ooo eee] Poona oo : oof Do. ee 700 
43 | , Dnydn ok ae ae eee oa Oo °. 350 
44 » Ganga Lahari = arr ..| Nasik ... ss a Do. a 913 
45 » Gurokhi ... ae mf .| Bombay i eo Do. oes 1,200 
46 » Gurakhi ... son ols ie Gee " ee | Daily we 4,000 
47 » Hindu Punch .. ve | Thana... ‘a »o.| Wee Aly. eee 680 
48 ,, Jagadidarsh  — se me 208 ...| Ahmednagar ,. ak: Aa = 400 
49 , Jagad-hitechchhu - ey Sean ae ae ie 4,200 
50 » dagvatsamachar ... i ; eis Tae - a a wre 600 
51 »» Kalpataru.,., ‘ .| Sholdpur sw ee ie 376 
52 » Karmanuk oe ss ; oe] Poonadsee ee me Oe | ee + 2,300 
53 , Keral Kokil AY 53% : ...| Bombay 7 ...| Monthly... “ 2,000 
54 "TBR caer, MMMM v1 ee .».| Poona... ..) Weekly ... ase 6,900 
65 », Kh4ndesh Chitragupta as ve} Dhulia ia eS as is 125 
56 ,, Khdndesh Vaibhav... ee So Se ee 235 
57 7 Khara Prakar eee eee eee Bombay eee ee Monthly did eee 2,000 
58 » Kumtha Vritt ... hi ...| Kumta me roo) WeOKIY ... - 200 
59 ne Lokaseva .. one - ; cool N&wik , “ry: _ Do. coe 250 
60 ‘ Madatnis ... 4 0° + Ratnagiri ne +2 aa 200 
61 ,, Madhu Makshika aS 8 pia Belgaum ai oe ie a af 650 
62 ie "| OER Oem: ate Nee od ae ee 1a 125 
Se. es eC TC rrr me. om 250 
64 ,, Mahdrdshtra Sanchar ... os ...| Poona... ¥ ae : 300 
65 eRe ntnay UNNI gg gg Ra gga Ms ‘a 259 
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66 | The Mitra and Gorakshan Sam4chér sect LOOMED coe a ...| Monthly ... oes 500 
67 9 Mitrodaya eee eee eee eee Satara... se ee Weekly eee ee 150 
68 9 Moda Vritt eee eee ee ee Wai eee eee TY Do. eee ee 1,200 
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81 5, Prabodh Ratna ... es ie ec-| BAYS1 os. ous a Do. fa 140 
82 ee vs a vs ..| Isl4mpur ve as Do. ar 300 
83 » Raghav Bhushan oe ee | Vela ... ee eel Do. - 200 
84 » Ratnakar .. si ve i — ee os) 0s - 25 
85 is SadyasthityA4darsh ave oe »..| Poona .. oe Monthly ... eee 100 
86 » NSansthdnik vee soe re 2 Fortnightly eee 500 
87 » Satys Sadan we ...| Alib&g.. ‘s ‘ Do. ‘aie 300 
88 »» Satya Shodhak a ee ...| Ratndgiri ..| Weekly ... es 600 
89 » NSatyavakta oe _ nor ..| Vengurla ool aoe os rn 
90 »  Shikshak . se ose .o| Chikodi eee} = Do. re 25 
91 » Sholapur Samachér te ia .| SholApur a a - 375 
92 5 Shubh Suchak ... pe vee | Satara ... oe a: oe eee 250 
93 5, sudarshan vr ove ses oo Ahmednagar ... vee} Do. vei 175 
94 », sudhdakar oe ote a ite ls ea a a il 275 
95 » Sumant... re ‘i oe ose] DRATAG «s ‘a a ae ee 200 
- 96 » cLuké4rém ... we ane ; Ahmednagar ai coo} = Do. . ae wie 
97 », Udyogavriddhi ... ion | Poona .. - <<: a. ws 400 
98 5» Vartddarsha “se me wt Mélvan “a os at “ 125 
ee eee ..| Bombay wo: Ee -weekly - 750 
100 » Vartdnidhi ses res ce ..o| Poona. .. eee .| Weekly .. . 1,500 
101 »  Watandar... ian le! ee Bijdpur @ a om : 350 
102 »» Vengurla Vritt ... ‘ai e | Vengurla a Do. oo 125 
103 »  SaOReT si ove ois | Kérwér = Do. Re 700 
104 9» Vidya Vilds aa a - fe Kolhapur oan ; ae - 550 
105 »» Vikshipta .. ove eee ; ...| Bombay eee Do. me 1,809 
106 ee Virashaivamata Prakash ..., Akalkot ch ‘a Do. ; 10G 
107 »» Vividh Dnydn Vistar .| Bombay oe ..»| Monthly ... : 550 
108 »,  Vrittas4r ... i, ( aa son | Weekly ... ; 400 
109 » VrittSindhu ... ...| Kérwar... eee Do. Ps rT 
110 »  Vritt Sudha at wa ...| Satara ... sas ‘ Do. , 110 
lil so V¥epen .. eee jo] FOONS o0 ae Do. 500 
ANGLO-GUJARA’TI. 
112 | The Broach Samachar * ...| Broach coe | Weekly ... Re 200 
113 » Deshabhakta = ,..| Baroda is * DO. ens ai es 
114 » Guijaréti ... m. ..| Bombay it ee aa 3,0C0 
115 » Gujarat Mitra... is ..| Surat oof §=D0. *% 700 
116 », Gujardt Satya Samsher .. 2 scot a0Oe ioe mv ee . 995 
117 | » Hindi Punch “ ,..| Bombay eee a a i 525 
118 | ,, Hindusthdn iin 3 2. og a 950 
119 »» Independent is Ss as ee eee o-| Do. “4 500 
120 | ,, Kaiser-e-Hind .., ol ee ooo ae. ve 2,700 
121 » Kathidwar News... a ...| Rajkot mn -.| Bi-weekly = 250 
122 ,, Panch Mahal Times ...| Godhra a ..| Weekly re 400 
123 », Rast Goftar ‘is ne ...| Bombay ae | ‘DO, e 1,700 
124 55 Shri Sayaji ts ia “en ...| Baroda ses | Do. " 2,000 
125 »» Sury’ Prakash mes ...| Surat ‘. — 200 
GUJARA'TI, 
126 | The Ahmedabad Times “ ...| Ahmedabad .. ee} Weekly , - 250 
127 »» Ajab ‘es ae a ste ...{ Surat... me reel Monthly ... “ 400 
128 », Akhbér-e-Islam ... st ee ...| Bombay “ w| Daily — 1,600 
129 » Akhb4re Soddgar . = og Do. om ‘a Do. * 1,200 
130 » Arajadar ... ‘ose rae ms ..| Baroda eee eo] Weekly i 500 
131 » A’ry& Dharm Prak&sh .,, ‘i ..| Bombay Tr .»-) Monthly 0s 495 
132 » Bhim Sen.. ee me ik ae 6c | DOUG cscs 1,200 
133 | » Bombay Samfchar tiara ime ss v | m4 3 3,100 
134 »» broach Mjtra _... " ie »s-| Broach = --| Weekly .. a 
135 »» -Buddhi Pr “akésh ene ae "7 ..| Ahmedabad ... we Monthly ..., vee aa 
136 {| 1 Cambay Gazette .. as >. eea| Cambay ‘ia fe ee ae 3 
137 9 SJE ses =e = ee wes} Surat ... i : Do. 
138 » Chhatrapati ia ine “ ...| Bombay = v©| Weekly .., 
189 Deshi Mitra wis ‘ i wt surat ... - on ne er 


Names of Newspapers. 


Place of Publication. 


a 


Number of 
Copies issued , 


GUIARA’TI—continued, 


The Din Mani — oe 


Dnydn Sudha _4., 
Dny4a Vardhak ,. 
Fursad ... ie 

Gap Sap ... eee 

Gul Afsh4an 

Hitechchhu saa 
J4m-e-Jamshed . 
Jangali... 

Kachha Samdch4r 

Kaira Khetiwadi Patri .. 
Kaira Vartaman .. 
Kathiawadno Himéyati... ee 
Kaéthiawar Krishi see 
Kithidwar Times... iss 
Kelavni ... ‘ee iv 
Nure Elam ies “os 
Nydyadarshak . ae 
Praja Mitra oe 
Praja Pokaér eos 
Rajyabhakt& 
Samsher Bahadur 

Satya’ Mitra a 
Satyavakta oe 

Stri Bodh... 

Stri Mitr% 

Surat Akhbér 
Svadesh Bandhu ... ia 
Udichya Hitechchhu spa 
Vaishnava... wth 
Vishvadarshan in 
Vydpak =. aaa ces 


ANGLO-KA’NARESE. 


The Hubli Patra 


ENGLISH, MARATHI AND KANARESE. 


The Karnatak Patra ... 


99 


Rajahansa 


KA’NARESE, 


The Chandrodaya 


Karnatak Vaibhav 
Karnatak Vritt ... 
Lok& Bandhu 

Loka& Mitra a 
Mayurpur Vaibhav 
Rasik Ranjini 

Satya Vritt vas 
Subodh Chandrika 
Vidya Santan Patra 


MARA’THI AND Ka’NARESE. 


The Chandrika 


39 


Siddheshvar 


ENGLISH AND HINDI. 


The Pandit 


The Shri Venkateshvar Samachar 


HINDI. 


URDU. 


The Aina-i-Hind 


Alam Aphroz Bambai ... 
Azad Punch 

India Gazette  ...- 
Justice of the Peace 
Makbul-e-Aalum 
Munsif-i-Deccan ... 
Muslim Heraid 
Nayar-i-Islam 
Punch Eahéitur 
Safir.. oe 
Sult4n-ul- Akhb4r... 


Broach... 


.| Ahmedabad 


sui Ahmedabad ee 
...| Bombay 

..| Godhra 

...| Bombay 

..| Nadiad 

...| Kaira 

‘i — 


- 0. 
..| Rajkot 
...| Baroda 
...| Bombay ve 
.| Ahmedabad 

..| Karaéchi 

svsl UES . cs 

..| Bombay 

-| Ahmedabad 


| Kaira sss 
-| Bombay 


| Hubli ... 


| Dharwar 


Do. 


oes Dharwar 
.| Bij japur 


Dharwar 
Do. 


| R4nebennur ... 
...| Navalgund 
.| Gadag 


..| Bagalkot 


Do. 


Poona... 


| Weekly ... 
Do. 


saa Fortnightly 
one woe. 
.»| Weekly .. 

.| Daily 


Fortnightly 
...| Bi-weekly 
..| Weekly ... 


oe. ti 
as a 
ai. eee 
Do. m 


: Monthly ... 


me Monthly .. oes 
...| Fortnight! v 
.| Weekly .. 


i 


| Weekly « 


Fortnightly 
| Weekly .. 


Weekly ... 


.| Weekly ... 


...| Monthly ... 
yee Tri-monthly 
..| Weekly .. 
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Names of Newspapers. | 


Number of 


No. Place of Publication. Edition, Copies issued. 
ENGLISH, MARA'THI AND GUJABA'TI. 
201 | The Baroda Vatsa! ... sie me »»»| Baroda ove | Weekly .,. abe 550 
EneuisH, Mara’tH1, GusaRa’tt 
AND KONKANI. 
202 | The Garibancha Kaivéri (Amicus Pauperum)) Bombay ave ooo} Fortnightly ove 1,500 
MARA’rHI AND URDU. 
208 | The Gulbarga Samdchér ... ... | Gulbarga  ... 00) Weekly we ae 450 
ANGLO-SINDI. 
204 | The Lux... ‘si ve ‘ss sas .. | Hyderabad (Sind) ...| Fortnightly __.,., oes 
205 » Frabhat ... ide one im ee. eoe| Weekly .., an 500 
SINDI- 
206 | The Khairkhah ... iui sai ...| Karachi iis ...| Weekly ... oe 600 
207 99 Muin-ul-Isl4m eee eee see eee Do. eee eee Do, eee eee 200 
208 », sind Sudhar Kis te ne a oe on a aa: ‘i 6090 
ANGLO-PORTUGUESE. 
209 |O Anglo-Lusitano ... “oe oe ere a wee ee ne es 1,000 
PoRTUGUESE-KONKANI. 
210 |The Luso-Concanim ... + eee = eee} Bombay wis woo] Weekly ooo in 550 


Notes.—A. The notices from the different Newspapers have been collected in the Report under different heads 
which are printed in italics. 


B. The names of Newspapers are printed in the margin of the Report in italics, and the number of the News- 
paper in the above list is printed in brackets after the name, 


vernacular words followed by the Reporter is the same as that adopted in the 
Official Spelling List of the Bombay Presidency, One peculiar feature of this system is that wnen the long (a Of 
or d) is the last letter of a word, the accent is left out, and the short a(S] =u in gun) is, to prevent confusion, 
never placed at the end of a word, This rule has been strictly followed, except that when the short a appears to be 
absolutely necessary to complete the pronunciation of a word, asin Arunodaya or the well-known Mitra, it is printed 
with a mark over it to indicate that it is short, thus—-d, 


D. The figures giving the circulation or number of copies published of each newspaper and periodical as 


(, 


The system of spellin 


en hoe “—% h Inky es) 
es FS, eee +. Asa,” Be Ft es Me 


furnished by the proprietor, are not guaranteed as accurate, and in some instances musi _be regarded with caution, 


fs 
een 
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Politics and the Public Administration, 


1. The present speech will be read with interest by the Indian people, 
Her Majesty ‘ the Queen’s who on similar occasions are almost forgotten by Her 
speech at the opening of Majesty. Wecannot say that. the references to Indian 
Parliament, matters are accurate in all details; but for that, the 
os wae —— (15), 10th present Ministry who drafted the speech are to blame. 
AB geese The frontier troubles are referred to as the organised. 
outbreak of fanaticism, but the people of England have yet to know how much 
brevet-mania has to do with the complications on the north-western frontier. 
The plague is referred to in Her Majesty’s speech as being less alarming than 
last year, which every one here knows is not the case. Last year the epidemic 
had got hold of only a few cities and towns like Bombay, Kardchi, Poona and 
others; this year it has raged till now, with even greater fury, in all the above 
places except Karachi, and has spread over a large tract of this presidency, 
devastating Satara, Sholapur, Ahmednagar, Belgaum and many other towns and 
villages, which were last year entirely unaffected. 


2. Past politics are usefulso far as they teach us what to do in connection 
with present politics. Hence the one reflection, above 
Present system ofadminis- ql] others, suggested by Sir William Hunter is certainly 
tration in India and the this: Whether the present system of administration, 
alleged exclusion of Natives ° ; : : 
acticin. which even now practically excludes natives of India 
Champion (2), 6th Feb. from participating in the higher functions of Govern- 
ment, is statesmanlike. When even men of proved merit 
and ability are seldom allowed the opportunity to display their powers of adminis- 
tering a province ; when the selfish interests of a class of monopolists, who are the 
masters of the situation, are supported by a physical force on which they make 
no secret of ultimate reliance,—when such is the condition of things, how can 
Indians ever hope to qualify themselves to be the administrators, in the sense 
in which Sir Salar Jang, Sir Dinkar Rao, and Sir Madhav Rao were adminis- 
trators in Native States? We are glad to notice that in this respect the States- 
man, in its issue of the 28th ultimo, speaks plainly and in unmistakable terms : 
“The conclusion, at all events, seems unavoidable, that our political system in 
India, if it is not fatal to the development of high administrative capacity among 
the natives of the country, must be incompatible with its full recognition and 
practical utilization; and the question naturally suggests itself whether such 
a condition of things can be conducive to the welfare of the country or con- 
sistent with its good government.” Who will answer the question? Will 
Lord George Hamilton reply or Lord Elgin? We entirely despair of these 
temporarily exalted ‘statesmen.’ They are not of the stuff of which statesmen 
are really made—statesmen who can judge for themselves what are those things 
which are conducive to the welfare of India and its people, and what is 
consistent with good government. In fact, at the present moment, both seem 
to be doing the very opposite of that which contributes to the contentment and 
happiness of the people and which constitutes. good government, Under the 
circumstances would they mind taking a leaf from the book of the adminis- 
tration of the late Maharaja of Travancore, to which Sir William Hunter 
makes pointed allusion? ‘hat Prince “put down abuses without respect of 
person, made all men feel, almost for the first time in the kingdom, that they 
were equal before the law, and inaugurated reforms, based, indeed, upon British 
ideas, but patiently adapted to the wants and even the prejudices of his own 
people.’ Our modern British Indian rulers need hardly be told that they do 
not. reform abuses, which are therefore accumulating in the land and creating 
intense dissatisfaction, especially the abuses arising from arbitrary powers vested 
in a police known to be notoriously corrupt, and in magistrates of high and low 
degrees who are at once prosecutors, judges and juries, with what dire results 
we need not say. Neither do they reform abuses without respect of person. 
If that were the case, repeated agitations and representations to Government on 
the invidious distinctions continuously made between the European and the 
Indian would never be heard. We have only to refer to that crying grievance 
touching European soldiers shooting helpless and innocent villagers, and Euro- 
pean juries almost invariably discharging the murderers on the plea of being 
con ]823—3 
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No. | Names of Newspapers. | Place of Publication. Edition, lgeies foveal. 


~ — amr - Te 


Enouisn, Mara’ru anp Gusana’TI. 
201 | The Baroda Vatas! ,.. v0 ae »»»| Baroda oe ooo) Weekly ,,, see 550 


Enouisu, MaAra’THI, GUJABA’TI 
AND KONKANI. 


202 | The Garibéncha Kaivéri (Amicus Pauperum)) Bombay sis ooe| Fortnightly ove 1,600 


MaRA’rut AND Uppu. 


203 | The Gulbarga Samachar _... $08 | Gulbarga ...| Weekly ... si 450 


ANGLO-SINDI. 


204 | The Lux... ‘na ss ‘is ies .. | Hyderabad (Sind) ...| Fortnightly __,,, oes 
206 ” Prabhat ove o0° eee 008 o- Do. rr Weekly eee o0e 500 


SINDI. 
206 |The Khairkhah _... em oe «| Kardchi ‘i ..| Weekly ... ba 600 
207 » Muin-ul-Isl4m ... eee es wa Be ne a wee ee vee 200 
203 » Sind Sudh4ér “a eee isi wa an ae wan Me eae is 600 
ANGLO- PORTUGUESE. | 


209 | O Anglo-Lusitano me ive - eee Bombay oes ...| Weekly ,.. vee 1,000 


PORTUGUESE-KONKANI. 


210 The Luso-Concanim eee eee eee » Bombay eee eee Weekly o66 eee £50 


Notes —A. The noticcs from the different Newspapers have been collected in che Report under different heads 
which are printed in italics. 


B. The names of Newspapers are printed in the margin of the Report in italics, and the number of the News- 
paper in the above list is printed in brackets after the name, 


C, The system of spelling vernacular words followed by the Reporter is the same as that a in the 
Official Spelling List of the Bombay Presidcncy, One peculiar feature of this system is that when the long (a Of 
or @) is the last letter of a word, the accent is left out, and the short a(4 = u in gun) is, to prevent confusion, 
never placed at the end of a word, This rule has been strictly followed, except that when the short a appears to be 
absolutely necessary to complete the pronunciation of a word, asin Arunodaya or the well-known Mitra, it is printed 
with a mark over it to indicate that it is short, thus--d, 


D. The figures giving the circulation or number of copies published (of each newspaper and periodical as 
furnished by the proprietor, are not guaranteed as accurate, and in some instances must be regarded with caution, 
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Politics and the Public Administration, 


1, The present speech will be read with interest by the Indian people, 
Her Majesty the Queen's who on similar occasions are almost forgotten by Mer 
speech at tho opening of Majesty. Wecannot say that the references to Indian 
Parliament, | matters are accurate in all details; but for that, the 
Paget ergy (15), 10th present Ministry who drafted tho speech are to blame. 
phitel Rei a ecx The frontier troubles are referred to as the organised 
outbreak of fanaticism, but the people of England have yet to know how much 
brevet-mania has to do with the complications on the north-western frontier. 
The plague is referred to in Her Majesty’s speech as being less alarming than 
last year, which every one here knows is not the case. ‘Last year the epidemic 
had got hold of only a few cities and towns like Bombay, Kardchi, Poona and 
others; this year it has raged till now, with even greater fury, in all the above 
places except Karachi, and has spread over a large tract of this presidency, 
devastating Satara, Sholapur, Ahmednagar, Belssaum and many other towns and 
villages, which were last year entirely unaffected. 


2. Past politics arc usefulso far as they tcach us what to do in connection 
with present politics, UHence the one reflection, above 

Preacnt system of adminis- gl] others, suggested by Sir William ILunter is certainly 
tration in India and the this: Whether the present system of administration 
alleged exclusion of Natives 


ui which even now practically excludes natives of India 
Champion (£5, 6th Feb. from participating in the higher functions of Govern- 
ment, is statesmanlike. When even men of proved merit 

aud ability are seldom allowed the opportunity to display their powers of adminis- 
tering a province ; when the selfish intcrests of a class of monopolists, who are the 
masters of the situation, are supported by a physical force on which they make 
no secret of ultimate reliance,—when such is the condition of things, how can 
Indians ever hope to qualify themselves to be the administrators, in the sense 
in which Sir Salar Jang, Sir Dinkar Rao, and Sir Madhav Réo were adminis- 
trators in Native States? We are glad to notice that in this respect the States- 
man, in its issue of the 28th ultimo, speaks plainly and in unmistakable terms : 
“The conclusion, at all events, seems unavoidable, that our political system in 
India, if it is not fatal to the development of high administrative capacity among 
the natives of the country, inust be incompatible with its full recognition and 
practical utilization; and the question naturally suggests itsclf whether such 
a condition of things can be conducive to the welfare of the country or con- 
sistent with its good government.”” Who will answer the question? Will 
Lord George Hamilton reply or Lord Elgin? We entirely despair of these 
temporarily exalted ‘statesmen.’ They are not of the stuff of which statesmen 
are really made—statesmen who can judge for themselves what are those things 
which are conducive to the welfare of India and its people, and what is 
consistent with good government. In fact, at the present moment, both seem 
to be doing the very opposite of that which contributes to the contentment and 
happiness of the people and which constitutes good government, Under the 
circumstances would they mind taking a leaf from the book of the adminis- 
tration of the late Maharaja of Travancore, to which Sir William Hunter 
makes pointed allusion? ‘hat Prince “ put down abuses without respect of 
person, made all men feel, almost for the first time in the kingdom, that they 
were cqual before the law, and inaugurated reforms, based, indeed, upon British 
ideas, but patiently adapted to the wants and even the prejudices of his own 
people.” Our modern British Indian rulers need hardly be told that they do 
not reform abuses, which are therefore accumulating in the land and creating 
intense dissatisfaction, especially the abuses arising from arbitrary powers vested 
in a police known to be notoriously corrupt, and in magistrates of high and low 
degrees who are at once prosecutors, judges and juries, with what dire results 
we necd not say. Neither do they reform abuses without respect of person. 
If that were the case, repeated agitations and representations to Government on 
the invidious distinctions continuously made between the European and the 
Indian would never be heard, We have only to refer to that crying grievance 
touching Luropean soldiers shooting helpless and innocent villagers, and Euro- 
pean juries almost invariably discharging the murderers on the plea of being 
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not guilty. Equality before tho law is now-a-days a myth. It may be all 
right in theory, but in practice it is a scandal and one of the darkest blots on 
the system of British Indian administration. Then look at the reforms based 
upon British ideas, but adapted to the wants and feelings of the people, which 
are continually being suggested by those desiring the progress and enlightenment 
of their fellow-countrymen and the welfare of the country at large, and which 
reforms are as often promised and quictly shelved as asked for, What is the 
sum and substance of the agitation of the Indian National Congress since the 
date of its inception? What is the character of the many reforms it advocates 
at its annual sessions? Are they not all directed towards preventing abuses, 
insisting on equality before the law, and instituting reforms on British ideas, 
but consistent with popular sentiments and feelings ? 


3. The Gurdkhi says that the Bombay Government is very careful in its 

} _. expenditure on plague measures, and that, therefore, 

Pees vivian es elias 2 the resolution recently issued by it about the erection 

black and the white skin, Of health camps for the inhabitants of Bombay in the 

Gurdkhi (46), 6th Feb. suburbs distinctly provides that, except in the case of 

poor persons, the cost of the sheds is to be borne by the 

occupants. ‘he paper points out that this restriction is probably intended to 

apply only to the Hindus, as sheds have been erected for the Europeans in the 

compound of the European General Iospital at a cost of Rs. 5,000, sanctioned 

from the public treasury, and concludes that such distinctions observed in cach 
and every matter between the black and the white are utterly inequitable. 


4. The Jagalsamdcher points out another alleged instance of invidious 
ean. aks distinction heing made between the black and the 
eb. Sudhdkar (9 ' wip white, by referring to the cancellation of the appoint- 
es nent of Mr. Bhashyam oe as Advocate General 
of Madras by the Secretary of State. The paper observes that Mr. Bhashyam 
Tyengar was in every way fitted to hold the appointment and was generously 
recommended for it both by the Chicf Justice of the High Court and the 
Governor of Madras, This incident, says the paper, shows pretty clearly that 
the pledge held forth inthe Proclamation of 1858, that public offices would 
he bestowed only on considerations of merit and ability and without any 
distinction of caste or creed, was simply intended to remain a paper promise and 
no more. [The Sudhdkar of the 5th instant says that the Secretary of State 
did an act of injustice in cancelling the appointment of Mr. Bhashyam lyengar, 
but that the Natives must not complain of it so long as might is right. | 
5, Whenever the deplorable state of Indian peasantry is brought to the 
notice of the responsible authorities, a systematic 
1 Alloged deplorable Atato of attempt is often made on the part of responsible 
ndian peasantry. | ; , ‘ 
Mahritta (7), 6th Fob, statesmen to whitewash the black side of the picture. 
Leaders of the Indian National Congress have traced 
disaffection and discontent in India to the poverty of the rayat, The revenue 
settlement system has completely ruined the Indian land-owner, who now cannot 
free himself from the clutches of the siwkdr owing to the tight bonds and fast 
rules of assessment. ““ The bold peasantry, the country’s pride” is being slowly 
destroyed. If in ordinary times the land revenue system slowly but surely 
drags the rayat to the doors of the money-lenders, one can imagine the woes and 
miseries of the cultivators and peasant proprietors in the days of severe agricul- 
tural distress, It is proverbial that the Indian peasant, is unable to face even the 
slightest attack of scarcity and famine. ‘This being the real state of tho rayats, 
one ig rather wonder-struck to read it, in the administration report of the 
Bombay Presidency for the year 1896-97, as a boast that the mass of the 
cultivatore were able to maintain themselves without any help from the State. 
Those who have fully gauged the depth of the feeling of repulsion and hatred 
cherished by the Indian peasantry against the very idea of joining a relief work, 
those that are in a position to appreciate the sentiments of honour and pride 
which generally lead the Indian peasant to exhaust his credit to the utmost 
before consenting to be a relief labourer, will have to be moderate in their 
praise of the Government for successful famine administration simply on the 


grounds that the mass of cultivators were able to maintain themselves without 
any sort of State help. 


9 


6. The Indu Prakdsh says that, gery the speech made by Mr. 
Dadabhai Navroji at the Bloomsbury conference of 
Tono of Mr. Dadobhai Indians in London was very strong, every word in it 
joined. Bloomsbury specch way truc and well-weighed, and that Mr, Dadabhai 
Indu Prakésh (15), 7th eb, WS quite justified, under the circumstances, in makin 
, that speech in England and pointing out holdly a 
fearlessly the faults in the British Indian administration and thereby showing to 
the people of India that efforts for their political emancipation can be made with 
safety in Mngland, though not in India. In spite of such a strong speech, no 
one, adds the paper, dare attempt to do the least harm to Mr, Dadabhai, the 
liberty guaranteed by the law in England being wide enough to cover even such 
violent utterances. 


Recommendation to the i. the Moda Viritl recomments that Bal Gan- 
Famine Commission to exa. 8®dhar Tilak, who is at present in jail, should be 
mino Bal Gangadhar Tilak, Xamined as a witness before the Famine Commission, 
who is in juil,as a witness as ho happens to have collected a good deal of ine 
~~ . eae 8 formation about the recent famine in the Mahd4rdshtra 
Vob, oda Pritt (68), 1th and to have devoted a good deal of thought to the 

subject. 


8, The Monourable Mr. Tilak is being persecuted in jail for nothing. 
The local Government was guilty of a serios of huge 
Ror uost — ‘o blunders in prosecuting Mr. ‘Tilak to conviction. 
take Prosi Mr, ‘Tilak was prosecuted to appease the fury of th 
Indu Prakash (15), 10th Feb, ° 3 prosceutcd tO appease tune tury Of the 
Anglo-Indians roused by the murder of Mr. Rand. 
Tle should have been the last person to he selected for testing the efficacy of 
Section 124A. Me should not have been tried before a young and inexperienced 
Judge like Mr. Strachey, or handed over to the tender mercies of an infuriated 
Anglo-I[ndian jury, ignorant of the Marathi language. He should not have 
been obliged to endure the hardships of a convict’s life in jail, Permission should 
have been given to him to appeal to the Privy Council. ‘The universal opinion, 
except of those in authority, both in England and India is that Mr. Tilak has 
not obtained justice. An ex-lligh Court Judge has endorsed this view in a 
contribution to India. ‘Will not Government even now admit its mistake and 
release Mr. Tilak ? No doubt it requries great moral courage and liberality of 
mind to acknowledge a mistake. will the Government prove to the world that 
it is possessed of these virtues by releasing Mr. Tilak ? 


9. The conviction of Damodar Chapekar naturally raises the question 

about the future of the Natu brothers, ‘The suspicion 

Request to Government to that they had a hand in the tragedy has been altos 

releano tho Natu brothors. gether removed. Where is then the necessity of 
tdjyabhakta (160), 8th | ; py ae ; a ae 

Hel, cecping them in custody any longer? lave thoy any 

connection with the disturbances on the frontier ? 

Government ought to set them at liberty or to give them an opportunity of 

defending themselves. Parliament opens this weck and we helieve that ques. 

tions relating to the Natu brothers, the Tilak case, the amendment in the Indian 

Penal Code and the fronticr policy will be asked there, 


10, What may be called the last act in the Poona tragedy of the Jubilee 
night has been just played out in Poona, and Damodar 
_ttequost to Government to Chanekar has received the sentence of death. The 
release the Natu brothers and 4, ; ta 
Tilak in view of the con- ecision of the Sessions Judge is yet to be confirmed 
viction of Dainodar Chape- by the Iligh Court, and we will not, therefore, say 
kar. } ‘ anything about the merits of the case Pe yet. But 
BS age A oot 20), 700 supposing that the High Court upholds the decision, 
on ee does the duty of the Government end with the convice 
tion of Chapekar? Was not the Jubilee tragedy at the bottom of the arrest 
of the Natu brothers and the press prosecutions ? ILas not the idea of Govern- 
mont that there was a deop-laid political conspiracy in Poona been proved to 
be amyth? Can Government, therefore, with any show of justice, any longer 
keep the Natu brothers in jail? Should not Mr. Tilak also be taken out of the 
miserable hole in which he has been rotting for rc ig five months? English 
public opinion is now veering round in favour of Mr. Tilak and the Natus, and 
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Government cannot do anything better than gracefully get out of the awkward 
position by freeing Mr. Tilak and the Natus from jail. 


11. The replies which the Honourable Mr. Chitnavis has received from 
ited cee the Government of India to his questions are of the 
nitive of the veilies ts inter. usual nature. What the people would like to get 
ellations in the Supreme and from this right of interpellation in Councils is that 
rovincial Legislative Coun- they be protected from the vagaries and anomalies of 
cile and = van i bai the administration. But when in reply to the ques- 
oc Ee ‘. a ) tions of honourabie members the Government put 
forth vague and unsatisfactory. explanations, the right 

of the honourable gentlemen is as good as withdrawn, By pursuing the pre- 
sent policy and not taking the representatives of the people into their confidence 
the Supreme and the Local Governments are taking away with the left hand 
what they gave with the right one. We hope Government will see the 
unwisdom of this policy and adopt a more liberal tone in the interests of good. 
government and the material development of the ruled. 


12. Mr. Lionel Ashburner has contributed an article to the Westminster 
Review, entitled ‘ Political Disturbances in India.’ 
Remarks on Mr. Lionel Myr, Ashburner states that “the policy of the Govern- 
— ners econ aricie > ment has for some years offered a premium to seditious 
India,’ : disloyalty. The class books taught in the schools and 
Champion (2), 6th Feb, sold in the Government Book Depdts are found to 
contain almost as many false statements and deliberate 
perversions of history as those of the American schools in which hostility to 
England is habitually inculeated. A History of India by Rao Bahadur Mahi- 
patram Rupram, Educational Inspector, of which 30,000 copies were sold, de- 
scribed Clive as a ‘ loocha’ (blackguard), and the policy of Warren Hastings as 
“abhorrent.” Mr. Ashburner warms to his task as he goes on, He first 
accuses the Government of promoting sedition, next he charges it with 
honouring sedition-mongers, and, as if these were not enough, he asserts, in a 
left-handed sort of way, that the Bombay High Court is corrupt. This is 
what our friend writes in this regard: “The Judges are, of course, above all 
suspicion of corruption; but when large payments to subordinates in Bombay 
are frequently followed by remissions of sentence or acquittals of notoriously 
guilty convicts, the intelligent Native draws his own conclusions.” We ask 
Mr, Ashburner for names, and we should like to know what the Bombay 
High Court intend to do with this gentleman. Had we perpetrated such a gross 
libel, we know what would have happened tous. Mr. Ashburner is an old 
man—let that be his excuse. It is difficult to stop the babbling of old age, but, 
could it be stopped, what a lot of mischief would be saved ? 


13. Is Mr. Lionel "banat C.8.1., still living? We fancied he had 

/ een long since gathered to the majority. His article 
agg sage (120), 6th in the Westminster Review bic. ra us, however, 
" that he is alive and kicking, and, what is more, robust 
enough to pour on the devoted head of the Brahmins of Poona all the vials 
of his ancient wrath. There is nothing new in this. It only emphasises our 
conviction that English atmosphere and English spirit teach nothing to the 
fossilised Anglo-Indian who retires to his native country on the pension 
derived from the pockets of those whom he never misses a chance to revile and 
abuse, In this respect Mr. Ashburner is only typical of the class of men to 
which he belongs. But though his deep-seated venom for the Poona Brahmin 
has bated not a jot, he is constrained, in spite of himself, to acknowledge that 
the principal cause of the discontent and dissatisfaction growing in the land 
is the system of revenue assessments, This statement, coming from: one who 
was in his days a revenue “ authority ” in the "Bombay Presidency, is remark- 
able. It simply confirms what many others, who have conscientiously triea to 
diagnose the disease which has seized the body politic, have asserted long before. 
There is a screw loose somewhere, and that screw is in the system of revenue 
assessments, It may be that the system was originally calculated to benefit the 
rayat and that it now acts to his great disadvantage. But if so much is 
ssknowiedged, why do they not make a strenuous effort to remove those defects 
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which have gathered round the system so as to induce a condition of content- 
ment and happiness ? | 


14, As all the world knows, there is not a single native of India who is 


disloyal, On the other hand, if sedition does exist at 


An alleged sample of allin India, it lurks inthe bosoms of some of those un- 
Anglo-Indian loyalt 


scrupulous fire-eating Anglo-Indians, who, moved by 
Feb. "ha on (15 » 10th the worst and most selfish of motives, make it the 
business of their lives to abuse every native of India 
and everything Indian, There lies the real danger and we are pained to see the 
way in which Government tolerate the vilest abuse and calumny of Indians by 
heartless Anglo-Indians. And even very few Anglo-Indians will be found base 
enough to vomit the sort of poison which permeates the following passage from 
the pen of an Anglo-Indian, contributed to the columns of the Indian Daily 
News of Calcutta: “We (Englishmen) see now the fruits of our labours, The 
ancestors of those ungrateful Indians were formerly tillers of the soil, and 
through our benevolence and liberal spirit (liberal, indeed !) and our duty asa 
Christian Government, we spent money (whose?) in educating and making 
them civilised. We should have followed the treatment of Americans towards 
the Red Indians—exterminated the whole show.’ What have Lord Elgin and 
his worthy colleagues to say about this sample of an Anglo-Indian’s sweet 
temper? .Is it likely to induce the children of the soil to love the race of rulers 
that can p#educe such foul-mouthed, black-hearted monsters of iniquity ? 


15. Mark Twain, the well-known American author, has expressed a very 

low opinion about the Hindus in onc of his recent 

Opinion of Mark Twain hooks, Ie says that the Hindu deserves to be ranked 
ns og — (18), 10th with the ass, in spite of his vain and childish protest 
Feb, se ig to the contrary. Every Hindu will, no doubt, be 
highly offended with this opinion of Mark Twain. 
Mark Twain is not an Anglo-Indian and bears no grudge against us. He 
must have recorded his opinion about us in no spirit of spite or offence, 
but honestly and frankly, just as he formed it after shrewd observation. 
Why should not a self-respecting and independent American feel contempt 
for the grovelling and servile llindu, and why should the latter take offence 
if his real character is exposed? Do not the Hindus know that a majo- 
rity of the evils they suffer from are self-inflicted and that it lies wholly with 
them to free themselves from these? Mark Twain must have formed his opinion 
of the Hindu character after witnessing the rough treatment of third class 


Bombay travellers by an insolent Eurasian lad or the kicks unceremoniously 
administered to a Hindu by a European. 


16. It is patent to every one how the costly, vexatious and fruitless mea- 


sures adopted for the suppression of the plague have 


Request for the abolition brought business toa standstill in Bombay, but it 
of all quarantine restrictions. 


, may not be so well known how these measures are 
ana ree en a inflicting an amount of unnecessary hardship upon 
the people in the mofussil. We will, therefore, turn 
to the subject for a while. The time for paying the instalment of the land 
assessment has approached, but the people inthe mofussil have no money to pay 
it with, They have got their grain stores for sale, but they fiad no buyer 
for these at the usual rates, since many a grain merchant is confined to Bomba 
on account of the restrictions of quarantine. The consequence is that the rayat 
in the mofussil is obliged to part with his grain at a very cheap rate to find the 
money for paying the inexorable demand of the Sirkar and is thereby put to a very 
great loss, We, therefore, request Government to abolish all quarantine restric- 
tions and to content themselves simply with the medical examination of passengers 
at principal places and the detention of suspects only. [In its issue of the 11th 
instant the paper repeats the same suggestion, observing that experience has now 
shown beyond doubt that quarantine is completely useless for preventing the 
spread of the plague and is withal extremely costly and vexatious. | 


17. The Gurdkhi also prays for the abolition of quarantine in all places 


- on the ground that it has produced an inclination 
Gurakht (40), 9th Zep. among the people of Bombay to remain in Bombay 
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at all hazards rather than risk ten days’ detention in quarantine sheds, The 
paper thinks that the people have come to look upon quarantine camps 4s 
places worse than cattle-pounds, where thefts are committed and outrages upon 
the modesty of females attempted. It adds that such an impression about the 
quarantine camps alone explains the reluctance of the inhabitants of Bombay 
to leave the infected city, which they were so eager to quit last year when there 
was no quarantine, The paper thus concludes that Government had better 
abolish all the quarantine camps and trust to medical examination only of 
the passengers, especially as the establishment of quarantine has not been found 
to have had any perceptible effect upon the course and spread of the disease, 


18. The Deshabhakta does not think that the imposition of quarantine has 
ae : _ been successful in preventing the spread of the epidemic, 
Abolition of the quarantine and says that even admitting that the epidemic would 
camp at Anand desired, h d ere er ar i € th; 
Deshabhakta (113), 10th Fcb, Ave done greater mischief in the absence of this 
measure, it is a question whether quarantine should not 
be abolished when plague cases are seen to occur in quarantine camps, as at 
Anand, and especially when Government have prohibited fairs and other religi- 
ous gatherings and even caste dinners. The paper says that the cost of erection 
and maintenance of the quarantine camp at Anand has already been half a lakh 
of rupees, and threatens to sweil into a still Jarger figure if the plague continues 
and the camp is retained. 


19. The Ahmedabad Times makes a similar complaint about the occur- 

Ahmedabad Times (126 rence of plague cases in the Anand detention camp, 

6th Feb, ee » and requests Government to abolish it and to make 
some other arrangements. 


20. We are glad that the Honourable Mr. Wingate has recently issued a 
ee ae age resolution, by order of the Bombay Government, to 
tion recently issued by the low people from infected parts of the city to encamp 
Plague Department of Gove im open spaces in the suburbs. We only wish the 
ernment allowing people from authorities had issued it earlier. Prevention is better 
oe Bi Poorer ely them- — cure, and if they had done ° ag the — 
ams daca das Whe ordinary increase in the spread of the plague wou 
ssa erin wh, Pedra have is averted. It an too late even yet, and 
we only wish that proper effect is given to the resolution without the least 
delay. We hope that every facility will be given to the people to migrate 
temporarily from infected localities. [The same paper, in another place, requests 
the Plague Committee to move the leading wealthy Natives to erect sheds for 
persons of the middle class at a reasonable rent. | 


21. Active as the Bombay Plague Committee has become, there is one matter 
in which, we think, it would be well for it not to over- 
Suggestion to the Bombay ook slackness, We see the system of quarantine and 


: observation and examination paid much more atten- | 
its attention to the general 


cleanliness of the city. tion to than other equally important preventive and 
Indian Spectator (4), 6th precautionary measures. House-to-house visitation 
Feb. ’ in the less affected quarters at least seems to have be- 


come extremely slack, and one wonders where are the 
itinerant visiting J.P.’s or J.P.-ship-seckers. Concealment of cases is rather rife, 
and each instance of concealment means the addition of an infection-spreading 
centre. But, more than this we have to call the attention of the Plague Commitiee 
to the cleansing of the city in the affected as well as the unaffected parts. Evi- 
dencing activity in this matter has a reassuring effect. We miss, we will confess, 
the sulphur and dammar burnings, the removing of tiles, the whitewashing 
rounds, &c., of the last year. We miss with positive despondency that cleanli- 
ness of our streets and gutters which at this time last year and for months after- 
wards made us forget the familiar smells of Bombay streets and gutters. In 
such parts as Girgaum, for example, there are tenements where cases occur, but 
where practically not much is done after the detected patient is removed—no 


disinfection and cleansing of the sorroundings, no campaign against filth and dirt 


of the neighbouring locality. Now that the Plague Committee has got large 
reinforcements of officers and men, we trust an era of washing and cleansing the 
entire city all at one and the same timo will begin carnestly, Not on’ © erin- 
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tendents, but more labourers too, would seem to be wanted. As regards the 
congregation of men, too, something could be done to prevent that which may 
well be postponed. Take, for example, the Tramway Company’s work of laying 
a double line which is at present going on in the Girgaum Road, <A nuisance 
the labourers are to the neighbourhood where the work is in full swing. This and 
other things of like nature deserve as much attention, one should think, as segre- 


gation, quarantine, or drawing military cordons to hunt for plaguo cases in only 
a part of the town. 


22. <A correspondent writes :—The public scare or fright, which is the 


natural consequence of the purely occidental methods 
Remarks on the anti-plague of dealing with the disease, is, according to some 


measures of the Bombay thoughtful Natives, the cause of the high rate of 
Plague Committee. talit he vl tients. § ] 
hampton (2), 6th Feb. mortality among the pang ue pouent?, so . 


of opinion that the fright is the cause of developing 
even ordinary fevers into plague, If this be true, as is most likely, is it not the 
first duty of all concerned to try to get rid of the fright? The dead hodies that 
are every now and then found by the search parties are the best evidence 
of the fright I speak of. ‘There are cases of patients, we are told, who have diced 
soon after hearing the order of their removal to hospital; some have died on 
their way to hospital and some immediately after their admission into hospital. 
The medical officers ordering the removal arequalified men, They are not certainly 
likely to mee the removal to hospital of mere corpses. The explanation seems 
to be thaf"as soon as the removal is ordered the patient is frightened to death, 
and fright, as we know, does the work of the plague more efficiently. Now that 
the whole city is declared to be infected, the Plague Committce can safely 
suspend the compulsory removal of at least suspicious cases. Complete evacua- 
tion of infected houses and localities is the only sure remedy against plague. 
People would certainly prefer it to the vigorous enforcement of the present 
measures of doubtful utility. ‘Though out of town, families would live together 
and the plague would cease to claim any more victims, thus stamping out the 
scare altogether. Government has already ruled that no expense could be great 
for stamping out the plague, We hope the Government will cease experimenting 
at least now after the loss of so much human life dnd money, Even in India 
experimenting must have a limit, and I take the liberty to think that that limit 
has been reached in this case. Even if the money at present spent on plague 
measures of questionable value be devoted to the building of huts for persons re- 
moved from the infected areas, to live for some months, a good beginning will 
have been made. Let, therefore, the compulsory removal of the sick and the tem- 
porary segregation of the contacts be suspended at once. People have sufficient 
experience of both to know their real value. After this process of practical 
education extending over a period of fifteen months, they can be safely depend- 
ed upon to make the best use of it by resorting to segregation at home or nearer 
home, We mean that those who can afford to spare a couple of rooms would 
set them aside and would use them to segregate the sick and their attendants in 
case of necessity, For people living in chawls, the several chawl owners; we 
are informed, are ready to set aside a number of rooms in proportion to the 
number of tenants in each chawl. As for medical assistance, there is enough 
and to spare, and people would make their own arrangements, The ordinary 
staff of our Health Department will, of course, look to the helpless. Instead of 
encouraging such self-help in the people, the Plague Committce probably think 
that its total extinction ought to be their aim. I will show what I mean, by 
giving one recent instance in proof of my idea as to the Plague Committee’s 
aim. ‘That body has, we hear, sent round an order to all the private hospitals, 
forbidding them to publish any statistics or information concerning the hospitals 
without their sanction. The spirit exhibited by this order is anything but desir- 


able, particularly because the success of the plague measures mostly depends 
upon co-operation. 


23. The resolution of the Bombay Government concerning the migration 

Indu Prakdsh (15), % of the Bombay inhabitants to healthier localities is a 
Fas Ran ones (15), 7%. very able document. But in these times something 
: better than a resolution is wanted. The Plague Com- 
mittee is, no doubt, willing to build huts for persons who wish to move into the 
neighbourhood of Dadar, Matunga and Sion, and give them for cost price obo 
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toh a till the beginning of the monsoons. This is practicable. But we 
should like them to build such camps for the poor people first. ‘The more well 
to-do know how to shift for themselves. e should also like to suggest that- 
some of the sea-coast villages adjoining Bombay should be kept free from 
quarantine for people from Bombay. Unless greater latitude is given in these 
matters, we are afraid the panic will not subside. 


24. Two years’ experience has shown that the present measures are 
Indu Praksh (16), 101 inadequate, or, at any rate, the good results of the 
Fch, hs ok, ), 0th measures are more than counterbalanced by. the evil 
results of the panic and terror that have taken hold 
of the lower classes. ‘The riot at Sinnar has shown to what a stage of des- 
peration the ordinarily quiet people like the Kunbis can go when they are 
once roused from their lethargic state. In Bombay the different classes of 
Hindus and Muhammadans are equally discontented; and it is the duty of 
those who come forward in public matters to tell the Government the real 
truth, however unpleasant it may be. Perhaps Government have a sort of a 
vague idea that there is discontent on account of the plague rules; but unless 
some one of the members of the Government, ILis Excellency Lord Sandhurst 
in preference, plays the part of Haroun-al-Raschid, we are sure the cyes of tho 
Government will not open, nor will they find that the best policy is to let the people 
alone. The fact is that there should be a sympathetic and liberal policy in 
plague measures. Both in the city and outside it, such concessions should be 
granted as will diminish the obstacles to intercommunication without endanger- 
ing public health. But, so far as the city is concerned, we think the time is 
come when people should be allowed to die in their own houses, They have 
more chances of recovering there than under the present system of segregation, 


25. ‘A Zoroastrian ’’ very earnestly writes to the Jdm-e-Jamshed with 
Fémee-Jamshed (147), 8th a view to draw the attention of Government to the 
— oe )s necessity for making some changes in the present 
arrangements for house-to-house visitation in search 
of plague cases, saying that this visitation terrifies people and causes deaths. 
He further observes :—Out of two plague patients send one to the Municipal 
hospital and let the other remain at home under proper medical treatment and 
sec who recovers first! Appoint doctors to each street or ward, direct them to 
treat the patients to the best of their abilities, and, if you like, keep the other 
members of the family who are in good health at a distance from the patients, 
and then see what a reduction in mortality would take- place. A trial of this 
experiment for ten days will prove the benefit of my recommendation. 


26, The Gurdkhi compiains of ms — handling and destruction of 
os roperty by the soldiers composing search-parties, and 
Cee Sree Se - that iniquitice are blair puapoieaiad fn the city, 
such as the breaking open of closed houses, the picking of locks, the burning of 
dirty articles, &c. It also adds that the hospitals are too full, that they contain 
no more accommodation for patients, and that the corpses of those who die there 
are removed to the cemeteries by low-caste employés. 


27. The Rdjyabhakta also says that there is a general feeling abroad that, 
wed. ae ae the plague-preventive measures have so far failed 
oe (160), Sth to arrest the spread of the plague, and as their only 
: result is to inflict much unnecessary annoyance upon 
the people, they should be totally abandoned or relaxed in severity. ‘The paper 
says that many of its contemporaries are afraid of putting the matter so 
lainly and giving adequate expression to their peepee: of the measures now 
in force, simply through the fear of being prosecuted under Section 124A. 


28. <A cordon is now placed round about Poona, and the men posted on 

this duty not having heen given clear orders as to 

a a inconvenience what persons they should allow i pass into the city, 
Bee) borsons going im and the people also not being exactly informed of the 
Sale denlite stad ton - regulations regarding ingress, much inconvenience 
the city. is felt by them. Recently a family was going to re- 
Budhdrak (22), 7th Feb, move from the Fergusson College compound into the 


city, and although they held a certificate from the 
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Ward Superintendent that there had been no plague case in the College premises 
and their immediate vicinity for some days past, they were put to sich unneces- 
sary trouble before being allowed to enter the city. When an educated person 
has to undergo so much trouble for nothing, the worry to which ignorant folks 
must be put can easily be imagined. We hope the local plaguo authorities 
will at once remedy the grievance. 


29. The Praja Pokdr cites three instances of persons going from Surat to 
Broach being refused admission into the detention 

Oomplaint against the chief camp at the latter place by the chief plague authority, 
Se Ass). Oth Rao Bahadur Chunilal Venilal, and infers that the 
Feb. ti(i‘C;<CS”C”*CS*;*C round for excluding thom from undergoing quaran- 
tine with a view to enter Broach probably was that 

they were natives of Surat. The paper complains that this is very hard on the 


Suratis. 


80. We hope Mr. Enthoven, our newly arrived Acting Collector, will 
probably succeed in delivering the city from the 

Plague panic at Belyaum plague in a short time. He knows the people of Bel- 
mag Po — = aut te gaum well, since he was Assistant Collector here a few 
— (M9 ears ago. At present there is no real plague in 
Belgaum, but the local plague doctor has a strange 

hobby of treating all cases of illnessas suspicious plague cases. Ie seems to 
have plagug on his brain, and until he is removed from Belgaum and replaced 


by a sympathetic officer, Belgaum will not be free from plague. 


81. We have already had occasion to refer to the hardship and worry 
entailed on people by the taciturnity of the Karachi 
—— instance of “ Plague Comiittee. The entire world isin the dark 
necaless inconvenience cause’ §=6with regard to the rules of conduct they mean to 
Plague ar: laggy — pursue and the principles of action by which they 
Phenix (8), Sth Feb. have made up their minds to be guided. Ifere is a 
typical instance of the needless inconvenience to which 
people are subjected by the vagaries that characterise the ways and manners of 
the Plague Committee. There is at the present moment cooling his heels in 
the Keamari detention camp a Mahratta gentleman of the name of Mr. 
Parsharam Krishna Chitale. He is an Executive Engineer under orders of 
transfer to Sind. Now, who could have imagined that, armed as he was with 
two certificates from District Magistrates and a third from the Chief Plague 
Officer at Dhond, hoe would be liable to detention on his arrival in Kardchi ? 
He is a Government servant ener wag on duty, and we have it on the authority 
of a District Magistrate that under the rules such a person cannot be detained. 
Are the Plague Committee a law unto themselves and have they been vested 
with the powers of overriding the liws regulating the relations of Government 
with their servants? We are somewhat mixed on the subject and should like 
very much to have an authoritative pronouncement that would be in the nature 
ofa “settler.” But “mum” is the word with the Plague Committee and 
nothing is to be got out of them. ‘Then we would give worlds to know whether 
the Plague Committee havo been authorized to treat with scant ceremony 
certificates emanating from high functionaries who might he trusted to know 
their business. ‘hey would have scarccly issued these certificates if they had 
known that they could with impunity be dishonoured by the Karachi plague 
authorities. 


32. <A correspondent writes:—A scrious riot has taken place in Sinnar. 
What a golden opportunity there is for impressing on 

‘cmarks on the recent riot the minds of the plague and famine-stricken people 
A cps in the Nasik Dis: once more the eo | power of the Brilish taj! Is 
iti ik there no Lamb in Nasik to begin the prologue by a 
Chompios (5), =: threatening speech before setting a a a a 
mighty engine of Government If so, why, not transfer the services of the 
Poona Collector for the occasion? If the Government does not wake up to 
a sense of its duty, our contemporary, the Zimes of India, is certainly not to 
blame. His special correspondent has ominously declared that ‘‘ it is believed ” 
that the rich and the educated Natives encouraged the cultivators to riot. What 
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further proof of a “dangerous Brahmin conspiracy” is wanted for Lis 
Excellency, perhaps I ought to say, for Mr. Lee-Warner of England and his 
alter ego Mr. Nugent in the Secretariat here? Can there be any doubt that the 
immediate deportation of some Sinnar Natus and the arrest of a Brahmin 
editor—say of the Ndsik Vaibhav or Ndsik Vritt—are alone needed for the 
salvation of our beloved Quecen’s Empire? There will be, of course, no 
difficulty in finding some articles in the papers, or at least some correspondence, 
to found tho prosecution upon. For, surely, is not the great Marathi scholar, 
Mr. Baig, still the Oriental Translator to Government ? As Fates would have 
it, it is the turn of Mr. Justice Strachey to preside at the next High Court 
Sessions, and it will not be difficult for the illustrious head of our detective : 
department to fish out in Bombay a subscriber to the Nasik papers, While all 
this is being done, His Excellency will have to hold his soul in peace for some 
time, for at the end will be his turn to speak the prologue by chivalrously taking 
the responsibility for the whole thing on himself and declaring to the wondering 
world that he and he alone had all the strings of the plague operations in his 
hands. When will all this be? ‘The correspondent adds the following post- 
script to his letter:—I am not sure if the above will not come within the new 
section on sedition, now on the legislative anvil, and what will not? Let us 


make hay while the sun shines, The precious progeny of Mr. Chalmers has 
not quickened into life yet. 


83, Although the ee ~ riot at Sinnar was evidently the result of stringent 

| . ague measures, some mischievous newspapers have 
— sola at asec Gaaue to throw out hints that it was due . ais other 
causes, The burning of sheds erected for the purposes of the plague hospital 
at Sinnar and the murders of the Ifospital Assistant and the hoe aoa of the 
Plague Committee “ont show that the cause of the riot was no other than the 
exasperating operation of plague measures, ‘The plague is now sufficiently long 
in our midst and it is strange that Government officers should not yet be able to 
secure the co-operation of the people in the measures for its suppression. Nodoubt 
the conduct of the Sinnar people is most reprehensible and the persons who took 
part in the riot should be punished ; but we do not approve of a policy which 
allows real offenders to escape and visits punishment upon the innocent, As the 
people of Poona were made to suffer for the misdeed of one fanatic like Cha- 
pekar, the peaceful inhabitants of Sinnar will probably be made to bear the cost 
of an additional police. If this comes to be the case, it will be a piece of sheer 
Injustice. 


84, The notorious murderer of Mr. Rand and Lieutenant Ayerst has been 
nee ere convicted by a jury and sentenced to death by the 
Chepehear for ' murdering Sessions Judge, ee to confirmation by the High 
Mr, Rand und Lieutenant Court. Were it not for his own confession made bofore 
Ayornt and recone in cons the = istrate, the i tai of the murderer would 
nection with it, wobably not have been secured, Superintendent 
Fig lll aa ith Veh., Brewin has added one more feathor ‘ his cap by 

| arresting Chapekar and afterwards obtaining from 
him a full and detailed confession, which led to the discovery of reliable corro- 
borative evidence. Chapekar, who is eaten up with vanity, at first made the 
confession in a spirit of Codahe but, as in the case of all murderers, as a last 
resort. he endeavoured to throw dirt against the officer to whom he made the 
confession. ‘The man appears to be too hardened a criminal to swallow all 
the good things said to have been promised by Mr. Brewin to him, Tho pill 
was evidently too large to be a cr down the throats of tho intelligent jury, 
who were unanimous in their verdict. It must he some consolation to the 
numerous friends of the deceased gentlemen that the man, who brought about | 
the premature end of such brilliant and promising careers, will oxpiato his 
dastardly crime on the gallows. 


86, Tho Akhbdr-e-lslim appsorey of the capital sentence pronounced on 

Athbdtroceleldm (128), 160 Chapekar and gives praise to Mr, Brewin for having 

me eee 4°), 1%" succeeded in finding a clue to the Poona murders and 
| for having brought the offender successfully to hook. 
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86, The trial of Damodar Chapekar is at last over, and he has got, subject 
fadian Spectator (4),. Oh to the sanction of the ILligh Court of course, the extreme 
Pr st setae I hd onalty the law can give, which on hisown confessions 
7 e scemed as willingly to invite as richly to deserve. 
The trial hardly created any interest and has given us no new revelations The 
corroborative evidence was pretty strong, and we shall soon have an end of 
those immediately concerned in a dark tragedy, the effects of which have been 
too far-reaching indeed than Damodar could ever have dreamt, In the attempt 
to serve his people, the wretch has done an immense harm to the whole country ; 
for to him we have to traco a string of calamities, the last of which up to date 
is Mr. Chalmors’ Sedition Bill. 7 


37, At last the trial of Damodar Chapckar is over, and every one in Poona 
enka Preble Ch. 10 and elsewhere also must have heaved a sigh of relief, 
myn Brakda (3), V4 he wretched youngster, with his mischievous notions 
Wob., ng. cola ee 
of patriotism, hardly knew what he was about when 
he conceived the dastardly plan of murdering Mr, Rand, Being found guilty 
of the foul crime on the night of the 22nd June last, we ‘can only say he has 
hut got his deserts in getting the extreme penalty that the law could give. 


38, Damodar Hari Chapekar has at last been convicted and condemned to 
Kéthidwesr Temes (6), 70 death for the murder of Mr, Rand and Licutenant 
"get caudate are Ayerst after a trial of three days at the Poona Sessions. 
Perhaps this is the only case yet known which, while 
punishin i human — capitally, has been indirectly » source of great, relief to 
a whole nation religiously sensitive as regards even a breath of suspicion on its 
loyalty. The irony of fate has it so and we must submit. ‘The unanimous verdict 
of the five jurors, four of whom were Jindus, who were quite satisfied as to 
Damodar’ guilt, plus the fact that throughout the lengthy trial no evidence was 
produced which had anything to do either with the Natu brothers or with any 
conspiracy on the part of the Poona Brahmins, must fill the heart of every true 
son of India with real joy and feelings of gratitude towards the Almighty 
that an otherwise indelible blot has been entirely removed, Chapekar has, we 
know, withdrawn all the statements and confessions he had previously made, 
urging that those were the outcome of threats and inducements of money and 
the like, It does not seem natural that a man would confess a capital crime 
on such inducements as, 28 he alleges, were held out to him. 


89, <After many months and great mystery, the self-confessed murderer 
of Mr. Rand and Lieutenant Ayerst has been tried 
and condemned to death. One pleasing feature—if 
there can be anything’ pleasing about this grim tragedy —was the confidence 
displayed by the Government of Bombay in a Poona jury. Wo do not think it is 
necessary to go into evidence which fastened the crime on the wretched’ convict ; 
we presume it} was sufficiently strong, for he had a fair trial, and the verdict 
was unanimous. But we should like, before we dismiss the subject, to ask those 
who talked about the widespread conspiracy and the sedition rampaging in 
Poona for an explanation, What have they got to say now? ‘They, until to. 
day, have had the game pretty well to themselves, and, to be honest, they have 
used their opportunity well—so well that at one time we wero afraid that a 
disposition of a most hateful character was about to descend on India, That 
danger is not now so great. No thanks, however, are due to them; truth, as 
usual, has conquered, that is all. Their slanders still remain, and the least we 
can ask, and it is not much, considering the evil done, is an apology. Will the 
Anglo-Indian press apologise for the falsehoods they uttered concerning Poona ? 
And will the Government first set them a good example by releasing Mr. Tilak 
and the Natu brothers, and by withdrawing the punitive police force ? 


Shampton (2), 6th eb. 


40, Damodar’s conviction was a foregone conclusion, and nothing but 
emo the indispensable trial in the Scssions Court remained 
Muhratta (7), 6th Bob. between Chapekar and the gallows. ‘There are several 
points, however, in which the accused was not served right. First of all, he 
was unjustifiably confined in the Pharaskhana (police lock-up at Poona) even 
after being committed to the sessions. In the evening of the first day of 
the trial, again, a curious incident happened which lovers of justice will certain- 


7p 


ly deeply regret, viz., that while Chapekar was being taken out of the dock, to 
be taken to the Yerowda Jail, Mr. Vaz, Assistant Superintendent of Police, 
ounced upon certain packets which the accused, it is said, was handing over to 
is pleader. ‘The accused protested, saying that the packets contained his evi- 


dence and the pleader conceded even so far as to allow Mr. Vaz to take the 


packets after initialing them for identification. But Mr. Vaz would not 
return them. An oral application was instantly made to the Judge for the 
discovery and possession of the packets, but the pleader was referred back to 
the police. Mr. Vaz thereupon flatly denied having any papers at all. Next 
day, when the Court reassembled, the pleader represented the matter in all 
earnestness ; the Court thereupon called upon Mr. Vaz to redeliver the packets. 
But the packets were out of the Court under the seal of the police. They 
were eventually brought forth and handed to the pleader for the defence. The 
whole proceeding was suspicious, and we cannot say how far the accused 
may have been prejudiced by it. We wonder how the Sessions Judge, when he 
came to know that the seizure of the papers was a fact, did not even so much 
as ask Mr. Vaz the reason why he took the papers from the accused and did 
not allow accused’s pleader even to initial them. The next pointin which 
greater fairness could have been shown to the accused was the point of cross- 
examination of witnesses. It did appear that somehow or other there was 
not as much communicativeness between the accused and his pleader as 
would seem necessary for the purpose, and it would have been but fair to 
the accused to have been allowed greater scope for asking questions in his 
own manner, When the case for the prosecution was finished the state- 
ment of the accused was taken, and herein too it weuld have been well if the 
accused, instead of being pent up within the narrow dimensions of a ‘ yes’ or ‘ no,’ 
had been allowed a little more latitude of expression to tell his own tale. 
Evidently the accused seemed to have got much to say either by way of expla- 
nation or defence. In one more important particular, again, the accused proved 
unfortunate. The learned Judge, in summing up the case to-the jury, tried to 
discharge his duty impartially. But the accused would have felt even more 
grateful to him if he had argued the improbabilities and the probabilities in the 
case from the point of view of the accused also. But that is not all. The 
recording of the verdict even was not without its hitches. As soon as the jury 
were asked what their verdict was, they offered to read their written verdict. The 
Judge would have only a plain answer to the question. The jury there- 
upon returned the verdict of ‘not guilty’ on the counts of murder both of 
Mr. Rand and Lieutenant Ayerst, but guilty on the counts of abetment of 
those murders, The Judge then proceeded to take their finding on the ques- 
tion whether Chapekar was present or not on the scene of the murder. To 
this the jury replied in the affirmative, It was after getting them bound 
over to this latter finding that the Judge explained to them Section 114 
of the Penal Code, according to which, when a person abetting an offence is 
present on the scene of the offence, he comes to be regarded as guilty of the 
actual commission of the offence itself. ‘he jury had failed to understand 
the section properly before and they had to retire. Their new verdict 
was of course ‘guilty’ of murder as well as abetment, and there the matter 
ended. Now, it may here be pointed out that the procedure was unfair 
to the accused, firstly because the new verdict was obtained after cross-question- 
ing, and, secondly, (a point of greater importance) that the explanation of law 
had been given after a finding of fact was recorded. All that we say is that the 
procedare was unfair to the accused, even apart from the circumstance of the 
cross-examination of the jury. We doubt if the verdict obtained in this way 
would be wholly valid. The matter will surely be brought to the notice of the 
Appellate Court in due course, and it is a matter of some interest to see how 
their Lordships in the High Court decide it. 


41, The trial, as might have been expected, evoked many sensations, not 

Native Opinion (18), 6th the least of which was the complete withdrawal of the 
Feb. oh ee Nee confession by the accused. Of course we have not 
the least.sympathy for Damodar if he be the real 

murderer, but looking to the manner in which his trial was conducted, we can- 
not think he has had full facilities to defend himself. Even the appearance of 
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over-anxiety to secure conviction in such cases is prejudicial to the cause of 
justice, and the conduct of the Poona Police in this matter has been anything but 
exemplary. The accused was kept in police custody till the last moment cone 
trary to Section 344, Criminal Procedure Code; he was not allowed to see his 
pleader before the trial began; when he was handing over papers of instruction 
to his pleader at the end of the first day they were snatched away from him by 
the police, and the pleader, we understand, was never able to see them till the 
end of the trial ; most important witnesses, such as Mrs. Ayerst, Lieutenant Lewis, 
the panch who certified to the finding of the weapons, and the barber were 
conspicuous by their absence; no eye-witness either to the deed or even to the 
accuseds presence on the spot on the day was adduced; the extraordinary 
character of the confession ; such are some of the elements which ought to have 
been properly impressed upon the mind of the jury and the Judge, if their ver- 

lic as at all satisfactory. Apart 
from the question whether Damodar was rightly convicted or not on his with- 
drawn confession, no man of any judicial experience can help saying that the 


evidence adduced against him was a mere travesty. There are important gaps 


and no attempt was made to fill them up. Damodar’s statement, which was 
full of irrelevant details, is just silent on those points which are most material 
to the case. Why was not the clue followed up? The conclusion is irresistible 
that the pgjice of Poona, aided as they were with a detacument of able detective 
officers from Bombay, have either failed or were incompetent to perform their 
duty. We hope the {satisfaction that the Poona murders, along with several 
other undiscovered crimes, are now sufficiently accounted for, will not prevent 
Government from enquiring into this aspect of the case, 


42. ‘The conviction of Damodar Chapekar probably closes the last scene in © 
Kesar (64), Sth Feb the terrible drama which began in Poona in the month 
mans SO %)s “’* of June and which entailed on the city and the 
country alike a string of misfortunes, There are several circumstances in the 
case inviting consideration, such as, why the accused withdrew his previous con- 
fession when placed before the Sessions Court ; why the police treated him like 
a son-in-law during all these days; whether the promises conveyed to the 
accused by Mr. Brewin were given with the previous sanction of Government 
or were mere sweet talk of the police; how the accused’s confession, which contained 
an explicit reference to Mr. Brewin’s assurances, could be admitted in evidence 
against him; what was contained in the envelopes snatched by the police from 
the hands of the accused on the first day of the trial; and, lastly, whether, 
leaving aside the particular circumstances of the case, the evidence adduced was 
enough to convict a common offender in an ordinary murder case out of, Poona. 
We wait to see what view the High Court takes of all these particulars. (In 
another part, while giving an account of the proceedings in Court in the case, 
the paper writes that the accused twice requested the Court to allow him to 
make a statement in full before being asked any questions, but that his request 
was on both occasions summarily refused, the Court insisting that the accused 
should only give answers to questions put to him by the Court. | 


43. The Poona Sessions Court has passed capital sentence on Damodar 
og : _ Hari Chapekar for having murdered Mr. Rand and 
P dic shake (160; a4 oe Lieutenant Ayerst. The most curious thing in con- 
" : ~ nection with this trial was that the accused should 
have been kept in police custody so long. The jury at first found Damodar 
Chapekar guilty of abetment of murders, and we think this verdict was quite 
correct, because the whole evidence against the accused was merely circum- 
stantial and no fair-minded tribunal would care to hang even a dog on such 
evidence. Though the Native community detest and deplore the murders of 
Messrs, Rand and Ayerst, they can by no means approve the capital sentence 
assed on Damodar Chapekar in the absence of any direct evidence. [The 
Raj yabhakta also disapproves the capital sentence passed on Damodar Chapekar, 
and says that Damodar’s life should be spared at least till his brother Balkrishna 
is found out. | : 
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ly deeply regret, viz., that while Chapekar was being taken out of the dock, to 
be taken to the Yerowda Jail, Mr. Vaz, Assistant Superintendent of Police, 
pounced upon certain packets which the accused, it is said, was handing over to 
his pleader. The accused protested, saying that the packets contained his evi- 
dence and the pleader conceded even so far as to allow Mr. Vaz to take the 
packets after initialing them for identification. But Mr. Vaz would not 
return them. An oral application was instantly made to the Judge for the 
discovery and possession of the packets, but the pleader was referred back to 
the police. Mr. Vaz thereupon flatly denied having any papers at all. Next 
day, when the Court reassembled, the pleader represented the matter in all 
earnestness ; the Court thereupon called upon Mr. Vaz to redeliver the packets. 
But the packets were out of the Court under the seal of the police. They 
_ were eventually brought forth and handed to the pleader for the defence. The 
whole proceeding was suspicious, and we cannot say how far the accused. 
may have been prejudiced by it. We wonder how the Sessions Judge, when he 
came to know that the seizure of the papers was a fact, did not even so much 
as ask Mr. Vaz the reason why he took the papers from the accused and did 
not allow accused’s pleader even to initial them. The next pointin which 
greater fairness could have been shown to the accused was the point of cross- 
examination of witnesses. It did appear that somehow or other there was 
not as much communicativeness between the accused and his pleader as 
would seem necessary for the purpose, and it would have been but fair to 
the accused to have been allowed greater scope for asking questions in his 
own manner, When the case for the prosecution was finished the state- 
ment of the accused was taken, and herein too it would have been well if the 
accused, instead of being pent up within the narrow dimensions of a ‘ yes’ or ‘ no,’ 
had been allowed a little more latitude of expression to tell his own tale. 
Evidently the accused seemed to have got much to say either by way of expla- 
nation or defence. In one more important particular, again, the accused proved 
unfortunate. The learned Judge, in summing up the case to-the jury, tried to 
discharge his duty impartially. But the accused would have felt even more 
grateful to him if he had argued the improbabilities and the probabilities in the 
case from the point of view of the accused also. But that is not all. The 
recording of the verdict even was not without its hitches. As soon as the jury 
were asked what their verdict was, they offered to read their written verdict. The 
Judge would have only a plain answer to the question. The jury there- 
upon returned the verdict of ‘not guilty’ on the counts of murder both of 
Mr, Rand and Lieutenant Ayerst, but guilty on the counts of abetment of 
those murders, The Judge then proceeded to take their finding on the ques- 
tion whether Chapekar was present or not on the scene of the murder. ‘To 
this the jury replied in the affirmative. It was after getting them bound 
over to this latter finding that the Judge explained to them Section 114 
of the Penal Code, according to which, when a person abetting an offence is 
present on the scene of the offence, he comes to be regarded as guilty of the 
actual commission of the offence itself. The jury had failed to understand 
the section properly before and they had to retire. Their new verdict 
‘was of course ‘ guilty’ of murder as well as abetment, and there the matter 
ended. Now, it may here be pointed out that the procedure was unfair 
to the accused, firstly because the new verdict was obtained after cross-question- 
ing, and, secondly, (a point of greater importance) that the explanation of law 
had been given after a finding of fact was recorded. All that we say is that the 
procedare was unfair to the accused, even apart from the circumstance of the 
cross-examination of the jury. We doubt if the verdict obtained in this way 
would be wholly valid. The matter will surely be brought to the notice of the 
Appellate Court in due course, and it is a matter of some interest to see how 
their Lordships in the High Court decide it. 


41, The trial, as might have been expected, evoked many sensations, not 
Native Opinion (18), 6tb the least of which was the complete withdrawal of the 
mi ies Lae 79 confession by the accused. Of course we have not 
the least sympathy for Damodar if he be the real 
murderer, but looking to the manner in which his trial was conducted, we can- 
_ not think he has had full facilities to defend himself. Even the appearance of 
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over-anxiety to secure conviction in such cases is prejudicial to the cause of 
justice, and the conduct of the Poona Police in this matter has been anything but 
exemplary. The accused was kept in poliee custody till the last moment cone 
trary to Section 344, Criminal Procedure Code; he was not allowed to see his — 
pleader before the trial began ; when. he was handing over papers of instruction _ 
to his pleader at the end of the first day they were snatched away from him by 
the police, and the pleader, we understand, was never able to see them till the 
end of the trial ; most important witnesses, such as Mrs. Ayerst, Lieutenant Lewis, 
the panch who certified to the finding of the weapons, and the barber were 
conspicuous by their absence; no eye-witness either to the deed or even to the 
accused's presence on the spot on the day was adduced; the extraordinary — 
character of the confession ; such are some of the elements which ought to have 
been properly impressed upon the mind of the jury and the Judge, if their ver- 
dict were to be received by the impartial public as at all satisfactory. Apart 
from the question whether Damodar was rightly convicted or not on his with- 
drawn confession, no man of any judicial experience can help saying that the 
evidence adduced against him was a mere travesty. There are important gaps 
and no attempt was made to fill them up. Damodar’s statement, which was 
full of irrelevant details, is just silent on those points which are most material 
to the case. Why was not the clue followed up? The conclusion is irresistible 
that the police of Poona, aided as they were with a detacument of able detective 
officers from Bombay, have either failed or were incompetent to perform their 
duty. We hope the {satisfaction that the Poona murders, along with several 
other undiscovered crimes, are now sufficiently accounted for, will not prevent 
Government from enquiring into this aspect of the case, 


42. The conviction of Damodar Chapekar probably closes the last scene in 
Secut thks. Os Yih the terrible drama which began in Poona in the month 
wiselel of June and which entailed on the city and the 
country alike a string of misfortunes. There are several circumstances in the 
case inviting consideration, such as, why the accused withdrew his previous con- 
fession when placed before the Sessions Court ; why the police treated him like 
a son-in-law during all these days; whether the promises conveyed to the 
accused by Mr. Brewin were given with the previous sanction of Government 
or were mere sweet talk of the police; how the accused’s confession, which contained 
an explicit reference to Mr. Brewin’s assurances, could be admitted in evidence 
against him; what was contained in the envelopes snatched by the police from 
the hands of the accused on the first day of the trial; and, lastly, whether, 
leaving aside the particular circumstances of the case, the evidence adduced was 
enough to convict a common offender in an ordinary murder case out of Poona. 
We wait to see what view the High Court takes of all these particulars. [In 
another part, while giving an account of the proceedings in Court in the case, 
the paper writes that the accused: twice requested the Court to allow him to 
make a statement in full before being asked any questions, but that his request 
was on both occasions summarily refused, the Court insisting that the accused 
should only give answers to questions put to him by the Court. | 


43. The Poona Sessions Court has passed capital sentence on Damodar 
mere Hari Chapekar for having murdered Mr. Rand and 
Pp Gre bhakta (1603 yo ? Lieutenant Ayerst. The most curious thing in con- 
nection with this trial was that the accused should 
have been kept in police custody so long. The jury at first found Damodar 
Chapekar guilty of abetment of murders, and we think this verdict was quite 
correct, because the whole evidence against the accused was merely circum- 
stantial and no fair-minded tribunal would care to hang even a dog on such 
evidence. Though the Native community detest and deplore the murders of 
Messrs. Rand and Ayerst, they can by no means approve the capital sentence 
on Damodar Chapekar in the absence of any direct evidence. [The 
Rajyabhakta also disapproves the capital sentence passed on Damodar Chapekar, 
and says that Damodar’s life should be spared at least till his brother Balkrishna 
is found out.] 3 
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44, On Friday, at the Criminal Sessions held at the High Court, a soldier 
aa ’ vee named Piper was acquitted by practically a European 
“s Gaae Pip pte Bombay jury of the charge of shooting a Native villager 
‘edueah the leat Bombay near Poona. The facts of the case are before the public, 
High Court Sessions on a andan opinion can be formed upon them by any man 
aan of sh. a Native of ordinary common sense. The trial was concluded 
”" Champion (2), 6th Feb, late on Friday, and we have not time now to go into 
the oase fully. But that the verdict is one that 
requires criticism is to us obvious, and we hope that such criticism will he 
forthcoming. Perhaps the Government of India, who are keenly alive to 
incidents of this kind, might forthwith issue an order which would prevent soldiers 
wandering about the country with fire-arms. That is the least they can do, and 
we think the public are entitled to ask that this shall be done forthwith. 


45, The Gunner Piper, who was charged with murdering a villager in 
Native Opinion (15), 6th the Poona District, was tried at the Bombay Sessions, 
Feb. En 6. pF (1), acquitted and discharged. The man was killed in 
broad day-light in the presence of several villagers ; so 
there was no disputing the fact. The defence was that the gun went off in a 
scuffle and so Piper gets off scot-free, although poor Arjun lost his life. We 
must of course presume that the majority of the jury were right, and that 
Piper’s gun really went off and hit the villager without Piper intending it. 
Several villagers, no doubt, deposed that the soldiers themselves provoked the 
quarrel and deliberately shot the deceased, but a white soldier is certainly more 
trustworthy than a lot of Natives. Piper’s trial inevitably suggests a contrast 
with Chapekar’s trial. Here a man is acquitted although all the main facts are 
undisputed ; there a man is found guilty and sentenced to be hanged on the 
barest circumstantial evidence. The fact that the deceased was a Native 
villager in one case and an European officer in another cannot or ought not to 
make a difference, Again, in Chapekar’s case the jury had found him not 
guilty of murder at first, but the Judge made them change their verdict by 
pointing. out Section 114, Indian Penal Code, while in Piper’s case neither 
the Judge nor the jury could recall to their mind Section 300, clause 4, or 
Exception I, proviso 1. Such technicalities were perhaps above their notice, 
Surely a time has come when it would be advantageous to all the parties 
concerned if another Penal Code is enacted for the benefit of Kuropean culprits. 


46. Yet another miserable edition of ‘ Black and White ’’ | ‘ Yet another 
| “ Blakie ’’ has fallen a victim to an accidental (?) shot 
_ Lay Beto (15), 10th fom a British soldier. It issad that these “ oo. 
ee ia as politeness and policy oblige us to call them, should 
occur so often. It is not desirable that. people should be forced to think that 
Tommy Atkins can do anything with impunity, with the assurance of its being 
set down to the account of accidents. The chapter of accidents of this sort has 
been too long already, and it is the duty of Government to see that Piper’s will 
be the last addition to it. By the bye, how is it that British soldiers only 
manage to cause such accidents? There are hundreds of Native shikaris and 
the world has not yet heard of a single accident of this sort due fo them. The 
cause is to be found on the very surface. The majority of soldiers are illiterate 
and hot-blooded and hold the life of a Native very cheap, The duty of the 
Government is clear. Tommy should not be allowed to leave his barrack with 
fire-arms in his possession. Government are bound to see that this shall be so, 
and the sooner they set about doing it the better. This sort of miscarriage of 
justice reflects discredit on the Government through no fault of their own, 


47, While commenting on the decision in the case of Private Piper of 
Poona, the Kesari expresses its surprise at the complete 

_, deaeart (64), Ota Feb. acquittal of the accused, although the evidence 
adduced proved beyond doubt that he was guilty at least of culpable homicide 
not amounting to murder, and observes that such a verdict must be looked upon 
as the climax of British justice. It also -adds that nothing can bea greater 
misfortune than that rude and irritable British soldiers should be allowed to 
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sport at their pleasure with dangerous weapons to the detriment of poor weapon- 
less rustics, and that Government, which moves heaven and earth when a 
Kuropean is hurt in the slightest degree, should silently connive at such in- 
cidents and let its love of its subjects lie dormant. : 


48, Though the evidence for the prosecution was very strong, and the 
eee summing up of the Judge clearly showed to what extent 

oa nydn Prakash (42), 19th the euilf of the accused was evel by the evidence 
adduced, the jury found the prisoner not guilty. 

Many a time the Natives are thus hunted by the British soldiers, who generally 
escape without penalty. The indifference of Government in this matter is not 
commendable. The prisoner admitted that he had no permit to carry the gun, 
so we request Government to take measures for preventing soldiers from going 
armed in villages without permits in future. The matter had, we believe, 
engaged the attention of the Government of India many years ago, though we 


areignorant as to itsfinalissue. We trust that Government will take immediate 
steps in the matter. 


49, With reference to the same acquittal, the Akhbdr-e-Sodagar remarks :—- 
Akhbév-e-Sodégar (129) There is no doubt that when a Huropean jury sits 
a > with the pre-determined object of acquitting a prisoner 
of their own race and creed in spite of strong evidence 

against him, a trial must result as it has done in the case of. Piper. The 
matter more to be wondered at is that the Judge having, in his summing up, 
drawn the special attention of the jury to the genuineness of the case for the 
prosecution and urged it to pay special attention to the evidence produced by 
the complainant, the jury should have given an entirely perverse verdict. 
Still more wonderful is it that the Judge, though not bound to accept the 
perverse verdict of the jury, should have let the prisoner go scot-free. In India 
it is a very frequent occurrence that European soldiers, while on hunting 
excursions, pick up some quarrel or other with villagers and cause in the end 
the death of some one or more of them, and when such occurrences come up for 
trial before Sessions Courts the European juries invariably give the verdict of 
accidental death and the accused escape punishment. It is to be regretted very 
much that Government should not yet have taken steps to prevent such mis- 


carriages of justice. [Similar sentiments are expressed by the Jdém-e-J/amshed 
of the same date. | 


50. The Shri Venkateshwar Samdchdr, in giving an account of the trial 
and acquittal of Gunner Piper on the charge of 
murdering one Arjun Tulsiram near Poona, says that 
in similar circumstances a Native would never have 


Shri Venkateshwar Sama- 
char (188), 11th Feb. 


been acquitted, but would have had to pay the extreme penalty provided by 
law even though the gun had gone off accidentally from his hand, and that it is 
in consequence of the color of his skin that a European, though guilty of inten- 
tionally causing the death of a Native, is held to be innocent. 


51. Weare clearly of opinion that proper justice was not done in this 
case. It is not only undesirable, but in the long run 

Mumbai Vaibhav (69), 7th dangerous, that such instances should occur frequently 
bed oe act ah and thereby gradually undermine the respect for British 
(194), 9th Feb. yest SII" sastice in the minds of the Natives. We trust that 
Government will take due measures to prevent soldiers 
from going out on shtkar excursions without permits. If they do not do so at 
once they will have reason to repent for their remissness afterwards. [The Native 
Opinion, referring to the same Case, says that, on the strength of past experi- 
ence in such cases, it may safely be said that it is impossible for a soldier to 
commit the murder of a Native and that no soldier will ever deliberately dis- 
charge his rifle at a Native. The paper suggests that the formality of a trial 
should, therefore, be dispensed with, in future, in such cases to save annoyance to 
the accused and trouble to the Court, and that whenever a Native meets with his 
death at the hand of a soldier, it should simply be announced that the Natives 
assaulted the soldiers gratuitously, and that while defending their own lives the 
rifle of one of them went off accidentally and a Native was killed. The Shri 
Sayait Vijaya also expresses sentiments similar to those of the Native Opinion. | 
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Legislation. 


52. The difference between a Parliamentary statute in England and a 
legislative enactment in India is as wide asunder as 


Difference betweena Parlia- the poles, In the former case it is subjected to such 


mentary statute in England 


anda legislative enncement % Process of searching criticism that it emerges from 


in India. the ordeal fairly refined and purified. Secondly, 
Katser-e-Hind (120), 6th it is broad-based upon the people’s will. Both 
Feb., Eng, cols. elements are wanting in Indian statutes, which are 


more or less the creation of officials, who pose as 
amateur legislators and who are not supposed to care what the people may 
have tosay onthem. This is the difference. The one is free legislation and 
the other is despotic legislation, albeit tinged with the colour of benevolence. 
Another difference is this. Here a few aliens, profoundly ignorant of the real 
“depth of popular sentiments and feelings, and altogether devoid of sympathy, 
legislate for the ruled, whose voice is, at the best, inarticulate. For a handful of 
aliens to enact laws for millions of other races with whom they never are in 
touch, and whom in their arrogance they consider incapable of thinking and 
judging for themselves, is indeed an anomaly. Practically all legislation in 
India is of a coercive character, and if it is at all carried out it is because 


of the loyalty and good-will of the people. The third striking anomaly is this, — 


The legislators are mere birds of passage. They are here to-day and gone 
to-morrow, ‘They have no permanent interest in the well-being of the country, 
save, perhaps, for earning fat pensions at the expense of the people whom 
they subject to their coercive legislation. This is the reason why we witness so 
many tinkerings of the law, so many amendments after amendments and re- 
enactments every ten or twenty years, 


53. Ina lengthy article on the proposed amendments in the law of sedi- 

P page ge tion, the Indu Prakdsh writes:—The Government of 
and sMvice io the leaders of dia seems determined to pass the new law of sedi- 
the popular party to carry tion. The duty of our leaders under these circum- 
the question to the British stances is clear. They. must not cease to agitate the 


Parliament : 
ans question. They should carry the matter to Parliament. 
— reticd Oh), Oh = they silently acquiesce in the new measure, they must 


be prepared to forego their liberty of speech and their 
freedom as individuals. If they succeed in their endeavours for the repeal of the 
new law, they will have gained the credit of having saved the Indian Government 
from a serious political blunder, whereas if they do not succeed, they must bid 
good-bye to all liberty of speech till the regimes of Lord Elgin and Lord George 
Hamilton are over and the Liberals come again into power. Such is the im- 
portance of the present crisis, and we trust that our national leaders will not 
shirk their duty in the face of it. 


54. It seems to us that it would bea gracious and prudent thing for the 
Council as a whole not to persist in passing the new 

Remarks on the proposed Jaw of sedition. So far as we can see, its provisions, 
oa in the law of unless they are radically modified, which there is not 
“Indian Spectator (4), 6th ™uch reason to hope, are a virtual embodiment of 
Feb. — Lord Lytton’s Gagging Act, with something much 
more important added to it. With the fate of that Act 

before them the present Indian Government and the present Conservative Cabi- 
net of Her Majesty may do well to consider if it would be prudent for them, in 
the interests of continuity of policy, to press a legislation which, ten toone, will 
be reversed by a liberal-minded Viceroy or Secretary of State. Thereis time yet 
to pause and think. May the Council—the official majority in the Council—not 
give one more illustration of its capacity—legal capacity—to set all publicopinion 


at defiance. But we welcome the fact that breathing time has now been obtained, 


and possibly the meeting of the Parliament whilst the Bill is still under dis- 
cussion may exert an important and substantial influence on its fate. The 
juries that decide the fates of persons accused of sedition consist in England 


of fellow-countrymen, who are as much interested in guarding freedom of . 


speech as in vindicating the claims of the State against disaffection and disorder. 
In India the juries in presidency towns can never be of “ peers.”” One would 
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have expected that the law would be so amended as to secure a real trial by 
“peers”? in all parts of India. Instead, the new very touchy sedition is pro- 
posed to be made triable by a Magistrate only. Surely then, it was merely a 
cruel irony to say that the proposed changes only intended to assimilate the 
Indian with the English law. In the law as it exists, we are forbidden to 
excite disaffection against “Government established by law in British India.’ 
The proposed amendment substitutes for these the words ‘“ Her Majesty or the 
Government,’ This change, so little as it looks in words, is of a very wide- 
reaching character, indeed. The original words meant British rule as such, 
irrespective of the individuals who are for the time being its fleeting represent- 
‘atives. ‘Government,’ however, means “the person or persons authorized by 
law to administer executive government in any part of British India,’’ Thus, 
it would henceforward be impossible not to identify a Governor or a Chief 
Commissioner with the British rule, and even though any such high officer 
does things manifestly wrong, we must not raise our voice against him—we 
must not, for example, say that he is an unworthy representative of British 
rule or pray for his recall or for a speedy termination of his administration. 
This looks like a claim for infallibiljty by the heads of our official bureaucracy. 
One wonders whether the proposed changes in the law are the result of a 
genuine solicitude for the safety of the Empire or whether they are merely the 
tokens of a desire of our official bureaucracy to become the Grand Llamas of 
India. We doubt if any attempts of this kind would ever practically succeed, 
Practically, indeed, we believe, the new law of sedition will never succeed in 
being worked in the way in which a law of the land ought to work. Under it, 
if enforced rigorously and actively, almost every public man, every journal, 
the sycophant pure and simple excepted of course, will be in jail, and we can- 
not conceive that anything so disquieting, so impolitic, will ever be done by the 
British Government, prudent and far-seeing as it has in history shown itself 
to be. The fact is, public life has come into existence and taken root so deeply 
in India now that the days of attempting to stifle and crush it are gone. For 
criticism our Indian bureaucracy must now always remain prepared ; and this 
is, we are firmly convinced, for the good of the Empire—of India and England 
combined. There is a positive danger in making public men—even loyal 
public men—feel that they live on sufferance and may at any time have to 
pay the penalty of being too candid friends. And again, a law ought to 
be such that its enforcement would be approved by all, and not such as is 
unworkable on account of its very stringency. The more we think about 
it, the more do we feel that if disaffection is to be interpreted as simple 
hatred or contempt—as something which can be created by mere criticism as 
such without an open or concealed incitement to rise or rebel or without a 
reference to them,—if criticism as such is to be punished if it go beyond certain 
limits, then it is absolutely necessary, if all adverse criticism is not to be on 
principle gagged, to make an express distinction between, firstly, Government 
and Government measures, and, secondly, between the British rule as such and 
its fleeting agents for the time being. 


55. From allsides protests, loud and vigorous, are heard against the Sedition 
Bill, and it is a pleasing feature of this condemnation that 
Champion (3), 6th Feb. the Anglo-Indian section of our community have man- 
fully stood up for freedom of speech in India. One prominent fact in this 
controversy, which is patent to all men, is that public opinion in India has 
declared itself against the proposed law, and the Government of India—alas, not an 
unusual thing with it—is once more legislating, contrary tothe wishes of the 
people. We are often told that there is no public opinion in India ; such a state- 
ment, of course, is an absurd one, but it does strike us that public opinion here 
might as well not exist at all, for those in authority take no heed of it. However, 
it is no use worrying ; we must accept, as best we can, the inevitable. Some day 
the authorities will regret their obdurate attitude, and it is the prayer of all earnest 
men that that day may not come too late. Since writing the above, telegraphic 
information has reached Bombay, informing us that the Government intend to 
largely modify their proposals, and judging from the brief summary of the 
Supreme Council debate that has appeared in our local dailies, there does seem 
some hope that.this may be the case. We sincerely hope that wiser counsels 
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. BG. It is not difficult to anticipate what the ultima e action of t 
oo fies at head-quarters will be in reference to. 
Kaiser-e-Hind (120), 6th . fangled | law of sedi AnOeYy are not a d 
Feb, Eng. cols. reasoning or arg sient will ever convince, 
Reasoning or argument never so sound an sition. 
able. The Government i in such matters is never guided by common sense or 
pular opinion. No; to do so would be to depart from it ancient aut 
cratic traditions, which recognise no outside knowledge, | light  sugzes 
Clad in the toughest bull-hide of its own infallibility, it ignores ‘or af 
ignore the wisdom which may be found ontside its own charmed circle. 
estige, whatever may be understood by that word, is dear to the heart of 
- “Sominant bureaucracy. For these reasons we do not expect to see any 
-serious modifications in the Bill, bh th ‘3 2005 ognise | Te 
bodies. have overwhelmed them wi h their ‘pe oti ito igh. Mr. 
-in his speech on Friday last, affected to ' 
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5Y. The Select Committee‘seems to have profited a great deal. by the: 
mass of official and non-official criticism -passed 
“Comments on the report of 
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“BIN to amend the Indian put ies ‘ind the press seem to have been favour- 
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( fhe letter from the Bombay Hig Association | 
= ecretary of the Legislative Departiiont of the 
Bombay High Court Plead- ernment of In lia, commenti, g¢ on the Criminal. 

ers’ Association on the cedure Code Bill, is an admirable document. It 
Criminal P —. Oode concise toa de ree, and. sets. forth in terse lang 
Rast Goftér (123), 6th Some of the most salient defects in the Bill. “Inste 
Fob., Eng, cols. - of indulging in generalities, which is the besetting pe 
| ; : of some of our Political Associations, the letter i 
question deals with concrete facts, and points out how disastrous would be the 
effect of any curta ilment of the powers of. the High Courts in ‘supervising’ the 
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61. Government is doing serious injury to the rights of the egg by 
| ‘some changes which it proposes to make in the postal 
Remarks on the Post Office - law of the land. The postal authorities are to be 
ae tive Opinion (18), 16th’ empowered to detain any article, be it letter, a news 
Feb, B Eng. oa: ete paper or anything, and to refuse to deliver it to the 
addressee if they suspect that it contains anything 
seditious, obscene, &c. The postal authorities can certainly have no knowledge 
Of. the contents of letters and other private despatches. It is a somewhat 
erent thing with newspapers. Their contents might be known to the postal 
s; but then it is investing them with extraordinary powers when it 
p lated to leave it to their discretion to‘determine whether the contents. 

The sedition law of the land ought. by: 
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ligbilities. All, however, depends upon the manner in which this provision 
worked; and we ‘are confident. that, if equitably worked, it will popular 
“betterment 3 in India and lead to important results. 
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a 68. ‘The City of Bombay Improvement Bill has been published at last, 
fo ay oh wt. and we hope its passage through the Council will be 

os ndian Spectator (4), 6th Feb" smooth and quick, Every day that is allowed to 
aS depart: ‘without the imperatively necessary work of reconstructing filthy Bom- 
a bay being commenced is a day which ruins the health of millions and causes 
_ ™ . the death of hundreds, which might all be avoided. The Bill itself seems to be 
: med with care, and its provisions are such as, with some exceptions, which there 
Cee must be, should not necessitate long controversies or any other difficulties in the 
oe _ ‘Way of speedy and pretty unanimous adoption. The principle of -a separate 
_ . Trust, but one with a strong representation of the Corporation, for rebuilding 
ee Bombay having -been ado ont i ers Of detail should not be difficult to be 
-.— gettled. Let us ‘hope the Bill will become law in the beginning of April, so that 
ee the Board to come into existence under it may have two months before the 
monsoons to survey the whole town carefully, form a comprehensive and syste- 
a : of what is to be done, and organize the machinery to give effect toits 
a resolutions. It would seem that not much justification can be found for having the 
Commanding Officer of the Bombay District on the Board, and we would indeed be 
: glad if, instead, a seat were given tos representative of the Mill-owners’ -Associa- 
4 n. Tt is an extremely large interest and its co-operation- would be very 
a8 -waluable. The number of the ‘Trustees looks very large, and but for the provi- 
sion empowering the Board to delegate their powers to sub-committees, we 
is should have doubted that the Board would command that. despatch; the want of 
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ourunwieldy Corporation—is to be defended. Yet. mba 
always trusted in fully, and. often delay than facilitate b 
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as ! y be carved out of it. “Would not: three sno from the 
_. Corporation, one each from the Chamber of Commerce, the Mill-owners’ Asso- 
ee ciation .and the. Port Trust, and three Government nominees including the 
el irman, with the Municipal Commissioner, suffice.for the purpose? There 
ae need not be an express sary majority, -we should think, in a body. where so 

. ‘he Corporation and Government are 
ry interested in the eek: of the and both do give substantial pro- 
to the Board. Why should then Government have more nominees than 
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: esamer What.recks the overnment. legislates—whether it be oe 
ally ior the beneiit There are ways of benefiting = 
and we cannot di ict that the method and manner ee 
_ which the Governm d Sandhurst is going toadopt for = is, 
~ the benefit of the rate-payers is not one which has our unqualified approval. . 
ple. : 
_ This. brings us to the very first point in the proposed Bill, -We have co as 
it before and we condemn it again, because it is entirely conceived on wrong 
principles, The. citizens of Bombay, in whose behalf the improvements are. . 3 
supposed to be earried out, are not to be allowed: to manage the improvements.  ° “= 
No, they are still to be kept in leading-strings. They are yet supposed to. be 8 
children and.must therefore be under paternal or mabap protection, They . 
retend to govern the country on British principles, but where for their own 
a urposes those. principles. are found inconvenient, they do not hesitate to cast 
them to.the winds. We-are not at all in love with the Bill, because it ignores — 
the. fundamental principle of local self-government, thataffairs which ought =§=§=—S— we 
to be. managed by. the people themselves should be left to the people. There os 
: have been a.class of short-sighted. people who. have in a moment of weakness 
given at the Corporation their blind adhesion to the erroneous principle on — 
! which the whole superstructure of the Bill. is framed. We dare say they are i 
now rubbing their eyes and seeing for themselves’ with a clear vision what is in. : 2 
store for them,.and how by.a flank movement the authors of the Bill have | 
adroitly managed. to. set. up the authority of this precious Trust over and 
1 above that of the supreme administrative authority m- the city—an authority | 
existing for the last thirty-two years. : | a 
65. Now that the Improvement Bill has been published; some of those 2 
Guiardty (114), 6th Feb, Coxpotators who were: over-zealous at the very outset a 
Hat. cols, (114), Oth Bey will now admit that the Bill is not quite so acceptable — a 
GEG ag it'seemed:to them'some weeks ago. The Corpora: a 
tion will be asked to elect four out of the thirteen official and non-official ‘repre- aa 
sentatives: on the. fe are not sure if the Corporation will be satisfied - oe 
with this arrange not a li raordinary that, while the Chamber . - 
-owning interest; which stands <o 
hout-any representation at all. 
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regard to the distribution of ‘seats in th 
principal ‘features of the:Bill is the provi 
of the working classes, and it is to us altogether why thei o 
mployers should not have been given at ‘least one representative on the Board. | — 
1e Corporation had known that the ratepayers would be called upon to ea ay 
ontributein excess of the two per cent. that isto ‘be levied on the rateable a 
value. of their property for the purposes of the Trust; and of the ‘““bludgeon 
clause,’’ it may’ be’ doubted if some of its: members would have gone in for the 
scheme with such enthusiasm as they displayed at first. This point will 
ainly not eseape notice in the discussions: that will follow when the pro- 
f:the Billare more clearly understood. It. is the financial provisions 
wat will require vigilant and searching scrutiny at the hands 
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3 say we still remain unconverted. We look upon 
it as a huge blunder, and, in truth, all-our gloomy sangre have been’ more 
: . There are, of course, no two questions as to the excellent object 


in view. We yield to none in giving credit to Lord Sandhurst for the 
a best of intentions; for a desire to initiate, in the back slums of Bombay, a 
m, sanitary condition which will remove the accumulated squalor, dirt and filth 
- of many a year and which will make the houses fit for human habitation, 
= : as at present, the congeries of kennels and pig-styes. But the 
a scheme has neither been well thought out nor is it on lines which the popular 
a vaice canapprove. We repeat we are notin love with the method and manner in 
which the Governmént contemplates the carrying out of thescheme. Our criticism 

is therefore entirely directed against the method. In the first instance, there is 

the fatal misconception ing the authority which should carry out the 

-  geheme. We said in October last, and we say it again with greater emphasis, 
after carefally | eae the Bill, that the genius, whoever he may be, who 
conceived the idea of creating a separate body of Trustees, seems to have known 
absolutely nothing of the municipal history of Bombay, or, if he has known it, 

Le it is evident that he is no lover of local self-government. Rather does 
: he admire the bureaucratic traditions,.and he fancies that a special bureau, 
: imbued with all the worst traditions of autocracy, is infinitely a more efficient 
— body than any that can be chosen by the public whose money is to be spent. 
This conceit-——for we cannot characterise if by any other name—is doomed to 
meet with intense opposition. "What is wrong in principle can never be right in 
) ice. The principle on which it is now eagerly sought to carry out the 
scheme being fundamentally wrong, it is hopeless to expect that it can work as 
successfully and economically as its authors fondly wish. To allege that the 
Municipality of Bombay cannot carry out, or is incapable of carrying out, this 
scheme is a libel ; and we openly challenge those to point out to us the failures 
which would condemn the Corporation at the bar of an impartial tribunal, and to 
demonstrate its incapacity for carrying on the work now to be given to a 
bureaucratic body. Our first and most fundamental objection then is to this 
: absurd idea, which seeks to establish an Imperium in wmperio in this city— 
fficial-ridden, plague-ridden, and police-ridden. The Trust, as soon as 

it comes into operation, will become the focus of place-hunters on fat salaries and 
pensions at the expense of the ratepayers, whose representatives are to be treated. 
with the scantiest courtesy and in more than one respect to be ignored as if they 
never existed. Yet such is the fact, ashe who has eyes toread and has the 
ee mind to think and judge can find out for himself if he examines the provisions of 
= the Bill. Thereareso many objections that it is impossible we can refer to 
e them all- to-day, but we shall return to the subject. -At present let us remind 
the public of , the letter which the Government addressed to the Corporation 
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to have made this body subordins the Oorporation. Excepting the 

- of barracks for the police, the other work entrusted to the new Board is 
of a municipal character, and it is certainly anomalous that there should exi 
two independent bodies to do the same kind of work. We should therefore like 
the new Board to work under the supervision of the Corporation, provided that 


the Trust itself adequately represents the different interests affected in carrying 
- out the scheme, 


Education. 


68. Itis somewhat undignified of the Syndicate to carry on correspond- 

Bombay University Syndi- °20° with the Government in regard to the question 
cate and its position incarry- 8 to Government authorisation of Colleges recognised 
ing on correspondence with by the Senate without taking instructions from the 
the Bombay : overnment in §enate, to which body alone the Syndicate is respon- 
G. aman ee os sible and subordinate. At the time when the recogni- 
Colleges recognized by the tion of the new Law College was discussed in the 
Senate. 3 Senate, Vice-Chancellor Candy and Professor Hathorn- 
“ Indu — (15), 7th thwaite referred to the matter, but they could not 

a i a communicate the correspondence to the Senate. That 
means that an agent carries on certain transactions for the benefit of his 
master without the master’s knowledge, and, when called upon to explain the 
matters, tells him that he cannot disclose the transactions because they are confi- 
dential! We do not know what the Government means by raking up some old 
law and taking.a position in educational matters which if has abandoned long 
since, It will be very curious to know the result of this revival of the inquisi- 
torial powers of Government, We wish they would shelve these delicate ques- 
tions, to be taken up in quieter times. We trust our Government will soon 
realise that a repressive policy is never successful in the end. 


Native States. 


69. The Satyavakia refers to the murder of a student at SAévantvadi and to 

- certain other recent murders in the Sévantvddi State, 

_ Murders in the Sévantvaédi and alleges that the real authors of these murders, 
Fre oe tuest, to the though found out, are not brought to book, probably 
the British authorities in the because they happen to belong to the caste which pre- 
matter, ' ponderates in the State service. e paper draws 
Satyavakta (89), Sth Feb. the attention of the Political Superintendent and the 
oe British authorities to the above allezation, and re- 
quests that the investigation into the murders be entrusted to special police 
officers from outside the State, and that the trials also of the offenders, when 
found, should proceed before a special tribunal from which the officers of the 


State should be excluded. 
Intelligence extracted from the Press. 


70. From a private letter just received we learn that about eight hundred 
| people collected together and created a disturbance 

eported disturbance at @ sli (Souther mai es 

gh, a Native State inthe though not as serious as, 


Sdn 
‘Sou Maratha Country. stun ) 
Sudhdrak (22), 7th Feb,  a8saulted the doctor and several 
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Politics and the Public Administration— agi 


) Bombay Legislative Council : Approval of the appointment *of Mr. 
kandas Atmaram as an Additional Member of the — vee vee 
-Bubonic plague: ._ “ ay i he: : 
-. Observation camps: Abolition of — desired 
Plague measures at Belgaum eee vee eee / 
: oe Plague measuresat Bombay: - — 
~~" Alleged evil effects of — and a request to educated Natives. 
| ~.  ***" Alleged want of co-operation between the Bombay Plague Com- 
, mittee and the Health Department of the Bombay Municipality. 
aN Disapproval of the attack. made by ‘Mr. Gilbert on the Bombay 
| Government and the Bombay Plagu 


ue Committee at the annual 
meeting of the Bombay Chamber of Commerce ,,., ae 

Increasing virulence of plague in Bombay and the measures adopted 

to cope with it... | | 

_ Plague operations in Bombay 

oe : _ by 


and the alleged uneasiness produced 
em in the Native community 


eee 


| Praise of the management of the Hindu Fever Hospital 2 i 
‘ - Suggestions to the Bombay Plague Committee vee os 


. Plague measures at Broach: Complaint against Rao Bahadur Chunilal 
Venilal, C.I.B., Plague authority at Broach ... 


Plague measures at Hubli (Dharwar) : | 
| lieged fear of inoculation being made compulsory at Hubli ap 
: ires at Poona and Bombay : spprobation of —- -—is(ias 
e operations at Poona : Suggestions to the Poona Plague authorities. 
| .e Commission: The — and the scope of its enquiry A ic. 
Her Majesty the Queen’s speech at the opening of Parliament .., a 


| Judicial matters : ie eee recat c 
: Alleged contrast between the verdicts in the cases of Chapekar and Gunner 


5 ee | : iper ete 


SS Ss . Remarks on the oonyiction of Damodar -Chape or murdering 
; ‘Mr. Rand and Lieutenant Ayerst ive eis sis 


Remarks in connection with the acquittal of Gunner Piper, tried at 

the last sessions of the Bombay High Court on a charge of murder- 
ae, # tive villager ees | ees a | eee : eee 
yoyalty and heroism displayed by Native soldiers in the 
“war and a request to appoint Natives to commissioned 
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: of Newspapers and Periodicals, 


(For the week ending 19th February 1898. 


Names of Newspapers. ' Place of Publication , 


é ; . 


ENGLISH. 
The Bombay East Indian Bombay 
»» . Champion... ine ia bi Do. 


99 eh Prakash eee ees eee eos Poona ee 
5) indian Spectator and Voice of India ...} Bombay 
», Kardéchi Chronicle sco eee, wef MCRL 
“ Ké4thiawar Times eon coe Rajkot Daily wes 
ee eee ee ee Weekly ... 
Phoenix eee ooe eae see eee Karachi Bi-weekly 
rly Journal of the Poona Sarva- 

— Sabha ... ase .».| Poona... . cea 
Railway. Advocate Hubli... | eekly ... 
Sind Timés': «..  . ‘Kardchi oe Bi-weekly 


AnGLo-Maritat. 


The Din Bandhu __.... ---| Bombay 
-Dnyan Chakshu eee Poona eee 
be baer eve Bombay 
Indu Prakash ... Do. ., 
Kémgér or Workman — Do. 
Mantri ... eee Poona eee 
Native Opinion ... ne Bombay 
3 Do 


hm 29 LO 


KOS OT 03 


pat pent 


Prabhakar ‘hs 
Shri Say4ji Vijay Baroda... 
Subodh Patrika ... Bombay 


Sudhdarak... eee Poona... 
Bombay 


Chitragupta ... ws 
Daivadnya Mitré : Monthly ... 
Daivadnya Samachér_ ... D 


Es ed 


ett 


ee 


‘Thé 


Moda 


Nasik Vritt 


Nipdni Vaibhav ... 


Nydya Sindhu 
Panchénan 
Pandhari Bhus 
Pandhari Mitra& ... ie 
Pen Samacha1 
‘Poona Vaibhav 


Prabodh Chandrika 


¢ 


Prabodh Ratn& 


Pratod . 


Raghav Bhushan 


Ratnaikar . 


SadyasthityAdarsh 


Sansth4nik 
Saty& Sadan 
Saty& Shodhak 
Satyavakta 


Shikshak , 


Sholapur Samach&r 


ee 


Shubh Suchak 


Sudarshan 


Udyogavriddhi 
Vértédarsha 


Vartéhar . 


Vartanidhi 


Vatandar.. 


Vengurla Vritt 


Vichéri_ . 


Vidya Vilds 


Vikshipta . 


Mara'tHI—continued, 


The Mitra and Gorakshan Saméch4r 

,»,  Mitrodaya 
ritt 
Mumbai Vaibhav 
Nagar Samfch4r 
Nasik Vaibhav ... 
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Virashaivamata Prakash 
Vividh Dny4n Vistar ... 


Vrittas4r , 


a 


Vritt Sindhu 
Vritt Sudha 


Vy4pari 


ANGLO-GUJARA’TI. 
The Broach Saméchér , 


Deshabhakta 
Gujarati... 
Gujarat Mitra 
Gujarat hy Ss 
Hindi Pune 
Hindusthan 
Independent 
Kaiser-e-Hind 
Kathidwar News... 


Panch Mahél Times 


Rast Goftar 


Shri SayAji Vijaya 
ra 


Suryé 


Ahmedabad Times 


Ajab 


amsher ... 


GusARA’TI. 


eee 


Do, 
Rajkot... 
Godhra. 
Bombay 
Baroda 


Fyre 

Nn Se : 
wid Be ee! 
Mate? Pte Ps 
Rae) ¥ 


a? yee 
if 


Daily 
Weekly 


Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do, 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 


Do. 
Weekl 


Monthly ... 
Weekly 
DO 


Monthly ... 
Fortnightly 


SION eds 

t Os Pena ee 
BOe oes 
ye SR rat 
‘2 eet 
Ta. - ous 
B06 ane 
‘Do. ese 
Dov. .6e 
DOs. as 
Tri-weekly 
Weekly ... 
Ee 
Se 55, 
Do. eee 
CeO. aes 


oe 
Ss 3S 
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ee 
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99° 


99 
99 
99 


99 Pra 


ja 


Raéjyabhakta 


ae 


» Nure Elam pe 
» Nydyadarshak ... 
» Praja Mitra see 


eee 


Samac : 
» Kaira Khetiwddi Patri... 
Kaira Vartaman ,.. 
Kathidwadno Himdé 
Kathidwar Krishi 
99 Kithiawar Times... : 
» Kelavni 


» Udichya Hitechchhu Patra 
Vaishnava... 

» Vishvadarshan 
» Wyapak 


ANGLO-Ka/NARESE. 


The Hubli Patra 


>. 


ENGLISH, Maritui anp KAnarzsz. 


v 


The Chandrodaya . 
Loks Mitra 
Ma: ron cred 


nyint 

Satya Vritt 
-Subodh Chandrika 
Vidya Santen Patra 


The Karnétak Patri ... 
» Rdjahansa ~ 
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K A’NARESE. 


hu... 
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“Hip. 


 ‘Urnv: 


The Aina-i-Hind _ 
» Alam Aphroz Bambai ... 


ese 


a ' 
a % ay Mas 
i ite 


ENGLISH AND HINDI. 


The Pandit 


Mara'tTHI AND Ka’NARESE. 


The Chandrika 
» Siddheshvar ~ 


4 


The Shri Venkateshvar Samdehér ... 


Ahmedabad ... 
Bombay ‘ee 
Do. ses 
Do, eée 
Do. eee 
Ahmedabad ... 
mbay eK 
Bombay sai 


Kaira 
Ahmedabad 
0. eee 
Rajkot 
Baroda 
Bombay Sy 
Ahmedabad 
Karachi a 


Bombay i 
Ahmedabad ... 
Bombay tes 

Do. een 

Do. “ie 

Do. si 
Surat ... eee 
“Mahudha ius 
Ahmedabad ... 
Bombay ies 


Do. “8 


Bijspur as 
Dharwar... 
0. See 
R&nebennur ... 
Navalgund .., 
Do. in 
Hubli... ses 


Do. ‘ee 


Weekly 


0. 
Do. 
Fortni 
Monthly 
Weekly 


Dail 
Weekly 
D 


O. 
Monthly 
Weekly 

Do. 
Tri-mont 


Do. 


Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 


Do. 
Weekly 
Do. 
Monthly 


Weekly 
Do. 


Weekly 


Weekl 
Do. 4 


Weekly 
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Do, 
Fortnigh 
Weekly 


Weekly 
Do 


Weekl 
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‘Tri-mont 


Monthly ... 
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Bi-weekly 
Monthly ... 


Fortnightly 
Bi-weekly 
Weekly ... 


Monthly s 


Fortnightly 
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Weekly ... 


-monthly 
Weekly 
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: No. | ss Names of Newspapers. eae 
ie } : EnciisH, Mana'tHI and GUJABA‘TI. Se an ee 
: ‘ 1 The Baroda Vatsal ese sas : : eee eee ote ,@oe Weekly eee - pee : 
| ENGLISH, THI, Gusarna’t1 ) | 
ee ? AND Konxant. | 
202 | The Garibéncha Kaivari ( ve eee] Fortnightly «i. 
: * Mara’rat anv Uspv. . 
2 el 2 The Gulbarga Saméchér ie o : eee eee arga | eee Sad Weekly eee eee 
| - _ Aneto-Sinpr. : : : 
Bees 3 The Lux... . ese eee eee eee ee Hyderabad (Sin eee eee oer 
a8 9 Prabhat eee eee eee ‘ coe os eee eee 
: | : - Suepr. | . 
| ‘The Khairkhah eee eee see eee I een eee Weekly lye oo¢ 
74 99 uin-ul-Isl4m eee eee eee ot) ae . eee eee Os ees ove 
; 99 Sind Su | | eee eee eee eee Oo eee eee Do. eee eee Bs @ 
| i “  -* Axaio-PoRTUGUESE, : tS 
| A o-Lusitano eee  @ee eee e090 Bombay ee ese Weekly ese eee 1, 
91 f e letim Indiano eee Rapes FS eve coe; Do. eee eee Do. see eee eee 
: - PortuauEse-KoNKAnt. : oe soe 
911 The Luso-Concanim eee ay eee eee Bombay eee Gee Weekly eee eee 
, >»: Notes.—A, The xiotices from the different Newspapers have been collected in the Report under different h 
| _B. The names of Newspapers are printed in the margin of the Report in itali , and the number of the News- 


paper in the above list is printed in brackets after the name, pee 3 | 

. ©, The system of vernacular words followed by the Reporter is the same.as that.adopted in the 
Official Spelling List of the:Bombay Presidency. One peculiar feature of this system is that wnen the be (a Of 
or d) is the last letter of a word, the accent is left out, and the short a(4%} = in gun) is, to prevent confusion, 
never placed at the end ofa word, - This rule has been strictly followed, except that when the short a appears to be 
absolutely necessary to complete the pronunciation of a word, asin Arunodaya or the well-known Mitra, it is printed 


with a mark over it to.indicate that it isshort, thus—-d, | pee - : il 
et D. figures giving the circulation or number of copies published ‘of each newspaper and periodical as 


) must be regarded with caution, 


furnished by the proprietor, are not guaranteed as accurate, and in. some 
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itself indicates the cha 
Government as to the rig 


end of the famine an 
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2.. Before this, no reference was made. to India in the Queen’s speech a 


_ the opening of Par 
Kaiser-e-Hind (120), and 

G iv "an exception to me 
ujar@er (114), 18th Feb. ed pl Pe ity 


as a healthy sign of the times and are grati 


has at last aroused the sympathy of the British public, From 
yueen’s speech, we infer that Her 
to bring to an.end the disastrous 
Ve earnestly hope that th 
take due measures in the matter. [The Gujarc 
sentiments and is anxious to know the Secretary of S 


the frontier question i in this country in the, 
Majesty as well as her advisers are determine 
forward pdlicy on the North-West frontier. 


ment, but this’ year’s speech is’ 

le, as India occupies a pro- 
Te welcome this new departure’ 
‘to find that this poor country 
ihe reference t 
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ate for India’s ‘eqlenntion , 


rding Poona affairs, the detention of the Natu others and the new law of ; 
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_ 8. Not only the Indian Empire, but even Great: Britain:is, resounding with: 


. the praises of the Si 


Hoyalty and heroism dis-_ 
played by Native soldiers in heroism displayed b 


soldiery for the loyalty and 
them in the recent frontier wars. 


the recent: frontier. war ek The course of the history of British India furnishes 


a request to appoint Natives 
to commissioned posts in the his: European C0! 
army. 
Shri Saydji Vijaya (124), 
16th Feb., Eng. cole, ) 
) | } --.. him.or his country 
applauds him in unmeasured terms at times, wou 


ire to.be a 
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. 4. The Famine Commission, we regret to observe, { out after alltobe 
nothing better than a huge farce. Inarecent issue 
- The Famine Commission of the-Government Gazette the Bombay Government 


. 


. and the scope of its enquiry. aay ame gt cage agpeome Flares 
NBhrs Sayajs Vijaya (124), have published ions for the guidance of int 


y 16th Feb., Eng. cols. ing witnesses, from which it plainly appears that the 
a ct agai Commission has no authority to go beyond certat : 


ae specified limits. They afe to confine their enquiries to the working of the | 
amine Code: ‘The result of these enquiries might easily be anticipated. The : 
rovisions of the Famine Code have been found sufficient to meet the emergency — 

Pa or which they ‘have been made, and there was no ground to complain about 

oC their actual working, when Government at last recognized the dire truth as to 

i | the impending danger. If people had to complain about anything, it was the 

slowness with which this recognition was made. The worry and expense of the _ : 
_ « Commission in these days of financial difficulties might as well have been spared, : 
to .. therefore, so far at least as the Bombay Presidency was concerned, The Supreme 
Pe and the Local Governments might have blown their own horns without calling . 
: in the aid of a Commission. 


pS 5. Even the British Indian Government seems to be powerless to resist 
a : | - the influence of the oriental environment in* which it 
an Request to the people to is placed. Its despotism *has of late tended to be- 
ee release of the ¢ome more and more orientalized. We know this too Be 
ane Indu Prakésh (15), 14th Well to our cost. When the usual good nature of the 
ae Feb., Eng. cols. administrators was overcome by the panic of the 
an moment, when the ill-wishers of the Indian people got 
oe _ the upper hand in the Councils of State, both here and in — we learnt to 
ee our cost that the boast of our being British subjects in full and undisputed 
ee enjoyment of liberty of speech and security of person and property: which every 
pee Englishman claims as his birthright, was all moonshine.. Then we began to 
Bl whine and.grin, but to what purpose? We saw two of our noblemen put in 
_ chains without trial, without enquiry, and we found ourselves helpless. It was 
then, and then only, that we began to hunt up our statute book, to find to our 
mortification that it did contain a regulation in full force which gave absolute — 
authority to the Executive Government to send any man to jail at its sweet 
e will and pleasure and to get hold of his property. We then had ‘to sit with 
S _ folded hands. Whose fault was it? Was it not our duty to have in good time : 
taken steps to remove the regulation from the statute book? The two men are : 
rotting in jail. Beyond the belated representation of the Presidency Association 
and the Congress resolution, what has been done to get them justice? How can 
we aspire for the privileges of Englishmen without showing any gm of 
s possessing even a moderate share of their virtues? The Englishman’s dogged — &§ 
a _ perseverance and undaunted courage have given him his present: position &§ 
<3 among nations. Would an Englishman have sat idle, as we are doing, on such . § 
- anoccasion as this? Should we not agitate and agitate till the Natus are released ? a 
ae Should we not hold meetings after’ meetings in every part of India to get the 7 
ss regulation repealed and to have the Natus released? ‘Should wenotdoourbest 
a bring to the notice of the fair-minded British electors the iniquity of the law . 
administration ? In the truly oriental fashion, we look on with a 
nant smile while our British friends in England are doing our duty. Is 
the way to attain politica. pation? 


- 6. The murders of the Jubilee nis it have been avenged at last. 
Conviction of Damodar sentenced to death by the S 


oP olin elite 


Damo- . 


a and 


, 


Feb. 


release the Natu brothers, the only course open to the well-wishers. of India a : 
would be to raise the question in Parliament. : ce 


8. The correspondent of the Times of India, who has over the significant 


Request made to Govern. the exercise by Government of the prerogative of is 
ment by a correspondent in mercy in the case of Mr. Tilak, expresses, we should. : 
spine sf to release - believe, the general sentiments on the subject prevail- as 

hs Lx Beek ator (4), 18th ing amongst at least all the Native communities. of 
Feb. — | 


language and the spirit of his writings, We, for one, feel sure that pardon: to ee 
Mr, Tilak will, instead of setting any premium upon objectionable writings, e. 
make ‘Lord Sandhurst’s Government positively more popular and esteemed. 
The Government has gained all along the line, and nothing so becomes a victor 
or so wins over even the vanquished as mercy, forgiveness and indulgence. 


ter the s 
tractors of t Balk 
dispassionate view of him and his works, = = =| —._— sn c 


‘l. The Karndtak Patra writes that asthe conviction of Damodar Chapekar 
Or ee , on the charge of having murdered Messrs. Rand and : 
to withdraw the additional Yerst has cast the theory of a widespread political = 
police at Poona and to release CONSpiracy at Poona to the winds, it would be. unjust “a 
the Nata brothers in view of to maintain the additional police at Poona any longer lee 
ad ee of Damodar and that it would be. .also impolitic, except upon 

Kernétak Patra(173), 14, {Utther justification, to detain the Natu brothers in ~ 


Ohampion (2), 13th Feb. 


and the prison 


to do, and it will mean such a lot. [Several other papers of the week 


we dle 


ae 


Roel 


ar > 


Pighien 


the trial of Damodar Chapekar has thrown a flood of light = 
‘and prejudiced brains.. Now that there isa calm anda a. 
f »1t is to be hoped that wiser counsels will prevail and the. le 


© poor educated Native jhow ‘more ‘robust sense and take a a a 
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eee ther em te 


custody. The paper says that if Government will 4 
not even now withdraw the additional police and e) 


>. 


‘signature of “Olive Branch” eloquently advocated | 


India, including amongst them even those who never 
approved either Mr. Tilak’s methods of work or the 


ee ha 


goonlly 38 oe h 
andhurst will take the hint and do this 


our Ex- 
such an 3 
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cs release of Mr. Tilak from his 1 
imprisonment has 4 placa inthe Councils. of theGov- 
| = -ermment. Probably ie question most tothe front — 


an * fs 
¢ 5 
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do so.will produce a good 


ill be. st pm a very : + fact, writes the aper, that the letter of the corres- 
pondent is given a prominent place in the columns of the Times of India shows 


tes clearly which way the wind blows. = ° 


: 12, We congratulate. Mr, Vrijbhukandas Atmaram on his elevation to 
: wit Legislative. Council. He is one of the most respec 
Approval ‘= point- and conspicuous. members. of the Native community, 
ponent ri uy ree His extensive m tile experience, shrewd intelli- 
Member of the Bombay Legis- gence and discriminating caution. ought to make him. 
lative Council. a useful member of Council, [The Kaiser-e-Hind | 
Cee 120), 13 snd Kaiser-e- says :—The Native mercantile community is to be con- 
a on (120), 19th Feb» "8: . sratulated on the nomination of/Mr. Vrijbhukandas 
ae pence : i Atmaram to be an additional member of the Legis- oe 
lative Council. The selection isa happy one and the Bombay Government 


deserves thanks for it. | ) oe os eS 


-. 18, The papers noted in the margin approve of the nomination of 
| ’ ‘My. Vrijbhukandas Atmaram as an Additional Member, 
Gujarat jiath 115), 13th of the Bombay, Legislative Council, The Gwardé 
Reb. eye aorey oF C 59}, Mitra and the Deshi Mitra are especially glad, because. 
| 17th Feb, weresittion geeks 8 Vrijbhukandas is a Gujarati Hindu gentleman and — 
: a native of Surat.’ - | . 


ay 14. Acorrespondent of the Deshi Mitra, writing from Ahmedabad, says. .< 
a oe that the trade of that city is paralysed more on | 

Ae Abolition of observation account of the quarantine camps at different places : 

| ger vee od (139), 17th "Han, on account of the plague itself, and earnestly 

Feb, - oe requests Government to modify the rules governing 
ey eres Vee detention i in camps in the interest of the mercantile 


‘ ‘ . . . sf 


- 15, The Vdrtdhar observes that the measures adopted by the Govern- : 
ae oss poof. ment at Bombay and Poona, for the suppression 
1 ‘Disapprobation, of the of the plague—especially the employment. of soldiers: 
i piagne ia at’ Poons for house-to-house visitation—do not appear to have: 
i . Vartéhan (99), 14th Feb; Produced the desired effect. The paper remarks that 
oS Vérténidhi (100), 16th Feb. the Government is led quite astray in the choice'of. 
a. Oe aie a0 lague- measures. by some of their medical advisers 
os but:that it is never too late to leave the wrong path. [ e san 

subject the Vdrtdnidhi says that the plague may. fairly ‘be 
; foe, as it baffles all human-skill and effort to vanquish ‘the only 

course open to the people is to: flee away ‘from the. infec “parts. The paper 
serves that the Government cannot ju amed for the measures they 
ve taken in good faith to drive away the p {that itis a fact that 
‘measures cause more trouble to the the ner dieepse aia 


r 


» 


we Ge 


he attacked the Government in la e which was, in the first _place, un- 
becoming the ar ity of a body like t ae mber and which was again unneces- 
sarily strong. ‘The resolution was as mi aad. in |, ge as it was of au 
argumentative character, but it lost a good teal of its strength by the 
violence of language and the questionable taste of its mover. We are prepared 
o to admit that Mr. Gilbert, as far as facts and statistics go, made out a 
conclusive case in favour of inoculation, though it. cannot be said that 
<srenpuce and detention of persons in camps outside the city are without 
ood in the same direction. Mr, Gilbert had his fling at the Plague E 
Ceraitettrise: who, by the way, treated his early communication on the subject as 
) of inoculation with scant courtesy and attention. He not only attacked. J 
: and ridiculed the Plague Committee, but he accused the Government of 
cowardice and held out threats against them that if they failed to encourage 
inoculation, as he had asked them to do, there would be an appeal made to the 
Viceroy and the matter brought before Parliament. This was, perhaps, the 
first time in the history of the Chamber when a member was allowed such 4 
license against Government and their responsible officers. Such language may ae 
2. SS be tolerated in a country like England, where there is a homogeneous population a 
and the people are brought up under a constitution of government which is 
peculiar to the country ; but it is apt to be mistaken in India, where a handful 
of Europeans have to govern millions of people of a diversified character, more 
or less ignorant, and divided into as many castes, creeds and sections as the 
sands of the sea. What wonder if Mr. Gilberi’s example is now followed by 
the Congress orators and Congress newspapers, who will surely take the cue from 
him and say things against Government ten times stronger than what has 
fallen from him ? 


17. The ravages of the plague during the last week have been very 

tucceinloig -Virnlaion of appalling. It claimed 2,067 victims during the week 

plague in Bombay and, the ending on Tuesday last, and the day following the 

measures adopted to cope number of deaths went up to 348—a record figure 

with it. . never before surpassed during the last epidemic! 

Hinds Panch (117), 18th People are dying in shoals every week, and the only 

Hebe, Fag. hope of. salvation is now centred in Haffkine’s pro- ) 

phylactic and the regeneration scheme prepared by His Excellency the Gov- 

ernor’s own hands. All the measures of the Plague Committee and the lavish 

) expenditure of money from the coffers of the Corporation have, all, along the 
: line, proved futile, and the fell destroyer is going on resolutely with his work 
of killing people in the nasty, stinking hotbeds of uncleanliness of this once 
much-belauded city. They tried to keep the people packed like sardines in the 

city by putting quarantine restrictions of the strictest kind. Even the suburbs 

were closed, and the Malabar Hill locality was jealously guarded and quarantined 

against the inroads of people from other wards of the city. But all this to no 

avail! "Whether quarantine or no quarantine, the fell disease increases: in 

virulence every day, and, notwithstanding all the prophets of good omen, the 

poor doomed citizens of urbe prima in Indis have a very’ dark outlook before 
them. | ee 


18. We believe we should be failing in our duty if we were to shrink 

‘from bringing to the notice of Government the great 

Plague operations in Bom- uneasiness, almost bordering upon despondency, which 

bay and the alleged uneasiness has spread in every Native community of Bombay 

prognces oe in the as regards the plague operations as they ‘have deve- 

ae Indian Spectator (4), 13th . Joped of late. In almost every measure there seems 

s Feb, to be such a half-and-half system as combines the 

Be : ) minimum of advantage with the maximum.of friction, 
s for yey sober on-loo ker to view with equanimity the 

naturally expect th 31 measures to show consistency _ ee 

onsidera : Th for the feelings atid con- oo 
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Plague Committee’s regime under General Gatacre. To devote most attention 


only to hunting out plague cases and their segregation and to know no alternative 
between disinfecting a room or two and evacuating whole tenements cannot be 
considered a very scientific method, we should think, of combating the plague. 
The matter of the gravest importance is, however, the employment of soldiers, and 
soldiers alone, for plague duty. We praise Tommy for the willingness he has 
shown for this very hard work, and we would ag utilize him. But we certainly 
would like him to be always aneigee So mgge y civilians, by laymen, by leading 
Native gentlemen, under whose orders, and not otherwise, he should work. 


That Tommy is fond of jokes and that the people hold him in awe and under- 


stand not his jokes, and that he is incapable of respecting all their prejudices, are 
things never to be forgotten. Last year we had the plague in all its virulence, 
and though we had a military officer at the head of the Plague Committee, he 


~ never employed soldiers to carry on house-to-house visitations. He sought 


and he obtained the co-operation of Native gentlemen—of J.P.’s as well as 
men without titles. Why should the same be no longer possible in Bombay, 
which is more full and more willing to-day to a¢quiesce in necessary plague 
measures than it was last year? The organizations of J.P.’s and other visitors 
of last year would seem in many places to have been allowed by neglect 
to gradually die out. "Who is responsible for this P we may well ask, Already 
there are tales about the soldiers’ doings, and we venture to mention this bare 
fact, in spite of the knowledge we have that these are days when conclusive 
evidence alone is paid attention to, We urge that again an effort be made to 
secure the active co-operation of lay Native gentlemen in numbers, and that 
they, and not soldiers, be the heads of search-parties and kindred organizations 
in the city. Let not Poona and Sinnar be so soon forgotten. Even great 


calamities ought to be combated in a manner which will guarantee that no 


trouble would gratuitously arise therefrom. 


19. So long as the strict quarantine measures, the house searching, the 

14), i, Segtegation, the burning of old clothes, the removal 

r ms maenooens (24), 47% tg hospitals, and the like, seemed to be effective in 
.» Eng. cols. ; ; 

: stamping out the plague, sympathy was somewhat 

subordinated to necessity ; but as time goes on, and it is becoming evident that 

these precautions avail but little, one’s sympathy with the people gains ground, 


and the measures, in view of their failure, seem unnecessarily severe and a 


needless trouble to the people. We do not pretend to be experts in the matter, 
but the worry, annoyance and laceration of-feeling to which the poor people 
are subjected seems to them worse than the plague, and one is not sure but 
that in this they are about right. It is a question whether the failure of 
strict measures should not suggest measures that will be less burdensome to 
thé people. Notwithstanding the cost to the State, we think more ought to be 
done in compensating the people for the losses incurred by them in the burning 
of their property and in their compulsory segregation. Viewed from the point 
of view of the people, their loss and annoyance, and their grief at the. treatment 
of their sick, is very great, and one’s sympathy goes out to them in no small 
degree. : : 


20. The Sutyavakta says that the stringent plague preventive measures 

) , saul adopted by Government have by this time, been 

Satyavakia (163), 12th Feb. shown to be useless in checking or preventing the 
plague, and as, moreover, they have excited dissatisfaction among the people, it 

would be prudent to — with those measures in order to restore peace and ~ 

content among the people i ou 

21, A Bombay correspondent writes to the Kesar :—Bombay is at present: 

~~ Resari (64), 15th Feb,  Tealising the bitter experience gained by Poona last 
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especially are naturally afraid of the soldiers, as in the afternoon visits of the 
search parties the male members are generally absent. It is to be hoped that 
the Plague Committee will order that the search work in the afternoon should 
begin at 5 p.m. instead of 4 p.m. They can make up the hour thus lost. by 


commencing the work at 6 a.m. instead of 7 A.M. It is to be regretted that no © 


Native volunteers are coming forward to accompany thesearch parties. If they 
accompany the parties, much of the popular alarm will vanish. | 


22, The Guwardti also, in making adverse comments on the plague- 

ee _ preventive measures in Bombay generally, opposes the 

Réjoe tans ae ag gel ron dah of soldiers in searching houses, and says 

that if soldiers must be employed in this work, they 

should at least be accompanied by respectable Natives. [The Rdjyabhakta and 
several other papers also make a similar suggestion. | 


23. A most revolting case came on Friday before Mr. Sanders Slater, the 
Chief Presidency Magistrate, for disposal. We. are 

Alleged evil effects of in entire accord with the judgment of the Magistrate 
_— | - ore and the exemplary sentences he passed on the accused. 
Native 2 ~S*é«we@ facts of the case are these:—A Muhammadan 
Champion (2), 13th Feb. _ girl, aged 12 years, was abandoned by her husband, 
and she took: refuge with some residents of Bhendy 

Bazar. From there she passed into the hands of one Begum Bibi, apparently 


‘the keeper of a brothel, to use for immoral purposes. The person who helped 


her in her resolve was the second accused, Ahmed Khan Muhammad Khan. 


Both Bibi and Khan were each sentenced to eighteen months’ rigorous imprison- 
ment, and we are inclined to think that they richly deserved their fate. The 
thanks of the people at large are due to Inspector Barker for unearthing this 
case and bringing it to justice. Our reason, however, for alluding to the 
circumstance is that it seems to be the invariable outcome of plague operations 
devised to safeguard us against disease. We have seen how Pandita Ramabai’s 
young widow came to grief in the general plague hospital at Poona, and in 
spite of official denials we have formed our own opinion of that case. Who 
knows? Perhaps poor Khatiza may also be the victim of plague measures. 
Péople read now and then in the papers of a young man, apparently 25 or 30 
years of age, being found dead from the effects of the plague in such and such 
street. Who can tell but that one of these stray dead bodies may not be that 
of Khatiza’s husband? Who is to answer for this state of affairs? There isa 
body of persons who are not a little to blame—we mean, the intelligent classes. 
Do those who are educated and informed think that their work is over when 
they have taken good care of their own safety? We think not, and society has 
a claim, especially in such abnormal times as the present, on the services of 
those who have had better opportunities of equipping themselves for the battle 
of life. We would suggest that the educated portion of the residents in each 
street. or mohalla form themselves into a vigilance committee, whose business 
and privilege it would be to search out such cases in their district, and, in fact, 
do everything in their power to help their suffering fellow-countrymen. 


24. Ina contributed article, the Gurdkhi writes:—The Bombay Plague 
| ) . . Committee and the Health Department of the Bombay 
+ sleet in bone ohana Municipality do not seem to work in concord. “Nay, 
Committes and the Health it seems that there is a sort of rivalry between the 
Department of the Bembay two bodies. The Plague Committee confinés its 
Municipality. attention to quarantine, segregation and the removal 
_ Gurdhihé (86), 178 Fes of patients to hospitals. The general cleaning of the 
city, its gutters and streets, seems to be nobody’s business. The Health Depart- 

ent thinks that the Plague Committee will take care of it: The Plague 
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) 25. The Mumbai Vaibhav makes the follo uggestions to the Bombay a 
"Plague authorities :—When a plague ease occurs in a 2 
Suggestions to the Bombay house which is in a good sanitary condition, healthy | 
Plague Commitice. .._..,, inmates need not be sent to the segregation camp, but : 
lhe tts only the house, together with its inmates, should: be | 
eae disinfected. Persons suffering from fever or some 


. Other disease should not be removed to the hospital unless the case is declared 
by a competent medical authority to be one of plague beyond all doubt. Persons 
suffering from plague and being in the last stage of the disease should not be | a 
removed from their houses. The municipality should be asked to take special 
measures for cleansing’ the streets, gutters, privies, &c,, and people should be 
advised orally and by the free distribution of printed handbills to whitewash 
and keep their houses otherwise clean. If these suggestions are promptly acted 
upon, the panic that now prevails among the people will abate to a large extent. 
26. The Din Bandhu, in oo the Bombay cap Sy hoa 
bea carry on the plague operations with due regard to the 
Bis ee nn ee feolinigs of the pode makes the following sugges- 
ee tions to the Plague Committee:—Notice should 
3 : be given to the occupants before they are asked to evacuate the houses 
| they live in, and every one should be allowed;to make his own arrangements to 
- remove his household effects. People coming to Parel, Chinchpokli and such 
other:suburbs of Bombay from Nagpur and Poona are taken to the Victoria 
Terminus for medical examination. Many of these are very poor and find §it } 
ee extremely hard to return to their suburbanhomes with their children and luggage, 
It would therefore be well if the medical examination took place at the Byculla . . 
Station. At present the persons who accompany the dead to the cremation 
ground have to wait for a long time before they find space for cremating fhe 
: ead body. In order to remove this inconvenience it would be well if a burning 
furnace were kept at the burning ground for cremation purposes, 


S 27. Two convalescent patients in the Hindu Fever Hospital in Bombay | 

p:. | q > s. -write to the Gurdkhi, highly eulogising Drs, Kher, 

oe Bid “ end pn UT Deshmukh, Bhatavdekar and the other authorities of 

” Gurakbi (48), 18th Feb, that. hospital for the careful and kind treatment ac- : 
Roce — +. eorded by them all to the patients in their charge and 

advise the Hindu public to make use of that, hospital whenever a plague case 

occurs in their family. ) : | ene 

28. A correspondent writes to us :— 1 came here with a friend from Bom- 

ee i bay after completing the term of seven days in the 

| Suggestions to thePoona Gysrantine camp. We were second class passengers, 


fo ager iy, 144, When we alighted on the platform at the Poona railway 


Feb., Eng: cols. - tation we showed the pp passes to the Plague _ 
ae soe '... officer present there and: requested him to ailow us to : 


enter the city. He told us that under Government orders he had the authority 
a to detain us for the night, as the disinfecting bath could not be given before the 
— next morning. We never questioned his authority, but quietly submitted to his 
order. He next told a sepoy to take us to the third class waiting room for the 


a night. -We-holding second class tickets claimed a better accommodation, which 
ae the officer indignantly refused, saying to the police sepoy, ‘ Give chairs to these 


ss Riad Sahebs.’: ‘The police quite understood the real import of these words and 
ss foreed us into the third class waiting room, “ihe place was so overcrowded that it 

npossible either to extend one’s limbs or even to movean inch, There were 
ny among the inmates of the place who were unclean in their person and 
s, and very likely carried plague ger 
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was a treatment fitted to the position of the person who gave itias well as to 
| that of those who received it. Let us hope this humble letter will succeed in 
atiracking the attention of the Poona Plague authorities. There is another sugges- 
; ‘tion. we should like to make to the same authorities. People in the mofussil are 
erfectly in the dark as to the rules of disinfection and.quarantine brought izito 


“ 


orcé af Poona, so they sometimes come unprovided for, both as regards 
food and clothing. If acopy of the rules made by the Poona authorities be put 
up at every railway station, people will think twice before stepping into the 
carriage. Itshould be distinctly made known that arrivals during the night 
fe ey shall have to wait for the whole night at the station, asa disinfecting bath 
cannot be given at that inconvenient time, Such express notice will greatly, 
oblige passengers like ourselves coming to Poona.’’ — ) 


29. The Deshi Mitra strongly advocates the abolition of quarantine at 
| _ §urat in the interests of the city, says that business- : 

pos . dneea (4 at Surat. men in the city and the district are put to great in- 

¢ Mitra (139), 17th . : : : 

Wea convenience and expense in securing the necessary 

passes, and adds that if detention cannot safely be 

dispensed with the authorities should atleast grant permanent passes to 

professional and business-men, exempting them as well as others who return 
within 48 hours from detention. | a : 


380, In a lengthy article the Broach Samdchdér complains against the 
Coiiniinth’ koetiaa Re administration of Rao Bahadur Chunilal Venilal, 
Bahadue Chantal Venja?. Chief Plague authority at Broach, and urges on the 
C.1.8,, Plague authority at notice of the district authorities that it is inexpedient 


Broach, | and dangerous to allow him any longer to wield such te 
Broach Samachér (112), wide discretionary powers in municipal and plague 
17th Feb. : : nation . 


31. The Lok Bandhw says that the Mamlatdar of Belgaum has issued a 
circular to all the Kulkarnis in his jurisdiction, de- 
Plague measures at Bel- elaring that all cases of illness are to be treated as 


bo hare lacue cases, and that the inmates of all houses in 
B piag ; oe 3 
te pen aes a which ‘a case of illness occurs are to be sent to the 


: segregation camp. 
32. The Hubli Patra, while agreeing with the proposal of the Collector of 

: | | ~ Dhdrwédr to reduce the plague expenditure af Hubli in 3 
Remarks in connection -yijew of the decline of the disease in that town,. insists | 
Manat plague measures at that measures of general safety, as the medical ex- 
 "‘Hybli Patra (172), 24th. @mination ‘of allarrivals at the railway station, the a 
Jan.; Lok Bandhu (178), disinfection of those coming from infected parts and ae 
Sth Febe - their detention, whennecessary,in an observationcamp ~* — 

CF ee should not be relaxed. The paper, however, thinks that 


: ate to make inoculation compulsory, upon persons under- 
Alleged fear of inoculation going segregation and quarantine at that place and 
hemg made compulsory at that Government is going to pass a law making 
oe Patra (172), 31st inoculation obligatory, says that-.as medical opinions 
Jan. peo 
Bee: and fears are entertained in some quarters thatitinduces: _ a 

general debility and brings on dangerous skin diseases, Government should pause: a 
and reflect p enacting such a law. — bert pe dangers eer ire a 
~ 84. The Hindu Punch calls the attention of Government to the fact 


f 


. 
£ 


- Request to. Government 
ant pensions to the famili 


me: ete 
IAL t, 


J 
poe 
% 


Wit Be 
. 


con | 


~_ Feb. 


od 


a ea he 
. mag 


oe 


85. The circumstantial evidence recorded before the Poona Sessions 
| i Court in corroboration of Damodar Chapekar’s guilt, 
Remarks on the conviction gelf-confessed though it was, was, we think, too 

of Damodar Chapeter 0; Strong for his later repudiations to be of any avail. 
Tiusteuant Avec, -Thus the last scene in the drama of this deplorable 
Gujarét Mitra (115),18th tragedy has been enacted and Damodar has been 
Feb. Eng, cols, = unanimously found guilty of the murders of Mr. Rand 
and Lieutenant Ayerst.. Had the wretch, in his 
anxiety to serve his people, thought what misfortunes his single heinous offence 
would bring in its train over the entire country, educated India would have been 
spared the calamities which it has been our fate to witness and groan under. 


36, . Damodar Chapekar has been convicted of murdering Messrs. Rand and 
os Ayerst; but before accepting the verdict pronounced 
Jagadhitechchhu (49), 12th. soainst him by the jury, we must be convinced that 
he possesses the qualities required in a murderer of 
an unusual type. To murder two European officers while their carriages were in 
motion requires soldierly pluck and exceptional skillin the use of firearms. 
Does Damodar possess this pluck and skill? Looking to his caste and calling, 
we can hardly believe that he does. He is a Brahmin and earned his 
living by playing music at religious sermons. Noone expects such a person 
to be an expert in the use of arms or to have the soldierly pluck necessary in a 
determined murderer, The Court could easily have ascertained the truth in this 
matter before convicting Damodar of murder. Besides, Damodar complained 
at the time of the trial that he had some defect in one of his legs and was 
thereupon allowed to sit. From these circumstances one cannot help thinking 
that justice was not done in Damodar’s case. Is it not a mockery to hang a 
man with a defect in one of his legs for having committed murder while 
running ? Damodar’s confession before the Magistrate is taken as the strongest 
evidence in support of his conviction. But in this very confession he takes upon 
himself a number of notorious crimes which, any one will admit, it was impossible 
for him to have committed. Most persons look upon Damodar as an idiot 
but the Sessions Court of Poona.had no hesitation in making his confession the 
basis of his conviction! Without wishing to insinuate that the police manu- 
factured false evidence in the case, we may say that their conduct in several 
respects was not all that could be desired. The evidence actually adduced did 
not prove that Damodar committed the murders. We have strong hopes that 
the High Court will go minutely into the details of this case. 


87. We confess we cannot but sympathise with the Native press, when 


_Remarks in connection ° : ° — 
Sith the acnuitial of Guaner who are accused of murdering Natives, particularly 


Piper, tried at the last 1 the mofussil, invariably escape the clutches of the 
setsicms of the Bombay law. Unfortunately it is too true that, if the criminal 
High Court on a charge of records of the country are carefully scrutinized, it 


ag ep oie ontt8), Abt - would be found that, of a dozen Europeans charged 


Feb., Eng. cols. 


to shoot down, on even the slightest provocation, his antagonist as if he was 
discharging his gun at a cat or a pariah dog.. Asa remedy to put a stop to the 
mischief, some of the papers suggest that the soldiers should never be allowed 
to go out on shooting expeditions, while some recommend that they might be 
allowed to do so provided a sergeant or some such’ officer accompanies them on 
their holiday excursions. We are certainly not in favour of depriving the 
soldiers of the legitimate liberty to which they are entitled, but means might 
certainly be adopted which should prevent the parties from proceeding in close 
proximity to villages or towns where there is every likelihood of their coming 
into collision with ignorant and superstitious Natives, who are sometimes not 
only aggressive, but are prone to resort to violence on the pretext of their reli- 
gious susceptibilities being wounded by the Mlenchhas. It is certainly very 
unreasonable on the part of Natives not to allow soldiers, or, for the matter of 
that, anybody who does not belong to their caste, to drink water at a well, but 
itis at the same time preposterous that because a soldier is prevented from 
“polluting” the water in a well, he should, on such slight provocation, 
kill a man on the spot. Such cases are now of frequent occurrence, and 
Government, for the sake of their own reputation and their earnest desire 
to do justice to all alike without any distinction of colour or caste, should 
adopt such drastic measures as to deter thesoldiers from resorting to violence 
or weapons with which they are armed. The British are proud—and very 
rightly too—of the purity of their justice, and they must see that the fountain 
from which it flows is kept clear and above suspicion. The Indian Empire 
hangs on the golden thread of justice, which is not likely to prove treacherous 
or to snap so long as itis kept clean and untarnished, and free-from the dirt 
and dust of race distinctions. 


38. Far more provoking than the unacceptable verdicts of the European 
ik tin <¥\, 18th Pot juries in such cases as that of Piper is the stolid in- 

apriet Ath bree ae difference of Government to the matter. Government, 
which is so lynx-eyed in detecting the least and often purely imaginary symptoms 
of wantonness on the part of Natives in their dealings with Europeans, is 
totally blind to the huge blunderings of culpable wantonness on the part of 
Europeans down to the soldier of the lowest grade, which result in so much un- 
deserved: misery to innocent Natives! We may even grant that most of 
the deaths of Natives caused at the hands of Europeans are cases of mere 
accident; but should it not appeal at least to the common sense of Government 
to institute an enquiry into the causes of these oft-recurring accidents? Native 
shooting is at least as much chronic as the famines. We challenge the Govern- 
ment 4o publish a record of all these so-called accidents and to prove to the 
satisf action of the public that it has done everything in its power to give 
adequate redress and to satisfy the moral equities in each case, both by causing 
the sufferers to be compensated, and the rash agents, if not the deliberate 
authors, of the dangerous mischief to be punished departmentally or otherwise. 
It is easy to crush the complaining tongue in the gauntlets of iron legisla- 
tion; it is easy to terrorise people by the show of physical force at the 
command of the State. But it is difficult to get over race feeling and to do 
equitable justice to the dumb millions in the country. Cannot Government 
be aware that not a single year passes in which Natives do not die - at 
the hands of Europeans in culpable rashness or wantonness? ~ Government 
have, by disarming the people, taken entire responsibility upon themselves 
for their protection~against all those harms that, if armed, the people could 
have protected themselves against. But as it is, not only are people de- 
prived of their weapons of self-defence, but are, on the other hand, exposed to 


serious peril of life by the unbridled: license given toa class of Government 


pets, hot-tempered by nature.and made more ps en by indulgence. Herein 
. is to be seen the most cruel and absurd feature of the Arms Act policy. We 
know and sometimes realise to our cost how finely susceptible the prestige- 
dden Government is with regard to insults or injuries done to the soldiers. 
ut does not the unprotected poor disarmed rayat deserve even a 


their eyes how th 
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filed by the soldiers and how fatally for themselves ended a mild attempt on 
eir part to bring the defilers to justice according to their own idea. It need 
idly be pointed out that if the villagers be as rash as the soldiers are, the con- 
‘sequences would be dangerous and sometimes not so agreeable to the soldiers, 
though armed, as at present. Thanks to their good sense, the rayats are 
not hot-tempered. But is not this feature of their character the greater reason 
why they should be protected more effectively against the rash assaults of 
90 
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39. The strength of the British Empire in India depends chiefly on the 
Beh Chicg Cd faith the people have in the impartiality of the British 
16th Feb. Ha ; wae: (124) Courts. It has been the common belief that, at the 
4 a bar of the Court of Justice, the rich and the poor, the 
European and the Native, are all alike. But this wholesome belief has of late 
been considerably shaken ‘by the scandalous partiality of European juries 
towards criminals of their own colour. The latest instance in point is the 


~ verdict pronounced in the case of Gunner Piper, who was accused of murdering 


a Native by shooting him, In this case the evidence for the prosecution was so 
strong that, had the criminal been a Native, a verdict of ‘guilty’ would most 
readily have been pronounced, The defence was based on a story too absurd 
on the face of it to be believed by any jury, not blinded by racial prejudices. 
Piper was found innocent and the death of the poor Native was pronounced 
to be the result of an accident. When a Native is killed by a European, the 
criminal has only to rely on the theory of accident, drunkenness or temporary 
madness to procure his.acquittal. In the case of a Native criminal, however, 
no such defence avails even when it is most probable. The Native has, therefore, 
no very strong faith in these days in the strict impatiality of European juries. 
and even of British Courts. There is no sympathy between the European and 
the Native, as the murder of a Native by a European is looked upon with 
studied indifference by the dominant class. If this state of things continues 
for some time, the result will be total estrangement. | 


40. The acquittal of Europeans accused of murdering Natives under 
iuaine 3 - ne some excuse or other or their being let off with nominal 
ore ) penalty is nowadays quite common in India. The 
: - Natives do by no means desire that an innocent man 
~ should be unjustly punished, but they fail to understand why there is any difficulty 

in procuring sufficient evidence against the European accused when there is none 
in the case of Natives. The paper infers that there must be some defect in the 
preliminary enquiry, and therefore requests Government to remedy the alleged 
defect by asking . district officers to make a full enquiry into such every case 
efore sending it to the High Court for trial. — | : | 

41. Referring to the same decision = Lok Ban og or that whenever 

Gs - an European accused is brought up for trial before: 

_* ok Bandhu (178), Sth » judicial tribunal, the goddess of justice is seen to. 

Ae . slumber, though she is wide awake when Native 
offenders are hauled up before her. | : ue 


42, The Satyd Vrité says*that the Judge’s charge to the jury in the 
etse (Veais (069). 1G above case was so impartial that the jury ought to 
pontiye Veit (182), 18th have brought in a verdict of “guilty.” ‘The paper 

mee - thinks that the accused was acquitted in spite of 
rong evidence against him, and says that such acquittals plainly showthat | 


justice has dep: from the British Réj. “ Fiction 
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Charge of sedition brought 
against a Gujarati newspaper. 
“Broach Mitra (134), 16th 
Feb. : 
_ még 

once sumptuously entertainec 


tliat such seditious matter may fitly 
Hindu print, but is altogether ‘unworthy of a Parsi journal. It, therefore, 
réquests Government to take due notice of the Parsi editor of the Broach 
Samdcher in order to set an example to other editors in Gujarat. 


‘Withdrawal of certain 
writings found objectionable 
by the Collector of Broach in 
a local newspaper. | 


‘Din Mant (140), 18th Feb. 


Shooting accident “near 
Bassein (Thana). 
Kesart (54), 15th Feb. 
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w that Damodar was innocent of 
th the case of Gunnee Piped: the 


3, who —_ 
that he ha Nat 
i guilty returned by the jury in the face of such evidence, 
és that in the sereneatmosphere of the High Court poor Damodar will 
receive justice and be acquitted. Happy the day, concludes the paper, on 
. which the present crooked policy of the British Government will come to an end 
and the Englishmen become moral | | 
44, The Broach Mitra quotes extracts from- some old articles in the 
| ee Broach Samdchdr, in which the British are charged 
with having an insatiable 
dominions and with resort: 
achieving this object, and Britannia is blamed for her 


_ 45. The Din Mani writes that the Collector of Broach, having found some 
| . objectionable articles in that paper, sent for the editor 
and asked him to withdraw those articles. 
paper says that it gladly retracts the matter objected 
to by the Collector an 
shown to the editor of the Din Manz. 


46. The Kesari says that it has received a communication from Mr. Bonus, 
District Magistrate of Poona,. desiring it to correct 
certain inaccuracies in the version published by it of 
the accident whicha boy met with near Bassein in 
November last, while Mr. Hudson, Assistant Collector 


diate pt Dinglie abd. the 
OF git lon... Really disgrace 
nite. °° burglary should be committed on a moonlit night | 
police should have failed to obtain any trace of the various thefts that were. 2 
committed on the Agra Road during the last two months. We request the City 
- Faujddr to direct, Resielgrs a jaca eral egies 
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but they themselves did-not take sufficient time to : 
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“tion are persisting in their attempt to rush it through the Council and impose 
the incubas on the backs of the Indian people. | . 


49. The unanimous disapproval, by Anglo-Indians and Natives alike, of 
| _ the amendments to the law of sedition in India, as 
Comments on the report of - they were originally. drafted by the Honourable Myr. 


the Select Committee. on the oe | ang hae : 
Indian Penal Code Amend. © #lmers, has had, we are glad to note, considerable 


ment Bill. salutary effect, and the Select Committee has so far 
Indian Spectator (4), 13th modified them as to meet the wishes of the public more | 
i - than half-way. It is too much to hope that the very 


act of moving at all to recast the law of sedition will 
be abandoned now, though the argument that no change is needed in view of 
ae the satisfactory and unanimous interpretation of Section 124A, as it is, by the 

a Bombay, Calcutta and the Allahabad High Courts cannot possibly lose any of 
he its cogency and weight. We must, however, gratefully appreciate such mercies 
i | as-are shown, and, to be frank, the amended Bill, as it has been now recast by 
Bo. the Select Committee, does leave elbow-room enough for criticism of a sober 
ind, provided the author takes care to cultivate a style clever enough to escape 
the subtleties of the new law. ae | e eras 
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- 60, The report of the Select Committee on the Indian Penal Code Amend. | 
re: ianppdintiny,  Hareand there 
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overnment was literally deluged, it is really a matter of surprise’ that the 
Select Committee could present its report so soon. We are really.at our wits’ 
erid to account for the indecent haste with which. the Bill is being. rushed 
through the Council—a haste all the more unbecoming and unseemly in the 
presence of the unpopularity which the measure has evoked from all shades 
and conditions of people. Some satisfaction, however, is to be derived from the 
fact that, beyond ‘the presentation of. the report, nothing else took place at the 
last meeting of the Council, and the debate will come off on Thursday next. The 
public have thus been given a fortnight to study.: the Select Committee’s report 
and pronounce their opinion upon its merits. It is very much to be regretted 
that a longer period could not be devoted to the discussion of a subject, fraught 
with consequences of the most momentous import to the fate of fies speaking 
and writing in this country. It was to have been expected that the Viceroy 
would have listened to the counsels of wisdom.that poured in on him from all 
sides, and abandoned a measure that was the signal for an outburst of public 
Opinion against it. It has been suggested in some quarters that Lord Elgin has 
no choice in the matter, It is Lord George Hamilton who holds the strings in 
his hands and the Viceroy of these realms is playing the undignified vdle of a 
puppet. We refuse to believe such a monstrous insinuation, and we hope and 
trust that, in his treatment of the measure now before his Council, His Excel- 
lency will be able to vindicate his name and fame as a Liberal statesman and a 
descendant of Robert Bruce. 


52. The precious City Im) rovement Bill is having its innings in the Bom- 
bay Municipal Corporation. The Corporation, in the 
Remarks on the City first place, is fighting against heavy odds. In the second 


= gut Tmprovement of place, it is handicapped t6 no inconsiderable a degreb 
Kaiser-e-Hind (120), 13th by its own hebdless acceptance of the principle of the 


-Feb., Eng. cols. | Bill. It was warned enough, and in time, not to go 

: into raptures over the measure, nor to give it its 
unqualified approval. But it was carried away partly by its own folly and 
partly by the stratagem of that section of the press which is supposed. to be 
inspired by the t oracles who have their shrines in that mythic temple 
known as “* Bombay Castle.”” The Bill cannot be discussed on independent 
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for the peopl stely benefit the people is a. 4 
huge imposture thing more. — iy Improvement Bill in the near = © 
future is destined to be the death-knell of the Municipal Corporation, 


Education. - es aed 


53, At the Convocation on Tuesday, His Excellency the Governor made 


: Says some very practical remarks, which, it is to be hoped, . 


His [Excellency Lord both teachers and students will take to heart. He : oo 


y Bombay University © 34 t oe pointed out that true education was one that made 
: tion, ) - ‘men fit for discharging their duties to society, and 


< 
bo 


Dnydénodaya (14), 1%th therefore the formation of character, with its power of. | 
Feb., Eng. cols. self-restraint, was of prime importance. He adminis-. 
~~ . tered a needéd rebuke to those teachers whohave been , a 
trying to make politicians of their students. | 


54. Government have been pleased to appoint ten new Fellows of the 
: | _. University, and we heartily congratulate them upon. 
: Approval of the appoint- their selection. All the twelve Fellows (including the 


t of Mr. J. N. Tat } : : : | | 
Fellow of ‘the Boatay Uni. two elected by the graduates) are good men and true, 


versity. | and are such as would do credit to the University. 
: dst Gofidr (123), 13th Jt is satisfactory to observe that Mr. Jamsetji Tata’s 
Feb., Eng. cols. deep and genuine interest in high-class education | 


should be rewarded by a Fellowship of the University, Mr. Tata has set apart 
alarge sum. of: money for the purpose of encouraging high-class education 
among the natives of India, and he richly deserves the honour which has come | 

.  nottoo soon to him, Mr, Tata’s efforts to promote and encourage the several 
industries and to foster the trade and commerce of the city are too well known 
: to be dwelt upon at present. He is a host in himself, and it will be the devout 
wish of his numerous friends that he may live long to enjoy the honour, which 

is prized so much. bythe educated classes of the Native community. | 


-. 65. The Fellowship of the University conferred on our well-known townhs- 
he: oo, ea ao igac ee ‘Mr. J. N. Tata, isa tardy recognition of his 
s Wane Hine ceole (120), disinterested and unobtrusive efforts in the progress 
sj ear Moret _-of the education of his countrymen. A staunch 
advocate of technical instruction, he has done a great deal in the matter, of 
which the outside public know very little, But Mr. Tata’s advocacy of 
technical education is far surpassed by his benevolent efforts to. promote - 
a higher education. The munificent fund he set apart some years-ago for | 
s the purpose of enabling the most successful graduates of our University, | : 
irrespective of caste or creed, to compete for the Indian Civil, Medical or - 
Engineering service, or even for obtaining the best prizes in technology and 
S arts, isa tangible proof of that advocacy and interest he takes in the develop- 
ment: of higher education which, he firmly believes, is one of the important 
a remedies for the moral and material regeneration of the country. — Bos. 
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avail. He was ordered to pay the amount as charged, together with a process fee 


of one anna anda fine of annas three. True, the Magistrate seems to have 

received imperative orders from his employers to recover the outstandingsany how ; 

but a Magistrate is a Magistrate, and whateves his instructions may have been 

he should exercise his own discretion. When deciding a case it is the first and 

foremost duty of a Magistrate to hear the defence; but we assume that in 

this case as well as in many others the Kardéchi Municipality is a greater 

sinner than the Magistrate. When the mistake was pointed out to the Assessor, 
why was it not rectified before taking the case before the Magistrate? Had this 

been done, Mr. Pereira, innocent as he was, would have been spared all this 

| worry and bother. Looking at the whole question with as much impartiality as 

; we can command, it seems to us that the Municipal staff cannot justly claim 

_ &ny great credit for the work they do in the Municipal office. We record this 

fact with great regret. oe 


Native States. 


57, His Highness the Nizam and the Resident do not seem to agree at all. 
According to a Calcutta paper, Mr. Plowden, the 

Ps differences between Resident of Hyderabad, is in Calcutta for the purpose 
the i. Fig the Nisamand of giving relief to the Nizam’s Government “ which 
_Kéthiawar News (121), 18 at present in financial embarrassment.” The Resi 
16th Feb., Eng. cols. dent attributes the state of affairs to the mismanage- 
ment of the Nizam, and the Nizam charges the Kesi- 

dent with the same. The complaint of the Nizam seems'to be that Mr. Plowden 
interferes too much in his affairs and that he himself is nobody in his own State. 
There is nothing before us to show who is in fault—the Nizam or the Resident, 
but one thing seems to be certain that-they do not pull on well, and when 
that is the case, in the interest of Government as well as the Nizam, an impartial 
enquiry into the matter is needed, for it serves no good at all to let the impression 
prevail that Chiefs are made to spend money on hobbies which serve no useful 
purpose either to them or to the public and that they are terrorised over by 
political officers, : 


: Intelligence extracted from the Press. : 


58.- The Sudharak contradicts the report about the occurrence of a plague 
| riot at S4ngli, published by it in its last issue (vide. 
Report of a disturbance at last week’s Report, paragraph 70, page 29), and says 
pee kg M. Country), con- hat from letters subsequently received it is apparent 
Sudhdérak (22), 14th Feb:, that there was no actual riot, though the assembly of 
Kesari (54), 15th Feb. ‘hundreds of persons to protest against the retry: 
— of certain plague measures and the conduct of t 
assembled persons towards one. or two Mangs (outcasts) were enough to indicate 
that a riot was imminent. . The paper says the object of the people in 
assembling together was to complain to the Assistant Political Agent against 
the arbitrary conduct of some of the subordinate Plague authorities, but 
that Major Abud promptly gave them to understand that it was not at all 
intended to harass the people in any way, and that this had a reassuring effect 
upon the assembled persons. The paper is glad that a riot was thus averted. 
[A correspondent of the Kesari, writing from Sdngli, also contradicts the report 
of a riot at that place, and says that the mere fact of some hundreds of persons 
Meeting together to represent their grievances to the proper authorities in a 
constitutional manner can hardly be described as a riot. He adds that a 
Plague Committee has been formed of the leading inhabitants of Sangli, with 
the State Karbhari as President, and gives praise to Major Abud for his 
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sympathy with the people. 
: - @M.SATHE, — 
a ge Os ese a a _... Reporter on the Native Press. 
| Office of the Reporter on the Native Press, = 
New Secretariat, Bombay, 22nd February 1898. 
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The Din Bandhu ... «ss ~~ 4s. ee} Bombay 00 peak WOME SiS. ng 
9 a Chakshu ees eee eee eee oona eee eee eee Do..- eee eee 1,0C0 
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” Prakash eee eee eee eee Do. 2° eee eee Bi-weekly eee 900 
-»5 Kémgéror Workman ...  ... desk DO. soe = nee| Weekly ,,, pe 1,700 
» Mantri... os fee sua veo}: EOONSD 50. ste sack: MMOS Nas oe 800 
18-| ;, Native Opinion ... .: ... ...| Bombay ~.... _...| Bi-weekly es 700 
19 » .Prabhakar Hee a ose sol Os ae ..| Daily... vee ~ 500 
y, Shri Saydji Vijay aes eeu Fcc es * «oe »..) Bi-weekly wn 2,500 

»  subodh Patrika... - ws see ...| Bombay or ».| Weekly ... oes 

9 Sudhérak... ose eee eee eee Poona... awe eee Oc eee eee 

23 5 Vartdhar ... ies jas sie ...| Bombay sss cal ORO sa 
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Mumbai Vaibhav 

Nagar Samachér... 
Ndsik Vaibhav ..: 
Nasik Vritt ave 
Nipdni Vaibhav ... 
Nydy& Sindhu ... 
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Pandhari Bhushan 
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Pen Samachéi ' ... 
Poona Vaibhav .... 
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‘Names of Newspapers. — 


Eneuise, Maga’THI AND GusaRa'TI. 


. 


; 


The Baroda Vataal 


EnauisH, Mara’taH1, GusaRna’t1 
: AND KONKANI. . 


1 
: > 


Bombay 


Fortnightly 


MARA’rHI AND URDU. 


The Gulbarga Samdchér _... Weekly ... 


Gulbarga 
ANnato-Sinp!1. 


The Lux... Hyderabad (Sind) ...| Fortnightly 
» Prabhat : Do. . a Weekly ae 


a * 


‘The Khairkhah ... 
» Muin-ul-Isl4m 


Weekly 
‘Do, 
Do.. 


» sind Sudh4r 


ANGLO-PORTUGUESE. 


O Anglo-Lusitano _... Bombay Weekly 
The Boletim Indiano ... Do. Do. 


PoRTUGUESE-KONKANI. 


~ 


Bombay Weekly 


The Luso-Concanim sak 


>: Notes.—A. The notices from the different Newspapers have been collected in the Report under different heads 
_ which are printed in italics. ) he Se rss : ms 
B. The names of Newspapers are printed in the margin of the Report in italics, and the number of the News- 
paper in the above list is printed in brackets after the name, _ 


- © The system of spelling vernacular words followed by the Reporter is the same as that adopted in the 
Official Spelling List of the Bombay plerecnnagg One peculiar feature of this system is that when the long (a Sf 
or d) is the last letter of a word, the accent is left out, and the short a(S =u in gun) is, to prevent confusion, 
mover placed at the end of a word, This rule has been strictly followed, except that when the short a appears to be 
absolutely necessary to complete the pronunciation of a word, asin Arunodaya or the well-known Mitra, it is printed 
with a mark over it to indicate that it is short, thus--d, oo ALE ae y 
. DP. The figures giving the circulation or number of copies published of each newspaper and‘ periodical as 
furnished by the proprietor, are not guaranteed as accurate, and in some instances must be regarded with caution, 


t + 


: rand the Public Administration 


cn Tho new Sedition n Bill has been passod in n the Imperial Legislature and. 

has become a law. © It has naturally been subjected: 

Remarks on thenewlaw of to a great deal of criticism, and the first draf t has . 
er 9 Jaya (14), 24th been much modified in deference to the opinions that: 
itt have been expressed. All loyal persons will have little:, 

to object to the provisions of this law as it now reads. 

It is practically the same as 124A, but more carefully defined and more easily 
worked, Those who wish for the license of saying what they please against the. 
Government, regardless of consequences, will doubtless chafe under the more: 
closely guarded restrictions, which is but natural, Laws cannot, however, be: 
made to please those who want no restrictions. The interests of the loyal must be. 
safeguarded, and these, we are sure, see nothing in whe new law to which they can 

take serious objection. 


2. In spite of the unanimous opposition of the children of the soil and 
a es ee the Anglo-Indians, the detestable Act of repression 
Feb. Eng ene h (15), 21st has been passed and His Excellency Lord Elgin and 
his worthy lieutenant, Mr. Chalmers, may now rest 
quiet in their august abode on the heights of the Himalayas. They have earned 
a questionable notoriety and their names will never be forgotten by the three 
hundred millions of loyal subjects whose freedom of thought and speech they have: 
thus screwed away from them in a moment of unreasonable distrust and irrational 
panic. . They have reached their ambitious goal. But with it they have wronged 
a continent and bred needless restlessness in the hearts of the-most loyal subj sole 
of the Queen-Empress. Tae Black Act is now an accomplished fact and the 
consummation which Lord George Hamilton and Lord Elgin so devoutly wished 
has taken place. All the non-official members raised their united voice against 
this retrograde and repressive measure—a voice that echoed the sentiments of 
countless dumb millions. But the powers that be heeded it not, and the free- 
dom of the press in India has at last been gagged by a so-called Jiberal noble- 
man! Liberal, indeed! Lord Elgin has been but too liberal with his repres- 
Sivé Measures and the batch of these obnoxious measures which he has smuggled 
through his Council with the help of his ever (over P) ready comrades will make 
the most memorable legislative exhibition which India has yet seen. But this 
Black Act will not for long stain the statute book of India, the “ noblest gem 
in Britain’s Crown.’’ The same disgraceful fate which overtook the “pet’’ of 
Lord Lytton. is in store for it. This language is bitter, but disappointment 
has set an edge upon our tongues. The people of India will not rest quiet 
though they have been thus muzzled. We will carry the war of liberty of the 
press into the heart of England; and once our agonising cry for justice and 
fairplay echoes through the land of the free, the heart of England will respond. 
The liberty-loving instincts of the British nation will rebel avainst this sort of 
muzzling. Our Anglo-Indian friends have stood by us in this our sore hour of 
trial, Be it said to their credit that they fought nobly more for our interests 
than for their own. We hope they will not leave us now, but unite with us in 
appealing to their countrymen across the seas. With their help we will yet 
win back what we have temporarily lost—the noblest of all privileges enjoyed 
by Her Majesty’s subjects—liberty of speech and liberty of thought. | 


3, Practically the pe, a ‘tah: gags the Indian press, both Vernacular and 
nglish, and the consequences of this short-sighted 

Moke lols (7),.200s, Bob, measure are sure tbe dangerous and reset. 2g 
Sedition, if it exists, may now take an underground course and will thus’ be 
beyond the reach and cognizance of the Penal Oode. We are surprised to hear 
that the Bill has received the support of. the several local Governments. | We 
must now carry the agitation into ‘England and seek justice there. If the 
sent So is a stand, free and fearless criticism 3 is — in ‘this sereceae ' 
 .Weffeel de a mast in announcing the passing of thi mpolitic 

Set into Pa of * be Ia | ad t id 42 fe ‘the 18th instant, 

-4t has become law, and t ik 0, just i in the form i in 
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report, There were so’ many's 


arguments, which give legislation,. however high-handec rary 
sanction.’ Bolstered by the:o inions * made to: order’? of the provincials, the 


tid 
8: 


accepted except that of Sir Griffith Evans, which happi 


» but none were 
. accepted except t y exempted from the 
_ clutches ‘of that.section:all innocent: ventilations: of religious grievances. This 


is another instance to show how the Indian bureaucracy lords it over the Indian 
public in every matter.. Public opinion, both Anglo-Indian: and:Indian, was 
uhanimous: in condemning: the present Bill and it has been set at naught. with: 


- complete: success: Lord! poy, egg ri may. well tell the members of the 


House of Commons: that the Indian Government did not seek to repress the 
Indian press, but simply to put restraint upon it; but the general effect on the. 
Indian press will be: to stifle: even honest criticism on:tyrannical acts of Govern, 
ment officials: Jt will probably strangle.even all fair ‘ventilation of real griev« 


--afees and thus give a sense of security to petty officials who may be inclined 


to practise zulum. AL SED |. 
5. So the Sedition Bill is now passed into law, despite the unanimous 
Kaisor-o-Hind (120), 80th protest of all communities. The fact exemplifies in 
Feb.” Whe. cols: oo" & Temarkable degree what Mr. Mehta observed in the 
fg Legislative Council the other day. It is votes, not 
“and arbitrary, its. 


Imperialists declined in serried) ‘to: yield an ‘inch: . That: would have. 
been as‘fatal asthe: Deluge. So: the Bill is law, And it will not be wrong. 
to say that the Sedition Bill is the high road to perdition for publicists, May: 
the Ruler of Pandemonium protect: them | ) 


6. The new law of sedition wasfinally passed in the Vicerezal Council on 
‘Meedit (64k hod Riad: © ‘Friday last. “We have already indicated how the mea- 
esart (54), 2and Feb, = sure will be fatal’ to all freedom of thought and liberty 

of the press in the country, how it will compel journalists to resort to double- 

dealing and subterfuges, and how consequently it will be difficult for the Govern- 


‘ment to gauge public opinion on any question. I[t is a misfortune of this 


country that the Government was led to pass‘such a harsh law in spite of the 
universal condemnation it met with at the hands of the public, and that it should 


- have become oblivious of the fact that when public opinion is stifled by arepressive 


law, it sometimes finds.expression in unexpected ways like the inflammable con- 
tents shut up in a voleano.. The Honourable Mr. Chalmers said that- the Bill 
had received the assent of all the local Governments, and this fact he concluded 
to be a very strong argument in its favour. That the Bombay Government 
should have given its assent to the Bill does not strike us as ‘strange when we 
reflect upon some of its recent acts, but that the other local Governments should 
also have declared themselves in favour of the Bill is indeed surprising. Are 
suspicion and distrust contagious? Mr. Chalmers also referred to the opposition 
which the Bill had met with from the presidency towns, and: disposed of their 
protest by saying that Government were legislating not for the presidency 
towns alone but for the whole of British India, and that they recognised the 


' yesponsibility of preserving the peace of the country at large better than their 
critics living in the D sangaatce towns. The fact is that the Bill is disliked by 


the whole of the In 


ian public, but as the minds of the people are at present 
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cial the rulers. of this. country. The new. ened of ‘sedition t is the first Pitter “ 
fruit of that distrust. In another place, the ma refers ‘ the ‘chan gil: meee | 


by the Select Committee in the clauses of al Procedure 
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7 The Sudbarak le relee: to the contention urged is the Hondurabls 
Mr. Chalmers:'in moving the final reading, of the 


Sudharak (22),21st Feb. — Sedition Bill, that India is not England. and that what, 
would be harmless in England is likely to produce dangerous Consequences in — 
India, and says-that, granting for argument’s sake:that all this is true, itis difficult 

to trace the connection. between the disasters, such as the Poona. murders and. 
the plague riots which: Mr. Chalmers deplores, and the writings in the press, as. 


also to understand how a harsh repressive press law will prevent such occur- 
rences in future. The-paper denies thatthe Poona murders, the Chitpore riots 
or the disturbance at Sinnar were the outcome of seditious writings in the press 


or that.amore stringent. control over the press would effectually render. their | 


repetition impossible in future, and says that if the Government is really anxious 
to prevent such deplorable occurrences, the right remedy is to adopt .a,mild and 


conciliatory policy towards the Peeps. and to seek the co-operation of the leaders 


of rival communities. 


8. The Bombay Semtbler> oealiati an article on the passing. of. the | 
Sedition Bill by the Supreme Legislative Council as 


: Bombay Samachar (133), 


23rd Feb. follows :—The sum and substance of the observations 


made by His Excellency the Viceroy, the Lieutenant- 
Governor of Bengal and the Honourable ‘Mr. Chalmers in urging the passing 
of the Bill is that the Government of India is solicitous for the peace: of . the 
country and is of opinion that in the absence of an enactment like the one 
which they were successful in passing on Friday last it would be. difficult to 
preserve this peace. The Government must havedefinite reasons for, holding such 


opinion and it is unnecessary to write anything more on the subject. We 


ould only observe en passant that it is much to be regretted that, while the 
Native public was expecting an advance in the matter of education, reform and 
freedom, Government should have passed a law calculated to push back. the 
people in all these matters. A still istrustful matter for regret: is that; Goyern- 


ment should appear to be ees of the educated Natives, sw is a 
| very sad augury : for the f utU une COUNTY. 
el His ie Daceleny: fash Hein oa x ag xd, even Lard Lytton, ae ving 
sanction to the law. of. sedition. « That, la 


. \» 
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undesirable, ‘There were no 1éss thin 28 amendments, but the Viceroy and his 
colleague, the Honourable Mr, Chalmers, made short work of them in a single’ 
sitting. ‘The official Councillors, who draw fat ‘salaries and are mere puppets,’ 


, - 


ted to order in favour of the measure, Does the Viceroy think that the Indians ’ 


vo 
are all fools? Of'the 28 amendments was there not a single one which was 
sensible and worthy of consideration ? This law has been passed in the teeth of 
popular opposition. What difference is there between a law passed in such a 
manner and the laws passed by despotic rulers in ancient times ? Great Britain 
has conferred various blessings upon us and we love her for that, but neverthe- 
less we look upon her as our step-mother on account of the policy adopted by 
the Britons in dealing with us, Really speaking there is no disloyalty in India, 
What is at present mistaken for disloyalty is only a certain amount of healthy 
discontent. It would be folly to provide a stringent law to curb this discon- 
tent under the mistaken idea that it is synonymous with disloyalty. The 
Indians must agitate for the repeal of this repressive law. There is no doubt 
on if boat but strenuously try to get it repealed, success;will ultimately crown 
~ their efforts. | ; : 


10 The Bill of sedition has become law in spite of the unanimous 
pes Sere Opposition of the Native Councillors and Government 
Gujarat: (114), 20th Feb.; have carried the day by a majority of official votes. The 
ely ° em 8 (160), Fo scans speech of the Honourable Mr. Ohalmers clearly shows 
: (124), 28rd Feb.; Broaca how there’ is a misconception in the official mind 
Samachar (112), 24th Feb, | about the present condition of the country. Govern. 
| ae ’ ment seem to think that the situation is as critical 
as in 1857 and such an impression alone explains their present policy. The 
attitude taken up by the Honourable Mr. Chalmers in his final speech is very 
different from that adopted by him while introducing the Bill. Perhaps the. 
strong opposition shown by the people to the new law was instrumental in 
making him reveal the true object of the measure plainly, This in itself is 
no small gain to the public. There is not the least doubt that as time goes on 
the Government will perceive its mistake. [The Rdjyabhaktd, the Shri Sayajé. 
Vyaya, and the Broach Samdchdr disapprove of the new law of sedition and 
make adverse Comments on it. | : : 


11, The Hindi Punch contains a cartoon entitled, ‘‘ Graceful (!) ornaments 
42! Dian (141%), 90th for my Lady of the Press,” in which His Excellency 
arr, Punch (217), 20th Tord Elgin, who has got a box (New Law .of Sedition) 
: is represented as offering a lock (Gag) to.a Hindu 
lady (Native Press). This lady is shown as disinclined to accept the gag. The 
letier-press runs as under :—WMiss Legislature—You shall have to put those 
ornaments on, my lady, whether you like them or not! They have been 
specially forged for you! The editor gives the following explanation of the 
cartoon :— The new law of sedition was passed in the -Viceregal Council on 
Friday last. Mr. Romesh Chunder Dutt, the retired Indian civilian, utters the 
following warning words against the repressive policy in India: “To discredit 
or repress them (the educated classes) would be to allow opportunities to wilder 
spirits who are kept down by the influence of the educated classes. It would be 
exchanging criticism which we hear, and methods of work which we see, for 
less educated and less legitimate criticism which we shall not hear, and darker 
methods of work which we shall not ‘see. * * * * Sections of English | 
politicians and of the English press which are seeking to discredit and repress 
the movements of the educated, loyal and intelligent communities of india are. 
playing into the hands of England’s enemies.” ) 


“12, The reply given by His Excellency the Governor fo the interpellation — 

of the Honourable Mr. Khare regarding the attach- 

Proceedings at the last ment and subsequent restoration of the moveable 

meeting of the Bombay Legis- property of the Natu brothers sounds like a confession 
lative Council that the Government was at the time carried away b 

_; Kesars (54); 22nd Feb. ce lice cg ved anced tie ca ay PY. 

ee -— anger and did not know exactly what todo or what not _ 
% do. After the work of replying to interpellations was over, the. Bombay 
‘Tmprovement Bill was read for the first’ time ‘and the images, District Police 

Bill became law On the second day of the Council’s sittings. _ Under this 


-~ 


pe 


olice can easily throw the responsibility of any disturbance that might occur,o 

r class that i¢ likes and thus tyrannise aves it. Since it will a waje Ba: us 
it is likely that the class which happens to be under the displeasure of Government 
will be dealt with oppressively under the new law, and the chances of a disturbance 
will, therefore, be increased instead of diminished by it. The Honourable 
Mr. Garud tried his utmost to place this aspect of the question before his 
colleagues, but, we are sorry to say, failed to carry the Council with him. a 


13. Mr, Chimanlal H. Setalwad is no longer in the Council; yet the 
Hodis tnpscictor (©, S008 questions asked by honourable members at each meets 
oo ee ing are as many, and some of them as hard to answer; 
a as they were before. This will continue to be the case, 
we should believe, so long as a variety of events occurs to which ‘it is 
worth while to call officially the attention of Government with a view that 
such things shall not occur in the future or that redress of grievances may 
be the more speedily obtained. A question was asked why certain gentle- 
men were last year quietly deprived of their J.P.ships, to which the answer 
of Government was that they could not make public the reasons why J.P.’s are, 
made and unmade. Of course, their discretion is unlimited, but, we trust, Gov-. 
ernment will remember that, whilst the public cannot have much reason to 
eomplain of honours given gratuitously, they have every night to ask that, as a 
rule, honours given shall not be gratuitously forfeited ; or else.it might become. 
risky to accept honours. 


- 


14. The interpellations were disposed of in the usual manner of course, 
| It is a great pity that the non-officia! members 
do not consult one another beforehand, so that 


the Council was that, whatever the principle of the quarantine rules might be, 


the difference made between the treatment of Natives and Europeans and their 


Ma A 
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tremely difficult to determine which class is to blame for a particular disturbance. | 
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they .mean to atone 
e : ) ne he case of common, 
ortals as expiatory of sin. We believe Gppectioent wil have to do the same. 
Ine act of manifest illegality y uae to induce Government to review its whole 
policy. If, the passions had so em as to prevent them from seeing 


@ 


linded the 
_& patent error in law, no wonder that they might, if they look back on’ their 
-¢areer of rashness in the past, discover many similar blunders in the adminis- 
tration of the moral -law of equity. At any rate the candour shown by Gov- 
of tho ti in confessing their mistake is refreshing and we take it as’ a good sign 
of the times. : 


15. Numerous questions were put and many urgent matters discussed, 

: but the question relating to the Natu brothers attracted 
Champion (2), 20th Feb. whost ‘attention at the recent meeting of the Bombay 
Legislative Council. The Honourable Mr.’'Khare asked ‘concerning some of 
Ps roperty of the unfortunate Natus that had’beeh dttached. The answer 
ply means that the Government have made a mistake, ‘an’ un tdonable 
mistake, and, ‘so far a8 ‘we can judgé, they’ are not ashamed of it. é do not 
Know if Lord ‘Saiidhurst expected. that the Honourable Mr. Khare would be 
satisfied with these replies; ‘but whatever may be the feeling of Mr. Khare, 
the public aré certainly by no means satisfied. The authorities ooolly attach a 
man's property, keep it for some months, and when they discover that their 
action .is illegal, they, without any apparent regret, inform an enquirer that ‘ it 
was. alla mistake and they have returned the prope perty in question.’ Lord 
Sandhurst is.a, Liberal, nay, he is a Radical, and he thereforé must know what 
would have happened in the-House of Commons had such an answer been given 
in that Chamber. May we pursue. the matter. alittle further? Some of, the 
property of the Natus was seized under a misapprehension. May not the Natus 
themselves have also been imprisoned under a similar misapprehension? And 
then will Lord Sandhurst. satisf the. ;public wmind concerning these Natus? 


‘Thy. .are they. kept in prison. ? What is their offence? And Fis the Govern- 
ment intend to keep them in. 
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aol. for the rest of, their. natural lives? T 
questions are being asked. on all sides, and, in all conscience, the public have 
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waited long enough for some.sort of answer. : 


16. At Monday’s meeting of the local Legislative Council. the number 
be Fey etre t = al: ii llations that Government had to answer 
geen (LE#),. 20h eee port large. When the unfortunate Natu 
Peli: chicas | ' brothers were arrested and deporied, their propert 
both moveable and: immoveable, was attached. The language of the. now 
_ famous’ regulation is quite clear.. It onl: applies to immoveable property 
and now it'appears that by séme inexplica le oversight the moveable es ate 0 
the Natus was also included in the attached property. This is a significant 
instancé.of inadvertence, and ‘it might be hoped that no u 
liad inadvertently crept into the ‘evidence which, in the. opinion of the au au uthori- 
ties, justified their extraordinary action at a time of panic and excitement. 
The principle of selection of the Justices of the Peace being ‘unkn owable, it 
mmeeeelly follows that the principle of rejection cannot belong to the ca 
| gs knowable. There is one more baeetad ti which deserves to be notice 
is aS from. te a in connection wil 

rontier tribes put a 


plague Speen. 
nsiderable strain .u 
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) those who voluntarily get. themselves inoculated with Professor Haffkine’s 
serum, Similarly the answer to a: question about the assault on the ‘editor: of 
1¢ Sudarshan by the Cantonment Magistrate of Ahmednagar ought to have 
clearly stated whether Government looked upon such conduct on the part of 
their officers-with approval. But instead of opening their mind in this direction 
Government thought it proper to leave the. poor Native editor to his fate. Thi 
is really very much to be regretted. In the case of the attachment of the: 
moveable property of the Natus, it was frankly admitted that the actwas illegal 
and was due to oversight. But we confess our inability to see whether this ; 
admission of a serious ‘blunder made the condition of the unfortunate victims a ; 
| whit better. Was it not a moral obligation upon Government to’ make full te 
reparation to those who had unnecessarily to, undergo severe hardships, because a 
! peste in Government service did not or could not show proper carefulness 4 
‘y i discharging his duties ? However, we Indians have to be thankful even for 
‘siball mercies, and we ate ready to include such frankness on the part of Govern- : | 

ment in acknowledging an error in the list of mercies for which we, Indians, 


cannot be too thankful. Jog ‘ . 
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— 18. So- after all His Excellency Lord cio Fis ne be te an 
| | answer to a question from ‘the Honourable Mr 

F Legg (15), 24th “Bombay’ Government admitted at the 

hth Be last m« of the Bombay , Legislative ,Council that 
— the moveable pro erty of the N Natu. brothers had be 
the Government, In pees of ti meray ap ous, them. tC hoat of poe lominance 
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would very much like to see ie person who can ghee answer this question os 
in the affirmative. Granted, then, that the ‘amiable: nobleman whois at the a 
head of the Bombay: Presidency was’ panic-stricken’ during the latter portion 
of 1897, does it- not follow ‘as a natural ‘consequence that all the acts of . 
His Excellency at that time were the result of panie and therefore inadvisable, 
to say the least? If'this inference is correct, does #t-not follow'that he had no 
usiness to be so appallingly hussa (angry) with the poor’ Poona Brahmins? 
; With this self-admitted ring’ evidence ofthe Government: being‘ off its 
, can any. safle person‘ say that poor Mr. Tilak ‘hag‘got nothing: but his — : 
| deserts P Should Poona then have been ‘burder ned with a costly and positively 
useléss punitive police P. - ‘it riot follow from all this: that’ sedition, which 
| - has of late received such terrible recognition from Her' Most Gracious Majesty's: 
; -- representatives i in India, was, afterall, a*harmless Frank mstein created by the 
~ heated brains of certain high officials, who were suffering, as the coroner’s 
verdict usually says, from temporary something: > And this being granted, the 
tion.of the Government at once becomes logically. untenable, So then 
: the question: naturally: arises as to whether Lord Sandhurst ‘dnd ‘his ‘revenue - 
advisers are doing a judicious: thing in trying: against all ‘odds to‘stick like: a 
: a leech to a position that is obviously untenable ? Whatever His: Excel- 
lency’s bureaucratic satellites may say, we are humbly of opinion that Govern<. 
ment cannot any longer maintain their ecira attitude, either with: ‘ye to 
the poor millions eos b a. lovi ) 
to themsely ves. In spite of -: 
any man with a 
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. is worth any effort. And when any unpalatable step has to be taken, the sooner | 
one sets about doing it the better. Lord Sandhurst:has made a beginning by : 
- admitting his having committed ablunder regarding the confiscation of the: | 
moveable property of the Natu brothers. We hope he will have the moral © 
courage to go still further and redeem his name. What with fire, famine, 

plague and earthquakes, Providence has been ghussa enough with us. It is 

‘ time now that the representatives in India of the most benign and loving 

Boe Sovereign should soften a bit towards the mute and trusting millions entrusted 


19. The papmtormaad os Khare Mig me Arie . point over the Bombay 
Fig aa a overnment in extracting from it a confession that 
eee (99) preaig: sn, they made a mistake (in attaching the moveable 
property of the Natu brothers). It is much to be regretted that the Govern- =. 
ment acted so recklessly in the matter, but they have, by frankly acknow- | 
ledging their mistake, made ample atonement for that recklessness. The | 
“~~ Honourable Mr. Khare deserves credit for thus making the Government admit. 
its mistake. We cannot give him equal credit for his having asked the: other 
uestion regarding the assault on the editor of the Sudarshan, and wish that he 
} rather not raised it at all, because in doing so he took up the cause of a 
man who had omitted to take all the legal. remedies that were open to him. 
Here, therefore, we must say that the Government scored over Mr. Khare. 


20. The Jagadhitechchhu says that the imprisonment of,Tilak and the Natu 
fo | brothers is solely attributable to the Jubilee murders, “ 
Request to Government to that these three men are completely innocent of the 
— Tilak and the Nata murders as proved in Chapekar’s case, and that. the 
. "Jagadhitechehhu (49), 19th best course for Government is to release the three, as 
Hee fe se by so doing they would not only redressa manifest | 
pt Ue Ca ef ‘wrong, but retrieve the confidence of the public which 
they have lost since the incarceration of Tilak and the Natu brothers. 


. 921, If the High Court upholds the decision of the Sessions Judge, Poona, 

seat Miva (18). 200 in the Chapekar case, as surely it will do, the theory 

patients Mire (9), 20% of  deop-laid political conspiracy. existing in the 

| Brita IN, Deccan capital in particular, and the whole presidency 

in general, comes to nothing. No one with ahead on his shoulders could 
ssibly attribute the Jubilee murders to Mr. Tilak or to the Natu brothers either, : 
he appeal made in the columns of the Times of Indiato the Indian Govern- 
x ment over the signature of ‘ Olive Branch ”’ on behalf of Mr. Tilak is quite | 
o opportune and significant and deserves the most earnest consideration. - If the 
. hapekar trial. has proved, as we think it has done most conclusively, that the 
murderer of Mr. Rand and Lieutenant Ayerst was but a beggarly Brahmin 
fanatic and none else, the educated class, on whom the stigma of ‘disloyalty and 
— sedition is being so unjustly cast, deserves speedy reparation for the injustice 
ae done them so long and maliciously. That reparation, tardy though it be, will 
: bea sure act of justice, and will moreover be, as we hope, the means to relieve 
the preserit unhappy tension between the rulers and the ruled. English-public 
opinion has slowly, but surely, veered round in favour of-Mr. Tilak: and the 
fatus, and surely it is time the Government thought of tracing back its steps 
gracefully from the awkward predicament into which it was landed consciously 


or otherwise. nas : ae moped inacie @ 


_ "| 92. “Olive Branch” has, in the columns of the Z'imes of India, made out 
a en pee ‘a good case for the release of Tilak from jail. The 
Bae 1 ought to have been scene 
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‘sympathy and good-will of Government, whom they had been all along vilely 

‘abusing and against whom all sorts of accusations were freely made in respect 
of the press prosecutions. The question, however, arises whether Tilak should 
‘be made to suffer for the sins of his so-called friends. We are inclined to co- 
incide with the views so ably and so pathetically expressed by ‘“ Olive Branch.” 
Now that.the Brahmin press and the public pray for clemency, and clemency 
alone, a ready compliance with the piteous appeal will afford yet another proof 
of the magnanimity of mind and the liberality of heart on the part of the 
British Government. i 


23. It is said that * = ggg of the Howard Association of Eng- 
and Mr. Tilak now gets much better treatment in his 
Feb. Eng. gry si alse prison home than hitherto. If this be really so, and 
we have reason to believe that it is, the whole country 
will bless the Howard Association for their humane intercession, and bless Lord 
Sandhurst for his having sympathetically listened to the cry of humanity. We 
cannot see how it is possible, as the Times desires it, that our countrymen should 
admit that Mr. Tilak is guilty. That is as unnatural as it is impossible. It 
is for Government to admit that he was an innocent victim. Both the people 
and the Government are verily on the horns of adilemma. But surely a com- 
promise should not be impossible. All legal means having failed to secure the 
acquittal of Mr. Tilak, we know that we have to depend only upon the mercy 
and goodness of the Government to be able to see again the face of one whose 
whole life proves that he was truly everybody’s friend but his own. And is it 
too much to expect of the enlightened British Government that they should 
be magnanimous enough to excuse a nation’s partiality for one who devoted the 
best years of his stormy life to the welfare of his countrymen? It is so easy to 
be vindictive and gain nothing; but it is more than noble to kindly lift up a 
fallen foe. Will Lord Sandhurst do it and earn the sincerest esteem and grati- 
tude of a whole continent ? 


24. The Vidya Vilas requests His Excellency Lord Sandhurst to release 

Bal Gangadhar Tilak from jail, firstly, because the trial 

ne: in hee pen of Chapekar has proved that Tilak had nothing to 

Feb. - oad do with the Poona murders, and, secondly, because the 

punishment he has already suffered should, according 

to the paper, be deemed sufficient for the offence of sedition proved against him. 

It says that Lord Sandhurst will make himself extremely popular by giving 
Tilak his liberty. [The Sudhdkar prefers a similar request. | 


25. Human power must ever yield before the power of God. A striking 
proof of this proposition is afforded by the triumphant 
Alleged impotence of Gov- progress of the bubonic plague in spite of the deter- 
des ravaiine of the Yd Dag mined efforts of Government to stamp the malady out. 
Vartahar (99), Pah Feb. ‘Lhe disease seems to mock the measures adopted by 
Government for its suppression. It refuses to yield to 
the multifarious devices contrived by them for its eradication. Nay, it is 
showing more and more subtlety in its progress from place to place and 
completely eludes all artificial efforts to check its progress or minimise its 
‘ravages. Government tried all sorts of remedies, sent the people into segregation 
camps, annoyed them beyond measure, confined them like prisone's in jail, but 
all to no purpose. Divine power baffled all these human measures by sending 
hurricanes and untimely showers to destroy the segregation sheds and asserted its 
superiority over the power of Government most completely. We do not know 
how long this unequal: struggle between the human and the divine power is to 
continue and how long the former is destined to endure abject humiliation. 


26. The Vishoadarshan refers to the plague measures of Government, says 
Wea Gia): Tae eet theme are nok NY o- BEOX eee Ae Eee 
and 2Uth Feb, — ae 


the plague, but, on the contrary, are calculated to 
‘i inflict annoyance upon the people. The paper adds that 
rent does not know that it is powerless to cope with a disease like the 
suppress which quite different remedies were adopted of old. Ht also» 
overnment is powerful, but not so powerful as God, and that. - 
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4 though the peotile are meek and submissive, it should be ve careful in en- 
a forcing plague measures and respect the feelings of the people so as to avoid 
any unpleasant and serious consequences. 


27. sacar Dnyanodaya thus reports an ineident alleged. to have recently 
occurred at some railway station, where medical exa- 
An incident in regard to mination of all passengers is compulsory :—A party 
the medical examination of of women and children belonging toa Native regiment 
er jaa aati at® from Neemuch were travelling by train to Poona via 
see yaucdaye (14), 24th the Holkar State Railway; andthe only male members 
Feb. who accompanied them were a Subedar and some 25 
sepoys, the rest of the men being ordered to go on foot. 
As the train arrived at the-station, the medical staff proceeded to examine the 
women belonging to the regiment. To this the old Subedar strongly objected 
and ordered his men to stand near the female compartment with drawn swords. 
The subordinate medical staff appealed to their European chief, who, on enquir- 
ing whence the women came, decided that medical examination was un- 
necessary in their case as they came {from an uninfected locality. This shows 
that the rule of * might i is right’ holds good everywhere, even in dealing with 
the plague authorities. 


28. The Government of India did not mach concern itself at first with 
the measures adopted by the Bombay Government 
Plagne preventive mea- for the suppression of the plague. But now that the 
poabas eg the Bombay Gov- disease is threatening to make a longer stay in the 
- Véetdnid ht (100), 28rq Country than at first anticipated, the Supreme Gov- 
Feb. ernment has devoted some attention to the subject and 
has, we learn, come to the conclusion that the mea- 
sures adopted by the local Government are for the most part unnecessary. The 
local Government will, it is true, try to maintain its position since it has actual 
experience of the havoc wrought by the disease and a better appreciation of the 
relative efficacy of the various methods of checking it than the Supreme Gov- 
ernment. It has spent — lavishly in suppressing the disease, but mostly 
to no practical purpose. erience has shown that the best way of coping 
with the disease is to make all | persons evacuate the infected localities, and at the 
same time to prevent them from mixing with people in uninfected areas, The 
employment of soldiers, who are brought up to fight with rude savages and law- 
less dacoits or freebooters, in handling plague-stricken patients, the removal of 
the latter to flimsy structures known as plague hospitals, the washing of houses, 
&c., are known to produce no desirable result. The removal of a plague patient 
in a very weak state of health to hospital gives him a shock and retards the 
chances of his recovery. It is for adopting such remedies of very doubtful 
efficacy that the Bombay Government is being cursed by thepeople. Another 
ground of popular odium against the plague measures is the extreme poverty 
of the people. They have no money toremove themselves from an infected 
to an uninfected locality or to build temporary huts there for their shelter. 


29. The question of quarantine is puzzling the public as well as the 

Official mind a great deal, There is a divergence of 

ak eon tan yinnatt: Views as regards its utility and efficacy. The Supreme 

+ (152), 20th Feb. y Government are, it seems, opposed to it, while the 

_ local Government are disposed to look upon it with 

BS favour. Inthe meantime the quarantine restrictions are paralysing the trade 

oe and industries and putting people to great inconvenience. It is to be hoped that 

bees - @& common understanding will soon be arrived at -on the subject and a settled 
policy adopted. [The Kdthidwddno Himdyati expresses similar sentiments. ] 


30. There is at present no uniformity in the plague administration in the 

zt presidency, nor any consistency in the regulations 
Alleged oink al uniformity framed for suppressing the plague at different places. 
oe Bobs eeatas The appointment of a Plague Commissioner for the 
” Budhatr (22), let Feb, whole presidency was at one time expected to bring. 
Mie about this desired uniformity and consistency, but we 
eS COR go IT} r to say that distinctions. and differences in enforcing plague measures 
_ still apparent in the plague 8 administration. - For example, 


al panooa ation i is declared 
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by Government to be a remedy, which it is entirely at the option of the people to 
resort'to or not as they like; but we learn from a Belgaum paper that the Acting 
Collector of that place has issued a notification making inoculation obligatory 
on the residents of the cantonment of that town. Then the passes issued by the 
Bombay Plague Committee certifying that the persons holding them were kept in 
quarantine at the Modikhana Camp for ten days are treated by the mofussil 
authorities as of no more value than used postage stamps, and the certificates 
given by Patels and Kulkarnis of villages round about Poona are considered 
absolutely worthless by the local Plague authorities. Thirdly, the distinction 
observed between Natives on the one hand and Europeans and their servants on 
the other as regards exemption from quarantine is,as rife as ever. If Govern- 
ment believe in the efficacy of quarantine as a preventive measure, why should 
they make a dangerous exception in the case of Europeans and their Native 
servants? ‘The former may or may not be proof against the plague, but the 
latter are certainly as liable to spread the infection as any other class of Natives, 
We do not recommend that all persons alike should be detained in quarantine, 
but that if detention must be enforced as likely to prevent the spread of the 
disease, no dangerous loopholes should be allowed to mar its efficacy. 


31. A correspondent of the Rast Goftdr, writing from Ahmedabad, says 


that in view of the present condition of the various 


Request to relax the rules detention camps and the overcrowding that is, as a 
— wage mace hs: rule, observable in them, it would be desirable to relax 
“a: the severity of the rules of detention and to allow 

Rast Goftér (123), 20th respectable persons, whose whereabouts can easily be 
Feb. traced on their arrival at destination, to finish their 

journey without being compelled to halt for 10 days 
at adetention camp. Such a measure, says the correspondent, will at once 
lessen the overcrowding at the camps and give desirable facilities for travel to 


respectable persons. 


32. Weare glad to see the sympathetic response elicited from His Excel. 

2 lency the Governor by the gentle and passing allusion 

Alarm and suffering alleged made by the Honourable Mr. Mehta in Council to the 
secume ee woke cus rr of iy ri dagen and the Plague Committee 
sone with regard to the epidemic that is raging in our 

vie ty Eis Hxcetensy the midst, It is obvious from the reply that Govern. 
Governor toa complaint in ment are prepared to do all they’can to allay alarm 
ne eater irika (21), 20th 924 suffering, and it only remains for our citizens to 
eee come forward and help their brethren out of the 
baencegies troublesome position by volunteering to assist and 
co-operate with Government. We understand that at the conference with Sir 
George Cotton and the other gentlemen named by His Excellency, reference 
was specially and pointedly made to the search parties in which European 
soldiers are the chief element. That such search parties are apt to cause need- 
less alarm in Hindu families is nothing strange and can be easily understood ; 
the only way out of the difficulty seems to be that Native Justices and others 
like them should take up the work in sufficient numbers. His. Excellency the 
Governor has promised to consider how far the present measures are successful 
and how far it may be possible to alleviate suffering, and we shall await a further 
‘pronouncement of the views of the Government on the subject with interest. 
Since writing the above we have seen the following among “ additional plague 
measures”: ‘A good deal of apprehension has been caused in many parts of 
the city by the employment of British soldiers. It has been decided that no 
more British troops shall be brought into the city for the present. Instructions 
have been issued to those engaged in search work under no circumstances to 


enter either the cook-rooms. or the god-rooms, and whenever it is necessary to 
enter the houses the British soldier will be accompanied by a sepoy.” The. 
rcluding portion is somewhat curious. One does not know what good the - 


concl he does . hat good the 
sepoy will be with the British soldier; and if the latter is to be anplozed in 
search work at all, the proper course is to put him under responsible N 


wove 


’ : 


leaders of search parties, with strict orders to follow their instru uctions. In thi 


case alone can the use of British cogs nite, engaged in operations be con-. 


tinued without causing the alarm which His Excellency the Governor is so 


ative 
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anxious to allay, and we trust that the “sepoy ” will accompany the British 
troops only as a temporary measure until respectable Native gentlemen who can 
be trusted to do the work satisfactorily are forthcoming in sufficient numbers. . 


38. Judging from the general cry in the streets, in the shops, in every place 
Tne of business, the Plague Committee are absolutely . 
Champion (2), 20th Feb. ~— indifferent to or oblivious of the practical working 
effects of their rules, The social, religious and other sentiments and feelings of 
a mixed population, with diversity of environments, are apparently never consi- 
dered at all, or, if considered, they are cast to the winds as a negligible element, 
It is no exaggeration to say that there is quite a litany of complaints, But 
hardly any one has dared to submit them in a forcible manner to the governing 
authorities. Why? Because people have been in a state of mortal terror since 
the events which transpired eight months ago. Even the Native organs of 
public opinion were silent, or next-to silent. Complaints there were, mostly 
well founded; but the complainants, when asked to relate them in detail, 
under their own authority in writing, shrank from that task. So the publicists 
were constrained, in spite of these facts, to keep silent, knowing well how a 
misguided Government, repressively inclined, and which, moreover, had not yet 
shaken itself of the unseemly panic of last year, might pursue them in all the 
plenitude of its power. And the complainants showed want of moral courage 
to come forward and tell the tale of zudwm in their proper persons, because they 
too knew well, after the same unhappy events of last year, how soon they might 
be persecuted. Thus -all bore with unexampled patience their hard lot, but 
sullen discontent raged in their breasts. The indignation was pent up and it 
was not possible to express it. How a Government which has eyes to see and 
ears to hear, and which, besides, plumes itself on possessing a secret organisation, 
paid out of public moneys, which is supposed to inform it of the general feeling 
of the people, should have been so oblivious or indifferent as to know absolutely 
nothing of the popular complaint against.the operations of the plague rules, 
until the Honourable Mr. Mehta made his appeal on their behalf, from his 
place in the Legislative Council on Monday last, is indeed strange. When a 
whole population talks from day to day of the extremely harsh operations of the 
different Plague authorities, great and small, it is absurd to suppose that such 
talk could never have reached the highest quarters. Neither is it possible to 
imagine that the class of men whom the august authorities take into their 
confidence, with a view to gauge popular sentiments and -feelings, should 
have so far neglected their obvious duties as citizens as to keep these author- 
ities in dense ignorance of what all Bombay had been complaining of 
for weeks and weeks past. The presumption then is that the Government 
knew of the irritation, annoyance and extreme hardships to which the people 
were subjected under the precious plague rules, but scarcely knew what to do. 
They did nothing, or next to nothing, to comfort the people and to allay the 
prevailing feeling of unrest and dissatisfaction—not until Mr. Mehta rose in 
the Council chamber and appealed to them for redress. No sooner did he ~ 
allude to the matter than there was a flutter in the dovecot of the self-sufficient 
and omniscient hierarchy which holds in its hands the destinies of this unfor- 
tunate city. His Excellency was all attention. Aye, he was so impressed by 
the pathetic appeal of Mr. Mehta that straightway he gathered the next day a 
few gentlemen and tried to understand what was the nature of the complaints 
so as to find some ready means for remedying tiiem! What a wonderful 
change to be sure! Evidently, Mr. Mehta must have some magic influence 


pul ce might have done, 


_ On the contrary, we shall in due course be pre- 
with of records of excellent work done, and wholesale 
genes of men who, were ‘the trath told, would in any other civilized country, 
and in England itself, be subjected to an enquiry which they would never forget 
till the end of their lives. However, all is well that ends well, and Lord 


Sandhurst’s personal interest has been awakened. 


84. The prompt manner in which His Excellency the Governor sai 
Indian Spectator (4),.20th attention to, and did what he personally could to 
ee ee ee redress some of the complaints about plague adminis- 
tration in Bombay, and the manner in which he has 
accepted the suggestion of utilizing more largely the co-operation and assistance 
of the intelligent members of the Bombay communities, are deserving of the 
best thanks and the highest praise from the city. It remains to be seen how His 
Excellency’s wishes, so plainly expressed in the Council on Tuesday last, are 
carried into effect by those who are the arbiters of the plague operations in 
Bombay. It has more than once happened in these matters that what the 
higher authority desired or sanctioned, and what His Excellency’s Government 
in its wisdom and foresight-granted, has been but very grudgingly put into 
practice, if put at all, by the officials concerned. Therefore, we feel bound to 
int out that here, too, if the co-operation of the Native gentlemen accompany- 
ing search parties is not accepted by the officers and soldiers in the spirit in — 
which it has been accorded—in short, if scant respect is shown to them, and 
they are taken more as necessary evils to. be anyhow tolerated, than as guides 
and directors and most welcome smoothers of the way for a difficult task, little 
good, indeed, will result either to the one or to the other. An honest attempt 
to secure the co-operation of Natives is a condition precedent, upon which the 
good results we expect. from His Excellency’s concessions largely, perhaps’ 
solely, depend, and it is to be hoped that His Excellency will not fail to impress 
this upon those concerned. ‘Even as regards securing the co-operation of Native 
gentlemen in sufficient numbers, something more than His Excellency’s bare 
request for people to come forward is needed. The leaders must be moved, and | 
when the machinery is once set agoing, it will go on well. We would suggest 
a meeting of the kind which His Excellency convened to personally appeal to 
the Justices last year. With advantage may also Fellows of the University, 
Municipal Commissioners, and members of ieutiit associations be invited to 


attend—even all ean indiscriminately, who are willing to work, whether | 
titled or not. 


35. Apart from the personal baindhipe the plague operations are causing, 
-eannot, we may ask, something be done to prevent 
anne Rpaciaten: (4) , 20th them from paralyzing . t trade and thus bringing in 
poverty in the wake of disease? Trade seems to be 
in a way seriously suffering by the manner in which the plague regulations are 
too zealously and too rigorously put into force by the various district officers 
and their su oidtitites: and. considerable irritation is being felt at the hardships 
the travelling public have to suffer through the whims and caprices of over-- 
cautious or over-airy officials. It will neither be wise nor prudent to let the 
- mofussil poor, specially after an unprecedented famine, go without a sufficient 
quantity of food stuffs, and to let the travelling public be put to hardships and 
inconveniences in spite of their satisfying “all reasonable demands of the 
plague regulations. Double or treble quarantines, at any rate, are as irrita- 
ting as they are irrational. 


36. What to do is the question which is now r before the unfortunate peo ople 

of Bombay. ‘The plague is cruelty harassing the 

Complaints against plague people, but the plague authorities and their orders are 

cera ns 45) nd (46), found to be more oa hae the B outer te 

. ' -people who have to do t duty go to sleep during 

Bese = naar uae — .. but the plagu Solent recklessly dd them 
to hospital simply becanse they are found i in] = 1. Once removed to the hospital, 
rc) hy persons fall violins to the disease ‘owing to the mismanagement at 

the ‘hospitals and insufficiency of food. . People prefer death from plague to 
ea | nD pees d rs and ‘imprisonment i no qua rantine camps. Ou ur h a ibl ¢ 
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prayer to God is that those who are advocating the continuance of -strict: medical 
examination and detention in observation camps should’ be made to have personal 
experience of ‘both these measures. (‘The same paper, in its issue of the 22nd 
February, says:—We are extremely grieved to see Government not moved in 
the least in the matter of the search of houses by soldiers and compulsory deten- 
tion in quarantine in spite of incessant complaints about these measures. So 


long we thought that Government had real sympathy for us, but when we 


consider the amendments in the law of -sedition and the determination of Goy- 
ernmeht to act as they like; without caring for public opinion or the consequences 
of their acts, we feel convinced that they feel no sympathy for us. ] 


37, ‘The plague is killing hundreds of persons every day in Bombay and 
ue | funeral piles are lit daily in the burning grounds. to 
__Gurdkhs (45), 21st Feb. Gremate their corpses. But there are other fires lit in 
the streets of Bombay in which the household effects of persons dwelling in 
infected. houses are burnt publicly under the orders of the Plague authorities. 
Looking.at these fires one is reminded of the Hols bonfires. It seems the Holt 
festival is being celebrated every day under the regime of Lord Sandhurst. 
a Excellency should. bear in. mind that such things will result in nothing 
but evil. a 


Disapproval of the alleged 


. brought on the : on cou fe Ta 
Son Plies Cnesailies to stant there was. no plague case in the city and the 


relax its protective measures cantonment. On some of the succeeding days cases 


, against plague. have again occurred. But the circumstance of* the 


Mahraita (7); 20th Feb. 
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_ We think that that isa fair position even, now. to assume, and. hope that the 
- Poona authorities will not yield to any influences, as the least relacatioh of their 
rales may throw the town into the danger of reinfection. 

_ 39. The Dnydn waitin in taking a. en of the second i invasion of the 

j the second Plague over the city of Poona, says that happily Gov- 
_ Reto eo ihe "pee in ernment showed from the beginning that they - had 
Poona. profited from the experience gained during the first 
_ Dayan Prakash (42), 24th invasion of the plague, and that in the plan of cam- 
bias paign organised for suppressing the disease it. was 
deemed ex pedient to seek the co-operation of the people and to give.a more 
willing ear to popular complaints. The paper proceeds to comment on the 
plague administration in Poona while Mr. Lamb was at its head, and says that — 
though Mr. Lamb individually was. sympathetic officer, his administration was 
not as successful as it ought to have been, because the services of the Native 
volunteers were not as actively made use of as they should have been, and because 
the rules regarding segregation were at one time unnecessarily severe and also 
because the arrangements at the segregation camp were unsatisfactory. The 
‘paper concludes by giving a brief history of the regime of Colonel Creagh, with 
whose appointment, it says, a new era was inaugurated in the plague adminis- 
tration .of the city. It gives high praise to Colonel Creagh for seeking the 
co-operation of the people, for his constant willingness to listen patiently to 
their grievances, whether real or imaginary, and for.his readiness to invest the 
Native volunteers with more and more power in the matter of house-to-house 
visitation. , 


40. The Praja Pokdr writes that plague haying broken out afresh ' in Golwad, 
: a part of Surat, the Collector issued a notification that 
wich amaae (eee Surat. all the inhabitants of that locality should go to reside 
raja Pokdr ( 159), 23rd - tem 1 
pbb cay porarily in the Majura health camp within 36 
hours, but, that: the Gol (rice-pounders) so much 
disliked this notification that they crowded in large numbers near the Collector’s 
‘bungalow and complained that they had to put. up with so much inconvenience 
at..the health camp that they would rather die than go there again. The 
paper adds that the Golas, when called upon by the ie police to hictuast. said that. 
the police had better shoot them. 


41. A correspondent of the Deshi Mitra, who. jini proceeded frorh 
: oy 944, Malabar Hill, Bombay, to Surat, complains that 
y pe eahi_ Mitra, (139), 24th although he held-a pass from:the Bombay - Plague 

~~» Committee he was not allowed: to enter Surat without 
andergotag ten days’ detention; and also thatthe rule by which a person could 
procure exemption from detention at Surat was cancelled we of a sudden my the 
local Plague authorities. 3 ) | t sone 


42, We are informed that some persons are detained in the abiaevidtlon 
camp for more days than ‘the rules require. If the 
" Alleged illegal detention of detention be illegal, who is responsible for such un- 


omg Dhire ‘is ‘ "nies lawful detention? Obedience to the rules is a virtue 


‘days than the rules require which the authorities seem to have forgotten. ‘Ifthe 
-and a request to the District persons detained be sus all of having committed 


Collector in the matter. Bu to onv , 
 hiahanes (19a), 16th 22 Offence, they may be lega at tried. But toc uve t 
Feb,, Eng. col.” the observation camp into something likea prison-house 


is a folly which deserves to be seriously. noticed by, the 
‘higher authorities when there is a cry against the pie arrangements. ‘We 


hope the Collector will see that matters are put right in this respéct. 


43, A Wai correspondent of the Vydpari. writes that the quaranti e 
_ arrangements at W4i are far superior to those of other 
‘Praine of Rao Saheb Gupte, _ places, that no compla int 3 is heard at Wii on that sone’, 
-Mémiatdér of Wéi, for the’ ang that the whole credit 
satisfactory arrangements in.” Gu t6, Mémla dée af Wi 
~ ~. detention camp at Shet many et seh Pee 
ite ct 23rd Feb. to take a leaf fi 1 ie ees en b Gupte he has 
| au ep ie ble ae enforoe the conders 


44. About six huntired Muhammadan Khojas, who had been to Bombay 
| to pay their respects’ to His Highness the Aga Khan 
Alleged suffering and hard- on the eve of his departure for England, landed at 
ig npn a ei the Kardéchi Harbour on Monday morning last. 
at the detention tamps at They put into port over night, but had of course to 
Kardchi. await the break of day before they could set their 
Phoenix (8), 23rd Feb. foot on shore. The Plague authorities had them ai 
| : once conveyed to the detention. camps, but as no 
arrangements had been made to attend to the craving of their inner man they 
had to forego the luxury of a meal until late in the evening. Fancy what it was 
for poor little children to have gone without any sustenance all the _ live- 
long day. Wedo not understand why ‘their needs had not been provided 
for, and how the authorities expect one single man, whom they have since 
authorized to procure food for the men, women and children under detention, to _ 
cater at a time for six hundred persons. We hear of great suffering and hardship, 
and we hope something would: be done to minimize the one and assuage the 
other.. When people are confined in detention camps very much against their 
wishes, it is only adding insult to injury not to provide them with sufficient 
a food. | ae | ) 
a 45. The Vdrtdhar observes that the commonest principles of hygiene are 
| Alleged overcrowding at ignored at the detention ae at Kaly an, where, it 
i} the Kaly&o detention camp. says, the detenues are literally crammed together in 
a Vértéhar (99), 21st Feb. | small rooms, where they run the risk of falling ill. 
a 46. The Mahrdtta publishes a letter addressed to the editor of the Kesari 
a . 7 : : by Mr. Bonus, the Acting Collector and District 
a Approval of thestepstaken Magistrate, Poona, in connection with certain in- 
af rom a eg, Pe formation published by that paper about a shooting 
trate of Poona, to correct the accident near Bassein in the Thdna District in its 
| | inaccuracies in the report issue of the 30th November last, and observes :— 
| ‘published by the Kesart ofa What we want to point out here is that the present 
1 See theThana way of clearing misunderstandings about any occur- 
goal a(7), 20th Feb. | Tenceis very commendable. Unless persons directly 
: concerned come forward to speak out, all reports, 
even in the most truth-loving newspapers which have to depend upon secondhand 
information, are bound to be more or less one-sided. Such reports of news- 
pers are certainly as harmful to the public as to the officials concerned in 
‘such regrettable occurrences. Even after reading the letter of Mr. Bonus we 
/ ought not to lose sight of the central idea which forms the moral of the whole 
thing. Shooting accidents at the hands of Europeans have become a scandal of 
the day, and efforts must be made 4s early as possible to check and prevent them 
altogether if possible. Of course we all know that officers of high rank are 
- . more considerate and less rash than thesoldiers. But whether soldiers or officers, 
they must be all made to know better, than they do at present, the respon- 
sibility which devolves upon them on account of their voluntarily using 
dangerous weapons for mere enjoyment. } 3 
47, We are-extremely: sorry to hear that the diet given to the inmates of 
: | _ the Hyderabad Central Jail (Sind) is unfit for human 
Diet given to. the inmates consumption, and even a member of the canine crea- 
of the Hyderabad Central tion will turn up its nose at it. We are not so much 
Jail (Sind) alleged to be | : fom : ; Peat 
anfit for human consump concerned about the non-observance of: caste distine- 
Sn ‘tions in the same jail, for it might be due to circum- 


#ion. . re wie is 42 ear bed . 

Phania (8), 23rd Feb. stances over which the authorities have no control. 
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allowed to be trodden down by thestrong, and if the authority vested in the 
local officers is to be exercised in the interests of the governed and not be abused. 
for the selfish ends of petty officials. I shall content myself with stating the 
facts, and leave it to the Collector of Kardéchi and the Commissioner in Sind to 
decide whether it is not imperatively necessary that an enquiry into the griev- 


ances of the gharriwalas should be made and the parties in fault punished. It 


may be suggested that this should not be made by any police officer or an 
revenue officer below the rank of a Deputy or Assistant Collector. Wit 
these preliminary observations I propose to mention the following facts, which 
there is sufficient evidence to substantiate. The correspondent then gives 
four specific instances of ill-treatment to the gharriwalas and concludes his 
letter with the following remarks:—Almost all carriage-owners complain 
that they and their servants are very badly treated by the peons of the 
Mukhtyarkar, and that they are not paid sufficient fare when their car- 
riages are used by Government: officers or when they are engaged by the 
latter for their friends or relations. 


49. The Loka Bandhu reports that a daring dacoity was committed at 

- _ Dharwar on the 19th February, and says that had the 

Dacoity at Dhérwaér and police authorities been provided with firearms instead 

a S ndbu C78), 20th of the blunt swords they are now armed with, and had 

Feb. ; " Rasik Rantani (1g1), rms licenses been more freely allowed to the people, 

24th Feb. such dacoities would not have occurred. The paper, 

accordingly, suggests that licenses should be granted to 

the people freely, no distrust being entertained ias to their abusing the con- 
cession. 


Legislation. 


50. The Karndtak Patra thinks that in the Select Committee the 

| Sedition Bill is considerably shorn of its terrors and 

Remarks on the report of has thus been converted into a comparatively mild 
the Belect Vommuttee on the measure. The paper is surprised that the Honourable 
oT aregeee Paty a (172), Mr. Chalmers, who originally drafted the Bill, should 
21st Feb— thus have yielded to the amendments proposed in the 
: Select Committee, and thinks some secret influence 


must-have wrought such a radical change in his attitude. 


51. The Select Committee has failed to enlighten the public with its 
a views on one feature of the new law of sedition, 
Pg Sh =" (115), 20th which is as dangerous in operation as it is mis- 
ag Si chievous in effect. It relates to the. power given to 
Magistrates to try cases of sedition, Nothing could be more dangerous than 
to entrust those powers to Magistrates which have hitherto been exercised by Ses- 
sions Judges with the.aid of a jury. ‘To increase the jurisdiction of Magistrates 
in this respect is at any rate neither wise nor sound statesmanship. In the mofus- 
sil particularly it will strike terror in the ranks of Native journalists, whose voices 
the Magistracy, armed with these powers, can effectively stifle. We trust the 
Committee appointed to consider the Criminal Procedure Code will be induced 
to give this matter their most earnest consideration before it is finally passed 
into law. 


52. The Bombay City Improvement Bill, which forms, next to the plague, 

| the absorbing topic of discussion in this city, was in-- 

Comments on the City of troduced into the Legislative Council by His Excel- 

Bombay Improvement Bill. Jency the Governor on Monday last, in a speech which 

eee cere, (ne) BO Swed how earnestly His Excellency has devoted 
Feb., Eng. cols. olga : ; : Seige: vey 
tetas acon __. himself to the important question of ridding Bomba 
of the unhealthiness, overcrowding, bad streets and ill-ventilated places, to a 


of which is attributed the epidemic which has overtaken the city. His Excel- 


lency must have been: gratified with the reception accorded to the measure, 
both inside and outside the Council. That a measure of so important a 
character should provoke criticism in regard to some of its details is only 


to. be expected; for it is a measure which aims at what we may call the 
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re-making of Bombay, and some of its provisions doubtless require very careful 
SS consideration and diseussion. But the debate in the Council which followed Hig 
Excellency’s thoughtful speech showed that one and all were agreed that His 
Excellency had done what would entitle him to the lasting gratitude of the 
S - citizens of Bombay, by introducing into the Council a Bill which sought to free 
the city from unhealthy spots, ill-ventilated places and narrow streets. The 
Honourable Mr. Pherozshah M. Mehta’s speech contained several points which, 
we have no doubt, will receive careful consideration in the Select Committee. 
The complaint: made in certain quarters:that.the Board should be an appendage 
of the Municipal Corporation seems to us to take little account of the fact that 
work, such as the Board would have to do, is of an especially onerous and 
responsible character, and it is but reasonable that it should be entrusted to a 
body which is not subject to a deliberative body like the Corporation. 


a ype | Education. ‘ 


TIMER TL LOT SS TPP I om 


53, ‘This year’s University Convocation, unlike last year’s, came off with 
some eclat, as it was the first at which His Excel- 
hg at a, Pi Hxcel- lency the Governor presided as Chancellor of the 
icy Lord Sandhurst's ad-" ; ee ; Prog ” | ! 
dress at the Convocation of University. To disarm all criticism, His Excellency 
the Bombay University. at the commencement premised that his was to be 
Rast Goftdr (128), 20th g practical rather than an academical address. We 
Beb., Hing. cols. , are fully in concord with the frank and straight- 
forward .advice given to those among the teachers who, as His Excellency | 
put it, betray their great trust by taking advantage of the immaturity of those 
cominitted to their charge, and we trust that the advice will not fall on unheed- 
ing ears. It is given but to afew to distinguish themselves in literature or 
science, and the University, in the majority of instances, will have done its duty 
if it turn out men who do the work lying nearest to them with right good will, 
and who fully realize their responsibilities and duties as the most advanced 
citizens of a country like India. But His Excellency was far from counselling 
the alumni of the University to aim at nothing higher. As he pointed out, there 
‘was a Vast field for research in Indian archeology, and he bade the students 
follow in the wake of a Telang, a Bhagwanlal Indraji, or a Bhandarkar. We 
‘wish, however, that His Excellency had pointed out the means whereby this 
desirable consummation might be brought about. There are hardly any endows 
ments for research. Our scientific laboratories are badly equipped, and while 
care is taken to bring out distinguished young graduates from home to fill 
the chairs of literature, history and philosophy, any one is thought good enough 
for the science chair in our Government Colleges, 


54. The Convocation gi of the pnaneetior, if it was a brief one, — 

a Petey with questions of practical imyortance in everyday life 
tee, Bug. oe a (21), 20th and hardly needed the apology that His Losdsnip’s 
Dee : own personai experience had been more of a practical 
than of an academic kind and for that reason it was not his primary purpose 
to. speak of the University in its aspect of an institution for the encouragement 
of learning and research as ends in themselves. At the end of the first portion 
of the address His Excellency thus remarked :—‘ The new learning of the West 
P. may act either as a stimulant or as a poison, it may either broaden and deepen 
. the mind and the character, or it may dissolve the old belief and the old 
= morality, without creating anything in their place.’ The new learning has 
for a long time past acted more.as.a poison than as a stimulant, and until it 
has ceased to act as poison for some time, recovery from the diseased condition 
into which we find ourselves is not to be expected. In speaking of the 
“tendency of modern education’’ His Excellency: laid special stress on the 
inadvisability and double dangers of encouraging raw youth to take part in 
affairs for which they are not yet fitted by maturity of thought and judgment. 
The danger is twofold, to the youths themselves from the fact that they are 
apt to think too much of themselves, and to the cause from the fact of its being 
‘packed by such immature minds. The subject may seem somewhat hackneyed ; 
but the importance of it is so great that it cannot be too prominently placed 
before the eyes, and the mention of it on such an occasion and by so exalted a 
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importance in our own interest. Throughout the address, His Excellency seems 
to have been actuated by a desire to adopt the physician’s maxim curare 
gucunde, The reference to the “ancient Hindu system” of education, “ the 
old Hindu terms,’’ was probably meant to be the sugar coating, but the _ pill 
having been handed over to the patient to swallow we only trust that he will 
not break it up, swallowing only the coating and scattering to the winds the 
small dose of the vivifying drug within. 7 apc. : 


55, His Excellency Lord Sandhurst’s speech at the Bombay University 
irs sake Ohcondls UG. Sk Convocation deserves more than a passing notice. . He 
Feb, gene Eee aa regretted that Indian young men were made arrogant by 

the education imparted to them, and had ceased to have 
the same respect for order and authority which so eminently distinguished their 
forefathers. This is an indictment which is undoubtedly true, and it is to be 
hoped that instead .of attempting an answer or offering a refutation to the 
- charge, we shall set our house in order and put our youngsters straight. There 
has lately been a spirit of insubordination abroad, and cheek and arrogance 
have begun to be confounded with independence and manliness. Age is 
no longer paid the respect which is its due, and “old fools” and other oppro- 
brious epithets are applied towards gray-haired people, This spirit of inso- 
lence and insubordination in our young men cannot be too greatly deprecated 
and should on no account be encouraged. Lord Sandhurst next referred to 
the practice which has lately been obtaining an ascendancy in the minds of 
our young men, who have scarcely reached years of discretion, of mixing theme 
selves up in politics and taking an active part in political agitation. This 
is a mischievous practice to be sure, and by distracting the attention of the 
students from their studies to which it ought to be exclusively devoted} 
it tells very badly on their future prospects. Some political agitators, however, 
would demur to these views, for boys are the auxiliaries with whose aid 
they intend bringing about the political enfranchisement of India. 


personage as the Chancellor of. the University will, we. trust, give it a new 


56. His Excellency Lord Sandhurst may be an excellent Governor and in 
Champion (2), 20th Feb. 


learn that he is an authority on Indian education. He, in spite of the newness 
of his knowledge, somewhat went out of his way to lecture the Bombay 
University on matters educational, and, like’ all those who talk of that which 
they do not quite understand, he spoke dogmatically. Here the paper quotes 
the remarks of the Chancellor of the University about persons én statu pupil- 
lari being encouraged to take part in political matters, and adds:—Now we have 
heard all this before, and we thought this kind of stuff had been banished from 
the minds of responsible men, and was now only to be found in the editorial 
columns of ignorant and prejudiced Anglo-Indian newspapers. Evidently we 
were wrong in oursurmise. But to return to Lord Sandhurst; His Lordship talks 
of a tendency which he notices; other people too-of late have noticed a 
tendency, but of a different kind—a tendency on the part of those who should 
know better, to indulge in platitudes. Will Lord Sandhurst inform the public, 

who are the persons who seriously encourage boys to take part in political 

movements’ He surely must have some evidence upon which he bases his 
remarks, and it is only fair that he should produce that evidence. or, as far 

as we are concerned, and we know as much about political activity in India as 

many people, we have never met those of whom His Excellency spoke. Of 

course, boys do take part in political discussions—like other youths they have 

their debating societies, and why should they not ?—but we have not yet met 

the precocious Indian boy, of whom some people appear to be so afraid. .Lord. 
_ Sandhurst presumably knows where he is to befound. Will he kindly inform the 
public? For they are anxiously waiting to see the fearful creature. May be, 
‘we are devoting too much space to these remarks, and did they appear in an 
ordinary Anglo-Indian sheet we should say “bunkum”’ and pasg on to other 
subjects ; but when a Chancellor of an Indian University from. his place in.the 

Senate Hall makes a serious reflection upon those engaged in educating. the 
youths under their charge, it is only natural that we should desire his proof. __ 


many respects he is—we ourselves have on many 
occasions testified to his ability ; but we have yet to’ 


sanyo 


; ~ 
“ vee 
; 2s (SEB SS 
* vs 
peed ~- 
; ‘ . Co” eee . a 
: . 5 v? >» hee et f. s ve Seu > 
¥ : pI , - t 7 rat heey aie = 1 Roe es Peet 
QF 2 + oy So ° sad A ae te NE 7 Tes =) 4 aes a 23 eater 
* ist : Pin ag SS ie See Se > OT Ws ge . Sipe ee aS PP ha So rata eam . 
> 3 gts . : 4 De PS TE oe ot Win Ste Ny cate a GS ae R arene Stn Ca ee VM Oe ES gl ee 
: “ ‘ Soke sceoh we eee % . - < - * Roi 0 8 as ‘ oo +4 eee be on Ye eae 683 wre Pee 
* ae ‘ eS i . si 9 tate sad eae ae as as Sk Zs ? . a, > x ae 4 apes " nm ion 5 a ie os ee. 2 
“ ee ee = r al . tg ~ " 
PERT nor penta ees ms oes < tne ti OM . wer BOLTS NAS > I gis ees eee el LER wrt tie aoe 
Tipe; : ~ rs aaa ; i r Neo “ bain : 
2 oa Cp ot ba rs At <*) Sa SUR ere aretaurewy ne £5 Th Syers : : ie "tre . , 
PRE, ns 3 ir? ae aa Dh i Pe Paty eee PEPE PEER LT en ry > Nan et POs a hate ae : OL PASS SAP grax roo Se ‘ 
. Bree ; Fo Bs OR RD PE aE EL ee ilies > 


oi acct ag aaa Bia 


— 


57. Many questions had cropped up during the last year on which the 
es Chancellor could have said much, but said nothing, 
Honcste Up thereby causing some surprise and disappointment to 
those who were, awaiting an authoritative explanation. The stoppage of the 
University grant, the veto on Mr, Justice Ranade’s proposal, the question now 
pending between the Government and the Syndicate as to the necessity of sanction 
to open new colleges—such were the topics on which His Excellency could 
have very well enlightened the public in his address. It was perhaps extreme 
modesty that prompted His Excellency to say that his own personal experience 
has been more of a practical than of an academic kind, and it might have been 
the sentiment which kept him silent on the academical aspect of the Univer- 
sity training. His Excellency, however, touched a very important question on 
the practical side of higher education and uttered some unexceptionable remarks 
which all those who are concerned in imparting higher education ought 
to bear in mind. As a general rule we fully endorse His Excellency’s 
proposition that persons i” statu pupillart ought not to take part in public 
affairs. But we do not know where His Excellency noticed the tendency .“ to 
permit and even to encourage school-boys to take part wholly unsuited to their 
age in public movements.” If he refers to the National Congress or the 
Shivaji movement, we must say that His Excellency is quite misinformed by 
those who always represent our public meetings as composed of school-boys 
and who, whenever they want to belittle a movement, never fail to trot out 
the school-boy. One cannot understand what His’ Excellency exactly means 
when he says that questions of controversial character ought to be shut out 
of the school walls; he cannot certainly mean that subjects like logic, 
philosophy, political economy and even physical sciences, which are teeming 
with such controversial questions, should be boycotted from the schools, Should 
not a teacher expound the theory of taxation, the merits of constitutional monar- 
chy, the struggles for freedom, the ideas of God, rules of ethics and so on? 
These are controversial questions and they are in one sense current topics 
too. Any one can utter general truisms, but the task of drawing the boundary 
line is not quite easy to perform. Ifa teacher may descant on the virtues of 
Washington or Hampden or Luther, why should he not refer to the merits of a 
Shivaji ora Ramdas? So long as our rulers are not prépared to tell us that 
we should not even take the name of our national heroes, we cannot admit that 
the Shivaji commemoration debases the minds of students or that the teachers 
who take part in it even out of school hours betray their trust. On the general 
question, of course, we are at one with His Excellency, thinking that current 
olitics should have no place in the school-teaching.. We are glad that Lord 
Sandhurst in this connection drew pointed attention to. the ancient Hindu ideal 
of the duties of teachers and scholars. We earnestly hope that teachers and 
scholars of the present day will stick to that ideal and that Government will 
do their best to enable them to doso, Lord Sandhurst, for instance, was right 
in saying that in the field of Sanskrit scholarship and archeology, Indians have 
greater opportunities; and let us hope that Government will provide them 
with larger means also, for want of which many an unknown Bhandarkar dies 
in obscurity. Had the case been otherwise we could not have seen the spectacle 
of Tilak rotting in jail and oriental learning gradually driven out of our 
University. | | | 


68. Read as an erg address = has not rot gre it ve a thought- 

: | | ul reader need pause an ink. Indeed, if it had 

i Sather (22), 21st Feb, heen made at some other place and by some other 
shes person, it would hardly have attracted any- notice at 
all; for His Excellency Lord Sandhurst, unlike the generality of previous . 
Chancellors and Vice-Chancellors, which latter are generally appointed for their 
eminence in learning, was intended for the army, and making a learned speech 
-was evidently not in His Excellency’s line. We-have, therefore, before us only 
one side of the whole question of University education, the practical side, on 
which the Chancellor addressed his audience. His Excellency, in describing the 
education that should be aimed at, said among other things that the various 
stages must be so co-ordinated that the A nad pass through the whole course 
without repetition or waste of power. With this admission on His Excellency’s- 
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on would be diffioult:to understand why his-Government refused to sanction 
e proposal’ brought forward with this end in view by Mr. Justice Ranade and 
approved by the Senate of the University. We thank His Excellency fora 
kind allusion to the ‘Brahmin’s.education in olden times, and are at one with 
His Excellency in holding that discipline is quite indispensable where two 
civilizations are in-conflict, and His Excellency’s warning that the new learnin 
‘of the West may act either asa stimulant or asa poison will be admitted on 
all hands as unmixed truth. His Excellency’s warning to teachers is very 
sound, no doubt, but the scope and extent of “the current topics in reference 
to which there is unmistakably a division of opinion amongst thoughtful men,” 
*which in His -Excellency’s opinion ought to be eschewed by the teacher, is rather 
‘too extensive, judged by the recent enforcement of a binding on teachers in 
‘certain aided schools in the presidency to abstain from ali public movements. 
One can clearly see that His Excellency is speaking with a degree of feeling in 
the matter, and has said less than he feels. Weare afraid recent events, or 
rather ‘the manner in which they were represented to His Excellency, have 
‘made rather too deep an impression on his mind and created an unfortunate 
‘distrust about the most accredited institutionsin ‘the land,. We do not, however, 
despair, for His: Excellency still holds up a Bhandarkar, a Bose ora Naigamwalla 
‘as a model for the Indian student, which clearly proves that there are at least 
some in the Native community whom His Excellency deems worthy of honour, 
By and by we hope a better understanding will prevail. 


59. His Excellency Lord Sandhurst’s Convocation address hit ‘brief, _ 

09 having regard to .the heavy pressure of the manifol 
huge ite tani hey ‘atlas tna anv devolve upon His Lordship, we do not 
‘wish to complain on the score of its brevity. Further, 
we have no hesitation in expressing our general concurrence in the views he 
expressed on the subject of education, though they are not quite free froma 
«little local colouring, which His Excellency might have avoided at a time when 
‘an’ impartial judgment on. current questions is not. possible even in persons 

outside ‘the: school-room. . Whilst we generally agree with the principles the 
» Chancellor laid: down.for observance in imparting or receiving education, we 
-ean hardly accept the. implications or assumptions underlying his address. His 
“Excellency rightly advises. teachers and lecturers not to inculcate one-sided 
“views relating to current topics. But here again the suggestion is that Native 
‘teachers betray their. trust by taking advantage of the immature understanding 
«Of their young;pupils. This implication is, however, not supported by any 
‘known and :reliable-facts, though certain anonymous critics have latterly tried 
to discredit private institutions for reasons best known to themselves. The 
‘principle laid down. by the Chancellor in regard to controversial questions 
applies to missionary schools and colleges, where theological doctrines of a 
highly controversial character are daily preached as infallible truths to young 
students of alien faiths. "We should very much like to know what His Lordship 
‘has to say with reference to this application of his doctrine. .I¢ cannot on any 
rational grounds be restricted to the sphere of contemporary politics, but admits 

of legitimate extension to the entire domain of human belief or knowledge. 


60. Bombay University Convocations have now-a-days lost all the attrac- 
tions they once possessed, The reason is not far to 
seek, ‘The public expect the Chancellor’s or the Vice- 
Chancellor’s address to be something worth remember- 
‘ing as much for its deep thought as for its literary finish. In fact, the. 
critical ‘audience wishes: to hear ascholarly speech. Instead they are treated 
“either to rhetorical rigmarole or mediocre inanity. Sometimes it is a stilted 
sermon from the ‘mount, without the divine afflatus or inspiration. And 
sometimes it is’ purring platitude. Such has been the fate of almost all 
“Convocation addresses, The enlightened and cultured in vain seek for the 
“finished ‘specimens of the earlier days of the University when a Bartle Frere 
‘or a FitzGerald, a Wilson or a West, addressed the Senate. All that is 
“ehangéd. “We have humdrum Chancellors and Vice-Chancellors, and have 
“therefore humdrum = harangues which the sycophant press elevates to the 
_ dignity of “address.”” That the Convocation should be annually attended so 
_ “thinly as the one of Tuesday last is, therefore, not a. surprise. Those who love 
con 1¢40—8 
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scholarship and literary culture are*generally conspicuous by their absence, 
There was, however, one redeeming feature of the last Convocation which we must 
not omit to notice. We. believe the address read by the Chancellor was ‘“ the 
shortest on record,” and the public must feel grateful to him for having set this 
excellent example of brevity. Let us. hope the wise men who may in after- 

ears speak from the same chair may follow it, that is to say, if it is to be the 
misfortune of the Bombay University to fail to find a really scholarly Chantvellor 
or Vice-Chancellor. We are sorry to find the Chancellor catching the contagion 
and singing the cant of the hour, albeit in the mildest of mild tone and with the 
feeblest of feeble strength. Let us hope that when His Lordship lays down his 
exalted office and retires to his native country, he will devote more time to the 
cultivation of scholarship which shall make him unlearn all that he said at the 
Convocation Hall on Tuesday last, and that he carefully read, mark and in- 
wardly digest Mr. Cotton’s “ New India ” and the story of Gladstone’s life by 
Mr, Justice McCarthy. : 


61. It is indeed a thousand pities that we should be constrained to take 
exception to every public pronouncement emanatin 
are ey ieee tecmn thd iovene of Bombay. But though a Liberal 
r he has lately been giving expression to views in which all sensible people 
will decline to concur. Speaking the other day at the Convocation of the 
Bombay University he is reported to have regretted that in some instances he 
noticed indications to impart education which did not inculcate respect for 
order and authority. Our students, we venture to think, respect order and 


authority a good deal more than their brethren in auy other part of the world. 


Our streets, unlike those, say, of Oxford or Oambridge, are not disgraced by 
brawls between the “town and the gown.” Our undergraduates, like those of 
Trinity, do not “ make a night of it” when drunk and go about pummelling 
every innocent passer-by they come across. “Tom Brown's School-days” 
gives usan insight into English student life, and so does Charles Lever’s ‘* Charles 


O’Malley.” ‘We think it is manliness and self-reliance that our boys lack 


most, and it is these virtues the importance of which should be impressed on 
them, ‘Lord Sandhurst does not like that students should bother themselves 
with politics. We think they should not be allowed to throw themselves 
headlong into the vortex and whirlpool of party politics. But when you 
allow them to cram their young heads with the rights and wrongs of the French 
Revolution and other historical events of the past, you cannot expect them to shut 
their eyes to passing events and cease to have a mind of theirown. Students 
in European countries busy themselves with politics a good deal, and we do not 
see any reason why it should be a sealed letter to their brethren in India, 
The Oxford and Cambridge Unions are the stage where budding Chathams 
make their maiden speeches and their first debuts. Politics are talked there a 


good deal. 


62. The Indu Prakash makes adverse comments on the Convocation 

_, address of His Excellency Lord Sandhurst,and says that 

ree Aakash (16), Ith Aig Lordship carefully refrained from touching upon 

: ‘gome of the vital and important educational topics 

of the day and merely gave some commonplace advice to the graduates. The 

panes further alleges that there is a world-wide difference between His Excel- 
ency’s preaching and his actual policy. 


63. His Excellency Lord Sandhurst seems to all intents and purposes to 
| have made up his mind to make himself as un- 
Comments on the educa- popular as he can. It was, we venture to think, 

tional policy of His Excellency scarcely necessary for him to have filled the measure 

Lord Bendhuret. of his unpopularity by an attempt at putting the 
Phenia (8), 16th Feb. 1s Unpopularivy an m1 

education of the people under censorship. Even so 

sedate a paper as the Hindu of Madras denounces in the strongest possible 

language the step lately taken by His Excellency with regard to Section 12 


; of the Act of Incorpora ration of the Bombay University. We are not prepared 
‘to join in the‘cuckoo'cry raised by our contemporaries to the effect that Lord 


achers or pupils whereof dabble in politics. Such imputation 


institutions the 


Sandhurst is actuated by sinister motives—namely, to place under a ban all 


n> We ines hak 


of motives isnot in good taste, and our brothers should not try to enter into the 
secret workings.of Lord Sandhurst’s mind. _ But we sa; e same that His 
Lordship has not been well advised in taking a step liable to so much miscon- 
struction. It is time he turned over a new leaf and learnt to let well alone. 


- 


Municipalities. 


64, . Owing to the increased mortality caused by the plague in Bombay the 
Request to the Bombay song ce . the RET ality. gion pera 
esa sary to ask the Corporation to provide onal places 
in a ee gy Pn Bo for the disposal of the dead, and the Commissioner has 
burning ground for the been trying to provide such places as requested. The 
cremation of dead bodies. Port Trust find some difficulty in setting apart ground 
e bag . — (21), 20th near Mody Bay for the purpose indicated. In other 
., Ung. cols, : ; : 
outlying parts of the city there will probably be no 
such difficulty, but is there any reason why the pressure should not, wherever 
possible, be relieved by improved methods of cremation? Why may not the 
municipality put up one such machine at the Sonapur burning ground, leaving 
it to the people to make their own choice as to cremation by the use of the 
machine or the ordinary way? We beg to call the attention of the Municipal 
Commissioner and the Oceporation to this suggestion. 


| G. M. SA’THE, 
Reporter on the Native Press. 


Office of the Reporter on the Native Press, 
New Secretariat, Bombay, Ist March 1898. 
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eee , with a mark over it to indicate that it is short, thus—-d, 
| D. The figures giving the circulation or number of copies published {of each newspaper and periodical as 
furnished by the proprietor, are not guaranteed as accurate, and in some instances must be regarded with caution, 
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a Notes —A. The notices from the different Newspapers have been collected in che Report under different heads 

| which are printed in italics. | 
BS B, The names of Newspapers are printed in the margin of the Report in italics, and the number of the News- 
paper in the above list is printed in brackets after the name, . 


Co C. The system of spelling vernacular words followed by the Reporter is the same as 


| that adopted in the 
- Official Spelling List of the Bombay Presidene 


2 | y: One peculiar feature of this system is tnat wnen the long (a 

. or d) is the last letter of a word, the accent is left out, and the short a(% =u in gun) is, to prevent confusion, 
; ever placed at the end of a word, This rule has been strictly followed, except that when the short a appears to be 
of a word, asin Arunodaya or the well-known Mitra, it is printed 
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; oo Politics and the Pablic Administration 
1. The Jagadhitechchhu, in the course of a lengthy article entitled * Poor 
e : ae _~ India, ” condemns the Sedition Act as calculated to 
__ Present condition of India _ promote and foster sedition in the country instead of 


preril ad a “ale tan suppressing it, and says that when people find that 
Jagadhitecheh w (49), 26th 1b is dangerous to give public expression to their 


Feb. feelings about Government they will naturally form 

) secret societies to ventilate their views. The paper 
proceeds to discuss the frontier policy of the Government of India and observes 
that that policy has proved the bane of this country and has reduced it to 
extreme poverty, and that if the Government. makes no efforts to remove this 
poverty, a blot would rest upon the name of British rule in India. | 


2, The Government is utterly indifferent to the troubles of the people. Let 
| the people die of the plague by thousands or be reduced. 
Question of the cost of the to beggary in paying the taxes, the Government thinks 
Sacks fe Vie and the nothing of it. Hundreds of such instances can be 
iceroy and : ; ‘ | 
the Government of India to- given, if necessary. Complaints are frequently, but 
wards the people of India. § unavailingly, mae to Government about the inability 
Gurakhi (46), 26th Feb. of the people of this country to bear solely the 
charges of the frontier war. Lord George Hamilton 
admits that the Indians are poor, but the Viceroy wires to him that our condi- 
tion is fast improving and that India can well afford to bear the cost of the 
frontier operations. Bravo! Noble statesman! Has His Excellency Lord 
Elgin, while enjoying the cool climate of Simla, ever seen the miserable condition 
of the country with his own eyes? While the people are dying or are being » 
reduced to poverty, the Government of India thinks that they are becoming 
more prosperous. We thus feel compelled to observe that, like the marriage 
priest, so long as the Government officials get their pay (lit. fee), they think 
nothing of the condition of the people. 


3. How.can any one say that India needs no financial aid in bearing the -4 

burden of the cost of the frontier war? She is already — 
very poor, and moreover is harassed by plague and 
famine expenditure. To carry on frontier wars 
against the wishes of the people and at the sacrifice of their happiness and 
comfort is most improper. To do so will only promote discontent in the country 
and the authorities will ultimately be compelled to do what they seem unwilling 
to do to-day. In another place the paper expresses its dissatisfaction with the 
result of the discussion in Parliament on the frontier policy in India, and says that 
no-redress is to be obtained unless India gets the right of sending her own 
representatives to Parliament and the Government of India is put under due 
control, : 
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be om the cane, condemnation of the frontier 
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ave ndia in 
affairs. = - - gure and human life at a time of un 
Pag a (114), 27th Feb; misfortunes which befell its inhabitants. 
‘¢annot be looked for. But even in the midst of the praises showered on Lotd 
‘ Elgin, one can distinctly. discern an anxiety on the part:of Lord George Hamil- 
‘ton to throw the responsibility for the past. on the shoulders of the Liberal 


X 


> 


* Ministry arid drop 4 curtain over the recent events as conveniently as he could. . 


-To a cértain extent the Liberal -party is responsible for the ruinous muddle 
on the north-west simultaneously with the Conservatives. But the latter have 
blundered most hopelessly and with calamitous results to the financial condition 
of this voiceless country. We are glad to find an admission in the despatch that 
“it. was not fanaticism alone that set the whole frontier ablaze. The tribes grew 
more and more suspicious owing to the advancing military posts of our Govern- 
‘ment, and the enhanced price of salt was also a disturbing element in the situation. 
Whatever the causes, the recent warfare has proved fruitful of the bitterest and 
‘severest lessons for all the parties concerned, and let us sincerely hope that 
no more warlike expeditions will be undertaken in future in the supposed 
“interests of the poor Indian tax-payer. Lord George Hamilton has deduced from 
‘a review of the whole situation certain principles for regulating the transfrontier 
policy of the military hierarchy at Simla, which, thotigh necessarily broad 
‘and elastic in their scope, must commend themselves to all lovers of peace and 
‘Internal reform. © Ca | 


6. There appears to have been a regular competition between Lord George 
Hamilton and His Excellency Lord Elgin in com- 
- Remarks in connection with ymitting the most miserable blunders. Both have 


the appointment of a suc- done their best, and it willbe hard for the historian of 
cessor to His Excellency Lord .. : 


‘Indu Prakésh (15), 28th has suffered—suffered miserably, as she never suffered 
‘Feb., Eng. cols.. before ; ‘and surely we have a right to ask for ‘‘ com- 
: pensation ”’ at the hands of our British masters. ‘The 
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flicted with famine in-1896-97 ? What‘is the 
gratitude? The answer to this question ‘is 
and abiding sympathy for the people, steeped ndescr 
affliction—men, women and children —which was the distinguishing ) 
Sir Anthony’s management of the famine. This was the key to all the success 
he has been able to achieve. This is exactly what, we are sorry-to say, we can- 
not predicate of the other provincial rulers. It is notorious that the Central 
Provinces were too far behind in their management of famine, and that conse- 
quently the mortality in some of the districts was too heavy, as the different 
Parliamentary blue-books on famine clearly demonstrate. In Bombay, too, it 
must be said in the interests of truth that there was a delay in realising the inten- 
sity of famine in the Khandesh District, and so, too, in Shol4par, whence weré 
heard many complaints even as late as February of last year, that is to say, 
nearly four months after the crops were known to have failed. Apart from 
these well-known facts it must be sorrowfully admitted that there was nowhere 
to be discerned that kind of sympathy which was kindled in the heart of Sir 
Anthony MacDonnel. Of coursé,in justice to Lord Sandhurst, we may say 
that he travelled twice over all the famine tracts; but somehow or other it 
did not appear that the officials were inspired by the same sympathy which he 
displayed personally. It is not only that the ruler of a presidency or provincé 
should be personally sympathetic; what is wanted is that he should be able ¢o 
infuse his own benevolent tendencies in every official unit, high and low, engaged 
in the arduous duty of relieving the famine-stricken. The cnly Government which 
was able to permeate, so to say, this sympathy through all ranks of workers on 


™- 


famine was that of the N.-W. Provinces: Itis much tobe wished that each presi- 
dency and province had men of his stamp and character. Unfortunately such spe- 
cimens are growing rare. We should not be sar prised if they soon become extinct. 
The newer race of our rulers, from the Viceroy downwards, are the veriest medio- 
crities, with little knowledge -and much less force of character. Most of them 
are sadly wanting in sympathy with the people, whose wants and wishes, feelings 
and sentiments, only reach their ears through the conventional channels of 4. 
hidebound bureaucracy which professes an omnipotence and an omniscience 
which, being human, they do not possess. ne 
8. The series of interpellations put by non-official members of the 
Bombay Legislative Council at its last meeting and 

Interpellations at the lest the replies vouchsafed by. the President and his col- 
noe. a veo Bombay jeagues bring conviction home to many that the 
Sacer Mitre 5), 27th Tight of interpellation so beneficently granted to 
Feb, Eng. cols. the pecple by Government under the authority of 
Parliament has, after the experience of the past few 
years, been found to be less efficient and practical in its effects and requires 
further amplification: If instead of exercising a wholesome check on’ the 
actions of the executive, which the right of interpellation was expected to do, 
it is looked upon as irritating and obnoxious to the officialdom, we wish rather 
the right were not exercised at all and shelved off as an obsolete measure than 
exercised in the manner it has been now. In their very natare interpellations 
cannot be rose-water and kisses, and it is much to be wished that the authorities _ 
looked upon the measure as facilitating instead of retarding their. work. 
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Lord George Hantilton and ‘Lords Bin and ‘Sandhurst have now a glorious 
opportunity of redeeming the past. Law has avenged the murder’ of Messrs. « 
andand Ayerst and tavtier vengeance or vindictiveness is unnecessary. Let 
‘the past be forgotten like a hideous dream, and justice done to those who have 
fallen innocent victims to irrational panic and unreasonable distrust; and 
when this is done, the loyal millions of India will forget and forgive the past. 


10. The public expectations ab out Mr. Tilak coming back alive to 
-usare goaded on, if anything, by the reliable report 
ae. appeal for releasing that since his inoculation and his subsequent removal 
Mahiatta (7), 27th Feb, to the Yerrowda Jail he has lost a good deal in flesh, 
The change has not, so far at least, done him any good. 
s 3 It has, in fact, to be mentioned with the deepest regret that ‘he has been reduced 
| ___ to almost the minimum weight considered necessary for the life of a well deve- 
. loped man in middleage. We cannot bear the thought as to what his condition 
may beif he were not soon restored to better food and society. We feel comfort, 
therefore, in the fact that people, more free-voiced than ourselves, have begun to 
plead the cause of humanity and to entreat Government to give Mr. Tilak back 
. tothem, The.Times of India is disposed to make it a condition for Mr, Tilak’s 
release that his friends cease to remember that he has been the victim of harsh and. 
. unjust proceedings. Any sacrifice cannot be too great for his release, and their 
painful memories -his friends would be buf too ready to lose as the easiest of 
sacrifices, only if the Zimes would teach them how to doit. Forgetfulness is, 
the Times itself may be knowing well enough, not quite easy to command, But 
why stake things on an impossibility? The public has said expressly that the 
release of Mr. Tilak would be taken by them in all gratefulness. Oould there 
be anything more precious? ‘There is a certain chastening effect hidden in all 
favours offered-and accepted in good grace; and nothing so defeats its own pur- 
as humiliation openly sought to be forced on susceptible minds by the sheer 
orce of power and in the hour of sore need. But why discuss all these- things 
when there is no reasonable prospect of Mr. Tilak’s release in the immediate 
future? ‘Indeed, rumours are being heard that Government is going to show - 
clemency to him, now that it is perfectly established that his writings had 
nothing whatever to do with the Ganeshkhind murders. But the hearts really 
yearning for his release dare not put faith in them for fear of cruel and re- 
actionary disappointment, 


e, 11. We cheerfully. endorse the appeal made to Government by some of 
| : our contemporaries for the release of Mr. Tilak, who, 
Pag ea to Government tot. in our opinion, has already suffered enough by spend- 
release of the editors sent — 

to jail for having published 10g nearly six months in jail. If Government will / 

seditious matter. now release him, they will not only be manifesting 
Dnydn Prakash (42), 3rd their generosity, but earn the blessings of the people. 
a | Kalpatars ti a _ = Our contemporaries have seen fit to appeal for mercy 
Mar. Pe ), “n@ only on behalf of Mr. Tilak, but we would like to see 
the editors of the Pratod and the Moda Vritta also set 
at liberty Sie with Mr. Tilak. All the three were sent to jail for having 
ublished seditious matter and deserve mercy equally. We, therefore, request 
 Reveenment to restore them all to liberty. [The Kalpataru of the 27th ultimo 
makes a similar request with regard to Tilak and the editor of the Pratod. The 
_Védrtdnidhi of the 2nd instant writes that it is rumoured in Bombay that the 
local Government have received a conditional order from the home authorities 
to set Tilak at liberty, but that the local Government has imposed very 
hard conditions on Tilak to regain his liberty. The paper disapproves of the 
‘alleged hard conditions, and sedi the Government to abandon its conditions 

- and release Tilak without delay. | 
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to the murders of the 
Jubilee night. They may well begin with the formal disbandment of the 
punitive police imposed on Poona, especially as the ways and means of levy- 
ing the contribution from the city are yet to be devised, and no one can say 
when Poona will be free from plague and quiet and prosperous enough again 
to bear a heavy tax to repay to the Presidential treasury the cost of the police : 
it is at present paying on behalf of Poona. A plague-stricken city ought not. 
to be long the object of the wrath of a powerful and enlightened Govern- 

ment ; and a city’s claims for indulgence are surely greater than those of indivi- 

duals, even though they necessitate a little of climbing down. 


13. So the Bombay Government are beating a precipitate ga in con- 
a nection with the Poona punitive police. But why 
Bibs, Beg ola (15), 28th do it on the sly—in a sighing, slinking saat} 
: Why not acknowledge that the great Gunpowder 
Plot which Lord Sandhurst imagined to be in existence in Poona, with a 
Spanish pardonez monsier, we mean a Brahmin Guy Fox, at the head, was all 
an illusion like poor Macheth’s dagger? The best thing for His Excellency 
now would be to disband the punitive police and have done with it, instead of 
marching them off in “the dead of night” out of famous Poona town for 
plague duty elsewhere. ; 
14. The final reply of the Government of India to the Bombay Govern- 
Pea are Beier ment on the subject of Government contribution to 
resolution of the Govern. *He expenditure incurred by municipalities within the 
ment of Indin on plague limits of this presidency will be received everywhere 
expenditure in the Bombay with feelings of intense regret and disappointment. - 
Presidency. __ Those who have closely observed the financial condition 
BB, me: . eg (3), 28th 6 the local bodies in the Bombay Presidency know it 
sat Toys best that they are quite unable to meet the charges 
unless Government help them by relieving them of at least some portion of 
the cost. 


15. The Government of Bombay has recently published two reports, in 
ee which is given the history of the campaign organised 
Comments on the plague by it against the plague. This campaign was in many 


¥ 


Peas cag by the Bombay respects as important as the military campaign on the sae 
vernment. ° : ; ae 
Diydn Prakésh (42), 3rd frontier. Both of them involved a drain on the rayat’s 


Mar. ‘money and loss of human lives, and in. neither did suc- 
Hes | | cess attend the efforts of Government as one would have 
wished. In the accounts 
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we have an incompetent Plague Cox ee W ) 
citizen, and on the other a timid populace utterly and entirely at the mercy 

a pestilence that seems to grow on what it feeds. The public grumbled at 
Dr; Weir’s administration ; he at least did show us something for our money, 
and we have lived to regret that he was forced from his position, After many 
months we are worse off than ever we were. This Plague Committee does 


nothing but spend money on stores—an item, we hope, our Municipal Fathers 


¢ Committee ‘whose policy is detested by every 


‘will examine,—and build a few huts in the suburbs six months after they are 


required. The public, too, are complaining of the presence of the soldiers, and, 
unless Lord Sandhurst is careful, we shall have a second edition of Poona. 
Individual complaints of gulum on the part of subordinates are freely being 
mentioned. Our advice to those people who complain of zulum is to go straight 
to Lord Sandhurst, who, we feel sure, if he personally knows of oppression, 
will put a stop to it and punish the offenders. Just to turn from Bombay, 
for a moment, to another place—Surat. We have received a long letter 
protesting against the-acts of the Plague authorities there; our correspondent 


may be correct in what he states, but our remarks in reference to Bombay 


gulum apply to our Surat friend. Let him go to Lord Sandhurst. The 


editor of this paper is not a fool, and he will not risk his liberty for those 
who, the moment there is any danger, will run away and leave him in the lurch. 
Give us facts and brave men, and we are not afraid of speaking out; but we 
want facts, and, above all, we want people to stick to them. . We then shall do 
our part. : : 
17, We note that two reasonable petitions have been presented to the 

Plague Committee by the residents of two parts of the 
Bhuleshwar Ward, protesting against the employment 
| of soldiers for house-to-house visitation and search, and 
suggesting some modification of the alarming system at present adopted. The 
signatories to one of the petitions give a list of gentlemen willing to personally 
co-operate with search parties, and urge that arrangements be made to let no 
scarch party set to work unless one or more ‘of these volunteers accompany it, 
providing, of course, that these volunteers shall have the real direction and control 
over, or that at least their word shall be respected by, the soldiers or others com- 
posing the party. ‘The second of the petitions we have referred to considers the 
employment of soldiers as a punishment, which the signatories with eloquent 
plaintiveness point out they have done nothing to. merit. The moral of the 
two petitions is plain. It shows, firstly, that the agency of European soldiers is 
very unpalatable to the people, and, secondly, that in order to get rid of it there 
are gentlemen willing to co-operate in plague work. We are, of course, aware 
of His Excellency the Governor’s appeal from the Council Hall for people 
to come forward and send their names to the Plague Committee. Itisa pity 
that there should not be spirit enough to respond readily to the summons. 
But, taking the people as they are, something more may weil be done 
alter the pattern of what His Excellency himself and General Gatacre did 
last year, in order to enlist the active sympathy and co-operation of men of 
position of each community to assist effectively in plague work. But in this as 
in other matters, it seems to be the prevailing fashion for Government to intend 


and recommend one way, and for the subordinate authorities to manage to do it 
the other. : 


18. ‘Going over the Hindu Plague Hospital,”’ writes a correspondent, “I 
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a. few other cases in the: hospital of patients sent there as being ill with the 
plague, but turning out to be no plague cases at all, It would be interesting to 
enquire what percentage of the cases compulsorily segregated as of plague by 
our detecting authorities prove to be real plague cases, and what not. I wonder 
if the recent order of the Plague Committee, forbidding the publication of. 
any statistics of plague hospitals, private or public, without their sanction, is 
meant to give protection to such things, It would, indeed, seem that these 
hunters after concealed plague cases are, on account of their over-confidence 
and over-zeal, responsible to a certain extent at least for the, belief amongst the 
populace at large that, under the present system of compulsory segregation, all 
ailing persons, whether attacked by plague or not, are without distinction 
compulsorily removed to hospitals and thus subjected to conditions not con- 
ducive to speedy recovery.’ — ee 


19. The Gurawkhi says that the inspection of houses by- soldiers, besides 

ee being unnecessarily costly, has spread panic among 
_ Gurakhs (46), 28th Feb. ‘the inhabitants, 0 Bombay, and observes that the 
sooner the work of inspection is transferred to the Justices of the Peace, as under 
the regime of General Gatacre, the better. 


20. If the plague is a contagious disease, we do not understand why suspi- 
‘Gurdkhi (46), 3rd Mar cious cases of illness are taken to plague hospitals. 
ge atd “+ We do not think that the construction of a separate 
hospital for the suspe:ts would add considerably to the already lavish expen- 
diture on account of the plague ; but Government, who seem to defy public opinion 
as it were, do not choose to pay attention to this matter. Their attitude proves 
that their efforts are not sincerely directed towards the eradication of the 
plague; they are, on the contrary, helping on the spread of the disease. [In 
another part, the-paper says that the employés of the Bombay Plague Conimittee 
commit thefts of articles found in infected houses and seem to be anxious 
that the plague should continue rather than subside in the city, as its continu- 
ance affords them a very good opportunity of lining their pockets in the way 
referred to above. The paper suggests that the offenders, when found, should 
be severely dealt with by the Plague Committee. | ic 


21. Pan supari parties are being given at Poona in honour of Colonel 
4+, Oreagh and Surgeon-Major Reade by the inhabitants 
iy ll rt c ~. ‘ ° 
ai cine Pees os Col. of different peths (parts of the city). These parties 
Creagh and Surgeon-Major are an index to the popularity of these two officers. 
Reade. wis band The inhabitants of -Bhawani Peth entertained the 
M ci nydn Prakash (42), 3rd two officers at such a party on Monday evening, while 
fa | those of Vetal Peth intend honouring them similarly 
| this evening. Bae ee ae et 
22, The Broach Mitra praises the plague administration of Rio Bahadur 
ene StS Chunilal Venilal at Broach, refers to a certain 
Pilea le Ae: nebo rrcrgds article in the Broach Samdchdr (summarised in 
of Ra lal V lL at | 
Scat ee rainy rps paragraph 30, page 15, of the Report No. 8 for 
to take notice of the editor of the the week ending 19th February 1898) as a 
~— Fam co for a certain article mean and malicious attack on Rdo Bahdédur 
in this connection. 3 Chunilal Venilal, and urges the Collector to 
Breet ere Lee) Sok Ma: take steps against the editor of that paper for 


having published the article. 


23. A correspondent writes to the Champion :—I left for Surat on the 15th 
: : instant with certificates of the same date from the Bom- 


3 Champion ( auth Feb. * bay Plague Committee certifying (1) that I had been 
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certificates. Towas pase off to the quarantine camp in police custody. 
The next thing that’ was offered to me was an option of ‘odie Rs. 100, to 
be forfeited if 1 absconded, and of - subjecting myself to a bath, or else to be 
confined in that camp for ten days. I paid‘the Rs. 100 and bathed, and was 
free again. ‘This option, too, is now abolished, and if I go — they will 
eonfine me there for ten days. 


24. It is certain that many die from the terror of ‘sakes aad of the mal- 
eae ries ead treatment by some ill-natured and hard-hearted plague 
: Feb., Eng. soy wen officers. To separate a fever patient forcibly from 
“+ eataet : the fostering care of his friends and the medical 
S attendance of his family doctor and send him to a plague hospital as if he were 
= a doubtful case is more than sufficient to deprive the patient of his control over 
nerves and kill him outright. Itis the high pitch of nervous excitement and 
debility that victimises many a patient. Real plague cases sent to different hospi- 
tals.are very few. The heads of the Plague Committee, wherever they are, should 
think twice before they segregate doubtful fever cases from healthy persons, as 
pee. they have to deal withirational beings and not with dumb creatures. We wonder 
ao er eon important point ahouln — the notice of medical experts like 
a r. Faweett. 


25. The Kalpataru writes that thefts have at present become a_ very 

frequent occurrence at Sholdépur on account of the 

Plague operations at Sholé- inhabitants being removed from the town (on account 

pur and the alleged frequency of the plague) and not being permitted to visit their 
of thefts in the town. - h f h 

Kalpataru (51), 27th Feb, houses without a pass from the authorities: The 

paper says that among the thieves, who have thus a 

good time of it, are found men engaged in house-washing -_ other (plague) 


operations. 


26. The Hubli Patra writes that’ as the plague shows no signs of ree 

| sabes prio in Hubli, the schools should be opened as 

aoe measures at Hubli usual and that the schocl-masters should be relieved 
( mae tra (172), 28th of plague duty. The paper suggests that if no one 
Feb. can conveniently take up their work, the school- 
: masters may be asked to do itin addition to their proper 


duties. 


27. We are extremely sorry to hear that the Khojas under detention at 
Keamari are being put to needless trouble and in- 

: Alleged trouble and in- gonvenience, The food available in the camp is none 
a. —— a7 ~ of the choicest, nor likely to tickle the palate of 
coe rh gree at Keamar; one accustomed to good eating. And yet the author- 
(KarAchi). ities would prohibit the purchase’ of food outside by 
Pheniz (8), 26th Feb. the friends of the persons under detention. This is 


really unreasonable. 


28. Enquiry into the Sinnar plague riots has commenced. Rao Séheb 
- Hlardikar, Mdmlatdér in the Nasik District, has been 
Remarks on the Sinnar appointed on special duty to conduct the enquiry. 
riots. 
Mahrétta (7), 27th Web. The police have been already busy, and some respect- 
able gentlemen, Brahmins and Marwadis, are placed 
before the Magistrate to give securities for keeping the peace. We do not in 
any way wish to anticipate the result of any of the proceedings; but we raise 
our voice to request the authorities to be discriminating and not.to be blinded 
by the excitement which the regrettable riots may have caused. rom informa- 
tion received we are in a position to state that the riots at Sinnar were not the 
~~ restilt of any factious quarrels, as is represented by some of the Anglo-Indian 
papers and also reported to the Pa re in ao nem The facts about the 
Tiots, briefly ra are as follows. . on 


yr was sent cite ai a ho Ww as 8 at irst 
ervance of ‘oearal | safeg 


excited at the doctor’s eatry into-temples, and was almost bent on mischief, . 


The doctor, Mr. Gwyther’s predecessor, wisely took the hint, however, and. 


he relaxed the measures so as to be agreeable to the people. For some 
time the plague was successfully kept down. But it broke out again and. 
now Dr. Gwyther came upon the scene. He reversed the old policy of sym- 
pathetic mildness and roused the wrath of the people once more. The late 
Mr. Raje, Pleader and Chairman of the municipality, got associated with 
Dr. Gwyther, and the two together began a rather too stringent sanitary policy 
of making openings in .and demolishing dwellings and making wholesale 
 segregations without principle. Private entreaties were of no avail and the 
rough people had their spirits too dangerously inflamed. The riots were terrible 
and the real perpetrators deserve extreme punishment. But we cannot bear 
to see it circulated that the riots were due to factious quarrels: They were 
solely due to the oft-repeated mistake of an unsympathetic plague adminis- 
tration, ees : 


29. The memory of injustice done to the Native public in the Piper 
case is yet quite green. Two cases of brutal un- 
Alleged injustice done in provoked assaults by British soldiers on poor Natives 
cases in which the accused have since occurred. These serve only to keep up 
are European soldiers and a th -nful os | . coe a 
request to Government in the the painful continuity of the. series of provoking in- 
matter. : eidents in which the uncontrolled animalism of the 
Mahraita (7), 27th Feb. — soldiers has done serious mischief to innocent Native 
nee life. One Private Macquillan of the Irish Rifles 
now stationed in Poona attempted the other day to cut the throat of a Native 
dholte bearer in the Ghorpuri hospital. Intoxication was of course alleged 
as a defence and the accused was given only a three months’ imprisonment for 
having attempted to commit murder. It may be pointed out that even in a 
drunken state a Native is never so brutal as an average soldier in the same 
state: violence on the part of the latter has become so very habitual. But 
that is exactly the reason why it must be checked with greater rigour. Such 
light sentences as the one passed upon Macquillan will never tend to check it 
_at all, Another case which yet awaits judicial decision is that ofa soldier 
in Bombay having brutally kicked a confectioner, whose only fault was that 
he presumed to ask for money for sweets which the soldier had bought. 
We are convinced that it is absolutely useless to leave this class of offences by 
soldiers to be dealt with by the usual provisions of the Penal Code. Itis high 
time that special legislation, with. more effective safeguards against their 
acquittals -and a scale of penalties which would prove more preventive in 
'. its operation than now, were undertaken by Government. But, judging by 
the tendency of Government, we feel despair in the matter. Let the soldier 
be made to realise that misconduct towards the Natives is at least as unpardon- 
able and criminal as disobedience to his authorities ; so that if humanity fails, 
instinct of obedience and fear at least of the punishments of the Military 
Department may be made to serve our purpose. — | | 


30. We notice that the Commissioner in Sind has appointed two more 

of ae gentlemen as special Honorary Magistrates in the 
Appointment and. selec- mofussil. One of these gentlemen belongs to the Hala 
Se Magistrates 4luka; his name is Divan Khanchand, The other 
tt (205 Feb, belongs to the Naushahro Taluka; his name is Syad 
ee ae Andal Shah. There is no manner of doubt that Mr. 


James’ intention in increasing special Honorary Magistrates in the mofussil is 


praiseworthy. He wishes to make justice both easy and cheap by sparing the 
mofussilites the trouble and expense that they have generally to undergo in 


) con 1883—5. | 


ceptibilities of the people. In fact, on one of. the early. dows of the : Ue, 
operations, a crowd, it is said, had gathered together, the people being. i 3 


mind when he makes appointments of special Honorary: Magistrates. His 
selections in the mofussi! have been unhappy, to say the least, with a few excep- 
tions. Those selections are made from among Zamindars, who do not know the 

very ABC of law. We think it is a lesser evil to run about Mukhtiarkar- 

Magistrates and Head Munshi-Magistrates and undergo trouble and expense 

than to be left to the tender mercies of ignorant Magistrates who do not know 
a what the Penal Code is and what the Criminal Procedure Code contains. Be- 
a sides, is it advisable to make Zamindars Magistrates near their Zamindaris, where 
os the bulk of the population consists of their haris (cultivators), especially when 
the peculiar relations that exist between the Zamindars and their haris are 
considered ? : | : 


81. On Saturday last, a band of robbers, to the number of about 150 
: | appeared in the east of the town in a lane not very 
Pees Me, 174), he | Fep, iat from the police chowks. Their entrance in the lane 
Yer coli. ” was accompanied by the chaining of the outer doors of 
| all houses in the lane. They were armed with /a/his, 
axes and murum stones of which the Public Works Department keeps a regular 
ue supply. Half the number posted themselves on both sides of the lane as 
— sentinels and the remainder began their nefarious work in the house of a pensioned 
= Subordinate Judge. That day being a day of festivity all people in the lane 
3 _ were wide awake, and a hue and cry was raised to invite the help of 
el the people and also of the police. The Police Jamadar, with some sepoys, 
ie was onthe spot with no better weapons than rapiers. . ‘The dacoits chal- 
lenged them to fight, but the police could not venture to risk their lives. 
The Jamaédar, thus discomfited, went in search of a gun, but, the ‘town 
being generally disarmed, was not able to find any. Again he appeared on the 
scene with some of the townspeople, who were ready and willing to assist him 
in apprehending the robbers. Im the meantime Mr, Bellary, a neighbour 
and a local pleader, had sufficient presence of mind to fire his gun through 
the window of his house. At this the robbers took fright, secured what 
they could lay hands on, set fire to some of the clothes and made for the 
open plain that lies to the east of the lane. The wonder is that even an officer 
of the rank of Head Constable is not trusted with agun, Fortunately for 
the town the present police authorities are those who were conspicuous in 
relieving Belgaum from the ravages of Berads, who were for some time the 
terror of that district. We trust the Faujddr, the Inspector and the Superin- 
tendent of Police will spare no pains in detecting the robbers and bringing 
them to book. ) | . soe : 


_ 82. The Dhdrwar Vriti also gives a detailed account of the burglary and 
Dhatrwatr Vritt (40), 24th writes :—Thefts, dacoities and murders have become 
Feb. ; Kesari (54), lst Mar. 4 ©OMMon occurrences in our district, and it appears asif 
all the scoundrels in the country have found harbour 
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sible police officers who receive big salaries wére to exert themselves personally 


scot-free, | 


and take such big affairs in their own hands, very few offenders- would go. 


Legislation. 


34, As it happens, the new law of sedition is now passed into law on the 


 Cesiesialii aie Wis cane aie lines laid down in these columns. The Indian jour- 
of sedition and the debate lists have to thank the Congress and its mutinous 
inthe Supreme Legislative Organs for a law which is calculated to curtail their 
Council while passing the tian of speech and writing. The immoderate 
measure. emands of the Congress and the seditious speeches 
F x tha ou (Heh ea writings on the part of some of its ladder, ive 
) compelled the Government, however reluctantly, to 
place a halter round the neck of the entire journalism of the country. It 
is argued, and argued with a certain amount of reason, that the sins of 
the Congresswallas ought not to have beon visited on the heads of those 
who do not profess to belong to that body. But the difficulty lies, in a 
matter of this kind, in drawing a fine line of distinction, and Government could 
not very well separate the one class from the other. It may, however, be 
taken for granted that the new law is intended more for habitual offenders than 
for those who might once in a way, in the heat of discussion, slightly transgress 
_ the limits laid down in the new provisions of the Code. | 


35. The Bill has been passed and no earthly purpose is to be served by 
Pee 15), 270 finding fault with it now. It is, no doubt, regrettable 
ea eh “that Government could not see their way to accept 
some of the more reasonable amendments that emanated 

from the Indian members of the Council. They are supposed to represent 
Indian public opinion in that august.chamber, and, speaking as they did for 
the entire country, surely their opinions on the subject were entitled to great 
weight and consideration. ‘To mourn a mischief that is past and gone, is the 
best way to bring new mischiefs on.’’ We must be thankful for such small 
mercies as have been vouchsafed. The Bill as it first stood was objectionable 
to the last degree. Ifthe draft had not been considerably modified by the 
Select Committee in the direction of a more generous interpretation of the 
measure, the axe would have been most effectually laid at the root of the liberty 
of the press in this country and most journalists would have found their 
occupation gone. Not that the new Act thoroughly sets at rest the doubt and 
uncertainty with which the definition of ‘sedition ’ is hedged round, but it lays 
down certain clear and well-defined principles which, whenever a journalist is 
about to overstep the bounds of legitimate cricitism, would Canute-like call 
upon: him with the injunction “Thus far shalt thou go, and no further.” 
In justice to the Government it, must he conceded that there is a good deal of 
venomous’ and scurrilous writing in the press which should be put down with a 
firm hand. Steps ought undoubtedly to be taken to bring these penny-a-liners 
to book, when in the excess of their zeal for violent writing they go the length 
of setting at defiance the law of the land and the Government as constituted 
by that law... But it was scarcely ‘necessary to bring a whole artillery into play 
_in order to crush these petty creatures of a day. The old'law was sufficient to 
deal with them and their likes. But now that it has been so materially 
changed, it is to be hoped that Government will exercise a wise discretion in 
distinguishing the innocent from the guilty. Even papers whose loyalty is 


above suspicion may sometimes be unwittingly betrayed into language’ that 


may be deemed objectionable under the new law. 


86. In spite of universal condemnation the Government of India have 

RRO apes persisted, and the Sedition Bill has become the law of 
Champion (2), 27th Feb, — the land. We have to await the next act and to see 
“what the Government will do, now that they have power to close the mouth of 
every cutspoken critic in India, Of one thing. we are certain—the day will 
_ come when every actor in this ghastly farce will-be ashamed of the part he took 
‘in it. At present there is no use disguismg the fact that th» men who’ are 


> responsible for the administration of Indian affairs are in an utter state of funk, 
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and their fright has led them into one of the most ridiculous positions it is pos- 
sible to imagine, But it is no.use repining; we have to take men and things as. 
we find them. Our advice to Indian journalists is to go.on performing their 
duty as was their custom before this Bill became law, and to await events. 

If argument could not stop the regrettable folly of the Viceroy and his advisers— 

and it evidently could not—perhaps the ridicule which is bound to follow the 

first prosecution may. | iigee ne 


87. The Daily News, on a recent occasion, made tfun of Mr. Chalmers’ 
eS has de platitudes, and, should the editor of that journal 
 Champron (2), 27th Feb. — yequire further merriment, we can safely recommend 
to him the last speech of our Legal Member. If Mr. Chalmers talks nonsense 
in England he endangers no one’s liberty, but in India, unfortunately, his non- 
sense has statutory force. Or, to adopt his own .metaphor, if Mr. Chalmers, 
frightened out of his wits, imagines the maidan to be a powder, magazine and 
orders a policeman to arrest. some individual enjoying thereon his evening 
cheroot, what would ordinary folk think of Mr. Chalmers’ conduct? They 
wouldsay, and quite properly, hewas a man possessed with an idea, his idea 
~ being that the most innocent of places and men were dangerous, and under this 
circumstance Mr. Chalmers’ friends would take care that he might not be. 
allowed to stroll about alone for fear he got himself into trouble. Some of the 
remarks of Mr. Chalmers, and also of His Excellency the Viceroy, were 
generous and have done a little to allay public fear. But these generous . 
remarks are not in the Act, and it is the Act under which we live. Sir A. 
Mackenzie was so overcome when discussing the subject, that he quoted poetry, 
and Macaulay’s poetry too! What has that great Indian statesman done that 
this should happen to him? Macaulay,-the man who strove for an enlightened 
India, has been quoted in the Viceregal Council in justification of a measure’ 
which will emasculate the writings of every educated Indian in this country. 
But let us leave Macaulay and stick to Sir A. Mackenzie, We are sorry, but we. 
cannot help the bathos, judging from the tenor of the remarks of the Lieute- 
nant-Governor, there is a bad time in store for the Bengal journalist. Accord- 
ing to His Honour, India zs in a dangerous state, and he, so far as he can, is 
going to save the country from the ruin which threatens it-—a ruin, mark you, 
to be brought about by newspaper articles. Some of us have greater faith than 
the Lieutenant-Governor in the British raj, but, however that may be, this is his 
notion of the present state of things. Lord Elgin wound up the debate, and we 
are bound to say that the remarks of His Excellency were couched in more peace- 
ful phrases than those we have just quoted, which were about the most rabidly 
partisan utterances we have ever heard from a man in a responsible position. But- 
alas! Lord Elgin also indulged in platitudes about the British »a being main- 
tained at all costs—a thing no one ever doubted—although some have said the cost 
was rather great. Lord Elgin may not mean it, but he has by passing this Bill 
sacrificed his Liberalism, destroyed his reputation, and he will leave India with 
this record—the Viceroy who attemvted to smother the press, and, as if this were. 
not enough, the Viceroy who was responsible for the. most disastrous-war of 
modern times,—the Viceroy who allowed a military clique to waste Indian - 
lives and resources in the ravines and hills of Afghanistan. We are sorry for 
His Lordship; for we are certain, as westated in the beginning, that he 
will live to be ashamed of this unfortunate measure. It now only remains 
for us to add, in order to complete this doleful picture, that every Indian 
Councillor voted against the Bill and every man of spirit worked against it in 
the most strenuous manner, possible to him in this country of restricted political 
power. ) ) | : A 


-, 88. Members of the Supreme Legislative Council, who want the press to 

ar aay ne aim at moderation, accuracy and veracity, ought 
Bin eile: (114), 27th Feb, certainly to be the first to set a good e sin tt 
/Sinnar_ or Bombay riots? Were 
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mailing and defamatory propensities of a section of the Indian press? At le 
_ on this side of India no one has heard of such & monstrous thing, and it would’ 
have been better if some evidence had been placed before the public on this point. 
The attitude of the official spokesmen in the Supreme Legislative Council will 
no doubt be emulated by officials everywhere. It is from this standpoint that 
we most deplore Sir Alexander Mackenzie’s unwise and irritating ‘utterances. 
We wish he had never spoken. As for the Indian press, all that we can say is 
that it will live by sufferance in future. If the new law is to be stringently 
enforced, really effective and honest criticism will be nowhere. No one will have 
the courage to ventilate well-founded complaints for fear of Section 505, which — 
| embodies the ‘wisdom of all the legislators in the world. But it is no use 
; complaining now, and so we felicitate our Native contemporaries and ourselves 
and our countrymen on this new legislation.. The prison gates are wide open.’ 


_ Any untoward incident can easily be connected with outspoken and courageous. 
criticism. ao 
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39. The 18th instant is bound to be a memorable day in the history of 
hhadekias ET. Ses er India, for on that day was passed into law a memor- 
ahratia (7), 27th Feb, = aI Bill after a memorable debate. It is Herbert 
Spencer, we think, who has observed somewhere that there isa wave of all 
things. In accordance with that rule, the wave of mutual distrust between the 
rulers and the ruled rose during the last year, and after a career of fearful | 
velocity resolved itself into the Sedition Act of the 18th instant. To us the 
Act is significant in this one way more than any other, viz., that it indelibly 
marks in the history of British rule over India a remarkable stage in its failure, 
which, to speak the truth, is creditable to neither party. The utter want of 
reasonable justification for the measure, the singular unanimity of all the 
exponents of public feeling, both European and Native, the indecorous haste 
in passing the measure through the Legislative Council, and, more than 
all, the decided tone of open recrimination adopted by the official members 
charging the Indian people with disloyalty, are points all on the side of the 
Act of 1898. -There is one simple aspect of the present Act which is more dis- 
heartening than the worst feature of the Act of 1878. ‘The Vernacular Press 
Act was more or less intended to justify the executive measure of inflicting 
disabilities on a particular section of the public press, and therefore there was 
some hope, soon realised, of the measure being repealed. ‘The present Act has- ° 
proceeded upon an apparent uniformity, which, though more unjust in effect, prac- 
tically disarms opposition on the ground of partiality. It has given certain words 
only a wider meaning and made all the sections of the press equally amenable 
to the authority of magistrates, There is, therefore, less hope of its repeal. 
The present Act only proves one thing, viz., that there is a radical difference 
of opinion between the rulers and the ruled on a certain point. ‘he rulers are 
convinced that the subjects are disloyal, and the subjects are convinced that they 
are not, but are being only misunderstood by the rulers, It isa pity that the Legal 
Member did‘not, from the very beginning, take up his stand on the only tenable 
ground of a moral conviction of the rulers that the subjects were disloyal and 
that a gagging measure was the only remedy. The real arguments in favour of 
the Bill were contained in the remarkably frank utterances of Sir Alexander 
Mackenzie. That was really the speech of the day, and in it was expounded the 
real theory on which the Bill was based. He alone expresses the real opinion of 
Government that the Indian people are one and all-disloyal and desirous of 
subverting the Government, and are every day, by every word, ‘poisoning the 
minds of the ignorant masses. Once this position is accepted, who will deny that 
the Penal Code‘deserves to be made a moral text-book or even if it is claimed 
that the tongues of the Indian people should all be cutoff? The misunderstand- 
“ing as to the existence of sedition in the hearts of the people is the one fact at the 
root of all ‘this mischief. Unless that is removed, all efforts at bettering 
the situation are bound to fail. But how is this misunderstanding of the Gov- 
ernment as to the disloyalty of the people to be removed ? ‘That is the question, 
and. herein we think Government alone could help us out of the difficulty. We 


tried all methods before of evincing our loyalty to the Queen. We have paid 


- taxes, we have done field service, we have sung praises, we have raised statues, © 
con 18¢8—6 : ee? 
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we have offered prayers, we have had our best interests inseparably mixed up 
with the existence of British rule in India. Wedo not know what. more we 
could.do. Let Government now fix. a: test of loyalty and we shall show we 

can. 6 it. We really wish that Russia may invade India soon, for then we 
shall have an opportunity of evincing our loyalty to the. British rule by raising 
a huge wall of dead bodies of our men on the frontier, across the path of the 
invader. ee oe, oe 


_ 40. The Honourable Mr. Chalmers loftily said: “It seems to me that 
CE Government do not care a brass farthing for what 
_Phania (8), 26th Feb, i. said about them.” In other words, it does not 

care one brass farthing for public opinion. The Czar and the Kaiser might 
make that boast, but it does not lie in the mouth of a Government, con- 

ducted in the interests of the people, to indulge in such brag and’ bluster. ~ 
But if the Government do not care a brass farthing regarding what is said 
of them, why is it in such an unaccountable hurry to dispossess us of the 
right of saying’ anything atall P It is, says Mr. Chalmers, “to prevent the 
stirring up of a spirit of.sedition among the people which is an ever-present 
danger to the country.’”? How beautifully mixed are the Legal Member's 
ideas on the point! Is sedition only an offence which threatens the peace of 
“the community ’’? It is surely an offenceagainst the State, and Section 124A 
- prohibits under heavy penalty the bringing of Government into contempt. If 
Government do not care a brass farthing regarding what is said of them, why 
are they so touchy of being brought into contempt? Why havea section about 
sedition at all? It looks like blowing hot and cold in the same breath and is not 
likely to ‘strengthen the case for the Bill. Mr. Chalmersgets more and more | 
confused as he proceeds, and the following may be reproduced as a sample of 
the logical acumen with which Nature nas endowed the worthy gentleman : 
‘But, after all, these arguments are more or less academic. No one in his 
senses would contend that, because a given law.is good and suitable in England, 
it is therefore good and suitable in India.’’ . Did Mr. Chalmers then take leave 
of his senses‘-wnen he said that. all-that was sought to be done was to bring 

Section 124A into line with the law of sedition as it obtains in England? He 

cited Stephen’s Digest in support of his statement that the Bill had been framed 

according to the English law of sedition. He had himself contended that, as 
the English law cannot be said to be inimical to liberty of speech, his amend- 
ment of the Indian law on the lines of the English law ought not to create any 
alarm. . And he now turns round and charges all and sundry that dare to talk 
about the suital ility of English laws to India with madness. Really, this does 
not seem reasonable. But we have not done with the Honourable Legal 

Member as yet. He is reported to have spoken as follows: “ Language may 

be tolerated in England which it is unsafe to tolerate in India, because in 

India:it is apt to be transformed into action instead of passing off as harmless 

gas.’ We dispute the accuracy of this statement. Who ever heard of any 

speech or writing in this country giving rise to a riot or any similar disturbance 
of the public peace? We know something of the demonstrations that some 
time.ago took place in Hyde Park when a fire-eater or a stump orator had lashed 
the mob into a state of frenzy by means of speeches full of abuse of the Royal 
family and the British aristocracy, and advocating recourse to Violence and 
rowdyism for bringing about a change for the better. Speeches have been 
made even within the four walls of that august tribunal-—the mother of Parlia- 
ments—that have led to an outbreak of violence and a free exchange of blows, 
The honourable member mentions the cow-killing riots in Western India, the 
murder of. Lekhram at Lahore, the Poona murders, the recent events in the 
Peshawar. District (what are they ?), the murder of a Brahman gentleman and 
an Indian doctor at Sinnar, and the Mubammadan riots in Calcutta. If these 
were quoted by way of an illustration of the fact that certain langua 6 tk Titian 
jg apt to be trausformed, into action, nothing could be more irrelevant and 

Jess to the point.: Surely the honourable member did not mean to insinuate 

that any of the incidents he mentions were directly or indirectiy traceable to 
my speech or writing. It is, however, Speeches and writings alone that the 

. ptesent law seeks.to regulate. Mr. Chalmers seems to have lost himself in a 


| Ail. Ever since the Sedition Bill was brought before the Supreme 


ALCLO} Ir : 2 Lhe OUP Legislative 
Dyin Prakish (3); 28th COURCI at Calcutta in December last, Government 
fob, Maur: coli: >“ Seemed prepared to face all opposition and determin 
OR ash bs to carry it through. We know the Government oi 
Lord Elgin was helpless in the matter, pressure being brought upon him from 
above; -and perhaps the Secretary of State was instructed by his advisers to get 
the Bill passed with as much haste as possible, lest his successor, who may be a 
pucca Liberal, might not hold the same views about the Indian press as His Lord- 
ship did. Whatever that may be, it cannot be denied that the sedition measure 
has been carried through with an indecent haste, and the probable effects of the 
new law, as far as we are able to see them, are far from giving satisfaction to 
any one, excepting of course that small microscopic body of men who supported 
the Bill. To understand the new law properly, it is very necessary to read 
carefully the memorable speech of the Honourable Mr, Chalmers, He desires the 
administration of India to be carried on the principleof “all power and no control.’’ 
He does not like the people or their representatives to pose as advisers to Gov- 
ernment. Local Governments are responsible for the peace of the provinces 
given in their charge, and in order to discharge their responsible duties to 
their own satisfaction, it is necessary, according to Mr. Chalmers, that: their 
work should in no wise be interfered with by suggestions and objections from 
the people. We take the liberty of telling him that suchaline of policy is 
entirely opposed tothe noble traditions of the civilised British Government, and 
to request him that the sooner hedisabuses his mind of such a juvenile idea the, 
better service will he be able to do to this country in future. It seems, 
Mr. Chalmers has not yet become perfectly acquainted with the condition 
of the illiterate villagers, for, he would not have otherwise felt so very troubled. 
with the representations coming from the Sabhas and Associations in the presi- 
dency towns. Again, Mr. Chalmers is evidently misinformed, for, it is not only 
presidency towns that have criticised the measure ; several mofussil towns also 
have added their voice to swell the chorus, One more remark of Mr. Chalmers 
still calls our attention. ‘No one in his‘senses,” said he, ‘‘ would contend that 
because a given law is good and suitable in England, it is therefore good and 
suitable in India.”” We are in perfect accord with Mr. Chalmers so far. Of 
course no sane man will ever insist upon that, as long as’ England is England 
and Indiais India. But then somebody may be tempted to ask whether it 
was not the Honourable Law Member ‘himself who, whiie introducing the 
Bill, first cited the English Jaw on the subject and argued that, since it was 
working so very: satisfactorily in England, India might safely swallow it, 
This shows that Mr. Chalmers’ memory is equally at fault with his logic. 
His interpretation of certain recent events is also well worth perusal. He 
‘observes: “ Language may be tolerated in England which it is unsafe to tolerate 
in India, because in India it is apt to be transformed into action instead of passing 
off as harmless gas ” ; and illustrates this remark with instances such as the cow- 
killing riots in Western India, the murder of Lekhram at Lahore, the Poona 
murders, the Sinnar riots and some other unknown events of a similar nature’ jn 
the Peshawar District. Out of this long list of ‘offences, we hardly think asingle 
‘one supports the contention of the Honourable Mr. Chalmers. Not a single one 
of these, within our knowledge, has yet been successfully shown to have originated 
from seditious speeches or writings. However, ‘even Mr. Chalmers seems’ to 
possess occult powers which enable him to see clearly through: matters, however 
distant, and to connect’ them’together in some mysterious way. Sir Alexander 
Mackenzie seemed to have lost sight of the dignity’ of his own ‘position- as well 
as the gravity of the occasion, when he permitted himself to make’ a-speech in 
which he denounced in unmeasured terms the Native press and educated young 
men. Nothing can be more violent, more offensive and more irresponsible than 
these ravings of a high official like the rulerof Bengal. ©. ©) 


42, “Savage and Tartarly” are the two mildest words in our poor 
 nuaels _, vocabulary to baptise the speech made by . Sir 
Indu Prakash (15), 3rd ~Atoxander Mackenzie at that memorable meeting of 


Mar., Eng. cols. _ the Supreme Legislative Council af which the terrible 
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Act to gag and muzzle the Indian press was passed by the help of those. crea-. 
tures of Government. who are always at their beck and call. Force triump AS 


ty 

“s © 
i & 

ee if 


~— 
Bay 


¥ ay ~) 4 * 
’ ‘ ne ae SRR hy ey 
- a . 4 . | Pe OP ae . ra, We ye gl tire A i. 
os ’ , i. Fi * ~ . 7 "2 OS Ee a Oe Feo a eeee sas Me flat ite teh yan * SHAT te oot) eae moe . . 
4 PL pie hs - cee, Pe ON rg eas, FN nN Pe Peet ee, KOE ne Da Sige ae Soe 4 ieee gh ATR ES ee Re Le eis hae Lad satis ~ ay pe eee AL di : 2 ta by Pe ee oes ae ate ne Ee ae ee Oe rt . 
pee a 2 a " — < + ese. PY ay * ‘f ri 53 + - 4 ne ig ee » of e P. > ‘< we ta oi ‘Se Pte! 7 ta <7 4. + A ee - eS P= wn . Se > ‘ Sus ee a 
whey Sen ie ’ Babs $3 : i - <2 feat Btes ik, A aa ie Deer a thst ah he taier Me ah oo ; Fink ewe “Saag re tae ait "Sa eS OS ae xf tee WETS os aks 
SE pe f NS FH Ae Tae iE Seas 7 We a ER ti Or eds RNR PA TE RAY Ao A RSME IE. SA Seer a A pees : os Dee ON LE ss Ge GLEE. ATE TY CT, CMR IR BEG : . 
- a aaa ‘ ‘ ee mw 4 7 ae Poecaast acest eammeiemmneaeniimmemaretas eset pe ce anmer 9 <2 oe 
- aie oe  nlaks “3 vs - mie —"- + paar . ee 3c > og oe = ene eee . : ae ee aR lif _ pe pee eres 
Salita a ee ey ae . balks er my yes ° *> Pr c Sm sen Y ~" AP ee ea wy sR YAP i ew = nea Ly nt, age epee 
i _— he AP ricypen a heed : tthe ah’. : eae es a gered 4g ay a aes ¥- an fe Coe Si dO hg ae a Br. ig iets or; Apacs 
aie ? : “ ae ae He FED. % ie: : ae: ‘ Ne, . . ES RN AN ier 2S EN cee SR 
> : } : IRS a: f © : ‘ ; & Agus © 4 Bae ae So ip Na he ee Rag 
7 ‘ me ae pee F 


~ . . a 
5 De ‘4 . Fd PE ee ee Ae LOS eee ee a . * . a ee eet ea @ Shes 
* Py PE tne ee hi > Spe 5 pat GEA Ses $5 55a = eas ts Rg, fos pat aye Me ee 3 ice raeh TOE es Fe ict s doa sige Sitka si Peasy SRD ris 21 Sk nS a 
OS RARE Sona Oia is GRE Le SR RE Fin RN RRR ae aaa ERS ate 
SLA REE VOR Beh Ss BOR BTL Ena RY oN ¢ rar mers are rm m2 PAPA mempete . m ; 7 eet ok ey thc aes e, Coy oe 
fees eM ah hs ie Wad: tee i apes EON a A is rene ele Shs oh of SA Steak Paty A = ik, Rage PS ee ate oo hs FREE Tan 
Tg es Fe , ee Sag eon | AR eo tees en 3 SOME SS PLAY. < Re eee = Sy 


-c@6nfidence, We should rather throw the entire responsibility | on the: ! 


everywhere, as FitzJames Stephen pide bia long ago to J ihe Stuart Mill ; 
and on the 18th of last month the civilised world saw force triumph over ‘truth 

under the leadership of Lord Elgin. The unanimous opposition of the whole of 
India was borne down by votes “made to order,’’ and Mr. Chalmers, with 

supreme impudence, declared that all who protested against the Act were 
* nobodies.” Well, time will show who comes under the genus “ nobodies ’’—- 
representative bedies like the Calcutta Barand the Bombay Presidency Associas 
tion, or & comparatively raw and self- constituted legislator like the author of the - 
Black Act of 1898, But retrograde and repressive as the Act is, and justly 


denounced as positively unworthy of the best traditions of British rule in 


India, it fades into insignificance by the side of the “ savage and tartarly ” utter- 
ances of some of the official members of the Supreme Legislative Council. : Almost 
all the official speeches were marred by a conspicuous absence of dignity and 
equity; but the speech of Sir Alexander Mackenzie out-tartarized the Tartars 
themselves in its unrelieved ferocity of sentiment and savageness of expression. 
But however undesirable the Sedition Act may be, even taking it at its worst, we 
are compelled to say that it will create less discontent than the insulting ‘and 
biting language used by Sir Alexander in his speech on the 18th of last month, 
It isin the interests of our British rulers themselves that any inte mperate, 
indiscriminate and insulting language like that used by Sir Alexander is to be 
deplored, and we are really surprised to see that Sir Alexander could use the 
language he did in the presence of His Excellency the Viceroy. We are 
sure Lord Elgin “ hugged” the Sedition Bill as devoutly as the Lieutenant- 
Governor of Bengal, and was as anxious about its being successfully launched 
through the stormy debate of the 18th ultimo, and yet when compared with 
the thunder and storm of Sir Alexander, Lord Elgin’s speech sounds like the 
inoffensive rippling of a struggling stream, Surely, if the three hundred 
millions of this country had no claim upon the courtesy, urbanity and dignity 
of “Alexander the Great’? of Bengal, the august presence of the first re- 
presentative in India of the Great Maj esty of Britain should have been. enough 
to silence the senseless battery that the Lieu ballad Ca0vednar of Bengal so 
vindictively directed against the loyal subjects of the Queen-Empress. 


48, Sir James Westland went oe bey the Hono rig Mr. Chalmers 
in bringing home the charge of disloyalty to the 

Kesari (64), Int Mar, satives of Ehis country and elving i credit to the 
European officers for the successful administration of the country. He thought 
that the people of India are riotously inclined, and that though there are but 
few actual disturbances, many riots are nipped in the bud by the wisdom of the 
European officials. He said that he was in favour of investing the District 


Magistrates with more extended powers than they enjoyed at present. It is . 


needless to point out how narrow and fatal to the peace of the rulers as well as 
the ruled these views of Sir James Westland are. Sir Alexander Mackenzie | 
declared that. the Native newspapers were full of sedition and malicious false-. 
hoods, and that it was incumbent on Government to stop the mouths of such 
organs. No one but a selfish officer can stigmatise the (legitimate) aspirations of 
the people for more extended rights as the fussy agitation of a few busybodies. 
The speeches of the Honourable Mr. Chalmers, Sir James Westland and Sir A. 
Mackenzie have, no doubt, lowered the lofty dignity of the Supreme Council. 


44. Let our Legislature know and realize fully, once for all, the truth 
that if Bombay is to be improved, it shall have to be 
Comments on the ity of improved not by the co-operation, but in spite of 
Bombay yeproremens 11). ™ opposition, of the rate-payers. We think the 
ndian Spectator (4), 27th 

Feb. moving machinery for the new Trust is, as. provided 
in the. Bill, .wholly insufficient and will inspire small _ 

‘rust 
itself. Let it have its own experts in engineering and sanitation, and let it 
poll on. the report and advice of its own officers. Let the Commissioner 
and @ Officer be empowered to make their own suggestions, As 
‘egards s the yeas, let any three bboy or nao ies if veered and et any 
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tenements are situate are sanitary or not. We shall next take up the pro- 
visions as to “The Police Accommodation Schemes.’”? On principle these 
oe are to be objected to, as they make the Trust a branch of the 

ublic Works Department, and as under them all the gain is to go to the 
credit of the Government and the trouble to that of the Board. The injustice 
of an arrangement of this kind is evident when we remember that the Munici- 
pality already pays a large proportion of the cost of the city police, and that if 
there be any equity, it exists in favour of a reduction of the charges the Cor- 
poration bears. The financial success of the operations of the Trust is to 


depend, let us not forget, on the gains it will make on properties it creates afresh 


or improves, and yet it is forbidden under these provisions to make any gains on 
lands it gives to Government for: police accommodation, and has, in the 
bargain, to do the construction work gratis. We suppose the unfairness of 
the arrangement is too plain for lengthy argument. We certainly admit that 
it is necessary to provide healthy accommodation for our police, but we do not 


see why it is the Trust that should be saddled with the work of doing it. Gov- ' 


ernment have their own Public Works Department ready for the task—a 
department which has not been discredited and which is not to be superseded 
by the new Trust, as our Corporation is to be. Let, then, the whole duty of 
providing accommodation for the police be thrown on it, leaving it to select and 
purchase lands from private owners or from the Trust on such terms as obtain in 
the market. Or, if the whole work is to be cast on the Trust, let it be allowed 
to make the contract at arm’s length and charge Government as much as it 


would be at liberty to charge private individuals, if it were to sell them lands 
and buildings of its own. 


Education. 


45. A co#réspondent writes :—The Kasser-e-Hind of Sunday last has taken 

His Bxeellancy < ‘teed to task His Excellency Lord Sandhurst for expressing 
Sandhurst’s address at the im his Convocation address some wholesome truths in 
Convocation of the Bombay regard to the undesirability of students engaging in 
University. politics. Lord Sandhurst, in his remarks on this 
dst Goftdr (123), 27th much-debated question, has only echoed the sentiments 
FO, Big Ce. revailing among all educated and intelligent people 
who have the gift of seeing things in their proper light. I am not at all 
surprised at the effusion of this effusive writer in the K aiser-e- Hind, for, my 
experience, and indeed that of many others, has been that ever since this paper 
saw the light of existence, it has made it a hard and fast rule that whatever 
emanates from the head of the Government.and his colleagues in the ad- 
ministration, whoever they are, should be run down. The writer in the Kaiser-e- 
Hind, in his criticism of His Excellency’s address, desires to convey that every 
stripling should dabble in politics, Reading between the lines of His Excel- 
lency’s remarks, it would be plain that Lord Sandhurst is not dead against 
students participating in healthy political discussions. Surely the writer, in 
differing from His Excellency’s remarks, for reasons not unknown, is capable 
of couching his criticism in deferential and respectful language, but no, his 


scholarly attainments would not permit of that. This is his fearless inde- 


pendence. | 


46: Almost all the leading Indian papers have commented on that un- 
fae fortunate address, and we should strongly advise 
Champion (2), 27th Feb. Hig Lordship’s Private Secretary to collect the notices 

and submit them to Lord Sandhurst for his perusal. What a melancholy 
specimen that academic address was of the exalted authority, who, on the eve 


of the assumption of his high office, proclaimed to the world that he would 


follow reverentially in the footsteps of the great Mountstuart Elphinstone! 
Shade of Blphinstone! Elphinstone was not only a great statesman, but 
he was an erudite scholar. Is it not, indeed, strange to hear from the lips of 
one who is desirous of emulating that great scholar and statesman that he, of 
all -persons, deprecates among our young scholars—the citizens of to-morrow— 
that healthy spirit of political discussion which is nothing but .History Past and 
Present, as the great historian Freeman truly observes? But we live in 
strange times. These are times when panic has usurped the seat of serenity, 
con 1883—7 | 


than. the landlords, who gat their rents whether the area in which their 
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and when ‘the ‘dols of the mAtket’ and the thinaits one for states imasiabtp. 


Lord Sandhurst should return to London before he quite destroys Iris politica 
reputati ion. India has proved too much for him, 


47. The Bombay Samdchir refers to the resolution of the ‘Bombay Govern- 


: Remarks on the Govern- 
ment resoiution regarding 


the conduct of certain — 


teachers in the service of 


the Ahmednagar Education 


Society. 
Bombay Saméchér (133), 
Sth Mar, 


48, It seems that 


Comments on the state of 
affairs in Hyderabad and 
Mysore States. 

Katser-e-Hind (120), 27th 
Feb., Eng. cols. 


ment regarding the: conduct of some teachers in the 
Ahmednagar Education Society’s High School, and 
says that though the punishment inflicted on the 
teachers might be considered appropriate, itis not 
ible for it to agree with the sweeping injunction 3 

aid down in the resolution upon all teachers in 
Goverment or aided schools to bers aloof from poli- 
tical movements. — ) 


N ative States. .. 


both Hyderabad and | ‘Mysore are just now in critical 
circumstances. The former is in the throes of acute 
financial embarrassments, while the latter is struggling 
from what is worse—internal dissensions. The diffi- 
culty in connection with finance is not insoluble, but 
that with regard to the administration of Mysore 
threatens to bring about. a little revolution in that 


State, which has hitherto been considered to be gn excellent model for other 


principalities to follow. 


A pamphlet has lately been issued by a prominent 


member of the Representative Assembly which gives us 4 glimpse into the 
internal affairs of the Raj. For some time past there has been what we may 
eall a revolt in the camp. It hegan with the establishment of the Regency. 
It is alleged by the discontented that the Diwan aims at absolute autocracy, 
that throughout his aim and object is to reduce the Council of Regency to 
a nullity, that he aims at bringing the Representative Assembly into discredit, 


and that, moreover, he 


is monopolising all the loaves aqd fishes of office for 


his prvéeges who are all foreigners, 


Disapproval of the imi- 
tation by Native Chiefs of 
plague measures: adopted in 
British territory. 


Baroda Vatsal (201), 27th 
Feb. 


~ Remarks on ag circular 
alleged to have been issaed by 
the Political Agent, Kathia- 
war, to Agency servants in 
connection with newspapers. 

Kathiawadno Himdyat 
(152), 2¢th Feb, 


49. The Baroda Vatsal makes adverse comments 
on the measures adopted in British territory for the 
suppression of the plague, and remarks that every 
thoughtful person must regret {heir wholesale imita- 
tion by Natiye Chiefs to the obvious pevimene of 
their subjects. 


60. The Kathiduddno Hindyati hears thatin 7 
cular has been issued by the Political Agent’: of 
Kéthiéwar prohibiting all Agency servants from fend 
ing or subscribing to those newspapers which indulge: 
in adverse comments an the acts of political officers, and. 


observes that such a circular is. ee to the general 
policy of Government. 


61. It appears from a circplar. ‘published in’ the Keéthidwdr rome 


Remarks on a certain noti- 
fication issued by Government 
regarding theappeals and peti- 


tions submitted to them by. 


the peop ple of Kathiawar, | 


Rajyabhakio (160), Jet 


Mar « 


Gazette that Government view with disapproval the 
alleged tendency of the Kathidwér bar to encourage 
) . titions and appeals to Government. Government 
not probably realise the true cause of the multipli- 
city of the petitions and appeals sent up to-it, which is 
that the Judicial Court of the province is presided over 
by. a military: officer, who is often changed and who 


tSometimes is so expeditious in his work | as to Emin. of some 60 _— in ‘the 


course of a ae day. 
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which are printed in italics. — | : | 
~" B, The-names of Newspapers are printed in the margin of the Report in italics, and the number of the News- 
paper in the above list is printed in brackets after the name, 


©. The system of spelling vernacular words followed by the Reporter is the same as that adopted in the 
Official Spelling List of the Bombay Presidency. One peculiar feature of this system is that wnen the long (a Sf 
er d) is the last letter of a word, the accent is left out, and the short a(3%{ = in gun) is, to prevent confusion, | 
uever placed at the end of a word, This rule has been strictly followed, except that when the short a appears to be : 
absolutely necessary to complete the pronunciationof a word, asin Arunodaya or the well-known Mitra, it is printed 
with a mark over it to indicate that it is short, thus—-d, oS eepk . : 


D. The figures giving the circulation or number of copies published {of each newspaper and periodical as 
furnished by the proprietor, are not guaranteed as accurate, and in some instances must be regarded with caution, 
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Politics and the Public Administration, 


1. The Gurdkhi writes that the English people (lit., the hatted ones) 

aaa. ate possessed by a greed for wealth, that they have 

es Se 8 aes in impoverished India ever since their Hida icious 

urdkhi (46), Gth Mar. | @dvent into this country by draining away wealth, that 

the people of India have also picked up the vice from 

their present rulers, and that this vice of the rulers and.the ruled is at the bottom 
of many of the present miseries of this once prosperous country. 


2. To the Congress ed be sinks the present discontent, sedition and 

| reason prevalent in the presidency. It is the fons et 

ape aon poigaral bare origo of the present deplorable state of affairs a the 
for the discontent, sedition Country, and the axe should be laid at the root of the 
and treason in the Bombay plant, which has during the past thirteen years of its 
sg ene 3, gh °zistence succeeded in yielding nothing but fruit of 
Mar. Bnb. rie ('23), Sf poisonous character. ‘Government, we find, are 
cay attempting to cut down the branches here and there, 

in the vain expectation that the poisonous plant would die a natural death, 
but we are afraid they are mistaken in their calculation. The lopping off 
of the branches, or the mere plucking off of the leaves, will not injure the 
cactus-like growth of the plant. Nothing short of the removal of the plant— 
root and branch—should satisfy the Government. We learn that.a Native Chief, 
of Northern India has supplied some funds to the Congress Committee, which 
has enabled them from the beginning of the year to turn India, their monthly 
periodical, into a weekly journal. Government are probably aware of the 
sources from which the Congresswallas derive their sinews of war, and théy will 
be .acting in the interests of the teeming millions if they were to warn the 
eredulous-Chiefs against easily parting with their money for the maintenance of a 
body whieh is busy sowing the seeds of dissension, and which bids fair one of 
these days to bring death and destruction to the country. No half-hearted 
measure or policy can now be‘adequate, The evil is growing fast, and it must 

be nipped in the bud with an iron grip. 


A 


&. Itis notorious that England does not send the best of her men to rule 
India. What,. however, we want at the present crisis 

_Remarks in Connection jg a man who, though he may not know India, has his 
Bik nce ibe ointment oF ® mind imbued with the true English liberal spirit. The 
Lord Eloin, SS S~C London Spectator (a Tory paper) says that the only 
Mahratta (7), 6th Mar. | practical remedy for the existing confusion is to be 
found in a new Viceroy who shall choose a new cabi- 
net, surrounding himself with men chosen by himself, loyal to his policy, what- 
ever. that may be. We, of course, want a strong Viceroy—that is true; but we 
presuppose that strength is not to be his sole merit. It might even be said that 
the present Viceroy has strength, but what kind of it we have allseen. We 
should like to have a Viceroy like Lord Ripon, who had the strength only 
of reasonable conviction and not that of sheer obstinacy—a strength em- 


-bellished by a kind-hearted sympathy with the Indian people. Of course India 


ean have no voice in the matter of the selection of her own ruler; but the 

privilege at least of praying is hers, and _30 she prays for a more gentle and 

‘sympathetic_Viceroy. i J 

4, It has been brought to our notice that a remark which we made in a 
~ yecent issue is very liable to misapprehension. In 


A’ wrong statement re- writine of the operations on the North-Western 
garding the result of the ting of pe 1 the 
recent frontier war, corrected. 


Mahratta (7), ¢th Mar. We were, however, referring solely to a well-known 


troops suffered heavy losses while returning to their camp. Several incidents of 
the kind occurred during the campaign, but we and our readers are proud to 


recognise that, in spite of the most formidable natural obstacles and in spite of 


position and marched through their country from end to end. 
con 1929—3 | | Bo ee | eee 


the bravery and skill of the enemy, our army overcame all difficulties and op- 


frontier we spoke of the defeat of the Indian army. © 


incident in early January, when a column of our. 


B- 


ria 
aq) 


pe i. he Fat 
. ; : 


5. All attempts to wipe away the dark stains on the Queen’s statue in 
Bombay have, it seems, proved fruitless, and it is now 
'A suggestion for the proposed to separate the disfigured head from the 
taisein omiay. ordered fiom Bingleni” ‘The. very fica of outhing off 
: ; ‘yep Ordered from England. e very idea of cutting o 
Mare ia ae aie ies the head of the Queen’s statue is abominable in the 
Pee eyes of the Hindus, who look upon the Queen Empress 
with asort of divine reverence. We would suggest that the whole statue 
should be coated with black rather than that a part of it should be severed 
and replaced by {a new part. None would like the Queen’s statue the less 
because its colour is changed from white to black, nor would the mere change 
of colour be looked upon as derogatory to the Queen. We hope, therefore, that 
our suggestion of painting the statue black will receive due consideration. 


6. Verily Lord George Hamilton carries the palm in the matter of 

saying unexpected and queer things. This wiseacre | 

. Comments on the reply f° English politics, according to Reuter, said, in 
given by Lord George Hamil- ; : : 

ton to a question relating answer to a question in the Commons on Friday 


~~ _—_ to the detention of the Natu last, that “the detention of the Natu brothers must 
brothers. continue until the Government of Bombay and the 


Indu Prakash (15), 7th 


Mar., Eng. cols. Government of India were satisfied that their re- 


7 lease would not endanger the public tranquillity.”’ The 
italics are ours. So, after all, Lord George withdraws the reckless assertion which 
he made in the Commons on the 5th of August last about the detention of the 
Natus enabling the Bombay Government “to unravel the plot that had been 
formed.” Oh! thou worst of bad prophets, Lord George, this ought to teach 
you a ‘lesson—that it is easier to clap with a letter de catchet a couple of peace- 
ful citizens in jail than to prove that they are mixed up with some “ deliberately 
planned ’? and infernal “ plot.”” But really we do not know which is more 
absurd—the reckless assertion about ‘the “ plot’? or last Friday’s conditional 
clause—in the fate of the Natus, Fancy a couple of peaceful Brahmin citizens, 
whose grandfather almost.“ sold.”’ the Peshwa to the English, endangering the 
public tranquillity | Lord George Hamilton must have a wonderful imagination 
to think that the Natu brothers would defy the British Lion and break the 
Queen’s peace! But enough of Lord George. Our readers have lately heard 
of him ad nauseam; so now we turn, asthe prologues say, tothe Govern- 
ment of Bombay and the Government of India. For, according to Reuter, the 
Secretary of State has washed. his hands of the Natu business and left their fate | 
entirely into the hands of Lords Sandhurst and Elgin, Surely we have reason to 
hope that these two gentlemen know that there would be no “ endangering 
i ' the public tranquillity ’”? by releasing the Natus, Surely they do not fear that 
a the two Brahmin brothers will turn out to be a Nana Saheb and Tatya Topi, 
os ready for another edition of “57’’? If our-surmise is correct, and it will 

have to be proved that it is not, Lords Elgin and Sandhurst should not now 

lose a day in releasing the Natus. We assure their Excellencies that there is no 

danger in taking this step, and that their remaining days of power in India will 

not thereby be jeopardised one bit. 


7. The Gujardti quotes the reply given by Lord George Hamilton on the 
bck is 010) Ca 5th of August 1897 to a question in the House of 
jar@ts (114), th Mare — Qommons regarding the detention of Natu brothers in 
jail, and says that now that Chapekar’s conviction and sentence have been up- 
held by the High Court, one has aright to demand an explanation from the 
Secretary of State about his strictures on thé Natus. The paper says that 
Damodar’s confession has completely lifted the curtain of the Poona tragedy 
and has shown conclusively that there was no political object whatsoever in the 
murders of the Jubilee night, and that Government were greatly mistaken in 
giving undue importance to the tragedy and in taking a series of grave steps 
under a mistaken notion. The Gujardti says that though it is difficult to appor-. 
_.. tion ‘exactly the responsibility in the matter between Tord ord Sandhurst and Lord. 
~ George Hamilton, it is certain that the latter cannot shirk his responsibility,. - 
and that the public has, therefore, a a to demand of him that he should 
5th of August or candidly acknowledge 


either make good his statement of the 


“— 


me 
an 


his mistake and revoke all the arbitrary measures taken in consequence of it. 
Thus alone, says the paper, will British prestige be increased and not b y obsti- 
nately adhering to one’s mistake in the past. : a 
_-. 8. Lord George Hamilton, in replying to a question in Parliament regard- ~ 
Subodh Patrika ‘(21), 6th ing the detention of the Natu brothers, is reported to a 
i have said that the Natus must remain in custody till 4 
ve the Government of India and the Government of 4 
Bombay are satisfied that their release would not endanger the public peace. a 
Does this mean that the Natus had incited the people (to disorder), that their ae 
imprisonment allayed the excitement, and that their release would revive it? ae 
: The Natus were little known to fame beyond Poona before their arrest was a 
7 | noised abroad in the newspapers and we fail to see what influence they can have a 
on the public peace or why Government should be so much afraid of setting ee 
them at liberty. They should, in our opinion, be either formally put on their 
trial or released without delay. By following either course the Government 
will be removing the popular impression that it has acted oppressively in the 
matter, and will get credit for justice and wisdom. 


9. The Deshi Mitra also says that there would be no danger whatever of a 

breach of the public peace if the Natus were to be 

Deshi Mitra (189), 10th Mar. ge and hopes that Government will reconsider 
| he matter. 


10. We are glad to learn that Professor Max Muller, who belongs to no 

- political party in England and who is indifferent about 

_ Movement set on foot the political views of Mr. Tilak, but who at the same 
Dp reland on behalf of time, hasgot a high regard for him on account of his 
Gujaréti (114), 6th May.; Sanskrit scholarship, has taken a leading part in get- 
Rajyabhakta (160), 8th Mar. ting up an influentially signed memorial to the Secre- 
tary of State for India on behalf of Mr. Tilak. We 
hope that the Secretary of State will gtve some consideration to the memorial, 
[The Rajyabhakta similarly sympathises with and wishes success to the move- 


ment set on foot in England for the release of Tilak. | 


11. The Vdridhar says that the only just ground on which an appeal for 
| mercy towards Tilak can be based is that he has 4 
Suggestion to memorialise sufficiently expiated the offence, fault or error com- . _) 
ee os show merey mitted by him, and that if an humble petition based on 
etl wr ie ground alone were to be submitted to Government 
Vartéhar (99), 7th Mar. it -had every chance of being favourably considered. Bee 
The paper also suggests that the petitioners should Ml 
pray for mercy not to Tilak alone but to the two Natus as well, since the offence i 
of the three is similar, and makes it a condition that the petition should be sub- 
mitted only if the three persons are willing to réceive mercy on the terms stated 
in the petition. bee 


12. We did not expect much good from the Famine Commission, seeing 
that no non-official member had a seat on its board 
Famine Commission and and that there was but one Native official appointed 
ge b ager : ;, ‘oit. We nowsee that a majority of the witnesses ex- 
oo amined before the Commission are also Government 
| officers, from whom it is idle to expect evidence against 
the Government. It may be quite true that Government took appropriate 
measures to grapple with the famine, which was severe, but we wish that enquiry 
were directed to ascertain whether the poverty of the people is not such as to 
drive them into a state of helplessness at the very outset, of a famine, and 
whether it is true or not that it becomes difficult for them to regain their 
normal prosperity on account of their being obliged to pay the taxes to Gov- 
ernment immediately after the famine is over. If such facts were properly 
enquired into, the eyes of the people of England would be opened to the poverty 
of the people of this country and its true causes. _ Shoisel ine aS 
18. The Rdjyabhakta says that the object in appointing the Famine 
ee ee — icine was to clear the allegation brought against 
Rajyabhakta (160), 8thMar. +15 Government that it had swallowed the Famine 
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_ Fand and allowed the people to die of hunger, and not with a view to. suggest 
"remedies td grapple with future famines, The paper retharks that it is futile 
to expect any good from such a Commission. 2 ese 


14, The Kesari regrets that there was not sufficient non-official evidence 
“ ee ‘ Pa ai a placed before the Famine Commission in Bombay, 

Sigh Suan pape pointing out the indifference of Government towards 
the weaver class, their stinginess in granting remissions or suspensions of land 
revenue, their culpable neglect in saving the lives of agricultural and other 
cattle at the beginning of the famine, their rigorous enfovoeraint of the rule 
. Yegarding task works, their inadequate rate of remunerating the workers and | 

so forth. ‘The paper hears that an independent representationjhas been prepared. 
onthe subject by the Poona Sarvajanik Sabha for submission to the Famine 
Commission along with the Sabha’s representations submitted from time to time 
to the local Government on the same subject. The paper thinks that as the 
evidence tendered before the Commission in Bombay was mainly official, it did 
‘not serve any material purpose beyond establishing that the famine campaign 
organised by Government was excellent and that the Famine Code required 
little modification except in a few minor details. 


-15, Lord Sandhurst deserves well of the Bombay public. He, by point- 
| ing out to the Central Government the injustice of 
Comments on the recent saddling the whole cost of the plague on the several 
resolution of the Government mynicipalities concerned, has won the esteem of all 
of India on the apportion- . 
ment of plague expenditure men. The plague in the commencement was a local 
in the Bombay Presidency, calamity; to-day, unfortunately, it is a national 
Champion (2), Gth Mar. —_ catastrophe, and if the Government of India, who tell 
the British public they want no financial aid for the 
transfrontier war, will not help the local authorities now staggering under their 
loads, then there is only one course open, and that is bankruptcy—and bank- 
ruptcy will not disgrace the unfortunate municipalities, but it will disgrace 
Simla, and surely Simla, callous though it generally is, would not like that 
to happen. ce | | 


16, The correspondence that has passed between the Bombay Government 
and the Government of India concerning the appor- 
tionment of plague expenditure between local bodies 
and the State exchequer shows how easy it is for the 
Supreme Government, having the power to pounce upon provincial surpluses 
and to engage in needless and costly military operations in the midst of unpre- 
cedented misfortunes, to assume an attitude of cold indifference towards the 
financial difficulties of other bodies brought on by unforeseen calamities. Lord 
Sandhurst’s Government deserves the gratitude of the whole presidency for the 
sympathetic manner in which they have pressed upon the attention of the 
higher authorities the equitable claims of municipal boards to help from the 
Imperial exchequer. Plague and famine have exhausted the resources of 
these bodies as well as of the people at large. The Government of India, with 
the letter of the local authorities before them, would have done well to soften 
the rigour of their hair-splitting logic and couched their reply in more sym- 
pathetic terms. The oy duty of -Government is- certainly not to throw 
away five or ten krors on fruitless expeditions at a time of universal famine 
and frightful plague, but to conserve all the available resources for affording 
relief on a liberal scale to the distressed tax-payer and bankrupt municipalities. 


17. The Kaiser-e-Hind is dissatisfied with the reply given by the Govern- 

saint Tad. ment of India to the letter of the local Government 
genre A ind (140), 6th regarding the contribution to the plague expenditure 
~~ Rs oe from the Imperial treasury, says that it isa pity that 
_ the Supreme Government should acknowledge its liability to the extent only of 
| two lakhs of rupees when.-the Bombay Municipality . has to beara burden of 


Gujarati (114), 6th Mar., 
Eng. cols. 


“€ 


..80-Jakhs, or even more, on account of'the-plague. The paper thanks the local 


_ Government for having recommended a more liberal. po 


cy in the matter, and 
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the Government of India fixing the lability on local bodies for expenditure 
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incurred in suppressing epidemics within local area, it remains true that the city 
of Bombay alone is not interested in stamping out the plague and thatit is but 
fair that a reasonable portion of the plague expedtiture should come from 
Imperial exchequer. : : 


18. The Gwarat Mitra also considers the reply : the Supreme Govern- 
: : ment very disappointing, and says that the epidemic 
ae oe ee being a natural calamity the a deborah ee a8 not 
bound to incur any expenditure on its suppression, and 
that the expenditure should be borne by Government alone. The Mitra adds 
that when Government show their inability to make a reasonable contribution. 
on account of the pressure on the exchequer, they must also take into account 
the straitened financial condition of the municipalities and their inability to bear 
this additional strain on their resources. The paper, however, thanks the Supreme 
Government for showing leniency tothe municipalities in the matter of the 
recovery of the loans advanced to them on account of plague. 


19. The two blue-books prepared by Mr. M. &. ‘Couchman, 1.0. S., 
Conmueite on certaig OmOk. ene Crue of the Bombay Government give 


reports on plague administra. an account of plague administration in the Bomba 
tion issued by the Bombay Presidency from September 1896 to May 1897. The 


pagar * snk (8). Teh usefulness of these volumes would have been con- 
tig a en Noe Tt siderably enhanced had a few extracts from influen- 


tial Native newspapers been given in the form of 
an appendix, so as to show the kind of sentiment with which the public 
viewed. the plague operations of last year. The picture so completed would 
certainly have become more acceptable to all. Mr. Rand’s report on the 
measures taken to suppress and prevert the epidemic within the limits of. 
Poona possesses & melancholy interest owing to the sad fate which suddenly 
overtook that energetic officer while in the performance of his duty. We 
fully endorse the view taken by Mr. Rand so far as the conservancy ar- 
rangements of the municipality are concerned, but at the same time we think 
it our duty not to share with him the erroneous idea that Native machinery is 
altogether incapable of keeping a high standard of sanitation in the city unless it 
is placed under the control of a European officer. The shallowness of such a 
view will be shown very clearly from the fact that a Huropean Health Officer, 
possessing a practical knowledge of the European standard of cleanliness, 
has been on duty in the city for over a year, but, strange as it may appear, this 
very period was conspicuous in the history of the city for the uncommonly high 
rate of mortality owing to the virulent type of cholera prevailing in the city in 
last June, as also to the outbreak of the plague which is said to derive its 
strength from want of cleanliness. To take another instance. Bombay has a 
European Health Officer and a European Municipal Commissioner with full 
control ever the executives. May we ask if Bombay is any better for it in point 
of sanitation? Let those who insist upon Kuropean supervision answer these 4 
questions before they assert their hastily formed opinions. J 
90. The Samsher Bahadur praises the Bombay Government for their 
_ anxiety to have more reliable information about the 
Approval of the proposed Gonce “of death in the present abnormal state of 
new rules.- in connection Pegs | : ; 
with the disposal of dead mortality in Bombay, and advises the people to render 
bodies in Bombay. all possible help to Government by making friendly 
Samsher Bahadur (161), 4th gygeestions, so that the rules might be enforced with- 
mar: | out causing inconvenience to the people. 

91. With a view to-remove the misunderstanding which, if is said, is — 
| likely to arise from the fact of no protest having been oe 
Inconyenience alleged to made by the Parsis, like the Hindus and Musalmans, - 

be caused by the rule about about the death certificates required by Government 

ered ee oer (147), 10th in Bombay, a correspondent writes to the Jdm-e- 

: Jamshed over the signature of ‘Wounded Heart,” - 
ee Lae | citing two instances of the rule about death certificates 
haying led to delay and hardship in disposing of dead bodies according to the 
Zoroastrian religion, and *earnestly requesting the leaders of the Parsi commu- 
nity to join the other sections of the population in trying, as far as possible, to 
lessen the inconvenience and difficulty which the said rule is expected to 


yr * 


occasion, particularly in the case of poor Zoroastrians. 
conl929—4 7 
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_ Confined in'a narrow space. The plague hospitals are similarly mismanaged, 


t 


. 22, The Jdm-e-Jamshed makes the following prefatory observations before. 
ASH ee giving some details of the disturbance created by the 
arn oor riety, 10th ulais or Musalman weavers in Bombay on Wednesday 
a: the 9th March :—For many days previously there. had: 


been rumours in the city to the effect that the discon- 


tent widely: prevalent among the people in consequence of the drastic measures 


taken by the authorities for checking the progress of plague would manifest 
itself in a dangerous form. But these rumours were not much credited, as. 
similar rumours proved to be unfounded last year. The people have now begun 
to understand that it is for their own benefit that the authorities are constrained to 
be strict, but men disgusted with life by being worried now and again with diffi- 


culties of various sorts cannot keep their heads cool in such times and are easily 


influenced by the shortsighted advice of peace-breakers and sedition-mongers. 


23. ‘The same paper again observes that the riots were due to the feelings. 
Ge ldeédéedhid AU stim of the poor and illiterate people having been hurt by, 
co (147), the plague measures of the authorities, and that it will 
aS be gratified to learn that these measures are now taken 
with the same regard for the feelings and manners and customs of the people - 
which General Gatacre is known to have shown when he was President of the 
Plague Committee last year, - ~ | . 


24, The same paper, in its next issue, regrets the strike of the labourers and 
“, traders which the plague measures have given rise 
, aicauppcnmeencome in succession to a) riots in Bombay as. suicidal 
“a and detrimental to the interests of all concerned, and 
says that His Excellency the Governor will do an act of kindness by removing 
the restrictions of quarantine in the same generous spirit in which His Lordship 
has softened the rigour of the rule about death certificates by directing that 
certificates about the cause of death by persons of known respectability belong- 
ing to the different communities and residing in the localities in which the 
deaths should occur would be sufficient. | 


25. The Akhbdr-e-Soddgar, while writing on the riots, observes :—The 
Maids  eedan AaOV IY riots may, without fear of contradiction, be attributed 
dr-e-Soddgar (129),11th +) the exasperation of the people’s minds by the 
Mar. p peop , Af : 
conduct of the Government officers. Knowing as 

they did that there was much excitement and discontent among the people, 


_and that the Musalmans had been much disgusted, the authorities took no pre- 


cautionary steps. Moreover, if the authorities had exercised a little more judg- 
ment, deferred carrying the patient tothe hospital for a couple of hours and thus © 
allowed the excitement to cool for a short time, certainly there would have 
been no riot and no bloodshed at all.. The whole affair was.due to ignorance and 
im periousness. | ; 


26. Writing about the recent serious riots in Romney. the Indu Prakdsh 

, observes :—It must be premised that sedition has 
pan ranean C18), Oth Mes, nothing to do with the rick The local Muhammadans 
were not incited by the leaders of the Poona Sarvajanik Sabha, or the Brahmins, 
or by the editor of the Kesari newspaper. Our Anglo-Indian opponents are 
ying to connect the riots with the sedition movement, but no one who is not a 
fool will believe such false and malicious assertions. The riots solely owe 
their origin to the plague measures of Government, which, we are sorry to say, 
are ill directed and utterly unsuited to our present social condition. ‘Last year 
the plague operations were under the direction of Goneral Gatacre, who worked 
in sympathy with the people and was also successful in stamping out the plague. 
Hence there were no riots last year. This year the state of things is quite the 
reverse. The present Plague Committee does not command the confidence of 


>the people in the least and the people are much annoyed with the way in which 


the work of house inspection is carried on. Segregation may be an excellent . 
measure (for suppressing the plague), but how can the people take kindly to it 

when the segregation camp presents a scene of the horrors of hell, where the 
inmates have to bear the scorching heat of the sun by day and biting cold 
at night, and where the food supplied is such as a dog would not like to smell? 
We leave it to our readers to conceive the miseries of helpless women and children 
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We have seen most of them and feel compelled to observe that they: are more 
abominable than even miserable cattle-sheds. Has the Plague Committee tried - 
to study the comforts of the people before enforcing its plague measures? The 
Committee is handsomely paid from the rate-payers’ money to look to all these 
things, but it has not done its duty properly. In short, the measures chosen for 
suppressing the disease may be the best conceivable, but if they are enforced in 
a stupid way it is no wonder that the people should, dislike them and that their — 
feelings should become excited. The natives of India are the most patient and 
peaceful race on earth, but even patience has a limit. Yesterday’s riots were 
due tothe new rule about the examination of corpses. ‘Let the corpses be 

| examined by all means if necessary, but let the examination be entrusted: to 

. doctors of the same community to which the dead body belongs and let the 
examination be suspended altogether in the case of those communities. which 
look upon touching a corpse as an act of pollution, We wish to assure Gov- 
ernment that our people are by no means ungrateful or treacherous.as alleged 
by the Times of India. If they had been so wicked, hundreds of Englishmen 

would have fallen victims to that wickedness during the past 18 months. We 
aré grateful to the English doctors and nurses who have risked their lives for 
our sake, The riots broke out because the Plague Committee is unable to do 
its work without offending the feelings of the people. Let Colonel Creagh, 
who has proved so popular at Poona, be. appointed to direct the plague opera- 
tions in Bombay. e have no doubt that. if he does come here, he will 
receive the co-operation of hundreds of educated gentlemen. We also. request 
Government to release Mr, Tilak without a moment’s.delay. He will be:of 
more use at this juncture than hundreds of soldiers. He commands the confi- 
= of the people, and, if released, would work hard for the suppression of the 


27. Weare extremely sorry to see Government repeating the-mistake of 
ae i ., employing soldiers in house-to-house inspection that 
ae “gs eit gg (18), 10th they did last year in Poona. How and where yester- . 
r., Eng. cols. eae : 
day’s riot first began is not exactly known, though 
to the rumours about a previous organisation and mutual understandings we 
cannot give any credence, Any such organisation means, time, and evi- 
dently a body of police that could not detect it in time must be a worse than a 
useless set of men. ‘To us, however, the riot seems to be the outburst of un- 
reasoning frenzy against removal to hospital or the employment. of soldiers, 
whom even.at this late stage the authorities will do well to withdraw. We are 
told that the lives of some Native leaders were considered to be in danger, or, at 
all events, they thought them to be so; but may we ask who these leaders are ? 
. At any rate, the so-called leaders have no power with the people, Some of these 
leaders are more self-styled than accepted as such by the masses. 


28. The Mumbai Vaibhav writes that the recent riot would clearly prove to 
eo Government. the dense ignorance that prevails among 
| rae pias Monta (69) 19th the thoughtless rioters, who were foolish enough to 
reas Pe en ape attack even plague hospitals which did an amount of 
good to them, and to lay violent hands on the nurses and the officials. The 
paper recommends that the Government should put forth every effort to remove 
this ignorance by spending more money on education, and, as a more immediate 
- measure, should give such instructions to the officials of the local Plague Com- 
mittee as would alleviate the trouble and annoyance caused to the people. [The 
same paper, in its issue of the 10th instant, while writing about the origin of the 
riot, observes that it was in no way premeditated, but was the outcome of 
stringent plague measures and the false rumours current about them,] — - 


29, Chapekar’s confession, which was corroborated by facts and incidents _ 
eae that were brought to light in consequence of the 
P Bombay ma, Court's Sian confession, could lead to mo conclusion, that it 
a Lk whch sea o —WaS his hand that killed Mr. Rand. There is a general 


on 


Damodar Ghabekar for mur- belief that there must have been one or more wire« 
dering Mr. Rand and Liev- pullers behind the scenes, but unfortunately there. is 
eae hai (128), 6 4, 20 evidence of such a nature yet forthcoming. That: 
Mar, Eng-cola . belief is so strong in the minds of some that they go 
ego far as to state that the Appeal Court should, instead 
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of confirming the sentence of death, have spared the life of the: murderer by 
transporting him for life, in the hope that he might-one day reveal the riames 
of those who were instrumental in inducing him to commit the murder. The 
Appeal Court, of course, could not have taken cognizance of such a contingency, 
and public opinion ought to be satisfied now that the cowardly murderer will 
soon expiate his crime on the gallows. 


30. We do not think that any lawyer will seriously quarrel with the ver- 
etek iss ek oe dict of the Poona jury or the decision of the High 
E spacing (184), Oth Mary Qourt. Although convictions on retracted confessions 
meee are not sustained in the Madras Presidency, they 
hold good in Western India, when the confessions are voluntary, full, consistent 
and circumstantial. Chapekar’ s confession was of this character. His own 
explanation of it has, of course, led to considerable speculation in some quarters, 
but, unsupported as it was by any legal evidence, was bound to be rejected 
by -a courtof law. The.strongest fact in favour of the contention that the 
confession was on the whole voluntary is that he implicated his own brother. 
But for his confession the tragedy might have remained a mystery even to-day. 
We are sorry the man after his full confession was keptin police custody con- 
trary to law, and treated with such exceptional kindness and indulgence as to 
give rise to all kinds of speculation in the minds of ignorant people. The 
action of the police officer, who is alleged to have pounced upon the papers rela- 
ting to his defence, was also a regrettable episode in connection with the trial 
before the Sessions Court at Poona. There was also a good deal of unnecessary 
delay in placing him before the Committing Magistrate. Barring these incidents 
the case ran the usual course of other trials. At least wecannot say that there 
has been any failure of justice, having regard to the state of the law as laid 
down in this presidency. But hundreds of culprits have hitherto been con- 
victed, sentenced and hanged under similar circumstances, and we cannot differ- 
entiate Chapekar’s case from their cases, though it hasattractedso much atten- 
tion on account of the romantic and tragic elements that surround it and 


the spurious and ee political importance that has been eawany 
attached to it. 


81. We think we are giving expression to the sense of a great portion 
ia of the public when we say that the confirmation in 
Mahratia (7), 6th Mar gil points of the sentence of death passed upon Cha- 
pekar by the Sessions Judge of Poona by the High Court was not quite expected. 
The whole case against Chapekar turned upon the point of a confession twice 
made, it is true, but ultimately retracted in the Sessions Court ; and though we 
cannot vouch for other pieces of evidence, we can say this much with regard 
to the confession that many were there who hesitated to put implicit faith 
in it, first because it ranged over an incredible extent of criminality, or, in 
other words, because Chapekar confessed too much, and, secondly, because at 
no stage of the entire proceedings against the accused, from the investigation 
by the police to the commitment by the Magistrate, was the confession 
separable from the mystic inuendo of a secret interview and a solemn agree- 
ment between the accused and Mr. Brewin who was the moving spirit of the 
important inquiry. It is best to forget the tragedy as well as its sequel. The 
murderers may be taken to be found out and at least one of the accused has 
been doomed to death beyond redemption, Humane justice and also legal 
justice have been done, and it is no business of man to look deeper. Ohapekar, | 
it must be confessed, got a pretty fair trial; and when he is hanged, as he is 
ordered to be on the 18th March, in the Reay Market, he need blame no 
one so much as himself for reasons which are obvious. 


32. It isa very significant fact that the Honourable Mr. Justice Ranade, 
“Shei Saydji Vijaya (20) who sat with the Honourable Mr. Justice Parsons to 
th Mar. ays Voy (0), hear Chapekar’s appeal, did not utter a single syllable 
__. throughout the proceedings. It is derogatcry to the 

lofty dignity of the High . Court that: Mr. Justice Parsons did not refute the 
rgumen 4 Mr. Branson. . The chief point in the learned Judge’s judgment 
er ns to be.that none but areal cu could furnish the information (contained 
1 the confession). _ Wea are 80 Ty thst Mr, Hamilton, w who told em I r that: he 
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a Magistrate at Bombay. Why was Chapekar confined in the Faraskhana 
police station at Poona) instead of in the jail? When the barber was 
living, why should his wife have been called to depose that he was dead? 
Why was Dravid selected as a witness, when others could have been called 
who knew Ohapekar better and more intimately? Could a weak and 
feeble man like Chapekar have done the deed? None of these important 
points was dealt with by Mr. Justice Parsons, and even the Times of India 
has taken His Lordship to task for it. If Chapekar is the real murderer of 
Mr, Rand none will feel sorry for his being hanged, but if he is not the real 
murderer, it is possible that many persons will have to pay the penalty of the 
gallows on the charge of having murdered Mr. Rand, just as several so-called 


‘Nana Sahebs’ were hanged after the mutiny of 1857, in the absence of the real 
one. 


38. We do not think that the general belief about Chapekar is that he 
: : is wholly innocent of the dastardly crime perpetrated 
Subodh Patrika (21), 6th Mar. oy the Jubilee night, But since satisfactory evidence 
connecting him directly with the murders is not forthcoming, it would have 
been better, in the view of a majority of persons, if he had been sentenced to 
transportation for life at the most. : 


34, From what we have read of the Chapekar case, we see no reason for 
any difference of opinion so far as the decisions of the 
Sessions Judge and the High Court are concerned. 

We, however, expected that the capital sentence might 

| | be reduced to one of transportation for life, but we 
were mistaken here. We do not think that the decision of the High Court will 

‘be subjected to much comment. [The Mumbai Vaibhav says :—lf the Bombay 

High Court had reduced Chapekar’s sentence to one of transportation for life, 
its decision would have given far more satisfaction to the general public; for, 
though Chapekar cannot be said to be innocent of the offence, there was no 
evidence, except his own confession, to prove beyond all doubt that it was he 
who actually committed the murders, We think the accused should have been 
given the benefit of the doubt and his sentence reduced as stated above. | 


35. If Damodar Chapekar was really the murderer of Mr. Rand and Lieu- 
ee si Ox tenant Ayerst he deserves to be hanged, but as we are 
wares (O14), th Mar. ‘not inclined to put implicit faith in the confession 
of the accused inthe absence of independent corroborative evidence, we think 
it would have been more appropriate if the sentence of transportation for life 
had been passed on him instead of the sentence of death. In the civilized coun- 
tries of Europe the confession of the accused has hardly any weight attached to 
it and we wish-the same principle were observed in this country. | 


a 
{ 


_ Dnydénodaya (14), 10th 
Mar. ;. Mumbat Vaibhav (69), 
4th Mar. | | 


36, <A fresh instance of justice as between black and white occurred 
ie at Poona last week. A private of the 2nd Royal 


Alleged instance of mis- Artillery, while under the influence of liquor, cut 


3 Te abeiake (BT , * Mar, the throat of a dhoolie bearer belonging to the Mili- 


tary hospital. He was placed upon his trial for this 


justice. It is a disgrace to the authorities that they should be © exhibiting such 


37. Referring to th 


Alleged injustice done in 
cases in which European sol- — 
iers aré accused of causing 
the death of Natives and its — , , OFLENG' po erro eee 
alleged effect on the conduct the Gurdkhi remarks :—The soldiers h 
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tribunal that tries them for it, they are invariably declared not guilty and 
escape all penalty. This proves that the J aa encourage them to commit 
heinous offences like that of murder. May we ask how the European. officers 
would like it, if the people who suffer at the hain of soldiers were themselves 
to avenge the injury done tothem? A Hindu is sent. to jail by a Court of 
justice for abusing a European, while soldiers are allowed to go scot-free even 
when they murder Natives. Such is the glory of civilisation | 


38. A correspondent from J erruck writes :—The people of this town are 
: _ _. subjected to considerable inconvenience by being 
| i's the reovle of  ODliged to go to Tatta for the registration of their 
Jerrack (Sind) by be yor ob- Sopnanente.” Some time ago it was rumoured that 
Niged to go to Tatta for the the Sub -Registrar of Tatta would hold his office at 


registration of their docu- Jerruck for a week every month. - Correspondence 


mente, on the subject is pending before the District Registrar 


- pone 208), ie of Karéchi. It was also rumoured that the arrange- 


ment regarding the Sub-Registrar_ of Tatta visiting 
k every month was sanctioned. But as yet nothing has been done to 
move the inconvenience complained of. ° 


Legislation. : 


i _— “What are you going to write about now ?;? This is the question put 
‘ to us by many persons after the passing of the Sedition 

Effect of the new law of Bill. They seem to think that all our independence 
seartion on journalistic inde- is gone and that we must henceforth publish only 

ence. 

" Lokaseva (59), 10th Mar. children’s stories in our columns, We, however, think 
: differently in the matter. A clear conscience has, 
we believe, nothing to fear. If sedition does not so much as enter dur thou ghts, 
why should we be afraid of the law of sedition? The. school-master’s birch 
descends only on naughty and mischievous boys. Of course.a foolish master 
will now and then flog even an unoffending boy, and similarly the amended law 
of sedition is likely to bring even honest journalists into trouble, But we are 
not going to be deterred from our duty on this account. We will continue to 
‘expose every act of injustice, oppression or official high-handedness that is 
‘brought to our notice and to draw the attention of the responsible authorities 
to it. We only request the public to f urnish us with | reliable information. 1 in 
such matters. , 


40, After all, the much dvended law of sedition is: passed. Notwith- 
Rajah 174), 2nd standing the strong protestations of the educated 
J. Sus. oo )» 2nd’ classes and those of such associations'as would carry 


. — . weight with any reasonable Government, the Govern- 
ment of Lord Elgin was. not pleased to give any heed to public opinion. 


: 


- The voice of the people is the voice of God” is a saying which is. respected 
‘by all the civilized nations of the world. Now it has been abundantly proved 
that the cry of the educated Indians is a cry in the wilderness. Our Legislative 
‘Councils are only a farce. The majority of the Councillors are officials and | 
tliey carry the day. Looking to the questions and answers in the Provincial 
Council, we have no hopes in the near future that the administration of this 


country will be carried on in accordance with the principles that render an 
administration beneficial to the people, ; 


“~ 


4. Sir Alexander stigmatises. the singilalified and manly way in which 
| the Bengal press denounced the Sedition Act as 
Remarks on the debate m4 hysterical ” and as the result of “a guilty con- 


the Supreme Legislative : 
Gil os ah 4, be v Science”! May we humbly tell His Honour that 


sedition. people with a’ gutlty conscience are usually cowards, 
Indu Prakésh (15), 7th since “conscience doth make cowards of us all’? 
ere Eng. cols. If Sir Alexander’s insinuation had been true, the 


. Bengal press, instead of stigmatizing the law as 


okey geste, 22 and a iealigte & would have called it “sweet and. gentle,” and. 


of calling Mr. Ohal 


almers a modern Solomon.in respect, of 
Db st, kindest and most a ered of — 
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17 
‘ ‘have caused His Excellency Lord Elgin and his colleagues many a sleep- 
' “Jess night. If “guilty conscience” has anything to do with anybody, we 
‘think it has a lot. to do with the savage utterances of Sir Alexander and 
others of his school. The second charge which this worthy official launches 
In the most reckless manner against what’ he calls “the Native press of the 
Bombay Presidency *” is a more serious affair. His Honour said in his 
speech, or rather senseless rigmarole as truth would like to call it, that 
the Bombay press ‘“ promulgated the most barefaced sedition.’ Well, in the 
name of the whole Native press in this presidency .we repudiate this reckless 

charge as utterly groundless, not to use a stronger expression. If the whole 
Bombay press had been retailing barefaced sedition, does His Honour think 
that. the Bombay authorities were so many fools in letting it go unpunished 

during all these days? Of course, Sir Alexander very assertively added that 
some of the offenders had been convicted.’’ Well, we know how they were 
convicted. Can it at all be called a “ conviction,’’ when millions in India and 
thousandsin England pronounce it to be unfair and as due to an unreasonable 
panic? But what follows is still more “ barefacedly ’’ ridiculous. His Honour 
says that “in his opinion it is owing to our own (Government’s) system of educa- 
tion that we owe all thistrouble”! We only pity His Honour for holding such 
afoolish opinion. “We taught them language,” says this impassioned apostle of 
 terrorism,’’ “ and their (Natives’) profit on it is, they know how to curse us.” 
But even this seems milky when compared with what follows, Sir Alexander 
says there is now “a class of discontented and semi-educated men pining for 
the plunder of the State and its offices”! A more reckless and monstrous 
charge was never yet made against the most loyal section of the Indian people— 
the educated classes, They and they alone are the chief support of ‘British 
rule in India, and it is because they are educated that Sir Alexander dared 
thus to traduce them. But the unkindest cut of all was the doubt which 
this omniscient official cast upon the sincerity of those countless millions who 
with throbbing hearts and thrilling voice rend the air with the loyal cry of 
“ Cheers for the Queen!” And this, forsooth, because they “ sympathise with 
convicted traitors !’’ We know whom Sir Alexander had in his mind when he 
uttered these words. ‘ Convicted ” Mr. Tilak is, but not one of the three hun- 
dred millions of India will call him a “traitor.” And it is absurd to say. that 
‘because we sympathise with him we are not sincere when we give turee “ cheers 
to the Queen”?! Mr. Max Muller and a thousand other Englishmen sympathise 
with Mr, Tilak and yet give three “ cheers to the Queen.” Will Sir Alexander 

dare stigmatise them as disloyal on that account ? | pe a | 


42. The Government of Lord Elgin seems determined to do everything 
in its power. to render the people miserable. The 
Remarks on the Stamp Act Legal Member of the Viceroy’s Council apparently 
” Shri Saydjt Vijaya (20), 
5th Mar., Eng. cols. os 


possesses a rare ingé uity for devising cruel and op- 
pressive enactments. - The uncalled for sedition law : 
| Is about to be followed by an equally uncalled for 
‘and oppressive fiscal legislation—the amended Stamp Act. Some one has said 
that the ways of Providence are strange ; those of the Government of India appear 
to be stranger still. The object in amending the Stamp Act is said to be to 
‘assimilate the stamp law of India with that of England. The conditions of the 
 ¢two countries and the manner of administering their revenues are so wide apart 
that it is altogether unnecessary, we might say nearly impossible, to assimilate 
the modes of taxation in both. Butif the task is be attempted, it is but 
fair to expect that the assimilation shall be com ee and not one-sided, only. 
But, strange as it may appear, in this precious Bill the provisions of the English 
law in favour of the subjects are left out, while those prejudicial to their | 
interests are carefully put in. The Bombay Presidency Association has clearly 


A 


ware 


noted this contrast in a statement appended to its well considered and carefully 

digested representation on the subject. The proposed amendments in. the oe 
stamp law are likely to fall more heavily on the poorer classes—the agricule =- 

_ turist, the labourer, the mechanic, the petty shopkeeper and such like—asan —s" 

~ increase of duty is sought in respect of two of the instruments in most common 
use in all classes of society, viz., acknowledgments and deeds of mortgage. - 
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Education. 


ae 48, The Shivaji cult has to answer much for the several recent political 
i : | disturbances in the presidency. ‘It has brought into 
i Teo amgage on ne cnn existence the new law of sedition, appreciably curtail: 
Ve gvetinaens: ‘regniding tk, -ing-the liberty of the. press; it has given almost a 
" eonduct of certain teachers in’ death-blow to higher education; and_ besides setti 
the service of the Ahmed- the rulers and the ruled by the ears, it has brought 


nagar Education Society.  —- ¢y, | . : “ep See 
Bas i Goftar (128), 6th Mar., in its train a number of political disturbances which 


Eng. cols. will for ever darken the pages of the history of this 
ae at one time most loyal and peaceful presidency. 

Mr. Giles, the present very energetic Director of Public Instruction, has 
brought three of the Brahmin teachers of the Ahmednagar Education Society's 

High School to book, the head master for making and the others for publishing 

~ ina Marathi newspaper a speech which, as far as its seditious language is cons 

cerned, is on all fours with the publications for which their respective authors 

gre now serving their time in jail. The letter of the Director of Public In- 

struction and the Government resolution on the same conclusively prove the 

desirability and necessity of giving chargé of the several High Schools in the 

presidency to European and Parsi head masters only. The Brahmins and 
other classes of Hindus have sympathy for the Congress, which, we need hardly 
say, is at the bottom of all this mischief. zy 


44, The Subodh Patrika, in commenting on the same resolution, says that 
Gihodh Patbibe (21), Oh Mr. Modak’s speech was childish and inconsiderate 
Mee Se and that the penalty inflicted upon him for having 
ee made it is by no means severe. The paper adds that 
the late Mr. Vishnu Shastri Chiplunkar was the first to set the lesson of sowing 
the seeds of false patriotism in the minds of young pupils, and that Tilak and 
others encouraged that tendency to such an extent that the presidency has to- 
day to experience the bitter fruit thereof. The paper hopes that now at least the 
eyes of the people will be opened and the tone and tendency of the teaching 
imparted in schools made more healthy and wholesome than it is. 


45. -A Bombay Government resolution has been published, in which the 
es conduct of certain school-masters is commented upon, 
Champion (2), 6th Mar, and some of them are dismissed from their appoint- 
ments. Let us at once say that we do not see how the Government could have 
helped themselves. If a person, in a school supported by State money, thinks 
it his duty to excite to rebellion, that person must not be surprised if the 
authorities dismiss him from his post. This much, therefore, we can say on 
behalf of Lord Sandhurst and his advisers. But it is a different mat ter ordering 
that no school-master shall take part in political writing and acti vity, and by 
thus ordering, the Government have done an absurd and impossible thing. Men 
will take their share, especially British citizens, in political activity—Govern- _ 

ment resolution or no Government resolution, and we are certain that this order. 
will fall into oblivion when the present unrest has-disappeared. However, 
that is ‘another aspect of the question; but, so far as Mr. Modak and his col- 
leagues are concerned, we are certainly inclined to say that they deserve their 
fate. We are informed they are young ; let us hope it is so, and we shall then 
not be too hard upon them. But we wish to impress upon our readers that no 
Government in the world would allow its servants, especially those engaged in 
teaching youths, to preach revolutionary doctrines, and if our authorities here 
dismiss those who preach folly, they (the dismissed) must put up: with the 

— consequences. ae pce De See 

. 46. The Ahmednagar Education Society itself has not defended the 
upsets Les _ conduct of its subordinates, and the head master’s 
Le Pole bg (114), 6th Mer, Original indiscretion is certainly not lessened by his 
Se pes: ics nee Rea second indiscretion in neither explaining his speech 


ologising for it. We have always thought that if teachers or professors: 
ducational institutions did take part in political agitation, an. un-° 


eo between them and the 


a 


19’ 
a 
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authorities. To receive grants-in-aid from Government and at the same time 
to’ pose as their ‘ critics are ‘somewhat inconsistent functions, which cannot be 


safely discharged except by persons gifted with more than average caution, 
Sobriety and'sagacity. From one point of view we do not much regret the 
principle that’Government have laid down as to the necessity of teachers and 
professors in’ Government or aided institutions dissociating themselves from 
political movements; because it would confine their activities to their proper 
sphere in which there is vast scope for the exercise of trained intellect and 
unlimited energy. This specialization in the department of education is devoutly 
to be wished for. We have no desire to defend follies and indiscretions, nor are 
we quite inclined to blame Government for the step they have sanctioned. — 


47. The resolution “e curious document, betraying the depth of distrust 
about the loyalty of Her’ Majesty’s subjects in ‘the 
ee ee minds of the wane nsible rolebe of the seatdenio. It 
reduces all teachers in aided private institutions to the position of Government 
servants, who are to behave according to the will and whim of their superiors, 
In fact, they are to be considered as Government servants minus all the 
advantages of pay and pension. We must confess that after a critical perusal 
‘of the passages.quoted by Mr. Giles we were unable to smell in them prepa- 
rations for another mutiny. We assure Mr. Giles that the Shivaji movement 
is by no means a political movement in the proper acceptation of the phrase. 
It is nothing but an hunible attempt to supplement the endeavours of the 
Bombay University to revive the national character of the Maharashtra by 
keeping the memory of the great heroes of our nation green in the minds of the 
rising generation. Had Mr, Giles looked at things properly, he would never 
have gone beyond stating that Mr. Modak’s speech was injudicious or indiscreet. 
We ‘request Mr. Giles to glance at the Jubilee issue of the Sudarshan of 19th 
June 1897, printed in colours, with an exquisite bust and loyal and affectionate 
praise of Her Majesty, in prose and verse, in Sanskrit and Marathi, followed by 
a short life of our beloved Empress wherein are stated the manifold advantages 
India derives from British rule. Place that issue of the Sudarshan side by side 
with the Jubilee issue of the Times of India (we have now both of them before 
us), or of any newspaper in the Bombay Presidency, and you will be shocked 
to know that the school-masters connected with that paper have been stigmatised 
as disloyal and mischievous by Mr. Giles. -We are pained to think that the 
recent Government resolution indicates few signs of liberal statesmanship. ; 


48. We have not a word to say against the dismissal of Mr. Modak. We. 
i a are of opinion that it was a right move. But then to 
ae oo (1), 7th issue a peremptory resolution to the effect that “ teach- 
cs ee ers and professors should not take a part in political 
agitation ”’ is, to say the least, a harsh and unnecessary proceeding. Because 
there are one or two people who never think of the “ fitness of things,” to make ~ 
a general rule that no teachers or professors should discuss politics, is absurd and 
illogical. Aye, if anybody has a right to discuss politics and the various 
questions of public and national interests that are always in the arena .of 
politics, it is the teachers and professors. It is they that ought to discuss 
politics and educate the people to enable them to understand where and what 
they are and where and what they ought to be. It is better that enlightened 
and honest professors should dabble in politics than ignorant and violent dema- 
gogues. Where would England have been but for the political “ dons” of Cam- 
bridge and Oxford ? ; 


49, Every thoughtful man must regret that the resolution of the Bombay 
are : Government regarding the conduct of certain teachers 
Kesart (54), 8th Mar. = in the Ahmednagar High School should reduce to 
servitude those noble workers like the late Mr. V. K, Chiplunkar, who started 
educational institutions at considerable self-sacrifice with the object of serving the 
cause of their country according to their best and independent lights. The 
slight pecuniary assistance which private institutions get from Government is 
in recognition of the services to the country of their promoters and is in no way 
a remuneration for their work. It does not, therefore, become either the generosity _ 
or the statesmanship of Government to look upon such educational grants from 
a trader’s point of view. To give thousands of rupees annually to certain men 
and thereby accustom them to a better style of life and then, after their 
con 1929—6 ; | 


i) oe 


20 


<a is thoroughly humbled, suddenly to make them toil according to your 
pleasure is like the policy of a crooked and wily statesman and is hardly 
creditable to the Educational Department. We hope the self-sacrificing 
workers in the Maharashtra will stand this critical test creditably. We 
read the extracts selected by Mr. Giles from Mr. Modak’s speech critically, but 


failed to discover therein that sentiments befitting a rebel like Tatya Topi or 


Nana Saheb lurked in the speaker’s mind. If Government had shared Mr. Giles’ 
silly opinion about the tendency of Mr. Modak’s speech, they would never 
have been content with his mere dismissal. It was only natural that the proprie- 
tors of the Sudarshan should give publicity in their paper to the speech of an 
educated man like-Mr. Modak. They could never have dreamt that that speech 
would be looked upon as seditious. If Mr. Giles had seen the Jubilee issue of 
the Sudarshan, which is full of loyal sentiments, he would never have recom- 
mended the dismissal of its proprietors. In short, Mr. Giles made his report 
without taking all things into consideration, and the resolution issued by Gov- 


ernment does no credit to their stalesmanship. | 


50. The concluding paragraph of the resolution recently issued by the Bombay 
Shes i sk Government regarding the conduct of certain teachers 
udhdrak (28), 7th Mar. = in the Ahmednagar High School is, in our opinion, 
very dangerous, as it summarily'takes away the liberty of the subjects, We do not 
like that even Government servants should be debarred from taking part in 
political agitation simply because they have accepted service under Govern- 
ment, But the resolution in question imposes the disability on even the 
teachers in private schools and colleges. It is one thing to advise teachers not 
to allow their minds to be diverted by anything not falling within their proper . 
sphere of work, but quite another to bind them down absolutely by a prohibitive 
resolution. It may be that a school-master succeeds better in his work by 
keeping aloof from other movements, but it by no means follows that his 
taking part in political agitation will necessarily produce a bad effect upon the 
minds of his pupils. It is possible that a school-master may preach sedition to 
his pupils by making a speech afterthe manner of the head master of Nagar. 
But such a speech will be sedition, not in the mouth of a school-master alone, but 
also of any one else. Alsoitis not every school-master that preaches sedition 
to his pupils. If any one is found to preach it, let him be asked to explain his 
conduct. Let not honest and legitimate political activity be confounded with 
seditious utterances and placed under ban so far as the school-masters are 
concerned. : 


51. The Broach Samachar, while criticizing the resolution, approves of 
pe en kee an the penalties imposed on the teachers in the Ahmed- 
sak tee amachar (112); nagar Education Society’s High School, but takes 
: exception to the last paragraph of it which lays down 
that school-masters in Government or aided schools should take no part in political . 
agitation, and observes that the principle enunciated in that paragraph is in 
keeping with the general policy pursued by Government ever since the Poona 
tragedy. The paper hopes that the distrust in the mind of Government about 
the people will soon be removed and that the resolution and other similar 
measures will soon be cancelled. 


52. The Mumbai Vaibhav also expresses somewhat similar sentiments and 
says that it is simply improper on the part of Govern- 
ment to lay down that teachers should not deliver 
even good, sound, political speeches, that the Govern- 
ment has no right to take away the right of free speech in this manner, and that 
it should cancel at an early date this objectionable part of its resolution. 


53. Everybody knows how anxious the late Mr. Jacob was to establish 
‘a Female Training College at Hyderabad and what 


-Remarks on the present +4. : SAO : 
state of the Female Training i2terest he took in furthering it. Whether the result 


lece at Hvderabad (Sind) i8 commensurate with the expense we do not care to. 
erg alleged ipl ot give anopinion. Suffice it to say that the working 
appointing a male teacherin of the Female College is not watched so carefully now - 
ep abhae (205) 19th Feb, 28 in Mr. Jacob’s time; otherwise the proposal to 
TONE NID SSS axyyoint a male teacher to teach girls would never 
“have been made. = oe 


Mumbai Vaibhav (6), 7th 
Mar, 3 


91 
Native States, 


54. When the posts of Political Agents at the Courts of Native Chiefs 
: - were originally created, the principal duties of these 
Remarks on the mannerin officers were to look to the general proteetion of the 


which Political Agents, Resi- . ° ba 
dents, é&o., discharge. their Chiefs and their subjects and to keep an eye on the 


duties. former lest they turn disloyal to the paramount power. 
Hitechchhu (146), 10th ‘The Political Agents were then the sincerest friends of 
Mar. the Chiefs, but at the present day the relations between 


the parties have considerably changed and the Political 
Agent is the friend of the Chief only in name. The Chief is many times a pup- 
pet in the hands of the Political Agent, andif he keeps the Agent in good 
humour the latter does not care to look into the grievances of the subjects 
against the Chief; whereas if the Political Agent happens to be displeased with 
the Chief he listens readily to the grievances of the rayats. We do not say 
that the authority of the Political Agent should in any way be curtailed, but 
what we want is that it should be exercised in promoting the general welfare of 
the State, as by encouraging the development of the latent resources of the 
Native States and encouraging economy in the administration. 


Intelligence extracted from the Press. 


55. The sedition law has placed both Government and the pressin an 

| : awkward position. We cannot publish a rumour 

Fears entertained about a about a threatened disturbance in the city without 

disturbance in Bom’ gy, Sufficient proofs, nor, on the other hand, can we 

uM a ee suppress the rumour altogether for want of proof. The 

class of illiterate persons is very large in Bombay, and 

in spite of the persuasions of their more enlightened brethren they are likely 

to resort to violence on the least provocation, There is a strong public feeling 

against the local Plague Committee and its operations, especially in the matter 

of the death certificates, There is the talk of a strike in the air. We hope 

Government will take prompt steps to prevent a disturbance and to allay the 
excitement among the people. , 


56. Agrand public meeting of the different sections of the Muham- 
madan community was held yesterday at Muzafier- 

Public meeting of the abad, Bombay, to express their strong disapproval of 
Muhammadans of Bombay in the new rules with regard to death certificates which 


a oes gen ene. the Government intend to enforce shortly. Moulvi’ 


cates. Hidayatulla, president of the meeting, explained its 
Akhbér-e-Ielém (128), 7th Objects and said that it was the duty of them all to 
Mar. assist Government in enforcing plague measures, but 


that at the same time they should invite the attention 
of Government to such rules as were opposed to their religion. It was then 
resolved that a petition should be forwarded to Government on behalf of the 
Muhammadans stating that the intended rules regarding death certificates were 
opposed to the Muhammadan religion and that, therefore, the petitioners regretted 
their inability to accept them. It was also resolved to appoint a committee 
to carry out the object of the first resolution. 


57. It is stated that the piece-goods merchants and the shop-keepers in 

the local cloth markets are seriously dissatisfied with 

Threatened suspension of the excessive rigour of the plague measures and that 
piece-goods a other busi- they intend closing their shops and going on strike till 
ate * Goftdy " (128), 6th their grievances are redressed. Among the plague 
Mar, ; Akhbdr-e-Islam (128), measures which are objected to may be mentioned 
7th Mar. quarantine, which has crippled trade and subjected the 
merchants to heavy losses, the presence of the military 

with the search parties, and the death registration certificates. The Muham- 
madans have the strongest objection to the last measure as violating their re- 
ligious susceptibilities. It is said that the grain-dealers are also prepared to follow 
the example of the cloth-dealers. [In alluding to the above, the Akhbarr-e-Isldm 
also writes that a general strike is imminent in the city as gathered from the 


Ps 


_ above report and the strong rumours current for some days, and that it behoves 
a the leaders of the various communities to’ conéert measures to prevent strikes. 


58. A meeting of the leading inhabi te of Poona was held in the hall oe 
| | of the Native General Library on Saturday last, and a ies 
Farewell pan supari parties it was resolved to give a pan supart party to Colonel | 
fe ag in honour of Qulonel Qreagh and his co-workers; A sum-of Rs. 300 was | 
gh, Chairman of the 
Poona Plague Committee. subscribed on the spot and asmall Committee was 
Dnydén Chakshu (13), 9th appointed to. give effect to the resolution. Pan : 
Mar. supart parties are being given to Colonel Creaghin 
: various parts of the town and they testify to the great 
popularity of that gentleman. Last Monday Shet. Hindumal Balmukund 
vited Colonel Creagh and Surgeon-Major Reade to a pan supari party at his 
hous and speeches were made on the occasion, eulogising the good work done 
by them during the last four months in successfully coping with the plague. 
e Native volunteers bade good-bye to Colonel Creagh on Sunday last at the 
Native General Library. The Colonel thanked the- volunteers for the great 
2 they rendered him in carrying out the measures against the plague. On 
Monday last the inhabitants of Shanwar and Sadashiv Peths welcomed 
Colonél Creagh to a party in Gadre’s Wada, where he was publicly thanked 
2 for having stamped out the plague without offending the feelings of the 
ple. The inhabitants of Budhwar Peth give a similar party in honour of 
the Colonel this evening. : 


59. On Saturday evening last a , fire broke out in the health camp erected 
pares near the railway station for the accommodation of the 
a : Pisoni <a ina health inhabitants of infected parts in Belgaum, and about 
— "Ohikiteak (32), 2nd Mar, 35 huts were reduced ‘to ashes. One boy, one old 
| ) woman and two cows were burnt to death, while 
Be another old woman has received serious burns all over the body. One or two 
. charitable gentlemen relieved the wants of the poor sufferers by the fire. “In 
this hot season it behoves Government to take care of the ‘safety of the occupants 
: | of ‘the segregation huts, which are thatched with grass, and it would be well, 
{ indeed, if the people were now to be freed from the bother of quarantine and | 
Bee egregation altogether. se. gran 


eee G. M. SATHE, 
Reporter ov the Native Press. 


Office of the Reporter on the Native Press, | | 
New Secretariat, Bombay, 15th March 1898. 
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Politics and the Public Administration— ; i 


Bubonic plague: | es | | ae 
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Plague operations at Kotri (Sind): Grievances of the people of Kotri i. 
in regard to death certificates ... aes vee iw he a, 
Plague operations in Bombay : 7 al 

Bombay Plague Committee and ture pee: oes 26 & 27 Peie. 

Bombay Plague Committee considered a failure and the transfer of ie 

its work #6 the Bombay Municipality recommended a 2 ee 


Bombay riots 6f 9th March atid ‘the plague operations of the Bom- } 
bay Plague Committee _... hi us se vee 16—25. a 
Oommenté on the pro wodifications mM the— .., ee 30 | 
_ . . His Excellency. Lord Satidbsrst’s speeck on — ata meeting of the ‘| 
ae Justices of thé Peace specially cofivened by His Lordship in the =f 
; Town Hall ere : 7 eee | 2 eee. | eee my) 14 & 15 : ) 

: Remedies to mitigate plague grievances. .... sie na ae 
Plague policy of Governmerit: : ae 
The — and the alleged mutual distrust of the people and Govern- : 
ment — ore i, wee : eas es 13 ae 
: Potal non-interférence with the plague recommended. ... ; 
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(For the week ending 19th March 1898.) - 


i No, Names of Newspapers. : Place of Publication , Edition. Number of 


ENGLISH. | og hee 


The Bombay East Indian... «.  ...| Bombay re , =n ae 5 
99 Champion... eee eee ese eee Do. eee eee Do. eee eee 500 as 41 
9 es fe Prakash eee PTY) eee coe Poona 9e eee ee Do. eee TT: 350 x Re 
»» Indian Spectator and Voice ofIndia_ ...} Bombay +e il De as vii 800 5 ea 
9 Karachi Chronicle eee eco eee Karachi eee ee Do. eee ece 150 : : ef 
», WKA&thidwdr Times vee ee coo] Rajkot od Dail és "5 A 
» Mahrattar... ‘bs te a ee woof Weekly ,., iad 500 a 
9) Phoenix we aa cee es ee} Karachi see ...| Bi-weekly. a 400 : a 

» Quarterly Journal of the Poona Sarva- . 2 

janik Sabha ... 0 so sect ROODR .e. oon .-| Quarterly val 500 at 

»» Railway Advocate ...  ... soe} Hubli... ss ...| Weekly ,,, sei 300 

¥“s Sind Times eee eee see eos Karachi ; eee eee Bi-weekly eee 300 


‘Orr G2 BO 


= © Cf CO ~I O3 


—a 


| | ANGLO-MaRATBI. | oe 


12 | The Din Bandhu ... oP ae -»ot Bombay se ...| Weekly ... ine 1,000 {oa a 
Re ee ee | Pee ee ge ae ee 1,000 7. 

, Dnyénoday& ie ve a ---, Bombay ee oe Be ce iad 50é a 
) In u Prakash eee eee eee eee Do. *e: Th ees Bi-weekly eee 900 7 1 ii 
16 » Kaémgdr or Workm ios og RS Do. eee woof Weekly ,,, Gad 1,700 | ‘ 
17 » ment . . ses én ae .».| Poona... és sesh ae aa sia 800 a 
18 | , Native Opinion ... « ... «| Bombay vee ve D-weekly ee 700 ee 
19 | , Prabhakar site is one. pag ae Daily “ + 500 te 
90 », Shri Saydji Vijay bas ‘se .».| Baroda... ia: ...) bi-weekly ces 2,500 = oy 
21 » Subodh Patrika... .. 4. «| Bombay ves svc] WOOLY 5, | 000 450 te 
99, »» Sudharak,., ene ‘ws wie oat FOODA.... mes coe EM eg me 3,000 lf 
23 » Vartdhar ... — ae sa »».| Bombay ae i a eae a 1,500 : : 


MaRATHI, 


94. |The Aram oc. - ce oe . .».| Bombay ae ...| Fortnightly _,.. 500 ! 

25 » Arunoday& ‘as 4 Th Weekly’... .. 700 aos 
el, A ie cs Ss I me a I a a 205 <i 

27 99 Belgaum Samfchar eee eee. eee Belgaum eee eee Do. ey eee 948 7 nt fs t _ 
28 9 Bhat eee eee coe eee eee Bombay eve ...| Fortnightly wae 1,006 | i : 
29. 9 : Chandanshu eee ese eee eee T nh eee eee Weekly eee eee 100 i zs i 4 
30 rT) Chandrakant eee eee eee ‘ @ee C i odi eve cia Do. eee eeu 900 : oe 4 A 


$ 


32 y) Chikitsak... ees eee eon eee Belgaum aa elie Do. eve ees 65G Sa a 3 : q 
33 » Chitragupta .. bas ee Ra © ee re et Sas eee wai 200 ae 
34 » Daivadnya Mitr’ eee eee e+} Bombay ca .»»| Monthly ... was 500 ee 
35 a ——— Samachar ... “ ae Do. iis oe Ses ov 300 " 
36 | ,, Dakhan Samachar ace wee = eve Chiko ie a ee ee ae 500 | 
37 9 Dakshin Vritt eee ese eee eee k olhapur eee ea Weekly eee rt 160 Z 2 
38 » Deshakdlavartamén ... by ee} Erandol is sil ee des ae 60 a 
Dhanada... page 


eee eee eae ote eee Do. e008 
eee eee | eee Bombay ees ees Monthly... eee 
eee a ee oe Poona... eee eee Weekly “a eee 

Ets Do. | ies coe ae ae ‘e 
eee *e- | eas Bomba eee eee . on Ly Seb eco 
eee eee oes fonts. eee eee Weekly af 
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No. Names of Newspapers, _ «| Place of Publication, | dition. Copies tesned : 


oy Mara THI—continued, 2 | 


ee 66 | The Mitra and Gorakshan Samfchér soof POONA v0. ane .».| Monthly ... ees 500 
67 », Mitrodaya os oon te -oo| Satara... sus .o| Weekly ... jue 150 
68 »» Moda Vritt sis ves ‘a sock WERE: aes son oof DO. a ier 1,200 
69 ” Mumbai Vaibhav bee eee eee Bombay eee eee Daily eee coe 1,300 
70 » Nagar SamAchér... ie hes .-| Ahmednagar ... «| Weekly ... ie 100 
71 99 Nasik Vaibhav eee oes i) ese Nasik eee ees eee Do. eee eee eee ‘ 
Aes 72 99 Nasik Vritt eee eee eee eee Do. eee eee eee Do. eee tes 400 
oe 73 » Nipdni Vaibhav... = «»» ovo sooo SNIPAMI... Sy ee). ee eee 104 
: 74 » Nydy& Sindhu ... iss dee .«| Ahmednagar ,.. wa ee wa 300 
75 » Yanchdénan eo ae ee a ne a EN ae 170 
ace 76 » Pandhari Bhushan i see »+-| Pandharpur ov il ee a ee 225 
77. | » Pandheri Mite... 3 nn toss ts Do. eee a ee er 
78 », Pen Samdcha. ... ny fe sc EOD ccs sa sie DOK ees ve 200 : 
ae ey | », Poona Vaibhav ... oy ee veo] POONA oo. ane Ae Ghee; Seeger és 1,300 
'- 80 », Prabodh Chandrika _... vas ...| Jalgaon si iit DOS te ei 40 
3 81 5 LPrabodh Ratna ... — is c0.| DATS vee ~“ al aes ot 140 
Pratod ... ae és men ...| Lsl4mpur $60 ao? ee See ea 300 
83 » Raghav Bhushan ese ave | Leola ... si ‘veh ee id 200 
| eae 84 » Ratnakar ... es ve ved ...| Kaladgi s0s oh SG ene ies 25 
85 » SadyasthityAdarsh sus os ves] POONA oo. a »»-| Monthly... sn 100 
86 » Sansthdnik ee eee ove ...| Chikodi > =«=—s ove! Fortnightly = «. 500 
a 87 ” Satya Sadan ve0 eee eee coe Alibag... eee eee Do. cool - 300 
88 55 Saty& Shodhak ... si ian | Ratnagiri sie. Week NAY Nc ae 600 
89 » satyavakta — ne on | Vengurla  .. cask aoe aa ost iva 
7 90 » Shikshak ... ies eas ‘as | Chikodi se osel  DOu. * vas ii 250 : 
: 91 » Shol4pur Samachér _.... ins ..| Sholapur sao ee as ins 375 
: 92 3» Shubh Suchak ... ‘ii see woof MBLATA ... sie se ee eo Ae ove 250 
oe 93 », Sudarshan ca wo ae svt Ahmednagar ane ee Ree) eee jaa 175 
94 » Sudhakar sit ane ie oil RI: . ee és me aoe eee me 275 
ab 95 a OE cy ct “ete sis sedi ht re an il ees 200 
: OG 1 yo. TORAPAM 4... --0s vee. “eeu. ‘onal RMOGDOGOD ,., ve8] | Dy. eas: ese ove 
Ss 97 » Udyogavriddhi ... oi Sia ...| Poona ... aS ek 2 ees os 400 
3] 98 7) Vartadarsha eee | eee ese eee Ma4lvan eee eee Do. | 
* “ f 99 99 Vartaéhar Lee eee eee eee eee Bombay 98: eee Tri-weekly eee 700 
% - 400 » Vérténidhi oe ie ...| Poona ... eee ...| Weekly ... oe 1,500 
, er 101 9 Vatandar... eee eee eee 660 Bij4pur eee ees Do. eos eee 350 
% . : z 102 9 Vengurla Vritt eee eco eee eee 
ee 103 » Vichdéri ... ise bic Dee : 
2 104 » Vidya Vilds ii can an .. Kolh4pur ae po es ae veal 550 
eS 105 9 Vikshipta eee eee sae eee ene Bombay ee ery Do. wai 1,809 
Hoes 106 » Virashaivamata Prakésh .. .. Akalkot i nee eae: «SEE ss 106 
; 107 | ,, Vividh Dnyén Vistér ... ... __...{| Bombay one oso INU a5 oS es 550 
| es ee errr Se | a ae 400 
z 109 9”? Vritt Sindhu eee eee ese see Karwar... eee eve Do. cba 
eS 110 »  Vritt Sudha ae on oe co 2 So eee ooeh DMO a i 110 : 
; 111 | 99 Vy4pari eee eee eee eve nes Poona eee ee ese Do. eee eos 500 


ANGLO-GUJARA’TI. | 


112 |The Broach Sam4chér ee coe = ove] Weekly 0... ove 200 
113 » Deshabhakta eS ...| Baroda i sol Ee > hws 
114 9 GujarAti eee eee eee eee ese Bombay eee ath: Do. eee eee 3,000 
Alb |. ,, Gujarét Mitr’... 3... ws wo} SUrat ... ae on ae) ae 700 
| », Gujarét Satya Samsher ... si: aa eee tee eee) SE ‘as 225 
: 117 » Hindi Punc dee 

ie 118 99 Hindusthaén eee eco one eee Do. eee een Do. eos ) eos 950 
S + a 119 99 Independent see eee ese ese Do. eee eee Do. eee te°0 500 
: Hos ¢ ‘ 120 99 Kaiser-e-Hind eee eso eee eee Do. eee cost Do. : eee eee 2,700 
eo 121 | ,, Kéthidwdr News... ..,  ... ..{ Béjkot.. 0 wf Bi-weekly —.., a 
. 422 | ,, Panch Mahdi Times ...  ... _ ...| Godhra soe = see] Weekly... ae 400 
133 9 Rast Goftar ies: @60 eee ‘ee coo} Bombay : eee sd Do. eee eee 1,700 

124 » Shri SayAji Vijaya on ae ..»| Baroda nas sek DDS ce ee ‘a 2,000 

125 Suryé Prakash .., . Surat | Do. | 200 
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Gusara’Ti—continued, 


The Din Mani 


» Dny&n Sudha... eee 
»  Dnyda Vardhak ... te 
¥ rho is oc ‘ee 
99 a eee eee ee6¢ 
———_. 
», Hitechchhu _... sas 
99 J4&m-e-J amshed eee eee 
»» dangali ... ia ee 
5, Kachha Samachér ve 
» Kaira Khetiwddi Patra .., 
» Kaira Vartaman ... ee 
» K&thidwdadno Himéyati... 
» Kathidwdér Krishi oes 
» Ka&thidwdr Times... uae 
» Kelavni ... oes ie 
» Nure Elam evs te 
» Nydyadarshak ... se 
» Praja Mitra 00 sea 
»» raja Pokér ie 
» RAjyabhakté _... ie 
5, Samsher Bahadur - 
5» Saty&’ Mitré see se 
» Satyavakta see iis 
bh) Stri Bodh... eee ees 
9) stri Mitra ee ie 
» surat Akhbér .,,.. ne 
5, svadesh Bandhu ... ioe 
5, Udichya Hitechchhu Patra 
» Vaishnava... ove jes 
» WVishvadarshan ... oh 
»  Vyapak .. a es 
ANGLO-K4'NARESE. 
The Hubli Patra im 


ENGLISH, MARATHI AND KANARBESE. 


The Karn&tak Patri ... 
., ‘Béjahansa 


99 
? 
99 
99 


The Chandroday% 


Karnatak Vaibhav 
Karnatak Vritt ... 


Lok& Bandhu 


Lok& Mitra 


Ma 
Rasik 


Satya Vritt 
Subodh Chandrika 


Vidya Santen Patra 


Manra’rHt AND Ka’NARESB. 


The Chandrika 
» Siddheshvar 


The Shri Venkateshvar Saméchér 


The Aina-i-Hind 
Alam Aphroz Bambai 


39 


- Muslim 


Azad Punch 
India Gazette — 
Justice of the Peace 
-e-Aa 
: De 


Munsif-i 


- pe 


Herald 
Hav 
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7. 
Politics and the Public Administration. 


1, Itis satisfactory to learn that the frontier war is coming to a close, 

It is needless to say that we ourselves, like so many 

Satisfaction expressed'at others, have longed: for peace on the frontier, and» 
pod wo end of the the peace that now promises to come is all the same 
Mahratta (7), 13th Mar.  2greeable to us, though we cannot but feel ashamed 


of the sacrifice at which it. was obtained. 


2. The Honourable Mr. Roberts moved his resolution condemning the 
, repressive policy of Government in India, in Parlia- 
ment on the 18th ultimo. The imprisonment of the 
ak » Aiea rr eed Natu brothers, the press prosecutions and the new 
moved by the Honourable law of sedition formed the chief theme of Mr. Roberts’ 
Mr. Roberts. speech. The reply of the Secretary of State for India 
Kesart (54), 15th Mar. to Mr. Roberts’ indictment shows the poverty: of talent 
in the ranks of the Conservative party. Lord George 
Hamilton stated plainly that Mr. Tilak’s writings were clearly an incitement to 
assassination. Even the Advocate General did not connect Tilak’s writings 
with the Poona murders so confidently while conducting the prosecution 
against the editor of the Kesari. With regard to the law of sedition, Lord 
George remarked that there was practically no difference between the old law 
and the new law and that the Indian law of sedition resembled the English law 
on the subject. If our readers will compare this statement of the Secretary of 
State with the speech of the Honourable Mr. Chalmers in the Supreme Legisla- 
tive Council when the Sedition. Bill was passed into law, they will find how 
Englisn politicians are in the habit of making random and inconsistent assertions 
to suit the purpose in hand, The statement of the Secretary of State with 
regard to the Natu brothers was still more ridiculous. We must not forget 
that the Secretary of State does not confidently assert that the signature 
attached to the letter received by the nurse is really that of one of the Natu 
brothers. We may grant for a moment that Government found no law suitable 
to deal with this subtle form of mischief, but were they equally unable to hit 
upon a suitable law to deal with the other alleged mischief of the Natus, viz., 
tutoring a police constable to make 4 false assertion? ‘That a Government 
should resort to Regulation XXV of 1827 in order to deal with mischief-mongers 
is like bringing its own administration into ridicule. 


Comments on the debate in 


3. With reference to the statements regarding the Natu _ brothers 
i in the speech of Lord George Hamilton in the- 
wor rabsich (6%), House of Commons, the Dunydn Prakdsh raises the 
: following queries:—Does not the published corres- 
pondence between Messrs. Lamb and Bala Saheb Natu show that the ‘object 
of the latter was not to hamper the plague administration, but to complain 
against those who erred in enforcing the plague regulations? Who took 
down the deposition of the nurse regarding the threatening letter sent to her 
and purporting to be signed by one of the Natus? Why was the letter kept 
a secret so long and what do the doubtful words italicised in the last sentence 
really mean? Did the nurse lose practice owing to the letter or owing to the 
depression of business all round? Why was not the deposition of the police 
constable published and how have Government satisfied themselves about the 
truth of it? So long as no satisfactory replies are given to these questions the 
people will not be convinced that the Natus were justly dealt with. 


4. Now we know why the Natu brothers were put in prison and why 
SA - they are kept there. Lord George Hamilton, who 
Champion (2), 18th Mar. has heen very busy of late, in replying to a speech of 
Mr. Herbert Roberts, who had drawn the attention of the House to the policy 
of repression in India, said speaking of the Natu brothers :—(The paper here 
quotes a portion of Lord George Hamilton’s speech and proceeds.) We have 
accentuated the most important words in this astounding declaration. So this is 
the Natus’ “ crime,” is it P We were led to believe that these men were privy to 
the murders of Lieutenant Ayerst and Mr. Rand ; when that is proved not to beso, 
‘Lord George Hamilton has the audacity to get up.in the House of Commons and to 
con 1960—3 | ee ee 
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a e ‘ a reply. But it is an entirely different thing now, and Lord George says that the 
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utter this rigmarole. The wonder is that he was not laughed out of the House—it 
is humiliating to an Englishman to feel that he was allowed to finish his speech. 
But let us take the words we have accentuated. ‘ The movement was confined to 
a limited section of persons in Poona.’”? Then why a punitive police force for 
which the whole of Poona has to pay? “ The brothers Natu worked against the 
plague regulations.” They criticised them, and we are doing the same in Bombay. 
A threatening letter was received by a nurse “purporting” to be signed by 
one Of the Natus. This is too funny—the Dreyfus scandal after this must take 
a b:ck seat. The nurse in consequence of the Natus lost business. All of us 
in Western India have lost business, but not because of the Natus, but because 
of the plague. May this not be the explanation, Lord George? As to that 
story about the dead woman, it may be the Professor Gokhale episode in 
another dress; and, if the Natus did attempt to corrupt the police, there is 
ample power in the Penal Code, if you have evidence, to punish that sort 
of thing. Really, we have not the patience to pursue this topic further : it is 
too humiliating, and (may we add?) too humorous. There is nothing 
humorous in it for the unfortunate Natus, weadmit, but is not the whole thing 
absurd ? | 


5. Qn Friday, 18th February 1898, Mr. Herbert Roberts moved his 

2 ge amendment to the address, specially directing the 

Mahritia (7), Ista Mar. —_— attention of the House to the imprisonment of the 
Natu brothers, the recent press prosecutions and the new law of sedition. The 
able speech of Mr, Herbert Roberts brought the whirling brains of Lord George 
to the boiling point, giving vent toa most incoherent ‘and ludicrous speech. 
Lord George told the House that Mr. Tilak’s articles were a clear incitement 
to assassination—a bold assertion which even the prosecution in the Tilak case 
never thought it wise to commit themselves to. In utter contradiction to the 
speech of the Honourable Mr, Chalmers in the Supreme Legislative Council 
on the day of passing the Indian Penal Code Amendment: Bill, Lord George 
declared that the old law of sedition was practically unaltered and that in fact 
the law of sedition in India and England was almost identical. The ludicrous 
part of the speech is that which enumerates the different tricks played by the 


‘Natu brothers. So the tall talk regarding the removal of malign influences so 


as to make plague measures effective in Bombay is purely an after-thought. 
The chivalrous solicitude of the Bombay Government for the practice of a 
Poona midwife does not also look well, for we must not lose sight of the fact 
that during Mr. Rand’s administration almost all men managed to send their 
pregnant females out of Poona. Practically there were no cases for a mid- 
wife. We must protest against this childish use of Regulation XXV of 1827, for 
it is not intended to punish those who simply play tricks upon authorities. 
[In another place the paper observes:—The Natu brothers, the alleged sources 
of malignant influences which aroused the people against the plague measures, 
are now within the walls of a prison and still. the wise rulers of the Bombay 
Presidency had the misfortune of witnessing a serious riot solely due to the 
oppressive rigidity of plague measures. Lord George must have known by this 
time that mere dogmatic assertions make the speaker the laughing stock of the 
whole world. | 2 


6. It was, first of all, a wide and secret conspiracy in the Deccan that sat 

we be eae | DON His Lordship’s brain like a nightmare. Now 
aioe Coton CP), His Lordship does not quite believe all that he then 
said, but seems to be so dotingly wedded to his theory 
that he will not give it up easily. He still talks of a plot, but it has 
diminished in proportions. Now it isa small but well-organised thing. His 
Lordship’s inconsistency is not yet exhausted, In the House of Commons 
he was asked if the detention of the Natus had anything to do with plague 
operations in Poona. His Lordship then replied in the negative. Lord 
George’s grounds at present clearly refer'to the plague measures in Poona. In 
reply to another question in the House of Commons Lord George had said that 
the Natus could not. be restored to liberty until the Bombay Government felt 
sure that their release would not be followed by any breach of the peace in 


India, To Sir William Wedderburn’s letter Lord George had given a similar 


rd 
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Natu brothers cannot be released till the plague lasts! Let us take the Secre- 
tary of State at his word—the last word that he uttered in this connection. 
And now that the plague in Poona has subsided, may we expect His Lordship 
to fulfil his promise? In spite of our ardent desire to take His Lordship 
at his word, we cannot but examine the allegations brought against the 
Natus. As to the general charge of opposition to the officials in charge 
of plague operations, it must be proved by specific instances. The Gov- 
ernment refuses to entertain general complaints and calls for specific allega- 
tzons. The public has an equal right to ask for specific instances to support 
the charge which Government lays at the door of the Natus. The evidence 
to clear the Sardars from this charge, the yadi of Sardar B. &. Natu, is 
before the public. It is a long letter to the District Magistrate of Poona, 
setting forth the various complaints made from time to time and suggesting 
ways to remove those complaints, The yadi throughout breathes a spirit of 
loyal co-operation. with the authorities, coupled with a desire to help the people 
in their misery,and Government must bring forward evidence in its support which 
will be as good as, if not better than, that which the public possesses in favour of the 
imprisoned brothers. ‘To turn to the more specific charges. ‘Thealleged threaten- 
ing letter to the lady doctor purported to come from one of the brothers Natu. It 
is also alleged that one of the brothers induced a police sepoy to say that a woman 
had been violated by a British soldier and died in consequence. Has Government 
ascertained whether or not one of the brothers who wrote, as is alleged, athreatening 
letter to a lady doctor is the same as the one who induced the police sepoy ? Itfso, 
we see no reason why both the brothers should incur the displeasure of Gov- 
ernment for the alleged offences of one. ‘The people would like to know if 
Government has imprisoned Sardar Tatya Saheb Natu simply through inad- 
vertence ; for, as far as the public is aware, the younger Sardar never meddled 
with plague operations. Will the honourable member for the Central Division 
look into the matter? Then, the inducement held out to the police. sepoy may 
or may not be easy to prove; but the letter threatening to boycott the lady 
doctor and purporting to come from one of the Natus must be in existence. Let 
it be produced before a competent court to establish the guilt of the writer, and 
let him be punished as he deserves on conviction. ‘The mere assertion that, as 
threatened in the letter, the lady doctor had no midwifery case in Poona is as 
worthless as a straw. At the time of the plague almost everybody in Poona 
had lost his business or practice, and the midwife, if she had no case for months, 
could not say that she was boycotted. Let the one or both brothers be prose- 
cuted for having written the threatening letter and held out an inducement to the 
police sepoy. The Penal Code is sufficiently comprehensive to take cognisance 
of such matters: If after making such serious and almost specific allegations 
Government were to refrain from placing the Natu brothers on their trial, or 
from releasing them at once in case there is no sufficient evidence to proceed 
against them, Government would only be strengthening the conviction that is 
gaining ground that the Natus have fallen ‘victims to a lawless disposition. We 
hope the Government of Lord Sandhurst, who, before coming out to this country, 
announced that he would follow in the fcotsteps of Elphinstone, view the whole. 
question from the standpoint of Elphinstone’s generosity. 


7. The Secretary of State for India in Council replied to the various inter- 
rogatories put to him, to the effect that the detention 
of the Natu brothers must continue until the Govern- 
ment of India and the Government of Bombay were 
satisfied that their release would not endanger the public tranquillity. Later 
on Lord George Hamilton revealed the true cause why the brothers Natu were: 
apprehended. ‘The brothers Natu did everything in their power to stir up: 
unrest, and they worked against the (plague) regulations, the enforcement. 
of which could alone save the people.” So, after all, the Natus have been 
virtually absolved from their share in the Poona murders. They were arrested 
because they came in the way of the Poona plague administration ; and as 
their immediate release is, in the opinion of Government, likely to rekindle those 
hostilities while yet the plague is in the ascendant in Bombay, though it has 
practically disappeared in Poona, let us wait for the complete cessation of the 
epidemic in the Bombay Presidency. — a6 | 


Deshabhakta (113), 17th 
Mar., Eng. cols, 


Si ae aed RE aaa es NTE A SAS TRAN AOD M Cet MRED a a 


£ 
i 
4 
2 


10 


8. The debate in Parliament threw some light on the subject of the 
nn imprisonment of the Natus. The allegations brought 
Vértéhar (99), 16th Mar. so -ward against them are, no doubt, serious, and if they 
really did the things alleged against them, we must say that they acted meanly, 
nay criminally. However, the penalty meted out to them is a little too severe 
for the offence charged against them. There is some prospect that the Natus 
will be released after the plague subsides, and we hope that they will act more 
wisely on regaining their liberty. | | 


9. During the past ee oe three Ns — have — cag 
is . ously on matters Indian. ese journals are the 
ict citations sah ths Manchester Guardian, Truth, and the Review of 
spread of their writings in Reviews, Under the new lawofsedition in India the 
India, : editors of these papers have rendered themselves liable 
Champion (2), 13th Mur. = ty 9 charge of seditious writing, Of course, these editors 
are in England, where laws d la mode Mr. Chalmers cannot be put in force, 
but the “ seditious’? matter in question has been reprinted and published in 
India by the Statesman of Calcutta and the Madras Sfandard. In addition to 
' this the Manchester Guardian, Truth and the Review of Reviews are to be found 
on the tables of many libraries in this country, and these journals have been 
sold in the usual course of business by many booksellers. Further, they have 
been circulated by the Indian Post Office. Welkave shown the articles about 
which we are writing to an eminent Indian barrister—Indian journalists 
have to keep barristers on the premises in these times—and he confidently gives 
it as his opinion that these articles are, according to Indian law, of a seditious 
character. We, therefore, have a few questions to put to the authorities here. 
Since they cannot prosecute the editors of the Manchester Guardian, Truth, and 
the Review of Reviews, are they going to prosecute the editors of the Statesman 
and the Madras Standard‘ Further, are they going to summon the Indian 
booksellers just alluded to for vending seditious matter? If the answers to 
these questions are in the negative, we, like the Irishman, will put another 
question. Why not, pray? Are we then to conclude that English papers may 
spread.:* sedition ’’ in this country, while Indian papers may not? This seems 
to be the paradoxical position into which the new law has landed us, and yet 
there are some officials—only officials, we are glad to say—who cannot see the 
absurdity of the situation. 


10. The Famine Commission held its sittings last week in our city, but it 
cannot be said that it was able to elicit anything of 
The Famine Commission egsential importance from the witnesses, nine-tenths of 
and the evidence recorded by whom were officials. So far its labours are a disappoint- 
po tins nig (2), 18th Mar, | ment, which, however, was inevitable as forecasted by us 
~ ‘when the Commission was first appointed. _ Its scope 

has been so narrowed that, in our opinion, it is simply a waste of public time and 
public expense for the Commissioners to go through. the farce of investigation. 
In the evidence already collected at various centres we find nothing new which 
could not have been elicited by Government by means of reports from the local 
officers of the provinces where famine operations were carried on; and after the 
evidence collected in our own city, we are quite convinced that the efforts of 
the Commission are an absolute waste of time. It would not surprise us 
to find, when its report is published, that its result was similar to that of the 
proverbial mountain. The fact is the Commission was imposed upon the Gov- 
ernment of India by the mandate of the great Mandarin at Westminster, under 
stress of English public opinion. But the Indian Government were not at all 
anxious, or even willing, that their famine policy should be once more subjected to 
an exhaustive examination like the one of 1876-77. Of course, there was no neces- 
sity for‘an equally minute investigation into the same economic problems this 
time. But we think the public would have greatly appreciated the efforts 
which the Government might have made to bring down the facts in connection 
with the famine to date on the same old principle, that is to say, it.might have 
fairly invited the Commission to give it a continuation of the history of the 
several economic phenomena from 1880-81: to 1896-97. There has been a. 
general opinion at present that the rayat has deteriorated in his material con- 
dition since the occurrence of the famine of 1876-77. His staying powers are. 


i 


said to have considerably diminished. It was owing to this diminution that he 
was not able even fora month, soon after the failure of the crops in the 
afflicted districts, to resist the hardship and distress of the first scarcity, An 


enquiry into the accuracy of these opinions, so popularly held, might have 


proved of the highest importance to all. This is a serious omission from the scope 
of the reference which is indeed unaccountable and inexcusable. 


11. We are glad to observe that ae a number of official witnesses 
examined a handful of responsible persons at any rate 
Mar, tne cole @» 14% thought it their duty to state the bare truth mf they 
| found it, and we are not a little surprised to see that 

the shortcomings of the relief operations, which they put forth before the Com- 
mission, were exactly those which the Deccan Sabha had from time to time com- 
municated to Government in their ably written memorials. Turning to non-offi- 
cial witnesses we find the Rev. Dr. Ballantine complaining of bribery and corrup- 
tion of the Patils, Karkuns and Circle Inspectors and suggesting as a remedy the 
appointment of non-Brahmins to these posts. But let us ask the reverend gentle- 
man whether corruption and bribery are peculiar to the Brahmin caste. Are 
not these human failings to be found in Christendom just in as great a proportion 
as among Brahmins? Who was Crawford, for instance? Was he not a non- 
Brahmin? Really we are simply amused to read such an absurd and childish 


proposal gravely put forth by a gentleman from whom better things were 


expected, — ) 


12. The Government deserves every credit for the campaign organised by 

. it against the plague. But we regret to say that all 

Total non-interference the efforts of Government in this behalf are disliked 
with the plague recom- by the people. If any proof of this dislike were 
mended. — er , needed we may instance the Poona murders, the riots 
Curdtht (46) ech’ sae. , at Sinnar and the more recent riots in Bombay. It 
Dinmani (140), 15th Mar. may be said with some plausibility that the Poona 
murders were the outcome of seditious writings in the 

Native press, but no one will think of connecting the riots in Sinnar and Bom- 


bay with the writings in the press. These were purely the results of the un- 


popular plague measures of Government. Why should the Government persist in © 


these measures when they excite so much odium against itself and when their 
efficacy is being more and more brought into question every day not only by 
critics like Dr. Blaney, but also such Anglo-Indian organs as the Times of India ? 
We pray that Government should, as an experiment, suspend all its vlague 
measures for a time in all infected localities and watch the effect of non-inter- 
ference. Such a policy will inevitably reduce the annoyance caused to the people 
by the plague measures and prevent misunderstandizgs in the minds of the 
people against theirrulers. [The Gurdkhi says that if the measures of segregation, 
quarantine, medical examination of passengers at railway stations, and house to 
house visitations by soldiers were to be suspended by Government, the plague 
would subside naturally, Government would be relieved of an unpleasant re- 
sponsibility, the Bombay Municipality would not suffer loss of money and the 
latter half of the regime of His Excellency Lord Sandhurst would be spared the 
stigma which otherwise threatens to attach itself to it. The Déinmani also 
requests Government to suspend ali their plague measures. | 


18. In plague matters the people distrust the Government and the Gov- 
, ernment distrusts the people. The people, being 


ne 


iis policy of Govern- troubled and annoyed by the plague regulations, are 
ment and the alleged mutual yatyrally inclined to conceal plague cases. The 


distrust of the people and G vemment, on the other hand, employs soldiers to 
Government. 


tthar (99). 18th Mar. search houses so that no plague cases might remain 
oe $s ; = oe undetected. We think that Government should or 
leading Native gentlemen before promulgating any new plague rule. 

tt ie canuanle that Wedeaud should realise the difficulties of Natives. The 
people, moreover, should not be treated with contempt. If it is the object of 
Government that the people should like their plague policy, every endeavour 
should be made to make this policy thoroughly satisfactory and there should be 


strict, supervision on all plague officials, whether high or low, ~ 
gon 1960— 7 
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14. We thank Lord Sandhurst most gratefully for the noble effort he has 

. made for bringing about a reconciliation and giving | 

bh His Excellency Lord Sand- 9 practical proof of bis sympathy forthe thousands 
urst’s speech on plague ope- , ; | 
rationsin Bombay ata meet- Who complaincd against the needless plague opera- 
ing of the Justices ofthe Peace tions, by gracefully conceding almost all the import- 
specially convened by His ant points which for so long the whole Native press 
ero in the Town Hall. had been urging upon the attention of the powers that 
ndu Prakdsh (15), 17th te ee ee - + +] 1 d ie fenbiwe tn Hi 
Mar., Eng. cols. 6, Dut this is not the only redeeming Leature in Sis 
Excellency’s speech. When speaking of the late 
deplorable riots Lord Sandhurst really rose to a height of sublime nobility, 
and we are thankful to His Excellency for having given the assurance 
that ‘because of the riots or the passionate action of. a certain number of 
individuals, Government would not for one moment be deterred from making 
alterations, or from taking into consideration any action that they may think 
right and of a truly sympathetic and conciliatory nature.’’ Thisshould exactly 
be the attitude of a powerful Government. Lord Sandhurst struck the true 
note when he said that the true way of solving the plague problem was to make 
a determined attempt to gain the sympathy and co-operation of the mass of 
the people. If only the Plague Committee had taken the same view the 
deplorate riots of the 9th instant would never have occurred ; but better late 
than never, and we are sure the new policy of carrying on the plague operations 
with the sympathetic co-operation of the people themselves will meet with the 
unqualified success it deserves. 


15. With the recrudescence of the plague in Bombay a feeling of unres 
had begun to be manifest, which reached its height and 
found vent in the lamentable riots of Wednesday 
| before the last. In this perplexing state of things we 
are glad to see that His Excellency Lord Sandhurst took a right step in calling 
together on Tuesday a meeting in the Town Hall and explaining the new policy 
which Government intend to pursue. His Excellency will earn the gratitude 
of thousands of poor and ignorant people by the modifications in the plague 
regulations which were announced. The contemplated changes have been 
hailed with delight by every one; the strikers have resumed work; and with 
the return of confidence and the abatement of panic, we hope the plague will 
soon decline and Bombay return to the old state of things. We once again 
express our thankfulness to Lord Sandhurst for taking such conciliatory action 
in the matter, and trust that it will be rewarded with the return of peace and 
prosperity to Bombay. [The Jam-e-Jamshed (147) and several other Gujarati 
papers also express satisfaction at the speech of His Excellency Lord Sand- 
hurst, which they consider to be highly sympathetic and sincere, and advise 
the leaders of society to co-operate with His Lordship in the plague administra- 
tion of Bombay. | 


Native Opinton (18), 17th 
Mar., Eng. cols. 


16. But for the prompt action of the authorities, the riot that broke out 

on Wednesday in Madanpura and round about would 

Bombay riots of 9th March have grown much more serious. It was serious 
and the plague operations of enough even as it went—a disgrace to all concerned. 
satis. meee epee 9" And who were these? Not the wretched Julais, so 
Indian Spectator (4), 13th much, nor their straggling Hindu neighbours, as some 
Mar. miscreants behind them, to judge from the plan of 
) operations, happily frustrated in time, thanks to the 


Magistrate Mr. Dastur’s presence of mind and the resolute stand made by 


“the police, The mob seems to have been tutored for widespread mischief 


that day and perhaps the days following, and a dead set upon Europeans, 
as Europeans, determined upon. A situation so utterly repugnant to law 
and order is not to be tolerated a moment longer than it could be over- 
come with every resource available to Government, We regret a number 
of men had to be shot dead on Wednesday, but hope the sin of their blood- 
shed will find out the guilty creatures primarily to blame for it. Having 
reproved our own countrymen unreservedly, we can look into the shortcomings 
of the other side with more freedom. . And here wegnust state at once that the — 
Bombay Plague Committee and their methods of work have very nearly discon- 
certed the public of Bombay. Our fellow-townsmen, the intelligent no less than | 


' 


13 
the ignorant, are growing sick of the purposeless interference with their move- 
ments that some of the plague rules impose, and which the working of these 
rules by stupid or venal servitors help to intensify. What with rushes into pri- 
vate houses when the male members are away, pestering patients down with: 
ordinary ailments, such as fever, cough, rheumatism, measles, dysentery, fussing 
over them and frightening their relatives, threatening to carry off the patients, 
catching hold of the poor in the streets and -elsewhere, thrusting the 
thermometer into their mouths, wantonly destroying property—these and other 
complaints, to say nothing of petty corruption, to which the system lends itself 
so easily, have filled the air for weeks. The inhabitants of Bombay seem 
almost driven to despair, and the poor especially feel worried to death. No 
wonder, then, they seek redress or deliverance from a plague worse than the 
epidemic; that they have begun to defy authority and to paralyse business in 
town. They argue in their simple way: “ Here we are cooped up in Bombay, 
prevented from going out ; and when we submit to this semi-imprisonment, we 
are treated as worse than criminals, left at the mercy of petty tyrants every 
hour of the day.’’ That this is a genuine grievance we are not disposed to 
doubt; that capital is being made out of it in some quarters appears equally 
probable, For those who have eyes to see, the situation is sufficiently threat- 
ening. The people have given fair warning so far. Have the authorities 
taken the warning in good part? The fact is, as the Bombay Gazelte 
justly put it the other day, our Plague Committee has neither touch nor grasp. 
It works like a machine—grind, grind, grind—forgetting that it has to deal 
with human beings swayed by ideals not always itsown. The Plagus Com- 
mittee means well, to be sure; but it does things very much amiss in its 
blundering kindliness, And the Government of Bombay ? Why, so far as the 
plague goes, it is the Committee that governs the people. What then is to be 
done? So far as this writer has been able to ascertain popular feeling, it seems 
to be very much in favour of reverting to the municipal sway. That, however, 
does not appear feasible at this stage. In the first place, the Plague Committee 
is the Government’s own pet, its alter ego. To abolish it means loss of 
“prestige”? to Government, we suppose, and Government worships this fetish 
with all its strength. The Englishman knows he is never in the wrong, before 


he has had a thorough good thrashing or a regular explosion under his feet. The - 


Government of Bombay hardly need to be reminded that a sullen, overawed 
populace is as bad a material to be managed, even in its own interests, as a 
populace up in arms, 


17. The riots of Wednesday last were, we believe, the saddest thing that 
could have happened to us at the present moment, 
Mar, Eng va (123), 19th Within the vias few days search parties have been 
g attacked here and there, until the matter culmi- 
nated in the very painful incidents of Wednesday last. No doubt, some 
of the measures for stamping out the plague are not quite suited to the 
habits and modes of life of our people, intensely conservative as the masses are. 
But it should be remembered that Government feel themselves bound to carry 
out the measures in the best interests of the country, notwithstanding that they 
impose no small additional burden upon Government. We may also rest 
assured that Government will not let the plague regulations exist a moment 
longer than they are necessary for expelling this foul disease from the land. 
But until then, it is the bounden duty of all citizens, high or low, to assist the 
authorities in their arduous task of resisting this unseen foe. It cannot be 
said that the measures hitherto adopted are unnecessary. It is true that much 
depends, in matters of such a delicate nature, upon the working of the system. 
The system and its working may not be perfect, for no human institution is 
perfect. But if it is felt that any measure works any special hardship in any 
particular direction, the only natural and proper course is to approach the 
Government ina loyal and respectful manner. Lawlessness, such as it now grieves 
us to record, can do no possible good; and in the best interests of the country 
and its people, we trust we have seen the last of it. When the history of the 
Bombay plague comes to be written; many will be the sins for which it will be 
found answerable. ; pee 
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18. Let usat once state that we have no sympathy for those who put 
| thémselves against the lawful authorities, because, no 
Champion (2), 13th Mar. matter how good a cause may be, lawlessness sets. 
public opinion in opposition to it. On the other hand, we have little 
regard for a policy which has landed Bombay in a terrible plight. It is 
not as though the unexpected has happened, for. every one who knew Indian 
feeling felt that some such catastrophe as has taken place was near. Unfor- 
tunately, the repressive Press Law has so frightened the Indian publicists, 
who did know and might have put the authorities on their guard, that they 
were afraid to indicate where the danger lay, and the first result of Mr. Chal- 
mers’ statute is that those responsible for law and order lived in a fool’s 
paradise until they were rudely awakened on Wednesday last. This, however, 
is too large a matter to be discussed now, and having mentioned it for 
the benefit of our English readers, we shall.pass on to the incidents which 
have caused us so much alarm. Weare relying wholly for our information 
on the reports that have appeared in the Bombay dailies. rom these reports 
it seems that on Wednesday last a medical student, with a sub-inspector, a 
sepoy and two others, whose status is not defined, attempted to examine a Julai 
girl who was suspected of suffering from plague. The parents of the girl 
refused to permit the examination, and this incident, simple though it be, led 
to the most furious rioting ever witnessed in Bombay. Now, the first question 
that strikes an outsider is, why was an officer of the grade of a medical student 
sent todo this delicate work? ‘The Julais are considered to be the most 
ignorant and fanatical community in Bombay. We are told that for many 
days they have been restless in consequence of the plague operations, and yet; 
in spite of these facts, a student is allowed to enter a chazol, containing 2,000 
of these fanatics, to medically examine a female member of their community. 
Could folly go further? And we are entitled to ask, apart from that aspect, 
where was the lady doctor who, until now we always believed, accompanied 
search parties when entering dwellings—Muhammadan especially. Ultimately 
when angry passions were aroused, to continue our story, and the mischief had 
been done, a nurse was obtained, but may we not safely presume that had this 
lady been there in the beginning our troubles would have been avoided? Is 
this not an illustration of the lax way in which the Plague Committee has 
been carrying on its work? Now isnot the time, however, for destructive 
criticism—we must wait until law and order has been re-established; but this 
much we can say that there will be no real peace in Bombay until Lord Sandhurst 
dismisses this Committee and vests the plague operations once morein the 
hands of the Municipality, which body, at any rate, would be in touch with 
the people. When General Gatacre was here, he never allowed a soldier to 
enter a house inhabited by Indians, and he found trustworthy citizens to help 
him in his task. Bombay to-day is the Bombay General Gatacre knew ; the 
only difference lies in the. method of carrying on plague operations, the chief 
of which is the employment of soldiers in search parties. We are to-day | 
informed that the soldiers are no longer to be thus employed; we hope it so, 
for then the difficulty will be removed. As to the puerile effort made by some 
to account for the disastrous break-down of the plague policy by stating that 
_ the riot had been instigated and concerted, our reply is, we have heard this sort of 
thing before. There is one bond, and only one, which has brought the people 
together, and that is the bond of misery ; there is one thing. that has separated 
us from them, and that isa want of sympathy in carrying on an unpleasant 
work. In India, of all places, sympathy is required ; with it we can do anything, 
without it we can do nothing. sb sire WD 


19. It would be an egregious mistake to judge of the significance of the riots 

oy by the false measure of the actual proportions which 
- Mahratia (7), 18th Mar. they assumed. “Looked at from one point of view, 
the riots of 1898 are, if anything, still more ominous than those of 1893, Then 
we had two communities possessed of strong religious susceptibilities, A sudden. 
wave of fanaticism from Prabhas Pattan reached Bombay, and the two sister 
communities had a tussle with‘one another, just to relieve the tension of feeling 


which had unacoountably reached 8 high pitch. But their disagreement in its 
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worst aspect did not at all affect the rulers of the land. Many of these last 
perhaps laughed an unrighteous laugh in their sleeves, imagining that one 
essential condition of an easy rule, viz., division among the ruled, had been 
ensured. But the present riots, as those that preceded them at Calcutta last 
year, clearly show that the rioting of the Muhammadans has ‘of late taken 
a peculiar turn altogether. Englishmen have begun to exclusively attract the 
attention of these rioters. Itis inthis sense that we say that the present riots 
are even more ominous than those of 1893. The indirectly contributing author 
of the riots seems to be the Bombay Plague Committee. The proximate and 
directly- contributing authors were of course, as is reported, the Julais or the 
Muhammadan weavers living in Madanpura. It is impossible, however, to 
suppose that the Juiais were the only persons who felt aggrieved by the doings 
of the Plague Committee; it must:only be a chance by which the Madanpura 
people heralded the millenium. The riots were indeed directly traceable to the 
foolish obstinacy of the over-affectionate father who defied all manner of officers 
to touch his plague-stricken daughter, and his over-sympathetic neighbours. 
But the real cause certainly lay behind in the oppressive discontent which was 
generated in individual minds and gradually shared in by the public genérally. 
But whatever the cause, one fact is undisputed that it was not operating in 
secret. ‘ihe public felt it, and the exponents of their feeling expressed it so 
far as they could with ‘safety, We all know that such disturbances must be 
sooner or later put down, but should we not rather demand that they should be, 
if possible, prevented altogether? But who cares for the people? Let the 
people and the papers how much soever complain, their voice becomes sup- 
_ pressed under the indifference of the authorities. That the present plague 
administration should fail to carry the people with them after the grand success 
achieved by General Gatacre last year is really unaccountable, except on the 
supposition that it is less sympathetic. 


20. For more than a month past there have been signs of uneasiness in 
Gujarati (114), 18th Mar Bombay. All sorts of rumours were afloat in the 
aT oot ae ’ city, and it can scarcely be said that Wednesday’s 
: outbreak was aitogether an unexpected contingency, 
though its precise direction, time and locale were hardly foreseen by any one. — 
Native papers were unjustly taken to task last year for giving publicity to 
incidents that were freely talked about in the whole Native town. ‘This year, too, 
complaints have not been wanting, but they have not gained adequate publicity in 
the Native press of this city. And, having regard to the most precious amend- 
ments which have been recently incorporated in Section 505 of the Criminal 
Procedure Code, we doubt if Native papers will dare ventilate grievances in 
future. | 


21. In common with all our law-abiding citizens we deplore the outburst 
which led to the shedding of much innocent blood and 
~ to the dogged resistance to authority fora time. But 
let us try and see, now that quiet and order are restored, 
how far those who participated in the riotous disturbance were at fault, and 
how far they were provoked into taking the law into their own hands. That all 
preventive measures for stamping out epidemics are in their nature harsh and 
inconvenient may be admitted at once, But admitting this fact, was it not 
the duty of those concerned to carry on their search and other operations with 
something like sympathy and conciliation? How is it then that there were 
cries everywhere in the Native town of zwluwm by the underlings, including 
blackmailing ? Did not the poor complain of the very harsh and oppressive 
manner in which they were turned out of plague-affected houses, their small 
household belongings were unfeelingly thrown out on the public roads ina 
fashion which, at any rate, could not be said to be excusable? Is it or is 1t not 
a fact that even people with no fever were carried away to the hospitals; that 
cases of simple fever and other diseases were treated as plague cases; that 
people were in this manner and other’ ways exceedingly harassed and their 
patience tried to a point beyond all ordinary human forbearance? And is it or 
is it not a fact that the employment of European soldiers had a very uneasy effect 
on the minds of the poor? Whether they played pranks here and there as 


con 1960—6 | 


Kaiser-e-Hind (120), 1 
Mar., Eng, cols. 
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soldiers are apt to, and of which there are gossips. numerous, we do not care to 
enquire. That is notour point. Our point is this: whether the very fact of the 
employment of European soldiers, after the last year’s incident at Poona, was 
wise ; and if wise, whether due precautions were taken to prevent all vexation 
and exasperation in the breasts of the masses? Again,it may be asked whether 
the very latest proposal for registering deaths, which involved under certain 
conditions inspection of dead bodies, did not aggravate the existing situa- 
tion ? Here, too, it may be questioned whether at a time when the Govern- 
ment were aware of the prevalence of great uneasiness among the people, 
was it wise to give currency to proposals the:very publicity of which acted like 
a spark upon gunpowder? If all these be facts, is it difficult to understand 
the cause of the outburst ? We are not going to justify it. Far from it. But. 
we are simply tracing the causes which have led to it. And the question we 
have to ask is simply this, whether by a less harsh and more conciliatory and 
sympathetic policy the Government might not have achieved infinitely better 
results and earned the lasting gratitude of the people instead of being abused 
and its authority assailed in the way it wason Wednesday last? That is the 
question. If the question is answered in the affirmative, then it may be 
further asked whether the outburst, be it premeditated or not, could be 
called riot or resentment? We entirely disagree with those who are striving 
to build the theory of the riots having for their object a dead set against 
Europeans. No. The ignorant mass was simply carried away by the idea 
that asit was the gorz logue or Europeans who were at the bottom of the 
plague operations, they must be punished. Their resentment would have 
been equally wreaked on the Hindu or the Parsi community if they had thought 
they were the parties. In our opinion, the outburst was against the method 
and manner of carrying on the plague operations and not against any particular 


22. It would, of course, be foolish to suppose that the little martial exer- 
cise in which our troops indulged on Wednesday last 
has conduced to calm the general public. On the 
other hand, it has increased a thousandfold the exist- 
ing discontent. I+ is mute because the people are helpless. It is the terror of 
the bayonet and the sword that has drowned for a time the voice of exasperation. 
But we doubt if Lord Sandhurst’s Government can be congratulated upon this 
ominous silence. That force should be found necessary to enforce upon a loyal 
people the wishes of a powerful and civilised Government is in itself a disgrace 
to the boasted civilization of the nineteenth century; and the sooner the 
curtain falls over the disgraceful exhibition that is being given of armed soldiers 
cowing down a naturally law-abiding people, the better for the good name of 
the British Government, The duty of Lord Sandhurst is plain enough. The 
first duty of His Excellency is to recognize the necessity for making a 
radical departure from the beaten path of repression and coercion, to formulate 
a new policy for stamping out the plague, and so to put it in motion as to make 
any more friction between the rulers and the ruled impossible. That the adminis- 
tration of the Plague Committee since the departure of General Gatacre from 
these shores has been anything but sympathetic or popular cannot for a 
moment be denied. That it has not accomplished the task for which it was 
given almost tyrannical powers, and funds large enough for one of Lord 
Elgin’s pet frontier expeditions, cannot for a moment be disputed. That, on 


Indu Prakash (15), 14th 
Mar., Eng. cols. 


-the other hand, it has succeeded in wounding the susceptibilities of the lower 


strata of society and in making them positively discontented with the exist- 
ing state of things, last Wednesday’s riot proves beyoud all doubt. So 
we might very well ask whether it is necessary or desirable that the 
Plague Committee should continue to exist any longer. When it was 
first forced upon the city over the head of the Municipal Corporation, it 
was on the ground that the task of stamping out the plague was one that 
required Herculean efforts; which it was thought impossible the Municipality 
could successfully make. And what has this Committee done after all? 
In its sublime self-complacency it has only hatched disaster. It is one thing to 


be a good revenue officer; it is quite another to be a good administrator with 


an intimate knowledge of the needs of the people and the right way of going 


s 
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about freeing a plague-stricken city. Municipal administrators cannot be 
“made to order” even in Germany. But the Bombay Government thought 
otherwise, and with one stroke of the pen Lord Sandhurst launched the Plague 
Committee upon its career of disaster. It was all right when General Gatacre 
was at its head. But after his departure, it was next to impossible that it should 
successfully attain the ends for which it was brought into existence. The 
position of the Committee is now absolutely untenabie, and there is only 


one thing that Lord Sandhurst can now do,and that is to hand over the 


plague operations to the Municipal Corporation. We are glad to see that 
His Excellency has already taken a new and wholesome departure in the 
matter of registration of deaths. We congratulate heartily Lord Sandhurst 
on having taken this welcome step without undue loss of time. We are sure 
that even the most turbulent sections of the population will, not have a word 
to say against this arrangement. With their own countrymen to examine their 
houses and their dead, the people will submit to everything that might be done to 
stamp out the plague without a groan. 


23. The Kesari writes as follows about the causes and origin of the recent 
; : riots in Bombay :—The excitement gradually accu- 
msemcahdhv. bana aca mulated by the i regulations “of the isahes 
Plague Committee was at the bottom of the recent Bombay riots, while their 
more immediate cause was the endeavour of the police to remove a young Julai 
girl to hospital. The multifarious annoyance caused to the inhabitants of Bombay 
by the indifferent and unsympathetic attitude of the Plague Committee was 
such as to have provoked resentment even in a2 mouse or a cat; much more was 
it calculated to excite a fanatic race like the Muhammadans to desperation. 
The. proud, imperious insolence of the authorities, who pretend to be omniscient, 
while not caring for the sympathy or co-operation of the people, is bound to 
result in such deplorable riots. Coming tothe more immediate cause of the 
riot, we’ want to know why a nurse was not sent to examine the Julai girl 
at first. The fact that the girl, who indirectly caused the wi:ole disturb- 
ance, should be found after all to be suffering from simple fever and not plague 
shows sufficiently how the authorities were incapable of pacific counsels. ‘The 
handful of officials who were defied by the excited mob should have shown more 
patience than they did and awaited the orders of the higher authorities before 
recklessly obtaining and carrying out the order to fire on the crowd. Although 
some people may be disposed to praise the promptitude of the police in opening fire 
on the mob, we are of opinion that the situation could have and ought to have 
been more amicably met. We also hope that the Government will not fail to 
hold these rash and impatient officers responsible for the loss.of life caused in 
the riots. [In another place the papér says that though it is unable to 
congratulate the police on their promptitude in opening fire on the rioters, it is 
certainly of opinion that those who lave been arrested on the charge of rioting 
should be firmly dealt with according to law. It remarks, however, that the 
rioters should not, as suggested by the Zmes of. India, be punished more heavily 
because they rose against the Europeans. The paper says that the wrath of 
the rioters was directed against the Europeans as representing the officers of the 
Plague Committee and not as representatives of the ruling race. ] 


24. Under the heading “ Short and Sweet,” the Rdst Goftdr, while expressing 
oer pe 3), 18th an opinion that the riots were premeditated and that 
a Ji La CL they were due to theemploymentof soldiers in house-to- 
: | house visitations and the rules regarding death certifi- 
cates, refers to the vague insinuations thrown out from some quarters that the 
leading Muhammadans had some hand in the riots, and says that there is no truth 
in these insinuations, and that the leaders are, on the contrary, disliked by the 
masses on account of their sympathy with the measures of Government. 


25, The employment of soldiers on search duty, the quarantine camps at 
ee different places, the consequent restraint on the move- 
Gurakhi (46), loth Mor, = ments of the people and the injury done to commerce 
aré the causes of the recent riots at Bombay, and if Government and the Plague 
Committee had but paid timely attention to the prayers of the people instead of 
turning a deaf ear to them the riots would not have occurred. The quarantine 
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restrictions have ruined trade and created uneasiness among the people, and we 
earnestly request Government to take the necessary steps to remove this source 
of uneasiness, : 


26. Look at the enormous expenditure of nearly 23 lakhs of rupees already 
spent by the Plague Committee in 12 months. Three- 
pe ne rtd re ga fourths of this Committee are Government officials, 
yy; tors (2). 13th Mar. but they are not responsible to the Municipal Corpo- 
ration, who have paid the cost without exercising any 
control over the expenditure. There is much talk in the town about the high prices 
paid in contracts for disinfectants, but we make bold to say that on investigation it 
will be found that the larger proportion of the expenditure has gone in the salaries 
paid to the army of medical students and doctors employed in inspection parties, 
and to nurses and medical men employed in the many special plague hospitals. 
Up till now the Committee has spent 223 lakhs of the ratepayers’ money, and the 
return is a Bombay stricken with plague and full of popular unrest. The 
members of the Bombay Corporation have at this juncture a great duty to 
perform; they are the guardians of the ratepayers’ purse, and we hope they 
will do their duty. The chief points to which they should direct their attention 
are these: (1) What tenders were called for ; (2) who were asked to tender ; (3) 
who finally settled the tenders; (4) to whom was the work or order given; (5) 
who-examined the quantities and qualities of the materials supplied; (6) who 
paid the bills ; and (7) who was generally responsible for the detailed admini- 
stration of the Plague Committee’s work. If the members of the Corporation 
will but worry at these questions, they will be performing a useful public duty. 


27. Although the plague has completely ruined the people of Bombay 
by giving a rude shock to the trade of the city, it has 
| benefited the European (lit. white) doctors, nurses 
and soldiers. Though 25 lakhs have been fruitlessly spent on the suppression of 
the plague, we are surprised to find Government disinclined to curtail their 
lavish plague expenditure. House inspection by soldiers, appointment of new 
officers on high salaries, and further importation of English doctors and nurses, 
are not the remedies for stamping out the plague. Inspite of so much expendi- 
ture up to this time, have any of the doctors traced the origin or discovered an 
effective remedy against plague? It is therefore clear that all these insane 
measures have been started with no other object than that of satisfying the 
intense greed of Europeans for money. When will this mismanagement come 
to an end? What will be the result of our pent up aggrieved feelings? 
Everything will settle down in its proper course if only the Government will 
think of putting astop to the lavish expenditure of the Plague Committee, the 
system of imprisonment in detention camps and house-to-house visitation by 
soldiers. 3 


28. The time has come, it appears, when we may well consider if the 
Rog eae eres Plague Committee is justifying its existence as a 
considerel afalure and the -P0dy independent of and over-riding the permanently 
transfer of its work to the constituted authorities of the city, with powers 
Bombay Municipality recom- unlimited todraw upon the purse of the Corporation 
mended. ig, 204 practically responsible to none but God above and 
B essomtg Spectator (4), loth its own members below. Disguise the fact as we 
: may, there cannot be much doubt that, whilst the 
Plague Committee is spending lakhs after lakhs, it is neither giving satisfaction 
to any class or any large number of individuals, nor is it able to show remark- 
able, results in the attempt to arrest the upward march of the plague. It would 
be tedious to once more go over the old tale jof the sins of cmission and com- 
mission of the present Plague Committee almost throughout its existence. At 
no time during the crisis did it seem to know its mind fully, or to have made 
a resolve.to pursue any one policy consistently and thoroughly. Between the 
Plague Committee and the Corporation.the work of cleansing and disinfectin 
the town, as a whole, has been sadly neglected—the best evidence of which lies 
in the fact that, of the sums spent by the Plague Committee till November last, 
only about 15 per cent. was spent on disinfection work. But the question of 
most importance that has to be answered by the Plague Committee is as:to why 
they have not as yet seen their way to utilizing the services of private gentlemen 


Gurdkhi (46), 1(th Mar. 
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‘volunteering themselves for plague work. The letters to the dailies of Dr. 
Bhalchandra and Mr. Ichharam Desai show that a number of Native gentlemen 
formally offered to help in the work. Individual offers, too, besides these, were, 
we understand, made. But all that has gone for nothing, and we may well 
question the reason of this strange procedure. We trust this question will 
be fully considered when Government matures its schemes to bring back peace 
and health to this city after the recent very. deplorable incidents. Nor would 
it be out of place to consider whether it is not time to give the work of suppress- 
ing the plague back into the handsin which it ought really to be, we mean 
the Municipality. The latter is penitent enough to accept almost any conditions, 
and will be on its mettle to do all it should do to tide over the misfortunes 
Of the day. . 3 


29. The soldiers cause a good deal of alarm in Native households by 
their unceremonious and unannounced visits to the 

Remedies to mitigate houses in search of plague cases. All this alarm could 

plague grievances, “ ° 

urdkhi (46), 17th Mar, . be prevented if only a medical gentleman and a 

| female doctor were to carry on the search under the 

guidance of a respectable Native gentleman. Every courtesy should be shown to 
the house-owners and etiquette should be strictly observed in the examination 

of the inmates of a house. No mere suspicious,cases should on any account be 

removed to the hospital, as even healthy persons run the risk of catching the 

plague when subjected to the regimen ofa plague hospital. All cases sent to the 

hospitals should, before admission, be scrupulously examined, and if any of them 

turns out to be a non-plague case, the medical gentleman or lady doctor who 
sent it to hospital should be sternly dealt with or dismissed from his or her post. 


30. The speech delivered by His Excellency the Governor on Wednesday 
| last shows that the regime of the Plague Committee 
Comments on proposed jg almost over and that the responsibility with regard 
en in the plague +o the plague measures now rests on the leaders of the 
easures at Bombay. wee ee 
Vértéhar (99), 18th Mar. | Various communities. If these leaders had been what 
| they ought to be, the change would have been most 
welcome. But we aresorry to say that the so-called leaders are mere sycophants, 
who desire honours, but shirk all responsibility. We do not, therefore, approve: 
of the step taken by.Government in throwing all responsibility on the shoulders 
of such A Where Government failed, there is no chance of the caste 
leaders succeeding. We will watch how the leaders now acquil themselves. 
We are afraid there will be splits and mutual jealousy in their ranks. We 
sanguinely hope our foreboding is not fulfilled. | a 


31. <A correspondent writes:—The Government policy of quarantine is 

| either good and beneficial, or not ; there cannot be any 
Comments onthe present middle course. If it is really good and beneficial, 
lnc of the detention then all-I can ny * that - is ri carried - com- 
| ey letely. Hundreds of people, with means, of course, 
eer | ia to evade the dain successfully, and they 
pass and repass the quarantine barriers at their sweet will. If- it produces no 
cood results, then the sooner it is done away with the better for all concerned. 
People would do everything that Government desires them to do in this plague 
emergency, cheerfully and without murmur, but only the authorities must not 
stand on their dignity, but unbend a little and exercise a little more tact and conci- 
liation in dealing with the people. Of what earthly use is the system of issuing 
passes asa preventive measure? It is said that the incubation period of the 
plague microbe is ten days and therefore the Plague Committee grant passes to 
intending passengers after ten days’ medical examination. Is the medical 
- examination any guarantee of the passenger’s not having absorbed the bubonic 
bacillus? Sappose a person’s system gets contaminated on the last day of the 
examination, what will happen? Long after the passenger reaches his desti- 
nation plague symptoms will be noticed in his person, and all the elaborate 
rules and regulations will not prevent the entry into the particular village or 
town concerned of the plague poison. Of what good will so much trouble and 
expense then be? “My suggestion, therefore, is that if you want to have quaran- 


tine, let it be very strict, and, above all, let there be no exceptions to the general 


rules. Or else abolish.the whole thing altogether. | 
con -1960—6 ; | 


Patents): 
eo ae 


82. The Desht Mitra recommends that the Collector of Surat should 
Request to the Collector of relax somewhat the severity of the plague regulations 
Surat to relax the plague in force at Surat i in view of the general decline of 
_ regulations in force in that the epidemic in the city and that he should also 


“Doak Mitra (189), 17th Mar. ouie the special staff employed to cope with the 


33. A correspondent writes:—'The plague has ‘disappeared from Kotri, 
and yet the people are required to obtain death 
Grievances of the people of certificates from the only Government medical officer 
ae (Bind) in regard to in the town before disposing of the dead body. ‘This 
eath certificates. | 
Phoenix (8), 16th Mar. medical officer is very busy ; he has to look after 
the Jarge number of patients who throng the dispen- 
sary every morning and has also to visit his patients in their houses. It, 
therefore, takes about three hours to find out the worthy doctor and obtain the 
necessary certificate, notwithstanding ‘the fact that the town is a small one. 
People are averse to keeping «lead bodies in their houses; they are anxious that 
these should be removed as early as possible for burialor cremation. This restric- 
tion on the removal of dead bodies without a certificate from the aforesaid doctor 
appears to be unnecessary under the present circumstances, and I trust that the 
Collector of Karachi will be pleased to order its removal at an early date. May 
I suggest that the municipal commissioners may be authorised to ‘grant the 
required certificates so as to minimise the hardship at present. experienced 
by the public? The hot weather has already commenced, and it is therefore 
desirable to remove the restriction I have complained of. Otherwise it is neces- 
sary that a special Hospital Assistant should be appointed for the purpose of 
inspecting dead bodies and granting certificates. 


34. The Dhureen compares the murder of Mr. Rand at Poona with the 
murder of the Chairman of the Plague Committee at 
Enquiry into the plague Sinnar (Nasik), and says that both the murders were 
administration at Sinnar due to the strong dislike produced in the public mind 
(Nasik) desired. 
Dhureen (41), 9th Mar. against the plague measures of Government. The 
paper adds that though it is sought to explain the 
murder of Mr. Rand as being instigated by inflammatory writings in the Native 
press, it is by no means possible to explain similarly the murder of the Chair- 
man of the Sinnar Plague Committee. The people of Sinnar, writes the paper, 
are ignorant rustics, who do not read the newspapers, and if they: were led into 
committing the murder of a popular Native gentleman who happened to be the 
Chairman of the local rlague Committee, it must be because the plague mea- 
sures proved very distasteful to them, ‘The paper concludes by recommending 
that if the prayer for a public enquiry into the plague administration of 
Mr. Rand could not be granted for political reasons, no such objection can 
be taken to a public enquiry into the plague administration at Sinnar, and 
that consequently such an enquiry should be held. 


85. The Indu Prakash writes that it cannot, even after the confirmation 

‘ nea ee by the High Court of the sentence passed on Damodar 
4 a ‘Bombay High Chapekar, bring itself to believe that he was the real 
Court of the pees dP death . murderer of Mr. Rand, and thinks that there was very 
pronounced on Chapekar by insufficient evidence adduced in the case to justify the 
the ce sagg on udge of Poona. jnfliction of the extreme penalty of the law on the 
af u Prakdsk (19), 17th cused. The paper adds that the apzeal was not as 
minutely gone into by Parsons and Ranade, JJ., as it. 

deserved, a that the former Judge violated a fundamental and universal canon 
of law in laying down the rule regarding the admissibility. of confessions in 
evidence. The paper goes into the details of Chapekar’s case at some length and 
says that the over-indulgent treatment accorded by the police to Chapekar and 
their keeping him in their custody for an unduly prolonged period ought to 


- have been made the subjects of enquiry by the High Court, 


36... Though nothing could be jecees than the fate union has overtaken 
Damodar Chapekar, yet its justice cannot be ques- 
_ Prabliét (205), 12th = _.. tioned. Notwithstandin ing his recantation of Ft 
fession in the High Court, there would | seem to be very little doubt as to his 


’ 


21° 


guilt. It will be difficult even for the most credulous to swallow the cock- 
and-bull story about the police having extorted the confession from him. If 
the police had had their way, we may be sure the confession of Damodar 
Chapekar would not have stopped where it did, but gone much further, and 
furnished enough materials to support the pet theory of the officials, namely, 
that the murders were the result of a huge conspiracy. 


Legislation. 


37. Though the Corporation, the Port Trust, the Chamber of Commerce 

: and the Mill-owners’ Association have freely criticised 
Bomber Ene hieliooak” gy the want of methodical and business-like procedure in 
Champion (?), 13th Mar, the Bombay Trust Bill, and especially the absence of 
plans and reliable estimates of cost of what is proposed. 

to be done, none of these bodies has expressed the opinion that the Bill should 
be thrown out and referred back to the Public Works Department; they have 
not asked that a more modest scheme, with complete plans and estimates, should 
be prepared, which will, on the face of it, attract investors by showing that it 
will give a reasonable return upon the capital invested, and so pave the way for 
larger schemes being hereafter initiated from time to time, when the Rombay 
capitalist has made up his mind that it can safely be done. The Public Works 
Department officials have, in trying to oblige His Excellency by doing their work 
at railroad speed, omitted the preliminary but essential work of thinking out their 
proposals in detail, and of getting them surveyed by a special staff of Public 
Works Department surveyors and estimators. The fact is, the Government of 
Bombay have forgotten that, as a body of business men, they have first to put 
their hands into their pockets and pay the salaries of the surveying staif needed 
for preparing the scheme, before they can call upon the Corporation to re- 
imburse them for the expenditure. We respectfully submit, therefore, that the 
Bill should for the present be-withdrawn. It will take a full year to prepare the 
necessary plans and estimates. If, however, a moderate preliminary scheme 
of one or two streets is prepared, it could again be represented to the Legislative 
Council at the next monsoon Poona session. The provisions for ventilation 
in the Bombay Municipal Act are of the most modern and _ hygienically 
perfect character. When such provisions as these come into force and new 
houses are being built in large numbers in accordance therewith, itis certain 
that in the future there can be no recrudescence of the plague in Bombay, 
for the construction of such new houses will be sanitarily perfect. We 
therefore earnestly request His Excellency for the present, and if need be 
permanently, to withdraw the new Trust Bill. Let him by all means appoint 
an advisory Board of Government officials to work out schemes for new streets 
or to advise the Corporation to work them out, as has been efficiently done in 
Lawrence de Lima Street, which was last year a centre of plague infection, but 
has now been thoroughly opened out. Since the above was in type we have read 
the report of the Select Committee upon the new Trust Bill. We regret that this 
report meets none of the objections we have been compelled, in the interests of 
good government, to urge against the measure. Here we have a Bill, the Select 
Committee upon which is composed of a majority of Government officials ; the 
Legislative Council itself is also composed of such a.majority ; the Chairman 
and majority of the Trustees to be appointed will consist of Government officials, 
but the salaries of these officials and the cost of the schemes to be worked out by 
them are to be paid to the last penny by the Corporation, who will bein a hope- 
less minority on the new Trust. The Corporation may ‘“‘resolve’’ to represent 
their views and to protest against the proposed schemes as being unnecessary and. 
ruinous to the best interests of the city, but the brute majority of ‘Government 
officials in the Trust will override any such protests, and the ratepayers will 


have to pay the piper. The whole thing is vicious in its tendencies ; it is “heads — 


I win, tails you lose,”’ and contrary to the hard-fought and truly democratic 
axiom of English life that ‘ there can be no taxation without representation.” 


_ 38. With promptitude, which is no doubt commendable, have the Select 
‘apie tea a Committee submitted their report on the City 
ol Improvement Bill, A good deal of the criticism to 
: | | ’ which the Bill was subjected has been met in a 
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friendly spirit, and the Select Committee is entitled to credit for making some 
important concessions to public opinion. But, we are afraid, the Bill, even as 
now amended, is not quite perfect, nor wholly free from some very objection- 
able features. It would have been a wonder had it been otherwise, considering 
the haste with which the Select Committee has finished its labours, and 
the scant time that the public got to understand, digest and criticise the 
numerous intricacies of a measure of unfamiliar’ character, as the Improve- 
ment Bill undoubtedly is. The representation of at least one important 
and probably the most directly interested body could hardly have been so much 
as considered by the Select Committee. The Corporation presented its views 
on Saturday week at the earliest, and on Monday following the Select Com- 
mittee adopted its report finally! As a contemporary has put it, “ this is how 
laws are made in Bombay.” The plague-stricken, and now the riot-stricken, 
populace has hardly had any opportunity to formulate its views and express 
them freely. The house-owners seem hardly to be conscious of the direct and 
indirect sacrifices they are to be asked to make. The thrce non-official public 
Associations of Bombay that have spoken on the subject showed -hardly a 
sufficient grasp of the provisions of the Bill on the various matters of importance 
it deals with. We blame them not, for they had not time enough. The whole 
affair has been one of hurry, which would seem to be quite uncalled for, since 
the Trust is to be a “ long-cause ”’ affair, intended by'the Bill itself to have a 
longer life than one hundred years. We do not and cannot expect miracles 
from it, and the man would be over-sanguine who expects Bombay to be materi- 
ally changed, as the result of the labours of the Board, within 5, 10, or even 
15 years. We should, therefore, certainly like that even now the post-haste 
rushing of the Bill through the Council be abated, and request Government not 
to commit themselves finally to the Bill as amended by the Select Committee. 
We have also to ask the general public to awake in time and at least 
have their say. May we ask if this is not a question of interest enough 
for a Town Hall meeting, or at least a representation from the Presidency 
Association ? . 


Education. 


39. We congratulate the Faculty of Arts on choosing Mr. Giles to be its 
heeesiith ok ea ouidaks Dean for the current year. It is a happy augury of 
ctl te. Giles a ae in the future that the present Director of Public Instruc- 
the Faculty of Arts of the tion of the presidency, following in the footsteps of 


Bombay University. Howard, Grant and Peile, has again consented to come 
Rist Goftdr (123), 18th into more intimate relationship with the local Univer- 
Mar., Eng. cols. sity. We doubt not that the benefit will be mutual. 


In Mr. Giles we haye an official of sturdy independence and of genuine 
sympathy for our people; at the same time he is absolutely devoid of all cant, — 
and signs are already not wanting of a vigorous administration of the Depart-— 
ment when it may be found necessary. We wish that the active connection of 
Mr. Giles with the University may continue for a very long: while, and that at 
no distant date, following the example of the late distinguished Director of 
Public Instruction of Bengal, we may also find him installed in the chair of 
Vice-Chancellor, . oe | 


40. The Din Bandhu approves of the recent Government resolution 
_.° yegarding certain school-masters in the service of the 
School-masters and politics. Ahmednagar Education Society, but ‘says that the 
- Din Bandhu' (12), 12th Pee ‘tod thers sardine nak | : 
ae | rinciple enunciated therein regarding school-masters 
| Pa a S cailad aloof from politics would not alone be suffi- 
cient to protect boys from the evil effects of the teachings imparted to them by 
almost all school-masters. The paper requests Government to pay special 
attention to the general tendency observed among school-masters of reviling | 
the British Government and of celebrating Shivaji and Ganpati festivals in 
their schools in their leisure hours, and to pass the necessary orders so as to bind 
the school-masters down to their legitimate duty. be ance mee ear a8 hontai 
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41, The Kachchha = 98g nse accuses the authorities of the Cutch State 
i of showing undue partiality to a Judicial officer — | 
ei aiecias ve. named Mr. Himatlal Mayachand in the service of the cd 
due partiality to » Judicial State, though he openly takes bribes from the parties are 
= in the service of the ol ages tried by him. The Samédchdr insinuates a4 | 
hat they perhaps tolerate the corrupt practices of | 
Kachehh : 
1 Sth Mar. —— ee Himatilal because they must be receiving a share 
of his illegal profits. | 
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Intelligence extracted from the Press. 


‘ 42, We have received a letter from the Superintendent of the Yerowda 
Pothier Maa toad Central Jail, in which he acknowledges the receipt of 
sent ottea av sdaforTilazy, 20 copy of the Rig Veda sent through us to Mr. 
Champion (2), 18th Mar, ‘Tilak, and in which he states that the book will be 

| given to Mr. Tilak. So this pleasant incident ends in 

a pleasant manner, and Professor Max Muller will, we know, be glad to learn AG ae 
that his present is now in the hands of the person for whom it was intended. a 
The courteous way in which the whole matter was arranged leads us to believe 14 
that the authorities are not so unkindly disposed as some would have us think. 4 


43. Since the public came to know that Colonel Creagh was to be trans- oe 
; férred from Poona, the several wards of the city began 7S 
ng = a aaa ee : % to vie with each other in showing the sense of their ig 
Chairman of the Posts, Pla i appreciation of, and gratitude to, Colonel Creagh — 
Committee. and his colleagues for the effective yet sympathetic 
Mahraita (7), 13th Mar, § work they did in their successful attempts to combat 
| the plague. It was a fortnight ago that Colonel 
Creagh announced his approaching departure ; since then not a single day has 
passed without its own pleasant engagement of a pan supari party. Most 
of the city wards have till now had the pleasure of inviting the Colonel 
amongst them to receive the humblé token of their sincere thankfulness to him 
for the sympathetic way in Which he administered the plague measures, OF 
course the sentiments expressed on each of the occasions were much the same, 
and therefore we do not give in these columns anything like a detailed report. 
It may, however, be stated that while on the part of the city people there was 
_ a repeated expression of gratefulness to Colonel Creagh and the other officers for 
their best intentions and actively beneficent services, there was a reiterated 
expression of the fullest admiration and appreciation of the most valuable services ae 
rendered by the people themselves through the volunteers. On Sunday last, when a 
the last meeting of the volunteers was held, Colonel Creagh spoke almost in an eo 
ecstatic tone of thankfulness tothe volunteers, without whose help, he was kind 
enough to say, the present plague administration would have been another failure. 
On Wednesday last, again, when Budhwar Ward gave a pan supart party to 
Colonel Creagh, the city library presented a scene which was not witnessed for ao 
a long time before in Poona. The elite of the city had all turned up to give | Ala 
the Colonel a grand reception. We do not know who takes the place of Colonel oe 
Creagh; but whoever takes it; we may express a hope that Surgeon-Major a 
Reade would not be called away. Dr. Reade has worked for the last three | 1 aR 
months as a colleague of Colonel Creagh, and as a man of experience he is al | 
expected to continue the good traditions of the second plague administration. ar 
Dr. Keade has by this time understood that the key to success in any plague ee 
administration is the co-operation of the masses of the Native community, and a 
we should really be sorry ‘to lose an officer who has not only understood, but al eh 
appreciated the above fact. 5 


G, M. SATHE, 
_ Reporter on the Native Press. 
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ENGLISH, MARATHI AND GusaBa‘TI. | : 1 
195 |The Baroda Vatasl ...  ... .. we Baroda ee I oc, ws a 580 
Ena@uisH, Mara’tTHI, GUJARA’TI 

AND KONKANI. : | 


196 | The Garibdéncha Kaivéri (Amicus Pauperum)| Bombay Ae Fortnightly _... 1,600 


MARA’THI AND URDU. 


197 | The Gulbarga Samdchér ...  ... _—...| Gulbarga siwsj)~=Ss—i.. | Weekly... 450 
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Notes:—A. The notices from the different Newspapers have been collected in the Report under different heads 
which are printed in italics. 

B. The names of Newspapers are printed in the margin of the Report in italics, and the number of the News- 
paper in the above list is printed in brackets after the name, 


©, The system of spelling vernacular words followed by the Reporter is the same as that adopted in the 
Official Spelling List of the Bombay Presidency. One peculiar feature of this system is tnat wnen the long (a of 
or d) is the last letter of a word, the accent is left out, and the short a(3{ =u in gun) is, to prevent confusion, 
novet placed at the end of a word, This rule has been strictly followed, except that when the short a appears to be 
absolutely necessary to complete the pronunciation of a word, asin Arunodaya or the well-known Mitra, it is printed 
with a mark over it to indicate that it is short, thus—-d, 3 


D. The figures giving the circulation or number of copies published [of each newspaper and periodical as 
furnished by the proprietor, are not guaranteed as accurate, and in some instances must be regarded with caution, 
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Politics and the Public Administration. 


1, While commenting on the Financial Statement for 1898-99, the 
Mumbai Vaibhav says that it is a mistake on the part 
Comments onthe Financial of Government to go on increasing the public debt a 
perroty ee | ae incurring expenditure which cannot be met from 1 
umbut  Vustbhav (66), | ‘ mM ane a 
94th Mar. the ordinary revenues of the year. The best policy, 4 
observes the paper, is to make the revenue cover the 
expenditure each year. The paper also advises the Government of India to lay 
claim to and recover half the cost of the fronticr operations from the British 
treasury, saying that the safety of the Indian frontier is of importance not 
only to India but also to the whole Empire, 


2. The Praja Mitra refers to the reply of the Secretary of State for India 
dinides ca tts ot regarding the bestowal of the Victoria Crosson Natives 
is Sects’ of Stee for Of this country, and says that it is at a loss to under- 
India regarding the bestowal stand why an invidious racial distinction should be 
of the Victorix Cross on the observed where the only passport for the honour is 
head of ae 159). ign tHe display of unusual bravery in action at the risk of 
hi daa (152), 19th ite. ‘Nhe paper remarks that such a distinction, which | 
oe deprives gallant members of the Native army of a | oe 

much coveted honour, is even worse than the one which debars natives of " 
India from enrolling as volunteers. : 


3. We wonder if this is all that the Bombay Government can say in .. 

. defence of their extraordinary and extra-judivial pro- <i 

| Bh coma py pr epenevty ceedings in regard to the Natu brothers. Yet Lord : 
ment to the Queen’s address George Hamilton’s declaration has all the air of 
moved by the Honourable exhaustiveness. <A plot to obstruct plague measures, 


Mr. Roberts. ‘the boycotting of a lady nurse,and an atiempt tovollect 
M — Spectator (4), 20th evidence to showa lady who had died of disease to 


have died of an outrage by a soldier—was it on these 
charges only that an obsolete regulation was requisitioned in order to deport 
without trial two representatives of a family that hid helped the British Gov. 
ernment to establish its sway in the capital of the Peshwas? Are we come to 
this under the British raj, with all its maxims of liberty, justice and fairness ?. 
We must cease to laugh at Oriental despotism then. Obstruction to plague 
measures is common every where in India,and even Europeans join in it at places— 
for example, the Chamber of Commerce of our city, and our two Anglo-Indian 
dailies. Strikes and boycotting are, moreover, the very soul of popular move- ! 
ments of the day throughout Europe, It would be something like a discovery t 
to Lord George, who thought so gravely of a nurse losing her practice, to know 
that almost all our doctors in Bombay have lost their practice since the obligation 
was imposed on them of reporti g every plague case they came to know of. As 
regards the alleged attempt of the Natus to induce the police to make out a 
false case of outrage by a soldier, we should certainly like to know more of 
this, for we find it hard to believe that the shrewd Brahmins, who are repre- 
sented to have exercised such a subtle influence, would be so foolish as to 
take the police into their confidence in a matter of this kind. But if they 
were really so guilty, there are the law courts in which they could be tried 4 
and punished, A more lame case than the one made out by Lord George : 
Hamilton we can hardly conceive in defence of requisitioning, in 1898, a : 
regulation of 1827 dealing with “internal commotion.” We would, for the 
sake of the Bombay Government, yet wait and give them credit for having 
something much more serious to charge the Natus with than boycotting 
a lady nurse or assiduously influencing the police to make out a false case. 


4. We, let ussay at once, do not know the Natus—we never saw them, and 

| ~ until they were put in prison we were not aware of their 
Champion (2), 20th Mar. oxistence. After their arrest we naturally made en- 
quiries about them, and our information is that the elder is a strictly religious 
and somewhat narrow-minded Hindu. The younger is a man who docs not care 
a jot for politics of any description ; on the contrary, he is more at home on 
the racecourse than in any other place. Such, then, are the men kept in prison: 
cow 2161—8 
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by Lord George Hamilton. He says that a threatening letter “ purporting” 

to be signed by one of them is in existence. It is an easy matter to. produce 

that letter ;its production will not interfere with public tranquillity ; and if it 

be really signed by one of the Natus, he can be tried for interfering with a 
public servant in the discharge of her duties. That, at least, would satisfy the ~ - 
public mind. We have’been told, although we cannot vouch for the accuracy 

of the statement, that the letter in question was never signed by: either of the 


ql - Natus. A public trial would put that matter right. As to the attempt to 
j | | corrupt a policeman, as we said last week, that too can easily form a subject for 
aa a trial ina Court of law. Let us have tbat trial, and until we have it, English. 


aie men, for very shame, should not allude to the Dreyfus affair; for here in India, 
ag right in our midst, we have a scardal precisely and absolutely the same. The 
i - Natus may be guilty of frightening nurses, they may be guilty of corrupting 
: the police—we do not know, nor do we care; but this we do know, and for 
i which we very much care, they have not been tried, and the regulation under 

which they are imprisoned was meant for serious criminals and not for men who 
<< are supposed to have written letters to frighten lady doctors. 


5. The reasons for the detention ofthe Natu brothers are changing like 
ai | | the colour of the chameleon. We have no means of 
A Sudha'rak (21), 21st Mar. testing the truth or falsity of the reasons now alleged, 
| but it is not difficult to show how one of the reasons, at any rate, is lame. ‘lhe 
number of births in the city of Poona was 328 in the month of. January 1897. . 
After this it steadily declined each month on account of the general exodus of 
a the population, tillin the month previous to the deportation of the Natus it 
My stood at 87. Bearing in mind that it was the middle and well-to-do classes of 
is the population that had left the city and that it was only the poor and the help- 
less who remained, how can we say that the loss sustained by the nurse in her 
practice of midwifery was due to the instigation of one of the Natu brothers? 
Is it not more natural to infer. that there was practically no practice to be had 
at all in Poona under the pesuliar circumstances of the city, with its birth-rate 
reduced ninety per cent.? Even assuming for the sake of argument that the 
nurse did lose her practice through the influence of one of the Natus, was ita 
sufficient justification to put Regulation XXV of 1327 into force, and would it 
ee not have been better to ask the aggrieved nurse to seek her remedy in a Civil 
| Court ? : 


6. The plague has brought a series of disasters in its train. All of these 
are due to the oppressive policy of Government in 
Allegeddangeroustendency dealing with the plague. If the Government: had 
of the plague policy of Gov- foHowed a mild and conciliatory policy in suppressing | 
Srumen® the disease, there wouid have been no Poona murd 
Sudhakar (89), 19th Mar, : tid : ers, 
no imprisonment of the Natu brothers and the Honour- 
able Mr. Tilak, and no serious riots either at Sinnar or at Bombay. ‘I'he plague 
measures of Government have proved unavailing in most places, and their only 
result has been to sow disaffection in the minds of the people and to embitter 
and exasperate their feelings against the Government. The Government ma 
be prepared to meet this discontent, but is it not dangerous and undesirable that 
the Government should have to act against the people? The Government is 
taking advantage of the meekness of the people, but it must remember that 
there is a limit to this meekness, and that when that limit is passed its ve 
existence would be imperilled. Let Government, therefore, dismiss all malice 
from their minds and show readiness to respect and abide by public opinion. 
a Let the Natu brothers and Mr. Tilak be released at once and we promise that 
ee there would be.an end fo all discontent, riots and . imaginary political 
a conspiracies. -* : . — 
4. The oppression of the authorities at the detention camps of Poona, 
or _ Manméd, Bhuséval, &c., is increasing along with the 
Alleged oppression of the plague. Passengers are detained on the slizhtest pre- 
a Si the various text and obliged to make a) compulsory | halt in the 
eo Qurdlehi (45), 25th and (Jwnglt) prison of the quarantme camp: How long 
%6thMar, » iw te. the poopie to endure this oppression ? .Every . 
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plague duty. There is forced. separation among the near relations of thousands 
_ of families. . We hope that the Plague Committee will earn the blessings of the 
ple by abolishing the nuisance of the detention camps. [In its issue of the 
6th instant the same paper says that detention camps are unsuited to the 
circumstances of this country, and that instead of preventing the spread of the 
plague they become instrumental in varrying it far and wide. It illustrates its 
contention by pointing to the comparatively smaller area traversed by the plague 
last year when there were no detention camps and no restraint upon the move- 
ments of the population. | : 


8. The Mumbai Vaibhav requests the Bombay Government to abolish all 

| the detention camps in the presidency, inasmuch as 

Abolition of all detention they seriously hamper trade, cause extreme vexation © 
pee in the presidency and annoyance to the people, and inflict heavy loss 
esired. ‘ er | | 

Mumbai Vaibhav (66), Upon the labouring class by restricting the freedom of 

23rd Mar, their movements, The paper also objects to the 

maintenance of the detention camps on the ground of 


their cost, 


9. Merchants travelling on business are hereafter to be exempted from 
| ee a eee detention and Mr. DuBoulay is at present entrusted 
urdihs (£0), 22nd Mar. —_with the work of issuing the necessary passes to them. 
But before obtaining this pass a‘merchant has to lose two or three days in 
securing two preliminary certificates, one of health from the District Medical 
officer and one from a Justice of the Peace stating that. the applicant for the pass 
is a bona fide merchant wishing to travel on business. All these preliminaries 
can, we think, be safely dispensed with. So much for the system of issuing 
passes to business men. But what about the labourers and cartmen who went 
-on strike chiefly by way of protesting against the quarantine restrictions in the 
mofussil and who resumed work relying on the assurances of officers? When 
are these harassing restrictions to be abolished? If they are not soon done 
away with, there is a great danger‘of discontent spreading again among the 
working classes.of Bombay. ‘We therefore suggest that all restrictions upon 
travelling except a thorough medical examination and the detention of people 
found to suffer from plague or asuspicious kind of fever should be removed. 


10. The Akhbarr-e-Islam writes that the expectation of the medical gentle- 

PSS eo aa oa, men with regard to the subsidence of the plague with 
- am br-mletim (122), ” the advent of the hot season has been falsified, as the 
j returns for the last week show the highest mortality. 
The paper says that if the rate of mortality continues as high as at present 
panic will take hold of the population, and that to prevent this the best course 
would be to dispense with all restrictions on the movements of all healthy 
people, -It adds that if Government were to adopt such a course, the people 
would feel highly thankful to them. | ee 


11. Who is to bear the expenditure incurred by the Bombay Plague Com-. 
| mittee? This Committee was thrust upon the Corpo- 
Plague expenditure in Bom- yation and plenary powers were given to it in the 
bay and the -liability of the matter of expenditure in coping with the plague. The 
Geckos tb), a «, Corporation was asked to pay the Committee’s bill 
Mar. without a word of murmur or dissent. The Committee 
did anything it liked and spent money as it liked, the 
‘Corporation having no voice or control over the Committee’s expenditure. The 
Committee has up till now spent no less than 23 lakhs of rupees on the sup- 
pression of the plague, and if one were to ask what results have been obtained 
by such a large expenditure, the only honest answer possible is ‘that the Com- 
mittee’s labours have simply resulted in the recent Bombay riots. - Is the Corpo- 
ration to bear this burden single-handed? ‘Was not the country interested in 
‘the prevention and svippression of the plague in Bombay? If Bombay had 
ghirked the task, would not the disease have spread like wildfire over the whole 
country and carried its deadly ravages‘far and wide? ‘Was it not, therefore, the — 
- duty of the Government to contribute a material portion of the total plague 
- expenditure ? ‘The Government of Lord. Elgin has decided to contribute ‘towards - 


Fd 


- 


10 


it only a miserable two lakhs! This is nothing but injustice and oppression, 
and a stigma upon the sense of justice of Lord Elgin and the English people in ~ 


general, 


‘ 


12, This beautiful city of Bombay is at present in a very bad plight. 


Expenditure of the Bom- 
Hay Plague Committee and 
its effect on municipal trea- 
aury. 

Rast Goftdr (117), 20th 
Mar., Eng. cols. 


The plague has, no doubt, already dealt a severe blow 
to its material prosperity, and the matter has become 
a very serious one, as it is not possible to say when 
this deadly scourge will finally disappear. ‘The Plague 
Committee have already spent over 22 lakhs of rupees, 
and there seems to be no limit to their demands on 
the Municipality. The Municipal Commissioner has 


already warned the Standing Committee and the Corporation as to the prob- 
able effects of this never-ceasing drain on the municipal treasury. ‘The situ- 
ation has consequently become very complicated. The tension between the 
Corporation and the Plague Committee is, to say the least of it, extremely 
undesirable, and we hope that the.Government of His Excellency Lord Sand- 
hurst will find out some modus vivendt which will smooth matters in a way 
acceptable to the city at large. : : 


18. Admirably suited to the times was the Governor’s assuring speech to 


His Excellency Lord Sand- 
hurst’s recent speech at the 
Town Hall and the modifica- 
tions of the plague operations 
in Bombay. 


the Justices, Itis easy to take credit for prevision, 
and easier still to suggest methods of punishment and 
of repression. Itis a nobler mission, if less easy, to 
bring the message of peace and love in times of excite- 
ment. like those produced by the recent. outbreak of 


Indian Spectator (4), 20th 


- fanaticism and ignorant brutality in the town. No 
ar. 


- cne could better fill the réle of the peace-maker than 
Lord Sandhurst, and he filled it on Wednesday with conspicuous success. His 
exhortation to forget the painful incidents of the riot, and his dictum that it 
would rather be a sign of weakness than strength for Governmeni to abandon 
a scheme for.kindly concessions to the public at large, because of the rowdiness 
of a few, would do credit to the heart and head alike of a ruler of men. Would 
that Anglo-Indian politics gave more examples of the kind recently set by the 
Governor of Bombay, and that Indian politicians knew how to appreciate these. 


Mahreita (7), 20th Mar. 
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suspect that though Lord Sandhurst could have more or less successiully mili- 
tated against them, the meddlesome mandates of the Home Government must 
have proved always too much for him and never left really a free hand for him 


in the plague administration as in dealing with the outburst of so-called sedition 


in the Deccan. Now it seems His Excellency’s liberal instincts have found a 
freer vent. : 


15, His Excellency’s “goer bos the Town Hall addressed to the Justices 
| . of the Peace at Bombay was memorable in many 
Re ay (21), 2lst Mar, respects. We are glad we are able on this occasion 

to congratulate His Excellency on the extreme cool 
ness of judgment and superior self-respect and self-reliance unshaken by the 
feverish considerations prompted by the exigencies of the hour. Indeed, if His 
Excellency had given up the plan of grappling with the situation in a manner 
conciliatory to the suffering inhabitants of Bombay because of the unfortunate 
riot, there was no lack of. spirited statesmen and journalists to hold that 
up as an act indicating strength and fortitude on his part; but the present 
course, though least calculated to contribute to the glamour of the power, is by far 
the superior course. It is indeed absurd to say that Government were terrified 
into compliance with the demands of the rioters, for a few shots and handfuls 
_ of powder were sufficient to scatter them to the four winds.. We warn our 
friends in Bombay that the Anglo-Indian press and the Tory press in England 
will not spare His Excellency for the confidence he has so completely placed in 
the natives of India, if the present turn of affairs ends in a fiasco. They have, 
therefore, every reason to put forth their best energies and succeed in utterly 
stamping out the plague. 


16. The principles on which plague measures should generally be based, 
Shri Sayajé Vijaya (19), * enunciated by His. Lordship the other day at the 
19th May. Wor. cde «SSCS meeting of the Justices of the Peace in Bombay, are 
G such as no conscientious citizen, not even the ignorant 
cartman or the labourer, can object to, and the pity of it is that His Excellency 
did not put into practice these very principles earlier and at other places too. 
Had these words of wisdom, this spirit of conciliation and sympathy, guided 
the counsels that prevailed in Poona in August last, what an amount of 
misery to the public and worry to the Government would have been saved! 
Doubt has been expressed in some quarters regarding the practical working of 
the new scheme. All that canand need just now be said about its feasibility 
is that it would prove equally, if not more, successful than the one it replaces. 
It is less costly and can be worked on the least lines of resistance. Lastly, in 
would enable the rulers and the ruled to “ travel on the ‘same road in perfect 
‘union one with another,”’ 


17. The relaxation of the plague regulations which Government have 
Suhodh Patrika (20). 2081 resolved to make, and the co-operation of the people 
Mar. Eng ng (20), 20¢n- which they have invited so soon after the recent riots 
Sept ae and the strike, are measures of genuine statesmanship 
which will earn the gratitude of the people. These measures were, indeed, 
contemplated some time before; but the riots and the strike intervened at an 
inopportune moment. Under such circumstances the first feeling to arise 
would have been one of resentment and of a desire to delay the remedial mea- 
sures for a time, if only to show that not violence but respectful representation 
of grievances is the proper mode of seeking redress. But, as His Excellency 
the Governor remarked the other day, fears of this character ought not to - 
deter a strong Government from doing the good it contemplated before. This is 
really keeping one’s head cool in an emergency, and the present Government has 
risen to the occasion. The leaders of Native society have now equally to rise to 
a sense of their duty, and accept and loyally discharge the responsibility which 
Government have thrown upon them, of successfully carrying out the principles 
of Government to meet the plague. | ; 


18. The new departure which the State took on Tuesday last has in it 

; es | all the elements’ of hope. Our only regret is that it 

grease sean (114), 20th vas not taken earlier. It may yet be too premature 

a kei | to forecast how the new measures will work. It is 
oon 2161—4 7 


nothing can be done for them and they must be left to their fate. Lord 
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but right that the citizens themselves should put their shoulders to the wheel 
and strive their best to exorcise this demon of the plague, which has created so 
lamentable a havoc in this great city of ours. Sympathy wehave. There is no 
question as to the sincerity of His Excellency the Governor and Sir Charles 
Ollivant in the matter. We were much pleased, indeed, to see the latter freely 
mixing with the variety of the people whom he met at that meeting held at Sir 
George Cotton’s office on Thursday last and candidly offering his suggestions 
and explaining the aims and objects of the new measures of Government. We 
need not say that Lord Sandhurst, Sir Charles Ollivant and Sir George Cotton | 
have by their recent action highly raised themselves in popular estimation. 


19. The concessions announced by His Excellency in the administration of 


Indian Spectator (4), 20th plague measures in our city have, of course, been 
. ’ 


om hailed with satisfaction by the populace, and, for 


the time being—thanks to the exertions of Sir 
George Cotton, Mr. Vincent, Mr. Govindji Thakersey and others—the city 
has resumed its normal industrial activity. The idea of a roster, of a bench of 
Justices, to hear complaints is an excellent one. The promise of a relaxation of 
quarantine rules in favour of men of business is anotnerrayof hope. We trust 
there are no disappointments in store for the public in regard to these where the 
working of the rules is concerned. Itis muchmore difficult to speak with anything | 
like confidence when we come to the measures directly pertaining to the work of 
suppressing the plague which are to be substituted for the existing system. It 
isa -wide jump we are to take, from a-complete official organization to a 
disjointed and ungraded collection of non-officials. We should have much 
preferred a combination of the two elements—something like a happy medium, 
wherein non-official sympathy and official stringency would be a supplement of 
and a counter-check to each other. As nothing has yet been finally done, we 
hope Government will see the necessity of providing some official element to 
co-ordinate and hold together, to direct and divide the work to be done between 
the disjointed unit of the headmen of each caste who are to take the place of 
official search parties. We would heartily back the proposal of the Zimes of 
India to have Colonel Creagh entrusted with the work of organizing and giving 
effect to the new scheme. 


20. Itis all very well for Government to seek Native help and co-operation 
i ik oe all when their own administration has ended in a fiasco 
ahratta (7), 2th Mar. and they have been confronted face to face with 
such tremendous forces as head-breaking rioters anda work-striking popula- 
tion; in one word, when what is now a failure would have been a disaster 
but for taking the people into confidence. In the hey-day of power Govern- 
ment showed such contempt for Natives that not the gnost respectable man of 
them was regarded as fit for sitting on a Plague Committee. Under. these 
circumstances of withering discouragement, it may not be unnatural if the 
Native agency now in Bombay should feel not sufficiently encouraged or even 
unable todo their work. But we are far from being hopeless in the matter. 
Let Government even now express their confidence in Native communities by 
taking their leaders on the Plague Committee and assigning them specific 
responsibilities, and we are sure that they would justify that confidence. 


21, The speech which His Excellency Lord Sandhurst delivered in 


es Bombay during the week has had the desired effect— 
Champion (2), 20th Mar. 5+ hag quieted the city. Until the speech was made 


matters looked bad—very bad indeed. On the one hand a Government, worried 


beyond expression by a sullen population, and, on the other, a people driven to 
despair by a merciless disease—these were the factors that caused the most 
foolish to ponder. However, things to-day are looking better, and this has been 
brought about by the sympathetic words of the Governor. After a speech of 
this kind there is but one thing to do; all should rally ,round Lord Sandhurst, 
for he has taken the people into his confidence, and he has invited every one to 
help in the destruction of the. pestilence. If after this act of His Excellency 
the public persist in sullenness, or if they will not aid in the good work, then 
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Sandhurst has acted generously, and every one must treat him and his Govern- | 
ment in the same manner. We have, however, two faults to find with His 
Lordship’s speech. The first is, when he spoke of the “ hysterical ” dissatisfac- 
tion which the presence of the soldiers caused, thereby implying that the 
dissatisfaction was, in a measure, baseless. We are not prepared to believe 
everything that is uttered by a panic-stricken people; but we do think that the 
use of the word “ hysterical’ was a mistake, and, because we do think this, we 


.,. have thought it our duty, in another part of this paper, to publish some 


complaints that have reached us, the truth of one of which, we are told, is soon 
to be tested ina Court of law. The other fault we have to find with His 
Excellency is that he has not abolished the Bombay Plague Committee. 
Practically, of course, he has done that, but he should have done it actually. 
Had the plague been suppressed this Committee would have claimed all the 
honours, and since their policy has been a failure in every respect they in 
fairness should suffer the disgrace. 


22. After the Bombay ig it was generally feared that Lord Sandhurst 
ake wou ursue the same policy as was followed in 
ee Poona Led the murder of Mi. Rand, and that His 
Lordship would try to intimidate the Justices in Bombay with a menacing 
speech as did Mr. Lamb the gentry of Poona. But we are glad to find that 
His Lord ship’s speech to the Justices is full of sympathy and worthy of a true 
statesman. Sir Charles Ollivant spoke to the strikers in the same strain and 
altogether there is an absence of that imperious high-handedness which char- 
acterised the policy of Government soon after the murder of Mr. Rand. Sug- 
gestions were no doubt made by selfish, illiberal and irresponsible advisers in 
the press that Bombay should be dealt with in the same way as Poona, but 
fortunately the local Government seem to have resumed their cool-headedness — 
and the innate liberalism of Lord Sandhurst has asserted itself. We pray His 
Excellency not to be led away by his selfish and high-handed Anglo-Indian 
advisers, because the discredit and ignominy, if any, which may attend the adop- 
tion of the policy suggested by his advisers would fall solely upon him. If His 
Lordship treats the Muhammadans of Bombay with kindness, the strength of 
the British raj will not suffer in any way. We congratulate His Excellency on 
his having begun to follow the bent of his own mind, 


23. All honour to His Excellency for his kind consideration of the com- 
| _ . plaints of the suffering people! All honour to 
Prana - — (15), 4Ist Tord Sandhurst for his having thus freed himself 

ek case Sots from the trammels of prejudiced advisers! Well 
might the people of Bombay use the words of poor, innocent Arthur to 
Hubert in King John and say, “ Ah! now you are your own self—now you look 
like Lord Sandhurst!’’ Alas! If this change had only taken place six 
months ago, we would never have heard of the press prosecutions or of 
the Black Act. But let us be thankful for small mercies and rally round 
the standard of retonciliation and mutual confidence so nobly unfurled by Lord 
Sandhurst. The most superficial observer will see at a glance that the new rules 
strike at the very root of all discontent. We are afraid Lord Sandhurst will 
have to submit at the hands of fire-eating Anglo-Indians to “the spurns which 
patient merit of the unworthy takes.’’ But what is that when compared with 
the heartfelt gratitude of millions of loyal people ? 


24. The speeches of His Excellency the Governor and the Honourable Sir 
| ee Charles Ollivant show that Government are at: last 
Shri Saydji Vijaya (118), eonyinced of the fact that their plague measures acted 
— oppressively upon the people and that there was just 
ground for popular complaints in the matter. Is it not then reasonable to 
infer that the Poona people also must have had some legitimate grievances when 
they complained against the plague measures last year? If so, can the charge 
brought against the Natu brothers and Mr. Tilak and some Native newspapers, 
viz., of inciting the people to disaffection, stand good any longer? Dogs it not 
behove the Government to withdraw all the measures adopted by them since the 
date of the Poona tragedy ? | | 
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25. ‘* Be an organization never so’good, there are always lines in which it 
Depké Thoki th tia ON be improved,” said His Excellency the Governor 
Mar. En :. ld! (°), 41st in his recent speech before the Justices of the Peace 
: of Bombay. No doubt it wasa confession unfortu- 
nately made too late, though for all that it is none the less welcome. The 
Deccan Sabha had during the last outbreak of the plague at Poona, in the most 
respectful terms, attempted to impress precisely this truism on the attention of 
the Poona Plague Committee and on that of the Government of Bombay, and 
for all its trouble no words were found too strong to characterise its impudence, 
- His Excellency the Governor frankly admits that “there is only one way im 
which we could hope to vanquish the plague, but before we can hope to do that 
the first thing we must do is to keep our heads cool, as we call it in England. 
The only way to accomplish that to which I have just alluded is to maintain 
an attitude of the greatest patience, forbearance and courage, and above all 
mutual confidence in one another, before we can hope to repel the most stubborn 
and insidious foe that has ever invaded Bombay.” The principle thus efun- 
ciated is well worthy of the best statesmanship, and in acting upon it His Excel- 
lency the Governor will be entitled to our eternal gratitude. But this principle, 
if it is true of one place, must also apply with equal effect to other places irres- 
pective of their influence and importance. We are extremely unwilling to-make 
any reference to the first plague regime in Poona for one thing, because the then 
Chairman is now dead, and for another, because.no useful purpose will beservedin 
raking up the recollections of that extremely trying period. In view, however, of 
the lawless and unconstitutional way in which Bombay sought to get redress for 
its grievances, we believe we are bound to show that the much injured and 
maligned population of Poona had adopted means entirely different and ‘per- 
fectly loyal. These were the lines on which the plague measures were carried. 
Out in Poona. His Excellency did not deem it necessary to constitute a 
‘roster’ to enquire into, and so far as possible redress, the grievances of the 
people of Poona. We do not grudge our Bombay friends the ‘roster’ they 
have been given. We only desire to show that we then met with, to say the 
least of it, anything but a sympathetic and considerate treatment. We have 
only referred to the events before the foul murder of Mr. Rand. After that 
dastardly deed, as was natural, Government seemed to have forgotten to keep 
their heads cool. It was assumed that the complaints against the plague 
operations were inspired, if not manufactured, by the reptile, seditious vernacu- 
lar press and’ the press was overhauled—a proceeding which led to the amend- 
ment of the law of sedition. The memorial of the Deccan Sabha was 
declared by His Excellency the Governor to be a forgery and there was an end. 
of the matter. A deep-laid Brahmin conspiracy was suspected, and in the 
interests of the peace and tranquillity of the Deccan the Natu brothers were 
deported under an antiquated regulation. A punitive police force was quartered 
in the city to keep the people under control. We trust Government will show 
firmness, determination, and, above all, fairness and_ consistency, and take im- 
mediate steps to quarter a heavy punitive police force in the disturbed area, 
the cost of such force being borne by the Julai community. His Excellency 
the Governor has to show firmness and fairness on all occasions and at all places, 
and we have no doubt he will not be found wanting in them at this crisis. 


26, His Excellency Lord Sandhurst’s speech to the Justices of the Peace 
Phenix (8),28rd Mar, | 12 Bombay will goa great way to scatter the unfortu- 
. nate opinion which the public had been forming of 
him, It was a speech worthy of a Governor. Lord Sandhurst has now risen to 
a consciousness of the fact that everything was not right with the plague opera-— 
tions which he had helped to initiate, and we are glad that he means to modify 
them and take the people into his confidence. 


27. The speech of His Moisi Lord Sandhurst before the Justices 

| marks, as it were, a new erain His Lordship’s adminis- 

suet * rakaeh (41), 24th tration. Those who will take the trouble tb compare 
as" the present situation in Bombay with the condition of 
things obtaining in Poona about this time last year and mark the measures 
adopted by Government in dealing with each, can hardly bring themselves to 

- believe that they emanate from the administration of one and the same Gov- 
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ernor. The indifference and contempt shown to the people of Poona for ventur- 
ing to lay before the authorities their grievances regarding the manner of 
earrying out plague measures is in marked contrast with the policy of gentle 
conciliatoriness adopted by the local Government after the recent riots in 
Bombay. We are glad to find that Lord Sandhurst has, though too late, learnt 
the advisability of keeping a cool head in times of crises and of winning the 
hearts of the people by seeking their co-operation. We trust the noble and 
Kindly impulse which seems to sway His Excellency’s mind at present will 
contizue to influence him during the rest of his regime and make people forget 
the unpleasantness of the first half of it. , ) os 


28. His Lordship’s speech is conceived in a spirit of such generous 
iemecae rion ota sympathy, forbearance and moderation that it is cal- 
Sis, ep (408), 20th Mar» culated to inspire people with a feeling of confidence 

and with a desire to help and co-operate in chasing 
away the dreadful enemy that has invaded this city. We sincerely con- 
gratulate His Excellency on the signal service he has rendered to this city by 
the magnanimous and admirable spirit which pervades his address to the Justices. 
On one point at least let there be no misunderstanding. Lord Sandhurst’s Gov- 
ernment mean by their measures to drive away plague and to do good to the 
pecple. His Excellency himself does not deny the existence of hardships, incon- 
venience and troubles. He is keenly alive to them. It behoves intelligent and 
responsible citizens of Bombay to do all they can in their power to lessen mis- 
understanding, to relieve suffering and contribute to the accomplishment of. the 
object which every person, poor or rich, official or non-official, has anxiously at 
heart at this crisis. | | 


s 


29. The same paper, in its vernacular columns, expresses its pleasure, 


Gujarati (108), 20th 


Mas. resorting to stringent measures in consequence of the 


} | : unfortunate events of last week, but have madea 
praiseworthy attempt to take the people into their confidence. The paper 
Observes that it is difficult to imagine the serious consequences that would have 
resulted if His Excellency Lord Sandhurst had followed @ mistaken policy at this 
juncture, 


30. The Hindi Punch gives a cartoon entitled “ Delighted,” in which a © 


Hindu lady is depicted in a joyous mood. The letter- 
‘press runs as follows:—Hooray! Hooray! A ray 
of comfort from a kind and sympathetic Government 
at last! And the people-are bathed in the sunlight of hope! Hrewhile sinking 
under the crushing weight of despair, now buoyant and radiant! The editor 
ives the following explanation:—The new plague measures adopted by the 
overnment have given great satisfaction to the Native public of Bombay. 


Hindi Punch (111), 20th 


81. The same paper gives another cartoon entitled “The New Departure,’ 


ae | in which a Parsi husband and wife are represented as 
Figo, Punch (111), 20th talking with each other as follows :—Mrs. Karka 
: | Balu—Why so sad, dear? So down-cast ? Doctor 


K. B.—Cast down indeed! Thrown from my lofty position! Fallen! I’m 


without work and without money! My occupation gone! Mrs. K. B.—No 
poetising here! . Talk sense, will you? The plague’s not gone yet! Why 
should you? Dr. K. B.—Ah! Don’t you know? ‘They’ve gone and made a 
sweeping change. No more house to house visitation, no more search parties | 
Oh! how we fattened for months upon months on the Civic Father’s bounty ! 
A mere sinecure! A couple of hours in the streets, a few houses searched, a 
spicy report of our doings, and there the matter ended! But the nasty people 
did not see what was good for them—for us, I mean—and so we’re off! Ah! 
the old starving days again, my love! Is that not enough to make a fellow sad ? 


32, A Bombay correspondent of the A. esari writes :—The modifications pro- 


posed by His Excellency in the plague measures in | 


Doubt expressed as to the Bomba -are sensible no doubt, and will, if carried into 
effect, be found convenient by the people. But the 
question is whether the suggested modifications will be 


ably because experience has taught them at every 


that Government have not committed the mistake of 


>. 
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carried out. Many are sceptical on the point, pro- 
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step in these plague times that the Government makes promises, but that the sub- 
ordinate officers fail to observe them. ‘The proposed modifications are (as yet) 
verbal and on paper merely, and it remains to be seen how far they will be ~ 
practically enforced. If they are, half the number of deaths resulting from 
panic rather than from plague would very probably be averted. | | 


33. Those of the public at Bombay and elsewhere who had a respect for 
constitutional’ methods had cried themselves hoarse 
_Bombay riots and their over the indifference of the Bombay Government to 
alleged effect on the plague the ynsympathetic rule of the Bombay Plague Com- 
policy of the Bombay Gov- ; : 
sili: mittee. But it was reserved for the roughs of the 
Mahratta (7), 2th Mar. Mubammadan community in Bombay to successfully 
rouse the absent-minded Government to do its duty. 
We are all so glad that the Bombay Plague Committee nave been forced to 
make a practical exit from the scene. Our only regret is that peaceful citizens 
should have had to eat the humble pie, that all constitutional agitation 
should have been snubbed, that public discontent should have been allowed. 
to develope into anarchy for want of timely relief and redress, and that 
sheer physical force of a lawless mob should have in the end won the much 
needed concessions for themselves and their law-abiding brethren. ‘Indeed, His 
Excellency has assured us that some time before the riots he had been considering 
how he might, with advantage, improve the plague organization. We of course 
accept His Excellency’s word in the matter. But may we not at the same 
time. point out that it is somewhat strange that not a word should have 
betrayed that secret psychological operation till the riots had taken place? By 
a curious accident His Excellency was parleying with a deputation of the 
Justices exactly at the hour when the masses, of course not in the confidence 
of His Excellency, were making a demonstrative protest in the streets. But 
then, if we remember aright, His Excellency never said a word to the deputation 
about any measures already in operation aad complained against, but offered an 
explanation about a measure which was then only in contemplation, so that 
it. could scarcely be said that His Excellency was thinking of anything like a 
wholesale change in the plague administration realised since the riots. If His 
Excellency did really want to make such a change he might certainly be 
expected to have said something about it to the deputation. What we contend 
is that what was refused to the peaceful citizens of Bombay was readily 
granted to the citizens of the other sort. At least the mob has run away 
with the impression that they havea feather in their cap. What shall we 
now say of this policy, under which it seems as if discount were laid upon law- 
abiding conduct and premium upon lawlessness? It looks really as if Govern- 
ment exhibited weakness on their part. The concessions made to the people 
are notin themselves a sign of weakness: why, all that was due to the people 


ve had patiently suffered and_ tried all peaceful methods of making themselves 
eard. 


34. One Mr. Navroji Nasarvanji Bharucha writes to the Jdm-e-Jamshed 
that much difficulty is experienced in obtaining passes 

Difficulty of obtaining from Mr. DuBoulay whosits in the Town Hall, Bombay, 
“9c haga Mr. DuBonlayion and that many applicants go away in disgust and 
Tice Jamshad (141), 23ra disappointment, and that therefore there is need of 
Mar. increase in the establishment under that officer. The 
editor, in reply to this communication, remarks that he 

knows Mr. DuBoulay to be a careful and painstaking officer and that he will 
never put persons to unnecessary difficulty. However, he adds thatif the 
attention of the Plague Secretary to Government or of the Honourable Sir 
Charles Ollivant be drawn to the matter, all the shortcomings in the present 


arrangements will be removed, | 


85. To illustrate how the good intentions of His Excellency Lord Sandhurst 

sr in effecting great alterations in the plague administra- 
Pl “eSoddyar (128), tion in Bombay are frustrated by the manner in which 
ae the subordinate officers treat the people, the Akhbdr-e- 
- Soddgar cites a few cases of persons-having found it very difficult to get passes 


from Mr. DuBoulay to enable them to go ‘out of Bombay, states that such 


passes though obtained with great diffioulty do not exempt Tago from the 
worry of quarantine at’ their places of destination, renfarks that the new 
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arrangements have only been a change from King Log to King Stork, and 
recommends Government to see that their orders are duly carried out by their 
officers and not disregarded as they appear to be. 


36, The Akhbdr-e-Isldm similarly writes that the system of issuing passes to 

ee -  business-men is not simple and satisfactory and causes 

Akhbér-e-Islém- (122), 22nd inconvenience and delays, in spite of Mr. DuBoulay’s 

Mar. exertions to expedite the issue of passes to all appli- 
| cants. 


37, The new pass system secures the convenience of business-men alone 

oe and gives no facilities to the general population. * It 
Py cucda pete dicta wine should, therefore, be exbondad to all healthy persons, 
There is no objection to medical examination during the journey as well as on 
arrival at destination, but the compulsory halt of 10 days in an observation 
camp should be dispensed with, as the people are quite disgusted with the in- 
convenience it involves. We hope Mr. DuBoulay will move Government to 
extend the scope of the pass system. , 


38. A step lately taken by the Bombay Plague Committee clearly in- 
| ; dicates how little attention has hitherto been paid 
recmgs. Plague Committee bv it to Native public opinion. We learn that the 
and the necessity for its being : 
in touch with Native public Committee has now requested the Government Re- 
opinion on its working. porter on the Native Press to draw its attention to the 
Jéim-e-Jamshed (141), 23rd writings in the Native papers on the subject of the 
_ } plague administration, Ifour information be correct, 
what care has the Committee taken up to this time to keep itself informed of 
_ the people’s complaints and feelings in the matter of plague operations? The 
Committee has spent nearly 23 lakhs of rupees on the employment of a number 
of doctors and assistants, &c., on liberal salaries, but did it never feel the 
necessity for ascertaining through one of its assistants and attending to Native 
public opinion? It isonly at the eleventh hour, when public clamour grew 
intense and the Government thought fit to effect a change in the plague 
administration, that the Plague Committee of Sir James Campbell has awakened 
to the expediency of being in touch with the opinions and feelings of the Native 
public anent its own operations! If the Committee had taken early steps in. 
this direction, public discontent would not have reached that pitch which it 
did during the last fortnight. 


89. The recent riots, it is said, have opened the eyes of Government to the 

| oppressive character of the operations of the. Plague 

Alleged harshness of the Qommittee, and they seem to have made up their minds 
Bombay Plague Committee to Jisten to the grievances of the people and to show 


i eadlen, load Seas sympathy with them in carrying out plague measures. 


hurst. But while Government are giving assurances to the 
Gurakht (45), 20th Mar. ublic to this effect, the harshness of the Plague 


: ommittee continues as ever. Only yesterday, the 
whole of Mangalwadi was (ordered to be) :completely: evacuated. We do_ not 
understand why Government say one thing and do another, If this sort of 
thing continues, the people are likely to think that Government are deceiving 
them by delusive assurances. The discontent among the people has lately begun 
to abate, but if it begins to increase again owing to such conduct on the part of 
Government, no good can come out of it. Will Mr. DuBoulay enquire and 
redress the grievances, if any, of the residents of Mangalwadi ? 


40. The Champion publishes two letters addressed to the Plague Com- 

' — mittee of Bombay, one signed by the inhabitants of 

_ Complaints against the jd Nagpada and complaining of the desecration of a 
plagne eee akk wer Hindu temple by alady belonging to the search party, 
emi and the other signed by Messrs. Daftary and Fereira 
Attorneys, and complaining of two gunners improperly examining a Hindu 
se he paEee adds oy footnote that the names of the persons complained — 


y set out in the original letters. 
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- 41; It must be said in the interests of truth that it was unwisdom which. 
Ae: ; _~brewed all those troubles which culminated in the 

Bombay riots of 9th March deplorable occurrence of Wednesday week. For 
_ 5 anne ei ofthe months past the air was full of broad whispers of 
"Kaiser-o-Hind (114) votn the zulum inflicted on the poorest masses by the 
Mar, Eng. cols. : underlings who carried out plague operations in this 
TERS - city. There were not wanting men in the community 
who brought the facts of the petty oppression to the notice of the highest 
authorities, but all to no purpose. ‘They were not in a mood of mind to 
listen, self-sufficient as they were in the virtue of their own methods and 
rheasures and strong in their strength as Government. If one could have 
read their inner mind, he would have observed that it signified a contemptuous 
disregard of the voice of the wise among the people. ‘“ The wisdom of their 
wise men shall perish ’—that was the guiding principle! But the Nemesis 
of events proved too strong for those who fondly indulged in that principle. 
7 By a cruel irony of: fate the chief of the State was constrained to appeal 
-- .«  tothose very men whose wisdom he had previously allowed to perish! 
eo The outburst of popular resentment demonstrated the folly of the previous - 
policy and the unwisdom which had unfortunately guided it. Let us now drop 
the curtain over the incidents of the past which added so much to popular 
misery and grief, and caused even the shedding of innocent blood. It is to be 
hoped a lesson has been learned which would never be forgotten. 


42. Notwithstanding the fact that the weather is getting hot every day, 
the plague is increaing by leaps and bounds. There 
Piss Gof yf (117), 20th has been general unrest and dissatisfaction among 
»» Eng. cols, : o5 
the Native communities, not so much because the 
Plague Committee has to resort to some drastic measures, but that their subor- 
dinates and their underlings have established a sort of a reign of terror among 
the-ignorant public. Sir Charles Ollivant hit the nail on the head when he said 
at the meeting convened the other day in the office of Sir George Cotton, that 
members of Government and the Plague Committee were, after all, a limited 
body, which could not successfully cope with the corruption of their numerous 
. subordinates, against whom there has been a general outcry. It is the duty of 
the general public on an occasion like the present to assist Government and the 
Plague Committee in bringing the charges home to the subordinates, who should 
be dealt out exemplary punishment. It is incumbent upon Government to 
institute enquiry into the statement made by a Bhatia gentleman at the meeting 
_ above referred to, that a dead body was not allowed to be disposed of until 
some six hours after death, though a note was produced from the Honour- 
able Dr. Bhalchandra as to the cause of the death. ‘With regard to the 
relaxation of the plague rules by. Government, we have our own opinion, 
which need not, for good reasons, be dwelt upon at present at any great length. 
We confess we entertain grave and serious doubts that the new scheme of house- 
to-house visitation by shettiaz of the several communities will prove a success. 
If the weather were to diminish the virulence of the plague, well and good ; 
if not, we are afraid there is a dark future for the city. The strong measures 
against which such a how! has been raised may have to be rendered four times 
stronger, and should the plague once get out of hand, the only recourse left 
would be for all and sundry to flee from the city, bag and baggage. 


43. We cannot but deeply regret the recent riots in Bombay and 
ce kt Chace: (6), 20 rae condemn in the strongest terms of denunciation 
Mar. and abhorrence the spirit of violence and lawless- 
Be ae ness of which they were the outcome. The measures 
necessitated by the virulence of the plague were, no doubt, the. immediate cause 
of the outbreak, but any departure from the same would look like climbing 
down—giving el to a panic—and that will be prejudicial to the presti 
of Governm t is said that the ) Of soldiers in the search parti 
ofthe present discontent, but it having been establish- 
can arrest the progress of the plague, and 


restige 
ywresence of soldiersin the search sha 


&é 


is difficult to see how this could be avoided. Why, the 
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ing present to put down every ex- 
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hibition of force against the removal of plague wee with a high hand. All 
that we could do to prevent such outbreaks in the future is to make an example 
of those that have taken part in the present riots. 


44. The plague measures now in force everywhere in the Bombay Presi- 
Gujard Mitra (109), 20th dency bear very hard upon the natives of India. To 
Mar. : See. sole. >“ Yush into the seclusion of Zenanas when male mem- 
| bers are away, to wean away a child from maternal 
care,. and to drag by force patients suffering from fever attendant on cough, 
dysentery, &c., are more than despotism to those whose gregarious habit of 
living even at the cost of comfort and sanitation, and whose scrupulous observ- 
ance of religious ceremonies for the dead, are too inveterate to be easily given 
up atacall of sudden emergency. These measures, well-intentioned as they 
are, have slowly and silently begot irritation and heart-burning in the extreme, 
which unfortunately burst into a blaze of riot. 


45. The affair of the er cannot be described — riot. Those who took 
- part in it had no political motive in resorting to 
Vartahar (98), 29rd Mate Violence nor had thier iy private grudge against the 
olice. Dr. Gilder was guilty of gross folly in insisting on examining the 
uhammadan girl. , The police acted rashly in taking matters to extremes with- 
out first trying pacific measures to bring the father of the girl to reason. The 
way in which the doctor as well as the police acted on the occasion is typical 
of the ways of the search parties generally. The people who were aggrieved by 
the search operations had no proper channel. by which to lay their complaints 
before the authorities. It would have been useless to go to the Magistrates for 
redress, because these generally side with the police. The Plague Committee did 
nothing by way of providing a tribunal to enquire into the grievances of the 
people. The Government did nothing either. The people were thus helpless 
and hit upon personal resistance as the only suitable way of laying their 
complaints before the authorities. Can any one show us any other way that 
was open to them ? 


46. The Bombay riots would have been regrettable at any time, but they 
6 sis) aes ts are particularly so at the present juncture. Statesman- 
ee tt C99), Tore MPs ship isa quality to which our present rulers—Lord 
dave George Hamilton, Lord Elgin, Lord Sandhurst and 
others—seem to be utter strangers, and Heaven only knows what fresh blunders 
these riots may betray them into and what further troubles are in store for us. 
Judging by the experience of the past few months, they will, ten to one, attri- 
bute these disturbances to a wrong cause, and, it need scarcely be said, apply 
any but the right remedy. From what Mr. Chalmers said the other day in the 
Council, in the course of discussion on the Criminal Procedure Code Amend- 
ment Bill, it is clear that that worthy has already made up his mind as to the 
cause of the riots. In his opinion there is connection between the Bombay 
riots and the writings in the newspapers. It has fallen to the lot of Mr. Chalmers 
to give expression. to many absurd things recently, but we doubt whether in 
the whole range of his utterances there can be found one more prepos- 
terous than that which associates these riots with the newspapers. It is 
really a pity that he cannot be called upon to substantiate his statement. 
Under the circumstances, tosay that the riots were the outcome of the news- 
papers is either to betray gross ignorance of the real state of things or to wilfully 
pervert the truth. But isnot Mr. Chalmers a trusted member of the Govern- 
“ment, and therefore any theory that he may deem fit to dig out of his inner 
consciousness more likely to find favour, no matter how convincing the evidence 
against it? What is the real cause of the riots at Bombay ? ‘We should think 
the manner of enforcing the plague measures has to do a great deal with them. 
Far be it from us to suggest that there was any justification for violence. How- 
ver dissatisfied people may have been with the ways of those entrusted with the 
carrying on of the plague operations, it was their duty to seek redress by constitu- 
tional means. By their present lawless conduct they have rendered themselves 
iable to punishment, and we doubt not that a severe lesson will be taught 
one te as | | weit 
"gon 2161—6 ) i 


4 (ree A Sern an ae ~_ ~ . 
3 ; ~ ~— ee = Oa 4 phate . *. 
K the gS erie eas , Ay Vee erp egns: hen san _ “ash sepesr 7 po yey re ‘| as A EFS es ee, ea % ge ae aS hee id Citethy Say x hate 24 
MENTE SOUT ET EU EST. SEY SSW REET EGNOS REE ARORA OI RI RRR SS ee Rags ee Hen Pee 
PELE, AM. epee fa ® ac e Pes ie BPS AE GL ts ote ae i RY I Sag a) PE PIE EO LE TE ET See A : 
. > BAe SS ere CID on See SESS Em MN rete _ 


ae 


orn mam 2m On spenengy® we ay ee ue gre”. nd . 2 . a EPR ales. acct aXe ag eae. a ° fe mark oe » r pene eget Ps fe . 
SAFO RPT ON EA "tie ar of MNE NE PL DORE Pe 2 eh NOS ye M8: > an a Selle abe aie oan ee re aa 7 Sy a - ren 
yore Meet : a 
ranae pana wiinind nts 


47. The oppression of the Bombay Plague Committee provoked the 
ae : inhabitants of that city into resorting to violence. 
Veirtdnidhs (94), 28rd Mar, They must have known that they would (necessarily) 
be losers by the riot, but so keen was the disgust produced in their minds by the 
administration of the Plague Committee that they could not resist the tempta- 
tion of showing their dislike of the ways of that. body by resorting: to violence 
and general strike, We do not know whether it is the strike in Bombay, or the 
etitions of the people, or the representations of leaders like the Honourable 
{r. Mehta in the Council, that have induced Government to entrust the manage- 
ment of the plague in Bombay to the leaders of the various communities, but 
we are glad of the new departure. We only wish the present step had been taken 
from the beginning, If that had been done there would have been no discontent 
against the Government, but a general feeling of gratitude. If the policy 
adopted at present in Bombay were to be followed in all places where plague is 
raging at present, we doubt not that the misunderstanding-in the minds of the 
uneducated against the Government would be removed. Experience has shown 
that a policy of non-interferencé'is the best policy for dealing with the plague. 
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48, In giving a brief account of the Bombay riots, the Vichdri writes :— 
ee On account of the imprudent. action of the search 
Vichdrt (97), 14th Mar. party, the Muhammadans of the (Madanpura) street 
fell upon the search party in a body and in the fracas that followed’ two men 
were killed on the spot and twenty more were severely injured! Whata 
disaster! The indifference of Government was of the utmost degree, indeed |! 


49. The object of Government in taking measures against the plague is of 
course laudable, but certain disloyal and foolish per- 
sons created a prejudice in the mind of the people 
against the measures and stirred them to oppose the 
measures in the name of religion. It is to be regretted that these so-called 
well-wishers of the Muhammadans, looking upon the recognised leaders of the 
Muhammadans as enemies of Islam, should instigate the illiterate Muham- 
madans to mischief and then hide themselves. 


Akhbdr-e-Islam (122), 15th 
Mar, 


50. The Azad Punch, a er nae esa ee :—The Holi festival is 
celebrated by lighting bonfires in the streets and sprin- 

oi sod Bunch (185), 20th kling a red wilolaaed liquid on one another, but the 
: colour of the liquid used this year in Bombay at the 
time of Holi wasdeep red. The Hindus and Muhammadans together celebrated 
(lit. played) it with Europeans. ~ It was bad that foolish folks played it with big 
‘folks and so had to suffer from it instead of enjoying it. The Hindus use fire- 
‘wood and cow-dung cakes for the Holi bonfires, but the Muhammadans 
thought of igniting the huts built for plague purposes because they were also 
constructed of wood. They tried tokill two birds with one stone, viz., to celebrate 
the Holi and at the same time to produce intense heat, which, in the opinion. 
of doctors, destroys the plague. The hot season has commenced, but.the plague 
has not abated because the heat is not quite strong, and so the people thought 
of lighting big fires in different parts of the city to produce the heat necessary 
: for destroying the plague. They used the plague sheds for the purpose because 
aes they thought that they would not be needed when the plague was over. 


51.. The accursed plague has spread confusion throughout the world, and 
ree ia 192). 144, We Wait to see when this dire disease will disappear, 

A _ ah@dur (194), On the one hand it leads the doctors to adopt various 

- measures so as to create discontent among the sub- 
L jects and thus makes the doctorsa terror to the people. It also fills the 
. mind of the doctors with lofty. notians gi Fame petigan. On the other hand, i 
—— teaches the people not to fall into the snare of the doctors, nor to listen to their 
| ~~ advice. It also tells the people that if they will fall into the hands of doctors 
_ the latter will make them dance, and will even use force in order that they 

- should part with their sick. .The doctors may promise to treat the patients 
 Iindly, .but the people are taught by the plague not to believe a single word 
- of it, and to expect that the doctors will send them to the next world with one | 
dose of medicine. Inshort, the plague tells one thing to the doctors and quite a 
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different thing to the people, and watches the fun from a distance. Our 

_ powerful Government wishes to show its full strength while the subjects are 
on the point of death. We don’t mean to say that we do not want to, submit 
to these rules; on the contrary, we respect them. But we want to know if they 
would ever come to an end or not. Weadmit that Government are carrying on the 
a operations, at a great loss to themselves, for the benefit of their subjects, but —- 
we humbly beg to inform them that we have derived enough benefit from these :. 
rules and any further benefit from them should be reserved for the next century. 
The rules regarding the destruction of houses and clothes, removal of the sick to 
hospital, contact segregation and detention in quarantine cause inconvenience 
to the living, but the rule about death certificates troubles persons even after 
death. This rule led the Hindustani Muhammadans to commit the recent riots, 
and if another such were to be promulgated in future we cannot say what the 
consequences would be. | 


52. Nothing could be more regrettable on 8 of the recent events in 
3 Bombay. But they have indirectly done such a signal 
Moers ha servile ‘ Poona that we feel baiated to be wicked 
enough to say that it wasall well foroursake. With the law Courts and human 
Judges set dead against her, Poona had nothing left but to patiently wait and bide 
her time, A time has at last come for Poona to be vindicated ; and weare so glad 
that the vindication has come from no less a personage than His Excellency Lord 
Sandhurst, who saidithat it did behove Government to consider whether, on-looking 
at the results produced by the employment of British soldiers on search duty, these 
were not outweighed by the disadvantages. Poona, we think, said only as much. 
By a curious accident, the employment of the same agency which was used in 
_ Poona has been the principal cause of the popular discontent in Bombay result- 
ing in such a breach of the peace. In fact, the Bombay affairs have been only 
“a second edition ’’ of the Poona affairs. The motives of Government may all 
be very well; but for all that so much evil doing can never justify so small a 
service to the cause of humanity. Why, on the contrary, malice has more 
than once suggested that itisonly in the interests of trade, which means both — 
direct and indirect lucre to them, that Government have been so busy with the 
plague administration. Bethisright or wrong, expediency suggests that in such 
a difficult task as the plague administration Government had better go as fay as 
possible with the people and not against them. , 
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63. The Gwardté says that the recent Bombay riots, which came as a 
surprise upon Government, were anticipated by the 

Gujarat ees oo, Zo, People, but no mention could be made of them in the 
: gag as imes (129), 40h public press through fear of the recent changes in 
Sections 124A and 505 of the Criminal Codes. The 
paper adds that Government oughtto take a lesson from this and to understand that 
so lorig as the recent innovations in the criminal law stand on the statute book, 
it will have to work single-handed to know the pulse of public opinion, and can 
blame no one if it fails to foresee coming evils in time. [The Ahmedabad Times 
also thinks that the press could not mention anything about the riots through the 
same fear, and requests Government to relax the restrictions placed on the press. | 


54, The Kesari writ 


Request to His Excellency 
Lord Sandharst to show leni- 
ency to the rioters -who took 
part in the recent disturb- 
ance at Bombay. 

Kesart (53), 22nd Mar. ; 

 Gurdkhi (45), 19th Mar. 


If His Excellency does this, he will prove practi 


ill-will against the strikers or rioters. [The Gurdkhy init 19th Marc! 
- -writes:—There is a general impression abroad that the rioters who took part — 


‘in the recent disturbance in Bombay are being more severely punished because 
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the objects of their violence were Europeans. If this be true, justice must be 
saidto be brought into disgrace. The Judge ought to take the causes of the 
disturbance into consideration in determining the amount of penalty. The 
stringency of the plague measures led to the riots, and but for this stringency 
the riots would never have occurred. If the rioters are to be severely punished 
because violence was used towards Europeans, who is to be held responsible for 
the impatience shown in firing on the crowd and the loss of life occasioned 
thereby ? We hope that Government will, in dispensing justice to the rioters, 
take all these circumstances into consideration. | 


. 


55. A correspondent. writing to the Jam-e-Jamshed complains of the 
authorities of Bulsdér subjecting people arriving at 
Hardships of quarantine at that place to quarantine for more than ten days and not 
Bulsér in the Surat Distoct, exempting even persons who have previously been in 
oo rer quarantine at Bandora, and says that while at Bandora 
people in quarantine get food, those at Bulsér do 
not get it. — 

56. The Sudhdrak learns that a scoundrel dressed in military uniform 
made a base attempt, about three weeks ago, to out- 
Attempted outrage on the rage the modesty of a poor Brahmin woman in the 
modesty ope Paves B igacor Poona quarantine camp, but that he did not ‘succeed 
Poa. an his object owing to the timely intervention of 
Sudhérak (21), 21st Mar. some neighbours, who ran to the rescue of the Brahmin 
| woman, The paper says that it is unsatisfactory that 
no trace of the intending culprit should be found and that the chief volunteer 
to whom the task of enquiring into the matter was entrusted should try to 

shelve the enquiry somewhat high-handedly. 


57. A Jalgaon (Khdéndesh) correspondent, writing to the Dnydn Prakdsh, 
praises the manner in which Mr. Cumine, Collector 
. —— administration at of Khandesh, dealt with the outbreak of plague at 
algaon. | Jalgaon and the spirit of sympathy and kindly gener- 
“— i Erekek Sh). osity with which he helped the poor and the sithieiog 
ay in their sore trial. He adds that the arrangements 
made for the safety of the property of the persons sent to the segregation 
cainp were most satisfactory, and that the people were to be allowed to re-enter 
Jalgaon and occupy their houses on the Hindu New Yeavr’s day. 


58. Although there has been not a single plague case at Jalgaon during 
Khindesh Vaibhav (55) the last month, the people who have gone to reside in 
“ant. fe (95) the jungles are not allowed to return to their houses. 
: The heat of the sun makes residence in the jungle 
quite unendurable in these days, and so we earnestly request the Collector to 
remove this grievance of the people. 


59. A correspondent writes:—In the Nara Division, the villages of 
Dhengar stands first in agriculture and commerce and 

Want of a post office at geveral merchants live there. There are also two 
saa fon (Bek in the apedars, a supervising Tapedar, a Thanadar and a 
Khairkhah (200), sh Mar,  School-master. It is a matter of great regret that there 

: is no post office. The nearest post offices are Umarkot 
32 miles, Mirpur Khas 15 miles, Somaro 12 miles, and Shadipali 11° miles 
distant. The inward post is brought by a rural messenger, who takes about a 
month or a month and a half to make one delivery. The post to Samaro passes 
through this village, and the establishment of a post office would entail no great 


expense. | 


- 


Legislation. 


60. The Oriminal Procedure Bill was passed into law on Saturday last after 
| a protracted debate by the official majority of voters 
Comments on the recent jin the Council, though, as in the case of the Sedition 

a iancmartiod, the Criminal Bil], it was strenuously opposes by the Native members 
" Dnydn Prakash (8), 21st ina body. The Anglo-Indian press, which was. wise 
,Mng-cls, §§  . enough to make common cause with its Native 
Ae ae eee brethren at this critical juncture, severely criticised 
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both the repressive gk emp but their criticism failed to produce even the 
slightest éffect on the official members. Section 108 of the Criminal Procedure 
Amendment Bill, just passed into law, endows individual executive officers 
of Government witha penal and judicial prerogative of a highly dangerous 
kind.. This is the worst feature of the new law and is likely to lead to far 
greater mischief than Section 124A of the Indian Penal Code. It ought to 
be remembered that Magistrates are essentially executive officers, against 
whom criticism in the press is very ofteu directed. It is not therefore quite 
unreasonable to contend that it is extremely undesirable that the same person 
whose actions are criticised by a certain editor of a newspaper should sit in 
judgment over his critic, and should thus combine in himself the capacities 
of plaintiff and Judge. Magistrates are, after all, human beings, and we 
mean no insult to them when we say that it may sometimes be very difficult for 
them to keep their heads cool and their minds unbiassed while trying the case of 
a journalist whom they might consider a very troublesome fellow on account 
of his adverse criticisms. So far as we know, no such powers of binding over 
editors to keep the peace for a certain period are vestedin Magistrates in England, 
The suggestions from Native public bodies were completely disregarded and the 
case seemed altogether hopeless, when happily Sir Griffith Evans came to the 
rescue of the editors and moved an amendment, which after some opposition was 
accepted. By this amendment every Magistrate who may see the necessity of 
exercising the power vested in him by Section 108 of :the Criminal Procedure 
Code has to obtain previously the sanction of Government. This may be 
considered to some extent as a safeguard, but it will in no way be considered 
sufficient to ensure the confidence of the public. For Magistrates being essen- 
tially the executive officers of Government, it is only natural for Government 
to place absolute confidence in them. Again, Magistrates being themselves the 
channels through which all information reaches Government, it is not improb- 
able that when any Magistrate will report to the authorities the alleged mis- 
conduct of a certain editor in his district, Government might be inclined not 
to withhold the sanction applied for to prosecute the said editor or to demand 
a security from him to keep peace for a certain term. The terrible nature of 
this section will perhaps be more evident when it is said that it ignores all 
difference between a regular Jadmash who is a pest to the country, threatening 
to disturb the peace, and an educated and highly jrespected editor of a paper 
making praiseworthy efforts to enlighten the public mind on several important 
topics of politics, religion, commerce, &c. Nay, it makes the position of an 
editor worse than that of a badmash, for while the latter will get only szmple 
imprisonment in case of failure to produce the required security, the former, 
- whose misfortune it is to be an educated Native, will be awarded simple ‘or 
rigorous imprisonment! Such is the irony of fate and such is the strangely 
perverted judgment of the legislators. 
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61. The Criminal Procedure Amendment Bill is passed. Section 108 
which places editors in the same category with bad- 
mashes, in that it empowers District Magistrates to 

_ bind them over for good behaviour, is retained, A 

slight modification has, indeed, been made in the section, namely, that no pro- 

ceedings are to be taken under it against the newspapers without the permis- 
sion of the Government of India or a local Government. But this is hardly 
calculated to afford any guarantee against the mischief which is apprehended from 
the working of the section. Unless we have an exceptionally strong, wide-awake 
and conscientious man at the head of a local Government, a District Magistrate 
will not find it difficult to secure this permission to take proceedings under Section 

108. It will be remembered with what conscious pride Mr. Chalmers had, at 

the time of introducing the Penal Code Amendment Bill and the Criminal Pro- 

cedure Code Amendment Bill, declared that the Government had decided not to 

re-enact the Gagging Act of Lord Lytton. But will not the effect of Section 108, 

we ask, be exactly the same as that of the condemned Press Act? Willit not as 

completely subject the newspapers to administrative control which Mr. Chalmers 

so much affected to fight shy of P We are sincerely sorry for Lord Elgin that 

he, being a Liberal and a Home Ruler to boot, should have forgotten himself 

so far as to lend his support to such retrogressive measures. We wonder how, 

when he lays down the reins of Government and goes back to England, he will 
con 2161—7 7 


Prabhat (199), 19th Feb., 
Eng. cols. | 
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be able to carry his head before his pay: He cannot plead ignorance of the 
nature of the Bills in excuse of his action, for the illiberal character of the new 


laws has been more than sufficiently exposed. 


62. Where will this mad gallop of our present rulers in the chariot of 
51, despotism and repression end? That is the question 
Indu Prakash (19), “Ist Which every sober-minded politician in India is trying 
to answer satisfactorily, Lord George Hamilton and 
Lord Elgin have done enough mischief already as it is. But it appears that 
their thirst for mischief is not yet satiated. To-morrow Lord Elgin will leave 
for the heights of Simla and we may assure him that he need not be afraid of 
being forgotten. He has left behind his dark shadow in the statute book 
of India, and the three terrible spectres of the Sediticn, the Criminal Procedure 
and the Post Office Bills will do their duty of keeping His Excellency’s memory 
* sreen.”’ 


63. While we are glad to see a slight, but nevertheless welcome, change 
: coming over the tone of the speeches of official mem- 
Tone of the speeches in the bers in the Council, we feel extremely sorry to see 
Viceregal Council on the high officials like Sir John Woodburn catching the 
pecbacsr n — Code contagion and making speeches highly offensive in 
Dae Prakésh (3), 2ist their tone and breathing utmost contempt for the 
Mar., Eng. cols. Natives, Sir Alexander Mackenzie and Sir James 
Westland set. the example during the sedition debate 
and others blindly followed it. We were not, therefore, at all surprised to read the 
speeches of some of the official members, which, if ‘properly described, deserve 
to be called flippant, if not rabid. Want of temperateness and patience were 
not the only glaring faults underlying them. Bad logic, irrelevancy of thought 
and slavish obedience to fooliso prejudices were unmistakably discernible in 
them. 


64, . We are now told by one of the gentlemen who are good enough to 
legislate for us at Calcutta that we have been making 
Bd Pte Office Bill an¢ an unnecessary fuss about the Post Office Bill, and 
Champion (2), 20th: Mar. that there 1s no intention, nor is legal power asked, to 
ry into letters and newspapers in order to discover 
seditious writings. The law is directed at seditious matter on the wrappers, and 
not inside the letter or paper themselves. The first thought that strikes one is 
that the law is absurdly unnecessary. However, we have re-read the sections about 
which complaint was made, and, to be honest, there is a vagueness about them. 
Will, therefore, our Legal Member set the question at rest by giving statutory force 
(that is, put it definitely in the Act) to the statement that the sections in ques- 
tion only refer to seditious words written or printed on the cover of a newspaper 
or letter ? If he will do that, we shall be content; if he will not, then, with 
all due respect, we have our doubts as to the innocence of this Post Office Bill. 


Education. 


65. It would be impossible to read the Government resolution on the 
offending teachers of the Ahmednagar High School 

oe. ed Sea reen’ without a variety of feelings of mixed character 

y wee : 

Government in regard tocer- Springing up in the heart. On the one hand, we feel 
tain teachers inthe Ahmed- that Government has at present ,become unnecessarily 
nagar High School, prone to take false alarm, to exaggerate the real 
Be mao Spectator (4), 20th significance of events, and in haste to take measures 
ae ’ of repression of quite uncalled for severity. But, on 
the other hand, it has to be confessed that there are in the country itself men 
guilty of criminal folly—men who utter and do such stupid things as can 
do no possible good, and, as every right-thinking man ought to know, can 
result only in misery to themselves and to their countrymen. So far as the 


punishment of the teacher-politicians goes, the justice of the sentence 


° * 


passed by Government cannot, we. think, be questioned. If anything, they 


£ 


-* 
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‘have shown to the individuals greater mercy than they deserved, Nor can . 
we, with justice, do anything but cordially approve of the principle laid . 
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down in the resolution on the subject, that ‘the instruction of youth should 
be wholly dissociated from politics.’? The school-master, who takes advan- 
tage of the youth of his pupils to teach them false history or to imbibe 
in their minds his own one-sided political notions, is not only unfit for 
his task, but positively mischievous. We are not of those who profess to 
believe that such school-masters do not exist among us. At certain places they 
are, indeed, too actively at work with their propaganda. But yet, we fail to 
see how, from the proposition that the school-room should not be converted 
into an arena for the propagation of politics amongst the younger generation, 
the corollary can be drawn that “teachers and professors should not take a part 
in political agitation.” Thisis going too far, we should think; for every 
citizen has a right to have his own views in politics, and to take the side and 
act the part he chooses, Of course, Government can fairly impose any condi- 
tions on those who are their servants, and they can set any price on the grants 
they give in aid of private institutions. It is, however, less a question of right 
than of expediency, and to teachers of aided schools it is a matter of choice. 


66. The Government oe Cres. have recently issued a notification 
prohibiting school-masters from taking part in the 
— Shivaji celebrations or in any political affair what- 
soever. ‘This, tosay the least of it, is arbitrary and. unwarranted. Govern- 
ment, of course, are within their rights when they insist that none in their employ 
shall have anything to do with political agitation. But the Shivaji celebrations 
partake more of a national festival than anything else. Surely, if Scotland 
could be allowed to worship Robert Bruce and Wallace, and Prime Ministers 
to take part in the celebrations, there is no reason why the Deccan should not 
worship one whom it regards as its national hero. We consider the notification 
of the Bombay Government as objectionable to the last degree, for it implies the 
abandonment on their part of a policy of neutrality, and actual abhorrence of 
one whom the Deccan worships, If His Excellency Lord Sandhurst by his latest 
circular wants to suggest that the teaching of youth in England is totally 
dissociated from politics, we would make bold to say that His Lordship knows 
little or nothing of English public life. Some of the Universities even send 
members to Parliament, and professors and students club themselves into 
“ unions’? where questions on which the fate of nations and empires hang are 
fully gone into and decided by votes, An average Indian student is more 
intelligent than an average English student; he is less fond of mischief and 
less prone to get himself into a mess by his “larks” either in or outside the 
college. He has therefore the better right to discuss politics. Ifthe Ahmed- 
nagar school-masters had been guilty of using offensive language, their dismissal 
was no doubt well deserved; but, for the faults of a few, why should a ban 
be placed on the Shivaji festival anda mandate sprung on teachers and pupils 
desiring them to shun politics like pestilence ? 


Intelligence extracted from the Press. 


67. The Wahratta publishes the conversation which the editor, Mr. Kel- 

kar, is reported to have had with Mr. Bonus, Dise 

An interview between the trict Magistrate of Poona, on the ‘subject of the use 
hagas acs, eon sa he tn, Of the words “ stolid indifference’? by the editor 
Mahréitta. in writing on the Piper case. The editor was pleased 
Mahrétta (7), 20th Mar.. — with‘the attitude shown by the District Magistrate and 
gives his reasons for the publication of an account 

of the interview in the following extract :—-We can plead no excuse whatever 
for the publication of such an. interview as is given below, except the fact 
that it is, in our opinion, of some public interest. Time is not yet come, we 
believe, when the district officers of Government should call the editors of 
the Native press in their jurisdiction to their offices and discuss public affairs in 
their company ina free and friendly manner. As it is, the powers of a District 
Magistrate over the press are greatly increased and strengthened by the new- 


fangled legislation, ang'a summons from him may not be considered.as a very 


complimentary document. But after the interview was over we really wished 


other. editors had similar occasions to express, each on his own behalf, what all - 
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of them must be feeling in their hearts, viz., that the misunderstanding between 
Government and the Native press should be lessened by a greater communica- 
tiveness on the part of the officers of the former towards representatives of the 
latter. One more consideration induced us to publish our interview with the 
District Magistrate of Poona, viz., that we wished to make it generally known 
how now-a-days Government keep a thoroughly strict watch on the Native 
press, and how every little bit of strong or unfair criticism is picked, printed and 

presented by the Native Press Reporter to Government and its principal district 
officers for information and action. As may be seen on reading the interview, 
even such a harmless expression as “‘ stolid indifference ”’ used by us in the discus- 
sion of such a prowking subject as the shooting accidents caused by Europeans 
did not fail to attract the attention of the district authorities. We think we have 
reason to be glad of this state of things; because such a sharp scrutiny of the 
writings in the Native press would almost guarantee the fulfilment of the - 
object of the Native press, viz., to enlighten Government with public opinion. 
We are glad, again, because the press would be by that means under a whole- 

~ some sense of responsibility—always mindful of the duty not to overstep the 

bounds of privileged criticism; but most of ali, we are glad because, in their 
scrutiny, Government might get ample opportunities, if they liked, to readily 
contradict anything appearing in the papers, which, if left uncontradicted, 
might gain currency and leave undesirable impressions on the public mind. 
Heretofore the opinion prevailed, and no doubt experience warranted it, that 
the press altogether lacked that encouragement from Government to fair yet 
effective criticism which flows from a thorough and appreciative scrutiny of 

_its writings. The new policy of vigilance on the part of Government would, 
we are sure, give an impetus to such criticism ; because unless the business of 
the Press Reporter were made only that ofa Devil’s advocate, the reporton 
the Native Press is sure alsoto bring home to Government the many hard 
truths which they sometimes hit. 


68. Our issue of 6th December last contained some remarks on the 
_. injuries caused to a boy by Mr. Hudson accidentally. 
Retractation of unfaircom- We now see that our comments were wide of the true 
ene ti the shooting acci- facts in the case. Not only had Mr. Hudson no 
ent in the Thana District. ° . pig g 
Vicha'ri (97), 14th Mar. | Intention of causing injury to the boy, but the careless- 
ness of the boy himself was responsible for the accident. 
Mr. Hudson is in no way to blame in the matter. On the contrary, his conduct 
towards the boy and his parents was very generous. Neither the boy nor his 
father laid any complaint against Mr. Hudson, nor did either ever intend to do 
so. Weare glad to announce that the boy. has completely recovered from the 
slight injury caused to him. The mistake was committed through (our) haste 
in believing as facts (what were not facts) on the authority of other Marathi 
| newspapers. We tender a full apology to the Government, to Mr. Hudson and 
- | the entire European community for the grossly unfair comments contained in 
our issue of 6th December. We know that Government are ever ready to do 
justice as between Natives and Europeans in such matters. 


69. The editors of Poona entertained Colonel Creagh at a pan suparz party 
sane 7 on the 24th instant. Mr. Kelkar, editor of the Kesar 
Pan supart party givenin and the Muhrdita, thanked Colonel Creagh for care- 
Ee of Colonel Creagh by fully attending to the suggestions in the newspapers, 

e Poona editors, ary ! ; 
Dnydn Prakash (41), 24th Nd said that such a policy wasin marked contrast 
Mar. with the policy pursued towards the Poona journalists 
a few. monthsago. Mr. Kelkar alluded also to the 
_. sympathetic manner in which Colonel Creagh carried into effect the policy 
laid down by the Governor. Mr. Kirtane, speaking on behalf of the Dnydn 
Prakdsh, referred to the diligent manner in which his paper had ventilated the 
plague grievances of the people last year, but without cerca any effect (on 
the minds of the authorities), and said that Colonel Creagh’s attitude towards 
the. local journalists was most commendable and that he duly considered the 
gt re contained in them, Colonel Creagh, speaking in reply to the vote 
of thanks, said that no policy had been laid down by the Governor for his 
guidance, but that he adopted and followed the policy which he deemed best 
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under the circumstances.. He added that he was assured by the learned doctors 
in England that. segregation, quarantine and removal to hospital were, in spite 
of their unpopularity in some quarters, the best measures, after all, to cope with 
the plague. He madea cordial acknowledgment: of the assistance rendered 
to him by the volunteers, other officers, and editors. 


70. The Dheds of Bajaba assaulted the doctor of that place on the 11th 
| ‘Se March and caused serious injuries to him, _ The plague 
Petty plagueriot at Bajaba had (recently) broken out at Bajaba and the doctor and 


(Nasik ?) other plague authorities had thereupon caused the village 
on? hav Bhushan (79), 21st +) he vacated. The doctor, it is said, ‘triéd to introduce 


| inoculation among the villagers and the other mea- 
sures taken for the suppression of the disease were found to be far too stringent 
by the people. ‘The discontent thus aroused furnished the motive for the assault 
upon the doctor. | 


71. A meeting of the leading citizens, merchants and other Native leaders 

of Hubli was held on the 16th instant to request the 

Public meeting at Hubli District Collector to relax the restrictions of quarantine 

for obtaining relaxation of the in favour of cartmen carrying cotton bales. Hubli 
restrictiuns of quarantine 1n Ent ded Safactad a) th t 

Avian of Gabiemun. elng regarded as an inlected place, the cartmen who 

Hubli Patra (166), 21st come to Hubli find a great difficulty in returning 

Mar. to their native villages afterwards. It was unani- 

mously resolved that a deputation should wait upon 


the Collector and place the grievanees of the cartmen before him for redress. 


72. On Friday last a certain misunderstanding arose at Kutiana between 
the plague authorities and the people there. Report 
Recent excitement at Kuti- says that some of the inhabitants had gone to the 


am Sees (6), 22nd officer on duty to represent certain circumstances in 
on sguaed connection with the plague operations. Before the 


matter could be settled, some of those assembled began 
to move in a different direction. The situation was a seriousone. The mob was 
ordered to disperse and a message was sent to Jundgad demanding requisite help. 
The Diwan, Mr. Behechardas, speedily repaired to Kutiana with a number of 


men to discourage any excitement whatever and thus the matter has terminated . 


without any loss of life and much injury. The Diwan, we learn, has been 
detained to remove any misapprehension prevailing among the people, 


"3, Another account in connection with the recent disturbance at Kutiana 
se ae ga says that on the 19th instant Lieutenant Pottinger, 
ee Times (6); Plague Commissioner, Kathiawar, had been on a visit 
se to the observation camp there. On his arrival he pro- 
ceeded directly to the camp on the Porbandar road which was occupied by about 
3,000 men, While the Plague Commissioner was returning he was met at the 
gate of the detention camp by several males and females of the Memon, Julai 
and butcher communities: Nothing wrong was anticipated in their meeting, but 
no sooner had the Prant Officer left the eamp, than he was encircled by these 
refugees. Mr. Jagad, Assistant Superintendent, who was in company of Lieu- 
tenant Pottinger, tried to prevent the people from rushing further, but with 
little avail, On the contrary, the mob began to swell. When they saw that 
it was useless to prevail upon the excited mob who were shouting in an insulting 
tone, a police party was ordered out from the city. Those of the police who 
were present on the scene were asked by Mr. Jagad to disperse the rushing 
mob, which, however, was too large to obey this command. They commenced 
to throw stones, one of which, we learn, struck the right ear of Mr. Jagad. 
People were warned as to the serious consequences of their disgraceful demeanour, 
but to no effect. In the meanwhile the party was reinforced by men from the 
city, who were accompanied by the Magistrate. The Magistrate realised the 
gravity of the situation and ordered the police to disperse the mob by force. 
The men of the Imperial Service Troops were also instructed to bein readiness, 
but the free use of the dandukas achieved the desired end and the people yielded 
to the authorities. We are glad to see that the prompt measures adopted by the 
police and the judicial authorities have averted serious consequences. 
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74. At present we are informed that all is not well : 
-isthe principal Native State in Kati 
Bee of out- bag vag : almost st Hepes owe ated ago, 

OP a in rife: Villages are pi and the lives 
shin, Tae. — ssaiplapun of the villagers are far from safe. This hardly speaks 
well of an administrationfwhich is known as a model 
one. We are afraid the model raj may soon be its very: opposite, if life and 
property are unsafe, as they are alleged to be at present. Let us hope Sir 
Charles Ollivant will enquire into this matter, if true. 


G, M. SATHE, 


Reporter on the Native Press. 


Office. of the Reporter on the Native Press, 
New Secretariat, Bombay, 29th March 1898. 
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es Bhat oe ase coe cee ...| Bombay ‘s ...| Fortnightly sa 1,000 
» Chandénshn .... oss «eo ot SAmgaon ae aa 100 
5, Chandrakant... ois see ...| Chikodi eee 0 oR ane ve 200 
ee ae ee ...| Chiplun ai 2 a 250 
» Chikitsak... ae eS ies a — i fa eee di 650 
» Chitragupta.... we ...| Karad .. nee ak | See vad 200° 
» Daivadnya Mitra a le ee cen. wae AOE css ons 500 
» Daivadnya Samachér ... ... és Do. eee io ee tee 300 
» Dakhan Samachar is ae ee bin eee ee a Oa 500 
9 RE VER acs vee ...| Kolhdpur =... eae] Weekly we a. 160 
, Deshakdlavartamin ...  .... +f Erandol ae ee er ee a 60 / 
» Dhanada... i sei ee ...| Vengurla i ...| Fortnightly ve 650 
» Dharwar Vritt ... jie ek ree ...| Weekly ... see 900 
°3 Dhureen eee ‘eee ce eee eee Belgaum eee eee Do. ese eee eee 
5, Dnyan Prakash ... sii 6. eee) POORE ee se ke: as ose 1,0C0 
» Dnydn Sagar, ‘es Pn .| Kolhapur... ak Oe aes eee 350 
MAO EEE ie tas eer a ee ON ae 213 
» . Gurakhi ... sa ae a ...| Bombay ove oe ae |, vee 1,200 
» Gurarhi ... vee as a sok aes ies es ee eee 4,000 
» Hindu Punch ... aa ius SB isc Sans .».| Weekly ... ove 680 
, Jagadddarsh  .. ... + of Ahmednagar... = «| DOw ane 400 
, Jagad-hitechchhu cs ee a) ae ee ee a “ad 4,500 
» dagatsamachar ... sis eee | ae ses ee le ee eee 600 
»» Kalpataru... es oe - ...| Sholapur coe sh a oe ves 376 
» Karmanuk oe ve _ eee] Poonase. soe seek Bae es ves 2,000 
nee Ti PUR 8 ee aang 2,000 
oo See sas pas be Kes ..| Poona... sie ...| Weekly ... oe 8,000 
,, Kh&ndesh Chitragupta... ...._...| Dhulia lan ae eee aa 125 
>, Khandesh Vaibhav... >» | Do. ee ee ame 235 
» Khara Prakér’... ... ...| Bombay i we] Monthly... aes 2,000 
9 RU Fritts trie weep ae vemmnnanecehintt Oemel.i5s_ ass 206 
me. ee ae a ee EE ER ae ae 250 
ey ee eee | Batnigiri -.... cof DO we are 200 
» Madhu Makshika ee eee cn a a ee ee a 650 | 
> Madhu Vritt eee oe eee sis Wai eee eee eee Do eee eee 125 
” Mahérashtra Mitra eee eos Bee Satara eee eee eee Do o's eee 250 
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No. Names of Newspapers, Place of Publication. dition. Copies ieseed. 
| 
Mara’tHi—contuwed, 
65 i The Mitrodaya “As bait eee «os| Sdtdra... aie sii Weekiy ee 150 
66 » Moda Vritt ia ies ee sock WE. coe wf Do... iss 1,200 
67 » Mumbai Vaibhav is es, ey ow) eee. a 1,300 
68 » Nagar Sam&chér...  ..  «: ...( Ahmednagar ... .| Weekly . 100 
69 » Nasik Vaibhav ... ee | Nasik ... 7 2 i. een see ae 
70 | ,, Na&sik Vritt eo = Ga ee, ee oe, ee 400 
71 » Nipdni Vaibhav ... see oe ..| Nipani... ee oF eae |. eee iss 104 
72 » Nydya Sindhu ... 5a ve ..| Ahmednagar ... eS ee |. iene 300 
73 |, Panchénan aes ah ae ee eee cont Oe ae oii 170 
74 » Pandhari Bhushan... dea ...| Pandharpur ... a ee es es 225 
75 », Pandhari Mitr& ... es ss a Do ‘as oa eee ‘i 250 
76 » Pen Samdchér ... aca ‘es ; | ree jes ae Re 200 
77 », Prabodh Chandrika... Ms ..| Jalgaon ‘ss ih a ee ns 40 
78 » Prabodh Ratna ... Se ee ee: ae ae eee a si 140 
79 9. EYWOG  - ss eae ie a ..| LslAmpur ive a ee a ses 300 
80 ,» Raghav Bhushan ses eee ...| Yeola ... oss ost Ae ee a 200 
81 » Ssansth4nik ‘ee sa iv ..., Chikodi ves ...| Fortnightly =... 500 
82 » Satys Sadan ye e ... Alibég... ‘ae ad DG ied 300 
83 i Satys Shodhak ... _ ...| Ratnagiri... ...| Weekly isi 600 
84 9 satyavakta ... $08 ni .. Vengurla «ee sik ER SS See oss ois 
85 » Shikshak ... “ne i“ ts .»»| Chikodi jee oa BN vs ae 25 
86 »» Sholipur Samachar _.. ‘a ...| Sholapur —... va aes js 375 
87 »» Shubh Suchak _... sa ies ...| Sdét&ra ... Nea ae a 250 
88 5, Sudarshan oe ves oe ..| Ahmednagar .. so Do. a 175 
89 5, sudhakar a ‘ee ‘ne ewe “ks ist ee ee ins 275 
90 » Sumant ... sis ae we | Karad ... os D> eas iia 200 
91 oy SI yg eae eS es | Media... DO a Fe eh 
92 » Vartadarsha aise vith ae .» Malvan ‘es oct Ds ss 125 
ai, Vee. «= i ee oe el 750 
04 » Vartdnidhi ‘si a ‘a ...| Eoona ... ro ...| Weekly. ... iol 2,000 
95 » Vatandar... ab ane ae ...| BijApur Bs De, ye 250 
96 »» VWengurla Vritt ... ion ; ...| Vengurla __... oe ee | soe 125 
97 » Vichéri... bas a “ me Karwar es dk ee cas i 700 
98 =o veae vue. A. ee oa ...| Kolhapur... ak ee Ne as 900 
99 9 Vikshipta eee eee eee see ‘ Bombay coe ‘ae Do. cee eee 1,809 
100 »  Virashaivamata Prakash ne | Akalkot iatk bak tre 106 
101 » MVividh Dny4n Vistar... ...,| Bombay ape ...| Monthly ... ve 550 
102 » Vrittasdr ... a = veel Wai ves ..o| Weekly ins 400 
103. »  Vritt Sindhu Feet ve os Karwar... sie a ee a as eee 
104 ,»  Vritt Sudha jas wie i Satara ... vai wk 2a vei 110 
105 » Vy4pdri... = “ iv ...| Poona ... ea ee ‘i 500 
| 
| 
ANGLO-GUJARA’TI. | 
1:6 |The Broach Samdchér i as a Broach ste ...| Weekly ... a 200 
107 » Deshabhakta oe AR <<“ ...| Baroda vee i ae aes ee “us 
Oe eee a WA ae 3,000 
109. » Gujarat Mitré... sie ae .»-{ Surat ... ss es s 700 
110 » Gujarat Satya Samsher ... se | Do. nee at aw ee 295 
lll » Hindi Punch .... iss on Bombay Sis eh es a = 5’5 
112 , Hindusthén cee at ae Pe Se a ae 950 
113 »» Independent on aa nee ee bee | EES coal SR is 500 
14.) ,, Kaiser-e-Hind _... sae se ak ee sua mt ik si 2,700 
115 | , Kathidwdr News... ae nN ,.| Rajkot... ‘ne ...| Bi-weekly 250 
116: | ,, Panch Mahal Times _... a ...| Godhra. ae ...| Weekly ... ac 400 
117 », Rast Goftdr eu ae oe ...| Dombay ‘i a a he ave 1,700 
118 » Shri Sayaji Vijaya _... ...; Baroda ae ol. ee ne 2,000 
119 », Surya Prakdsh ... oo a ..| Surat... sas ae i a 200 
GUJARAT 
The Ahmedabad Times Ahmedabad ... eo} Weekly ... . 
121 » Ajab ay a ee - ...| Surat ... > -«| Monthly ... me 400 
122 | ,, Akhbér-e-Islam ... .., 1... _...| Bombay eo | 1,600 
123 | , Akhbare Soddgar eer sc. see ee yee 1,200 
124. » Arajadar ... — iv ene ...| Baroda... see e-| Weekly ee. 500 
125 3 A’ryé Dharm Prak4sh _,.. ma ...| Bombay a = Monthly .. <p 495 
126 » Bhim Sen... aie oe | Do ie Daily — .. ree 1,200 - 
127. | » Bombay Saméchér ve gigi ge ee | DO. Ki Ki 3,100 
128. | ;, Broach Mitra... ...  .,.  °s..| Broach Meee Go ee he 150 
129. | ,, BuddhiPrakésh.., | Ahmedabad ... «| Monthly... ... 900 
130 | » Cambay Gazette... ... ...  ...| Cambay san aeehin Mag a, 110 
13t-{ , Chandra .., a 5 < ...| Surat ... ska wk De Oe we 200 
132. | » era mag are ge e ...| Bombay Ben --| Weekly ... Ae Bek 
133 * Deshi Mitri re _ .. | Surat ... ee ak ee a 1,200 
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N . Names of Newspapers. Place of Publication. | Edition. Copies area 
GusaRra’ti—oontinued, | : ; 
134 | The Din Mani a sas one »xe] Broach... i .»| Weekly ... c 125 
135 »  Dny4n Sudha ... oes soe ,,.| «\hmedabad ... .o+| Monthly ... coe 200 
136 » Dny&a Vardhak ... as “ oof SO Bi Be, ées sae 450 
137 » SUP s.. as sea a veep’ 0, sie (a we bes vee 500 
188 3 Gap Sap .... ves ae is oe ee | ioe ...| Fortnightly ... 300 
139 5 Gul Afshan ion ss ose cosh ts Oe i ve woe.” ei oes IO 
140 », Hitechchhu “a s ...| Ahmedabad ... ..| Weexly .. see 500 
141 » JAm-e-Jamshed ... iva ie ...| Bombay sg) Eee NR se 2,800 
142 3» Caneel... she ive ...| Godhra “ee voy WOCKIY ... ee 225 
143 » Kachha Samachar cae nee ...| Bombay aus | eens ge 00@ 
144 »» Kaira Khetiwddi Patra .., pa ...| Nadiad ..e| Monthly ... 2 830 
146 » Kaira Vartaman ... i as ..| Kaira ors ...| Weekly 105 
146 » Kathidwddno Himédyati... .., — ...| Ahmedabad ... ee. es ee 400 
147 » Kathidwdr Krishi vue isi wd a Sea ..._ Tri-monthly _... 200 
148 +» Kathidwadr Times... 400 ‘si ...| Rajkot ‘ ...| Bi-weekly “ 450 
149 » Kelavni ... ee i “ot ...| Baroda " ...| Monthly ... ne 800 
150 »» Khoja Samfchar ... “es ee ...| Bombav i ...| Weekly... ia 
151 » Nure Elam ee ‘ ous ee baa * sat vee} Monthly ... sds 300 
152 » Nydyadarshak ... rs vee »»-| Ahmedabad ... ...| Fortnightly ise 250 
153 » Praja Mitra -... fue ree ... Karachi ...| Bi-weekly ; 450 
154 »» Praja Pokér ... ‘9 jv’ ...| Surat ... roof Weekly... si 400 
155 » Radjyabhakté _... vse sai ...| Bombay ve a ar 1,200 
156 », Samsher Babédinr sed ia .--| Ahmedabad... ca a le : é 
157 » Satyé Mitr’ ... es , .--| Bombay Be FOR EES | rary ee ye 1,100 
158 » Satyavakta a be a ack «ee “a ...| Fortnightly _... 1 
159 » Sstri Bodh.. ae ie ‘in coh ie ics .»»| Monthly ... ae 300 
160 5 .stri Mitra ‘in ae seal! as a fe ae i 500 
161 » surat Akhbar _... dee eis w+-| Surat ... cea .».| Weekly ... oe 200 
162 5, svadesh Banchu ... dix ‘ie ...| Mahudha vee oa ae pat 250 
163 | ,, Udichya Hitechchhu Patvs ... ...| Ahmedabad ... __ ...| Monthly .. a 600 
164 ,» Vaishnava ‘as vii iss .| Bombay ses aS Fortnightly ie 200 
165 » Vishvadarskan _.., soe 0 .o0| ERGITA ves .e| Weekly ,.. cee 180 
166 9  VSQDAK 4: a see iv -»»| Bombay ae sas 600 . 
ANGLO-Ks'NARESE. a 
i67 |The Hubli Patra ae a Oa ee ME Ga eee 2 aa Oe es b€ | 
ENGLISH, MARATHI AND KANARESE. 
168 | The Karn4tak Patra ... icy ...| Dharw4r ‘, ...| Weekly .. me 500 
169 » Rajahansa ins sua ic a ae ms a Cae |e sia 380 
KA’NARESE, 
170 | ‘The Chandroday’ is i ie ee Re ...| Weekly .. ‘a 200 
171 » Karnditak —. ies ise ..-| Bijapur ‘i | Dor vee 300 
172 » Karndtak Vritt . sia .-.| Dharwar “4 sl Se cae “ - 600 
173 » Lok& Bandhu ae ‘ad oof cas as asl eee es ree 300 
174 » Loks Mitra og cae ca .| Ranebenuur .. cf a eee 100 
175 » Mayurpur Vaibhav eet ...| Navalgund _... ees eee ee 98 
176 | ,, Rasik Ranjini _... es ves] ee oe eee 215 
177 , satya Vritt a me “a sal Ee Se Seer aa 250 
17 Suhodh Chandrika pa Se ...| Hubli ... c3 ,..| fortnightly oes 150 
179 ,, Vidya Santen Patra si 1 Do. ae _..| Weekly ... is A00 
Mara’THI AND Ka‘NARESE. 
180 | The Chandrika” via see oe ...| Bagalkot a ...| Weekly ... ee 100 
18! 9 Siddheshvar eee eee aoe ese Do. eee 00 Do. dacs ees 150 
ENGLISH AND HINDI. 
182 ;The Pandit... ... ° ee oe} Poona ... re «| Weekly ... “i 1,500 
| | Hinpl. 2 
183 | The Shri Venkateshvar Samdebdér .,. _ ...| Bombay ‘ee ..| Weekly ... — 6,000 . 
URpDu. | 
184 | ‘The Aina-i-Hind sv _ pee ...| Bombay sia ..| Monthly ... ee 500 
185 » Alam Aphroz Bambai ... ... «| Do. ‘es ...| Tri-monthly __... 30) 
186 , Azad Punch... __... gees ye ae roof Weekly ... cee 04 
187 » India Gazette  ... ae ie Oo eae tes is Pe Gees 5 eae as 10) 
188 » dahanuma.., — .. ii cook ee es a Re cane oe be 
189 , dustice of the Peace - ... wwe svat Dey a ok: bak: Saar a i 
190 e nie reel us eo a oes A aie, Wer eeeerr™ és 
191 | 5, a coe ae = vo] ADMednagar...  — .0of DO. cee as 80 
192 | , Muslim Heraid . ie ee ee ioe eee a ae 1,50¢ 
193 | ,, Naydr-i-Islam ... re is veo NOs setecinownaak Meu as 
194 | 35; Punch MR ee ee De. Sos wi ake I eee Fat 50) 
195 Safir... | hogar. ooe ene eee Do. nee ee Do, soe ove 30) 
Sult4n-ul- Akhb4r... eee eee eee Do. ees eee Daily ee ee eee 


Names of Newspapers. 


EnonisH, Mara'THI AND GUJABaA‘TI. 
197 | The Baroda Vataal ... ee ...| Baroda ove ».| Weekly ... ie 550 


|  Eweuiso, Mara’tu, Guyara’t! os + ae ee. 
AND KONKANI. 


198 | The Garibéncha Kaivéri (Amicus Pauperum)| Bombay ...._—«».| Fortnightly = ...|_——=—1,500 


MaRA’?HI AND URDU. 


199 |The Gulbarga Saméchér .. ...  ...|Gulbarga ...’ ...| Weekly .. a. 450 
ANeLo-SINDI. | | 
200 | The Lux... sis see us ise ..| Hyderabad (Sind) ...| Fortnightly ... cee 
201 99 Prabhat eee eee eee 50% i a) Do. OD: Weekly LT eee}- 500 
SINDI. | oS i ccs 
202 |The Khairkhah ...0 0. 0 vx | Kardchi eco eck WRN eke 600 
203 » Muin-ul-Isl4m_... sp aie cout DOs ve seit ws ‘es 200 
204 » sind Sudhar a es vee ua ae cbs Laake EOS ees ns 600 
ANGLO-PORTUGUESE. 


205 |O Anglo-Lusitano ... ‘a ee -eo| Bombay. ‘ee scat WOOMEAY ee 5 kee 1,000 
206 The Boletim Indiano eee ees eco see Do. tee eee Do. 200 eee eee 


PORTUGUESE-KONKANI. 


207 The Luso-Concanim eee eee eee ive ‘Bombay eee | eee Weekly eee eee £50 


Notes —A. The notices from the different Newspapers have been collected in che Report under different heads 
which are printed in italics. 3 

B. The names of Newspapers are printed in the margin of the Report in italics, and the number of the News- 
paper in the above list is printed in brackets after the name, 


©, The system of ing veeneares words followed by the Reporter is the same as that adopted in the 
Official Spelling List of the Bombay Presidency. One peculiar feature of this system is that wnen the long (a Sf 
er d) is the last letter of a word, the accent is left out, and the short a(S] =u in gun) is, to prevent confusion, 
never placed at the end of a word, This rule has been strictly followed, except that when the short a appears to be 
absolutely necessary to complete the pronunciationof a word, asin Arunodaya or the well-known Mitra, it is printed 
with a mark over it to indicate that it is short, thus—-d. | | 


PD, The figures giving the circulation or number of copies published of each newspaper and periodical as 
furnished by the proprietor, are not guaranteed as accurate, and in some instances must be regarded with caution, 
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Politics ant the Public Administration. 


1. The Financial Statement for 1898-99 has no surprises for us, though 
it might have them for those in England, who were 


Comments on the Finan- led by Lord George Hamilton’s assurance, given in 


cial Statement for 1898-99, 


Indian Spectator (4), 27th the course of his speech against the motion for help 


Mar. from the British to the Indian Exchequer, that the | 


3 | financial condition of this country was satisfactory and 

etting more satisfactory still. We shall deal. with this matter of general interest 

ater on; for the present it is sufficient to note that the accounts for the year 
that is ending, and the estimates for the year that is to begin next month, tell 
but a dismal tale of heavy deficits, large loans and increased burden of taxation. 
For the year 1897-98 the deficit is announced to be five krors twenty-eight lakhs 
and odd, as against an anticipated deficit of less than three krors. Sir James 
Westland points out that the deficit is less than what Government have in 
the aggregate spent on famine, and argues, therefore, that the cost of the war 
on the frontier would have been met from the ordinary revenues had there been 
no famine. There is hardly any room for congratulation in this, for the com- 
plaint as to our financial condition is that it is not elastic enough to bear any 
strain, not even the pretty well expected strain of periodically recurring famines, 
and that the guardians of our national purse have shown such an unwillingness 
to see the great evil that results from a continued policy of military aggression 
that they do not shrink from undertaking costly expeditions even in years of 
famine. They can add debt to debt and escape thus from present difficulties ; 
but they are forgetting that addition to debt means increased yearly charges by 
way of interest and diminished capacity to fall back upon untouched resources, 
which is a very serious thing, indeed, when the limits of taxation have been fully 
reached. 


2. Educated by the criticism of English experts in finance, Sir James 
rere Westland has been modest this time. This in itself 

Champion (2), 87thMar. i. nosmall gain. The Budget isa plain statement 
of facts, divided as usual into three parts. It is neither a brilliant budget nor 
an epoch-making one. India had an excess of revenue over expenditure of 


Rx. 50,988,294, say, nearly 51 krors! This excess the Government was good. 


enough to spend to the very pie, like the prodigal that itis. Jt wasted a 
little less than half of it, or, to be exact, 21°22 krorsin wars—a financial 
extravagance of an inexcusable character, because almost all the wars were 
unprovoked and taken on hand only in pursuance of the fixed policy of moving 
forward—that is, the polivy of external aggression at the sacrifice of domestic 
reforms and progress, for which the Government have been crying that they 
have not got the means. Another 4°58 krors were equally squandered on what 
are facetiously called ‘special defences.’ It should be remembered in this 
connection that but for the active prosecution of the forward policy these 
defences would not have been necessary. They are a logical sequence of that 
fateful policy. Practically, then, 25°80 krors out of 50°98 krors of excess 
reyenue have gone to the bottom of the sea. There is no return for the same. 
But if it be alleged, as it has often been alleged, that it has been a kind of 
premium paid for insuring the safety cf India from external attack, we would 
unhesitatingly challenge that allegation. What Sir James would have us 
understand as the merits of Indian financing, this squandering away of 26 krors 
of the tax-payers’ moneys in twenty years, is, in our opinion, its greatest demerit, 
When the public are misled into the belief that our finances have been so well 
managed that we have had 51 krors of excess revenue, it is but right that, in 
the interest of truth, we should inform the same deluded public of this serious 
omission. Sir James would have been candour itself had he supplemented his 
observations on this part of his subject in the Financial Statement by stating 
that during the same period of twenty years new taxation amounting to 40 krors 
had been levied. Even the semi-official organ of Allahabad has pointed out 
this obvious omission and pertinently asks where the Indian Government might 


have been but for this additional taxation. The suppression of this fact of the. 


taxation of 40 krors suggests the idea that India has been able to pay its 
: et from the ordinary oarete of revenue. She has done nothing of the kind. 


— gon 4—3 


ak est 


8. Sir James Westland has provided us with amyth that “India pays 

Prog Te Epa oe its way.” In his Financial Statement for 1898-99, 
ar. Mag. osha. (114), 2" that infallible authority informs the world that. the 
m, ae Indian revenue during the last two decades has been 
of so flourishing a character that not only has it enabled the Government to 

meet its ordinary expenditure, but to provide from the excess, amounting to the 

colossal sum of 61 kroers, 25 krors for war expenditure, 8 krors on famine relief, 

works, and 18 krors on-protective railways. What Governmert in the entire 
civilised world save England can show such glorious results? Surely, after such 
prosperous revenue, is it not absurd for India to take the hat in hand and appeal 

to the House of Commons for alms in connection with the Inte expenditure on 
transfrontier fire-works? Such is the jubilant spirit in which the ecstatic Sir 

James speaks of Indian finance. But is this a reality or a romance? Itis both. 

It is a fact that the spendthrifts of Simla have, like the prodigal, eaten their: 

own substance and swallowed that borrowed from others. They ate their cake 

and had it too from others. The fact of this extraordinary expenditure of 

‘ 50 krors may be admitted at’once. That is the dismal reality. But what is 
the rueful romance? ‘This only, that “ India paysits way’’! But our present 
Finance Minister is nothing if not original in hisown way. ‘The originality 
consists in his maladroitness. He never is happy unless he sets ordinary 

people on the rack by some of his maladroit pranks. In the present case, 

this prank consists in the omission to tell the British tax-payers, for whose 

| | delectation alone he has indulged in this financial romance, that during the 
e same twenty years enhanced and new taxation has been imposed to the tune of 
: 40 krors. Where might the Government have been but for these 40 krors? 
a. ’ Would it have ever ventured on those expensive transfrontier pyrotechnics and 
— other charges which have absorbed fully 25 krors of the excess revenue ? 
The fallacy of Sir James Westland is so obvious that it is astonishing he should 
have given currency to it, knowing as he must be that what he was stating 
would be immediately criticised. This can be’ hardly called excellent tactics, 
and if Sir James thought this kind of financial ballooning would please his 
masters at Westminster, he is very much mistaken. Can the Finance Minister 
lay the flattering unction to his soul and in the face of stern facts tell us that 
India is paying its way? That would be hypocrisy, indeed, worthy of the 
authority ruling on the Bosphorus, but utterly unworthy of those who call them- 


selves Christian and purport to rule this vast country on principles of truth and 
righteousness. ns : 


4, The Indian oe last week we the Supreme Legislative 
Sita iss on oe Council by Sir James Westland is most disappointi 

a pene Z oe 4 (9), 26th to all except those who may be willing to be fed from 
A) eee dl year’s end to year’s end with hopes that may never be 
realized. Every one of the three parts into which this year’s financial state- 
ment is divided, viz., revised estimates for 1897-98, budget estimates for 1898-99, 
and a raview of twenty years’ finance, tells a melancholy tale in spite of the 
flattering assurances of prosperity given by the Financial Member. There is 
given an unusually long list of loans raised by the Indian Government and jhe 
Secretary of State during the last year. To a casual observer it would appear 
to be the consequence of the heavy calamities visiting the country, but a close 
observer will surely not fail to notice the fact, which has now become patent to 
all economists, that our Government is no longer able to meet their annual 
sterling obligations without adding to.their permanent. sterling debts, and all 
this is owing to the excessive growth of military expenditure, out of all propor- . 

- tion to the ability of India to meet it. The taxation in India has already reached 
its maximum limit, Under these circumstances the only course open to Gov- 
ernment is to borrow. The result is that we have to pay larger sums by way 
of interest every year. If this is not bankruptcy, we wish to know what is. From 
the summary of the short review of twenty years’ finance given it will appear 
that the Financial Member takes.a highly optimistic view of the situation and 
arrives at the conclusion that, as India is in a prosperous condition, no charit; 
. from England is called for. ‘ Asa mere matter of our financial credit,’ says Sir 
 Fames estland, *' we consider it infinitely more profitable with our own resources 
to-rise from our accumulated misfortunes of last year to new energy and new 
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prosperity than to present ourselves before England, as a poor relation seeking 
- helpout of her abundant wealth.’’ It is; nodoubt, a very nice sentiment in the 
mouth of a person whose monthly salary is something like Rs. 6,400, but-to an 
Indian whose average annual income‘is only Rs..27, even a small help from the 
large coffers of a rich relation like Britain must give considerable relief. The 
simile is not again at all appropriate. India does not beg help of England. 
She only calls upon England to bear a just and equitable share of the Imperial 
eharges. There is a world of difference between begging and lawfully calling 
upon a partner to share the expenses incurred for a common purpose. _ It is this 
difference which Sir James Westland has altogether ignored in his eagerness to 
present a highly coloure picture of the financial condition of India. _ | 


5, The Indian Financial Statements are a source of perpetual disappoint- 
ment to men who are not pledged to stand by the official » ie 
theory, that the financial position of India is all that : | 
can be desired, or perhaps better than that of any u 
civilized country in the world except England. Those who are determined to 
live in a fool’s paradise are weleome todo so. No argument is likely to 
change their resolve. They will continue to be optimists till a finaucial catas- 
trophe gives them a rude awakening. No amount of whitewashing, no amount 
of perversion or misrepresentation, will be able to alter the operation of fiscal 
and economic laws. Sir James Westland isat liberty to flatter himself with 
the belief that he has proved to his satisfaction that his review of Indian finance 
during the last twenty years establishes the highly satisfactory conclusion at 
which he has arrived.’ But if he thinks that he has convinced the Indian public 
of the accuracy and soundness of his views, he is very seriously mistaken. We 
know his fallacious review is likely to delude the ignorant British public, and 
was meant to justify the decision of the Indian. Government not to call upon the 
British Exchequer to contribute to the expenses of the recent military opera- 
tions, . Our complaint against him is, therefore, of a twofold character. In the Wl 
first place, the solvency or otherwise:of the Indian Exchequer has nothing to do oan 
in determining the financial liability of England for carrying out an Imperial a 
object ; and, secondly, his review of Indian finance is so one-sided and fallacious na 
that any inference that he draws from it cannot be used to justify the refusal : He 
of the Indian Government to call upon England to bear her proper share of the A 
cost of military operations on the North-West. Code = 


Gujaritt (108), 27th Mar., 
Eng. cols. 
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6. Sir James Westland, in giving a review of the last twenty years of Indian 
a finance, asserts that the total revenue has exceeded the 

esars (04), 29th Mar. ordinary expenditure by 51 krors. ‘This is a decep- 
tive assertion. Properly speaking, this so-called surplus iseaten up by extra- 
ordinary expenditure on wars, famines and railways, and there has besides been 
an addition to the country’s public debts. If we look at the accounts for the last 
forty-five years we find that, as a matter of fact, there isan average deficit of 
60 lakhs per annum. Even the deceptive surplus of 51 krors of which Sir James 
boasts does not represent the normal growth of revenue, but is due to increased 
taxation. By evading these facts and figures Sir James has tried to show that 
India can dispense with thé help from the British treasury. promised by Sir 
Michael Hicksbeach and has thereby disappointed the subject population of 
India. ee ; 


—% The Budget debate in the Supreme Council is remarkable for the 
number of useful suggestions thrown out by official 
and non-official European Councillors. Among other 
: things, the establishment of agricultural banks, the 
reduction of the salt-tax and the expenditure of large sums of money on local 
improvements were recommended. The suggestions are excellent and their useful- 
ness has also been admitted by Government in the past. But if any one were to 

ask why these useful suggestions are not acted upon, the only answer is that 
the Government. cares more for the interests of a handful of British merchants 
_ than for those of the three hundred millions of people of this country. The duty 
on English cloth was reduced the moment there was a balance to the good in the 
Government treasury, but the promise about the reduction of the ‘salt tax is 
easily forgotten. As soon as there is.a famine, railways are begun with the aid 
_of European éapital, while irrigation: works are kept in abeyance or ignored. 


_ Dnydn Prakdsh’ (42), 31st 
Mar. 


es 


10. 


8. The Dnydnodayd refers to the social entertainments given by the people 
: ' Of Poona in honour of Colonel Creagh and the Honour- 
Desirability of -mutual able Mr. Kirkham respectively, and discourses as 
red — and i 3 ~ etna follows on the desirability of mutual sympathy and 
"Dnydvodaya (14), Slet Mar, 00d will between Europeans and Natives :—If there is 
| mony of feeling between the Natives and the 
Europeans, it will be of benefit to both. Promotion of sympathy between the 
two races is much to be desired, The Natives want the sympathy of the 
Europeans, but the need of the latter for the sympathy of the former is even 
greater, Why should there be any difficulty in the matter? Where does the 
shoe pinch? The Natives see injustice in whatever the Europeans do, while 
Europeans smell nothing but sedition and disloyalty in the acts of the Natives. 
It is not all Natives or all Europeans who take such a perverse and unfavour- 
able view of the acts of the other race. There are some Europeans who behave 
towards the Natives in quite a friendly manner and earn their esteem and good 
will. There are again some Natives who are the most loyal and devoted servants 
of Government. If the Europeans will but act nef aemge instead of high- 
handedly towards the Natives, they are sure to be honoured and respected. It is 
the duty of England to send only noble-minded and sympathetic men to govern 
India, and not persons whose only merit is that they have passed successfully some 
competitive examinations. Sask men sow the seeds of disloyalty in the mind 
of the Natives by their harshness and create prejudice in the minds of the English 
people against the Natives by sending sensational telegrams to England. The 
Queen’s Government is not really disliked by the people; nay, its permanence 
is desired by even the illiterate classes in villages. 


9. The confirmation of the sentence of death passed on Mr. Rand’s murderer 
. both by the High Court and the Bombay Government 

Alleged collapse of the and the occurrence of plague riots in places other than 
theory of seditious covspiracy Poona have, between them, scattered the theory of 
" eet (54), 29th Mar, seditious conspiracy tothe winds. Itis now admitted 
| | by a Court of law that Mr. Rand was murdered by a 
fanatic. The riots of Sinnar and Bombay and the experignce of other places in 
_ the districts of Dhérwdr and Nasik have clearly proved to Government that the 
. enforcement of plague measures leads to discontent and even lawlessness among 
the people. His Excellency the Governor has begun to realise how the plague 
regulations are regarded as oppressive by the people. Ifthe riots of Sinnar 
and Bombay are explicable without the help’ of the theory of political con- 
spiracy, why need we make the assumption that a seditious conspiracy exists in 
Poona alone? His Excellency Lord Sandhurst was perhaps led away by passion 
when he first put faith in this theory of a seditious conspiracy. We hope later 
_ events have proved to him how false that theory is: Will His Lordship now 

atone, at least partially, for his mistaken belief in the existence of secret societies 

by releasing the newspaper editors and the Natu brothers ? — 


10. Every moment that prolongs the disgraceful abduction of two of 
our innocent and good citizens sends a new thrill of 
Lord George Hamilton and painful sensation through the veins of Poona. - The 
the arroat and cetention of greater the delay in releasing them the greater the 
he Natu brothers. | : : ; : 
Mahvétta (7), 27t Mar, | UMpatience of course of the city to see them restored 
to liberty. .The statement, again, of the case of 
Government for the enforcement of the regulation against the Natu bro- 
thers has given a new impulse.to the yearning heart of the Poona people; 
because it is now clear that the case for Government is the. weakest possible, 
and hereafter at least the detention of the unfortunate brothers for another 
moment would be nothing but an act of mere tyranny. In our last issue we 
have already given Lord George Hamilton’s speech, in which he sought to 
justify the arrest and detention of the Natus. The reasons given, as every one 
will see, are most frivolous, silly and childish. It is difficult to say to whom 
the credit of their invention belongs. We were never so ashamed of him 
reas when he made that halting, insipid and ridiculous speech in all 
solemnity in which he stated the grounds of justification of the deportation of 
the Natus. ‘Tet us see what Lord Geotgo says. It is impossible to be patient 
with the statements as well as the reasoning’of His Lordship. It is amusing to 


ion-mongers conveniently vindled 
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British Government diminished in'size into mere trick-players. And what are 

those tricks? One is that a midwile received a lotter of intimidation which was 

really not, but only ‘“ purported ’’ to be, signed by one of the Natus. The inti- 
midation, if real, could be punished under the Penal Code. Against all this: 
may be put the letters written by Sardar Bala Saheb ‘Natu to Mr. Lamb with 
regard to plague measures, which showed, if anything, that he only assisted the 
plague authorities in their work. As for the alleged attempted fabrication of 
evidence with regard to the outrage by a British soldier, we put it down as 
itself a malicious fabrication by the policeman at least. The mere report 
by a police officer, uncorroborated by any other evidence, condemns itself. 
Let Government remember that for every moment by which they prolong the 
captivity of the Natus they are incurring greater and greater responsibility 
lessening the effect of such justifications as they may have, if they really 

ave any. 


11. A correspondent writes to the Sudhdrak :—'ihe figures given in the last 
: | issue of the Sudhdrak (vide last week’s Report, - para- 
_ Alleged necessity of ac- gyaph 5) sufficiently expose the hollowness of the 
quainting the British public statement made by the Secretary of State that a nurse 
‘with the facts relating to the ] ‘ ey ‘ : 
dane of the: Nata brothers. ost her practice of midwifery in Poona through the 
Sudhdrak ‘21), 28th Mar. machinations of one of the Natus; but such figures 
should he published broadcast in English for the better 
information of the British public. The Secretary of State has shown strange 
inconsistency in assigning reasons for the detention of the Natu. brothers in 
custody. First, it was their connection with the political conspiracy in the 
Deccan ; now, it is their obstructive attitude towards the enforcement of the 
plague measures. The facts that Bala Saheb Natu served as an Honorary 
Magistrate at Poona for a number of years and that the brothers were taken into 
custody two months after the plague ceased in Poona must be made sufficiently 
known in England by our political Sabhas to enable the public of that country 
to grasp the situation correctly. The present treatment of the Natu brothers is 
highly improper and calculated to bring a stigma on the British administration. 
All such instances of high-handedness should be explicitly laid before the people 
of England. | 
12. We reproduce in another column a paragraph from the Amrit Bazar 
ae mae Paitrika about Mr. Tilak’s health. In spite of Lord 
Tiles : pole ban fois George Hamilton’s assurance in the House of Commons 
Laid Sandhurst to release to the effect that Mr. Tilak was doing well and was 
him. — -. given better food, we are afraid that unfortunate 
Indu Prakdsh (15), 24th man is undergoing the most miserable hardships in ° 
cede ie, Re the Yerowda Jail. Now that His Excellency Lord 
Sandhurst. has nobly taken the people into his confidence and has shown 
unmistakable signs of returning sympathy, may we humbly ask him to take a 
merciful view of Mr. Tilak’s sufferings and free him from an incarceration that 
is killing him inch by inch? ‘The stormy days of 97 are now ancient history. 
Chafekar is in jail, the murders of Messrs. Rand and Ayerst have been avenged, 
and nothing should now debar Lord Sandhurst from‘showing clemency to one 
who in the days gone by did good work for the Government. In his noble 
speech to the Justices Lord Sandhurst said that if Government acted against 
its convictions it would be a sign not of strength but of weakness. May we 
request His Excellency now to act up to those noble words and to show that 
he is not afraid of the wrath of excited or prejudiced Anglo-Indians? His 
Excellency cannot do this better than by exercising his prerogative of clemency 
and releasing Mr. Tilak. Even supposing that he was guilty, he has suffered 
enough; and if he were to be now released, we are sure people would take the 
action as showing not the weakness, but the strength of Government. 


13. His Excellency the Governor:said at a public meeting in Bombay 

ies that those plague measures which were found useful © 

Alleged Br Sa UE Bas in suppressing the plague at Poona and Karachi had 
ae pe ee fa Excellency given rise to dissatistaction in Bombay. We do not 
Lord Sandhurst. : wish to refer here to the causes which led to the disap- 
_ Jagadhitechchhu (49), 26th pearance of the disease at Poona and Karachi, but beg - 
Mer.’ simply to observe that the plague measures referred to 
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by His Excellency were not at all palatable to the people of these two citiés, 
the same is the case everywhere. Even in places where there is no plague the 
people have to keep the corpses in their houses for hours together, and in many 
cases the doctor has to be propitiated with a fea. It isimpossible to describe the 
hardships of the people in the infected areas, Even the villagers are annoyed 
beyond measure by the Government officials. In short, the system (newly) 
inaugurated in Bombay should be extended to all other places. We hope that | 
Government will so extend it and become universally popular. 


14. In praising the rea plague volicy of His eget d Lord Sandhurst 

ee ‘and requesting His Excellency to adopt a similar 

— scales sans gl tat policy in the mofussil, the Deshi Mitra writes 

3 that the people of several towns in the mofussil who 

were made to go into camp outside their towns are desirous of returning to their 

homes in the towns and settling down to their usual routine after the sub- 

sidence of the plague. The paper hears a rumour that the people of Surat 

living in sheds outside the city are not going to be allowed to return to their 

y homes in the city till the rains, and remarks that if this be true, they would 
be very much inconvenienced indeed. 


15. Before coming out as Governor of Bombay, Lord Sandhurst had given 
a promise that he would walk in the footsteps of 
Comments on Lord Sand- Mountstuart Elphinstone. Our hearts were over- 


pared ea —— ee joyed at the sweet promise, but the actual experience 


Donte. of His Lordship’s administration showed that the pro- 
Jagadhitechchhu (49), 26th mise was not destined to be fulfilled and that Lord 
Mar. Sandhurst was walking in the footsteps of Sir Richard 


Temple and not in those of Elphinstone. Since the 
date of the Poona tragedy all hopes of a liberal policy from His Excellency were 
almost blighted, but the speech made by Lord Sandhurst before the Justices in 
Bombay shows that a vast change has come over His Lordship’s mind. Truly, 
that speech was worthy of a statesman and was singularly freefrom the least shade 
of pride of authority or self-conceit. His Excellency declared that he did 
not yield to the riot or the strike in Bombay, but had been contemplating a 
change in the plague policy from a few days before the riot or the strike. If 
that was so, how did His Lordship fail to give the least indication of it and even 
omitted to-make mention of it to the deputation which waited upon him on the 
day of the riot? Ignorant people are likely to infer from this that petitions, 
whether oral or written, avail nothing with Government, but that a threat of 
the use of violence is enough to bring Government to a submissive attitude. 
It is undesirable that such an impression should gain ground in the popular 
mind with reference to a civilised Government. 


16. Weare glad to see that Government have lost no time in making 
elaborate arrangements to carry out the new plague 
New plague policy in policy enunciated by His Excellency the Governor in 
Bombay. hich (18)y 946h his address to the Justices. All the wards have been 
uM he ok (1) divided into blocks and vigilance committees appointed 
: for each block. We are also glad to see that the 
Plague Committee have taken kindly to the new arrangement and are willingly 
co-operating with the volunteers. Ifthe work of this new organisation is as 
thorough as the system itself is elaborate, we have not the least doubt that the 
united efforts of the Plague Committee and the volunteers will be crowned with 
success and the new departure made by His Excellency completely justified. 


Bombay ricts of 9th March of less stringent plague measures was in contempla- 


and the modifications of 4 ; 
plague measures in Bombay. tion some time before the unfortunate occurrence, and 


Pheniz (8), 26th Mar. 
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Bn His Excellency to find out who was the man in any responsible office 
under Government, who though knowing that trouble was brewing did not 
bother about giving timely information. : 


18. Last year, as soon as the people in Bombay manifested their dislike 
— Héndu Punch (47), o4gh Of Segregation by attacking the Arthur Road Hospital, 
a (*7), the Government resolved to carry out the plague 
eee Operations in a sympathetic manner and handed them 
over to General Gatacre. The General did the work very smoothly and became 
very popular. The disease should have been similarly grappled with this year 
too, but the Government, instead of doing it, introduced in Bombay a revised 
and enlarged edition of Mr. Rand’s regime in Poona without taking account 
of the difference in the characteristics of the inhabitants of the two cities, and 
the result was seen last week. It is a matter for joy that Government have 
now again taken recourse to such measures as would be liked by the people. The 
people cannot expect to have their grievances redressed without some action on 
their part. Even a sucking child has to cry out before the mother attends to its 
wants. Government will do nothing voluntarily and of their own accord. 
There must be some stir on the side of the people. If the people will not make 
a stir, the redress of their grievances will be delayed. The Bombay riots 
secured a speedy redress and thus afford an illustration of good coming out, of 
evil. 7 


19, One of the sation assurances was that the quarantine restrictions 
, . .., Would be relaxed in a very appreciable degree. Mr. 
Fe sng 3 ‘oe ea DuBoulay has been, with a view to give effect to that 
Boulay and the necessity for assurance, doing the work of giving passes for exemp- 
removing the restrictions of tion from quarantine; but it seems that unnecessary 
quarantine measures on the and vexatious shackles still continue to be put on, 
movements of the people in , ’ : 
Bombay. Passes are granted only to men proceeding on “ busi- 
Indian Spectator (4), 27th ness,’? and business is interpreted in the narrowest 
Mar; Indu Prakash (15), sense possible. Thus a man cannot go to see his mother 
B0th Mar. who may be dying. He can, of course, tell a lie and 
escape, but that is another matter. Then, certificates signed by known gentle- 
men of position have to be procured by the applicants for passes, and these 
certificates are of stringent enough character to annoy at least honest’ men. 
Many of us are now really sick of these half and half quarantine measures, 
which prove wholly vexatious one way, or another to all. Bombay has suffered 
long from them. There are reasons to suppose that the plague has stuck to the city 
this year much longer than it did last year, principally because.of the enforced 
cooping up of the population in the affected quarters, which concentrated the 
poison and increased its strength and staying power. It is high time to try 
a radical change in the system. Would it not be possible to abolish quarantine 
in Bombay itself on out-going passengers, leaving the mofussil towns to protect 
themselves by quarantine or strict medica! examination as they like? Surat 
and Bombay have tried this system of putting under quarantine out-go'ng 
passengers. The result in both cases has been a longer stay of the plague than 
has been the case under other arrangements. The fact is, cooping up the 
population in an affected town can never do good by itself; the arrested and 
concentrated poison seems capable of finding somehow outlet enough to infect 
neighbouring places, surely though slowly. [The Indu Prakash (15) of 28th 
March expresses similar sentiments. | | 


20. The Akhbdr-e-Sodagar expresses its regret that notwithstanding the 
sich anxiety of His Excellency the Governor to afford 
Akhbér-e-Sodagar (123), Ist facilities to the citizensof Bombay to leave the city, 
ARE: the officer appointed by Government to issue passes 
for this purpose is very strict and thereby niullifies the kindness of the Gov- 
ernor. ‘The traders, says the paper, get passes, but other people, who are 
quite disgusted with the present restrictions on their movements, are put to 
much inconvenience, inasmuch as they cannot get passes to leave the city 
unless they keep themselves under observation for ten days and obtain certificates 
to that-effect. This restriction is, im the opinion of the paper, needless,.as the 


14 
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- virulence of the plague has much abated in Bombay, and there is little fear 


tag a 


of the epidemic being carried by pee le into the mofussil if they are allowed 
ica - 


to go wherever they like after me examination. 


.21. The Gujardti refers to certain new rules recently issued by the Bom- 
aa bay Plague Committee by which the Committee seek 
cevtaig ales nna by tha ‘0 control and regulate the management and discipline 
y the 5 eo 3 . 2 
‘Bombay Plague Committee Of the private plague hospitals in the matter of the 
regarding the management discharge of cured patients and visits of friends and 
of * sitntes pin a oe _ relatives to the patients in the hospitals. The paper 
. Rajeadhakts (1 By 90th Mar argues that as the Committee does not contribute to 
| ~* the funds of the hospitals, it should not interfere with 
their management, because the hospitals are generally under well qualified 
medical gentlemen, who will take it asa slur if their discretion is fettered in 
any way. [The Rdjyabhakta expresses: similar sentiments and calls on the 
Plague Committee and the local Government to explain the Committec’s 
interference with the management of the private hospitals, lest the people are 
driven to unnecessary excitement. | 


22. The Akhbdr-e-Islam is extremely sorry for the new rule issued by the 
" Akbbar-e-Iela'm(128). 99th a8ue Committee rohibiting the visits of the rela- 
galt m (122), 29th ‘tions and friends of the plague patients in private 
plague hospitals, and says that some of the relations 
and friends wko went to a certain hospital on the 27th March were taken by 
surprise when they were informed of the new rule, and obliged to return home 
without seeing the patients whom they had gone to see. The paper hopes that 
the Committee will cancel the new rule at an early date. 


23. Several ignorant people believed that house to housesearch and 
Apes le quarantine would be abolished owing to the Bombay 
Sicuine re ess accused of riots of 9th March, but when they saw the search 
publishing canards and mis- parties at work in different parts of the city they 
‘leading the people in the saw that their belief was incorrect. As regards the 
ae —. ogee . quarantine, they believe that although it still exists it 
ac hu (4) 20th ig going to be abolished from the 1st proximo. They 
% areled to entertain this belief from the paragraphs 
which appear in the columns of certain cheap and popularity-hunting news- 
papers in Bombay. We advise the people not to be led away by such idle 
‘Canards, which are published in a certain section of the local press with a view 


to increase the circulation of the papers. __ | 
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24. With reference to the order of Government and the Plague Committee 
SE Ne a discharge some of the medical students employed 
cull ahaa ick tat éhtea by “_ on plague work from service, “X. Y. Z,’ has some 
to doctors and medical stu. notable comments to offer on the manner in which 
dents respectively. the services of doctors called out from England are 
Indian Spectator (4), 2:th ytilized by the Plague Committee. He tells us how 
=: | medical students are very often left in charge of the 
hospitals, how they are called upon to treat patients therein at all the different 
stages of the disease, and how, on the other hand, better paid and better quali- 
fied medical men (sent out by the Secretary of State from England, and 
belonging to the staff of the Indian Medical Department) are utilized for taking 
temperatures and for merely examining the tongucs, and so on, of outward 
bound passengers at the Bombay Harbour. The writer does not forget the fact 
that, technically speaking, the hospitals are in charge of fully qualified men, 
~ but he assures the public that he 1s prepared to prove that many of them visit 
these hospitals only in the morning and the evening. We have once already 
referred to the necessity of plague hospitals being efficiently manned and 
worked. The disadvantages of forcing people to resort to them, and then 
leaving them to the tender mercies of students and other half-educated 
men, are obvious. The Plague Committee would do well to attend to the 
complaint that has been made. “ X. Y, Z.’’ is right in suggesting that the services 


of students could be profitably transferred to the harbour to do the duty that 


d men are now condemned to do there, and that these latter might 
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be brought over to attend at the hospitals. Strange that the reasonableness of 
this arrangement did not strike the Plague Committee earlier. 


25. That chaos has reigned during the past week in plague affairs is a 
fact which no one with any knowledge of the admin- 

Fe ‘Beater el a waeee istration can deny. The only way to prevent the 
Committee tothe Manicip ality chaotic condition returning is for His Excellency to 
Wbimmendad: continue his courageous’ course, and, as requested by 
Champion (2),2/th Mar. the Bombay Corporation, to give the coup de grace to 
me _ the Plague Committee, which, under present circum- 
stances, is a dangerous incubus, and one that hangs heavily round the neck of 
our sadly-stricken city, But, in our haste to get rid of this Committee, we must 
not fly to another extreme—the autocrat is bad, but the man-in-the-street may 
be worse. Authority made sympathetic by a personal knowledge of the misery 
of the people is the ideal of a plague administration ; and because we think 
the local Corporation approximates to that ideal we ask for its reinstatement, 


and because the Plague Committee hopelessly failed when tested by that ideal 
we ask for its dismissal, ) 


26. The plague is not abating, and the Plague Committee having given 
Subodh Patrika (20), 2th UP the work of house to house visitation it now de- 
thie. volves on the Justices of the Peace. We hear that the 
Se Justicesdo not get proper assistance from the Plague 
Committee in carrying on their search duties. The Corporation has unanimously 
resolved to request Government to transfer to it the work of the Plague Com- 
mittee. The people also desire the abolition of the Committee. The double 


administration of the Plague Committee and the Justices is causing inconve- 
nience to the people in every respect. 


27. Ina paragraph headed “ Poona people not the only liars in this world,” 
Ginsiisinia weblteil: te en 4 silane tre ae a es the a — 
wera. Publishes several complaints against the subordinate 
data of tes Ganon’ Plans executive of the Bombay Plague Committee, The 
Committee and the alleged complaints themselves seem to have been preferred in 
light they throw on suaar early March. Why their publication should have 
eo by Poon® been so long delayed may be easily guessed. But 
Mahvétta (7), 27th Mar. better late than never. The complaints were made 
before the riots occurred, and thus they are proof 
against the charze of being malevolent fabrications, made to justify the riots. 
We cannot, of course, vouch for the truth of these complaints, but they have 
the semblance of truth. They are interesting to us only as showing that human 
nature isthe same in Bombay as in Poona, and that the Poona people are 
not alone to share the odium of being croakers. The temple complaint, it 
may be remembered, had exactly a counterpart in the complaint published 
by the Mahrdtta in the early days of Mr. Lamb’s regime. Some of the 
‘complaints in Poona were about wrongful removal to the plague hospitals. 
Oddly enough, no less a personage than Dr. Blaney asserts with surprising bold- 
ness that in Bombay for every 100 cases of real plague there are as many false. 
cases wrongfully taken tothe hospitals. The complaint made by Messrs. 
Daphtary and Ferreia, Solicitors, about the gunners shifting the cloth and 
examining a widow on a bed in a room is not more characteristic than the com- 
plaint, in Poona, about the stripping of women for examination. But why seek 
the parallel in this or that individual case? Let the promised court of enquiry 
begin to hold trials and we shall be surprised if the judges do not find heavy 
work in disposing of complaints of all those kinds which were made in Poona. 


28. The people of Poona have every reason tobe grateful to Colonel 

ar | Creagh for the successful and sympathetic manner in 
Comments on Colonel which he carried on the plague administration in 
Creagh’s plague administra- Poona during the last four months. They have been 
or asart (64) o%th Mar, Showing their good will for their friend and benefactor 
iB by entertaining him at various pan supari parties, but 
some more permanent monument of Colonel Creagh’s labours in Poona should 
be raised by the citizens whom he served so well. It is by no means the case 
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that Colonel Creagh succeeded in making the epidemic more mild. On the 


contrary, it was more virulent in type and claimed a larger number of victims 
than on the first occasion; but the secret of the Colonel’s popularity lies in the 
sympathy and co-operation he evoked from the people whom he had come to 
serve, The time of his arrival was by no means propitious, People were sullen and 
almost desperate on account of the deadly ravages of the disease, and they saw in 
the advent of Colonel Creagh nothing extraordinary and thought simply that one 
officer had succeeded another. But ina short time they found what a vast change 
was brought about in the way of dealing with the plague, and perceived that 
public opinion was respected and the volunteers were not insulted as in the past 


plague regimes. 


29. A delay of over 12 hours occurred recently in the cremation of a corpse 
(supposed to be one of a plague-stricken person) at 
Delay of over 12 hourssaid Hubli, because the necessary certificate from the doctor 


to have been caused in the dis- : | : , 
odlal of a dead body 06 Btubi e not obtained. The doctor was sent for in time, 


1 dilator;. . Dut. failed to put in an appearance promptly, and the 
oh Sa dhs devel thy dscher corpse had to be kept in the house overnight. The 
in certifying the cause of Collector should take steps to prevent such delays in 
— diak Vritt (172). 29th future on the part of the doctor. It was fortunate 
aC aha that none of those who had to keep watch over the 

dead body at night caught the contagion from it, 
otherwise the responsibility would have lain heavily on the defaulting doctor. We 
are prepared to prove fully the charge of dilatoriness against the doctor in the 


above case. 


30. Sir Charles Ollivant, while speaking at the meeting called at Sir 
George Cotton’s office, said that Government had 
Alleged evil of corruption learnt with regret that corruption prevailed among 
among Government servants the employés engaged in dealing with the plague, and 
—. . ne to Government — ne the rsa’ to or oo — 
saa] ment in discovering the culprits. e say that Gov- 
en mn ernment must take the initiative in the siatiee. As 
| both the giver and the taker of the bribe are guilty 
under the law, it is useless to expect the people to come forward to expose cases 
of corruption, It is Government who must make a determined effort to root out 
corruption. The vice of corruption has become very common among Govern- 
ment servants of late, and hence we request Government that they should spare 
no pains to find out the culprits and banish corruption from the ranks of Gov- 
ernment servants. | 


Legislation. 


31. The Vishvadarshana condemns the changes recently introducedin the 
Criminal Procedure Code as repressive, arbitrary and 

Recent changes in the injurious to the interests of Government. The paper 
ee ‘ Procedure Oode adds that they _ vg hones of —_ members of the 
: ruling race that India has advanced in enlightenment 
se narerchene (188), 20e Tae the DR als SEAL had hewn Gr can, 
argues the paper, where was the necessity of enacting 

changes in the existing criminal law, suitable more to a barbarous than toa 


civilised people ? 


82. From Sir John Woodburn’s Bill for the relief of agricultural indebted- 
ase ness introduced at the last sitting of the Supreme 
Remarks on Sir John Legislative Council, it would appear that there is 
_Woodburn's Bill for the re- nothing to be done to save the agriculturists from 
a of | agricultural indebted- uns crupul ous money-lenders, and to hold the shield 
‘Phaniz (8), 26th Mar. of protection between them and the blood-thirsty - 

iS has |  harpies whose avarice is the cause of their ruin and 
whose greediness eats into their very vitals. All that is to be done is to amend 
the Contract Act, and instead of making much ado about nothing, Government 
would have been well-advised in keeping its breath to cool its porridge. aed 


33. In our remarks fortnight ago on the new Bombay Trust Bill, we 
iS ok unwittingly did Sir Charles Ollivant an injustice. 
the Buiter uM Ollivant and “We stated that “the words in Section 348 (1) of the 
! y Municipal Act. ‘ee , ‘ 

Ohampion (2), 27th Mar. "eW Municipal Act, ‘on any site previously unbutlt 

: | upon,’ were inserted by the Select Committee, and 
it. showed with how little wisdom the world is governed, that neither the 
Honourable Mr. Naylor, the then Legal Remembrancer, who, with Mr. 
Ollivant, were the framers of the Bill, nor the late Honourable Mr. Telang 
and the Honourable Mr. Pherozshah Mehta, who were on the Select Committee, 
noticed the intrusion of these words or their meaning, with the result that the new 
Act has, from the time of its introduction, proved an unworkable dead letter.” 
Mr. Ollivant, with his special training as Municipal Commissioner, would 
doubtless have looked sharply enough after such, apparently innocent, inter- 
lineations had he been on the spot, but we are now informed that while the Act 
was being discussed and altered in the Legislative Council he was in Europe, 
absent on leave. He therefcre must be absolved from any imputation of neglect 
or ignorance of his civic duties, which might possibly be deduced from our 
criticism, and we hasten to express our regret for the words we have used, so 
far as they apply tohim. Our remarks, of course, were in no way personal ; they 
were intended to illustrate the aphorism above-quoted as to the want of wisdom 
prevalent in the world just when it is wanted, and that even those moving in the 
highest circles in the Government nearest to His Excellency the Governor in 
por sometimes allow themselves to fall asleep when they should be widest 
awake. 


Education. 


34, At one time there was a very keen controversy between Lord Beacons- 
| field and Lord Macaulay on the question of educating 
_ Effects cf western educa- the peopleof India. The narrow and illiberal instincts 
ae upon the people of of the Conservative leader led him to think that there 
Indu Prakash (15), 28th Was danger to British rule in imparting education to 
Mar, : the Indians, and he was, therefore, of opinion that it 
would be to the interest of England to keep the 
people of India in ignorance. The Liberal sentiments of Lord Macaulay 
revolted against this view and he fought vigorously on the side of enlightenment. 
His historical knowledge told him that ignorance was the worst foe of foreign 
rule and he maintained that England’s supremacy in India mainly depended on 
the enlightenment of the Indians. Fortunately, he carried the day against Lord 
Beaconsfield and the Indian educational system was ultimately brought into 
existence. We thus owe a deep debt of gratitude to Lord Macaulay, because it 
was at his instance that it was finally determined to extend the benefits of western 
education to us. What are the results of that education P Are the fears of Lord 
Beaconsfield realised ? -.Do the Indians desire to throw off the British yoke? No; 
on the contrary, they wish for the permanence of the British rule. What is it 
that has enlisted their sympathies on the side of British rule? Itis that west- 
ern education which Macaulay advised his countrymen to impart to us. What 
would have been the feelings of the Indians to-day towards their British rulers, if 
they had not received western education and perceived the advantages of British 
rule? Hunger, they say, is the worst inciter to rebellion in the world. Hunger leads) 
to revolt, and the people of India would certainly have sought to overthrow British 
rule while smarting under the effects of famine. But they did nothing of the kind. 
Some repressive demons think that education has wrought a mischievous effect in 
India, that it has made the people discontented. Yes, in one sense the people are 
discontented and wish to supplant the bureaucratic tendency of the British 
administration. Education has taught them to hate oppression, injustice and 
high-handedness. If they succeed in resisting these, it should be regarded as a 
triumph for England, and Lord Macaulay, had he lived to witness such a consum- 
mation, would have welcomed and applauded it. But to bureaucratic officialdom 
such a result is as gall and wormwood and they therefore seek to discourage 


education. But they are not here acting the part of wise statesmen. Real 
statesmanship consists in extending the boon of education to the people and 


thereby making the existence of oppression, injustice. and high-handedness 
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85. A correspondent writes:—If all Government teachers and professors 
| | are to be excluded from the arena of politics, the best 
Remarks on the recent part of their rights and privileges as citizens, viewed 
8 ation * the are om any standpoint, is taken away from them, and 
school-masters and politics.” they might be characterized as men in civilised 
Ohampion (2), 27h Mar.  thraldom. Men who thus relinquish their natural 
: rights and privileges of citizenship may not be men of 
any real backbone or stamina, and may be the least capable of effectively im- 
parting any such really useful knowledge to their pupils as would make them 
useful members of society. Politics are, or ought to be, the highest aim of all 
mundane education, and if professors and teachers are to be nonentities in 
politics, their education is of no use. And what would be of greater utility 
in the future course of his life than politics? If politics—that part of our boys’ 
education which is of the greatest, real, and everyday utility and practicability— 
is prohibited to be imparted to them, our boys cannot be said to have received 
good education, for they will not and cannot make anything like true citizens. 
Oan any civilized Government desire to give such a suicidal turn to public 
education as should prevent their subjects from producing good citizens? 
Politics, undeniably the largest and the most practical field of immediate utility, 
is the best field for beneficent action, and if our boys are to be shut out from 
that field by eliminating politics from their education, where will be the scope 
for producing true citizens who may be of use to society in general and to Govern- 
ment in particular? aS ; 
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Native States. 


386. The Baroda Vatsal quotesa case of a Native Chief of the North- 
Western Provinces (the Maharaja of Hadda) being 
Policy of Government to- fined one thousand rupees for having in his possession 
— the Seer? = swords, guns and ammunition without the permission of 
sion of arma and ammunition, overnment, disapproves of the action of the officgr 
Baroda Vatsal (197), 27th who inflicted the fine, and says that the policy of the. 
Mar. | paramount power towards the feudatory Chiefs should 
be one of encouragement and not of discouragement so © 
far as the use of arms is concerned, as it is likely that the feudatories would 


render help to Government in critical times by fighting in its behalf. 


37. The Deshabhakta publishes the following open letter addressed to the 
Pear renner enim Diwan Saheb of Baroda :—We have strong reasons to 
the subordinate servants on Delieve that corruption of the worst form is rampant 
plague duty in Baroda and amongst the subordinate servants appointed on plague 
an open letter tothe Diwan duty. We can also confidently assert that these briberies 
of the State on the subject. ‘can be successfully hunted out by appointing a 
oo a gn an ce special bureau for the purpose’ and granting #ardon 
hi to the victims of these malpractices, who would not 
otherwise venture to give evidence. Two competent officers may be appointed 
for the work, which may be continued for a week orso. For reasons of state 
policy we cannot ourselves undertake to go deeper in the way of setting these 
harpies right. 
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38. A correspondent writes:—Two months ago, Palanpur was again 
visited by the diabolical plague which at present 
Plague and plague opera- prevails in so many parts of the Bombay Presidency. 


tions at Palanpur. =. Its appearance had created a great panic among the 
+ hathicuodr Times (°),28th inhabitants thereof, and the plague authorities were 


} - compelled to issue gn order requiring the people to 
vacate the city itself for disinfecting purposes. The city presented for a while 
avery gloomy appearance in consequence of the plague; the people were 
running hither and thither in great consternation for their lives; and the 
poorer classes of all; who could hardly maintain themselves, were prepared 
to meet their doom, leaving themselves entirely to the boundless mercy of | 
the Creator. _ By divine interposition, however, the plague ‘has now been 
stamped out-of the city. Mr. Randier, robust in body and mind as well, came 
to its help and mitigated the sufferings and woes of the people. Assuredly, 
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then, he deserves the gratitude of one and all, and he should be hailed as the 

saviour of Palanpur. The people thereof should not at the same time lose 
aight of the fact that, had it not been for the indefatigable industry and 
inflexible perseverance of His Highness the Nawab and his. Minister—both 
men of magnanimity and sagacity—the plague would never have been era- 
dicated from the city. It reflects great credit on His Highness, who, with noble 
or has successfully combated the plague when it was raging with great 
virulence. 


Intell igence extracted from the Press. 


39. The Cawnpur Hindus had joined the Mu- 
jo — oe the hammadans in the Id _ festivities, and the latter 
pee Bareilly in Upper Hille, returned cordialities on the Holi. The Bareilly Mu- 
Kathiawar Times (6), 25th hammadans freely joined the Hindus in celebrating 


Mar | the Holi and at not a few places embraced each 
other. | 
Alleged disturbance by the 40. The Shri Saydjt Vijaya writes that the 


Kolis of the Khorwéd village Kolis of the Khorwad village in the A’nand Téluka 

in the Anand Téluka of the (Kaira) created a slight disturbance on the 24th 

Kaira Dietrick Vijaya (118) instant and set fire to the local segregation camp. 

30th Mas ys Vuaya (118) Tt adds that the authorities are making due enquiries 
into the matter. 


41, The plague is fitful in Hubli at present, only two or three cases 
occurring in a fortnight. Some people cannot under- 
Alleged discontent at Hubli stand why, under such circumstances, the services of 
(Dharwar) on account of 4 snecial plague doctor at Hubli should be continued 
plague measures. | os 3 
Karndtak Patra (168), 28th nd the usual plague measures remain inforce. They 
Mur, think that the arrangement is kept up from selfish 
| motives. There is consequently discontent in the 
town and secret meetings of Muhammadans are held to discuss the matter. We 
beg to draw: the attention of the Collector to this discontent and hope that he 


will take measures to remove the causes of it. 


3 } ‘ 42, A Baroda correspondent writes to the Mahk- 

PP aga pws, May be rotta that that paper, along with the Champion and 

India fromthe Baroda College India, has been banished from the College Library 

Library. rooms by order of Mr. Tait, the Principal,and Mr, Dalal, 
Mahrdtia (7), 27th Mar. =o, of the Professors of the College. 


43. The Champion, referring to the same subject, remarks:—We should 
; not have troubled to have noticed this petty insult, 

Champion (2), 27th Mar. id it not indicate the unfortunate spirit of intolerance 
that is abroad ; and, so far as we are concerned, we are not troubled, nor, we 
take it, will our colleagues in “ misfortune” worry. But to be serious, is it not 
time to drop this frightened nonsense? As Lord Sandhurst pointed out on 
another and different occasion, people are so prone to lose’their heads, and 
some silly creatures in Baroda have shown how truly His Lordship spoke. A 
year hence we shall all, including these Baroda folk, be ashamed of ourselves, 
and well we may, for many of us are now cutting sorry figures. 


a see 44. The Deccan Post hears that the 
Cported Tepe ta) e-. his Pcu:,, Nizam has ordered the deportation of 
the Nizam of a Talukdar for his having 5 af 

instigated the Mazl.om-t-Deccan to publish Moulvi Abdul. Aleem, Second Talukdar, 
scurrilous articles against the Nizam’s Gov- for having instigated the Mazloom-t-Deccan 


ernment. | to publish scurrilous articles against the 
Kdthidwdo Times (6), 25th Mar. Nizam’s Government. 


45, A correspondent of the Dnydnodaya, writing under date the 19th 

: March, says that the plague has done much havoc at 

Havoc done by plague Ss S4ngli, that some three hundred people in all fell 
Séngli, a Native tate in the victims to the disease during the course of three 


thern Mardtha Country, ae . : é 
ae the attitude of the local months, that so much difficulty is experienced in 


inhabitants in the matter of getting corpse-bearers to carry the dead bodies for 


anti-plague measures. final disposal that one or two corpses are reported as 
Poysnoteye C2) M22 having been left to rot where they were, that people 
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ing stones and mad. 


and that they even 


; olitical Agent, who advise 
) sally with the p and once gave vent to this disli 
| ina body near his bungalow, using abusive language and throw- 
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46. It seems that the version that something like a riot occurred at 


Excitement at utiana 
‘Kathiéwaér) owing to plague 
measures. | 
Kdéthidwa'r News (115), 26th 
Mar., Eng. cols. 


Kutiana, under Jundégad, in connection with plague 
measures, is quite e erated and has no foundation 
of the sort, we are assured, has 


in fact. Nothi @. 80 
occurred, as the State authorities have been greatly on 
the qui vive. All that has occurred was a little excite- 
ment due to some misunderstanding. 


G, M. SATHE, 
: Reporter on the Native Press. 
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40 , Dharwar Vritt ... re me woe| Dharwar sie | Weekly ... vis 900 
4) °9 Dhureen eee | eee eee eee aoe Belgaum eee eee Do. eee eee eee 
4? a Dnyan Prakdsh eee oe eee eee Poona aw eee eee Do. eee eee 1,000 
43 ( , Dnydn ps ea a ‘iia seo gee] OLNODUE = a coh MG ee oa 350 
44 » Ganga L i | es 
45 Ee re a: ek oe oe oe 1,200 4 
a ee eee ee a eel 4,000 a 
| 47 99 Hindu Punch eee eee eee eee Thana ecc0 eae eee We y eee eee 680 fee 
- 48 , Jagadédarsh ‘ais oe ...| Ahmednagar ... SS, ee | ae nis 
49 * Jagad-hitechchhu a a oan OMI cakes oe Ee ©: wes bas 
50 99 Jagatsamachar eee eee eee eee Thana ees eee eee Do. eee coo; . 606 
ee Sh OE eee ee ee ee 375 a 
62 | , Karmanuk BE OO ae Pea oe oe ss 2,500 | 2 
63 | ,, Keral Kokil ... see se ~— os Bombay Bi Monthly... . 2,000 — 
54 at Kesari eee eee eee eee Poona... eee eee Week! y eee eee 8,000 ete 
55 », Kh&ndesh Ghitragupta soap wee} Dhulia sen ee ee ee 125 
56 9 Khandesh Vaibhav eee eee pee Do. eee ry 1) Do. ry) eee 235 
57 99 Khara Prakdr ... ese we: cia Bombay eee eee Monthly eee eee 2,000 
Ag 58 99 Kumtha Vritt eee eee eee ; eee Kumta eee ae Weekly eee eee 206 
| 59 ya Lokaseva ese eee ese eee ees Nasik par ees 2) Do. eee eee 250 
60 | 9» Madatnis..  ... «os of Ratnagiri wn. ove Do oe an 200 
6) » Madhu Makshika eee ood. * eee B lgaum eee eee Do 008 eee 650 
62 99 Madhu Vritt _... 3 a ie oe ds eee wae | Do coo oe 385 
: 63 a9 F Mahérishtra Mitra eve eee eee — eee eee eee Do os. eee fas 
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The Mitrodaya 


99 
9 


The Broach SamAchar 
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Moda Vritt : : ; : ; ; 
Mumbai Vaibhav ace 


N Samfchér... 
Nésik Vaibhav eo ees 
NAsik Vritt 


Nipdni Vaibhav... 
Nydy& Sindhu ... see 


Panchanan vee 
Pandhari Bhushan *e 
Pandhari Mitr 
Pen Samachai ... 
Prabodh Chandrika 
Prabodh Ratna ... ‘és 
Erato |. si sue me 
Réghav Bhushan 

Sansth4énik ‘ee 
Satya Sadan ee is 
Saty% Shodhak ... vas 
Satyavakta on 
Shikshak ... wi ‘de 
Sholapur Samachér — 
Shubh Suchak ... ia 
Sudarshan 


Sudhakar sia Ken 
Sumant ... sue Hee 
Tukér4m eee eee eee 
Vartddarsha see ‘es 
Vartahar vee TT) eee 
Vartanidhi — ae 
Vatandar., ee eos eee 
Vengurla Vritt ... ove 
Vichadri eee oe ene 
Vidya Vilds we eo 


Vikshipta ese eee eee 
Virashaivamata Prakdsh 

Vividh Dny4n Vistar... 
Vrittasaér ... as pis 
Vritt Sindhu 


Vritt Sudha ie ee 
Vy4pari_... ne oe 


ANGLO-GUJARA’TI. 


a  OUROAED ee ns 
» Guiarhtl ..... ae she 
» Gujardt Mitra... ats 
» Gujardt Satya Samsher .., 
» Hindi Punc ve as 
» Hindusthan oss eee 
»» Lndependent ov i 
9» Haiser-e-Hind _,,, ave 
» Kathidwar News... os 
» Lanch Mahal Times _... 
» Rast Goftar ae 
» Shri Sayaji Vijaya eee 
9) Surya Prakash ... shi 
GUJARA'TL. 
The eee Times see 
9? a eee see eee 
99 ‘Aubixse-Tatem eee aec 
» Akhbfre Sodagar — ine 
9 AYAIRGRY 1: 000 ken 
» A’ry4 Dharm Prak&sh .,.. 
» BhimSen... ..  ... 
» Bombay Samfchiar a 
» Broach Mitra... .,., 
9 Buddhi Prak4sh ote" eee 
» Cambay Gazette...  ... 
” ‘Chandra “e080 ‘een eee 


.o| Ven 


- 
ar 
7 


ie Isl4mpur 
veel WEOlA ove 
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Satara ... 
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Karad ,... 


Malvan 
Bombay 


Bijapur 


| Vengurla 
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...| Kolhapur 
.| Bombay 


Akalkot 
Bombay 
Wai sia... 


..| Sarwar... 
..| Satara ... 
A OGRE ass 


...| Baroda 

...| Bombay 
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‘iu Do. 
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...j surat ... 
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i ee 
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»-.| Surat ... 
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a Do. 
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ro ee 


Fortnightly 
Weekly ... 


Tri-weekly 


.oo| Weekly ... 
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134 The Din Mani eee 900 eee See Broach... ee@ °e0e Weekly 6e@ 8e6e 125 
135 ” Dnyén Sudha eee coe eer 200 Ahmedabad eee ace Monthly eee coe 200 
136 9 Dnyfa Vardhak ee6 eee eee see Bombay eee een Do. eee eee 450 
137 99 Fursad eee eee ‘eee 00 eee Do. eee see Do. eee coe 500 
188 | ,, Gap Sap ... oe vis 0. bik. BO; soe | Fortnightly ... 300 
ise | y &n i gees a eee ee | 500 
140 9 Hitechchhu eee soe ee Th Ahmedabad eee coe Weekly eee eee 200 
141 » ddm-e-Jamshed ... + oo oof Bombay ee sick SE, daa is 2,500 
142 » odangali... ee i ve ..-| Godhra ite wo) Weekly ... sa 225 
143 |! ,, Kachha Samachar ee ave »».| Bombay ae sie 0. 

144 | ,, Kaira Khetiwddi Patra... ... ...| Nadidd oO Gaara 830 
145 » Kaira Vartaman ... st 
146 »  Kathidwddno Himayati... ee .-.| Ahmedabad ... sabi ae age ins 400 
147 5 K&athidwar Krishi es ae ‘ea Do. ete .| tri-monthly ,., 200 
148 5 meenuawer Times... 9 nin ts .o.| RAjkot 1c ~~ eve Bi-weekly eC 450 
149 | ,, Kelavni ... ae oe =o | Baroda a ie a 800 
150 | ,, KhojaSamf&chér.., ...  «. «| Bombay a | ms 

: 151 9 Nure Elam . eee "ee ese eee Do. eee eee Monthly eee eee 300 
152 9» Nydyadarshak +  .« cs jo Ahmedabad ... ha, aa us 250 
153 | 5, Praja Mitra ves eee eee .».) Karachi ‘eg »-| Bi-weekly ‘tb 450 
oe ty ee i es eel es es 400 
155 » Rajyabhakt’ ... os «ws wea ee a a 1,200 
156 5» Samsher Bahadur bas ves «oo| Ahmedabad ... a a an 300 
157 » Naty’ Mitr& ... 5 se — oe| Bombay ae on. a ae 1,100 
158 9 Satyavakta eee eee eve eee Do. eee dee Fortnightly eee 500 
ee ee ee ee eee 800 
1) eee. lie ae a oe cin i oe 500 
161 » Surat Akhbér... ul “a soe] Surat ... vei .o.| Weekly ,.. eee 200 
162 as is es I ec ce es 250 
163 | ,, Udichya Hitechchhu Patri ...  ...| Ahmedabad ... ...| Monthly... ..,, 600 
164 » Vaishnava... sis eee ve ...| Bombay ini ...| Fortnightly _,.., 200 
— en lf. Cl Ce Oe ako A 150 
166 9» Vyapak  .. ae oe ‘ia -»»| Bombay — ok ee wil 600 


ANGLO-K4’/NARESE. 


167 | The Hubli Patra ine ve ks set SAUDE 0. “ui soot Weekly «oe ee o€ 


ENGLIsH, MARATHI AND KANARESE. 


‘969 | The Rerftek Patt’... 2. ws a Dhdewer ~~ wl Weekly ane cone 500 
169 ,, kdjahansa Fas és so a ee = ait ae Be sie 380 


KaA’NARESE, 


170 | The Chandrodaya as a es ..o| Dharwar a ...| Weekly ... ae 200 
171 | , Karnétak Vaibhav bee: wees o: eo Rae i os ae I, ogee a 300 
172 » AKarnadtak Vritt ... aoe see oeef DMEWEP as 
173 »  Lok& Bandhu _.., Kab a 1 ey a Son “Gaee -F 300 
174 »» Lok& Mitra se as one .-| Ranebennur .,., ae 2 a PO ae 100 
175 » Mayurpur Vaibhav... _—... ~—«y..| Navalgund ... 2. a ae 98 - 
176 | , Basie Raniini ls eck ove Gna ee oe), eee eee 215 
177 9 Satys Vritt eee eee ese eee Do. eee eee Do. eee eee 950 
178 ,, Subodh Chandrika ee ee es “a 
179 ,, Vidya Santan Patra... a: lok: ‘en ...| Weekly ... kal 


MARA'THI AND Ka’NARESE. 


180 |The Chandrika ia a a eee: ee weet Weekly 1. ave 100 
182 » Ssiddheshvar ic es eee col UO an oe ae oe 150 


ENGLISH AND HINDI. 


182 \The Pandit... oe a one ooo} POONA 5. ae ooo] Weekly ... ed 1,500 


HInpl. : 
183 |The Shri Venkateshvar Saméehér .., _...| Bombay see coe] Weekly ... He 6,000 


URDU. 
184 |The Aina-i-Hind Tamer meee me Te ie ep Monthly a ee 500 
185 » Alam Aphroz Bambai ... sae ciate 5 | Tri-monthly ... 300 
186 99 Azad Punch ece YY ee eve eos Do. eee see Weekly eee eee eos 
187 | ,, Undin Gasette co vee nee nent «DO, nee nen] | Oy vee wes 100 
188 ” Jah4numa... eee eee eee eee Do. eee eee Do. see wee eee 
189 ,, Justice of the Peace... coe ooo} DO. ies sl Ee oe és 
190 = Makbul-e-Aalum eee ain op cee Do, ane eee Do. cee et Dee 
191 9 Munsif-i-Deccan eee eee eee eee Ahmednagar eee eee Do. eee eee 80 
192 , Muslim Herald .. ....  .. | Bombay —=s sxe ows uy a ee 1,500 a 
193 Naydr-i-Islam eee eee eee eee Do. eee eee Wee ly ie 
194 Punch Eabétur .,, 1. eo «| DO. oe = Do. .«. 500 2s 


ee¢ eee coe Do. eee eee 


Safir... . see eee 
Sult4én-ul-Akhbé4r.., eee eee eee Do. eee eee 


Ne. | Names of Newspapers. | noe of Pribliention. | Edition, poles weed 


EnetisH, MaRA'THI AND GusaBa'TI. | 
197 | The Baroda Vatsal ... .,. .o = eee] Baroda oo 00a}: WU WENEE nm: o One 580 
En@uisH, Mara’tH!, GUJARATI . | 

AND KONKANI. 


198 | The Garibdncha Kaivaéri (Amicus Pauperum)| Bombay ..._ —s -«»| Fortnightly _—... 1,500 


MARA’?THI AND URDU. 


199 | The Gulbarga Saméchér ... -... «| Gulbarga... sue) Weekly wae 450 
ANGLO-SINDI. 
O00 1 Thelen cs ia a ee | | edd ind). es a 
201 99 Prabhat eee eee eee eee Pasties Do. eos Weekly eee eee 500 
SINDI. 3 | 
202 |The Khairkhah ... 1. os wee ~~ 3: a es 600 
203 99 Muin-ul-Isl4m eee eee see eee Do. eee a) Do, eee eee 200 
204 »,. sind Sudhar ‘ii ee ous cod - DO vee ee ae |. ee “is 6090 
ANGLO-PORTUGUESE. | | 
205 {QO Anglo-Lusitano ...  o. +. ee Bombay ioe eee] WOON acs we 1,000 
206 The oletim Indiano ee8 eee ees ee8 Do. eee eee Do. ese eee cee 
PORTUGUESE-KONKANI, | 
207 The Luso-Concanim ese eee eee eee Bombay eee “eee Weekly e6e eee 550 
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Notes.—A. The notices from the different N ewspapers have been collected in che Report under different heads 
which are printed in italics. 

B. The names of Newspapers are printed in the margin of the Report in italics, and the number of the News- 
paper in the above list is printed in brackets after the name. 


C, The system of spelling vernacular words followed by the Reporter is the same as that adopted in the 
Official Spelling List of the Bombay barnes, One peculiar feature of this system is that wnen the long (a Of 
er d) is the last letter of a word, the accent is left out, and the short a(S =u in gun) is, to prevent confusion, 
never placed at the end of a word, This rule has been strictly followed, except that when the short a appears to be 
absolutely necessary to complete the pronunciation of a word, asin Arunodaya or the well-known Mitra, it is printed 
with a mark over it to indicate that it is short, thus—-d. 


- D, The figures giving the circulation or number of copies published of each newspaper and periodical as 
furnished by the proprietor, are not guaranteed as accurate, and in some instances must _be regarded with caution, 
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‘Politics and the Public Administration, 


1, For a considerable time past we have been talking of the repressive me 
measures and the repressive spirit of our Provincial. - 
_ Alleged repressive policy and the Supreme Governments. The charge has been . 
me Oe India. preferred not only by what have been dubbed as 
Minton (17), 27th ‘ : : v 
Mar., Eng. cols, _ the ignorant and irresponsible critics of Government 
here, but in the House of Commons itself. Naturally 
enough, Lord George Hamilton did not like the attack and tried to show 
that nothing was farther from the mind of the Government than repression 
and coercion. In support of his argument Lord George contended that those 
who spoke of India in the House did not know the facts, being at the other end 
of the world, which is perhaps more true of himself than of those whom he 
pretended to instruct. His Lordship quoted Sir John Malcolm, and tried to 
insinuate that the India of to-day is the India of Malcolm’s time—an apparently 
quiet magazine of gunpowder. His Lordship talked of explosive materials in 
the shape of racial hatred and religious animosity, little caring to think that, 
whatever might be the cause or causes which brought them into being in days 
long past, the policy at present pursued—of setting by the ears one class or 
race against another—was in itself least. calculated to heal the wounds inflicted 
by centuries of strife and warfare. His Lordship ought to have known that 
his latest act, the appointment of Mr. White to become Advocate-General of 
Madras, was least effective in allaying the feeling of race hatred, with the 
creation of which he had the audacity to accuse Lord Ripon. The recognition 
of just rights and holding the balance of justice equally between all parties are 
the most essential things for a good administration, These were the conspicuous 
features of the administration of Lord Ripon and have been conspicuously absent 
since his time. It is therefore that we say that Government for some time 
past has been reactionary. Since Lord Ripon’s time our borders have known 
no peace. The expenditure has in consequence increased and been met by 
increased taxation. The just aspirations of educated Natives are thwarted. The 
generous resolution of the House of Commons to introduce simultaneous 
examinations in India for the Civil Service has been set aside. Changes have 
been made in the Provincial Service so as to prevent Natives rising by their 
_ability to posts to which they could aspire. During the late famine it is note- 
worthy that not a single suggestion of the public associations was adopted even 
ina modified form. During the plague a policy was adopted which spilled 
innocent blood in Poona and Bombay. Editors of vernacular newspapers were 
prosecuted for disseminating sedition, and though the law was found to be suffi- 
cient to satisfy the requirements of Government, it was attempted to be revised. 
If all this is not an index of the spirit of coercion and repression with which the 
Government of India was’ charged by Mr. Roberts, we really do not know what 
is. But a still more glaring instance of this spirit remains to be noticed. _ We 
allude to the incarceration of the Natu brothers. Every one knows the circum- 
stances under which the Sardars were deprived of their liberty without a legal 


trial. 
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2. Our readers will remember the cheerful assurance recently given by the 
Secretary of State that the outlook in India was 

Comments on the Financial go encouraging that she could safely dispense with 
Statenient for 1898-99. any pecuniary aid from the Imperial treasury. We 
Pies, adhitechchhu (49), 2nd + Sueht at the time this assurance was given that it 
sk ' must have been with the previous concurrence of 
the Government of India, and never expected that the Financial Statement would 
present a huge deficit of 5 krors for the year just closed. We are surprised at 
the cool indifference of our Finance Minister and the Secretary of State which 
makes them think lightly of a deficit of 5 krors, India is already burdened with 


ere is no hope of the financial prospécts of 
“say that we consider the latest Financial 
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Statement to be unsatisfactory. Its only redeeming feature was that. no new 
tax was proposed to be levied on the people. We pray to God that Lord Elgin 
and his Sonnelllon might be persuaded to demand a contribution to the expen- 
diture of the frontier wars from England. 


8. No rest should be given to’ Lord George Hamilton until the Natu 

} brothers are released and compensated for the misery 

Remarks on Lord George they have endured in consequence of the authorities 

Hamilton's recent statements hastily jumping to a conclusion, or until they are 

em regard tthe Natabrothers, Put on their trial. We take it there are few persons 

Champion (2), 8rd Apr. who credit that there is any real foundation for Lord 

; George’s latest explanation of the arrest of these men. 
They were, there can be no doubt, put in prison because the Government 
imagined they were privy to the murders of Mr, Rand and Lieutenant Ayerst, 
and Lord George is simply making bad matters worse by assertions which are 
itpat afterthoughts. If the Natus were not imprisoned for their rt 
-eomplicity in the ghastly Poona murders, why were detectives appointed after 
that crime to watch every movement of theirs, and why did Police officials—Mr. 
Kennedy and Mr, Brewin—cross-question them, before and after their imprison- 
ment, in reference to these assassinations? Moreover, is it not a fact that the 
description given by Mrs. Ayerst of the person who clung to her carriage on 
the fatal Jubilee night answered in some respects to the personal appearance of 
the younger Natu? And this being so, did not that influence the authorities to 
suspect the younger brother? Let us just, fora while, examine Lord George 
Hamilton’s latest explanation. He says the men were imprisoned for inter- 
fering with plague administration. There was no serious plague in Poona when 
‘they were arrested. ‘They, or rather the elder Natu, His Lordship further 
explains, sent-a threatening letter to a nurse. This is denied; and we are 
informed that the letter in question was never signed by either of the Natus, 
and, judging from. the answer given by His Excellency Lord Sandhurst at the 
Bombay Council the other day, the Government here have not examined into this 
allegation. The other part of the charge brought against the unfortunate Natus is 
easily disposed of, When Professor Gokhale made in England certain allegations 
about-some British soldiers in Poona, orders were issued by Lord Sandhurst for 
enquiry to be made. Letters in consequence were sent by Mr, Lamb to the 
leading Indian gentlemen of Poona, and the elder Natu, among others, received 
one. He, with others, having heard that a woman had been found dead near where 
some soldiers were stationed, thought perhaps that this might be the case that 
was in Professor Gokhale’s: mind when he made the statement that startled all 
England, and the elder Natu, because he was asked by Mr. Lamb to investigate 
the truth of Professor Gokhale’s charge, enquired into this particular case. 
Evidently, in the course of his investigation, he must have put some questions to 
a police peon—a natural and proper thing to do,—and, from what we hear, this 

is the only foundation for the statement that the Natu brothers attempted to 
corrupt a police sepoy. The continued imprisonment of the Natus is a scandal 
and a disgrace to the British raj. The points to be cleared up are these: (1) 
What were the grounds for believing that the-Natus were privy to the Poona 

murders? (2) Was there any plague in Poona when they were arrested? (3 
“What is the signature on the letter ‘purporting’ to be signed by them ? M3 
Who was the sepoy whom they attempted to corrupt? ‘These are all plain ques- 
tions and correct answers to them can easily be given in a Court of law. Until 
these questions are answered, the public will believe, and we think justly, 
that these unfortunate men are the victims of a most egregious blunder. How- 
- ever, there is a greater question, and we will endeavour to put it forward. Is 
_ the British raj in such a perilous condition that it is necessary, for its safety, 

that two obscure Poona Sardars should bekept in prison? $$ 2 

4. Last time, while commenting on Lord George Hamilton’s revised 
iieesta ba explanation as to’ the reasons which led to the deten- 
_Mahrdita (7), 3 Apr tion of the Natus, we said “it is impossible to be 
patient with statements ds well as the reasoning.’ That may be so, but some 


% 


gay our proposition was rather hasty,-and that is also partly true. Why, for 
 Tnstance, impossible, and what good does it do to lose our tem 
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or rather wliy should we feel any anger at all? Have not the British conquered 


us and have they not every right to dispose of our bodies as well as properties 
in any way they like? Do we not, in fact, all of us live by sufferance, as it 
were? Let us look atthe question in this way. The Natus were deported 
because the Bombay Government suspected them to be disloyal; it necessarily 
follows that Government _will release them as soon as it is convinced of their 
innocence. Butthere is another side to the question which is really serious, 
It will never be proper to abuse Lord Hamilton for putting forward some 
flimsy excuses to justify Natus’ detention; for, poor man, what could he 
do if he was not supplied with better ones? But it was certainly an 
‘unjust and unprecedented proceeding on his part to expose his subordinate 
authority—the Government of Bombay—at a time when it stood in the greatest 
need of his support. It is a settled and a very useful rule of British administra- 
tion in India that every high official must support and justify the action of his 
subordinate, even though the latter be utterly wrong... The prestige of officials 
has always been considered of far more value than anything else in the world. 
Lord George Hamilton, however, has departed from this sound policy in a most 
egregious manner. He has practically thrown the Bombay Government over- 
board and exposed it to all the attacks and ridicule of its critics. He has be- 
trayed Lord Sandhurst and his colleagues in order to save himself. The Secretary 
of State has thus put Lord Sandhurst in a false position, In reply to a question 
by the Honourable Mr. Parekh, His Excellency said that he did not make any 
enquiries whether the letter purporting to be signed by one of the Natus was 
y sent by them or what explanations they had to give about it, If this 
is s0, what are we to say of the Secretary of State, who sanctions a measure 
recommended by a local Government without even asking whether any enquiry 
was made into the truth of the allegations? May not the Bombay authorities 
be. now chuckling over their smartness in having wheedled the State Secretary 
into consenting without asking questions? or third parties like ourselves 
it is rather difficult to say what to wonder at most—the audacity of officials 
who resorted to deportation on the flimsiest grounds, or the blind confidence 
of Lord Hamilton who allowed himself to be hoaxed in this fashion. The 
only way out of the dilemma is, we think, for the Bombay Government to 
sabe a clean breast of the whole matter. They must have written a despatch 
to the Secretary of State giving full explanations of the extraordinary measures 
taken by them. Let them publish the despatch and thereby clear away all 
doubts in the public mind. It is now admitted that the evidence against the 
Natus is not such as would stand the test of truth in a Court of justice. Let us 
now see whether it at least meets the somewhat laxer test of public opinion. 
Let us know the name of the immortal nurse who has played the part of a 
heroine in this drama; for then the citizens of Poona might perhaps be able 
to judge how far she has suffered by the tricks of the Natus, and if so, might 
even take steps to compensate her for her great loss, It is also proper that the 
mystery about the Police Patel be cleared. | 


— §. The Statesman recommends a Commission of an “ impartial ’’ character 
ake ; to sift whether “there are. sufficient grounds for cdr: 
, Kaiter-e-Hind (114), 3rd sidering that the'release of the Natu brothers would 
pA ts eee endanger the public tranquillity.” No doubt that 
would be the most straightforward course to take. But, we suspect, the fact is 
that the Government has not even a tittle of substantial evidence to put before 
a Commigsion to justify its action. Were a Commission appointed, we fear 
the chances are that the Government would make itself ridiculous in the eyes 
of the entire world. _Wedo not think wé dare wrong in our surmise when we 
say that the Government is too conscious of itsown extreme weakness to do any- 
ay, of the kind; and we take it that before many months are over, it is bound 
to release the Sardars, whose arrest was purely owing to the panic-stricken, nay 
hysterical, condition to which it was reduced by the tragedy of June last. 


6. At the time of the arrest of the Natu brothers it was generally 3 thought — 


heats that they must have been involved in some danger 
- Kesari (54), Sth Apr. nolitical cometary and so no question was then raised 
about the wisdom of the step taken by the local Government.against the Natus. 
The Secretary of State has, however, let the cat out of the bag, and we 
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- find that the real grounds which led-to the incarceration of the two brothers 


were not of any deep political significance as originally supposed, but were 
merely of asilly and trumpery character, Lord George Hamilton has thus thrown 
Lord Sandhurst overboard by divulging the childish groundsin Parliament. His 
Excellency, in his turn, took his revenge upon the Secretary of State by stating, 


in reply to one of the interpellations of the Honourable Mr. Parekh, that no 


enquiry was made into the genuineness of the signature affixed to the menacing 
letter. The incident betrays the weakness of Lord Sandhurst’s intellect and the 
want of effective supervision on the part of Lord George Hamilton over the 
important acts of his lieutenants. 


7. The atrest of the Natu brothers led people to suppose that Government 
ae ek ae must have in their possession strong proofs against 
lujardts (208), ord Apr. —_ the Natus in {connection with the Poona tragedy, but, 
to the great surprise of the people, those surmises have proved altogether ground- 
less. ‘the reply recently. given by Lord George Hamilton in this connection 
shows that Government have not got the slightest proof of the complicity of 
these brothers in the murders of the Jubilee night, but that the actual grounds 
of the arrests were quite insignificant. Itiseven doubtful whether Government 
had these grounds in view at the time of the arrests. Truly speaking Govern- 
ment arrested the Natus in a state of panic and have now made themselves the 
laughing stock of the public. ; , 


8. Among the several questions asked by the members of Parliament to the 
| - Secretary of State for India, there was one put by 
- Lord George Hamilton and Mr, Herbert Roberts. The:.question itself was a very 


the. employment of soldiers 4 : ° 
on plague duty in Poona and simple one, Mr. Herbert Roberts simply asked 


Bombay. whether British soldiers had been employed in the 
~ Dnyan Prakdsh (3), 4th enforcement of the plague regulations in Bombay. 
Apr., Eng. cols, But the reply given by Lord George Hamilton was 


: - very peculiar. . It ran as follows: ‘‘A limited number 
of picked European soldiers have been employed on search parties in Bombay. 
This experiment had been tried with great success at Poona, and, so far as I am 
aware, had caused: no friction whatever.” A very remarkable reply, indeed | 
Did ‘the employment of soldiers at Poona cause no friction whatever? We 
wonder on what source of information Lord George Hamilton relied when 
he ventured to make this assertion, Did His Lordship refer to the plague 
operations carried on in Poona during March 1897? We cannot think even 
for a moment that he referred to these unfortunate times, when the experiment 
of employing soldiers was not only not a great success, but was a thorough 
failure. It caused very ‘great friction. if, however, Lord George Hamilton 
referred to the second visitation of the plague when he made the above state- 
ment, we must confess he had partial truth on his-side. We advisedly use 
the expression ‘partial truth,’ because we are not sure that even during 
Qolonel Creagh’s most popular rxegime people looked upon the soldiers as a 
blessing. Ninety-nine persons out of a hundred did not want them; but the 
law-abiding citizens of our city felt that they must not grumble, but meekly bend 
their heads before Government and help them in stamping out the plague. 
These law-abiding tendencies were at once seen by the noble-minded Colonel 
Creagh, and he readily found a way to turn them to advantage. His keen 
insight at once saw that what the people wanted was a little sympathy, and he 
nobly came forward with it. That was the secret of the success of the experi- 
- ment of ire ihe soldiers during the second visitation. It was the sympathetic 
attitude of Colonel Creagh and his coll 

friction and hence the smooth working 


all plague operations in Poona. 


. 
« 


bal 


9, . The Indu Prakdsh accuses some of the officers of Govérnment with 


3. of the local having sent false telegrims to the Secretary of State 


arged. with _. 
s ‘tel : 9 ® me : 
tary, of State.in of State is asked to disbelieve any rumour about un- 
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Creagh and his Foren be that removed all causes of possible 


in. connection with the recent riots in Bombay. The 
egiam Paper says that in one of the telegrams the Secretary. 
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tions were not. hig ons patenocs His Excellency and the leaders of the Native 
community in Bombay?in‘ connection with the general dissatisfaction in the city. 


10, It appears from the Daily Mail received here last week that Reuter’s 
Bombay agent despatched the following telegram in 


Bo ba i f ; , ° . ° . j » 
Bay Rie bad get gre: connection with the riots which took place in the town 


England by Reuter’s Bombay in the early part of March: “ It is supposed by the 
agent about the Muham- authorities that the riot was instigated for other than 
madan leaders being at the plague reasons, and to have been_prompted by influ- 


mas "5 Geftar tl 17), 8rd ential Muhammadans in other parts of the country. It 


‘Apr., Eng. cols. is understood that it was originally intended that there 


should be a rising against the Europeans to-morrow 
(March 11th) after the Muhammadans had left the Juma Musjid, when Europeans 
found in the streets were to have been murdered.”? This is, of course, a serious 
allegation to make against the leading members of the Muhammadan community, 
both in Bombay and upcountry, who will, no doubt, take prompt -measures to 
contradict the report which seems (to have found its way in almostallthe news- 
papers of Great Britain. We would advise our Muhammadan friends, in the first 
place, to call upon Reuter’s Bombay agent for an explanation in the matter, 
and if the latter revealed the names of his informants, which he is under the 
circumstances bound to do, legal action might at once be instituted against 
them. The terms of the telegram are an unmitigated libel upon the Muham- 
madan leaders, whether in Bombay or in other parts of the country, As far 
as the Muhammadan leaders of Bombay. are concerned, we can positively and 
without the least hesitation assert that their loyalty has never been questioned. 
Rioting in Bombay as well as in other places in India is generally resorted to by 


ar lowest of the low classes, the scum and the dregs of the various nation- 
alities. 


11, In alluding to Reuter’s telegram to the English papers to the effect 
Jém-e-Jamahed (141), 6th that several leading Muhammadans were suspected of 
pss cease having had a hand in the late Bombay riots, the Jdm-e- 
Se Jamshed observes:—It is apparent that the British 
public were unnecessarily misled about the leading Muhammadans of this city by 
such a random piece of information, and we are glad that the Honourable Mr. 
Fazalbhai Visram and other leading Muhammadans are taking steps to protest 
against the false information spread about the leaders of their community. 


12. They would seem to have been wise in their generation. who in 
Europe abolished all quarantines on land, and events 

Present quarantine system are proving that the Government of India were right 
considered ineffective _an¢ in withholding approval from the quarantines on the 
iu Seabed suey tok ae in-comers and out-goers which the Bombay Govern- 
Indian Spectator (4), 3rd ment has established and maintained as an important 
Apr. feature of their campaign against the plague. The 
fact is, quarantine, to be useful, must be thorough and 
strict, must admit of no exceptions, and must also be effective. You cannot 
make quarantine by land effective, especially when, as in our presidency, the 
epidemic to be fought with has spread far and wide. You cannot closely guard 
a thousand and one towns. Quarantine or no quarantine, people do run 
away, and many of those who run away are specially prone to carry the epi- 
demic with them. ‘This in itself increases the irritation of those who do not, 
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except such as are in their Bs gage a dirty, or are travelling in gangs, or 

are such as cannot be traced inthe places they go to. The resolution has 

ractically remained a dead letter. Later on came the speech of His Excel- 

ency tothe J. P.’s, in which was made the promise that men proceeding on 

business to other places would not be detained. But the manner in which the 

word * business’ is being interpreted takes away half the {grace from the con- 

cession granted by Lord Sandhurst. The world does not surely exist only for 

*‘ business ’’ in the narrow sense of the world, which confines it to pecuniary 

dealings of a more or less commercial nature. Going to spend leave elsewhere, 

going for a family ceremony, proceeding to see a dying relative or console a 

bereaved family is not “ business ’ proper for which Mr. DuBoulay will 

grant a pass. Too mercenary a view does this seem to us. Moreover, with 

so many exceptions it would seem that an abolition of quarantine against 

departures at least, except in the case of the apparently dirty and untraceable 

classes, would be the best procedure to adopt under the circumstances of the 

~ day. Ifthis be impossible, the word “ business ’’ should have as wide a mean- 
ing as possible. Over-scrutinizing in this connection does no good. 


13. We may once more endeavour to bring to the notice of the autho- 
rities the difficulty and trouble to which people 
wishing to go out of town are put. Nobody has 
ever questioned the goodness of the motives of Gov- 
ernment in the matter, but the detention of people even of sound health along 
with the sickly or quasi-sickly in detention camps. affords good ground for 
increased virulence of the disease. Detention in quarantine is a cause of 
creat irritation among the people. The long rows of people anxiously 
waiting for a pass at the hands of the local plague officers, and finally 
from the head plague authority, are a sight by themselves.. Even Native 
ladies, not accustomed to move about, perforce feel themselves compelled 
to goto the place of examination—a procedure that shocks their sense of 
modesty and good breeding. Moreover, the machinery used is all Euro- 
ean, so that access to them is not very easy. To facilitate this procedure 
the services of some of the Native ladies who have taken their degrees at the 
Grant Medical College should have been entertained, so that the irritation caused 
might be comparatively less. The arrangements made at these examination 
booths do not seem satisfactory, inasmuch as many a Native lady may be seen 
standing for hours together before the day’s examination is over, The ten days’ 
examination is sufficiently irritating, and often after this ten days’ period one finds 
to his utter disgust that he is refused a pass by the higher plague authority. 
Thus one finds himself tossed from pillar to post, and being unable to gratify his 
heartfelt desire to free himself from the clutches.of the plague, he naturally feels 
himself aggrieved at-his unnecessary,detention. Detention at segregation camps, 
therefore, should at once be abolished and a strict medical examination, as we 
say above, be substituted in its place. Then again, in the case of college and 
schooi students, this detention would be a great hardship. Having attended 
college or school continually for months, they must naturally be anxious during 
vacation toreturn to their country seats, and in their case at all events detention 
should be slackened. We should think the Principals of colleges and schools . 
should make a united representation to the plague authorities, requesting 
them to invest the said college or school authorities to issue passes to their 
students to leave Bombay, or on production of a certificate of sound health 
from the Principals the plague authorities might at once issue passes to such 
students as may be recommended. | 


14, The new arrangements regarding the grant of passes to people desirous 
ie ime chek aid of leaving Bombay do not seem to be giving satis- . 
Apr tng coln faction, Complaints are still rife about the endless 
Par _-vexation and delay which continue to be the lot of 
pass-seekers, and the sooner our representatives on the Grievances Committee 
look to it the better. ‘For one thing, a complete form requiring all the parti- 
cuilars should be printed and given to applicants to be filled up, instead of asking 


Native Opinion (17), 3rd 
Apr., Eng. cols. 
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high officers to look after the conveniences of the people is practically neutralised 
by leaving to the absolute discretion of such low-paid functionaries as police 
peons and clerks even the admission to the presence of the presiding officer, and 
the whole arrangement becomes in the eyes of the people little bettar than a 
farce. Our complainants, indeed, go so far asto say that the arrangement 
under which passes used to be granted by the Plague Committee was better than 
the present one. | 


15. The getting of passes is a matter of great inconvenience to the people 

Dapdncdaya (0), 2h Apr: of Bombay, and when all the inconvenience and 

Sie, sola. 1G OS OY APES trouble have been gone through, there is still no 

certainty that the passes will be respected at the 

places of destination, If passes are issued at all, there ought to be a Govern- 
ment order over the presidency to respect them. __ | : 


16. A correspondent writes :—I hasten to place before your readers, and 
the gods, particulars of a case which came under my 
Instances of difficulties en- observation to-day, and which will illustrate the 
a sd by people inob- vexatious and haphazard manner of working the qua- 
aining passes in Bombay, ° ° ; 
Champion (2), 3rd Apr. rantine regulations. A well-to-do Native gentleman 
named Shripat Jagannath, possessing property in Bom- 
bay, Thana, and his native village called Kachi, the nearest railway station 
to which is Bhilad on the B. B. & C. I. Railway line, sent a money-order to 
the Talati at Thana for the amount of the revenue assessment on his property at 
Thana. The money-order, owing to change of address or some other cause, 
was returned to the sender undelivered, and as Government dues must be paid 
by a certain date (in default of payment the poor rayat is mulcted in a heavy 
fine, which must be paid at once, or the property is sold to satisfy the claim), 
Shripat armed himself with a certificate from the Police Patel of the village and 
hastened to Thana to make enquiries about the non-delivery of the money-order, 
and also to pay in the Government dues, He did his business at Thana and 
returned to Bombay (for you have to pass through Bombay to reach Thana 
from the village above named), taking care at the same time to provide 
himself with a certificate from the Talati. This was on Saturday night, the 
19th instant. He left Bombay onthe next day. At Bandra he was examined 
by a European quarantine official, who, however, allowed him to take his seat in 
the train and to proceed on his journey, on his explaining to him his situa- 
tion and showing him the two certificates. At this moment another quarantine 
official, also a European, appeared on the scene, and notwithstanding the expos- 
tulations of Shripat and the explanations of the first official, he peremptorily 
ordered his men to niche khecho him (Shripat) and lekar jao to quarantine camp 
unless he chose to return to Bombay. ‘There being no other remedy, Shripat 
chose the latter alternative and returned to Bombay. The next day he applied 
to Mr. DuBoulay, I. C.8., atthe Town Hall for a pass, but without success. 
To-day he came to me and requested me to draft a memorial for him to Lord 
Sandhurst. I gladly helped him, and it remains to be seen what answer he 
gets from His Excellency. Meanwhile here in Bombay he is on tenter-hooks. 
He says he has left his wife and children at home at Kachi, without any male 
protector. 'The village being very close to the Portuguese frontier is very often 
raided by dacoits, and the poor fellow is very anxious for the safety of his family. 
Besides, the Talati of the village was due there to collect the Government dues, 
and if he was not ready to meet him with his portion his agricultural imple- 
ments and plough cattle will be attached. 


17, Here is a typical example of how the principles of relaxation of qua- 
¥ rantine rules for the sake of “business” actually 
aclndian Spectator (4), 3rd works in practice. A certain member of the higher 
os legal profession of Bombay, who has never had in his 
family, or his’ house, a single case of plague, had the misfortune of losing a 


female relative in the mofussil. His wife and aunt thought it important to 
pay a visit of condolence to the bereaved family, “The gentleman then went to 


p=! place and its neighbouring houses a clean bill of health. Mr. DuBoulay 


e would allow one of the two ladies to go, for, said he, he thought two were 


Mr. DuBoulay with a pass from the District Medical Officer, giving his family, 
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, 
not needed for the purpose, and that one ought to suffice, and asked the gentle: 


man to make his choice between his wife and aunt. This is any, indeed. But 
funnier still is the fact that when the same gentleman took with him another, 
who was better known to the certifying authority, and the two jointly explained 
matters, the necessary pass for both the ladies was given, This pass will exempt 
the ladies from detention:at Bandra, but there is the express condition that they 


must stay in quarantine for ten days at N— where they are going. 


18. Complaints are rife about attempts being made to detain corpses 
San : at the gate of the Sonapur cemetery on frivolous 
cme A fe aghon a aa pretexts, and a fresh complaint reached us yester- 
Sonapar (Bombay) cemetery, Gay thata dead body was detained there in spite of 
Vikshipta (99), 2nd Apr. the production of a medical certificate about the 
cause of death. We have asked the complainant to 
report the matter to Mr. DuBoulay.. The order about death certificates and 
the consequent delay which would have occurred in the disposal of dead bodies 
was the chief cause of the recent riots, and if the subordinates at the cemetery 
were still to persist in their attempts to create discontent as regards this very 
matter, the consequences would be disastrous, __ ) 


19. The Gurdkhi of the 3rd instant gives a more detailed account of the 
Gur ékhs same incident as follows :—One Mr. Dani is posted at 
nee Ute oat Bees the gate of the Sonapur cemetery. He abused the 
funeral party recklessly and refused to allow the corpse to be cremated, though 
Dr. Fereira’s certificate showing the cause of death was duly shown to him. 
The party were detained in all for some six or seven hours, and it is said that 
Mr. Dani asked them to pay him a bribe of Rs, 25. Though the corpse was 
really that of a plague-stricken person, the tenants of the house in which the 
case proved:fatal bribed Mr. DaCosta,the Inspector in charge of the plague search 
party, and obtained from him a false certificate to the effect that the man had 
died from the effects of a fall from a tramcar. Superintendent McDermott was 
good enough to make prompt and personal enquiries into the matter and the 
matter was also gone into by the Central Grievance Committee, and it was 
resolved to prosecute both Mr. Daniand Mr. DaCosta for asking an illegal 
ratification and giving a false certificate respectively. We praise Mr. Mc- 
ermott for the pains he took to enguire into the matter. Many com- 
plaints are heard about the persecution of the people at the hands of heartless 
employés of the Plague Committee, Mr. Dani himself, we hear, has harassed 
many a poor man in the past, and he will shortly have to pay the penalty for 
his accumulated wrong-doings. | 


20. On the 18th of February last a paragraph, under the marginal heading 
re | “The -effect of plague,’ appeared in this paper (vide 
Retractation by the Cham- weekly Report on Native Papers No. 8 of 1898, para- 
i be & | per upg con graph 23). We have, since the date of that paragraph, 
its previous Sie on The learnt that the husband of the unfortunate Khatiza is 
evil effects of plague.” +. not dead, and that all her troubles appear to have 
"Champion (2), 3rd Apr. arisen from the fact that he had cruelly abandoned 
SE a eet her. Under this circumstance, it only remains for us 
to say that the inference we drew from her fate was a wrong one, and we hasten 
to remove from the minds of our readers any impression that we may have made 
that Khatiza’s fate was due to plague or plague operations. 


21. It is well, writes a well-informed correspondent, that the Bom- 

- bay Medical. Union have had their correspondence 

Bombay Plague Committee with the Plague Committee published in the local 

a te he mement accorded press. It would seem that the’ Plague Committee 
nion. - : se ihe hold the Native medical profession in scant Yrespect 

Indian Spectator (4, 8rd ‘80 far as their opinion on current civic affairs and 

Apr. = ss plague measures is concerned. We, for one, cannot: 
eet aa understand why the Plague Committee were so very. 
hary of giving an audience to the representatives of the Bombay Native, 
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Fai from Wits, the da Committee seem to have given a broad hint to the 
Union that they thought their representations beneath notice, whether given 
orally or in writing. If the Plague Committee were really so busy as to be 
unable‘to reply to the communications of such important bodies for whole 
fortnights, then even at this late-hour they would do well to ask Government 
either to add to their number or to lessen their responsibility. Anyhow it 
would appear that the organization of the Plague Committee, on whose prompt- 
ness of action the well-being of our city so largely depends, needs to be more 
closely looked into. ‘T'he make up of the Plague Committee needs mending, 
unless Government find it necessary to end it altogether. 


"22. It is very range to _ a the terrific foe which has been 
. making such a havoc in our midst for the past three 
aeepagy dey eg oheet feat months seems to have spent a good tail of its 
Bombay from the Plague p 5 : 
Committee to the local muni- force, and now under the present conditions we can 
cipality, recommended. fairly expect a favourable result within a short period. 
‘ age —" (2), 8rd There is all the greater reason why the executive func- 
hlegirs. a trnt tions of the Plague Committee now should pass on to 
thelocal Municipality. ‘The Plague Committee may have rendered useful services, 
but so far as finances are concerned it has shown itself utterly unworthy of 
the confidence of the public. The special measures which have been put into 
operation for the suppression of the plague by the Plague Committee can as well 
be carried out by the Municipality. 


23. The Gwardti is glad that the rules regarding the control of the private 
plague hospitals have been temporarily suspended 
Remarks on the suspension by the Bombay Plague Committee, and wishes that 
some of the rules issued Government should refrain from enforcing these and 
y the Bombay Plague Com- ..__. . : 
mittee regarding the control similar rules in future. The paper fears that if the 
of private plague hospitals. rules had ‘been enforced they would have done more 
Gujardti (108), ird Apr. harm than good, as the people would have thereby 
| concealed plague cases and the plague mortality 
would: have greatly increased. 
24. The inhabitants of Poona are not only law-abiding, but grateful. In 
: spite of the excesses of the plague officials, they were 
People of Poona said tobe not driven into riot or lawlessness like the people of 
wai ener soak (49), Ou , Bombay or Sinnar. The people of Poona suffered 
Aor. ts*é<“—s~S:*é~S:*S~S”~S*é«Sch tthe hands of the employs of the Plague Com- 
mittee, but there was no plague riot in Poona. On the 
contrary, the people showed their gratitude to Colonel Creagh for the straight- 
forward and sympathetic manner in which he carried out the duties entrusted to 
him. We believe that Lord Sandhurst must by this time have been convinced 
in his mind (about the character of the Poona people) and feeling much regret (on 
their account). We only hope that officers of the type of Colonel Creagh should 
come to govern us and to draw out the desirable qualities which we possess. 


25, We are sorry to hear that four local cases of plague occurred here on 

: Thursday night in the Joria Bazar. The patients 
Recraudescence of plague at =~ were removed the following morning to the Muchi 
i (11), 8rd Apr. Miani Plague Hospital for treatment. It is necessary 
to watch the outbreak closely in its beginning and to 

take strict precautionary measures to stamp it out by restricting the area of 
infection ; and in this respect we are glad to observe that the authorities are 
quite alive to the gravity of the situation. Already a scare has set in; the 


College has been closed, and the Max Denso Hall is crowded with applicants 


miu _t 


eager to procure passes to get away by rail. 


26. The suspected plague case in Kardchi has created a deal of sensation 


; in our midst, and there are various stories afloat to 
Atieges ae acates — which one cannot very well deny credence. We have 
Plague Committee at Karachi not the least intention to impugn the motives of 
and the discontent caused Drs. McOloghry and Kaka, or to challenge the trust- 
thereby. worthiness of the verdict at which they have arrived. 


: a Ohpontere (©), 3rd Tt was but right that they should have taken prompt 
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steps to remove the patient to the hospital, and segre- | 


ened aieanlie caidas Wyssmedenes ta senna ae a i 
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gate the house he was living in, so that the contagion might not spread, They 
might have even been within their rights if they had burnt the things belongi: 

to the patient instead of removing them to the hospital for disinfection, We 
could have so far followed them and accorded them our cordial approval in 


_ spite of the problematic nature of the supposed plague case. When, however, . 


they, or rather the subordinates employed under the Plague Committee, make 
a general raid on the neighhourhood under the pettiest of petty excuses, and in 
a manner carry.sword and fire (keeping, of course, the sword in its scabbard, but 
making a more active use of the fire) to every house, when they peremptorily 
ask the inmates to come out and march to the hospital at once, there to be 
detained at their own sovereign pleasure,—when, in fact, an outrage is committed 
on our sense of the propriety of things,—that we are startled out of our apathy 
and feel ourselves disposed to take a more serious view of the affair. We do 
not write this in any carping spirit. Our worst enemies cannot charge us with 
having displayed any hostility towards the operations undertaken in Karachi 
with a view to arrest the progress of the plague. The desperate disease is no 
longer among us to warrant the adoption of a desperate remedy. We should 
not do things in a state of panic, which, howsoever justifiable they might 
have been if the enemy had really been at our gate, cannot be defended 
when we merely fancy that we hear the tramp of his footstep in the dis- 
tance. . Public comfort isa factor which ought to have its due weight in our 
eyes, and we may tell the authorities that the disregard of public comfort im- 
plied by their late proceedings has given rise to a good deal of public discon- 
tent. Since the above wasin type, alldoubt and uncertainty on the score 
have been completely set at rest, and an emphatic declaration made that as 
many as eight cases of plague have occurred in Kardchi. This changes the com- 
plexion of affairs, as much as it makes it binding on every loyal citizen to render 
the Plague Committee every assistance in his power, in order to enable it to tide 
over the crisis by which we are faced. We do not desire to retract anything we 
have said above, but we only want it to be borne in mind that it was written. at 
a time when the condition of affairs wore a much less serious aspect. 


27. Weare told that segregation has been imposed on the whole a. 

: | hood, that all the people living in the vicinity of the 
ee eee plague patient’s ica have” been related to the 
hospital, that bonfires were kept burning for days with their belongings for fuel, 
that a reign of terror, in short, has been introduced into our midst. Now we 
should like very much to know what is the meaning of. all this bother, and from 
what source if is emanating, Dr. Kaka cannot be acting on his own responsi- 
bility and the blessed Plague Committee is evidently at the bottom of the 
whole business. We do not exactly know the extent of the authority which 
the law has vested in the Plague Committee, but surely it cannot authorize the 
Committee to overlook all distinctions of meuwm and tuum. They cannot surely 
make free with other people’s belongings, as if they were their own, simply 


because somebody is suspected of having got the plague. We love mild phrases 


like Mr. Balfour, and we refrain from using strong language; but we confess 
our temper has never been so severely taxed. We think that under no circum- 
stances are the plague folk justified in turning people out of doors and setting 
their things on fire. Incendiarism is always bad, and there is no reason why it 
should be brought into requisition ‘because some medicos think that they have 
at last succeeded in nailing a genuine plague case to the mast. While on 
this subject, we may refer to the forced labour that was imposed on certain 
bullock cart-drivers, That was illegal without doubt, and the policemen who 
did the job ought to be hauled over the coals if the law must take its course. 
Surely, the Plague authorities do not mean to encourage roguery and budma- 
shism, We wish that the matter under discussion could be looked into. 


28. The Gujardti says that actual experience having shown that the 

| Europeans are as liable to be attacked by the plague 

_ Alleged invidious distinc. gs the Natives, it is mere igre to exempt the 
yoke Ren een former from quarantine while imposing it on the 
Gas tenslobions 4 latter. The paper does not, however, wish that the 
G@ujardti'(108), 8rd Apr. | Europeans should be strictly subjected to quarantine, 

sai ae but suggests that the quarantine regulations should 


ier 


be relaxed in the case of all cleanly dressed and respectable persons, whether 
Natives or Europeans. es ime 


29. A Kalydn correspondent writes to the Kesaré as follows :—The huts 
| ‘In the detention camp are 10 feet by 10, In sucha 
By sgeers of the occupants small space so many as 25 persons are accommodated 
Kaly a (Th aa camp at at times, The rations supplied to the poor are hardly 
Kesari (54), 5th Apr. adequate to satisfy the appetite of a healthy adult. 
yea The men are given two annas a day, while the women 
receive an anna and a half. A stout ghatt can hardly live on two annas a day. 
Many of the occupants of the camp are thus insufficiently fed, and it is likel} 
that a compulsory halt in an open space on insufficient food would induce illness 
sooner than under ordinary circumstances. Dr. Dadina, the Plague authority, 
recently suspected a plague case in a certain house at Kaly4n. On this suspicion 
he compelled the relatives of the girl to go to the segregation camp and also 
caused the other tenants to vacate the house and to go to the camp. In this 
other family a munj ceremony was about to take place in a day or two and so 
they were put to very great inconvenience. The girl whose illness caused 
all this bother is now said to be quite well. 


30. Prohibition of fairs and religious gatherings is one of the measures 
adopted by Government to check the spread of the — 

i Ros pore < th prohibi- plague. Such a prohibition is, no doubt, desirable on 

wale the Hatnagir principle, but it does not appear that the Government 

Chandrodaya (31), 31st Mar. Officers always exercise due discretion in enforcing it. 

: For instance, it is-not at all necessary to prohibit fairs 
held in small and airy places standing on high ground: Such a place is 
Parashuram in the Ratnégiri District and a fair was shortly to have been held 
there as usual. But it has been prohibited by the order of the District Magis- 
trate. Last year asimilar order was received just after the commencement of the 
fair, but it was cancelled owing to the prompt representations of the people. It 
is only the cleanly and respectable folks who attend such fairs. They congregate 
only for two or three days and the appearance which these fairs present is far 
less crowded than that of a thoroughfare in Bombay or Poona. It is therefore 
surprising that the fair should have been prohibited this year. 


31. Referring to the retractation published by the Vichdri of its comments 
on the shooting accident in the Thana District, the 
Apologies and retractations Kesari observes:—It is not difficult to guess the 


by editors as an alternative “s | . “4 
for Sate prosecations under 07 SD and source of this humble retractation. If 


Section 124 of the Indian Such retractations are meant to serve as convenient 


Penal Code. substitutes for State prosecutions under Section 124 
Kesar (54), Sth Apr. of the Indian Penal Code, we cannot but welcome the 


| arrangement as satisfactory. Both the Government 
and the editors will gain by it. The only drawback of it, however, is that the 
retractations and apologies being about minor and insignificant matters, an 
impression is likely to gain ground in the popular mind that the more serious 
charges brought by the newspapers against Government are acquiesced in by 
the latter, Apologies by editors will again become quite common and a matter © 
of mere etiquette. We suggest to our contemporaries that, in future, if they 
wish to make severe comments upon Government, they should by all means 
make them, but insert an apology for them in the same issue instead of publish- 
ing it in a subsequent issue. | 


32. A correspondent writes to the Bakul:—The calamities which have 
3 overtaken our presidency are, no doubt, overwhelming, - 
A plea in favour of the but this is exactly the time when we should be 
— of the Shivaji vigilantly awake toourduty. The time of the Shivaji 
— (26), 3rd Apr. anniversary is drawing near. The Shivaji festival 
3 has been much criticised of late by our enemies and 2 
detractors, who have sought to give it a political aspect and thus prejudiced . 
the minds of our rulers against us. But, fortunately, the mystery h . 
around the Poona murders has been completely cleared and the murders have - 
been shown to be the deed of a single individual and the motive for them has 
been proved ‘to be the oppression caused by the plague operations. The theory 


ydrys, 
Saki: 


es : 


of a (political) conspiracy has also collapsed. The Shivaji festival is thus 
robbed of all political aspect. It is needless to dwell on the desirability of. 
celebrating such anniversaries. They are intended to keep alive the spark of | 
such virtues as veracity, courage, &c. Even our rulers cannot wish that we 
should grow irreligious, untruthful and immoral. We ought, therefore, to 
eelebrate the approaching Shivaji anniversary in spite of our misfortunes. 


33. Mr. and Mrs. Kirkham carry the best wishes of their Indian friends 

He | in their retirement.. Of the lady, who has always 
Praise of Mr, Kirkham, been by the side of the Educational Inspector, ready 
ats nee ia ", to enter into his plans for the benefit of thousands 
“Palliat Ssckatin: (4), 3rq_ Of school-boys and school-girls, it is enough to say 
Apr. | that she has been for years the life and soul, at 
Poona, of the National Indian Association. Few 


Englishwomen have worked for their sisters in India more zealously. 


34, The hardships which the mill-hands in Bombay are put to on account 
: | _ of their wages being unduly kept in arrears can 
ules 0 te roeee of ts Lies . easily be conceived. In these days of plague no one 


hands in Bombay. is willing to give them money on credit and they do not 
a Din Bandhu (12), 26th get their wages for months together. It isthe business 
te of the officials appointed under ithe Factory Act to 


remove the grievances of the poor and helpless mill-hands. The Act was not 
intended to be a dead letter. The way in which its terms are allowed to be ignored 
makes us doubt the conscientiousness of the officers appointed under the Act, 
The proprietors of the mills are very wealthy persons, but not so the mill-hands. 
We write on this subject because we have heard a good deal about the highhanded- 
ness which prevails in many of the 1mills. ae 


35. A correspondent, writing to the Chikitsat, requests the District 
oy .__. Judge of Belgaum and the Bombay High Court to 
Pras, 1S ie wae a transfer the Subordinate Judge’s Court from Saun- 
Sampgaon Téluka owing to atti to Bailhongal or to direct the Subordinate 
the Subordinate Judge's Judge of the former téluka to hold his Court at the 
sey being located at Saun- Jatter place nye a stated period * the year “3 “9 
ei convenience of ‘the people of the Sampgaon Taluka, 
ae the latter find ‘it ti difficult hs to Saun- 


datti during the rainy season. 


36, Formerly; the Suberdinate Judge of Kotri during his tour used to hold 
| _,. Court at Jerruck for some time. This practice has 
Pc. etd me gpa now been discontinued to the great inconvenience of 
direct the Subordinate Judge parties and witnesses. Government revenue also suffers 
at Kotri to hold his Court at thereby, for the people do not find it profitable to go to 
Jerruck foratleastonemonth Kofri to file suits for petty causes. It. is said ithat of 
— Mea Sadher (204), 26th the cases tried by the Subordinate Judge of Kotri a 
a “oo fairly large number comes from Jerruck. We pray that 
. es the Judicial Commissioner in Sind will direct that the 
Subordinate Judge should hold his Court at Jerruck for at least one month in a 
year, 


Legislation. 


| 87. The third reading of the City Improvement Bill was passed y esterday, 
ntisies iin ese~édainndtant and it will soon have the effect of law. The debate 
"third reading of the City of . 0 the second reading last week was, indeed, a memor- 
Bombay Improvement Bill @ble one in the history of the Legislative Council of 
ae owe. Aagislative 
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to witness the give-and-take of the David and the Goliath of the Council. Of - 
course, as was expected, the Honourable Mr. Mehta had to sink on his knee a 
some half-a-dozen times in the matter of some of his most important amend- 
ments, though not without wresting from his-opponent a few crumbs for the 
Corporation, for whom he was making such~a desperate fight. When we 
remember the fact that it was, after all,an unequal fight, we cannot help congra- 
tulating Mr. Mehta that he came out of the ordeal with only a few bruises. 


88. It was a fine stand which Mr. Mehta made in the Council during the 

passing of the City Improvement Bill, and all of us 
have reason to feel proud of his success in inducing 
Government to accept numerous amendments of a 
substantial character, both in the Select Committee and at the second reading, 
and thus securing for usa much better Bill than it was as originally framed. 
The improvements that were made in the Bill at its second reading were: nume- 
rous and substantial—thanks to the perseverance and grasp of Mr. Mehta and 
the sweet reasonableness and conciliatory attitude of the Governor and Sir 
Charles Ollivant. The hardest fight raged, of course, round the bludgeon 
clauses. Very likely Mr. Mehta knew that as to these he was fighting a 
lost battle. But there is sense in out-arguing and solemnly protesting even 
when you know you cannot outvote, and the brave man who fights to the 
last, with one weapon now and with another then, does surely obtain not 
only all the glories of war, but also a peace on more favourable terms 
than would otherwise be the case. We must, however, be thankfulfor small 
mercies, and we are glad that Sir Charles Ollivant himself moved an amendment 
whereby the sums paid by the Corporation under the bludgeon clause “ shall 
constitute a charge on the property of the Board, prior to any division of profit,” 
This is something, and something is better than nothing. Leaving aside the 
rejected amendments, some of which could, we belicve, have been very easily 
accepted, such as that requiring an estimate of the cost to be included in the 
details of an improvement scheme when submitting it for the remarks of the 
Corporation, we believe it is a serious defect in the Bill that no provision is made I 
as regards the ultimate devolution of the property vested in the Board when it i: 
ceases to exist. Mr. Mehta proposed that the property should go to the Corpora- 
tion. Sir Charles Ollivant opposed the amendment, and said that it would be 
better to let things “ take their natural course,’’ If there is a “ natural course ” 
for these things to take, it would surely not have been unnatural to embody it 
in the Bill itself. 


89. The City Improvement Bill went through the last stage yesterday and > 
is now law. It is a distinct improvement upon the Bill 
as originally drafted. How far it will be found to be 

defective in its actual operation time alone will show. 
Though the Honourable Mr. Mehta’s ripe knowledge and experience of municipal 
affairs have left their permanent impress upon some of its important provisions, 
it cannot be said that it has been subjected to that many-sided criticism which 
the Bombay Municipal Bill received when on the legislative anvil. Though the 
Honourable Mr, Mehta did his best this week to bring all the resources of his 
trained intellect, debating capacity, and legal and municipal knowledge to bear 
upon the discussion, it did not come up to the standard of the debate on the 
Municipal Bill, partly owing to the silence of most of his official and non-official 
colleagues, The really serious part of the discussion was .confined to him and 
Sir Charles Ollivant. The resolve of the non-official members not to join in the 
debate and leave the field entirely to their leader was the highest. compliment 
they could have paid to his ability, judgment and sagacity, and those who have 
carefully read the proceedings must admit that the confidence they and the 
Corporation reposed in him has been once more abundantly justified. In this 
connection we must not omit to notice the conciliatory :attitude which Sir 
Charles Ollivant has, on the whole, shown through all the stages of the Bill, 
The Corporation having unwisely committed itself to the principle of the new 
legislation, it was no use re-opening that question, and the Honourable Mr. 
Mehta contented himself, on the introduction of the Bill, with indicating his 
views regarding the creation of an independent Trust, We have been from the 

- outset opposed to this central feature, and nothing that has since transpired has 
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20 
changed our conviction. We know that even if the Corporation had not hastil 
expressed itself in favour of the principle of the Bill, Government, with their 
overwhelming official majority to back them, would not have receded from their 
position. But all the same the Corporation cannot be said to have upheld the 
interests of progressive self-government by its enthusiastic support of the idea 


of constituting an independent Trust with an official majority onit. The 


wisest course under the circumstances was to try to improve the provisions of 
the Bill as far as possible. This function, it will be readily acknowledged on 
all hands, was most ably performed by the. Honourable Mr. Mehta. When 
Sir Charles Ollivant and his official colleagues insisted upon the retention of the 
clause making it incumbent upon the Commissioner to pay forthwith any sum 
in respect of which there has been a default on the part of the Board, and 
refused to accept the very reasonable amendment of the Honourable Mr, 
Mehta, they showed an attitude which we cannot but characterise as lamentably 
obstinate. It was one of the unfortunate instances in which'too much reliance 
was placed by the member in charge of the Bill upon the official majority at his 
back to the exclusion of the very cogent arguments addressed to the Council by 
Mr. Mehta in connection with his amendments. 


40, The City Improvement Bill, which finally passed yesterday, seems to 

. have undergone two capital processes of being chip- 

A agg a fe (114), 3rd bed and chopped—one in the Select Committee and 
Hg pits the other in the open Council at the second reading. 


Throughout it seems to have been in the hands of two competent smiths, albeit. 


that they have had each their own method of chipping and chopping. Under the 
circumstances it is not surprising that the Bill, after all, was passed yesterday 
with such slender modifications as the Honourable Mr. Mehta single-handedly 
was able to obtain against the official phalanx. No doubt Sir Charles Ollivant 
cheerfully gave way on minor points, but he was able to keep almost un- 
touched the more oppressive and objectionable sections, Weare not deceived 
by the platitudes which both parties exchanged at the conclusion of the proceed- 
ings. They are meaningless. Rose water and kisses do not kill poison, and the 
poison being there, however diluted and weakened, we for one must express our 
dissatisfaction at the Bill even as now passed. Mr. Mehta tried to do his best 
and no non-official citizen could have done even one-tenth of what he has been 
able to achieve. Bombay must express its grateful acknowledgments to him 
for the splendid service he tried to render to the best interests of the city. 


41. This favourite bantling of His Excellency Lord Sandhurst saw the light 
ee last Saturday. However much one may differ from 
i & : poy (19), some of its principles, it is impossible not to admire 
ii the excellent motives of His Excellency in standing 
sponsor to it. While we have nothing but admiration for His Excellency for 
having undertaken in right earnest the improvement of the city, we must record 
our protest against the way in which the Bul was passed through the Legisla- 
tive Council last week. The second reading of the Bill was, to our mind, a 
regular farce. The minority, who differed from the Government on some of the 
details, were helpless. The tone of Sir Charles Ollivant left no doubt that he 
was conscious that, with his official majority at his back, he was perfect master 
of the situation. Mr. Pherozshah Mehta, whose services on behalf of the Cor- 
poration can never be over-valued, ‘was completely at the mercy of Sir Charles 
Ollivant and was not able to pass a single amendment not accepted by his 
opponent. Mr. Pherozshah made an excellent stand when discussing the 
financial provisions of the Bill, but found it impossible to make head against the 
irresistible voting power of the Government party. Except as regards one pro- 
vision, for which Mr. Pherozshah had nine votes, and one or two others, he 
could not get for any of his innumerable amendments one vote more than seven. 
When is this impotency of the popular party to cease and when are our repre- 
sentative institutions to become really such ?P . ‘. 


42. Wedo not remember any legislative measure passed into law within 
prensa yee sos the short space of nine weeks like the City Improve- 
wat “°)» ment Bill; but it must be admitted that in 7 of 
; the unusual haste shown in passing the Bill, His 


Excellency Lord Sandhurst and the Honourable Sir Charles Ollivant afforded 
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every facility for discussion on the Bill and made several concessions. There 
are, however, some objectionable sections in the Bill, and although we cannot 
find fault with the Local Government, as they were helpless in the matter as 
mentioned by Sir Charles, we do not think that the Supreme Government would: 
have been offended in any way if the Local Government had protested against 
those sections in the interests of the public. We endorse the praises bestowed by 
His Excellency the Governor on different persons in connection with the passing 
of the Bill, but at the same time it ought to be mentioned that the new law owes 
= existence to Lord Sandhurst, who has permanently connected his name with 

e measure. | 


43, The City Improvement Bill has become law. The principal object 

Bombay Samachar (127) of the measure is to regenerate Bombay, but it must: 

iin” * (127); be remembered that it will solely depend upon the 

Municipal executive of the Corporation whether that 

much desired object is achieved. We hope the lesson taught by the plague will 
never be forgotten by the local Municipality. — 


Municipalites. 


44, Is the Karachi municipal machinery out of order? We put this 
question because we are told that in almost all the 
Alleged mismanagement of branches of the Kardéchi Municipality there is a screw 
meee at Karachi. Joose somewhere. Take, for instance, the collection of 
racht Chronicle (5), 3rd oe ‘ , ’ 
Apr. municipal dues by magisterial process) How many 
, irregularities have there been in that connection ? 
Then again in the refund department complaints have been loud and numerous 
_ by the merchants whose money has been locked up for no fault of theirs. Now 
let us turn our readers’ attention to the Sanitary Department. How often have 
complaints appeared in the local prints regarding the insanitary condition of the 
town and the Sadar, and the offhand manner in which the sweepers do their work ? 
But what right have we to expect the sweepers and other municipal employés 
to do their work efficiently when no proper supervision is exercised over them ? 
Mr. J. Strachan used to visit the town often and acquaint himself with the true 
‘state of affairs. Our present Secretary and Acting Engineer is being painted 
as a purdanishin lady by the public. Since he has assumed charge of his new 
Office he is said to have hardly visited the town once. But why should he bother 
himself when he finds that he is hand in glove with the Municipal Commission- 
ers who have endowed him with unlimited powers with a bounteous hand? 
There is confusion all round, and unless our worthy city fathers exert themself 
and recognize the responsibility of self-action as tothe things which should 
be done and as to the manner of doing them, we must give up all hope of 
improvement. We have never come across a man on the Municipal board who 
has refused to submit to party bonds. 


Native States. 


45. The Shri Saydji Vijaya, in giving an account of the plague operations 

| at Baroda and the prejudices of the people against them, 

A series of disastrous fires reports the occurrence of a series of disastrous fires 

in the health campserected Qyring the last week in the various health camps 

Beis reer bo | viene ei), erected outside the city of Baroda for sheltering the 
yaji Vijaya (19), 

2nd Apr. refugees from that plague-stricken city. The paper 

says that the estimated loss caused by the fires exceeds 

Rs. 30,000 and regrets that no adeqttate provision should have been made to 


guard against such a contingency, It adds, however, that the authorities are 


doing all they can for the relief of those whose huts and effects were destroyed. 


by fire. 
Intelligence extracted from the Press. 


46, A correspondent writes to the Véridhar :—There is really no plague at 
Hubli. The cases that did occur were of simple or remit 
Threatened penne disturb- tent fever, but the doctors thought otherwise! It 
ance at Hubli, a different has also been published in the papers that a riot was 


wee ays tie imminent at Hubli, but that it was . fortunately 
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The facts are the reverse of this. The local Muhammadans: objected to the 
examination of the corpses belonging to their community by persons not. profes- 
their faith. They resolved: to. hold a meeting and to adopt a memo- 
to Government embodying their viéws inthe matter. This simple resolve 
on the part of the local Muhammadans was construed into a conspiracy and: a 
determination to create a riot. The military were called out from fidence and 
the people were overawed for nothing ! reap a oh et 
47. The lamented death of Mr. Manekji Barjorji, editor and proprietor 
of the Bombay Samdchvr, on Wednesday last, is a 
_ Death of Mr. Manekji Bar- | distinct lossto the Vernacular press of this presidency. 
io editorofthe Bombay My, Manekji conducted his editorial duties consecu- 
Champion (2), 8rd Apr. tively for the last twenty-seven years with a zeal, 
. perseverance and ability which are greatly to be 
admired. He wrote without.fear or favour, and being a well-informed and 
enlightened person was able to impart a weight and respect to the paper which 
is seldom to be seen in the vernacular journals of the presidency. He was 
uniformly known for his great moderation and sobriety of judgment. This not 
a little enhanced the value of the Samdchdr. Altogether, that journal isa 


model of what a daily vernacular paper should be, and to us the untimely death 


of so able and so esteemed a person as Mr. Manekji is a matter of the deepest 
regret. [Several other papers of the week express similar sentiments. | 

: - B, V. JOSHI, 
Acting Reporter on the Native Press. 
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147 >» Kathidwar Krishi a is wae Do. ies ee Tri-monthly sue 200 
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150. »». Khoja Samachar .. as ‘ie ...| Bombay sch SEMEN. is Res oe 
151 » Nure Blam éee ss wad oil ae ins see} Monthly ... ‘is 300 
152 » Nydyadarshak «. i ive ».| Ahmedabad ... ...| Fortnightly vi 250 
153 » Praja Mitra ade re sue ...1 Kardichi a v.| Bi-weekly rs 450 
MA |) yy PRE ORME se es ee ed co sere ww 400 
oe eee Oe ee 1,200 
156 “ ae de Bah4dur ion. ol eee a — oe : 
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160 | ,, Stri Mitra a as A oe a eee a Se 506 
161 yj OOTUR BERT as as ioe | ere ved WOOUEEY kes ues 200 : 
162 i cee ae ee ee ss 250 
s 163 , Udichya Hitechchhu Patri ... ...) Ahmedabad ... | M onthly .. ae ge 606 
164 ee soo eel Oe 200 
166 | ,, Vishvadarshan ...0 2.0 see ssc MBIPA ee cit WOU ec ee 150 
166 5 VeERER x0 ai ‘ih ve -»-| Bombay " 2 ee um: = 
ANGLO-K4’NARESE. 
i67 | The Hubli Patra se eee on ee me Co EY ose nes 5€ 
ENGLISH, MARATHI AND KANARESE. 
168 | The Karndtak Patri ... ane es ...t Dhdérwar aia | Weekly ... ewe 500 
169 Rajahansa bia ee ae evel 20. ee ee | arene ea 386 
KA’NARESE. | 
170 | The Chandrodayé _... ee eave DRAwar ae ..| Weekly ... oe 260 
171 » Karnitak Vaibhav “es . oe Bijapur iia +: 2 a Oe 306 
77a 1 Be ee kc a eee RR ce aed De. tee te 600 
173 » Lok& Bandhv _... sis sas ee Se ao ie aes tee 306 ' 
174 | ,, Lok& Mitra be Va ea ..| R&nebennur. ... eof ae aes 100 
| ‘ 175 , Mayurpur Vaibhav ses = ...| Navalgund ... 5 a aa ne 98 | 
176 93 Rasik Ranjini ees ee eee eee Gadag . eo. Do. 289 eve 215 
177 | ,, Satya Vritt ee ee ae ee. ee ee 25¢@ 
78 |. Gabodkcbendes = ww.“ eB. Fortnightly oe 159 | 
179 ,, Vidya Santan Patra... oes oat De. fae _... Weekly .. = 40@ 
MaRA'THI AND Ka'NARESE. 
180 | The Chandrika ae ai a ...| Bagalkot ab of eee 100 
18) » siddheshvar Ae aan sas ek ee oe oo | ae eh: 156 
ENGLIsH AND Hinpl. | 
182 |The Pandit .. © .. oe cee ee a Sa Weekly: i“ 1,500 
Hinpt. 
183 } The Shri Venkateshvar Saméehar ... -oo| Bombay me | Weekly ... kes 6,000 
{ Unpv. | 
184 {The Aina-i-Hind rg oa éc ...| Bombay ~ ...| Monthly ... ie 508 : 
185 » Alam Aphroz Bambei TTS CEE coe ce ...{ Tri-monthly _...f 300 
186 | ,, AzadPunch .. «. «2 cof Do. sda: sash. WEED sae see soe 
187 9 India Gazette eee eee eee eee Do. coe ese Do. eee eee 100 
188 | 4 Jahanuma... sae eee ese ene Do. eee eee Do. eve ose} ee 
18) | ,, dJusticeofthe Peace «.. ww. | Do. wa “Ee TE ee se 
190 9 Makbul-e-Aalum “ . eee see Do. eee eee Do. e3 eee : 
: 191 », Munsif-i-Deccan ... ni a ...| Ahmednagar ... woof DO. ace mar 
192 j Muslim Heraid ...° ...  ... — -+s| Bombay ik ee ae 
. 193 ‘. Nay ér-i -Islam aan eee eco eee Do, see eos Weekly eee eee 
: . i 194 99 Pansh Eahétur eee see noe eee Do. eee ee Do. i ee 
ee) 195 9 Safir... voe eee eee eee Do. ese eve Do, eve eee " 
; Sultén-ul-Akhbér... | Do. Daily . | 
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198 | The Garibéncha Kaivéri (Amicus Pauperum) Bombay ‘ee ua Fortnightly a 1,500 


: MaRA’rHI AND URDU. , : | | r 


| 199 | The Gulbarga Saméchér ... _... .)Gulbarga ... —»..| Weekly .... | 450 


| y ANGLO-SINDI. 
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; 
: ANGLO-PORTUGUESE. } } 
: 205 |0 Anglo-Lusitano ... .. «.. see Bombay”. =| Weekly... =} 1,008 
i 206 hex oletim Indiano ... boo a ae ic a ok a ee ‘a 
j 
| PoORTUGUESE-KONKANI. | | 
| : Pe | | 
207 | The Luso-Concanim . ... eos ‘ix «|. Bombay nee woo] Weekly .. ood 550 a 


be Notes.—A. The notices from the different Newspapers have been collected in the Report under different heads 
oa ' which are printed in italics. : : 

: | B. The names of Newspapers are printed in the margin of the Report iy italics, and the number of the News - 
: paper in the above list is printed in brackets after the name, 


es ©. The system of spelling vernacular words followed by the Reporter is the same as that adopted in the 
4 Official Spelling List of the Bembay Presidency. One peculiar feature of this system is that wnen the long (a Bf 
eat er d) is the last letter of a word, the accent is left out, and the short a(H = wu in gun) is, to prevent confusion, 
ag never placed at the end of a word, This rule has been strictly followed, except that when the short a appears to be 
: _ absolutely. necessary to complete the pronunciation of a word, asin Arunodaya or the well-known Mitra, it is printed. 

with a mark over it to indicate that it is short, thus—-d, | : 


Dp. The figures giving the circulation or number of copies published of each newspaper and periodical i 
furnished by the proprietor, are not guaranteed as accurate, and in some instances must be regarded with caution, 


i? © 


- 


Se LETTE LE IIE NI OLE ILE IE 
ea"y eee ae agi 44 Re erm Rs pe icys » 
. ; x 
‘ ie er PP ince PREP ES 


7: 
Politics ana the Public Administration. 


1. Herbert Spencer and other evolutionists have iong familiarized us. 
Mt a lis with the notion that everything is progressing in this. 
Present policy of the Gov- world and that there is no regress, But, of late, the. 


ernment. in Jndia and the ; .. ° : ° , 
aliehied' Yeversion to bache- idea is becoming clear that everything in this world 


BE moves wavelike, that is, in asuccession of rise and fall, 
Indu Prakésh (15), 11th According to this doctrine, our progress from barbarism 
Apr., Eng. cols. to civilization in one direction must be followed by 


regress from civilization to barbarism in another 
direction. Thanks to the bungling of Lord George Hamilton, this doctrine has, 
'  . Ia Quite an unexpected manner, received exemplification and confirmation in 
(Indian) politics. Blood-thirstiness is admitted to be the characteristic of 
barbarism and it is claimed as a merit of modern civilization that there is 
always a loathing to spill blood. Civilized nations are expected to avoid war 
unless it is forced on them. It is also believed that burning houses and 
food stores are foreign tothe spirit of modern civilization. The aggressive 
warfare which has just been terminated beyond our. North-West border is 
remarkable for nothing so much as for infringing every one of the above 
rules of the moral code of civilized warfare. The war was not forced on us; we 
ourselves managed to bring it on. The houses of the half-civilized’ Afghan 
tribes were burnt and their stores of grain destroyed. Thousands of families 
were rendered homeless and foodless. ‘Uhis was not all. The questions in the 
House of Commons about Dumdum bullets have brought.to light another 
hase of barbarism. These bullets are believed to be more fatal than those 
hitherto’ used. This reversion to barbarism in war has also its parallel in the 
peaceful administration of the Empire. It was the highest boast of modern 
civilization that the doctrine of “might is right’? had been once for all 
knocked on the head. With the poor Natus yet in jail, who can deny that in 
this respect we have gone back to the barbarism of the olden days? ‘Then 
again, according to our notions of civilization, every citizen of « modern State 
must have perfect liberty to think, talk and do as he likes as long as he does not 
infringe the like right of others and respects the laws of eternal thorality. But 
now allthis has changed. The liberty of speech and action now depends 
entirely on the sweet will and pleasure of the fortunate few who have the 
good luck to be in power. ‘This cannot be denied by any one who has 
watched the recent legislation of the Government of India and has fully 
realized its consequences. Reversion to barbarism is not confined to these 
three points. It shows itself in many other ways. In proof of this, we have 
only to remind our readers of the spirit that was shown by some persons in 
authority during and after the trial of Mr. Tilak. Even the mention of the name 
of Tilak was considered to be an act of sedition and officials were persecuted for 
helping that unfortunate man to defend himself and men were looked upon with 
suspicion for not accepting the correctness of the decision in that case. We had 
a recent exhibition of the same spirit ina milder form in the Legislative 
Council when Sir James Westland abused his power of reply by insulting our 
respected representative, the Honourable Mr. Sayani. No doubt this march 
back to the ways of old, which, we have been taught to believe to be barbarous, 
is much to be regretted. 
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9. Ail discussions about the merits of a particular measure or the 
| wisdom of a particular line of policy are unimportant 
Alleged danger of British “compared with the grand issue whether the British 
saps eto in India being administration in India is to be conducted on Pighies 
aga — or Russian principles. If the former, then all sue 
sa sdeesletars toe al measures : the acank sedition law and the deporta- 
tion of the Natus, however necessary or justified by circumstances, are against 
the spirit of the administration and can be tolerated only on proof of the gravest 
emergency. If, however, it is once conceded that Anglo-Indian rulers are not 
to be hampered by the British ideas of liberty and justice, then no limit can be 
reasonably fixed for the extension of their autocratic power, except of course 
the natural limit of the people’s capacity to suffer and to submit. If there is 
one fact apparent even to the most casual observer in India, it is that no sane 
cox 88—3 | . | 
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‘man here wishes forthe substitution of the rulé of'Russia or of any other 
European power for British rule. And why so? It is because every in- 
telligent man believes that the ultimate salvation of India rests on her con- 
tinuing for a long time under the suzerainty of the British people. To ensure 
the safety of the empire and to leave the people a larger and larger share in the 
internal administration: is, however, the only policy which will ensure the 
continued attachment of the people to British power and reconcile them some- 
what to the galling yoke of foreign rule. The moment this policy is cast aside 
and the despotic policy of Russia is adopted as a model, the only reason 
for the British to remain in India vanishes. They may keep the people under 
subjection, but they will never gain their hearts, and a rule over people not 
actuated by feelings of loyalty is not much different from practical slavery. 
Englishmen have abolished slavery in the world, but they are just now doing 
things which tend to create a new kind of slavery in India, This is what 
Mr. Stead, in his article entitled ‘ Betrayal of British India to Russia,’ means 
when he says that Indian administration is just now in danger of being Russian- 
ized. Repression may do fora time, but can never be continue] long with 
impunity. It.is satisfactory to note that far-sighted Englishmen like Mr. Stead 
have begun to realize this and have opened their mouth at last. An evil genius 
seems to possess the present Anglo-Indian rulers, and it, therefore, behoves all 
independent Englishmen to do their utmost to exorcise it as soon as possible. 
A speedy return to the old policy of sympathy and trust can alone avert the 
catastrophe and ensure the permanency of British rule in India. 


3. ‘ Divide and rule’ is not the principle of the British Government, but of 
some selfish and wicked officers who want to set by the 
Comments on the alleged ears the different communities in India with a view to 


reconciliation between the ° ° ? 
Hindus ard the Muha. 200 them of all they possess. But this policy cannot 


medaia of Delhi. succeed long. It is bound to be exposed some day or 
R Vichéri (97), 4th Apr. other, and truth must prevail in the end. The demon- 
G strations of unity and mutual good-will made by the 


Hindus and Muhammadans of Delhi on the 24th ultimo furnish an illustration 
of the above proposition. -This reconciliation between the Hindus and Muham- 
_> miadans of Delhi makes us sanguine about the future prosperity of our country. 


4, The complaint that the Indian Budget is not lucid or systematic is 

not a new one; and, excellent accountant as Sir James 

Remarks on the Indian Westland has shown himself to be, he has made small 
a Statement . for improvement in this direction. We should very 
Indian Spectator (4), 10th much like some financial genius to take up the work 
hin of a thorough reform of the unintelligible and faulty 
system pursued in preparing Indian budgets, The 

fiction of treating a pound as equivalent of Rs. 10 and complicating accounts 
by providing for loss by exchange should be first done away with. Then the 
accounts of all commercial and quasi-commercial departments should be. 
separated from the accounts of the purely administrative departments of the 
State. We should next have a regular estimate of the ordinary revenue and 
the ordinary expenditure given separately. Under a system like this, we 
should have a clear statement of what real deficit or surplus is shown by 
a each year’s accounts, and we should also have a guarantee against subtle argu- 
* ments being used as to whether the country’s finances would be prosperous 
ae or not if there was no loss by exchange, or if, instead of famine and war, 
there had been war only, and we should also be saved from being told that 
even years which see large additions to the debts of the country-are years of 
-prosperity. The only way in which we can judge whether a country is finan- 
cially prospering is to see whether the ordinary expenditure has from year 
to year kept pace with the ordinary revenue. Famines in India are periodical 
occurrences, and cannot be, Government have told us, averted ‘by any ruling 


. agency, however perfect, that human ingenuity can devise. Jf£they are perio- 
dical and if they are sure to ovcur at short intervals in a country like India, 


: . , 


surely the cost.of meeting them should, when we take a review of large periods, 
‘be included in crdinary expenditure. There can be no justification for classing 
__ * them ‘with charges for national defences or wars, or works of permanent pro- 

ductive’ utility’ and it is only the latter of which the burden can’ properly be 
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distributed’ over posterity. If the expense of menting famines be added to the 
ordinary expenditure and the proceeds from all new taxes deducted from the’ 
expenditure, the tale of our past twenty years of finance would read very 
differently from how Sir James would have us read it. Government have 
themselves admitted that-the limit of taxation has been reached in India. If 
so, clearly the way in which we have “ more than paid our way”? during the 
last twenty years is not the way which we can follow in the future. If this 
is not financial decadence, we do not know what else it can be. | 


5. Sir James Westland thought it becoming of him to refer to the 
ek. a Me Md utterance of Mr. Sayani in a manner which, last 
on the Financial Statement.  “C°K, we described as scarcely gentlemanly. Before 
Champion (2), 10th Apr. | We allude to the speech itself, we should just like to 
say that it seems to us that the Viceroy, as President 
of the Council, displayed a singular lack of courage in not calling Sir James to © 
order. In few assemblages of responsible and respectable legislators would 
a member have been allowed to ‘indulge in such vituperative language as 
‘Sir James did. Smart writing and smart adjectives may be in their place 
in the columns of newspapers, but there is a place for everything, and 
smartness, such as we are alluding to, is not generally supposed to find 
a place in a Council which governs the largest part of the British empire, 
However, leaving that aspect of the question alone, we now find from 
the full report of Mr. Sayani’s speech as given in the columns of the 
Englishman of 29th ultimo, that Sir James’s attack on the honourable 
gentleman was utterly unprovoked and absolutely inexcusable. But we can. 
well understand Sir James’s indignaticn ; for Mr. Sayani was not sparing in his 
criticism of the financial utterances of that Minister, and the criticism was. 
‘not unjustifiable or ignorant. Mr. Sayani spoke with knowledge, and he de- | 
clined to place credence in the optimism of the infallible Sir James and 
pointed out how far it was unsupported by the actual financial position. The 
impatience and intolerance of Sir James at this criticism was tne real reason ofg 
that undignified explosion. But the matter should not be allowed to rest here. 
The attention of Parliament ought to be drawn to these choice amenities of 
Viceregal debate, in order that the English public may see how the’ 
-highest authorities in the country are intolerant of all legitimate criticism on 
their official measures. Parliament may then understand the real motive 
which led to the repressive legislation, the Sedition Act and the amended Penal. 
Code. 


6. The debate on the Budget in the Viceregal Council was this year more 

than usually interesting. It was at least lively. Sir 
A — Spectator (4), 10th James Westland made it so, by taking the Honour- 
gu able Mr. Sayanito task for having dared to give 
expression in the Council to such views as Sir James could not subscribe to. 
Sir James said that Mr. Sayani had mistaken his audience, and so had lost 
the cheers he would have elsewhere drawn. Loss of temper by the highest 
dignitaries is not, after all, a new thing, But we suppose Sir James does not 
mean to lay down the proposition that whilst you may, in the Council, freely 
express optimistic theories as to India’s prosperity with a view to get shabasks 
(i.e., applause) from a certain set of officials and from a certain class of the 
public, you must not contradict them nor put forth opposite theories in that 
sacred place. What would strike men most in the discussion on the Budget this 
year is the fact of many European members joining hands with the non- 
official Native members in unfavourably criticismg Government. 


7. The Hindi Punch gives a cartoon entitled “The Blood-sucking 
Cee ; - Vampire,” in which a Hindu lady is represented in 
A Biot Peed (131), 108: 5 sleeping posture and a vampire (named Perma- 
Si ‘nent Debt in England £12,30,00,000 and in India 
Rs. 1,12,00,00,000) is represented as hovering over her with its wings expanded. 
The editor quotes the following extract from an article in the Bombay Gazette 
below the cartoon :—Discharges of permanent debt are to be made to the amount — 
of £3,384,700, but as additions are proposed to the extent of six millions sterling, 
the increase of India’s liabilities‘will be £2,615,300 in England ‘and 3 krors 


‘ 
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: in India. This is sufficiently. heavy addition to a debt which amounts tO 123. 
_ millions pounds sterling in England, and nearly 112 krors in India, exclusive of: 
Savings Bank balances amounting to. 103 krors. | 


8. Several names, such as those of Lord Balfour of Burleigh, Earl of 
‘+ ‘Warwick, Lord Cromer, and others are mentioned in 
Request to the Ministry as gonnection with the succession to the Indian Vice- 
ys ata ots miata of - royalty after the expiry of Lord Elgin’s term of office. 
e next Viceroy. ‘gues Wi ; "ee ‘ ‘ 
Jéim-e-Jamshed (141), 12th ith a Conservative Ministry in power there is not 
much hope of a good selection, and it is even likely 
that they might send out Lord George Hamilton as 
our next Viceroy. If we would be allowed to beg a boon from the Conserva- 
tive party, we would humbly pray to them that they should appoint Lord 
Cromer as our next Viceroy, as he is likely to put the troubled finances of the 


eountry on a stable basis. : ; 


Apr. 
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9. There can be no doubt that the old Haileybury Civilian was quite a 
= different being from the latter-day Competition-walla. _ 
Remarks onthe past and He lived more in the midst of villages and mixed > 
rma tga race of Civilians more freely with the people than the present Civilian, 
Shri Saydji Vijaya (19), Whoshuns the contact of the black Indian and delights 
%h Apr., Eng. cols. to encamp in out-of-the-way haunts. We do not 
mean to enter here upon a discussion of so debatable a 
question as the merits or demerits of the systems of selection and competition. 
Each has its advantages and disadvantages. All that we mean to express is 
that, with the competitive system, a new class of men found entrance into the 
Civil Service of India. These have no associations or traditions to connect them 
with the country or to guide them in their intercourse with the people: 
They look down upon the people round about them as creatures of; a lower 
order, not to be associated with by such superior beings as themselves. The 
idea ever present in their mind is that they have come out ‘to rule,’ and 
Seing employed on ‘ Her Majesty’s Service’ they need look to nothing beyond 
official routine. The exclusiveness thus brought about is further aided by 
facilities afforded by improved means of locomotion and more favourable fur- 
lough rules, under which they can afford to return home and join their friends 
at any moment, Thus the present Civilian has not that touch with the people - 
which his predecessor had, and has thus necessarily lost also the sympathy the 
latter felt for them. | 


10. The Congress press is in full cry after Reuter for having telegraphed 
~ home to say that the excitement consequent upon the 
Liberty of the Native press passing of the Sedition Act hasentirely died’out. We 
not really Ps = gg by the are told that Reuter has been guilty of misrepresenta- 
gg: Fone wor oo (5), 10th tion and that the excitement is still as keen as ever. 
Apr. If it is, the keenness must be imperceptible to mortal 
eyes, for after the usual din and turmoil indicative of 
the unpopularity of the Act, we do not now-a-days hear so much as a faint 
echo of the clatter. Some papers are, no doubt, still pegging away at it, but 
only when they find themselves hard-pressed for‘ copy.’ For the rest the thunders 
have ceased to boom and the atmosphere has resumed its wonted calm. . This 
would not have surely been the case if the press had really been gagged and 
freedom of speech become a thing of the past. If our friends still persist in 
thinking that a gag has been placed in their mouth, they have not ceased to 
make a free use of their grip—we mean in the way of writing, and the Indian 
press has retained its independence in all its integrity. 


11. Ever since Lord George Hamilton gave the public some inkling of the 

: evidence against the Natu brothers, we have been 

Remarks in connection with making enquiries into the matter, and although we are 

= Serta ok : — the Natn much handicapped in our investigations we have man- 

“Ohanpote (2), 1Dth Apr. _ aged to get together some information, a little of which 

yy we published last week and more of which we shall 

* publish now. Last week we spoke ofa sepoy; this was a mistake—it was a 
Patil we meant. _We believe Lord ‘George Hamilton spoke in the House ofa . 
sepoy ;.the Times of, India, who evidently knows better than Lord George, wrote — 


oe au! 
some while ago of a Patil. It is not impossible that the Times of India has fuller. 
and more precise information. But, in a way, the word Patil gives usa clue. If it. 
had been a sepoy, then we could have searched in Poona for the verson who had 
been “ corrupted,’’ but as it is a Patil and there are no Patils in Poona, the ques- 
tion is how and where we can trace a Police Patil in or near that city or look 
for the individual in question. One of the nearest places to Poona is Parvati, a 
village two miles from-Poona, About April 1897, a tale went about that the 
corpse of a, low-caste woman was found under one of the arches of a drain on the 
Singhar Road, about a hundred yards froma soldiers’ camp. This alleged discovery 
led to all sorts of wild stories in Poona, some of which were brought to us, 
and these stories were to the effect that the woman had been outraged. There 
was not a particle of evidence to support the theory of outrage, and we, at the 
time, told our informants that they were wrong in their beliefs. Be that, how- 
ever, as it may, some, perhaps many, of the Poona people thought this woman 
was the victim of an outrage, When Professor Gokhale’s statement was 
published, and Mr. Lamb asked, as we said last week, the leading citizens to 
make enquiries, many remembered the corpse on the Singhar Road. We 
remembered it too, and recognised at once the awful mistake that Mr. 
Gokhale had made.. However, the elder Natu,: knowing of the episode of the 
dead woman, and having been generally requested to make enquiries, thought 
that he might try and find out the truth or otherwise of this case, as that might 
be the one Professor Gokhale had in his mind. Moreover, ashe was a managing 
trustee of the Parvati temple, we suppose it seemed to him a natural thing 
that he was the proper person to make the investigation, as the woman had 
been found in the vicinity of the temple. In the course of this investigation 
he would naturally make enquiries of the Patil of the village, which we are told 
he did. He naturally went tc the Patil of the village and asked him about 
the dead woman. Can this be the Patil, or sepoy, we wonder, referred to by 
Lord George Hamilton when he said tnat the elder Natu had attempted to 
corrupt a policeman? Now, we know absolutely nothing of what passed 
between Mr. Natu and this Patil. No one knows but the parties concerned, 
but surely, before putting Mr. Natu in prison some chance should have been 
given him of cross-examining the Patil whom he is alleged to have corrupted, 
or rather to have attempted to corrupt. Is it not possible, we ask, knowing 
human nature—especially Indian human nature— as we do, that this incident 
may have been so twisted as to have misled the authorities? So much for the 
information we have.gathered about the Patil; now let us see how much we 
can conjecture about the nurse. The presumption is that she is a midwife. In 
fact, if we remember correctly, Lord George stated in the House that that was 
her occupation. Now, is there in Poona any lady answering to that description 
who has had anything to do with any or both of the NatusP Weare informed 
that a few years ago a lady—a midwife by profession—was a tenant in a 
house belonging to the Natus. This.lady and the elder Natu had a dispute 
about rent, so we are told, and he filed an action against her for some money— 
nearly two hundred rupees. The evidence of the lady and her husband was 
that the money had been paid, but the Court thought differently and she was 
ordered to pay Rs.15 per month. In addition to this private quarrel or dispute, 
the elder Natu on one occasion is said ‘to have met this lady, while he was 
working as a volunteer in a search party, and words passed between them about 
some plague matters. Possibly the altercation was an angry one, because, as — 
can easily be imagined, their relations were‘not of the most. amiable character. 
Can this, we wonder again, be the nurse referred toin Lord George Hamilton’s 
reply ? Our object in placing this information before-the public, and we may 
add, especially before the Government, is to induce a full enquiry into the matter. 
Let the evidence which has cast these men into prison be produced, let it be 
tested, and then we shall be able to. form an accurate opinion of its value. At 
present, looked at from every side, it certainly appears to us that these unfortu- 
nz.te men are the victims of a most egregious blunder. 


12. he more one thinks of the Natu brothers’ detention, the more grieved 

FO yeaa he becomes not only for them, but also for the moral 
- ence ti (208), 10th Apr, a restige and reputation which the British Government — 
<a have so long deservedly enjoyed. The internal peace 
cox 88—4 | 
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12 
of the country was never in danger at the time they were deported, nor is it in 
the remotest danger now, and we would feel ashamed of any one. if he declared 
before the world that their continuance in iail is necessary in the interests of 
internal security. From the very outset Lord Sandhurst’s policy with reference 


‘to Poona has pained us. What part he had in initiating that lamentable policy 


must for long remain a painful mystery. But His Lordship was either a party 
toit or not. If he was, we are deeply sorry for hith, and can only remind 
him of what Mr. Gladstone did under like circumstances. The latter candidly 
recognised his mistake and rectified it without delay. If he was not a party, or 
is not so now, and yet if the Natus are to remain in confinement, all that we 
can say is that we sympathise with His Excellency for having to continue in a 
position in which he cannot give effect to the dictates of his conscience as a 
righteous statesman. . His Excellency will never know what is being said in 
every Indian household about the arrest and detention of the Natus. But we 
are echoing the universal conviction when we say that the time has come for 
restoring them to the bosom of their family without further delay. as 


13. After the incarceration of the Natu brothers, the Government tried 
Lee to bring various charges against them in the hope 
ee ae on of these at gat would hold good, but. 
without success. In the estimation of the public the Sardar brothers are 
innocent. We pity Lord George Hamilton for being obliged to withdraw 
the false and uncharitable allegations he brought against the Natus in Parlia- 
ment. ‘The series of evasive replies which were elicited in Parliament by 
various inquisitive members’ show unmistakably the real grounds of the 
imprisonment of the Natus and point to the conditions which must- be fulfilled 
before their reléase, | 


_ 14, The Natu brothers have been rotting in: jail for the past seven 
,, months. They repeatedly prayed to the Bombay 
i Prakash (15), ¢th Government to permit them to see their legal adviser 
or to bring them to trial. Both the prayers were 
refused and nothing has been done as yet either to set them at liberty or to 
place them upon their trial. When will this injustice and oppression come to 
anend? While replying to a question in Parliament, Lord George Hamilton 
said that the Natu brothers could not. be tried publicly because there was no 
sufficient evidence against them. Even a cat in the house is not charged with 
an offence in the absence of evidence. Isit not then sheer injustice and op-. 
pression to keep well-born gentlemen in lifelong custody without an iota 
of evidence? We request Government to candidly acknowledge their mistake 
and release the Natu brothers. Lord George Hamilton has publicly admitted 
that he has no evidence against the Natus, If in spite of such a confession the 
Natus are kept any longer in custody, every lover of truth will have to say that 
Government have themselves begun to make a farce of justice. | 


15. By their hasty action in arresting the. Natus the Bombay Government; 

- Khéndesh Vaibhiw (86) have placed themselves in a very awkward position. 

Sth Apr. ' It will be really graceful and generous on the part of 

1 ; Government to acknowledge their mistake candidly 

and to liberate the Natus. It is easy to see the reason why Government did 

not allow the Natus to see their legal adviser. Of what use is the advise of a 
lawyer where evidence is boycotted and no judicial trial is to be held ? 


16, ‘The local Government might have had good grounds for arresting the Natu 
brothers in September last, but subsequent events have 
Remarks on the reply of shown that Government were ill-advised in declinin 


pe ee ete: = to grant the request made by these brothers. How 


Srethors, ) long are they to be kept in jail and who is to answer 
Akhbdr-c-Soda@gar (123), if unfortunately some mishap befalls them in jail ?P 
¥oth Apr. - _ English law is not so cruel as to oppress any one 


oe ee : | unnecessarily. By keeping such insignificant persons 
as tlie Natu brothers in jail Government have only lent them an undue 
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,, 1%. ~The Indu Prakash, in the course of a lengthy article, institutes a coms. 
3 _... | parison between the trials of Tilak and M, Zola, and — 
Comparison between the deduces the following moralfrom the comparison:—The 
py eas on Ae (16) “Lith murder of Mr, Rand created a commotion in the ruling 
Ape. "~~ Anglo-Indian community, and the Government, being 
-urged on by them, commenced the persecution of 

Mr. Tilak, who was finally convicted by Mr. Justice Strachey. A similar thing 
happened in France. The ruling military party in France was incensed because 
M. Zola took up the side of the Dreyfus. The world has pronounced both Mr. Tilak 
and M. Zola to be completely innocent. Both of them emphatically proclaimed 
their innocence in spite of their conviction. But the final result in Mr. Tilak’s 
case was different from that of M. Zola’s. Mr, Tilak is in jail, while M. Zola 
is out of it. M. Zola succeeded in his appeal, because the tribunal which 
considered that appeal was constituted differently from the tribunal which 
considered the appeal of Mr. Tilak. The decision in the Tilak appeal: was 
finally given by a member of the Cabinet, who must have sanctioned the 
prosecution when the matter was first brought up before that body. In fact, 
the prosecutor turned Judge in disposing of the Tilak appeal, whereas M: 
Zola’s appeal lay before his own countrynien, who fearlessly gave him pure and 
untarnished justice; but, unfortunately for us, similar independence and moral 
courage were not to be found in the Judges who heard Mr, Tilak’s appeal in 
England and hence the result of the appeal was unfavourable to Mr. Tilak. But 
of one thing there is no doubt : Mr. Tilak’s fame will be as immortal as M. Zola’s 


18. The Jém-e-Jamshed refers to the question put in the House of Com- 


Remarks on the reply given 
by the a of State for 
India in the House of Com- 
mons. in connection with the 
Piper case. 

Jém-e-Jamshed (141), 13th 
Apr. 


‘mons in connection with the Piper case and the reply 
given thereto by the Secretary of State for India, 
and wishes to know whether any steps have been taken. 
departmentally by the. military authorities against 
Gunner Piper for his breach of military discipline with 
a view to prevent such occurrences in future.  It-is 
all very well, says the paper, to encourage shooting in 


the army, but then the tendency of Tommy Atkins to annoy and molest poor 
villagers while he is on his shz/:ar excursions is certainly to be deprecated and dis- 


couraged, 


19. The Jdém-c-Jamshed cannot understand why the introduction of the 


Delay caused in placing 
the local Provincial Budget 
before the Legislative Council 
and a request to His Excel- 
lency Lord Sandhurst in the 
matter, 

Jam-e-Jamshed (141), 12th 
Apr 


Provincial Budget in the local Legislative Council 
should be delayed till three or more months after 
the commencement of the official year, when tlie 
Imperial Budget and the budgets of the other pro- 
vinces are presented much earlier. The paper 
desires that the Provincial Budget should be intro- 
duced and discussed in the local Council before the 
migration of the Government to the hills for the hot 


season, and requests some non-official member of the Council to raise an inter- 
pellation on the subject in the Council with a view to elicit some explanation 
from His Excellency the Governor. | 


20. Lord George Hamilton will probably be remembered best in history 


The Secretary of State for 
India and his information 
regarding the state of affairs 
in Bombay preceding the 
recent Bombay riots. 

’ Mahratta (7), 10th Apr. 


for his cool audacity as a minister. Our readers 
are already aware how, on the day preceding the 
Bombay riots, he read to the House of Commons a 
telegram from Bombay that the ramours of Muham- 
madan unrest in the city were unfounded.. On Mon- 
day following, in replying to. a searching question 
from Mr. Herbert Roberts, he stated: “A limited 


number of picked European soldiers have been. employed on search parties at 
Bombay. ‘This experiment had been tried with great success at Poona, and, so 
far as 1 am aware, had caused no friction whatever.” Surely we required a 
Secretary of State five thousand miles away from the scene to tell us that 
the employment of soldiers in Poona had proved a great success and that - no 
‘friction was caused in Bombay! If the complaints ofthe people, the murders 
of two British officers, the consequent panic of the officials, the press prosecutions 
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14 | 
and the enactment of press laws—if these are signs of success, then certainly the 
employment of soldiers in Poona was a great success. , Again, if there was no 
friction in Bombay, what was the cause of the riots and the strike? We do not 
know who is to blame in such matters—the Secretary of State or his informants 
out here. We might pertinently ask, if Lord George Hamilton is paida hand- 
some salary, why should he be so negligent in his duties ? 


21. Before the occurrence of the recent Muhammadan riot in Bombay, the 
cas bueus Vie ek Government had cabled to the Secretary of State for 
dine, thie pce webb. India that “in case of rumours of serious unrest 
G25 oe amongst Muhammadans at Bombay, they are untrue,”’ 
This was sent by the Governor of Bombay himself and made public by Lord 
George Hamilton in the House of Commons. It is quite evident that the 
telegram was sent with the sole purpose of giving a lie to what had appeared in 
the local papers regarding the plague measures and the consequent “serious 
unrest ’’. created in the minds of the people. ‘That the telegram sent by 
Lord Sandhurst was absolutely ‘‘untrue,’’. nobody who has any acquaintance 
with the general public of the city of..Bombay will deny, but its untruth- 
fulness was more vividly demonstrated by the actual conflagration in the 
Muhammadan community. : | 


22. The Bombay riots have really done one important service to the 
, dhed Bectiit. Views O88 country, They have directed the attention of the 
Sth Ape. i a a C'S) British Parliament, and, we trust, of the British public 
ss likewise, to the state of things prevailing out here. 
Mr. Herbert Roberts questioned Lord George Hamilton in Parliament with 
reference to the employment of the British soldiers on plague operations in 
Bombay. In admitting the fact the Secretary of State for India observes: “ This 
experiment had been tried in Poona, and, so far as I am aware, had caused no 
friction whatever,.”” The audacity of the statement is indeed remarkable, and 
shows that even high personages do not hesitate to pervert or distort truth to 
suit their object. The public cannot, however, be duped by such attempts to 
delude them. . 


23. The Bombay riots and the strike have confirmed the truth of the 
irite saying that unsympathetic and oppressive rule 

Merits and demerits of the can never be long continued with impunity. Com- 
pias st aR bes onetien pulsory segregation of the sick and the healthy, 
Foikeasy. * aecompanied by disinfection and complete cleansing 
Mahrdtta (7), 10th Apr. | Of the affected area, is the keystone of the Government 
plan to combat the plague. The surest and the best 

method of arresting the progress of plague, recommended by both Western and 
Eastern writers of scientific fame, is the temporary abandonment of the infected 
area. Plague at Belgaum, Satara, Sholapur and Nagar was brought under con- 
trol by the temporary evacuation of the infected places. This practically proves 
that the method of abandonment has greater advantages over the method of 
compulsory segregation. The more minutely we examine the merits and 
demerits of both the systems, the more the excellence of the former : presents 
itself to our minds. People have no faith in segregation, whereas they have 
some faith in temporary evacuation. Add to this the insult conveyed by the 
employment of British soldiers in search parties. In short, house-to-house 
search by soldiers means total indifference to their social and religious usages. 
The method of temporary evacuation of:infected areas does not possess these 


-~ drawbacks. The success of this method solely depends on the quantity and 


quality of the assistance in money and police protection which Government 
ean give to the people. Provide the poor with comfortable huts outside the 
city, allow the rich every facility for the protection of their property, spend | 
money like water (to use 2 Marathi phrase) in relieving the distress of the sick 

and the needy, convince the people that the one-object of your plague policy 
is to alleviate their miseries and not only to protect your cantonments, and then 
if people resort to riots and strikes, you will be justified in fastening on them 
the charge of ingratitude, | ee : 


(24. The Dharwar V-riita. views with disapproval and alarm: the rumoured 


Approval of quarantine as _ 


& preventive meagure against 
the propagation of the 
plague. : 

Dhérwa'r Vritia (40), 7th 
Apr. ~ 


abolition of quarantine at all places, says that though 
quarantine imposes some hardships upon the travelling 
public, the latter should not complain, because quaran- 
tine is found to be a very effective remedy to keep out 
the plague from uninfected places. The paper remarks 
that Dharwar owes its exemption from the epidemie 
solely to the rigid enforcement of quarantine. It 


therefore requests the Collector of Dharw4r not to relax quarantine in any way, 


and says that it should be specially imposed against 
only recently freed from the grip of the disease. 


25. Seeing how hopeless it is to establish and work a perfect system of 


Present system of central 
quarantine disapproved and 
quarantine as near the homes 
of the people as possible re- 
commended. 

Indian Spectator (4), 10th 
Apr. | | 


places actually infected. or 


quarantine in these days, and how perfunctory the 
system hitherto adopted is, we think it time to suggest 
that such quarantine as we can have should be as near 
the homes of the people as possible. On the score of 
expense we can understand the keeping up of a 
central quarantine, such as at-Bandora. But this is 
very hard on Bombay, and in reality it leads but toa 


small amount of good, against which there is wide discontent to be counted as a 
set off. Why not have small quarantine camps between Bombay and Surat, by 
increasing the staff that already exists at each ? “The increase would not cost 
much and that not for a long time now. The relief to people going home, or the 
other hand, would be immense. When a man sees he is within a mile or two of 
his place, he feels differently from what he feels in a strange place. Then, near 


_ his native place he could have comforts and conveniences, never to be had at a 


distance. 


His family, again, might come and have a chat with him, and feel he 


is near, if not quite with them: 


26. Owing to the 


Poor labouring classes in 
Bombay and the alleged non- 
observance of promises made 
to them by high officers about 
relaxation of quarantine. 

Gurakhi (46), 7th Apr. 


scarcity of dtinking water at Kalyan, the passengers 


are now detained at Talegaon instead of at the former 
place. But we want to know what has become of the 
promises held out to the poor. labouring classes by high 
Government officers as regards the relaxation of 
quarantine. It does not behove officers to deceive 
the poor by sweet ‘but false promises. 


27. Dae local condition, we are glad to record, is generally of a very 
cheerful nature. ‘The mortality from plague is still 
on the decrease, and the citizens’ organisation seems 


Abatement of plague in 
Bombay and the hopeful 
condition of the city. 

Champion (2), 10th Apr. 


to be working well. | 
Plague Committee, we learn, is soon to be dissolved. 


This is good news. The present 


Everything, we hear, is now being prepared for the 


winding-up or the present machinery so as to be able to hand over the man- 
agement of operations in the city toa new body by the first of next month, 


and this also is good news. 


Altogether things are looking more hopeful in our 


beautiful city, and every one, from His Excellency the Governor downwards, is 


to be congratulated. 
98. To the great 


Suggestions to the plague 
authorities in Bombay to take 
precautions from now to avert 
a recrudescence of the disease 
in the city after the rains. | 
"+ Indian Spectator (4), i0th 
Apres . 


‘ 


relief of Bombay the plague shows ciear signs of a 


gradual and continuous abatement. The figures of 
daily mortality bear sufficient evidence of this, and 
the experience of gentlemen engaged under the new 
system in the work of house-to-house visitation con- 
firms the inference that we have seen the worst of 
this year’s visitation, at any rate, and that in a few 
weeks more we may expect to begin to breathe freely 


again. ‘The houses which were compulsorily evacuated after plague cases were 


found therein have, of course, been disinfected by the authorities. As regards 
these, a fumigation once and keeping all doors and windows open fora day or 


two should 


con 88—5:;,. 


suffice to make them inhabitable again without danger. But as 
regards houses from which the inmates fled pell-mell because there was ‘plague 
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néar-atouts,—to these houses much greater attention. needs be paid, if we 
do not wish to have the plague revive again with virulence, either immediatel 
after the return of the inmates, or later on, at, the time of the next periodi- 
eal recrudescence. It. is these houses which will harbour the plague, and 
unless these are vigilantly kept in view, whether the epidemic is on the rise 
- or-on the ‘decline, it cannot be said that’ all that science shows to be neces- 
sary to stamp out the epidemic permanently has been done. As a recru- 
descence next cold season has to be counted upon almost as a certainty, 
we should urge the necessity of the authorities showing all the vigour they can 
in the intervening. period of subsidence of the epidemic without taking rest. 
eit is during peace that you can best prepare for war, Special care will have - 

to be taken that those that have gone out to live in the fields do not indiscrimi- 
nately rush back to their old habitations. This would be a grave mistake. 
Efforts are reported to have been made already to get some of the occupants 
of huts to clear off from them, in spite of the plague lingering in the localities 
from which tney came out to seek refuge. These efforts, though made on 

: behalf of other sufferers, are premature. . ge 


29, The Hindi Punch gives a cartoon entitled “ Pity the sorrows, ‘&c.,”’ 
bide desmuk ot iohids in which a Civic Father is represented as resting on two 
maiie by the Bombay Plague crutches and a European gentleman (His Hxcellency 
: Vommittee on the Munici- Lord Sandhurst) is represented as talking to him. 
Ss | _ pality. : The letter-press runs as under :—Lord S-ndh-rst— 
= Hindi. Punch (111), 10th Hullo, old man, what’s this? I always thought you 
Apr. +. were strong in limb and in purse! Hale and hearty, 
- never suffering from any disabilities! Civic Father—Yes, Sir, I was that once! 
But the plague and your precious Plague Committee have reduced 'me to this 
beggarly condition and now I can’t walk without crutches. The editor gives 
the following explanation :—Again a fresh demand for two lakhs anda half 
has been made by the Plague Committee! The Standing Committee waxed 
wroth and foamed and fumed on hearing of this, aid have once again recom- 
mended the Corporation to approach Government on the subject, as the finan- 
oe cial condition of the Municipality has become very grave and: its borrowing 
Pt. powers have been nearly’ exhausted. ae 


30. Here is one more amusing instance illustrating the present working 
| of the principle of relaxation of quarantine rules. A 
System of giving passes in gentleman who has been living at Sion @br months 
yy a you, past, and therefore is as free from suspicion of infection 
ndian Spectator (4), 10th | | ° : 
— as any one can be, had to send his grown up sister to 
her husband at Poona, and he went to Mr. DuBoulay 
for a pass for her and for himself, as he wanted to personally. escort her 
safe through the numerous quarantine and examination ordeals on the way. 
Mr. DuBoulay told him that he was sitting in the Town Hall to give 
passes to people going ‘‘on business,’ that he could well understand that 
the gentleman had business, that of escorting his sister, but he could not 
consider that going to her husband’s .was any ‘business’? for a lady. Con- 
‘sistently with the fine distinction he had thus drawn, he offered to give a pass 
r . to the brother to enable him to eseort his sister, but declined to give a pass 
ee to the sister, for escorting whom the brother was given the pass! The gentle- 
oe ** man could not succeed in moving Mr. DuBoulay, and in despair applied to the 
Plague Commissioner, who, we are glad to state, readily gave passes to both the 
sister and the brother. Would it not be possibie to put an end to vagaries like 
_ this—vagaries that cannot help adding the element of ludicrousness to. things 
- © which in themselves are painful enough to tax all the patience one.can command ? 
That there is much discontent as regards these quarantine restrictions, no one 
that moves amongst the people can doubt. Here and there we hear that people 
are again thinking of strikes and lock-ups as a method of one more forcible 
reminder that, whilst almost all of His Excellency the Governor’s recent assur- 
ances have been duly realised, practically very little has been done to remove 
unnecessary restrictions on travelling for business, For ourselves, we would do 


__ way altogether with the restriction as to allowing people to proceed on * busitiess’ 
there be no scrutiny as to what degree and nature of work constitutes business. 


ess’ alone. Let every man be all 


* 


Let all men who ean produce a certificate from the District Plague Officer that 
there has not been within a reasonable period, say fifteen days or a month, a 
plague case in their family or in the houses in which they have been residing, 
and that there is no reason to suspect that they are carrying the infection witt 
them—let all such men be freely allowed to go wherever they like. They may 
be asked, as a safeguard, to submit themselves, at the place they go to, to sur- 
veillance and periodical examination for eight or ten days. Further bother 
is surely unnecessary. - | : os 
31. The Gurdkhi publishes a letter from a correspondent, in which’ he 
Gura@khi (46), 14th Apr. lities to secure 2 pass from Mr. DuBoulay, but only 
succeeded in getting one which contained a special remark that he and his family 
were to be quarantined at Thana, the place of their destination. The corres- 
pondent asks of what earthly use the pass is to him ifit will not exempt him 


from quarantine at Thana, and says that.all the trouble he put himself to to 
secure the pass went absolutely for nothing, . es. 


32. We were only the other day congratulating ourselves on our good 


fortune in having escaped a second visitation. But 
_ Recrudescence of plague whata change has now come over the condition of 
ce plague operations at affairs! Let us only hope that the present visitation 
Phoenix (8), 9th Apr. is of a very mild type, and that, with the help of the 
: 2 - weather and by the good offices of the plague authori- 
‘ties, we shall be able to give it its marching-papers before.it has done much mis- 
chief. In another place the paper observes :—lIt affords us very sincere 
pleasure to find that the leaders of the various sections of the Karachi public 
are fully alive to the exigencies of the situation incident to the’ outbreak of 
the plague in our midst, and firmly determined to work shoulder to shoulder 
with the authorities in the work of banishing the unwelcome visitant 
from our shores. We print elsewhere the proceedings of two representative 
meetings held in this city, and they fully go to prove the anxiety of our 
leading men to interpret our wishes and wants to the authorities so as to 
further the interests of the cause of plague suppression which we have all of -us 
‘so much at heart. The Commissioner in Sind was kind enough to allow them to 
wait in deputation on him on Thursday afternoon last, when an important 
interchange of views took place. Wé are glad to be assured that Mr. Giles 
was all courtesy and attention to his guests, and, as one of them told us, all but 
killed them with Kindness. We cannot applaud too much this spirit of 
kindliness and sympathy, and we readily take it as a token indicating a desire 
on the part of the authorities to consult as far as possible the wishes and 
reasonable prejudices of the people in shaping the policy to be pursued for the 
suppression of the plague. : 


33. The plague has broken out in our midst—there is no mistaking 
‘aie ., _.. it—and it is time that we set about in right earnest to 
a Fgh ely Chronicle (5) combat its encroachment. Weare glad to be able to 
| oi 3 say that everything that is possible under the circum- 
stances to do is being most promptly and effectually done, and all parties 
concerned are showing a most commendable desire to work in perfect: concert 
and harmony in order to arrest the ravages of the epidemic. The people aré 


showing a very praiseworthy anxiety to bring every suspected plague case to 


the notice of the authorities, and the latter in their turn are not letting the grass.__ 


erow under their feet before the adoption of the necessary measures. This 
‘isa very happy sign, and engenders in us the hope thatthe disvord and 
‘strife that have interrupted the successful operation of plague precautions m 
other parts of the country will be conspicuous by their absence in our midst... 


84 The Commissioner in Sind and the Collector of Karéchi visited the 
| bathing ghats in the bed of the Lyari on Saturday last, 


- Pheenia (8), 13th Apr. hut disapproved of them as being unfit for a segrega. - 


io camp. They were considered to be damp and unclean, though it was pointed 
out to them that that state was due to the large numbers of people bathing and 
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washing there daily, and.that.if the ghats. were closed against the public they 
could be kept dry and clean. Thus one of the most important prayers of the 
deputation that wailed on the Commissioner in Sind on Thursday last’ has not 
‘been acceded to, and this has caused general disappointment. For reasons 
which are plain to every one in touch with the people, objections to segregation 
in huts are very strong, and we feel it our duty to inform the authorities that 
there is a great deal of excitement among the non-Sindhi portion of the 
Muhammadan population of Karachi. -It will not be difficult to find outa 
street that wouldserve as a very good segregation camp, and the Plague Committee 
have got authority to ask the occupants of houses in any street or part thereot 
to vacate them. Unless the demand of the people to be segregated in packa 
buildings be accepted, we do not expect, regard being had to the prejudices of 
the people, that every case of plague would be reported in due time. The con- 
cealment of cases is to a great extent due to the inconveniences and hardships — 
of ten days’ detention in the huts where the social and religious prejudices 
cannot from the very nature of. things be expected to be respected in their 
a entirety. | 


35. We beg to urge upon the railway authorities the necessity of running 
 Joeal trains between Karachi and Landhi as they did 

last year. The plague is gaining in virulence, and 

it is therefore desirable that people leaving Karachi 
shou!d be given every facility of travelling. While on the subject we may also 
ask European firms to take their employés in hand and provide them with ace . 
commodation outside the precincts of the city. Messrs. Ralli Brothers set a very 
noble example in this matter last year, and we venture to suggest they should 
set a similar example this year as well, so that other firms might follow in 
their footsteps. We should also like to draw the attention of the authorities to 
the importance of putting an end to public theatrical performances, as these 
are highly calculated to help the spread of the plague. © : 


36. Those that have the misfortune to be detained at Malir are subjected 
to a great deal of inconvenience. They are not allow- 
Alleged inconvenience suf- ed to cook inside the huts, but are told to doso in 


q . | fered by the occupants of . : | a 
) | ta Anliintlon’ énsnss ah: Malis the open,- where the heat of the sun is almost unbear 


Karéchi Ohronicle (6), 
10th Apr. 


(Karachi). able, and in consequence of the blowing of the wind, 
Phenix (8), 13th Apr. | sand and dust get mixed with the food while it is being 


cooked. ‘ People are not allowed to cook inside the 
huts on the ground of the danger of the huts being burnt. Cooked food is not 
to be had. Hindus are compelled to cook side by side with Muhammadans, sepa- 
rate cooking places not being reserved for Hindus. No cots are supplied and 
people have to sleep on the ground. . There are a few cots in the camp, but no use 
is made of them. We draw the attention of the authorities to this state of things 
in the Malir camp in the hope that early steps would be} taken to remove all 
cause for complaint. : bas ted Ge 


vs 37. In the Khandesh District there are only four or five European officers, 
ds aia ta the rest being Natives. Both the Eurcpean and 
Khéndesh District and the Native officers being competent and sympathetic, the 
popularity of the. European administration is being carried on very smoothly, 
and Native officers in the dis- although the police force in the district is very small. 
wigs | . . The people of Khandesh are comparatively speaking 
uN wae (38), backward in point of education, but they are sensible 
| enough to distinguish between good and bad officers 
and know how they should behave towards the former. The conduct of the people 
“ef Jalgaon, Pilkhod, Shirud, &c., in quietly obeying the orders of the district 
Officers to leave their houses and go into the camp: when plague broke out in their 
midst is an instance in point.. The district is now free from plague and the 
credit of this is due to the energy and promptitude of Mr. Cumine, the Collector, 
and his subordinate officers. The god had no reason to complain against 
any of the officers in the district. When the officers are so sympathetic, they 
poet aaa to be popular. We feel grateful to them for their devotion to their 
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_ plague authorities at Kalydn. 


» rule which requires that ‘ap- 


ey 
38. ~The Gurcdkhé publishes an instance of alleged: vagary. on the part 


., Complaints against . the unnecessary mischief was caused by the arbitrary con- 


 Guratkhi (46), 7th Apr. duct.of the local doctor in sending away a whole family 

lee Oh : : to the segregation camp on mere suspicion, which subsé 

‘quently turned out to be groundless, and in insisting on disinfecting the house 

and upsetting all the preparations for a munj ceremony that was about to take 

place there. The paper says that Government should pay attention to such acts 

el a authorities, if they wish to reduce the chances of riots and. 
oodshed. 


39. Though the plague is on the decline at Surat, it has not completely 
Dibdllie'al plage A He disappeared from the neighbouring villages and towns, 
and a requees 4 the authori. ®24 consequently it is not advisable to dispense alto- 
ties to relax the plagne mea- gether with the special staff employed to deal with. 
He ge the plague. It'.is, however, high time to relax the 
" Surat Akhbar (161), 11th stringency of the plague measures at Surat, as the 
oe people have suffered a great deal and have to make 
up their business losses during the short space of the remaining business 
season. ‘They cry out that the plague has subsided and the wrath of God has 
been appeased, but that the oppression of Government remains. -_ 


40. The Deshi Mitra observes that persons going to Surat from Bombay 
and carrying with them passes signed by any other 
The Surat plague authori- officer than Mr. DuBoulay are detained in observa- 
ties and the passes given by tion camps, and adds that four Bohra gentlemen 
™ bare pashunttes. who held passes signed by Mr. Lock were obliged to 

Desht Mitra (183), Tth lia io. 
Apr. return to Bombay in consequence of their passes 
not being respected by the plague authorities at 

Surat. , 


- 


. 41. The inhabitants of Ahmednagar, who had gone temporarily to reside 
in health camps on account of the plague, are now 


_ Plague operations at Ah-~ allowed to return to their homes on certain con- 


medmagar, ‘tans iti I : 
Nya'ya Sindhu (72), th ditions. One of these conditions is that the ground 


Apr. se 
repugnant to the religious sentiments of the people and 


the ward superintendents should be asked not to insist on the fulfilment of this 
condition. | 


42. The Dharwar Vritta refers to a statement made by the Kdlidds (a 
new weekly paper published at Dharwar) to the effect 

Contradiction of a false that two non-plague cases were declared to be those of 
statement | padlished i, plague by the authorities at Hubli, says that this 
rg — «ees utterly false and should not have been 
Lhérway Vritta (40), 14th vecklessly spread abroad by a responsible journalist. 


_ Apr. | The paper strongly deprecates the attempt made by 


7 | . the Kalidas to throw discredit upon painstaking 
‘officials who are doing their best by working night and day to keep off the 
plague from Dharwar. | 


43. The Satya Shodhak writes that the Collector of Ratnagiri, who issues 

| | passes to persons going out of Ratnagiri certifying 

oA teduest f the Collector that the town of Ratnagiri is free from plague,. has 

Se ee latterly made it a condition that the applications for 
plications for plague passes Such passes should bear a one-anna stamp. The paper 
Should bear a stamp of the cannot understand why Government should try to 
ese ot Sh, joe vesieaie make money out of the necessities of the poor, and 
4 pie ios | as (53) < without entering into the subtle question of the legality 
eee - rome ane of the procedure by which the affixing of the stamp 
‘to the application for a plague pass isrendered compulsory, requests the Collector 
to cancel the rule in question. The paper adds that no stamp is required to 


be affixed on applications for passes made to the Pass Committee in Bombay *, 


cox 88—6 


of the plague authorities at Kalydn, says that much 


~ 


floor of the house should be whitewashed. ‘This is most _ 


Z -— + te Aa ne Riba pata pebtae NOE ve 


their writings to the notice of thé authorities. But there. is’ also the -daner’’ of 


' 
¥ 
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-* 44.’ -Tt is° certainly unwelcome news for us in: Bombay. that: Sir James 
EEE Tae ae Campbell will retire at the end of the next week 
‘Sir. James Campbell’s from the Indian Civil Service, relinquishing ‘at the 
nt ‘retirement re- same time his position as Chairman of the Bombay 
sae kis Clotiite’: - Plague Committee. That he is one of the most able, 

Rast Gofter (117), 10th sue : 

Apr., Eng. cols. energetic and devoted servants of Government. no 
pe one candeny. He has filled numerous offices with 
marked ability and strict honesty of purpose. He would have retired last year, 
but as he was called upon to do duty in place of General Gatacre who had to 
leave this country, he readily and willingly came out to serve the city in the 
dual capacity of Commissioner. of Customs and Chairman of the Plague 
Committee. In the latter capacity he proved himself to be a worthy successor 
to General Gatacre, though circumstances over which he had no control 
brought ‘about a temporary rupture, which nobody perhaps regretted more than 
himself. He fought the plague as an Englishman only could fight, and: left 
no stone unturned in his endeavour to restore the city to its pristine con- 
dition. As editor of the Bombay Gazetteer he leaves behind him a work which 
will stand as a permanent monument of his labour and learning. We sincerely 
wish him every happiness in his retirement, and hope and trust that he will not 
forget India and her poor inhabitants, for we are sure they will not forget 
him. ‘he inhabitants of India always appreciate the quict labours of English- 
men. 


45. Our readers will remember that the great Lord George Hamilton 
some time ago declared in Parliament that what was 
Alleged establishment of a wanted in India was not the suppression of the free 
press censorship in the Bom- press, but its proper guidance. The Sedition Bill, 
bay Presidency. . h : ad 3 er : Liat d th 
Indu Prakish (15), 7th owever, was passed in spite of our protest, and the 
Apr., Eng. cols. time has now arrived to.know exactly what he meant. 
’ We understand that, so far at least as the Bombay Pre- 
sidency is concerned, arrangements have been completed to keep a strict watch 
over the press. In addition to the agency at the head-quarters which has 
always existed to keep Government informed of what is being written in the 


Native press, district officers have been given-a machinery to secure reports 


from time to time on all the papers in their districts, and already some of 
our contemporaries have, we learn, been made to feel the effect of the new 


organization. The satiety caused by the recent press prosecutions has induced 
the Officers not to go beyond calling the attention of editors to inaccurate state- 


ments contained in their papers. If this is all that Lord George meant by guid- 


ance, certainly we have no reason to complain. We have never known an Indian 
editor who is not anxious to publish correct information, and his chief complaint 
has always been that he got no help from the authorities in this direction. The 
art of intentionally twisting facts to help the contention of the moment is an 


exclusive monopoly of the Anglo-Indian press and the Indian editor has never 


claimed any share in it. But will the new organization confine its. activity to 
the present limit? As long as our officers are human it is impossible to expect 
them to do so. . Then is there any doubt that the Indian press in future would 


be kept in the leading strings of Government and that the interference on the 


part of the officers would more and more increase? And if that is not censor- 
ship of the Native press, what else is, we do not know. Press censorship 
of ‘a kind even worse than under the much abused Lyttonian Act has been 
established, and as long as the present reactionary Government is in power, we 
have to put up with it. 


46. The Deputy Collector of Dharwar has recently asked us to send 
| him regularly one copy of our paper. From this we 


Dhérwdy Vritta (40), 7th ; vernment must have issued , a 
Apr.;  Khandesh Vaibhav infer that Gover , ed a resolution 


(66), 8th Apr. | inviting reports on Native newspapers from each 


district. This arrangement is nice, as it will tend to 


‘remove misunderstandings more promptly by local enquiry. The Khdndesh 
Vaibhav says :—In. one way this arrangement is good; it will increasé the 


importance of newspapers and will serve as an additional agency for bringing 


ee 
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the newspapers incurring the wrath of the local authorities.’ [Several other 


papers refer to the paragraph of the Dhdrwdr Vritta noted above and welcome 


the new arrangement of separate reports on the Native newspapers from each 


district. in addition to the weekly report submitted by the Reporter on the 
Native Press. | : 


47. It does not require a lawyer to appreciate the justice of the British 
Comments on the criminal law Which safeguards the liber ty. of the subject by 
law as administered in the king it a cardinal principle of criminal: law to 
recent State prosecutions for Presume every man innocent and throwing on’ the 
sedition in the Bombay Presi- prosecution the burden of proving every essential ingre- 
“= & Prakash (16), 1th dient of the crime charged. Our Courts, and pre-emi- 
Apr., Hag. cols. nently our High Courts, have scrupulously enforced 
2 . this principle, and it was only during the recent State 

trials that the go-by was given to it. It will be remembered how even unproved 


facts were assumed against the prisoner in the Tilak case and even Mr. 


Justice Parsons, whose judicial acumen, rigid impartiality and wonderful clear- 
headedness are beyond question, in deciding. the Pratod appeal overlooked this 
principle and presumed that the manifesto in favour of Canadian independence 
which the incriminated article purported to comment upon was an invention on 
the part of the writer, although no evidence whatever wis adduced on the point. 
Without at all pretending that the result would have been different if that 
presumption had been the other way, we think that what was done was not 
fair to the prisoner. That, as a matter of fact, there was such a manifesto is 
shown by the following extract which we take from the issue of the 26th Feb- 
ruary of the Montreal Daily Star: “ Montreal, October 15th. A laree circular 
printed in French, advocating the independence of Canada, under a pational 
flag and signed by the Executive Committee of the Canadian Independence Club, 
is being circulated here. It urgesseparation from the mother country, severance 
of the bonds of slavery in which the country is now enmeshed. It declares the 
time has come—the solemn hour has arrived, when the national flag should he 
raised amidst a free people in the name of humanity.’’ After this, who can say 
that the sentence which the unfortunate writer of the article in the Pratoda :is 


serving is just ? 


48, Thecase of Chapeker is one in which mercy may beshown to the extent 
, | of transportation, To be on the safer side, it is better 
Suggestion toGovernment to send him to the Andamans than to take his life. If 


to commute Chapekar’s sen- 


Mth Apr., 
quite won the hearts of the people—the very hearts which some months back 


tence of death to one of trans- 
portation. 

Ra'jahansa (169), 18th Apr... 
Eng. cols, 


there be any error in judgment (and it is possible 
there may be), it would be wrong to hang him. 
Who knows for certain that some person other than 
Chapekar is not the real culprit? There should there- 
fore be some room left for the rectification of error. 


49. The paper remarks that the petitions of Damodar Chapekar 


Chapekar’s petitions for 
mercy and the police. _ 
Karnetak Patra (168), 4th 


Apr. 


to Government for mercy do not appear to emanate 
from him, .but that the police must be pulling 
strings from behind in the matter. To bring to light 
the supposed seditious conspiracy at Poona, the officials 
first coaxed and courted Chapekar in all ways they 


could, but failed to elicit any information from him. Even now, with the rope 
hanging round Chapekar’s neck, they expect to unravel the plot. Surmises are 
in the air that the police are trying their best to make him confess all he knows in 


be shown to him. 


 eonnection with this alleged plot, holding out to him the bait that mercy would 


’ 


50. We were confidently told that the people of Poona, especially th 


Recent entertainments to - 
some European officers at 
Poona and the alleged grate- 
- fulness of the Poona people. 


Shré Sayéjt Vijaya (19), 
ng. cols. 


educated people there, were a pack of ungrateful 


-wretches incapable of recognizing obligations and 


kindness, and full of hatred to the white people. 
What spectacle do we witness in Poona of late? We 
find the people doing honour to the departing European 
officers who, by their sympathy and kindness, have 
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“were deemed obdutate and ungrateful. The people of Poona entertained 


.  @Xpresses somewhat similar sentiments.] — 


Mr. and Mrs, Kirkham, Col. Creagh, and Mr: Plunkett. The efforts of these 
officers in critical. times have been gratefully acknowledged. The recent 
rejoicings in Poona are very significant. They are the spontaneous expression 
of the feelings and sentiments of the people towards these officers and the 
Europeans generally. The. demonstrations clearly and unmistakably prove 
that the people are susceptible of the feeling of gratitude, and that there are 
ways by which, without marring the efficiency of the administration, the Euro- 
‘pean officers ean make themselves loved by the people. 


51. The date of the Shivaji anniversary is drawing near, and, having regard 
} | to the extraordinary events of last year, we deem it 
The Shivaji festival justified necessary to justify the movement in honour of Shivaji 
ja _ objections against 16 and to refute the objections brought against it by some 
” Kesari (54), 12th Apr, mean and selfish persons. The general objection taken 
: to the movement is that it is political in character. To 
this we answer that it is nothing of the kind. It is purely a historic movement 
and the aim and object of it is to keep the memory of the greatest hero of the 
Maharashtra green, and to teach the youth of Maharashtra to honour and revere 
properly a renowned personage who laid the foundation of Maharashtra’s great- 
ness. There is no more chance of current political topics being discussed at 
Shivaji gatherings than on the platforms of the Social Conference or the Aryan 
Religious Congress. ‘The chief aim of the celebration is, as said above, to pay a 
tribute of affection and gratitude to Shivaji for the glorious work he did for Maha- 
rashtra. Such celebrations in honour of national heroes are not unknown in west- 
ern countries. It was a custom among the ancient Romans to erect the statues of 
their worthies in public places and to carry the images of their heroes in triumphal 
processions. In England, similar tribute is paid'to Nelson and Wellington and 
annual celebrations held in their honour. In America, the memory of Washing- 
ton is honoured in a similar way. The Maharashtra seeks but to follow the 
example of these western countries in honouring the greatest figure in its history. 
We will now deal with the objections brought against the Shivaji movement. 
it is said that a celebration in honour of Shivaji would lead to discord and dis- 
union, since the Muhammadans would be insulted by it. We humbly request our 
Muhammadan brethren to look at the matter from a different standpoint, We 
do not honour Shivaji because he was the enemy of the Muhammadans or obtained 
victories over them. Shivaji’s friendsbip or enmity withthe Muhammadans is quite 
a secondary matter as compared with the obligations he conferred on Maharashtra 
in general, When Englishmen honour Nelson, for example, they do not mean 
to insult the French. When Scotchmen hold celebrations in honour of Wallace 
they do not draw down upon themselves the charge of deliberately giving an 
affront to the English whom Wallace defeated. Lord Rosebery has ingeniously 
refuted this objection in his speech at the Wallace celebration last year. His 
Lordship said that Englishmen need not. receive any offence at the memory of 
Wallace being revered by the Scotch, because if Scotchmen worshipped the 
memory of Wallace, it was not as an enemy of the English but as one from 
whom the national life of the Scotch people began, and that if Scotland had not 
rospered through the exploits of Wallace, the British Empire would not perhaps 
lave been in its present condition. Similarly, we say that we honour Shivaji as the 
hero who laid the foundation of our national life, and that if Maharashtra had not 
seen days of prosperity in the time of Shivaji, we and our rulers would not alsc | 
have witnessed our present state of prosperity. Another objection against the 
Shivaji movement is that it is seditious. Wedo not see why the admirers of 


_ Shivaji should be frightened by this silly cry of sedition. The Shivaji festival 


does not become seditious merely because some of those who graced it by their 
. nce or contributed money towards it were prosecuted on a charge of sedition, 
His Excellency Lord Sandhurst himself once gave permission for the holding 
o the celebration at Raygad. Mr. Lamb admitted in his menacing speech that 
the Shivaji movement was legitimate. And, lastly, in the Kesavi trial, both the 
ting counsel as well as the presiding Judge had nothing to urge against 
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(such) historic celebrations. [The Indu Prakésh (15) of the 14th instant 
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52. Acorrespondent, writing to the Bakul over the signature of “ A ‘Nation- 
oa (26) ae al Well-wisher,” exhorts the Hindus generally not 
Shikshak (85), 10th Apr. Pp’ to let their enthusiasm for the Shivaji festival to 
: cool down on account of the conviction of Tilak or 
the dismissal of Mr. Modak and others. He dilates on the need and importance 
of such national festivals for the regeneration of the country, and urges that 
the celebration of the Shivaji anniversary is particularly to be commended, 
because it was Shivaji who preserved for the Aryas their ancient religion and 
delivered them-.from Moslem persecution. [The Shikshak of Ohikoli (Bel- 
gaum) also writes in favour of celebrating the anniversary of Shivaji’s 
birthday this year, and exhorts the public of Vhikodi to get up a pageant in 
~ honour of Shivaji. ] 


3. The Gurdakht regrets neg Tilak, who made the Shivaji celebration so 
pene popular in the Maharashtra, should be in jail at a 
Gurabhs ($6), 4th Ape. time when the Shivaji festival is about to be oilseed 
and be unable to take part in it, The paper asks whether the local Government 
would temporarily release ‘Tilak so as to enable him to attend the next Shivaji 
celebration. It advises the admirers of Shivaji to push on the preparations for 
the festival with all vigour on the assumption that Tilak would be present on the 
occasion in the shape of Shiva (i.e. Shivaji). 


54. The Sudhdrak says there is no harm in celebrating the Shivaji festival 

as it is the custom in other countries also to keep the 

Sudhdrak (21), 11th Apr. memory of national heroes green by some ih de- 

monstration, but that great care and moderation would have to be exercised by 

those who take upon themselves the lead in the movement. The paper accord- 

ingly drops a hint that lectures should be carefully eschewed from such 

gatherings for some years to come in view of the mischief wrought by some 

unguarded utterances at similar gatherings in the past, or at, least care should 

be taken that the lectures are delivered by gentlemen of recognised respect- 
ability and unquestioned loyalty. 


55. A correspondent supplies the Phenix with the particulars in connec- 
i a tion with the dacoity committed cn the 8th February 
Pg geod ona’ a 2 the village of Kath Baubhan in the Mirpur Batoro 
tions to the Commissioner in 1 @luka,.and observes :—What a sight, indeed, that the 
Sind to adopt some repressive dacoits should carry their booty, as it were, from the 
and effective measures. very clutches of the Superintendent of Police, the 
Femme. Sede OO Ape. Inspector and the Chief Constable! It is not always 
that such a cluster of officials is near the scene of such an offence; but they do 
not seem to have taken any advantage of their close proximity to the scene of the 
offence. Prompt personal action should have taken the place of issuinz orders to 
subordinates to investigate. I would take this opportunity of requesting the Com- 
missioner in Sind to at once call fora report of the house dacoities committed in the 
province last year and during the course of this year. He would then see what 
a vast magnitude this offence has assumed in the province, and whether more 
repressive and effective measures are not needed to put it down. The poor vil- 
lagers have no rest, and their consternation knows no bounds. Did you ever 
hear of the people closing theirdoors in the villages before sunset, for fear of 
their life and limb? “Such is the case now in the mofussil, Some of them have 
been heard to say openly that such zi/aum by badmashes was never heard of before. 
Linsist, therefore, that the Commissioner in Sind should no longer leave this matter 
to be dealt with under the Indian Penal Code as administered and worked in our 
law Courts, but have some Act passed for the repression thereof. The evil has 
already grown too unbearable and any further delay might work more mischief. 


Legislation. 


56. The Sudhékar is not satisfied with the explanation given in the 

| | - Supreme Council by the Honourable Mr. Chalmers 
Comments cn the recent about the real purport of the amendment introduced 
pnoreses - the India® in the Postal Avt, and says that it is possible that the 
“Sudhakar (89), 9th Apr.  €XPlanation would be ignored by some high-handed 


officer while carrying out the provisions of the Aut, ‘The 
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paper remarks that the ctibieiniiee not being embodied in the Act. cannot..have 

the force of law and is therefore of no value. [Several other papers of the week 
observe that the ambiguity in the Act is not sufficiently removed by the oral 
explanation in Council given by the Legal Member. |} 


a 


Education. 


57. The Dnydn Chakshu writes :—The School Board of the Poona Munici- 
Oicslnig of omtain’ manict pality have resolved to close permanently 13 out of 
yal primary schoolsin Poona the 38 municipal schools in the city and to pension off - 
and the pensioning off of @ few of the old school-masters, with a view to curtail 
certain school-masters em- municipal expenditure and. to enable the municipality 
ei ype ney eee , tomeet the heavy extra expenditure on account of the 
Ppa raisin (le), Oth plague. The paper disapproves of this action of the 
board and says that it is ill-considered economy to 
close schools which supplied a real want and to pension off the low-paid employés 
— at a time when they. are not entitled to the maximum amount of pension. 


Municipalities. 


58. As expected, the Honourable Dr. Bhal- 
Approval of the election of chandra has been elected President of the Cor- 


we ax teak gece wr poration for the current year. The choice could 


Corporation. not have fallen on a worthier citizen or a more 
Rast Goftér (117), 10th devoted Councillor. We sincerely wish the new Presi- 
_ Apr., Eng. cols. dent every success in the new sphere in which he 


has been chosen to work. 


59. The new Bombay Corporation elected, at its first meeting, the 
Honourable Dr. Bhalchandra K. Bhatavdekar to its 
Presidential chair. The position conferred on him 
was undoubtedly his due, especially after the excellent work he did consecutively . 
for three years as Chairman of the Standing Committee. In the new President 
is combined admirable energy with indefatigable industry. Another excellent 
trait in his character is his invariable coolness and pleasing geniality. We con- 
gratulate Dr. Bhalchandra, for none can deny that he is a useful unit of our 
community. Let us all hope that in his new duties, which are arduous and 
responsible, he will acquit himself with credit. [Several other papers of the 
week heartily approve of Dr. Bhalchandra’s election to the Presidential chair 
of the Bombay Municipal Corporation. ] 


Native States. 


60. The order passed by the Political Agent that, as tributary Chiefs and 
es of os ale ee = gg a life interest 3 in ey States, 
ey cannot charge them with debts beyond their own 
covering é riage de gay lives, and that the principle, therefore, that no debts 
debts incurred by Native incurred by the predecessor of a ruling Chief or tribu- 
eee eee 5). g, ery Talukdar (including sub-sharers) without his 
Plolegg tag Aa (119), 9th concurrence or subsequent recognition or without the 
written consent of the Political Agent should be 
recognised, is to be strictly observed, was indeed a long-felt desideratum. The 
want of this rule wrought terrible mischief during the last few years. Better 
ce late than never; and we are glad that at last the Agency has seen the necessity 
—  . . for promulgating the long-wished-for order. This order has already caused, we 
. hear, a tremendous consternation throughout the province. 


Champion (2), 19th Apr. 


61. The measures taken by Colonel Wray for keeping off the plague from 

AS aOR Fe the Southern Maratha States deserve, in our opinion, 
Single and stratit wt to be followed by the Bombay .Government. The 
Marétha States contrasted local Governiment as well as the Political Agent of the 
with that of the Bombay Southern Marétha States imgosed quarantine with a 
Ree magryr sa. view to prevent the spread of the epidemic, but with 
ce eee G4), © Apr, different results. The reason of such difference in 
_ __ Fesultsis not far to seek. The object of quarantine was explained to the people 
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in the Southern Maratha States and an endeavour was made to enlist their 
co-operation in that behalf. This was not done by the local Government. 
Besides, quarantine in the Native States imposed no unnecessary hardshi 

upon: the people and hence it was not looked upon as an oppressive or hateful 
measure. In Sangli, the plague measures did not prove themselves distasteful 
to the people. The patients: were not removed from their homes and the 
prejudices of the people were respected in the matter of medical treatment. 
The poor were supplied with hutting accommodation outside the town free 
of charge.. The responsibility of keeping the property of the people safe was 
freely undertaken and money was spent like water for securing the conveniences 
of the people and attending to the thorough cleansing of the town. Hence the 
people had to suffer no inconvenience except that of the plavue and the disease 
was brought under control as in other places without serious loss of life. We 
should very much like to recommend the local Government to imitate the good 
example of the authorities at Sangli, but then our Government has not a well- 
filled treasury like that of the Native States, nor does it look upon the co-operation 
of the people as of particular value in such crises. 


62. The dastardly assassination of a High School student at S4vantvidi 
has created discontent and disquiet among the neigh- 
Remarks in connection bouring villages, and many opine that unless this 

bran the murder of a High mystery is brought to light and the guilty brought 
chool stadent at Savantvadi. is Ske ahead . 4 ld : "94 t sae : 
Vértidarsh (92), 4th Apr. O DOOK, SIM1Iiar crimes | wou recur. vantva 1 1§ 
regarded as a very suitable place for the English 
education of boys, and so many parents from the surrounding parts send 
their children there; but since the horrible murder of the student referred 
to above, parents have become extremely nervous of keeping their boys 
in the High School any longer. It cannot be denied that the present 
murder is but the result of a want of full investigation into a like offence 
that preceded it. Two years back, an only son of a Bania named Kanekar 
was murdered in cold blood and then sufficient care was not taken by the State 
authorities to find out and punish the murderer or murderers. The Savantvadi 
Police is careless in regard to its duties, and we request the Bombay Government 
to direct their attention to this matter and to depute one of their trusted officers 
like Mr. Brewin to take up the enquiry in hand. 


Intelligence extracted from the Press. 


63. Cheerful news comes from the North. The Hindus and Muhammadans 
of Delhi have determined to bury the unpleasant past 


Friendly demonstrations of and in the gushing spirit of reconciliation and good-will 3 
good-will a the ery they have been outdoing each other in mutual courtesies. : 
“— i ano, ior, We hear that on the Id festival the Hindus of Delhi i 

ua ttra (109), 10th : ‘ 
Apr., Eng. cols. treated the Muhammadans to alight repast of sweets : 
and sherbat and wished them joy and happiness of 2 
many returns of the season. The Muhammadans determined not to be outdone, 4 
and on the Holi returned the compliment by treating the Hindus in the same ~ E 
friendly spirit. Now this is as it should be. What a contrast between these - 
friendly demonstrations of good-will and those ebullitions of fanatic spirit which. a 
so often disturbed the peace of Delhi and widened the gulf of enmity! But while 4 
expressing our unfeigned satisfaction at this entente cordiile we cannot resist i 
the curiosity to know what causes have been at work to effect it. It was only a 
the other day that the Hindus were infuriated at the dastardly murder of Pandit i 
Lekh Ram, and though a reconciliation was brought about by official interven- ie 
tion the attitude of the two communities was one of sullenness. There must be a E 
very potent force at work to have changed this sullenness into a cordiality of the af 
most demonstrative character. We only hope that this cordiality is sincere and . 
will prove.as lasting as it is effusive. cen . p 
64. The local Shivaji festival committee have resolved to celebrate the 1 
approaching anniversary of Shivaji’s birthday as te 

Intended celebration of the sual in Poona on the 22nd April, in spite of the Ia 
Shivaji festival at Poona isfortunes and calamities which befel Poona and the ie 
ang Se. 12th Apr. Maharashtra in the course of last year. Those who may : F 


be desirous of contributing money to the celebration 
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should send their subscriptions to Mr. Balkrishna Ranihasdie Vaidys, the 
secretary of the festival, The programme of the celebration includes, as usual, 

readings from the Purans, religious sermons, lectures, melas (procession of 
trained singers), physical sports, &c. The anniversary is also going to be.cele- 
brated in other places besides Poona. At Kalyan, for example, it will be 
celebrated in Dada Subhedar’s Wada, where lectures on three different subjects 
will be delivered and a prize awarded to the best lecturer.- There are those among 
us who have offered the cowardly advice that there should be no lectures or read- 
ings at the Shivaji celebrations this year. These persons seem to be frightened’ 
by the press prosecutions of last year. We do not see why we should abandon 
our pens and hold our tongues because some editors were progecuted last year 
on a charge of sedition. * The prosecutions laid down the boundary between 
legitimate and seditious criticism, and we should, as far as possible, try to keep 
within the bounds of the former. 


i 65. We approve of the notification issued by Mr. Krishnaji Abaji Guroji 
in Kanarese regarding the Shivaji eelebration (at 
Proposal to celebrate the Dhdrwdr). Mr. Guruji intends that the celebration 
Shivaji anniversary a¢ Dhar- should come off on the second day of Vaishakh and 
Dhérwar Vritta (40), 14th be givesa hint to the people that they should not 
Apr. at all hesitate (to join in the festival), since the 
Honourable Mr. Strachey has recorded a (favourable) 
opinion in the matter. We beg to add that the hint thrown out by the Sudhgrak 
of Poona should be borne in mind in celebrating the festival, so that there should 
_ be no ground for repentance afterwards. 


66. The editor of the Gurdakhi writes that he was recently called upon to: 

a interview Mr. Vincent, Police Commissioner, and that 

Mr. Vincent, Police Com- at the interview which subsequently came off the 

missioner of Bombay,and the Police Commissioner courteously ‘explained to him 
editor of the Gurdkhi. 

Gurdkhi (46), 8th Apr. how there were certain inaccuracies in an article of 

the Gurdkhi dated 6th February on the subject of. 

the cost of the plague sheds erected in the compound of the European General 

Hospital. The editor thanks Mr, Vincent for the information kindly supplied 


by him. 


67. A correspondent writes :—The Times of India is being boycotted from 
the libraries of big cities in the Bombay and Bengal 
Boycotting of the Times of Presidencies for reasons similar to those for which the 
India from the NativeGene- Champion was boycotted from the library of the 
ral Library at Dharwar. Bamh B 1 af tas foveal hae. © t a: 
Réjahansa (169), 6th Apr. Bombay Branch of the Royal Asiatic Society, 
proposal to boycott the Zimes from the Native General 
Library at Dhaérwdr was brought forward some three months ago, but it was 
rejected by a majority. Thereupon a duly signed requisition was sent’ to 
the secretary to convene a special general meeting of the members of the 
library on the 27th ultimo to reconsider the question. The meeting was accord-' 
nely convened and after a long discussion it was resolved by a majority to ) 
stop subscribing to the Zimes of India from 1st May 1898. 


68. Mr. Heyland, District Superintendent of Police, Ratnégiri, while 
driving in his tomga on Thursday last, thought that 

Rainigiti ae ae ate ake some High Seat hem passing along the road laughed 
termination, at him. He therefore whipped one unoffending boy 
Satya Shodhak (88), 1th . twice on the leg and drove away. The Head Master 
Apr. showed the marks produced by the whipping ontheboy’s 
body to the Civil Surgeon and it seemed as if the incident would assume a serious 
aspect. But the Superintendent of Police came down to the High School and 
expressed his regret for what had happened and the matter ended there. He 
hinted in his speech, which he read out to the boys, that there was. a tendency 
abroad among school-boys to insult district officers, that the boys of Ratndgiri 
were not quite free from it, and that, therefore, it behoved them to get rid of it. 
He promised to render valuable help to the boys in the mafter of securing a 
play-ground for physical sports. We approve of the courteous and conciliatory. 


ss : attitude adopte ec by she District Raviatntentent of Police i in the matter. 
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A: Native Chief said to 
have deprived his brother of 
- his Jaghir without trial or 
' charge. 
Gujar@ts (108), 10th Apr., 
_ Eng. cols. 


69. Is it a fact that one of our most important Native States has already 


paid the Bombay Government the compliment of 
imitating what is done in the Natus’ case? If what 
we hear be true, the brother of a ruling Chief has, 
without trial or charge, been deprived of his Jaghir 
of five vi , two of which have been made Khalsa 
and three placed under attachment. What makes 
the imitation more complete is.:that at first the 


personal property also of this Chief’s brother was attached. Lord Sandhurst has 
declared that it was done inadvertently in the case of the Natu brothers 


‘and their personal property was restored. Similarly the 
the Chief’s brother was placed at first under attachment and 


been restored to him. 


personal property of 


has recently 


We hear that some clever men in the State in question 


are already pluming themselves on the ease with which they have triumphed 
over a political enemy. We wonder if Lord Sandhurst had ever dreamt 


that he would so soon receive so embarrassing a compliment! 


We have 


nothing to do with the merits of the case; but in the interests of the sub- 
jects of Native States we draw attention tothe method. It is a formidable 
instrument in the hands of rival parties which Lord Sandhurst’s Government 


has furnished. 


70. A correspondent of the Sudhdrak, writing from Murud (Janjira), 


Barbarous ceremony of 
hacking a buffalo to death 
performed annually at Murnd 
(Janjira)on the full moonday 
of Chaitra, and a request for 


- jts discontinuance, 


Sudharak (21), 11th Apr. 


Reported raiding of the 
village of Jamka in the Juné- 
gad State. 

Kathiaw@r Times (6), 13th 
Apr, 


Death of Kavi Dalpatram 
Dahyabhai, O©,1.E. 

Hitechchhu (140', 14th 
Apr. | 


describes in horrid detail the barbarous ceremony of 
brutally torturing a buffalo to death performed at 
that place on the full moon day of Chaitra every year, 
He says that the sight is too revolting to be witnessed 
in this century of enlightenment, and prays that the 
ceremony should be put a stop to by some champion 
of refinement and humanity. 


71. A. report reaches us from Jundgad that a 
band of about 17 Maiyas raided a village of Jamka 
(Jundgad) about the end of the last week, A 
tracking party was despatched there and it is reported 
that some of the suspected characters have been 


brought down to Junagad. 
72. Most of the Gujarati papers of this and the- 


previous week notice with deep regret the death of 


Kavi Dalpatram Déhydbhdi, C.I.E., the blind poet of 
Gujarat, which event occurred on 25th March. Some 


of them contain sympathetic notices of the poet’s 


career in life, 


a B. V. JOSHI, : 
Acting Reporter on the Native Press. 


Office of the Reporter on the Native Press, 


com & 8-—8 


New Secretariat, Bombay, 19th April 1898. 
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paper in the above list is printed in brackets after the name. 


©, The system of spelling vernacular words followed by the Reporter is the same as that adopted in the 
Official Spelling List of the Bombay rey: One peculiar feature of this system is that wnen the fone (a Sf 
er d) is the last letter of a word, the accent is left out, and the short a(% =u in gun) is, to prevent confusion, 
never placed at the end of a word, This rule has been strictly followed, except that when the short a appears to be 
absolutely necessary to complete the pronunciationof a word, asin Arunodaya or the well-known Mitra, it is printed 
with a mark over it to indicate that it isshort, thus—-d, . 


D. The figures giving the circulation or number of copies published [of each newspaper and periodical as 
farnished by the proprietor, are not guaranteed as accurate, and in some instances must be male" with caution, 


7 
Politics ana the Public Administration. 


1. The methods of Russian administration have grown to be the fashion 
| now-a-days in India. Wedo not refer to the Press 
_ Alleged adoption of Rus- Gagging Act, which, we have been told, is both 
ae eg of government similar and opposed to the English law of sedition. 
Phenix (8), 16th Apr. But we refer to the Criminal Procedure Act, in which 
what has been called by previous Viceroys as a 
counsel of perfection—we mean, the separation of judicial from executive 
functions—has been set at naught, and, in disregard of British principles, 
additional power added to the executive elbow under the apparent belief that, 
as the executive are absolutely perfect, it is necessary to make them perfectly | 
absolute. Then there is the imprisonment of the Natu brothers and the refusal 
to place them on their trial because there is no evidence against them. Indians 
have been pretty long enjoying the chastening influence of British rule, and 
being accustomed to it they object to its abandonment for Russian methods of 
government. There is such a thing as Habeas Corpus, and its suspension and 
violation in any country which is supposed to be ruled by Great Britain cannot 
be tolerated. We need scarcely say that we are not opposed to the existence of 
British rule in India, but British rule on Russian principles is what we feel 
disposed to walk away from. If it be sedition to say so, there is no help. 


2. In the time of the East India Company there was effective control and 
: supervision in England over the doings of the Com- 
Present policy of the Indian pany’s officials in India. But since the transfer of India 
Government and the alleged yom the Company to the Crown, this British check 
indifference of Parliament. - seep. fhe : ? 
“Indu Prakésh (15), 18th Upon the Indian administration has been wholly taken 
Apr. away and the India Office and theSupreme Government 
in India have been, between them, managing things as 
they like. The Indian officials do not hesitate to carry matters with a high 
hand, because there is no one in Parliament to criticise their autocratic doings. 
We need not go far in search of illustrations to establish our contention. The 
House of Commons twice passed a resolution condemning the principle of 
the Contagious Diseases Acts, as the House thought it was a positive shame 
for a British administration to undertake the immoral task: of pandering 
to the brutal lust of the British soldier. Similarly the House passed a resolution 
in 1893 in favour of simultaneous Civil Service Examinations on the motion of 
Mr. Paul. Have we derived the least benefit from that resolution? We © 
thought up to this time that.the British Parliament held paramount sway over 
the vast British dominions, but it seems that the India Government and the 
India Office have deposed the House of Commons from that lofty position. It 
is really surprising that the members of Parliament should remain indifferent 
towards the present policy of the Indian Government, which is calculated to 
bring a stigma upon the British nation. Itis the duty of Parliament to see 
that all parts of the empire are administered smoothly. The wicked and un- 
desirable laws passed this year by Lord Elgin’s Government are scarcely calculated 
to awaken our gratitude. The invidious distinction made between the black 
and the white skin is similarly not conducive to create a feeling of reverence 
in us. If our country unfortunately continues to be administered on the _ 
present lines we shall come to think that we are under the rule of Aurangzeb. 
The British Parliament alone can save us from our present troubles. Let if, 
for instance, examine minutely the new law of sedition passed by Lord Elgin 
and look into the evasive replies given by Lord George Hamilton to the various 
questions asked in Parliament. Would that there had,been living now a states- 
man like Edmund Burke to rouse the British Parliament by his heart-stirring 
eloquence fror its profound torpor and to awaken it to its duty towards India ! 


8. The Kesari, writing in a similar strain, traces’ the alleged afilic- 

| tions of India to the indifference of Parliament and 
Kesari (54), 19th Apr. — ohserves:—The iniquities perpetrated in India last 
year induce us to ask the question ‘ Who is India’s protector?’ The British have, 
no doubt, put astop to all anarchy in the land, established a peaceful 
government, and promoted commerce and industries, but then a steady deteri- 
oration is observable in the personnel of the administration. The present race 
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of officers differs radically from that of their predecessors in power. When the 
Government of India was transferred fromthe Company to the Crown great 
hopes were entertained that the administration would be carried on strictly on 
the principles of justice and righteousness. But we have been completely dis- 
appointed. Autocracy is rampant throughout the country. Nominally the 
Parliament is the final tribunal to enquire into our grievances, but it has proved 
itself unwilling to discharge that responsibility. There is nota single earnest 
and influential member in that assembly ready to espouse the cause of this 
country. England has become great and powerful mainly through her possession 
of India, and if India fails to secure any champion in England to espouse her 
cause at the British Court, what are we to say of English gratitude? We want 
Parliament to become more inquisitive about the condition of India and to see 


. that justice is done to her. If it will continue its present indifference and neglect 


this duty, poor India will have no protector. 


4. At the annual meeting of the Countess of Dufferin Fund, Lord Elgin 
announced that he would be leaving India early 
His Excellency Lord Elgin jn December next. The announcement has only 
9 Prabhas (or en A rejoiced the people of India. How could it do 
ei atte. (0H), sth Apro otherwise? It isa matter for regret that the son 
: of so worthy a statesman and a representative. of the 
Liberal party in England should fail to earn the love and gratitude of the Indian 
people. But Lord Elgin’s case is peculiarly illustrative of the fact that, in a 
statesman, illustrious descent or professed creed in politics is no sure pledge 
of a sagacious and benign policy. Lord Elgin in India has been a type of the 
very worst Anglo-Indians. 


5. His Excellency Lord Elgin proposes to retire next winter, and we 
heartily congratulate His Lordship on this very wise 
and discreet choice. Personally and in his private 
dealings he has been a man of a very exemplary type of character. There is no 
denying this fact. He has never in his life used one harsh word against his 
political opponents. He has been to them the very pink of courtesy and suavity. 
But as a Viceroy, we are very sorry to have to say, he has failed to give 


Phenix ($8), 20th Apr. 


‘satisfaction. When he was appointed the ruler of these realms, we hailed the 


tidings with jéy. He had voted for Irish Home Rule, and we were in hopes 
that he would try to forward the cause of representative government in India. 
What was our disappointment when he shattered all these hopes and showed his 
determination to swear by the Anglo-Indian bureaucrat’s creed? When the 
Ministry which appointed him went out of power, we thought and hoped 
that he would resign. We thought that, being a Liberal, he might not have 
any liking to be at the beck and call of a Conservative Secretary or State. We 
were, of course, again disappointed. It grieves us, indeed, to. the very core of our 
heart to have te write thus of a nobleman whom we respect and revere, but the 
honest truth has to be spoken. Lord Elgin has proved himself a placeman—that 
is the verdict which. history will pronounce on his reign. 


6. Much speculation is rife as to who will sticceed Lord Elgin in the 
eb Viceroyalty of India, and several names, includin 
Higbeon the Duke af Cre. those of some mediocre politicians, little known fo 

ghness the Duke of Con- arid ; ; 

naught as the next Viceroy fame, are mentioned. What India wants at present 
ofIndiadesired. - = is not a very clever man, but a very sympathetic and 

: pemiaeant Haws (115), strong man, capable of exercising his own indepen- 
Ae ae Fe: Be dent judgment. And as more sympathetic men than 
the members of our English Royal family are scarcely, to be found, let the Indian 
nation unite and beg Her Majesty to send out her own son, the noble Duke of 
Connaught, as Viceroy of India, Noselection could be better and no man more 
acceptable to the people of this great Empire than he. — 


7. The Champion refers to the statements in the Lnglishman that when 
Se Afridi Jirgahs heard that Sir William 
-Ramorks: u: the cee ven Lockhart, with whom but a short while ago they 
to General Lockhart by Were pitting their strength in the terrible game of 
Afridi Jirgahs at the Peshese war, was about to go away, they assembled in a 
age ovis a oy otah A body at the railway station to bid him an enthusiastic 
| Champion (2), 17th Apr. farewell at Peshawar, and that it was with difficulty 


. 
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are frontier politics reduced ! 


8. In alluding to the question put by Sir Henry Roberts in Parliament 

3 regarding the comparison alleged to have been made 

a a Dee woe hw) “ by Sir A. Mackenzie, the late Lieutenant-Governor of 
officers towards the Natives. eDgal, between certain classes of Natives and jays, 
Shri Saydji Vijaya (118), kites and vultures, the Shri Saydji Vijaya writes: —The 
20th Apr. 3 Anglo-Indian officers have become very wild, because 
they use very vulgar language when speaking of the 
Natives. It is a disgrace to them that they should be shameless and so ungrate- 


ful towards the people at whose expense they fatten. 


9, This year’s budget contains figures showing the amounts of suspensions 
and remissions of land revenue sanctioned last year on 
Policy of Government as account of famine, It goes without saying that the 
regards suspensions and re- amount of suspensions will be recovered to the last pie 
missions of land revenue. ° . P 
Native Opinion (17), 21s, m0 the current year. Properly speaking, the rayat 
Apr. , requires pecuniary help in the current year to buy fresh 
plough cattle and implements of husbandry. But the 
Government will not, it appears, help him in that way. They will, on the con- 
trary, exact from him relentlessly the arrears of the last year’s assessments. 
They had adopted this Shylock policy in the famine of 1877-78 and it seems that 
they aro going to follow a similar policy this year. Sir James Westland has drawn 
a gloomy picture of the agricultural prospects of this year, and the information 
supplied by the ‘ trustworthy ’ village officials will confirm Government in the 
same view. We hope that some Arthur Young would arise in the country to dis- 
pel the delusion of Government. We know full well that Government will not 
knowingly approve a policy which will entail indescribable hardships upon 
the cultivator, but it is beyond doubt that in practice the rayat will be subjected 
to such hardships owing to the doings of the executive officers. We hope that 
Government will keep an eye on the acts of such officers. British rule has 
conferred many blessings upon India, but in the matter of land assessments 
we feel compelled to observe that the rayats fared much better in pre-British 
times than they do at present. The Famine Commission has graciously 
recorded its opinion that the amount of suspensions should: not be collected 
when such collection would press hard upon the rayat. But the opinion of the 
Commission will remain on paper. The Collector, who is the judge in such 
matters, is not expected to take the lamentable condition of the rayat into 
consideration. There is always a deficit in the Government treasury and the 
Government is always anxious to have as much revenue as possible. We hope 
the true condition of the rayats will be enquired into and laid before the Gov- 
ernment by some independent non-official member in the Legislative Council. 


10. A glance at the last weekly season and crop report shows that the 
| i prospects are far more cheering all round than they 
Gurdkhi (46), ith Apr. = Were at this time last year. There is apparently no fear 


10. 


of famine. But.then, though the outturn of the crops is excellent, the rayat 
will receive very little out of it as his share, since he will have first to satisfy the 
exorbitant demands of the Sarkar and of the usurious money-lender, Our heart 
bleeds for the pitiable condition of the rayat. The benign British Government has 

become so hard-hearted that in spite of the severe distress caused by the famine 

of last year it has not remitted a pie of its land revenue and has recovered all out- 

standings by putting up thousands of holdings for sale. How mean it is on the 

part of Government to show its hard-heartedness by refusing remissions of land 
revenue to the rayat even tothe extent of 5 or 10 thousand rupees, when it wastes 
away lakhs for nothing! Vast amountsof money have been drained away to 
England from India during the last fifty years. It isa great pity that the greed 
of our money-loving Government should not be satisfied, though thousands of 
‘European officers have amassed money to their heart’s content. The Govern- 
ment only is anxious to collect as much money as it can and is indifferent about 
everything else. If redress is not to be had even after loud and incessant 

prayers to obtain the same, is it needful to say that the policy of the Govern- 
ment is like that of the Moguls? 


11. We have carefully read Sir W. Wedderburn’s lecture on “ Agricul- 
| tural Banks for India’’ before the East India Associa- 
Approval of Sir W. Wed- tion, and any one who has perused it without any 


baking : ae cali Posie political bias against the lecturer cannot but come 


-n India. to the conclusion that the practical experiments in 
Rest Goftér (117), 17th connection with the banks, which he has been advo- 
Apr., Eng. cols. cating for more than fifteen years, deserve the best 


attention of the Government. As shown by Sir 
William, agricultural banks have been a success on the continent, and if the 
scheme has proved successful in one part of the world, itstands to reason that 
with necessary adaptations it shall be successful in India. 


12. Those of our readers who remember Sir William Wedderburn’s career 
as an Indian official must know of the strenuous efforts 
Champton (2), 17th Apre which he made to establish agricultural banks in 
India, and how, after infinite trouble, his scheme was shelved by some one at 
the India Office. We believe the Indian Government are about to legislate on 
this matter, but they take a very long time about it—they are much quicker 
with Sedition Billsk—and Sir William’s lecture, which he recently delivered in 
England, may help to direct the attention of the public in the right direction. 
The lecture in question appears in India, and, since it seems to have been burked 
by all our dailies (how they do love Sir William !), we shall be doing a duty 
in drawing attention to it. It is not necessary to go into the details of Sir 
William’s scheme; any one can read all about them at the rooms of the 
Bombay Presidency Association, It will do to state that similar plans have been 
tried in Germany, Italy, Egypt, and, we believe, in Turkey, in which countries 
they have proved successful. As Sir William states, the time for controversy 
is past ; let us experimentalise now. | 


.18. There is a consensus of opinion among all classes as to the good the 
< a a aa agricultural banks are expected to do, and the only 
Aue. Eo é: ~_ (17), thing necessary to give effect.to the scheme and to see 

- how it works is the sanction of the Secretary of State 
for India. ‘ Lord George Hamilton has the good of the Indian rayat at heart, as 
he has often expressed himself to that effect. Let him therefore make up his mind 

to give his sanction to a proposal which has met with universal approbation, and. 
“which, but for the opposition of the India Office, might have been carried out 
twelve yearsago. Lord George’s latest assurance to usin this respect tells us that 

he is only waiting for a favourable opportunity and more peaceful times. We 
ean hardly understand Lord George’s waiting for an opportunity. Opportunities 
never come to the sluggish and the unwilling... We hope Lord George will not 
trifle with the subject any longer. The condition of the rayat in India has for 
years past been going from bad to worse, andif the Government will not see its 
way to a him in time it will be equally ruinous to the rayat and the Gov- 


° 
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14, We have observed with pain the several attempts made by corres- 
Attempts made by corres PoOndents in India to mislead public opinion in Eng- 
pondents in India to mislead land on matters important both to the Government 
public opinion in England. and the people. We owe to these mischief-mongers 
‘ Re ve Sayajt Vijaya (118), the ill-advised State prosecutions, the retrograde 

ar Apts Ming. Cols. and unstatesmanlike law of sedition, and the general — 
want of trust and confidence between the Europeans and the Natives. For, 
we are now told by those who are ina position to know -the:truth that the 
ill-advised measures were the result of a mandate from England, and that the 
responsible ministers in England were completely thrown off their balance by 
tne mischievous and sensational telegrams sent from here to some English 
journals. We cannot, therefore, be too thankful to the Anjuman-i-Islam of 
Bombay for their prompt and resolute action in compelling Reuter’s Agency to 
eat their own words and to flatly contradict their previous false megsage. A 


timely exposure has saved an amount of harm, and the Anjuman deserves much 
credit for setting an excellent example. 3 


15. “Knock and it will open”’’ is one of the precepts inculcated in the 
heel site povsne The wisdom and oy utility ‘~ it sor ave eames 
everyday experience. It may not as yet have escaped 

ca of oar 7 the leachios of our readers that the authorities of the 
the Thomason Engineering Thomason Engineering College at Rurkee recently 
College at Rurkee. promulgated rules prohibiting the admission of stu- 
ooh Apres = (118), Gents of purely Asiatic origin from the presidencies of 

Cen aA Bombay and Madras and thereby depriving them: of 
the benefit of certain reserved appointments in the Public Works Department. 
‘The Bombay Presidency Association as well as the Indian Association of 
Calcutta strongly protested against the injustice of the rule and the protests 
have borne fruit. Though no formal replies have been vouchsafed to these 
public bodies, the objectionable rules appear to have been abrogated. We 
gather this from the question asked to, and the reply given by, the Secretary 
of State in this connection. | : ; : 


16. The Champion prints a petition alleged to have been forwarded by 
: the wife of the elder Natu to the House of Com- 
_ Remarks on the arrestand mons, and observes :—This petition will be enough 
detention in custody of the ’ fox the public this week, but we can assure our read-. 
gee bce: vig” | d the information that 
Champion (2), 17th Apr,  €t8 that we have not yet exhauste ion tha 
has come into our hands. So far as we can judge, 
the episode of the arrest of these two men is one of the most scandalous in British 
administration. ‘There seems, so far as we can discover, to be very little excuse 
for the arrest of the elder Natu, even accepting Lord George’s last version of the 
business, 4nd, as to the younger one, so far as we can tell; there is absolutely 
nothing against him, more than that his personal appearance is somewhat similar 
to the description given by Mrs. Ayerst of the man who hung behind her carriage 
on that terrible night of murder. We cannot understand how His Excellency 
Lord Sandhurst, a Radical of Radicals, can have allowed himself to have been 
betrayed into such an awful blunder, and until he sets these men free or proves 
something against them, his position in the English Liberal party will be exceed- 
ingly uncomfortable. And what is of greater importance, while these unfortu- 
nates are in prison, His Excellency cannot claim the attribute so dear to all Eng- 
lishmen—justice before everything. Weare quite prepared to admit that in the 
matter of the plague His Lordship’s position was an awkward one, and we, 
with other honest men, are willing to sympathise with him; but in the affair 
of the Natus, we simply cannot understand him. Lord Sandhurst is not a 
doll, and, granting he thought he was acting correctly when he arrested these 
men, he need not keep them in prison mow. He can resign if there be no other 
way to clear himself, and Lord George Hamilton would then be obliged to 
do something. At present, and every one knows it, this Tory Secretary of State 
is hiding behind a fadical Peer, and whenever he is attacked he has only to cry 
out, ‘Oh, Lord Sandhurst isa Liberal, and surely you can trust him.’ Lord 
eorge is artful and this isan ingenious method of escaping criticism. Lord 


George is artful and 1 nethod of escapin, a. Lord 
Sandhiuret thus owes it to himself and'to his party that he should deprive, and 


3 
wy 


at once, this Tory place-hunter of his : sole excuse. 
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17, Mrs, Natu’s petition to the House of Commons will, no sage be Loy 

with peculiar interest. One cannot help sympathi- 

Pig, pg cedar zing ith the unfortunate petitioner, and her tears, 

ae in we think, must melt even the hardest of hearts. 

She has said in her petition everything that could be said in her husband’s 

.favour, and it is so clearly and feelingly put that one that runs may read and 

be convinced of the innocence of the Natus. Let us hope her pathetic appeal to 

the chivalrous Britjsh nation will produce the desired effect. We think some- 

thing must also be done to persuade the Women’s Liberal Federation to plead 
in behalf of their unfortunate Indian sister. | : | 


18. The petition is nicely drawn up. Although a woman by nature, 
Deve Mrs, Natu has not begged any favour, but has asked 
nya nodaya (14), 21st Apre sustice from the Commons. If the latter do not feel 
disposed to give her the justice she has asked for, she requests that she be allowed 
to remain in prison with her husband, It remains to be seen how the House of 
Commons disposes of the petition. : 


19, The Natus have been denied access to their legal advisers. That was what 

Lord George Hamilton said on the 3rd March. Now 

we want to know if Government can withhold profes- 

, sional assistance from the Natus. The latter are in 
the position of accused persons. Under what law can they be denied legal 
advice? The meanest thief is entitled ‘to vindicate his innocence with such 
legal help as he can get. These unfortunate men are in confinement for an 
offence under a regulation, which at least in the opinion of Government is 

' very serious. If so, why are they denied access to their legal advisers? Is that 
in accordance with the principles of English or Indian jurisprudence? Is that 
in accord with the traditions of British rule? Is it in harmony with the princi-. 
ples of British justice? Let those who are now responsible for the continued 
detention of the two Sardars answer these questions, Their deportation and 
imprisonment has shocked not only the Deccan, but the whole country. Does 
Lord Sandhurst believe in the heart of his hearts that the release of the Natus 
to-morrow would disturb public tranquillity P They are certainly not the -idols 
of the populace. If they had commanded such enormous influence over the 
people, their very deportation would have led to a disturbance of public peace. 
A great responsibility rests upon the shoulders of Lord Sandhurst in regard to 

the further detention of the Natu brothers. It is no less in the case of his 
colleagues. Perhaps it is greater. | 


Gujarat (108), 17th Apr., 
pg. Cols. 


20. In answer to a question in Parliament Lord George Hamilton said 

that he did not know of any intention on the part of 

_ Withdrawal of the addi- the Government of Bombay to rescind or niodify the 

tional police at Poona recom- order imposing a punitive police on Poona. We hope 
mended. ; ° , , 

Indian Spectator (4), 17th this does not mean that no such intention exists. 

Apr. The man who perpetrated the murders of the Jubilee 

. ‘night will be hanged soon; and now, at any rate, it 

would be pure obstinacy to continue on Poona the burden and odium of the 

punitive police. Lord Sandhurst’s Government would therefore be taking both 


a just and politic step by altogether withdrawing the punitive force now. 


1 21.° The Bombay Government must be by this time clearly convinced 
= alia wsiiitdinas of the fatuity of the serious step taken by them in 
—- eee ah Pry June last in a moment of panic. We doubt, however, : 
ae whether the Government would act up to its conviction, as it would neces- 
Be sarily mean withdrawal from a position once held, and would, therefore, involve 
loss of prestige. The origin of the measure was in profound ignérance as to the 
responsibility of the crimes of the Jubilee night. Its continuance in the days 
of the plague was, if anything, more ridiculous. Poona was lifeless like a 
corpse and the presence of the punitive police in her streets was an outrage upon 
her peace. In times of afflictionand misery, in peace and quiet, in the hour of 
ral jubilation and co-operation on the part of the Poona people, in times fair 
foul, the punitive mee have been for the past ten months disfiguring the 
treets of Poona and disgracing its citizens like a hereditary curse. The puni- 
tive police as a protection was uncalled for ; the punitive police as a punishment 
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was undeserved and inflicted without hearing or trial. Later events have only 


emphasised the egregiousness of the blunder and cut away the small ground 
upon which Government meant to stand for justification; and yet, simply 
because Government have done the mistake, they seem to be continuing it. 
A useless establishment is absorbing the money much needed for other and 
more useful purposes ; and the responsibility for this abuse will not in the least 


be diminished even if in the end Government, and not the Poona Municipality, 
pays the bill. 


22. 'The question is — raised in many quarters as to whether Govern- 

3 ment is going to keep on the punitive police at Poona 
tie on. (14), 21st Apr, tor the two years cilleslly inane When the 
punitive police was quartered on Poona it was thought 
that the state of public feeling made it necessary, but later events have not 
proved the necessity and it can hardly be said that that: punishment is any 
longer needed. It is ‘not a very easy thing for Government to withdraw from 
its order to keep the police there for two years. But justice is more important 
than consistency, and to actin harmony with changed circumstances is more 
necessary than to appear infallible, | | 


23. Damodar Hari Chapekar was executed at the Yerrowda Jail this 


morning amidst a crowd of Huropean spectators and. 


Remarks in connection with g handful of relatives of the condemned man, who were 
the execution of Damodar 


pe esa present there to perform their last religious duty 
Dayle Prakdsh (3), 18th towards the parted soul. The fate of Damodar was 
Apr., Eng. cols, not undeserved, and it is satisfactory to see that the 


ends of justice were fully met. The enlightened 
Native public can never feel any sympathy for such fanatics as Damodar, whose 
black deed has only served to embitter the feelings of the ruling race against 
their Native fellow-subjects in India and to widen the already existing gulf 
between them. It is therefore impossible to look upon a man who brought 
so great a disaster upon the country without a feeling of disgust. There can 
be no two opinions about the fact that Damodar wasa misdirected youth, and 
having once entertained a feeling of dissatisfaction against particular British 
officers he found it impossible to retrace his steps. It is not improbable also 
that he had grievances against certain officers. But the way in which he 
sought redress for them was not at all wise. Asevery one must admit, he 
possessed excellent parts, and had the way been opened for him into the British 
army he would have made a fine soldier. But luck had ordained for hima 
different course, and so what was admirable in him took a different turn and at 
last brought him to the gallows, 


24. Damodar Chapekar was hanged in the Yerrowda Jail this morning. 
He tried hard to have the capital sentence passed on 
him reduced, but without success. He had drawn up 
a petition to the Queen, but the Government refused to 
forward it to England. There is much difference of opinion among lawyers as to 
the legal soundness of the decision arrived at in Chapekar’s case by Messrs. 
Parsons and Ranade, J.J. We still hold that the learned Judges ignored some 
important principles of law in arriving at that decision. No doubt, Chapekar 
has been hanged for the murders of Messrs. Rand and Ayerst, but there is no 
general conviction in the popular mind that he was the real murderer. If any 
one, who did not believe in the guilt of Chapekar, had been present at his execu- 


. . 


Indu Prakeésh (15), 18th 
Apr. 


tion, he would necessarily have been reminded of Charudatta mercilessly sentenced . 


to be hanged on a charge of murder by that meanest wretch of a king, Palaka. 
Chapekar maintained a bold attitude till the last and he met his fate on the 
gallows with the Bhagavatgita in hand. 


95. Those who clung to the hope that Chapekar would indulge in some 
: oe nonsense at the foot of the gallows must 
Kesari (54), 19th Apr. have been disappointed to learn that he did nothing 

of the kind, His death must have convinced the Bombay Government. that 

the murders of Messrs. Rand and Ayerst were not the outcome of a conpiracy 

‘and that Chapekar perpetrated the deeds through sheer fanaticism. If Chape- 

kar did tanally commit the murders, his execution was just and proper; 
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but if he did not, we must say he himself proved his worst enemy. The 
yeasons which induced him to confess are now, we believe, sealed for ever with 
his death. But it is said that Clapekar entertained some peculiar feeling 
towards Mr. Brewin. He professed friendship with the latter at first, but at the 
time of his trial before the sessions these relations were reversed. The detectives 
are fond of personal fame and we believe Mr. Brewin’s name will be ever remem- 
bered with Chapekar’s. There is no doubt that Chapekar astonished the people 
. in this world. He will, of course, obtain true justice from a higher tribunal, 
| but the pity of it is that that will never be known by this confounded world of 
ours. | 


26. Though all persons think that gross injustice was done to Chapekar 
lee ce. . in charging him with the murder of Messrs. Rand and 
Gora’phs (40), 206h Apr. Ayerst, they dare not question the rightness of the 

decision of the High Court through fear of the new law of sedition. But then 
we want to know whether Government have thought of the possibility that the 
real murderer, a Native or a European as the case may be, might be found 
out some day, and then it would be too late for them to undo the injustice 
done by hanging Chapekar or to compensate his relatives adequately for their 
loss. Suggestions were made from various quarters that the Government 
should commute Chapekar’s capital sentence to one of transportation for life, 
3 but the Bombay Government, which is noted for its indifference, did not choose 
to pay any heed to these ; 


27. In alluding to the execution of Damodar Hari Chapekar the Jdm-e- 
; | Jamshed writes:—The educated Natives, and especially 
Pi Jém-e-Jamshed (141), 20th the people of Poona, are to a certain extent thankful 
pr-; Bombay Samdchér tn Sie’ Sines ‘Hewes ig er fe hy 
(127), 19th Apr. | ° < y Trewin an € other omcers wno 
| succeeded in arresting Damodar Chapekar, the real 
author of the Jubilee night murders. We appeal to Lord Sandhurst that as 
the educated Natives, especially the Poona Marathas, have now been found 
innocent of the murders, it would be better to take an early opportunity to 
withdraw the punitive police from Poona. We assure Government that by 
doing so their prestige would not suffer in the least, but, on the contrary, the 
natives of India would think very highly of the justice and kindness of the 
British. [The Bombay Samdchdr aiso expresses similar sentiments. | 


28. With regard to the enquiry by Mr. Herbert Roberts as to whether the 
sda ee | State Secretary. would consider the desirability of 
Phe sega shooting of Na- issuing an order that no soldier should be permitted 
“Mahodtta (7), 17th Apr, | '0 carry fire-arms or ammunition in places where 
he was out of control of his officers, Lord George 
stated that shooting passes are only given to men of good character and. 
under very stringent regulations, and that he’ was not disposed to. prohibit 
the practice. Wedonot know exactly what Lord George means by good 
character, but surely recklessness, we suppose, does not form part of it; and 
as a shooting pass was given to a man of Gunner Piper’s character, the 
statement that shooting passes are only given to men of good character must 
evidently be taken at some discount. Even when the security of Native life is 
pitted directly against the sport of soldiers, our State Secretary does not think it 
desirable to control the practice of giving passes by such reasonable safe- 
: as Mr. Roberts proposed. We never expected that Lord George would 
ee show ouly this sort of kin dness in return for the huge salary that he draws 
|. + from the Indian treasury. : 
ae 29. The outrage committed by the two soldiers of the Durham Light 
a Infantry at Poona last week is one of those lamentable 
Indian Spectator (4), 17th instances which have come to notice in retty swift 
A. - guecession of late. A tailor sitting in his shop was 
wantonly injured in the arm by the discharge of a shot from an. air-gun. 
Driving off from that place, a sweeper and a woman were as wantonly shot at 
OD ured. Of course, no one can reasonably expect either the Government 


the itiitary authorities to be able to prevent such incidents altogether, since 
they not rarely happen through drunkenness and the excitement caused by 
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wild ‘propensities on the part of the British soldier. But both Government and 
those directly responsible to the public for the good conduct of these men can 
do something towards making such cases of mischief as rare as could be. Lord’ 
George Hamilton, when recently questioned by Mr. Herbert Roberts, whether 
in view of the genera) state of unrest in the country he would consider the 
desirability of issuing an order that no soldier shall be permitted to carry 
firearms or ammunition in a place where he is out of control of his officers, 
replied that passes were only given to men of good charavter and under very 
stringent regulations, and that he was not disposed to prohibit this practice. 
If Lord George is not disposed to adopt this reasonable suggestion, he can at 
least see that the stringent regulations he believes to be in existence are always 
obeyed, and that the standard of good conduct:is not merely the right to wear 
the Queen’s uniform. And what about the correspondence, which the editor ot 
a Poona contemporary was told the Bombay Government was carrying on with 
the Government of India on the subject? It is time now, anyhow, to do 
something in the matter, for such outrages, apart from the danger to Native life, 
are fast becoming a scandal from the point of view of discipline in the army. 


30. It is reported that Private M’cGurk of the Durham Light Infantry 
ate shot two Native men and a woman with an air-gun 
ee in the streets of the Poona Cantonment. This is pines 
more incident of fatal sport on the part of the British soldiers. It seems im- 
possible to take sufficient precautions against the soldiers recklessly injuring 
Native life.- Even if you prevent them from shooting in the jungles by with- 
holding passes, they would do their pleasure in public streets in broad daylight ; 
so in every way the harm cannot be prevented. 


31, Scarcely a month has elapsed since Piper’s acquittal, and we already 

Indu Prakésh (18), 18th hear of a soldier shooting three Natives with an air- 

Aes. as ala. ) gun in broad daylight at Poona. Is there no remedy 
for the European’s thirst for Native blood ? 


32, Whether Messrs. Rand and Ayerst were murdered by or at the instiga- 

| tion of Chapekar, still it is clear that the spirited 

4s Disapproval of the celebra- addresses delivered at the Shivaji celebrations stir up 
on of the Shivaji festival. . ye : 

Dnydnodaya (14), 2ist the minds of young boys and incite them to commit 

Apr. such daring deeds. The imprisonment of Tilak is the 
result of speeches delivered at the Shivaji festival. 

Government may not prohibit such festivals, still if the people suffer on their 
account, should the latter not dispense with them altogether? No evil has ever 

resulted from the celebrations held in honour of saints like Ramdas and T'ukaram 

for a long time past, but Shivaji being a pclitical personage, celebrations in his 
honour are likely to produce an undesirable impression on the minds of the 
young generation. Considering our present position we cannot fitly copy the 

example of other countries in the matter of hero-worship. 


83. We are giad to learn that the annual Shri Shivaji festival is going 
"to be celebrated as usual in Poona. The authorities, 

P gs Shivaji festival Justi- it may be easily believed, must have regarded the 
Wikidite (7), 17th Apr. prosecution of the Kesar: and the conviction of its 
oe editor as having hermetically sealed the fate of the 

Shri Shivaji movement in India. It is natural that they should have thought 
their grand coup de etat of last year to be of such a striking force as must for 
ever paralyse the activity of the advocates of the Shivaji festival. The facts, 
however, prove that the authorities had rather exaggerated notions of their own 
wer as they had certainly mistaken notions about the real character of the 
hivaji movement. They will therefore receive a rude awakening when they 
come to know that the Shivaji festival has not been given up by the Poona 


people as expected by them. To the lesser authorities, the local police and 


the brood of detectives the prospect of a coming Shivaji festival will be 


7 na 
. 


eatly stimulating. At the very utterance of the words ‘ Shivaji festival in- 


Poona’ they may prick their ears and look interested and pleased. To the real 
advocate ct the Shivaji movement, however, the prospect of the coming Shivaji 


festival appeals in a far different manner. They regard the festival only ase 
con 121—5 — | 
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matter of course. To them there is nothing unusual or sensational about it.. 
They have always regarded it as a clear duty to perform that festival, and they: — 
must perform it whether the difficulties in its way are created by a malignant, 
plague or a threatening Government. We believe we are speaking this not) 
only on behalf of the Poona people, but on behalf of the large world of the 
supporters of the Shivaji movement in the mofussil. We are perfectly confident. 
that the Shivaji festival will be as heartily performed in the different towns 
and villages this year as it-was last year. The best way to convince Govern-. 
ment that they are in the wrong and wein the right is to persist in per- 
forming the festival till time and their own good sense will cure them of their 
jealous fears. /‘There is nothing clearer than that we are wedded to the British 
rule for ever; and yet we have begun to feel the necessity of keeping green the 
memory of Shivaji who founded the Maratha Empire. In fact, loyalty to 
Shivaji is not incompatible with loyalty to the British rule, but it is, if anything, 
only serviceable as strengthening that loyalty. Itis impossible for us to go back 
to the times when the Marathas enjoyed an independent empire. Our ideal 
now is to be the permanent citizens of the British Empire; and the object in 
resuscitating the memory of Shivaji is only to equip ourselves with those 
qualities, such as love of independence, which are pre-eminently the character- 
istics of good British citizenship. T'o those who object to the Shivaji festival 
and the Shivaji memorial movement generally we reply in the words used by 
Lord Rosebery in October last on the occasion of the Wallace celebration. 
It is no disparagement to our loyalty to British rule that we celebrate the 
memory of Shivaji. For us Shivaji does not represent anything inimical 
tothe British rule, but only the idea of a glorious Maratha Empire. On 
this ground the people of Maharashtra feel that there is nothing improper 
in remembering Shivaji. But the Government have put a ban upon the 
Shivaji movement, It has been tothem what a red rag isto a mad bull. They 
have caught the habit of running away in fright at it, as if they beheld in it the 
ruin of their glorious empire in this land. This does not speak well for their 
sense of proportion or propriety. That the Shivaji movement has a_ political 
character is altogether an absurd myth. ‘They are doing injustice both to the 
Government and to the people who think or suggest that the worship of Shivaji 
has anything to do with the subversion of British rule in India. We are really 
ashamed to see the Government of the present time actuated by the desire of 
obstructing such a legitimate and innocent thing as the Shivaji movement. We 
do not think, moreover, that this over-interfering policy of Government, if 
persisted in, would have an agreeable termination. 


34, From letters received. from various places, public opinion seems to 
rally, after some wavering, in favour of celebrating the 
Shivaji festival. ° The news that the Shivaji festival 
is going to be celebrated at many places this year will, 
no doubt, cause some surprise to the official class and 
the police will be all eyes and ears in search of some prey. But honest and loyal 
citizens need not at all be afraid on this score. If there is no sedition in their 
hearts, they may rest assured that it will not be found in their words. The 
celebration of the Shivaji festival is our duty as his descendants and is in no 
way incompatible with our loyalty to British rule. Even the Honourable Mr. 
Justice Strachey laid down in the Kesaré trial that the Shivaji movement was 
perfectly legitimate. This will, we hope, satisfy some timid souls among us. 
The Afzulkhan incident may not be referred to in the speeches and lectures, 
since it led to some unlooked for consequences last year, but there are innumer- 
_ able other incidents in Shivaji’s career which may be referred to and dilated 
‘upon with profit by his admirers. oon pcb id 
35. The Native Opinion also dwells upon the necessity and desirability 
Native Opinion (17), V7th of celebrating the birth anniversary of Shivaji at 
a “7 "~~ various places in the Maharashtra out of gratitude to 
7 Bes: the famous hero who conferred a number of deep obli- 
tions upon the country. The paper adds that in the present times of trouble 
and affliction, the celebration of the birth anniversary of Shivaji is peculiatl 
appropriate, and says that thereby the plague ‘as well-as the distrust whic! 
overnment feel about the people would vanish.- > Gee ee ee 


Comments on the celebra- 
tion of the Shivaji festival. 
Kesari (54), 5th Apr. 


. 
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36. The murders of two British officers in Poona, the riots in Sinnar 


Request to Government to latter city must have convinced Government that, 


dispense with all plague ;,-.73 . ; 4h.% 
nenwaree, in spite of their desire to make their plague measures 


Jagadhitechehhu (49), 16th Pleasing and agreeable to the people, they are not 


Apr. | really so. Although the enforcement of the measures 


has now been entrusted to the people, Government in- — 


sist that the measures should be carried out. Weare, however, convinced that no 
measures whatever are really necessary for suppressing the plague, which breaks 
out when it likes and subsides at its own sweet will, Government should take 
a lesson from this characteristic of the plague and save much unnecessary hard- 
ship to the people. If they will not do this, people will be obliged to indulge 
in acts of lawlessness, and the British administration will be robbedjof its reputa- 
tion as an administration of perfect peace. It can never be said that the 
people are riotous or fanatically inclined and the whole blame will ultimately 
fall on Government. We humbly request .Government to avoid such a con- 
tingency. | 


37. Wesee no reason why the quarantine imposed at various places in 

the presidency should not now be abolished. The. 

Request to Government to plague no longer prevails in.an epidemic form at Nagar, 
erage enrages ea Sholapur, Nasik, &C., and even in Bombay it is steadily 
Moda Vritt (66), 21st ie declining. The presidency proper may be said to be 
now fortunately getting out of the grip of the dread 
monster, so there is no necessity any longer to prolong the inconveniences caused 
‘to the people by quarantine. The system of quarantine has, as it were, tied 
down the people (to their respective towns and villages) and made them suffer 
‘an immense loss, We therefore hope that Government will attend to our 


suggestion. 


88. The wedding season of the Hindus has begun and will continue for 

i ae ae ol six weeks more. Last year no marriages were 

Modification of the rules celebrated among the Hindus as it wasa Sinhastha 
regarding detention desired : 

in the case of Hindu marriage ear, SO many more marriages fall to be celebrated 


parties going from one place this year than usual, The daughters of many parents . 


ida la have reached the maximum age limit beyond which 
Pon Sayajt Vyaye (118), marriage cannot be postponed according to the Hindu 

coe eee Shastras, and it is essential that such girls should be 
married this year. Now,. the Hindus, scattered as they are in various parts of 
the country, must travel from one place to another, if the marriages in their 
families are to be celebrated. But here is a great difficulty in the way. The 
quarantine rules impose restrictions and hence must come in the way of many 
a Hindu family wishing to celebrate a marriage in their midst. The auspicious 
days on which alone the ceremony of marriage can be performed are only a 
few in number and. consequently much inconvenience must result from the 
quarantine and surveillance rules. We accordingly request Government to 
relax these rules so as to give facilities for the celebration of Hindu marri- 


ages. 


89. Doctors very much oppress the people while doing plague duty 
and take bribes. . The people are aware of this, and 

Alleged oppression and newspaper editors, too, think of bringing the fact to 
Srey ae of doctors on the notice of Government. Butas eee Ae bi 
plagué duty. the burden of proof in such matters upon the editors 
18th Apr. site nea the wicked fi: of the doctors are not brought to 
light, people become discontented, and riots occur. 

‘If Government were minutely to investigate such matters, treating the editors 
merely as witnesses, hundreds of instances of corruption or oppression on the 


part of the doctors would be brought’ to light. Instead of doing any such © 


hey write from good motives. Happy the day when the misunderstanding 
eetn : in - the itd of Government officers about the motives of Native 
editors would be cleared up! Fil i aac: a devo bebics 


thing, Government simply vent their anger upon the poor editors even when 
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40. The speech delivered by Lord Sandhurst to the Girgaum and Maéndvi 
io eka Oi uals Committees on Tuesday last had mary points of 
New organisation of ward interest, short and evidently impromptu as it was. 
Bombay and His " Sodetcy It contained the first official declaration that the 
Lord Sandhurst’s speech to Plague Committee, as it exists at present, is to be 
Girgaum and Méndvi Com- shortly dissolved. Lord Sandhurst paid the members 
TA ‘Meanie (4), 1714p © COnstituting that body high compliments, and gave 
Poppet prarenal them credit for having worked disinterestedly, It 

| is unnecessary to scrutinize too carefully their claims 
to this, but we might well desire that the new organisation that 1s to succeed 
the Committee proves wiser—at least by experience—and more successful 
too, both in dealing with the plague and in dealing with the people. His 


‘Excellency asked the several committees to work with zeal and with a feeling 


of healthy rivalry. We are glad His Excellency could give the assurance that 


the European officers would always be sympathetic towards the new organisa- 


41. The Bombay Government has not yet replied to the letter of the 
Bombay Municipal Corporation requesting the aboli- 
Abolition of the Bombay tion of the Bombay Plague Committee. We do not 
—— Committee desired. know why Government should be so fond of the 
Native Opinion (17), 14th Co “tt Wok sale tas tt felled 3 ‘ 
Apr. mmittee. Not only has it failed in suppressing 
the plague, but squandered away ‘money at its will. 
The plague having run its course is naturally on the wane. Committees of 
volunteers in different wards are doing the work of searching houses as well as, 
if not better than, the Pl Committee. The rest of the work can be easily 
managed by the Municipality. To continue the Plague Committee any longer 
is unnecessarily to waste public money. His Excellency Lord Sandhurst will 
do well to abolish the Plague Committee. 


42. A correspondent writes :—The summer vacation, so wistfully looked 

: forth to by many a lawyer, college student and school- 

Feo 9 of getting pastes boy, having already commenced in some schools and 

) a cabies (2),17th Apr,  COlleges, and being about to commence in others, a 

| | rge number of students are on the look-out for 

“ passes.”” Unfortunately, the present rules, in spite of all attempts to mitigate 

their rigour, not to say harshness, press with such iron weight upon many as 
to amount to a total discouragement to apply for “ passes.’’ 


43. His Excellency nade a sweet speech before the Justices of the Peace 

Native Opinion (17), 1%h and told them that all difficulty about procuring 
ase ve, Cerone (P7). passes had been removed. Government have given 
free passes to the Justices, but the common people 


_ experience as much difficulty as ever in getting them. The Justices of 


ad 


course are pleased and flattered, because there is no difficulty in their case. 
The High Court is closed and the High Court pleaders have also secured passes 
for themselves. But who cares about the college and school students, who 
are as anxious ag the Justices of the Peace and the High Court pleaders to 
go out of Bombay during the summer vacation? The Justices will not raise 
their voice on behalf of the students because they hope to secure some honour to 
themselves from Government. The interests of the poor will be nicely looked 
after when there are such leaders as these Justices of the Peace. 


44. The duties of issuing passes and enquiring into the complaints of the 

| people against the plague operations are such as must 

, A suggestion in regard to inevitably put too much strainon Mr. DuBoulay. The 
the os ta fooasbar 8 igsuing people desirous of | getting passes are also put to much 
Din Bondhu (12), 17h teonvenience and troublein going to Mr. DuBoulay’s 
| office, which is ata long distance from the Native 

oe ea town. It would therefore be convenient to Mr, 
DuBoulay andthe people alike if the applications for‘passes were received at 


© district office of each ward and thence forwarded to Mr. DuBoulay every 
anded over to the applicants. We hope this suggestion will be adopted by 


19. 


45. A correspondent, writing to the Gurdkhi, complains that two houses 

in Mugbhat lane, in which plague cases had occurred 

A complaint against the over two months ago and which. were duly vacated. 

lague officials in Bombay. ‘the ts , , 

Gurdkhi (46), 19th Apr. ab 7 2 time, were recently washed by the plague. 

i __ authorities with simple water to the great inconve- 

nience of the inmates. He adds that ‘one of the houses was washed with the 

assistance of Muhammadan coolies, who entered even the cook room, and suzgests 

' that if such operations are hereafter considered necessary in the case of any other 

house, 8 days’ previous notice should be given to the inmates so that they might 
arrange to remove themselves and their belongings to some other house, 


46. Mr. Giles, Acting Commissioner of Sind, has sent to the Phenix a 
telegraphic message received from the Governor of 
Recradescence of plague at Bombay, in which His Excellency conveys his sym- 
Karachi and His Excellency pathy with our people in their present troubles. It 
Lord Sandhurst’s sympathy is even stated in the same paper that His Excellency 
with the people of that city, . 4. gg 
Karéchs Ohronicle (5), 38 likely _to pay us another visit asa surer token of 
17th Apr. grief which he feels for the fate that has overtaken 
| us. This is in every way worthy of Lord Sandhurst 
and does honour to the qualities of head and heart which so eminently dis- 
tinguish him. The knowledge that the ruler of this province fully identifies 
himself with them in their suffering will go a long way to reconcile the people 
to the inconvenience and hardship attendant on the plague measures. 


47. The plague is daily gaining in strength and intensity, and the situation 
may be described as somewhat critical. The autho- 
Recrudescence of plague rities are in a reasonable frame of mind and open to 
i ee plague operations at conviction. They have made certain important con- 
gow (8), 16th Apr. cessions by word of mouth, but we want them to be 
: embodied in well-defined rules admitting of no viola- 
tion by the people in charge of the plague operations. We have heard of one of 
them—Dr. Cork, if our memory serves us aright—carrying matters with a high 
hand and according to his own sweet will. Dr. Cork’s zeal may be com- 
mendable, but it would be far more so when corked up in the bottle of discretion. 
But it is the system, and not individual men, with which we are for the present 
concerned. Complaints have been made to us that some of the plague underlings: 
have been levying black-mail on the people. All that the people have to do in 
such cases is to bring the matter to the notice of the Plague Committee. We have 
been told that the people have not the necessary pluck todoso. If they have 
not, they must suffer, we suppose. It is about time they learnt to stand on their 
rights, We would suggest to the authorities to publish all rules and regula- 
tions in the local papers, so that people may know the extent of their own rights 
and the measure of the power reposed in the subordinates of the Plague Com- 
mittee. There is much misconception on the subject, and some of these men 
think that they have been given a blank cheque in the matter which they can 


fill for any amount. 


| 48, Now, there is. a great demand for caste hospitals, as it is believed that 

| in such hospitals the cares and comforts of the people 

Pheenta (8), 16th Apr. would be better provided for than in Government 
hospitals, and caste prejudices better respected. It might be that this particular 
belief has no legs to stand upon, We have not been inside any Government 
hospital and cannot say how things are managed there. But the vast majority 
‘of the people are ignorant and caste-ridden, and they always suffer themselves to 
be removed to hospitals under protest. If given ~caste hospitals with their own 
headmen to look after them, they may be more willing to go and less distrustful 
of the myrmidons of the law sauntering about in search of plague cases. There 
would then be a lesser chance of cases being concealed and popular co-operation 
would be secured in the suppression of the plague. Objection has been taken to 
caste hospitals on the score of the insufficiency of the police guards provided 
there. But money removes mountains, and if the authorities are not in a 
‘position to come down with the money, which is only too likely, the leaders of 

the people, we are sure, will gladly put their hands into their pockets. 
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49. A policeman made a report to the Pla e Superintendent of the 
ge Market quarter that he had seen a dead rat in& 
5: Phante (6), 16th Apes certain godown in or near Joria Bazar, and that officer 


proceeded to the xt and was informed by the owner that norat had died in the 
godown ; but the Pl 


ague Superintendent preferred the statement of the police- 
man to that of the owner and ordered the owner of the godown and his partner 
to be at once taken to the segregation camp. If the facts stated above are . 
correct, and we may state that we have received them from a reliable quarter, 
a more extraordinary exercise of the powers conferred on any plague authority | 
under the Epidemic Diseases Act has never yet been witnessed in Karachi. Just 
fancy two healthy persons removed to the segregation camp because a rat is 
alleged to have been found dead in a godown adjoining their shop! We shall be 
glad to have the information given above contradicted. . : 


50. The plague is gaining in virulence, and the heat, instead of helping to 
ee kill it, seems to all intents and purposes to be helping 
rhe Shave a to. spread it. This is a most regrettable circum- 
stance, but there is no helping it. The wildest possible rumours are in the 
wind, and we have been told stories of a very astounding character. Of course 
the stories are lies, but they are believed in even by educated people. We have 
so long been under the impression that the exodus now in full swing was 
owing to the plague. We now find that it was due to the plague operations. 
People do not like the search party and segregation business, and bolt is con- 
sequently the word with them. We have, of course, no intention to advocate a 
policy of laissez fatre. The plague has without doubt broken out in our midst, 
and if we do not get the better of the plague, it will get the better of us. We 
must do everything that we can to arrest the progress of the insidious foe, but 
we must see at the same time that we do not unduly wound popular suscepti- 
bilities. We were standing near the Civil Hospital the other day, and were 
surprised to find a man brought in who was sitting on the dooly and even 
wanted to walk, The sight gave us a shock, for we are prepared to take’ oath 
that the man was not suffering from bubonic fever. He was of course a good 
deal frightened by the fuss made about his distemper, and we are afraid this fright 
would kill him as much as the plague. We suppose in that case his blood will 
be on somebody’s head. : 


51. Weare told that General Cooke informed the deputation that waited 
Pee 8), 20th April on him, that the certificates of detention in the 

mame § pes Keamari segregation camp were respected in Cutch 
and Kathidwdr. It is a pity that the President of the Plague Committee should 
expect the authorities of Native States to recognise certificates granted by the 
plague authorities in Karachi, when the Kardchi Plague Committee themselves 
have refused to accept certificates of British officers in the presidency. But the 
deputation not being discouraged by the reply given by General Cooke, wired to 
the medical officers at Mandvi and Porbandar, and the latter state that Karachi 
certificates would not be accepted there. It is to be hoped that under these 
circumstances the prayer of the deputation will be granted. 


52. We are glad to hear that the Commissioner in Sind has in the inter- 

: ests of the whole province ordered general quarantine 

re iy (201); 16th Apr. ot Malir. It is now necessary to an pgs aa 

in every way satisfactory. The quarantine should be 

rigid. All, excepting those leaving Kardchi on urgent business, should be kept 

under observation in the Malir camp for the necessary period, and those so 

detained should be afforded all reasonable convenience. This will involve large 

expenditure. The different Collectorates in the province must, therefore, contri- 
bute to the expenses of the general camp at Malir, 


| 53. We have received eb e complaints to oe effect that people having 
Loti cs urgent business passes, which under the rules entitle 
/Phoonia (8), 20th Apr. the holders to exemption from detention in the dis- 


~“Gnfection and. detention camp at Malir,: have been in several cases detained at 


e 
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Malir by the medical officer in charge of the camp, notwithstanding the passes. 
It appears to be unfair that the passes issued by the Plague Superintendents 
should not be recognized and respected at Malir. | | 


54, The months of April and May are generally ‘conspicuous for the 
Phanie (8), 20th Apr. performance of marriages in Sind and elsewhere. 

fe Large numbers of people wishing to go out of Karachi 
or to Karachi for the performance of marriages have applied to the plague 
authorities for “urgent business ”’ passes, but several of these applications have 
been refused on the ground that marriage is not an urgent business justifying 
the issue of passes. So the would-be bridegrooms should either put off their 
marriages or pass ten days in the detention camp at Malir with their relations. 
Foreigners cannot understand that marriage among Hindus is a religious 
sacrament and that in a number of cases it is impossible to put it off. . 


55. We request apie oe 8 we to be so good as to issue peg ape for 
aw iis furnishing all local papers with copies of the proceed- 
| maee Sonics Seenken. ings of the Karachi Plague Committee. We make this 
ings from tho press and a Yequest, having found that most of the proceedings 
request in connection with it. are withheld from the public. Being of a public 
A age Chronicle (5), nature and as such amenable to public criticism if 
pe necessary, the proceedings of the Plague Committee 
ought to be laid bare before the public. Theonly way to make such proceedings 
public is through the medium of newspapers, the organs of public opinion. 
When State papers are placed at the disposal of the press, it is certainly extra- 
-ordinary to keep back from it papers and proceedings of a public body which 
is supported by public funds, There can be no co-operation between the 
editors and the authorities when the latter, for reasons known only to them- 
selves, ignore the existence of the press and withhold from. it their proceedings. 
The authorities must. expect, when occasion arises, to have their proceedings criti- 
cised by public journals, and when legitimate discussion is prevented by with- 
holding the public proceedings from public view, public co-operation may not 
in all cases be on the side of the Plague Committee. 


56. While commending the zeal of the Hyderabad authorities, in trying to 

run the first plague case to the ground, be it of mice 

Precautionary measures or men, we do not quite understand what they mean 

me ue at Hyder by offering pecuniary reward to the conveyer of every 

Pheniz (8), 20th Apr. dead rodent. We first thought that it was a mere 

pleasantry intended to add to the zest of life in 

Hyderabad which just now is none of .the brightest. But we find it is nothing 

of the sort. Somebody, we are sorry to have to remark, has made a stupendous 
ass of himself. What .a door has been opened to mischief-makers of all sorts! 

You may come upon a dead rat anywhere, and go and tell the authorities that 

you found it in the house of somebody with whom you want to settle some old 
scores. You are paid the money, though the poor man is made to smoke for it. 


57. It will be remembered that a letter appeared in the Prabhdt of the 
8th January last, complaining of the manner in which 

Complaint against the the medical examination of female. passengers was 
alleged examination of female conducted at Malir (vide weekly Report No. 4 of 


passengers by male doctors 3898, paragraph 35). It was stated that police sepoys © 


at the Malir Station (Sind). entered the female compartments to get the women to 
ac ce EDs. 288 Ee alight on the platform, where they were inspected by 
male doctors. Apropos of this we have received.a 

communication from the District Magistrate, Hyderabad, informing us. that 
“enquiries have disclosed that the statements contained in the issue of the 
- Prabhdt. under date the 8th January, relative to the examination of passen- 
ers at the Malir Station are untrue,” and asking us to “ insert a contradiction. 
of the allegations made in the issue referred to, regarding the arrangements for 
medical examination of railway passengers at that station,” and to let our 
_yeaders know that “it is not the case that police sepoys enter the female com- 
partment to get the women to alicht or that the women are in any way ‘leit to 


_the tender mercies of the police sepoys and others,’ ”’ and to point. out that “as 


-a matter of fact females who desire to be examined by a lady doctor can have 


 * —_ 


\ 
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their wish gratified.” We need not say that it has given us immense pleasure 
to receive this communication, It affords unmistakable proof that the com- 
plaints made do catch the notice of the authorities and that enquiries are insti- 
tuted regarding them. Secondly, it reveals a commendable desire on their part 
to put themselves straight with the public. As regards the denial given by the 
authorities to our correspondent’s statement that the police sepoys entered the 


‘female compartment to get the women to alight, it is due to our correspondent 


to say that, whatever may have been the usual practice, there is not the 
slichtest doubt that on the night of the 31st December last the police sepoys 
did enter the female compartment to get the women to alight, Our correspon- 
dent was travelling by that train and was himself an eye-witness to it. Nor 
could he have been mistaken. He. was accompanied by two friends whose 
attention he there and then drew to the reprehensible conduct of the police. As 
regards the statement of the authorities that females who desired to be examined 
by a lady doctor could have their wishes gratified, all we can say is that, however 
excellent might be the arrangements made for this purpose, we have the testimony 
of three highly respectable men that on the night of the 3lst December there 
was no lady doctor to be found at the station. We may add here that a few days 
before that, a friend of ours was travelling by the train and he too did not see the 
lady doctor at the Malir Station. We ourselves once had occasion to go to Kardchi, 
and that time too the lady doctor was conspicuous by her absence. Is it that on 
all these occasions the'Malir authorities had, before the arrival of the train at 
the station, wired and ascertained that no such lady was among the passengers 
as wished to be examined by the lady doctor, and therefore did not deem it 
necessary to have the latter on the platform P : 


58. After the communication we received from the District Magistrate 
Listas tines tn 2B last week, desiring us to point out that the female 
Bir a sm ( ) P's passengers wishing to be examined by a lady doctor 
neue could have their wish gratified, we thought that, what- 
ever the case formerly, people would not be given occasion to complain, at any 
rate, hereafter. But if our information is correct—and there is no good reason 
to think otherwise, our informants being very reliable—no satisfactory arrange- 
ments have been made for the medical examination of ladies at Malir. They 
are examined by a male doctor. The authorities know that nothing vexes our 

ple so much asthe examination of their females by a male doctor. They 
also feel that the sentiment of the people with regard to that is to be respected. 
Otherwise they would not have been anxious to let the people know, through 
us, that there was provision for the medical examination of women by a lady 
doctor. And yet at the Malir Station, ladies continue to be examined by a 


‘male doctor to the great annoyance and vexation of themselves as well as of 


their guardians. This is really a matter for sorrow. We hope the Com- 
missioner in Sind will soon station a lady doctor at Malir. a 


59.. A few days ago we received some serious complaints against Mr. 
. Manibhai Pranubhai, B.A., Avalkarkun of Chikhli 
aut _sgainet oa + in the Surat District, now serving as Assistant to the 
an Assistant Plague Super. Plague Superintendent of Sayadpura Ward, Surat. It 
intendent at'Surat, abouthis is alleged that in enforcing plague operations Mr. Ma- 
heving pecsions an illegal nibhai- ryrphae . sig pa ot ne cn from some 
gratilication. — . le of the Sayadpura Ward and got up subscriptions 
hea ee ee ioe others. The allegation, we hear, Be. sential into 
by the Ward Superintendent and found to contain 
some truth in it, We request Mr. Moore, the Collector, to make a thorough 
enquiry into the matter and to pass an exemplary punishment on the offender. 
We think many other instances of corrupt practices would be brought to light 
if the public were to be assured -that the ‘ bribe-givers would be exempted from 
punishment. | 
60. The Karnetak Patra wonders why the relatives of the man who was 
| 40 recently mippesed to have: died of plague at Hubli 
Complaint in ‘connection were not allowed to gather the fragments of bones 


ret P ne operations at from the place of cremation as enjoined by the Hindu 


Dharwar), sonnn i i IR010) 
ittak 168). religion. The paper thinks it absurd that permission 
AS should have been refused for the picking up of the 
Done fragments, when it was clear that the plague 


98 


germs must have been completely destroyed by cremation. The paper requests 
the Collector to enquire into the matter. | | aac 


61. Those persons who have gone to reside in temporary health camps are 
i ne troubled by excessive heat during the day and cannot 
_ ague Operations at Sholé- get sound sleep at night as they are afraid of their 
P Kalpataru (51), 17th Apr. buts catching fire or being battered by rain. As 
ol4pur is now quite free from the plague, the sooner 

the authorities allowed, the people to return to their homes the better. 


62. Considering the causes which produced the Bombay riots, we have to 
| say with sorrow that the sentences passed by Mr. Justice 
_ Sentences passed upon the Badrudin Tyabji upon the rioters were unnecessarily 
st involved in the recent severe, If the riots had owed their origin to some 
ombay riots considered ess ens : 
severe and unjust. political causé, such as hostility to the English, we 
Vartdnidhi (94), 20th Apr. would have declared that the sentences inflicted were 
: inadequate. But here we have to deal with persons 
who resorted to violence on finding that in spite of their humble entreaties for 
redress of grievances the oppression of the officials was increasing. Such persons 
cannot much be blamed for what they did; so long as it is admitted that the 
oppressive character of the plague measures provoked them to offer resistance, 
their sentences cannot be held to be just. The only way left now to remedy the 
injustice in this affair is for Government to remove the causes which led to the 
riots. If they do not do so, riots would be frequent and the reputation for peace- 
fulness which the British administration enjoys will disappear. 


63. The men charged with the murder of the two unfortunate soldiers 

| have been found guilty and sentenced—one to death 
Remarks on the sentences ond four to transportation for life. It was a brutal 
passed by the Honourable : ms 
Mr. Justice Tyabji on rioters Cruel, ruthless murder, and the assassins deserve their 
convicted of the offence of fate. But wearea little dissatisfied with the sentences ; 
murdering two soldiers. if the men were guilty and Mr. Badrudin thought 
Champion (2), 17th Apr. 5, they all deserved the same fate. We therefore 
cannot understand why one is to be hanged and the others imprisoned. The 
chief culprit used an iron rod to kill the soldiers and the others used. sticks, 
and the reason for the difference in the sentence has been explained to us thus. 


Those who used sticks might not have intended to kill the soldiers, but the one . 


who used an iron rod, a most formidable weapon, was murderously inclined ; 
he therefore deserves death while the others merit a lesser punishment. This is 
an explanation, and somewhat reasonable, and we offer it as it was given to us 
by a Muhammadan gentleman of some legal training. 


64. No fair-minded person would ever find fault with this judgment, which 

is a remarkable sample of the extremely impartial and 

7 batgy ag oh b (8), 16th straightforward manner in which Mr. Justice Tyabji 
It is true that any person forming an unlawful assembly was in the eye of law 
equally guilty of murder if he had been amongst the crowd that had committed 
such a crime, even if he might not have actually taken any part in its commis. 
sion. But it is equally true that the Judges are entrusted with the . power of 
discretion, which enables them to make distinctions between murderers and their 
accomplices. Mr. Justice Badrudin cannot, indeed, be found fault with for 
having exercised the power which the law confers upon him, The medical 
evidence taken before the Court went to show that death was chiefly caused 
with the iron bar and not with the blows of the lathis that were in the hands 
of the other prisoners, The Court was therefore fully j ustified in differentiating 
the crimes committed by the five accused and in giving each a punishment 


proportionate to his crime. ; 


‘ 


65. The trial of the actual or supposed murderers of the soldiers Taylor 

ia and Evans has terminated and the culprits punished, 

Native Opinion (17), 21st We say ‘supposed,’ because it was very difficult to 

Age. Rng. oot, prove identification. Out of the five accused Mr. Jus- 

tice Tyabji sentenced one to capital punishment and the remaining four to 

transportation for life. These are exemplary, or, may we say, unduly severe 
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punishments, in view of the fact of want of identification, and yet our daily 
contemporaries readily fix the cap of leniency upon Mr, Justice Tyabji. This 
question of the‘want of identification, however, was defect number one; defect 
number two was that the verdict was not unanimous, and the Judge, possibly to 
warn the local badmashes against such foul deeds, inflicted severe punishments. 
In any other country, say England, the Judge in such a case would have acquitted 
the prisoners; and yet our local contemporaries are pleased to make the trying 
Judge’s conduct on the judgment seat a personal grievance. But this moral 
stiffness is nowhere to be found when the tables are turned, and when the 
accused happens to be a European and the man against whom the offence is 
comnitted happens to bea Native. Have we not come across instances in 


which European offenders have been visited with lenient or no punishments at 
all P | 


66. The Vidya Vilas refers to the whipping incident (reported in para- 
graph 68 of the last weekly Report) which recently 

_ Comments onthe whipping happened at Ratnagiri, and says that the affair. should 
ort Vilas (98) it, ot be allowed to rest in mere compromise, but that 
Apr ; "Curd (46), 16th the officer concerned should receive due punishment 
Apr. : for his act of rashness. The paper says that the 
| : matter should be brought to the notice of Government, 
especially as innumerable instances of the kind occur in which-European officers 
aré seen to treat the Natives with absolute contempt. [The Gurdkhi, in ex- 
pressing similar sentiments, observes that if the offender had been a Native 
officer and the boy who was whipped of European parentage, the matter would 
never have been allowed to drop on the former expressing his regret for his act. | 


Legislation. 


67. The Post Office Bill has become law. If one may take the gentle- 


man who was in charge of it at his word, there is no 


Remarks in connection ground for fear that it will interfere with the liberty 
with the recent changes in 


of the press. According to him, the post master has 
oo “(@01), Bat peas only to concern himself with the matter written out- 
Eng. cols. _ side the newspapers and letters. He cannot open a 


newspaper or a letter to acquaint himself with its 
contents. So far so well.- But the language of the sections dealing with the 


subject is not clear. That is the opinion of many. The fact that the Bill has 
evoked so much criticism and has been condemned outright, as forming part of 
the campaign against the press, raises a strong presumption as to its ambiguous 
character. Had it not been capable of the interpretation that it seeks to em- 
power post masters to pry into the contents of letters or newspapers, such a storm 
would never have been raised against it. If, therefore, nothing was further from 
the thoughts of the Legislature than to invest post masters with such a dangerous 
power, it would have been better so to have worded the sections in question as to 
have rendered them quite free from ambiguity. It is also not clear what is the 


object of those sections. People can hardly be expected to write seditious matter 
on the envelopes or the wrappers. 


Municipalities. 


68. One cannot help thinking that in the matter of persistent canvassing, 


ara Bees tee and of canvassing so prematurely as to pass all 
ment Trust and the canvas. UOunds of decency, our city has acquired quite- an 
sing said tobe goingonamong Unenviable reputation. The Improvement Bill has 
the Municipal Corporatorsfor yet to become law. ‘The sanction of the Government 


° ts ite . A 4 
aenrne oa aoe o (4),-17¢b of India has to come; and yet we are already in the 


hor. midst of a very brisk and a pretty well grown-up 
REE oar : canvass for seats. If we mistake not, the canvassing 
dated from a time when the Bill had not even been formally introduced in the 


Council. Canvassing has taken firm root in our city, and it will pursue us, 
whether we wish it or not, from election for memberships of managing corh- 
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mittees or clubs to those for seats in the Legislative Council. To canvassing 
our men will be amenable, whether they are easy-going merchants, illiterate 
landlords, double graduates, or civic fathers. Yet, it ought to be the duty of 
évery honest-minded man—of every one who has a higher conception of public 
duty than that which would convert elective institutions into so many methods 
of obliging friends or winning honour and glory for himself—it ought to be the 
duty of every one who does not wish democratic institutions to produce a decay 


_ Of the first moral principles of public life, to protest against and combat’‘as far 


as he can the vile system of canvassing, pure and simple, and of inducing a man 
to be false to himself and his country. 


69. The Corporation will soon be called upon to elect its representatives 
Gujarati (108), 17th Apr, 2 the City Improvement Trust. Already canvassing 
eg P™» has begun in right earnest. The system of election 
and canvassing are to some extent inseparable. But 
recent experience has shown to what lengths hunting for votes can be carried 
on. The private tea-party given by the Honourable Mr. P. M. Mehta was a 
well-meant attempt to minimise the evils of objectionable canvassing and to 
send the best men on the Board of the new City Trust with the unanimous voice 
of the Corporation. Unfortunately personal considerations seem to have interfered 
with the success of the idea. Experience is the best teacher, and not a few 
of our countrymen have yet to learn the value of friendly co-operation and 
compromise in public affairs under the guidance of a recognized and upright 
leader. 
70. The town of Hyderabad is but a square mile in area, and yet upward 
| of sixty thousand people reside in it. We have often 
Alleged overcrowding at pointed out the cause of this state of things. The 
Remy —y municipality gives lands on lease and insists on large 
rabhdt (201), 16th Apr, ° | pr . 
Eng. cols. sums being spent on superstructures on the lands so 
given. This of necessity makes the people averse to 
leaving their ancestral houses and building new ones on sites fitted for healthy 


— occupation, We know that the Presidents of the Hyderabad Municipality 


have several times proposed to alter the existing rules for the sale of muni- 
cipal lands, but that their proposals have not found favour with the Commis- 
sioners in Sind. Sir Charles Ollivant and Mr. James both think that the 
municipal lands should not be sold in fee simple to the people, since the lands: 
might improve in value after fifty or a hundred years after the date of sale 
and that the benefit of this improvement in price should accrue to the muni- 
cipality. We wish the present Commissioner in Sind gives some thought to 
this question of the sale of municipal lands in Hyderabad. Without relieving 
the congestion of the town of Hyderabad, all the sanitary ordinances of the 
authorities will be effete. 


Native States. 


71. The yearly Simla exodus of British officials is deplored and protested 
oe against by the British subjects on various grounds and 

Disapproval of His High- for numerous reasons. The same objections can be 
ness the Gaikwar’s yearly taken to the Maharaja’s yearly trips to places at a long 
yb Bg aco 97) i7t, distance. We quite admit that rest in the summer 
Apr., Eng. cols. season from the worry of official work is an extreme - 
necessity to our Maharaja, or, for the matter of that, 

to any Native Prince; but we strongly object to the complete separation 
‘between the Prince and his State that is brought about by choosing places of 
long distances as summer retreats, The State of Baroda comprises an extensive 
territory and we cannot bring ourselves to believe that a suitable sanitarium 
cannot be found or created within. its limits according to the ideas of the Maha- 
raja. In this arrangement the Maharaja will get an amount of recreation to his 
satisfaction and the State business may not be hindered. A long absence of 
the Maharaja from his own territory is extremely undesirable, and we hope our 
suggestion of making a sanitarium within the territory of the Baroda State is 


not lost upon His Highness. 
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Intelligence extracted from the Press. 


72. The 105th anniversary of the death of Moropant, the famous 
- Marathi poet, was celebrated at Sethna Lodge (Gir- 
Celebration in Bombay of gaum) on the 14th instant, the Honourable Mr. D. A. 
re neath anniversery wo Khare presiding on the occasion, This was the first 
vathi siet time that the memory of the poet was honoured in this 
Native Opinion (17), 21st way. Speeches were,delivered by various admirers of 
Apr. | the poet, whose great-grandson was present at the 
meeting, eulogising the services rendered by Moropant 
to the Marathi language. The president, in bringing the proceedings to a close, 
expressed the hope that the anniversary of the poet would be celebrated with 
more éclat in future. 


73. The Ndstk Vritt states that adacoity was recently committed at 
| | Pimpalgaon Garudeshvar, when the houses of some 
Dacoities in certain vil- Marwaris were plundered and the nose of a Marwari’s 
lages of the Nasik District. son aged 10 or 12 years was cut; that about 20 or 
a’sik Vritt (70), 16th ye el dacctia had ; sin Shak 
Apr. armed dacol gone to Pahine near Trimbak, 
where they actually shot down one man and wounded 
several others ; and that the dacoits number about 200 and have among them 
some armed men also. It being believed, says the paper, that these dacoits 
have an eye particularly upon the Marwari money-lenders, there is a regular 
panic among money-lending folks, especially the Marwaris, who are fast clear. 
ing out of the villages in the district. .The paper concludes by requesting the 
police to enquire into the matter urgently. — 


74. A correspondent of the A’rydvarta, writing from Pimpalner, says that 

thefts, dacoities, highway robberies and murders have 

Alleged frequency of rob-. of late become very frequent in that téluka. He cites 

beries and dacottics in tx? instances of dacoities committed in broad daylight in 

Khéndeeh District. which property worth several thousands of rupees was 

A'rya'varta (25), 16th Apr. carried away, the dacoits being armed with weapons. 

He adds that the police force of the taluka is quite 

inadequate, and requests the authorities to increase it and to comply with the 

request preferred several times by the people that a chief constable with 
armed and mounted police should be stationed permanently at Pimpalner. 


SB. V. JOSHI, 
Acting Reporter on the Native Press. 


Office of the Reporter on the Native Press, 


New Secretariat, Bombay, 26th April 1898. 
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9 ‘s eS MA — of the Poona Sarva- se - 
, gee eee eee eve Poona. 5 eee ees uarter! ese 
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Names of Newspapers. 


EnaiisH, Mara'tHI AND Gusana'tt. 


$ 


200 The Baroda Vataal eee eee eee oof Baroda eee eee Weekly eee eee 
EnGuisH, Mara’tu1, GUsARA’t! 
AND KONKANI. 

201 | The Garibdéncha Kaivéri (Amicus Pauperum) Bombay »» eee Fortnightly  ... 1,600 


Mara’tHI AND URDU. 


202 |The Gulbarga Saméchér ... .. | @ulbarge ... ...| Weekly. | 450 


ANGLO-SINDI. 


2038 The Lux... eee eee eee eee ee: Hyderabad (Sind) eee Fortnightly ese eee 
204 » Prabhat... ses eee me ee Do. ooe| Weekly .,, ea 500 


SINDI- | . | 
205 | The Khairkhab ... vas sais oof Karachi wi .».| Weekly ... wa 600 
206 99 Muin-ul-Isl4m eee eee eee eee Do. bee 000 Do, eee eee 200 
207 9 Sind Sudhar eee eee eee eee Do. ee eee Do. eee eee 600 
ANGLO-PORTUGUESE. | 
208 |O lo-Lusitano __... ove ein eoo| Bombay ane woo] Weekly ... sid 1,000 
209 | The Boletim Indiano ... ... .«. cf Do. eee ee eee ie 
PortUGUESE-KONKANI. 
210 |The Luso-Concanim ... «  « «| Bombay si vs eel I we 550 


Notes.—A. The notices from the different Newspapers have been collected in the Report under different heads 
which are printed in italics. 

B. The names of Newspapers are printed in the-margin of the Report in italics, and the number of the News- 
paper in the above list is printed in brackets after the name, — 


C, The system of ag eens words followed by the Reporter is the same as that adopted in the 
Official 89H List of the Bombay pessarsmy One peculiar feature of this system is that wnen the lone (a Of 
er d) is the last letter of a word, the accent is left out, and the short a(9{ = in gun) is, to prevent confusion, 
mever placed at the end of a word, This rule has been strictly followed, except that when the short a appears to be 
absolutely necessary to complete the pronunciation of a word, asin Arunodaya or the well-known Mitra, it is printed 
with a mark over it to indicate that it isshort, thus--d, | 


D, The figures giving the circulation or number of copies published fof each newspaper and pericdical as 
feraished by the proprietor, are not guaranteed as accurate, and in some instances must be teabled with mtion, - 


Be 
Politics. and: the Public Administration. 


1. That Lord Elgin does not mean to stay longer in this country than 
e _ . the usual period of Viceroyalty is now absolutely cer- 
ve cae ued hrsggo-ges tain. Perhaps this is desirable in the interests of His 
suacheage.to Tile Sbillenier Lordship’s health as well as in those of the country 
Lord Elgin. | over which he has ruled for more than four years, 
Gujarati (111), 24th Apr, This is not the time to enter upon a review of his 
Eng. cols. -  -Viceregal career, nor is it necessary, because it is writ 
| large in the annals of India in unmistakable letters. 
His contemplated retirement, however, raises the question of the appointment 
of his successor. No question is of greater importance to this country than this 
one at the present moment. Our Governors and Viceroys are most splendidly 
paid, and the only object of getting fresh men from England to fill these 
exalted posts is that they should bring open minds to bear upon the questions 
they have to deal with, and decide them not in an illiberal and dogmatic spirit, 
but in the light of the principles of British justice and righteousness. If they 
are to say ditto to the worshippers of red-tapeism and jingoism, then the country 
might as well be governed by acouncil of military and civilian officers. It 
is England’s sacred duty to give us the best of her administrators and 
politicians. We do not want lords and peers simply, but we want statesmen. 


2. According to the Bombay Gazette’s Simla correspondent, Lord Balfour 
Lnyan Prakdsh (3), 26th of Burleigh would seem to be the most: probable 
hin, Tia auld. man to succeed Lord Elgin as Viceroy of India, 
| although there is a host of other titled personages 
mentioned in that connection. As for Lord Balfour of Burleigh, he is, we are. 
assured, the best of the batch and a very capable man. ‘It is his misfortune, 
however,’ says India, ‘ to be official in cast of mind as well as by training and. 
by association.” We have, indeed, grown sick of government by mandate, 
and, to tell the truth, we honestly think it is far better to be governed directly 
by the dignitaries at Whitehall and have a monthly sum of twenty thousand 
rupees saved than to have a government that is carried on by mandates. 
Let us either have a strong, sensible, kind and large-hearted English statesman 
to rule over us or let the India Office directly assume the reins of Government. 


3. Towards the end of the last month some interesting questions and 
answers were exchanged in the House of Commons. 
ae ys _ Mr. Maclean asked whether under the regulations . 
: Ne gre =the Plague Committee in Bombay search parties of 
ait British soldiers were employed to visit Native houses 
Mahraita (7), 24th Apr. and to enter the apartments even of Muhammadan 
and Hindu ladies secluded by custom from the gaze 
of men. To this Lord George demurred, though he qualified his answer 
by saying that the soldiers actually employed were specially selected. We 
do not know what qualification was used as a principle for this selection. 
Asked whether the Governor of Bombay was warned that the search opera- 
tions were creating disaffection, Lord George replied in the negative. We 
fear Lord Sandhurst has been made unnecessarily ridiculous by -his superior, 
for the voice raised against the search parties was so loud and voluminous 
that it would never be creditable to the common sense of any man, especially 
a ruler, to say that it was not a warning voice. As to the responsibility 
for the plague regulations in Bombay, Lord George said that he was not 
referred to before they were put into operation. That Lord George himself 
and none other is responsible for the drastic plague measures employed in Bom- 
bay as well as elsewhere is now notorious, It was Lord George who, in the 
first instance, forced the hands of the Bombay Government to use such unpleasant 
_ Measures as segregation and such an uncongenial agency as the British soldier. 
Asked by Mr. Herbert Roberts as to whether the State Secretary’s attention 
had been drawn to the foul language used by Sir A. Mackenzie in a speech 
in support of the new law of sedition, Lord George replied that the only 
mention of jays, kites and eagles was in a poetical quotation from Macaulay, 
and that he was not prepared to prohibit members of the Legislative Council 
from quoting poetry in their speeches. Nothing that has up till now been 
con 122—1 - 
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said by Lord George in Parliament can beat this precious answer in point 
of silliness. For ourselves, we have no objection if honourable members in 
Councils quote poetry or even deliver their speeches wholesale in verse. Our 
only objection is to the calling of bad names, and that holds good even, if 
Shakespeare’s own self were to use them. That poetry does not amount to 
defamation is a proposition laid down, we believe, for the first time by Lord 
George in this funny answer. 


4. It is doubtful whether at any time since the date of the “ bogus a 
surplus of Sir John Strachey, so much doubt has been 
Remarks on the Indian thrown on the accuracy of the Indian Financial State- 


ign Statement for ment by the independent section of the English press 
” Kaiser-e-Hind (117), 24th 8 that recently expressed by it about the budget 
Apr., Eng. cols. for the current official year. Even the time-serving 


Times—which, alas! for its. reputation, is no longer 
the impartial oracle that it was some years ago—has looked askance at our 
optimistic budget and delivered its utterances on it with considerable reser- 
vation, pending the receipt of the full text. But even on the strength of the 
telegraphic summary specially prepared by the Finance Department for “ home 
consumption’? many are the metropolitan and provincial journals which have 
openly challenged the correctness of the budget estimates and severely criticised 
that reckless statement touching India having been able during the last twenty 
years to pay its way. Were we to collect all the criticisms of our London 
contemporaries, we think they would form a bulky- brochure bringing into a 
focus all the financial fallacies of which Sir James Westland is guilty. It 
would not be a unique valedictory address to present him with on the eve of 
his retirement. 


5. Sardar Balwant Natu’s wife has addressed a short but touching petition 
; _ ,. to the House of Commons. It speaks foritself. Any 
— marks in connection i) Indian can vividly realize the feelings of the petitioner 
custody of the Natu brothers When she says that “to a Hindu lady in the position 
and the petition of the wifeof of your petitioner separation: from her husband is 
the elder Natu to the House practically equivalent to death and disgrace.” Her 
of Soar tk 11), 24th Apr last request is,indeed, very touching. Like a true 
Muy, cols, P’’ Hindu wife she begs that “ she and her infant daughter 
may be permitted to remain in the prison along with 
her husband.’’ Her moving appeal to British sense of justice and chivalry, 
and her description of her sorrows and miseries, ought to ‘melt even a less 
merciful and enlightened Government than ours at least to pity. The Natus’ 
aifair is the most lamentable incident in the modern history of British Govern- 
ment in this country. Those-who are responsible for their arrest and detention 
are themselves fathers, sons and husbands, and it would be the saddest and 
gravest reflection on human nature and human governments, though they 
might be paraded as enlightened and civilized, if Lakshmibai’s piteous prayer 
in the name of justice and humanity remained unheard. 


6. The moveable property ‘of the Natus was attached without any legal 

‘ e cae ak ae justification and the family was long left without 
-_ << (4), 24th any provision, whilst the regulation, under which the 
| proceedings were taken expressly enjoins that only the 

immoveable property should be sequestered and that adequate provision be 
made for the prisoners as well as their families and dependents. A moderate 
allowance was granted tothe family of the brothers, but “ owing to a hitch 
between the Collector and your petitioner’s brother-in-law, not a single instal- 
ment of that allowance has yet been received.’’ Nor has the moveable property 
been yet “fully given back,” and several applications made in this behalf 
remain unanswered. The petitioner alleges that her husband and his brother 
are forbidden to see friends or relatives, or even legal advisers, and that they 
are subjected to great hardships in the matter of food and daily religious 
‘observances, and that they are thus deprived wholly of all that can make life 
rs bearable, or of even the chance of instructing any one to clear their character. 
“The wife prays, therefore, that they should, in remembrance of the acknow- 
~ledged loyalty. they and their family have shown to the British Government, 


. 
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be either released or brought to trial, Failing this, the lady proposes that at 
least she should be allowed to reside with her husband in the prison, so that she 
may get the only solace of her life, viz., “to minister to his comfort and to do 


her duty towards him as enjoined upon her by the Shastras.” She makes this 
appeal toa “chivalrous Government’? who have “so often championed the 


cause of Hindu womanhood.” Whatever the particular claims of the Natus or 

of their wives may be, there can be no doubt that under the British rule every 

citizen, whether of high position or not, has a right to justice. Imprisonment 
without trial and hearing can have no defence possible in the times of peace 
in which we are living at present. That there is anything very serious 
on account of which the Natus need be kept under confinement is an 
idea which is not consistent with the latest declarations of Lord’ George 
Hamilton on the subject—declarations which showed that Government thought 
of keeping the Natus in prison so-long as the plague continued. But granting 
that for the sake of smoothness of the plague operations, or for any other reason 
of State, it is necessary to keep the brothers at a place whence they can set no 
mischief on foot, would it not be possible to set them at liberty on condition 
that they shall, until further orders, reside at some place far away from the 


Deccan—say at Rangoon or Calcutta? Some modification of the present state 
of things public opinion now very urgently demands. 


7. Mrs. Natu, the wife of the elder Natu, has made a very able, argu- 

Dayin Praka'sh (3), 25th mentative and touching petition to the House of 

in, a... Commons, and we hope the members of that august 
body will give to it their most favourable consideration 


.as soon as it reaches them. Some of the facts mentioned in that petition are, to 


say the least, very curious indeed. Not to say anything about the attachment 
of the moveable property of the Natus without any legal justification, for the 
Government have confessed that it was all done through a mistake, there are 
yet some things mentioned in this petition which do not reflect very favourably 
upon the glory of British justice. It seems a moderate allowance was granted 
to the family of the Natu brothers, but, says Lakshmibai in her petition, owing to 
a hitch between the Collector and her brother-in-law not a single instalment of 
that allowance has yet been paid! Then, again, she says that in spite of the 
fact that Government have come to know about their mistake in attaching the - 
moveable property, part. of it is not yet given back, and several applica- 
tions made in that connection have remained unanswered. Lady Lakshmi- 
bai further states that her husband and his brother are forbidden ‘to see friends 
or relatives or even legal advisers. Weare sure Lady Lakshmibai’s petition will — 
meet with very great sympathy in the House of Commons. It will appeal to 
the chivalrous spirit of the British public and they will be ready to vindicate the 
glory of British justice. Let us therefore wait and see what comes out of it. 


8. The petitioner appeals to the noble and generous feelings of Parlia- 
Mahrdtta (7), 24th Apr. ‘ment, but we think here is ground for interference in 

| the cause of justice itself. The arrest of the peti- 

tioner’s husband and his prolonged imprisonment is a case of injustice almost 
unparalleled in the history of British India, and we trust that among the six 


hundred and fifty odd members of Parliament a soul would be found to champion 
the cause of the petitioner. ee 


9. We have never in our life read a more pathetic document, 04, it 3 
in j a standing dis- 
Indu Prakdsh (15), 27th ever remain in Indian history as ng 


. Apr., Eng. cols. grace to British rule in India, The petition 1s ex- 


~ cellently drawn up. There is an air of self-restraint 
throughout, and this, coupled with its simplicity, gives the document a touch of 
melancholy eloquence which even the most obdurate heart will find it difficult 
to resist. The facts mentioned in it are unimpeachable, as they are matters 
of common knowledge, and we must be stupidly ignorant of British nature 


if this petition does not move the British public. ‘Whether it will induce the 


members of Parliament to act on it without caring for party allegiance is 
more than one can say. The responsibility for the arrest of the Natus has been 
expressly taken by the Secretary of State on his own shoulders, and, “blind 
worshipper of prestige as he is, he would consider it a piece of weakness to yield 


ae 


to the solicitations of a woman. Humanity; kindness and justice have no place 
in his dictionary. . Nevertheless we are not altogether without hopes. What- 
ever else he may not be, he is shrewd, .On the other hand, the miserable 
makeshifts to which Lord George Hamilton has had free recourse in justifying 
his high-handed, heartless injustice to the poor Natus must have convinced even 
the most credulous that there is something rotten in the state of Denmark. 
The British public is therefore in a mood to listen to the piteous appeal of the 
unfortunate lady, who has practically to lead the life of a widow though her 
husband is living. The age of chivalry is gone, no doubt; but the stay-at- 
home Englishman has not lost his chivalrous spirit altogether. Nor need we 
in this case depend entirely on the good nature of the British nation. The 
whole affair is most painful. Take the story where you will, itis downright 
injustice, — ) 2 . 
10. The reasons assigned from time to time for the incarceration of the 
ar Natu brothers do not at all justify the treatment 
Kamgér (16), 29th Apr. —_ @xtended by Government to the two State prisoners. 
We do not know why Government are so unyielding in the matter. If they will 
carry the matter to extremes, some unpleasant occurrences might take place. 
There is, of course, no fear of a big revolt, but if isnatural that some other 
things of lesser magnitude will happen and will compel Government to repent 
of their policy. We fail to discover any wisdom in a policy which ignores 
the lessons taught by the effects of an unduly stringent plague administra- 
tion and persists in offending the minds of the people and alienating their 
sympathies. 7 


11. Apart from the sufferings and privations which Mrs. Natu and her 
: family have had to undergo in consequence of the 
* ng to =" (112), 24th arrest of the Natus, of the confiscation of the move- 
ee able property which is not yet wholly given back in 
spite of Government orders to release it from attachment, and the non-payment 
of the subsistence allowance settled upon them by Government, the appeal 
which Mrs. Lakshmibai has made to permit her and her infant daughter to 
go and live along with her husband in the prison, in case any of the requests 
made in her petition are not granted for some unknown reasons, shows what 
sacrifice an Indian woman, situated as Mrs. Lakshmibai is, is prepared to 
make for the sake of her husband. To be put under social ban is an evil 
which a Native Indian woman cannot easily put up with. It is to be hoped 
that the noble and generous feelings and the sense of justice of liberty-loving 
Britons will prevail in the end over all other paltry considerations, and the 
Commons will be pleased to give this matter, which has become quite a scandal 
to the British administration, their earnest and favourable consideration. 


12. Chapekar, a miscreant of the deepest die, who has done more harm 

to the country than plague, famine and all other cala- 

Remarks in connection wmities that have befallen us during the last twelve 

bec r — tion of Damo- months put together, has, after all, expiated his horrible 

net oftar (120), 24th Crime on. the gallows. Altogether the man proved 

Apr., Eng. cols. | himself to bea despicable creature, and the world will 

be the wiser and better for his removal from amongst 

us. Were it not for the superior detective ability of Messrs, Brewin and 

McDermott, two of our ablest police officers, the murderer, like his brother, 

would have been still at large. The Times of India has recommended these 

officers for some special recognition at the hands of Government, and public 

opinion, so far as it can be ascertained, is decidedly in favour of such recom- 
mendation. | : 


18. ‘The news that Damodar Chapekar at last met his deserts at the hands 

ey . of the public executioner at Poona must have come as 
aLndian Spectator (4), 24th 9 velief to all India. Indeed, the long delaying of the 
ae execution of a condemned man has something gravely 
objectionable about it, whether we consider the feelings of the condemned man 
or the claims of justice. Moreover, all sorts of popular rumours are set afloat 
‘by such delay and often: cause mischief more or less. In the case of | 
‘Damodar, at any rate, the public had reason to be afraid of delay—delay in 


il 


bringing him to trial and in executing him after conviction. Latterly, le had 
ceased to bethe hardened fiend he first showed himself to be, and began to shew 
signs of weakness and wavering. It would not have been surprising had he chosen 
to implicate others in the dastardly crime to the perpetration of which he cone 
fessed. so pe and the credit of which he seemed so anxious to monopolize 
for himself and his brother, As it is, he died without obli ing those who 
would have liked him to abandon the story he had first told and in some way 
support the theory of there being more important persons behind him. 


14. The Poona assassin was executed during the week, and with him 
i eits, OO) Wie A closes the last act in the tragedy of the Jubilee night. 
Bie he The confession and execution of Damodar shows 
that Mr. Tilak is now suffering for the acts of a madman, and the unfortunate 
Natus are similarly situated. As to the Natu brothers, we have still a lot of 
papers in our possession, and next week we shall publish them—they are not 
yet quite ready for printing—and we trust they will show, if it is not yet 
apparent, that these men are ‘in prison absolutely without cause. So much 


for Poona ; she has long been under a dark cloud, but the day of her vindication 
has come. os 


15. If Damodar was guilty of the crime alleged against him, he deserved 
Meketes O04 A his fate of course. But if he was really innocent 
<2 P's —_ and was only duped or coerced into confession by Mr. 
Brewin, then nobody deserves pity so much as Chapekar for his suicidal venture. 
We wonder if a time would ever come when all difference of opinion shall have 
ceased as to the authorship of the murders of Mr. Rand or the justice of the 
execution of Chapekar. It is admitted on all hands that, but for his own con- 
fession, the police would hardly have succeeded in their quest, which had been 
obviously on the wrong track throughout till Damodar was got at. Those, 
therefore, that suspected that he had locked up many secrets in his heart must 
have been sorely disappointed to see him mount the gallows with closed lips. . 
But even if he be the real murderer, we cannot but deplore his ignominious fate, 
and only think what a fine fellow he would have turned out if the rules of 
Government had been more liberal and made it possible for Chapekar to make 
his fortune as a soldier in the service of Her Majesty. The Brahmins as a 
community are certainly ashamed (if Damodar is the murderer) of having 
produced such a dangerous character in their ranks. But they most sensitive- 
ly feel that itis all essentially due to the most invidious distinction which 
Government make between Brahmins and other castes in the matter of recruit- 
ment for military service. Damodar’s taking the war-path against the British 
Government as an alternative for his rude exclusion from the army is perhaps 
too unprincipled; but it has a moral for those who care to discern it. We now 
hope for one thing only. The murders of Mr, Rand and Lieutenant Ayerst 
have been already avenged by the sore troubles of the Poona people and by 
the blood of Damodar Chapekar, and Government may now forget the past 
and try as early as possible to completely efface the vestiges of the repressive 
policy which they pursued in an hour of excitement. 


16. The Jagadhitechchhu, inthe course of a lengthy article entitled ‘‘ Damo- 

: , dar Hari Chapekar,”’ writes that Mr. Brewin had gone 

< agadhitechchhu (49), 23rd +4 Poona to have a last interview with Chapekar, and 

. | that in the course of that interview Chapekar requested 
Mr. Brewin to, look after his (Chapekar’s) wife and youngest brother. The ° 

paper says that this incident shows that Chapekar had special confidence in 

Mr. Brewin, and thatit remains to be seen how the latter fulfils the trust left 

to him by the unfortunate Chapekar. | 


17. The book, according to the author’s own idea, is an effort to teach the 
future citizens of India the A. B. ©. of their rights 

Remarks on Mr. Lee-War- and duties. Who am land who are my neighbours? 
ner’s book entitled the “Citi- How am I governed and what is expected of me? 
"ei lahratta (7), 24th Apr. What becomes of the taxes I pay What is done to 
keep me and my property safe, and to protect me from 

disease and famine? We know in what fashion Mr. Lee-Warner expects the 
student citizen to answer these questions by the facts and information he has 
given in his book. But we think the answers to these questions even after a 
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perusal of the book cannot be of a satisfactory character. A plain-speaking 
man would, we think, answer these questions as follows:—“‘I am called a 
British subject, but am really a slave with no rights and privileges of a true 


British citizen, I sometimes doubt whether I am evena human being. My 


treatment by my superiors is always so inconsiderate and contemptuous. My 
neighbours are some of them in a rude condition, but most of them enjoy the 
blessing of independence and are, in fact, their own masters. I am governed 
by laws, but sometimes I find that not only is their execution unfair and 
harsh, but that on rare occasions in the name of legislation the sweet will 
of an individual ruler is forced upon the nation with as much of a justi- 
fication for it as a jirman of an oriental Sultan. As for the taxes I pay, 
I know that they are escorted safe from the province to the presidency, and 
from the presidency to the cash boxes of the Supreme Government. But who 
disposes of them there, or on what principle, is more than: I can say, be- 
cause I am never consulted and my voice, though raised, is stifled under 
neglect. Sometimes I get a notion as to how they arespent from my observation 
of the luxurious establishments of European officials, from the Simla exodus, 
and rarely, if ever, from the starving maintenance thrown at famine-stricken 
beggars, and sometimes from the rumours of wars waged beyond the mountains 
in my name. I know that what little property I have left with me is more 
safe than in ancient times, The country has got internal peace indeed. But 
it is hard to altribute my safety to the tell-tale policeman, who, I am dis- 
posed to believe, is more of an incumbrance than a help to me.’”’ The book 
isa skilful epitome of the good points that can be urged in favour of the 
British Government in India, and it is from that point of view very precious. 


18, Although the official year has commenced the Provincial Budget for 
the Bombay Presidency has not yet been made 
Remarks on the delaycaused public, nor is there any likelihood of its being out for 
in the publication of the abouta month anda half more, The publication of, as 
y Provincial Budget. . . : 
Kaiser-e-Hind (117), 24th Well as the discussion on, the budget fare nothing but 
Apr. a farce, because the budget is published and discussed. 
two months after it has come into force, and because 
no heed is paid to the comments of non-official members thereon. The question 
naturally arises, what is the object of enacting this annual farce? We cdnfess 
our inability to give a satisfactory answer to the question. It is extremely de- 
sirable that the budget should be published earlier and that the additional mem- 
bers should have the right of proposing amendments. We hope the reform 
— “ey above willbe carried out in the regime of His Excellency Lord 
andhurst. 


19. While replying to an interpellation in the Legislative Council, the 
local Government said that they could not prohibit 
Comments on the reply the sale of spirituous drinks to boys under the age of 
SS ie Pare 20a ange at 15 years in consequence of the difficulty of ascertain- 
| gofthe Bom- . ‘ . 
bay Legislative Council. ing the exact age of a boy in India. We wonder how 
Kémgér (16), 18th Apr. | Government can find any difficulty in ascertaining the 
ages of boys with respect to this matter alone, when 
they do not find it with respect to a different matter. Under the Factories Act, 
the mill-owners are made liable to criminal prosecution if they are found to make 
boys under 14 years work for more than 6 hoursa day in their mills. And mill- 
owners are required to submit an age return of the boys employed in their 
milis, which is required to be approved by an officer appointed by Government 
in this behalf. Does this not show that Government can lay down and enforce 
an age limit when the British cloth merchant is likely to benefit by it, 


but that it refuses to recognise its practicability where its own interests are 
involved ? oe 


20, The Dnydn Prakdsh quotes from the Hnglishman a paragraph on 
TO a a5 the Peshwas, and observes :—The para- 

eged disgusting remarks graph will be read with great disgust by every 
te Shien Fs se °" Maratha, we might even say by every Hindu. We 
Dnyin Prakash (3), 25th Wonder why the Hnglishman has thought it neces- 
Apr., Eng. cols, _ sary to write in such an unbridled manner about 
sls a man whom even Europeans most enthusiastically 
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admire. To call him a prince of swashbucklers and freebooters is, in our- 
opinion, akin to blaspheming. The Hnglishman is not satisfied only with 
abusing Shivaji and the Peshwas. He must needs go and accuse us of 
Western India with the charge of “hankering after the old days of direct 
personal rule.’ Now, itis but well-known that we do not agree with the — 
methods of some of our friends who hold an annual festivalon the 2nd of Vaishak 
in honour of Shivaji, our national hero, whose memory is as dear to us as to 
any other Maratha. But our difference of opinion has never led us to believe 
that the festival as it is celebrated ever bordered upon disloyalty to the present 
Government ora hankering after the old days of direct personal rule. We 
know that Shivaji is not admired for his crimes (we do not know of his having 
committed any), but for his heroic deeds and admirable patriotism. The 
Englishman ought to know that a whole community worships Shivaji. Is the 
adoration of a great man of the past incompatible with loyalty to a great Gov-. 
ernment of the present? We cherish a feeling of pride for the great deeds of 
Shivaji, so do we cherish at the same time a feeling of gratefulness and loyalty 
to the British rule. We are thoroughly convinced that a benevolent Providence 
has put us and our country as a trust into the hands of England; and what- 
ever Anglo-Indians of a particular type may say, we are firmly convinced that. 
the union of England and India has been brought about by Providence for the 
benefit of both. England, therefore, can never afford to be unjust and unfair to 
India, nor can India afford to be ungrateful or disloyal to England. It is not, in 
fact, in our nature to be ungrateful to those who do us good, much less to a 
nation which has done incalculable good to us. It is, however, the rabid language 
of some of the Anglo-Indian prints that causes a sort of unrest in the minds of 
‘us Indians. 


21. Several of our contemporaries having recently recommended the holding 
ee of public celebrations in honour of Shivaji, we think 
Public celebration in honour it our duty to raise our humble voice in protest against 
of oe Fanet (800); eath their recommendation. If the Shivaji festival had 
<x | been well managed and been promoted by sincere and 
| well-meaning admirers of that great hero, we would 
not have uttered a word against it. But then the festival is made the occasion 
of spouting forth a good deal of seditious nonsense by some foolish and misguided: 
persons, and this has brought the Shivaji movement into disrepute and led last 
year to a series of undesirable results. Poona oratory being allowed to run riot 
in the so-called Shivaji celebrations, the sincerity of the motives of those who 
promote them is naturally questioned by Government. We would recommend 
that Shivaji’s memory should be honoured by his admirers privately in their 
homes instead of in the public. 


22. We think that as many arguments can be advanced against the 
Dnyén Prakésh (42), 28th Shivaji festival movement as in favour of it. If 
sae (42), Shivaji deserves a celebration in his honour for the 
2g boon of national independence which he conferred on 
the Maharashtra, why should the honour be refused to Ramdas who was instru. 
mental in lighting up, as it were, the flame of self-respect and patriotism in the 
mind of Shivaji? Secondly, if we must pay a tribute of respect to Shivaji for 
the political revolution he succeeded in bringing about, should we not also 
honour similarly the memories of saints and religious reformers like Dnydndeyv, | 
Eknath, Tukaram and others, who brought about a social and moral revolution of 
equal importance in our midst? Why should there be a celebration in honour of 
the political hero alone? Lastly, we do not know of a single instance in history 
of a nation having come to the front by means of indulging profusely in hero- 
worship. On the contrary, we know of some that have gone down by this 
means. Let the promoters of the Shivaji movement calmly think of this, 


23. Practically these celebrations have no political significance, and ma 


tA be passed by as ordinary occurrences of everyday life. 
Pesag: ng ts (17), 28th Some busybodies, however, have not been ai to 


how van an innocent ceremonial disaffect us against the present rule under 
which we enjoy all the blessings of life? ‘To make any such supposition betrays 


attach to them some undue importance, but may we ask _ 


Beas. tyes 
eke 
pik ere 
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as 


14 


a state of morbid hallucination to which few would like to be subject. Western 
education has taught our people that of all the civilized systems of government the 
British system of a limited monarchy is the best, and that system has created in 
us asort of natural love for it. After having had some foretaste of what represent- 
ative institutions are, it is inconceivably monstrous that an educated Native 
would go in for the old patriarchal system of rule. And yet the mere ceremonial 
of a shraddha raises the suspicion that the Hindu hankers for change. How 
absurd and how unfounded the suspicion ! 


24. The birthday of Shri Shivaji was celebrated in Bombay with great eclat 
Indu Prakash (15), 25th in the Shenvi temple at Thakurdwar on the 2nd and 3rd 
ie, te ge a (19), instant. On the first day there were puran and Hurd- 
‘ ktrtan by amateurs, and on the second day there were 
specehes on the life of Shivaji. In order to find out why this celebration was looked 
upon with suspicion in some quarters, we made if a point.to be present on both 
days. We could see nothing wrong in it, - Wherever there is Hinduism, Shivaji’s 
name will be reverenced, and we should not wonder if we hear of Shivaji’s birth- 
day celebrations in Madras next year. He is essentially a national hero for all 
Hindus, and the Marathas may well rejoice that he was born among them. It 
is but natural that among the Marathas more than ordinary enthusiasm should 
be evoked by these celebrations, but to mistake this for a spirit of disaffection © 
towards the present Government is nothing short of madness. Yet this mistake 
was actually committed by Government last year, but then the unfortunate 
Jubilee murders had driven them mad at the time. Even now the movement 
is looked upon with suspicion by the authorities and more than ordinary 
courage is said to be needed to openly take part in it. Such is the general 
impression. That, in spite of this, persons could be found to hold the celebra- 
tions is a good sign of the modern progress in the direction of self-respect 
and manliness. | 


25. The Bombay Medical and Physical Society have resolved to hold a con- 

gress of the profession in Bombay in December next, 

Approval of the proposal under the patronage of Government, to consider the 

of holding a Plague Congress most appropriate means for dealing with plague epide- 
in Bombay. i oe i : ; Pp 

Rést Goftér (120), 24th Mics in Indian cities, towns and villages. Itis an excel- 


Apr., Eng. cols. lent idea which the Society will do well to carry out 


both in the interests of the profession and the public 
at large. The Society, if they wish to see their object accomplished, should in 
the first place induce Government to take the initiative in the matter, for without 
their active support and countenance the scheme must fail. 


26. The idea of organizing a Soa 0 — in Bombay is a good one. 
ne Bombay has acquired experience enough and to spare 
Secon (111), 54th Apr. fora gathering of scientific men to investigate into 
eee the subject. Local medical men, especially those in 
charge of hospitals and plague operations, ought to be able to throw con- 
siderable light on the origin, spread, disappearance and treatment of the disease. 
We do not want an expensive Congress on an imposing scale. Let us have some 
of the highest bacteriologists and medical men to consider a definite and 
practical programme. India has no money to spare for aimless scientific 
speculations, and if Government think of convening a Plague Congress, let 
them see that its organization is placed in competent.and unbiassed hands. 


27. The Jagadhitechchhu alleges that corruption prevails from top to 
bottom in the plague administration, and that the 
Alleged prevalence of cor- plague officials are on a par with the police in this 


‘yuption in the ranks of those , } : 
pre ‘sina wes a respect. Every one having a hand in the plague 


wiinitnbiahican administration, says the paper, tries to acquire illicit 
Jagadhitechehhu (49), 23rd gains for himself by harassing poor people and taking 
Apr. -advantage of their difficulties, and the discredit of the 


nk whole affair ultimately falls to the share of Govern- 
ment though animated with the best of intentions. The paper adds that the vice 


of corruption is prevalent not only in the ranks of Government servants engaged 


in plague duty, but that it is observable even among the class of volunteers 
who have disin’ erestedly come forward to help forward the plague measures. 


rete, + 


nO 


28. Government: ought 0, bare nt we avery. effort to find out ee 
. as oe origin of the plague, A reward should have been offe 
q sth Ape Makshtka (6%), to eminent doctorsto make this discovery. But instead 
Eee ore _ of doing anything of the kind, the Secretary of State 
was requested to send young doctors and nurses of his choice to India for plague — 
duty. Where was the necessity of bringing out these highly paid doctors from 
England? ‘Young, jnexperienced men, who knew nothing of the disease or the 
people among whom it was raging, were certainly not fif agents for dealing with 
the epidemic. How did these men acquit themselves on coming out to India? 
If Government would minutely look into the matter, they would come to know 
that they took petty bribes from persons suffering from any kind of disease by 
classing them as plague patients. The Native assistants of these men also followed 
their example. Both seem to be acting on the principle of making hay while 
the sun shines. They do not expect that the plague would remain for ever in 
India, and hence make as much money as they can in the brief period of their 
authority. We place this popular complaint before Government with the best 
of motives and pray that they should direct such enquiry to be made into it as 
they deem fit. | | 


29. Government have, no doubt, provided some facilities to business men 
' and others, but is it just to allow the Justices alone 
Adverse comments on the to travel freely while denying the same concession to 
continuance of quarantine others? The restriction on the liberty of the people 
measures even after the de- : 
cline of plague. to go from one place to another for transacting 
Gujardts (111), 24th Apr. private business, performing marriage ceremonies, &c., 
vast: is something like Moglai! Wedo not see the least 
necessity for imposing any restrictions on the movements of the populace. 
Supposing the epidemic lasts for ten years in this city, do Government intend to 
continue the present restrictions, and do they think that the people would tolerate 
them without sufficient reasons ? | 


30, The reply given by the Bombay Government to the letter of our local 
iit ee Corporation requesting the dissolution of the Plague 
Government to theMunivipal Committee and the resumption by the Municipality 
Corporation’s letter regarding Of the functions for the prevention of the plague 
the manugement and control may be considered on the whole to be not only 
nd se operations in Bom- yeasonable, but eae OR - sr to9 rom a 
setae pra very delicate duty to discharge. Had the Plague Com- 
ee sitines died a iabieal death simultaneously with the 
entire disappearance of the plague, nothing might have been said, save that it 
did its duty and earned the gratitude of the people, Unfortunately, the Com- 
mittee’s method and manner of prevention became the subject of a great popular 
outcry and the souree of the most sullen dissatisfaction and vexation, which 
eventually culminated in the-lamentable outburst of rage and passion at Madan- 
pura. What happened after the Madanpura tragedy is ancient history and we 
need not refer to it. Suffice it to say, the officials were taught a lesson which they 
had refused to learn before, ensconced as they were in their own hide-bound 
importance and infallibility. We may adopt the most drastic methods, but if 
these are adopted with the consent and good wishes of the people, we are 
more likely to succeed in carrying them out than we would be if, in our 
official arrogance and infallibility, we refused to consult the people and ignore 
their sentiments and feelings. However, all is well that ends well, and if the 
Plague Committee is now to receive its extreme unction none will regret it. It 
was time that it should die. It was time that a forced death should take place. 
Chastened by events, the Government, albeit a little late in the day, has seen the 
wisdom of the course. But better late than never.  Let-us all thank Lord Sand- 
hurst and Sir Charles Ollivant for their practical sympathy and for the efforts | 
they are now making to allay popular irritation, and at the same time prevent, 
so faras human agency welland wisely directed can prevent, the recrudescence 
of the plague. As for the new arrangements which Government propose 
making, let us hope they will be of a wise and popular character. We dare say 
the Municipal Commissioner will be. able to suggest in the report invited from 
him by Government proposals which will meet with general approval, We 
have full confidence in him. — | 
con 122—5 
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$1. The reply sent by Government to the Corporation, in reference to their 
communication suggesting that the executive duties 


‘a Wisi, Gofiar (120), 240% of the Bombay Plague Committee may be transferred 


to the Municipality, is more or less in the nature of a 


contindrum which does not admit of an easy solution. The involved character 
‘of the replying letter does not show what the Government definitely intend to do 


in the matter. It is a halting and hesitating document, which, though it has 


‘distributed high praise all round to the various parties concerned, does not 


directly deal with the question at issue. The Corporation is asked to await the 
reports of the Chairman of the Plague Committee and the Municipal Commis- 
sioner called for by Government, and reading between the lines, if there is one 
thing more apparent than another, Government do not seem to be desirous of 
giving the Municipality the powers of the Plague Committee. The Govern- 
ment consider it necessary to prevent any reckless or uncontrolled expenditure 
on measures connected with the plague, and in connection with that assert that 
“it was. with this object among others in view that the Municipal Commissioner 
was appointed a member of the Plague Committee.” No one knows better 
than Government that, though the Municipal Commissioner was appointed a 


member of that body, he never exercised his powers as such, his efforts in that - 


direction being confined more strictly within the limits of his duties as Munici- 
pal Commissioner than as a member of the Plague Committee. The Municipal 
‘Commissioner had not the control of the expenditure in his hands as is assumed 


‘in the communication of Government, but it was rather an open secret that that 


officer, without sympathising much with the methods and measures of the Plague 


Committee, formally laid before the Standing Committee of the Corporation the 


demands made from time to time by them. The Municipal Commissioner had, 
in fact, as much control over the Plague Committee’s expenditure as the 
Corporation. The Government took nearly three weeks to reply to the com- 
munication of the Corporation, and we dare say they will take another month 


‘ere they send them the promised further reply, and by the time the latter 


reaches the hands of the President of the Corporation, the epidemic, which is 
now rapidly declining, shall have reached its lowest limit as was the case last 
year, and the Corporation, or the new organization, whatever it might be, will 
have precious little left to be managed by them. The intention of the Govern- 


ment, as far as it has been adumbrated in their letter, appears to be that on no 


- account shall the management of the plague rest entirely with the Corporation. 


‘If necessary, be p 


82. To be frank, we are not quite able to grasp in full the driftiof the letter 

: | of Government to the Corporation on the subject of the 
acndian Spectator (2), 24h  oyganization which is to succeed the present Plague 
Pee. Committee, which, by the dispersion of its personnel, 
dies a natural death at the end of the current month. One thing seems to be 
clear from the letter of Government. They are anxious to praise all, to blame 
none, to overlook faults and shortcomings, to over-praise such merits as are 
to be found, and to be on good terms with the Corporation as well as with that 
class of officials which supplied the personnel of the Plague Committee. It is 


admitted that there was gross laxity in supervising the expenses, and that it 


was an unfortunate thing that should have been the case. But excuse has 
been found for this in urgency and in unavoidable hurry. . The letter of 
Government is thus an attempt at compromise—a worthy object, indeed—and 
we should have nothing to speak against it, if the result is to give our city an 
organization to deal with the plague, which will work wisely, promptly and 
economically, and which will show that it has learnt and digested all the 
bitter lessons which experience has taught us. It would seem that we are, 


“after all, to havea dual organization. Duality of control is, however, objec- 


tionable, We should very much like the Commissioner at the head of the 


new organization, whatever form it takes. He may well be given an assistant 


or two, but itis necessary that we should have the assurance that all opera- 
tions intended to deal with the plague in our city shall be directed by one 
man and shall have harmony and unison between them, Those measures which 


-are intended to esgty the mofussil from being infected by Bombay may, 


1f necessary ced under a separate charge, but all that relates to the plague 
in the city itself should be under a single control. eet ¥ 
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33. Lord Sandhurst - Sir “ harles a wre them have oo 
Mea ae | ately put an end to the existence of the Plagu 
Apr Eng cl, Committee. ‘That poor thing was siffering from 
no ordinary torture ‘and anguish of its own creation. 
The tortures which it was once so busy manufacturing for a helpless and panic- 
stricken people seem to have recoiled on its own head, It was resolved that 
it should die, and dead already it is. Bombay feels relieved and is able to 
breathe more freely. Let us hope the Government of Lord Sandhurst will now 
refrain from setting up another authority, but leave the work fo those most fit 

to perform it. ) : | 


34. The fact that the population this year did not decrease té an appreciable 
ie extent even when the epidemic reached its climax 

oo Ben 07 in Bom. Would warrant. the conclusion that we have seen the 

| tar and suggestions for their Worst that the disease could do, and that if we could 


removal. | muster all our streng th. at points where the enemy 
Indian Spectator (4), 24th found us weakest, we should be able in the future to meet 
Apr. it on more than equal terms and eventually secure & 


decided victory. ‘The precautions, indeed,'must begin from now. Let us, first of 
all, make the entire city clean and healthy. The month anda half of clear weather 
which is at our disposal should be utilized for a vigorous campaign against 
filth and dirt of every kind, whether it be in the interior of houses or -in the 
private or public gutters, or in lanes or by-lanes. It is a matter for regret 
that a campaign of this kind should not have been set on foot and finished 
before now. ‘The one defect of the operations for combating the plague 
.this year has been that much more attention has been paid to infected houses— 
the inside of them we mean—than to the outward surroundings which are 
equally the repositories of dangerous bacilli. This has been the result of the 
dual control—the double sanitary government the city has been blessed with 
since the constitution of the Plague Committee. It would seem that the Com- 
mittee thought that its only business was to take charge of infected people and 
infected houses; and on the whole we have to admit that of late they have 
acquitted themselves well in the performance of the circumscribed duties 
they thus set to themselves. But removal of the sick and of the contacts, 
disinfection of their houses, and even wholesale evacuations of infected locali-. 
ties cannot do much, if the outside of the houses—the lanes, the gutters, and 
the gullies—are not kept scrupulously clean all the while the epidemic rages. 
Not that the Municipality is paying no attention to these—the Health Depart- | 
ment has been doing its work of general sanitation ; but it is not quite up to 
the mark, nor active enough, and its operations are not in unison with those 
of the officers of the Plague Committee. 


35. The Bombay correspondent of the Kesari jocularly observes that, as 
the Plague Committee is itself shortly to be dissolved, 
pif mane V0. the may it has commenced to demolish the segregation huts 
rani cscomts sele. erected by it between Dadar and Matunga. He com- 
tive to the segregation huts plains that the money spent on the erection of these 
erected between Dadar and huts was an absolute waste, in-as-much as the huts 
 atae Py. ees Bombay yemained quite unused and harboured nota single 
gig ort (56) "26th Apr. tenant, from the time of their erection to that of 
their demolition, and suggests that the Corporation, 
which voted away lakhs of rupees to the Plague Committee for expenditure, 
should look carefully into the accounts relating to these segregation huts. 


86. Mr. Secretary Brunton has been appointed the representative of the 
| i __., Karachi Municipality on the local Plague Committee. 
sige in connection with Personally speaking we have not theleast ground to look 
e appointment of a repre- . : De she grax , 100 
sentative of the Karachi @Skance at Mr. Brunton’s appointment to a member- 
Municipality on the local ship of the Committee. He is an earnest and hard- 
Plague Committee. working man, and we do not for a moment doubt his 
Phenix (8), 28rd Apr. = ghility to do full justice to the duties of his new office. 
But Government would have better consulted the interests of decency and 
propriety if they had given the Samra in question to the head of the Corp 
ration. It has been suggested to us that the head of the Corporation — 
been left out in the cold because he happens to be a native of the soil. If an 


vs 
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Indian gentleman had been appointed on the Committee, there would have 
been more popular confidence in its work. It is of course now too late to 
reconsider the decision arrived at, Mr. Brunton having been appointed cannot 
be called upon to vacate his seat, But cannot the Municipality be allowed to 
have two representatives instead of one? We repeat the question and pause 
for a reply. ae | | 


$7. The plague measuresat Karachi ought to be adopted with due regard to 

See ae 2a Hindu and Muhammadan prejudices. The Plague 
Committee, composed as itis of foreigners, may not 
quite know what these prejudices are, and that is why 
— -wesay that there should be an Indian gentleman on 
| _ -the Committee who would be able to guide and 
advise when questions relating to these prejudices crop up. The logic of our 
contention is so very irresistible that it seems to us:nothing short of a wonder | 
that it did not occur to Lord Sandhurst when he formed the Plague Committee. 
The Bombay Plague Committee, too, could boast of no Indian member, and it 
had been found necessary to disband it and entrust its work to Indian gentle- 
men. We do not wish a similar fate to overtake the Karachi Plague Committee, 
but surely it is highly necessary that it should have an Indian member. 


88. The leading men of Karachi waited in deputation on Mr. Cadell on 
Wednesday. last in order to lay before him certain 
Remarks in connection suggestions regarding the plague measures. We can- 
a plague operations in not say that Mr. Cadell was on the occasion the very 
arachi, ; 
Phenix (8), 28rd Apr. soul of courtesy. If anything, he was cross and snap-— 
| pish and somewhat overbearing. Heisa very young 
man and is evidently lacking the wisdom and discretion which characterise age. 
Mr. Cadell seems to be labouring under the delusion that the general body of 
the people has nothing to complain of, and that it is only a set of English-know- 
ing agitators, anxious to embarrass the authorities, who have kicked up all this 
row. As far as they themselves are concerned, educated men do not care one 
brass farthing for either the plague or the plague operations, but they consider 
it their duty to tell the authorities what their ignorant countrymen are saying 
and feeling. If this be construed as intrusion, they cannot help it. Among 
other things it was pointed out to Mr. Cadell that people objected to corpses 
being touched for purposes of medical examination after death, and that the 
doctor ought to put in an appearance before death had taken place. Mr. Cadell, 
who thinks he is quite an courant with all the laws and customs of Indian society, 
said that it was only the Brahmins who objected to corpses being touched. If 
people would agree to such deaths being accepted as arising from plague, he 
would instruct doctors not to touch corpses. Very considerate, no doubt, but the 
prospect of segregation in damp, dingy huts will not tempt people to agree to the 
arrangement with a light heart. So, as it was found that all corpses must be 
examined, whether the touch of the medical hand defiled them or not, it was next 


Request to place one 
Indian - ntleman on the 
Karachi Plague Committee. 

Phenix (8), 27th Apr. - 


_ urged upon the Collector that doctors should be at hand to respond to any call 


that might be made on them, As matters now stand, if a death takes place in 
any house, say at one o’clock in the afternoon, it is not unusual for the doctor 
to turn up several hours later. There are some communities who are religiously 
enjoined not to allow the dead to go without cremation for any length of 
time after death. Another important point raised in the course of the 
discussion referred to the opening of caste hospitals and caste segregation camps 
attached thereto. With regard to the latter the deputation offered to engage 
an entire range of pucka houses in some street for the segregation of the people 
who are now being accommodated in the huts on the Lawrence Road. Mr. 
Cadell is prepared to grant caste hospitals, but caste segregation camps, he said, 


were not to be thought of. When a case of plague occurred in a segregation 


hut, the hut could be at once burnt down, but pucka buildings, when a similar 
emergency arose, could not besimilarly treated. Pucka buildings could be lime- 
washed and disinfected, we suppose, and we do not see why people who have 
never lived in a hut before should be compelled to do so. We would suggest 
igh School be turned into a segregation camp for the Hindus and the 
ressah for the Muhammadams. The accommodation at both the places is 

nt to answer the purpose. 
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39. We fully realise the delicacy of the position in which the authorities 
Phoibin (8), 0rd Ace’ find themselves owing to the second invasion of 
aniz (8), 23rd Apr. = Karf&chi by the bubonic plague, and we disolaim all 
intention to add to their embarrassments. But at the same time we have to voice 
forth public opinion if we are to be true to our salt, and we are sorry to say that 
things are being said, which are calculated to throw the greatest discredit on the 
arrangements madein the Lawrence Road segregation huts for the comfort and 
convenience of the inmates. People who have been there allege that even pri- 
soners in jail fare much better, and that they consider it lucky that they contracted 
no disease during their incarceration. We must either be placed in a position to 
refute these allegations, or we must publish them in all their entirety, so that 
the authorities may know what people are thinking and saying. 


40. We beg respectfuliy to draw the attention of the authorities to 
Keréchi Chronicle (5) the indecent and hasty manner in which plague 
24th Apr. ronicle (5) patients, especially female, are removed to the plague 
hospitals. We do not write this in a carping spirit, 

nor have we the least objection to the measures adopted by the Plague Com- 
mittee to arrest the progress of the epidemic. We writein all loyalty and mainly 
for the information of the authorities that there is dissatisfaction in the min 
of the people. The natives of India especially are very sensitive about the privacy 
of their women. They have a strong prejudice against their females being 
taken away to the plague hospitals and treated by strangers. Only recently, 
on Thursday last, a young Hindu woman, supposed to be attacked by the 
plague, was taken away on a charpoy. by four Muhammadan coolies in 
charge of a policeman from the city. The sight was gloomy. There was 
confusion all round. Any superficial observer must have read from the 
faces of her relatives the unmistakable tale of their inward sorrow and 
excitement. We would respectfully suggest that whenever a case of plague 
occurs, the victim, if a female or a child, be allowed to remain in an isolated 
part of the premises, or, if that be impracticable, may be removed to a plague 
hospital, but at the same time a male relative should be allowed to attend the 
patient. Secondly, instead of a charpoy a carriage should be engaged to carry 
the patient to the plague hospital at the expense of the relatives if they are 
able to pay. Should they be poor, the hire might be paid from the plague funds. 
When the plague was raging at Hyderabad last year the authorities had engaged 
afew carriages for the conveyance of plague patients. Those carriages were 
kept apart and not utilized by healthy people. The same procedure may be 
adopted here with advantage. The expense would be trifling and the members of 
the Plague Committee should not grudge it. These are only suggestions roughly 
thrown out, but we are sure, if carried out, they will remove the grief and 
anxiety to which the present arrangements have given rise. 


41, We have given the plague valiant battle, but we have failed to arrest 

- its onward course, The mortuary returns are climbing 

Phentz (8), 27th Apr. = mountain high, and the Plague Committee find them- 

selves beaten at all poimrts. We think it is time they put their money on some 

other horse. The present measures have been weighed in the scale and found 

miserably wanting. There must be something wrong about them, or they 

would not have: failed of their object. Most of the cases, if not all, have ended 

fatally, and it is about time that we tried to find out the cause of this holocaust. 

Home segregation has been suggested in certain quarters, and as it is sure to 
give the patient a much better chance, we think it should be given a trial. — 


42. Times without number we have written about the difficulty which 
people have to experience in obtaining certificates of 

Alleged difficulty of ob- death. A municipal commissioner had a child born 
taining death certificates at +o him on Sunday last, which breathed its last soon 
—Phawis (8), 27th Apr. after it had seen the light. The gentleman engaged 
two carriages and sent one of them to the Sadar and 

the other to the vaccination station. Atthe former place no Inspector could be 
found, and at the latter the chief officer who was present said that he 


had no authority to grant certificates. Mr, Barkar was next approached, but 
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he could not be of any help in the matter. At last the screw was tried on the 
formidable Cork, who is a very obliging man after a fashion, The doctor had 
then been hanging about the Muchi Meani quarter, and a certificate was 
obtained from him that the case was not one of plague. The child had died at 
five o’clock in the morning; the certificate was obtained at four o’clock in 
the afternoon. The people who took the corpse to the cremation place returned. 

home towards the small hours of the morning. We suppose they had to 
fast all the time as is the custom with all Hindus. Cannot the convenience 
of the people be better attended to ? 


43. Complaints from the Malir detention camp come pouring in; and 
_____ the only redeeming feature is the sympathetic desire of 
Complaints from the Malir Ty, Niblock to minimise as far as possible the discom- 
an forts and hardships to which people are subjected in 
Pheentz (8), 27th Apr. 
consequence of insufficiency of accommodation. The 
Commissioner in Sind told the deputation that waited on him during the first 
week of this month that it was under contemplation to establish a detention 
camp at Kardchi. _We may suggest that in view of the fact that large numbers 
of people are daily leaving Karachi, preferring safety to ten days’ hardship of 
detention in the Malir camp, a detention camp may be established in Karachi 
for the detention of persons leaving Karachi at a time when the Malir camp 
is too full to admit of any more persons. : 


44, The Surat correspondent of the Gujardti writes :—There is considerable 
decrease in the plague mortality in the city, and still 

ha ig ih plague opers- mn wt quer oe on ets ae Pog allowing 
ate (14 e people residing in the camps outside the city to 
on Se nee retarn to their homes in the city. The people bitterly 
complain against this indifference of the authorities, as the marriage season is 
approaching and some of those detained in the camps have to make preparations 


for weddings in their families. 


45. The people of Surat have been greatly bothered by the quarantine 

restrictions and the pass system, and anxiously await 

Relaxation of some plague the relaxation of these measures, as the plague has 

i iclecs Mare (113) “ 44, _ #bated at Bombay, at Surat, and also in the mofussil. 

Pity Surya Prakésh (129), 1tis, therefore, highly desirable to respect their wishes 

23rd Apr. and to allow them to move about freely after strict 

medical examination. [The Surya Prakdsh also ex- 

prseeet » obi similar sentiments, remarking that plague measures should be 
relaxed, 


46. One of our correspondents, who has had experience of the quarantine 


camp at Ratnagiri, writes that people who arrive at that 
A quarantine grievance at place at about 1 a.m. with passes exempting them from 


ng hodhak (86), 24th quarantine have to remain confined in the quarantine 
Apr. camp until 8 a.M., because at the time of their arrival 


at the bandar there is no one to examine their passes 
and toallow them to entér the town. We request the authorities to remove 
the inconvenience suffered by hundreds of passengers in this matter by arranging 


to post one officer at the bandar to examine passes as soon as the passengers 
land at Ratnagiri. ae 


47. A correspondent, writing from Vengurla, says:—The miseries which 

_. the people have to suffer on account of the local 

Grievances in connection quarantine aré simply proving a trial to their patience 
Vongarle viens oeye at and forbearance. The well-to-do escape the annoy- 
Satya Shodhak (86), 24th nce of the quarantine camp by depositing a sum of 
Apr. | Rs. 10 for each person, but the poor who have to 
remain in the camp for ten days are pestered so much 

by fleas and bugs that ten days are to them equal to ten years. Those who are 
Tet out on surveillance: have to submit themselves for medical examination at 
. & P.M, every day, but.since the place of examination is changed from the Candy 
dispensary to pepe near the quarantine camp, the women and children are 
put to ‘a great: deal of inconvenience on account of the scorching heat. The 
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authorities should either hold the examination at some place in the centre of 
the town or change the time of the medical examination from evening to some 
hour in the morning. : te ) 


48. The official year, so far as the A’bkari Department of the Secretariat 
fet is is concerned, ends on 3lst July. The report for the 
delay in thesauhy the alleged Official year which ended on 81st J uly 1896, strange 

y in the-publication of the hee ° | ; ° 
annual report of the Bombay 10 say, just seen the light of day! It is twenty- 
A’bkéri Department for the one months overdue. What may be the reason of 
~~ outing t | pts ai, ‘his extraordinary delay ? As (a rule, the A’bkéri 
Abe, Bak. ole (117), 44th yeport never appears in time like the reports of other 
| departments, possibly because. the A’bkari Depart- 
ment is a “‘ licensed.”? one and has a“ permit ’’ from His Excellency the Governor 
in Council to issue its report whenever it chooses, The license is not quali- 
fied with any restrictions or limitations, we presume. Neither isit to be supposed 
that it is subject to any “ fine” like -the ordinary “licensed dealer” in spirits. 
All the same, it is to be hoped that some one responsible will urge it to publish 
punctually its annual report. Is it possible to conceive that these laggards 
may have a weebit of spirits too much, and that they. are labouring under a 
condition of insobriety which is inconsistent with their duty to prepare the 
necessary report in time ? 


49. The Khots of Konkan, who are responsible to Government for the 
collection of the land revenue of their respective 
Grievances of the Khotsin villages, have long been labouring under a real griev- 

the Batnégm cnc, ue ance and have been sending petitions after petitions 
e alleged indifference of ie 
Government in the matter. | Praying for redress for the last four or five years, but 
' Pratod (82), 25th Apr. Government have not yet paid any attention to these. 
The grievance of the Khots is that though the figure 
of the total assessment of the village has been raised under the survey settle- 
ment the assessment in kind which they are entitled to collect from individual 
landholders remains the same as it was before the survey was made, The 
consequence of this arrangement is that the Khots have not only no margin of 
- profit whatsoever, but are, on the contrary, obliged to make up the total amount 
of the village land revenue by contributions from their own pockets. Their 
position, under these circumstances, has become quite unenviable, indeed. 


50. A correspondent writes :—The idea that a condemned man can appea 
straight to the Throne over the heads of the Viceroy 
The right ofa condemned and the provincial satraps is only a make-believe in 
man to appeal to the Crow> my opinion, and was first started at the time of the 
| “elo smPpy ems grand and imposing show at Delhi in 1877, when the 
Champion (2), 24th Apr. | Queen took the title of _Kaiser-e-Hind or Empress of 
India. It is only a blind calculated to throw dust in 
the eyes of the people and to suggest to them ‘that there is something personal 
about the rule of the Queen-Empress in India.’ And} as such it is worse than 
nothing and only prolongs the tortures of the condemned suppliant for 
‘Imperial mercy. This is well illustrated by the recent Chapekar case and 
the now almost forgotten Fonseca case. As a matter of fact, the Queen- 
Empress is as much a constitutional monarch in India asin England, though 
the people themselves are totally ignorant of it, and believe in the absolute power 
and authority of Her Majesty. If there is any single person wielding Imperial 
authority over India, he is the Secretary of State for India. 


51, Much acquaintance with judicial etiquette is not needed to know 
that the Judge, if at all, has erred on the side.of 

“aaa tne coats Severity, but certainly not on the side of leniency. In 
Mir: Justice Tyabji on rioters cases triable by a jury, they alone are the judges of 
convicted of the offence of facts, and. when they are divided in opinion in the ratio 
- murdering two soldiers. of four to five, the presiding Judge is bound to dis- 
oe — sh (15), 25th charge the jury. the majority is only six, the 
oe lowest, limit for conviction is reached, asit is only.then 
that the presiding. Judge has the choice to accept the verdict of the majority. 
But even then, considerate Judges do not over-look the fact that three honest 
~ citizens have taken a different view from himself, and make'use of it in deter- 
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mining the sentence to be passed on the prisoners. Looked at from this 
standpoint, even the fifth prisoner ought to have been sentenced to transporta- 
tion for life only. | oi ey - 


52. The Kdémgdr refers tothe encounter which the Poona police recently 
Bo had with a band of two hundred dacoits assembled 
Alleged frequency of da- in the jungle near Bérdmati, and observes :—Dacoities 
ete os other crimes com~ and such other crimes are generally committed by 
and the duty of Government ow-caste people such as Ramoshis, Mahars and 
in the matter. - Mangs, because these people are uneducated and 
Kamger (16), 25th Apr. have no means of acquiring an honest living. It is, 
" - therefore, the duty of Government to educate them, 
to provide them with the means of earning their living honestly and thus to 
dissuade them from evil ways. But Government has no money for carrying 
out such internal reforms. They are always thinking of incréasing the pay of 
British soldiers and: keeping the army always ready for war, and can afford to 
spend krors of rupees on these objects. But they cannot spare a hundredth part 
of that expenditure for improving the condition of the people. The Secretary 
of State recently rejected the proposal of establishing in India a physical labora- 
tory for scientific research as soon as he discovered that its estimated cost came 
up to six lakhs of rupees, but he could easily spare six krors for the frontier wars ! 
e must refrain from making further comments on these matters lest they be 
considered seditious. 


53. The Natwe Opinion describes the recent encounter of the Béramati 
police headed by Rao Saheb Puntambekar (Mamlatdar) 

_ Courage shown by @ Brah- with a band of dacoits in a jungle some miles away 
counter with dacoits and the {rom Béramati, and writes:—The pluck and courage 
alleged cowardice of the Shown by Rao Saheb Puntambekar are deserving 
mounted police who accom- of the highest praise. Some may be disposed to 
er m9 inion (17), 28th blame the Rao Saheb for his rashness, but these people 
Apr. bt forget that a really brave man is apt in times of crises 
: to be rash. We want to know, however, how’ the Rao 

Saheb was allowed to face the dacoits with but a single sowar by the chief con- 


stable and the other sowars who were all on horseback and accompanied the 


Rao Saheb from the first. They ought to have remained with the Mamlatdar 


all the while. Even the single sowar who was with Mr. Puntambekar till the 
moment of the encounter turned back at the nick of time, and the chief 
constable and the sowars sought refuge in flight, leaving the poor Mamlatdar 
alone. Had all the five men been with the Mamlatdar, the dacoits would never 
have attacked him as they did. The conduct of the defaulting police requires 
explanation. | | 


54. A correspondent, writing from Satara, says :—A friend remarked the 
other day that we have now begun to feel that we are 
Alleged unprovoked assault under British rule.. I do not know what the gentle- 
War Native committed by @ man exactly meant. But it seems he had in his mind 
urovean officer at Satara. est rae 
Mahrdtta (7), 24th Apr. | the following remarkable incident. For plague pur- 
ae .. poses the’ Sdtéra District is divided into circles, each 
of which is put in charge of a European supervising officer with a Native 
staff consisting of a doctor, inspectors, police and disinfecting parties. Circle 
No. 14, including infected places in the Satara Taluka, is in charge of 
Mr. Rowecroft, a military officer. This gentleman was returning from one 
of his bi-weekly visits on 23rd March to Yawateshwar, a hill station about 
$ miles off from Sdétéra. Mr. V. A. Sohoni, B.A., 1st Assistant Master, 
Sétara High School, was also returning from his plague duty in the town to 
his hut at the foot of the hill with two of his colleagues. Mr. Rowecroft 
reined in his horse on meeting Mr. Sohoni and disdainfully accosted him in 
these words : “ Well, fellow, man, who are you? You passed by me nearly a 
dozén times and never once raised your hand in salutation.” Mr. Sohoni 


replied, “IT am the Ist Assistant Master in the Sdtéra High School. I am not 


rsonally ee ‘with you. But do you recommend salutation only as a 
r of gen manly conduct or lay it down asarule?” “Yes, I lay it down 
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asarule.” Mr. Rowecroft insisted on being saluted. Mr. Sohoni thought no 
harm in pleasing the Saheb with a salaam. Mr. Rowecroft, however, complained 
that the hand was not sufficiently raised and rodeon. Mr. Sohoni thereupon 
wrote to the Saheb asking him to give detailed instructions as to what he 
expected of him when they met next. The Saheb wrote in reply that the hand 
must be raised to the centre of the forehead and a proper salaam made. Mr, 
Sohoni quietly treasured up the hint. On the 11th instant Mr. Sohoni encoun- 
tered the Saheb near the same place. He sat tired by the road-side, his back 
turned to the road. His colleague walked ahead. The Saheb with the Native 
doctor came riding from the Yawateshwar side. Mr. Sohoni has an abnormally 
weak sight, and being a man of nearly fifty is practically a weak, old man. 
Hearing the tramp of the horse’s feet he turned round and saw the Saheb. 
He salaammed him by motioning his hand. It did not satisfy the Saheb. 
The Saheb calied out to him to raise his hand. Mr. Sohoni replied that he had 
done what good manners required and that was the way he saluted even the | 
Collector, Mr. Rowecroft looked round to make sure that nobody was near 
enough to succour the man and got down from hishorse. Leaving it in charge of 
the doctor, who had also followed the example of his master, he proceeded to Mr. 
Sohoni and said, “ Will you raise your hand or not ?”? Mr. Sohoni was stubborn, 
whereupon the Saheb gave him two slaps on one of his cheeks, The old man 
was taken aghast. He was standing in the gutter. He merely replied, “I am 
too weak and old to retaliate; you have caught mesingle. You have physically 
triumphed; the moral victory will be with me. Ishall do your bidding.” 
Whereupon Mr. Rowecroft gave more slaps on the other cheek and said, “ You 
must know how to salute a man of the ruling race.’’? One version of the sto 

is that he even used his horse-whip. This is not, however, corroborated. ‘A 
communication is forwarded to the Collector, who has promised enquiry. Let 
us see if the coward of the ruling race crowns his dastardly act with a lie. The 
act. coming from a military officer is regarded as one of deliberate cowardice 
and has created an amount of sensation... Many of the students of the venerable 
master, members of the subject race, are prepared to pass the man of the ruling 
race without raising a hand in salutation. The aggrieved party is waiting to 
know the action of the Collector in the matter before proceeding legally. Refer- 
ring to the above the paper remarks :—If the facts be all true, they disclose a 
very bad case against a member of the Satara European community. The 
arrogance of individual Europeans has begun to assume an alarming aspect, . 
and we appeal to Government to take earnest steps to check it, for neglect in | 
the matter would give rise. to the thought that Government approve of such 
arrogant conduct on the part of its officers. It is this spirit of pride and con- 
tempt of the rights of the Natives that makes the estrangement of the rulers and 
the ruled wider every day. It is this spirit which more than anything else 
produces a sort of disaffection in the hearts of the people, and if there be any 
danger to British rule in India it may arise only from this mischievous spirit of 
Europeans. We are really anxious to know that the Satara authorities have 
done all that is expected of them in punishing the arrogant European offender 
and giving full satisfaction to the injured party. 


55. ‘The gentleman aggrieved is a man of position, and we are sure the 
Collector of Sétara will not let the matter drop with- 
out giving satisfaction to the injured gentleman. 
Examples of action to such arrogant officers and their 
pranks are very rare in this part of the country, It is therefore to be hoped that 
a full enquiry will be made into this case, so that other officers of the same turn 
of mind might not feel inclined to follow the example. ; 


56. The Kesari gives a similar version of the incident and proceeds as fol- 
| ; lows :—The Collector, in his reply to Mr. Sohoni’s 
Kesari (56), 26th Apr.; ¢ommunication, intimates that the fault lies partially 
Indu Prakash (1), 2th with both the parties and that they should settle the 
aa matter by begging each other’s apology. He tells 
Mr. Sohoni that it is but proper that Natives should salute superior Euro- 
pean officers, It is, no doubt, creditable to the soldierly training of the 
European officers that they should assault an old Native in a solitary place. 
We cannot also sufficiently admire the diplomacy of ‘the civilian officer, who, 
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Dny@n Prakash (8), 25th 
Apr., Eng. cols. 


Oey EE Bt Oe A Pa aC, en) eaagy ae 
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as it were, aggravates the injury by telling an unoffending and deeply offended 
man like Me Sohoni that he ‘ein fault and must settle the matter (amicably). 
We think that there is at present a regular competition, as it were, among some 
6f the civil and military officers of the Queen as to who shows the greatest 
skill in insulting the Natives. We suggest to His Excellency the Viceroy 
that if he has just now no other legislative business like the revision of the 
Indian Penal and the Oriminal Procedure Codes in hand, he should set 


about drawing up a code of etiquette, so that the Natives might know exactly the | 


- form and the manner of saluting and addressing European officers in accordance 


‘28rd Apr. 


with their rank and status. The Viceroy should also prescribe a scale of penalties 
stating the number of kicks and blows that would be inflicted in each particular 
case of violation of etiquette. If this were to be done, the Natives would see 
nothing illegal in the high-handed insolence of the Europeans. We have not 
yet heard the last of the Satara incident. Mr. Sohoni has again addressed the 
Collector on the subject, and we await the latter’s reply to it before writing 
further on the subject. [The Indu Prakdsh expresses similar sentiments. | 


57. The assault made by a military European officer at Sdtdra on the 1st 

es Assistant Master of the local High School must give 
a Va haps Cs (iss, rise to a feeling of surprise. and despair in the public 
~ 6 ei ala aa * mind. Such instances of high-handedness on the part 
| of Europeans have been latterly on the increase, and 
they can by no means be said to reflect credit on the righteous British adminis- 
tration, They, on the contrary,. inevitably lead to an impression in the public 
mind that even petty European officers take advantage of the general displeasure 
of the ruling authority against the subject population. The aggrieved party 
appealed to the Collector of Satara for redress, but the latter took no serious 
notice of it. We urgently recommend Government not to fail to inflict condign 
punishment on such high-handed Europeans. [The Dnydn Chakshu of the 
same date expresses similar sentiments, | : 


| Municipalities. 


58. The town of Sinnar has been deprived of its municipality, the reason 


for such a. step probably being the recent riot at that 
Abolition of the munici- place. It can, however, never be right to suppose 


pality of Sinnar in the Nésik that the inhabitants of a town are unfit to manage their. 


District di d. . st eon > ‘ ‘ 
‘Ka'l (51), 29th ‘kin own affairs because a riot occurred in their midst, 


It. is wrong to deprive them of their civic rights, 
acquired after great difficulty, on such a pretext. It was the duty of the 
police at Sinnar to suppress the riot that’ occurred there, and if they failed to 
do so, their services should be dispensed with. But such a thing will never 
happen. It isthe innocent who are always dragged (to the altar) to be offered 
as victims. If the enforcement of the plague rules framed by Government was 
felt to be oppressive by the people of Sinnar, just as it was found to be so by the 
inhabitants of several other towns, why should the'local municipality be made to 
suffer ?. Were there not plague riots in other towns also, such as Hardwar and 
Bombay ? Why then should Sinnar alone be deprived of its municipality ? The 


rules. framed by Government are bad, but the people of Sinnar are strangely 
made to suffer for them. ot 


NV. ative States: 


59. The Shri Saydji Vijaya compares the plague administration in 
| British India with that in Baroda, and says that 
Praise of the Plague Com- 


sasioner in the Baroda State ‘Here have been no riots or general discontent 
for having successfully stamp- @t Baroda because the plague administration was 
ed out the plague without entrusted to Mr. Samarth, a most energetic, reso- 


giving rise to any discontent. lyte, considerate and straightforward officer. The 


point Sayayt Vijaya (19), arrangements made by Mr. Samarth for suppressing the 


lague, adds the paper, were approved by all . the 


British officers who went to Baroda to see what they were like, and Mr. 
- Samarth deserves to be congratulated upon the success which has attended his 
efforts in eradicating the plague from Baroda. ¥ 
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60. A correspondent, writing from Kolh4pur, says :—The Kolhépur quaran- 

: |, tine has, indeed, been very useful in keeping out the 

___ Complaint about the ylasue, but the ‘strictness has been carried to 4 very 
quarantine at Kolhapur f ea nee : r,s : Arg ed 
being over-strict. | orrid extreme. It is certainly a nuisance when 
Mahratia (7),24th Apr. § people of note are detained in quarantine, whether 
| _ they come from affected or non-affected districts. 
Colonel Wray, the Political Agent, is very scrupulous in granting passes t6 
in-comers ; in fact, he very rarely issues any atall. Mr. Candy is a European of 
high position in the State and yet he failed to procurea pass for a short trip, ‘The 
Chief of Ichalkaranji, who had been to Bombay for the Council meeting, had 
to undergo ten days’ quarantine. The Chief of Miraj has been all along staying 
at Miraj where not a single plague case has yet occurred and still he could not 
come over to Kolhapur to attend the annual Rajaramian gathering. This is 
indeed a scandal when men like Mr, Justice Farran, who have been staying in 
Bombay, the very centre of the plague, come straight to Kolhapur and run 
over to the specially protected hill station, Pandla. If Mr. Justice Farran 
can not carry infection with him, how could the Chief of Ichalkaranji or the 
Chief of Miraj? Their servants could have been detained if required. But to 
detain men of such known respectability is to give them uncalled for annoyance. 
The whole affair is becoming a scandal and growing troublesome to all sorts of 


people. 


Intelligence extracted from the Press. 


61. Weare glad to say that the Shri Shivaji festival in Poona for the 
| present year has so far passed off without any hitch 
Celebration of the Shivaji and with a good deal of enthusiasm, and thanks are 
 aneans TT. 2 i ke due to those earnest workers who, in spite of all the 
neglect. of friends and the obstruction of opponents, 
called up their courage and made the festival an accomplished fact. This year 
the city being free from plague the festival could be held in the city itself. 
But the absence of the most eminent citizens of Poona and sincere supporters of 
the Shivaji festival makes this year’s gathering painful. The programme of this 
year’s festival consists of almost the same sort of engagements as were provided 
last year, viz., hirtans, puran, lectures, singing and gymnastic sports. There 
was a large gathering on each day. The publicity which the managers of the 
movement give to.everything in the programme of the festival is proof enough 
that they are ready to invite all scrutiny into the affair from anybody. But 
unfortunately these advances are not responded to with equal frankness. 


62. We are glad to tell - ae ‘that a Shivaji festival was 

ar ,;; duly celebrated in Poona, its programme extending 
Pilar gery ~vabnd oy pei over three days. Those who celebrated the Shivayi 
places in the Bombay Presi-. festival this year in Poona as well as in other places 
dency. must be given the credit of having acted up to their 
pnets (00), SEem Ape. sense of duty in spite of discouraging circumstances. 
We say so because some timid and selfish persons have come to believe that it 
is a sin even to utter the name of Shivaji, since the Shivaji movement has fallen 
under the ban of the displeasure of Government. The picture of Shivaji was 
duly installed in the temple of Shri Vithal and was worshipped for three days 
with all religious formalities by the faithful admirers of Shivaji. On the 
morning of the first day there wasa Kirtan, describing the birth of Shivaji. 
An essay was read in the afternoon on behalf of the Sanmitra Samaj, as usual, in 
which the want of self-respect among the people and their indifference towards 
history were deplored. Professor Jinsivale expressed regret in a pathetic speech 
that several persons who had graced last year’s celebration by their presence were 
unable through misfortune to attend this year’s festival. On the night of the 
first day Mr. Keshavrao Godbole delivered a lecture on “ Religion ” and Professor 
Jinsivale also spoke on the same subject for aboat an hour. On the second day, 
Professor Paranjpe gave a reading from the Mahabharata, the subject of which 
was the moral advice given by. Dhaumya Rishi to the Pandavas on the way they 
were to conduct themselves at the house of Virata. This was followed by a 
Kirtan and music at night. Onthethird day there was an exhibition of Riyatoal 
‘sports, such as fencing and wrestling, in an open space near Maticha Ganpati. — 

‘A District Court Pleader delivered a lecture in the evening on the lessons 
to be derived from Shivaji’s life. The lecture was followed by a. speech 


Mutt ee 


from Mr. Pangarkar, who said that before Shivaji’s efforts were erowned with 
success the Marathas had gradually obtained a footing at the great Mogal’s court 
both as civil and military officers, and that Shivaji succeeded only because a saint 
like Ramdas was born at the time to awaken, religious enthusiasm among the 
pears. A kirtan at night followed by the recitation of bhajan (prayer) songs 
al 1 


the melas brought the celebration to a close. Professor Jinsivale presided on 
occasions during the celebration, and he succeeded in infusing a good deal of 
enthusiasm among those who were present to hear him. In another place, 
the paper writes that the Shivaji festival was celebrated at several other places 
besides Poona, such as Vijayadurg (Ratnagiri), Shahdpur (near Belgaum), Hyder 
abad (Deccan), Pimpalgaon (Nasik), Agashi (near Bassein), Digraj (near Sangli), 
Nandurbér (Khandesh), Kolhépur, Lonawli, &c. It observes that it is worthy 
of note that the festival should have been celebrated without any opposition 
from the official class at the Nizam’s capital, and says that the popularity of the 
Shivaji festival in spite of the untoward events of last year must effectu- 
ally silence its detractors. 


63. One of our friends, who had gone to witness the Shivaji celebration in 
| Poona, remarked to us that he observed a great change 
_ Alleged change in thetone of tone in the speeches delivered there. He said that 


of the speeches and readings . ee 
piven 0 the Ghivali: oslebre- the speeches were not violent, nor condemnatory of 


tion in Poona this year. the policy of Government, and that they contained no 
Dnyén Prakésh (42), 28th irrelevant allusions to the atrocities of the French 
Apr. 7 Revolution. The subject of the mythological read- 


ing also, observed our. friend, was as different from 
that of last year as the north pole is from the south pole, and breathed a spirit of 
conciliation and compromise ani not of insolence or defiance. Our friend thinks 
that this complete change was probably due to the new law of sedition. 


64, The anniversary of the birth of Shivaji was celebrated in Bombay at 
Shenvis’ Thakurdwar, A puran, a kirtan and lec- 
Shivaji celebration at Bom- tures formed part of the programme. The subject 
Se of the puran (mythological reading) was the story of 
oe Vaibhav (69), 25th the king Vena, the moral of which is that hen a 
king oppresses his subjects and tries to destroy their 
religion, the leaders of the people first try to correct him by advice, and that if he 
still persists in his oppressive acts the subjects rightly proceed to depose him 
and substitute another in his place. This was what happened to king Vena, 
a wicked and obstinate monarch, as the story goes, The kirtan gave an 
historical account of the period from the time of the grandfather of Shivaji up 
to the date of Shivaji’s birth, The preacher fully impressed: upon the minds of 
the audience that Shivaji was an incarnation of God and was sent into the world 
* deliver the people (Hindus) from their oppressors and to preserve their 

religion. 
65. A correspondent of the Kdl writes that the Shivaji festival was duly 
celebrated this year at Raygad and Mahdd, and that the 
Celebration of the Shivaji programme as usual consisted of prayers, mela songs 
peace: Ake’, ‘e rancher and a lecture. The correspondent requests the people 
P' Kal (51), 29th due. a of Mahad to go to Raygad next year for holding their 
dhari Mitra (77),24th Apr. Shivaji celebration. |The Pandhari Mitra says a 
similar celebration in honour of Shivaji was held at 

Pandharpur on the 22nd ultimo. |] 


66. The birthday festival of Shivaji was celebrated as usual for two days 
: at Ratnaégiri. Owing to the sedition scare, doubts 
- in of the Shivaji were entertained 3 vce as to whether the festival 
nice eb oye would at all be celebrated this year, but by the grace 
Apr. —— (88), 2ith of God it was eventually celebrated, though on a 
| smaller scale. A kirtan, a lecture, a procession to 
the goddess Bhagavati, athletic sports, &c., formed part of the programme. 
One speciality of this year’s celebration was a lecture by the well-known 
astronomer of Mahéd. m 
67. We are glad to pg that the eon - the men anniversary 
ee of Shivaji passed off yesterday without any hitch. 
sean lat Bon (Koléba). The programme comprised a kirtan on Shivaji, a grand 
, SudhGkar (92), 23rd Apr, signa: cabbage the town and the singing of songs 
= sdy =melas to which the people of all castes and creeds 


~ 


Stags ot 


68, A correspondent, writing from oe says :—It was an imposing 
scene, the one at the Shivaji Theatre this morning, 
' Celebration of the Shivaji when the place was packed full of people to com- 
estival at KolLdpur, 2 (2. 0s Hg 
Mahrdita (7), 24th Apr,  Memorate the memory of the “immortal Shivaji.’ 
It was a pleasant sight to see bright young faces in 
gala uniforms cheerfully performing functions assigned to them and assisting in 
making the celebration of the birthday of the great Shivaji quite a success. 
At 8 p.m. the kirtan commenced and was continued till 10 a.m., the hour of 
Shivaji’s birth. Inthe centre of the stage was erected a pile of pictures in 
frames. Portraits of Messrs. B. G, Tilak and B, N. Joshi stood at the bottom. 
Above these were those of His Highness Shahu Chhatrapati, his father, 
grandfather and great-grandfather in two rows. Above these stood a big 
portrait of the Maratha hero, Shivaji, On the top of all stood a picture of 
Shri Samartha. In front of this picturesque pile stood our haridas and 
narrated the story of Shivaji’s birth. In connection with this festival a 
meeting is to be held to-night at the theatre, where some set speeches will 
be repeated and ballads sung. The Shivaji ballad has been specially pre- 
pared and will be sung by professionals. On Saturday evening there will be 
athletic sports on the matdan outside the city. In the afternoon on Sunday 
there will be a lecture in connection with this movement, and the same evening 
there will be very attractive dandpatta sports. 


69. In view of the approaching departure of our popular Collector, 

Win tiiesiballh Misieneleniiaas Mr. Cumine, who goes home next week after complet- 
in honour of Mr. Cumine, 228 bis term of office, a grand fruit party was given in 
I.C.8., on the eve of his his honour by the Honourable Mr. D. 8. Garud on 


departure from Khandesh. the 20th instant. A special mandap was erected in . 


. Rap ag Vaibhav (58), Myr. Garud’s compound and beautifully decorated 

sees with flags and evergreens for the occasion. Mr. Cumine 
mixed freely among those invited to meet him, and these included all the high 
officers and respectable gentry of the place. Fruit and light refreshments were 
provided for the guests, The Honourable Mr. Garud made a short speech thank- 
ing Mr. Cumine for the kind interest taken by him in the Garud family. 
Mr. Cumine replied in suitable terms and said that he was delighted to meet 
the gentlemen assembled. After the distribution of pim and attar and a pretty 
display of fireworks, the function came to a close. 


70. There isa village called Ravangaon near Bardmati. In the jungle 

| adjoining this village a party of about 200 dacoits lay 

Account of an encounter jin concealment. Rao Saheb Puntambekar, per- 

el gia in the Poon® wanent Mamlatdar of Bérdmati but now on leave, 

Vydpéri (108), 20th Apr. $06 scent of the whereabouts of the dacoits and he 

: immediately set out in their pursuit with a party 

of policemen, sowars and some local gymnasts. As the pursuing party neared 

the place of refuge of the dacoits, the latter opened a volley of stones. 

Mr. Puntambekar was hit in two places and fell down unconscious from his horse. 

He was picked up in the same state next morning. The Police Inspector, who 

was one of th2 party, has received an injury in one of hisarms. Two of the 

dacoifs were killed, while a third was caught alive, though injured in the leg. 

Two dacoits who had gone to Bérémati to purchase sweetmeats are also in police 

custody. Mr. Puntambekar showed great courage in successfully defending 
the town of Baramati from the raid of the dacoits. 


71. We are credibly informed by a gentleman 


Report regarding the boy- from Baroda that there is not the slightest truth in the 
= “< — dn Galicc, report published in some newspaper that some Con- 
labency contradicted. ‘gress journals were boycotted from the Baroda College 

Gujarati (111), 24th Apr. Library on account of the tone of their political 


writings. 
| B. V, JOSHI, 
Acting Reporter on the Native Press 


Office of the Reporter on the Native Press, 
New Secretariat, Bombay, 3rd May 1898. 
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Politics and the Public Administration 


Abkéri: Correction with regard to certain criticisms on the last — report for 

the Bombay Presidency ... ‘es oe oe eee 17 
Appointments: Remarks in connection with the rumoured selection of an 

officer from Bengal to act as Chemical Analyser to the Bombay Govern- 


ment during the absence of Dy. Collis Barry _... abe ‘i. 2 we 
 Bubonic plague : ) a : 
Detention camps: Prayer for the abolition of the detention camp at 
gees Pandharpur ee ove eos in ese 22 


Medical and other officers on plague duty: Alleged corruption of medical 
and other officers in charge of the segregation, detention and dis- 


infecting camps erected at various places ... eee eee 20 & 21 
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request to the Governments of other provinces to adopt the same ... 18 
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a request to the Chief Justices of the. various High Courts to 
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Remarks in connection with the prosecution of certain passengers by a 
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Remarks on the trials of European soldiers accused of murdering or as- 
saulting Natives... a ee ‘ a 


Sentence passed by the Chief Presidency Magistrate, Bombay, on a 
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Pensions: Request to the Bombay Government to grant—to the families of 
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lunders of his administration relating to — jes 6 
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Intelligence extracted from the Press— Be ot 


Dacoits in the Poona District: A detailed and reliable account of the recent 
encounter of the Bérdémati Police with a party of dacoits near Ravangaon. 44 
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The late Dr. Atmaram Pandurang, G.G.M.C. ... Mis ve 48— 50 
The late Mr. Shankar Balkrishna Dixit “ ‘o noe 
~_—— celebrations : 
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The Bombay East Indian... 


eae ion... 


Dnyéa Prakash . ove 
Spectator and Voice of India 


~ Karachi Chronicle see 


| K&éthiawar Times .... 


- Mahbratta .. 
» Phoenix .. 


~ 


— Quarterly J ournal of the Poona Sarva 
janik Sabha . eee 
Railway Advocate ove 


as, Sind Times ri oi 
An @Lo-MaRATHI. 
The Din Bandhu ane iia 


.Dnyan Chakshu .... eee 


te énodaya 


u Prakash YT) eee 
Kimede or Workman ... 
Native Opinion ... sos 


Prabhakar 


Shri Sayaji Vijay a. 
Subodh Patrika ... cee 


Sudharak ,.. 


The Aram 


99 
99 
99 
” 


Vartahar ... ae ae 
MARATHI, | 

Ayunodays ae eee 

A'ry4vart .o. wee 


Bakul 


Belgaum Saméchér a, 


Bhut its 
Chandanshu 


Chandraként ... ran 
Chandrodaya =... eve 


Chikitsak... 
Chitragupta 


Daivadnya Mitra cee 
Daivadnya Samachar... 


Dakhan 


amachar PRS 


Dakshin Vritt ... nie 
Deshakdlavartamaén  ... 


Dhanada... 


Dharwar Vritt ee eee 


Dhureen ... 


mer + poe cee “ 
Dnydn Sa —_— 7 
Ganga Lakes see ove 


Gurékhi ... 
Gurakhi ... 


Hindu Punch ... sas 
*, Jagadddarsh 


Jagad-hitechchhu oe 
Jagatsamachir ... eee 


Kal me 
Ka4lid4s eee 
Kalpataru... 
Karmanuk 
Keral J€okil 


Kesari 
Khandesh ‘Chitragu ta .. 
Khadndesh Vaibhav . i 


Khara Prakdr 
Kumtha Vritt ... iene 
Lokaseva... — 
Madatnis... 

Madhu Makshika a 


u Vritb ... ‘ee 


‘Mahérishtra Mitra... 
“Mabéréshtra Vritt —... 


| Tésgaon... 
-| Chikodi 


Dharwar 
Belgaum 
Poona ee 


Thana... 
Poona ... 
Dh4rwér 
Sholapur 


| Poona... 
--| Bombay 


Poona... 
Dhulia 
Do. 


| Bombay 


Kumta 
Nasik . 


| Ratnagiri 
+B lgaum 

| Wai... 
.| Satara... 


Do. eee 


eve 


Weekly ... 


.| Bi-weekly 
.| Quarterly 


Wevkly ... 
Bi-wovkly 


Do. 2 


Bi-weekly 


Weekly .., 
Bi-weekly 
Daily... 


: scr wall 


Weekly .. 
Sit inc 
Do. 


Fortnightly 
Weekly ... 
jr 
Do.. He 


Weekly .. 
D0. ses 
sen 
ae 
Da... 

Monthly ... ws 
SOs ess 

DOs .. ws 

Weekly see 
Sei eee 

Fortnightly 

Weekly ... 
Do. ove 


Do. 


; Monthly. eR 


Fortnightly 2%, 


Names of Newspapers, . 
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my 
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Co: 
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Mara'tHi—contiwied, 


The Mitrodaya ps 


The 


99 
” 
9 
99 
” 
9 
99. 
9 

99 
99 
99 
9 
99 


.Moda 


~ Bro 
. Buddhi Prakésh .., 


' Chhatrapati _ 
~ ‘Deshi 


ritt “ie 
Munibai Vaibhav 

Nagar Samfchér... 
Nasik Vaibhav ... 
NA&sik Vritt os 
Nipdni Vaibhav ... 
Nydya Sindhu ... 
Panchanan ses 
Pandhari Bhushan. 
P andhari Mitra’ eee 
Pen Samachar ... 


Poona Vaibhav ... . 


Prabodh Chandrika 
Prabodh Ratni ... 
Pratod ... ‘ve 
Raghav Bhushan 

Sansth4nik eee 


_ Saty& Sadan ee 


Saty& Shodhak ... 


| Satyavakta sta 


Shikshak ... ove 
Sholapur Samachér 
Shubh Suchak _... 


Sudarshan — ... 
Sudhdkar sie 
Sumant ... wie 


Tuk4r4m ... coe 


Vartddarsha = exe 


Vartéhar veo? eee 
Vartanidhi owe 


Vatandar... ‘ae. 
_ Vengurla Vritt ... 


Vichéri_ ... ove 
Vidya Vilas ee 
Vikshipta ... eee 


Virashaivamata Prakash 


Vividh Dny4n Vistér 


Vrittas4r ... ie 
Vritt Sindhu _a.. 
Vritt Sudha ne 
Vy4pari ... ee 


ANGLO-GUJARA’TI, 


Broach SamAch4r 

Deshabhakta — 
Gujarati... nue 
Gujarat Mitra... 


Hindi Pune 

Hindusthan ies 
Independent soe 
Kraiser-e-Hind _ ,., 
Kathidwar News... 


Gujarat mys Samsher ... 


Panch Mahdl Times 
' Rast Goftar ice 


Shri Sayéji Vijaya 


Sury& Prakdsh .., 


GUIARA'TI. 


Ahmedabad Times 
Ajab_ Ee ee 
| ewe yy | see 
e€ odagar 
Arajadar eee eee 


A'ry& Dharm Prak4sh 
' Bhim Sen... 


Bombay Sam4char 
h Mitra eee 


Cambay Gazette ... 
roe Aas 


eee ee% 


| 


Satara... oes 
Wai eee hand 
Bombay eee 
Ahmednagar ... 
N i eee eee 

Do. ees ese 
Nipani... we 
aa tage 

an Ur cee 

Do. 


Pen eee eee. 
Poona... coe. 


..| Jalgaon eee. 


B&rsi ... ove 


| IslAmpur aa. 
jit en oa 
és Chikodi eee 


woo) DAtdra ... ues 
wee{ POONA ... a 


ee ee Do. eee 
sol UO. coe 
eee VO, eee 


ee , Do. sas 
...| Broach si 


seer ry 
Fortnightly 
Oc 
Weekly ... 
ae Sas 
BPO. Sa 


as 
Tri-weekly 
Weekly ... 
BO; esi 
Do. sie 
i ae 
am eee 
ee 


a eee 
...| Monthly ... 
«| Weekly ... 


ae 5a, 


dal eS es 
— 2k - 4c 


eee] Weekly ... 


.»-) Monthly... 
eee Daily eee 


wal” EO aN 


...| Weekly ... 
-e»| Monthly .., 
ese Do, tee 


£5 o Daim. See 


| Weekly ... 


Do- ee 


ee | 


Me Names of Newspapers. | Place of Publication, Edition. | Copies anand. 
| 
Gusana’TI—continued, : 
137 The Din Mani eee eee eee See Broach... - eee fee Weekly eee eee 1325 
138 9 Dny4n Sudha eee eee eee Bde Ahmedabad eee eee Monthly eee 260 200 
139 = on Vardhak ... ove eee s+} Bombay a =a ae oe on 450 
140 3 eee eee eee eee ee Do. eee eee Do. eee eee 500 
141 : 99 Arig eee see eee eee Do. eee eee Fortni htly eee 300 
- 142 9 Gap eee eee eee eee Do. : eee eee Mont Y ces eos 50@ 
143 9 Hitechehhn see eee ee ee Ahmedabad . cee Weekly ose eee 500 
144 99 ae eee eee eee eee Bombay eee ere Daily eee eee 2,800 
145 | ,, Jan : a ae vee s poof: WEQOMLY cee. one 225 
146 »~ me he Saméchér_ sie eve .».| Bombay oes ad ee pee . 500 
147 | ,, Kaira Khetiwddi Patr’... ... «| Nadidd ic eee EE We tan 830 
148 », ~ Kaira Vartamén ... ser jie o..| Kaira ae veo] Weekly ... ba 105 
149 » Kéthidwddno Himéyati... cen |. 00m Ahmedabad se soph Sees eee 400 
150 »» K&thidwdr Krishi “we ee re Do. ae 'Tri-monthly ids 200 
151 » Kathidwdr Times,,. +e ‘s »o| Rajkot . ...| Bi-weekly oe 
152 a A se oe ae “<< ree. ah i ae 
153 5» Khoja Samfchéar .., ee ove ..| Bombay seek SEGUE cs wt ese 
154 93 Nure Elam eee 7e08 eee eee Do. : oe eee Monthly eee ees 300 
155 om ydyadarshak — coe ae pea «eo Ahmedabad ... eet - okiy? des 250 
156 ” Pra} a Mitra eee eee eee ees Karachi ee Bi-wee ee 456 
157 9 Praja Pokér Tt) eos See ee Surat ee Weekly eee ee0 406 
166 1 » BAe ka lcs eel) ee. ee 1,200 
159 39 Samsher Bahadur ee see eee Ahmedabad eee ‘ie Do. ee ave 300 
160 9 SatyS Mitrd eee na ive »--| Bombay ai i DO. ses oh 1,100 
161 as Setyavakta kon ve wa ae ae sos yeah ORME oa 500 
162 » stri Bodh.,. ‘is oe ‘ii wt Os oe .s-| Monthly... ‘a 300 
163 9» Sstri Mitra ae ee set DO iia - i oe wo 500 
164 93 Surat Akhbar eee ee* eee eee Surat eee eee ee Weekly eco eee 200 
_165 5 svadesh Bandhu ... +s des »»e|/ Mahudha see oe ay 250 
166 39 Udichya Hitechchhu Patrs eee eee Ahmedabad eee eos Monthly eee eee 600 
167 ,  Vaishnava.. ‘i 4s its .».| Bombay. een ..| Fortnightly ... 200 
168 ‘ Vishvadarehan oun eee eee »| Kaira coe | Weekly ... cee 150 
169 ~ Vier  « coe aa -++| Bombay oe oo ae ‘ia 600 
. ANGLO-KaA’/NARESE, 
170 | The Hubli Patra ner dive as el ee ose vee) Weekly ... oe 
ENGLIsH, MaRATHI AND KANARESE. 
171 | The Karndtak Patri ... ae ...| Dharwar me ..| Weekly is 500 
172 » Raéjahansa ee eee Coes oe sok anes sein 380 
Ka’NARESE, 
173 | The Chandrodayt& ss mon ...| Dharwar we | Weekly .. ai 200 
174 » Karnétak Vaibhav “ sie wae Bijépur — oS ee oe 300 
175 » Karndtak Vritt . bide ve oo Dharwar oe cs ae : 608 
176 | ,, Lok& Bandhu a ee ia ae ae 300 
177 » Lok& Mitra a aoe »»| Rénebennur ... aa: eo is 100 
178 | ,, Mayurpur Vaibhav eee Cen ce! ee 98 
179 9 Rasik Ranjini eee 1) ee Gadag e eee Do. * 200 oe 215 
180 9 Satys Vritt eee eee eee ee Do. eee eee Do. nde oe 250 
181 », Subodh Chandrika ae one sacl SRUEDLD ccc aS oe ec aga a 150 
182 ,» Vidya Santan Patra ae Do. oe | Weekly .. ‘“ 400 
MaRa'THI AND Ka‘NARESE. 
183. | The Chandrika ek we ae ce Bégalkot cos peel MOET sek we 100 
ee os ce ee 0. “a ee aa wee 150 
ENGLISH AND HINDI. 
185 | The Pandit ‘en can eos} Poona... = «| Weekly ... 1,500 
HInpI. | 
186 |The Shri Venkateshvar Samdebér ... eoe| Bombay cee woo] Weekly ..- me 6,000 
; URDU. 
187 | The Aina-i-Hind i wee: ..| Bombay ce ear REO pean 500 
188 » Alam Aphroz Bambai_ dé ebb wee ry Tri-monthly see 300 
189 99 Azad Punch eee eee eee eee Do. eee eee Weekly .. eee eee 
190 ” India Gazette ees eee eee san Do. . eee Do. eee eos 100 
191 9 Jah4numa.., 3 eee eee eee ee Do. eee ee Do. eee eee eee 
192 49 Justice of the Peace ees eee eve Do. eee eos Do. eee eee eo: 
193 99 Makbul-e-Aalum eee eee eee Do.. bes eee Do. eee eee eee 
194 | ,, Munsif-i-Deccan .. .«.  ... | Ahmednagar... ...) Do. ss =o 80 
195 9 Muslim Herald ... eee eee eve Bombay gee eee ie o00 eee 1,500 
196 9 Nay ér-i-Islam 900 e008 ee ee Do. eae eee Wee ly ote eee ee 
197 9 Punch Eahdéiur eee see eee eee | Do. ry y) e Do. ese TY 5e@0 
Safir... , eee . ‘ 
3 Sult4n-ul- Akhbfr... i 
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202 


203 
204 


207 


208 
209 


210 


The Baroda Vatsal 


MARA’THI AND URDU. 
The Gulbarga Samachar _... 


Ancto-Sro. 
The Lux... ees eee eee 
» rrannst .« ae see 
SINDI- 
The Khairkhah ... sa ‘ie 


99 Muin-pl-Isl4m 
» Sind Sudhér 
ANGLO-PORTUGUESE. 


O Anglo-Lusitano _... 
The Boletim Indiano ... 


PorTUGUESE-KONKANI. 


The Luso-Concanim 


ENGLISH, MARA'THI AND GUJABA ‘TI. 


EnauisH, Mara’tHI, GUJARA’TI 
AND KONKANI. 


The Garibéncha Kaivéri (Amicus Pauperum) 


| ‘Bombay 


lace of Publication, 
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Bombay ace 


Gulbarga... 


Hyderabad (Sind) 
yderabed (8 


Do. ae 


Bombay 


Weekly ‘as 


Fortnightly 
Weekly ... 


Fortnightly 
Weekly ... 
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Politics and the Public Administration. 


1. Lord Harris is carrying his ambition too far when he presumes to 
: sit on the Viceregal throne once occupied by such dis- 
Remarks in connection tinguished statesmen as Canning and Elgin, Lawrence 
pe oo ee eer of @ and Mayo, Northbrook and Ripon. Weare told that he 
ency . . : 
Lora Elgin. is in the running for the post, but we hope he has no 
Champion (2), 1st May. chance. We do not think Lord Salisbury is so fool- 
ae ish as to bring down upon himself the indignation of . 
his own party and that ofthe British public by. appointing a person who 
proved so lamentable a failure in this presidency, and that too at a time when 
unrest is in the land, needing the calmest and the most far-sighted and experti- 
enced statesmanship to hold the helm of the State. For similar reasons it 
would be a great mistake to send that “ superior” person who is now Under 
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs. We do not think that so long as. 
Lord Salisbury is Premier he will commit the grievous mistake of sending at 
this juncture either Mr. Curzon or Lord Harris to govern India. "Whoever may 
be the man who wins the prize, we think we can say with positive certainty 
that it will neither be Lord Harris nor Mr, Curzon. 


2. The question of the justice of England guaranteeing the Indian debt 
ae has been discussed time out of mind during the last 
ae for the half a century. Looked at from a practical point, 
Kaiser-e-Hind (117), 1st England is morally bound to repay India’s debt in 
May, Eng. cols. | the contingency of India being unable to find money 
at any time for the repayment. If for the last hun- 
dred years and more India has been able to borrow in England, it is entirely 
owing to the recognition by the lenders of the fact that England is at the 
back of India, that she is in reality the surety, though not openly. But it has 
been the stock argument with the British Government that the more India is 
allowed to borrow on its own unaided credit, the better it is for its own welfare. 
Stated in this form the argument looks very plausible indeed. A moment’s 
reflection, however, will show how hollow is that plausibility. Itis true, India 
has. been hitherto freely borrowing without the crutch of any guarantee what- 
ever. But the crutch is still there; only it is unseen. Is any one such a 
fool as to suppose that, were the British Indian Government to cease to- | 
morrow, India. will be able to borrow money from England at 3 or 34 per 
cent.? But there is another point, and a more important one. Itis the 
economic one, namely, of saving the tax-payer’s money.. There can be no two 
opinions that India can borrow the money it may want from time to time 
for its needs at the same rate as England, if the Imperial Government gave its 
guarantee. Nay, more; another practical advantage of the greatest permanent 
good to India would be this. Ifthe loans are guaranteed by the Imperial Gov- 
ernment, it will insist upon the Indian Government appointing a commission 
for the purpose of paying off the debt, as there is in England. At present 
the greatest financial anomaly in connection with both our rupee and sterling 
debt is the total absence of any provision for the repayment of the country’s 
debt. They may goon piling debt on debt, without ever thinking of the 
morrow. The morrow is allowed to take care of itself. With a statutory 
decree prescribing a certain amount of reduction of the debt per annum, there : 
will be an obligation on the Indian Government which it cannot lightly i 
cast aside. And the very obligation must stimulate that spirit for economical : 
expenditure, the absence of which is so painfully manifest for years past. Ex- 
penditure will be strictly controlled. ‘The tax-payer’s interests will be better 
watched, and we need not expatiate on the advantages which an effective 
control would have generally on the finances of the empire. Above all, it 
will be the one way of getting the British tax-payers interested in the well- 
being of Indian finance. They never are so watchful as when they are 
pinched in their pockets. When they fully understand that every rupee and 
every pound of the money which India borrows must in the long run be 
paid by themselves, they will be the very first through their representatives 
in Parliament to keep strict watch over every pie of the colossal annual 
expenditure of the country. Thus, viewed from every point, there can be no 
- doubt as to the advantage to India of tle Imperial guarantee. 
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3. In the course of a lengthy article making adverse remarks on the 

oui key of the Currency policy of the Government of India, the Kesaré 
Indian Governescnt and the ObServes:—Is India going to be bankrupt? Many 
necessity of consulting Native will be surprised at this query. But the present 
public opinion in arriving.at condition of the Indian exchequer and of the trade of 
@ solution of the currency the country has become so critical as to make respon-. 
sp 3 “( 56), 3 <a ‘Mav: sible statesmen think often and often of the question 
ee aie oe é stated above. Mr. Dadabhai,Navroji has been crying 
himself hoarse for several years past that India is becoming poorer day by day 
on account of the growing increase in the burden of the Home charges. Many 
former Finance Ministers like Sir David Barbour, Sir Auckland Colvin, &c., have 
expressed nearly the same opinion. The Anglo-Indian officials and their favourite 
organs, however, so long steadily opposed this view and declared their firm 
conviction that India was growing richer every year. But the truth was bound 
to reveal itself at last, in spite of perverse and wilful blindness to it. And so 
even those persons who professed faith in the growing material prosperity of 
India have now turned round against the Indian Government and have begun 
to attack its currency policy. In one respect this change of attitude on the 
part of English merchants and Anglo-Indian editors is to be welcomed with 
approval. Let us examine, for a moment, the causes which lie at the bottom of 
the present outcry against the state of currency in India. The gradual rise 
in exchange disorganised trade as well as the finances of the country. The 
amount of the Home chargesincreased. The covenanted officers, finding the rate 
of exchange extremely unfavourable for home remittances, raised a general 
clamour and got an exchange compensation allowance, The Government 
of India thought of steadying exchange by closing the mints for the coinage 
of silver and thus artificially raising the value of the white metal. Public 
opinion is very much divided upon the beneficial effects or otherwise of this 
measure. The expectations of Government have by no means been fulfilled, 
The people have suffered in two ways mainly from the closure of the mints. 
The value of silver having gone up, the value of raw goods became pro- 
portionately less as méasured in rupees, and the value of hoarded silver bullion 
was reduced .by about 32 per cent. The total amount of loss on this latter 
head is 66 krors of rupees. It exceeds even the plunder carried away from 
India by Mahmud of Ghazni. Toconsider this vexed question of currency and 
to propose certain reforms in it, a Committee is about to be appointed. We do 
not know whether non-official gentlemen will have seats on the Committee or at 
least be called as witnesses to give evidence before it. If the Committee wishes 
to know the true state of things, it must visit this country and take the evi- 
dence of the leaders of Native society. In this way alone will the Committee 

rove of some use in proposing a solution of this thorny question of currency. 

therwise it wili end like several of its prototypes in the past in mere waste 
of time and money. | ‘ 


4. The controversy raging at present around the currency problem in 
ce _, india cannot altogether be said to have as its aim 
sane Cree (42), Sth the promotion of the interests of India. The whole 
y agitation’ is to prevent the losses of the British mer- 
chants and British capitalists and to facilitate the discharge of Government 
liabilities in gold. The fluctuations in exchange threaten the bankruptcy 
of the Indian exchequer, and it is not possible to impose any new tax -(upon the 
sople). The mints were closed to raise artificially the value of silver. The 
adoption of this expedient led to no material gain, but, on the contrary, subjected 
the poor people of India to indescribable hardships. The agriculturist was not 
benefited by a rise in the price of corn, the rate of interest did not go down, 
and the Government sanctioned no remissions. The poor cultivator was forced 
to draw out his slender stock of silver to discharge his debts. Poor soul, there 
is no one to look after his interests ! The Viceroy as well as the Secretary of 
State carefully watch the interests of the British merchants alone. The latter 
is anxious to increase the facilities for the investment of British capital in 
India with a view to promote the prosperity of this country. We do not 
perceive how the introduction of British capital into this country will serve to 
promote the material prosperity of India, 
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5. Sir James Westland said boastfully in the Supreme Council that the 
ee i ‘bountifal prospects of the current year would tho- 
- Cost of the last faminein youghly repair the distress caused by the famine 
ae Opinion (17), Ist “2Uring the past year. If the Finance Minister really 
May. | believes that the losses of one famine year are fully 
‘ made up by a succeeding year of plenty, he seems to 
have no conception at all of the many-sided effects of a famine upon the agricul- 
tural population of the country. Sir James has estimated the total expenditure: 
on account of last year’s famine at 14 krors of rupees. The Honourable Mr. 
Sayani pointed out in reply that to this sum must be added the amount of sus- 
pensions of revenue and fagaz loans which together come to about 3 krors, and also 
the amount of private subscriptions raised in England and in India for famine 
relief. These subscriptions amount nearly to 3 krors, so that the direct expen- 
diture upon famine comes to 20 krors4n all.- But besides this direct expendi- 
ture, the indirect loss caused by the famine is very great. Cattle died in myriads, 
causing no little loss to the peasant population. Many respectable people 
preferred to spend their savings to keep.body and soul together to the humilia- 
tion of going to the relief works for subsistence. This indirect expenditure 
will nearly amount to another 20 krors, so that 40 krors would represent the 
direct pecuniary loss entailed by the famine of last year. Besides this, we must 
take into account the moral losses. Many men must have been compelled to com- 
mit-thefts and other crimes for earning a living in a period of general distress, 
The poor peasants must have been obliged to part with their. all, in order to pay 
the amount of the Government demand on their holdings. They must have bor- 
rowed freely from the usurious money-lender to satisfy the demand of the Sirkar. 
This burden of debt will probably continue to press upon them heavily for a 
number of years. The Government also is contributing to this burden by in- 
sisting on collecting the arrears of land revenue for the past year in the 
course of this year. We fear that by the time the peasant is able to shake 
himself clear of these burdens, another famine would stare him in the face. 
He is thus, as it were, never free from the effects of famine. But Sir James 
Westland thinks that one year of plenty is enough to repair the distress caused 
by one year of draught, This shows how narrow his ideas are, and how dense | 
his- ignorance about the true condition of the rayat. If the miserable con- 
dition of the rayat is not readily sought to be relieved, the task of Indian 
administration will become extremely difficult and Englishmen would be 
held guilty of having betrayed the valuable -trust reposed in their hands by 
Providence, viz., of administering the affairs of this country. 


6. When isthe persecution of the citizens of Poona going to end? The 
| ich local Government proclaimed before the world that 
1, > bay ans hederigh a right the Poonaites were disloyal. It brought into force a 
the alleged blunders of his repressive law and compelled Mr. Tilak, the soul of 
administration relating to all institutions in Poona, to pick oakum in jail like 
Poona affairs. a mean person. It also deported two respectable 
ag Prakash (15), 2th citizens from Poona by fixing its faith upon the 
~ baseless theory of a gigantic political conspiracy of 
Brahmins in that city. As if not satisfied with these two measures, it further 
imposed a costly punitive police onthe city. The imposition of the punitive 
police was one of those egregious blunders which the Government fell into last. 
year under the influence of panic caused by the Jubilee day murders. Why 
should the Government obstinately persist in that blunder when it has been 
quite convinced that it isa blunder? Poona isa poor city and to impose a 
monthly burden of Rs. 10,000 upon it is like putting the people in a crushing 
machine and extorting, as it were, their very life essence out of them. If there. 
had been any justification for such cruel torture, it would have beea another 
matter. But now that. the various suppositions under which the measures were 
resorted to have been proved to be groundless, it is time for His Excellency 
Lord Sandhurst to set about rectifying the various blunders of hia regime. 
That regime is drawing to a close and much time will necessarily be required 
to set right all the mistakes committed ; and, therefore, the sooner His Lordship 
takes the work in hand the better, | ; : 


By 
* Peers 


Jinah Pee 
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7. The petition sent to Parliament in the name of Shrimant Lakshmibai, 
| wife of Sardar Balasaheb Natu, is a unique document. 
Remarks on the petition of That the petition is the creation of the brain of an 
on Bal B. R. Natu to orthodox Hindu lady is a thing which no one acquainted 
Rast Gofter (120), 1st With the community will for a moment believe. She 
May, Eng. cols. was perhaps only asked to affix her mark or to put 
her signature to it. Hindu ladies generally aré seldom 
known to study the Shastras and much less to quote from them in documents | 
of an official character. The appeal to the chivalry of the British Government 
is made with a view to enlist the sympathy of the members of Pavliament with 
the deported Natu brothers, but those who are responsible for the drafting of 
the petition appear to forget that, if there is one thing more than another which 
an Englishman thoroughly detests, it isan attempt to evoke sympathy in a 
matter of a purely volitical character like the present. The throwing of the 
dust of chivalry in the eyes of the members of Parliament will not, and ought 
not to, blind them to the main issues of the petition. The Natu brothers have 
a strong case made out for them and it is a pity that those who were instru- 
mental in framing the petition should have resorted to arguments of. a senti- 
mental character, which will, if anything, detract from the value of a very 
ably drawn up and argumentative document, Barring this slight indiscretion, 
the wife of Balasaheb Natu, or rather the friends of the Natu brothers 
through her, have presented a strong case for the consideration of Parliament. 
When the Natu brothers were first deported from Poona we expressed an 
opinion that Government must have had good and substantial grounds for 
putting an almost obsolete law into motion, and we accordingly refrained 
from making any comment on their action. If Government do not choose, 
for reasons of their own, to take the public into their confidence, they ought 
not to complain if they are being misjudged and misrepresented as usual by 
the Native press. It is quite true that the Native press—particularly the Con- 
gress papers—have been vilifying the Government with all their might and 
main, but it cannot be denied that they have been, in the: present instance . 
provoked into making these attacks by the sneering and scornful silence of 
Government, who will neither bring the prisoners to trial nor assign any reason 
for their being treated as misdemeanants, Nothing short of sedition and 
treason of a palpable character should induce the Government to treat offenders 
under the provisions of the Regulation of 1827, and unless they are in a 
position to bring such charges home to the Natu brothers, they would be well 
advised to liberate them as soon as practicable. 


8. The petition recently made by the wife of the elder Sardar Natu, 
ee appealing to Parliament for the release of her hus- 
eis tee. a (117), 18 and, isa document which cannot fail to evoke the 
de ote genuine sympathy of all fair-minded Englishmen and 
English women. It is unexceptionable in tone and yet it focuses in a small 
compass a great many facts which cannot but impress the impartial British 
public. To usit seems as if justice were crying out in each line and in every 
word of each line. The appeal is pathetic enough and shows the inmost depth 
of the feeling and sentiments, as well as the torment and anguish, of a high 
caste Maratha lady for her lord and master, whom she believes to be perfectly 
innocent of the heinous allegations hurled against him and for which for months 
he has been incarcerated along with his brother, without even the semblance of 
justice. Let us all devoutly hope that for the State’s own reputation these 
brothers may be released, or; if the Government still believes that they are 
not innocent, they may be put on their trial. Let us hope the sense of 
righteousness will move the heart of the British public and put anend to the 
State policy of the dog in the manger. . ) | 


9. The Champion publishes in the form of a supplement the correspond- 

| ence alleged to have passed between the elder Natu 
Alleged correspondence and the Bombay Gove rnment in regard to the former’s 
between B. _ Natu and re arrest and detention in custody, and some other papers 
Bombay Government snd tearing on the same subject, and observes :—This week 
‘Champion (2), 1st May. | we publish a supplement dealing with the Natu 
brothers, and we also publish numerous extracts 
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from the Indian papers. In addition to publishing this supplement here 
we have despatched (to our friends in England) by yesterday’s mail advance 
proofs of the matter which we have to-day presented to our readers. We 
are inclined to believe that we have now begun an agitation which will result 
In the release of the Natus. Unfortunately, in this country, prejudice against 
Poona and Poona men is still too strong for much impression to be made in 
India, but we have yet to learn that the British public, who shrink from 
despotism, will view the continued imprisonment of the unfortunate Natus with 
favour. - Had there been the slightest evidence to connect these men with the 
Poona murders, it would, of course, have been useless to appeal to the English 
people ; but since there is not now the least suspicion of that, we make. our 
appeal to a public which, above all things, worships justice. Let us. glance for 
a moment or two at the petitions we have printed. We ask any honest person— 
and we ask it confidently—if these memorials are the petitions of men guilty 
of murder. The language in which they are written is quaint, and, in some 
respects, comical; especially when the elder Natu appeals for food and sur- 
roundings suitable to his position. We are certain that no man guilty of 
murder would have drawn up such ‘ human documents.’ On the face of them 
they are the utterances of an innocent person, and because we think these men 
innocent, and because we love English fairplay, we appeal to every British 
citizen to raise his voice on behalf of these innocent men who are now 
lying in prison. And we do not think that our appeal will be in vain. As 
to the nurse story of Lord George Hamilton, it is too feeble for words, and 
we think we have made the value of His Lordship’s evidence pretty plain. The 
elder Natu declares -he never wrote a letter to any lady doctor at all. Lord 
George Hamilton told the House of Commons that the letter in question 
‘ purported ”’ to be signed by the elder Natu. Lord George, in using the word 
* purported,’? was wiser than he usually is, and, so far as we are concerned, 
we have not the slightest hesitation in believing the elder Natu’s state- 
ment. The public, we have no doubt, would like to see the threatening 
letter and the name of the lady to whom it was addressed. Possibly if Lord 
Sandhurst still remains silent, we may yet have the pleasure of satisfying the 
curiosity of the public.. Should we be obliged to enter upon a course which at 
present we wish to avoid, then we can promise the Indian public a few 
moments of thorough enjoyment, However, we have no great desire to bother our 
heads about Lord George and the lady doctor—he and she are of small import- 
ance, but we do desire to have this stain wiped off the fair name of the 
British Raj, and that being accomplished our object is gained. We feel—nay, | 
we are certain—that Lord Sandhurst is not responsible for this serious 
blunder. Yet, as we have said on a former occasion, His Excellency could put 
an end to the imprisonment of these men at once by threatening to resign his 
great position, and this, we think, he should do rather than sacrifice his Liberal 
principles. Some day His Lordship will return to England, and we ask him 
how he will be able to face a Liberal audience after this episode in his career. 
Lord Sandhurst is a Radical, and, we believe, a man of the highest honour, but 
~ he has been misled in this matter, and we appeal to him to admit his error, to 
make amends, and everything will be forgiven him. If he will not do this, we 
say it regretfully, we shall take care that the story of his political shame is 
known in every Liberal club in England. 


10, On reading the second instalment of the news about the Natu scandal 
n published by our contemporary of the Champion, the 
ae ae 2 thought that comes uppermost to the mind is the 
i Alaa aoe striking contrast between the characters of the chief 
actors ‘in the drama. On one side is Balasaheb Natu, meek, humble, and 
strong in his innocence, accepting his fate with resignation and calm dignity . 
and asking the Government to give him an opportunity to vindicate his 
character and till then to treat him with the respect and consideration due to his 
position. and rank, and on the other, the Indian Government, suspicious and 
nervous, going into hysterics over the Jubilee day murders and overcome by 
panic, having recourse to legal subterfuges to kidnap the brothers.. Respectful 
as the Natu’s representations are, it is not difficult to perceive here and there a. 
vein of grim sarcasm which is not at all undeserved by the heartless conduct of 
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Government towards him and his family. ‘With our regard for the Government 
and our admiration for the British character, we were not a little pained to read 
the several representations of the elder Natu. While the conduet of the brothers 
has been gentlemanly throughout, every step taken by Government has been 
marked with a want of dignity. which, in a private citizen, would in any 
society claiming to be civilized, without hesitation be written down as mean. 


That the arrests were made for murder is certain, notwithstanding the word- 


jugglery of Lord George Hamilton in Parliament. Immediately after the 
arrests Mr. Kennedy, with a prelude of abuses, asked the elder Natu that 
he “* must tell something about the murders,” Taking this with what 


‘was said atthe time by the Secretary of State in Parliament, not even the 


formidable combination of the illustrious Lords Sandhurst, Elgin, and George 
Hamilton can prevent an honest man, with his wits about him, from believing 
that the regulation was brought into force purely and simply to help the 
investigation into the murders of the Jubilee night, and that the bombast of 
an internal commotion and other twaddle in which the ruling Lords have been 
indulging are clumsy afterthoughts, invented to hide their own shame in having 


allowed the panic of the moment to bring them into such a scrape as putting 


two innocent subjects of Her Majesty in jail without trial and without a charge, 
By the regulation under which he was arrested the Governor in Council is 


enjoined to make provision for the prisoner and his family “in reference to the 


prisoner’s habits and rank in society,”’ and evidently this is intended to be done 
immediately after the arrest is made. What happened here? The elder brother 
was put in a room ina juvenile ward, “unsuited to his health, habits and cus- 


toms,” “without any clothing, bedding, sofa, chairs, domestic utensils or 
‘gervants.” This continued for some days. That is to say, for some time he was 


treated as an ordinary prisoner. This was obviously intended to be avoided by 
the regulation. Then he gets a few more rooms equally shabby, with “ clothing, 
bedding and cooking utensils.” But a most important requisite was denied 
him. He is a nobleman brought up in luxury and ease. To him a cook and a 
servant are more needed, we imagine, than anything else. Yet he was denied that 
convenience and ‘was made either to cook with his own hand or take food cooked 
elsewhere and brought to him through the streets, but which his religious prejudice 
prevented him from tasting. In the result, though unused to it, he had to cook 
for himself. Ahmedabad was chosen for him and he complains the climate 
does not suit him, and upto now there is no sign of the Government changing 
his place. Such is the sad tale of his personal suffering since his arrest. As for a 
justification for the arrest, we have already shown there is none. The cock-and- 
bull story of the Natu threatening a nurse who is said to have lost her practice 


turns out to be all a fiction. If depriving a nurse of her income is an offence 


under the regulation, as Lord George seems to think on the facts now published 
by the Champion, there is no doubt that the person that ought to be in jail is 
not Sardar Balasaheb Natu or his brother, but either Colonel Creagh who dis- 
missed her or Lord George Hamilton whom, according to the usual fiction o 
law, he represented in all things done by him as a Government officer. 


11, A public memorial has been drawn up for presentation to Government 
: praying on behalf of the inhabitants of Poona that 
Petition to Government of Government would be pleased to take into considera- 
the people of Poona for the tion the (present) real condition of the city and to remit 
Jagadhitechchhu (49), 30th the remaining sentence of the Honourable Mr, Tilak. 
Apr. We also learn that the memorial is being influentially 
: signed. Similar memorials should be drawn up and 
presented for the release of the editors of the Pratod and the Moda Vritt, | 
tecause the incarceration of all the three was brought about by the same 
process. We heartily hope that the present attempt proves successful. 


12, The Vrittasdr, in - criticizing the corroborative and circumstantial 
| : evidence adduced in the Chapekar case, . ohserves 
Remarks in connection with that that evidence related to very minor details and 


the evidence adduced in the oft the main facts untouched. It adds that evidence 


“Velitaste t 05), ek May. might, for aught it knows, have been procured by the 
ego police by the offer of petty bribes. It further says 
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that some Brahmins of Poona my be ‘willing to come forward to throw 
light on Chapekar’s guilt, provided they were promised perfect immunity 
from any unpleasant consequences. Plas 
13. We suppose this writer (Hnglishmany had an ancestor who was caught 
hold of by Shivaji in the sack of Surat, otherwise 
Remarks in connection with there is no reason why he should be so furious against 
ae adverse comments made 4 hero born and dead two hundred years ago. As to the 
y the Englishman on Shivaji. h : ot ae : 
Mahrdtta (7), 1st May. charges of black treachery and assassination against 
| Shivaji, they are stale and threadbare; and what if 
they are true? They only prove that a nation of soldiers like the Marathas 
will kill some persons just as a nation of shop-keepers will practise forgery and 
false swearing in order to win an empire. The freebooting of the ancient 
Marathas, so far as morality goes, was cortainly less culpable than the practices 
now fashionable in Africa or the present diplomatic negotiations on the Chinese 
coast. Surely the passage in the Lnglishman is just the sort of thing the Honour- 
able Mr, Chalmers had in his mind when framing the new section 153A of the 
recent Penal Code Amendment Act. The Government of India might pro- 
-fitably test the efficacy of the new law by calling our Calcutta contemporary 
to give security. 


14, The speeches delivered at the Shivaji celebrations have not found 
- publicity because it wasso very risky to publish them. 
Celebration of the Shivaji We had hoped to see the speeches delivered at the 
festival on the present lines various Shivaji gatherings this year in print, but we 
disapproved. : : . 
Dnydnodaya (14), 5th May. Were disappointed, One of the speakers in Bombay 
is said to have described Shivaji’s pastimes in child- 
* hood and said that Shivaji used to fight mimic battles and go through other 
mimic military manceuvres with his juvenile comrades, punishing’ the lagzard 
and rewarding the brave. The speaker compared these pastimes of Shivaji 
with the pastimes of the god Krishna in Gokula and then turned to describe 
the detestable persecution of the Hindus under the Moslem rule. He con- 
cluded his harangue by remarking that as Shivaji had a very high regard 
for his country and his religion, he began to carry out in real earnest what 
he had before attempted in mere mimicry. The speaker added that Shivaji was 
not a selfish individual, but that he devoted his energies to the unselfish task 
of delivering his fellow Hindus from the political bondage and religious per- 
secution of the Muhammadans, The lesson to be drawn from all this is that 
the Hindus of today should become active like Shivaji, not that they are 
to imitate Shivaji’s particular acts. The activity of the Hindus must be 
suited to the present circumstances. What is the use of alluding to the oppres- 
sion of the Moghuls in dilating upon the exploits of Shivaji? Let the Hindus 
call Shivaji brave or even let them dub him the Washington of India, but let 
them not carry the comparison further and seek a parallel in Shivaji’s life for 
the severance of America from England. Let the Hindus celebrate the anni- 
versaries of their religious saints. They cannot be far wrong there. The Shivaji 
festival can never be national, since the Christians, the Parsis and the Muham- 
madans must be excluded from it. Even non-Brahmins do not seem to mix 
much in it. The festival is in the hands of Brahmins, who praise Shivaji 
on the one hand, but scruple not to trample under foot the descendants 
of Shivaji, many of whom are to be found in the offices headed by Brahmin 
officers. We fail to discover any but a selfish aim on the part of the Brahmins 
in celebrating the Shivaji festival. Has not the festival brought on a number 
of disastrous consequences in its train? One Brahmin has been hanged, three 
editors are in jail, and two respectable gentlemen are in custody. A new 
Sedition Act has been passed and the liberty of the press threatened. Are not ail 
these evil consequences traceable to the Shivaji festival ? India does not want 
noisy agitators who talk glibly at Shivaji gatherings. Earnest workers are what 
she wants—workers who will strive to promote the good of the masses, ‘to brin 
about union among diverse creeds, and to destroy superstitions and prejudices of 
every kind. ! = Oeaaeaiieaa ap — - er 
15. The Poona Vaibhav, which, after a discontinuance of several months, 
began again to be published from the last week, 
writes :—News has come about the celebration of 
the Shivaji festival in different places. Such cele- 


Poona Vaibhav (79), 5th 
May. : 
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brations are, no doubt, desirable, but we must take care that they do not give 
rise to mutual dissensions. Itis not good to persist in a course when we 
see that we are sufferers through following it and when there is no chance of 
our deriving any immediate benefit therefrom. 


16, We mean to devote to-day’s issue to a description of the virtues and 

a | exploits of Shivaji, who gave independence to his 

_ Shivaji and the celebrations countrymen nearly three centuries ago, Shivaji was a 
in his honour. | : 

Kélidés (52), 16th Apr. greatand immortal hero. He was a devoted son and 

es . an ardent lover of hiscountry. His approaching anni- 

versary will be celebrated with enthusiasm in various places and in various ways. 

We contribute our humble mite to this national tribute of praise to Shivaji 

and we hope it will be acceptable to our readers. The paper then proceeds to 

trace the ancestry of Shivaji and makes out Shivaji to be a direct descendant of 


_ the solar race of kings, which included in its line such kings as Marichi, Kama, &c. 


It also establishes a parallel between Shivaji and Rama in several respects and 
adds :—Shivaji gave his whole kingdom to his preceptor Ramdas as alms, 
but the latter nobly refused to accept the munificent offer. Now look at the 
opposite trait of character of the English, the Portuguese, the Dutch, &c. 


These people obtained possession of Bombay asa convenient port for landing 


their goods. The Portuguese gradually appropriated it to themselves. The mouths 
of the English merchants began to water at this and they began to put forth efforts 
to have the port to themselves. It was given as a marriage present to Charles II 
of England in 1661. Here the King of Spain gave away that which did not pro- 
perly belong to him. Shivajiand Ramdas did not behave like these western people. 
They were a nobler pair and hence have won a place in our esteem. We consider 
it our prime duty to honour these worthies often. The Shivaji celebrations 
are not an innovation. Shivaji’s memory is honoured in various ways at such 
places as Sajjangad, Mahuli, &c. Shivaji’s helmet, his heavy corslet, his banner 
can be seen by any one to this day. In Ma4lvan (Ratnagiri) there is a temple 
of Shivaji where his image is still worshipped, and the British Government 
have continued the annual grant of Rs. 1,500 in support of the temple. So 
the Shivaji celebration is not an invention of Mr. Tilak. Men of the past 
and the present generations hif upon ever new methods -of commemorating 
the glories of Shivaji. The late Ganesh Vasudev Joshi started a newspaper in 
Poona and he gave the name of Shivaji to it. He really meant thereby to keep 
the memory of Shivaji’s name green. The late Mr. Nilkanth Janardan Kirtane 
read an essay on Grant Duff’s History of the Marathas and that essay was 
printed at the Shivaji Press with the pictures of Shivajiand his famous Bhawani 
sword. The late Mr. Kunte wrote a poem called “Raja Shivaji” describing 
Shivaji’s doings. Several other books and pamphlets were published from time 
to time about Shivaji. There is thus no sedition in trying to keep alive the 
memory of Shivaji in various ways such as by writing lives, histories, and 
poems about him and refuting the accusations brought against him by English 
historians. How can there be any sedition in the Shivaji birth celebrations and 
Shivaji melas alone? Mr. Justice Strachey must have thought of these things 
when he declared the Shivaji celebration to be legitimate. 


‘17. We are sorry we were inadvertently betrayed into criticising the 
lateness of the last Abkari report (vide last weekly 
Correction with regard to 


certain criticisms on the last ; | : : + ae 
Abkbii sépor’ for the Bombay it was for 1896-97, and not for 1895-96. Thus it is late 


Presidency. by nine months and not twenty-one, as was incorrectly 
_ Kaiser-e-Hind (117), 1st stated. All the same, it is to be hoped that future 
May, Eng. cols, reports will not be so belated, though we admit that 


3 1896-97 was somewhat ofan exceptional year. Any- 
how the Abkari spirits in the Secretariat should take enough stimulants to 
keep themselves abreast and energetic enough to produce the annual report 
within a reasonable time after the close of the official year. The stimulants 


they may consume will, no doubt, be doubly beneficial. Their- purchase from 


the contractor will add to the growing revenue, while their effect on their energy 
will be maryellous—both ways a gain to the public. nea 


Pe ry Bp nate bey sy ‘ ny ee ast 
na te SI, RAB ee wi Hae t fae a 
yeas RAR i ha a, aN AUREL oo 


Report, paragraph 48, page 21). We should have said 


oe 


18, As soon-as it was announced that the plague had appeared in Cal- 
hehe dn. te , cutta, the Native population, and especially Native 
ooliay' of the Bengal ets"? females, were in a hurry to leave the city, but the 
ment and a requestto the authorities were not slowto ascertain the cause of the 
| ere kf other pro- threatened exodus and to roamneve pe marrersanding 
ee ee ee about plague operations. e explanations given by 
i = Hangurible Rit John. Wosdburn, the Tdsuteasat- 
Governor of Bengal, and the Honourable Mr. Risley, 
at a meeting of the Bengal Legislative Council about the plague policy of the 
Bengal Government are likely to soothe popular excitement. The authorities 
in other parts of the country might well take a leaf out of the book of the 
Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal. The proposed plague preventive measures in 
Calcutta are sure to meet with the approval of the people, andit is hoped that the 
latter would be found willing to assist the authorities in carrying them out. Of the 
various measures those relating to the compensation to be given on the spot when 
any articles belonging to poor persons are destroyed and about the non-removal of 
the plague patients to plague hospitals and of their relations to the segregation 
camps, if they give satisfactory proofs of having got themselves inoculated by 
Professor Haffkine’s serum, are worthy of note. Ifthe plague policy of the 
Bengal Government is adopted by the Governments of other provinces wherever 
the epidemic has made its appearance, there would be no plague riots or disturb- 
ances at all. 


19. The Praja Mitra says that English medicines and English methods 

of treatment having been proved to be completely 

_ Suggestions to the autho- powerless against the plague, it is but fair that a 
ae ee the suppression of tyia] should now be given to native medicines and 
Praja “Mitra (156), 4th native ways of treatment, and that all restrictions upon 
May. the movements of the people from one place to another 
should also be withdrawn, barring a strict medical 


examination. 


pra ; 20. The Hindu Punch alleges that the medical 
and ose cite ia chengeat nd other plague officers in charge of the sogroga. 
the segregation, detention and tion, detention and : disinfection rT erected at 
disinfecting camps erected at various places are in the habit of taking bribes 
various places. from persons brought into those camps, and wonders 
Hindu Punch (47), 28th Apr. poy long this state of things is to last. 


21. The Rdjahansa also hears a report that the village quarantine authori - 
ei - ties, who are generally low-paid men, illegally’screw 
Rajahansa (172), 30th ont money from the passengers detained in quarantine 
Apr. . y ° : 

| on one plea or another, and says that this extortion 
adds much to the annoyance of the people. The paper requests Government to 
remedy the grievance as soon as possible. 


| 92. The Pandhari Bhushan complains that the 
Prayer for the abolition of quarantine at Pandharpur has put a stop to all 
oa. Sen camp at Pan- ilerim traffic upon which the prosperity of the town 
Pandhari Bhushan (76), 4th mainly depends, and prays that the ruinous quarantine 
May. ae should be at once abolished if the town is to regain 


its normal prosperity. 


23. The Phenix describesin detailthe alleged hardships suffered by the 

poor people on account of the compulsory segregation 

Plague-operations in Sind: of the sick and the contacts, and observes:—Why — 
Alleged hardshipsand incon- ghoyld the law of segregation be enforced by a civilized 
Me a ection: by compul- Government against a civilized people? ‘Is it alto- 

heniz (8), 30th Apr. gether impossible to check the s pread of the plague 

| epidemic witpons a ye the Bee goa prea sary P 

If s ation is necessary in the case 0 ue, 10 18 as in the 

case’ of chalege or ‘small-pox. Why is it a enforced in these cases? Simply 

because it is inhuman to snatch the husband away from his wife or a son from 

his mother for no other fault than that he is sick. It not only interferes with 
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the personal liberty of the people, ‘but also with their moral and religious suscep- 
tibilities. For there can be no greater shame or reproach toan Indian family 


than a wife being forcibly carried away from her husband beyond the limits — 


of his house. It is a pity that the British Government, known to the Natives as 
another Ram Raj, is about to lose that reputation by thus mercilessly injuring 
the tender susceptibilities of its subjects on the plea of rendering them a helping 
hand in their distress. The proclamation of Her Majesty after the mutiny of 1857 
has been virtually set at naught by the provisions of the Epidemic Diseases Act. 
The Age of Consent Act enables the police to intrude upon ‘the privacy of the 


- bed chamber, and the Epidemic Diseases Act gives them a still greater authority, 


viz., to sever all ties of kinship existing between the different members of a 


fainily. The new law of sedition goes further and tampers with the right of 


speaking the plain truth on political matters, All these things combined pre- 
sent a gloomy aspect to the people. We know full well that Government are 
actuated by the best of motives in all they do in connection with the plague, 
but we regret, with every loyal subject of Her Majesty, that they should 
adopt such measures for the welfare of the people as are too cruel to be accepted 


as really beneficial to them. It is indeed very gratifying to learn that the Gov-. 


ernor of Bombay has sent a message of sympathy to the afflicted people of Sind, 
but how glad would they have been had His Excellency informed them that 
the provisions of the Epidemic Diseases Act regarding the segregation of sick 
persons would no longer be enforced! After the riot in Bombay His Excellency 
has been pleased to order the relaxation of these measures there, and there is 
no doubt that he will earn the gratitude and good wishes of the people of Sind 
if he issues a similar order for this part of the presidency. | 


24. Caste hospitals without caste segregation camps are like the play of 
Si Hamlet with the part of Hamlet left out. It is indeed 
Necessity of having sepa- offering us the chaff without the corn. If separate 
rate caste segregation camps gaste arrangements are needed for the treatment of 
at Karachi. : ; 
Pheniz (8), 30th Apr. people stricken down with the plague, they are 
equally needed for people who have not got the 
malady. Now, the mud huts on the Lawrence Koad—the sight of which is 
calculated to induce sickness among people who are accustomed to live in better 
structures—are not exactly what a sanitary expert would call“ health camps.’ 
It would be sheer mockery to honour these damp stuffy huts with that appella- 
tion. We have heard so many outrageously extraordinary complaints with 
regard to the state of things prevailing in these huts that we have thought it 
best to take them with afew grains of salt. It is said, for instance, that the 
inmates are made to lie on the bare floor. Weshould like to know whether 
this is true. ‘Then about the fare to which they are made to sit down, the less 
said the better. We are, of course, speaking from hearsay. Caste segregation 
camps are what all sensible people want, and the entire local press, both Indian 
and Anglo-Indian, being unanimously in their favour, it is to be hoped that 
the authorities that be would now think better of the matter. 26 


25. The Karachi Plague Committee, as our readers are aware, proclaimed 


ere ge ee ao by beat of drum some time ago that people were 


at liberty to remove to any place on the other side. 
Meas 6 > <8), 30th Apr. of the Lyari without obtaining any passes from the 


Plague Superintendents. In consequence of this 
several families built huts at some distance from Magharpir. But it is said 
that the Mukhtiarkar of Karachi, on an inspection of the neighbourhood of 


Magharpir, was of opinion that the hutshad been built on damp ground 


and ordered tie occupants to remove them to some distance from where they 


were built. The men would not carry out the peremptory orders so issued until 
the Mukhtiarkar proceeded witha few policemen and workmen to the spot 
and threatened to pull down the huts, No case of plague had taken place 


where the men were living, and yet they were forced to pull down the huts 


they had built at no inconsiderable expense. It would have been better under 


ee fcumstances had the Plague Committee selected the sites for the people 


rmitting them to build huts across the Lyari. 
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26, May we venture to suggest that if the authorities have thoroughly 
ape oor up their minds te make removal to hospital com- 
uggestion for appointi sory on eve ue patient, they should appoint 
ri monenens medion: Pon 3 Board of compebseid S edical men to hold a Pots 18 a 
pon the removalof .. : ® 
plague cases to hospitals at ton over every suspected case and determine whether 4 
Karéchi. the suspicion that it is a plague case is real or ima- . 
Phanix (8), 30th Apr. ginary? It is now the custom, we are told, to despatch . 
persons offhand to hospital as soon as a Plague Super- 4 
intendent has certified to the fact that any person has got’ the plague. Now, 4 
this is an arrangement which is somewhat open to objection. We have no inten- : 
tion to impeach the honesty of Plague Superintendents. Some of them have 
been working with a zeal and conscientiousness deserving of the highest praise. 
But what people complain of is that the Superintendents are interested parties 
inasmuch as they are paid for the work of detection they are carrying on, and 
being, after all, human, they are not in a hurry to part with the money they get. 
They may conscientiously believe that every case they report is.a genuine case 
of plague, for where money is concerned the wish is always father to the 
thought. We do not know whether the Superintendents are paid or not. If 
they are, we cannot altogether pooh-pooh the belief mentioned above. But 
we know what human nature is, and apart from all questions of payment, we 
think the Superintendents would be vying with each other as to which of them 
could carry: the palm in ferreting out the largest number of plague cases, 
If public opinion is to be reassured, let nobody be removed to hospital until 
four competent medical men say that he has got the plague. 


27. The Deshi Mitra rejoices at the relaxation of the pass system at 
Pinta Geibcatlonned Masia ta ag gna ag 199 hegeataange does not f° 
are ' gnough. @ people, says the paper, are now allowe 
Pisce eEy ae scone to 20 out of Samet. without aan oie from the local 
plague authorities, but cannot re-enter the city without undergoing detention 
(for ten days). It thinks that the restriction against ingress into the city 
need not be wholesale, but confined only to persons who might have. visited 
infected centres, and so recommends the Uollector to publish a list of such 
infected places and to enforce quarantine only against the persons who might 
have visited them. ae 


28. It isa matter for regret that in these times, when the people are steeped 
in misery, the plague authority at Rander should 
_ Plague operations atRénder have thought fit to adopt arbitrary measures with a 
™ _ any ly cgars May. View to enforce alterations in the user of pit privies by 
thay, cole A ho )e. a ae its inhabitants. A notice was issued from the Rander 
Municipal office over the signature of the Vice-Pre- 
sident by order of the President, Mr. Mead, 1.C.8., ordering pit privies to be 
turned into open privies within a month, failing which the notice gave a threat 
that the municipality would proceed to close up the pit privies. Against the 
illegality of this notice, which was wlira vires of the District Municipal Act, 
specially the threat, one Ibrahim Khatib filed a suit in the Court of the First 
Olass Subordinate Judge of Surat for an injunction against the President, Vice- 
President and members of the municipality. The Court on the 13th April issued 
a notice against the defendants to show cause why the-injunction should not be 
granted. The notice was made returnable on the 23rd April, as the one month’s — 
time given by the municipal notice expired on the 25th idem. The Vice- 
President, who was the Mamlatdar as alsc the plague authority, threatened to 
demolish plaintiffs house unless he consented in writing to close up the privy. 
Being unsuccessful, he, on the 17th idem, sent men to plaintiff’s house, caused 
the privies in his house to be closed up, and finally threatened to segregate him 
and his family unless he withdrew the plaint.. This the plaintiff stoutly refused 
to do and sent a telegram to Mr. Wingate complaining of the Mamlatdar’s act 
- and threat, It sppoass ‘that, in the end, good sense, which, for aught we know, 
might. be the resu 


U 


tof the telegram, prevailed; for Mr. Mead declared that he 
was not disposed to put the people to unnecessary trouble, and that if the plaint 
were withdrawn he would see that privies towhich the sweepers had no access would 
: not be suppressed. On the strength of this assurance the plaint was withdrawn. 
-. The conduct of the Mamlatdar was, we need not say, simply inexcusable. 


29. The Belgaum Samdchdr says that, the burden thrown upon: the local 
| municipality by the retention of the special staff enter- 
Plague expenditure at Bel- - tained at the outbreak of the peague is now.-much too 


gaum and a request tothe heavy for that body to bear under the present:straitened 
"Sloss “Banded (27), circumstances of its finances. The paper requests the 


2nd May. Collector, who is about to be transferred from Belgaum, 

to look into the matter and effect some retrenchment 
in the plague staff, if possible, in view of the almost total disappearance of the 
disease from Belgaum. It further adds that.the.duty of collecting the muni- 
cipal dues which have fallen very much in arrears In consequence of the general 
exodus of the inhabitants from the town should be entrusted to Rao Bahadur 
Lallubhai, Huzur Deputy Collector of Belgaum, so that there would be no necessity 
of raising a loan of Rs. 5,000 from Government, as at present proposed. 


80. What provision have Government made for the families of those who 
ie ee ee ke lost their lives in the deplorable plague riots at Sinnar? 
Gocercck ts Pest maid Anglo-Indian newspapers strongly advocated the grant 


sions to the families of those Of pensions to the widows of those whom they believed 


who lost their lives in the to have been murdered in the execution of plague 


recent riots at Sinnar in the h . f thes : ; 
Nasik District. duty at Poona, but the voice of these sympathisers is 


Shikshak (88), Ist May. silent when the question is to grant pensions to the 


families of those Native gentlemen who met witha 


similar fate at Sinnar. It does not behove Governinent to make any invidious 


distinction in the matter. The families of those who. died in the Sinnar riots are . 


left helpless, and Government, we trust, will be doing them a well-merited favour 
by making some provision for their support. 


31. The Native Opinion refers to an incident which recently occurred in a 
: case tried before the Allahabad High Court and in 
Boe ge Peon Sas which the counsel for the European accused is alleged 
the jury lists and a request +0 have objected successfully to having any Native on 
to the Chief Justices of the the jury, and remarks :—The Natives have no right 
various High Courts to to sit in judgment upon Europeans, whereas the 
— - Ciisien OD. le Europeans enjoy the right of trying Natives. If a 
i a a atatata (17), 1st ‘Hindu is on his trial before the High Court, he, like 
the European, can challenge only a limited number 
of jurors. But then this right is practically of no use to him in consequence of 
the decided majority of Europeans over Natives on the jury list. ‘This prepond- 
erence of the European over the Native element in the composition of the ju 
lists was markedly brought to notice in the famous Bungobasi case, and the Chief 
Justice had then severely commented on the method of the preparation of the 


lists of jurors. It was owing to this very defect in the mode of preparing the 


jury lists that there were only three Natives on the jay empanelled in the Tilak 
ease, Even a mereclerk in a European firm:is enrolled as a special juror on 
account of the colour of his skin, while a Native, however educated, is deemed 
unfit for the honour. It is this grave defect in the system of the preparation of 
special jury lists which is at the bottom of the frequent acquittals of European 
accused, almost palpably guilty of murder. It is therefore the duty of the 


Chief Justices of the various High Courts to remove this defect. 


32. An ancient philosopher of Europe is said to have defined man as 
Remarks .on the trials of 2 teatherless biped.” However unsatisfactory this 
European soldiers accused of definition may appear to the advanced philosophers of 
maenslar inet or assaulting Na- modern days, the European soldier in this country 
tives. _--ggems firmly to believe that to be the only proper 
Mahratia (7), Ist May. = definition of man as found in this country. Otherwise 
how are we to account for the utter disregard of the Anglo-Indian for the life 
of the unfortunate Native which we'see demonstrated so often? A quarter of 
the year is not yet over and already there have been half a dozen cases of these 
“accidental murders * in | oe! ament 
the Piper case. A man had been lant cad shot, but yet the plea of accident 
was accepted by the jury and the soldier was let off. In the sessions just 
meluded at: Allahabad a soldier named H. J. C. Killick, who was tried for 
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was honourably acquitted by the jury with the entire approbation of the 
presiding Judge, Mr. Justice Burkitt, before the. counsel for the defence had. 
addressed the Court on behalf of the prisoner. There are several other cases to 
which we need not refer. Is there to be noend to this wanton waste of life which | 
isa standing disgrace to the British administration, whose chief boast is the 
security of life and property ? Lord George Hamilton, the uncrowned Tzar of 
all Indies, when his attention was called to Piper’s case by Mr. Herbert 
Roberts in Parliament, complacently remarked that nothing remained to be 
done by way of placing restrictions on the man-killing propensity of Tommy 
Atkins. A man with such views could not be expected to come to our. 
rescue. Can anything be hoped for from ourown Government? Even to 
this question we are bound, in common honesty, to give a disappointing. 
answer. On the whole, the prospect does not’ appear to us to be ve 
hopeful for the unfortunate Indian rayat. From the evidence in the Piper 
case it is also clear that the miscarriage of justice in these cases is entirely 
due to the readiness which is shown by the members of the Anglo-Indian 
corps to do all they can to get their comrades out of the scrape in which 
they might find themselves. ‘The case is at the beginning left in the hands 
of the officers who are in too close a touch with the’ offenders, and who. 
are therefore more anxious to advise the soldier as to the best way of getting 
out of the difficulty than to collect evidence against him. There is also another 
factor which must not be lost sight of. British soldiers are as human as 
anybody else, and they would not be so regardless of the life of another human 
being, albeit he be an Indian, had it not been for the bad example set to him 
by his superiors in position and status, of treating the ‘blackies’ with absolute 
contempt. |The Indu Prakdsh (15) of the 2nd instant contains similar senti- 
ments, | 


33.- Cases of accidental shooting. by European soldiers are increasing 

instead of diminishing. Cases of unprovoked assaults 

Sentence passed by the are also becoming more frequent. All tbis is the 
Chief Presidency Magistrate, o ; 

Bombay, ona European gol. Natural result of the belief prevalent amongst European 

dier accused of assaulting a soldiers that the “ nigger’s’”’ life is not particularly 

sweetmeat-sellcr considered valuable and that their escape in trials for offence, 


: — (111), ‘Jet Ma serious or otherwise, is almost a moral certainty. 
tice ols! ”? Last week William Blundell, who was described by 


the Chief Presidency Magistrate as one of the smartest 
soldiers in the Shropshire Regiment, was sentenced to four months’ rigorous 
‘imprisonment for an unprovoked, brutal and cowardly attack upon an innocent 
sweetmeat-seller. The old man had done him no wrong. He simply asked 
the accused to pay two annas for the sweetmeat the accused had helped himself 
to from the sweet-vendor’s tray, whéreupon the latter was violently struck upon 
the head with a stick and had his tray kicked off. The man sustained compound 
fracture of the frontal bone and had also a contused wound on tiie Icft forearm. 
The charge against the prisoner was proved to the hilt.. His defence was of 
the usual type. ‘*‘ He was drunk and did not know what happened. The com- 
plainaut might have been struck by one of the mob at the time when the 
accused was defending himself.” ‘This plea was grossly false and he was sen- 
tenced to four months’ rigorous imprisonment. Even allowing for the fact 
that he had been in custody for.nine weeks, we think the oifender was treated . 
with neediess indulgence. ‘Lhe:complaivant had all but lost his life. He him- 
self pa-sed more than two months in hospital in extreme mental «ain and. 
‘bodily agony. ‘The assault was altogether without any extenuating circum. 
stance whatever. Having regard to these facts, four months is wholly inadequate. 


34. With reference to the case in which one Lawrence Gomes, a ticket 

pi cue collector at the Mazgaon Station (Bombay) on the oe 

_ Remarks in connection QJ, P, Railway, ill-treatel and oppressed some illi- i 
“— poe sia og" wake teratée Native passengers who travelled beyond their a 
collector at. the Mazgaon destination and the observations made by Khan Baha- 
Station (Bombay) on the dur P. H. Dastur, Fourth Presidency Mavistrate,. 
. Rs ch oe: (144), 6th before whom the passengers were prosecuted, the 
Mees’ Ee eae te Jém-e-Jamshed observes :—We hope the Magist rate 
4 | will draw the attention of the Governme:t Solicitor 7 

pou. 190-7 | | a 
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to this case, if he has not already done so, in the interests of the liberty of the 
subject. Tf an ordinary ticket collector can demand a fine, in addition to the 
reasonable and just excess fare, from passengers and keep them in custody on 
their failure to do so ina piace like Bombay, we can easily imagine the extent 
of . oppression practised by petty railway servants on out-of-the-way and 
insignificant railway stations in the mofussil. Itis the duty of the Railway 
' Company to prosecute their servants who may be found ill-treating and oppress- 
ing the passengers, and we are anxious to know whether the energetic Traffic 
Manager of the G. I. P. Railway takes any notice of the conduct of the ticket 
collector at the Mazgaon Station. Whether he does so or not, we would request 
the Government Solicitor to prosecute the ticket collector and to get him duly 
punished. | 


35. In alluding to the same case, the Akhbdr-e-Soddgar makes adverse 
peerage va eae comments on the conduct of the ticket collector and 
7th May. a. ven expresses its surprise that the Magistrate felt satisfied 
Cas only by passing strong remarks against him instead 
: of fining him and distributing the amount so recovered from the ticket col- — 
lector between the two accused, as they are not likely to proceed further in the 
matter. 


36. Itseems that a European medical doctor is to be indented from 
Benga! to fill the vacancy caused by Dr. Collis Barry’s 
Remarks in connection going home on one year’s furlough. India has suf- | 
with the rumoured [selection fered much from the hateful monopoly enjoyed by 
of an officer from Bengal to 
act as Chemical Analyser to ™en of the Indian Medical Service of all high posts 
the Bombay Government in the Medical Department. The post of Chemical 
during the absence of Dr. Analyser to the local Government furnishes an illus- 
— mecege’ tration of this monopoly. Several Native Assistant 
an-e-Jamshed (144), 4th Q : 
May;  Akhbér-c- Sodagay Surgeons have served ably under the Chemical Analy- 
(126), 5th May. ser, and we learn that the claims of one of these were 
brought to the notice of the Government by Dr. Barry 
himself. We fail to see why Dr. Barry’s recommendation is not to be carried 
out. Two instances have already occurred in the past when the Native Assistants 
of the Chemical Analyser threw up the post because they were held ineligible to | 
- fill the post of their chief even temporarily, and it is likely that the present 
incumbent of the Assistant’s place might follow the example of his predecessors 
in this respect. We do not see why deserving men from the Assistant Surgeon’s 
_ ranks should not be promoted to lucrative posts j in the Medical Department. The 
department will in no way suffer if such encouragement were to be given to 
deserving members of the subordinate service. |The Akbbér-e-Soddgar ex- 
presses similar sentiments J 


37. The administration of the Shikdérpur Collectorate during Colonel 
Mayhew’s term of office has been in many respects 
Praise of Colonel Mayhew’s all that could be desired. He has successfully grap- 
Wi Ke ROBIN of the Chiktc- pled with the evil of rasai. He has in a large 
pur Collectorate in Sind, 
Prabhat (204), 23rd Apr., ™easure checked the vagaries of the police, and at 
Eng. cols. — _ the same time prevented the increase of crime. He 
has taught the Mukhtiarkars and their subordinates 
to feel that they subsist only to protect the interests of the people. He has 
inspired the landholders with a sense of their dignity. He has truly striven, 
according to his lights, to protect the people entrusted to his oe and to 
generally advance their interests as far as could be. 


- 38. Instances of the persecution of Hindus in all possible ways and of 
; their treatment like beasts instead of as human beings 
Remarks on the alleged were of frequent occurrence under the Moghul rule, 


psa : oe iad te so whereas the tradition that has been handed down as 


pean officer at Satéra. regards the British Government i is that under it every 
oom (49), 30th one, high or low, recaives proper treatment. In- 
age: oe stances, however, are occurring of late which remind 


us of Moghul rule. The Sdtéra incident in which the 
first sida Aiahee in the loa” High School was roughly assaulted by a 
Buropean military officer for no other reason but that the former failed to make a 


ae a 
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proper salam. We hope the local Government will take up the matter into 
its own hands and inflict such severe punishment: upon the offender that no 
one in future might dare to repeat the offence. If such offences are often 
repeated, the confidence of the public in the British Government will as- 
suredly vanish, and hence we have made the above request through loyal 
motives. 


; 


39. It would be well if Government soon framed a salutation code as. suggests 
ees en i 0 ed bythe Kesari, The offender at Satara ought to have 

—— ee | « e duly punished ere long, but what can be expected 
where all officers from the lowest to the highest rank are of the same type? It 
is disgraceful to Government that they should sit quiet when an ignorant human 
brute plays pranks and commits an assault on an old Government servant occu- 
pying the position of first assistant master in a Government High School. 
The Hindus have come to believe that Government always take the side of 
men belonging to their race. It is wrong to suppose that the Hindus are impotent 
because they brook such insults. It is their ingrained loyalty which deters 
them from retaliating under such provocation. It isa very unfortunate thing 
that Government should not understand this. Government should enquire into. 
the case and take the necessary steps to prevent the repetition of such offences 
by Europeans in future. 


40. Itis such incidents asthese that lead to feelings of animosity. be- 
tween the two races. Even supposing that Mr. Sohoni 
failed to properly salute the European officer, the 
latter had certainly no business to inflict corporeal punishment upon the former. 
There certainly were other ways open to him by which he could have enforced 
a proper salute from Mr. Sohoni. 


Vrittas@y (105), 2nd May. 


41. Since there is little likelihood of the plague disappearing from 
Kardchi soon enough, the Pleaders’. Examination 

Postponement of the Plea- fixed for the 16th of the next month should either 
ders’ Examination to beshort- he postponed or held at different centres. But the 


2 Heer Gerri postponement will be more desirable, and there is 

_ Prabhat (204), 23rd Apr, 2 precedent for it. Mr. Johnstone, the predecessor 

Eng. cols. of Mr. Whitworth, postponed the examination last . 

: year from May to July on account of the plague 

in Karachi. The candidates, we are informed, have sent a petition to Mr, 


Whitworth, the present Sadar Court Judge, praying that the examination be 
postponed. We hope Mr. Whitworth will see his way to granting their 
prayer. It will be surely unnecessary to point out the inconveniences 
to which the candidates will be put, if they are required to sit for the ex- 
amination at Karachi on the 16th proximo. 


Rathwoays. 


42. The sad accident which resulted in the death of Mr. H. M. Steuart, 

the popular and painstaking Traffic Manager of the 

Overbridgeat the Church- B, B. & C. I. Railway, brings home in an impressive, 
gate Railway Station (Bom- thongh melancholy, manner the great necessity of 
Bed. ee hw having an overbridge at the Church Gate level- 
“Indian Spectator (4), lst crossing, as indeed at all crossings where passenger 
May. traffic is very heavy. ° It is wonderful that there is 
not even a small railway ovetbridge at the Church 

Gate Station, whilst almost every petty station has it. As with the Church 
Gate level-crossing, so with the Chaupati level-crossing, we understand that 
grand bridges for foot and carriage traffic as well have been resolved upon and 
are intended to be built.there. They would-be a boon when constructed, but 
till then the city can fairly claim that the authorities should ask the Railway 
Company concerned to build light bridges for foot passengers at least, so as to 
convenience all passers-by and make it possible for all that can run todo so in 
order to catch the train without any risk of being run over and losing limb or 
life. [Several other Bombay papers of the week urge the necessity of an over- 
bridge.at the Church Gate level-crossing.| i 
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AN. ative States. 


43. The Kathidwddno Himdyaté complains that i heir-epuident of. 
the Dhrangadra State ill-treats and even assaults his 
| Complaint against the servants, cites.a couple of instances in support of this 
poy seg of the Dhrén- statement, in one of which a body-guard is stated 
Talicdins | Himéyati 0 have been so severely beaten that he died on the 
(149), 1st May. | third day. The paper says that it isin possession of 
the particulars relating .to these instances, but that 

it refrains from placing them before the public lest the servants concerned 


might suffer. 


Intelligence extracted from the Press. : 


44, The Sudhdrak publishes a detailed.and reliable account of ihe 
P ws encounter of the Bérémiati police with dacoits near 
“pada ae te ee “Ravangaon as: furnished by the Acting Mamlatdar 
counter of the Bérémati_ of Bérdrhati, in ‘which the following particulars, in 
police with a party of dacoits ‘addition to those recorded in paragraph 70 of ‘the last’ ae 
~~ aac in the Poona pipet oe ge he po pita met a pe : 
of the whereabouts of the party of dacoits from the 
gern ah oily bowen. tact that ‘two persons purchased sweets worth Ks. 15 
at Bérémati. These men were arrested on suspicion;and confessed before the 
police that they belonged to a gang of dacoits and that the gang was then stationed 
in the valley between Ravangaon and Nandadevi,. The news of the confession 
spread quickly through the town of Baramati and;a party of 30 or 40 police 
constables with arms and ammunition, accompanied by two savars, the chief. 
constable and the Police Inspector, started in pursuit. Rao Saheb Puntambekar 
_ was with the party along with several other tawnsmen and’ the party obtained 
additions, to its ranks from every. village that they ‘passed on the way. Two 
Kunbis joined if at Nandadevi, ‘but as they’ were at once declared by.the two men | 
_ in police custody to be of their party, they were handcuffed. All. these four 
persons. seemed to be in the service of the dacoits. on very small pay. About. 
a mile from Ravangaon, four men were espied on an eminence and were 
declared by the arrested persons fo be the’ scouts of ‘the gang. Mr. Puntam- 
bekar now declared his intention ‘of going quickly round the hill side so as to cut 
: off the retreat of the dacoits, and he was accompanied by one savér. He saw 
about 30 or 40 armed dacoits in the valley, and after having once discharged his 
six-chambered revolver in the air commanded them to surrender. The dacoits were 
taken quite unawares. “They had guns and gunpowder, but were short of bullets. 
They now attacked’ Mr. Puntambekar, whose attempt to discharge his revolver a 
second time was not successful. ‘The dacoits dragged: him to the ground and: 
he became from this time quite unconscious. The savér who was with him 
was wounded in the leg, but he managed’ to retreat: with his horse to give 
the alarm. tothe pursuing party who ‘had fallen behind. The dacoits now 
learnt from the scouts that the pursuing party was at hand. So they left 
Mr. Puntambekar where he was ‘and turned to face'the police. .'They lurled 
stones. with accurate aim upon the police’, some of whom were wounded. in. 
the face, though not seriously. With the exception of four or five persons 
the dacoits were not professional robbers, but raw recruits. Dhondu Buil and 
others were expert in sw ordsrnanship and they tried ‘to baffle their oppo- 
nents by means of those’ weapons: Both of them were shot dead and a 
third was wounded. At this tlie others tok to their ‘heels. But they carried 
with them their loot, as well ‘ds released tlie f ur arrested persons, leaving in the 
hands of the police only the wounded person. © Search for Mr. Puntambekar now 
began, but he was nowhere to be'found. He r covered consciousness at 5 P.M. 
-and tvok three hours to walk with difficulty into the village of Nandadevi. Here 
he’ was excellently nursed and looked after by the village rs and was not retused 
adh nission, as erroneously statéd in the Times ‘of India. He’ has received two 
wounds onthe head, one of which was serious, besides a number of bruises and 
citi all ‘over | the body, He is iow” well and has taken charge of his 
duties. 'The* man ‘under arrest has heal. sos that the gang belongs to Neirudliy 
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village in the Phaltan jéghir, that one of their party was in the hands of the 


Poona police and that altogether eight persons ‘from the gang have hitherto 

been arrested. If more prudence had been used in the present encounter, the 

whole gang.would have been: secured. Abele cone ites 

45. A correspondent writes:—The Shivaji birth anniversary .was duly. 

ee celebrated at Digraj on the 22nd April. The temple 

. ae crciee of Shivaji’s where the celebration was held, together with its 

(8 vo een at - Digra) surroundings, was nicely decorated with pictures, flags, 

Sudkdrak (21). Ind Mav, &¢- After an exhibition of some physical sports, 

(21), BY. phy pe 

; ballads were sung by the Gondhalis. (professional 

ballad singers), A kirtan was performed by Rambhau Apte, who described the : 

career of Baji Deshpande. There was also a lecture upon the lessons to be 

derived from Shivaji’s life. After the distribution of atéar and pan, the celebra- 
tion came to an end. 


46. A correspondent of the Shikshak, in giving a similar account of the 

ali : ‘Shivaji celebration at Digraj, adds that the pictures of 

ne nn ee _ Shivaji and Tilak were given a prominent position in 

the temple hall where the celebration was held. He also praises the public 
spirit of the inhabitants of Digraj. 


47. ‘It is well known to all that Shivaji Maharaj has been an illustrious 
personage. His birthday is celebrated at Poona and 
Shivaji birthday celebration other places in the Deccan with great eclat. It was 


, 
. 


at Ahmedabad. — ‘eal’ 8 : 
celebrated with due pomp in our city aJjsoon the 
af — Teme (U8) 99nd April by some Deccani gentlemen residing in the 


Bhadar, when hirtans were performed and impressive 
speeches were delivered. 


48. By the death of Dr. Atmaram Pandurang on TueSday evening last 

) the Prarthana Samaj has lost its eldest member, the 

The late Dr, Atmaram Native medical profession its most senior representa- 

“Gubedh Pelvibe (2 0%, let = ani the city of Bombay one of its straight- 

May, Eng. cols, orward and public-spirited citizens. People who can 

; call the old days to mind will remember how in his 

own day the doctor worked in civic matters and the interest he took in numerous 

public movements and assoviations. This worth met with recognition at the 

hands of the Government, wlio nominated him to the commission of the peace 
and to the shrievalty of Bouibay for a year. 


49, Dr. Atmaram Pandtrang was a fine specimen of Western and Eastern 
cultures; he was a pleasant mixture of the attributes 
Champion (2), lst May. oF te intellectual Hindu and the English gentleman. 
It will be long before we meet his like again. He was a man who fully 
recognised tle need for veform on all sides—in political matters and in social ; 
and he had the courage of his convictions. 


50. One of the worthiest of ‘Mild Hindus’ has been removed from 

0. Bombay by the death of Dr. Atmaram Pandurang. 
M bigaag Spectator (4), Ist Asin social matters, so in matters religious, Dr. 

r Atmaram held very advanced views. The gap caused 
by his death must remain unfilled for a long time. 


51. It is impossible for us to give an adequate expression to our feelings 

: of regret caused by the sad and untimely death of 

The late Mr. Shankar Bal- My Shankar Balkrishna Dixit, assistant master in 
eo tte let May the Poona Training College. Mr. Dixit was a self- 
: made manaltogether. By dint of his own independent 

exertions and with the aid of a superior intelligence Mr. Dixit became a great 
astronomer, and though he did the work of a teacher in the Training College 
to earn his livelihood, still he spefit all his leisure in the pursuit of his favourite 
subject, viz., astronomy. The merit of his work consists chiefly in the r szarches 
he made, and his book.called the “ History of the Bharatiya Jyotisha, ancient and 
modern,”’ is such.as to make hitn remembered as long as the Marathi literature 
exists. Mr. Dixit was vary, midilest, and: WMins;-anditwas really a pleasure 
" “eon 180—7 
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(For the week ending 14th May 1898.) 


No, Names of Newspapers. | ' Place of Publication , | Edition. Number of 


—_ 
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| “ ENGLIsH. 


The Bombay East Indiah .., .  .../ Bombay, 5.  so| Weekly «. a. 270 

»» Champion... ‘ss. Ae eee ve = set = Doo. | 
. Dn ren Prakash eee eee Poona ee TY) cool Do. eco eee 300 
1, Indian Spectator and Voice of India... Bombay  ... | Do. 
» Karachi Chronicle “ai ss ee ww A ee 500 
», KA&thidwar Times cos cee coe RAJ KOG ses 73 


eve} Daily = wee 
99 Mahratta .. , een eee ' @@e8 eee Poona eee or ene Weekly eee eee 600 


Phoenix eee - 668 eee Karachi eee ee Bi-weekly eee 500 
» Quarterly J ournal of the Poona Sérva- | 
janik Sabha ... ove me .»-| Poona... eee ».»| Quarterly _ 300 
is Railway Advocate “ws eee oof Hubli... on vee] Weekly 0° as. 600 
», Sind Times oes eee .»-| Karachi coe = oe Bi-warkly oes 200 
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ANGLO-MaRATHI. 


10 | The Di BAe... acs. ake ns -+-| Bombay oe sik FOU. as, ve 1,0(0 
13 99 Dnyan Chakshu'’ eee eee eee eee Poona eee eee : ee Do. eee eee 900 
14 ‘i i igen bo ons: eee se ae BORRDAY ia sesh A aes ne 500 

CPHEOR a dD io yal Baekly ks, 900 
16 | », Kémgéar or Workman ..  ... sl Doo. 


17. | 5 Native Opinion ... .s ww. «|. Do. ee —_ oe Bi-weekly oes 700 
18 | , Prabhdkar aes i eek Do. : 
19 5, Shri Saydéji Vijay soe = eee Ss wee} Baroda... 00. — oe Bi-weekly vee 2,500 
r 80 ae Subodh Patrika eco ee eco eee Bombay eee eee Weekly ee eee 450 
21 »» Sudhdrak,., = os “ee aoe seo} Poona... ‘as on Ge ae ee 3,000 
99 » Vartdhar ... sa wa ae ++] Bombay ee wa. WO. ans 


MaRATHI. 


93 | The Aram _... Me oe oe -«-| Bombay eos | Fortnightly _.., 500 
94 » Arunoday& me ee ov sl SE cs ee | Weekly ... 
5 » A’rydvart... os aoe oe -++| Dhulia... eee ae Eee. aie a 205 
96 5 weed 4 oon oes see --| Ratnagiri... ae 
27 » Belgaum Saméchér_... «+ «se! Belgaum ‘ite oe ee? eee “its | 248 
98 »» Bhat pe eee ove oe ---| Bombay ini ...| Fortnightly : 
99 » Chanddnsho «me ws es] Tdsgnon = wee one Weekly .... vi 100 
30 », Chandrakant ... eee oe --| Chikodi - eee oe |, ee : 
31 | , Chahdrodaya  ... = eee aes .| Chiplun baa ick ee oe 250 
32 » Chikitsak... oe se see .-+| Belgaum as Pe tee aor aoe 650 
33 » Chitragupta ... a a ...| Karad ... ne ek i Be he ‘cea 200 
34 5, Daivadnya Mitra oe oe -»+| Bombay ... eve} Monthly ... ove 500 
35 », Daivadnya Samachar ... im. 7a oe ove He | eee eee 300 
| 36 |.,, Dakhan Samachar jin pee ooh ORO ee Se eee 500 
37 , Dakshin Vritt ... iss ove .»-| Kolhapur . 
38 » Deshakdlavartamaén ... oes eee} Erandol one as ee aa 45 
$9 », Dhanada... a eee --| Vengurla i... .».| Fortnightly - 9700 
. . 40 » Dharwar Vritt ... ae + cool Dhérwar_,,. soof Weekly ... cee 750 
4l 9 Dhureen eee eee eee eee eee Belgaum eee eee Do. TT) 
42 9 Dnyan Prakash .e. cee eee eee] Poon oo see ove Do. ae ete 1,0C0 
43 » Dnydn Sa ari om ee eee | Kolhdpur .. | Do. ... a 290 
4A » Ganga L a ee eee ee ee 200 
45 { , Gurdkhi ... oe ace 1 _ +ee| Bombay ove ck me ons see 1,200 
-46 |, Gurdkhi «.. soe =e se eck Os ‘ae : 
47 » Hindu Punch .. - ..  o» | Th&ma... 4... of Weekly ... oof ~~. 600 
48 99 Jagadaédarsh eee eee eee eee Ahmednagar .. eee eee Do. 
49 ,, Jagad-hitechchhu ere ee | | eer 4,500 
lis —— ee eee CE ee a ee 608 
51 9 K 1 eee eee oor eee 08 Boona eee eee eee Do. eee eee 1,208 
p2 | ,, KA&lid’s .. 0 oe co oof Dhdrwér __., Ee “ae 
53 »» Kalpataru... om ‘ie oe ..-| Sholapur coe re eae ae ate 375 
bs 54 ” Karmanuk coe coe eee eee Poona... eee eee Do. eee eee 2,500 
65 |., Keral Kokil ... +  « of Bombay Sie. Tees AOMMONT ee ces 2,000 
56 |:,, Kesari _... vee wee one POONA... nue ooo] Weekly we ay 8,000 
57 », Khandesh: Chitragupta ae? .»-| Dhulia sig pu Ne ees 
a 58 9 Khandesh Vaibhav eee #oe Pee Do. eee sen Do. eee eee : ‘ 370 
59 - 9 Khara Prakar ne eee te: eee Bombay ee eee P Monthly eve coe] 2,000 
60 | ,,. Kumtha Vritt .. .. « «| Kumta .. ..| Weekly .. 2) © 200 
61. 7) Lokaseva eee abe eee eee . eee Nasik Sodas eee eee Do. eee 
yy » Madatnis... 1... s+ o «| Ratmagiri .. | Do. ... a - 900 - 
sooner », Madhu Makshika mcs | Blgaum eee? > ee 
64 9 Madhu Vritt eee eee eos eee W J eee eee : eee 4 Do. eee 
} 65 ” Mahéarashtra Mitra eee’ ees pee SAtara ee ece eee Do. ye eee f 250 
i. ne na a a ee Be 
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Mara’ tHiI—continued, 


The Mitrodaya oe 


Moda ritt eee “eee 
Mumbai Vaibhav me 
Nagar Samachar... eee 
Nasik Vaibhav ... ‘er 
Nasik Vritt - ... “a 
Nipdni Vaibhav ... ove 
Nydaya Sindhu ... see 
Panchanan cag tO eas 
Pandhari Bhushan ... 
Pandhari Mitra ... bie 
Pen Samacha1 eee ‘eee 
Poona Vaibhav ... 200 
Prabodh Chandrika ie 
Prabodh Ratn& .... ‘as 
Saye a o“< ‘ ae wi 

av Bhushan see 
Ben athéntk eae See 
Satya Shodhak ... is 
Satyavakta ‘3 oo 
Shikshak ... ove sa 
Sholapur Samachér__... 


Shubh Suchak ... ae 
Sudarshan aoe “i 
Sudhakar “ae sas 
Sumant ware eee Gee 


Tuk4rém ... vee iis 
Vartddarsha ies ee 


Vartéhar ... eee ae 


Vartanidhi dee vue 
Vatandar... aes iin 
Vengurla Vritt ... ove 
Vidya Vilas we ose 
Vikshipta eee ees eee 
Virashaivamata Prakdsh 

Vividh Dny4n Vistér _... 
Vritias4r ... sii 
Vritt Sindhu eee Ses 
Vritt Sudha ee rare 
Vy4pari eee eee eee 


ANGLO-GUJARA’TI 


The Broach Saméchér om 


Deshabhakta on 


ise 
»» Gujarati-.... isi iii 
» Gujarat Mitra’... see 
», Gujarét Satya Samsher ... 
»° indi Puen. «.., ee 
» Hindusthdn bs ace 
»» Independent ete a 
»» aiser-e-Hind _.., ‘a 
» Kathidwdr News... o> 
'y» Panch Mahdl Times _... 
» Rast Goftaér ae ee 
» Shri SayAji Vijaya ies 
», Sury& Prakash .., sae 
GUJARATI, 
The Ahmedabad Times tee 
9? Ajab eee tee eve 
5, Akhbédr-e-Islam-... oni 
» Akhb4re Soddgar Se 
» Arajadar ... eee * 
» A’ry& Dharm Prakfsh .., 
op MEE ON i icc 
» Bombay Samachar dia 
s5 Broach Mitra ... tui 
», Buddhi Prak4sh ..., pe 
» Cambay Gazetie:.. —... 
” Chandra eee ‘ eon eee 
» Chhatrapati Sie 
»: Deshi Mitré ae ‘es 
» ‘Din Mani sve see 
» DnyénSudha ...... 
» Dny&a Vardhak ... _..., 
» Fursad .,,, see iss 
9 Gap Sap "eee eee eee 


. 


Satara... 
Wai ... 
Bombay 


Ahmednagar 


Nasik ... 
Do. ... 
Nipani... 


Ahmednagar 


i peeren 
Poona ... 
Jalgaon 

Barsi ... 
Islampur 
Yeola ... 
Chikodi 

Ratnagiri 
Vengurla 
Chikodi 

Shol4pur 
Satara ... 


Ahmednagar 


ee 
Karad ... 


Malvan 
Bombay 
Poona ... 
Bij4pur 
Vengurla 
Kolhapur 
Bombay 
Akalkot 
Bombay 
Wai isi. 


| Karwar... 


Satara ... 
Poona ... 


Broach 
Baroda 
Bombay 
Surat ... 


Surat ... 
Bombay 
Do. 


Broach 


Ahmedabad 


Cambay 


Surat ... 
Bombay | 
Surat ... 


Broach... 


.| Ahmednagar 


Ahmedabad 


Bombay 
Do. 
Do. 


Do. gas 
Fortnightly 
Weekly ... 

ae 

ee 2.) 

ee: 

a 

eee 

BIOs: Sues 

: ae 
a er 

ae ay. 
Tri-weekly 
Weekly ... 

mr ee 

Do. wih 


aero es 
Bi-weekly 
Weekly ... 
aS i eee 
DGG. Se. 
Be ais 


Weekly. ... 
Monthly ... 
Daily _... 

| eee 
Weekly ... 
Monthly... 
Daily —«.. 


Weekly ... 
Monthly .., 
aon 


si 
Monthly ... 
Do. eee 
TOG: a4. 


| Fortnightly 


we 


tie 


ee 


173 
174 


ae 


~—«2176 
177 
178 


180 
181 
182 
183 


187 
188 
189 
190 
191 
192 
198 
194 
195 
196 
197 


,, Rajahansa oe os 


KaA’NARESE, 


The Chandrodaya +43 “ 
» Karndtak Vritt ... ve 
» Loks Bandhu | 

Loka Mitra ae ‘ae 

» Mayurpur Vaibhav 

ee are 

Satya Vritt wea nee 
Subodh Chandrika 
Vidya Sant#n Patra 


MARA'THI AND Ka’NARESE. 


The Chandrika 7 iss 

Karnitak Vaibhav a 
Siddheshvar ree 
Vichari 


99 


ENGLISH AND HINDI. 
The Pandit ..  ... 

Hint. 
The Shri Venkateshvar Saméebar 


-URDU. 


The Aina-i-Hind roe 
Alam Aphroz Bambai ... 
Azad Punch 


: India Gazette «+. ove 
» vahanuma.., ive cee 
» dustice of the Peace... 
» Makbul-e-Aalum = 
9 Munsif-i- Deccan eee eee 


, Muslim Herald ... pos 
Nayar-i-Islam 


Punch Eah4éur a Ne 
99 Safir... on see eee 


Sult4n-ul- Akhbér... 


ian: a 
me’ a 
..| HAanebennur .., 
,..| Navalgund .., 
...| Gadag i 
<a Do. ‘i 
..| Aubli.. ane 
Do. one 


Bagalkot ee 


as Bijapur le 
oooh Os si 
ue Karwar 


Bombay ee 
Do. a 
Do. see 
Do. bet 
Do. = 
Do. mee 
Do. eee 

Ahmednagar ... 

Bombay ee 
Do. por 
Do. és 
Do. ee@ 


i bee ; 
of Do. ‘s 
a Do. bn 
oe Sa 
; Do. ees 
ms en ue 
...| Hortnight 

es Weekly 


| Weekly ... 
: Do, ‘i 
Do. eee 

Do. i 


aes Tri-monthly 
...| Weekly .. 

eee Do. see 

a a hes 

“aca 

‘ Do. cee 

wee} = D0. nee 

eee ag ea 
.| Weekly ... 

Ve a” “eee 

ve Do. eee 

we’ Daily 
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Mo, _ Names of Newspapers. . Place of Publication, | Edition, Copies tercel. 
GusJARA’TI—continued, | 

140 The Gul Afsh4n ee eee eee bee Bombay eee eee Monthly ° eee 500 
141 99 Hitechchhu eee ese ta eee Ahmedabad . eee Weekly ee eee 500 
142. | ,, a ie ses »»-| Bombay ‘i cou EN és esi 2,800 
143 | ,, Jan in as: 6 oe agk WEEE cee eu 225 
144 »» Kac ba Saméchér isd eee ...| Bombay gos a ee? ae - 500 
145 » Kaira Khetiwddi Patrs ... ive ...| Nadiad sé »»«| Monthly ... ih 830 
146 » Kaira Vartaman .. vue es ...| Kaira su ..| Weekly ... ie 75 
147 » Kathidwddno Himéyati oo 6 eC ee ROUEN | Do. eo 400 
148 | ,, Kéthidwdr Krishi a wae ine Do. ave sbi Tri-monthly sa 200 

149 » Kathidwdr Times... ae - ...| Rajkot a ..| Bi- tl ae 450 
150 » Kelavni ... ose en vee ...| Baroda - ...| Monthly .,, =e 800 
151 »» Khoja Samachar .. ‘es re ...| Bombay | Weekly... = vie 
152 9 Nure Blam ee ‘ee eve eve Do. ee eee Monthly coe eee 300 
153 » Nydyadarshak ... »» co vf Ahmedabad ... __ ...| Fortnightly 3 250 
154 » Praja Mitra see ae coe ...| Karachi “ ...| Bi-weekly v4 350 
155 55 Praja Pokér aoe bes ive ...| Surat is e.| Weekly .., ms 800 
156 » Rajyabhakté ... na oe ..| Bombay 3 ee es . 1,200 
157 », Samsher Bahédur ee ae --| Ahmedabad ... . «| Dow os a 300 
158 » Saty& Mitrs ive kaa - .--| Bombay ia seal Oe .; ade see 1,100 
159 » Satyavakta a is ia sok Os iw 1ee| Hortnightly ua 50@ 
160 | ,, Stri Bodh.. ere he ee .. see] Monthly... 300 
161 » Stri Mitra ei ee es ct: oe Joe er ‘ 500 
162 », Surat Akhbar... ae oe w»e| Surat m Weekly . ve 800 
163 3, svadesh Bandhu ... bis . .-| Mahudha sw Do. ise 250 
164 » Udichya Hitechchhu Patrs _... ...) Ahmedabad _... ...| Monthly ... ive 600 
165 ig: a See, 4008 ih Bombay on Fortnightly _... 200 
1G | ws Vishvadarskan ie Kaira ... i WOOK 5. oes 325 
167 » Vyapak § ... see see ie .-| Bombay ‘ Os i eee 600 

ANGLO-K4’'NARESE. 
168 | The Hubli Patra sie we} Hubli “eu oo} Weekly ... 5€ 
ENGLIsH, MARATHI AND KANARESE. 

169 { The Karn&tak Patri ... ne ost DhdewG |... . Weekly vee 400 
170 eee et ee oe we Ee a 200 


SS 


Names of Newspapers. 


En@.isn, Mana'THi anp GusaBa'T!. 


- 


The Baroda Vateal .. 4. eof Baroda wwe we Weekly. wu] 580 
EnauisH, Mara’tH1, GusyaRa’t! 
AND KONKANI. pe 


200 | The Garibincha Kaivéri (Amicus Pauperum) Bombay .., «| Fortnightly...) 1,600 


MaRa’tHI AND URDU. 


‘ 


201 |The Gulbarga Samdéchér ... ... «| Gulbarga... ~—s..| Weekly... a. 450 


Hyderabad (Sind) ...| Fortnightly ..., 


99 eee eee eee eee ee ; Do, noe Weekly eee ene 450 
SINDI. 
e064 ‘|The Khairkheh ... occ us ee, 
206 99 Muin-ul-Isl4m eos ees eee eee Do. ene eee : Do, ees iE eee 300 
206 5, Sind Sudhér ‘wa pes ia wet Do. tie ec ee ae ge 500 
ANGLO-PORTUGUESE. | i eet 
207 |O Anglo-Lusitano _... eee “oie Bombay ve woe) Weekly ... cous 1,000 
208 The oletim Indiano eee oak eee sae Do. see eee Do. eee eee : ees 
| PortUGUESE-KONKANI. 

209 |The Luso-Concanim ... «+. «+ «| Bombay ...  ...| Weekly». .... 550 


Notes.—A. The notices from the different Newspapers have been collected in the Report under different heads 
which are printed in italics. 

B, The names of Newspapers are printed in the margin of the Report in italics, and the number of the News 
paper in the above list is printed in brackets after the name, | . 


C, The system of spelling vernacular words followed by the Reporter is the same as that adopted in the 
Official Spelling List of the Bombay Presidency. One peculiar feature of this system is that wnen the long (a Of 
er d) is the last letter of a word, the accent is left out, and the short a(3{ =u in gun) is, to prevent confusion, 
mover placed at the end of a word, This rule has been strictly followed, except that when the short a appears to be 
absolutely necessary to complete the pronunciation of a word, asin Arunodaya or the well-known Mitra, it is printed 
with a mark over it to indicate that it is short, thus—-d, : 


D. The figures giving the circulation or number of copies’ published ‘of each newspaper and pericdical as 
faraished by the proprietor, are not guaranteed as accurate, ‘and in some instances must _be regarded with cf ution, 


~, ak Rts 


-Politice and the Public Administration, 


5 ie 
. 


——_- 


1, The currency proposals: of the Government of India appear to us so 
crude, so over-sanguine, and so indifferent to the likely 
Remarks on the currency adverse effects on other interests of the country— 
Apart ofthe Government other than those of remittance to meet her sterling — 
Indian Spectator (4), 8th Obligations in England —that it is a matter of 
May. ee articular satisfaction to see that the proposals are to 
be submitted toa body of experts who, under the 
guidance of their able chairman, Sir H. Fowler, are not likely to fail to 
explain the untenability in logic and harmfulness in practice of those proposals. 
Many of us had feared that Government would accept the Lindsay scheme ; 
but Government out-Herod Herod by their proposals. The present pro- 
posals of Government are based on the principle of raising the value of the 
country’s currency by artificially attenuating it—the same principle on which 
was based the closing of the mints in 1893, and we suppose that their fate will 
be almost similar, namely, a disorganization of the commerce of the country, 
and no permanent improvement in exchange. Besides, contraction of currency 
has already produced a tightness in the money market, which threatens to 
paralyse trade. The danger will be still further enhanced by the Government 
of India’s proposals of melting down rupees and cooping up a less than equi-. 
valent amount in gold. And what, one may ask, about the sale of the melted 
silver? Are Government to continue the policy of alluring the ignorant poor 
to ruin themselves by going in ad infinitum for the sinking metal while the 
rupee is being more and more estranged from it? We should think that no 
attempt to introduce the gold standard can fail to be continuously ruinous to 
' the poor, which does not protect them from uncontrolled accumulation of silver, 
whether that silver comes from foreign countries or is thrown on the market by 
the Government itself. To usit seems that if Government undertake to pay 
in gold for rupees tendered, and make gold and silver coins exchanging at 
1s, 4d. legal tender, they will, with the mints closed, be able to introduce the 
gold standard without resorting to the pernicious procedure of melting rupees. 


2. Lord George Hamilton has appointed his Committee on currency 
reform and the Indian Government has published its 
latest despatch on the same subject. We may say 
at once that we are not satisfied with the composition 
of the former and are astonished at the proposals made in the latter to estab- 
lish fixity of exchange. Sir Henry Fowler’s selection as chairman is ominous. 
He should have been the last person selected for the post. The most competent 
person above all others would have been Lord Herschell, whose knowledge, 
after sitting on two commissions, has been unique, and whose trained habits 
of mind are so essentially necessary for sifting the conflicting mass of evidence 
which will be submitted. Other names too, save a few, do not imspire any 
confidence. And as to the latest nostrum propounded by the wise men ‘of 
Calcutta and Simla, the less we say the better. Evidently, poor India is to 
be made the victim of another currency revolution, with what consequences 
it is not easy to forecast. In our opinion the scheme is utterly impracticable. 
It is preposterous. It has already been condemned by mercantile India, and 
is destined to be condemned by the Fowler Committee. : 


Kaiser-e-Hind (115), * 8th 
May, Eng. cols, 


8. The proposals of the Government of India with regard to the final 
settlement of the currency question have at last seen 
Dnydn Prakash (3), %h the light of the day. The first step advocated in 
May, Eng. cols. 5 $s y : 
oe them is to obtain a reserve of actual gold coin by 
borrowing in England, a portion of which would be at once shipped to India 
and utilized in supplying the deficiency in balances caused by the sale 
of silver. The legislation of 1893 has already stopped the new coinage of 
silver, and the new proposal of Government to obtain a reserve of gold coin 
to supply the deficiency of silver will only make the situation worse for silver- 
‘possessing people. One effect that must follow this proposal would be that 
foreign gold will flow into this country. What way this in-flow of gold will 
influence the balance of Indian trade it is difficult to guess at present. ‘This 
much can be safely said that the introduction of British capital in India will 
“con 140—3 - | ; : | | 


only aggravate the evils of foreign exploitation. The Indian. Government 
are, no doubt, considerably taxing their brains for evolving something that. will 
enable them to pay their way without, at.the same time, doing any harm to the 


enormous interests of the British-capitalists in India. The one way to do this 
is to reduce the sterling obligations in the form of salaries, allowances, pensions, 
interests on loans, &c., toa minimum. This can be done by introducing 
on a larger scale the Native element in the higher grades of the public 
service and encouraging the indigenous trade of the. country. This seems to be 
the only way out of the difficulty. Itis a vain effort to be groping in the 
dark with the hope of catching something that will help you on, when the same 
Object can be accomplished with certainty in some other and easier way that is 
too near you to be lost sight of. 


4. In a further notice of Mr. Lee-Warner’s “ Citizen of India,’’ the 
Mahrdtia. observes :—The Indian people do not feel 
-Reyiew of Mr. Lee-Warner’s any disaffection for British rule, nay, on the con- 
book entitled “The Citizenof trary they like it. Butso far it has appealed only 
yg (7), 8th May. to their reason. Patriotism has its roots not in 
| reason, but in the instincts and affections. The Natives 
like British rule immensely; but they have not yet begun to feel any 
love for it. It is vain to try toconjure up love and patriotism for British 
rule, even in the most loyal heart, by pointing to such things as the railways 
and the telegraphs. The same may be said with regard to many other 
things which Mr. Lee-Warner mentions with the hope of making'the Indian 
reader feel patriotic about British rule in India. -We are now in a position in 
which we cannot think very highly of ourselves. We have no voice in the 
framing of the laws that govern us; we haveno representation on the body 
which spends money collected from us, the rayats, by taxation. The official and 
the racial pride of the authorities makes us feel that we are’ being governed 
by others. If we could feel proud of the railways, well, they are not ours. 
Foreigners own the capital, they are enriched by the intefest, and they ex- 
clusively manage them. This is true of most other big industries started in 
the land. In short; though we like the British Government very much, 
and admire it for its skilful organisations, still we have not yet been sufficiently 
interested in it on account of being kept out in scornful neglect. 


5. In a. contributed article the Indian Spectator writes :—Lovers of fair- 
: play and justice, as also those who are proud of 
3 Remarks on the correspon- Britain’s name, cannot read, we believe, without a 
lence alleged to have passed fackine'-of- hatmiiliati h 
between the elder Natu and Jteeling of humiliation the correspondence between 
‘the Bombay Government re- the elder Natu and the Bombay Government, which 
garding the former’s arrest the Champion has been able to publish. As we read 
ash igs oe pag ‘34, the letters the unfortunate Sardar penned from his 
ie es ot a as lodge in the Central Prison at Ahmedabad and the 
simple requests of which they are full, the conclusion 
seems irresistible that the man must be innocent, and that in this matter Gov- 
ernment have, from the very beginning, committed a great blunder, and that 
they are not finding it possible even to give it a seemly whitewash. The Natus 
are in jail for some kind of alleged conspiracy. It would seem that they were 
rather themselves the-victims of a conspiracy, which at least it were very interesting 
to unravel, so that pitfalls like these might in the future be avoided by those who 
ought not to err, and who cannot afford to err without great evil effects. The 
whole thing was done in haste, so much so, indeed, that the authorities forgot 
to study properly the old regulation they were proceeding under, and took no 
care to keep themselves within the limits of even that arbitrary legislation. 
To be sure, the seizure of even the moveables of the Natus, lodging them in 
common jails, and failing to adequately provide for their comforts and con- 
veniences, were so many breaches of the law, for some of which, we should 
believe, an action for damages may well lie in a Civil Court. Personal restraint 
_ does not surely involve treatment as a common jail bird, and “State prisoners ”’ 
we have never known as being treated in the way the Natus have been. Why, 
Damodar Chapekar received a much better treatment, whilst the pro- 
_ Pagators of sedition through the press had a still better fate, for they had a trial 
and'an opportunity to defend themselves. Even in British Indian history we 


oS dle 
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‘know not of a case of a man being made a State prisoner without it being quite 
apparent to the world that he was either a criminal ora man too dangerous 
politically to be at large. Nor were such little things as the Natus raised to the 
dignity of'** State’ prisoners,” not éven in the times of the mutiny. } 


6. The Champion has done no small service to. we gg of the a 
al aes nate Natu brothers by publishing the correspondence 
go (709), 8th May, that has passed Dati the elder Natu and the Bom- 
| | : bay Government. It is a pity that His Excellency 
Lord Sandhurst should compel the press to return to this unpleasant topic from 
time to time, by persisting in a policy so directly at variance with that he him- 
self declared in this city only a few weeks ago. His Excellency, therefore, is 
not morally entitled to complain of the criticism his attitude towards the Natu 
brothers is bound ‘to call forth. It is no defence even to plead that he is not 
responsible for the continued incarceration of the Natus. Besides, it may fairly 
be asked whois responsible for the treatment they have received since their arrest- 
treatment of which Sardar Balwantrao very properly complains. We have said it 
@ hundred times in these columns that if ourGovernors and Viceroys are simply to 
bow down implicitly to the advice and information they get, and not interpose 
their independent judgment between the bureaucracy and the people, the country 
might as well be governed by civilian and military officers without being sub- 
jected to tlie‘enormous financial burdens which the'present institution imposes 
upon a poor people. Lord Sandhurst is a Liberal, nay, a Radical, and we ‘put it‘to 
His Lordship if the principles of Liberalism lose all their value and charm oneée 
the shores'of Aden are left behind. This is the question that is being put in 
every educated home in India. The same question is being asked in uneducated 
- families in a more blunt form suited to their knowledge and understanding. 
Lord Sandhurst should, therefore, either liberate the Natus or resign his office 
and thus deliver His Lordship’s best well-wishers and friends, though unknown 
to him, from the necessity of dwelling upon such a disagreeable topic. To have 
to resign is, indeed, a painful contingency. We take it, however, that Lord 
Sandhurst will show himself equally strong as his distinguished predecessor Lord 
Reay under similar circumstances. ~ 


7. Elsewhere we print correspondence between the elder Natu and 

| Government. The eorrespondence speaks for itself. 

Mahrdtia (7), 8th May.. The Natus were arrested’ on the 28th of July. The 
elder brother was lodged in the Ahmedabad Jail on the 29th, The'very next day 
he wrote a long letter to Government, acquainting them with the facts in 
the story of his arrest, According’'to that story the conduct of our heroic Poona 
police was a pattern of courteousness and manliness. On the morning of thie 
arrest a large armed police party of great strength besieged the house of the 
Natus. The police strength was, as those who were eye-witnesses of the affair 
say, too much for the purpose, and the theatrical love of show and the desire 
of -terrorising only seemed uppermost. The Natus were arrested in their 
bed-chamber and were not, though in mourning, allowed to bathe or even 
todo the morning duties. The prisoners were not, however, to remain long 
in the charge of the Poona police, so their head, Mr. Kennedy, took the 
opportunity, before they were packed off in the train, to abuse them. We 
leave it to the readers to imagine what a humiliation a man of Sardar 
Bala Saheb’s position must have felt to be abused by a policeman, and it speaks 
really volumes in praise of the gallantry of our brave Police Superintendent 
that he indulged in foul language towards a high class lgentleman when he was 
overpowered by a whole gang of policemen and therefore could not possibly 
have retaliated. Oo | 
8. The Champion seems to be surpassing itself in championing the cause 

of Truth and Justice. It is determined to sift to the 

re lat (115), 8th - bottom all official statements publicly made hitherto 
fo: debe, 2 -™ §n connection with the imprisonment of the Sardars 
Natu. In its issue of last week it publishes in the form of a supplement eight 
ages of correspondence which has passed between Government and those un- 
iuckly detenues of the State. It forms very instructive and suggestive reading, 
-gising quite a legion of doubts as to the veracity of the anecdotes related ‘by the 
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only vate the evils. of foreign exploitation. The Indian Government 
sn es. ast considerably taxing their brains for evolving something that will 
enable them to pay their way without, at the same time, doing any harm to the 
enormous interests of the British-capitalists in India. The one way to do this 
is to reduce the sterling obligations in the form of salaries, allowances, pensions, 
interests on loans, &c., toa minimum. This can be done by introducing 
on a larger scale the Native element in the higher grades of the public 
Service and encouraging the indigenous trade of the.country. This seems to be 
the only way out of the difficulty. Itis a vain effort to be groping in the 
dark with the hope of catching something that will help you on, when the same 
object can be accomplished with certainty in some other and easier way that is 


too near you to be lost sight of. 


4. In a further notice of Mr. Lee-Warner’s “ Citizen of India,’’ the 
Mahrdtia. observes :—The Indian people do not feel 
-Reyiew of Mr. Lee-Warner’s any disaffection for British rule, nay, on the con- 


“9 entitled “The Citizenof trapy, they like it. Butso far it has appealed only 
“Wahrétta (7), 8th May. ‘0 their reason. Patriotism has its roots not in 


; reason, but inthe instincts and affections. The Natives 
like British rule immensely; but they have not yet begun to feel any 
love for it. It is vain to try toconjure up love and patriotism for British 
rule, even in the most loyal heart, by pointing to such things as the railways 
and the telegraphs. The same may be said with regard to many other 
things which Mr. Lee-Warner mentions with the hope of making'the Indian 
reader feel patriotic about British rule in India. -We are now ina position in 
which we cannot think very highly of ourselves. We have no voice in the 
framing of the laws that govern us; we haveno representation on the body 
which spends money collected from us, the rayats, by taxation. The official and 
the racial pride of the authorities makes us feel that we are’ being governed 
by others. If we could feel proud of the railways, well, they are not ours. 
Foreigners own the capital, they are enriched by the interest, and they ex- 
clusively manage them. This is true of most other big industries started in 
the land. In short; though we like the British Government very much, 
and admire it for its skilful organisations, still we have not yet been sufficiently 
Interested in if on account of being kept out in scornful neglect. 


5. Ina contributed article the Indian Spectator writes :—Lovers of fair- 
, : play and justice, as also those who are proud of 
, Remarks on the correspon. Byitain’s name, cannot read, we believe, without a 
ence alleged to have passed “epee as as és 
between the elder Natu and Jeeling of humiliation the correspondence between 
the Bombay Government re- the elder Natu and the Bombay Government, which 
garding the former's arrest the Champion has been able to publish. As we read 
oe ee hag} ‘g:, the letters the unfortunate Sardar penned from his 
PT i etl lodge in the Central Prison at Ahmedabad and the 
: _ simple requests of which they are full, the conclusion 
seems irresistible that the man must be innocent, and that in this matter Gov- 
ernment have, from the very beginning, committed a great blunder, and that 
they are not finding it possible even to give ita seemly whitewash. The Natus 
are in jail for some kind of alleged conspiracy. It would seem that they were 
rather themselves the victims of a conspiracy, which at least it were very interesting 
to unravel, so that pitfalls like these might in the future be avoided by those who 
ought not to err, and who cannot afford to err without great-evil effects. The 
whole thing was done in haste, so much so, indeed, that the authorities forgot 
to study properly the old regulation they were proceeding under, and took no 
care to keep themselves within the limits of even that arbitrary legislation. 
To be sure, the seizure of even the moveables of the Natus, lodging them in 
common jails, and failing to adequately provide for their comforts and con- 
veniences, were so many breaches of the law, for some of which, we should 
believe, an action for damages may well lie in a Civil Court. Personal restraint 
_ Goes not surely involve treatment. as.a common jail bird, and “State prisoners ”’ 
we have never known as being treated in the way the Natus have been. Why, 
even Damodar Chapekar received a much better treatment, whilst the pro- 
pagators of sedition through the press had & still better fate, for they had a trial 


“Opy ortunity - to defend themselves. Even in British Indian history we 
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‘know not of a case of a man being made a State prisoner without it being quite 
apparent to the world that he was either a criminal ora man too dangerous 
‘po area 4 to be at large. Nor were such little things as the Natus raised to tlie 
dignity of'** State’ prisoners,” not éven in the times of the mutiny. 
6. The Champion has done no small service to. the cause of the unfortu- 
Gujareti (109), 8th M nate Natu brothers by publishing the correspondence 
i ia *Y> that has passed between the elder Natu and the Bom- 
bay Government. It is a pity that His Excellency 
Lord Sandhurst should compel the press to return to this unpleasant topic from 
time to time, by persisting in a policy so directly at variance with that he him- 
self declared in this city only a few weeks ago. His Excellency, therefore, is 
not morally entitled to complain of the criticism his attitude towards the Natu 
brothers is bound ‘to call forth: -It is no defence even to plead that he is not 
responsible for the continued incarceration of the Natus. Besides, it may fairly 
be asked whois responsible for the treatment they have received since their arrest 
treatment of which Sardar Balwantrao very properly complains. We have said it 
a hundred times in these columns that if ourGovernors and Viceroys are simply to 
bow down implicitly to the advice and information they get, and not interpose 
their independent judgment between the bureaucracy and the people, the country 
might as well be governed by civilian and military officers without being sub- 
jected to tlie‘enormons financial burdens which the'present institution imposes 
upon'a poor people. Lord Sandhurst is a Liberal, nay, a Radical, ‘and we put it'to 
His Lordship if the principles of Liberalism lose all their value ‘and charm oneée 
the shores‘of Aden are left behind. This’is the question: that is being put in 
every educated home in India. The same question is being asked in uneducated 
- families in a more blunt form suited to their knowledge ‘and understanding. 
Lord Sandhurst should, therefore, either liberate the Natus or resign his office 
and thus deliver His Lordship’s best well-wishers aud friends, though unknown 
to him, from the necessity of dwelling upon such a disagreeable topic. To have 
to resign is, indeed, a painful contingency. We take it, however, that Lord 
Sandhurst will show himself equally strong as his distinguished predecessor Lord 
Reay under similar circumstances. 


7. Elsewhere we print correspondence between the elder Natu and 

| Government. The eorrespondence speaks for itself. 

Mahratia (7), 6th May.. The Natus were arrested’ on the 28th of July. The 
elder brother was lodged in the Ahmedabad Jail on the: 29th, The'very next day 
he wrote a long letter to Government, acquainting them with the facts in 
the story of his arrest. According to that story the conduct of our heroic Poona 
police wasa pattern of courteousness and manliness. On the morning of the 
arrest a large armed police party of great strength besieged the house of thie 
Natus. The police strength was, as those who were eye-witnesses of the affair 
say, too much for the purpose, and the theatrical love of show and the desire 
of -terrorising only seemed uppermost. The Natus were arrested in their 
bed-chamber and were not, though in mourning, allowed to bathe or even 
todo the morning duties. The prisoners were not, however, to remain long 
in the charge of the Poona police, so their head, Mr. Kennedy, took the 
opportunity, before they were packed off in the train, to abuse them. We 
leave it to the readers to imagine what a humiliation a man of Sardar 
Bala Saheb’s position must have felt to be abused by a policeman, and it speaks 
really volumes in praise of the gallantry of our brave Police Superintendent 
that he indulged in foul language towards a high class |gentleman when he was 
overpowered by a whole gang of policemen and therefore could not possibly 
have retaliated. WEEN Mah) ae : 5 
8. The Champion seems to be surpassing itself in championing the cause 
ee of Truth and Justice. It is determined to sift to the 

ye acre Hind (115), 8th hottom all official statements publicly tnade hitherto 
m Adbaia “jn connection with the imprisonment of the Sardars 
Natu. In its issue of last week it publishes in the form of 4 supplement eight 
ages of correspondence which has passed between Government and those un- 
iuckly detenues of the State. It forms very instructive and suggestive reading, 
-aising quite a legion of doubts as to the veracity of the anecdotes related ‘by the 
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-official story-teller who represents India in the House of Commons. . The entire 
correspondence, in our opinion, is an open challenge to the authorities respon- 
sible for the imprisonment of the two brothers. They must either justify their 
action or do justice to the Natus by releasing them, Further delay in this 
matter will be inexcusable. It would be .absurd to urge the plea of “ internal 
commotion’? when theré has been no such thing. The commotion simply 

‘existed in certain departments of the Secretariat, not in the country at large. 
‘It reigned supreme in certain superior cerebrums only. And the sooner, there- 

' “fore, the authorities retrace their wrong steps and render justice, the better for 
their prestige and reputation. They may not be conscious that every day 

‘they postpone taking action in the matter lowers their prestige for righteousness. 


9, A correspondent —o to the ht To Government—or rather 
: " | the person responsible for all this unnecessary trouble— 
_ Champion (2), 8th May. me have sans a mistake, though not ness but 
.there is no reason why there ought to be another ‘mistake made of continuing 
oneself in error when the fullfactsof a case have seen the light of the day. 
The Government have up to this moment been unable to show the least 
evidence of disloyalty on the part of these unfortunate gentlemen. There is 
no evidence against them, as Lord George Hamilton told the members of the 
House of Commons the other day. But let me ask, is it English to keep persons 
in prison because there is no evidence against them? If so, insert a section in 
the Indian Penal Code, “whoever against whom there is no evidence will be 
arrested, &c., &c.” If the Government are not going to do anything, is it too 
much to ask the people to hold meetings everywhere and declare unanimously 
that the whole country, as one individual, respectfully requests the Government . 
to reconsider the case of the Natus? | } | 


10. Government should give an opportunity to Bala Saheb Natu to 
ik tink ae ii establish before a judicial tribunal that he fell under 
ome FO tbe ), 11th Ma. the displeasure of Government through the incon- 
t . y- ° ‘. : 
ee, -.* @eivable mistake of some one else. He repeatedly 
makes this prayer in his different petitions to Government. If we consider © 
whether Government had sufficiently strong grounds for putting into force 
the old regulation of 1827 against the Natu brothers, we must-say that the 
occasion did not warrant the summary arrest of the two brothers. - There weré 
plague and famine riots at several places in the country, but in none of these was 
the regulation of 1827 resorted to. Assuming for the sake of argument that 
there was some fear of internal commotion in a part of Her Majesty’s dominions 
if the Natu brothers had not been put under restraint, we fail to see why Gov- 
ernment have not as yet thought of punishing the abettors of the Natu brothers. 
If the tranquillity of any part of Her Majesty’s kingdom had really been in 
danger on account of the Natus, hundreds of persons must necessarily be concern- 
ed in the plot, The Natus are not such wonderfully heroic personages of 
whom we readin the Hindu mythological books, that they can subvert the vast 
fabric of British rule with their own unaided efforts. In what jail, then, have 
their accomplices and associates been confined, and what punishment has 
Government inflicted upon them? Mr. Bala Saheb Natu challenges -Govern- 
ment to confront him with these. accomplices or to bring forward any oral. 
or documentary evidence showing his complicity in a seditious conspiracy. But 
Government simply take shelter behind stereotyped replies. What better testi- 
mony can there be of the innocence of the two brothers? It is surprising that the 
vague suspicions of Government against the Natus should not have taken a definite 
shape even after 8 or 10 months’ confinement of the two brothers, and that the 
authorities should put forth only evasive and inconsistent grounds in justifying 
the arrest of the Natus. [The Vdrtdnidhi of the 11th May expresses similar 
sentiments, | = ’ ze ame 


11. A telegram received from Belgaum states: “'Tatya Saheb Natu, who 

: 7 _. arrived here on Sunday, the 8th instant, was imme- 
g,/gmmenta on the release of diately released, and Bala Saheb Natu, who is expected 
‘Keseri (56), 10th May. -—»«- 0 arrive here on the 10th, will be similarly restored 
DIE mets or to liberty. Both the brothers are not permitted to go 


beyond. the bounds of the town, but they can live here with their families, 


{ 


al 


servants, &c.’’ The task of explaining the conditions on. which’ the two 
brothers. are. released appears to have been entrusted to Mr. Brewin, who is, con- 
siderably conversant with Poona affairs, By allowing Mr. Bala Saheb Natu to 
live. with his family, Government have, we may say, complied, though late in the 
day, with most of the demands made by Bala Saheb in his: yddi. We are also 
leased to find that Government have begun to give proper consideration to the 
,oona affairs, and we may now hope, not without grounds, that Bala Saheb Natu’s 
rer. request that he should be allowed’ to establish his. innocence by being 
ied in an open Court, would be granted. We further hope that the good beha- 
viour of the Natus at Belgaum will completely remove the suspicions of 
Government against them, and that His Excellency Lord Sandhurst will, of his 
own accord, declare their innocence. . 


1Z. The Natu brothers ~~ — = at large in Belgaum, on condition 
: ie that they should not go out of that place without 
Mar, Eng. ray eh, permission. They are allowed to live There in their 
usual way with all their family. But why con- 
fine them to Belgaum? Until a better reason is given, we cannot resist the 
inference that this concession is a coup d’ etat to take the sting out of Mrs. Natu’s 
petition to Parliament. Let us still thank the Government for the justice given, 
though ina tardy and half-hearted manner, Let us hope, we shall soon hear 
that they are made as free as they were before the fatal Jubilee day, and that 
ample reparation is made for the grievous wrong inflicted on those whom His 
Excellency must certainly. know to be as innocent and loyal subjects of Her 
Majesty as His Lordship himself is. Noone can deny that, so far as keeping up 
appearances goes, no pains have been spared. It was carefully announced that 
there was a brake behind the younger Natu’s carriage with armed police. ‘The 
farce is harmless, though childish, and we shall not quarrel with it. 


13. It isa good thing that the Natus have been set:at liberty within the 
iets tak we limits of Belgaum town. The storm of adverse criti- 
hs Se ee cism on the policy of the local Government will now 
abate somewhat. It will not, however, materially subside. The people are some- 
what amused at the action of the Government (in releasing the Natus). If the 
Sardars are guilty of any crime, it is improper to set them at liberty. If they 
are innocent, why confine them even within the limits of Belgaum? Really | 
the position of the Bombay Government in the Natu affair has’ become too 
embarrassing to enable it to perceive the force of the above reasoning, which 
even a child of four years can understand. The present partial release of the 
Natu brothers is not calculated to secure the object of Government, nor will it 
satisfy the public. Where then is the good of such a half-hearted measure ? 


14. The release of the Natu brothers, albeit on certain restrictive condi- © 
tions, must be looked upon as an act of mature con- 
sideration. The granting of perfect liberty all at 
| once to an innocent person kept in confinement for nine 
- months and a half would probably have produced a mischievous effect on his 
constitution. A gradual loosening of the bonds was, therefore, the only prudent 
course under the circumstances. It will produce a beneficial effect upon the 
health of the brothers. The political horizon has now begun to clear up, and if 
the present atmospheric conditions continue for some time, there is every 
likelihood of all the dark clouds rolling away. 


15. After all, the Natu brothers are returned to liberty. It is an event 
Bia that must gladden all. Their imprisonment has been 
a thal an ease ©: called a blunder, and is now accepted as such, It 
quest to Government to re- May be now hoped that Tilak, too, will be soon restored 
lease Tilak. to freedom, perhaps on the Queen’s Birthday. ‘lhe 
Deshabhakta (108), 12th hearts of millions will rejoice when that event shall 
May, Bugs com: have been accomplished. It is not a question of 
persons. We know nothing about the Natus ; we only know that they became the 
victims of a scare. ‘Tilak is a different sort of man: held in more honour now 
than when the Bombay Government allowed him to be called the Honourable 
Mr. Tilak. You can gag the press: you cannot gag the hearts of thousands, 
The British Government has certainly suffered more tian Mr. Tilak must have 
con 140—4 3 oe 


Native Opinion (17), 12th 
May. : 
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done in the prison, that is to'say, suffered vitally. . But let Mr. Tilak be joined 

to the Natus in freedom, and everything will be forgiven to the Government, — 
who, at any rate, deserve the credit of—shall we anticipate the future and say— 
acknowledging a wrong done. [Several other papers of the week express 


similar sentiments.} 


16. We are very glad to state that the Natu brothers, whom Government 

Ba Beka: “rey had arrested under an old regulation and kept in 
a ogyalnaaanpae as (7), oustody without trial and without informing them of 
rs the charges against them, have at length been released. 

The action of Government in releasing them- before Mrs. Natu’s petition is 
discussed in Parliament is very j ust and extremely satisfactory. We hope that 
Government will also show mercy to and release Mr. Tilak and withdraw the 

additional police from Poona. 


17. It is nearly seven months that Mr, Tilak has been in jail. But the 

seven months’ imprisonment has so heavily told on his 

Request to Government to boslth that it is feared he will not survive the re- 
release Tilak from jail on the ee ; “ ces : 

coming birthday of Her maining period of‘his sentence. Petitions for his re- 


Majesty the Queen. lease arc being made on behalf of the people of various 


Poona Vaibhav (79), 14th places to Government, and many more are likely to be 
at ; “yy an ayajs V9 made. Under these circumstances it would be an act of 

ae Ae grace on the part of Government to restore Mr. Tilak 
to liberty on the forthcoming Queen’s Birthday, when honours and decorations 
will be conferred on many a loyal subject of Her Majesty. If Government 
were to take advantage of this auspicious occasion to set Mr. Tilak free, the 
hearts of millions of the Queen’s subjects will rejoice immensely, [The Shri 
Saydjt Vijay expresses similar sentiments about the release of Mr. Tilak and 


~ 


other editors in jail.] ay 


18, There has been of late a strong rumour of Mr. Tilak’s speedy release ; 
: which, however, does not seem to have any foundation. 
Rumour about Tilak’s ‘T"he Government, having recovered their balance of 
speedy release and remarks mind, as shown by the release of Tatya Saheb Natu, 
in connection with it. ; ‘ A 
Indu Prakash (15), 9th ™ay be disposed to let Mr. Tilak off, if that can be. 
May, Eng. cols. done without any serious damage to their prestige, 
of which they have latterly shown themselves so very 
sensitive. That means an apology, or something like it, from Mr. Tilak, which, we 
know, he is not likely to give, at least in the form in which it would be accept- 
able to the Government. So there are difficulties in the way. But, of course, 
if the Government wishes, he might be let off, and if they carry out their wish 
the whole Indian community will thank them. Mr. Tilak’s release will go a 
great way to make us forget the unpleasant memories of the past which have 
created such undesirable estrangement between the rulers and the ruled. 
Already, Prof. Max Muller and other independent men have intervened, and, 
we hear, petitions are pouring in from different places begging for Mr, Tilak’s 
release. There should, therefore, be no difficulty in releasing him, and that too 
with good grace. - 


-19. The idea of holding a Plague Congress in India next cold scason is 

a good one. There can ‘be no doubt as to the useful 

_Remarks in connection result of a free exchange of opinion between the 

wee ie e — medical men who have been in the thick of the plague 
* Indian Speetator (4), 8th fight for the last eighteen months, and the scientific 
May. . experts who visited this country in connection with 
the same during the period. .That Government will 

“be favourably inclined towards the proposal may reasonably be anticipated. 
But while we are glad to welcome the suggestion, and prepared to anticipate 
good results therefrom, we must not forget that there is one aspect of the 
matter which might possibly frustrate the larger aims of the promoters of the 
Congress and more or less stultify their efforts as far as practical results are 
concerned. It is to be admitted that, without the countenance of Govern- 
nent, such a Congress will be’ considered only asa local gathering. Against 


: this there ‘is the other danger to be guarded against, namely, the deliberations 


a *: 


of the Congress being shared by the opinion of the official experts who. 
may represent Government. Blind theories, backed up by 4 sense of official 
infallibility, would prove as futile in producing good results as the efforts of 
independent She garipnts to impress upon the assembly their individual 
crotchets, based on equally intangible surmises. If there are no chances of an 
independent scientific onquiry, and, above all, if that enquiry is not to be 


oe in the interests of science and humanity, it would be desirable to 
wait. 


20. The plague riots that occurred in the different parts of India go to 
; | prove the human character of these disturbances. 
An enquiry into the causes We mean, these disturbances were due to the broad 


of the plague riots in different . oy opens ee 
claves ‘in Thdia deaired, common attributes and susceptibilities of the Indian 


Mahvatta (7), 8th May. people as human beings, and not to the operation of 
| _ special causes of abetment or instigation by any 
sedition-mongers, as is sometimes alleged by the authorities. At Sinnar, for 
instance, there was no political demagogue to agitate or no newspaper to inflame 
public discontent, and yet the people there rioted. Bombay was directly under 
the eye of the authorities, There the educated people not only did not stir up 
the people, but, on the contrary, had made strenuous exertions, in spite of the 
discouragement of the Plague Committee, to carry out the plague measures — 
peacefully, and yet the displeasure and wrath of the populace did demon- 
strate itself so terribly as to teach the authorities ‘a lesson, which when 
inculcated by peaceful wisdom they would not listen to. The recent riot 
at Garshankar in the Panjab does, if anything, only confirm the moral which — 
is to be drawn from the above examples. We wish that an enquiry may be 
made into the several riots ; for, it will then, we think, be conclusively proved 
that so much loss of life is alldue to the fatal whims of individual officers, 
who have pushed their pursuit of a false principle to foolish extremes. 


21. The plague measures notified for Calcutta are materially different 
Plague policy of the Bengal from those adop ted in the Bombay P residency ° The 
Government contrasted with principal concessions made to the Calcutta people give 
that of the Bombay Govern- everything that reason could demand, and therefore 
ment, it can be easily imagined how the Calcutta people 
Mahratia (7), 8th May, = Went in ecstacies over the plague policy of the Bengal 
Government as soon as the concessions were notified. It is impossible to shut 
- one’s eyes to the contrast which the conciliatory spirit of the Bengal Govern- 
‘ment irresistibly offers with that of the Bombay Government, who thought 
themselves infallible and omniscient. It is true that the Bengal Government 
have the benefit of the remarkable experience which must have helped them 
to model their plans and policy, but it was in the power of even makers 
of that experience to be more considerate and sympathetic if they had liked. 
Tt must be noted that an earnest but unsuccessful agitation by the press and 
the people was carried on in this presidency for the adoption by Government of 
almost the identical plague policy which is now on its trial in Bengal; and we 
sincerely hope that the policy would by its complete success in Bengal lend 
confirmation to the conclusions which have been arrived at in this presidency. 


22.. The plague has entailed an immense loss of life upon Bombay, no 

| oe doubt, but the terrible loss caused to the municipal 
Abolition of sey sear exchequer by the superfluous Plague Committee is 
"6 me hi (46), 7 th May. quite irreparable. If the indifference shown by Gov- 
Pats ernment in spending money extravagantly upon plague 
measures has benefited any one, it is, we confidently assert, the English nurses 
and doctors. What: benefit has the city reaped from this lavish outlay? If 
the loss of lives had been avoided, we would have willingly sung the praises of 
Government. But we are sorry to say that Government have not done a single 
thing for which they deserve praise. Ifthe work of suppressing the plague 
had been left to the municipality, there would have been no occasion for us 
to express regret as above, there would have been no riots, and the municipal 
treasury would not bave been emptied. Now that the plague is on the decline, 
wasit not the duty of Government to awake to thesituation? Properly speaking 


there is no necessity of the Plague Committee now. But it is being’ kept on 


14 


and expenditure: is being extravagantly incurred. Very recently the Plague 
Committee made.a requisition aus Corporation for a sum of two lakhs and a 
half; We donot know when the greed of the Plague Committee will be 


ap . The sooner the Committee winds up its shop, the. better would it be 
for all parties concerned; but everything depends on the Government being 
inclined to take this view of the matter. | 


28, The plague is spreading in Karachi and there is every reason to fear 
that its roll of victims will be far in excess of what it 
Alleged failure of the was last year. The measures by means of which we 
ee peter e tem nq Lave tried up till now to check the advance of the © 
ee the ac Fas wa eardcht. plague have not been attended with anything in the 
Karachi Chronicle (5), 8th way of success. Segregation is, no doubt, a measure 
May. | of which common sense thoroughly approves, but it has 
-' not been found practicable to successfully enforce 
it in an Eastern city. People make a dead set against it, and in order to avoid it, 
as also to prevent the removal of the patients to hospitals, they make a point of 
concealing every plague case that occurs in their family or that comes under > 
their notice. This is, no doubt, very much to be regretted, but we must take 
facts as they are and refrain from hugging delusions to our bosom. - As long 
as cases are concealed, neither the vigilance of the search parties nor the anxiety 
of the caste leaders will be able to successfully trace every case of plague 
and enforce segregation of the contacts and the removal of the patient to 
hospital. Speaking of the caste leaders, we have our doubts as to whether they 
are really desirous of unearthing every plague case that may occur in their 
community and of bearing the odium and ignominy: of being looked down upon 
as sneaks and tale-bearers by their own people. Indeed, if we mistake not, the 
caste leaders are in thorough sympathy with the prejudice which their com- 
munity entertains against segregation, and they would give worlds to see an 
end put to the system in Kardéchi. Be that, however, as it may, it is a thousand 
pities that the efforts of the authorities to get the plague under control should 
be so fuliy doomed to failure. Segregation, we say, is the principal cause of 
that failure. It may be good enough in the West where civilisation and science 
have made a very great advance and taught the people to take a practical view: of 
all things. But among an oriental people, steeped to the lips in social conserva- 
tism and priding themselves on quite a number of ancient and time-honoured 
institutions, segregation is nothing more than a delusion anda snare. The joint 
family system binds the members of a family together as if with fetters of steel, 
and they prefer to live and die together. Every Hindu prefers to die in the 
bosom of his family, surrounded by his relations, and so does every Muham- 
madan. The treatment in hospital may cure the body, but it. totally fails to 
minister to a diseased mind. ‘And when you part a patient from his friends and 
relations and turn a deaf ear to the protests of both, you place the unfortunate 
fellow ina frame of mind which can be better imagined than described and 
which can in no way contribute to his recovery. It is therefore that we ask - 
the authorities to grant home segregation. If the present heavy mortality is to 
be checked, we must do away with the system of trying to force down the 
throats of people a measure which they dislike -= # — . 


24. ‘It is a mistake to remove patients to hospitals against their wishes. 
Paes The treatment accorded them in the hospital may be all 
haniz (8), 7th May. = that, can be desired. But when they go there with the 
‘preconceived notion that those dearest and nearest to them were totally gone out 

- of their lives and that all that was left to them was to prepare themselves for 
death, are they likely to survive the mental shock, the sinking of the heart caused. 
by the feeling of despondency and loneliness ? The wrench at one’s heart’s strings 
caused by separation from one’s kith and kin is never so keenly and severely 
felt as in the hour of illness and grief. Faith is a better curative than any 
blessed medicine in the world, and the cherished convictions of the people need 
not in all cases be ruthlessly handled. And as regards segregation, if a large 
soncensus of medical opinion can be trusted, it is nothing short of a stupendous 
alusion, Drs, Blaney, Weir and Cook areall of them men of eminence, and 


. a 


, ‘their 3 iews on the subject are entitled to the highest. respect: from all. They say 


~. as 


15 


‘that segregation does no good, and while we do not object to exemption from 
segregation being made contingent to submission to inoculation, we think it is 


time that this played-out anomaly was given up. 


© P , 


25. The authorities do not seem to know anything of tH® trend of public 


inion in Kardéchi. The people are afraid to tell the 
ole truth, partly from fear of appearing unenlight- 
ed in their eyes, and partly from fear of wounding 
their amour propre. But the fact of the same people 


exe | ey Oe 

Plague operations in Karé- w 
chi and public opinion about en 
them. | eT; 

Pheniz (8); 7th May. 


indicative of the abhorrence with which they regard the present plague policy 
of the authorities. Every Hindu, whether educated or uneducated, considers 
it as a gross and unpardonable insult to be compelled to allow the myrmidons of 
the law to invade the privacy of his zenana, and tear-from his loving arms his 
wife or any other female relation who may be suspected of suffering from the 
plague, and remove her to hospital. And there breathes not a single Hindu 
who would not consider it an act of barbarous cruelty to be compelled to part 
with his sick and ailing children and see them removed from the paternal 
house to be taken care of by strangers. We make a simple statement of facts, 
and if the authorities would just give them a moment’s attention, they would 
understand why people are chary of giving information about plague cases. 


26. Some of the deputations which the officials invite to wait upon them 

. in connection with the plague measures, and which 

Remarks on the interview are got up after a lot of trouble and travail, end in 
pier ow he a 2 wera Pr @ manner which is calculated to put one in mind of 
wht. the mountain in labour and the ridiculous mouse. 
Phenix (8), 7th May. Mr. James has now been in our midst for some 

| : time. Being of an ardent disposition he thought 
he would show his hand in the execution of the measures that have been in- 
augurated with a view to checking the progress of the plague. No sooner was 
this laudable resolution formed than word was sent round to some of the 
leading men of the city, saying that their presence was required at the Govern- 
ment House in connection with the plague measures. They one and all re- 
sponded to the invitation and at the appointed hour the Commissioner’s place 
was besieged by a motley crew of cach possible shade and each possible hue. 
General Cooke with his Committee was there, so were all the Plague Superin- 
tendents and doctors; and the leading men of the city brought up the rear. 
-Mr. James was for some time closeted with Mr. Giles and then with General 
Cooke. And here, in justice to Mr. James, we must say that he seemed to 


deeply sympathise with the people in the hour of their sorest trial. Not that- 


this was anything out of the common, for any man who has got his heart in its 


right place cannot but feel for the ineffable woe which the plague has brought 


on the people. But from the ruler of the province such sympathy comes with 
particular good grace, and the fact that he has part and lot in their sufferings 
cannot but be regarded by the people as the silver lining of the dark cloud 
hanging over their heads. But this is by the way. Mr. James next sent 
for his other guests and rated them soundly for what he was pleased to call 
their want of co-operation with the Plague Committee. They, of course, 
stood the racket gladly enough, but they considered it rather hard lines that 
they should be held as in duty bound to co-operate when their co-operation 
was neither sought nor invited, and when the chances were that by offering 
such co-operation without being asked for it, they would be running the risk 
of being set down for fussy busybodies. This was pointed out to the Com- 
missioner and it seemed to ‘considerably put out Mr. Giles, who persisted in 
declaring that such co-operation had been sought, but could not be obtained. 
He was, however, reminded by a member of the deputation that he had 
undertaken to send’ an intimation to leading men, informing them as to 
when their services would be required and how they were to be utilized. Here 
it. was explained to the deputation that such intimation could not be sent in 


due time owing to an oversight, and besides it was not deemed safe to send such 
an intimation ata time when acordon was about to be drawn around some - 
infected quarter of the city, as the secret might leak out and put the people — 
on their guard. This referred to the presence of some leading men when house 
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to house: search: was being conducted: Well, if such be the: confidence: which 


the authorities:repose in the honour and integrity of ag light and sen od 
ring. time | information 
, whe 


does not lie in their mouth to ask: the latter for help: a 
James talked of the brutality of the people in not giving \f 
of plague cases and espoving the patients to hospitals, v alone they 
would have a chance of life.. But it is because people think just the contrary, 
and because they: cannot think of parting from one of their own. kith and kin 
when he is laid low by a fell disease and make him. over to the care of strangers, 
itis beeause they think that the patient.has a much better chance of recovery 
if nursed and tended by his loving relations, that they conceal. cases... This is, no: 
doubt, very foolish on their part, and it. may be responsible: for the heavy bill of 
mortality which is daily presented to us; buf it. cannot be called brutal. Mr.- 
James taunted the leading men who were his guests with an insinuation tothe 
effect that they. wanted to shift the whole odium attaching to the ferreting out 
of cases and carrying out similar measures to the shoulders of the Plague Com. 
mittee. The very fact that the leading men are willing to accompany the 
search parties is a sufficient refutation of the insinuation and: shows that they 
are prepared to take their shareoftheodium:. There was next a lot of desultory 
talk, after which it was settled that leading Indian gentlemen should be 
associated. with the work of the Plague Committee. An impression was abroad. 
that Mr. James wanted to appoint Indian gentlemen as volunteer Plague 
Superintendents and take their advice on the feasibility of opening a zenana 
Plague Hospital at the Madressah College. But whatever might have been 
the intention of Mr. James, a few minutes’ conversation with Mr. Giles and 
General Cooke seemed to have brought a change over the spirit of his dreams. 
And so the interview endéd in smoke. : 


7 


ee 


27. A contemporary writes :—‘ Does not the Government know as well as 
7 we do that a police cordon can be of no value asa 
Alleged corruption of medi- protective measure, when any one, perhaps even suffer- 
cal officers and others on ing from plague, may slip through the cordon by 
plague duty at Karachi‘ and : . ‘mB : 
other places, using & little silver charm? Was there an incorrupt- 
Pheniz (8), 11th May. ible high: police officer standing behind every. police 
! constable to wateh. whether the cordon was fast or 
flexible? Who was there to prevent a medical subordinate from exempting 
an infected household from segregation for a consideration? The same stories 
come to us from everywhere, not only in the Panjab but from Karachi 
and other places. Nowhere have the orders of Government been carried 
out with integrity and strictness. All inferior persons—and they have to do 
most of the work—have tried to enrich themselves either by oppressing the 
people or by deliberately neglecting the duties assigned to them.” It is not 
fair to say all, but some undoubtedly have done so. We know of an individual 
who helped himself to a pretty nest-egg during the late outbreak and has 
opened an account ata banker’s and bought a palatial mansion. There are 
many of the same kidney who are parasites trading on the misfortune of their 
kind. When you give large powers to little men you create monstrosities, from 
whom no good. can ever come, You have only to grease their palms to their 
‘satisfaction and you may stow away an entire army of plague patients:in your 
house without anybody being the wiser for it. We were told the other day by. 
«very respectable citizen of Karachi that he had paid certain fees to a medical 
‘an employed under the Plague Committee: We asked him to put the thing 
down in black and white over his signature, but that was exactly what he was 
not prepared to do. He shilly-shallied for some time and told us a few days later 
that he did not care to make any fuss about the matter, as the Commissioner in. 
Sind; the Collector and everybody else knew well enough. what game the man 
was up to. . Now wecannot believe that if the fellow’s roguery be an open secret, 
Aay respectable officer would wink or connive at it. Weremember to have 
— about this blackmailing business to Mr, Giles. We told him that 
though we were prepared to give the authorities every credit for the honesty of 
their motives and the purity of their intentions, we did not think that they did 
- keep: a sharp watch enough on the doings. of their subordinates. Mr. Giles 
demurred to our assertion and contended that.a sharp look-out was kept. Such 
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ing the case we expressed ourselves as. somewhat surprised at none of the 


7 ce tas 


ers having been brought to book. They aro nothing’ in the nature of 
avis—they are by tio means as rarc'as the black swan. You have only 
istle for‘them, and they will'loom'im sight'as large as life. A little more 
atchifulness'and ‘vigilance’ on the ‘part of the higher officials, and these pests 
of society may be exterminated in less than ‘no time, They are a nuisance worse 
than the’ plague itself and ought'to be' given no quarter. 


28: We heard the other day a doctor complain that the system: of remov- 
. .. ing: patients to hospitals. in doolies is in itself'a pro-. 
which “alages peng fhe ae heigl 4 oy In the first a Ne rita 
P shaking which makes every bone in their ache 
nore d oe which, on the face -of it, is bound to niilitate 
” Phenix (8), Tth May. against the prospect of their recovery. Dr. Cook, 
: Health Officer of Calcutta, has denounced the doolie 
scandal, and it is nothing short of a wender that it should still continue to exist 
in our midst. But the shaking is by no means the only sin which the dooliée 
has to answer for. Suppose after use has been made of a particular doolie in 
removing to the hospital a patient in an advanced stage of the plague, you 
bring the same doolée into requisition in conveying to the same place a suspect 
who may not have got the plague after all. Is he not likely to catch his death 
in the dvolie ? And if he does, is not his death to be laid at the door of the 
doolie? The whole thing is a gigantic scandal, and the sooner we make short 
work of it, the better for our reputation for humanify and ordinary wisdom. 
Hither the plague is infectious or it is- not. All our precautionary meagures 
have been shaped and adopted on the assumption that it is infectious. Let us 
not, therefore, be wanting in consistency, which, like fair-play, isa jewel. A’ 
_doolve which has carried a plague patient will be infected to a certainty, and 
when you allow the same doolie to. be the means of conveyance for a suspect, 
who may not, after all, be suffering from the plague, you are guilty of exposing 
him to the risk of catching the contagion: We have been warned against 
charging the authorities with cruelty, and though we are willing to believe that 
under cold exteriors they wear very warm hearts, we yet fail to pereeive the 
humanity of a system which is open to objections like those set forth above. 
Will the blessed doolée be now made a bon-fire of ? 


29, If it be necessary in the interests of sanitation “that. a plague case 
should be speedily removed to hospital, is it not far 
- Rule about obtaining death more necessary that aman dying: of plague should | be 


certificates at Karachi and the : ©. a | ° 
alleged delay caused in the at once removed to the burning ghaut or burial 


disposal of dead bodies. ground ? But oftener than not, men dying of plague 
Phoniz (8), 7th May. are allowed to lie in state for. hours together, and the 


contacts go about at their own free will without any 
let or hindrance: And all this because the services of a doctor are not to be 
had either for love or money, and people have to wait the convenience of the 
Plague Doctor who is always iaaaul elsewhere.: It is the custom of both 
Hindus and Muhammadans to perform the last offices to their dead soon after they 
have breathed their last. All religious considerations apart, though religious 
considerations ought certainly to form a factor in the settlement of such ticklish 
and delicate questions, are not the letting alone of the corpse for hours and 
hours and the unhampered going about of the inmates of the house in which the 
eorpse remains, highly calculated to spread the infection, if not to poison the 
whole neighbourhood? Either the system of examining corpses must be 
abolished, or the bodies must be disposed of soon after death. The: authorities 
have intimated their desire to have recourse to the first alternative if people 
--would’agree to every case of death being taken as due to plague. With the 
terrors of segregation and quarantine haunting their imagination, it would be 
seareely reasonable to expect pedple to acquiesce in the arrangement. So what 


we should do is to appoint some more doctors, and enjoin them. strictly 


to go at once to any house where owing to the occurrence of a death them: 
services may be specially required. The preseat number‘of doctors is in- 
sufficient and it is indispensably necessary that some more’ doctors: should. ibe 
provided, Paxil & le A OARS 2 on 
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Request to givo inoculated 
persons at Karachi the same 
concessions that are given at 
Bombay and Calcutta. — 


toitreadily, 


a Request to publish for 
| general information the orders 

| issued to Superintendents by 

| the Plague Committee at 
) Karéehi. :. . - : 
Pheniz (8), 11th May. 


tell--a lot of things to th 


general information. 


aetna 


| Complaint about the alleged 
a over-stringency of quarantine 
restrictions at A’nand and 
Surat against Baroda pas- 
sengers. 

Deshabhakta . (108), 12th 
May, Eng. cols. 


Suggestions to the plague 
authorities at Poona. - 


May; Sudhérak (21), 9th 
May; Vartanidhi (96), 11th 
— Ce 


82, Though plague 


Dnyan Prakésh (42), 12th - 


18 


80. In Karachi, though inoculation .has been offered to the people, it has 
been hedged round by restrictions which are not at 
all likely:to make it acceptable. Inoculated people © 
are not to be allowed to move about freely and tl 


hy 
t] Se a 
° ay Ny 


will not be fe from segregation in health camps. 


Phenix (8), 7th May. . We donot at a 


nderstand . why the example of. 
: Bombay and Calcutta should not be followed by 
P| Karéchi. The authoritics themselves seem to have but little confidence in the 
ae virtue of inoculation, and it is unreasonable to expect that the people would take 

31. A correspondent writes :—Before people left the infected quarters it 
was notified by tom-tom by the authorities that if any 


person removed to Trans-Lyari it would not be neces- 


sary for him to obtain a 


ment,. As Superintendents and their assistant officials 


e people in their camps which are more or less in direct 
contravention of the rules of the Plague Committee, it is very desirable that all. 


the instrutions issued to Superintendents from time to time be published for 


‘has wholly died out in Baroda, and not a single case 
of the epidemic has been reported for more than a 
fortnight, the quarantine at A’nand, which is the 


great. stumbling-block in egress northward, is not yet 
suspended as regards Baroda passengers. They are 
still detained for some hours there, while Surat can 
brook no modification of its quarantine regulations. 
If there is any meaning in quarantine and any 


gratuitous telegraphic agency. 


rationality in its regulations, such procedure is very unfair. It is this over-. 
tightening of the bow which causes misapprehensions in the minds of the people 
and affords them grounds for adversely criticising the measures of the Govern. 
ment. The longest duration of the present quarantine at any place is ten days; 

consequently if there is not a single case of plague in any place for ten days, 
the fact should be forthwith noted by the authorities, and there should at least 

be atemporary cessation of quarantine as regards passengers coming from that — 
place, If, however, a case of plague is subsequently reported in the place, the 


quarantine restrictions may at once be re-imposed by slightly utilising the 
Such a course would mean principle and 
undoubtedly show business-like attitude on the part of Government. ‘We there-. 
fore strongly protest that the British Government should abolish its quarantine 
restrictions at-all places against Baroda passengers, | 


88, Happily there is now no plague in Poona, thanks mainly to’ the 


untiring efforts of Colonel Creagh, Surgeon-Major 
Reade and the Native volunteers. Similarly there is 


at present no plague in the towns of Sdtéra, Sholdpur, 


Nagar, 


affected, but even there the disease is rapidly declining. 


Dhond, Manmad, &c. 


Bombay is still 


Is it not then advisable to relax the severity of the pre- 


a? eo 


cautionary measures adopted at Poona? For example, why continue any longer 
to subject arrivals from Sdtara, Sholapur, Nagar and such other uninfected 
towns to the disinfecting bath at the Poona Railway Station? If there is no 
_plague in the places the passengers come from, it is best that they should be 
allowed to enter the city of Poona after simple medical examination and without 
being asked to take the disinfecting bath. Arrivals from Bombay may for the 

ent be made to undergo the process of disinfection, but those who come from 
the intermediate stations between Poona and Bombay should be exempted 
from: disinfection, provided they bring passes from the proper authorities. . The 
public health of Poona will not suffer in any way if these concessions are 


pass ; but since then this rule . 
seems to have been altered, though the alteration has. 
_not been notified, with the result that the people are 
subjected toa deal of inconvenience and embarrass-. 


Venere. fy. Wier 


made. Another inconvenience suffered by persons coming into Poona is that 
those who bring passes with them are x! allowed to enter the city unless 
they are able to give the security of some Native volunteer on the railway 

station, Many persons, not happening to know the volunteers on duty at the 

railway station, are unable to obtain the needed security, and the only alter- 

native for them is to be taken to the quarantine camp for ten days or to produce 

security from some yolunteer residing in the city, If security is thus to be 

insisted sted on in every case, we ask of what earthly use are the passes which the 
passengers bring with them? We think that such persons shou! d be allowed to 

enter the city without any further ado. We trust that our recommenda- 
tions will be duly considered by the proper authorities and that the difficulties 

at present experienced by in-comers into .the city will be removed. [The 

connor A ‘i the 9th and the Varidnidht (96) of the 11th May express similar 

sentiments. , 


84. We complained in these columns some time ago that a corpse was 
| detained at Hubli for an unduly long time before the 
Alleged undue detention of last rites could be performed over it. Our comments 
a corpse at Hann (tra), 10%y, attracted the attention of the District Magistrate and 
M ia ie? ' led to a long correspondence on the subject between 
him and ourselves. We have not yet heard how the 
matter has been finally disposed of by the Collector. Another case of similar 
prolonged detention of a corpse has oecurred at Hubli and we hear that a report 
has been submitted in the matter by the President of the Plague Committee to 
the higher authorities. We beg to invite the attention of the District Magistrate 
to the matter. 


- 85. The houses of those who have temporarily left Sholépur or are residing 
: out of the city were recently opened and whitewashed 

-Adleged recklessness onthe during their absence. Many complaints are heard 
part of the sanitary parties about articles being found missing just about the 
ot ninekarw (68), 8th May. time of the limewashing operations. It is difficult 
. "to lay confidently the responsibility of these thefts on 

the men composing the whitewashing parties, but we can say so much that they 
must have acted very carelessly and even recklessly in doing the work they 
were asked to do. Many are the complaints about boxes, cupboards, &c., being 
broken open and their contents loosely thrown about, from whence they - 
subsequently disappeared. It is difficult to see why it was found necessary to 
break open boxes and cupboards in limewashing houses. Did the authorities 
suspect that plague cases might be found concealed within them? We have not 
heard of any plague case being found concealed in boxes. We request Govern- 
ment that in future visitations of plague, they should take steps to prevent the 
reckless handling of people’s goods. : 


86. As there was no case of plague during the past two or three months 
| at Kamati Khurd, a village in the Shola4pur Taluka, 
Plague operations at Ka- the villagers, who had gone to reside outside the 
mati Khurd eltper)- g, Village, applied to the authorities for permission to 
i, andhart Mitra (77), return to their homes. ‘The permission applied for 
ss being refused, the people, who were disgusted with 
camp life, went to reside in the village of their own accord. The authorities are 
now again driving them out of the village. It is proper that the authorities should 
show favour and leniency to the villagers, because if they returned to the village 
without permission, they did so owing to the oppressive heat in the camps. 


37. The Dinmani says that the officers who are entrusted with the work 
of issuing passes to persons going out of Broach on 
- Request to the Collector of urgent business have their other legitimate duties to 
Bea Se ae special perform and that, consequently, they = atord to 
On tet (Aa attend to the work of issuing passes only at thejr con- 
“er Gek DREN " _ venience during office hears” This, saad the 
paper, means oftentimes delay and inconvenience to business-men who are 
anxious to secure the passes and leave Broach by a particular train, and it 
would be therefore highly convenient if the Collector were to appoint a special 
officer whose sole business would be to issue passes. = 


con 140—6 


38. As an offshoot of the alleged sedition scare in the Deccan, and es pe-. 
: -. gially. in Poona, a Committee of official and non- 
A . official members has been lately established in Poona 
mittee for Poona anda sug- to watch the writings in the Native press. We have 
e"Dayén Prakdsh (3), 9th 00 definite information as regards its constitution or 
May, Eng. cols, the nature of the work the Committee is expected to 
Ons do, but it appears that its function will chiefly be 
to scrutinize the writings of the Vernacular and the Anglo-vernacular press 
and to send a weekly report to Government. The functions of the Reporter 
on the Native Press thus seem to be decentralized. The idea is excellent, and, 
if properly carried out, might resultin much good. The gentlemen entrusted 
with the responsible work will, no doubt, do their best fo be fair in their 
attitude towards the press and show themselves worthy of the confidence 
laced in them. We have, however, one suggestion to submit to Government 
in connection with this subject, and it is this, that copies of the weekly report 
of the Press Committee should be supplied to the several newspapers, so that the 
conductors of those papers might know their own defects and try to remove 
them as far as possible. It may also serve the public in another way. The 
members of the Committee should be asked to note down in their report not 
only the press criticisms against Government, but also the grievances of the 
people ventilated in newspaper columns. There is nothing impracticable in 
these suggestions, which, if adopted, are calculated to do infinite good to the 
people. We accord a hearty welcome to the Committee. 


Appointment of a Press Com- 


89, The passing of the (new) law of sedition and the appointment of 


ae Press Committees under it show plainly that Gov- 
Peter Ay Press ernment thoroughly suspect (the loyalty of) the Native 
Vérténidhi (96), 11th May. Cditors. But since we and our local contemporaries 
~ are free even from the smallest taint of sedition, 
we are not in the least afraid of the Press Committee appointed to scrutinise 
our writings. On the contrary, we welcome the action of Government in the 
matter. We hope the Committee will enable us to perceive our defects, 
which we shall try to remedy. Though we and our contemporaries are in . 
the habit of ventilating popular grievances through our columns, it is but 
rarely that we find Government thinking of redressing them. The public 
have consequently lost all faith in newspapers. The appointment of the 
Press Committee will revive this faith, as it will be the duty of the Com- 
mittee to draw the attention of Government to the grievances ventilated in the 
columns of newspapers. We therefore welcome the Press Committee. 


40. In criticising the composition of the Poona Press Committee the 

| Alhbér-e-Soddgar raises an objection to the Police 

10 ag ial arg (124), Inspector having a place on it, on the ground that his 

y ; Deshi Mitra (134), ; 

12th May. presence on the Committee would lead to unpleasant 

complications. ‘The paper requests Government to take 

the public into their confidence as regards the real object of appointing the 

Committee, and says that if the Committee is simply to do the work which the 

Reporter on the Native Press has been doing quietly, it sees no objection to the 

appointment of the Committee. (The Deshi Mitra remarks.that the appoint- 

ment of the Committee in addition to the Reporter on the Native Press is likely 
to cause misunderstanding some day.| — 3 | : 


41. The editor of the Gurakhi newspaper, in giving an account of an 

pee interview he had with Mr. Vincent, Police Commis- 

_. Interview between the sioner of Bombay, in connection with the editor’s 

Caper c-agereribes Police; Bom- comments on the conduct of a cemetery clerk at Sona- 
y, and the editor of. the : : ae 928 : 

Gurdkhi. | pur contained in an issue of the Gurdkhi of April, 

Gurikhi (46), 13th May. says that Mr. Vincent corrected the account as given 

Ep in the Gurakhi only in one particular by explaining 

that the clerk objected to the cremation cf the corpse on the ground that the 
Coroner’s certificate was not produced. The paper highly praises the courtesy 
shown by Mr, Vincent on the occasion. _—s- | 
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42, . From newspapers as well as private letters received during the week, 
| it appears that the number of Shivaji celebrations. 
Shivaji celebrations and this year was about the same as last year. There 
pan pe ipa oars were no celebrations-at Sdtéra, Shol4pur and Nagar 
then: _ because these towns were devastated by the plague, - 
Kéilidds (52), 6th May. but this gap was made up by celebrations newly started 
age | in other villages. This evidently shows that the 
ple have not forgotten their benefactor. If some people hesitate to take part 
In Shivaji celebrations, it is not because they entertain no love for Shivaji or are 4 
ungrateful, but because they happen to be Government servants and have not; +4 
courage enough to withstand the displeasure of their official superiors. They — 
thus outwardly keep aloof from the Shivajimovement. There are others who 
are mean flatterers and utterly lacking in knowledge or self-respect, and who 
consequently not only take no part in the Shivaji celebrations, but try to obstruct 
the movement. The number of such mean persons, though considerable at the 
present day, will grow less and less in course of time. oe 


43. Government had, at the outset of the recent famine, graciously 
| sanctioned grain compensation allowance to their low- 
Discontinuance of the grain paid and menial employés in consideration of the high 
fie pensation allowance to prices of food grains. This allowance was discontinued 
ow-paid Government ser- i : ‘. 
vants, regretted. ast month, Those who received it have thus suddenly 
Vichéri (188), 9th May. | been deprived of a material aid to their slender incomes. 
. The prices of food grains have not yet sufficiently gone 
down so as to warrant the discontinuance of the grain compensation allowance. 
Government have before them the schedule of the prevailing prices of food 
’ grains. If they had but looked at it, they would certainly have thought it 
advisable to continue the payment of the grain compensation allowance to 
their low-paid employés till the next harvest is gathered in. As the allowance 
has been discontinued, there is no hope of its being continued again without . 
any action on the part of those who were benefiting by it. Let themsubmit an 
humble petition to Government in the matter and we hope that Government 
will be disposed to favourably consider the same. 


. 44. Referring to the report of the Commissioner in Sind on the admi- 
‘ | nistration of the Abkari Department, the Prabhdt 
Administration of the Ab- says:—The principle of local option seems to be in 
ate oe — no way unacceptable to our local Government. But 
ere © Primerpee 2” we feel that the Government recognition of the principle 
Prabhdt (203), -7th May, should be promptly made known to the various Ool- 
Eng. cols. | lectors in the province. Copies of the report must 
= have already reached the Collectors, still it seems 

necessary that the principle of local option should be embodied in a separate 
resolution and the resolution circulated among them. For, why else should two 
additional liquor shops have been opened in the Phuleli and the cloth bazar 
quarters of the town of Hyderabad, for instance, not only without consulting 
local opinion, but-in spite of it? We know that the people of the two localities 
petitioned the Collector praying that the new gwtas (liquor shops) should not be 
opened, since they were likely to prove detrimental to them; but no heed 


_.was paid to their petitions, 


45. The Kdlidds refers to the incident of the alleged assault on the First 
- is then” gia Assistant Master in aa, Sdtara re Larangy by Mr. 
omments on the allege’ Rowecroft, a military officer on plague duty, and sar- 
Z caiant Maier th ge castically observes :—A quarter ofa century ago, it 
Sétéra High School, by Mr: was deemed the correct thing for a Native to salute a 
Rowecroft, a military officer Byropean and the latter used to return thesalute. In 
Saad sx peodherr Moye ade course of time, etiquette required that the Native should 
he ._. make a salutation, while the mph simply ac- 
knowledged it. by a nod of the head. At present we are required in making 
a sala sr a furopean) to touch the ground with the hand and then to 
apply the hand to our foreheads. The meaning is that we touch our mother- 
land and then touch the forehead by way of indicating our misfortune. Mr. 
.Sohoni ought to have known this org of a salaam. Then, again, 
he did not voluntarily go forward and hold up his cheek to the “European. 
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The latter had to tilke the trouble of getting down from his horse. and to. walk. 
a fewsteps towards Mr. Sohoni to administer the slaps, Mr. Sohoni is thus 
to blame and he must first apologise to Mr. eweete for it. Mr. Rowecroft, 
on the other hand, should nét have bothered himself so much over the mistake of 


a rade and foolish Hindu. If he had, at the very first interview, assaulted Mr. 


Sohoni and shown him the way (set him right), all further trouble would have 
been saved. People think that Mr. Boweeroft should tender some slight 


There for this mistake on his part. This is one way ‘of looking at the matter.. 
re 


is another way of: —_— at it, which we shall point out at some other. 


ea ‘The Akhbar-e-Soddgar finds fault with the Collector of Sdtéra for 
asking Mr. Sohoni to express regret for his omis- 


na Me. oanyer (18 ‘) sion to salute .Mr. Rowecroft, says that since Mr. 


Sohoni did not know Mr. Rowecrott, the latter would, 
according to European etiquette, have been offended, and remarks that it would 
be well if Government enacted a law making it compulsory for every native of 
India to salute a European, and leaving the task of punishing the violation of 
such a law to the Europeans who would be insulted by not being saluted. 


47. It was good that. the eg tigers at ag gigs vi goer tad the 
| assa a European ; but if he ret the 
Kamar (19), th Mag. indignity, Giere would he have been nothing wrong in it, 
Government should bear in mind that although we are their subjects, and even 
loyal subj ects, we are not (their) slaves. We hope Government will not approve 

of this F pages rank of the European lad at Sdtira, but if they do so through racial 
‘elle, * ey would be adding one more instance to those acts of theirs which are 


spreading discontent in the country. 


48, Referring to a recent police prosecution for the publication of obscene 
pists uk des pete literature, the Native Opinion remarks :—Mr. Khem- 
tion of Mr, Khemiaj, y Bom. 22J’S is a well-known printing firm which prints all 
bay publisher, by the Bombay Sorts of .Sanskrit b with their translations—in 
police for publishing an fact, Mr. Khemraj, so far as Sanskrit literature is 
obscene ago 17), 12th concerned, is to us in Bombay what the reputed 
M 7 ies. z _ (17),,12th ~Miosors, Jibanand and others are in: Calcutta. Neces- 
. sarily such respectable publishing firms cannot be 
expected to dip their finger i in obscenity, and yet the local police could ingeniously 
ferret out, or rather manufacture, obscenity out-of a purely medical standard 
work published by Mr. Khemraj. We'do not care to examine the motives of 
the prosecution, but if the police were to use, or rather misuse, their powers—for 
apparently they are quite unlimited—in this manner, certainly the life of a 
printer and publisher must become a burden to him. Could not Mr. Framji 
have availed himself of the services of the Court translator before he instituted 
the said prosecution? We should think the Magistracy ought to make it a 
rule that in such cases as the above the investigation department must, with the 
help of Sanskritists, satisfy itself of the existence of obscenity before it launches 
itself on any such prosecution. 


49, The Chandrodaya writes that it has roosived a onaiibadut about the 

‘Chief Constable of Chiplun having gratuitously assault- 

Alleged gratuitous assault eda boy ina public theatre on the 28rd April for no 

rod a boy in a public theatre other fault than that: the boy sounded a whistle in the 
y.the Chief Constable of : 

Chipian (Ratnégiri). middle of the performance. The paper says that if the 

Ohandrodaya (31), 5th May. facts be as represented by its correspondent, it was a 

grievous error of judgment on the part of the Chief 

Gonstable. It requests the higher authorities to enquire into the conduct of the 

Chief Constable. 


50. A: correspondent writes ,—-Might I bring to the notice of the autho- 
rities and the public through the medium of your 


Alleged irregalatities and ‘paper a grave anomaly P Every Id at Tatta becomes 


praetoen of the law commit-- 
the “police at Tatts the occasion for the commission of serious irregularities 


inal the Id festi- and even breaches of the law. At both the Bakri 
val-of the fuhammadans. = and the- io: lds ae ae hers as are procession: 
" Phanis: Scie May. oy rural ee policemen. carrying g muske 
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drawn, The entry of the procession into the town is signalized by the firing of. 
muskets and this’ is repeated four or five times, more particularly when the 
police chowki in the heart of the town is reached. The chowki itself is vised. 
as a place where the Id drums are continually beat. In fact, all the eclat of the 
police is given to the procession. It isa matter of deep mystery why -the 
procession is headed by a force of about a dozen and a half policemen (this 
being the usual number) and: why they fire their muskets several times in the 
course of a few hours in the very heart of the town, and why the mounted 
policemen ride with their sabres drawn. Some explanation might; however, be 
aiforded by-the fact that generally the Chief Constable is made an ex-officio 
Nawab for the Id. Facts of such a public notoriety occurring every half year 
regularly cannot have remained concealed from the authorities, and it behoves 
them to see that such grave irregularities, nay, even breaches of the law, are. 
not repeated in future. : cok, 


Education. 


51. The Jdm-e-Jamshed refers to a notification issued by the Bombay 
‘Cinna ta: aadiali University inviting applications for the Wilson Philo- 
with the Wilson ‘Philological logical Lectureship, and says that although these lec- 
Lectures delivered under the tures have been hitherto delivered for twenty-two years 
auspices of the Bombay and have cost the sum of about Rs. 16,000, the public 


University. of the presidency have not been materially benefited 
oo amshed (142), 10th}, y the lectures. The paper recommends that the lec- 
tures should be delivered biennially and the amount 


of the honorarium fixed at Rs, 1,000 as before, It adds that out of the saving 
thus effected the lectures should be printed and sold to the public at a nominal 
price. | 


N ative States. 


52. People detained in the quarantine camps in His Highness the Nizam’s 
a _ __ State have sometimes to remain there without food, no 
pauarantine camps in His provision being made by the State to Md the poor 
ighness the Nizam’s State ha po ‘ig Rig ee gyt tee 
and alleged want of any pro Persons in detention camps as 1s done in Dritish terri- 
vision for feeding the poor tory. The paper does not understand why the State 
detained therein at State ex- should not be so liberal as to make some provision 
ee to feed persons who are in a way imprisoned in the 
er ee quarantine camps, when even prisoners convicted of 


12th May. ¢ 
™ heinous offences receive their dole of food at the 


expense of the State. 


Intelligence extracted from the Press. 


53. The Kesar: writes that the birth anniversary of Shivaji was celebrated 

, at’ the following places:—Dhulia, Nhavre (Kolaba), 

Celebration of the birth Belapur (Kolaba), Murbdd (Thana), Navsari (Baroda), 
anniversary of Shivaji inthe Kurundwéd (Southern Maratha Country), Nasik, Ali- 
‘Keri (56), 10th May, 04g, Miraj, Junnar (Poona), Raipur (Central Pro- 

)  vinces), Gulburga (Nizam’s State), Bagalkot (Bijdpur), 

&c, The paper adds that in most of these places the festival lasted from three 
to thirteen days and the programme consisted of lectures, kirtans, mela songs, 
&c. The subjects of the lectures, observes the paper, included among others 
the lessons to be derived from the life of Shivaji or the advantages of holding 
celebrations in Shivaji’s honour. At Gulburga, according to the paper, the 


festival was graced by the presence of Muhammadans, _ | 


64. The following is the summary of a leoture delivered before the 

pad audience assembled to witness the Shivaji celebration. 

Substance of a lecture de- at Dhdrwdr and reproduced in part in the columns of 
livered on the occasion of the Kalidas :—What greater misfortune can there be 
Denese, celebration’ at than that the Honourable Mr. Tilak, who endeavour- 
” Kdlidas (52), 6th May. ed to place the Shivaji festival on the same foot- 
ing as the festivals in honour of the gods Rama, 


Krishna and Parashuram, should find himself in the clutches of the law of , . 


sedition and be obliged to undergo imprisonment while rendering disinterested 
and patriotic service to his. country? By the lofty purity and righteousness of 
con 140—7 : 


‘ing BE 
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his conduct and by his unparalleled learning he has become the favourite not 
only of the people of this country, but has earned the esteem of savants in other 
civilised countries. I cannot. help expressing regret on this auspicious oc¢éa- 
sion at the present condition of the Honourable Mr. Tilak. The Shivaji 
festival was started in 1895. Since that time some persons among us have - 
learnt to connect this festival with sedition, The grounds of this belief of 
theirs are foolish, It is true that Mr. Tilak was sent to jail in connection 
with certain utterances put forth at a Shivaji gathering. It is also a fact 
that some Natives were summarily dismissed from Government service by 
officers suffering from the jaundice of sedition. But, in spite of such incidents,. 
the Ganpati festival and the Shivaji celebration are tnoroughly legitimate move- . 
ments. The Advocate General who conducted the sedition prosecutions, and the 

Judge who presided at them, have themselves admitted this, To hold aloof from 

the Shivaji movement in spite of such explicit official declarations is to fail in 

our duty and to lay ourselves open to the charge of ingratitude. The people of 

Dharwar deserve to be thanked for having consented to assist and take part in 

this auspicious celebration, and it is to be hoped that they will prove them- 

selves staunch supporters of it in future. 


55. A correspondent writes to the Karndtak Vritt as follows:—At Kittur 
if _ (Belgaum) the. progress of the procession of the Shi- 
_Alleged obstruction by the vyaji festival, while on its way to the mandap erected 
awe officials to thecelebra- for the purpose, was obstructed by the village authori- 
ion of the Shivaji birth anni- ti and ‘ult; The M 4 9 
' versary at Kittur (Belyanm). ties on the 22nd ultimo. 6 Mémlatdar of Samp- 
. Karnatak Vritt (172), gaon Tdluka had given permission to the procession 
B| 10th May. being organised on condition that the people from the 
neighbourhood were not allowed to join the festival 
and no meeting in connection with the festival was held. The members of the 
procession agreed to these conditions, but the village authorities would not allow 
the procession to pass on. The palanquin and the photo of Shivaji were taken 
possession of by the Patil and the Kulkarni, An enquiry into the matéer is in 
progress. | 
86, ‘Tite Gurakhi strongly censures His Highness Shivaji Rao Holkar 
| pts _.. for having disallowed the application of some students 
| Beenie reer at of his capital to celebrate the Shivaji festival at 
| Sa ae the sb cence ofthe Indore, and says that the action of the Maharaja 
| Shivaji festival by students betrays ungratefulness on his part, since his present 
' at Indore, disapproved. exalted position as the ruler of a principality is solely 
Gurdkhy (46), 10th May. due to Shivaji. 


57. A correspondent, writing from Gad Hinglaj inthe Kolhdpur State, 

_.,  says:—The Children’s Shivaji Club, which was estab- 

poe ation of Bitval’s lished here about a year and a half ago, celebrated for 

a ae three days the Shivaji birthday festival. The pro- 
Hinglaj in the Kolhépur , 

State, gramme consisted of songs, a kirtan, a lecture on the 


Dnyén Sagar (43), 9th May. assassination of Afzulkhan, and a public procession. 


58. The summer lecture series, which was suspended last year on ‘acco unt 
: of the plague, commences this year on the 15th instant 
| — Summer Lectare jin the new hall of the Sarvajanik Sabha. The Honour- 
| eal (51), 18th May. able Mr. Justice Ranade, Rao Bahadur Marathe, 
; Professor Jinsivale, Dr. Garde, Mr. Setlur, Barrister. 
at-law, and others have promised to deliver lectures. Replies are expected from 
many other gentlemen besides. The lectures will commence each evening 
at 5-30 P.M. as usual. Mr, V. V. Modak will deliver the first lecture on the 
15th instant, the subject of his discourse heing ‘The Vanishing Oentury.”? Mr. 
Gopal Vinayak Joshi lectures on the 16th instant on “A few words'about 
America.” Other lectures will be announced hereafter from time to time. 


B, V, JOSHI, 
| | _ Acting Reporter on the Native Press. 
Office of the Reporter on ‘the Native Press, 
‘* “New Secretariat, Bombay, 17th May 1898. 
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The Bombay East Indian ... «. — ...| Bombay soe spe, WWOORET 000 dee 270 
~ ag 8 ee ee coo eh Does cee 500 
” nyén Prakash vee eee Poona ee YY) coe Do. eee cee 300 
‘ ian Spectator and Voice of India... a, —— a 800 
,) eeclas Chronicle ese ese eee Karachi eee ry) ' Do. eee eco; : 500 
» KAthidwdar Times one oes coo} Rajkot ie vee] Daily — ove ; 
99 Mahratta eee ees eee eee eee Poona eee 800 eee Weekly eee eee 600 
» . PROMIX « vee | Karadchi ..  ,,.| Bi-weekly cock: 500 
» Quarterly J ournal of the Poona Sirve 
janik Sabha . eee eee .-| Poona eee pe. oo Quarterly “ @00 300 


, 10 9 | Sind Times eee yy TT eee Karachi eee eee Bi-weekly 
: | AneLo-MaRATHL. | | 
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11 | The Din Bandhu 3... sane tts seo} Bombay oe coll. FOOMEET eta wes 1,0C0 
12 55 Dnydn Chakshu ... ‘ns se e+e] Poona ,., eos i ; | | 
13 9 Dn aénoday a eee eee eee eee Bombay eee oee0 Do. eee eee 500 
14 99 In u Prakésh eee eee ses eee Do. ese eee Bi-weekly eee 900 
15 | 5 Kémgar or —- “a oe oe ee vos. ose} Weekly ,,, 
16 » Native Opinion .. cop eee «= DO ese = eee Bi-weekly i 
VL » Prabhakar “i ee ee te a ee 500 
18 » Shri Saydji Vijay soo oe esl SAMEOGRere = cee wes wae. oe 2,500 

49 | 4. Subodh Patrika... .«..  «. «| Bombay ove ».) Weekly .. coe 450 
' 90) 9 Sudharak eee eee eon eos eee] Poona eve ese eee Do. eee eee 3,000 
91 9 Vartahar eee eee eee ccc. TT Bombay eee one Do. see 


MaRAtTHI, | 


99 | TheAram _... a ous ae +} Bombay —— eee one Fortnightly a 500 
93 99 Arunoday& — eee oe eon eee Thana eee ees eee Weekly eee eee 740 
24 » A'rydvart ..- hae eee ove e+e} Dhulia... eee wef Do... vee 205 
95 39 Bakul eee e060 ee0e eee Ratnagiri eee eee Do. - @866 ese 990 
36 » Belgaum eee a gs Belgaum a a ce 316 
27 ee ee -+-| Bombay oon 'o@ BOMtmightly 1,006 
93 » Chandénshu «. co  o- ++) Tésgaon coe «= ove: Weekly .., dsc 100 
99 >) Chandrakant eee eee ees @ee Chikodi. eee ee e 
90 | ,» Chandrodaya .. es . «| Chiplun ot ae 
31 » COhikitsak... so — os soe --| Belgaum =a a ee ee 
32 ” Chitragupta ryt) eee ees eee Karad eee ees eee Do. eee ° 
33 | , Daivadnya Mitra soo = eee Ss ees Bomb aay -» eof Monthly... as. 500 
94 | , DaivadnyaSamdchér ... ««.  +{ Do. ee oe ee 
ax | . DekeRin Vritt 10 = soo ce conf ROURSpUr = ace can) WEOKly 44. col CD 
36 » Deshakdlavartamén... or eee} Erandol al te ee = 45 
37 | , Dhanada... ia te ae IIR fee ragged ee 700 
38 ys Dharwar Vritt ese eee eee eee Dharwar eee eee Weekly .. oD ® 750 
89 9 Dhureen eee eee see eee eee Belgaum ee eee Do. eve eee 500 
40 9 Dnyan Prakash oes eve eee eco} Poona ov eee ene Do. . ces eo ; 
41 | , Dnyan pp oll ooo «= ote Ss eves eee] Kolhdpur an ee eee ee | i 
s » Ganga La ae eae eee wo} Nasik ... ca oo Gee Eee A 200 
» Gurakhi eee ees eee eve Bombay TT) eee Do. eee see 1,200 i) 
» Gurdkhi ... cone sa v1 Do, oss om eee 4 
2 Hindu Punch eee eee eee eee Thana... nc la oer Weekly state ie 600 
46 a Jagadadarsh ‘a mn eke ey Ahmednagar oC bse 300 
* Jagad-hitechchhu aa cee eee] Poona ,., i coms me ee 
” J eenenenee eee 0-00 tee ees Thana eee eee eve Do. eee coe 
» Kal i ic sek. gees rr oe ak eS of 
oo a ee |? eee cee | «eer 250 
51 | 9 Kalpataru... eee eee wee eee Sholdpur eee. 608 Do. eos ae 
52 ” Karmanuk ees eee eee eee Poona.., aa eee Do. eee ale 2,500 
63 » eral JCokil as is cae ove] Bombay. ia ..-, Monthly,,, . 
64 RO see ie Sep POOR ves | Weekly ... we 8,000 
55 |, Kh4&ndesh Chitragupta ... iw wee} Dhulia supe womnggejonnatticnnins ss 125 
56 9 Khandesh Vaibhav ece ree dee Do. eee see Do. eee is 370 
57 ”» Khara Prakar oe eee te: eee Bombay eee cee Monthly eve ece 2,000 
58 » Kumtha Vritt ... me occ woeh MAMI. eee. cen WE OOKAY ccc ee 2006 
59 ” -Lokaseva eee eee eee eee eee Nasik eee eee. e¢e Do. eee wee 325 
Madatnis eee eee eee "eee eee Ratnagiri eee eee Do. eee su 200 
600 
125 


set 7 Madhu Makshika ; eee ote eee Bel um eee eee Do. eee cool. 
61 ” Madhu Vritt . 260 eee ese eee Wi eee. eee eee Do. eee see . 

"3 : ‘. Mahéfr4shtra Mitra eee ese Gece S4tara coe. eee. eee) _ Do. eee eee 250 

_ 64 ‘ , . Mohdrashtra Lol 90¢ - ina ety @. Do. ooo. eee | 000, Do. ees eee | 60 
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Names ef Newspapers. 


} Place of Publication. | 


dition. 


y Moda Vritt ese °° Bee 
yy Mumbai Vaibhav ees 
» Nagar Samfchér... oo 
99 Nasik Vaibhav ...- eee 
9 NAsik Vritt 'e ee TT) 
» Nipéni Vaibhav... os 
» Nydy& Sindhu .,.. aes 
»» ~Fanchdnan see oe 
» .Pandhari Bhushan... 
- 99 . Pandhari Mitr& ... eee 


9 Foona Vaibhav ... oe 
», Frabodh Chandrika  «.. 


9 Pratod eee eee ne 
99. Raghav Bhushan ese 
»» .Saty& Shodhak ... ove 
9 Satyavakta eee eee 
99° Shikshak ese eee eee 
9 Sholapur Samach4r eee 
rT) Shubh Suchak eee eee 
99 Sudarshan eee e668 
99 Sudhakar eee eee 
» Sumant... are ae 
99 Tuk4ram ... eee eee 
» Vartddarsha ove 
b Vartéhar vee eee eee 
9 Vartanidhi eee eee 
99 Vatandar. ee eee eee 
rT) Vengurla Vritt eee eee 
» > Vidya Vilds sail ose 
9 Vikshipta eee eee ee 
» Virashaivamata Prakdsh 

», Vividh Dny4&n Vistar... 
99 Vritiasér eee eee eee 


» Vritt Sudha bia ne 
99 Vy4pari eve vee coe 


The Broach Sam4ch4r ron 
»» Deshabhakta ... 
99 Gujarati eee eee eee 


», Gujarét Satya Samsher ce 
» Hindi Punc eo 


»» Independent wi 
99 Kaiser -e- Hind eee eee 
» Kathidwdr News... 
5, Panch Mahdl Times .,., 
» Rast Goftar see i 
» Shri Sayaji Vijaya ca 
»» Suryst Prakdésh .., 


GUJARA'TI, 


The Ahmedabad Times 
99. Ajab ese eee, 3 
99 Pre anr om eco. 
99 , re eee 
Py) Arajadar con gl 
» A’ry& Dharm Prak&sh .., 
» Bhim Sen... ies 


» Bombay Saméchar 
3» Broach Mitra... a 


95 Buddhi Prakésh .., 
% oom Gazette eee eee 


Dny4n Sudha 


r 
, toad... 
oe Gap Sap eee ose ée0e 


eR 


‘The Mitroda & ea: | is : 


» Pen Samachér ... eee. 


» .Prabodh Ratn& ... os 


»  Vritt Sindhu jen dan 
ANGLO-GUJARA'TI. 


», Gujarat Mitrh .... eee. 


»» Hindusthdn - sae ose 


” an 

Chhatra ti eee eee. 
» Deshi Mitre i 

Din Mani 


Dnyféa Vardhak ..., —.,... 


Mara'tHI—continued. - 


Satara ... 


Do. 


Do. 
Do. 
Do. 


Weekly 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 


Do, 


Do. 


Monthly ... 
Weekly ... 


Weekly ... 
Monthly ... 


Fortnightly 


The Aina-i-Hind 


The Pandit ... os 08 


HINDI. 


The Shri Venkateshvar Saméehér ... pe 


URDU. 


Alam Aphroz Bambai ... 
Azad Punch on wwe 
India Gazette eee eee 
Jahanuma... eee eee 
J ustice of the Peace eee 
Makbul-e-Aalum | eee 
Munsif-i-Deccan eee eee 
Muslim Herald eee eve 
nna. x 
Punch Eahddur .,,., pe 


Safir... eee a 
Sult&n-ul-Akhbér... eee 


EneLisH AND Hinpl. 


eee 

eee eee 
ee eee 

eee eee 

ese 

aee eee 
ee eee 
ee ee 

eee eee 
ee ® 
eee ~~ 
e608 eee 


Weekly ... 
Weekly ... 


.| Monthly ... 

Tri-monthly 

..| Weekly ... 
Do 


Do. eve 
DO. ees 
Do. eee 
eg ee 
— ae 
Weekly ... 
Do. eee 
DOs cee 
Daily =.» 


Names of Newspapers... . Place of Publication... Edition. Copies fesued. 
: GuJARA’TI—continued, 

The Gul Afshén ee ee ee Monthly ... 500 
Hitechchhu  .,, —s eee ~—s ow ~~ oes | Albmedabad Weekly ... «$00 
J4m-e-Jamshed eee eee eee eee Bombay a eee 2,800 
ee ae a ll Weekly ... 225 
Kac ha Samach4r eee eee eee .Bombay | ’ Do. eee 508 
Kaira Khetiwddi Patré... ... ss.) Nadidd Monthly ... 830 
Kaira Vartamdn ... ee ove ..|' Kaira Weekly ... 75 
Kathidwadno Himéyati... ous . eeof Ahmedabad ai MASc eae 400 

Kathiawdr Krishi eee eee eee Do. Tr i -mon 200 
Kathidwdr Times,., ove : vee} RAjkKot Bi-weekly 450 
Kelavni eee eee eee oes eee Bar oda Monthly ée6 800 
Khoja Samfchér ... = s0e ane Bombay Weekly ... ied 
Nure Elam eee ree eee eee Do. Monthly eee 300 
Nydyadarshak . = ss. se °  oo-| Ahmedabad ..| Fortnightly 250 
Praja Mitra sve ite ots | Kardchi : Bi-weekly 300 
Pra] a Pokdr eee eos tee ’ Surat Weekly ese 800 
Rajyabhakté eee eoe ene eee Bombay Do. eee 1,200 
Samsher Bahadur eee pee eee Ahmedabad Do. ese 300 
Satyavakta eee ‘ais sees eve |. BOMDay .| Fortnightly 500 
Stri Bodh. °°’ eee eee eee Do. Monthly ece 300 
Stri Mitris eee eee see eee Do. Do. eee 500 
Surat Akhbér... ia ak ee Weekly ... 800 
Svadesh Bandhu.... via ioe ...| Mahudha De vee - 250 
Vaishnava. ee eee see eee Bombay ee F ortnig tly 200 
Vishvadarshan coe cee eee ITA coe Weekly vee 325 
bb. oe, i er ee ..| Bombay a aes 600 

ANGLO-Ka'NARESE. 
The Hubli Patra a ee a Weekly .« 150 
ENGLisH, ManftHI AND KANARESE. 
‘The Karnftak P atra eee eee e068 eee D harwér Weekly eee 400 
», Réjahansa a a: a Do. DOs sce 200 
Ka’NARESE, 

The Chandrodaya& rT eee eee eee D hérwit Weekly YY) 206 
Karnatak Vritt eee eee eee eee Do. Do.. eee 80@ 
Lok& Bandhu eee ees eee ee Do. Do. =e 30@ 
Rasik Ranjini ...0 0. ee .| Gadag Do... 200 
Satys Vritt eee ece eee eee Do. Do. coe 260 
Subodh Chandrika .. «. ,| Hubli... Fortnightly 150 

Mara’'THI AND Ka’NARESB. 

The Chandrika ow oa aie Weekly ... 100 
Karnétak Vaibhav ge Do, 300 
Siddheshvar a ke eos ak — Dow ace 150 
ig ; ,| Karwar Do. a 453 
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. 193 The Baroda Vatsal ere ua 2. See eee Baroda. ete oad Weekly eee ead 560 
| ENGLISH, Maza'cut, GusaRa’tI 
2 AND KONKANI. | ; | | 
198 | The Garibdncha Kaivéri (Amicus Pauperum) Bombay —..."_— ww] Fortnightly =...) 1,600 


MaRa’tHI AND URbv. 
194 |The Gulbarga Saméchér ... 


. 


Gulbarga ...  «..| Weekly a An 450 


AN@LO-SINDI. 
195 | TheLux... ... ose = see -~S ss sse-~S sis | yeraad (Sind) ...| Fortnightly ...) ow 
196 99 Prabhat eee eee eee eee ee Do. . oe Weekly eee eee 450 
SINDI. | 

197 | The Khairkhah ... via iw wo] Kardchi nee .».| Weekly ... o 1,000 

198 99 Muin-ul-Isl4m @e0 , 006 eee eee Do. eee oe Do, eee ee 300 
: 199 5, Sind Sudhér or ane ia o Do. ius at es ns sil 500 

ANGLO-PORTUGUESE. | 
200 |OAnglo-Lusitano ... so.  « oof Bombay “cs ed ee as 1,000 
201 The oletim Indiano one ee eee eoe Do. eee eee Do. coe re eee 
PoRTUGUESE-KONKANI. 
202 | The Luso-Concanim .... «+ «+ «| Bombay inn wet OE a a 550 


Notes.—A. The notices from the different Newspapers have been collected in the Report under different heads 
which are printed in italics. 7 zs : : 

B. The names of Newspapers are printed in the margin of the Report in italics, and the number of the News 
paper in the above list is printed in brackets after the name, 

. ©, The system of spelling vernacular words followed ys the Reporter is the same as that adopted in the 
Official Spelling List of the me Presidency. One peculiar feature of this system is that wnen the long (a Of 
er 4) is the last letter of a word, the accent is left out, and the short a(3% =u in gun) is, to prevent confusion, 
mever placed ‘at the end of a word, This rule has been strictly followed, except that when the short a appears to be 
absolutely necessary to complete the pronunciation of a word, asin Arunodaya or the well-known Mitra, it is printed 
with a mark over it to indicate that it is short, thus--d, -. : | 


D. The figures giving the circulation or number of copies published ‘of each newspaper and pericdical as 
furnished by the proprietor, are not guaranteed as accurate, and in some instances must be regarded with of ution, 
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Politics and the Public Administration, 


1. The State Secretary has by. his fiat rigidly excluded from the scope — 
_ Of reference the re-opening of the question of silver. 
pe a on ~ — This in itself is an error. When experts have been 
Bragg 2s Deng eur Oa m. Sathered together for a distinct and definite purpose, 
nie opportunity should not be allowed to slip in order to 
Champion (2), 15th May. @licit from them their authoritative opinion on silver, 
- on the basis of the evidence that would certainly be 
forthcoming in abundance. To arbitrarily shut out one important part of the 
enquiry, so relevant to the reform, is most unstatesmanlike. The sole object is 
reform of the currency—such a currency as will keep exchange stable. Whether 
that stability can still be imparted by silver or gold is a question which he 
might have well left to the Committee to determine. As matters stand, it is 
open to the suspicion that the Committee is only a blind to register the foregone 
conclusion at which Lord. George has arrived in conjunction with the Indian © 
Government. Let us, however, watch the proceedings of the Committee and 
await its final report. We, for one, however, are far from hopeful as regards 
the Committee. It has not a single member of the capacity and grasp, as 
weli as the judicially trained mind, of Lord Herschell, who has all the conflicting 
oints of the problem at his fingers’ ends by reason of his having been the 
Prosident, first of the Gold and Silver Commission, and thereafter of the Depart- 
mental Committee appointed by the Secretary of State in 1892. Thereis not, 
again, a member of the acute dialectic powers of Lord Farrer, nor of that mastery 
of details of Lord Welby. Inshort, we are entirely sceptic of having anything 
like a satisfactory solution from Sir Henry Fowler’s Committee. 


° 2. The more the latest proposal of the Indian Government for reforming 
the depreciated currency is considered, the moreits mis- 

oe Poet - se eon, ciievous effect on the general trade of the country 
a and the finances of the Empire becomes manifest. 
Champion (2), 15th May, The device to further contract what is alleged to be 

: os a redundant currency, by melting down twenty-four 

. krors of rupees in four years, and buying with the proceeds thereof all the gold 
that could be had, is a clumsy device to prop up exchange, impart to it a 
reasonable fixity, and bring about the long-looked-for millennium in Indian 
currency. That sucha device is a hallucination is self-evident. Instead of 
ushering in a golden age of currency, it would usher in an era of great disloca- 
tion of trade and monetary crisis, and extreme discontent throughout the land 
of an unprecedented character. | 


8. The Indian Spectator refers to the causes which, in its opinion, have 

i | ens produced the present tightness in the money market, 
won mpenoler ‘(> and observes :—The royal road to relief would surely 
acl be for Government to give more money to the country 
in gold or silver, or in currency notes, issued on the security of gold or silver, as 
they will. But this is precisely the opposite of what they intend doing, with 
the deliberate intention of so intensifying the tightness of the money market as 
to compel exporters and importers to carry on transactions on the basis of a 
one shilling four pence rupee, 7.¢,, on the basis which would make the rupee a 
gold standard token coin. ‘This in itself is not an impossibility. But it has 
not occurred to Government that there is equal probability of the other 
alternative taking effect, namely, export and import trade waning and dying 
out. instead of accommodating itself, as desired by Government, to a gold 
currency without a substantial gold basis. It is not a joke to convert a silver 
into a gold currency by demonetising a suflicient quantity of the former and 
replacing the lost currency by gold coins. Hach such operation—each melting 
down of the rupee, selling the bullion and purchasing gold with it—will reduce 
more and more the value of the metal offered for sale, and pro rata increase 
that of the metal demanded in purchase, Moreover, it is positively objectionable 
to throw so much silver on the Indian market, as Government evidently intend 
to do, and thus throw temptations before our foolish masses to do that which it 
should be the duty of Government to save them from theerror of doing, namely, 

 CONL64—38. _ | 
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purchasing the discredited and the sinking silver, which will no longer serve 
them in the hour of need, as it did when the rupee was worth exactly its weight 
in silver. Unless all these objectionable features are removed, and a greater 
concern shown to the interests of the trading circles and of the masses, the 
proposals of Government are likely to do much greater harm than any of our 
previous currency experiments have produced. We have fortunately strong | 
reasons to expect that the Committee of experts in England to whom the pro- 

osals have been referred will save us from all dangerous pitfalls. Let us also 

ope that they may be able to suggest a true and unobjectionable remedy for a 
further move. : 


4, We have never known in recent times of a more preposterous proposal 
Koseere.Hiad (112), 15th than the one solemnly paraded in the despatch of 4th 
Mie. Maw. cola (112), May 1898 to insure fixity of exchange. The Govern- 
sla nae ment of Lord Elgin thought it was making a supreme 
effort to solve finally the problem of establishing a fixed ratio between the 
rupee and the sovereign. It therefore applied itself to the task with all the 
ability and ingenuity it could command. And yet, after an incubation extend- 
ing over well-nigh six months, it seems to have formulated proposals which 
are no sooner examined than condemned—condemned alike by bankers and 
merchants, by traders and dealers, by men of ordinary business and by citizens — 
in general. The key to tho new-fangled measure is to be perceived in the 
further contraction of thealready contractedcurrency which haswrought such woe 
to our trade and industry. The fundamental error lies in the airy assumption 
of the Imperial Government that India is suffering from a plethora of rupees. 
Now it has been generally admitted in all quarters where the export trade of the 
country has to be regularly financed every year during the brisk season, that it 
is a huge hallucination on the part of the authorities to ascribe the fall in 
exchange to the redundancy of rupees.. Exchange has hardly that influence 
on our silver currency which is attributed to it. Other factors are at work, 
and those of a steady character, which contribute not a little to. the fall in the 
value of the white metal measured by gold. These are the cheaper cost of 
production of silver and the legislation on the white metal in the United States 
since the date of what is known as the Bland Act, The reform should therefore 
be not for currency, but fora radical change in the military policy of the 
Government and for a substantial diminution of the annually growing sterling 
liabilities. 'These are the two points on which Indian agitation should proceed. 
It is all nonsense to talk of redundant currency affecting exchange and 
embarrassing Indian finances. We do not believe it. It is simply a false cry 
of the Finance Department. Remove the two causes we have pointed out, open 
_ the mints again, and we are bound to see India flourishing and Indian finance 
once more on a stable footing even with silver at 9d. At present the economic 
physicians are prescribing remedies which are utterly foreign to the disease. 
The physicians are no physicians. They are quacks and India is being slowly 
killed by their economic quackery: 


5. The Government of India’s new currency scheme, which has been 

Bia ae Saal forwarded to the Secretary of State, has called forth 
ots $106), # “Y? universal disapproval. In commercial circles as well 
smc as elsewhere it has been emphatically condemned. It 
is.a pity that the composition of Sir Henry Fowler’s Departmenta! Comunittee is 
not quite satisfactory. The questions that it has to consider are of a most com- 
plicated and far-reaching character, and there is a general feeling that men of 
Lord Herschell’s calibre and impartiality should have been appointed on the 
. Committee. Such as it is, some of its members are well-known for their 
mercantile and banking experience. They will, no doubt, be able to look after 

the interests of European trade. But the interests of the Indian rayat ought to 
be paramount in the settlement of this question, and we feel not a little con- 
cerned as to the ultimate issue of the deliberations of the Committee. Any 
decision which is not arrived at with reference to the present and future well- 
being of the Indian people is destined to end in a financial disaster. We should, 
therefore, have very much liked to see Mr. Dadabhai Navroji a member of this 
omimittee. Itis to be regretted that the Government of India and the Secretary 

tate have so completely committed themselves to the currency legislation 


: 


~ 
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of 1893 as to preclude the Committee from reconsidering the question of re- 
opening the mints for the coinage of silver. . 


6. The ruling race is ever jealous of the natives of India. Those who 


belong to it think it their daily duty, as it were, to 


Alleged antipathy between hate the Hindus. The Europeans enjoy making the 
Europeans and Natives and | 


a request to Government to 


rates the two races. every possible damage to the Natives, in insulting them, 


Gurdékhi (44), 15th May. in playing pranks with them and in killing them, the 


| Europeans feel the pleasure of having carried out 
the mission of their life. This spirit of exclusiveness threatens to result in 
incalculable (lit. uncontrollable) mischief, unless a ‘change for the better 
comes soon. If Government willtry to bridge over the gulf before it assumes 
a, dangerous aspect, it will be better for both sides. 


7. Although His Excellency Lord Sandhurst was led by his:evil advisers 
to commit a blunder in dealing :with the Natu brothers, 
His Excellency Lord Sand- he kas, like a wise man, corrected his mistake as soon 


hurst thanked for the release ‘ - . : 
of tin Mika Vncknane as he saw it, and in doing so has shown that he is at 


” On che] “15th May, heart very kind and considerate. In releasing the 
sali a Natus His Lordship has preserved the reput ation of 

British justice and strengthened the foundation of British rule in India. We 

heartily thank His Lordship for the release of the Natu brothers and hope 

that the remaining period of His Lordship’s administration will be rendered 
memorable by similar good acts. 


8. While writing about Poona affairs, we must not forget the punitive 
police. That too must be taken off the -neck of 
Suggestion to His Excel- Poona. This was another act of frenzy which sub- 


lency Lord Sandhurst to sequent events have shown to be absolutely without. 


make amends for his alleged 


mistakes in dealing with Cause. The answer of the Bombay Government— 


Poona and its people. a feeble answer—is that an agreement has been 
Champion (2), 15th May. entered into with the constables to the effect that 
7 they should be employed for two years. But what 

has Poona to do with that? If the Government enter into a hasty contract, 
that surely is the business of the Government, and it has nothing to do. 
with a third party. Surely, with the whole of India to choose from, places 
can be found for the policemen who are now idling in Poona at the cost of a 
plague-stricken and an innocent public. Lord Sandhurst has a grand oppor- 
tunity before him; he has now to make amends. He has to release the Natus, 
in the true sense of the word, to open Mr. Tilak’s cell-door, to disband the 
punitive police, and to ask pardon of those he has wronged. When His Lord- 


ship does these things, but not till then, the natives of this country will . 


forgive him, and he can again claim the proud name of Liberal. If he does 
not do them, he will be known as the Governor who allowed himself to be the 
tool of others, and as the Governor who imprisoned men without trial. Surely 
he must be anxious to escape this stigma, and, if we know His Lordship, he is 
anxious. He cannot be happy in his present position. 


9, Some of our contemporaries have stated that Government have released 
from attachment the immoveable property of the 
Request to Government to Natu brothers, but on enquiry we learn that nothing 


give full liberty to the Natus of the kind has been done. The estate is in the: 


rook ahorg ee possession of the City Magistrate of Poona and a clerk 


) in his office has beén appointed to manageit. The 

| My ears (hy ied Moy. Magistrate has as: yet received no instructions what- 

ever from Government in the matter. We therefore 

request Government to give full liberty to the Natus and to restore to them all 

their property. [The Kesari also writes on the strength of a telegram received 

from Belgaum that the estate of the Natus has not yet been restored to them, 
as announced by some public prints. | eee 


shikar of the blacks, albeit indirectly, as much as if. 
bridge over the gulf that sepa-  Tich banquet were placed before them. In doing- 
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10. The Government of Bombay have done well in liberating the Natu 
soles Me es brothers from their prolonged imprisonment. They 
Remarks: on the release were by no means taken for peaceful and peace-loving 
of Ba 1 Goftér (118) 1th citizens, but that was no reason why they should have 
May, Eng. cols. | +—S-—*een deprived of their liberty for such an indefinite 

{ae period. Possibly they wae have been set free some 
months ago, were it not for the senseless and silly agitation carried got. 


_ their friends, who have been the means of doing them more harm than g 


The Natus will be best consulting their own interests if they were to desist from 
playing any more into the hands of designing parties. “+ 
11.° One naturally recoils from the thought of imprisonment of any one 
: without an open trial, and therefore we can but join 
Dnydnodaya (13), 19th May, . with others in feeling a satisfaction that the Natu 
brothers have been released from close imprisonment 
and have the liberty of the fort of Dharwar (Belgaum ?) and the privilege of 
reunion with their families. We hope the time is not far distant when their 
crime can be made public, so that it may be seen that Government has been 
justified in what it has done, and that they may be given a fair trial. 


12. - We, of course, are glad that the unfortunate Natus are able again to 
enjoy the sunshine and the fresh air, but if Lord. 
Ohampion (2), 15th May Sandhurst and those advising him imagine that their 
recent action has satisfied the public they are greatly mistaken. The partial 
*‘ yelease’’? of the Natus has done this, it has confirmed im all men’s minds the 
idea that there was nothing against these men, and that being so, those who 
still persist in curbing their liberty are getting deeper into the mire of public 
disapprobation—we had almost written contempt, but we believe the former ex- 
pression is allowable, and the latter is seditious. ‘his is the way the matter is 
looked at. The Natus were either guilty of some offence or they were not; if 
they were guilty, the Government had no business to release them ; if they were 
innocent, they should have been given their liberty without the slightest re- 
striction. Lord Sandhurst has been forced into blunder after blunder in regard 
to Poona and Poona men, and his evil fate still pursues him; evidently he is 
not even now allowed to do right. It is difficult, we know, to climb down 
from an awkward position, but when that acrobatic feat has to be performed, it 
is no use bothering, but, as the Yankees say, ‘just get down and smile.’ That. 
is our advice to Lord Sandhurst. | 


18. . The conditional release of the Natu brothers last week is doubtless a 

‘a i ~ precursor to letting them off altogether. They are 
_ Rpectator (4), believed to have expiated any crime they may have 
vb committed in the eyes of the Poona authorities. 
Government have acted wisely, therefore, in relieving the tension of popular 
feeling in this connection. They might have acted better in the first instance ; 


_ but as that was impossible in the frame of mind they were then in, the next 


thing was to creep out of an untenable position. Government have been none 
too quick in this creeping out process. However, they have crept back like 
bureaucrats, assigning no more reason for this tardy creeping back than they did 
for the original rushing in, to the utter discomfiture of the Deccan Sardars and 
their defenders. a cae 


14. Whether the present qualified release of the Natus be a mere 

Se. tactical move or an indication of a conscience really 

Mahrdita (7), 15th May. = »enentant and anxious to do justice to the aggriev- 
ed prisoners, we thank the Bombay Government all the same for giving 
the Natus some free air which they were denied for nine long months, 
-and the want of which greatly told upon their constitution. We sincerely 
thank Government for their being merciful upon the Natus, even at this 
late hour; for though the release is as yet only qualified. and partial, 
it has been made possible for the prisoners to keep up their usual living, 
take medicine and be comforted by the tender “ ministrations ”’ of their 
friends and family. Now we need no longer be anxious about their lives ; 
dnd in that one thought of-intense relief we can afford for a moment to forget 
the serious question of their right to be vindicated, acquitted with honour and 
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released absolutely. - But *the main ‘question ‘eannot be .shirked .altegethar, 


‘Natus? Has Government,.in releasing. them,.done- anything more than correet- 


ary. als? The Natus, being arrested and.imprisoned under Regulation 


V of .1827, were.entitled to be treated as State prisoners. But Gov- 
ernment was'so- blinded by wrath ‘that they could not read the regulation 
aright. In their fury they even.went.so far ias to confiscate the moveable 
property of the Natus, and the world knows that they: had to-retrace their 
step. ‘To our mind the present: qualified release of these ,persons can (10 
more be an act of real relief than: the release of their moveable property. -By- 


releasing the Natus within the limits of Belgaum, Government have at. last . 


come down one more step from the region of illegalities and irregularitiés «to 
the legitimate level of the regulation. Now for the first time can we say that 
the Natus are really State prisoners under the regulation. Government ma 
imagine that their tactical move will appease the people. But they are wich 
mistaken if they think that the main question can be burked in this way. Even 
_ & lay mind cannot fail to recognize the fact that the Natus in Belgaum are 

real State prisoners, but nothing short of it; the sphere of their move- 
ments has only been widened a little, and they have been given a little 
more elbow room, ‘as it were, than before. But that is about all. They 
are not yet masters of their own movements. Nay, they must be closely 
watched ; possibly they are under strict surveillance like infamous and dangerous 
Ramoshis and Badmashis. Does this mean liberty ? The thick pall of dis- 
credit and disrepute yet hangs on their faces as before, and they have yet to 
- hang their heads down and discard company for shame. Does that mean real 
release? ‘The responsibility of Government to bring the Natus to trial and 
enable them to clear their character before the worlé remains unabated. ‘The 
Natus have challenged Government to prove their guilt in open Court, but Gov- 
ernment are silent. The only honourable -course now left open to them is to 
honourably acquit the Natus and discharge them absolutely. . Let us hope that 
the gracious act of justice to the Natus, though tardy, may come before the 
world grows older by another week. a 


15. If we are to credit the information that has found its way into print, 

: we must confess our inability to .understand the 

sia Key a (3), 16th meaning of the condition under which the Natu 
—— brothers have been released on parole. Evidently it 
insinuates that the ‘conduct of the two brothers was questionable before their 


arrest. But the world. knows kow Lord George Hamilton failed three times - 


to prefer any definite charge against them or to substantiate it with proofs. 
We only hope that the partial and conditional release of the Natus will before 


long be supplemented by an absolute and unconditional restoration of liberty 


to them. 


- .16, There seems to be a general feeling of satisfaction in the Indian 
by 3 community atthe release. of the Sardars Natu. No 
Pha (112), 16th doubt this happy: deliverance has come in very tardily, 
ives ea But, however belated, it.is a matter of thankfulness 
that. the Government of Lord Sandhurst was at-last constrained to acknowledge, 
however partially, the grave error into which it -was unfortunately betrayed: by 
last. year’s political hysteria, so artificially but artfully stimulated by a scream- 


ing section of Anglo-Indian society. After the’ three inconsistent statements . 


made by the Secretary of State for India on three different occasions in 
the House of Commons and the disclosures so persistently made by the redoubt- 
able Champion, which completely discredited the official narrative, it was a 
foregone conclusion that there could be no ground for the Government ‘to 


justify the prolongation of the imprisonment of the Sardars. The release. 


was considered inevitable and it was only a questidn of time when it might 
come. Happily for its.own reputation the Government took steps betimes, 
after the recent agitation, to render to the two brothers that justice which 


it had denied to them these last nine months, ‘The release makes it plain | 


that the original incarceration was a rash act, unwarranted by any reasonable 
~~. cow 154—4 nea | | 
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and legitimate evidence.. All the tall talk about sedition and internal commo- 
tion seems to beso many idle pretexts, The arrests of many an Irishman durin; 
the last hundred years were precisely justified on similar hollow grourids, ia 
the Irish history of the century tells us of endless acts of tyranny committed 
fn innocent lovers of their country. We repeat there is ample literature to 
study for those who may be curious to learn all about Irish arrests, prosecutions 
and sentences. But we have no inclination to dilate on this dismal-subject, 
which has already sullied the fair fame of English administrators for justice and 
jaw. Let us drop a curtain over the incident and hope that the case of the 
Sardars Natu may be the first and last of its kind. It has diminished British 
prestige and shaken in no small a degree the confidence of the Indian people in 
British justice and impartiality, on which alone rests the stability of the 
empire. | 


17, We think that the Natus should have been released long ago, To 
Geiek OW: Wk te. Se them conditional release deprives the action of 

En an ) *Y> Government of all grace. The concession certainly 
fails to quicken the sentiment of spontaneous grati- 

tude, There is yet room for Lord Sandhurst to do the graceful. The long” 
suffering brothers can yet be released altogether on the Queen’s Birthday. To 
contend that their conditional release is necessary in the interests of peace in 
the Deccan is a sad and needless reflection upon the moral prestige of the 
British Government, - | oe os = 


18. Glad tidings 2 been pee: of the release of Bro Natu brothers, 
ee | tis as we all along expected. Though done rather 
M in ole (107), 15th tardily it is done at last, and we pie to feel thank- 
iret: Ey ful, Better late than never. ‘To incarcerate a person 
because he is presumed to be guilty is contrary to the spirit of British law and 
justice, and every lover of fair-play will rejoice that the cause of justice has 
triumphed. Nee " 


19, All India must rejoice to hear that the Natu brothers have been set 
Prabhét (198), 1th Mav. free. The release of the Natus is, indeed, a glorious 
oe oe (196), 4th Mey, victory for the Native press of India; and more 
2 ae especially for the Champion, who left no stone unturn- 


ed to bring conviction home to the Government that the confinement of the 


Natus was unjust and had caused public disgrace. We are waiting anxiously 
to learn the whole story of the release of the Natus, . | 


20. The news of the ee of - pice peng ge My received every- 

a where with marks of joy, and will undoubtedly call 
Kalidds (50), 13th May. = forth the remark that a British justice al to 
sleep, British mercy comes forward todo her work. If it be true that the 
brothers are not to leave Belgaum for the next six months, we cannot say that 
they have obtained full liberty. Only the bonds of their restraint have been 
slackened somewhat. Some people guess that there is a political motive in 
relaxing the restraint of the Natus. Mrs. Natu’s petition is yet to come before 
Parliament for discussion and is expected to cause a stir among the women of 
England. ‘The local Government perhaps wishes by their present diplomatic 
move to avoid the censure that will probably be cast upon them after the. 
petition is discussed by the British Parliament. : 


- 21, The Bombay Government is at last pleased to partially relieve the Natu 
Spetenieies (166), 18th Ma brothers from the condemnation in which they were 
aicial “i %» held so long. They are prisoners at large at Belgaum, 
ie We cannot understand under what regulation they 
have been released. The regulation of 1827 does not provide for such a proces 


dure as this. We think the brothers ought to have been set at liberty without 


the least. restraint put upon their movements. If they have committed any 
crime they ought to have been given a fair trial., But Government could 
not ‘make themselves sure to take such a step, and therefore it seems they 
hought it proper to retrace their steps gradually. It seems Government 
rl completely relieved the brothers Natu simply because their action 


, 


ed as erroneous ab initio and therefore it seems this is a stroke 


18 


of policy. Government: will do well :to try them and allow them to clear 
their character, and if they are to be acquitted without being tried, which seems 


probable, their character would be viewed with suspicion by those who are not 


familiar with the course of events that happened last year. 


- 22, As long as the Natus are hindered in their movements, no one will 

Shri Savéji Vijaya (18), Link that they are set at liberty. We are not aware 
14th 5 a g Vaya (18)> oF any law empowering Government to grant such 
wee | -. @ireumscribed liberty to the Natus, nor do we think 
that the brothers would purchase freedom under such conditions despite the 
hardships they had had to endure in jail. The agitation carried on both here 
and in England on their behalf will shortly bear fruit, and the brothers would 
do well to flatly refuse any offer short of strict justice to them. It does not 
appear that the Bombay Government have yet completed the list of their 
blunders in the affair of the Natus. : 


23. Weare glad to be able to announce this week that the Bombay Gov- 
ernment seem now to have resolved to act manfully 

- ago (20), 16th May, and acknowledge their error in enforcing the policy 
os aria of repression to which they had recourse during the 
last ten months, The Natu brothers are partially released. The process is a 
slow ‘one, but we do not grudge a few weeks, or even months, before the Natus 
are fully released. We trust ‘the sanguinary stain on the fair name of Poona,’ 
of which Mr. Lamb spoke on the 28th of June last, is wiped out, at least so 


far as any one else than Chapekar himself is concerned. There evidently were — 


none in Poona who could be called ‘ a secret band of conspirators and assassins,’ 
- The existence and continuance among the Poonaites of ‘ persons whose watche. 
word was strife, whose tongues were full of hypocrisy and whose deeds were red 
with blood’ has, we hope, at this distance of time, and in the light of recent 
events, proved a mare’s nest.. So alsoit seems that the class of political firebrands, 
¢ whose words were sedition and whose deeds murder,’ whom Mr. Lamb then 
thought he found within the city of Poona, really existed in his own brain, 
or rather within that of those who were responsible for that speech. It 
had been clear for any one that a city seething with party strife of all kinds, 
characterised with want of mutual confidence and an abominable lack of 
energy and enterprise, was utterly unfit for inspirmg either for good or evil a 
concerted action in the citizens. There had been a deadlock of all activities in 
Poona for months and years, and a conspiracy such as requires strictest secrecy 
is a thing impossible in the very nature of things in Poona. Somehow Gov- 
ernment took a different view and to them the party factions that tore asunder 


the very bowels of Poona did not strike as a sufficient reason to brush aside the 


suggestion that there existed a plot in Poona. We must admit that for a time 
the circumstances under which the dastardly murders were committed were 
calculated to raise such a belief, especially when the rabid writings of a section 
of the Ariglo-Indian press were looked upon as an oracle. Every dog, they say, 
has his day and even our contemporaries have had theirs. But now Govern- 
ment seem to have awakened and to have grasped the situation, and have perhaps 
‘seen the calumniators in their true colours. We congratulate them on their 


courage in thus trying to rectify their policy, which was tlien based, as subse- 


quent investigation has shown, on misleading and insufficient evidence. 


24, The Advocate of India states: “We learn from Belgaum that the 

- Government have been pleased to restore to the Natu 

Comments on theorders of brothers all their property.”” [This is contrary to our 
Government conveyed by the information.} ‘They have, however, been warned 
pic rit ecient intgerd that, should they in the future do anything to meet 
to his fnture conduct. with the disapproval of Government, their lands will 
Champion (2), 15th May, be absolutely alienated and that the Sardarship of the 
pimee ~ elder brother will be taken from him, The orders of 
Government were conveyed to the brothers by the District Magistrate. The 
Sardar Balwantrao asked that he might be furnished with a copy of the direc. 
tions of Government, but his request was refused.” Ifthe information conveyed 
in this paragraph be true, then our comments, based upon the surmise that the 
Gc cenient Ba not released the property of the Natus from attachment, fall 
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to the:ground. But, ‘on the other: hand, if the. Advocate is s cortectly, 
we should like to know on what legal basis the threat of the | ernment rests. 
We take it, the authorities:have'no right—certainly no:right in law—to tell 


the Natus that if they-incur the ‘disapproval of: the "Government ‘they: will lose 


their prope erty. We have yet to learn. that that ‘offence’ can beso cruelly 
pone nder the notorious regulation a native’ of India can be imprisoned 
or stirring up commidtion in Her Majesty’s dominions, but even-that: 

does not. punish a man because he has the misfortune to be looked on by the 
Government with disfavour. We trust the Advocate is.misinformed, but if it 
bé that our contemporary is. correct, then the Natu agitation has just begun. — 


25. Oan nothing be done for Mr..Tilak? “We know his. case is different 

A request to. Government * that e : a — Mr. prosas! bce’ rage ae 

: ourt of. law, e was foun ) > 

a th rian ot TE" fous writing” ut the ouae‘of Mr lak’s teal a 

'. the arrest of the Natus was the same—and that cause 

was the assassination of Mr.’Rand ‘and ‘Lieutenant ‘Ayerst. Since it is now 

proved that neither the Natus nor Tilak had ‘an ay ehinie to do with that dreadful 
crime, and the Government have, i in a way, con qe 

Natus, would it not now be a gracious thing to open the prison door of poor Tilak ? 

We put the following question to Lord Sandhurst. “Were ‘Tilak’s trial to take 

place now, what would be the result? Does’ His Lordship imagine—does any 

reasonable man imagine—thatif Mr. Tilak were’ to ‘stand’ efoto: ‘@ jury to-day, 

with our present knowledge of plague operations and the*Poona murders, he 

would be found’ guilty of'an iitende entitling him: to eighteen months’ rigorotis 

iniprisonment ? ‘We venture to think that the verdict to-day would be ‘a totalty 

different one. Mr. Tilak, as‘ did‘the Natus, is suffering for the mad‘ ftenzy 


which seized—perhaps it was pardonable—the Anglo-Indian community ‘bécause— 


of the ‘atrocious Poona murders.’ That frenzy has now disappeared, and men‘are 
ashamed of it (as proof note the silence of the Anglo-Indian press about thie 
Natus), and the Government should make ‘amends by ‘releasing the victiin of 
that madness and by askmg pardon of those who have'sufferéd unjustly, 


) 26. Although Mr, Tilak yb roe sent to jail without a trial, it will. ve 
| _ very creditable to Government to generousl com 
al dapaailtal wasedition ses with the request of the people for his sili. "Pho 
administration will in no way be strengthened,by the confinement of Mr. ‘Tilak 
in jail for 2 few days more ; on the contrary, if he be released now, Government 
is likely to benefit by his co-operation in various matters. We hope Govern- 
ment will favourably consider the petitions which have been forwarded to them 
from Dhulia and other places for the release of Mr, Tilak and thereby strengthen 
the bonds of sympathy between the rulers and the ruled. [Several other papers 


of the week also earnestly request Go verament to show mercy to Tilak by 
releasing him from jail.] 


27. The Gurdkhi highly | praises. the. le pee ‘the disinterested and 
patriotic services. said to ave. been rendered to the 


_ Proposal to confer a public country by Bal Gangadhar Tilak, compares him to 
title on Bal Gangadhar laps ers 5 P 


after his release from j fe 
aye 


_ -Gurélehi (44), 15th that the title of ‘ Uncrowned King and true son of 
India’ be conferred upon him after his release from 
jail by the common consent of all his admirers, The paper cordially invites 


the opinion of every true patriot in India on its proposal. 


28. The last issue of India brings out a noteworthy incident in con- 
pnae nection with the imposition of the . punitive . police 
ae a cag in to on Pooh. 1H app ppears tr vee: the fe ararme? of 
. on “the punitive, po ce was first determined upon, both 
Foons enews ene ” the istrict Magist rate of ‘Poona and ‘the Coit, 
nt Prak dah (40), 19k sioner of the Ceeteit Division had not been consulted. 
May. E | ‘Both these officers haying expressed an opinion to the 
‘sate that the circumstances of the a of | BA 

mpo | tion of additional | police Upon ” ‘it, vernment 
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one for haying fearlessly expressed their independent. opinion. about. the. 
Foona. people at a time of intense excitement, _ ieee pre 
-. 29. The Kesaré. requests. a wrg eres ar? to. ae agp ee on, the. 
: pain ns : subject..of the additional police. for the Poona. city on 
Kesari (54), 17th May. the ‘editor’s table, so,that the public might be able to. 
judge of the truth. or falsity, of the allegations against. Government ‘contained 
in,the.columns of Jndia. The: paper adds: that if:Government do not. choose. 
to make the correspondence. public, some honourable. member should make it.a 
point to ask a question in.Council on the subject. , 


_ 80. Referring to the remarks recently made by the Englishman on Shivajb 


‘ae . . and the celebrations held in his honour, a correspond. 
Remarks in connection 


with the adverse comments 
recently made by the. Hng- 
lishman on Shivaji and the. 
celebrations held in_ his 
honour. 


entof the Indu Prakdsh.writes :—Perhaps Shivaji was 
both an assassin and: a: freebooter: But are:not some 
of the. greatest monarchs of the civilised: world ine 
debted for: their: crown: to some assassin and freebooter 


Ps from receiving public. mentary and valedictory addresses and testimonials of 


Indu. Prakeeh (14), 16th. or other? The difference between a man who estab-- 


May, Eng. cols. lishes a new dynasty of kings and a freebooter ‘is that 


| one is a successful robber, whereas: the other is not, 
Would not William the-Conqueror have been hanged as a freebooter if he had 
failed to achieve victory at Hastings over the Saxon king Harold? Cromwell 
rose against his monarch and was successful, The result of it was that he 
became the Protector, and his memory is venerated and worshipped to-day by 
tens of thousands of Englishmen: If, however, his efforts to rid his country of 
an-unserupulous monarch had not been crowned with success, he would’ have 


died'the death of a rebel; and met with the same fate which overtook poor 


Damodar Chapekar: Napoleon Bonaparte, who was hounded out of France as 
an usurper by the confederacy of European powers headed by England, had 
met. European monarchs and made treaties with them on terms of equality 
in the heyday of his power. It is, however, useless to go so far as Europe 
or America: when we-have examples nearer-home. Clive, with whose name, 
according to many people, is associated the: glory of the British nation, and 
in whose defence Macaulay wrote a lengthy and vigorous apology, is described 
by. Mr. Mill as one “to whom deception, when it suited: his purpose, never 
cost a pang,’ The unscrupulousness of Warren Hastings, his ravages and 
savage cruelty, are: matters known even to our school-boys; and. yet to 
call him a freebooter and an assassin would be condemned as sacrilege by 
many. Nuncomar was hanged by an unscrupulous Judge under the in- 
structions of Hastings, while Afzal Khan was assassinated by Shivaji’s own hand. 
What is. then the difference between Hastings and Shivaji? Both of them 
were murderers—there cannot beany question about it. Only in the one case 
another man was employed to do what in the other Shivaji did‘himself. In ‘the 
eye of law, human or divine, both of them are equally guilty. Did not 
Francis and his English friends characterise the Governor General and the 
Chief Justice as the ‘ worst of murderers’? As to Hastings being a free- 
booter—a man whose life was one long piece of black treachery and diabolical 
cruelty—there cannot be any question. It is enough for our purpose to. refer 
to the savage outrages he committed on the old Raja of Benares, Cheyt 
Singh, and the poor helpless Begums of Oudh to extort money from them. 
Why, to our mind, Shivaji deserves to be canonised, and that a hundred times 
over, when compared to Warren Hastings; and yet’ there are people who have 
the audacity to solemnly declare that while we'should cherish and store up in 


our memory the history of Saint Warren Hastings, we must relegate the name 


of Shivaji to oblivion. ; ; | 
-* 81, The Government of India have done well to draw the attention of the 


local Governments and Administrations to their. resoe 
_ Remarks onthe resolution lution of the 22nd July, 1887, prohibiting all officers; 


of the Government of - India ° TS te irre REDE Naa Sg 
prohibiting Government off- . subject to certaim exceptions, irc Celving | 


eos ur 


addresses, testimonials, &., any kind, and from attending public meetings and 


and attending. palais ‘meet- complimentary entertainments of a formal public — 
ings- in their honour. : : our: Prema, faci rule: 
Gujarati (106), 18th May, Character in their honour; Prima facié these rules 


Mesce. seem somewhat unfair, in so far. as they sprovenk Sb 
I due recognition or reward of merit for distinguished 
cox 164—95 ae 
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service. But flattery has a very subtle influence, to which even the best of 
men unconsciously yield; and in an official-ridden country like India the 
ls ‘of miserable title-hunters, pushing memorial-grinders, and contemp- 
ible parasites and sycophants is specially luxuriant. It will be readily admit- 
ted: that it is eminently necessary to place this “ey tribe under effectual 
téstraint: Good wine needs no bush, and really good officers never hanker after 
éntertainments and testimonials. The Government of India very properly com- 
\lains of the breaches of the above rules that have recently occurred. But it is 
Scvoktein that the example of Viceroys and Governors has in some instances 
directly contributed to. the growth. of a very unwhbolesome spirit everywhere, | 
The. injunction now issued by the Government of India is opportune. It does 
not apply to the heads of any Government or Administration. But if the 
official. and - non-official atmosphere is to be kept healthy, they too cannot afford 
to forget to what extent their own example is primarily responsible for the 
necessity of such a peremptory reminder as has now been issued. 


_ .. 82, The Government of India have thought it advisable to draw attention 
; 4 “~" stint to their resolution of 22nd July 1887, in which public. 
May. a servants were forbidden to receive testimonials and 
See als 4 -addresses from private bodies and individuals. .The. 
object Government had in view in issuing the resolution of 1887,.and with 
which they have issued the present reminder, must be acknowledged to bea 
good one, But it is to be feared that Government here carry their restrictions 
too far, when they, place a ban upon all “complimentary and valedictory 
addresses (presented to officials), any form of testimonials of any kind, and upon 
attending public meetings and complimentary entertainments of a formal ‘public 
character held in their honour.’”’ There are cases in which it would be hard to 
see how complimentary or valedictory addresses in honour of an official retiring 
from service or transferred to another district could militate against the purity 
of the public service, or lead to other irregularities. inconvenient or harassing 
to the public at large. In some instances it might be an injustice both to the 
people and the deserving public officials to debar them altogether from giving 
and receiving such tokens of approval. To take an individual. case, it would 
have been ungenerous to the people of Poona, and distinctly unjust to Colonel 
Creagh, to forbid such exchange of compliments whilst parting. Then again 
there must be public servants who have worked assiduously in the interests of 
the people over a stretch of years, and for the best part of their lives striven to 
bring the rulers and the ruled into harmonious relations, or to improve the social, 
moral and material well-being of the people in whose midst their lot -was cast. 
Marks of popular appreciation in favour of such men, far from injuring the 
public interests, are likely to do good both to Government and the people. 


‘This is an important consideration which Government, we hope, should not lose 


ment of entirely. But it is difficult to suggest where the line is to be drawn. 
We want friendly relations between public servants and the public. At the 
same time, we must discourage all idle or selfish demonstrations. os 


_ $8. We can very vividly see what has made it necessary for Government 
* Mahrdita (2), U5th M to remind their officers and the public of their duty in | 
He th 9Y* the matter. In one sense the principle of the pro- 
hibition is unobjectionable. But it must also be remembered that in a country 
like India where every means that may be available to bridge over the gulf be- 
tween the rulers and the ruled ought to be adopted for the amelioration of the 
people and the better government of the country, and where as much incentive 
as possible ought to be given to officials to rulein such a way as to win the hearts 
of the subjects, the prohibition against the acceptance by officers of complimentary 
addresses and entertainments is rather objectionable. The reservation claimed in 
favour of the head of the administration is perhaps as,indefensible as’similar privi- 
leges reserved for officers of higher grade in other matters, such as leave for famine 
duty, allowances and batfa, exchange compensation and the like. We think. 
that it does not stand to reason that while the head of the administration may 
sxact complimentary addresses and valuable presents everywhere he goes, a 
ague officer, a Sessions Judge or an Educational Inspector may be denied 

austaction of receiving humble tokens of public appreciation . of their 
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' $4, ~ Private MacGurk, who shot three Natives with an air-gun, is yet to be 
peed PR soa _ tried [the case is since compounded.—EKd. 2.) ; so also 
. — , on oo Se Mr. Parker, who is reported to have behaved himself 
dike sinh saline Vicon. most disgracefully and seriously injured a young Native 

" Mahratia (7), 15th May, Woman by throwing her in the river. The British 
: : soldiers should have given us rest at least till these 
ugly cases were decided, But no. The latest case of brutal outrage on Natives 
by the British soldier is’ one hailing from Bengal, in which three soldiers 
deliberately murdered a Babu doctor in cold blood for the sake of—it is 
Impossible to say what. The tragedy has created a consternation throughout 
the town of Barrackpore. No one in Barrackpore thinks himself safe now 
that such a respectable doctor has been brutally murdered on’a thoroughfare 
within -a- hundred ‘yards of a police station. Are not these repeated outrages 
on Native life calculated to impress the Native mind very. unfavourably as 
to the attitude’ of Government with regard to these matters? Our reade 
ers: may remember that we were taken to task for simply saying that Gov- 
ernment showed stolid indifference in the matter. Three or four cases (inclu- 
ding the one decided by the Allahabad High Court in which some soldiers 
brutally assaulted a Native and shot him in a quarrel over a peacock be- 
longing to the deceased) of the usual type of Anglo-Indian rashness and 
_ brutality have since occurred, and shall we have hesitation to say that Govern- 
ment,:so far as we know with our limited sources of official information, have 
not done all they could to check occurrences of that kind? Ina, special article 
we dwelt on these accidental murder cases in a recent issue of our paper. We 
once more appeal to Government to take the matter into their- serious consi- 
* deration. Let them remember that’ they moved earth and heaven and inflicted 
the most writhing inflictions on the Poona people to avenge the murders of two 
of their officers. Have they not at least:a small fraction of the energy and zeal 
- shown in the Poona affairs for.the crying and most scandalous grievance of these 
outrages on Native life by British soldiers? Government have by this time to - 
confess that under the present rules and regulations they cannot successfully keep 
the soldiers from doing harm, Then why not make the said rulesand regula- 
tions more stringent ? The grievance has been as acute as plague, and if Gov- 
ernment goes in for “ stringent’? measures in the one case, why should not they 
go in for stringent measures in the other case also? If really the British soldier 
has become unmanageable, why not shackle him and impound him ‘as you 
do a horse? If the ordinary penalties and procedure fail to deter him from 
committing brutalities, why not amend thé criminal law as was done ‘to 
prevent Native editors from writing sedition? If the soldiers have proved 
themselves to be breakers of peace a hundred times, why not impose puni- 
tive police on particular regiments at their expense? So long as all these 
measures have not been taken, how can we help: saying that Government is 
showing indifference in the matter ?P | 


35. Referring to the same subject, the Indian Spectator observes :—Reports 
of ill-treatment of Natives and outrages on their per- 
M — Spectator (4), 15th song (by Europeans) may be read almost every week. 
iaied Apart from its wanton cruelty in itself, the conduct.of 
the soldiers and those who shield it under one excuse or another alienates the most 
loyal among the illiterate masses. They have come to believe that the life of the 
Native is of no account to the foreign Szrcar. It is a dangerous idea to run away 
with—dangerous to Government and to the Native community.’ We believe 
there is more danger in this idea getting abroad than in the entire programme 
of the Congress ventilated for halfa century. Even the trouble on our N.-W. 
Frontiers may sink into insignificance before an outburst of long pent up feeling 
caused by one of these occurrences that we so often hear of. Our struggle 
with Russia is a remote contingency. But every street emeute, or sparring on 
the railway station, between the European and the Native, carries with it the 
germs of a possible’ and, perhaps, immediate explosion, which friends of India 
and of England must strain every nerve toavertA 
- 836. Looking to the nature of the peaan> mage and the way in which they are 
set at nau y some Kuropeans, we cannot help re- 
ee ee marking that the laws are very beneficial to the whites 
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of the ruling TACO, Pec 5 the laws of India are. pinging apo Anglo-Indian, 
sojourners in ‘we. are: afraid. t the. ae ag given to 
Mc | baforchant ¢ at:in, violating any. — Of this coun hay make 
ves. liahle to oe Penal rescribed. ay: such. violation, £ they. had: 
ceived such a. w the many -instances of vag and mortification of 
ne yes atthe. hint, f Anglo-Indians would never have occurred. At any rate 
obvious. that im ae defy. the. laws of the, country and, donot care 
~ abi e by.them., Not a week. ee weshaauk some Hindu being wounded Ue by 
a, "furopean. In fact, the. prou eek ee have. become so infatuated that they, — 
perceive no distinction. between. a coolie and a high class ee le gen ntleman 
of. Native society. The Barrackpore tragedy confirms.us. in this belief, Our, 
rulers must. never. forget, that it is. "this insolent. conduct; of the. whites. that. is at 
the bottom. of the discontent among the. Natives and of the riots and Annas 
ances which take place i in the country. 


817. Murders of. Natives b British soldiers have almost become the 

hit Geeust Vis 18 order . the day. Not a month, passes without our 

18th 43 ming ee ae (18), hearing that some, unfortunate. brother bas. been shot 

or brutally. assaulted in one part or other of the_Empire 

by this. apparently privileged class. But the recent tragedy at Barrackpore 

surpasses all past occurrences of the kind, and exhibitsin all its nakedness the 

horrible fact. that the British soldier has come to regard Native life with as little 
concern as he feels for.the:hen or sheep killed for hiadinner, =. 


38. While commenting on, the Sétdra saluting incident, the Dhureen 
observes :—It is disgraceful that. such. ‘assaults should 

Comments on the alle Pee. be committed i in broad daylight under the British rule, 
ews fo Rerepha ng by and especially in the regime of a Liberal. Governor like 
 Diwureen (39), 19th May. His Excellency Lord..Sandhurst. But the, reason of - 


such assaults.is not far.to seek, If. Government had 


duly punished the Cantonment: Magistrate who assaulted. the editor, of the 


Sudarshan newspaper,of Ahmednagar. we would not, have witnessed the. present 
revised and enlarged edition of that assault. Will Goyesnmens awake at least 
now and enquire into this painful case ? | 


89. It is the boast of the British Government in sais that. its administrae 
i. tion is free from anything like oppression or unlaw- 
Grievances of Khots in the fulness, and this is indeed true in theory, though not 
a, 7 Lewags of the Ratné- in ‘practice. It is the peculiarity. of the English 
art hats Vi s), system of administration that actions the. most un- 
Shri Sayaji Vijaya (18), un 
14th May, Eng. cols. fair and unjust.are made .to wear,the gloss of legal 
sanction, and atrocity and rapine, unknown. even 
under the despotism of the most despotic rulers, are perpetrated under, the holy 
name of law. This may appear. paradoxical to our readers; but we beg them 
to bear with us awhile, as we hope presently to ‘illustrate our meaning by an 
example to their satisfaction. The paper then refers to. the alleged hardships 
of the Khots in the Devgad Téluka and says :—Oan sucha species of exaction 
and looting perpetrated i in the name of the law be found even under a despotic 
Government? But this is not all, The Khots appealed to the Government, of 
Bombay against this oppression. — That Government, however, took- about two 
years. to acknowledge receipt of the remonstrance, and five to reply to the 
éffect that though grounds for complaint existed, the evil cannot be remedied 
except by legate enactment, and. that. ‘the matter was under considera- 
tion. Is not t wonderful and does it not justify the paradox with which 
we set out? Still more wonderful is the fact that though the Bombay Govern- 
ment admit the existence of the hardship, they refuse even to postpone recovery 
of ‘the enhanced assessment pending the settlement of the difficulty through the 
of the legislature. It appears that the Khots have now a pealed to the 
ouse of Commons. We have no doubt that they will receive justice there ai 
‘last, especially as the matter is being ably agitated by vi ne, from which we 
rae ae red some of the details given above. 
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~ 40, Under a certain Government resolution recently issued, all District. 


es | Magistrates have been called upon to appoint Press 
« Sennen? oa ene Committees for their respective districts. The duty. 
ibtee for ‘éach district to Of each Press Committee is to read the newspapers 


scrutinise the writings con- published in its district and to report to Government 


tained in the newspapers any objectionable writings that: they~- might come 
rated mae (66), 19 y,  2cross. We learn -that such committees have already 
iy. 


been appointed in some districts. We do not know 


SnycbGaue whether one is appointed for Sétdéra. But the Huzur 
Deputy Collector has begun to subscribe to our paper and he has probably become 
a subscriber to the other papers also. We do not think these Press Committees. 
will do any good either to the journalists or to the public at large. So far as we. 
are’ able to learn, the:main duty of the Press Committees is to bring objection- 
able writings in the newspapers to the notice of the District Magistrates. This 
will, no doubt, avoid delay in prosecuting offending editors. But is it fair that 
Government should only show their anxiety to acquaint themselves with the 
Objectionable writings in the newspapers and take no steps to know the 
deplorable condition of the people, their hardships and grievances described in 


the newspapers ? We humbly entreat Government to vouchsafe an explanation © 


of this matter. 


41, The Press Committee at. Poona has not been appointed by Governe 
- seein tary Yee ment. The latter has. simply ordered the different 
“oC v (67), District Magistrates to watch the writings of the 
r newspapers in their respective jurisdictions and has 
left it to their discretion to entrust the work to their subordinates or to com- 
mittees appointed for the purpose. We have no doubt that the committees will 
be very useful if they set about doing their work properly and from good 
- motives; but as there is no guarantee that the committees will not harass the 
editors of newspapers unnecessarily, we request Government not to permit any 
police officer to be appointed on these committees. 


42. The Press Committee for Poona looks like the thin end of the wedge 
tes _° preparatory to the establishment of a censorship in 
Comments'on the appoint- yegpect of the Poona press, which takes the cake for 


prey tea . Press Committee strong and seditious language against Government. No 


115), 16th One can doubt the wisdom of appointing such a com- 
wie: tie oe Pe mittee in Poona, but one cannot help enquiring why 


Government should have two weights and two mea- 


sures in one presidency, If Government thought that the appointment of 
such a committee was an absolute necessity in Poona, it stands to reason that 
such committees should exist in all parts of the presidency where the press is 
more or less licentious. If the Poona press is generally of a licentious character, 
-some of the papers in Bombay as well as other places are the worst specimens of 
their kind, and in the absence of a censorship like the one established.in Poona 
there is no check placed over them. It is to be hoped that a similar committee 
will be appointed in Bombay to keep strict watch and ward over papers which 
do not understand the difference between liberty and license. | 


43, We are unaware of any legal power possessed by the Government 

) which would enable them to establish a press censor- 
Champion (2), 15th May. shin and therefore we must call this committee a 
- mysterious one. Can it be that some smart official has unearthed another old 
regulation which enables the Government to do this thing? Who knows? 
In the meanwhile we should advise our Poona contemporaries to be on their 
guard. Personally, however, we are inclined to think that Lord Sandhurst is 


sick of his Poona policy, and it is not likely that he will blunder into some 


fresh mistake. Still there are ‘those who would like to justify all that has been | 
done in regard to Poona, and we therefore strongly advise our friends not to 


ay 


give them an opportunity. But if it be true that there is to be such a 


committee, as is suggested in our local ‘dailies, we should advise Messrs, Bhide 


and Gokhale to have nothing to do with it. 
com 154—6— 
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44, Is it under the new law against sedition that the Government of 

Bombay have formed a Press Committee for Poona? 

Evidently not, to judge from the jurisdiction allowed 
— to the committee over the Vernacular and the Anglo- 
Vernacular papers only. It is a pity the Bombay Government do not explain 
what they are’about. The personnel of the committee seems to be equally 
inexplicable. ‘The City Magistrate as President and the Mamlatdar and the 
Police Inspector as principal members make a formidable parade of repressive 
authority against the unhappy wights of the press; and the throwing in 
of two old pensioners as non-official censors weighs the already too heavy scale 
down to the ground. We are not sure as to which of the members has the 
capacity to advise on public questions, though they may vie with one another 
in‘smelling sedition in every independent expression of opinion. And how are 
these gentlemen going to work? We confess we do not like the look of this 
Press Committee. It may prove unable always to reach the dishonest journalist 
while harassing and stultifying the honest. That is surely not what Government 
want. 


. Indian Syectator (4), 15th 
May. | 


45. The functions and modus operand: of the new Press Committee for 
Poona are still a mystery to us, but we do not think 
Manrtiie {t), 10h May it wonld be quite appropriate to call it, as some Anglo- 
Indian papers have done, a committee of censorship, Censorship in any shape 
is abhorrent to British ideas and will be resented. The committee, we think, 
can be more appropriately called a reporting or translating committee. The 
District Magistrate may appoint as many committees as he likes to assist him, 
but we are certainly sorry to see two worthy citizens like Raéo Bahadurs Bhide 
and Gokhale, who have earned their pensions by long and meritorious service, to 
be burdened with gratuitous and unpleasant work like this in their old days. 


46. It is not quite clear why Government should have found it necessary to 
sax apa appoint a special Press Committee for Poona and 
Mar Boe — cde oa that new advantage in the way of supervision is 
" : expected to be gained from the creation of that com- 
mittee which has not hitherto been secured or could not, with the issue 
of proper instructions, have been equally well secured with the aid of 
the Reporter on the Native Press. One of the functions, in fact, the chief 
function, of this officer is that of extracting for embodiment in his periodical 
report to Government criticisms on the Government and its measures appearing 
in the Native newspapers, and this is all Government need possess for adminis- 
trative purposes. The measure will naturally be unpopular with Native 
journalists, and has not been received with favour even by their European 
brethren, and after the public utterances of highly placed responsible Govern- 
ment officials in connection with the amendment of the Indian Penal Code, we 
need not be surprised at the reception that is being accorded to the new 
departure. 


47, We do not know how the newly appointed Press Committee of Poona 
is going to work. Perhaps its function will be to 
report to Government the substance of what appears 
in the local papers, But then there is the Native 
Press Reporter’s office which is already doing this work. Why then was the Poona 
Press Committee appointed in addition to the Reporter’s establishment? Hasthe 
Government lost its confidence in the latter? If Press Committees were to be - 
appointed in all districts like that at Poona, the wants of the people would be 
brought to the notice of Government and the prestige of the Native press would 
also be raised, and there would then be no necessity of the Reporter’s office. 


- Deshakellavartma'n (36), 
1fth May, | 


48, We are not aware ine law or even obsolete ido which would 
justify the imposition of a censorship of the press on 
cee keh tree Mey any part of the Indian Empire. It was distinctly 
promised by the gentlemen to whom we owe the new law of sedition, that 
- what they aimed at was not anything like age of the press, but only the 
Code, which, according to 


improvement of Section 124A of the Indian Pena 
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them, was not a model of clear drafting, N ow fancy the City Magistrate and 
the Police Inspector scanning for the purpose of reporting to Government the 


columns of ee in which their own vagaries may have been now and then. 


exposed. There is many an Inspector who enjoys nothing so much as to lord 
it over his betters, when he can do so with impunity. And what a life would 
the poor Poona editors have to live when they find themselves at the mercy of 
his class? It wassaid by Lord George Hamilton in the House of .Commons that. 
the new law of sedition was not to be turned to account for restraining the 
press, but for guiding it. Will not the Poona press find itself a good deal 
restrained with the vigilance committee on the watch to catch it tripping ? 
And speaking of guidance, what special qualifications can a City Magistrate 
and. City Inspector possess to guide in their own walk of life journalists 
_ who have grown grey in their profession? The whole thing is so supremely 
absurd, so positively ridiculous, so astonishingly: preposterous, that one cannot 
bring oneself for a single moment to believe that any Government. with its 
mental faculties well about it can lend itself to such a measure. Then, we 
are told that the city journalists have been asked to furnish copies of their issues 
to the committee. We are not told whether the same copies would be paid for, 
but it. would be only in keeping with the whole proceeding if they were not. 


49. The intention of Government may be good, and perhaps the com- 

: mittee may serve as a bureau of information. But 

ein tee Hast Indian (1), it does not appear that it will secure the end in view. 

: ie If the object is to check sedition, the law which has 

recently been amended is ample enough, assisted as it will be by the vigilance 

of the police. If it is meant to diffuse correct information, the choice of another 

and less obtrusive agency, which Government could easily secure, would be 

' preferable to a committee which will probably be considered a censorship of 

the press in an offensive sense, and which will, from the possibility of its being 
represented to be an engine of tyranny, tend to create disaffection. 


50, The newly appointed Press Committee for our city can never be a com- 
oe mittee of censorship over the' local vernacular and 
Kesori (64), 17th May. Anglo-Vernacular press. Censors were no doubt ap- 
ointed under the Act passed in Lord Lytton’s time, but the principle of that 
law has been distinctly repudiated both by Lord Elgin and the Honourable Mr. 
Chalmers, and must therefore be held to be repugnant to the new law of sedi- 
tion, The local Press Committee can thus only inform Government of the 
things that are discussed in the local press, There are many other agencies in 
existence doing this work and we fail to see why a new agency was brought 
into existence te do it. The popular complaint is not that the Government 
does not know the grievances of the people or the irregularities of its officers, 
“but that, having known them, it takes no steps to remedy the same with 


promptitude. 


51. A committee of officials and non-officials, with Mr, Kotval, First Class 

| Magistrate, as President, seems to have been appointed. 

Alleged appointment of a at Thana under the new Criminal Procedure Code to 

Press Committee for ao watch the tone of the local press. It is said that the 

aon (3), committee is to subscribe to all local newspapers and 

oe report upon whatever appears therein against the 

Government ; but since there is the Reporter on the Native Press, whose special 

duty it is to do this work, the functions of the committee must be different. 

It appears that the committee is to warn the editors whenever anything 

objectionable appears in the papers edited by them and to bind them over 

to good behaviour. If the committee is expected to do this work, it is verit- 
ably a committee of censorship. 

52, It is not the first time that we have been honoured with an invitation 

de 3 for aninterview with the District Magistrate of Poona, 

An interview between Mr. and we feel extremely thankful to Mr. Lamb for 

Lamb, District Magistrate, showing so much solicitude for what we write in our 


| er ev Bh Bons r of te papers. In fact Mr. Lamb expressly told us (if we 


-datter’s statement about Mr. may say so without breach of confidence) that the 


Kennedy, District Superin- Mahrdita and the Kesarz were specially watched by 
tendent of Police, having Government; and thatis, of course, as it ought to be. 


" abused Bala Bahob Natn soon “Why do we write at all, unless it be intended to attract 


- Mahrétta (7), 15th May. the notice of Government? Our complaint hitherto 
. has been that although the whole Native press might 


ee 


De Cee a et Tn Eee oD” Oe ae a 
ee ee ee 


. 
SAR = pets han Da pnt apo Bd edi Dane tit , eee ee ; 7 
, ' gs, tin Si ORK: x dies awe 
R x ? . Mg S “ ? . : . . . ingactor tes ee ei . 
= ere ie - ee . a PAE RE . sos Saoninetiaaainisdeinianiattiel 


July and alot of correspondence passed between him and 
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be | clamouring about a thing the Government turned a deaf ear to it, ‘The 
assurance, therefore, that everything we write is carefully marked by Govern- 


‘ment is, in one way, highly encouraging and will certainly stimulate us to do 
our duty of bringing the grievances of people to the notice of Government 


in an acceptable manner. ‘As we said, the conversation turned upon many 
subjects to which we do not wish to give | pigeons at present, but there was one 
topic which calls for immediate notice. t week, in our article on the Natus, 
we stated that Mr. Kennedy, Superintendent of Poona Police, “ took the 
opportunity to abuse the Natus before they were packed off.” Our statement 
was evidently based on an assertion made by Sardar B. R. Natu in his letter to 
the Bombay Government dated 28rd July 1897 and published in our last issue, 
Mr. Lamb appeared not to be aware of it and so we drew his attention to the 
correspondence when he asked us for our authority for the statement. Mr. Lamb 
wanted to know whether we had Verified Sardar Natu’s assertion, but as we had 
had no opportunity tosee the Sardar since his arrest on 28th July, we had to 
reply in the negative, but assured him at the same time that we had as yet no 
reason to believe that Sardar Natu would deliberately write a falsehood in a 
petition to Government the very next day after his imprisonment. The 
circumstances also are against such a supposition. Sardar Natu bore no. 
special grudge against Mr. Kennedy to bring a false charge against him. 
Besides, although Sardar Natu made the assertion so long ago as the 30th 
vernment for 
eight months afterwards, not a word is said by Government to contradict it. 
Does this not raise a presumption that it may be substantially true? We do not 
know whether it isa part of a policeman’s duty to abuse prisoners in his custody ; 
if it is, then certainly the Police Code ought to be amended at once. But the 
simple question is whether Mr. Kennedy abused the Natus or not.. It isa question 
of fact, not difficult to answer. Sardar Natu made the charge nine months 
ago; did’ Government make any enquiry about it or was Mr. Kennedy ever 
asked to contradict it? If they have moved in the matter, the result of their 
enquiry ought to be published in the interests of truth and justice ; if not, have 
they not failed in an important duty? We have every wish to be fair to 
Mr. Kennedy and shall gladly take back our statement if he is able to prove 
the falsehood of the charge. As Mr. Kennedy is going on furlough very soon, 
we think it highly desirable that he should be given an opportunity to deny the 
charge publicly. If this is not done, we shall certainly be entitled to believe 


tn Sardar Natu’s statement. 


53. There seenis to be considerable doubt as to whether or not the plague 
_ has broken out in Calcutta. But there seems to be 
_ The plague and the unrest no doubt as to the grave discontent in that city. No 
in Calcutta. ig et C , 
Ohanipion (2),15th-May, one in Calcutta wishes to coerce the people; on the 
contrary, a most conciliatory and statesmanlike attitude 
has been adopted. We are glad to notice that, with the exception of an 
insignificant minority, the cry of *a conspiracy behind the unrest’ has not been 
raised, although some few have shrieked out those ugly words, in spite of the 
utter groundlessness that there is, and has been (we should like to add), for 
such acry. And, as the Tribune pertinently observes, where is the Honourable 
Mr. Chalmers now? ‘He, foolish man, exclaimed that seditious journals were 
at the bottom of all the plague troubles; where are those seditious journals in 
Calcutta? The-press there has’supported the Government, and yet the unrest 
in that city appears to be more pronounced than ever it wasin Poona or in 
Bombay. We have on many occasions endeavoured to show that, were the 


| plague to break out in England, there are some towns there in which it would 


impossible to enforee plague regulations, as we understand them; and 
sneers come with ill grace from Anglo-Indians when, not fifty years ago in 
England, there were such things as cholera riots caused. by the peopie resisting 
sanitary measures. However, the old bad time is past, and our ‘stamping out’ 
fanatics have learnt a lot, which we hope they will not forget, although the 
learning of the lesson has caused much misery and loss of reputation. | 
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best of intentions to mitigate the sufferings of the people, the virulence of the 
disease is on the increase, If two years’ experience of plague has shown us ore 
thing more than another, it is that, do what we may, the disease will run its 
mysterious course and will not quit us save at its own sweet pleasure. Why 
then need Government and its committees go into hysterics about the enforce- 
ment of this measure and that measure? It may now be asked, why did the 
plague abate at Bombay when after the recent riots there many people were. 
openly nursing their relatives in their own houses and did not agree to their 
removal to hospitals? Does not the present policy pursued by the Government 
therefore look quite absurd? Let cleanliness be their only motto; and any 
rules, however strict, passed for keeping the city and its inhabitants clean are 
sure to be welcomed and treated with respect. } 


55. Now that the plague has reached the vanishing point, all quarantine 

and segregation may be abolished with advantage 

A request to abolish quaran- Theobject of quarantine being now attained, it is 
tine and sagrogetion. ior, Worse than useless to still saddle people with opera-. 

M bs _ thy ogy Ce); tions that greatly hinder all internal trade. To what 

gan, a world of inconvenience people in the mofussil have 


been put for the last four or five months, it is not very easy to gauge. 


56. We have several times brought to the notice of Government the 
: hardships and inconveniences which the travelling 
Gurduls (44), 19th May public have to endure in leaving a place where the 
_ plague is raging severely. These hardships are aggravated by Mr. DuBoulay’s 
ridiculous system of issuing passes. As the plague is now on the decline, it 
does not behove a justice-loving Government to continue the nuisance of quaran- 
_tine camps any longer and to starve trade. We hope that the detention camps 
in the mofussil will be abolished. [Some other papers of the week prefer a 
similar request for the abolition of land quarantine in the mofussil. | 


57. If the sum of 25 lakhs of rupees which was devoted to filling the 
pockets of European doctors and nurses had been 

Hemarks, 3 a plague employed in removing the filth of the city, the plague 
Te aat (44) "18th May. germs would have been killed long ago. The work of 
| cleansing the city was half-heartedly attended to, and 
by this neglect Government sent nearly a lakh of human beings to their last | 
account: We hope, in future at least, the Government will attend to the — 
sanitation of the city with more vigour and zeal and destroy the filth in our — 
gutters and by-lanes so as to guard the city against a future recrudescence of 


the plague. | 


U 


Grievances of persons leav- 68. The Akhbdi-e-Lslim complains that persons 
ing Bombay as regards their going out of Bombay and desirous of avoiding quaran- 
securing passes from the tine experience very great difficulties in obtaining the 


peg oA oe. © pre necessary passes from the Bombay Plague Committee, 


Acaitnations. . and that the passes, even after being secured with 
Akhbdr-e-Isla’m (120), 19th great difficulty, fail to secure to their holders exemp- 
May. tion from quarantine at the place of destination. 


59. Since we wrote last, a change for the better has evidently come over 
| . the aspect of affairs in Karachi. The number of 
Plague authorities in Karé- plague cases and deaths has begun to steadily go - 

So ap the down. Let us be all thankful to those who have so 

number of plague cases and Obly and disinterestedly worked to rid us of the 

deaths. pestilence. Their ways might not have been our ways ; 

~ Pheeniz (8), 18th May. there might have arisen differences and discord 

| _. between them and us from time to time. But let us 
give them credit for the unquestionable purity of their motives, their indefatigable 
devotion to the cause of suffering humanity, and invoke on their heads Heaven’s 
choicest blessings in abundance. 2) ) 


~°60.° On Wednesday last we were taken round to the hospitals by a. friend 
7 of ours who. has free access to these places. We were — 
_. Satisfaction expressed at really very much pleased with what we heard and — 
the arrangements in the saw, and we dare say the patients in the different 
Pep ette (8), 1dth May, ‘hospitals are. thoroughly satisfied’ with the ‘treat- 
pi ~~" nent they receive. We would advise every reader 


~ cow 154—7 


of our paper to send his friend or relation to hospital as soon as the first symp- 


a 
toms of plague manifest themselves, . 


. 


--61.- As the suggestion about compelling people living in the more in- ‘ 
fected parts of the city to vacate their premises first — 


Planet Committe to “ps emanated from us, we may tell the authorities that 


“ 


5 


sufficient watch over evacu- there is a general desire that sufficient watch should - 
ated houses to prevent the be kept over the vacated houses so as to prevent the - 


— of robberies and ggcurrence of robberies and thefts. Our experience 
efts. | 


the matter this year. Government isin a manner 


responsible for these thefts, and it ought to make the occurrence of such thefts | 


impossible in the future. 


62. <A correspondent writes :—Itis not rarely that one finds dead bodies of 
human beings lying on the roads or in the streets. I 
Dead bodies found on the saw two dead bodies, one of a Hindu Bania on Sunday 
: — galing ben seen gaed last and the other of a Muhammadan Mekrani on 
Fs due to the measure of Monday last, lying in the bed of the Lyari. The 
compulsory segregation. Bania had a razat thrown on his face with a charpoy 
Phania (8), \4th May. lying on him, evidencing that he must have been car- 
ried from his house and thrown there by or under 
instructions from his friends or relations. The dead body of the Mekrani was 
wrapped up in some gunny cloth; his wife and children were near him and she 
told me that the man had been brought from Magar Pir, The authorities are 
aware of more instances than fall within the personal knowledge of any single 
individual, and yet they: persist in thinking that the measures adopted by them 
are suited to the habits and modes of thought of the Native population. Do not 
the authorities know, when they get doors of houses opened and discover 
dead bodies of human beings, that the people have hoodwinked them in order to 
avoid segregation and its attendant hardships? Do not the authorities also 
know that in very many cases when a person is attacked by plague his relations 
leave the house, leaving a person or two to attend upon the sick ?P I amaware of 
many instances in iwhich this has been done, and the plague superintendents 
have also these facts brought to their knowledge, And yet the authorities per- 
sist in enforcing measures which, though very good on paper, have failed in their 
object, being unsuited to.the people, Will it therefore be weakness to admit 
that a change in the principles adopted by the authorities is absolutely neces- 
sary ?P 
63. We are glad 


The Plague Oommittee at 
Karachi and its partial adop- 
tion of. the suggestion to do 
away With the doolte used for 
removing plague patients to 
hospitals. 

Phaniz (8), 18th May. 


-Gujardt Mitra (107), 15th 
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“Phonia: (8), 14th May. last year ought to teach us how we are to proceed in - 
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of-the increase in the’ number of such offences of late and passed exemplary. . 
sentence on the accused. The “Ress hopes that the higher authorities will order 
the re-trial of Private MacGurk. | . 


Native States. 


66. <A correspondent, writing to the Kesari, says :—A Government resolu- . 
tion, issued ten or twelve months ago, lays down that 
the Political Agent is the final court of appeal for - 
the review of judicial decisions awarded in Native 
States. The judiciary in Native States is now-a-days 

much more improved than it was formerly, and my 

impression is that justice is better administered at 

present in Native States than even in the British territory. If the decisions of 

Judges in Native States had been liable to review by the High Courts, the 

superiority of the judicial administration of the Native States over that of British 

territory would have been borne testimony to by the High Court Judges. If 

thisis so, why should the final appeal from judicial decisions in Native States lie 

to the Political Agent, who is generally a military officer not versed in the nice 

subtleties of law? Government had better appoint a special tribunal consisting. 
of two or more experienced Judges to dispose of judicial appeals from Native 
States. The subject is important and ought to have received better attention from 
the Native press than it has. I trust that it will be vigorously agitated now at 
Jeast, both here and in England, till the attention of Government is drawn to the 
present anomalous state of things. : 


67. We request the Political Agent of Kathiawar to take steps to pre- 
| vent the heir-apparents of Native States from in- 


Power of final avpeal from 
judicial decisions in Native 

tates and a request to Gov- 
ernment in the matter, 

Kesari (54), 17th May. 


Request to the Political 
Agent, Kithidwar, to prevent 
heir-apparents of Native 
States from incurring debts. 

Ka'thia’wa'dno Himayats 
(144), 15th May. 


curring heavy debts, as several instances of this kind | 
have recently come to light. We hear that Prince 
Ajitsinhji, heir-apparent of the Dhrangadra State in 
Kathiawar, has incurred a debt of 5 lakhs of rupees. 
We do not think that he will be able to pay off his 
liabilities before ascending the gddz. 


68. The Bombay Government acted wisely in abolishing the detention 


Disapproval of the imposi- 


tion of the detention camp at 


Wadhwan in Kathidwar. 


Deshabhakta (106), 19th 
May. | 


tical Agent of Kéthi4w 


camps at Anand and Bandora on the recommendation 
of the Native press. The plague is at present on the . 
decline and is expected in course of time to be utterly 
extinct. But while the Bombay Government has 
thought it proper to abolish quarantine under such 
circumstances, we are surprised to find that the Poli- 
4r is pursuing a different policy. Detention is still 


enforced at Wadhwan on almost all arrivals irrespective of their coming from 
an infected or an uninfected place. How, can it be just to detain persons 


- coming 


from uninfected places? We trust the Political Agent, Kdthiawar, 


will give his attention to the matter. 
Intelligence extracted from the Press. 
69. A correspondent, writing to the Gurdkhi, says:—A thanksgiving 


A thanksgiving gathering 
at Agdshi in the Thana Dis- 
trict in connection with 
the release of the Natu 
brothers. 

‘Gurakhi (44), 18th May. 


gathering of the gentry of Agdshiin the Bassein 
T4luka of the Thina District was held at the house 
of Dr. Karve to express the joy of the inhabitants of 
this place at the release of the Natus and to thank 
His Excellency Lord Sandhurst for having liberated 
them. A mythological reading was given, which. 


lasted over an hour anda half. After the distribution of pan and atiar the 


company dispersed. 


70. A correspondent, writing from Sétéra, says :—The European officers 


Alleged assault committed 
by Mr. James, a European 
officer on plague duty at 
Satara, on one Mr. Kadam. 

Mohratia (7), 1dth 
May. Hee : 


on plague duty here seem determined.to give you 
hardly “ breathing space.”’ I had scarcely time enough 
to say the last word~on the Rowecroft assault case, 
when another “ forceful Britisher ’’ comes in to take 
his place in the gallant list. This time it is the turn — 


-of Mr. James. On the morning of the 8th instant a 
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complaint was put into the hands of the Chief Plague 
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authority by one Lakshman Ramkrishna Kadam, teacher in a vernacular school, 
on plague ae! in the Karanja ward, — Mr. James for assault. The facts . 
appear to be these :—In the evening of the 7th instanf, Mr. James drove. to 

nja and asked the complainant to show him some house, which he apparently 
wanted to inspect. The house was situated in a by-lane, to which the Saheb 
was directed by Mr. Kadam; The Saheb, aggrieved perbaps at his own igno- 
rance, got down from the tonga and gave the man ‘a severe blow on his calf 
with the so¢a (big bamboo stick) in his hand. I leave it to you tosay what to 
think of this conduct, People are, however, sorry that Mr. Winchester is not 
here to deal with such cases. He had given positive proof of his way of thinking 
in & couple of cases of the kind which were taken up to him. These incidents 
are making the citizens most reluctant to do plague work with divisional officers 
as volunteers or even as paid servants. ao Ss 


71. A correspondent gives the following account of a riot which occurred at 
Savli,a village iu the Baroda State, on the 21st April: — 
Plague riot at Sévliin the Qn the 21st ultimo, Mrs. Mankuvarbai, a plague 
“au pened Vijaya (18), DUrRe, when engaged in examining a patient in the 
14th Me. ge Vyaye CS): observation camp in this village, was approached by 
: some Brahmins, numbering nearly a hundred, who in 
a threatening tone insisted on her leaving the camp. The nurse was frightened, 
and somehow effecting her escape from the camp returned home and reported 
the matter to the Fouzdar and the Assistant Plague Commissioner. ' The 
Plague Commissioner and others arriving on-the scene found that the mob 
was gaining in strength. Being pelted by the mob with brickbats and stones. 
they sought refuge inan adjoining building and fastened the doors from inside. 
The insurgents attempted to obtain entry into the building by climbing on to the 
roof of it. The inmates of the observation camp and the hospital were turned. 
out, the furniture was broken to pieces, and the sheds built for the accommoda- 
tion of patients were burnt down. Fifty-eight of the rioters have been arrested 
and their trial is in progress from the 5th instant. 7 = 


72. Another correspondent of the same paper writes that a dispute having 
arisen between the inhabitants of Pilvai (a village in 
Riot at Pilvai in the Vijé- Vij&pur Taluka of the Baroda State) and the Gaikwari 


ort gested = Poe officials about the land assessment of that village, a 


si lasid emiienliaanih riot took.place there. The correspondent says that 
Shri Saydji Vijaya (18), 14th on the villagers showing fight and wounding the 
May. - senior police officer, the military were immediately sent 


_ for from Baroda, who, on their arrival, succeeded in 
restoring tranquillity tothe village. The troops at present are lying encamped 
in the vicinity of the village to guard against any outbreak of disorder on the 
part of the villagers, 


73. ‘The Hitechchhu, referring to the same disturbance, observes that if 

| the Rajput inhabitants of Pilvai do not amicably settle 

Hitechehiu (138), 19th May. ¢hoiy differences with the State authorities, the para- 

mount power will have to interfere in the matter. ‘The paper in this connection 

asks the villagers as-well as the State authorities to bear in mind the fable of the 
monkey and the two cats and to make up their differences amicably, — 


B, V. JOSHI, 
Acting Reporter on the Native Press. 


Office of the Reporter on the Native Press, 
New Secretariat, Bombay, 23rd May 1898. 
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Notes.—A. . The notices from the different N ewspapers have been collected in the Report under different heads 
which are printed in italics. 
B. The names of Newspapers are printed ‘in the margin of the Report in italics, and the number of the News 
paper in the above list is printed in brackets after the name, | 
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The system of spelli 
Official Spelling List of the Bom 
er 4) is the last letter of a word, the accent is 


vernacular words followed b : 
y phere A One peculiar feature of this system is that wnen the long 
eft out, and the short a(H] = wu in gun) is, to prevent 


the Reporter is the same as that adopted in the 


(a Sf 


confusion, 


never placed at the end of a word, This rule has been strictly followed, except that when the short a appears to be 
absolutely necessary to complete the pronunciation of a word, asin Arunodaya or the well-known Mitra, 


with a mark over it to indicate that it is short, thus—-d, 3 
D. The figures giving the circulation or number of copies published (of each newspaper and pe 


it is printed 
ricvdical as 


furnished by the proprietor, are not guaranteed as accurate, and in some instances myst be regarded with o ution, 


7 
Politics and the Public Administration. 


1, Taken all in all, Mr. Gladstone’s was probably the most remark- 
able personality of modern times, Statesman, scholar, 
Death of Mr.W.E. Glad- financier, theologian, he held a commanding position. 
ge Spectator (4), 22nd. in the civilised world for over half the century. In 
May, cere each of these lines he would have shone a bright 
od a _.... particular star, The combined effulgénce of his career. 
will remain long unsurpassed by any galaxy of great names. : 


2. Besides being a great statesman, Mr. Gladstone was also. a great, 
“Makrétta (7), 22nd May. SC0lar anda great philanthropist. His scholarship 


in Greek was unrivalled. His researches in the. field. 
of Greek poetic literature and his controversies on the subject of religion. 
would have made him immortal even if he had not been a statesman at all, His. 
detestation of tyranny and his sympathy with the weak and the oppressed 
marked him out as a friend of the whole mankind. The services that he. 
rendered to his country were most valuable: He was very properly the uncrowned, 
king of ‘the English democracy, which must ever remain grateful to him for the 
permanency and strength given to it by his loyal attachment to its principles 
to the end of his life, Mr. Gladstone may not be called the greatest statesman - 
of the century if we judge him by the Machiavelian standard. He was far too 
moral and scrupulous to aspire to that honour. England is proud of Mr. 
Gladstone; India is not léss proud of him, though she may feel regret that 
he could not take her up under his protection. If India has to make any 
- prayer to God, it must always be to give her a champion like the one that has 
- Just departed this world and left behind him a trail of beneficent glory. a 


3. There can be no question that Gladstone will figure in British history. 
4 as the greatest figure of the Victorian age; for, from 

_ Champion (2), 22nd May. —_ the time of his first speech in the House of Commons, 
which was a speech in defence of the owners of slaves, until the memorable day, 
but a very short while ago, when he warned his countrymen against the 
irresponsible power of the House of Peers, there has been no man who has 
excited more passionate interest than he. And what a career it is that has just 
closed! In the beginning the young aristocrat—refined, scholarly and ex: 
clusive—the hope of the privileged class; at the end, the adored leader of the 
democratic mass—enthusiastic, eloquent and the darling of the people. When- 
ever he was assured that a people suffered, he championed their cause, and 
championed it so effectively that succour reached them. In him, too, India had 
a friend. He was one of the few eminent statesmen who recognised that this 
country should not bear the whole cost of defending the brightest jewel in 
the British Empire, and he gave Indians a practical illustration of that belief, 
Perhaps Gladstone did not devote the attention to India that he should have 
done, but probably India is herself to blame in this—she did not force herself 
upon his attention ; when he did have an opportunity of doing an act of justice 
to this country, he grasped it and we should not grumble. Gladstone’s pas- 
sions in life were to right a wrong, to satisfy a popular aspiration, but he first 
uired proof that the wrong was there, that the aspiration existed. However, 
all this is history now, and Gladstone has passed to rest. The English nation 
have to realize that the man they loved and worshipped is no longer with them, 
and their loss is great indeed. ‘l'o-day men of his type are wanted—never were 
they so much wanted—and the prayer of all honest men should be that the 
example of his life will still serve as a beacon to guide them into the paths of 


national rectitude and righteousness. 


4, The ‘greatest Englishman of the day is dead.. Whatever his errors or 
fs defects may be, there is no room for two opinions as 
Rast Goftér (115), 22nd 4, hig colossal and many-sided intellect, and the 

co lee at phenomenal activity which he employed in a variety 
of fields. Statesman, scholar, theologian, orator, debator—he was all these 
rolled into one. . In him there was a combination of the man of action and the 
man of speculation. Indian politicians adore and deify him as the champion 

of liberty and the redresser of national wrongs. ane 
con 165—3 
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5. The sufferings. of the illustrious Liberal statesman have ended, and 
a + with them has closed a most remarkable life. In him 
pee viarttt (106), 22nd May, the Liberal party has lost a leader whose place it has 
ees hi not yet been possible to fill, Great Britain a states- 
man who has played a ionger and more honourable ré/e in her domestic and 
foreign politics than any other, India a generous and sympathetic well-wisher, 
and the world one of the greatest, if not the greatest, men that have brilliantl 
acted upon its theatre and largely contributed to the progress of mankind. - It 
is not every age that can produce a Gladstone. He was perhaps the best efflo- 
rescence of the Victorian era. Blessed with a colossal and most versatile intellect, 
an iron physical constitution, he dedicated all the marvellous resources of his 
head and heart to the service of his country and to the cause of the weak and 
oppressed races. He has claims on India’s gratitude, because he insisted and 
relied upon the same moral power in the administration of this country, and not 
upon swords and bayonets and other embodiments of bruteforce. India sincerely 
joins in the universal mourning and regret for the demise of the illustrious 
statesman, and fervently prays for the fruition of the glorious principles which 
he preached and illustrated in his noble life. 


~ 6, William Edward Gladstone is no more, Born with the beginning 
ae = ns of the century, he dies almost at its very close, a loss 
PI ng al (112), 22nd +> Christendom and a loss to humanity at large, 
ee Never, perhaps, in the whole history of England has 
there flourished a statesman. of his genius and versatality of talents, his com. 
manding, ray magnetic, influence, his unselfish patriotism, his private and 
social virtues, and above all his high moral principles. All these combined to 
achieve for him in the glorious roll of British statesmen a position which, it. 
may be said without hesitation, is unique. He dies with the lamentations not 
only of an empire, mighty as it is, but of the entire human race, whom he had 
for years drawn towards himself by his singular magnetic influence. Sorrow, 
sincere sorrow, must darken each hamlet and hall in England and the greater 
—e beyond the seas, including India, for “the last great Englishman 
is low.” | : Pes 


7. The Hindi Punch gives gman of ae “steeped in mourn- 
ee ing’? and observes :—With prayer on his lips and 
May En hd = (109), 24nd calm contentment in ‘his hens’, one of England’s 
Paes greatest statesmen has just passed away. The end, 
for which the world had been preparing for weeks past, has come slowly, and, to 
our deep regret, somewhat painfully. Mr. W. E, Gladstone—England’s glor 
and pride—is no more. But if the resplendent sun is set, the light he has left 
behind him lingers and will endure till time endures. The golden threads. of 
his long and useful life are closely interwoven with the social, political, literary, 
religious and moral history of England of the last sixty years, and the influence 
he has exercised, the power he has wielded, and the mark he has left will be 
permanent and widespread. 3 28 | 
8. Among the many messages of condolence received by Mr. Gladstone’s 
Rear ewe gree family the one from the Ozar attracts our special 
May a’r-e-Isla'm (120), 23rd notice, because Mr, Gladstone always co-operated with 
aa the Czar in the latter’s attempt to crush the Sultan © 
of Turkey. Excepting this defect in it, Mr. Gladstone’s career, both public and 
private, may be described as splendid and exemplary. [Almost all the -news- 
papers of the week pay a flattering tribute of praise to the high mental and 
moral qualities of the deceased statesman and refer with pride and admiration 
to his splendid life-work. | 


-» 9. Mr, Chamberlain’s bellicose speech at Birmingham is dangerously 
pie CEA Be - Indiscreet, and it is still a mystery how a cabinet 
-Comments on the Honour- member of his rank and position allowed himself to 
pal aha sane see ‘srecent indulge in sentiments so fatal to the continuance of 
"Gujarati (106), 22nd May, 00d understanding between England and Russia and 
Eng.cols. = + = ~=~=—=~— to:« the _peace of the civilized world. The political 

atmosphere, with all the clouds that now and then 


oe i darken the horizon, has been on the. whole clear, and except that Russian diplomacy 


9 
has by resorting to barefaced duplicity got the better of her European riyals in 
the raid upon the Chinese dominion, there is nothing which makes it incumbent 
upon England to take up arms against Russia. It would at any time be a danger- 
gus game for an. English politician in the front rank to breathe fire and sword in. 
his public utterances. Mr. Chamberlain’s new manifesto was such a sudden 
bolt from the blue as to take by surprise even those of us who are not directly 
interested in European politics, But when he defiantly talks of a war with 
Russia, even the people of India cannot afford to remain indifferent to his fire-— 
brand address. If this Radical-Tory politician had his own way, he would be 
prepared to provoke a war with Russia. But he declares that England is not 
prepared for this mortal conflict, and would therefore form an Anglo-Saxon 
alliance with America with this avowed object in view. We scarcely think that 
Mr. Chamberlain has in the least enhanced his reputation for statesmanship by 
proclaiming from the housetops England’s desire to fight with Russia and at 
the same time her inability or unpreparedness to meet her foe without a strong 
ally. He is well-known for his irrepressible personal ambition. But we are 
afraid his latest bid for popularity can only end in a huge failure and bitter | 
disappointment. He has utterly failed to comprehend the existing situation 
and the full significance of the words he has uttered. 


10. Very little attention seems to have been paid by our contemporaries 

to the serious bread riots which have been spreading 

Agrarian riots in Italyand in all parts of Italy for some time past. Italy in 
a suggestion to the Indian reality’ is suffering most grievously from economic 
Kaiser-e-Hind (112), 22na e@Vils which have no small analogy in India. The 
May, Eng. cols. — ~- Impoverishment of the peasantry is the principal 
: cause of the riots. This miserable population has to 
bear the burden of very heavy taxation indeed. The cost of the vast standing 
army eats away the vitalsof the poor people. The Government is heedless, while 
the administration is more or less corrupt. Thus political and economic causes 
have combined to make Italy a seething volcano, and it is impossible to forecast 
what may be her fate in the near future. “Have the rulers of India no 
lessons to learn from the events now happening in Italy? Since the great famine 
of 1877-78 many have been the warnings given to our Government touching 
the peril arising from the growing impoverishment of the agriculturists. The 
burdensome land revenue assessments, almost of arack-renting character, instead 
of diminishing, are vastly on the increase, as the reports of survey and revenue 
assessments in the different provinces, save Bengal, clearly show. On the other 
hand, the appalling growth of military expenditure and the increasing home 
charges, entailing the most. burdensome sterling remittances, are no insigni- 
ficant elements of the grievous economic situation. This is the skeleton of 
skeletons in the administrative cupboard of India of which the rulers are 


mortally afraid. — 


11. Until the departure of Lord Ripon the Europeans were respected: and 
revered in India by the Natives; but from the time 
Alleged want of good feeling of Lord Dufferin there came a change over the 
— Natives and Huro- ministration, _— has caused the Europeans to be 
a o9.q hated and cursed by the Natives. There area few 
‘ar yee Europeans like Sir Antony MacDonnell who are very 
_ popular with the Natives, but the Europeans as a class 
are disliked because they are wanting in sympathy with the people of this country. 
‘The Europeansin general look upon the Natives as their antagonists because the 
latter hold political congresses, agitate for simultaneous Civil Service Examina- 
tions in England and India, become members of Legislative Councils, and ask 
interpellations and criticize the measures of Government. Knowing that they have 
not to live among the Natives, the Europeans are indifferent to the well-being of 
the latter. They have of late adopted a repressive and retrograde policy towards 
the Native press and the educational institutions in the land. For the reputation 
of the British Government and for preserving contentment among the people of 
India a speedy change in the present system of administration is imperatively 
necessary. The bureaucratic tendencies of the officials must be sternly put down — 
and the ‘Natives admitted to an enlarged share in the work of administration. 


10 


12. The Hindi | Punch Pives a eartoon entitled 6 The Sacrifiee.—P oor 
Thing!!!’ in which Lord Elgin, dressed a8 a priest, is 


~- New law of sedition said to represented. as dragging a calf (Liberty of speech and. 
be fatal to the liberty of writing) for being sacrificed at the altar of distrust. A 


Peindt Punch (10 *y, oon large knife marked New Law of Sedition is to be seen 


May. néar the calf. The editor appends by way of an explana- 
: tion of the cartoon the following. Reuter’s telegram from 
London, May 1898 :—In the House of Commons last night, in reply to a question, 


Tord George Hamilton said that he declined to advise the Crown to disallow the 


amendments passed by the Indian Legislative Council to the Indian Penal Code, 
the Criminal Procedure Code and the Post Offi ce Acts. 


13. The prospects of the next monsoon, according to the reports of the 
Government Meteorological Reporter, not being, very 

Suggestion to Government Cheering, it behoves the grain merchants as well as 
to stop the export of food the Government to take timely steps from now to 


grains on account of thefears preven rain famine next year. The former are 
entertained about the next Pp event a6 . f ye 


ented busy making large profits by sending out grain exports 


to European countries in large quantities. It will be 

oth Me, 5 ery FB difficult ge import grain from foreign countries in 

(40), 26th May. case of a grain famine next year. Would it not 

be wise, therefore, to prevent exports of grain to other 

countries: from now lest the food-stocks of the country might be found to be 

unduly depleted to meet the stress of famine? [The Dnydn Prakdsh expresses 
similar sentiments. ] | : 


14, The Birthday honours list is as meagre and disappointing as ever. 
The Bombay Presidency seems to have been most 


Comments on the Birthday neglected by the authorities except in the case of two 


honours. 


Rast Goftér (115), 22na OF three officials, who have done some good service to 


May, Eng. cols. the country. We are glad that our whilom masterful 


Secretary to Government, who is at. present the shining’ 
light of the India Office, has been honoured with a K.O.S8.1. Though hasty 


and impetuous at times, Mr. Lee-Warner has proved himself to be one of the 


ablest and most zealous officers of Government, and the honour has come none 
too soon to him. The entire Native community of this presidency will heartily 


congratulate His Highness the Aga Khan upon his being made a Knight Com- 
mander of the Indian Empire. Mr. P. C. H. Snow, our popular and worthy 
Munici pal Commissioner, gets a C.I.E. for the manly and bold fight he has 
miade against the plague amidst various difficulties. No other Bombay man 
seems to lave been found fit to be the recipient of the higher honours. ‘There 
are, however, some new Khan Bahadurs and Rao Bahadurs to be found in the 
list who have got the honour for their services during the plague, and we wish 
them all joy of such honours. | 


15. We are sincerely glad to see that Government have shown their 
eae erg appreciation of the work done by some of the citizens 
i os (9), 23rd of” our city during the time of plague. Messrs, 
VY, Ung. Coils, : a 
7 Baburao Omkar and Balaji Gangadhar Sathe are 
honoured with the title of Rao Bahadur. We sincerely congratulate these 
gentlemen upon being the recipients of this honour deservedly conferred upon 
them. Both these gentlemen worked very hard and were most helpful both to 
Government and to the people. Amongst the gentlemen of Bombay we see the 


names of Messrs, Narayan Trimbak Vaidya and Ghanashyam Nilkanth Nadkarni. — 


The first-named gentleman was known to be the soul of the Hindu Hospital 
movement of that city and everybody will be glad to see that his services 
during the plague have not gone unrewarded. | | 


16. The Birthday honours list shows no departure from the usual 
practice of bestowing the bulk of the honours and 

ane aa Some cha'e 125), titles upon high Euro pean officials and Native Chiefs. 
(129), 93rd May. ==“ We congratulate the Khojas on the distinction of 
1 ut anaes _ &K.C.LE, conferred on His Highness the Aga Khan. 
etus,in passing, request the worthy spiritual head of the Khoja-community 
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to devote more attention to public matters than to out-door sports. As fe- 


ards the distinction of K.C.8.I. conferred on Mr. Lee-Warner and Mr. Plow- 

en, suffice it to say that their policy did not meet with the approval of the 
Native public. -Mr, Snow, the successful Municipal Commissioner of this 
city, gets a well deserved C.I.E. As regards other recipients of high honours 
we are not in‘a position. to offer any remarks, The public heartily welcome 
the public recognition of the services of several personsin dealing with the 
plague by the bestowal upon them of minor distinctions. Itis to be hoped 
that these persons will render still greater services to the public in future and 
earn higher honours tothemselves. [The Jdém-e-Jamshed regrets the preponder- 
ance of the official element in the honours list, and observes that it isa pity 
that not a single non-official gentleman was deemed worthy enough of a OSL 
The paper approves of the bestowal of minor distinctions on Native gentlemen, 
and remarks that more care seems to have been bestowed on the distribution : of 
these distinctions than usual. ] | | : . 


17. The Broach Samachar jocularly points out an alleged mistake in the 
ae anos Toate ee Birthday honours list by saying that the title of Rao 
ag rgipaaaaliaaatad (104), Bahadur seems to have been bestowed a second time 
7 on Rao Bahadur Chunilal Venilal, C.L.E., of that city. 


18. As time goes and the feelings of the hour cool down, we trust the 
Su ovestion to either repeal 2 Uthorities and the public will take up seriously the 
Regulation. XXV_ of “Tgg7 question whether the retention on our statute book 
or to limit the powers con- Of 80 extra-judicial a law as Regulation XXV of 
ferred on the authorities by 1827 is consonant with the character of a civilized, 
that regulation. g7, humane and progressive Government. Not that we 
—" Spectator (4), 42nd #44) to see the soundness of the proposition that the 
“ State should be, in times of emergency, able to put 
under restraint such persons as it considers it peremptorily necessary to restrain, 
even without the formality of a charge or trial, as the only means to prevent 
internal commotion. But the seriousness of the procedure, the effect it pro- 
duces on the minds of the populace at large, the temptations it places before the 
executive, ought never to be lost sight of, If such powers must exist, they 
must be limited and guarded against in every possible way. Nor should they 
be exercised as regards ordinary subjects, nor in ordinary times. The more 
settled and stronger a Government is, the lesser ought to be the need for it to’ 
proceed extra-judicially against ordinary subjects. The term “State prisoner ” 
connotes that the man so called is worthy of being considered an opponent, 
worthy of being recognized as something like a rival of the State. People can 


well understand a ruling Gaikwad or a Wahabi leader being made a State 


prisoner. But it looks almost ludicrous for the mighty British Government 
to treat non-ruling Sardars like the Natus as “State prisoners ”’ likely to pro- 
duce *‘ internal commotion.”’ ) , 


19. It is difficult to describe the joy felt by the assembled Darbaris on 
listening to the speech of the Honourable Mr. Crowe 
‘Comments on the. — at the recent Birthday Darbar in Poona. The impres- 
"ae leak Gr te sion produced on the public mind by it is the reverse of 
Sardars in the Deccan, atthe that produced by the speech desivered by Mr.. Lamb 
last Birthday Darbar in on the 28th of June 1897 in the hall of the Technical 
Poona. 6a taht Institute. A great load seems to have been taken off 
oe aided eae the hearts of the people. From the extract published 
é 0 by us in our last issue from India it is quite clear that 
Mr. Lamb never believed in the existence of a political conspiracy in Poona, 
It follows, therefore, that the speech delivered on the 28th was not Mr. Lamb’s 
own. It was, we may safely say, a faithful echo of the then Government view 
of Poona aftairs.- Mr. Crowe in his Darbar speech flatly repudiates’ the belief 
in the existence of any political conspiracy in Poona. We wonder whether he is | 
here echoing the present belief of Government. If he is, what a good thing 
would it be! Se _— i ones 
90. The Jdm-e-Jamshed praises the honesty and straightforwardness of 
| | the Honourable Mr. Crowe in telling the Sardars of 
Jém-e-Jamshed (189), 26th +h Deccan in open Darbar that the trial of Chape- 
i eras _ kar did not supply. him witi any grounds for be- 
con 165—4 
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lieying inthe existence. of any sort of conspiracy in Poona to accomplish the 
astly murders of the Jubilee night. The paper hopes that other ,Anglo- 
Indians will, on a perusal of the Honourable Mr. Crowe's speech, banish front 
their minds all suspicions about the loyalty of educated Natives, and that. Mr, 
Lamb would perceive the injustice of his attack upon that class and would seize, 

a favourable opportunity to make amends to them at an early date. 


21, The Bombay Samachar also refers with approval to that portion of 
| a a ae the speech of the Honourable Mr. Crowe which 
Pag se Saméchér (125), yelates to the Poona tragedy, and requests Government 
. _ tobe good enough now to withdraw the additional police _ 
from Poona and to cancel the resolution throwing the cost of it upon the 
Poonaites and also to release the Maratha editors at present in jail. By doing 
go, the paper says, the Government would be raising themselves in public 
estimation. eo. 


” 92. While replying to Sir W. Wedderburn’s questions in Parliament 
touching the imposition of an additional police on 
Responsibility of imposing Poona and the opinions expressed by the District 
city . ira a police on the Magistrate of erm ger ag cms ney Ms D., 
or (64). 94th May, Upon the advisability of the measure, Lord George 
a Aiearé (64), Sith Mey. ei cafiton ‘eald thit the ‘epouslbillty ‘of the iissmre 
rested solely with the Bombay Government, that he himself had approved of 
their decision, that he knew nothing of any correspondence that might have 
passed between that Government and its subordinate officers on the subject, 
and that he was not prepared to place that correspondence upon the table 
of the House of Commons. As the Secretary of State has thrown the re- 
sponsibility of imposing the force solely upon the Bombay Government and 
(partly) assumed it himself, Mr. Lamb, our District Magistrate, is in no way to 
blame in the matter. As Lord George Hamilton has now indirectly admitted 
that Mr. Lamb was against imposing the additional police in Poona, it is clear 
that the monitory speech which he addressed to the Poona citizens soon after 
the Jubilee murders was not his own. Ifthe organisation which now exists for 
supplying the press with authentic information had then been in existence, 
Mr. Lamb would certainly have been spared the volley of much unnecessary 
popular abuse poured upon him. an 


23. It appears from the information published in the last issue of India 
that the Collector of Poona as well as the Divi- 
Cost of the additional sional Commissioner were against the imposition 
a hee (47), 21st of an additional police on Poona. Both were confi. 
sien dent that no political conspiracy existed in Poona. 
If this be so, would it not be pure injustice if Govern- 
ment were to saddle the city of Poona with the cost of the additional police ? 
We hope the question will be duly discussed in Parliament.and the burden of 
bearing the cost of the force thrown on the proper shoulders. We humbly think 
that the cost should in justice be recovered from those who persisted in imposing 
the force. ) | Z 


24. The Poona policy of Lord Sandhurst’s Government seems destined to 

Shri Saya'ji Vijaya (116) in His Lordship’s reputation as a Liberal British 
obi May gtd owes’ statesman. As all the world knew at the time, and as 
Liieces : the course of subsequent events has established beyond. 
all doubt, the imposition of additional police on Poona was a leap taken in the | 

. dark by a panic-stricken Government, and there can be no sense or reason in 
_ persisting in a step the injustice and impropriety of which are too apparent. 
Yet the Government of Bombay does not seem prepared to undo the wrong it 
shas inflicted on an innocent community. The reason assigned by the Secretary 
of State for continuing the expensive police in Poona is of a piece with the rest 
of the recent doings of the Bombay Government, and does very little credit to 
His Lordship’s statesmanship or sense of justice. There is no valid reason why 


tional, police force under a promise to maintain it for a definite period. If 
ernment made a mistake, it ought to suffer for it and not the city of © 
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Poona. The least that the Government can do under the peculiar circumstaticés: 
of the case would be to distribute the force elsewhere and pay for it out of the: 

. general funds. ‘lis step, no doubt, involves the unjust. burdening of the pedples 
ut it is better that the burden should be distributed over a large area thaw 

that it should be allowed to crush down the alréady over-burdened town. = 


25, The public in India will doubtless appreciate the sense of fair-play 
| and justice which His Excellency Lord Sandhurst’s 
Comments on the release Government have shown, even though tardily, by 
* bog pobrirataay releasing the Natu brothers. There are certain. 
pectator (4), 22nd ‘ . ee 
May. errors of which a timely and generous amendment 
ow confers even greater glory than would be -obtained 
were the errors never committed. The Natu affair was, we suppose, an error 
of this kind; and it must have been an error which had its justification 
when it wag committed, and whichonly now has been found to be one which 
should not be allowed to be persisted in. It is an official secret whether Lord 
Sandhurst was personally responsible in the matter. But that the respon- 
sibility of the release of the Natus is Lord Sandaurst’s, and that the credit 
of it is due to his Government mainly, there can be little doubt about. 
It would have been a blot on the prestige of England had the scandal 
of keeping in jail, for an indefinite period, men against whom no charge could 
be publicly made, been allowed to continue unremedied, universal protests not- 
withstanding. 


26. The Natu brothers may very well ask themselves “ Where are we?” 
: What is their status at present? Are they State 
Mahraita (7), 22nd May. — viconers still or are they free men? This is the quese 
tion that is being asked by every one, and nobody seems able to answer it 
satisfactorily. The Natus are said to have heen released and yet they are 
under restraint. ‘I'hey are neither in prison nor out of it, neither in heaven nor 
in hell, Where are they then? Their present. position is certainly anomalous 
and cannot last long. It has neither authority nor precedent to justify it. It 
may even be questioned whether it is legal under the famous regulation under 
which the Natus were so long detained. ' It is difficult to believe that Govern- 
ment will deiiberately commit an illegality, and yet, as is clear, the imposition 
of conditions such as those reported is not sanctioned by the. regulation. Of 
course we can say nothing definite until the actual order is before us, and we 
must therefore suspend our judgment for the present. We only hope that the 
Government, in their anxiety to get outof one error, have not fallen into 
another. | 


27. A correspondent writes :—The Natus cannot be a little bit guilty and 
Champion (2), 22nd Ma a little bit innocent. They are either guilty, in which 
| GBampron hy en “"Y case they must be put on their trial, and if found 
guilty punished ; or innocent, in which case they must be restored to the place 
they occupied before their arrest. And not only that, but Government must 
give them substantial compensation for the great wrong they have obviously 
done them. The present halting action of Government is eminently un-Englis 
and is not likely to satisfy either friends or foes. 


28. Apparently the fate of the Natus is still more mysterious than when 

ee _ they were in jail. Their incarceration meant culpa- 
Se cryi ce (16), 26th pility and the commission of some offence. Is theit 
edie aoe | present position an improvement upon the past? Bes 
tween criminality and full freedom there is no third position, and if the Natus 
are no longer criminals, their position can admit of no parole, in fact, of no 
conditions that deprive them of their liberty in the least. Uncertainty of 
position is certainly much worse than punishment. Such dilly-dallying makes 
men only more impatient, and the action of the authorities is looked upon with 
- greater suspicion than hitherto. ; 


29. The Natu brothers have been permitted by Government to live like 
mntaree viewers - free men at Belgaum. But their estate, which was 
yp eaaanitechehiu (4?) 218 seized by Government, has not been restored and- 
8 Bs oad they themselves are forbidden to go beyond the limits: 


pe 14 
et of . 

: of the town of Belgaum. This evidently means that the Natus have cimply 
been taken out of the jail and are now being treated as State prisoners. The 
most that can be said in the matter is that the terrible displeasure of Govs 
ernment against the two brothers has somewhat abated in force. The mis. 
understanding of Government about the Natus cannot be said to have been 
cleared. If it had been, the brothers would have been wholly let off as in- 
nocent men, So long as Government does not accede to. the request of Bala 
Saheb to be tried publicly it must continue to be accused of having done an 

injustice to the Natus. It behoves the sense of justice of Government to attend 

to this aspect of the matter. oankas ei 


30. The Government have, by not liberating Mr. Tilak and the other 
: two incarcerated editors from jail on the Queen’s 
_ Disappointment caused by Birthday, lost a valuable opportunity of earning the 
the non-fepace, OF tier and blessings of the people. There was a widespread 
“Journalists on ° ° rr... | ° 
the Queen's Birthday. rumour in our city on Monday last that Mr. Tilak and. 
—° Dnyén Prakésh (46), 26th bis two fellow-journalists were going to be released the 
May. . next day, and it was even asserted that a certain police 
| officer had received instructions to escort Mr. Tilak to 
his house by the Ganesh Khind Road before daybreak on the 24th. The public 
had received the rumour with joy and were waiting with hopeful expectancy for its 
realisation onthe 24th. But their expectations were unfortunately not realised 
and great was the public disappointment thereat. One of our correspondents 
had been personally to the jail office for making enquiries about the correctness 
of the rumour, but he was told that no orders had been received there on the 
subject. [The Gurdkhi (44) of the same date expresses the same sentiments, 
but in a more bitter tone, and observes sarcastically that. Government, hy 
heartlessly disappointing the hopes cherished by the public, have given the latter 
a proof of British mercy, just as they had in the past supplied them with a 
specimen of British justice. | | a 
31. The Jubilee murders at Poona brought the leaders of the Native 
: community under the displeasure of Government and 
Alleged frequency of cases subsequently a law was passed to gag the press. These 
cee: of Natives by two things have served to encourage many an officer of 
a (25), 26th May, te to commit assaults upon Natives. So long the 
Guiburga Sama'cha’r (194), 8saults were committed on poor and ignorant coolies, 
26th May. but now even educated persons, holding University 
degrees, are falling victims to the fury of the whites. 
Not a week passes without some case of unprovoked assault upon a Native by a 
European coming to light. The Hindus, being by nature loyal and patient, will 
endure such assaults for a time without retaliating or will take only constitu- 
tional remedies to bring the offenders to book, Butif the Government confinues 
its present indifference towards such cases, who will answer for the discontent that 
would be created in the minds of the Natives? The indifference of Government 
to such assaults and the penalties passed on the accused for them in Courts of 
law are the two causes of the frequent ill-treatment of Natives by Europeans. 
We request Government to take measures to put a stop to such assaults. In 
another place, the paper refers to the alleged assault committed by Mr. James, a 
plague authority, upon avernacular school-master at Satara, andsays that instances 
of such oppression are on the increase of late and that they would ultimately lead 
to undesirable results by planting discontent in the minds of the subject race. 
See Gulburga Samdchar also complains that the cases of ill-treatment of Natives 
y Europeans are of frequent occurrence of late and observes :—The Europeans 
have bezun to torment us. Some commit an outrage upon our sisters, others 
shoot us with bullets, some give slaps in our faces for omitting to salute them, 
while others abuse us and our religion. If a Native lad unknowingly plucks 
_ & flower he is sent to jail for six months, while European offenders charged with 
far graver crimes are let off with slight punishment.| = = 
32. Perhaps no Government rules are so well intentioned and so salutary 
vg «8 the-rules forbid ung Government officers receiving 
“qélonictory adatenes, "farewell. addresses and parties; and yet perhaps no 
— TChampion rules are so persistently evaded, and that too under 
the very. nose of Government. The Government of 


~ * 
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India doubtless notices the evasion of these rules, and so periodically invites 
the attention of the local Governments to them; but the latter remain oblivious 
of them, or wink at their manifest evasion. The giving of these valedictory 
addresses and parties by a few self-séeking individuals, covertly, in the name 
of the public, is thus becoming a pronounced nuisance and a scandal. It: is 
therefore clearly the duty of Government to put a stop to this mischief ; and this 
éan be done only by strictly prohibiting the acceptance of any sort or kind of 
address and entertainment under any dodge or disguise whatsoever, and. to 
punish any infringement of the prohibition in a manner that must serve asa 
deterrent to all who follow after. Once an example is made, this pernicious 
practice we are denouncing, now so much in vogue, and every way so detri- 
mental to the public service, must go out of fashion. 


33. In alluding to certain correspondence passed between the Bom- 
bay Chamber of Commerce and the Honourable 
_ Request to the Plague Mr. Wingate, Plague Commissioner, regarding the 
om eg as Se detention of passengers en route to their destination, 
passengers on their journey. the Akhbdr-e-Sodagar finds fault with Government 
Akhbér-e-Soda’gar (121), for not officially announcing the abolition of the 
48th May. railway observation camps at Kalydn and other places 
and notifying places at which arrangements are in force 
for the disinfection of clothing, says that it is necessary for passengers to 
have full information on the subject of the measures they will have to submit 
to en route in order that they might make the necessary arrangements before- 
hand. The paper requests the Plague Commissioner to publish the necessary 
information for the benefit of the public. | 


34. Condemnation of segregation in favour of inoculation is tantamount, 
we should think, toa condemnatidh of a well-tested 
Disapproval of thecondem- yemedy to one which is still in its experimental stage. 
Perce of segregation in Tf segregation has failed anywhere, it will generally be 
avour of inoculation. Sauk that th Binge? tek Bien wulinnlal 
Indian Spectator (4),22na found that the reason has been that the principle of 
May. separating the person segregated from everything 
that has been infected has ‘not been worked in the 
thorough manner in which it must be worked. It is not sufficient only to 
remove the people to be saved from the infected quarters, but everything 
that they carry with them—with their clothes, beds, baggage, or furniture 
—must all be disinfected in a thorough and systematic manner. This was 
done in Poona Cantonment, and with remarkable results. But even where 
this extra precaution is not taken, the beneficial results of segregation are not 
the less striking. There are, indeed, reasons to suppose that the plague is 
generally caused by a continuous dose of the poison, and this, too, in surround- 
ings where there is not pure and untainted atmosphere to counteract its 
influence. On no other theory could we account for the immunity enjoyed by 
medical officers and volunteers engaged on active plague duty, involving con- 
stant contact with plague patients and entrance into infected quarters. The 
immunity that has been enjoyed by those who migrated to the suburbs, but 
worked, as usual, in infected Bombay, has a similar tale to tell, It will be 
years before people are quite reconciled to inoculation. But the virtues of 
segregation they can easily recognize. Practical men should therefore be very 
eareful lest in their enthusiasm for inoculation they shake the people’s confi- 
dence in the certainly not less efficacious mode of segregation. The only 
condition we should attach is that segregation should be voluntary as far as 
possible. , 


35. The Gurdkhicomplains thatthe passengers going from Bombay to Poona, 
though armed with passes from the Bombay plague 

_ Complaint about the passes guthorities exempting them from disinfection en route, 
sas y the Bombay Plague are made to get down at Kirkee and compulsorily 
od by. re reseed fi a. subjected to the disinfecting bath, and that their cloth- 
mofussil. ing is also subjected to the same process against their 
Gura'khi (44))27th May. | Will. The paper adds that as the passes issued by the 

} Bombay Plague Committee are treated by the authori- 


- 


ties in the mofussil as little better than waste paper, the solemn farce of issuing 
them had better be discontinued at once. 
- gon 165—-5 
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i 86. The plague seems to have fastened upon poor Karéchi in a manner > 
: : | that seems to be inexplicable. At this distance it is 
Plague operations in Karé- hard to see for what special sins the daughter and 
— dian Spectator (4), 22nd rival of Bombay has had to suffer so grievously, 
May, n Speciator (4), 2nd Fave the leaders of the people failed her in the hour 
of trial? This cannot be justly said, when we hear 
of:a number of citizens coming forward with offers of aid and co-operation, in 
fact, spending their strength and substance in helping the people and restoring 
confidence among them. ‘But the people, Hindus and Muhammadans alike, seem 
_ to be as panic-stricken to-day as they were at any early stage of the epidemic. 
Has it ever occurred to the local authorities to enquire if it is the plague that 
ails Kardchi or their own plague policy? Has none of their medical advisers 
told them that imagination often works upon the nerves, and the mind reacts 
upon the body? The executive on the spot do not seem to have realized that 
it is impossible to segregate 50,000 people all of a sudden, without driving them 
to despair and throwing them completely on the mercy of ill-paid underlings, 
_many of them multiplying corruption, perhaps, as rapidly as the plague 
microbes are supposed to multiply themselves. Judging from some of the 
measures still persevered in, and the studied exclusion of voluntary workers of 
= position, one may almost say that the Karachi officials believe in this plague of 
i petty underlings driving away the real plague. The people, any way, are 
more afraid of the former than of the epidemic itself. No wonder the plague 
does not disappear. We thought the local authorities had profited by the 
experience of Bombay, but such does not appear to have been the case. It 
is useless holding the leaders of the people to blame in sucha case. -We are 
afraid we have done this too often and too much in connection with the plague 
and the plague scare. How can we blame the leaders who suffer with the 
people, who are themselves segregated with their families, and who are 
denounced as incendiaries if they venture to suggest popular methods of dealing 
with the epidemic? It is time, indeed, the plague scare at Kardchi were 
removed. The plague itself would disappear soon after—small thanks to 
iz _ zealous officials and their expert advisers. 


387. As there is now no plague at Jalgaon or any other place in the 

Khandesh District, we do not know why some of the 

Plague restrictions in the plague restrictions have still been allowed to remain 
eee et in force. During the prevalence of the plague at 

ndesh Vatbhav (56), T.% bd f tick eo ais 

20th May. Jalgaon the issue of tickets to small railway stations 

in the district where there was no medical examination 

was rightly prohibited ; but the continuance of this prohibition now, when there 

: is no plague in the district, causes unnecessary trouble and expense to many 

| poor passengers, and we request the Collector to remove this and other simila 

unnecessary restrictions without delay. : 


38, The Jagat Samdchdr praises the Collector of Thana for his tact in deal- | 
ing with the difficulties raised by the opposition of the ; 
| Plague operations at Bhi- inhabitants of Bhiwandi to the measures of compulsory 
i ype ot ip soee dy (48), 14th Temoval of patients to hospitals and the segregation 
| May. : of contacts, by leaving it to the good sense of the | 
people to adopt these measures voluntarily in their 
4 own interests. The paper exhorts the people of Bhiwandi to have recourse to 
4 wholesale evacuation, as that is found to be the best remedy for escaping the 
4 | ravages of plague. | 


39, The Din Mani thinks that the town of Ankleswar in the Broach 

: __ District is altegether free from plague, but that Dr. 

1 Plague operations at Ank- Cooper, being on bad terms with the people of that 

eswar in the Broach District. , ° “ergy ° 

Din Mani (132), 24th May. town for some time past, persists in declaring the 
town to be still infected by reporting bogus plague - 

cases with a view to annoy the inhabitants. The paper requests the higher 

authorities to make due enquiries into the matter and to remove Dr. Cooper 
from Ankleswar, because he has proved himself unpopular there. 


¢ 


17. | 
40. Although Mr. B, A. L. Moore, Collector of Surat, has been transfer- 


Transfer of Mr. R. A. L. 


Vara: Callankoe of Based: 40 transfer has been made at a very inopportune time and 


Nasik recretted, we are consequently sorry for it. His services in deal- 
‘Gujarat wae (107), o¢nq ing with the plague and in attending to municipal 
y- | matters were invaluable.: He made himself unpopu- 


cas lar on account of his stringent policy, but, apart from 
that, if he had remained longer at Surat ata time when the finances of the 
municipality are at a low ebb, it would have been well for the city. 


(41, The Surat Akhbdr also highly praises Mr. Moore for the able and 


ae energetic manner in which he discharged his duties, day 
. a (Abiba’r (158), 23rd ond “night, without sparing himself, says that had 
| there been a weak-minded Collector in his place at the 
time when the city was visited by the double calamities of famine and plague 
the people of Surat would never have fared so well as they did under his rule. 


The paper thinks that Mr. Moore has laid the city of Surat under great obliga- 
tions. 


42. The publication of the appointment of Mr. Josepn Sladen, I. C.8., to 


Seieaie | sisi i the Collectorship of Shikdrpur has excited strong 
the appointment of Mr. J, {eelings even in well informed circles. Mr. H. OC. 
Sladen as Collector of Shikér- Mules’ vast experience and knowledge of the district 
pur (Sind) fully entitled him to promotion, but it is to be 
—— Chromele (5), 22nd yeoretted that Government overlooked his claims. 

7 Mr. Mules, though an uncovenanted officer, is distin- 
guished for his administrative abilities, courage, courtesy, dignity and honesty 
of purpose. The responsibilities attached to the post of Collector of a district 
are great, and Mr. Sladen, though a civilian to be sure, has yet much to learn 
before he can be able to grapple with them. These are hard words, no doubt, 
but we write them in good faith in the interests of the State and of the public. 
Our worst enemies cannot impute to us any improper motive in using them. 
As his appointment is now an accomplished fact, we hope and trust that Mr. 
Sladen will do things himself and not allow his subordinates to be his guides. 


43. As the idea of bringing the press under executive control was expressly 


. repudiated by Lord Elgin, we were loath to believe 
en —— Seo oor that the Bombay Government could have sanctioned 
ed by some District Magis- any absurd, irritating and illegal institution so soon 


trates in the Bombay Presi- 7 eh ) Aagteg 
dency nal ou pres, Mel : after the passing of: the Gagging Act. But it ap 


the Native press under their Pears that it is left to District Magistrates, if they 


jurisdiction... so choose, to appoint ‘advisory committees,’ partly 
Gujar@t (106), 22nd May, official and partly non-official, ‘to bring to their 
Eng. cols. , notice glaring mis-statements.’ If these ‘advisory 


committees’ do not develop into committees for bullying editors into silence, 
they might do some good. Their function, we are told, is to correct mis-state- 
ments. If Government mean to supply correct information through the medium 
of these bodies, such information would doubtless be welcome to the press. But 
that is a somewhat narrow sphere of duty assigned to these committees. The 
presence of magisterial and police officers on these committees is eminently 
calculated to accentuate their tendency to lapse into committees of censorship. 
We must, therefore, say that their composition does not quite commend itself to us, 
We have already observed that the function of the committees is in one sense 
very limited. They are only to rectify incorrect statements. Why should it 
not be their business also to bring the complaints of the Native press to the 
promitient notice of Government ? : | | : 


44, Theappointment of a Press Committee for Poona seems to have created 

ae a good deal of misunderstanding in the minds of our 
on Praka'sh (40), 26th 1, ofussil contemporaries. The said committee is in 
Be no sense 2 committee of’ censorship and it is invested 


with no executive control over the local press. - The object of appointing the — 


committee seems simply to be to secure more prompt information about the 
comments of the press on the conduct of Government officers than is at present 


red to Nasik at his own request, we think that his 


possible. The District Magistrate is entrusted with this work and it is left to 
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his option to take the aid of a committee in the matter. ..It is not: only in the 

city of Poona that a Press Committee is brought into: existence and there is no 

ground whatever, in our opinion, to suppose that the Government -has a special 
e upon the Poona press. There is, for instance, a Press Committee for Bombay, 


With the Police Commissioner as President. The press need have no fear of t 8 


Press Committees.  It.is the new law of sedition that they must really be afraid 
of arid it would be well if they were to oat up the habit of ae harsh and 
virulent articles. 


45, The Arunodaya is . of opinion that if the Press Co omens will 
y eee correct the i inaccuracies 0 Native prints and adminis- 
SIMONE NA Bind May ter a warning to erring journalists before the latter are 
hauled up before Magistrates, their appointment will be justified. The paper 
says that the appointment of the committees is for the present a mere experi- 
ment and that it is yet too soon to tell how they work in practice, 


46. The Press Committees are bound to lead to some good, from whatever 
Di 90) 10th Be point of view we look at them. In the first place 
gba *"y- they will effectively operate as a check upon the 
unbridled license of some newspapers. The charge of wild writing brought 
against many-of the Native newspapers is not without foundation. . There are 
some journalists who indulge in harsh and reckless writing only because they 
find that the complaints they make do not attract the notice of ‘the authorities. 
There are others who pour abuse on the authorities for the mere pleasure of the 
thing, The wild recklessness of b oth these kinds of writers will be effect- 
ively stopped by the vigilance of the new Press Committees. The Native editors 
will begin to realise that there isa committee to scrutinise their writings and 
will write with a greater sense of responsibility. The papers who deal in mere 
falsehoods will find their occupation gone in the presence of the new Press 
Committees.. Thus the Press Committees will prove a blessing in every way. 


47. One result of the Jubilee murders at Poona has been that the Govern- 
Moda Vritt (66 a ment has come to conceive a prejudice against the entire 
a ee “Y: Native press, Unfortunately the prejudice is without 
the least foundation. Since truth is bound to prevail in the end, the press has no- 
thing to fear from the unsympathetic attitude of Government. Let Govern- 
ment appoint ten N ative Press Reporters if they choose to scan the contents of 
the Native newspapers. If the Native press is free from even the taint of 
sedition, it need not be afraid of the new Press Committees. These committees 
will, we venture to predict, ultimately be found to be a blessing to the press. 
Of course if the committees will confine their attention simply to the objection- 
able passages in newspapers our prediction will not be fulfilled. But we learn 
that the committees will not confine their attention ney to the objectionable 
passages. 


48, The Guj ardti thinks that the practice adopted by the District Magis. 
trates of Poona and Surat in sending for editors every 
Adverse comments onthe now and then and questioning them about certain 
a . gH reggie ar sre writings appearing in the papers edited by them is an 
in connection with certain Unwarranted interference with the legitimate indepen- 
newspapers. dence of public writers, and says that if the Magis- 
eres (106), 22nd May. trates require any explanation from the editors they 


should ask it in writing, and in doing so should pro- 


- eved strictly according to law. The paper says that thus alone will the liberty 


ofthe press enjoyed “by the people of India under British rule be properly 
respected, and advises the pa ic to raise a strong pees against the any. intro- 
duced practice. 


49. Some of our contemporaries seem. to have been misled by the sensa- 
tional news published in a Bombay Anglo-Indian 

Boreal or P the Pross ay that a committee of censorship has been estab- 
in Poona.. The Sgn misconceptions about 

' the committee would .be removed if the scope of its 
KID z would be authoritatively declared. .In the. absence of such information 
ust depen upon rumours. It is true that a committee of the wants has been 


, ca 
i in 
'v- 
1 -_ 


established here, but so far as our information goes it would not be correct to 
cail ita: Gommittee of censorship. As we temarked. on the last occasion, the 
very idea of censorship is abhorrent4o British = of administration. ‘We . 
think the Poona papers need have ‘no fears about this committee. It has no 
statutory existence and will not, we are sure, do any ‘more harm than what irres: 
ponsible tale-bearers have been doing for some years. past in Poona. What we - 
object to in this committee is its constitution andthe inconvenience it is likely 
to cause to Government. The non-official appointments on the Poona Commit. 
tee are not quite happy. Pensioned Rao Bahadurs might do well as Honorary 
Magistrates, but they should not be burdened with the onerous work of trans. 
lation in their old age. Besides Rao Bahadur Bhide has been known to bea 
leading political agitator in Poona for years past, and his sympathies would 
naturally be with his colleagues. Mr. Lamb should have nominated men who 
have no sympathy with the Congress movement. Dr. Bhandarkar, in our 
opinion, would have been the best choice under the circumstances. 


50. Government apparently do not think that the amendment of Sec- 


. Gujara’t Mitra a 07), 22nd’ ton 124A will prevent seditious writings in the press 
a | 


because they have appointed a special Press Committee 
_. 40 look after the writings in the Poona press. Now 
any sort of executive control over the press is to be deprecated on grounds 
of principle as well as expediency. The press is likely to take alarm at the 
appointment of a committee to watch it and would fail to discharge its duty: 
faithfully. This is neither good. for Government nor for the people. We hope 
the liberty of the press in Bombay and Gujarat will not be curtailed in a 
like manner. ee eee “a 
51. We said in a recent issue that a censorship of the press has been 
Phante (8). Sih May,  ostablished in Poona. We also said that there was:no 
, Fhaaw (8), 20th May. law which would enable the Bombay Government to 
have recourse to sucha procedure, and it seems now that.a regular mountain 
has been made of a molehill and the most:ominous interpretation had been put. 
upon asmall matter which could be easily explained away. The Government. 
has only suggested an arrangement of a departmental character. The vernacular 
press ought to regard the committee as a blessing in disguise, for before any 
prosecution is instituted, it would be afforded an opportunity to make a. 
retractation of anything objectionable which may appear in its columns. 


52. The Duydn Prakash quotes amemorandum said to have been addressed. 
| by Mr. R. A. Lamb, District Magistrate, Poona, to 
Comments on Mr. Lamb’s the journalists of Poona, and observes :—We are glad 
wa aed qn g = Government have at last thought it necessary to autho- 
May. Bar. cobs: (9), “er rise District Magistrates to condescend to notify to the 
ace journalists that they would furnish them with infor- 
mation regarding matters of public interest or acts of Government and its — 
officers. This was a thing which should have been done long ago. However, 
we are glad that it is done now and we are quite sure that journalists will take 
full advantage of this new authority given to the District Magistrates. We 
sincerely thank Government for this. 


58. Referring to thesame subject the Kesari remarks :—We feel no hesi- 
tation in saying that Mr. Lamb’s circular confers . 

Kesars (54), 24th May. = ay important privilege on the journalists of Poona. 
As the main duty of a journalist is to publish accurate information on any 
subject, our local contemporaries cannot but rejoice over Mr. Lamb’s circular. 
They can now compare their own information on any subject of public 
interest with that supplied officially, and bring any inconsistency between 
the two to the notice of Government with full evidence as to the authen- 
ticity.of their own information. When there is unanimity between the Gov- 
ernment and the press as to the facts bearing on any question, the latter can 
‘base legitimate inferences upon them and fearlessly criticise the measures 
of Government as well as the acts of Government officers. The prestige 
of the press will in. this way undoubtedly increase. The editors are now 
indirectly and ina small measure invested with the right of interpellation 
‘enjoyed by Councillors.and they must heartily thank Government for conferring 
‘on them such an important riglit. [The Vydpdri (103) of the 25th instant 


‘expresses similar ‘seitiments. }---. 
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;. §4 The circular is sent:round with the permission of the Bombay Govern- ; 
eg Sune Se : ment. The excuse of the editors up till now. was that: 
wee Praka'sh (40), 26th they had no means of getting accurate information: 
1 ae ee _. and that such information as they did publish was. 
obtained with the aid of their limited-:resources. "We must congratulate Govern. ; 
ment on having rendered such an excuse futile in future. Our local contemporaries, : 
too, ought. to congratulate themselves upon haying secured the right of raising | 
an interpellation on any subject like the members of the Legislative Council, ; 
We hope that they will frequently exercise the right for acquiring information: 
and write sensible articles. | | : 
55. The Vidya Vilds says that as Government have come to entertain 

, : needless suspicions about the loyalty of the Native 
pennesestion ‘% hold a con- press and have appointed a Press Committee for each 
Vidya Vilds (96), ‘20th May. district to watch the tone of the newspapers published 

3 . therein, it behoves the Native editors to establish an 

editors’ association and to hold an annual conference of journalists in India or 


‘in-the presidency to formulate the line of policy of their writings and to improve 


their status generally, 


56. The Gurdkhi, referring to the case of a Chief Constable in Berar 
alleged -to have been sentenced to three months’ im- 

Alleged dishonesty and prisonment for giving false evidence, observes :—The 
oe in the Police De- duty of the police is to protect the people, but hundreds 
. pean (44), 26th May; of instances have been placed by us before our readers 
Baroda Bh er (192), 99.4 a8 to the manner in which this duty is generally: 
May. discharged by some of the selfish officers in that depart- 
ment. We have also made the necessary suggestions 

to Government to remedy the evil. There is no knowing when and how the 
police will fraudulently bring the rustics, who are ignorant-of law, into trouble. 
Some mean employés in the Police Department, though in the enjoyment of a 
salary from the Government exchequer, do not hesitate from corrupt and selfish 
motives to give false evidence, set up false witnesses, and throw dust in the eyes 
of the judicial officers by perverting the truth. If there is darkness in any 
Government department, it is to be found in the greatest measure in the Police 
Department. It isnot all the police officers that are of the type of the condemn- 
ed Chief. Constable of Berar. ‘There are some honourable exceptions. But the 
majority consists of selfish ones. Dark practices are going on in the ranks of the 
police from one end of the country to the other, and we do not know how the idea 
of having an independent and impartial department to keep aneye on the 
aberrations of the Police has not as yet suggested itself to Government. |The 
Baroda Vatsal, too, makes some adverse comments on the working and morale 
of the Police Department, and says that the officers in that department are given 
to getting up false cases and annoying respectable people on frivolous pretexts. | 


57. A correspondent of the Jagadhitechchhu asserts, in a lengthy communi- 
hii oe ee cation to that paper, that the traders, grocers, milkmen 
Pe eae aa of and other vendors of different articles in the city of 
Poona and a request to Gove Poona are in the habit of systematically using false 
ernment to take special mea- weights and measures and thereby imposing upon their 
of sta mate Magy a and ignorant customers. He says that the resort 
woo (47), 21st t> such mean trickery has latterly become a crying 
| : evil in Poona, and therefore suggests that as the 
so-called political conspiracy in Poona has been found to.bea mare’s nest, 
the additional police, which is idling at Poona, should be asked to keep an eye 
upon the rogueries of the dishonest traders and dealers in that city. 
Education. cae 
58. The Gujardt Mitra refers to the case of the agricultural teacher in 
the Government school at Nadiad who is alleged to 
Disapproval of the alleged have been prohibited by the educational authorities 
prohibition to scdool-masters from entering the municipality,.and says that though 
oot score games ta the action of the authorities in imposing such a pro- 
- Qujar@t Mitra (107), 22nd. hibition may be justifiable in the particular case of that 
May. ‘teacher on account of the part taken by his pupils 
in the municipal elections, it would not be right to 
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‘make ‘the prohibition wholesale and to apply it to all. teachers. desirous of — 
participating in the boon of local self-government. The paper likes to. know - 
on what law or on what principle the Educational Department has seen-fit to 


impose a prohibition on school-masters as such from aspiring to civic honours. u 
Railways. *— ee 


59. Amongst the many interesting and instructive papers that have been 
eral read of late before the Indian section of the Society 
of Mr. Horace Bell on the Of Arts, that of Mr. Horace Bell on the railway 
railway policy of the Govern- policy of the State in India is entitled to take high 
ment of India. rank, Mr. Bell was Consulting Engineer for Railways 
yin Spectator (4),22nd +o the Government of India, and when he, of all others, 
a dla uts in a plea for lesser intervention and lesser direct 
control by the State on railways in this country, his views are certainly entitled 
to.a hearing, which neither the representatives of the general investing public 
nor those of the private railway companies concerned can lay claim to. Mr. 
Bell has quite an array of arguments to urge in support of his contention. He 
is.one of those who consider that the progress of raiiway development in this 
country has as yet. been very unsatisfactory. The 21,000 miles of railway that 
have been hitherto constructed in India represent a proportion of only one mile 
for 15,000 people, ‘built at the average rate of 420 miles per year. Young Japan 
can show a record which is four times more superior. Mr. Bell, of course, for- 
gets the othér side of the question. Even his standard of comparison is logically 
faulty, The ratio between mileage and population can be a guide only when 
the conditions of the countries concerned, as to the distribution of populations 
and the proportion of wastes or forests to lands reclaimed by man, are precisely 
the same. The relative productiveness of lines built upon is another potent 
consideration not to be lost sight of, though Mr. Bell’s contention, that in 
estimating the advantages derived from railways, not only the actual dividend 
realized but the indirect gains achieved must all be taken into account, is a 
sound one. Weare all familiar with platitudes as to increased facilities of 
communication leading to increased industrial as well as moral and intellectual 
activity, but we should think that the best index of all the indirect gains from 
railways must be such an increased prosperity and staying power of the country 
as shall be clearly reflected in the prosperity of the national exchequer. We 
should have nothing but praise for Mr. Bell’s advocacy for further railways, if 
he had pointed out to us a way by which the State could induce private 
capitalists to push on railway development in the country on their own respon- 
sibility and without imposing any obligation on the State. 


60. A correspondent writes :—As compared with other railway companies. 
the G, I. P. is : very a oi oomeny and still it 
a a has so far failed to remove the long standing grievance 
pea G. a8 alwey ea of third class passengers about the want of latrine 
a request to Government in accommodation in third class carriag es. Government, 
‘the matter. _ too, have not yet seen fit to compel the company to 
. ga Vater (6°), supply this long-felt want. - This demonstrates more 

y: than anything else the indifference of Government in 
removing the inconveniences of the people. The company looks to its own 
— interests and Government connive at its selfishness. Will Government now 
issue a peremptory order to the company asking it to make the provision in 
question? : See | 


61, The Khdndesh Vaibhav urges the necessity of constructing an over- 
bridge connecting the two platforms at the Chdlisgaon 

Want of an overbridge at Railway Station (G. I. P. Railway) to serve the con- 
the Chélisgaon Station onthe yenience of the public and to prevent accidents. The 
G. Ls er ibhav (56), Vaibhav says that Chélisgaon is an important busi- 
20th May. ness centre in Khandesh and as such attracts quite a 
eee aol) - erowd of passengers and dealers in goods to the ,ail- 
_way station to transact business. All these persons, adds the paper, are com- 
pelled to cross the line freq ently in going from one platform to the other for 
-want of an overbridge, and are thus exposed to the great risk of being run over 


Want of latrine accommo- 
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62, Our new District Local Board will soon be formed. As the present 


Remarks in conection 


with the formation of the 


new District Local Board o! 


Poona. 


Sudharak (20), 28rd May, 


-year seems to be an‘exceptional -year in several ways, 
we are going to have an exceptional Local Board also ; 
¢ forthe Board will not contain some of the prominent 
and usial Government nominees, who by the length 
of their service as well as by their ability and ex- 


King. cols ience have shown that they deserved the honour 
more than any other individuals, Some of these worthy peopie have received 
intimations from Government that as there are others who court the honour, 
which these old members have already enjoyed for a long time, these latter must 
make room for the former! Why write such insulting letters at all? Could 
they not have been set aside quietly? We must say that the reason set forth 
for turning out influential and experienced men from the Board is very in- 
adequate. If younger men coveted the honour, they had the door of election 
open to them. The very fact that they dared not stand at the elections, or 
lhaving stood failed, is very eloquent and is not flattering to.the reputation of 
these ambitious candidates who want to creep into the Board by nomination 
instead of entering it by the wide gate of election. Nor is the nfembership of 
the Board, they must understand, such a bed of sweet thornless roses, that it 
eould be considered merely created for doing honour to a few people, irrespec- 
tive of their talents, energy and devotion to public duty. Naturally all the old 
‘members are not likely to be unwilling or unable to work and they must resent 
such an undignified termination of their public service. The membership must 
be sought, if at all, asa worthy gentleman observes in this connection, “because 
‘a man considers it a duty he owes to his country, and not for the honour.” We 
wish Government had taken this sensible view of the question and refrained 
from insulting gentlemen of tried ability and devotion to — a pack of ambi- 
‘tious and conceited title-hunters, , 7 ook 


Native States. 


63. The Kdthiawddno Himdyati em the Mahd4raj : of Bhavnagar to 
curtail some of the unnecessary public expenditure of 
act el ye Bhivesear 5 his State by abolishing superfluous departments and 
curtail some unnecessary ex- sinecure posts and reducing the salaries of some highly 
penditure of his State. paid functionaries in the State, The paper refers 
(44), 2nd — yatt ‘specially to the yearly allowance of Rs. 40,000 paid 
’ ye 

to Sir M. Bhownagri from the State treasury and asks 
the Mahéraja to discontinue it on the ground that in no other Native State of 
India is similar expenditure allowed. The Himdyats fears that Sir M. Bhow- 
nagri would probably demand an. increased allowance from the Maharaéjain case 
of the latter’s obtaining some distinction from Government, just as he formerly 
did from the late Maharaja by representing to him that his title of G. O. 8. I. 

_ was obtained through his (Sir M. Bhownagri’s) tnstramentalify. 


I ntelligence extracted from the Press. 
“64, ‘The Shri Saydji Vijaya gives the following further particulars about 
the agrarian ‘riot at Pilvai in the Vijapur Téluka of 
the Baroda State :—The Banias and Bhatias of Pilvai 
_ were asked to interpose their good offices and bring about 
_a-settlement:of the dispute between the rioters and the 
State atithorities, but their efforts-in this direction 
have gone in vain. The State authorities itd “a 
impoved four conditions upon the rioters, viz., (1) that they should -pa 
‘wholeof the expense incurred in taking the military tae ote (3) food 
ould Meerendce their arms sndwabaas quietly oa the orders f authori- 


f 


' Farther particulars in re- 

rd to the agrarian riot at 
Bitvai j in the Baroda State. 
— Saydji Vijaya (18), 21st 


93. 


ties, (3) that they must allow the survey officials to measure their lands, and (4) . 


that they must bear the charges of the additional police and the military that 


would be quartered in their village to maintain peace during such time as the 


. survey operations might be going on. The trouble does not promise to come 

to an end soon, as the Rajputs of Pilvai have not yet agreed to the terms of the 
authorities. I'he Sar Subha, who has been sent with special powers to the scene 
of the disturbance, has asked for further military aid, and the situation alto- 
gether is such as to give cause for anxiety. 


65. The rising of Rajputs at Vijapur on account of the increased assess- 
ments has, it seems, assumed alarming proportions, 
ihe. _ Though no authentic news has been available, it is 
tine pretty certain that the Baroda troops are having a 
' tough time of it at Vijapur, looking to the continual reinforcements that leave 
the Baroda station. The Rajputs, we hear, are very powerful near the scene of 
the rising and have strongly fortified themselves. They have dug deep trenches, 
poisoned wells, and packed off their faniilies from the scene of danger, They 
have thus utilised every available point of effective defence and sustained attack. 
The best way for Mr. Dhamnaskar would be the adoption of pacificatory 
measures, thereby averting the multiplication of internal danger. 


66. It is strongly rumoured that those Kamdars 

Rumour about Télukdérs Who have helped Talukddrs in borrowing money are 
in Kathi4wér being induced inducing them to pay off their debts by selling State 
to sell State ornaments to ornaments. As most of the ornaments are regarded 


aust ies (113), in the light of State jewels, such a proceeding, if at all 

25th May, Eng. cols. ' impending, should be peremptorily stopped till the 
reasons that have led to the incurring of the debts are 
forthcoming. 


| B, V. JOSHI, 
Acting Reporter on the Native Press. 


Office of the Reporter on the Native Press, 
New S-cretariat, Bombay, 31st May 1898. 
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Politica and the Public Administration. 


1. As:was to be expected, both the House of Lords and House of Com 
mons have voted a State funeral and a monument in 
Pg of Mr, W. E, Glad- © greg Abbey for Mr. Gladstone. The leaders 
TH ik pe _. O£ both Houses eloquently eulogized the services of 
hig cle (106), 29th May, the distinguished siabearaes Messages of. sympathy 
have been forwarded to his family from the various 


parts of the world. This.is as it should be. He was.in a large: measure born for 


mankind, and if is no wonder that his demise has touched the chord.of sympathy: 
in the heart of the civilized world. : 


2, Thegrave closed yesterday over a human career of surpassing beauty 
Indian Spectator (4), 29th and grandeur. ‘The simplicity of Mr. Gladstone’s 
—< ) private life was truly beautiful, whilst not a few 
| events of his long public life reminded one of the 
Homeric heroes whom he loved to study. Greatas the Liberal leader was in 
his lifetime, he has become greater still since his death. Few of England’s. 


greatest sons ever received more marked honours than were paid to him last — 


week ;. few better deserved such tributes from the nation. In thus honouring 
‘the venerable champion of /'reedom, England has once more approved herself 
the mother of free nations. | 


3. After the late Turko-Grecian war Greece was obliged to raise a loan. 
Being a nation that had gone to war the credit of 
reds eT «Greece was low in Europe, and she could not have 
ndia’s debt. ° : f 1 ra 
Kesari (54), 31st May. raised the loan she wanted at a favourable rate o 
interest, unless backed by the guarantee of England, 

France and Russia. The creditors can,, if they choose, hold England solely 


responsible for the loan. England has thus benefited Greece by guaranteeing 


her debt out of purely philanthropic motives. Does it not behove England to 
guarantee India’s public debt similarly? The bond between India and England 
is certainly closer than that between England and Greece, and if England were 
to guarantee India’s eae debts there would be an annual saving in interest 
of nearly 1 kror an 

borrow money ata cheaper rate of interest with the Imperial guarantee than 
without it. Is.it not strange that England should guarantee the Greek loan and 
leave India to borrow on her own credit? When will England realise the force 
of the saying that charity begins at home? 


4, Though Sir Henry Fowler’s Committee is a strong body in itself, 

it would have been more satisfactory if some of those 

Constitution of the Indian eminent and capable men, who had taken part in 
Currency i pg and the the enquiry of 1892 and. 1898, and who had thus 
secon ee acquired a special knowledge of the abstruse currency 
Rést. Goftér (114), 29th problem, had been included in it. There area few 
May, Eng. cols. experts from India invited to give evidence before the 
Committee, and, asfar as Bombay is concerned, it is to 

be hoped that either the Honourable Mr. Macaulay, the Chairman, or Mr. John 
Marshall, the Secretary of the local Chamber of Commerce, or both, will be 
deputed as delegates representing the commercial interests of the city. It is said 
that the Government. of India intend to select a number of non-official Native 
witnesses, and we are atone with the Times of India that “ it is to be hoped 


that in doing so they will be careful not to send men who, though they may © 


have been heard on many platforms, have no special qualifications for advising 

upon a question of such importance as this,” We need not remind the Gov- 

ernment of the sickly and sorry figure cut. last year by the five or six non-official 

Native witnesses before the Welby Commission. The large amount of money 
pent upon these-witnesses was actually thrown away, and it must be the desire 

of every honest tax-payer that no such expenditure ‘is incurred again by: 

Government. = = © . sist . ee 

con 179—3 
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5. Poor India is saddled with many items of expenditure contrary to every 
~- principle of justice, and among them none is more 
Remarks on the expendi- indefensible than the charge of the ecclesiastical 
Sere aeatietical one establishment maintained for ministering to ‘the spir- 
sm India. ees itual needs of the European residents in this country. 
‘Prabhat (196), 28th May. We-should not be understood to mean that we are 
To an ' Opposed to the Europeans being supplied with spiritual 
ministrations. Not in the least: God knows how badly most of them need them.. 
‘But what we disapprove of is that the Indian exchequer should be drawn upon 
for the salaries of the Bishops and other high and low dignitaries of the church: . 
The Government has never thought it a part of its duty to support the spiritual 
ministers of the Hindus, Muhammadans and other Indian. communities, re 
then should it make an exception in the case of Europeans? Really speaking, 
if a portion of the Indian exchequer is at all to be devoted to spiritual purposes, 
the Indians who make the exchequer of India have a greater claim upon it than 
the Europeans. The Indians are besides poor and the Europeans rich, and this. 
supplies an additional argument in support of our contention. The Govern- 
ment should put a stop to the arrangement by which the spiritual ministers 
of Europeans are paid—and paid right royally—out of the impoverished Indian 
exchequer. We should not forget how extremely irrifating it must be to 
the great mass of the people of India to be made to pay for the maintenance of , 
a-religion which they regard as antagonistic to their own. en 


6. The more notable among the names in this year’s Birthday Gazette are 
the Maharaja of Patiala, who gets a G.O.S.1., prob- 
Comments on the Birthday ably in recognition of the. Imperial service aid ren- 


honours. : dered by his. State, His Highness Aga Khan, another 
— Spectator-(*), 29th Tyhammadan, who gets a pretty long expected 
K.C.L.E.,and Sir William Lee-Warner, as we must now 


address our whilom Secretary, who is not likely to be lost in the cerements of a 
K.C.S.I. We-shall hear of him again before long. In fact, some of us feel him 
most when they least_hear of him. So, af any rate, they think at Poona. Sir 
J. Chichele Plowden has had to manage one of the most muddled of our Native 
States; he may well claim some reward. Coming down we find our Municipal 
Commissioner a Companion of the Empire. It is by no means an extravagant 
recognition of hard honest work. Of minor titles we have quite a heap this 
time, mostly conferred in connection with plague work. | 


7. Last week we made sundry remarks about the way in which honours 
z were distributed in this country.andin others. From. 
Champron (2); 29th May. those remarks our readers would judge that we did 
not attach much value to these honours, but we must make one exception 
at least, so far as the last Birthday list is concerned ; and that exception is the 
honour done to Mr. Snow, the able and popular. Municipal Commissioner of 
Bombay. It is often said, and perhaps with some truth, that publicists here | 
write bitterly about officials. But they (the officials) lay themselves open to 
it; and they must in consequence put up with the censure so often passed 
on them. Still all officials are not condemned, and when there is a chance 
to praise, the Indian publicists do not stint their praise. Take the case of Mr. 
Snow—the good Mr. Snow as he is termed; there is not asingle person in 
Bombay who speaks ill of him. He is respected by every one, and we have the 
atest pleasure in congratulating him upon being made a Companion of the 
Indian Empire, and he may be assured that every one rejoices that his merits 
have been recognized, — | ee 


8, Thanks to the plague, the Birthday honours list is not conspicuous by 

: the absence of names from Sind. In our last issue we 

Phenia (8), 28th May. congratulated Mr. Tahilram Khemchand on his being 
made a Companion of the Indian Empire. Among the recipients of minor 
honours we find the names of Seth Vishindas Nihalchand of Karé&chi, Mr. 


- Hiranand Khemsing, President of the Hyderabad Municipality, Mr. Kowramal 
Peeiansnsl, Principal, ‘I'rain im eres Hyderabad, Sind, who have been made 


urs, and | htiarkar in the Shikérpur District, now 


9- 


~ 


on plague duty in Karachi, who has been made Khan Bahadur.. The. splendid , 
services. rendered by Seth Vishindas Nihalchand and his charities during the: 

last. epidemic, which are too well known to warrant a repetition, deserved to. 
be rewarded with a higher title than that of a Rao Bahadurship. The honour. 
bestowed on Mr. Hiranand Khemsing is well deserved... To Mr. Kowramal, the . 
greatest living scholar of Sindhi, we do not grudge the honour which is meant to~ 
reward the good service done by him at Hyderabad during the plague last year. 

The higher and the more substantial services- rendered by him to the cause. 

of Sindhi literature during the last quarter of a century merited recognition... 
&@ good many years ago, | 


9. Toa recent question on the filling up of the vacancies in the India 
| Council, Lord George Hamilton replied that one alone- 
Appointment of Mr. R.C. of the existing vacancies he meant to fill up. Thesaid . 
_ Patt as a member of ti’ Council, is composed of old experienced men of the 
‘Native Opinion (16), 2nd Indian services, but they are all exclusively Europeans, 
June, Eng. cols. so that they cannot command the same amount of’ 
confidence that a Native member is expected to do. 
And past experience of the India Council, such as it is constituted, justifies a 
demand for a wholesale constitutional change. ‘The members of the said Council 
have since recently shown no disposition as experts of Indian finance to check 
the extravagance of Government expenditure, at all events the Indian public 
have no internal or external evidence of the same. That they should look to a 
Native to exercise wholesome check in the matter is therefore natural.. Hitherto 
the authorities used to say that they had not a competent Native whom they could . 
appoint ; but Mr. R. C. Dutt does well fulfil the requisite conditions, and to 
his appointment to the vacancy in the India Council no objection can be taken. 


10. At the time the amendments in the Indian Penal Code and the Cri- 
minal Procedure Code were. moved in the Supreme 
Lord George Hamiltonand Legislative Council it was believed that an opportunity 
+ tary pt hav (86) would be given for having a special debate on them 
Orth ay “ "in Parliament, but from the reply recently given by 
Lord George Hamilton to a question put by Sir W. 
Wedderburn it appears that no such debate is to be raised. Is this notidecep-: 
tion? We expect a. trader to keep his promise. We expect the same thing 
from a ruler; but our Government and their officers seem to be contracting the- 
evil habit of making sweet promises at first and then going back upon them when: 
the time comes for fulfilling the same. The natural result of such a policy of 
duplicity would be that popular confidence in the Government would be impaired. 


11. In his Darbar speech Mr. Crowe reminded the people that the benefits 
of the British Raj may be properly appreciated by 
1 Comments on the Honoto imagining what the state of the country would have 
the benefits of the British been a hundred years back if a terrible famine and 
Raj in his Birthday Darbar pestilence hadoccurred. It is all-true that the British 
speech at Poona. - Raj has greater resources and a more skilful organiza- 
Mahratia (7),.29th May. — tion to deal with such foes as the famine and the 
pestilence ; but we think we must protest against the way in which the benefits of 
the British Raj are brought home to our minds, at least as a point of taste. It is 
not historically fair to the Marathas, the whilom rulers of the Deccan, that they 
should be criticised in such a spirit behind their backs, and when no one can. 
speak a word in their justification on the occasion, This part of the Darbar 
speech had better been left to one of the subject people in the Darbar tc make. 
It will come with greater propriety and better grace from the subjects than from | 
a representative of the Queen. We have always thought that for ald practical 
purposes, praise of the British rule, without any reference to the Maratha rule, 
ought to be sufficiently convincing and complimentary. [The Poona Vaibhav 
(77) of the 2nd June and the Kal (49) of the 27th May express similar 
sentiments. | ‘ : 
12. Many had hoped that the closing scene of the tragedy which began 
Se J ae at Poona on the Jubilee night would be sailed on 
Reflections on Poona afisirs. the. birthday of the Queen, but that hope was not. 
Kesari:(54), Sist May. sealised.. No matter how long the end of the tragic . 


drama is postponed, it is clear to thoughtful mind that the popular party 
has won the day in this matter and that it is only the lack of extraordinary 
moral courage on the part of the local Government that is keeping them from 
candidly admitting their-mistakes. By age a popular and sympathetic . 
officer: like Colonel Creagh to control the plague administration in Poona 
during the second outbreak of. the disease, the Government showed that they had 
begun to learn the lessons taught by the unpleasant experiences of the first 
outbreak. We hope that they will learn another lesson from the tragedy which 
culminated in Chapekar’s death, and that is to encourage the martial qualities 
of young enthusiastic men like Chapekar in a proper manner, lest they find a 
isagreeable outlet in crime and lawlessness. From the minor episodes of the 
Poona tragedy Government have also, to learn a good deal. They must by this 
time have been fully convinced that the Natus.as well as the Maratha editors now 
in. jail had no connection whatsoever, whether direct or indirect, with the Poona 
murders and that the so-called political conspiracy in Poona isa pure myth. 
They must accordingly endeayour to counteract the mischief done under such 
an erroneous. belief. The.additional police should be withdrawn from Poona, 
the Natu brothers. should be restored to complete liberty, and. the editors who 
are confined in jail should. be immediately released. We hope that by doing 
these things Government will endeavour to make the people forget. the past. 


18, There are some points in the address delivered by the Honourable Mr. 
| « Crowe at the Birthday Darbar'to the Deccan Sardars 
The Honourable Mr.Crowe’s which deserve notice. Usually the performance is of 


address at the Birthday Dar- , : | te : : 
cnah Wiuesan ta ee humdrum character, and though we cannot say 


ae that the last address rises much above commonplace | 
Gujarati (106), 29th May, platitudes about. British rule and its manifold bless- 
Eng. cols. | ings, there are some: interesting observations in it 


: suggested by the misfortunes and calamities which 
have overtaken. India in general and: Poona: in particular. The most important 
remark, and the only one that was greeted with hearty applause by the assembled — 
Sardars, was the declaration on: the part of Mr. Crowe that he found in course 
of Chapekar’s trial neither any trace of evidence to: show that “he was acting 
as:a tool in the hands of some other disloyal, and it may be more influential, 
persons,” nor any “ indication of any conspiracy or design on the part of any 
section of the Poona community which could have prompted the crime.’’ This 
is eminently satisfactory, and our only regret is that such a preposterous 
theory of a deep-laid plot or conspiracy should have ever gained ascendancy at 
the head-quarters of Government. Mr. Crowe simply re-echoed the conviction 
of every sane person in the Deccan and outside. Poona and its inhabitants have 
long remained under dark clouds. These clouds are being happily dispelled. 


14, The most important part of Mr. Crowe’s Darbar speech was his pro- 
Prege nouncement that there was not the least evidence to 
Mahra'tta (7), 29th May. ~ show that Chapekar was. tool in the hands of con- 
spirators or persons more influential than himself. The frankness of the avowal 
is admirable. Such a distinct and positive statement as to their innocence 
was due to the people. The speech of Mr. Crowe irresistibly rakes up the 
memory of a speech made by another equally responsible and representative 
officer of Government eleven months back. Possibly no stronger indictment 
can be found against the acts of Government consequent upon the Jubilee 
murders than ‘the confession contained in the Darbar. speech made by ‘the 
Honourable Mr. Crowe. But can the damage done to the Poona people by an 
open accusation against them made by Government through Mr. Lamb be ever 
sufficiently compensated by this tardy confession, unless it be accompanied by a 
thorough and prompt reversal of all the indiscretions committed by Government 

in an angry and prejudiced state of mind ? ceeeeetenpees 
15. We want to know what the Government of Bombay are going to do 
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determined to keep the Natu brothers without their property at Belgaum, and 
is he still determined to retain the punitive force in Poona? Lord George 
Hamilton, as was to be expected of him, throws the whole responsibility on a 
Lord Sandhurst, and we await the next act of this tragic farce with interest. ; 
Poor unfortunate Poona, she has suffered much! Her leading sons have been | 
harried beyond endurance; but the day of her vindication is drawing near. 
Poona protested by constitutional petitioning against the plague measures, 
many of which, we all now admit, werea mistake.. Bombay rioted against them ; 
Calcutta is doing the same. But Poona was punished, whilst Bombay and 
Calcutta are reasoned with. ‘It is a mad world, my masters!’ 


16. Lord George Hamilton is a unique figure in the present Conservative 
Suds esta (14), 26¢h cabinet, But even he will have to hide an ignomi- 
‘ey, the 6 eR >“ nious blush when he reads the report of the speech 
Za ‘made by the Honourable Mr. Crowe. Surely this 
was “the most unkindest cut of all” and it will prove to be a bitter pill for 
the noble lord to swallow. When'an English Government official, and that 
too of the position of the Honourable Mr. Crowe, admits that there was no 
plot ” in Poona, surely it is time for the Bombay Government to admit that, 
succumbing to the panic of the moment, they tumbled intoa very serious 
blunder. It was on the strength of this hypothetical “plot” that the Natu 
brothers were arrested and the press prosecutions undertaken. The plot, even 
according toa trusted and well-informed Government official, now turns out 
to be a myth. With the words of Mr. Crowe staring the blundering Secretary 
of State in the face, it will be a shame if the Natu brothers are still kept in’ 
tantalizing confinement and Mr. Tilak and the other unfortunate victims of the. 
prosecutions allowed to rot in jail. Nobody can help committing an 
occasional blunder. But when it is proved beyond all doubt that a blunder lead- 
ing to monstrous injustice has been committed, it is culpable to persist in stick- 
ing to it. False considerations about prestige only make matters worse and 
bring discredit upon the powers that be. Mr. Crowe’s emphatic assertion has 
come quite opportune and we sincerely hope that Lord Sandhurst will lose no 
time in releasing unconditionally the hapless Natu brothers and open the 
prison doors for Mr. Tilak and the other journalists. Every moment lost 
is a disgrace to the inherent sense of justice and fairplay of John Bull. 
We are sure a Radical like Lord Sandhurst’ will not ‘be false to the best tradi- 
tions of his race. In another place the paper says :—We would tell Mr. Crowe, 
if he will allow us, that the author of these two dastardly crimes appeared to 
be rather a tool in the hands of some of his prosecutors than of any influential 
persons in Poona. Se 


17. It was with feelings of deep gratitude that-we read Mr. Crowe’s 
remarkable speech at the Darbar held in honour of 
Dnydn Prakash (3), 30th Toy Gracious Majesty Queen Victoria’s Birthday on 
_ — the 24th instant. The Honourable Mr, Crowe spoke 
not as a private individual, but as the Queen-Empress’ Agent to the Sardars of 
the Deccan. He exonerates our poor city completely from the charge of being 
implicated in a deep-laid conspiracy—a charge preferred against her nine 
months ago by the District Magistrate himself. We are glad to see that a 
responsible officer—a representative of the Queen and a member of the Gov- 
ernor’s Council—has vindicated us. The Hon ourable Mr. Crowe has praised us, 
and with a Briton’s innate love of justice and fairplay declared to the world 
that Government was mistaken in its opinion about.the citizens of Poona, 
We have no doubt whatsoever that this praise will be followed by a substan. 
tial reward in the form of the removal of the punitive police post, the defrayr 
ing of the charges of that post from the Government treasury and the release 
of the editors from prison. ore . 3 ee 
og ag tant point in the Honourable Mr. Crowe’s speech 
igi arr i Walloee the Deccan Sardars’ is the certificate of coat 
- Kesari (54), 31st May. — gharacter which he ae ag" pepe - ices for | 
-thatw patience and law-abiding character as exemplified in their quiet submission. — 
i Sie etait dicate es, Whats marked contrast do we find between this estimate oe 
of the character of the Poonsites as formed by the Honourable Mr. Crowe and 
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drama is postponed, it is clear to thoughtful mind that the popular r per 
has won the day in this matter and that it is only the lack of extraordinary 
moral courage on the part of the local Government that is keeping them from: 
candidly admitting their-mistakes. By Bago a popular and sympathetic. 
officer like Colonel Creagh to control the plague administration in Poona 
during the second outbreak of the disease, the Government showed that they had 
begun to learn the lessons taught by the unpleasant experiences of the first 
outbreak. We hope that they will learn another lesson from the tragedy which 
culminated in Chapekar’s death, and that is to encourage the martial qualities 
of young enthusiastic men like Chapekar in a proper manner, lest they find a 
disagreeable outlet in crime and lawlessness. From the minor episodes of the 
Poona tragedy Government have also, to learn a good deal. They must by this 
time have been fully convinced that the Natus.as well as the Maratha editors now 
in jail had no connection whatsoever, whether direct or indirect, with the Poona 
murders and that the so-called political conspiracy in Poona isa pure myth. 
They must accordingly endeavour to counteract the mischief done under such 
an erroneous belief. The additional police should be withdrawn from Poona, 
the Natu brothers. should be restored to complete liberty, and the editors who 
are confined in jail should be immediately released. We hope that by doing 
these things Government will endeavour to make the people forget the past. 


18, There are some points in the address delivered by the Honourable Mr. 
Crowe at the Birthday Darbar to the Deccan Sardars 
The Honourable Mr.Crowe’s which deserve notice. Usually the performance is of 


address at the Birthday Dar- ; , \ oh : 
et ton eak Ga Sean humdrum character, and though we cannot say 
altaive. that the last address rises much above commonplace 
Gujarati (106), 29th May, platitudes about. British rule and its manifold bless- 
Eng. cols. ings, there are some interesting observations in it 


gested by the misfortunes and calamities which 
have overtaken India in general and: Poona in particular. The most important 
remark, and the only one that was greeted with hearty applause by the assembled 
Sardars, was the declaration on the part of Mr. Crowe that he found in course 
of Chapekar’s trial neither any trace of evidence to show that “he was actin, 
asa tool in the hands of some other disloyal, and it may be more influential, 
persons,’’ nor any “ indication of any conspiracy or design on the part of any 
section of the Poona community which could have prompted the crime.’’ This 
is eminently satisfactory, and our only regret is that such a preposterous 
theory of a deep-laid plot or conspiracy should have ever gained ascendancy at 
the head-quarters of Government. Mr. Crowe simply re-echoed the conviction 
of every sane person in the Deccan and outside. Poona and its inhabitants have 
long remained under dark clouds, These clouds are being happily dispelled. 


US 


14, The most important part of Mr. Crowe’s Darbar speech was his pro- 
ae nouncement that there was not the least evidence to 
Hameo (1): SR May’ oe tak Chapekar was a tool in the hands of con- 
spirators or persons more influential than himself. The frankness of the avowal 
is admirable. Such a distinct and positive statement as to their innocence 
was due to the people. The speech of Mr. Crowe irresistibly rakes up the 
memory of a speech made by another equally responsible and representative 
officer of Government eleven months back. Possibly no stronger indictment 
can be found against the acts of Government consequent upon the Jubilee 
murders than ‘the confession contained in the Darbar speech made by the 
Honourable Mr. Crowe. But can the damage done to the Poona people by an 
open accusation against them made by Government through Mr. Lamb be ever 
sufficiently compensated by this tardy confession, unless it be accompanied by a 
thorough and prompt reversal of all the indiscretions committed by Government 
in an angry and prejudiced state of mind ? 


15. We want to know what the Government of Bombay are going to do 

ae now.. The leading judicial officer of Poona has 
Champion (2), 29th May. emphatically and publicly declared that Poona is 
innocent of the terrible charge brought by evil-minded men against her, and 
they cannot ignore this important pronouncement, What is Lord Sandhurst 
going to do? ‘Ts he determined to keep Mr. Tilak and others in prison, is he 
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determined to keep the Natu brothers without their property at Belgaum, and 
is he still determined to retain the punitive force in Poona? Lord George 
Hamilton, as was to be expected of him, throws the whole responsibility on 
Lord Sandhurst, and we await the next act of this tragic farce with interest. 
Poor unfortunate Poona, she has suffered much! Her leading sons have been 
harried beyond endurance; but the day of her vindication is drawing near. 
Poona protested by constitutional petitioning against the plague measures, 
many of which, we all now admit, werea mistake. Bombay rioted against them ; 
Calcutta is doing the same. But Poona was punished, whilst Bombay and 
Calcutta are reasoned with. ‘It is a mad world, my masters ! ’ 


16. Lord George Hamilton is a unique figure in the present Conservative 

ink ein fh 4), 26¢h cabinet, But even he will have to hide an ignomi- 
ie, (1), “0th nious blush when he reads the report of the speech’ 

# made by the Honourable Mr. Crowe. Surely this 
was “the most unkindest cut of all’ and it will prove to bea bitter pill for 
the noble lord to swallow. When'an English Government official, and that 
too of the position of the Honourable Mr. Crowe, admits that there was no 
plot ’ in Poona, surely it is time for the Bombay Government to admit that, 
succumbing to the panic of the moment, they tumbled intoa very serious 
blunder. It was on the strength of this hypothetical “plot” that the Natu 
brothers were arrested and the press prosecutions undertaken. The plot, even 
according toa trusted and well-informed Government official, now turns out 
to be a myth. With the words of Mr. Crowe staring the blundering Secretary 
of State in the face, it will be a shame if the Natu brothers are still kept in 
tantalizing confinement and Mr. Tilak and the other unfortunate victims of the 
press prosecutions allowed to rot in jail. Nobody can help committing an 
occasional blunder. But when itis proved beyond all doubt that a blunder lead- 
ing to monstrous injustice has been committed, it is culpable to persist in stick- 
ing to it. False considerations about prestige only make matters worse and 
bring discredit upon the powers that be. Mr. Crowe’s emphatic assertion has 
come quite opportune and we sincerely hope that Lord Sandhurst will lose no 
time in releasing unconditionally the hapless Natu brothers and open the 
prison doors for Mr, Tilak and the other journalists. Every moment lost 
is a disgrace to the inherent sense of justice and fairplay of John Bull. 
We are sure a Radical like Lord Sandhurst’ will not be false to the best tradi- 
tions of his race. In another place the paper says :—We would tell Mr. Crowe, 
if he will allow us, that the author of these two dastardly crimes appeared to 
be rather a tool in the hands of some of his prosecutors than of any influential 


persons in Poona. 


17. It was with feelings of deep gratitude that we read Mr. Crowe’s 
remarkable speech at the Darbar held in honour of 
Dnydn Prakish (3), 30th Hoy Gracious Majesty Queen Victoria’s Birthday . on 
a - the 24th instant. The Honourable Mr, Crowe spoke 
not as a private individual, but as the Queen-Empress’ Agent to the Sardars of 
the Deccan. He exonerates our poor city completely from the charge of being 
implicated in a deep-laid conspiracy—a charge preferred against her nine 
months ago by the District Magistrate himself. We are glad to see that a 
responsible officer—a representative of the Queen and a member of the Gov- 
ernor’s Council—has vindicated us. The Honourable Mr. Crowe has praised us, 
and with a Briton’s innate love of justice and fairplay declared to the world 
that Government was mistaken in its opinion about the citizens of Poona, 
We have no doubt whatsoever that this praise will be followed by a substan- 
tial reward in the form of the removal of the punitive police post, the defray- 
ing of the charges of that post from the Government treasury and the release 
of the editors from prison. i Ore 
3 ‘mvportant point in the Honourable Mr. Crowe’s speech 
| a ee the Deccan Sardars is the certificate jr peer 
- Kesari (54), 31st May. character which he aba > ag R ox -y Poona for 
gy ote natience and law-abiding character as exemplified in their quiet submission 
3 ahs pinaiss measures. What a marked contrast do we find between this estimate 
6f the character of the Poonaites as formed by the Honourable Mr. Crowe and. 
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the thundering anathemas hurled against them by Mr. Lamb in June last! 


Surely the people of Poona have not undergone such a complete meta- 
morphosis during the short period of 9 or 10 months as to justify these radically 
contradictory estimates of their character. It is not the people of Poona who 
have changed, but it is the Government which has learnt, by the experience of 
the temper shown by the people of other plague-stricken places, to appreciate 
the goodness of the Poonaites better. : | | 


19, While replying to Mr. Maclean’s questions in Parliament regarding 

the Natu brothers, the Secretary of State is reported 

PF oy : a brothers to have said that the Natus have not been released, 

Kesari (54), 31st May. but are allowed to live in a private residence at Bel- 

gaum with their family and servants. A correspon- 

dent has informed us that in the order which the Collector of Belgaum read 

out to Bala Saheb Natu the word ‘released’ is.used. If the Natus are once 

released, it is not open to Government, according to the opinion of some lawyers, 

to impose any conditions on their release. It is necessary that a certified 

copy of the order under which the Natus are allowed to live in a private 

residence at Belgaum should be furnished to the lawyers before they can 

pronounce upon its legality or illegality. Wedo not see why a written copy 
of the order verbally explained to the Natus should be refused. 


20. The rumour about the intended release of Mr. Tilak on the Queen’s 


_ Birthday has turned out to be untrue. Now we request 

Request to Governmentto Government to declare publicly whether they do or do 
py owes hoe Page to not intend to release Mr. Tilak and the other editors 
alice. | who are now in jail before the expiration of the full 
Gurakhi (44),2ndJune. term oftheir sentences. If Government were to make 
| such a declaration, we shall be, saved the trouble 


of soliciting a cruel and hard-hearted Government to show mercy to the in- 
carcerated editors. — , 


21. The Jdm-e-Jamshed refers to the Muharram riot at Bandora (Thana) 
Request ss Miesabiauies “es ag — a coy ges ped —. 
of late in India, and says that the chief cause o 
He eps. Sa anpaher these disturbances is to be pte in the illiteracy of 
puta stop to frequent dis- the rioters. The Jame says that the educated people 
ype cat ag 138). gq ore Seen to keep aloof from riots of any kind, and 
— (138), rd that it is the ignorant and the illiterate alone who 
take part in them. If Government wants to prevent 
such disturbances in future, says the paper, the best way todo it would 
be to spread the blessing of education far and wide in the country and to 
spend money more liberally in imparting education to the masses. 


22. A very curious, though interesting, question has arisen in Bengal be- 

| tween Sir Henry Prinsep, one of the Puisne Judges 
Should the Law Courts at Calcutta, and Sir James Westland, the Financial 
my Ser >, 4 ésh (3), 30th Member. When in March last the Presidency Small 
May, Eng. cols,  ~—~—-~S«C« Causes Court Act Amendment Bill was under discus- 
: sion in the Legislative Council, Mr. Allan Arthur 

contended that the salaries of the Judges of the Calcutta Small Causes Court 
should be increased, particularly as the income of the Court from stamps and 
Court fees left a sufficient margin for this being conveniently done. The 
Financial Member met this contention by the very curious assertion that although 
a particular Court may leave profits others may not do so, and. what the Govern- 
ment expect to see was that “in this country the Courts as a whole pay their 
way.” Thus the administration of justice is not to be viewed from the point of 
efficiency, purity and speediness, but solely from the point of view of a shop- 
keeper. An Imperial treasury, emptied by costly and ruinous transfrontier 
wars, is, we suppose, responsible for these curious assertions, coming from such 
an intelligent man as Sir James Westland. A few more such wars might 
work wonders and convert Sir James to the further development, that 
not only should the Courts pay their own way, but should leave profits to 
the Government, to be utilized in the frontier wars or in exchange com- 


pensation allowance. Sir Henry Prinsep enters the field of controversy as an 
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administrator of justice, and not with his judgment warped with petty consider-- 
ations of pounds, shillings and pence. He maintains that the question must 
be looked at from a different point of view altogether. The administration 
of justice snould, he contends, be as efficient as possible, and the machinery of a 
Court should not be crippled because the receipts do not leave profits. It is 
besides worth remembering that it is not the actual suitors and litigants alone 
that are interested in the proper and impartial administration of justice. The 


vast majority of the people who never resort to the law courts have as vital an 


interest in them as any ordinary suitor. The Government also should find one 
of its chief claims to support and loyalty in the impartiality and efficiency of 
the Judges and must therefore be willing to bear a proportionate share of the 
expenses of maintaining them in a proper manner. ‘The necessity and desirabi- 
lity of a particular change being satisfactorily established, the Government 
ought to find funds to effect the change. To withhold the reform for mere 
want of funds is a shortsightedness to be greatly deplored in such a case. 


23. In Sind, five soldiers belonging to the Artiliery entered the house of 

: a woman of ill fame and created a disturbance. A 

Comments on some recent police constable thereupon arrived on the scene to 

cases of alleged ill-treatment giect them from the house, but the soldiers threw a 
of Natives by Europeans. hottle of b ee d d , ee wher 

" Kél (49), 3rd June. ottle of beer against him and caused serious injuries 

to his forehead. -The case came up before the Sessions 

Court, but the accused were acquitted for want of identification. It is good that 

the white men escaped unscathed in a Court of law, though they had caused a 

black man to lose a quantity of blood. If white men were to be punished for 

causing hurt to black men in every case, would not a protest be raised against 

the arrangement even by justice-loving persons? At Cawnpur, a European. 

employed ina mercantile firm kicked a Native servant, who died shortly 


of the injury. The European was fined Rs, 200 for the offence. What an 


astounding piece of injustice! Should a respectable European be fined to the 
amount of Rs. 200 by a Government of his own race for having gently touched 
a Native on the abdomen? What then becomes of the privilege of being a 
European, a member of the ruling race! It is customary with the Europeans 
to kick Natives. None of them was ever punished for doing so. Is it not unjust 
to single out only one man for harassment? -At Fatehpur, a soldier who had 
gone out to shoot peacocks was opposed bya Native in hissport. A scuffle 
ensued between the two, in which the hand of the latter was cut off by the large 
(hunting) knife of the former and the latter subsequently succumbed to the injury. 

The case came up before the Allahabad High Court for trial. The counsel for 
the accused raised a protest at the very outset against a single Native being 

empannelled on the jury.. The Judge told him to exclude any Native he liked by 
exercising his right of challenge. This the counsel did, with the result that a 
jury composed exclusively of Europeans and Eurasians was empannelled. Of 
course the empannelling of the jury took a longer time than usual, but it 
facilitated matters considerably in the long run, because the jury brought a 
verdict of not guilty without hearing the counsel for the accused, The Judge 
agreed with the verdict and the accused was acquitted. Well, this was justice 
indeed. Will it be improper to recommend that damages to the amount of 

Rs. 2,000 should be recovered from the widow of the deceased Native and 

awarded to the accused soldier as compensation -for the unnecessary vexation 

caused to him by the trial? In Bengal, Mr. Ambler, Assistant Manager in a 

European company, kicked a Native servant to death and remarked that he 

had only killed a dog! Mr, Ambler’s brother told the police that the deceased 

was always sickly and therefore died.. We have no doubt the plea would 

stand good at the sessions. It is good that Mr, Ambler is let off in the mean- 

while on bail to the amount of Rs. 500, to look after some more sickly dogs. _ 


24. The Belgaum Samdchér refers to some.of the cases referred to above . 

and says that the bést way to prevent such unfortu- 
Pim, os Samachar (26), nate casualties in future is to make it the duty of the 
es commanding officer of the regiment to which the 
defaulting soldier belongs to collect as much evidence about the incidents of the 
case as possible by prompt enquiry. The paper feels convinced that the alleged 
failure of justice in such cases is due not so much to the partiality of the J alee 
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_ hand would get the entire heart out of them daily in an hour’s time. He will 
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or the obstinacy of the jury as to the neglect in securing evidence and the 
extraordinary union among soldiers. The Samdchdr alleges that the soldiers 
are extremely careful in giving evidence not to incriminate their accused 
comrade in any way and that their chief aim is to save his life. It therefore 
suggests that such cases should be tried not in the usual way under the Penal 
Code, but that they should first be formally investigated by a commission con- 
sisting of persons who care more for truth than for the life of a comrade. 


25. The Mahrdtta quotes Mr. Robert Knight’s views on the relations of 

Government and the Native press, in which the follow- 

Mr. Robert Knight’s views ing passage occurs :—I think there should be a special 

wep re rey - Govern- press bureau in the Government,the duty of whose chief 

"ahah a (2), Peed i. should be to acquaint himself with the writings of 
every journal in the country. This would be eas 

enough with the English papers as they are not very numerous and a pinkstlngh 


see from them what the tourse of public thought is on current events, on what 
subject information is manifestly desired, on what questions strong impressions 
are prevalent, and what matters ought to come prominently to the notice of the 
Government. Having mastered their contents, it seems to me desirable that he 
should see personally the head of every department, to consult with him as to 
the Aeduablenens or otherwise of communicating with the press freely on all 

uestions concerning which it desires information. - As the most influential 
N ative papers are published in English, they would be placed upon the same 
footing and daily bulletins would issue from the bureau to all the journals 
simultaneously. There would often be nothing to communicate, sometimes a 
great deal; but nothing would tend more, I think, to the growth of sympathetic 
and cordial relations between the press and the Government than the establish- 
ment of a bureau of this nature under the administration of a man of broad 
Views and general culture. He would at once be a sort of Dionysius’ ear to the 
Government and the channel of free and unreserved communication between 
the Government and the people. The vernacular press ought constantly to be 
reviewed by him, through the medium of the provincial summaries into which 
their contents are translated. In the course of very few months he would know 
the exact character of every Native journal in the country and would be able to 
advise as to the course to be taken towards the vernacular press as a whole. 
I believe the Government might indefinitely improve its character and settle 
its loyalty by a wise attitude towards it. A broad, sympathetic man, really 


Interested in his work, with the art of instilling good humour into his corres- 


pondents, would change the tone of the whole press of India in six months if he 
was really the right man for work. All press grievances should go to him, and 
if fitted for his task, he would quickly be on friendly and confidential relations 
with every editor in the country. Iwould have no official moniteur, nor any- 
thing approaching to it, but a personal bond between the Government and the 
press. Everything of course will depend upon the man in the working of such 
a system. A cold and narrow official would fail absolutely ; a broad, genial man 


_ of sound judgment and common sense would succeed absolutely. 


26. The Shikshak raises the following difficulty regarding the arrangement 
made by Government about supplying correct inform: 

Comments upon the arrange- ation to the editors of newspapers through the Dis- 
pended supply omouitt, ttict Magistrates :—The official information is derived 
through District i ts from the reports of the lower officials such as the 
Shikshak (84), 29th May. Village patels. Their reports are not dlways reliable 


and might conceivably be far from the truth. The © 


newspapers might get hold of the correct version of facts, but would be afraid of 
publishing the same for fear of its being found inconsistent with the report of 
the village authorities which are submitted confidentially. The District Magis- 
trate, who relies upon the reports of the village authorities, would supply the 
journalists with the information received by him from the subordinate officials 
and the editor would be bound to accept it as true. The village authorities would 
take advantage of this and be emboldened to submit distorted reports of 
occurrences in their village, as the fear of being contradicted by the newspapers 
would no longer be present before them. ; — 
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27. The Poona press will indeed be thankful to Government for permit. 
Nitin cei aati ting the Collector to give information to it on public 
cities Samal we. Meclaah affairs. The promise of the Collector to supply in- 
exvressing his readiness to {formation is somewhat indefinite and given of course 
supply the Poona press with with the necessary reservations. But we shall suppose . 
ee ay il " matters of it is made with the most sincere desire to fully assist the 
Mahrdita (7), 29th May, | 2€WSpapers to do their duty: Unless the information 
; intended to be supplied to thenewspapers in accordance 
with the memorandum be only as definite and luminous as that supplied in answers 
to the members of the Legislative Council, the kind promise of Mr. Lamb is 
bound to open to the Native press a vista of unbounded knowledge. We hope 
with Mr. Lamb that the press will avail itself of his promise and that he, 
on his own part, will be very liberal and prompt in giving effect to the memo- 
randum. After reading the memorandum of Mr. Lamb, however, the thought 
becomes sometimes irresistible, that the Collector would have been saved the 
enormous trouble of opening a scparate bureau in his office for keeping up 
incessant correspondence with the press, ‘if Government had been pleased to 
order the practice of placing all Government resolutions passed from time to 
time on the editors’ table. Such a practice would not cause tie least extra 
trouble to Government, but will encourage the press to discharge its respon- 
sible duties in a proper way. | 
28. The Champion quotes Mr. R. A. Lamb’s circular to the Poona editors 
var and observes :—There seems to be nothing very objec- 
Champion (2), 29th May. — tionable in this proposal, but of course everything 
depends upon the men who carry it into practical effect ; any way, it is better 
than an ‘ advising’ committee composed of magistrates, policemen and old pen-. 
sioners, It looksas though this wonderful committee is to be dropped, which is to 
be devoutly hoped ; we have already had too much press watching in this country, 
which, whatever people may say to the contrary, is a part of the British Empire. 


29. The Kédlidds adverts to a suggestion thrown out some time ago by the 
- Indu Prakdsh to the effect that the Native journalists 
Suggestion to hold a con- ghould hold a conference of their own, and says that 
ference of Native journalists. the suggestion did not assume a practical shape for 
Ka‘lida’s (50), 27th May ; ic) , 
Moda Vritt (66), 2nd June. want of earnestness on the part. of those who made it. 
The paper says that the new. law of sedition makes it 
imperative on the journalists to combine together for agitating for the repeal 
of that law, as it strikes at the root not only of the liberty of the press but also 
of the liberty of public speech, and thus brings within its meshes not only the 
editors in the country, but the public preachers, ballad singers and such other 
persons. The paper suggests that the conference of journalists should be held 
at the time of.the Congress or the Provincial Conference. [The Moda Vritt 
expresses similar sentiments and suggests that the editors of the Mahrdtta, the 
Native Opinion, the Indu Prakdsh, the Kal and the Kdlidds should issue a 
joint circular over their signatures convening a meeting of all the editors in the 
presidency to discuss the proposal. | 


30. The Vichdri suggests that the forest on the land on either bank of 
: the rivers Kali and Pandhari in the Supa Petha of 
Suggestion to owene the Kanara District should be cut down and the land 
0 padeoag Bg ana let out to the cultivators for tillage. -The paper says 
Pandhari in the Kénara Dis- that the proposal, if carried out, would do much good 
trict and bring it under to the people by bringing good soil under cultivation 
tillage. 30th M and that the produce of the same might be improved 
ea by employing the water of the rivers for irrigating it. 
The paper hopes that the Government would, in this instance, not allow itself 
to be guided by its usual policy of conserving as much forest as possible, 
___ 3h, ie Dnydn Ohakshu observes that Mr. L. G. Deshmukh, Assistant 
| ~ Collector of Kanara, has been purposely transferred 
Comments on the transferof to Belgaum as a temporary measure to avoid the 
Mr, L, G. Deshmukh, Assist- ¢ontingency of appointing him to the acting Col- 
ant Collector, to Belgaum. = = joctorship of Kénara during Mr. Shepherd’s absence 
Dayan Ohakshu (12), 1st “4€CbOrsnip OF - it : , 
June. on leave. The paper remarks that the device adopted 
. by the local Government to put Mr. Deshmukh out 
y Pp 


con 179—d 


ie 


16 


nsparent to deceive the public, and betrays the deep vin- 
dictiveness of the present Bombay Government against that officer. 


$3. The Akhbdr-e-Soddgar, in expressing its dissatisfaction with the machi- 
nery newly brought into existence by Government 
Disapproval of the new to control the plague operations in Bombay in lieu 


arrangements made by Gov- of the Bombay Plague Committee, remarks.that the 
ernment for the suppression 


of the way is too tra 


f 5, hes. Government resolution is silent on the point of pecu- 
: Tins dane (120), mniary responsibility, and asks whether the munici- 
30th May. pality, whose financial condition is much crippled of 


late, is still to bear the burden of plague expenditure. 
The paper cannot also understand the exact position of the Municipal Commis- 
sioner under the new arrangement and wishes to know whether he is henceforth 
to remain subordinate to the Corporation or to Government. 


83. It occurs to us that the scope of the work entrusted to the committees 
of plague volunteers in Bombay may, with great ad- 
Suggestion to enlarge the vantage, be enlarged so as to include the enforcement 
epee ween Se rho of general sanitation in addition to hunting for cases of 
peo ag ch A gg me" plague. The volunteers can doa good deal by teaching 
Indian Spectator (4), 29th People the value of sanitation, of keeping their pre- 
May. mises and surroundings. clean, of avoiding all that 
, roduces damp, and of letting light and air freely into 
the rooms they occupy. With constant exhortations coming from people of — 
their own, coupled with warnings as to the consequences, the cause of sanita- 
tion may very well be promoted by these volunteer co-operators with Governe 
ment in the arduous work of suppressing the plague. The committee of volun. 
teers may, with advantage, be empowered to be a kind of semi-official sanita 
inspectors, with the right to have their complaints promptly and duly attended 
to by the Health Department. The writer has known of one committee in 
Girgaum which set to itself deliberately the work of looking after sanitation 
in addition to plague cases. Its experiences have been encouraging in one 
direction, and equally discouraging in another. It succeeded pretty well in 
inducing the people to do all that could be done by them, and it can boast of 
having succeeded in making the section in its charge almost a model of clean- 
liness, so far as the houses and the verandahs, oarts and compounds were 
concerned. But they marked that there were certain nuisances which could 
be remedied only by the municipality. These they reported with full details 
to the District Plague Officer as also to the Health Officer. The former 
replied that the matters did not fall within the scope of the work of the 
Plague Committee, whilst the latter paid no heed to the complaints. Not 
that the Health Department was found to be wholly idle; but it proved, 
as it is known to be, a slow-moving machinery, taking its own time and having 
its own conception of its duty. We expect a great improvement when the 
Health Department is reorganized. But even if it becomes fully equipped 
with adequate subordinate and inspecting staff, it will not be able to do as much 
good of itself as it would be able to do by associating with itself leading men 
of the city, filling the double réle of instructors of the people and prompters of 
the paid servants of the municipality. 


34. The best thanks of the people are due to the authorities for the 
strenuous exertions which they made for getting the 
Plague authorities at Karé- plague under control, and which now promise to be 


chi thanked for their exer- “ip e : 
fre ta aebtnce the Gans crowned with as conspicuous a success as the one 


i a _ which attended their efforts in the same direction the 
- Karachi Chronicle (5), 29th last time the plague visited us. These efforts were 
May. not always “ean Sometimes they ran counter 

to the prejudices and susceptibilities of the people. 


‘But this could not well have been helped. Government was responsible for the 
sanitation of the city, and the measures they devised'to rid it of the plague, 
however antagonistic they might have been to the susceptibilities of a most 
“touchy and sensitive people, do, by reason of the success which has attended 


a 


85. Dr. Simmonds’ experiments with the curative setum prepared in the 
Success achieved by Dr, -~ 2seur Institute in Seth Vishindas Plagae Hospital 
Simmonds at Karéchi i, Detehaveso far been very successful. With theexcepe 
curing plague patients with tion of cases of pneumonic plaguy, which are generally 
his curative serum, very fatal, and cases ina moribund condition, the 
pe = fal st May; curative serum acts likea charm. The first few cases 
ena (©), 28th May. of. his were discharged from hospital in about.a week 
perfectly cured and able to walk a distance of about 1,000 yards to the Govern- 
ment Convalescent Hospital, where they have to put in ten days’ quarantine. 
It seems a pity Dr. Simmonds does not meet with more encouragement in the 
Government and other plague hospitals here. [The Pheniz also testifies to the 
success of the serum in curing cases of plague.| _ : 


36. We are extremely sorry to say that no arrangements have been made | 

by the authorities for the protection of the property 

PO, od hag of oa Pring OL those whom the recrudescence of the plague in 
the property a ts oueten Karachi has compelled to fake up their quarters 
removed to health camps at at Thull, The other day there was a theft from 
Thull on account of the ag tent in which property valued at Rs. 200 was 


eo ge rend ‘ole (6) stolen, Information was sent to the Malir Police, 
29th May. ’ who came, recovered an empty box from which the 


articles had been extracted, and there being no other 
clue to trace the offenders quietly went away. On Sunday night last another 
theft was committed in a hut and two tin boxes were taken out. They were 
broken open and their contents, valued at about Rs. 60, stolen, We think it is time 
that something were done to prevent the recurrence of such offences, and we 
respectfully beg to draw the attention of the authorities to the matter. 


37. The complaint launched by the Times of India against the Post Office 
Alleged irregularities of the Wl, we are afraid, be echoed by many of its contem- 
Postal Department in Bom- poraries. Somehow it appears that since the first 
... outbreak of the plague in Bombay our postal system 
Indian Spectator (4), 29th of delivery has grown more and more irregular. 
~~ Some of the irregularities in which the Postal Depart- 
ment indulges at present are inexplicable and vexatious. The vexation increases 
tenfold when the Post Office gives to your most persistent complaints the 
stereotyped reply : “In acknowledging the receipt of your letter dated............ , 
I beg to state that the matter will receive attention.”” Whether the matter has 
received attention or not, and with what results, the unfortunate complainant 
is seldom informed. The Post Office renders an important service to the 
country, and on the whole its administration is excellent. But that is no reason 
why it should persevere in covering up its shortcomings, to the serious discomfort 
of the public. Is it under-manned or badly-manned ?. | 


38. The Gujardt Mitra refers to the acquittal of the accused in a recent 

| murder case in the Surat District in which they were 

Remarks on the conduct of charged with the murder of a Marwari money-lender 
the police in acertain murder named Motichand Galal, who had gone to the village of 
one a (107), 9th Kavas to recover his dues; blames the police for having 
are failed to procure sufficient evidence to bring the charge 
home to the accused, and wishes to know whether 


further efforts would be made to bring to light the real offenders or whether the 
crime would be allowed to remain a mystery for ever. se 
39, Is it not hard that in addition to the plague and its concomitant evils, 

| Sind should be subjected to dacoities? The former 

Alleged frequency of dacoi- cannot be helped; there is no coping with it. But 


ties in Sind. _ _. the same cannot be said of dacoities, The authorities 
Prete ‘t (196), 28th May, an stop them if they were sufficiently on the alert. 
Sag: The last week’s dacoity is only one of the many that 


have of late been succeeding each other'so rapidly. The Pooran dacoities are 
still fresh in the minds of the people. The perpetrators of it have not been as 
yet traced. : What an idea will this give of the detective skill of the police! 
The head of the police in the Hyderabad District now is one of the most engr- 
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getic and sympathetic officials we have had for some time past. He should 
certainly be able to puta stop to this condition of things. .The matter is really 
becoming a scandal. | 


Railways. 


40. <A correspondent writes:—The Government of India have always 

| favoured private enterprise, and granted liberal con- 

Bo Pg ia AO ‘or South cessions to joint-stock companies who have come 
“Champion (2), 29th May. forward to open railway communications in different 
is parts of the country. The result is that India is 

now covered with a regular net-work of railway systems, Government deem 
it their paramount duty to develop the resources of the country and give 
stimulus to indigenous trade by opening new and improved means of com- 
munication throughout the country. There is, however, one part of the 
country which is still labouring under great inconvenience and disadvan- 
tage in this respect. In spite of all the natural advantages and facilities which 
it possesses, the tract of the country commonly known as South Konkan is still 
without a railway line. This tract stretches in a direct line along the Arabian 
Sea, and comprises some of the most fertile and prosperous talukas in the 
Koldba and Ratndgiri districts. Though gifted by Nature with all the facili- 
ties which a railway system requires, South Konkan has still the misfortune to 
remain shut off from the trading world, or at best to carry on its’ trade by 
slow and primitive ways of communication. The only means of .communi- 
cation which now connects South Konkan with Bombay and other large trade 
marts is through the harbour steam ferries of Messrs. Shepherd & Co. of Bom- 
bay. But a voyage by their steam ferries is still far from reaching that standard | 
of ease and comfort which one would expect in these days of advance and civi- 
lization, and as comp ared with the speedy and comfortable journey by railway 
it. is undoubtedly an infliction. Only those who have the misfortune to have 
recourse to it know its miseries and hardships. In the dry months people put 
up with the hardships somehow or other, but in the rainy season their miseries 
know no bounds. The communication to Ratnagiri and Goa and all the inter- 
“mediate stations along the coast isthen stopped, and people have to travel all 
the way up in mud and mire via Mahdd and Négothna to Dharamtar and then to 
Bombay. You will thus see under whata sore hardship the South Konkan 
people are labouring for want of a railway. Some six years ago Mr. Sinclair, 
the popular Collector of Kolaba, first saw the need, and with his zeal and 
energy moved an English company to project a railway through these parts. 
A survey of the line was made through the Panvel, Pen and other talukas, 
and it was expected the construction would soon begin. But unfortunately 
the company was dissolved, and, what was still more unfortunate, Mr. Sinclair 
was transferred to another district, never to return again. The scheme has 
since then remained a dead letter. After Mr. Sinclair’s project the Southern 
Maratha Railway authorities took-alead in the matter. They moved Gov- 
ernment on the subject, and to back their project a number of petitions were 
submitted to Government from the Ratnagiri and Koldba Districts. Govern- 
ment were pleased to consult the Bombay Port ‘Trust. authorities in this 
matter. Great hopes were entertained that arailway would soon be opened; 
but like Mr, Sinclair’s scheme, the whole matter stopped there. The case 
is still hanging, and by this time is probably rusting on the shelves of the 
Bombay Secretariat. It isnot only for passenger traffic that I am appealing 
for a railway in these districts. Owing to the want of aspeedy means of com- 
munication, the postal and telegraphic arrangements are extremely defective. 
Trade is suffering terribly and the indigenous arts and industries are moving 
in the old rude grooves. The question naturally arises whether the project of 
opening a railway through these tracts would at all be paying. As. one 
who has travelled much in this part of the country, I can confidently say 
that it will pay. The chief articles of commerce in these districts are salt, 
grass, timber and fuel, rice and cured fish. Kol&ba contains extensive salt pans 
and. thousands of tons of this commodity are~ produced every year and 
exported in hundreds of native craft to Bombay and other parts of the presi- 
dency. A reference to the ‘sea-borne trade returns will show that the quantities 
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of rice, forest produce and grass exported: are-enormous. If a railway be 
opened, all this trade will be shifted from the sea to the inland route, and such 
an impetus will be given to the trade as was never seen before. Both the 
G.I. P. and Southern Maratha Railways have easy facilities of undertaking 
this line, They have both of them their main lines passing close to the 
oe ge: lines. The G.I. P. Railway might commence at Mumbra in the 

na District, and passing through Panvel, Pen, Mahdd and Ratnégiri join 
the Southern Maratha line near Miraj Road or Kolhdpur. The Southern 
Maratha Company, in the same manner, can open a branch from Kolh4pur and 
take the above route to join the G.I. P. Railway line near Mumbra. The 
country through which the line would pass is an open and level one, and the 
enterprising company, whoever they may be, can construct the railway at a com- 
paratively small cost. They will be saved all the trouble and expense of 
making tunnels or erecting large bridges on which the G. I. P. Railway and the 
_ B. B. & C. I. Railway have had to incur such an enormous expenditure every 
year. The trade of the South Konkan will thus be tapped ata small cost to 
the incalculable benefit of the inhabitants. I would humbly appeal to our 
esteemed countrymen, the Honourable Messrs. Mehta, Bhatavdekar, Chandavar- 
kar, Garud, Sayani and others to move the question from their Council seats, 
and to enlighten the public as to what has become of the two schemes projected 
by Mr. Sinclair and the Southern Maratha Railway authorities, as also of the 
petitions submitted by the people of Ratnagiri and Kolaba. 


Municipalities. 


41. Mr. Snow made a statement last week to the effect that the Bombay 
iii, ak Mie clea Municipality is practically bankrupt; and this se- 
financial position of th» Bom. ious state of things has been brought about by the 
bay Municipality and the extravagance of the Plague Committee (now happily 
alleged extravagance of the abolished) which was called into existence by Lord 
— * non vammnitian Sandhurst in consequence of the shrieking of a certain 
ampion (2), 29th May. Gags of people who endeavoured to use the plague 
as a means to destroy our local Corporation. By the way, where is the 
Corporation Committee which is examining into the Plague Committee’s ac- 
counts? The members are very silent. We hope there is no scheme afoot to 
hush up the scandal. If there should be such hope in the minds of any persons, 
we can assure all concerned that it isa vain hope. The public are determined to 
get at the bottom of these accounts, and the public are quite right in their 
determination, for it is they who have had to find the money and naturally they 
want to know how it has been spent. They will know, too, and we should 
advise the committeein charge of the matter to hurry up. For we all are 
waiting to begin a discussion on the matter, but their report must appear first. 


42, Atlast the sun of prosperity in our civic finance, which shone. so 
steadily and brightly for well nigh a decade, has set. 
a ee (112), 29th T+ has been succeeded by a wintry night. No doubt 
cohen ives the financial situation as disclosed by the Commis- 
sioner’s note is very grave. Municipalities, like the Imperial and Provincial 
Governments, must find ways and means to carry on the ordinary administrae 
tion, with a sufficient cash balance on hand, Moneys must be found somehow, 
In such a situation there are always two courses open—increased taxation or 
curtailment of expenditure. Unless both are an impossibility, borrowing must 
not be resorted to. But our municipality has not yet come to so dire a pass as to 
necessitate fresh borrowing. The Standing Committee should bestow its careful 
attention on the advisability of retrenchment. No doubt the Commissioner has 
done wisely in taking time by the forelock and issuing a circular to all heads 
of departments to economise. But our experience of these paper circulars is 
far from encouraging. We should therefore like to see the Standing Commit- 
tee demanding resolutely of the Municipal Commissioner what material reduc- 
tion of expenditure he proposes in the overgrown and overpaid departments of 
the municipality. We know that a certain kind of expenditure it may not be possi- 
ble to curtail; but there are other expenses, such as those on establishments, 
which could be safely curtailed. Ifthe members of the Standing Committee are 
to be true to themselves and to the city, of which they are the financial trustees, 
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20 
the first thing they should do is to insist, upon the administrative establishments, 
not forgetting the overpaid heads of departments, which we think cost about 
10 lakhs a year, being curtailed 10 per cent. till such time that prosperity is 


restored to our municipal finances. This curtailment would at once give a 
saving of a lakh. Economies in other ways might as well be exercised. | 


43. In its vernacular columns the paper pleads the financial embarrass- 
iin cate ik dbl ment of the Corporation as an argument why Gov- 
M "alia ~~ oon ernment should come to the relief of the Bombay 
fee Municipality by bearing a reasonable share of the city’s 
plague expenditure. The paper says that the municipal taxation will have 
otherwise to be increased, and that the people, who have already suffered much 
on account of the plague, would be further harassed by being required to pay 
increased taxes to the municipality. 


Native States. 


44, The Gurdkhi refers to His Highness the Maharaja Shivaji Rao Holkar 
as ashepherd boy, says that he is more cruel than even 


Alleged oppression by His 
Highness Shivaji Rao Holkar 
and a request to Government 
in the matter. 

Gura'khi (44), 28th May. 


a wild beast, and that he takes delight day and night 
in practising oppression on his subjects, The paper, 
without mentioning any specific instance of oppression, 
requests Government to take some decisive action to 
put a stop once for‘all to the alleged oppression of the 
Maharaja. 


45, A special correspondent of the Shri Saydjt Vaya, who visited Vijapur 


Disturbance caused by the 
Rajputs of the Pilvai village 
in the Vijapur Taluka of the 
Baroda State. 

Shri Sayajz Vijaya (115), 
Ist June. 


by merely hiding themselves in the village. 


personally in order to know the causes and other 
particulars of the disturbance by the Rajputs of the 


- Pilvai village, says that the fault in the matter does 


not lie entirely with the Rajputs of. that place and 
observes that if the Rajputs had been really disloyal 
and bent on committing mischief, they would have 
given far more trouble than they are doing at present 
The correspondent suggests 


that a personal visit by His Highness the Gaikwar with his Diwan to Vijapur 
for the purpose of granting an audience to the’ Rajputs anda redress to their 
grievances would at once reconcile the Rajputs and put an end to the whole 


difficulty. 


Intelligence extracted from the Press. 


46. The Bhils are reported to be giving much trouble of late in the 


Annoyance given by Bhils 
to Marwaris in the Nasik 
District. 

Pandhari Bhushan (74), 


Ist June. 


Nasik District by carrying on their nefarious practices. 
The special objects of their attack seem to be the . 
Marwaris (the money-lending shroffs) in villages, 
whose houses they single out for plunder. It is said 
that the. Marwaris lose not only their property in their 
encounter with the Bhils, but also their noses. There 


is a regular scare among the tribe of Marwaris in the district. A few Mar- 
waris whose noses were cut off by the Bhils have come to Nasik for medical 
treatment. The others are also closing their shcps in the remote villages 
and fast migrating to Nasik, as they consider it highly unsafe to remain any. 
longer in the outlying villages. } poteemaom 


47. The Karndtak Vritt reports that a serious affray occurred between the — 
Lingayats and the Hatgars (two rival sects in the 


A rscial riot at Guled- 
gudd, Taluka Badami, Dis- 
trict Bijapur, between the 
Lingayats and the Hatgars. 
Karndtak Vritt (167), 30th 


village) at Guledgudd, Taluka Bad4mi, District Bijdpur, 
that several of the former received injuries and suffered 
a loss of about one lakh of rupees on account of their 
shops being set on fire by the other party. The paper 


| sone rt espera bbe says that the Mamlatdar has been directed to try the 
rioters and that it is in contemplation to impose an ad- 


dlitional police on the village. [The Karndtak Vaibhav, writing about the affray, 


editor of the Phenix. 
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says that the local authorities not being able to cope successfully with the affair, - 
the District Magistrate and the District Superintendent of Police had to go 
personally to the village, where, according to the paper, they are still engaged in 
making investigations. The paper estimates the loss sustained by the Lingayats 
at 30 to 40 thousand rupees. | 


48, Mr. Lamb, the District Magistrate of Poona, informs us that the 


siiiaiiiias, sb, uiladibiacs statement in our issue of Lith April, that a shooting 
a yy the Mahrdtta abont P28S was given to Gunner Piper, is not correct. Mr. 
Gunner Piper having been Lamb states that Piper went out shooting without a 
supplied with a shooting pass and that he has been punished for it by the 
pass. on vs military authorities. As we want to address a further 

Mahratta (7), 29th Maye = Gommunication on the subject to the District Magis- 
trate we withhold our comments for the present. | 


49, In our issue of April 29th we had stated that the town of Sinnar was 


deprived by Government of its privilege of having a 


cage eng -  Baccagge municipality. But the Collector now writes to us 
apout the adolition O a 
a danas (Nésik) Muni. contradicting that statement, and says that though all 


olpality. ‘the necessary arrangements for a municipal election at 
Kail (49), 8rd June, Sinnar were made no candidate came forward to be 
elected. A committee consisting of not more than six 

officials and not less than three non-officials has thereupon been appointed by 
Government. ‘The sources of an editor’s information are very limited and much 
good is therefore to be expected from the arrangement whereby Government 


- undertake to supply accurate information [to the press]. 


50. We hereby express our regret that an article should have been pub- 


5, &, lished in the Pheeniz of the 14th May, in which, under 
Dismissal of Mr.S. C. Bose, the cloak of a quotation from a lecture in Ireland, 
__ most improper remarks were made regarding England 

ars haces and the English, and disloyal sentiments added ap- 
proving of those remarks. Wishing to dissociate ourselves entirely from those 
remarks and sentiments we have dismissed our editor, Mr. Satis Chandra Bose. 
(The article referred to was a quotation from an anti-English lecture said to have 
been delivered on April 12th by Rev. P. J. Kavanagh in the hall of the Assembly 
Rooms at Cork, and concluded with the following editorial remark :—The British 
Government is a delusion and a snare.) 


51. We are very much surprised to learn that Mr. 8. Bose, owing to a 
ee certain communication from the proprietor of the 
anne Chronicle (5), 29th Drgenix, has been obliged to sever his connection with 
di the paper. Every Sindhi will feel a sprain at his 
heart’s strings when Mr. Bose departs from their midst. Mr. Bose tells us-that 
he has been given to understand that the officials are unwilling to allow his 
connection with the Phenix to be prolonged, but as we are sure that the 
officials of Sind are above such meanness, we think there must be something in 
the background of which he knoweth not. 


52. Weare requested to announce that Mr. 8. Bose, editor of the Phenix, 


has now severed his connection with that paper. The 

. Free t (195), 28th May, paper distinctly improved under his care. But the 

oe Phenix must change its editor as one would a suit of 
clothes. 


58. The Kdlidds accuses the Vichdri of Karwar with having created a 
| wrong impression about itself in the minds of the 
Alleged misunderstanding public and vouches the following explanation to remove 

in the public mind regarding ny misunderstanding on the subject in the -public 

the editor of toe ei aia;, taind:—A. book called Bhawani Talwar was published 
$s in the Réjahansa Press, explaining the circumstances 

under which Shivaji’s swordcame tohave that name. Copiesof this book were sent 

to Government. About six months after this some verses appeared in the Kesari 


newspaper over the signature ‘ Bhawani Talwar,’ Inspite of the identity of the 


name, the subject of the book was quite different from the subject dealt with in the 


na anasesp-nynmesnaeageentasaienis, iis ae TALIS OI ey ERE RT EEL SS a 
ft Pate, 10" ee , . . 
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verses, The only reference to the British in: the book:of Bhawani Talwar occurs. 
where the writer accuses the late Mr, Barve of want of patriotism for having 
given the sword of Ramdas to the Prince of Wales, Mr. Guruji’s house was 
searched on the suspicion that the author of the book and the writer of the 


verses in the Kesa were one and the same person. In short, a mountain was 
made out of a molehill and nothing else. ‘ | 


54, Over the signature of 8. M. Khanolkar & Co., Karnatak: Book Depdt, 
eee ik ee a Dbérwar, an advertisement appears in the Kdlidas 
Re. 100 for writing a trae Ofering a reward of Rs, 100 to any one who would 
and authoritative history of Write in Marathi a true and authoritative history of 
the past seven or eight years the past seven or eight years beginning with the 
beginning with the regime pegime of Lord Harris. A committee of examiners 
* Kotide’s (60), 27th May, Will, it is said, adjudicate upon the merits of the 
Y* different competitors and award the prize to the 
author of the best book in the lot. A similar prize upon similar conditions 
will, the advertisement declares, be awarded to. any one who writes the history 
of the same period in Canarese. | 


55. We take the following from the Advocate of India: “A Marathi 

thie: uti ae play entitled ‘Shivaji’ was announced to be played 
Srettt Uieateteal ete vig ina native theatre at Grant Road on the 23rd in- 
ance of tho drama of Shi- Stant. Placards bearing a picture of Shivaji stabbing 
vaji in Bombay by the local a lion with asword were posted at prominent points 
i Prakash (14). guth 22. the native town and handbills advertising the 
Saw, Ee iy 2 (14), play were also circulated. The police, on being ap- 
: prised of the contemplated performance of this play, 
instituted certain enquiries which led to information being obtained that 
certain passages were seditious and likely to cause a breach of the public peace. 
About three hundred of the playbills were confiscated by the police on the day 
of the performance and the production of the play was stopped. A Hindu 
gentleman who was connected with the writing and production of the play 
was taken, we believe, before the Commissioner of Police and enquiries are 
proceeding.” As we were awaiting further particulars on the subject we did 
not choose to apprise our readers of this summary procedure in our last. We 
have since learnt that it was nothing seditious that induced the police to stop the 
performance. It appears, however, that there are some passages in the play put 
into the mouth of Shivaji likely to inflame a Muhammadan if he were to hear 
them, The police, with remarkable foresight, thought a riot to be imminent 
and considered it necessary to take steps for its prevention. But one thing they 
seem to have forgotten in their anxiety to have the honour of having nipped a 
riot in the bud; they forgot that there were very few Muhammadans, if any, 
who cared to see a Hindu performance in Marathi when they have their own 
theatres in numbers in the same street, Grant Road. Whence comes the 
riot then, and wherefore the prevention? We only think that the police have 
slipped for this once, and that they have made it a case of putting the cart before 
the horse. We are also informed that the Hindu gentleman referred to in the 
Advocate of India‘as the author of the piece is a Government servant, and the 
police, we are sure, will bring all the greater pressure on him to expunge the 
objectionable passages. We have nothing to say against this, but we would 
have our popular Police Commissioner first assure himself that there are objec- 
tionable passages in the play which would have the effect of inflaming Muham- 
madans. We have had arbitrary confiscations and innocent prosecutions quite 
enough of late, and we think it is as much as the police can do to see that they 
do not become the means of adding to the list. — 


56. The Bombay correspondent of the Kesari writes:—The performance 

: of a Marathi play entitled ‘ Shiva Chhatrapati Vijaya’ 
Resort (58), Shes. Mays which was to have been given in a Bombay theatre 
by a Native dramatic company on 23rd May was prohibited by the Bombay 
Police: /The performance was given several times before in Bombay by the same 
company without any objection being raised against it. The police not only 
opped the performance on the night of the 23rd, but the author of the play, 
alled hefore the Police Commissioner and the copies of the book 
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in his possession were confiscated. It is also widely rumoured in the city that 
the Police Commissioner explained to Mr. Anna Martand Joshi, the author of 
the book, that the performance of his play was prohibited simply in the 
Muharram and that whenthe Muharram was over the performance would be 
allowed as before and the copies of the book returned tohim. It is said, however, 
that the police insist on one or two expressions occurring in the play being 
altered because they think that they are calculated to provoke the Muham- 


madans. I do not know when the police got the right of dictating that particular 
expressions (in a book) should be changed. 


57, Those who first conceived the idea of gathering together the Parsi public 
writers of the city deserve the best thanks of their com- 

Establishment in Bombay munity. There is now a sufficient number of public 
of an association of Parst writers among Parsis, both male and female, to form 


| hed Gonde (114), 29th themselves into an association in order that they might 


May, Eng. cols, enter into a bond of common brotherhood for the 

purpose ,of promoting good-will and good feeling 
and an interchange of ideas among them. The journalism of the first city in 
India is, if not entirely, in a great measure in the hands of the Parsis, most of 
the magazines and periodicals published in the city being conducted by them. 
Some of the most valuable Gujarati works are also produced by them, and they 
have in fact made such a satisfactory progress in the field of literature that they 
might now be considered quite ripe to form an association of public writers on 
the lines of similar institutions in Europe. The unique success of the first 
gathering of its kind held on Her Majesty the Queen-Empress’s Birthday 
showed, beyond the shadow of a doubt, that the association was started none 
too soon, and in the hands of its younger and more zealous members it bids 
fair to prosper. The presence of lady authors was another very satisfactory 
feature of the evening. : 


B. V. JOSHI, 
Acting Reporter on the Native Press.. 


Office of the Reporter on the Native Press, 
New Secretariat, Bombay, 7th June 1898. 
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List: of Newspapers and Periodicals. 
(For the week ending 11th June 1898,) 
do, Names of Ne N 
— Place of Publication , | Edition. * looptee iosusd. 
EneLisi.. 
1 The Bombay East —— a oe .| Bombay és susl MOREY cis eae 270 
yy) 99 Champion... cee Do. eee eee Do. eee eee 500 
3 9 be Prakésh . coe Poona ee cos eee Do. eoe eee 300 
4 ~ Spectator and Voice of India... Bombay ee oo} Do. tise 800 
5 | *» Karachi Chronicle pee .| Karachi oes ee, eee eee 500 
6 » KA&thidwdr Times .».| R&jkot ee ot DOR > ows ie mh 
7 ” Mahratta .. ° "eee eee Poona ee, eee eee Weekly . eee eee 600 
8 9» enonix: ... Karachi oe a Bi-weekly sé 500 
9 » Quarterly J ournal of the Poona Sarva- 
: janik Sabha ... —... ..| Poona... soe = | Quarterly oe 300 
i0 | » Sind Times es .| Karachi coe ae _nenay eee 200 
ANGLO-MARATHI. 
11 | Lhe Din Bandhu bia = if Bomba ave | Weekly ., na 1,000 
12 55 Dnydn Chakshu ... i a Poona A 0 weak eee 4 wee : 900 
13 » Dnydnodaya ... ro ‘ .»-/ Bombay ak a3 Do. ep abe 500 
14 | 5 ImduPrakdésh ... «. | Do. vee Bi-weekly ‘ 900 
15 | » Kémgér or Workman ... wf Do. ooo = soe Weekly 1,700 
16 | » Native Opinion... .. . 1: Do. ve anal Bi-weekly és 700 
17 3 Prabhakar ion ee ‘oh DOs ‘i sonl SRS sas vei 500 
18 | » Shri Saydji Vijay ve ..| Baroda.. os ond ste oa vue 2,500 
19 5» subodh Patrika... .«. ..| Bombay sos veo) Weekly .. eos 450 
90 9 Sudharak.. eee ae ees Poona Ripa nye Do. eee 3,000 
21 » Vartahar ... iia .«-| Bombay eee si Do. a 1,500 
MaRATHI. 
99 | The Aram ene ».| Bombay ae shi Fortnightly ¥s 500 
93 » Arunodaya * cet RENO sas owe ...| Weekly .. “pe 740 
24 » AlryAvart... 4. - Dhulia... ss. al ae eas da 205 
25 — ee si Ratnagiri... al <a ‘ 290 
56 » Belgaum bh Belgaum “: oo} Do. ‘ 315 
2°7 » Bhat = ose <a ° Bombay * % Fortnightly a 1,000 
23 | » Chandanshu aes Tasgaon soo =—s- oe |, Weekly .. ‘a 100 
99 », Chandrakant i Chikodi ove Bee. |” air . 200 
30 » Chandrodaya ..  «. ..| Chiplun ge a ae coe 250 
31 » Chikitsak... . oe v0 sae — as ee os 750 
32 |: » Chitragupta aes oee .| Karad .. 00 ot” ae ie 200 
33 |: -, Daivadnya Mitra coe a Bombay ons ee Monthly .. oe 500 
34 , Daivadnya Saméchér ... |. Do. ee vee 300 
35 | , Dakshin Vritt ... ita Sea ..| Kolhapur see eee Weekly . <a wis 150 
36 ” Deshakdlavartamén es ae see Erandol ete eee Do. eee eee 45 
37 ,, Dhanada... aie 7 a ..| Vengurla : See he aga és 700 
38 » Dhérwar Vritt ... - ve --| Dharwar ee ..| Weekly .. ooo 790 
3y “9 Dhureen ide eee oes ® eee Belgaum eee eee Do. eee eee 500 
40 9 Dnyan Prakdsh ees ee eee eee Poona oe Slug es Do. eee eee 1,0€0 
4l Se Dny4én Sa eee eee eee eee Kolhapur eee eee Do. ° ee 290 
42 99 Ganga Lahar ar ia eee eee Nasik see eee eee Do. eee 200 
43 9 Gurékbi eee ee eee ee had: Bombay eee eee Do. . so 1,200 
4A » Gurdakhi ... oe a ool OO ‘oe a re a 4,000 
45 » Hindu Punch .. | .«.. oes ..| Thana .. ee .o.| Weekly ... eee - 600 
46 | » Jagadddarsh .. =, tm o Ahmednagar ae oes 300 
| 47 ee Jagad-hitechchhu eee ee ee P oona ..,. eee eee Do. e eee 4,500 
48 99 Jagatsamachar eee eee ee oe° Thana oe" eee Pee Do. or _ | 600 
a ae hs ee cosh OOMR +0, +00 cnaf 90 ses 1,208 
50 ie KAlid4s ... ae ae ah woe} Dharwar ee ve Do. eee eee 250 
51 99 Kalpataru ee ee ee eee Sholdpur “es pe ‘Do. incl dade 375 
52 9 Karmanuk eee eee ee eee Poonace. ; eee eee Do. eee eee 2,500 
53 99 Keral Kokil eee eee ¢ eee Bombay tia shy Monthly... — 2,000 
64 9 Sar h Chi t. eee eee ete ene: ee eee bebo 290 pee een 
es tragu eee eee eee ula eee Th _ @@e eee aa 
“ 7 Khéndesl Vaibhav eee eee dee Do. eee — , Do. Kan pte | 370 
” Khara Prakar eee ~ eee Bombay see “7 Monthl . rie ini 2000 
99 Kumtha Vritt eee eee ee eee Kumta gen #es Weekly shen apse é 200 
: Lokaseva eee eee eee eee eee Nasik . " o0e eee Do. ace ae | 325 
” Vedat. cc ce eevee] Batnbgiti cee oe) DO. eee sid) | 800 
Madhu ‘ie eee ooo Belgaum sa pee Do. ane eee . : 600 
, Madhu Vritt 0 ae eee ete Pye: Wai eee eee eee Do. eee see : ; 125 
3 ) ¢ itra a one eee SAtéra ese ece eee | Do - 9 Tee mS 250 
tt oe wee ee Do. eer eee eee, Do. see ‘eee 50 
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Mara'tHI—contimed. 

The Mitrodaya =. ww Sitéra.. 
9 Moda ritt eee eee Wai oes rT) 
3 Mumbai Vaibhav ss Bombay see 

Nagar SamAché4r... ee¢ Ahmedn see 
Ndsik Vaibhav ... i Nasik ... oo 
Nasik Vritt ise we Do. ... ae 
Nipéni Vaibhav “ees eee Ni Boose ee 
Nydya Sindhu ... ave | Ahmednagar ... 
Panchénan ss as Karad ... cee 
Pandhari Bhushan... Pandharpur «+. 
Pandhari Mitra& ... ‘os Do. vin 
Pen Samachar ... ve x fee sas 
Poona Vaibhav ... ss Poona ... vee 
Prabodh Chandrika... Jalgaon oe 
Prabodh Ratn’ ... ae .| Barsi ... srs 
EYOQUNE sca cee “ Isl4mpur is 
Réghav Bhushan ese Yeola ... eee 
Satya Shodhak ... ves Ratndgiri__... 
Satyavakta on ov Vengurla =e. 
Shikshak ... oie ie Chikodi whit 
Sholapur Samachar _... Shol4pur ste 
Shubh Suchak _... ai Satara ... as 
Sudarshan eee e9 Ahmednagar ... 
Sudhakar wis ibe Pn ie 
Sumant ... ee oe Karad .,. ee 
Tukérém ... se ee Ahmednagar ... 
Vartadarsha oa as Malvan iis 
Vartahar ...0 oe ke Bombay ve Tri-weekly 
Viartdnidhi sie i Poona ... ‘ies Weekly ... 
Vatandar... ie a Bij4pur va 
Vengurla Vr itt eee eee Vengur la eee 
Vidya Vilds a hoe Kolhapur she 
Vikshipta ... see ees Bombay on 
Virashaivamata Prakdsh Akalkot isis 
Vividh Dny&n Vistér ... Bombay ene 
Vritias4r ... iis ics Wh... iis 
Vritt Sindhu ios ce Kérwar... on 
Vritt Sudha sa we Satara ... ‘ii 
Vy4pari_ ... ee Poona ... 
| ANGLO-GUJARA’TI. 

The Broach Sam4ch4r nae Broach om 
Deshabhakta vi oe Baroda ike 
NE ic ae ae Bombay bas 
Gujarat Mitré ... ... Surat ... vs 
Gujarét Satya Samsher ... Do. cai 
Hindi Punch. eee ae Bombay eee 
Hindusthén ie oe Do. sia 
Independent ae te Do. ee 
Kaiser-e-Hind _.., ae Vo. ove 
Kathidwar News... ¢: Rajkot... ‘a 
Praja Bandhu _.. ike Ahmedabad ... 
Rast Goftér 6 oe .| Bombay eae 
Shri Sayaji Vijaya ‘ia Baroda oa 
Surya Prakash... a Surat ... ae 

GUJARAT! 

The Ahmedabad Times ie Ahmedabad ... 
Ajab ie oe ane Surat ... aan 
Akhbér-e-Islam ... en Bombay ee 
Akhb4re Soddgar ae Do. es 
Araiadee ise: i see er Baroda... _ 
A'ryi Dharm Prak&sh ..,. Bombay ve Monthly... 
Bhim Sen ... Gah sae Do Maa 
Bombay Samf4char em Do. iia 
Broach Mitra... pa Broach oe 
Buddhi Praké&sh ... a Ahmedabad ... Menthly .., 
Cambay Gazette... —..., Cambay oes ) 
Chandra ... Surat ... 
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»:  VEGPAR |<: ‘ 
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»» Lok’ Bandhu 
» wkasik Ranjini ... 
» Saty& Vritt oe ie 
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192 |'The Baroda Vat .. .. ev Baroda «wwe wss| Weekly”... =n] 580 
ExeuisH, Mara’tH1, GUsARA’TI 
AND KONKANI. 


193 | The Garibéncha Kaivéri (Amicus Pauperum)| Bombay — qa oes Fortnightly ... 1,500 


MaRA‘’tHI AND URDU. 


194 |The Gulbarga Samdchér ... ... ..|Gulbarga ... —»..| Weekly .. as 450 
ANGLO-SINDI. 
195 |The Lug.... ... pee Sank .. °. « | Hyderabad (Sind) ...| Fortnightly  ...;  . 
196 1» Prabhat bas ‘id aba os ‘4 c Do. ...| Weekly .., eee 450 
> Be SInDI. 

197 |The Khairkhah 1. a. | Ketel 0. aay nw nd 

198 ys Muin-ul-Isl4m ee eee eee Do. eee eee Do, eee eee 300 

ee ee ee we a Me aa 500 
ANGLO-PORTUGUESE. | | 

200 |O Anglo-Lusitano ... ° ... +i sell Bombay ses ‘orl OUR sc eu 1,006 

201 | The Boletim Indiano ... our ae we} Do. ds yee eek ae ie ‘is 
PORTUGUESE-KONKANI. 


Bombay .., «| Weekly ws 550 


| : a 
Scctiitiecnieaiiiceneniateantl none 


Notes:—A. ‘The notices from the different Newspapers have been collected in the Report under different heads 
which are printed in italics. 


B. The names of Newspapers are printed in the margin of the Report in italics, and the number of the News 
paper in the above list is printed in brackets after the name, 


(, The system of 9 0, ic words followed y the Reporter is the same as that adopted in the 
Official Spelling List of the Bombay whecourp ay One peculiar feature of this system is that wnen the long (a Gf 
er dé) is the last letter of a word, the accent is left out, and the short a(H =u in gun) is, +o prevent confusion, 
never placed at the end of a word, This rule has been strictly followed, except that when the short a appears to be 
absolutely necessary.to complete the pronunciation of a word, asin Arunodaya or the well-known Mitra, it is printed 


202 | The Luso-Concanim ... bie aie oe 


with a mark over it to indicate that it is short, thus--d, . 


D. The figures giving the circulation or number of copies published of each newspaper and pericdical as 
furnished by the proprietor, are not guaranteed as accurate, and in some instances must, be regarded with 2 ution, 
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Politics and the Public Administration. 


1, The stars of late have been far from lucky to Sir James Westland. 
: Scarcely have the financial journals in England 
putt J ame Westland as finished criticising his optimistic budget than they begin 
"Ente Bod cl  S 4, %0 have their fling at him for his precious currency 
June, Eng. cols. oroposal. We doubt whether in the annals of Indian 
finance,since the days of Mr. Wilson,a Finance Minister 
has been so mercilessly criticised as Sir James Westland. At the same time, it 
may also be observed that no person has made himself so odious by his own 
overweening conceit, All through his career he has posed as the “ Sir Oracle of 
Indian Finance’”’—an oracle before whom no other financial dog reed bark. 
It was only a few short months ago that he tried conclusions with the Heonomist 
and got himself worsted in the attempt. The Statist has always been brutally 
frank in its criticisms on his financial measures from time to time; but we do 
eee remember that it has ever written so cruelly kind as in its issue of the 7th 
ultimo. 


2, Mr. 8, B. Bharucha, Chairman of the Bombay Native Shares, Stocks 

and Exchange Brokers’ Association, has sent a me- 

-_ Non-official witnesses be- morial to Sir Henry Fowler, Chairman of the Indian 
iE oo Indian Currency Qyrreney Committee. Mr. Bharucha, who is always 
Rést Goftéy (115), 5th fond of hiding his light under a bushel, is undoubtedly 
June, Eng, cols. an authority on currency and exchange questions, 
which have of lateso much vexed the minds of the 
general public. The memorial sent by the association is in the nature of a 
manifesto, which deals exhaustively with the various pro’ lems which Sir Henry 
Fowler’s Committee will have to consider and report upon to the Secretary of 
State for India. The despatch of the Government of India of March last, which 
has been universally condemned as utterly impracticable and to a certain extent 
chimerical, has been ably criticized by Mr. Bharucha, whose arguments seem to 
us to be simply irresistible. His expert knowledge of currency and finance has 
stood him in good stead in drafting the manifesto, which those who have 
studied these questions in all their aspects pronounce to be one of the 
most powerful and convincing representations sent to the Committee from 
India, It is said that the Government of India intend to send from India 
one or two non-official Native witnesses to be examined before Sir Henry 
Fowler’s Committee, and if there is one gentleman more than another who will 
really be able to assist the Committee in their deliberations, itis Mr. Bharucha, 
of whom the Natives in general, and the Parsis in particular, are justly 
proud. : 


| 


3. They say that there is to be a vacancy in the India Council. If such 


be the case, it is to be hoped Her Majesty’s Govern- 


Ba sgeongecgscon bi 7. os - ment wil! be well advised to offer it to Mr. R. C. Dutt. 
Council recommended. >-—«C Lhe _ time has arrived when a competent and qualified 
Champion (2), 5th June. | Indian ought to be seated in that Council, and perhaps 
none can have a better claim to a seat there than 

Mr. Dutt. His administrative abilities have already been acknowledged to be 
of a high order, and no person could therefore better advise the Council on 
matters affecting the general administration from the Indian point of view than 
this distinguished Indian official. Moreover, there seems to be in the Council 
at present asad dearth of officials who can interpret Native sentiments aud Native 
wishes and requirements from an entirely Native standpoint. Mr. Dutt will 
admirably supply the want. Undcr the circumstances, it is to be devoutly 
hoped that he will be invited to fillthe approaching vacancy as a qualified Indian 


representative of official experience. 


4. We must congratulate the Government of seg vay on the sag i 

es report they have just issued on the famine operations 
petainine Report of the CF 1896-97 in the Bombay Presidency. That those 
Subodh. Patrika (19), 5th operations wereconducted, on the whole, with admirable 
June, Eng. cols, energy and devotion to duty by the officials engaged in 
them can admit of no doubt. ‘The mistakes and blunders which were committed 
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during the famine of 1876-77, and which led to serious loss of life, were avoided 
during the famine of 1896-97. During the famine of 1876-77 the death-rate 
was 71°7 per one thousand, whereas during the last famine it was only 45 per 
thousand. The report goes on to accotint for the satisfactory results of the 
famine operations of 1896-97 in several ways, one of which, for instance, is that — 
the people in the affected districts were better able to withstand the effects of 
the famine in 1896-97 than they were ‘twenty years ago. This is a point on 
which it may not be easy for all to agree; but without questioning the view 
adopted by the Government in the report on that particular point, we may say 
that the success of the operations is mainly due to the sympathetic manner in 
which the officials entrusted with the duty of coping with the famine discharged 
their duty and their faithful adherence to the provisions of the Famine Code. 


5. Weare sorry we did not congratulate Messrs. R, N, Mudholkar (of Berar) 
_._. and Vaman Raoji Kolatkar (of the Central Provinces) 
Comments on the Birthday non their getting the personal distinction of Rao 
ah ee Bahadurship. Kao Bahadur Mudholkar is a man who 
anra ula (7), oth June, ° ° ° ° e,° 
combines in himself pre-eminently the qualities of a 
man of the people as well as of the Government. Mr. Kolatkar, Small Causes 
Court Judge at Jabalpur, is well known to the public, not only as a very trusted, 
competent and respected officer, but as a sincere and bold social reformer. The 
Rao Bahadurship is but a fitting accompaniment to the popular esteem which 
Mr. Kolatkar universally enjoyed. It is such recipients of honour as these as 
well as Mr, G. V. Joshi of Sholapur that sometimes save us from falling into the 
belief that Rao Bahadurships are meaningless shams, to be lavished on cringing 
fools or ambitious scoundrels. 


6. Judging from the English journals to hand this week, the petition of 

_ the wife of the elder Natu has proved too much for 

Lord eee and Lord George Hamilton. As one friend says in a 
pag Emer os ca, Bk June. Private letter to us, that petition unlocked the prison 
sa doors of the Natus, This, of course, is a great victory, 
but Lord George must not be allowed to escape so easily, and we trust that 
those members of the House of Commons who value the liberty of the subject 
will not permit this incident to pass into oblivion before they have told Lord 
George to his face what they and all honest men think of him. The Natus 
arc not yet released, Mr. Tilak is still in prison, and the punitive police force is 
idling to-day at Poona. Asa matter of fact the Natu agitation has just com- 


menced. 


4%. The half-and-half measures of receding that have been followed in regard 

to the Natus can be acceptable as only temporary 

Bombay ga and makeshifts, and if Government desire to be just to 
sea ha "i wir (4), sth themselves, to the people and to the Natus, they must 
done either set the Natus at complete liberty or make no 
relaxation whatsoever. Regulation XXV of 1827 

legalizes no middle course. If the man to be proceeded against is a danger to 
society, he can be detained in custody for any time the authorities choose and 
his property sequestered during the period. But the regulation does not 
recognize letting on parole, with property partially given back, much less a 
threat of dire consequences for aught done to displease Government. We are 
told that the brothers made, before as well as after their release, repeated 
requests to be informed what the charges against them were, and that, in 
answer, they were only told that Government proceeded against them on 
information and report from the District Superintendent of Police, the Collector 
and the Commissioner of Poona. If so, the anxiety of the Natus to know the 
nature and the details of the information against them is but natural. The 
public, too, have a right to be better informed in the matter. - Security of life 
and property would, indeed, be nominal, if it be possible for a man to be 
deported op reports of the District Superintendent of Police and the District 
Magistrate, ‘Tale-telling, every one knows, is rife in India, and there is rarely 
any lack of men to carry to the authorities scandals about people whom they 
- know to have ceased to be in the.good graces of the powers for the time being. 
vand (? Lamb), the Collector, and Mr, Kennedy, the District Superin- © 


That Mr. ’ 
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tendent of Police, in question, were not on good terms with one of the Natus 
can be proved from the documentary evidence which has been published. The 
information these officers received under such circumstances cannot reasonably 
be a trustworthy guide, unless sifted well and subjected to cross-examination 
by the party charged. The entire affair remains yet a mystery. 


8. The Native press appears to have made the most of the statement 
hie Hee ab made by Mr. Crowe in his annual address delivered to 
Groite’s ap sech at the Birth. +e Sardarsof the Deccan on the occasion of the Birth. 


day Darbar and tbereference Gay Darbar at Poona. Mr. Crowe said in his speech 
made therein to Poona affairs. that there was no evidence adduced in the case that 


Fist Goftdr (115), 5th there was a conspiracy, and in the absence of such 
amt, Ty Com evidence the charge of course could not be brought 
home to any section of the Poona community. The Judge didnot say that 
such evidence did not at all exist. The Native writers should remember that 
the want of such evidence at the trial is not the same as the non-existence 
of that evidence. There may bea conspiracy, and yet the evidence of such 
conspiracy may not be forthcoming for various reasons. We must not be 
understood to contend that there was a conspiracy, but all that we wish to 
impress upon the minds of our contemporaries is that they are not quite correct 
in drawing the inference which they appear to have done from the simple and 
unequivocal statement made by the presiding Judge in his capacity as the 
Agent to the Sardars in the Deccan. If it is true that Government arrested 
the Natu brothers, prosecuted Mr, Tilak and others for sedition, ‘and im- 
posed a punitive police on Poona because they thought that the murders 
were the result of a conspiracy in which the Poona Brahmins were concerned, 
then there are only two courses open to Government, namely, either to lay the 
facts, however incomplete they might be, before the public to enable them to 
judge of the justification for the steps taken by them, or to beat a hasty and 
honourable retreat and liberate at once the Natu brothers and Mr. Tilak and 
disband the punitive police. 


9,. At the Sardars’ Darbar held in honour of the Queen’s Birthday at 
Keiwrietiad GIS 86 Poona, the Honourable Mr. Crowe made a distinct 
Jena tae. ae > © and emphatic pronouncement which deprives the 
Bombay Government of its last shred of excuse, if 
there still was left any, to detain the brothers Natu on parole. Myr. Crowe was 
the Judge who tried and sentenced Chapekar. He told the assembled audience 
that during the proceedings of the trial he watched carefully for any evidence 
which could show that the perpetrator of the tragedy of June last was in any 
way a tool in the hands of designing or influential men behind, but he found 
that there was no indication .of conspiracy on the part of any section of the 
Poona community which could have prompted the crime. This is as emphatic 
a declaration of the innocence of the Natus as regards their alleged complicity 
in the tragedy as could be pronounced by any judicial authority. What has 
the Government to say to it? Is it still prepared, afterso pronounced an 
expression of opinion, to persist in continuing the injustice it so recklessly and 
without foundation inflicted on those two loyal and influential Poona citizens, 
or does it mean to take action forthwith to wipe off that crying injustice? For 
the sake of its prestige for impartiality and fairplay, for the sake of British honour 
and good faith, and for the sake of sacred Truth it is time that the Sardars Natu 
were unconditionally released from their confinement, and popular confidence 
in the justice of the British Raj, already shaken most severely, once more 
restored. And the sooner this honourable liberation is ordered the better. 
For, we repeat that after the pronouncement of Mr. Crowe, every day that 
delays this tardy justice adds so much more to the want of confidence of the 
people in the honesty and fairplay of our rulers. : 


10. The Honourable Mr. Crowe’s speech at the Birthday Darbar at 
BS attr ee Poona in the. presence of the Deccan Sardars was a 
a Pg i = sa (107), 5th manly and independent expression of what the highest 
seid 55 judicial functionary at Poona thinks of Deccan poli- 
tics. If his utterance could be taken as the expression of official opinion, we 


may safely say that the policy of distrust and non-confidence which-unhappily 


a< 
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led to such strained relations between us and our rulers has been knocked on 
the head. Mr, Crowe’s speech tolls the knell of the theory of the “ conspiracy 
or design on the part of any section of the Poona community . which could 
have prompted the crime.’’ Mr. Orowe was the Judge before whom Chapekar 
was tried, and who could be -better qualified than Mr. Crowe to coms forward. 
boldly and exonerate the people of Poona from the stigma which has been cast 
upon their loyalty ? There is one. question which’ naturally comes uppermost 
on everybody’s lips. If this be the conviction of the highest judicial. officer 
of Poona, how long are the Natu brothers to suffer expatriation, poor Mr. Tilak 


to languish in prison, and Poona to maintain the unwelcome guests billeted 
upon them ? af 


11, We wonder why our public bodies and men of light and leading do not 

fai ae or ial a yet perceive the necessity of coming together and 
sitizets of Poona in connex, Petitioning the Bombay Government in the matter 
tion with the alleged unjust Of the unjustifiable imposition of a fine of over two 
imposition of the additional lakhs and a half. It is no use hoping that our 
e- on mt a als friends in Parliament will get the wrong righted for 
ee tenarak (0h OF “ane, us, Lord George Hamilton has plainly said that “ the 
5 decision to impose for two years a punitive police upon 
the city of Poona was arrived at by the Bombay Government, who are alone 
responsible for tt.”? Evidently to secure justice in this case is the task of the 
Poona people, and only the Government of Bombay need be approached by a 
strong deputation of leaders of all sections of the community to get the redress. 
We in Poona are constitutional agitators, as has been admitted time after 
time! Though other methods followed. by Bombay aud Calcutta mobs seem 
temptingly expeditious, the Poonaites will not risk their reputation by follow- 
ing any but the most legal methods. Justice may seem delayed, but it is 
sure to come at last. We would therefore recommend our leaders to convene a 
public meeting of the inhabitants of Poona to protest against the cruel deci- 
sion of the Government of Bombay, arrived at without proper and adequate 
consideration in the hour of panic. We have reason to believe that Government 
have found out the truth and are disposed to hear the petition of the much 


injured people of Poona, and we cannot but hope that the undeserved fine will 
not be exacted. 


12. The Kesari, in taking a rapid review of the disturbances which re- 
cently took place in various parts of India on account 

ace sida. ent of the Muharram or the op erations against the plague, 
Kesari (54), 7th June. says that: the people of the Panjab do not seem to 
have learnt,:like the people of other provinces, that it 

is mutually harmful for the Hindus and the Muhammadans to fight among 


themselves and that India is wide enough to hold both the Hindus and the 


Muhammadans, regrets that the officials, through whose indiscretion it thinks 
that some of the disturbances were caused, did not show sufficient prudence and 
moderation to prevent any outbreak of violence, and remarks that there are two 
ways of quelling and preventing riots, viz., the mild or the pacific way and the 
military or the stringent way. ‘The paper prefers the former and deprecates the 
tendency to resort to the latter. By way of illustration, it points out that the 


late Parsi Chief Constable of Bandora need not have been punctilious to a minute 


and ought not to have insisted on stopping the procession at 1 A.M. exactly. 


13. The Tabut celebration of the Muhammadans came off in the last week. 

A number of disturbances marked the . celebration this 
Sileged cause of the Mu- year,but they were not disturbances between the Hindus 
nansene ee 7) 9th and the Mubammadans, but betweenthe Tabutwallas 
June. us and the authorities, We do not see why there should be 


any misunderstanding between the two. We do not 
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It is our belief that the officials behave high-handedly in regulating. such 
processions and it is this high-handedness on their part that is responsible for the — 
fracas whieh occasionally takes place between them and the processionists. 
Even though there is no probability of a disturbance the police are seen to 
hurry on the processionists and to pursue them with their batons. Such celebra- 
tions take place once or so in a year and the processionists may well be expected 
to exceed the proper time in reaghing their destinations by an hour or so. Wh 
should the police grudge them this short interval and harass them for nothing ? 
The disturbances in the last Muharram were, in our opinion, due to this impatience 
on the part of the police and to nothing else. If Government were to hold such 


officers a little more in check, we dare say that there would probably be an end 
to all such regrettable occurrences in future. 


14. ‘The resolution passed at the Amraoti Social Conference in favour 


Government of India and of the abolition of imprisonment of women in cases 
the law regarding the resti- Of disobedience to decrees of the Courts for resti- 


tution of conjugal rights. tution of conjugal rights lately formed a subject of 
Indian Spectator (4), 


ley oth enquiry in. Parliament, Mr. Pickersgill asking the 

sere Secretary of State why Government did not take the 
opportunity, presented by the recent amendment of the Civil and Criminal 
Procedure Codes, to fulfil their promise of abolishing that inhuman method of 
compelling women to live with men whom they hated. In answer Lord 
George said that the matter related to the civil and not the criminal law and 
it was only the latter that lately engaged the attention of the Legislature. 
This is right, so far as it goes; but our Legislature was, indeed, so over-active 
last year that it could easily have forged one more piece of legislation if it had 
so willed. There are evidently two different principles which rule the legis- 
lative activity of our Government. So far as the object intended to be achieved 
is political repression or some great concession to an important branch of the 
Anglo-Indian official or non-official community, or so far as it isa bribe to a politi- 
cal party interest in England, our Government can be strong and bold, and can 
ignore such petty considerations as the preparedness or the opposition of the 
people. But when it comes to legislations from which no political object of the 
kind mentioned above is to be gained, when the gain can only be to the people 
themselves—Indian people we mean, then our Government is extremely soli- 
citous to know the current of public feeling and todo naught which might 
make it unpopular with any section of the public. The result is that the 
enlightened Government which backward India has been blessed with isdoing the 
minimum of good, compatible with decency, by way of giving an impetus to 
the social regeneration of the country. Its attitude in this respect is strangely 
at variance with the doctrine of extension of civilization at the point of the 
bayonet amongst the tribes that inhabit our frontiers. Evidently the time has 
not yet come when we can look for consistency and. sustained progressiveness 
in all directions in the British Indian Government, powerful though it is, and 
civilized though it claims to be. In another part the paper writes :—The | 
© Restitution ’? clause is an. insult to the Indians, as a whole, and a disgrace to 
their “ neutral’ foreign rulers. 


15. The Irrigation Revenue Report cf the Bombay Presidency for 1896-97 
is, as usual, replete with information. Our only regret 
Remarks in connection jis that the salient facts of the annual operations 
_ with the Irrigation Revenue should be scattered over 70 pages instead of being 
a pil Popa — digested and concentrated for the information of the 
Champivn (2), 5th June. | general public into a couple of pages as an introduc- 
tion. Even the Government. resolution reviewing 
them is meagre and uninviting. Its writer does not seem to have risen beyond 
the permanent Secretariat hack. It thus happens that # mass of varied and 
interesting facts, of the highest value, remain buried in a Sahara of printed 
sheets, which are, therefore, caviarée to the public. But this unfortunately 1s 
the chief defect of almost all annual administration reports, which suffer in 
consequence. A great deal of the energy and time bestowed on their propara- 
tion are pure waste. The method and manner of preparing them defeat the 
rimary object of Government, which, of course, is to educate and inform 
he public. A reform in the presentation of the divers reports of each 
ccn 187—4 
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provincial administration is badly wanted. They neither show ability nor 
literary talent. And yet how many lakhs of rupees are spent on these 
publications ? It would be instructive to know the amount. Will not some 
non-official member of the Imperial Legislative Council move for a return of 
the cost incurred in each | wine of the empire ? When the return is furnished 
he and his colleagues could take it up as a text to get the needed reform. 


16. In alluding to the report of the Forest administration in the Bombay 
Pere RE Tae ne Presidency for the year ending 30th June 1897, the 
wits thet sport of the Forest Bombay Samdchdr refers with approval to the sugges- 
administration in the Bombay tion made by Mr. F. 8. P. Lely, Commissioner, N. D., 
Presidency forthe year ending in his review of the Forest administration for the 


80th June 1897, Northern Circle, that the Forest Department should 
or — , on Vee try the experiment of growing fruit-trees in Govern- 


: ment forests, and says that the Department might also 
include in its experiments the ,industrial plants and cultivate American and 
Egyptian cotton. The paper thinks that much good would result from such 
experiments. | 


17.. The British race is traditionally noted for giving birth to eminent 
_ Judges, but, unfortunately for this country, the English 
European Judges in India. Judges in India belic this tradition. When we bear 
Native Opinion (16), 9th . ° i. 46, . ney 
Jone in mind the principle followed in appointing Judges 
in this country, we need not wonder at such a result. 
If we look at the injustice perpetrated in the Tilak case by the Judges 
from the lowest to the highest grade, we are obliged to acknowledge that the 
Judges care more for the object sought by Government than for dispensing justice. 
The Star newspaper writes that the Lord Chancellor did not seem to attend — 
properly to the speech of Mr. Asquith. It says that he was reading and writing 
letters all the time. Every Indian must feel grieved to read that the highest 
judicial authority in England paid no heed to the speech of Mr, Tilak’s counsel 
and he must despair altogether of the British system of dispensing justice. Many 
difficulties lie in the way of an English Judge in India and render the dispen- 
sation of proper justice difficult. In the first place, the Judges are ignorant of 
the vernaculars of the country and have to seek the aid of interpreters. ‘The recent 
press prosecutions which ended in the conviction of some editors were conducted 
before English Judges who were ignorant of the vernaculars, and this fact chiefly 
accounts for the cry of injustice raised by the Natives against the decisions in 
those cases. The second difficulty is that the English Judges who come out to 
dispense justice in India seem ever to be conscious that they are the rulers and 
that the Natives are their subjects. They look upon Natives as insignificant 
creatures, If they try a case between a Native anda European, the former 
has very little chance of getting justice. Even the Chief Justice of the High 
Court, from whom the Natives entertain every hope of receiving impartial 
justice, sometimes fails to do proper justice on this account. That even High 
Court Judges should not rise superior to political and selfish considerations augurs 
ill for the triumph of justice. 


18. The Sanjibani of Calcutta is responsible for the following account, 
ee Pe ats but we cannot guarantee its accuracy. If the facts 
pepe “Natives > =o Mentioned are true in all main particulars (and we 
Champion (2), 5th June. do not think the editor of the Saniibant would deli- 
berately give currency to falsehoods), it is high time | 

that something were done to abate this racial danger. If the lives of Her 
Majesty’s Indian subjects are not safe from outrage by those who should know 
better, and if the latter are to go scot-free and even to be admitted into society. 
‘we cannot see what difference there is between a ‘Turkish province and India. 
Thus writes the Sanjidani: “A marriage procession with tom-toms and every- 
thing complete was passing by the door of a European Engineer employed on 
the Tirhoot State Railway. ‘The Sahib lost his head owing to the noise of the 
tom-toms, and coming out peremptorily ordered the processionists to stop the 
music. He had no legal authority to. give such an order, and probably owing 
to the tone and overbearing attitude of the Sahib the processionists did not 
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mind his injunction in the least, but continued to werd their way. The Sahib 
now completely lost all control over his senses, and, fetching his revolver which 
was loaded, and aiming at the procession, emptied the contents of all six 
chambers in quick succession, the result being that six of the merry-makers 
were wounded and had to rue for their temerity.” As we conclude this ex- 
tract we also remember a Simla telegram published by the Advocate of India 
on Tuesday night, which we quote here, just asit appeared in our contem- 
porary, for the benefit of our readers: ‘On Saturday two European soldiers 
stationed at Kasauli met a vartman on the road with barrels of whisky. The 
soldiers‘demanded some, and on the cartman’s refusal threw the whisky cart, 
peg and man, down the khud. The soldiers will be sent back to Umballa 
or trial.”’ | | 


19. Mr. Alfred Webb, President of one of our Congresses and well-known 
i as an Irish patriot, has written to the Brittsh Friend 
Mr, Alfred Webb's state. reviewing some of the present Indian affairs. One state- 
ment about the sentences ment, however, of Mr. Webb is such as to arrest the 
passed on Europeans in ° . 
India for causing the death ttention even of a superficial observer. ‘I am not 
of Natives. aware,’ says Mr. Webb, “ that a European has ever 
Mahratta (7), 5th June.  — been brought to execution for the killing of «a Native 
in India.’ The statement is most serious, but it is 
also made by a most responsible man. Can it be true, and if it is true what does 
it indicate ? Not a single European hanged for killing a Native, when every day 
brings news of fresh instances of fatal and other assaults upon Natives by Euro- 
peans. Well, we put the two things side by side and leave the public to draw 
their own conclusions. 


20. The Jiém-e-Jamshed, referring to the above statement of Mr. Alfred 
Webb, M.P., says that about nineteen years ago 
four Europeans, who were, however, not Englishmen, 
were hanged for. murdering one or two Marwaris in 
Bombay, and requests Mr. Webb to modify his remark which unjustly casts 
an imputation upon the impartiality of the British administration of justice. 


Jam-e-Jamshed (139), 8th 
June. 


21, There has been lately such a bumper harvest of despicable assaults by 
British soldiers in all parts of the country that our 
_ Comments on the alleged gredulous countrymen have really commenced to ask 
Paonacsti Es Natives by themselves the question, are these murderers really 
"he saggy ore orer gg (14), 6th SOldiersorbrutesP A soldier worthy of his belt, even 
June, Eng. cols. though he may be degenerated by his surroundings, 
has always left in him some shred of chivalry, and 
he would disdain to lift his weapon against an unarmed and defenceless man. 
But a brute will stop at nothing and will even snatch a baby from the 
breast of its mother and toss it up on the point of his bayonet, And Tommy 
Atkins has lately been doing things equally brutal and monstrous and hence-the 
question whether he is a soldier ora brute. For itsown honour we would advise 
Government to cease winking at the murderous pranks of these British soldiers 
whom the poor rayat pays hard cash for being “ protected”? and not murdered. 
From European juries itis needless to hope for justice. But we have to thank a 
Calcutta Anglo-Indian for suggesting a novel means of taking “ vendetta’’ on 
murderers and rioters. This versatiie genius suggests in the columnsof a 
contemporary that, in addition to fine and imprisonment, the cat-o’-nine-tail 
should be taken out of its obscurity and. introduced to the bare backs of unruly 
characters, Need wesay that this has been suggested for the benetit of Matzves ? 
But what is good enough for the black skin is, we are sure, good enough, if not 
better, for the white, and we would advise Government to lose no time in giving 
the murderers of Dr. Sircar and others of their fold a sweet taste of “ tan.” If 
this is done in the presence of Europeans and also Natives, and if a“ nigger ”’ is 
entrusted with the delicate task, we are sure Tommy Atkins will get an experience 
he will never forget. Fancy the disgrace of a British soldier being whipped 
like any ordinary street Arab by a nigger! Will Government take the hint ? 
The way in which poor unarmed Natives are murdered in cold blood by military 
brutes has now become simply scandalous. | . ee 
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22. If we were to turn the files of newspapers for the last 5 or 6 months, 
we would realise that, like the plague, another epi- 
Comments on a Bengal case demic has been raging in India in which the black 
yg ate agg with death at the aside of the white 
wig (50) ne, | Sahebs. m a case given in | engali, we have 
SES Cr: BET e | teen aoe ath Haatbecn Seale al ue Te 
his servant like a dog. The paper here quotes the account of Mr. Ambler’s 
case and observes :—The case has, it is said, “te. rise to a good deal of excite- 
ment in Bengal. How will the agitation end? We can only answer this ques- 
tion as follows. It was necessary to beat the servant by way of punishment 
for his disobedience. It was also necessary to preserve self-control in admi- 
nistering the beating, but it isin human nature that mistakes should be com- 
mitted in such matters. The man who gave water to the expiring servant was 
ignorant and illiterate and gave too much water and thereby caused the death 
of the servant. The Saheb should be fined five rupees for his fiery temper in 
beating the servant.. The man who by giving water proved the immediate 
cause of the servant’s death deserves to be severely dealt with, but the Court, in 
the exercise of its mercy, sentences him to transportation for seven years. Past 
experience renders such a decision not impossible. When such a decision is 
given there will be a hollow outcry allover the country for a few days and 
everything will then be quiet (as before). So long as there were spirited men 
in India such instances of insolence never occurred. Now there are very few 
men of real pluck, but there isa plethora of servile and cringing dogs, and, 
consequently, they aredying. It is the duty of a really spirited man to act up, 
when necessary, to the proverb ‘like for like.’ Those who do not choose to do 
so must of course die like dogs. 


23. The Dnydnodaya quotes the whole of the article in the Kadi noticed 
in paragraph 23 of the last weekly Report and makes 
| ‘he Kb aban 12 article the following remarks on the same :— It pray have 
ma ve been more'in keeping .with the name of the news- 
ce Wie es paper if it had senting its criticisms to cases of very 
recent date instead of raking up very old cases which 
have already been subjected to criticism (by other newspapers). Mild 
comments on the latest case would have served the purpose quite well. It 
would be better to make plain and straightforward criticism than to resort 
to sarcasm. Sarcastic writing produces more harm than good. The subject 
discussed by the Kd/ and the manner of discussing it are likely to create a 
misunderstanding between the rulers and the ruled. If ignorant people read 
such writings, there is a probability of riots like those at Midnapur occurring. 
Government would never like such criticism, Plain fault-finding is to be pre- 
ferred to this sort of writing. It would be well if Government were to take 
notice of such things and give publicity to the actual facts, so that the wild 
writings of newspapers might be checked. 


24, The plague isan unbidden guest; neither the Government nor the 

| people invoked it. It has come among us to punish 

_ Plague policy of Govern. yg for conscious or unconscious violations’ of the 
eeu tt ie ia tee ae laws of sanitation committed either by the Govern- 
rectly beneficent to i. ment or the people. The Government should have 
people. taken advantage of this visitation to strengthen its 
Kesari (54), 7th June. hold upon the affections of the people by taking 

| measures to alleviate their miseries during the pre- 
valence of the epidemic. The Government does not like to confer obligations 
-upon the people when they are suffering under a misfortune. It rather likes 
that misfortunes should not befall its subjects. Such a desire is no doubt 
laudable. But then misfortunes will sometimes come (in spite of the wishes of 
the Government to the contrary), and when they do come, the first duty of a 
statesman is to help the people and heap a load of obligations upon them. Does 
it not, therefore, behove the Government to take directly beneficent measures 
in a time of plague? If the Government had done this it would not have been 
essary for it to choose between flogging the rioters and quietly sending them 
jail. If krors of rupees had not been wasted on the frontier operations, the 


we 


" a 


_Gommens on tn vlagse iaols—as a precaution against the plague,” Bug tho 
"Pdowe Vaibhav (77), 9th villagers, not liking the action of the authorities, 


June. ' aftacked and overpowered them. The latter soo 


: ; die hard. But they cannot certainly die either by 
Vlague operations in Cal- -the shots of the imprudent and over-nervous Dr. 


cutta and the remedies sug- To? Sd ee : 
gestea for removing the pre- Laing or the flogging of rioters m1 public streets, 


judices of the people about OF even by the appearance of the military escorting 
inoculation. the suspected Zrecawallah. It is suggested that 
Mahvratta (7), 5th Jone. —s the plague officers should be armed with revolvers. 
: The efficacy of this, too, is not clear to us. The in- 
stance of Dr. Laing is fresh before our eyes. Here is a man who, being scared 
away by the sight of a boy of twelve armed with a broken piece of wood, fired 
at him and killed him, and who moreover imprudently sought a mob and killed 
another person, when it was not impossible to avert tue whole thing. We cannot 
help thinking that it would be a mistake to arm plague officers with revolvers as 
Dr. Laing has proved the great likelihood of the privilege being abused. The 
only means, in our opinion, is to give the people as many facilities as possible 
to understand the Government measures in their true light. 


27. Itis a pity Government do not yet see the advisability of accepting 

| the proposal of the Chamber of Commerce to put an 

- Removal of all restrictions . end to all those vexatious restrictions which have 
sek fat eee le ak made travelling from Bombay and coming to Bombay 
lin e even for a short visit extremely worrying and harass- 
ing. Now thatthe plague has practically left us, 

it is time that all restrictions should cease and people allowed to breathe freely 
again. As it is very probable that the plague will recrudesce once more next 
cold weather, the city may well be given some respite and quict, so that it may 
the more cheerfully prepare itself for any trouble to come. It is long since we 
were promised great concessions as regards quarantine and detention. But the 
fulfilment of the promise has been extremely slow and tardy, and even now 
Government are talking of nothing better than relaxing restrictions and giving 
every facility for travelling for business’ sake. Government seem hardly con- 
scious of the vexatiousness of the system of treble certificates for securing 
passes and apparently do not yet intend to lighten much the worry and trouble 
involved, which to the poorer classes is almost unbearable, To us it seems that 
the business and guarantee pass may be wholly abolished, and so also the Town 
Hall office, now and for ever. Let everybody be allowed to go out freely who 
can produce a pass from the District Plague Oilicer certifying that he is 
neither a contact nor a resident of an infected place. That one pass even will 
in many cases be difficult to obtain, It will give all the necessary guarantee 
against the traveller carrying the plague with him. Since the above was 


penned, it has been notified that the Town Hall office would be closed from the 


13th of June. The concession does not go far enough, though it will bring some 


. 


: ‘ ? . 


welcome relief. The abolition of the “ business”? certifieate is more necessary 
than that of anything else. i 
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28. Referring to the Government resolution on the Bombay riots of 

J eKo ) 9th March, the Mumbai Vaibhav says:—We think 
Remarks on the Govern- the conduct of the police in preserving order was 
ment resolution on the Bom- quite proper, but we entirely condemn and disap- 
“Vumbai Vaibhav (67), 9th Prove of the conduct both of the Plague Committee 
Jure. - - -and Government. It was-clearly their duty to have 
+ kept themselves properly in touch with the state of 

ublic feeling and relaxed the stringency of the harsh plague measures before, 


instead of after, the occurrence of the riot. 


29. The Akhbir-e-Soddgar thanks Government for having published the 
ites ‘io the Police Commissioner on the Bombay 
Pie yo erm (221), 9th yiots of 9th March and for concurring with the Police 
Commissioner in absolving the leaders of Muham- 

madans from having any hand in them. The paper says that the unpopula- 


rity of the plague measures was the sole cause of the riots and that the plague 


authorities were to blame for not having exercised their powers wisely. It 
differs from the Police Commissioner on the subject of the meeting of the cloth 
merchants held with closed doors, and says that the notice for convening the 
meeting as well as its proceedings were duly published in the papers at the time. 


30. During the plague riots in Bombay a few people lost their heads and 

i | committed acts of violence. They have of course 

Alleged yielding of Govern- been duly punished for this foolish conduct. But that 

ment before lawlessness and ¢Gonduct was instrumental in bringing the Govern- 
violence in the matter of the ; 

Bombay plague measures, ment to reason and to the side of common sense. The 


Madhumakshika (61), 6th dictatorial (lit. demoniacal) powers of the Plague Com- 


June. mittee were taken away and the municipality was (once 


more) entrusted with the task of coping with the plague 
by adopting mild measures, ‘The entire Native press as well as the Anglo-Indian 
press had given ample warning to Government to mitigate the severity of their 
plague. measures, but that warning went unheeded. It was found too mild a 
remedy to cure the distemper of Government, and the ignorant and budmash 
element in Bombay was able to bring the Government to reason far more 
effectively than their wiser brethren wished. We were and are still of opinion 
that mild and peaceful representations weigh more with Government than the acts 
of roughs and rogues, . But the experience (taught by the Bombay riots) is quite 
the reverse of this. | 7 


31. With asigh of relief must Bombay have received the Government 
order ‘restoring to the Municipal Commissioner the 

New organization for the responsibility to deal with the plague. Of the 
suppression of the plague in Plague Committee, indeed, everybody had got heartily 


a> Spectator (4), 5th SiICk. The worst of its faults was its extravagance, 


June. which has brought our municipality to the borders 
of bankruptcy. The restoration of the status quo 
ante is, therefore, a great relief. e trust that the plague administrationZof 


the future will be marked as much by wisdom and promptness as by sympathy 
for the people and due regard for their pockets. There will be this advantage in 
the new organization for the suppression of the plague in future, that there will 
be no dual authority and the work of dealing with plague patients and infected 
houses will run hand in hand and in harmony with that of general sanitation. 


32. The Ae eles sore, thes m4 plague saree Li of Sir James 
pean ; - Campbell proved most unpopular because he placed 
re tr-¢-Telém (140), 9th implicit confidence in” his petty sabotdinates, and 
| warns Mr: Snow, the head of the new plague adminis- 
tration at Bombay, not to follow Sir James Campbell’s policy in this respect. — 
_. 88. A crisis has arrived in the financial: aoe of the Bombay Municipal 
LAY CU Corporation, and unless Government immediately give 
‘with the apportionment of UP the unjust attitude which they have taken up in 
the plague expenditure in Connection with the plague expenditure, it will not he 
Bombay: _.-» Jong before our local municipality becomes a hopeless 
Pasig an anion (4), 6th pankrupt. The total expenditure has gone up to 
es | nearly thirty-five lakhs of rupees and it will not be 
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amiss to ! that the terrible drain is not yet over. The irresponsible pro- 
digality of the defunct Plague Committee would have beggared a small princi- 
pality. No wonder, therefore, that the Bombay Corporation are at the end of 
their tether. The Government theory about the plague measures not being an 
Imperial concern has been already exploded, and the wisest course for the Gov- 
ernment would be to swallow the bitter pill and hasten to replenish the 
exhausted treasury of our poor civic fathers. But for the enormous expenditure 
which Bombay so readily incurred and the elaborate preventive measures 
adopted, we are quite sure that the dread disease would have played havoc with 
the whole of India long ago. In fact, this vast country owes to the urbs prima 
in Indis a deep debt of gratitude, and now that she wants help it would be 
meanness to leave her floundering in a financial chaos. We hope the Govern- 
ment of India will at once reconsider their decision and pay their own share of 
the enormous plague expenditure incurred in Bombay. 


34. Happily for the peace and good name of Bombay the Plague Com- 
~ mittee has ceased to trouble us, and Lord Sandhurst 
Publication of the accounts has thus rectified one of his many mistakes; but 
of the Bombay Plague Com- there is an uneasy feeling abroad that the accounts 
mittee desired. | . , ° ‘ 
Champion (2), 5th Juve. OF this precious body are to be burked. We imagine 
- weare doing a public duty when we proclaim as 
loudly as we can that, should these accounts not see the light of day, it will be a 
scandal of colossal proportions, And this scandal must be avoided at all costs. 
We should be sorry to endorse or print all the gup of Bombay, but if one-tenth 
of the rumours now prevailing are true, it is necessary for the public reputation of 
every Municipal Commissioner that this question be pushed to a definite conclu- 
sion. We have great faith in Mr. Snow, and we believe he will not willingly 
allow the matter to be shirked; but Mr. Snow is human and influence is great. 
Surely there must be some members of the Committee appointed to examine the 
accounts who can tell us what is taking place? Where is the Honourable Mr. 
Mehta and his colleagues Dr. Bhalchandra and Mr, Wacha?P What are they 
doing? Can they give usany information? And can any one tell us why that 
series of excellent articles on Plague Committee Finance, which were appearing 
in the Advocate of India, have suddenly ceased P ‘These articles were getting 
more and more interesting and it is melancholy to reflect that they have not 
been finished. May we, however, again inform all concerned that these accounts 
must see the light of day? It isthe money of Bombay rate-payers that has 
been spent without their leave, and at least they should know where it has gone. 
And unless we are very much mistaken, they will know it too. 


35. We learnt a few days back that, as plague had almost totally dis- 
| : appeared in the Bombay Presidency, the disinfection 
_ Alleged injustice of throw- ancl detention at Anand would be discontinued; and 
ry & = cost of iy Pay sce they were actually stoppedfor afewdays. But disin- 
peta oe mp one’s" fection has again been resumed, and passengers coming 
Praja Bandhu (114), 5th {rom the south of Anand are detained there at least 
June, Eng. cols, és for six hours for disinfection. In this connection we 
: have to raise our humble protest against the Govern- 
ment intending to burden the Anand Municipality with the whole of the costs 
of these operations. Surely when municipalities like those of Bombay and Surat 
were not in a position to bear the whole cost of suppressing the plague, 16 1s no 
exaggeration to say that if the burden is thrown upon the Anand Municipality 
it will be insolvent in no time. But apart from this consideration, why should 
Anand pay the cost? The camp at Anand has admittedly done an amount of 
ood to the country at large. It has not allowed plague to enter northern 
ujarét. and Kéthidwdr, Panch Mahbdls and districts north and east. It has 
saved several\Native States like Rutlam. Why should not the burden then be 
equitably. divided ? In our opinion, the Imperial exchequer should bear such — 
extraordinary burdens, The plague was a national calamity and the cost of 
suppressing it should be borne by the nation at large, of course drawing propor- 
tionately on the Native States. ., 
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36. The measures for stamping out the plague -which'Government forcibly 

, bé introd ee into Poona without consulting the | 

Plagne expenditure in municipality or the citizens have cost Rs. 4 lakhs up 
“cone and the local municr to now and it is estimated that a few of the measures 
Vartanidhi (93), 8th June. that are still in force in the city in spite of the absence 
ie of the plague would cost about Rs. 1 lakh more. 
Government, who are not prepared to bear a pie of this expenditure, have 
asked the municipality to defray the amount by raising a loan for the purpose. 
The finances of the municipality being in a very poor condition, that body does 
not know how to solve the difficulty. It is the duty of our leaders to devote 
their attention to this matter. 


37. Why shouldthe restrictions on the outgoing peoplestillcontinue with the 
: same stringency, now that the plague is on the wane P 
Request to modify the It is impossible to sufficiently appreciate the hardship 
restrictions placed on persoDS ynon people who are so much restricted in their 
goiug out of Karachi. . ' 
Phenie (8), 4th June. movements. It is not difficult to take precautions 
that people going out may not carry infection. For 
instance, care might be taken in issuing passes only to those who are well 
known to the Superintendents to have for a long time resided in a locality 
entirely free from plague, No rational object can be served by maintaining 
obviously needless restraints, except perhaps the gratification of a hobby. Again, 
why should not the inoculated be exempted from detention at Malir? The 
most sceptical have by this time been satisfied that Dr. Haffkine’s prophy- 
lactic does confer immunity. And when this has been recognized here by exempt- 
ing the inoculated contacts from segregation, why should not the same principle 
be extended to people going out, especially now that the chances of their spreading 
infection have been reduced? In Bombay, when inoculation was recognized, it 
carried with it exemption from detention for outgoers as well as from segregation. 
There is no certainty whether persons who are about to be detained at Malir on 
their way upcountry can be allowed to return to Karachi if they wish it, But 
the procedure of refusing permission to return to Kardchi does not strike us as 
fair or reasonable, There can be no conceivable risk from the infected men 
returning to an infected area. Noearthly purpose could beattained by persist- 
ing in detaining them. On the contrary, the Malir camp would be getting rid 
of possible infection. We should very much like the authorities to make this 
point clear either by instructing Dr. Niblock not to refuse permission to 
return, or by explaining what danger would be involved in the practice. 


38. The Din Mani expresses its regret for the remarks made by it on 
the plague operations at Ankleshwar in the Broach 
Withdrawal of a certain District in its issue of the 24th May (vide paragraph 


aren oO TE: pew 2 Peno ©6402 Of the weekly Report No. 22, page 16), says that 


Broach ‘District. its information was at the time based on: mere 
Din Mani (132), 7th hearsay, and that on making due enquiries it is 
June. - | now convinced that there have been real plague 


cases at Ankleshwar. The paper avers that it made 
its former remarks without any intention of casting any reflection against 
Dr. Cooper and begs now to withdraw them as they are found to be unjust. 


39. A Hubli correspondent: of the Dhdrwdr Vritt writes:—A boy living 

ree od . in the fort was laid up with fever and died last morn- 
Plague operationsat Hubli. jing, While digging the ground with an iron crowbar, 
, Dha'rwa'r Vritt (38), 2nd he had a swelling under his armpit; this brought on 
zen fever and he died ultimately. As soon as the plague 
doctor heard of the boy’s death he visited the house and left instructions that the 
corpse should be sent to the dispensary. It was taken there accordingly and 
pia il to be a plague case. The doctor visited the locality inthe evening 


and sent the inmates oF seven or eight houses into the segregation camp. Before 
this order. was 
ey m 


carried into éffect several of the inmates had disappeared. Will 
dthe infection? Is there again any definite rule thata parti- 
of houses should ‘be vacated when‘a plague case occurs in any 
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rer 

locality ? Themen sent tothe segregation camp are worried unnecdssarily)- 

Government should take steps fo provide them with carts and coolies to reine 

ae Poor men cannot secure either and Government should come to. 

eir aid. Veiga. Ae | Hoa 


40, The ifn S03 = plague at Hubli, district Dhérwar, has made 

A wed e authorities change their plan of campaign. In- 

Pisiniig es Psst gy ith stead of burning down houses as fobmisely they now 
» u (169), ca . 

Bth June. - send the inmates of infected houses to the segrega- 

a tion camp at any hour, even during the night, dis- 

regarding all inconveniences of the persons removed, and insist on implicit 


obedience to their orders. This action on the vart of the authorities is some- 


what inhuman and annoying to the people. Weinvite the attention of the 
District Collector to this matter and hope that he will take steps to discon- 
tinue at once the practice of removing people to the segregation camp at 
night. [The ZLoka Bandhu does not think that there is a serious outbreak of 


- plague at Hubli, and says that the authorities magnify its importance by raising 


an unnecessary alarm on mere suspicion. | 


41. The Bakul says that the materials of the quarantine camp at Ratni- 
giri were sold by publicauction, though it was ru- 
Remarks on the sale of moured that Dr. Kirtikar, Civil Surgeon, had advised 


_ materials of the detention that they should be destroyed by fire, The paper 


camp at Ratnagiri, 


Bakul (25), bth June. | Say8 that when things, such as paddy and thatching — 


straw in houses, suspected of harbouring plague germs, 
were ordered to be burnt by the plague authorities, it looks rather strange that 
the materials of a Government quarantine camp where plague cases had actually 
occurred should be preserved and sold by auction. What guarantee is there, 
the paper asks, that no plague germs lurk in the materials of the demolished 
quarantine camp, and why should not one and the same rule be made applicable 
to the articles belonging to Government and those belonging to the public ? 


bes 42. Tickets are not issued at the local railway 
Plague measures at Bel- tation to persons going out of Belgaum unless they 
a. Dhureen (39), 2nd June, | Produce passes from the plague authorities, This 


arrangement puts people to great inconvenience. 


43, A correspondent, writing from Satara, ‘says :—Mr. Aston, before he 
_.__ game to Satara, was known only tothe Thana and 
Mr. Aston as 4 judicial Bombay bar as a Judge who loved duels with pleaders 
ae (7), Sth June. and advocates who appeared before him. In Satdra 
he made nis mark, and the first press prosecution of 
the Jast cold season -was the  gemee 3 Mr. Aston is now known throughout 
the civilised world and also the uncivilised portion of our district. He is some- 
what a man of first impressions. When the case for the prosecution is first 
stated to him, it seems to make rather a deep impression on his mind; and 
when the pleader for the accused tries to break down ‘the case for the prosecu- 
tion in his cross-examination and defence, the Judge invariably expects him to 
sugvest some alternative theory as to the occurrence of the crime. He very 
rarely gives the accused the “ benefit of adoubt.” This is because perhaps he 
seldom has any doubt. He has a peculiar way of looking at evidence. In 
appeal cases Mr . Aston is more equanimous and patient. His knowledge of law 
is not of the soundest, though he is impregnable in his conceit of it. His con- 
duct towards pleaders is highly disrespectful oreven contemptuous. Mr. Aston 
is, however, very hard-working. Before giving over charge he filled certain 
vacancies created by the plague, and in doing so ignored vested rights for the 
sake of introducing the non-Brahmin element. - 
—’s ould be a pity. if Mr. Steele were not permanently posted here, 
i hei : : aks because a civilian Scale according to the 
‘Request to Government'to rules of the Bombay Government, be appointed to the 
appoint Mr. . ee Collectorate of Hyderabad. Why could not the rules 


lector uf lydorabed | "be modified ? ’ It is a well known fact that Mr. Steele has 
Sek a's. mu ” "~*~". sagceeded in winning the confidence of the people. He 


. has discharged his duties to Government with efficiency 
con 187—6 


ED set na Sere oe hin se eae eee Os 


Pango eS Net ob 


* i oo Sree d se ‘ ou? af? ~ : Sti y r « 
ST A nd has ee! Gera ae ee et “9 ee we one = 
Fa "Olan 2 “Pees. or bs tact PT a elegy, ren omar ars 


£ ee a 
Rion = 
i at since & aa 
bs it Pe : ie 
ee ¥ tod . hy ee ; / 
; ik -: Papi wigs TEC ee ees “> : 
Pe aie ry Ee Dees or € 6x 
4 Daina Be gt Re i A i) MS Pa iat BCH eM SPN irl. eee ' : hy 4 rind 
xt = 2,” “ " . 
¢ ~ 2 ‘ s - . 
<i > d or . 7 
ae ; a 
vies ? rev . 
= 


20 


and at the same time kept the people happy and contented. We feei certain 
that -his regime would be reckoned superior to that of any civilian that might 
_be appointed to take his place. Weregret that Government should under these: 
circumstances insist on having a civilian at Hyderabad. : 


45. All people here are aware of the reasons which led to the transfer and 
7 degradation of Mr, L.G. Deshmukh, who had very 
Comments on the transfer well discharged his duties for two years as Acting 
Oummicntin eae Assistant Collector of Shol4pur and. become very popular. He 
Bradys, gprs had to suffer for the arrog of Mr. Thatcher, Dis- 
.Kalpataru (51), 5th June; pance oO r. Cr, UIs 
Hindu Punch (45), 9th Jane. trict Superintendent of Police at Sholapur, and it was 
| very noble on the part of Mr. Deshmukh that. he did 
not protest against the partiality displayed by Government in the matter, 
Perhaps Mr. Deshmukh, like other people, thought that Government, though 
misled for the time, would come to know the truth some day and would do 
justice to him. We regret tosay, however, that looking to the conduct of 
Government it is useless to entertain any such hope, Mr, Deshmukh has been 
superseded by Mr. Panse and several European Assistant Collectors, and only 
recently he has been deprived of the chance of being appointed Acting Collector 
of Kanara. Those who will read the article in the Dnya'n Chakshu of the last 
week dealing with this subject will be sorry for the vindictive attitude of Gov- 
ernment, They seem to be determined never to appoint Mr, Deshmukh to a 
Collectorship, and hence, according to our contemporary, he is transferred to 
Belgaum and Mr. Boyd sent to Kénara, so that the latter might act for Mr. 
Shepherd as Collector during his absence on leave. [The Hindu Punch of the 
9th June expresses similar sentiments. } 


46. Our contemporaries the Caleutia Weekly Notes and the Hindu of 


Madras have been recently discussing the question 


_ Remarks in connection of undefended prisoners at sessions trials. We entirely 
with the legal aid given to 


audelendad piucaee oh ese Conn in the views expressed by these contemporaries. 
sions trials. 3 The practice that obtains at present requires radical 

Praja Bandhu (1145, sth Changes. In all murder cases where the accused is 
June, Eng, cols. unable to engage a pleader Government provide a 


pleader to defend him, and this pleader (called the 
pauper pleader) is one of the rawest juniors. The practice of supplying legal 
aid, though well-meant, often fails in its object. To defend a person accused of 
the gravest charge an amount of tact and experience are required, which can 
hardly be found in a raw junior. In our opinion, in all sessions .trials when the 
accused is unable to engage the services of a lawyer, such aid should be supplied 
by Government. In minor.cases juniors may be briefed, while in graver cases 
seniors may be entrusted with the defence. The only objection that can be 
urged against this proposal would be that it would entail an additional burden 
on the Government. But this can be easily avoided, asa number of pleaders 
and barristers fairly in good practice and possessing good experience may be 
found willing to take up such cases gratis if only they be asked by the Court 
to do .so and facilities afforded them to conduct the defence. Very often 
instances occur where an accused is sent to jail only because he cannot engage 
the services of a pleader. — es: 


_ 47. The Praja Pokdr approves of the decision of Rao Bahddur Bhailal 
ve | of the decision of _ aShotamdas, First Class City Magistrate, Surat, in 
the City Magistrate, Surat, *he action for defamation brought against the editor 
in the action for defamation and proprietor of the Gwardt Mitra by Mr. Manibhai 
against the editor and pro- Prdnubhdi, B.A., late personal assistant to the Plague 
hc = ee gar “en Superintendent of the Sayadpura ward at Surat, and 
wee (152), 8th wishes to know what action Government mean to 
take against Mr, Manibhai upon the report made 


against him by Mr. Jervis, Plague Ward Supe ntendent. 


. 48. The Pratod complains about the want of a First Class Magi 
“Mia ce. wee ca... VAlva during the absenco of Réo Séheb Jogle 
mf) eh Waive (Batdn). that Mr. Percival, 1.0.8., who is in charge of th 
agistratent Viva (Sitira). 7 cases “from Valva requir- 
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aaa cate ise of first class powers, but that it would 
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be oe to take such cases before him during the rains owing to the want 
of railway communication between Kardéd and Vdlva, and that of necessity 
such cases will have to be taken ‘all the way to Sdtéra for trial. The paper 
suggests that if Mr. Killedar, Second Class Magistrate at Vdlva, were to be tem- 
porarily invested with first class powers pending the return of R4o Saheb Joglekar, 
the difficulty pointed out above would be obviated, and hopes that the District 
Magistrate will act upon the suggestion. —_ | 


49. The serious affray near Bandora Station on the last night of Muhar- 
, _ Yam, which has already terminated fatally for the 
Fg ig 8 Parsi Fouzdar, suggests some painful reflections. Set- 
toh da tl sane —— ting aside the many conflicting versions of the affair, 
“Indian Spectator (4), Sth We may take it as proven that the Fouzdar went up 
“ane. to a mob of about 500 Muhammadans, at an odd hour 
of the night, when the populace could be least open 
to reason, with no more than five hands and one Eurasian comrade, who seems 
to have shown the white feather at the first sight of danger. We may take it 
also that the Fouzdar risked it because he thought he had to. ‘The order of the 
Police Superintendent had to be carried out, however inadequate the number 
of men with him. Whose is the fault? We fear it is the Government that is 
to blame largely for this lamentable inadequacy of hands. Police officers in 
the districts have complained of it for years. Is there anything like a police 
force at or neay Bandora for sudden emergencies? It is well known that a 
certain quarter of Bandora is sprinkled with ruffians who always give trouble 
during the Muharram. What we should ask the authorities to do on such occa- 
. Slohs is to issue definite orders, backed up with a sufficient force, and to leave 
the orders to be executed by men of tact and experience. 


50, From the newspaper reports of the Muharram disturbance at Bandora? 
Dnyiin Prakésh (3), 6th the immediate cause appears to be the indiscreetness 
iss tee te of the Chief Constable in hastening the procession 
with a compiete disregard of the religious suscepti- 
bilities of the processionists. It is reported that the latest hour at which the 
Tabuts were allowed to parade through the thoroughfares was one o’clock, and 
when the persons in charge of the procession were informed that the hour was 
reached they were willing to comply with the orders of Government. But a 
Tazia was lagging behind and this required ‘some more time to close the proces- 
sion. An allowance of half an hour at the most would have gratified the 
religious feelings of the Muhammadans, who could have managed to convey the 
Tabuts to their destination within the allotted time, and the altercation that 
cost the young but over-energetic officer his life would have been avoided 
But the latter, instead of meeting them half-way, insisted upon the Navapada 
Tabut, which was lagging behind, remaining where it was. This excited bad 
_ blood among some fanatics and the result wasthat theChief Constable was assaulted 
as also the Havildar, and both were levelled tothe ground. We have nosympathy 
with those who disregarded the orders of the police and took the law into their 
own hands; but it is impossible to resist a legitimate belief that, were it not 
for the fatal mistake committed by the Chief Constable in insisting upon stopping 
the procession exactly at one o'clock, everything would have passed off quietly. 


51. Referring to the recent Muharram riot at Bandora, the Vrittasdr 
ae observes that the disagreement tetween the Muham- 

Vrittasdr (100), 6th June. syadans and the Chief Constable arose simply because 
the former wanted the period of bringing the procession toa close to be extended. 
by some 15 minutes or so, and that if the Chief Constable had but waited for that 
short time the deplorable riot that ensued would not have occurred and several 
persons would have been saved from the imprisonment which now awaits them. 


52. The Gujardtt and the Broach Mitra regret the alleged want of tact 

he | shown’ by the polige authorities in dealing with the 
Gujarati (106), 5th June; Myhammadans at Bandora at the time of the Muhar- 
peony Per AEDS sth ram celebration. The papers think that had the 

ener ie . authorities shown but some patience, the lamentable 
‘fracas, dignified by exaggeration into a riot, according to the Gwardts, would © 
‘never have occurred. They throw the blame directly on the late Chief Constable — 


22 

63, It is very unfortunate that such a thing asthe Press Committee . 

Poona should have produced an amount ee 
Publication of the Govern- - tive criticism, breathing evidently a spirit sro 

mart pecan 7 vaneed in the intentions of Government in ee 

the ro aaa Committee, and more unfortunate still + + deve. 
Mahrétta (77), Eth June, ment should have given cause for it all by making a 
secret of the pene and functions of the Press Oom- 
mittee, Some of our contem pecan expect us to enlighten them on the 
point, but we regret our inability to do so. For our sake as well as that of 
our contemporaries we have addressed a letter to Mr, Lamb, the District 
Magistrate of Poona, requesting therein that he may be so good as to supply 
us [with a copy of the Government resolution which appears to have directed 
the appointment of a Press Committee for Poona, possibly among other 
places, and we trust Mr. Lamb will kindly grant our request and take the credit 
of setting at rest the ball of speculation which has been set Bang by the sudden 
appointment of the Poona Press Commitiee. 


54. Itis with the greatest pleasure that we announce to our readers the | 
fact that the Indu Prakdsh has secured an unex- 
A Press Committee about pected but quite welcome subscriber. ‘The new sub- 
pd — into existence = gcoriber is no less a person than Mr. Vincent, the 
Tadu Poabdsh ( 4), 6th popular Police Commissioner of Bombay. After the 
June. famous Press Committee in Poona we were more than 
prepared for some such move, and we are not the least 
sorry that it has been made, Of course no regular Press Committee has been 
proclaimed here from the top of the Secretariat, but it will not be much wide 
of the mark if the guess is hazarded that a Committee in camera will be patched 
up to help the Police Commissioner in wading through the amazing labyrinth 
of the vernacular journals. We congratulate the Government of Lord Sand- 
hurst on its having taken a practical step to bein touch with the Native 
press. The terrible storm that burst over the Native press was, in our opinion, 
due to the contemptuous *‘ aloofness ”’ which our rulers observe i in regard to the 
Native journalists. ee 


55. A Press Committee has been formed to scrutinize the columns of the 
SN ee vernacular papers in Hyderabad and to point out to 
to revise the constitution of ‘He. authorities the passages: where the editors ex- 
the Press Committee at ceed the legitimate bounds of criticism. The Com- 
Hyderabad (Sind). mittee consists of Messrs. Hoonahan, Chuharmal, Tulsi- 
Prabhat (196), 4th June, das, Imamali,and Chandiram. We regret Bao Baha- 
Bing, cols. dur Kouramal has not been included in the Committee. 
He is a Sindi scholar and will be best able to form and express an opinion 
about the writings in the vernacular papers. The object of the Committee is, 
we learn, merely to aid the authorities in forming a correct estimate of the 
writings in the vernacular papers. If this is so, it is essentially necessary 
to have Sindi scholars on the Committee, and those too such as may possess the 
ability to understand what constitutes legitimate criticism, and independence 
enough to give expression to their true opinion, Men who would pronounce 
all comments on the Government acts ae polic ey as blasphemous should in 
fairness be kept out of the Committee, We wish the authorities revised without 
delay the present constitution of the Hyderabad Press Committee. 


56, Last week we published an extract from the Advocate of India to the 
pinte Deke eae effect that a drama entitled “ Shivaji’? liad been sup- 
- Approval of the conduct pressed by the Bombay. Police because it was consi- . 
of the Bombay Police in Jered by ‘them to be seditious. (When we first saw the 
stopping the Marathi theatri- 
he ormance of the drama ‘alanenations | in. the Advocate we were unable to verify 

f Shivaji. — - i, and we: therefore published it without comment 
* Champion @), Sth June ~ ag.an important piece of news. To be quite honest 
i = -gbout the: poorer imagined that we were in for 


1. Poo Negron terete sr tmeed. ourselves for | the ar pe For if 
no tH meng. We 


~ at aphe  ae 


m ~ 
s is 
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ate glad to inform our réaders that the episedé has been much exaggerated. It 
ppears that the drama in question contained some reference to Muhammadatis 
which was likely to. have caused trouble, and under this cireumstance the Oott 
missioner of : Police, quite properly we think, stopped the production of the 
_ play. ‘We wish to assure our Indian readers that euch a course is quite common i 
in England; the authorities there will not permit a drama to be produced which Hl 


may lead to religious or political disturbance, and no one objects to such pro- 
hibition . We therefore gladly admit, if our information he correct, that the 
Commissioner acted wisely. When there is a real interference with liberty of 
speech, the Champion will, as it has already done, protest with all its might, 
but in the present instance nothing illegitimate seems to have been done, and 
we should, as sensible men, hold our. tongues. 


Education. 


57. The Kalpataru hears in connection with the succession to the Director- 
| ship of Public Instruction in Berar that it is in con- 
Remarks in connection templation to confer the post on Mr. B. R. Sahasra- 


with the appointment of a : ¢ . 
sttenedion to thé Diswtclehin budhe, Educational Inspector, 8. D., Bombay, in super- 


of Public Instruction, Berar. Session of what the paper calls the just and superior 
Kolpataru (51), 5th June. Claims of Mr. Mahajani, M, A., Educational Inspector 
in Berar. The paper says that Mr. Mahajani is the 

right man to succeed to the Director’s place, as he is an M.A. and as he has 
served for over twenty years in the Educational Department in Berar and has 
acquired valuable local experience about the educational requirements of the 
province. It urges, therefore, that the Government of India would be guilty of 
committing a great injustice to Mr. Mahajani and the public of Berar alike if 


they would pass over the former and confer the place on an outsider like Mr. 
Sahasrabudhe. 


58. Last Thursday’s Bombay Government Gazette contains a notification 
to the effect that only those colleges and institutions 
notifigation of: the: Bouibay which have been named therein are authorised by 
Government in regard to the the Governor of Bombay in Council under Sec- 
recognition of colleges inthe tion 12 of Act XXII of 1857 to grant to candidates 
Bombay Presidency. for degrees of the Bombay University the certificates 
Pe SS se oe of Nee qualification. By issuing this notification Govern- 
Res ee ment have only révived their right of withholding 
their sanction for opening a college or institution without which the University 
Senate cannot grant the affiliation. Why this power was allowed to remain 
unexercised ever since it came into existence forty years ago and what unusual 
circumstances led to its revival this year is beyond our power to tell. It is, 
however, true so far that the heads of colleges and even Fellows of the University 
had little consciousness of its existence till last January, when during the 
discussion over the application for affiliation of a new Law College in Bombay 
one of the Bombay dailies, probably enjeying the confidence of Government, 
was the first. to suggest that the easiest way of solving the difficulty was to 
revive the power vested by Act XXII of 1857 and withhold the necessary 
sanction under the section now dragged into light. Colleges had hitherto 
applied for affiliation and the affiliation was granted them by the University 
without waiting for the sanction of Government. Candidates were examined 
and certificates of qualification were granted. Government themselves recog- 
nised the degrees conferred upon these candidates. When everything has 
been thus working smoothly for a number of years, it is rather -surprising 
that Government should now think if fit to interfere and assert their right 
much to the inconvenience and hindrance of the progress of higher edu- 
cation in this presidency. Again, there was some justification for sach a notifi- 
cation two yearsago when Government contributed something towards the 
expenses of the University; but even that grant has been now withdrawn. 
Government have, therefore, morally spedkirig, forfeited their right of inter- 
vention To let the University alone to itself when 4 question of finance comes 
éo thie front and to assert orie’sclaim of control over it at other titties’ is indeed 
‘aclever way of just dealing. a a ae NS NARI NbN AER MS ASS A : 
"gon 187—7 


Comments on the recent 


= 


opted ey os oe 


‘June. 


59. The Hitechchhu condemyps the manner in which books are purchased 
: for prize distribution in primary schools, says that 
Py on a prssernb some of the head masters, with whom the selection 
in connection with the selec. Tests, purchase many useless books of those authors 
tion of books for prizes by Who pay them handsome commissions and neglect 
some head masters of pri- many useful publications though sanctioned by the 
mary schools igs). gh Department as prize and library books. The paper 
one ms Sen alleges that sometimes books not sanctioned by the 
Educational Department are purchased for distribu- 
tion as prizes, and requests the Director of Public Jnstruction to make enquiries 
into the matter. = 


Ratlways. 


60. Every now and then the attention of the public and of capitalists is 
turned to the desirableness of a Southern Konkan 


: Se for South Kon- railway. Rough surveys have been undertaken, but 
an desired. . 
Dayducdags (18), om advance has as yet been made towards its actual 


June, Eng. cols. building. The hindrance in its way is supposed to 

: be that it will not pay. On the other hand, there 
are many who believe that if carried sufficiently south to tap important lines of 
trade, those investing capital in the scheme would not be losers. But even if 
its dividends were not to be as large as that of some railways, Government 
might well, we think, share in the loss for the sake of the people who for four 
months of the year are-almost prisoners. During the monsoon the coasting 
steamers stop, all cart traffic ends, and people travel under the greatest difficulty. 


A railway would be a great boon to the several millions of people who thickly 
populate Southern Konkan. | 


Municipalities, 


61. A correspondent writes:—Over and over again the notice of the 

: - - municipal executive has been drawn in local news- 

Nuisance caused by halal- papers to the nuisance caused by halalkhors and 
= ¥E pene tas —— sweepers by their emptying of night-refuse in _cess- 
i sa authorities in the OOls attached to privies. It was, I think, about the 
matter. end of 1896, when the plague had gota strong hold 
Champion (2), 5thJune. on the city, that Mr. Shroff and Rao Bahadur Dhakji 
Kashinathji spoke in strong terms, at a meeting of the 

Municipal Corporation, against the practice, and it was supposed that the Health 
Department had since taken measures to puta stop toit; but from personal 
observation I can assert that such is not the case. The halalkhors have been 
carrying on their dodges as before, without let or hindrance and without the 
possibility of detection. Of course, the burying of night-refuse in cesspools 


saves the men a trip or two to the place of deposit with a heavily laden basket 


on their heads. It was only yesterday that 1 caught a halalkhor in the act of 
emptying a night-refuse basket into a cesspool, and on my asking the man 
what he had done, the gruff reply was; Saheb, ham amdra kdm kara (Sir, I did 
my duty). The night-refuse deposited in the drains, through cesspools attached - 
to latrines, cannot, of course, possibly find its way to the sea; what becomes 
of it below the soil we tread upon, the officials of our municipality ought to 
know best. Can nothing be done to check this evil practice of halalkhors ? If. 
they are ailowed to do just‘as they have been doing since the underground system 
of drains was established, no one can say what the state of public health will be 

in the future, and what new diseases might break out in the city. 


~ 62, The Chandrodaya draws attention to an allesed arbitrary act of the 
pe ee Chairman of the Chiplun Municipality in making it 
- Alleged irregularity on obligatory, all of a sudden, on the proprietor of the local 


the part ef eC mesic of theatre to hire the fire-engine of the municipality by. 
Choc odaye (to . 5 qa paying a fee.of Re. 1-8 and to Keep it near the theatre 


at the time of each performance, The paper alleges that 


. 


a , ......,the Chairman acted ultra vires and out of spite in 
imposing such an obligation and even enforcing the recovery of the fee without 
consulting the President or the members of the MuMicipal. Board. ee 


> 


>. 


| 
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Native States. - 


63. It is said that the Government of. India recently refused permission to 

aete ree the aristocracy of Hyderabad to enter British territory 

Bi iyey.e on the al'eged with their weapons. Even a beggar in this State 
e Government of ° , | ot) aoe Pea 

India to allow the grandees tries two or three weapons with him and the gran- 
of the Nizam’s State toenter dees are, as a matter of course, expected to carry them 
British territory with wea. wherever they go. Does this free permission to carry 
Meuhiive Saméchar (194), 27708 lead to too many murders? Not in the least ; 
%h June. on the contrary, we feel pride in saying that in spite 
of such a permission there are not half as many 

murders or riots and disturbances in the Nizam’s State as there are in British 
territory where the people are not allowed to carry arms, If this is so, why 
should the grandees of our State be refused permission to take their weapons 

with them while occasionally visiting British territory ? 


64, The Mumbai Vaibhav refers to the success gained by the Baroda autho- 
| rities over the villagers of Pilvai, and observes that it 
Disapproval of the extreme ¢annot congratulate the State upon the success of its 


measures taken against the °78 ae ‘ 
villagers of Pflvai by the military over the discontented Rajputs. The paper 


Bevin Sisko. thinks that the State authorities ought not to have 
Mumbai Vaibhar (67), 7th allowed matters to be brought to sueh an extreme crisis 
June. | as made an appeal to arms necessary, but should have 


| made up the dispute amicably. It regrets the absence 
of a real statesman in Baroda to have counselled the Gaikwar to adopt a pacific - 
policy instead of ordering the military to open fire on the villagers.. {In its 
issué of the 11th instant the Baroda correspondent of the paper says that a 
rumour is heard at Baroda that from 200 to 300 of the inhabitants of Pilvai 
were burnt to death in the action of the Baroda military against the villagers 
of Pilvai.] 
65. Notwithstanding all the peaceful endeavours of the Gaikwar’s officers, 
the Baroda Government had to perform the painful duty 
Further particulars about of proceeding harshly against the people of Pilvai in 
the agrarian riot at Pilvai'in Vijapur. We learn that on last Friday morning a de- 
Oe Ee ee (192), sth tachment of His Highness’ regiment, taking with them 
June, Eng. cols. a gun, invaded the village. They were opposed by a 
few of theringleaders of the village, but the struggle was 
sharp and sbort. Four of the Pilvai people were shot and the rest took to their 
heels. Two men of His Highness’ regiment have been wounded, Some of the 
culprits, for the apprehension of whom this trouble has arisen, have been made 
prisoners. We hope this will give a salutary lesson to the Mewasi people of 
Vijapur and the surrounding district. We trust that the Baroda authorities will 
maintain an even balance of mind in dealing with the inhabitants of the ill- 
starred village of Pilvai. | 


66. Inspite of the endeavours of the Gaikwar’s officials to bring the 

dispute with the recalcitrant villagers of Pilvai to a 

peaceful termination, an appeal to arms was at last 

found necessary. On Friday morning a regiment of 

the Gaikwar’s troops advanced upon the village, when a sharp encounter 
lasting for a short time took place between them and the villagers. The latter 

being unable to hold out very long against the large number of troops had _ulti- 

mately to retire. ‘Four villagers were shot dead and the rest fled in all direc- 

tions. The ringleader, Gulabsing, with his companions, was arrested and put in 

chains. 


67, A correspondent, writing from Savantvadi, says that although four 

months have passed since the arrest of the accused 

Alleged dilatory proceed- jin the famous murder case of that place and although 

on an sai murder case at the cross-examination of the witnesses is reserved, the 

Danks Pioki rosecution has not yet finished its evidence and the 

ian ee ais awaits committal to the sessions. He is sur- 

| prised at the dilatoriness of the proceedings and can- 

not account for it, especially as the case has no political significance whatsoever 
like that of Chapekar.. . . | 
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Intelligence extracted from the Press. 
68. A correspondent, been § from Sdtéra, says :—The 2od and 8rd June 
was fixed for the Shivaji festival. Unexpected showers 


Colebration of the Shivaji’ ingesrupted the first day’s programme for a while, 
Mah pA. \ Sth June. Duteventually the purdn and kirtan went off suc- 
hr (7), e ‘@ * 
it cessfully in the ogee of a modest but. enthusiastic 
assemblage. On the second day Mr. Dravid, Vakil; was to read the Mahébhérata 
in the evening. | ye 


69. It is strongly rumoured that the Commissioner in Sind has received 

: telegraphic sanction from the Bombay Government 

‘ Senin ae > Bombay to arth Mr. “Bose, late Borg of the Pheniz, 
= : a; tor publishing a quotation from the speech of an 
his ae ct P; Hong Trishman abate of the Englishmen ti Tidle and 
Prabhét (196), 4th June, defaming the Plague Committee by the remark that 
Eng. cols. the patients who went to the hospital never returned. 
It is said that the editor is at liberty to leave Sind and 

avoid the trial, but that he means tostand it. The proprietor and manager has 


earned his exemption by dismissing the editor. 


70. A correspondent of the Broach Samdchdr reports the occurrence of a 

hee slight disturbance at Jambusar, in the Broach District, 

Muharram disturbance at on the last day of the Muharram, says that some 
Jambusar in the Broach Dis- syrests have been made by the District Superintend- 
vy Sama'che’r (104), nt of Police, who repaired personally to the scene of 
9th June. ' the occurrence to induce the Muhammadans to im- 


merse the Tabuts. 


71. A correspondent writes from Kolhapur :—Rumour is rife for several 
eee cl a months past that a private dispute between Mr, C. 
onivater Mapets between Mr, 4+ Candy, Principal, Rajaram College, and Colonel 
C. H. Candy, Principal, Raja J. W. Wray, Political Agent, took a serious turn and 
ram College, and Colonel’ some bitter words passed between the two gentle- 
bn » Political Agent, Kol- men, The Sage og cm a and gree 
5 ae: to Mr. Candy’s using discourteous language to the 
Melodia (7); ith Tone. De agiat, Me: Osady fi a Silke mevaat Lor 
all purposes and the State was quite within its limits in asking Mr, Candy to 
be temperate in dealing with Her Majesty’s representative at Kolhépur. Mr. 
Candy, however, chose to appeal to the Bombay Government in the matter, but 
was directed to send it through the State authorities. ‘he Bombay Government, 
it is said, has since declined to interfere with the action of the Darbar and 
acknowledge the power of the Darbar to do anything with their servants. It 
is further said that Mr. Candy has been asked to leave the Kolhapur service 
if he does not make a suitable apology to the Darbar and the Political Agent. 


B. V. JOSHI, 


Acting Reporter on the Native Press. 


Office of tke dieporter on the Native Press, 
New Secretariat, Bombay, 15th June 1898. 
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12 »5 Dnydn Chakshu ... iii iss .-| Poona ,, ote a eee ves 900 
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‘Ty ) Stri Bodh... eee ee6 eee 
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Names of Newspapers. 


ENGLISH, MaRa’THI AND GUJARATI. 
The Baroda YVatsal ... 


En@uisH, Mara’THI, GUJARA’TI ( | 
AND KONKANI. , | 


Fortnightly  ... 1,500 


193 | The Garibdncha Kaivéri (Amicus Pauperum)} Bombay ees “ 


MaRA’rHI AND URDU. 


19 |The Gulbarga Saméchér ... ... {Gulbarga ... «| Weekly. a. 450 


ANGLO-SInpI1. 


195 | The Lux... es nee ies is : 


a (Sind) ...| Fortnightly ...{ ee 
7 0. 


196 » Prabhat... oe eee wa oo) Weekly .., sad 450 
SINDI. 

197 | The Khairkhah ... sve ess | Karachi. ...| Weekly ... J 1,000 
198 99 Muin-ul-Isl4m ete dee see eee Do. ce eee Do, ees eee 300 
199 5, sind Sudhér eee ete ies a ae wae ie re as ica 200 

ANGLO-PORTUGUESE. 
200 |O Anglo-Lusitano ... eee me eee} Bombay a ae Weekly ... owed 1,000 
201 | The Boletim Indiano ... mens wee eee! = Do. tie — oe eee su sig 

| | : 

PORTUGUESE-KONKANI. 

202 The Luso-Concanim eee eee eee see Bombay eee eee Weekly eee eee 550 


en 


Notes:—A. The notices from the different Newspapers have been collected in the Report under different heads 
which are printed in italics. 

B. The names of Newspapers are printed in the margin of the Report in italics, and the number of the News 
paper in the above list is printed in brackets after the name, 


©, The system of 6 go Myo a words followed by the Reporter is the same as that adopted in the 
Official Spelling List of the Bombay Presidency. One peculiar feature of this system is that wnen the long (a Of 
or d) is the last letter of a word, the accent is left out, and the short a (3% = wu in gun) is, to prevent confusion, 
never placed at the end of a word, This rule has been strictly followed, except that when the short a appears to be 
absolutely necessary to complete the pronunciation of a word, asin Arunodaya or the well-known Mitra, it is printed 
with a mark over it to indicate that it is short, thus—-d, 


D. The figures giving the circulation or number of copies published ‘of each newspaper and pericdical as 
furnished by the proprietor, are not guaranteed as accurate, and in some instances must,be regarded with cf ution, 


, o-? 


vk tah 


‘ re 
Politica and the Public Administration, 


1. Once more did Lord George Hamilton and Sir Henry Fowler join 
Comments on Lord George fe _ ve ates mn Deco ted Geneon aie 
mments ¢ George It is very disappoin see Lox Hamilton 
— s view Of India’s still talk of | *s revenue being rT My a, healthy. 
"Indian Spectator (4), 12th Condition.” The immediate cause for jubilation is the 
June. present steady rise in exchange, That this rise in 
: exchange is temporary, that it will come to an end 
with the beginning of the slack season, now almost at our doors, and that 
there are dangers of heavy outlay on plague, are considerations which did 
not seem to trouble the complacent Secretary of State’s mind, or of the Parlia- 
ment either. We hope to have the other side of the picture drawn in the 
debate on the Budget. Lord George praised Lord Elgin very highly and said 
that the Viceroy ‘“ would bequeath to his successors a sound system of finance.” 
To be frank, we do not quite understand what Lord George Hamilton meant by 
saying that Lord Elgin would bequeath to his successors a sound system of 
finance, We know of no achievements of the present Indian Government in 
_ this direction, unless to boldly make untenable proposals to establish a gold 
standard be considered to be an achievement, ~~ 


2. The Secretary of nary seems ? ovine ag aes notions about a 
a sound system of finance. though the country has 
F iy (106), 12th June, for years past been slowly but acrely verging towheds 
bankruptcy, our financial system has all along been 
extolled as “sound.” During Lord Elgin’s regime matters have become worse, 
The national debt has increased; costly railways have been undertaken beyond 
the requirements of the cquntry ata time of universal distress and serious 
financial embarrassments ; krors thrown into the transfrontier ditch; and in 
face of the just and noble principles laid down by the illustrious statesman, now 
deceased, for the apportionment of Imperial charges, Lord Elgin’s Government 
have refused to accept any assistance from the British treasury, though Lord 
George Hamilton had himself declared in the most explicit terms that the 
operations on the North-West were a part of the Imperial policy. This is also 
sound Indian finance, and we join the Secretary of State in thanking the 
Viceroy inthe name of the millions of our poor countrymen for this extra- 
ordinary exhibition of “sound ”’ financial statesmanship. Sir James Westland’s 
now famous review of twenty years’ Indian finance is another product of 
brilliant financial genius. The latest currency despatch of the Government 
of India has won for its authors undying fame, and we congratulate Lord 
George Hamilton on the remarkable development of his appreciative faculty, 
which is attested by his glowing panegyric on- our “sound system of finance.” 
Sir Henry Fowler is known to be much more capable than his pompous 
successor at the India Office. But he, too, ostentatiously went out -of his 
way to inform ignorant members of Parliament that the financial position - 
of India was satisfactory! We donot know if this word has ceased to mean 
in the language of “sound finance’? what it ordinarily means. Poor India ! 
With such profound ignorance on the part of leading Liberal and Conservative 
statesmen of the real situation, what hope is there of placing Indian finance on i 
a sound footing ? ; 


8. During the week we have had an exceptionally long message from 

ne is England, and judging from it Lord George Hamilton 

Champion (2), 12th June. and Sir Henry Fowler have been congratulating 

everybody including themselves, Lord Elgii, and the Indian people on the 

prosperity of this country. This is the'sort of telegram that makes thoughtful 

men despair, and ‘hasty ones frantic with anger. India is prosperous—she is 

borrowing £10,000,000'of money ! The frontier policy is conciliatory—a fron- 

tier surrounded by exasperated’and starving frontiormen! Exchange is rising— 

at the cost ‘of ‘the ‘industry of the eountry. And so forth. And, we had 

forgotten, Lord Elgin is’a statesman! This last is too funny, but before we 

forget ourselves, we ‘had ‘better bring this paragraph to an end, which we do 

is with a sigh and a prayer that Providence may send us some statesman to save 
; 4 the British Empire. It willsoon be too late! 

con 214—3 


‘ 
. ; . i ba r ws . ie omen. > de " Tower at. ‘“ . - - _ me . —w . 
einen ¢ 4 ie tet PER Aa cD 32: probit Mina Seen RO ES DATE PME RA PRR a > Ne NertE a : 2 
ees ape eaaRaeee 21 Hrmeey oie ti Fapere is ‘ say 7 ; ; 2; tn . = iM > Li SSP saci yg elias Wansatie 
— . —— hte he DEW! 8 LE ee silt ae : pee on . = ie 8 nie 5 ee 2. 


ass 
ay: 


wo tes necee ay ae ae eee <0 a) TES LTE Oe eer RES shes AES ER Fa eae i 
. 2 EM adh, hea era: Sicha A ore»! Cur eiry tpesginwtetn corte sulk nlothy peer er ser ere ts ‘ Ph te er ekcds one 
Wet . ra “ ps -. on PP © . : ‘ ae . ey 
6 4 iS EEE LL ADEN NA EE TAM nee Dy triieaect es Sits en's aC iat 1 onan 
’ <5 Te Re ee es j ihbe %: Nigts (aha 0) oe. 


, ones aS i eS a 
i a = y » ac astient Hi 5 ae 4 . te . . 
SARE) GR ABE I a Ss a 2 A pe ORAM 1 hin RELIES cg CBM 
Pe nt, MO LEAL CT ‘ aU bys —_e 7 r 


SO a en RM 


eaten Liat aS ve Same NAO hee 
vette aw cont, Wi Ree AP ete Be Rte ate Se SG ter herent a 
PATIL EFT ES STII : 


8 


4, Ina contributed To Tae et Mitra apospe ee yp le condi- 
ae tion of India, laid prostrate by the triple misfortune of 
Po a More ERO plague, famine and earthquake, and wonders how the 
- | ecretary of State for India could declare in Parlia- 
ment that the country was prosperous. The writer asks, if the country is 
really prosperous, why there should be any necessity for floating a loan of 10 
millions sterling, and adds that selfish England ruthlessly drains away money 
from India. 


5. It is much to be wished that the Currency Committee will have 
before it conclusive evidence to demonstrate the all- 

Increasing sterling remit- important point, namely, that it is the burden of the 
ae poe be me pony 4 md increasing sterling remittances and the military policy 
chiefly embarrassed the Of the Empire which have been embarrassing the 
finances of India. finances. In proportion as these sterling remittances 
Champion (2), 12th June, are reduced the finances will be steadied, and it will 
matter little if the exchange is 12d. or even less, be- 

cause trade would still flourish and pour into the treasury a larger revenue. To 


consider aught else is to beat about the bush. If even 2 to 3 millions of 


expenditure, which are now unjustly foisted on India by the British treasury, 


are saved, the finances of the country will wonderfully improve. In fact, 
India is ‘‘ bled ’’ because of these sterling liabilities. Their reduction will give 
back the “ blood,” thus drawn at present, which will go to impart a healthy cir- 
culation to the national pulse. This is what is wanted, while all the currency 
nostrums are so many subterfuges to conceal the real complaint in Indian 
economics. 


6. The bitter lessons taught to the Indian ,Government by the Tirah 

campaign are still fresh in our memory. The dis- 

Alleged disastrous failures agstrous failures which overtook our forces, despite the 

guiferer vy the British forces bravery they displayed, are proofs positive of the 

ae tec omega Ya huge and inexcusable blunder into which the Govern- 
Champion (2), 12th June. : 

ment of Lord Elgin was betrayed by the dominant 

military hierarchy in his Council, in the face of the grave-warning sounded 


beforehand by those who knew better. 


7. A correspondent writes :—No sooner has a cruel and a ruinously costly 

war on the North-Western frontier been brought to 

Alleged attempts to bring a close—successful or ignominious, I cannot say— 
swont : a a er, + ean the Simla Jingo Club has started afresh plotting 
P Champion (2), 12th June. 0d wire-pulling with a view to bring about a repeti- 
tion of the last year’s purdah lifting expedition in 

Tirah. The only wonder to me is that the Simla folk should possess such poor 
brains as to repeat the same tactics over and over again! They have not even 
forgotten to copy the fanatical Mullah of the show. Last year it was the Mad 
Mullah or the Mullah Powindah. This year he is transferred to the ploughshare, 
and his place baksheeshed (presented) to another wretch unknown to fame hereto- 
fore. Whatever the legend that the Kabul Bazar is full of Pathans may signify to 
the Civil and Military Gazette, to me it is clear as the noonday sun that they want, 
by hook or by crook, to make trouble with the Amir. It is strange that these 
people should accuse Abdul Rahman of tactics to which they themselves are 


resorting, viz., political wire-pulling. 
8, For many years past we have been crying ourselves hoarse on 


ao __ account*of the increasing military burdens. caused by 
Indian troops for Wei- the forward frontier policy on the North-West, and by 
Hai-Wei. the expeditions led from India to Africa and other 


Native Opinion (16), 16th ° ° | P os : 
Jule, Bae. bola. adjacent countries. Not only is no justice being 
iil, . rendered to India, but, on the contrary, year after year 
fresh burdens are being imposed on India which she is altogether unable to 
meet. Owing to the complications in the eastern waters, the British Govern- 


ment, solicitous to maintain its prestige there, has resolved to send troops to 


Wei-Hai-Wei, so as to be of service in case of an emergency. According to the 


policy recently adopted the troops are to be drafted from India, which, on 
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account of the large increase in her forces, can very easily dispense with a few 
regiments for such service. We have no objection to Indian troops being sent 
abroad for military service, and given an opportunity to distinguish themselves 
in battle and show to the world the stuff they are made of; but in justice to 
India all the ori grate incidental to such expeditions, ordinary as well as extrar 
ordinary, should be borne by England, and not be saddled upon our limited 
resources. At’ best, considering the little interest India has in the opium and 
cotton trade with China, a small portion of the expenses involved may be 
adjudged as payable by India, but it would be a gross injustice to compel India 


to pay all the expenses of the expedition as she was on some former occasions © 


compelled to do. Our public bodies like the Presidency Association should not 
relax their vigilance at this time, but call upon the Government of India to 
make a declaration as to the way in which it would apportion the cost of the 
troops to be sent to Wei-Hai-Wei between India and England. 


9. Lord George Hamilton is said to have stated in Parliament that the 
| Natus possessed property in Belgaum. We made 
Alleged inaccurate state- particular enquiries into the matter and are able to 


4 Hamil. 
re s rapeetig tie Be ag state that the Natus hold no property in the Belgaum 


Dhureen (39), 9th June, district. We cannot understand what Lord George 
. meant by making an inaccurate statement. It is hard 
to believe that he is in ignorance on the subject, because the Natus have 
attracted a good deal of notice of late. Perhaps the Secretary of State had 


some hidden object in trying to throw dust in the eyes of the members of. 


the House of Commons. We believe that object to be to obviate a possible 
criticism that the Natus have been kept in a strange place. The Secretary of 
State wished to shelve all enquiry by insinuating that the Natus have been 
properly sent to a place where they derive income. ‘There is no doubt that the 
Conservative Cabinet have brought ignominy upon themselves by admitting 
such a useless man (as Lord George Hamilton) in their circle. 


10. The London correspondent of the Patrika states that an influentially 
2 signed petition has been forwarded to Her Majesty the 
An appeal for Tilak’s re- Queen-Empress to liberate Mr. Tilak from jail, and 


sone. : that among the signatories are to be observed the 
Pacng ord (115), 12th names of Professor Max Muller, Sir W. W. Hunter, 


and Sir M. M. Bhownagri. Mr. Tilak, for aught 
we know, would have been liberated long ago, were it not for the mischievous 
interference of some of his Congress friends in Parliament. As the memorial 
is signed by disinterested men, who enjoy the implicit confidence of the. Gov- 
ernment and the people, we have great hopes of Mr. Tilak being soon set at 
large. We hope and trust that the Government of Bombay, with whom will 
rest the final arbitrament of the question, will not create any difficulty in the 
matter. Mr. Tilak has suffered much for-his folly, and his liberation from jail 
is anxiously awaited by his friends and opponents alike. 


11. The India to hand by the last mail publishes a petition which 
. has been recently presented to Her Majesty the 
ee randsh (14), 38th Queen-Empress for the release of Mr. Tilak. The 
ieeeiatons names of the principal signatories are a guarantee 
that the petition will receive the best consideration at the hands of Her Majesty 
and her advisers. The petition, moreover, is clearly non-political, as we find 
the signature of Sir M. Bhownagri along with that of Mr. Dadabhai Navroji. 
It is satisfactory to know that Sir M. Bhownagri is found to agree with the 
Grand Old Man of India in one matter at least, and that he has, albeit partially, 
made some recompense for the mischief he did to Mr. Tilak last year by his 
indiscreet interpellations in Parliament. We sincerely hope that the petition, 
backed as it is by such influential signatures, will produce the desired result. 
12. It is strongly rumoured that His Excellency Lord Elgin intends to 
me exercise his prerogative of mercy in the.case of My. 
sy Rarwelt Obronicle (5), 12th Tiak and the other Mardtha editors who are now 
ns: serving their term in prison. It would, indeed, be a 
most graceful thing for His Excellency to do so. Mr. Tilak has been adjudged 
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guilty by the highest Oourtin the land, and itis too late inthe day to 
yuestion the justice of the verdict. But as he has beén made to pay too dearly 
or his offence, it is time that he were set at liberty. Justice has been fully 
vindicated in his case, ‘and mercy ought now to step in and spread over him her 
protecting mantle. 
18. It seems that the entire Anglo-Indian community has been hati 
the Brahmins since the commencement of the Britis 
Alleged anti-Brahmin ten- Raj. But this hatred was kept within certain bounds 
eae of the European il] last J *§ ei et it . errr all hegpe 
akhi _andassumed a violent shape. Let the real author o 
ne the Jubilee murders be who he may, the charge of 
those murders was established against a Brahmin youth whose profession was to 
recite the Vedas, and poor Chapekar was victimised in order to check the tide of 
ruffled justice. One day we are sure to know whether Chapekar had really a 
hand in the murders or whether the foul deed was caused to be perpetrated by a 
big body for satisfying (personal) grudge. Truth is bound to come out in the 
long run, but for the present the Brahmin has become the dete notre of the 
white. As soon as 2 candidate for service is discovered to be a Brahmin, he is 
flatly told that there is no vacancy for Brahmins, Some European officers 
have begun to taunt and show contempt for their Brahmin subordinates openly, 
and our servile and selfish Brahmins are shamelessly encouraging the practice. 
Is it grateful on the part of Englishmen, who first came to India as traders 
- and ultimately became masters of the country and its people, to bring an 
unfounded charge of disloyalty against their truly loyal Indian subjects P When 
will the Brahmins learn that it is better to beg than to serve slavishly under 
the whites and endure their taunts ? 


14, Is it not a great wonder that the son of a man like Mr. Crawford, who 
completely ruined hundreds of Hindus by cutting their 
Remarks on the rumour- throats, who filled his own pockets to his heart’s content 
ri prancing ag eta ore by having recourse to unjust ways, who permanently 
fard Resident at Hyderabad created a suspicion in the minds of the Indians about 
(Deccan). the conduct of Englishmen and Anglo-Indian officers, 
Gurdkhi (44), 16th June, and who shortly after the Tilak trial published his im- 
pressions of the Deccan Brahmins and thereby strength- 
ened the suspicions of our present mad-cap (lit., whose head is turned: the word 
may also mean ‘ excited ’ or ‘infuriated ?) Government, should be at present filling 
a high post in Berar? Weare even told that he is about to be appointed Resident 
at Hyderabad (Deccan). Is it not a painful wonder and a (piece of) Moglai 
(despotism or anarchy) that the son of a corrupt, treacherous and dishonest 
Government servant should receive high marks of Government favour? If 
Mr. Orawford (the senior) did not scruple to practise fraud in British territory and 
under the very nose of the (British) Judiciary, will any son of:a British mother 
come forward to guarantee. that the son of such a man will not some day or 
other imitate his father’s policy at Hyderabad, which is the centre of Moglai? 
Will our British Government'show similar favour to the son of a corrupt Native ? 
We say, never, It is simply race pride and conceit about their uncontrolled 
power ‘that must account for the patronage shown to Mr. Crawford (junior). 


15. News comes of more or less serious Muharram disturbances at Bandora, 
Multan and elsewhere. In spite of the stringent 

Muharram disturbances, regulations of Government the Muharram is marred 
Sheir causes, andthe remedies hy scuffles and disturbances. Strikes and disturbances 
“"Kalpataru (61), 12th June, Seetn to occur pretty frequently of late, and if we think 
is ack sation ----. -upon the causes which underlie them, we shall ‘find 
that these areto be sought in the increased knowledge of the. people of their 
tights, privileges and independence, . So long as the people did not possess such 
knowledge they used to submit quietly and without grumbling to the man- 


ates of the'suthorities. But ds'the knowledge of their rights‘and independence 
attitude ag? ter and t. ey began to think of 
épend The riots and strikes — 


ohn 


ence, 


ia; 


for their religion and will never tolerate Bs | undue interference with their . 
independence in that respect. So they are ready to commit disturbances at the 
time of Muharram. Their main object is, of course, to assert their independence 
with respect to religion, and in proportion as this independence is not interfered 
with there is the less probability of their resorting to violence. If the authorities 
were in prudence to refrain from provoking them and to keep them in good 
humour by a show of indulgence during the Muharram, there would be no fear 
of the Muhammadans committing any rash or foolish acts for preserving their 
(religious) independence. 


16. The goddess of British justice is enamoured of her white children on 
account of their pranks and has come to hate her 
Cases of ill-treatment of black children whom she does not like. The latter 
 teagt be § ek yl a are thus left in a helvless condition and must endure 
io tha Ince a ks es, unhappy lot with meek resignation. If Govern- 
Chikitsak (81), 8th June. ment will redress their wrongs, they will bestow 
infinite blessings on Government for the favour. But 
no such hope can be entertained. Such incidents (fatal assaults upon Natives 
by Europeans) have been on the increase during the last five or six months 
and are being exposed in the newspapers. The latest case of the kind occurred 
on 15th May on the Bengal-Nagpur Railway, in which one Harry Ambler 
kicked his Native peon to death. Mr. Ambler is released on bail amounting to 
Rs. 500 pending his trial. Ifa Native had been the accused in the case, would 
the Magistrate have ever thought of releasing him on bail? ‘As the Judges are 
Europeans they admire the doings of their own countrymen. This being so, the 
result of the trial in Ambler’s case can easily be imagined. 


17. It seems that in the eyes of many Europeans the Natives are no more 
than brutes, When we see every day that Europeans 
who cause the death of innocent Natives escape all 
penalty in the law Courts, we begin to doubt seriously 
whether the Europeans coming to this country are human beings or brutes void 
of reasor.. The cases of assaults upon Natives by white brutes have become 
very frequent of late, and the fact that the offenders escape due penalty for 
their guilt is calculated to shake the inherent loyalty of the Natives for the 
British Raj.. We hope that Government will take some early steps to prevent a 
repetition of such failures of justice. 


18. Some of our contemporaries frequently complain of the disparity of 
justice meted out to the blacks and the whites. They 
say that while a Native accused of murder is sentenced 
to death, a European charged with the same offence is 
either acquitted or lightly punished. ‘They cry out that this is rank injustice, 
but seem to forget at the same time that there is a worldwide difference between 
the blacks and the whites. The latter are the conquering, while the former 
are the conquered race. Besides, the difference in the colour of their. skin 
is very striking. In moral qualities, such as self-respect, daring, strength of — 
purpose, union, &c., a white isfar superior toa black, who is a cowardly 
being given to quarrelling with others of his own race. The difference between 
tlie two races being so great, it is evident that it does not matter if a lakh of 
Natives die and the life of one European is saved. So long as the Natives 
continue to be what they are, the disparity of justice administered as between 
Natives and Europeans is quite fair and it is our prayer that it should be 
continued. 


19. Now-a-days it has become very common with Europeans, whether 
officials or subjects of Her Majesty in India, to lose 

Baroda Vatsal (192), 12th their heads over trivial matters, and in many instances 
TDs, Ting, coe. it has been found that they hardly shrink from 


causing any kind of harm to the life, reputation and. property of Natives of 
whatever rank and position they may be. This is ominaus to an extent and the — 
responsible authorities in India will have to rue for their negligence some day, if 
the agents of such rash acts are allowed fo escape scot-free or are punished in- 

adequately. Such leniency, or partiality as it may aptly be called, shown 
towards villains and evil-doers has been only adding life and vigour to their 
mischief-making tendencies and creating a feeling of ill-will towards the authoe 
rities andthe Government. It is needful for the Government at once to put 
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Karnatak Vritt (168), 14th 
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Madhu Makshika (61), 13th 
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a-stop to such dangerous and oxciting occurrences if they want to preserve the | 
feelings of amity and good-will between the rulers and the ruled. 


20. Very extraordinary stories of the misconduct of British soldiers are ' 
daily coming to light. Our readers are quite familiar 
with (instances of) outrage upon Native females by 
soldiers. Unfortunately it is found extremely difficult 
to. bring home the guilt to the accused persons in such cases, and if at all the offence _ 
is proved against any, they are let off so lightly that they are encouraged to 
commit more serious outrages and the number of such offences goes on increasing. 
Latest news comes from Roorkee of a very grave and serious outrage. Gunner 
Davies of the Royal Artillery stationed at Roorkee stands charged before the 
Sub-Divisional Magistrate of Roorkee with the offence of attempting in a railway . 
train to outrage the modesty of the wives of Mr, Rogers, Collector of Azimgad, 
and Mr. Grant, Assistant Exgineer. On the application of the counsel for the 
defence, that the accused being a European should be tried before a jury, the 
case is transferred to the Court of the Sessions Judge of Sharanpur. If Gunner 
Davies had committed a similar outrage upon a Native female, would he have 
been charged with the grave offence and committed to the sessionsP 


Shri Venkateshvar Sama’- 
char (178), 17th June, 


21. <A Simla telegram in the dailies announces that changes in the 
pass system for soldiers for shooting purposes are 
Comments on the new re- under consideration. More stringent rules are likely 

E eo ve nga shooting to be introduced. What effect the new rules may 
P""Native Opinion (16), 16th have on the number of “ accidental” deaths (or 
June, Eng. cols. shall we say “ murders ’’?) experience alone will 
tell us. The new rules may partly|be an improve- 

ment on the old ones; but the trial of European offenders will ever remain 
ineffectual unless the constitution of the juries before whom they are tried is 
entirely overhauled. When almost all the jurors are Europeans race feeling is 
sure to have prevalence, and naturally the judiciary is rendered helpless. Let 
juries be constituted as at the trial of Natives, and then there will be a. greater 
check upon such offences than existed heretofore. This may appear an inno- 
vation, but justice and fairplay do demand a radical change in the constitution 
of European juries. 


22. So long the soldiers while out shooting behaved quite recklessly, and 
Indu Prakésh (14), 16th occasionally mistaking poor Natives for wild beasts 
ee ee and birds shot them down. We do not say that all of 
them did so; still it is a painful fact that of late 
many Natives lost.their lives in this way.. We therefore thank Government for 
issuing new and stringent regulations regarding shooting passes. We hope that. 
the new orders will not be allowed to remain a dead letter and that the news- 
papers will have no more cause to write strongly on this subject. 


23. When the regulations regarding the issue of shooting passes to soldiers 
Jamee-Tamshed (139), 16th EFC first issued by the Commander-in-Chief, many 
Past ; Native critics ventured to think that they would not 
: successfully put down the evil against which they 
were aimed. ‘The surmise proved too true, since in spite of the rules for issuing 
shooting passes only to good-conduct soldiers there have unfortunately been 
repeated scufiles between soldiers and ignorant villagers, many times ending 
fatally for the latter. So the Commander-in-Chief has thought fit to issue 
“more stringent regulations on the subject. We are inclined to think that if the 
Judges and juries trying the soldiers accused of such offences had cnly discharged 
their duty more effectively there would have been no necessity for the Com- 
mander-in-Chief to issue the present regulations. We hope that the Judges and 
the juries will at least in the future endeavour to maintain the prestige of 
British justice and thereby put an end to such regrettable occurrences. a 
_.. 24, "We have before us a ponderous green-book of well-nigh 180 pages, 
1, 4 @mbodying the reports on the forests of each district- 
i Pe a aa the Forest of the wera for the year 1896-97. It is, of- 
che Boiibay sal Phi -course,-for the “general reader,’ a -cavidre. And: 
.. he Bombs y for... See erie gs | | 
e 1896-97. es - rightly too, as the very method and manner of the- 
"Champion (2), 12th June. - presentation of the reports.are too repulsive. None ex-- 
st es a“ @ept the driest of dry-as-dust can be attracted. towards - 
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them. And even he may fight shy of going through those pages, many. of ‘which’ 
are padded with statistical tables (with something like 20 forms for each district), 
which simply takes away the breath. Who can dive into them [in these mon-- 
soons, and how may Government expect to have any independent and en- 
lightened criticism on its forest policy ? As we complained last week, it is the 
general failing of all kinds of departmentaLreports that they are overloaded.- 
To sift the grains of wheat from the mass of the chaff is indeed no light task. 
But why have such a costly Secretariat establishment, with three or four high: 
officials as Secretaries on fat salaries, if the public could not be presented with 
an introduction, say, in three or four pages, embracing the principal topics? 
True it is that the Commissioner of each division or the Secretary .to the 
Government writes out a kind of précis which is dignified with the name of 
“* Introduction ”’ or “ Resolution.” But it is, after all,a most jejune and un-. 
satisfactory affair. No wonder that this performance is echoed in the columns. 
of our daily contemporaries, with all the solemnity of leaded type, as an original 
criticism on these reports, though it requires no great effort to discover that it is a 
replica in disguise of the resolution—trimmed and dressed up a bit here and a bit 
there with the writer’s own views, which only revéal the depth of his ignorance on 
the entire subject. And yet this paraphrase passes fora luminous review of the 
report! Verily, how gullible is the reading population and how easily they 
swallow the pabulum provided! At any rate, we have no stomach for such 
resurrection pie, and it is impossible for us to.digest it. What is wanted is 
criticism, original, well-informed and honest, on the resolution itself rather 
than a second edition of that resolution. But let that pass. Sufficient for 
the day are the troubles of perusing administration reports, and digesting 
them for public use. Inthe present case there is not even that incentive owing 
to the lateness of the period at which the report appears. What should have 


appeared at least nine months ago is now offered to the public, when another 
year’s report is almost due. , 


25. Mr. Vincent undoubtedly deserves the thanks of Bombay—of its lead- 
ing and well-to-do citizens in particular—ror the bold 
Remarks on the resolution stand he has made in his official reports against the 
of the Bombay Government theory of premeditation and incitement in regard to 
on the reports of the Police Se ; : . : 
Commissioner andthe Chajr- ‘the riots in our city of March last. It is a satisfaction. 
man of the Plague Committee to see that Mr. Vincent has risen above the tempta- 
on the Bombay riots of 9th tion of succumbing to this theory, and that Govern. 
~— wag eee (4), 12th ment, too, are satisfied that the recent riots in Bombay 
Pesan ae were the result of a sudden outburst of fanaticism and — 
not the result of political agitation, nor deliberately 
planned.’”’ Both give due credit forthe services rendered by the leading representa- 
tives of.all classes, who “exerted themselves to a remarkable degree in successful 
endeavours to allay excitement and remove misunderstanding.”” Mr. Vincent, so 
far as he goes, truly guesses that the riots were not a mere unconnected episode, but 
were intimately connected with the state of universal discontent then prevailing 
among all classes of the city. It is beside the point to argue that the immediate 
perpetrators of the riots had themselves the smallest grievances. The grievances 
of any large section of the population of a city like Bombay become by adoption 
the grievances of the city {as a whole, and active resistance is to be looked for, 
not so much in the quarters where the grievances are many and serious, but in 
those quarters where the population is least tame and least willing to suffer, 
The one lesson of the riots of March last is that it is extremely dangerous to 
show the sort of indifference with which the complaints of the city were treated 
for long, and the extremely slow manner in which the process of thinking out 
the best manner of relaxing the stringency of plague measures went on. The 
responsibility for the riots of March last rests more with the plague regime of 
the day, with its unwillingness to show sympathy with the people and inability 
to read the signs of the times, than with the bellicose tendencies of the budmash 
element of the city. on: ; oe ere eg 


26. With the causes and incidents of the recent plague riots fresh in’ one’s 
ae 3 memory, there is small temptation to dwell on official 
Guiarats (108),.42th Janey reports and resolutions thereon. At the same time 
—_— “e there are two or three points that deserve notice. Mr. 
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Vincent; with his usual fairness, indignantly repudiates in his report the libel-: 
lous insinuation against the Mussalman community that a regular plan had been 
organised to oppose plague measures by force. We wish the Police Commis- 
sioner had made it perfectly clear that the much-maligned Native press took no 
part whatever in disseminating unfounded allegations against the leaders of the 
Muhammadan community. The Chairman of the Plague Committee seems to 
suggest that the disturbance was engineered by outsiders—a view which was 
eid put forward at the time. We are inclined to believe that Mr. 

incent’s view that the riot wasa sudden ebullition and unpremeditated is 
correct. Government also emphatically endorse the same view in their 
resolution. The immediate cause of the explosion was the attempt to remove 
what looked like a suspicious case of plague. Later on, however, it became 
clear that it was not a plague case. It may be fairly asked whether it would 
not have been more wise not to have interfered with it at all under the circum- 
stances then existing. Itis also a serious question whether the Plague Com- 
mittee acted with sense and foresight in entrusting the work of medical inspec- 
tion in one of the most excitable sections of the local population to young 
medical students. That the plague measures were very severe and unsuited is 
now admitted. But it is most unfortunate that while this fact was painfully 
patent to every intelligent Native and the entire Native press, a riotous outbreak 
should have been necessary to elicit an authoritative acknowledgment of the 
same in a Government resolution. | 


27. Mr. Vincent, the Bombay Police Commissioner, has written an able 
Odie ca teen report on the recent Bombay riots, and this report 
aon OP une: was published during the week. In it Mr. Vincent 
says: “ Before I enter upon a detailed narrative of the disturbances, I may he 
permitted to state, with reference to certain allegations by anonymous writers 
in the press, &c., that it is untrue that the disturbances were premeditated, and 
that it is a gratuitous libel on the Mussalman community to say that a regular 
plan of campaign had been arranged’ by the Mussalmans with the object of 


forcibly resisting the plague measures of Government and that a certain day— 
be 1t Wednesday or any other day in the week—had been fixed for this 
event.’”? We hope that the English people, since they would not believe the 
* Native”’ press, will at least attach importance to a Police Commissioner’s 
report, and they should not now think ‘so harshly of their fellow-subjects in 
India. Mr. Vincent’s words, coupled with those of Mr. Crowe, the Poona 
Judge, ought to clear the atmosphere and make matters pleasant again. 


28. Weare glad tosee that His Excellency Lord Sandhurst has given 

Indu Prakish (14), 9th Mr. Vincent’s views all the consideration they deserved. 
Fite, fog. Gola. ), The whole Native community, Muhammadans and 
Hindus alike, owe Mr. Vincent a deep debt of grati- 
tude for his having reviewed the unpleasant situation in a calm and dispassionate 
manner. He has pronounced his opinion about the late deplorable riots in a 
very plain manner and the ghost of sedition and “ plots’? must now lie down 
in the dust for ever. As for the Government, who will not thank them for ~ 
the great moral courage they have displayed in giving a wide berth to those 
irresponsible busybodies who for some time past have made it the business of 
their lives to traduce the Natives? Theimpudence and recklessness of a certain 
portion of the Indian press had reached a stage at which it was growing 
positively dangerous, and had they been allowed any longer to indulge in 
unbridled license the result would have been disastrous. We are sure that if. 
Government had in Poona last year an‘official like Mr, Vincent, they would not 
have succumbed tothe panie of the moment or fallen into the pitfalls so 
ingeniously i a for them by the Anglo-Indian press. But we are glad 
to see that the lesson of last. year’s experience lias not been quite lost upon 
them. Better late than never, and we thank them sincerely for exonerating 
the Muhammadans of Bombay from all blame in the matter of the late riots. __ 


_.. 29. In-commenting on the resolution of the Bombay Goverament.on the 
or avi (63) Mg Op eo trS Bombay riots and its accompaniments, the Kesar: re- 
seed agi alh cdd Tob ier ones 4oives to find that the local Government concurs with 
the views. of the Police Commissioner of Bombay as to the causes of the riots 
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and discredits the rival theory of the Chairman of the Bombay Plague Com- 
mittee as to their orgin. The paper says that the latter officer is naturally un- 
willing to admit that the riots were caused by the unpopularity of the operations 
of his Committee, and wishes it to be believed that they were caused through the 
instigation of political agitators or religious fanatics. The Kesari is glad that 
the Bombay Government refused to acquiesce in such an interested explanation, 
and formed a correct estimate of the character and significance of the riots. | 


30. Who will not be ami et learn ey — S perwein Government have 

praised the action of the Magistrate and the police in 
me er ee the recent Bombay riots? The whole iwediiinis arose 
out of the initial blunder of the authorities in insisting on the removal of the 
(Zulai) girl to hospital although she was not suffering from the plague. Govern- 
ment ought to express its displeasure at such things. There is an increasing 
tendency among Government servants and non-official Europeans to fire upon 
Natives on the slightest pretext. It is very necessary that such a tendency 
should receive a check. Government justify their praise of the police by pointing 
to the successful conviction of a majority of the persons arrested on the charge of 
being concerned in the riot. When a riot is going on the attention of the 
police is chiefly directed to saving their own lives and to suppressing the riot. 
No one keeps a watch upon the persons €ommitting the riot. Though this is 
so, the police arrest persons on various charges, such as murder, arson, rioting, 
&c., several days after the occurrence, and place them before the Magistrate, 
who convicts a majority of them. Itis possible fora soldier caught in the 
act of firing upon Natives to escape for want of proper identification, but Natives 
are convicted of definite offences committed in the course of a riot in which 
perhaps thousands of persons have taken part. We wonder how the Magis- 
trate is satisfied of their guilt; and we wonder still more how Government, 
placing reliance on such convictions, applaud the conduct of the police. 


31. We do not know how to reconcile the opinion expressed by the local 
Jaaadhitechchhu (47), 11tl Government in the resolution on the Bombay riots of 
oe (47), "March last about the law-abiding and peaceful disposi- 
tion of the people of the Maharashtra with their 
suspicion about the existence of a seditious conspiracy in Poona and the conse- 
quent stringent measures adopted by them in the latter city. Many people will, 
like ourselves, bestruck with the contrast between the straightforwardness shown 
inthe present resolution and the crooked policy followed in dealing with the Poona 
affairs. We hope the Bombay Government will secure popularity to them- 
selves by adopting a straightforward policy towards Poona. 


32. Every one in Bombay will be glad to hear that the old rage Com- 
. _.. mittee, with its extravagant and uncontrolled expen- 
Ps eantashabieeae el re : diture, ceased to exist on Monday last. Government 
penditure of the old Bombay gave the Committee a blank cheque upon the muni- 
Plague Commitios. Tone cipal exchequer, and now that the municipality finds 
ayaa (106), 12th June, itself in an almost bankrupt condition, the public are 
hed naturally anxious to know how far Government are 
prepared to discharge their own obligations. It ought not to be forgotten that 
the huge plague expenditure incurred in this city has not in the least contributed 
to its sanitary improvement in any permanent form, The Indian Government 
received a mandate from ‘home’ to adopt vigorous measures to soothe the fears 
of continental nations, and the local administration in its turn got a mandate 
from Simla. The expenditure, therefore, cannot justly be regarded as being 
of an exclusively local character ; as a matter of fact, Lord Sandhurst publicly 
declared plague to be a matter of Imperial concern. From the position which 
Bombay occupies in relation to the rest of the Indian Empire, the outbreak of 
pestilence in this city became a danger to the health and material prosperity 
of the whole country. The municipal boards in the mofussil also have claims 
upon Government in dealing with an exceptional situation, but those of the 
local municipality are peculiar. The question of the equitable apportionment 
of plague charges has a- vital: bearing upon its solvency, and although the 
reluctance on the part of Lord Elgin’s Government to bear their portion of the 
burden seems: to be.as great as their willingness to squander krors on the 
con 214-6 | ; 
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frontier, there is no reason why the rate-payers should not convene a meeting 
and strengthen the hands of the Corporation by publicly vindicating their 


claims to assistance from Government and the Port Trust. 


33. It is nearly three months since the Corporation appointed a strong 
Jee -_ Committee to enquire into the expenditure of the 
Pr snd by agit ses Plague Committee. It is astonishing that till Thurs- 
appointed by the Bombay ay last it had not held a single meeting. Our even- 
Mu nicipal Corporation to en- Ing contemporary published two or three articles 
quire into the accounts ofthe criticising the financial administration of the Plague 
Bo ae it Tove Committee; but all of a sudden they have been stop- 
itor »), fee s"ne ned, to the disappointment of many. We understand 
that certain members of the Committee of enquiry 
have already protested against the delay in the submission of accounts, and our 
| contemporary of the Bombay Gazetie is quite right in observing that “* the waste © 
| | of public money that has.depleted the municipal exchequer during the last 
fifteen months is too grave a scandal to be passed by witha shrug of the 
| ' shoulders, as too unpleasant a business to be investigated.” The public want 
a thorough and impartial investigation, and would be very sorry if there be any 
truth in the rumour that there is a disposition in some quarters to hush up the 
whole business. Thedelay that hasalready occurred in commencing the enquiry 
is, indeed, very lamentable, but we hope the Committee will not shrink from the 


task, however unpleasant or laborious, of subjecting the plague expenditure to 
the closest scrutiny. 


34. We are pleased to-inform our readers that the remarks which appeared 

i tees in this paper and alsoin the Bombay Gazette have 
wampion (4), Lath dune. had their effect. During the past week a meeting of 
the Committee appointed by the Corporation to examine the Plague Committee 
accounts was called, rather earlier than was intended, and the accountant submit- 
ted a sort of general report. As was to be expected, the accounts are complicated 
and it is almost impossible to follow them, especially in the matter of stores, 
but we understand that a small sub-committee of experts has been appointed 
to help the accountant and to direc t him in his voyage of discovery. We know 
the members of this sub-committee, and we can assure the public that now 
that the ball is set rolling the sub-committee are not likely to sleep. It is 
therefore gratifying to learn that we are likely to get at the bottom of these 
accounts. One thing’ is to be regretted, and that is that the chief members 
of the Plague Committee have gone to England. This considerably hampers 


the examination of the accounts, but the Municipal Committee will worry 
through them somehow. 


35. The plague — its appearance at Hubli about the month of 
} November last. It is said to have been imported by 
spams .. > Poe a man who came from Bombay, and died in a chawl 
war). near the railway station. One or two more deaths 
Karndtal Fatra (169), 13th took: place in the same locality soon after, and drastic 
roe ae oe measures were taken to prevent its spread in the 
town. Since then the disease is believed to have kept up its existence in the 
town, making its appearance at the interval of one month or more and carrying 
away a victim or two. Gradually the period of its absence went on diminishing, 
.and latterly many plague cases are said to be occurring daily. But we must 
tell our readers here that this is the view taken by Government authorities at 
Hubli and a few lesding men of the town connected’ with the plague opera- 
tions. But the whole town, including some educated men who can see around 
with their eyes open and think, entertains quite a different opinion. Even 
now when the plague is believed by the authorities to be making mary 
attacks every day, the people assert that there is no plague in the town, and that 
all cases of ordinary death are put down as plague cases by the plague officers 
through ignorance or design. ‘The grounds on which the inhabitants deny the 
existence of plague in the town are the following :—(1) The main feature of. 
the plague, the swelling of glands, is totally absent in all cases supposed to be 
plague cases. (2) Though the plague is believed to have existed for more than 
seven months at Hubli, it has shown no tendency to spread in the town or the 
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neighbouring villages, as it did in all places wherever it broke out, (3) Not a. 
single rat is seen to have died of plague anywhere in the town. (4) Some cases. 
of death which were apparently cholera cases were. pronounced to be plague 
cases, and this matter particularly strengthens the doubt of the inhabitants. 
(5) Itisseen that in most places where the plague broke out, the panic engen- 
dered by the harsh measures takén to check the disease served only to stimulate 
its progress; but no such thing is to be seen at Hubli, though the measures 
taken there were more harsh than anywhere else. We do not know what 
explanation the plague officers have to give to each of these objections, 


36. The Hubls Patra says that as the school-masters are employed at: 


Cosisbeliah seeibellins elbued: Hubli in doing house-to-house inspection work in the 
masters being employed on ‘®Orning, they are able to devote only the afternoons 
plague duty at Hubli, dis- 0 their legitimate work of imparting instruction to 
trict Dhérwiry the pupils, The paper remarks that since such an 
— Patra (164), 13th arrangement must prejudicially affect the progress of 

the boys in their studies, the school-masters should 


be relieved of their plague duties. It suggests that the plague work might 
be entrusted to new hands altogether, = 


Complaint regarding the 37. The Karnetak Patra hears that the arrange- 
arrangements at the deten- ments made in the Hubli detention camp are of the - 
oe camp at Hubli, district most wretched description and utterly unsuited to the 
Dharwar, present rainy season, and that the persons detained in 

165), 13th ; P 
J = ah PENG (100), AUR the camp would necessarily have to suffer many 
hardships in consequence. 


38. A correspondent, writing from Khdndpur (district Belgaum) to the 
ue Dhureen, says :—The plague does not show signs of 
™ = i et P coal _- i subsidence in our taluka. At Halshi it committed 
ri 6 Serious ravages at the outset, but as the village was at 
Dhureen (89), 9th June. | Once evacuated the progress of the disease was tempo- 
: 7 rarily checked. As soon as the village was re-occupied 
the disease broke out again. During the rains the people will of course have to 
endure many hardships on account of segregation. There is plague at Ladwadi 
and the authorities are engaged there in taking measures for its suppression. 
In Khandapur itself things have been quieter for the past fortnight. The people 
have returned ‘to their homes, but are not yet free fromanxiety. Rather a curi- 
ous thing occurred here about a week ago. A Christian, who was in (police) 
custody on a charge of criminal breach of trust, was suddenly attacked with 
fever. He was at once isolated and the building in which the Government 
offices are located was ordered to be disinfected, the offices being temporarily 
removed to other buildings. The case, after all this ado, turned out to be one of 
simple fever and the man is now all right. The ghost of mere suspicion caused 
all this bother. | 


39. We offer our best congratulations to Mr. Snow, our popular Municipal 
Commissioner, on the promotion which he has got, 


Approval of the promotion He deserves it and no mistake; for his eminent 


to’ the Municipal Commis- 


. * Bomber: services during the plague did call for such a recogni- 
ie ‘Opinion (16), 12th tion at the hands of the Government and. of the 
June. Corporation. He worked on the lines of least resist- _ 


ance and the public were pleased with him. 


40. Will some one kindly inform the public about the Press Committees, 

: which, we are led to believe, are to be established all 

Request to Government to over the presidency of Bombay ? First, we were told 

he definite and reliable in- that a press censorship was to be established in Poona. - 

ormation about Press Com- Phe us ; | ‘ eee 
mittese. Then, after opinion had gone against the idea of a 

Champion (2), 12th June, censorship, we were informed that the functions of the 

| proposed organisation were to be purely advisory,. 

and so forth. It seems rather comical’ to have policemen placed on a com-' 

mittee of this character, but we recently have got used to funny things in 

India, and so policemen are duiy installed as news-agents or editors-in-chief to 

the Poona. newspapers. But, after a while, the Press Committee disappeared 


Saw 


4 EO cat ate A 
eS . Pees Cs o perenne pie GO A PAS . 
~ on haan, cain eae GMS STS TLE aie 
J ee 


, 4 freed — Pe a oe . ~ 
One BP cae : 7 Ss TO: Sethe eT ene 
_ ys <7 Co eon) Ss 
? <6 <4 Pe . aa fxs a, — en 
‘ PF 1s tag me VeLah sued 2a f items ee BS 7 ae ae te Ged. We hay: . am mer 
ee ee a ee ee ae ial Se 0 Hn, RSS OS ag shed BA ee aa ear Py J Nee oe? rs ee amine eas Sreey 8 9 a . : 
SA tem ee fa auienined we LAS 7 pig SPR won ~ ae ak . eee 
“s : tt a eee : 
re Iain * 7) OL ae o ASR p sh de . . Seite. apes 


¥ +n . Lysine este eed ee  atny 
Se gke tags age aa vs ote Fir 
So ICTR ag vetoes neh? ntact inelastic tco ng i thntt 
" - os . Peres 


Adtegeapeners? 


, PAY Aopen praniin te Aine! PC ictmrmcy haa 
t P ernie 
DN hes nical edie enh a ee, ang a Ae os 4 pak A ee ae - 
MAGEE ONG ER GAP TIER a INLINE : a 
me 


a 2 ye aba atte ag TA et 
oh OD hee Ah ROE, i gett AT Ree Rey 


18 


altogether, and enquiries, even in Poona, could not discover its whereabouts, - 
Rumours on the subject, however, are again to the fore; and now.we are told. 
there are to be Committees in Poona, Thana and Bombay. In the case of 

Bombay the Police Commissioner is to be the local “Reuter.” We do not 
know whether it is of much use appealing to His Excellency Lord Sandhurst, as 
he has been appealed to so often withdut result ; but at the risk of being once 
more disappointed, we ask him to say exactly what these Committees are, where 
they are, and who is to sit upon them. If the public had definite and reliable 
information, the subject could be discussed rationally. But in the absence of 
information of any kind, there is a good deal of mistrust and suspicion abroad. 
Will Lord Sandhurst therefore take steps to enlighten the public about the 

matter ? 


41, Elsewhere we publish a selection of correspondence between the Dis- 
ei sade trict Magistrate and ourselves. The correspondence 
with an interview between Pegan with an invitation to us by Mr. Lamb for an 
the editor of the Mahra'‘tta interview, which accordingly took place on the 13th 
and the District Magistrate ultimo. The interview was apparently sought for 


. of Poona and on the appoint- the purpose of conveying to us some instructions from 


ment of Press Committees. ° ; : 
Mahritta (7), 12th June. Government with reference to certain remarks in the 


Mahrdtta of 20th March. Commenting on the Bombay 
riots we wrote: “ What we contend is that it cannot help striking an observer 
of things that what was refused to the peaceful citizens of Bombay was readily 
granted to the citizens of the other sort. At least the mob has run away with 
the impression that they have a feather in their cap. The almost immediate 
resumption of business by the workmen consequent upon His Excellency’s 
assurances of a changed administration bear testimony and also give strong 
colour to this understanding on their part.’’ It appears that somebody at the 
head-quarters objected to our remarks as not being based on facts and possibly 
also as likely to inflame the masses to disorderly behaviour. That we only 
expressed an idea generally prevailing at the time and did not express any 
‘opinion of our own is as clear as noon-day from the context ; nor were we alone in 
expressing that idea. We never thought we had committed a wrong in publishing 
the above remarks. But somebody at the head-quarters seems to have thought 
otherwise. He thought we enunciated a dangerous doctrine and so Mr. Lamb 
was asked to inform us accordingly. Mr. Lamb invited us and read out to us a 
letter of Government, the substance of which is given in Mr. Lamb’s letter to us 
No, 4843 of 1898, dated 16th May. Weof course accept the official version of 
Government’s plague policy in Bombay and we would have giadly given publi- 
city to itif Mr. Lamb had only informed us by letter, What was then the object 
of the interview ? That was the question we asked ourselves at the time, and an 
answer was in the end supplied for the time by the nature of the interview. 
Mr. Lamb, instead of confining himself to one subject, took the opportunity 
to discuss with us a number of passages extracted from diverse issues of the 

Mahrdtta. He travelled over a large field, and for nearly an hour we had to 
stand beneath the fire of the able cross-examination of the District Magistrate. 
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letter ‘would have served the purpose? Of course we should be the last person 
Object to such an interview ; on the contrary, we shall always welcome it, as’ 
gives usa good’ opportunity to explain our thoughts properly to the officials 
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and to remove mutual misunderstandings, It is our firm belief that'it is only 
some such personal interchange of ideas that will bridge over the gulf that 
has unfortunately been made between the responsible officials and the represen- 

tatives of the people. We deem it, therefore, an honour and a privilege to be 

invited to such interviews and to get an opportunity to-have a free talk with 

the District Magistrate as often as possible. .Only we would prefer to see such 

interviews taking place anywhere but in the District Magistrate’s office, so as to 

obviate a possible misconception on the part of the people that we were some 

criminal called by the Magistrate to explain a known or unknown offence, 

To face an all-powerful District Magistrate in his office and beneath his cower- 

ing brow is an ordeal which no human editor will, if. he can help it, consent 

to undergo. If any unpleasant topics turn up, the editor is placed in a false 

position ; he can neither avoid the conversation nor can he decently displease 

his host by making unsavoury remarks, Of course we, the editors of Poona, are 

fortunate in having a courteous man like Mr. Lamb as our District Magistrate, 

But what must be the lot of the editors generally who may have the misfortune 

to face a District Magistrate who cannot treat a gentleman with the courtesy 

due to a gentleman ? Hditors having even a grain of self-respect would prefer 

toundergo a criminal trial in a court of law to possibly being browbeaten in this 

way. There is the sedition law and there is Section 109 (108 ?)of the Criminal Pro- 

cedure Code. There isthe Press Committee to scrutinize their, writings in camera, 

and there is the District Magistrate calling them to his office for explanations 

at any odd time. How are Native editors to work amidst such besetting snares ? 

How are they to discharge their duty to the public and to their country? They 

write at their risk and they might suffer the consequences; but why this addi- 

tional demi-official tinkering under the guise of friendly warning ? Lord George 
Hamilton has declared that censorship is prohibited by law in India, but what 
is this pillory in the District Magistrate’s office, if it is nota kind of veiled 
censorship ? : 


42. It may be remembered that we had in our last issue expressed our- 
selves to be floundering in the same slough of doubt 

_ The reasous for, and the ob- gs almost every one of our brother journalists in this 
it te cgaprrgs, Shaosk —— and the other parts of the country with regard to the 
pe ie a ge ra editor of the movel institution called by the name “The Poona 
Mahrdtta by Mr. Lamb, Press Committee’? and suddenly brought into being 
Mahraita (7), 12th June. one fine morning by the breath of Government. It 

. may be further remembered that we had addressed a 

letter to Mr. Lamb, the Collector and District Magistrate of Poona, making 
enquiries on the subject, and were waiting fora reply. Mr. Lamb has, we are 
glad to say, sent a prompt reply, complying with our request, and it is 
as follows: “Government considered that the weekly abstract compiled by 
the Reporter on the Native Press was lacking both in the rapidity and the 
closeness of scrutiny which it deemed desirable. It therefore instructed District 
Magistrates to themselves arrange for the careful observation of the newspapers _ 
published in their districts. The District Magistrate, not being able to under- 
take this duty personally, was empowered to form at head-quarters a Committee, 
subject to his immediate control, consisting of 3 or 5 members, of whom the 
majority should be official, and the President should be the Huzur Deputy 
Collector or City Magistrate. At Poona, the late Acting Collector, Mr. Bonus, 
accordingly constituted a Committee of 5, comprising the City Magistrate as 
President, the City Mamlatdar, the City Police Inspector and the two non- 
official gentlemen who, in reply to his enquiries, expressed their willingness to 
serve on the Committee. The duty of the Committee is to bring to the notice 
of the District Magistrate anything appearing in any newspaper published in 
the district which in the opinion of the Committee is deserving of the attention 
of the District Magistrate. The Committee is available for use, if the District 
Magistrate thinks fit, as an intermediary between himself and the press of his 
district.” The Native Press Reporter was slow and loose in his scrutiny of the 
- newspapers, we are told. We do not know if the Reporter has got anything to 
say by way of roply to the above charge. But granting that the charge 7s true, 
may it not be pertinently asked bow the attention of the Government was 
not drawn earlier to the facts on which the charge seems to be based, and 
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also what led to the present discovery of the looseness of the Reporter’s scrutiny ? 
It appears that in establishing the Press Committees, Government wanted 
to decentralise the work of official scrutiny over the newspapers. From 
the point of view of Government the arrangement is indeed a nice one; but 
can it not be said that the work thus imposed upon the District Magistrates 
is judicially inconsistent with the exercise of the powers newly granted to them 
by the amended criminal law? ‘The constitution of the Committee is clear 
from the statement of Mr, Lamb. But nothing, not even the odd number of 
the members of the Committee, nor the provision of an official majority as 
against an unofficial minority, gives conclusive information as to the actual 
working of the Committee. Mr. Lamb’s reply to our letter is welcome at least 
as an authoritative statement, though it may not shed all the light that is needed 
on the question; and we hope that it will serve to dispel some of the many and 
various doubts that were entertained about the Poona Press Committee. 


43. When.there is the Reporter on the Native Press to compile an ab- 
stract of the writings in Native newspapers, what is 
Kesari (54), 14th June. =the use of the Press Committees whose functions are 
pretty much the same? The answer given to this question in Mr. Lamb’s letter 
is not, in our opinion, satisfactory. An explanation is necessary as to why the 
Reporter is slack and slow in the performance of his duties and as to why his 
scrutiny of the newspapers should be one-sided only. The term “ deserving the 
attention of the District Magistrate ’’ occurring in Mr, Lamh’s letter seems vague. 
The instructions which must have been given to the members of the Press Com- 
mittee about what is deserving to be brought to the notice of the District Magis- 
trate should also have been published along with Mr. Lamb’s letter. Mr, Lamb 
again says that the Press Committee may serve as an intermediary between the 
press and the District Magistrate. Wedo not understand why such an inter- 
mediary is required. We hope the Committee will not be utilised for the 
purpose of giving advice to editors as to how they should write, as by being so 
employed it will probably hinder honest criticism. 


44, Mr. Lamb’s statement is specific enough, although it is not as fullas we 
might have desired. We might have, for instance, liked 
J ~~, . pcs sh (14), 16th +o know what led Government to consider that the 
une, Eng. cols. ‘ 
| weekly abstract compiled by the Reporter was not 
sufficiently rapid or comprehensive. Will any honourable member of the 
local Council ask Government whether they have ever called for an explanation 
from that officer about his apparent slackness, andif so what explanation 
he has given? ‘The staff at present available to the Reporter is, we are 
told, extremely limited and is always kept fully engaged by the work that 
is already turned cut in the office. If so, have Government ever tried to 
increase the efficiency of the Reporter’s office by augmenting the staff be- 
fore they ordered Press Committees to be established in every district? If 
Government prefer to decentralize the work of press supervision as much as 
possible, why then retain the costly Reporter’s office at all? Where is the neces- 
sity of having multifarious agencies to do the same kind of work? Then as to the 
functions of these Committees Mr. Lamb is beautifully vague. The chief 
function is to report to the District Magistrate everything that is in its opinion 
“deserving of the attention of the District Magistrate.’’ The Committee of Poona 
is of course human and might sometimes pass over the right thing and notice the 
wrong thing. The expression “ deserving attention ” is so vague that it may in- 
clude either everything or nothing ; and as if this was not sufficient, the Com- 
mittee is further to act as “ an intermediary.’”’ What is an intermediary? Is 
he an agent, an arbitrator, an informant, or a go-between? If he is to act 
the part of a peace-maker between the officials and the press, should he not be 
a man respected and trusted by both parties? Has care been taken toselect only 
such persons as. possess the confidence of all? A profound secrecy is hitherto 
observed as to the names of the non-official Committee men; but how can per- 
sons who are carefully kept behind the curtain act as peace-makers ? The 
press at least is entitled to know the names of the individuals to-whom it is to 
look to for intermediation when under difficulties, We therefore suggest that all 
such appointments should be duly notified in the Government Gazette, .: Let, 
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everything be fair and above-board, so that people may have nothing to sus-. 
pect or fear. An appearance of mystery should be the first thing to be avoided 
in such matters. The slightest token of mistrust or concealment is likely to do, 
more harm than good. | | 


45. It appears from Mr. Lamb’s letter to the editor of the Mahrdtta that 
Akkba’re Soda’ar (131) Government are not satisfied with the manner in 
$4ie Sous: 9 * which the Reporter on the Native Press -discharges 
) his duties. Have Government asked for any ex- 
planation in this matter from the Reporter ? Hitherto no complaint was heard 
against that officer and satisfaction was universally expressed with the manner in 
which he did his work. If the Reporter’s office labours under any drawbacks 
in point of equipment, Government should remove them and put itona better 
footing. If this is found impossible, what is the use of maintaining the office 
at all? Government might as well save so much expenditure. We want yet 
more information on the subject of the functions of the Press Committees. 
Government can satisfy public curiosity on the point by making an authoritative 
statement on the subject. If the Committees were to act as committees of 
censorship, editors will be discouraged to comment freely on the actions and 


measures of Government and the liberty of the press will be to that extent 
curtailed. 


46. The main object of appointing the Press Committee is not, as was first 
Bomboy Sama’cha'r (125) stated in certain quarters, to correct the inaccuracies - 
“a Sa ’ of the Native newspapers, but to render help to the 
District Magistrates in exercising the powers conferred 

upon them. by Section 108 of the Criminal Procedure Code. It appears that 
Government do not mean that the section should remain a dead letter. The 
people as loyal subjects are of course bound to obey the law, but the arrangement 
made by Government to exercise control over the journalists cannot be termed 


_ lawful. The District Magistrate should not be vested with such absolute powers 


in dealing with editors. We pray that Government will hit upou some other 
arrangement to check sedition in the Native press and that the District Magis- 
trates should have no power in the matter, 


47, The Dnyan Chakshu publishes a Marathi translation of a letter re- 
ceived by it from Mr. Lamb correcting some inaccurate 
Remarks on Mr. Lamb’s and misleading statements contained in its issue of 1st 
letter to the Dnydn Chakshu instant (vide weekly Report No, 28 of 1898, paragraph 
correcting the inaccurate and 31) ial gaeliladee th fai o the alienatt 
misleading statements made » and explaiming the untairness of the alles ations 
by the paper in connection Of vindictiveness and a resort to roundabout procedure 
with the transfer of Mr. broughtby the paper againstGovernmentin connection — 
L. G. Deshmukh to weeaum- with the transfer of Mr. L.@. Deshmukh to Belgaum. 
oe ("): The paper declines to enter into argument on the point 
with the Collector for the present and contents itself by 
saying that the doubts created in the public mind about the treatment of Mr. 
Deshmukh are not completely removed, The paper, however, thanks Mr. Lamb, | 
as President of the Poona Press Committee, for his promptitude in taking notice 
of the writings in the Native newspapers and supplying detailed information to 
them by way of correcting their inaccuracies. : 


48. Theappointment of a Press Committee at Hyderadad, following closely 
as it does the inauguration of a similar institution 

+9 * in Poona, does not come upon any one as a surprise. 
mH f Hyderabed (Sind) We have not as yet any Latimcaallon with regard to 
and other places, the line of conduct which the Committee proposes 
Kardcht Chronicle (5), 12th +o adopt, but the fact that all its members are local 
hess gentlemen, who can be credited with having the 
best interests of the press at heart, ought to disarm the most hostile critic. 
The Press Committee in Poona has undertaken to supply the local press with 
accurate information on any subject on which information may be sought, 
and, if we mistake not, the Press Committee at Hyderabad will have to discharge 
a similar function. Another function of the Committee will probably be to 


_ watch the pronouncements made by the press and take objection to them when ~ 


they lend themselves to objection. There is nothing in this ta which a sober 
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writer can take exception. The press in India has not passed its state of infancy 
and wants a good deal of tender nursing to reach healthy adolescence. _ Irrese 

ponsible journalism is more the rule than the exception in this country, and we 

can never hope to see the last of it unless writers of the press, at the time of 

inditing their anathemas and diatribes against the Government, are conscious 

that their vapourings would be scrutinized and they themselves held answerable 

for anything objectionable that might be found in their writings, 


49. That was a dastardly attack made the week before last on the Chief 
Police Constable at Bandora, The deceased officer had 
Remarks in connection with at his back, it is said, no more than half-a-dozen men. 
the recent Muharram disturb- But we doubt very much if he could have taken more 
yy hay vend or (4), 12th With him, even if he were willing. The paucity of 
June. the number of policemen doing duty in Bandora is 
notorious; many would term it scandalous. It is 
doubtful whether there are a dozen men to guard the public peace, night and 
day, in that crowded suburb. The murder in question once more gives occasion 
for enquiring, what is to become of life and property in Bandora if the budmashes 
there (and they would seem to be not a few) take it into their heads to run 
amuck some fine afternoon? To Th4na would, of course, flash the wire, “‘ Send 
more men,’”? but their coming would be a question of at least two hours, and 
for those two hours the town would be at the tender mercy of lawlessness and 
crime of perhaps the worst description. : 


50. The Bombay correspondent of the Madras Standard makes the 
following remarks on the disturbance: “It would 

have mattered little if the music had been allowed to 

be continued. But the Fouzdar was over-zealous, 
which meant that he sadly wanted a little discretion, which is most needful 
on such an occasion. These Tabut mobs need to be dealt with an iron hand, 
no doubt; but the iron hand must be concealed in a velvet glove. They say the 
policeman grew hot and impatient—he would brook no disobedience; and in a 
moment of passion he was indiscreet enough to kick the Tabut. This was 
undoubtedly a serious affront to the religious sentiment of the fanatical mob. 
Immediately there arose the cry of ‘Deen, Deen,’ and the more mischievous 
hands at once set tg work.’”? The above seems to throw further light on the 
information already in our possession, but as there is to be a magisterial enquiry 
we withhold our remarks. 


Native Opinion (16), 12th 
June, Eng, cols. 


51. The Loka Seva alludes to the frequency of dacoities in the Nasik 
PE eS District, and says that though the relentless severity of 
dacoitienin the Nasik District the Marwaris in recovering their dues may partially 
and a request to Government account for the occurrence of the dacoities, the in- 
to permit people tokeeparms adequacy of the means possessed by the people for 
rat the purpose of self- the protection of life and property is also a favouring 
“Loka Seva (59), 16th June, Cause. The paper says that the police may be very 
| useful for making investigations into dacoities after 
their perpetration and for bringing the dacoits to book, but cannot. prevent 
the occurrence of dacoities unless they receive the co-operation of the people. 
It points out the utter helplessness of the people when left without any weapons 
to defend themselves and their property against dacoits armed to the teeth, and 
suggests that Government should permit the peopie of the district of Nasik to 
carry arms for purposes of self-defence. 


_ 52. The pestilence from which the villager in Sind suffers is not bubonic 
re saa fever, but dacoity. Whereas Government spare no 
sich esed frequency of dacol; amount of money, trouble, time or hardship to give 
parts o n , | 

and a request to Government battle to the scourge of the city, they do not bestow 
to take measures to prevent a thousandth part of these upon exterminating the 
them. : 7 savage dacoit, the terror of the rural population. It 
-Phoents (8), Sth Sune. —_ ig impossible to believe that Government, with its 
vast and boundless resources and capable heads of departments, should be un-— 
able to stamp out dacoity. It is possible to imagine that Government officers 
do not appreciate at their true measure the nameless horrors perpetrated by the 
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dacoits upon the patiently suffering villagers, because most of them are not 
brought té light for obvious reasons; or vlse, it were difficult to account 
for the somewhat apathetic manner in which the Government of Sind have 
dealt with this evil. The Government of Sir Charles Ollivant were not even 
willing to acknowledge that the evil existed to such an extent as was represented 
by Native agitators, as witness the reply that was framed for His Excellency 
Lord Sandhurst to the address presented by the Sind Sabha to His Excellency 
on his first visit to this province. In that address the Sind Sabha pointed out 
the increase in the crime of dacoity. Lord Sandhurst’s reply was that it was 
not correct that crime in Sind had risen to an abnormal extent. Mr. James 
will be earning the lasting gratitude of the people if he were to devise some 
measures for the complete extirpation of dacoity from Sind. For the most part 
the dacoits have*’confined themselves to the Hyderabad District. In fact, that 
district has been fora long time past the hot-bed of cattle-lifting, burglary, 
highway robbery and other similar crimes. The records of the Sessions Court 
of Hyderabad bear ample testimony to this. But besides what is brought 
to court, there is a great deai of crime that is not brought to light. On 
Friday last, at about 9 P.M., the dacoits made an erruption into the house 
of a Bania shopkeeper in a small village called Ukro in the vicinity of the 
Unerpur railway station in the Kotri Taluka. One man, the principal Bania 
of the shop, was shot dead by the dacoits, while his brother was shot in the arm, 
but is likely to recover, We have not yet been informed what property has 
been stolen. It is thus necessary for us to point out to the authorities the 
urgent need of adopting drastic measures for putting a stop to this species of 
crime. Some of the measures that suggest themselves to us are these. First, 
there should be a thorough overhauling of the arms which the lawless people 
seem to be possessed of. Secondly, helpless Banias, when they apply for license 
for arms with the express purpose of protection against thieves, should be freely 
granted the same. Thirdly, the police underlings of the area where a crime of 
this nature has occurred should be distinctly warned that a dacoity undiscovered 
would be regarded .as a reflection on the due performance of their duty, and 
that, on the other hand, if they succeeded in tracing the offenders they would 
be adequately rewarded ; for, the policeman of the area within a week’s time 
knows perfectly well who the guilty parties are. Fourthly, if all these measures 
prove ineffectual, a special dacoity department should be established like the 
one in the Central Provinces for the suppression of Thuggee and Dacoity. The 
very name of a department like this will strike terror into the hearts of lawless 
marrauders. 


538. The Dnydn Chakshu thanks the postal authorities for having taken 
- into consideration the postal grievances of the citizens 
Request to the authorities of Poona and for having sanctioned arrangements from 


to convert the Poona city ae oe 
telegraph office into @ first July 1st to raise the city post office to the dignity of a 


class one. : .*. . 
Daya'n Chakshu (12), 15th to the notice of the authorities the inconvenience 


June. suffered by the people of Poona on account of having . 


only a second class telegraph office in the city, 
which remains closed from 9 P.M. to 7 A.M. The paper says that persons who 
have to send messages duying those hours have to go all the way to the canton- 
ment office and that messages received after 9 P.M. remain undelivered till the 


next morning. It therefore suggests that the city telegraph office should 
as an experimental measure be converted into a first class office, and that if it is _ 


found to pay its own way the conversion should be made permanent. The 
paper hopes that the authorities will not be slow to try the feasibility of this 
much-needed reform. | : 


Education. 


54. The resolution, innocent as it looks on the face, involves a great 
a prigeiple, and is likely, if used unscrupulously, to strike 


Remarks on the recent 4+ the independence of educational institutions. This 


Ceessetoue le ‘ Bgpaccvd ‘post facto authorization removes an apparent illegal- 


nition of certain educational ity, although over-scrupulous lawyers may. still ask 
. institutions. whether such post facto sanction validates degrees con- 
Mahra’tta (7),12th June. ferred in the past. There are two significant omissions 
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first class post office. The paper now wishes to bring ~ 


from the list of Colleges sanctioned, viz., Mr. Setalwad’s:-Law Class recently, 
sanctioned by the Senate and Mr. Karkaria’s Collegiate Institute. - It is not 
possible to divine the exact reasons why only these two institutions were dropped 
out of this omnibus resolution. It is equally enigmatical to us why several 
others which under the’ wording of Section 12 of Act XXII of 1857 did not 
require the sanction of the Governor in Council have been included in the list. 
The sanction of Government is required only in the case of Colleges sending up 
candidates for degrees. Colleges preparing students only for the Previous or the — 
Intermediate or the First LL.B. examinations, which are not degree examinations 
do not obviously need any sanction. Why then are the Rajaram, the Maha- 
rashtra, and the Maratha Colleges and the Poona, Gujarat and Baroda Law 
Classes included in the list? It is a mystery which we cannot solve, unless 
of course we suppose that the resolution is primarily meant not merely to 
remove an illegality, but to record a sort of approval of Government on the 
several institutions thus authorized. If so, we cannot help objecting to an 
innovation which was not at all needed, and which if enforced in future will 
bring in a vigorous system of official censorship on higher education. The 
resolution has a history of its own, and there are people who think that the Act 
does not make any such sanction obligatory. 


55. The Commissioner in Sind has certainly committed a great blunder 
by sanctioning the transfer of the D. J. Sind Col- 
lege to Hyderabad. It was imagined that last year’s 
experience was quite enough to prevent a repeti- 
tion of the blunder. The Commissioner is not to 
blame for it, though. What is surprising is that 
the Principal, Mr. Hesketh, should be so blind as to 
agree to the transfer. Last year the whole term was 
practically wasted and Mr. Hesketh is aware of it. It is quite possible that the 
plague might appear any time at Hyderabad as it did last year, and what would 
be the consequence in that case? The whole expense and trouble, which will be 
by no means inconsiderable, shall have been incurred to no purpose, The plague 
is the greatest objection to the removal of the College. But apart from this, 
where are those students to go wno belong to Karachi and other places? The 
news must have shocked them considerably, that after 4 or 5 days they are to 
present themselves at Hyderabad without any idea as to where to stop. Hyder- 
abad is a city that possesses no commodious and clean houses procurable on rent. 
Even were it possible to get any, how could it be done within such a short period ? 
It seems they have not made even the poor arrangements that were made last 
year for the students. No other College is ever removed from its original place 
in consequence of plague or any other reason. Moreover, what about Malir 
and Hyderabad quarantine? Are they going to make a special case of the 
students? It is extremely doubtful if the Collector of Hyderabad, whose 
love for his own district is well-known, will allow this. Under the circum- 
stances, the best thing would be that Mr. Hesketh should hold a consultation 
with the Commissioner and stop the removal of the College, or he should pro- 
cure terms to the students unwilling to go to Hyderabad from the University. 
The plague is rapidly declining and will have been completely stamped out at 
Karachi ere long. So the College need not be removed at all. 


56. A correspondent writes:—The Director of Public Instruction, when 


Disapproval of the tempo- 
rary transfer of the D. J. 
Sind College to Hyderabad 
on account of the plague at 
Karachi. 

Phentz (8), llth June. 


Rewarks on the proposal of 
the Director of Public In- 
struction, Bombay, in regard 
to the Government High 


he was here (Dharwar), proposed to the managers of the 
Victoria High School and to some other men who went 
to see him that the Government High School was fast 
declining anda remedy to check itmust be sought, The 


School and the Victoria High 
School at Dhérwér. 


Karnatak Patra (1€5),13th 
June, Eng. cols. 


remedy he proposed was that the managers of the 

Victoria High School should discontinue to teach in 
_ their school the three higher standards and make their 
| school a feeder of the Government school. If the 
managers did not yield to this proposal he would Yiscontinue the Government 
High School, the loss of which, he said, would be keenly felt by the public of 
Dharwar. With due deference to him, can we ask him whether he has consider- 
ed what might be the true cause of the deterioration of the Government High — 
School, and if that be the case, is he confident .that the school would prosper 
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by the discontinuance of the three higher standards in the Victoria High 
School? Why should the Government High School be fast sinking down in 
public estimation? The reason, I can see, must be want of sympathy on the 
part of the teachers for their pupils. This sympathy being hardl fount among 
the majority of the High School masters, there is no wonder that the school 
should lose the sympathy of the public. The sooner the High School teachers 
change their conduct for the better in this particular, the better would it be for 
them, their school and the department. [The Loka Bandhu (169) and some other 
papers of Dharwar construe the proposal of the Director to be to abolish the 
High School as a Government institution and hand over its management to the 
promoters of the Victoria High School. They regret the proposed measure, if 
really under contemplation, and express a desire for more authentic informa- 
tion on the subject. | : 


Railways. 


57. The story the Zimes of India has lately told in its columns of the prac- 
tical refusal of permission by Government to sanction- 

Remarks on the policy of the Raja of Parla Kimedy’s proposal to construct a 
pet ay one sso Moore with ight feeder railway on the 2 feet 6 inches gauge from 
Snidian Sesctator (45, 19th Naopada to the Raja’s capital is, indeed, a sad and 
June. disheartening one. The Raja was told that he might 
| construct the railway, but that if Government or any 

other person or company, obtaining a concession from Government, chose the 
same route for a railway on a standard gauge, the Raja’s railway would be closed 
without compensation. That is how local enterprise in constructing feeder 
railways is encouraged! Government itself will not advance the money needed 
for this class of railways, and they will put as many obstacles as they can in 
the way of others taking up the work. And yet, it is now admitted by all that 
_ trunk railways alone can never fully develop the country, and that a network 
of small feeder railways is an urgent desideratum in the country. Here is 
one more iliustration of Mr. Horace Bell’s contention that the secret Railway 
Committee of the Government of India does things in an extremely unsatisfac- 


tory manner, and that Government itself is greatly to blame for the smallness — 


of the private capital that is attracted towards railway making in India. 


58, We wonder if the captains of industry in Bombay are conscious of the 
important bearing that the long-pending project of a 


A railway for South Kon- railway in the Konkan has on the vexed labour ques- 


™ py 4). 194, ‘on of the day of our city. We refer to the com- 
Pais mn epeeir 49) plaint about the migratory tendencies and proneness 


to.take French leave of the Konkani workmen, who 
form the majority of our mill-hands, day-labourers and domestic servants. We 
suppose a thorough opening up of the Konkan by a system of light railways 
will achieve much in the direction of gradually diminishing that home-sick- 
ness of the Konkani labourer. At present the hilly and rugged Konkan, cut 
off as it is from Bombay during the four months of the monsoons, forms 
a distinct country, standing apart by itself, and circumstances have made 
it a custom with the Konkani labourer to pass the whole of this season once 
every alternate year at least in his village, returning only with the recom- 
mencement of the running of Shepherd’s steamers. One motive fora prolong- 
ed stay will be removed were an easy railway communication to enable the Kon- 
kani to make short]trips at small cost to his native place. Of course, we cannot 
advocate a railway merely for the purpose of trying an experiment as to what 
effect it will produce on the character of the labourers on whom Bombay has 
to depend in the main. There are reasons to believe that a Konkan railway 
will not fail to pay its way directly and indirectly, as the majority of our 
other railways do. Salt, timber and dried fish are produced in many parts in 
large quantities, and a brisk export trade in. them with Bombay as well as 
the towns in the inland may very well. be expected to: arise and: soon . develop. 


Then there are the peculiar fruits of the Konkan, the sweet en the, 


delicious cocoanut, the pungent. kokam,. and ‘the | everywhere welcome betel- 


nut. We may add. the phanas (jack:-fruit).: All of these are produced'in 
large qntiiien in every + llage of the: Konkan, and whilst there is univer- | 
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sal demand for them in the upcountry, east and south and north, they simply 
rot in all the places where they grow. it is not at all right to sup- 
pose that Shepherd’s steamers meet the demands of the trade of the Kon-— 
kan with anything like adequacy. The human traffic, again, is immense. 
A railway in the Konkan is, therefore, a project which is worth taking up eveu 
from the commercial point of view. We must not, of course, omit to notice the 
advantages of having a regular system of postal service going on in an uniform 
manner throughout the year. The subject ought to be agitated till the project 
succeeds. We wonder why the Chamber of Commerce does not turn its attention 
to it. For reasons we have above gone through at length the Mill-owners’ 
Association too should take interest in it, - It speaks well in favour of the 
project that a Collector of Ratndgiri strongly advocated it about six years ago, 
that an enterprising gentleman even surveyed a great portion of the country, 
fixed the route and prepared plans and estimates, and that the Southern 
Maratha Railway Company, poor as it is, offered to undertake the putting in 
execution of the project if the necessary guarantee and other concessions from 
Government were obtained. Even the engineering difficulties are not many, 
‘they say. Evidently what is wanted is only sustained agitation. 


Native States. 


59. The nasty Pilvai affair has ended. It was altogether a very pain- 

ful matter. The Gaikwari troops have been victorious. 

Remarks on the Pilvait We cannot help remarking in this connection that 

— in the Baroda Btate. perhaps if the Gaikwari officials had continued to be 

raja Bandhy (114), 12th os ; Ee 

June, Eng. cols. conciliatory a little longer, the Pilvai people would have 

given in. A simple protracted blockade would have 

left the Rajputs without provisions and would have forced them to come to 

some settlement. It is not a very pleasing thing to see a ruler trying to crush 

his subjects with force. We sincerely hope there would be no-repetition of such 
affairs elsewhere. 


60. Thereis noend to the strange whimsical doings of His Highness the 

Pe Maharaja Holkar. Hehas latterly begun totake delight 

Pi whimsical acts of in putting men instead of horses to carriages and pays 
he present ruler of Indore. +e . 

Gura’khi (44), lsth June. . 10 heed tc the remonstrances of the Political Resident. 

| certain man from British territory had recently 

gone to Indore to see the city. While he was standing in a street he was sum- 

moned by the Maharaja and asked whence he came. The Maharaja then put 

him to a carriage and made him drag it, telling him that as he was a guest. 

at Indore he must be treated hospitably. Any one daring to differ from the 

Maharaja receives a sound whipping. Weare surprised to see such pranks 
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being tolerated by the British Government. | : 
Intelligence extracted from the Press. 


61. There is to be a conference of Indian residents in England on 21st June, 
when the following subjects will be brought forward 
A proposed conference in for consideration:—The Sedition law, the currency 
a os i a affairs. proposal of the Indian Government, the Calcutta 
iser-e-Hind (112), 12th pe : ce Se 
June, Eng. cols: - Municipal Bill, and the financial justice of England. 
contributing to the cost of the late frontier expedition. 
It is to be hoped this conference will be a success. Meeting as it does in the 
midst of the season, and when Parliament is in full swing, there is not the least 
doubt that it will have no mean effecton the minds of the members. In all 
ar the resolutions passed will be presented for consideration to the 
ouse of Commons, which would not be without its influence on the adminis- 
tration here ultimately. | | 


62, It isa matter of great pleasure that, during the closing days of the 
Muharram in Lahore, at many placesin the city 

Demonstrations of mutaal Hindus were serving sherbat and other cool beverages. 
eng Bota Fae to Musalmans, and that:at hundreds of places again the 
Lahore. a " Musalmans would not let a Hindu go wichout tasting 
Kara'chi Chronicle (5), some delicious drink. Apt quotations from Persian 
12th Jane. . spoets and legends‘ex pressive of love and affection were 
inscribed in gold on the glowing walls of gorgeously 
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- decorated pavilions, while fountains ran rich with choice drinks day and night. 


Let us hope that the period of aberration that interrupted for a while the harmo- 
nious relations between the two communities is over. 


63. A band of about 40 armed dacoits committed a dacoity at the Mgr 

of Sonabe (Son4mba ?) in the Sinnar Taluka of the 

Dacoity in the Nasik Dis N&sik District, They raided three shops of Marwaris, 

ie sama'cha'r (48), 11th 98 also the house of the Kulkarni, and after severely 

Jans. assaulting the inmates and cutting off the noses of 

three Banias and of the Kulkarni’s son are reported to 

have left the village with property worth between 10 and 20 thousand rupees. 

The dacoits are said to have compelled the Police Patel and Naik of the village 

to stand with lighted torches in their hands while the dacoity was being come 

mitted. The District Superintendent of Police, with the Police Inspector and 

the Chief Constable, repaired to the scene of the dacoity and made an investi- 
gation, but no trace has yet been found of the dacoits. 


B. V, JOSHI, 


Acting Reporter on the Native Press. 


Office of the Reporter on the Native Press, 
New Secretariat, Bombay, 21st June 1898. 
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Vengurla (Ratnagiri): Delay in the appointment ofa president to the — 
Municipality and the inconvenience suffered by the municipal employés 


on that account — eee tee mo eee ves O38 
Native States— 
Baroda : | 
Comments on the imposition of the income-tax in the — State ee 57 
Some points of enquiry in connection with the Pilvai affairs we 


Indore: Alleged misdeeds of His Highness the Maharaja Holkar anda 
request to the British Government to interfere before it is too late a. oe 
Kathidwdr: The — Political Agency found fault with for not taking notice of 
the alleged mismanagement prevailing in some of the Native Sta tesunder 


the Agency ... soe a is eee a 08 
: Intelligence extracted from the Press— | 
Dacoities : : 
S| Death of a Miana dacoit ats “0 ‘yes a 61 
‘I'wo cases of dacoity near Manjhu in Sind cs aoe ine 60 
Hindus and Muhammadans in India: Alleged existence of friendly disposition 
between the— ... us ae kes ‘Ks oan 59 


State prosecutions for sedition: Alleged withdrawal of Government sanction 
to the prosecution of Mr. Bose, late editor of the Pham ... sal 62 
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Last of Newspapers and Periodicals, 


(For the week ending 25th June 1898.) 


Number of 


MARATHI, 


The SS ae “a oe 


Arunodaya ies oe 
A'ryAvart «.. : 
eer 
Belgaum Samachar 
Bhut si ave aon 
Chandanshu _... ose 

Chandraként .:. ««. 
Chandrodaya _... ia 
Chikitsak... cis ees 
Chitragupta  ... oe 
Daivadnya Mitra vais 
Daivadnya Samachar ... 


Dakshin Vritt_... ii 
Deshakdlavartamén  . 
Dhanada... ... 
Dharwar Vritt ... i 
Dhureen ... ‘es eke 
Dnydn Prakash ... ‘ise 
Dnydn Sa ‘See oe 
Ganga Lahari __... ae 
Gurakhi eee | eee eee 
urGeG ... | ese me 
Hindu Punch ... eas 
“4 Jagadadarsh * eee 


Jagad-hitechchhu _... 
J atsamachar eee ee 
wee 4. 


EE ee ae 
Kalpataru... ‘ie 
Karmanuk — orn 


Keral JCokil oe 2 
oe ly Peal ag 

ndes 1 pta... 
Khandesh Vaibhav _.., 
Khara Prakar ... des 
Kumtha Vritt eee 


Lokaseva. ... * eee i 


Madatnis... ; 
Makshi 


»«.| Bombay 
oo} Chana. 
-+-| Dhulia, 
.»-| Ratnagiri 
Belgaum 
Bombay 
Taésgaon 
Chikodi 
Chiplun 
Belgaum 
Karad 
-».| Bombay 
Do. 
..| Kolhapur 
eoe| Erandol 
..| Vengurla 
oof Dharwar 
eo} Belgaum 
oes Poona ee 
| Kolhapur 
wf Nasik . 
-»-| Bombay 
ook an 
...| Lhana... 
...| Ahmednagar 
e+] Poona ... 
.-.| Lhana ... 
eee} Poona ... 
eee Dharwar 
.+.| Sholapur 
. Poona. 
.--| Bombay 
.s.| Poona... 
woof Dhulia 
rf Do. 
e..| Bombay 
...| Kumta 
eee Nasik ee 


...| Fortnightl 
oe Weekly = 
a0 Gee eee 
of Doo 

oss oe all 
...| Fortnightly 
ua Weekly os 
wit oe : 
“s Do. 

ao Gat 8 
wpe 
-»-| Monthly ... 
oo a eee 
coe} Weekly ... 
eee Do. nce 
.-.| Fortnightly 
wo} Weekly ... 
ae ees 
eee Do. wea 
eee Do. 

a Do. 

oe SS 
e»}| Daily 

oof Weekly ... 
On moe 

eee Do. 

et ey aa 
a Sees "8 

F< Do. 
fe 

eee DO eee 
et Monthly... 
| Weekly ... 
oe eee oe, 
oe ae 
.»-| Monthly . 
...| Weekly 

Pe oe a 


yi 500 
; 740 
i 205 
sata 290° 
; 315 

‘ 1,006 
cu 100 
ss 200 
coe 250 
et ee 
Be 200 
oe 500 
200 300 
a 150 
pa 45 
Re 700 
oe 750 
ee 500 
aa 1,000 
eT 290 
cau 200 
eee 1,200 
“a 4.000 
eo : 600 
hia 300 
eee 4,500 
pales 600 
-f 1,208 
ae 250 
es 375 
ve 2,500 
eee 2,000 
eee 8,000 
are. 125 
ois 370 
wi 2,000 
viele 2006 
/ ho 


No, Names of Newspapers. | Place of Publication , | Edition. Copies issued 
4 
ENGLISH. 
1 |The Bombay East Indian _.. i ..| Bomba 2 soot Weekly ... vee 2 
2 ye Champion... eee eee coe Do. - eee eee Do. 3 ° eee 500 
3 9 ie Prakash ... eee eee --| Poona eee eee Do. eee eee 300 
4 » Indian Spectator and Voice of India_ ...| Bombay es cool Do. fe 800 
5 | », KardéchiChronicle ....  ... ..| Karachi eee «| Do. ee 500 
§ » K4thidwdr Times es ‘i ce] RAjkot ee er BY 75 
eae ee re | oof Weekly ... ose 600 
S ly Ree a ee ees ooo = wee Bi-weekly st 500 
9 » Quarterly Journal of the Poona Sirver | : : 
_jamik Sabha... .. .., ...| Poona... soo = see Quarterly aed 300 
10 » Sind Times: oes fic es ..o| Karachi coe = ooo] Bi-weekly oui 200 
ANnGLo-MaRitHg. 
11 | The Din Bandhu...._—_ a. i --| Bombay oe ooo} Weekly . ve 1,000 
12 9 Dnyaén Chakshu 7) eee eee ee Poona eee eee eee Do. . eee 900 
| a are ge sco wee, «wees wet BOMMDAY see 2a Se see 500 . 
14 9 In u Prakash eee coe eee eee Do. eee eee Bi-weekly eee 900 
15 » Kémgéror Workman ... ... ‘ot Do. coo = se] Weekly eos 1,700 
16 » Native Opinion ... — vs: ‘s eS ase .o| Bi-weekly ea 700 
17 » Prabhékar __... ee vee of - Do. “s ..| Daily vai 500 
18 | ,, Shri Saydji Vijay a ee --| Baroda... ©. — s««| Bi-weekly sos 2,500 
19 .| ,  Subodh Patrika... mn * --| Bombay oe wo.) Weekly ... oot 450 
90 99 Sudhdérak jee eee ese oe coe} POONA can pe Do. eee 3,000 
91 » Vervaner .:: nee saa .».| Bombay éée sa Do. “é 1,500 


ae tee 
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Set (ATP TN Re edna 
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Names ef Newspapers, 


Place of Pablicatien. 
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Number ef 


Mara'tHI—continued, 


‘The Mitrodaya ees eee 
» Moda Vritt ih. + ae 
» Mumbai Vaibhav aes 
» Nagar Samfch@r... 
» Nasik Vaibhav ... ee 
55 Nasik Vritt eee bea 
» Nipdni Vaibhav .., = «+ 
» Nydys Sindhu ... aes 
», Fanchdnan a x oe 
» Pandhari Bhushan - 
5, Pandhari Mitr& ... see 
99 Pen Samacha2 eee eee 
» Poona Vaibhav ... vs 
», Prabodh Chandrika ... 
» Prabodh Ratna ... oes 
oo EMO. des “ue a 
93 Raghav Bhushan eee 
»» Satya Shodhak ... sa 
» satyavakta is ove 
» Shikshak ... eee ‘es 
»» Sholapur Samachfér ___... 
Shubh Suchak ... ee 


9 Vartéhar ... coo eee 
9 Vartanidhi eee eee 
99 Vatandar... ee eee 
»» Vengurla Vritt ... ove 
» Vidya Vilds we jaa 
9 Vikshipta eee eee eee 
»» Virashaivamata Prakdsh 

» Vividh Dny4n Vistar ... 


»  Vritiasdr ... sie 
», Vritt Sindhu .. sii 
> Vritt Sudha as aor 
Vy4pari ... oe 


ANGLO-GUJARA’TI. 


The Broach Samach4r 
»» Deshabhakta 
» Gujarati... (ae aie 
», Gujarat Mitra... i 
», Gujarét Satya Samsher ... 
» Hindi Punc a 


» . Hindusthén are aa 
9» independent oe gas 
»» Kaiser-e-Hind _... aes 
» Kathidwdr News... os 
» «creja Bandhu ... o. 
» Rast Goftér 0 ose 


- Shri SayAji Vijaya eon 
: Sury4 Prakésh con 


GUJARATI 


The Ahmedabad Times 


, 
ime a 
7, 


9? re ees eee eee 
9, Akhbér-e-Islam ... a 
99 eee 
99 eee 
bb eee 
99 see 
99 eee 
99 eee 
93 eee 
| eee 
” eee 
a eee 
99 see 
BD] eee 
+] 

” 

ie 

aa 


ioe 


Baroda 
Surat ... 


Ahmedabad 


“ Bomba 
..-f Surat ... 


Do. 
eee Do. eee 
wan DO. Ae 
vo] Lri-weekly 
vo] Weekly ... 
se as 
a. Bee sa 
oe 
me ae ee 
»+e} Monthly ... 
ooo| Weekly ... 
ey Gas: re 
sa” as 
we ee 


Weekly ... 
| Monthly... 
Do, 


0. 
eee Weekly eon 
eee | De. eve 


Do» .. 


eee eee 


_ de 


ie : Names of Newspapers: - Place of Publication Eaition. -| gvumbes of 
GusaRa’tI—continued, | 

187 | The Gul Afshén wn Ge Ome eee ee ee 500 

138 99 Hitechchhu eee eee ee eee Ahmedabad ee eee Weekly eee cod } 500 
1389 | ,, J&ém-e-Jamshed ... .. 3s .».| Bombay ‘i = a ie si 2,600 
140 99 Jan i eee eee eee ee eov eee ee Wee ly eee eee 225 
141 9 Kac ha Samach4ér eee tee eee Bombay eee eee Do. soo eee 500 
142 »» Kaira Khetiwddi Patrs... .. ...| Nadidd sae (Monthly... ... §30 
148 | ,, Kaira Vartamén... ... 3... ..| Kaira cco = evel WOCRIY 0, “a 75 
144 » Kathidwadno Himiyati... “ts | Ahmedabad .. oh BIG ies vee 400 
145 » K&thidwar Krishi cos Wee set Do. cee ..| [ri-monthly _... 200 
146 | ,, Kdthidwér Times... ...  «.. «| RAjkot 1. eve] Bi-weekly wa 450 
147 | ,, Kelavni ... = ee ..| Baroda si RT vec a 800 
148 »» Khoja Samfchiar ... se ate ..| Bombay | Weekly... 3 see 
149 9 Nure Klam - 008 ‘@e eee eee Do. ® eee Monthly eee eee 300 
1 50 9 Nydyadarshak eee ree eee PTY Ahmedabad e eee glare. coat ° 250 
151 » Praja Mitra one i a .o| Kardchi .  _ eeel Bi-weekly “ 350 
i ee ee ..| Surat ee Ak ee 800 
153 9 Rajyabhakté eee eee eee eee Bombay ° 100 Do. cee ee l 200 
154 », Samsher Bahadur jis si »o| Ahmedabad ... at Cl an oes 300 
155 » Satyavakta = «. ies s ..| Bombay ion yal es ee 500 
156 a9 Stri Bodh... eee eee eee ee Do. ee oe Month eee eee 300 
157 99 Stri Mitra eee ee eee Do. eee ee Do. eee eee 500 
158 ,, Surat Akhbar... iw > === ss cos Weekly ... ces 800 
159 » Svadesh Bandhu... 1... ose | Mahudha_s... oo eee 250 
160 | ,, Udichya Hitechchhu Patrs ... Ahmedabad ... _...| Monthly... —.., 600 
ee ee ee ‘i Bombay ‘se ..| Fortnightly ... 200 
162 99 Vishvadarshan eee eee ee6 i a eee 7 Weekly eee eee 325 
wl yy Vee ih a Oe le as eh ee 600 

ANGLO-K A’/NARESE. 
164 | The Hubli Patra coef AUDIT ... see = woof: Weekly vee 0 150 
ENGLIsH, MARATHI AND KANARESE. 
| : 7 
165 | The Karndtak Patra ... ee. a ee 400 
166 | ,, Réjahanga —< wo | Do. Gel 200 
_ KA‘NARESE. 
167 The Chandroday& eee eee coe Dh4rwAr eee TT) Weekly oe eee 200 
168 > Karnatak Vritt eee eee eee eee Do. eee eee Do. se ees 800 
169 9 Loki Bandhu eee eee eee eee Do. eee eee Do. #99 oe” 300 
170 9 Rasik Ranjini, eon oes eee ee Gadag ‘2 eee Do. ih Pet 200 
171 99 Satya’ Vritt eee eee eee eee Do. eee Do. pai sesh: 200 
172 | | Subodh Chandrika ... «. | Hublia, oo «| Fortnightly __... 156 
_ Marga'tur anD Ka'NaRgEse. 
173 The Chandrika eee eee eee eee Bagalkot eee eee Weekly = ene 100 
174 ” Karnétak Vaibhay eee eee ees Bijapur eee oe Do, en 7 308 
|) aS eg er eeme ie fe 150 
"Wee OO a le ‘ , ee om 453° 
ENGLISH AND HINDI. 
177 The Pandit mre eee soo] POONA «oe eee eon Weekly eee TT) 1,500 
HINDI. 
178 |The Shri Venkateshvar Saméebér ... «| Bombay + «| Weekly «.  «} 96,000 
* URDU. 

179 |The Aina-i-Hind one sti vit ..| Bombay vee on. Monthly ve oil 500 
180 | , Alam Aphroz Bambai ... «. «| Do. .. ee Triemonthly —... 300 
181 99 Azad Punch ese eee eee eee Do. ee eee Weekly nari nue nen 
1s2 | | India Gazette .. «. «» «| Do. 1 ae 100 
183 99 Jah4numa... ; eee eee ese eee Do. ee eee Do eee eee coe 
184 ” dss on ae eee eee cool eee eee Do. eee eee eos | 
185 9 m iee- um eee eee eee : + eee _— “9? rte ee? 
186 . Munsif-i-Deccan eee eee eee eee Ahmednagar eee eee = eee e0e 8@ 
187 » Muslim Herald ... or ses see | Bombay —. — os 4 one we 1,500 
188 | 99 Naydr-i-Islam | eee eee eee eee Do. eee 600 ec y ee eee eee 
189 Punch Bahdiur ... sea bee ae eee cee a eee tee 44 
190 Safir... ee eee eee eee eee if or ° saa eat 3 

{ 191 ; rf Sultén-ul-Akhb&r... eee eee eee Do. eee ry) \Daily eee PYT bat 


Wee 
ae ihte* 


EnatisH, MaRra'tHI aND GUJARATI. 
The Baroda Vatsal ... 


EnauisH, Mara’tH1, Gusara’t1 
AND KONKANI. 


The Garibéncha Kaivéri (Amicus Pauperum)| Bombay | Fortnightly 


MARA’IHI AND URDU. 


The Gulbarga Samdchéy ose Gulbarga Weekly ... 


ANGLO-SINDI. 


Hyderabad (Sind) Fortnightly 
' Do. ' -es.| Weekly ... 


SENDI- 


The Khairkhah ... ... Karéchi 
» Muin-ul-Tslém 0 ~ Do... 
Sind Sudhér ... Do. 


ANGLO-PORTUGUESE. 


O lo-Lusitano =... ae Bombay Weekly 
The Boletim Indiano ... ‘i : Do. Do. 


PoRTUGUESE-KONKANI. | 
202 | The Luso-Concanim ... Bombay Weekly 
: ¢ ‘ . ‘ - i$: . 
Notes.—A. The notices from the different Newspapers have been collected in the Report under different heads 
which are printed in italics. : 


B. The names of Newspapers are printed in the margin of the Report in italics, and the number of the News 
paper in the above list is printed in brackets after the name. | , 


.C, The system of spelli Bet cen pa words followed by the Reporter is the same as that —— in the 
Official Spelling List of the Bombay namin One peculiar feature of this system is taat wnen the long (a Ff 
or d) is the last letter of a word, the accent is left out, and the short a(3{ =u in gun) is, to prevent confusion, 
never placed at the end of a word, This rule has been strictly followed, except that when the short a appears to be 
absolutely necessary to complete the pronunciation of a word, asin Arunodaya or the well-known Mitra, it is printed 
with a mark over it to indicate that it isshort, thus—-d, ae 


D. The figures giving the circulation or number of copies published ‘of each newspaper and pericdical as 
furnished by the proprietor, are not guaranteed as accurate, and in some instances must be regarded with cr ution, 


ee 


" 
“Politics and the Public Administration, 


1, The audacity of Lord George Hamilton in matters of ‘Indian finance 
£19 Gensco Haatlic is phenomenal, It is a serious question whether His 
Indian fmanes. SLO rdship knows even the elements of finance. So far 
Champion (2), 19th June, 8 his past performances on budget days go, he has 
cut the sorriest figure imaginable. Both his own 
party and the Opposition are unanimous on that point. But even assuming 
that Lord George Hamilton understands something of accounts, it may be 
reasonably asked, by what process of ratiocination he arrived at the con clusion, 
during the debate which ensued on 29th March last on the motion of Mr. 
Vicary Gibbs on the currency nostrum, to the effect that India was in a 
condition of-bankruptcy ; and then, immediately afterwards, he arrived at just 
the opposite conclusion, that India was flourishing beyond the dreams of the most 
ambitious Finance Minister! We seriously ask His Lordship how he can 
reconcile the statement about bankruptcy, made in March, with that about 
unexampled prosperity uttered only a week ago, while he was whitewashing the 
administration of Lord Elgin—the weakest and most incompetent Viceroy it 
has been the misfortune of India to endure during the last hundred years. In 
fact, there were no superlatives too extravagant for Lord George Hamilton to 
puff Lord Elgin with. Here in India, where His Excellency’s administration 
has been considered in an impartial and unimpassioned manner, the hyperbolic 
‘language of the Secretary of State for India has raised laughter. Well may 
Lord Elgin ask that he may be saved from his friend, who has thus made him 
the laughing stock of India. . 


2. During the vresentation of the Indian Budget before the House of Com- 
mons, Lord George Hamilton expressed his satisfaction 
at the healthy condition of Indian revenue, settlement 
of the frontier question, rise in exchange, and His 
Excellency Lord Elgin steering the vessel of State through a most serious crisis 
safely. In short, India was prosperous, as prosperous as it could be, and yet a 
loan of £10,000,000 must be raised in England to pay off old loans, to provide’ 
for railway expansion and to furnish the Secretary of State for India with a 
reserve for emergencies. That is an abnormally healthy condition of Indian 
finance! We are prosperous because we have not paid off old loans, because we 
have no reserve for an emergency, and because we have uo capital for reproduc- 
tive works. _If we have such prosperous years one after another and go on raising 
loans, why, we shall die of plethora of prosperity! Heaven save our worst | 
enemies from such prosperity! Sir Henry Fowler congratulated Lord George 
Hamilton and Lord George Hamilton congratulated Sir Henry Fowler, and so we 
all must congratulate each other and pray to Heaven to send us such prosperity 
that we may go on borrowing millions ! 


Gujarat Mitra (107), 19th 
June, Eng. cols. 


8. The Dnyin Sdgar disapproves of the loan of 10 millions sterling 

) which the Secretary of State for India is about to 

Dnyén Sagar (41), 20th  yaice in England, saying that the reasons given by the 
— Secretary of State do not justify, or show any necessity 
for, the loan. The paper cannot reconcile the Secretary of State’s assertion 
about the soundness of India’s finances with the demand for a big loan in 


the same breath, as it were. 


4. The Indian debate that took place in the House of Commons on 

Tuesday last touched mainly on the Government of 

peeeueney Lane Elgin His Excellency Lord Elgin, and pence of all opi- 

alt Sikes nions spoke in most eulogistic terms of our present 

eee ae yen There is not the slightest doubt. that India 

passed through a erisis last year. Through this crucial period Lord Elgin stood 
firm and undaunted, and steered the ship of State with a masterly hand through - 

all the eddies that gurgled around it. ‘he praise now bestowed on him is well 

- merited, and we congratulate ourselves on having a Viceroy who can discharge 

his onerous and multifarious duties with credit both to himself and the country. 


con 226—3 


8 


§. The Times of India bas in the courys_of the last 

~ battle against the idea of employing Sikh soldiers for 

waaseee troops for Wei-Hai- garrisoning Wei-Hai-Wei. The very idea that India 
le 

Pn or that she should at every fresh call from England 

: denude its own regiments and give from them a num- 

ber of her best fighting men for service in such outlying portions of the Empire 

as Equatorial Africa or North-Eastern China, is, to say the least, absurd and 


irreconcilable to reason. The Times of India rightly points out that the growth 


of the feeling that Native troops might be sent to all places to do all sorts of 
unpleasant work, while British soldiers were carefully shielded in barracks, 
would be productive of discontent in the Native army, inefficiency in the Euro- 
pean regiments, and ultimately of serious injury to Imperial interests. We 
should like to see the authorities understand soon how serious, indeed, that 
injury is likely: to be. 


6. Mr. Mehta writes that His Excellency Lord Elgin wound up the debate 
on the clause regarding the restitution of conjugal 


of the last week done one more | 


Indian Spectator (4), 19th should do garrisoning duty for the Empire ‘at large, | 


Remarks on the allegation 
made by the Honourable Mr. 
Mehta that the amendment 
of the law regarding the 
restitution of conjugal rights 
was arbitrarily rejected by 
His Excellency Lord Elgin. 

Rast Goftar (115), 19th 
June, Eng. cols. 


rights with a few words which were significant enough 
to remind honourable members that they had no busi- 
ness to be restive and forget themselves. His Lord- 


ship concluded his remarks with the words, ‘“‘I shall 


certainly oppose the amendment,’’ and the fate of the 


amendment was sealed. It looks asif it were Mr. 


Mehta’s contention that His Lordship, who is respon- 


sible for the good government of the country, opposed 
the amendment out of sheer cussedness, since he did not desire that his predetermi- 
nation should in any way be thwarted. Was not, we ask, the opposition offered 
by the Viceroy due to the hue and cry raised by the people from all parts of 
India that the proposed innovation was one which would be deeply and keenly 
resented, and that, if introduced against the wishes of the people, it would 
alienate the sympathies of millions of orthodox Hindus? And yet the respon- 
sibility of rejecting the: amendment is sought to be thrown on a-Radical 
Viceroy, who would, for aught we know, as far as his personal wish and opinion 
are concerned, have passed the enactment with a single stroke of the pen. 
Mr. Mehta seems to forget that the Viceroy is not an irresponsible agent like 
himself. He hasto hold the scales of justice in his hand, and arbitrate between 
the mumblings and murmurings of the microscopic minority of the educated 
classes against the combined voice of the masses. : 


7. Though Dr. Leather, the Agricultural Chemist with the Government 
of India, has now left the country—the treasury 
Comments on the report which could afford krors for frontier expeditions 


of Dr. Leather, Agricultural 


Chemist with the Govern- 
ment of India, 
‘Champion (2), 19th June. 


being utterly unable to bear his modest salary,—he has 
left behind him a valuable and useful record of his 


five years’ labours, which is, indeed, as creditable as. 


thatof his able predecessor, Dr. Voelcker. Dr. Voelcker 


left his unfinished work to Dr. Leather, who, in his turn, has furnished the 


Government with another report, equally interesting and able. Thus almost 
all information on matters agricultural has been brought up to date, The 
Government is now in possession of unimpeachable facts on which to base those 
large measures of agrarian reform which have been so long pending. If the 
authorities fail to take thisin hand after the mass of information already col- 
lected, and lying ready for use in its bureau, it would be open to a grave derelic- 

tion of duty ; in fact, this is the highest duty it owes to itself and to the millions 
of the poorest classes of rayats who are steeped in misery and whose condition, 
it may be unhesitatingly observed, is undergoing steady deterioration. In 
that fine vein of optimism—delusive though it be—which unfortunately is 


characteristic, the Secretary of State for India eulogized the Viceroy and gave 


to understand that before he laid down the reins of his high office he would 
take in hand this all-absorbing question of agricultural reform. It remains to 


be seen what His Lordship is going -to accomplish in this direction. within the — 


next five months. We fear that the contemplated legislation would be dis- 


of. 
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oppo: ing. Dr. Leather’s final report treats of many-important matters, not 
the least of which is manure. The want of this necessary fertiliser is greatly 
deplored, as it has been deplored in the past by each and ‘every person who has 
given close attention to the phd of Endian soil. Poverty is the principal 
reason, The rayat is so poor that he has not the necessary wherewithal to buy 
fuel for his domestic consumption. He therefore utilizes cattle-manure in its 
place. Thus what should be properly returned to the soil is consumed for pur- 
poses the most unproductive. Though perfectly aware of the immense advan- 
tage of the use of the manure for his agricultural purposes, tie deliberately 
sacrifices it for his urgent domestic needs. This fact in itself is significant. It 
proves to demonstration his poverty. But there are not wanting crities who 
say that in this matter the rayat isimprovident. The statement is a sweep- 
ing allegation, founded on no data whatever, similar to the one about the rayat’s 
‘inordinate expenses on social ceremonies and marriages. They will not admit 
that the peasantry suffers from the unstatesmanlike policy for years pursued by 
them in matters of survey settlements and land revenuc; and since their policy 
must be pronounced to be wise, the poor peasant is accused of improvidence. 
These critics never seem to have examined for themselves this economic pheno- 
menon, namely, the burning of manyre. It is the want of necessary fuel which 
is at the root of the evil practice. That fuel which the rayat used to get before 
for almost nothing, being picked up from the forests, is now entirely beyond 
his reach. The oppressive forest rules and regulations are almost wholly to 
answer for this. We, under sophistical reasons of State, shut the produce of 
the forest against the poor peasant—-his immemorial privilege, enact the most 
oppressive and harsh laws which make him absolutely helpless, and then turn 
round and accuse him of improvidence because he has no means-_to buy fuel. 
This is the economic wisdom of our rulers, and we are asked to appreciate it as 
the acme of statesmanship. The rayatis not such a fool as to fail to understand 
his own interests. If he uses manure for purposes of fuel, it is in spite of 
himself, and not because he is improvident and perverse, as his shallow critics 
absurdly imagine. | 


8, Since the advent of the benign and merciful British rule in India, there 

have been six famines in the land, which have on the 

Famine mortality since the whole claimed 80 lakhs of victims from the poor and 

advent of the British rule helpless inhabitants of this degraded and poverty- 

a a eine ’ % stricken country. This figure represents only the 

Gurdkhi (44), 21st Jone. famine mortality and does not include the deaths 

: from other causes. We have thus on an average one 

lakh of victims for each year of the British rule. Can it not be easily inferred 

from this how much of India’s gold must have been wasted in the past, how 

much is being wasted now and how much will be wasted in the future? But 

who can dare say a word about it, through the dread of law? We donot know | 

what meritorious acts the whites performed in their previous lives so as to 
attain mastery over a golden land like India. 


9. The following is the summary of a few verses appearing in the Hindu 
Punch under the heading “ Description of a Famine.” 

Alleged horrors and hard- The King has thirty krors of rupees in the shape of 
i a ae ancy famine the Famine Insurance Fans spat he bs spallowed it 
Hi ol 14! a4 and says that there is no fund deposited with him at 
Sia a all. tt any one questions this statement, he is at once 
adjudged seditious and sent to jail. Though the crops 

fail and tha officers see the condition of the crops with their own eyes, they send — 
optimistic reports. How can people live under such circumstances? They have 
no staying power left in them and die fast. How can these (the present ralers P) 
be called true kings? Inthe month df Shrawan the famine issevere and there is 
a scarcity of water. Beggars die in heaps and even the highways are blocked. 
Then there is union (among poor) and plunder goeson. They are reckless 
through famine and dacoities take place everywhere. Though the subjects die, 
there is no prospect of relief works (being started). ‘Though hard work is 
exacted from the labourers, no one gets his wages. There is no knowing how 
many Banias incur losses by selling goods on credit. Thoneh the (hands) are 
blistered (by the hard nature of the task), the Muccadum finds some fault with 
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the workman and flogs him. The chief (overseer) looks at the spectacle and 
laughs. P nt women are delivered (in the relief camp), but work is exacted 
from them (all the same). The babes are scorched by the sun and die. No piece 
of cloth is seen to cover them. The bugle ge cease work) is blown after it is dark 
and the gangs are dispersed after taking the muster. How many poor persons 
are oppressed inthis manner! Poor souls, they breathe their last all of a sudden ! 
The Gates are thrown into the well. Even a stone will be melted to tears (after 
seeing the spectacle). Who can describe the hardship? The heart is rent 
asunder at the sight. . 


10. -The Famine report of the Bombay Government has just been issued. 
Mr. Monteath, who was entrusted with its preparation, 
- Comments on the famine has come to the conclusion that the peasants are in a 
report of the Bombay Gov- more prosperous condition than thcy were twenty 
Tan aaa vi ears ago, 7.¢e., during the famine of 1876-77. He 
Shri Saydji Vijaya (116), ¥ s J ; 
22nd June, Eng. cols, compares the area of lands thrown up and the remis- 
sions of rent which had to be granted immediately 
after that famine with similar statistics of the day, and thence argues that the 
staying power of the cultivator has congjderably improved. Of course, we 
cannot question his figures, but we onanntat the same time accept his conclu- 
sions. Although he conveniently forgets it, we cannot close our eyes to the 
fact that the difference from which he augurs so much is attributable mainly to 
the widely different famine policy of the present day from that of 1876-77. 
Millions of people were then allowed to die under tbe starving system of relief 
inaugurated by Sir John Strachey and Sir Richard Temple, under Lord Lytton’s 
guidance, which cared more for the Government money than for the lives of 
the people, whereas the relief operations on the last occasion saved human life 
at vast expense, It must also be remembered that the stringency of the rules 
for the collection of the revenue has sold (and is every year selling) out the 
rayats, whose lands have thus passed into the hands of the moneyed classes, who 
are both able to cultivate their fields with hired labour and pay in the assess- 
ment as it falls due. Viewed in this light Mr. Monteath’s theory as to the 
prosperity of the people falls to the ground. It will save much blundering and 
a good deal of mischief consequent on it, if the responsible and trusted officials 
paused to take in all the sides of a question before jumping to hasty conclusions, 
as Mr. Monteath has evidently done. We have always maintained, and do not 
hesitate to reiterate it, that the heavy and ever-increasing land tax has com- 
pletely destroyed the staying power of the rayats, and nothing short of a radical 
change in the land revenue system will effect their salvation from utter ruin 
now staring them in the face. | 


11. Forest and A’bkéri are the two departments of State which have for 
E the last twenty years filled the general public with 
4 ee on the report on indignation on account of the many harsh and oppres- 
e administration of the —. - , : 
Forest Department in the Sive regulations introduced by them respectively—all 
Bombay Presidency for wunder the blessed pretext of protecticn of revenue. 
1896-97, Cultivators spoil forests, and in the bargain despoil 
Pigg bees (112), 19th Government of its revenue—that was the pretext of 
Se ek ne! the Forest Department; and people illicitly distil 
liquor, was the cock-and-bull story of the A’bk41i Department, of which the most 
- conspicuous apostle was that terrible “ wolf of the mofussil,’’ the Honourable 
_ Sir Charles Pritchard, K.C.I.E. They talk of unrest, But how precious. little 
do they know whether it may not be principally attributable to the extremeiy 
unpopular method in which the Forest and A’bkéri Departments carry on their 
respective operations—operations which have in the past led to more than one 
popular outburst of pent up feeling and vexation? Butthis isa digression ; 
The Central circle’s report is reviewed by Mr. Woodburn, the Commissioner of 
the division. In two dozen lines, divided into seven paragraphs, that: official 
informs the Government of what he thought of the administration of the forests 
‘in his circle in 1896-97. As a sample of brevity it is much to be commended ; 
tk a model of the art of saying absolutely nothing, it is much to be admired 
g: > eon & eu 


nd ‘practised, We thought that the “commercial ” aspect of forest conservancy 
was only a subordinate matter, as impressed on all Administrations by the Indian 
Government three ye: 


ree years ago. But no; the Conservator of the Central Circle 


of 
can never tear himself away from his revenue, He. was. born only: for that 


| purpose and to him it was not at all distressful that thousands of human beings died 
af famine ; but it was certainly a matter of the greatest distress that his revenue 
All off! However, we are thankful that after raising that note Mr. Shuttle- 
worth immediately treats us to a picture of the sad condition of his circle, and 
we are indeed grateful to him, because we think his portraiture of the condition 
of the famine in the Deccan is faithful. ee Ga | 


12. The pra Ry the Indian Army has none too soon 
i promulgated an order in regard to the issuing of 
ca “athe ze eae arey to soldiers bound on shooting expedittoie.” It 
manderin-Chief in regard to be hoped that the passing of such a strict and 
to the granting of shooting peremptory order will have its desired effect. It can- 
tiga Goftar 15), 19th not be denied that cases of soldiers indiscriminately 
Jona, Bar. cols. Date shooting and murdering Natives are now of frequent 
occurrence, and the scandal has necessarily become a 

topic of hot and angry controversy in all the Indian papers. The cases are 
multiplying in all parts of India, and one of their worst features is that in nine 
cases out of ten the culprits escape the penalty of the law. If there is one 
thing more than another which in this country widens the breach between the 
rulers and the ruled, it is the open injustice done in cases where European 
soldiers are tried for murdering Natives on slight and frivolous pretences. 
The political agitators, who are always on the alert to abuse the Government, 
naturally make the most of these cases, and they never fail to insinuate that 
these murders, if they are not directly sanctioned by Government, are the result 
of their connivance, or their anxiety to protect their own countrymen from 
penalties to which they render themselves liable. There is no doubt that these 
cases have a decidedly prejudicial effect on the minds of the Natives, and the 
sooner, therefore, some means are adopted fo prevent their recurrence the better. 
for all parties concerned. 


13. We are glad that the Commander-in-Chief has issued stringent 
instructions to enforee the regulations as to shooting 
passes to non-commissioned officers and men strictly 
in the future. Henceforth, infringements of shooting 
regulations shall form subjects of enquiry before court-martials. If exemplary 
punishments are inflicted for them, it will not be long before one standing evil 
of the day will have been greatly minimized, Let us see how the new mandate 
works in practice. We hope we have not disappointment in store for us. 


Indian Spectator (4), 19th 
June. ; 


14. The Commander-in-Chief has issued a general order to military officers 

reniinding them of the Army Regulations, which make 

soldiers liable to severe punishment for shooting with- 

out a pass, to be deprived of the privilege of shooting 
during the remainder of their Indian service, and to be tried by court-martial for 

disobedience, The order now issued by the Commander-in-Chief is a little too 

late, But better late than never. We devoutly hope that in future there 
shall be fewer occasions for us to dwell upon this unpleasant topic. 


Gujurdit (106), 19th June, 
Eng. cols. 


15. Wesincerely trust that the spirit which runs through and actuates this 
document will guide the subordinate officers of the 
Champion (2), 19th June. a »myv in the performance of their duty. This question 
of the misuse, to use a polite pbrase, of the soldier’s gun had become a scandal 
of a grave and serious nature, and we are pleased beyond measure to see that 
the Government recognise the gravity of the situation. Still the question of - 
the .failure to do their duty on the part of European juries has not been 
touched, and perhaps the authorities could do somethiag which would lead to 
the prevention of miscarriages of justice which so often occur in cases of this 
kind. . ot | | 
16, There is nothing new in the orders recently promulgated by the Com- 
bai “mander-in-Chief regarding the issue of shooting 
_ Kesari (54), 21st June. ‘to soldiers, They are simply a reminder of old regula- 
‘tions on the subject. We do not see why the Commander-in-Chief should have 
con 226 4 
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“taken so long to realise that a few days’ confinement in the barracks or a ee 
of the privilege to go out shooting for a fow months is an inadequate penalty, and 
that poor Natives lose their lives through a lax enforcement of military regula- 
tions.: Anglo-Indians are quickly roused to the gravity of the deaths of a few 
Europeans by members of an éxcited Native mob and they at once begin to 
suggest drastic remedies to arrest thé evil. Why should not the deaths of 
Natives at the hands-of Europeans, who look down upon the Natives as if they 
—were.no better than dogs, excite similar feelings in their breasts? It is often 
_ said by way of reply that the Europeans in India constitute an insignificant 
minority, and that as the danger to the life or property of even a single: Euro- 
pean would bring the administration to a dead lock, it is the first duty of the 
rulers to take measures to remove that danger. Whether Natives cause injury 
to Europeans or vice versa, the reputation and stability of British rule are 
equally affected. Is it not then wonderful that only one of these evils should 
. attract attention very qui¢kly, while the other is delayed in redress ? The ques- - 
’ tion of the shooting passes which cropped up from Piper’s case may be said to 
have been tolerably well disposed of. ‘There is, however, another aspect of that 
case which does not seem:to have attracted the attention of the authorities suffi- 
_¢iently.. The stock complaint of the people is that in cases in which an Euro- 
pean causes the death of, or inflicts serious injuries upon, a Native, the aecused, 
though formally placed before a judicial] tribunal, is generally acquitted or 
receives such a light and ridiculous sentence as to be quite out of proportion to 
the gravity of his offence. Whether this is due to the partiality of the jury or the 
“connivance of the Judge, or whether it is the fault of the prosecution, we do not 
~eare to say. The people may err in their judgment in a stray case or two; but 
“when we find that the above is the universal belief of the people, we cannot 
take it to be mistaken. Mr. Alfred Webb says in his article contributed to the 
. British Friend that he does not know of any European being hanged in India 
‘for the murder of a Native. When there have been so many instances of the 
deaths of Natives at the hands of Europeans, is it not rather strange that the 
charge of murder should not be brought home to any of the accused? Does 
the conscience of our Anglo-Indian brethren tell them that all the accused in 
- such cases were innocent? We think that the reason why almost all the accused. 
are acquitted in such cases is to be sought in the notion that it is derogatory to 
the dignity of Anglo-Indian society that any one of its members should be 
adjudged a heinous offender. The grievance of the people in this matter will 
- be redressed by changitig the law bearing on the trial of European offenders and 
enacting that the European accused might be tried even before Native juries 
and Native Judges. When the modification in the old regulations about the 
- shooting passes took such a long time, it is difficult tosay how many years will 
elapse before the legislative change above indicated is brought about. 


17. The Karnaiak — fears a the new orders issued by the Com- 
ee ho a> mander-in-Chief’ relating to shooting passes will not 
ate ne re eee eee yn the evil against which 
Re ge in og _ they are aimed. The paper assigns the following 
reasons for its belief :—(1) Soldiers going out shooting with the necessary passes 

will have no fear of being tried by court-martial for man-slaughter. (2) The 
military tribunal cannot rise superior to party feeling in trying soldiers. 

(8) There is a great deal of difference between the fear which operates on a man 
: when he knows that he will be tried by a judicial tribunal and that which he 
feels when he is conscious that he is to be tried by his own superiors. 


18. It is well known that Government threw Mr. Tilak in jail under the 
ie | pretext of a press prosecution along with many other 
Se naie ae Dee with a view to sift to the bottom the alleged 

Tink’, elec, s~#political conspiracy at Poona. Government have now 
Poona Vaibhav (77), 23ra Openly declared through the Honourable Mr. Crowe 

June; Dnyd@n Sagar (41), that there is no trace to be found of sucha political 
_ 20th June. | conspiracy.. ,This declaration encourged many per- 
oT ee gong to hope that Government would release. Mr. Tilak. 
. People made all sorts of petitions and memorials to’ Government and even to 
_the Queen-Empress praying for Mr. Tilak’s release, but all these-went unheeded. 

If Mr. Tilak had been released on the Queen’s Birthday, as fervently hoped by 


People advised not to try 
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many; the populdrity.of Government would have been inimensely enhanced and 
the aet of elemency‘would have been-highly appreciated: - But now people do not 
set much’ Value‘on ‘the releasé‘of Mr. Tilak and his’ fellow-editors. They have 
already served the greater portion of their term of imprisonment in‘.jail. We 
therefore suggest to the people that they should give up‘all endeavours. to bring 
about their release. Why should they remain under the obligations of Govern- 
ment for a small favour? [The Dnydn Sdgar-is also of‘opinion that Mr. Tilak 
‘Should not be released, as it thinks that-his imprisonment:has accomplished the 
work which the Kesdi could do in tén:years and the Indian National Congress 
after a hundred: sessions. Mr. Tilak’s confinement in jail, adds the paper, has 
given the people a rare opportunity of seeing clearly through the kindness, 
liberality, generosity and many other kindred qualities of British statesmen. ] 


19. Seth Abdulla Mia Khandvani has come out successful in the pro- 
nea ceedings for libel which he had instituted (against the 


Recommendation to Gov- editor of the Sultan-wl-Akhbar) and the accused has 
ernment to re-appoin r. a2 eas 
Aadiie Wik Seakdeasl 6 been sent to jail. The charge of sedition brought 


Justice of the Peace. _ against Mr. Khandvani by his enemies has been dis- 
Muslim Herald (187), 20th proved before a judicial tribunal, and it was. proved 
June. in the case that he is a respectable man in his com- 


munity and a real well-wisher of Government. Last 
year Mr. Khandvani was, for reasons not known to the public, deprived by 
Government of the honour of a Justice of the Peace, which must now be re- 
stored to him. If Government do not do so it would not be unjust tosay that 
they have not done justice to the Muhammadans. Properly speaking Mr. 
Khandvani deserves some higher title, but for the present we request Govern- 
ment to restore to him hisJ.P.ship, Wesanguinely trust that His Excel- 
lency Lord Sandhurst will comply with our request. 


20. We-do not know why some of our Anglo-Indian contemporaries should. 

ae “~~ -fake so much delight in discovering sedition every- 
_ Remarks: on the. articles where. -Weconfess we cannot understand this morbid 
pagal —_ —— frame of mind. The Hnglishman picked upa few 
‘Englishman on alleged sedi-' ©Xttacts here and there: from ‘the- writings of the 
‘tious writings of the Amrit -Patrika and tried to manufacture a case of sedition 
Bazar. Patrika and the against our contemporary. <The attempt miserably 
Say “sa dad + (106). 19th J failed, as it deserved to do. The Pioneer, not to be 
payer ‘oom ™” left behind in this exciting game of ferreting out 
| sedition, has, we find, extended its kindly attentions 
to our vernacular columns. ‘The series of articles referred to by the Allahabad 
paper are a translation, more or less free, of the six masterly articles on the 
true aims and objects of the National Congress movement which that prince ot 
Indian journalists, the late Mr, Robert Knight, wrote in the Statesman a few 
years ago. They were reproduced last year in its columns, and circulated in 
January last as a supplement to the Kaiser-e-Hind and the Champion. They 
- weré read: by thousands at the time, but do not seem to have attracted the notice 
of sedition-hunters. It is not very creditable even: to the Pioneer to indict a 
contemporary on the strength of isolated and mistranslated passages. It isa 
pity that some of the Anglo-Indian papers should take up such an unworthy 
attitude of avowed hostility towards the Indian press and educated Natives. 
This attitude must strike every intelligent person as the more strange, since in 
their own columns are to be found views and sentiments stronger than those 
for which they come down upon Native papers. Has the amended Penal Code 
- to say nothing to this kind of journalism? | 


21. The editor of the Mahretta has succeeded in eliciting from Mr. Lamb, 
Ssh ke ~ District Magistrate and Collector of Poona, an autho- 
. Comments re Pg reasons titative statement of the reasons and: objects Govern- 
sant of the Press Committees ‘ment had in mind in empowering District Magistrates 
- as given out by Mr..Lamb, to establish Press-Cormmittees. The authoritative state- 
District Magistrate of Poona. “ment regarding the duties of-the Committee must set 
Gujardts (106),.19th-June, 54 vest needless fears and doubts which were enter- 
seahast tained in some quarters, though the functiots of the 
Committee are, in our opinion, still capable of more exaet definition. The Native 
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press is now to'be watched more closely than before. \ But does this mean that 
the grievances or complaints. which the Native papers might ventilate . will 
receive more prompt and’ careful attention? Or does it mean simply, that a 
stidng ¢xpression here and there will be taken notice of and its author taken. to 
task for it? In what sense a Press Committee is to be an intermediary between 
the District Magistrate and the press of his district is mot made. clear, The 
Press Committees might or might not grow imperceptibly into the | 
eensorship. The short experience which Poona has had is not. particularly 
encouraging. It would be intolerably inconvenient to be called upon to explain 
every second or third week this or that passage or article. Such a.system is 
certain to discourage honest expression of opinion and repress the growth of 
healthy and independent journalism. Unless due limits have been clearly 
transgressed or a Clear mis-statement has been made which needs contradiction 
in the interests of the public and Government, interference with the press must 

. . be avoided, if the authorities are really anxious fo obtain honest and straight- 
forward criticism. : 


22. We do not attach much importance to these Committees, for person- 
) ally we are inclined to think that the authorities are 
Champion (2), 19th June. = ,ather sick of press prosecutions. But there is one 
hrase in Mr. Lamb’s communication which bears an ominous meaning— 
which in the opinion of the Committee is deserving of the attention of the Dis- 
trict Magistrate ” ; yet in spite of this, we adhere to the opinion we have just 
expressed, and we advise our contemporaries to go on performing their duties 
in an honest, manly fashion, -There is one incident, however, which we do not 
like, and that is Mr. Lamb’s action in reference to the Mahrdtta. That journal 
has published a series of letters that have passed between its editor and Mr. 
taaah. and we must confess that the latter has not scored. It appears that with- 
in the last few weeks Mr. Lamb called the editor of the Mahrdtia to his office 
and he there cross-questioned him (the editor) in reference to various items that 
had appeared in his paper. We do not like this, It is un-English and not 
seemly. Fortunately, the editor of the Mahratia is a plucky man, and he 
bravely stood his ground, but we can understand that in many cases a journal- 
ist, when face to face with a Magistrate, would have been frightened into 
sycophancy, In the incident under notice this did not me and Mr. Lamb 
should advise those who have forced upon him an unpleasant duty of the 
folly of the whole proceeding. If we might advise the Government, we 
would suggest to them the advisability of forwarding explanatory memoranda 
to those papers which through want of knowledge publish incorrect informa- 
tion, and we believe that in every case the editor who is in fault will gladly 
publish the facts when properly explained to him, If he would not, and he 
erversely continued in his wrong doing—that is, if he wantonly played the 
foal—than the Government have plenty of power to make him feel the 
force of their displeasure. Surely, this should be sufficient for any Government. 
In any case, they had better drop these interviews between Magistrates and 
editors. We can promise them, it will only lead to rows, and we have had 
enough of rows for some time to come. 


23. The Dnydn Chakshu, our local contemporary, attributed spitefulness to 

: Government in not allowing Mr. Deshmukh to be the 

‘Remarks on the letter Collector of Karwar, but transferring him instead to 

) rae by — ‘a a Belgaum as Assistant Collector, and has been snubbed 
» Chakshu in connection with DY the District Magistrate for his remarks, which 
the latter’s remarks on the’ certainly were unfounded in a Certain sense. For, 
transfer of Mr. L.G. Desh- Mr. Lamb-has taken ‘the trouble to inform'our con-- 


mukh to Belgaum. temporary that Mr. Deshmukh had never risen above 
| —— (20), 20th June, 4h, grade of Assistant Collector, and that though he 


ation of Gove 


i a 
€.2 : 
f ~ 

te 


ector much jhis senior in service—a positi miliating 
hich would have fallen to him had he remained in Kérwér. After 
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this explanation from: Government. regarding the transfer of: Mr. Deshmukh 
one feels thankfal indeed for the consideration sliown to that gentleman’s 
fe but the very next paragraph of this memorable document gives it.asia 
fact that“ Mr. Deshmukh having been tried as an Acting Collector was found: 
wanting; and has no prospect of acting as a Collector again’! We should like 
to know whether in the face of this last-mentioned awful fact Mr. Deshmukh’s 
feelings would receive the same regard throughout his service. We should also 
like‘to know if the above recorded sentence has the authority of a resolution 
of Government on the subject, or whether it is only a personal conjecture of 


Mr. Lamb. 


24. The explanation : i i by oe Lamb in answer to the comments 
| of the Dnyadn Chakshu on the transfer of Mr. L. G. 
—— si wise wpadees Deshmukh to Belgaum shows what. smount. of in- 
genious sophistry and plausible reasoning Government resort to in order to 
hide their faults. Our Poona contemporary does not know much. about 
Mr. Deshmukh and therefore declines for the present to enter into further 
argument with Mr, Lamb on the subject. But. as we happen to be more in 
the ‘know’ on the subject we will place before Government the doubts suc- 
gested to us by Mr. Lamb’s letter and will be anxious to hear what they have 
to say tothem. Mr. Lambsays that as Mr. Deshmukh failed to give satisfaction 
to Government as Acting Collector of Sholapur he was made to revert to his 
original appointment as Assistant Collector. We fail to seein what manner 
Mr. Deshmukh failed to give satisfaction to Government. We understand that 
his two administration reports were favourably received by Government, and 
Government also recorded their satisfaction thereupon that no flaw was to be 
found in Mr. Deshmukh’s administration. With the people of Sholépur also 
Mr. Deshmukh was very popular, and his reversion from the acting appoint- 
ment was viewed by them with much regret at the time. They had even given 
expression to their disapproval of Mr. Deshmukh’s transfer in the address 
given to His Excellency the Governor at Shol4pur. The people, therefore, fail 
to see the justice of the transfer. - Mr. Deshmukh was, of course, guilty of the 
injustice of not nodding assent to what his subordinate, Mr. Thatcher, proposed. 
The people of Shola4pur know full well that this is the sole reason of the 
displeasure of Government with Mr. Deshmukh. They also. knew later. on 
that securing the favour of Government meant, in Mr. Deshmukh’s case, 
securing the favour of Mr. Thatcher. Mr. Deshmukh reported to Government 
the mistakes committed by Mr. Thatcher at the time of the Sholapur riots, but 
without making this report public Government, by a summary procedure, 
declared. Mr. Deshmukh incompetent and unfit. In fairness Government 
ought to make the grounds of their decision in the case public together with the 
explanations given by Messrs. Deshmukh and Thatcher respectively, So long 
as they do not do so, the public will not be satisfied that injustice was not done 
to Mr. Deshmukh inthe matter. For two years Mr. Deshmukh gave satisfaction 
both to the people and the Government, but all of a sudden Government side with 
Mr. Thatcher in the matter of the riots and declare Mr. Deshmukh unfit for his 
post. Mr. Lamb also says that Mr. Deshmukh, by his transfer to Belgaum, has 
been spared the humiliation of serving under ajunior. Government have indeed 
shown here a tender regard for Mr. Deshmukh’s feelings! Have they done so in 
the past? Have they never made him serve under a junior? Has not such a 
humiliation been inflicted on Mr. Deshmukh on several occasions before ? 
Mr. Lamb says in the third paragraph of his letter that Mr. Deshmukh 
having once failed to give satisfaction to Goverument as acting Collector, 
there is no probability of his being made a Collector again. Mr. Lamb 
- cannot have made this last assertion without the sanction of higher authority. 
It shows that Mr. Deshmukh’s claims will never be considered again, It 
is hardly becoming to the justice, liberality and impartiality of Government 
that they should permanently. block the future prospects of an officer for a 
oss gle mistake. This shows that Government do not require educated and 
‘spirited men of noble birth. On several occasions Government have shown 
their contempt and jeaiousy of such-men, .--- ee AVS te ery ty eepen” 
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25, Up to very recently we were under the impression that Poona was. 
"the only place in the presidency which had the dis. 
Publication of the resolu- tinction of having a Press Committee. Wein Ahmed- 


tion sanctioning the appoint- . ms : 
sk tl a Yenes Coches abad also are under official censorship. As far as our 


ad Alholldhiad Adéred. information goes, two Magistrates and the Government 
- Praja Bandhu (114), 19th Pleader form the Ahmedabad Committee. We earnest- 
June, Eng. cols. ly hope that this Committee will be a medium for 


. ‘ supplying official information to the outside world, 
We do not want much of censorizing, but what we want is better relations 
between the governors and the governed, and better and truer information, 
One thing in connection with the appointment of such a Committee we do not 
like, and that is the secret way of doing things. We should have liked to see 
the resolution sanctioning the appointment. It is not yet too late to be allowed 
the opportunity. 


~ 26. Of the many wonderful revolutions brought about in this country 
by British rule, the most striking is that by which the 
Alleged hardships of the lives of the people are left absolutely at the mercy of 


people in consequence of the even cruel and ambitious persons. This fact was 
absolute power given to the 


plague doctors. particularly brought to the notice of the people during 
Madhumakehika (61), 20th the time of plague. It is by no means the case that 
June. all those who have gained diplomas or certificates in 


medicine possess common sense or are fond of critical 
research. An examination is, in fact, a game of chance and affords no test 
of merit. Mere book learning does not make a successful doctor. The lives of 
the people may be entrusted by law to persons who have acquired medical certi- 
ficates ; the people may die needlessly on account of such an arrangement and 
the so-called doctors may acquire very great importance; still it is true that 
all such doctors combined will not equal a rural quack who knows but one 
specific against a particular disease. The doctors find the plague a subject of 
amusement. Some say it is contagious; others deny this statement and 
affirm that it is.air-borne. Some advise inoculation, while others recommend 
segregation in an open space. There is thus a hopeless diversity of views and - 
it is sad to contemplate that such childish and silly notions should find sup- 
port from Government and inflict untold misery on the poor and helpless 
people. Even under the rule of the disunited Marathas and the usurping 
Mogals, ministers and doctors wielded an extraordinary influence, but they 
were also threatened with loss of life in case they were unable to avert 
a crisis. Such is not ‘at all the case under the British rule. Certificates 
are conferred on men and these make them inordinately proud. It does 
not matter whether the men so honoured with certificates prove useful 
in times of crises or not. This does not of course apply to-the Military 
Department, in which the men are ordinarily treated with indulgence, though 
severely dealt with in case of dereliction of duty. We regret to find that 
such is not the case elsewhere. In this country doctors holding diplomas in 
medicine and wielding absolute and God-like power over the lives of the people 
are to be found in such profusion that there is one to every ten square 
miles. None of the whole lot knows a specific against the plague! Is this 
fact not worthy of consideration by the Supreme Government in this country ? 
Printed diplomas are granted every now and then. The opinion of the holders of 
such diplomas, however false and absurd it may be, is treated with unquestioned 
respect from the highest to the lowest. Is this not ridiculous? If doctors 
preserve health, the public health of the country must improve when we have 
a plethora of doctors. But our experience is quite the reverse. Where the 
number of the doctors has increased, the number of the patients is seen to 
increase also. If Government were to enquire into the matter they will also 
come to know that the inhabitants of places where there are no doctors and only 
household remediés are resorted to in cases of illness, live longer than those of 
places where the doctors aré very much in evidence. Our request to Govern- 
Ment, therefore, is that they should either show to the eee a doctor who has 
found out a true specific against the plague, or deliver them from the arbitrary 
tule of the cheap and ignorant medicos. Sei, Siac ae eee 
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.’ 27. The number of offences that ea being cee in the name of ) 
ae gee ear measures is indeed considerable. A majority of these 
ae Goh. ith Jane. offences relate to the human body, and a striking 
A ita 


d most regrettable fact in connection with them. 


is that they are committed by the very persons who are entrusted by 

Government. with the management of the plague. We read from the Kashi 
Vaibhav (of Benares) of the 9th instant that a police officer behaved most in- 

decently with a young girl of 12 in the village of Tuglook in the presence of 
her mother, under the pretext of medical (lit. plague) examination, The 

_ mother laid a complaint before a Magistrate against the police officer and the 

case seems to have been ultimately compounded. We do not know why such 

@ serious case should have ended so lightly. The reason must either be the 
want of evidence required in an English court or the hopelessness of getting 

true justice. If such offences are committed by plague officers at the houses 

of people, God only knows what ordeals must be awaiting persons detained in 

quarantine camps for ten days together with their women and children ! 


28, We wonder if the authorities are aware that a systematic obliteration 
Reggae ge en is going on in the town of the familiar circles and 
plague authorities to employ S¢Micireles in red which were painted by them on the 
a special agency to prevent Walls of houses to indicate deaths from plague or cases 
the removal ofthe remarks removed after detection. The ways adopted are in- 
— eae eee 4, 19th genious and varied in the extreme, Scratching and 
en (4), re-colouring the whole is, of course, the commonest 
method, and in some places it is so cleverly done that 
no one would be able to know that the ominous circles were ever there. At 
others, especially where there was a cluster of circles, too large to be amenable to 
mere scratching, the wholesome method of pulling down the painted portion of 
the wall and re-building it has been adopted, apparently without any check or 
hindrance from the authorities. The great reduction of the staff on plague 
duty has facilitated the process. But evidently great harm is being done by this 
process of obliteration of the only record we have of infected houses and locali- 
_ ties. The plague has distinctly shown its tendency to attack the same houses 
Over and over again when it recrudesces, and the success of efforts to nip in the 
bud or control the epidemic, if it recrudesces again, will greatly depend upon a 
close watch upon houses that have hitherto won the unenviable distinction of 
being the favourite homes of the epidemic and the centres of its spread and 
dissemination. The marks of distinction put on these houses are also warnings 
to seekers after lodgings, and should therefore not be allowed to be destroyed. We 
would suggest that a special agency be employed to register all these houses and 
to watch that the red circles on them are not destroyed. It would also be neces- 
sary to make it penal to obliterate them. A small fine would do as punish- 
ment. 


29. Some long while ago our readers may remember that we published a 
its si thal aac letter in which a serious charge was brought against 
of a European soldier for two English soldiers, who alleged they were engaged 
criminal assault ona Hindu On plague inspection work. That charge after a long 
woman while engaged on time has been proved, so far as one of the soldiers is 
Bootes inspection work in concerned, and he,a gunner named Richardson, om 
4 been sentenced to four months’ rigorous imprisonment. 
secon, A, Selle We have no wish to rake up old controversies, but 
we could use this case as an effective text, were we so minded—but let the dead 
bury the dead, and let us hope that those who were so wise and so violent a 
few short months ago have ere this learnt alesson. ‘I'‘hat all Indians are not liars, 
and all plague agitation is not due to “ political wire-pullers”’ and “ sedition- 
mongers,” is the lesson, we hope, has now been taught, never to be forgotten. 
80. Richardson’s apparent criminality of intent was proved to the hilt 
Sle and now he is sent to jail to atone his guilt. To 
one Ornien (16), 19th those officials who then protested too much in favour 
ao of soldiers’ innocence in such matters, there is ample 
testimon y in the above to show that all soldiers when left to themselves are 
‘neither saints nor angels. Complaints of this nature were considered worthless, 
‘but were they sifted to the bottom, as in this instance, in themalso a sediment 
oftruth would befoond vr 
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81. The Gurdbhe raters fo the same cisé ‘and sive that the gunners forcibly 
eee, : Divatal é root, and after shutting the door 

Ghiva’hhé (44), 18th Jane. ~ geaminad all parts of her body with a Wilda intent. 
The paper says that the rudenéss of Tomiiy Atiins will not be brought under 
control uiiless Governiient think of taking special measures, and that it, theréfore, 
féels bound to tecominiend to the authorities to strictly prevent soldiers from pass- 
ing through Hindu parts of the town. It hopes that Governmenthave realised at 
least now that to entrust soldiers with plague work is like handing over the 


keys of the treasury to thieves. | | 

32. The Akhbdr-e-Sodégar endorses the views of the Times of India and 
litiniih isviticel Wt $i its Théna correspondent about the detention and 
eengeks ‘coming to Bombay hardships which steamer passengers arriving in Bom- 
by coasting steamers on ac- bay after sunset are subjected to overnight on account 
count of their detentionover- of their medical examination not taking place till the 
~ night, " 199 following morning. The paper thinks the medical 
ey enegiaad agar (121), examination of the passengers to be unnecessary, but 
: _ says that if the authorities think otherwise, they 
should amend the rule which lays down that no medical examination should 
take place at the bunder after sunset. It adds that the rule entails no hardships 
on passengers arriving by big steamers from foreign ports, as there is every 
convenience to pass the night on board, but-that in the case of small ferry 
steamers it operates very harshly, both on the passengers and the proprietors of 

the steamers alike. | | 


33. There is now no fear oi the plague coming to Poona and we cannot 
understand why elaborate restrictions still continue to 

Plague preventive measures be imposed on the in-coming passengets at the local 
. = ges eny sega railway station at a considerable outlay to the muni- 
vexatious, spall exchequer. When similar restrictions have 
Dnydn Prakash (40), 28rd been done away with at Bombay, Kaly4n and several 


June. other places, we do not see why Government should 


plague expenditure to cease sucking the blood of civic finance? The plague 
authorities and other subordinates will, of course, never like that their services 


Remarks in connection ments in nearly all other places have been abandoned, 


with the detention camp at it would be difficult to understand why that heavy 


yw PO (20) ,20th June, burden need be borne by the municipality any longer. 


Eng. cols. But what makes the measures more meaningless is 
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The only question is whether the owner has got back his money or it has been 
Septoneee by thieves. We do not also know whether the accused were 
publicly brought to trial. We await an explanation of these points before we 
write further on the subject. Lae | 


36. The fear entertained by the public of wae that after the commence, 
| : ment of the rainy season there would be .a fresh out- 
at se hoony a ee break of the plague at Belgaum has proved too true 
Belgaum Sama'chér (26), atterall. Though doctors and the cantonment autho- 
Tae , une; Dhureen (39), rities differas to the real causes of the increased 
} cian number of deaths, there can be no doubt that the in- 
creased mortality is due to plague. |The Dhureen also says that the plague 
has broken out afresk at Belgaum after the commencement of the rains, and 
disapproves of the method of segregation adopted in the case of infected houses 
by placing a police guard over them. The paper suggests that a separate 
building should be hired for segregating the contacts, or that sheds should be 
erected for them in some open space, care being taken to ensure the protection 
of the inmates from wind and rain. | 


37. Acorrespondent from Sdtara writes :—Plague, we believe, has left the 

: city; but its terrors are. still left behind. A plague 

PF a Cperanons case was discovered at Machi about the 5th instant, 
Mahrétta (7), 19th June. | Which proved fatal. On the following evening near the 

; city post a municipal karkun was seen to fall down in a 
delirious condition. Dr. Byron was sext for, and he ordered the removal of the 
patient to the plague hospital in the ambulance cart, in spite of the remon- 
strances of the munieipal chairman, who happened to be on the spot, to the 
contrary. The doctor neither saw the necessity of taking the temperature of the 
patient, nor saw any harm in leading out the ambulance cart through the 
crowded bazar. He ordered the removal on the mere hypothesis that “ it 
might develope into a plague case.” Ultimately, however, Drs. Thomson and 
Robertson found it to be an ordinary fever case and discharged the patient after. 
two days’ detention. The matter has created immense panic in the city. Where | 
to go to inthe rains is the question everybody is asking of his neighbour, 
«There is no harm in removing an ordinary fever patient to the plague hospital.” | 
There may not be. But ignorant people have died, and do die, not only of 
plague, but of the very shock of removal to plague camps. Our only prayer 
is that Native lives and Native feelings may be rated at least at the value of 
ordinary human lives and feelings. The matter was represented to the Collector 
at the special general meeting of the municipal committee held on Thursday. 
The Collector assured the people that Dr. Byron had seen more of plague than 
even Drs. Thomson and Robertson, but he was somehow mistaken. The 
Collector has issued instructions to him. , 


38. We very much doubt whether the procedure, especially the hastiness 
| with which the inmates of a house are turned out and 
Plague operations at Hubli their house and belongings burnt tothe great distress 
caer): Patra (185), 20th of the inmates, when a death occurs in their lane, is 
aan poesia ‘econ ots fully known to Mr. Cappel, whose sympathetic mind, 
ogee ie | we are sure, would not allow such merciless treatment. 
‘The doubts of the people of Hubli as to the existence of the plague there are not 
satisfactorily cleared as yet. It is a matter of the greatest misfortune that 
' public opinion with regard to plague is treated with contempt and the opinion 
of the plague doctors is held supreme by the district authorities. Nobody knows 
the merits or demerits of these doctors. Still one can say with certainty from 
the experience of the last two years that there can be no comparison between 
these doctors and our experienced Civil Surgeons, and that their acquirements 
- must be very limited, with little orno experience. Not tospeak of the sufferings 
of our countrymen, is it not an unprecedented mismanagement in the adminis- 
tration of the British Government to commit thousands of ignorant people to the 
‘mercy of such raw. men even without the control of the Civil Surgeon in 
_-whose-districs they doduty?. . ES Oe ema 
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39, The extreme sultriness of the weather augurs well for the near 


bat aleaes thaso WAS ace’ tn the jonaie Mineiro 
Dh eont what about those who are in the jungle umerous 
ee ee ee families have moved across the vari on account of 
the plague, and if the monsoons do set in early, their troubles will be enhanced 
a hundredfold. To remedy against such inconveniences we would most strongly 
recommend that the people who have gone out into the jungle be allowed to 
réturn to their homes. It is hoped that their habitations have been thoroughly 
disinfected by this time, and we see no reason why they should not be permitted 
to occupy them again. [In another part a correspondent of the paper asks :— 
Is it fair that friends and relations who go into the hospitals to attend on a 
plague-stricken friend or brother should be ill-treated and assaulted by doctors, 
with or without reason ? | : 


40. Weare glad to find that the Plague Committee is prepared to exercise 
every possible despatch in the matter of the disinfec- 
tion of houses. Medical officers are requested to use 
their utmost endeavours to complete the disinfection of 
houses by the middle of next month. We are thankful tothe Committee for this 
concession to public opinion; but we venture to think that with sufficient 
promptitude and activity, the work of disinfection can be completed by the 
end of the current month. People are very much inconvenienced in the jungles 
and the sooner they are allowed to return to their houses the better it would 
be for them. We therefore think the Superintendents should be asked to look 
alive. 


41. There can be no doubt that Government have committed a mistake 

| in importing a Magistrate like Mr. Clements, the 

PP tos sg 1.C.S., as a present Sub-Divisional Magistrate of Jerruck, into a 
‘Pheenia (8) {ai Suns. town like Karachi. He could have played his pranks 
ae upon the ignorant rustics of the mofussil without 

attracting either praise or blame. But he himself has blundered in consenting 
to be posted in a place where he would be exposing himself to the fierce light 
of criticism, not only from the press but also from the bar and the public. 
Rudeness, while reprehensible in any other man, is ten times more so in a 
Magistrate or Judge. We are told Mr. Clements when fixing a date ina case 
addresses his Munshi thus: ‘Tell these fellows ’’ (meaning the lawyers appear- 
ing in the case and who are sitting there) “ to come again on such and such a day.” 
This speaks for itself. But this is only one of his incivilities which we need not 
set forth at length, but which we must hereafter, if we do not find him improve. 
This conduct of Mr, Clements we can attribute only to one of two things, viz., 
his not having seen polite society, or his having ruled with the rough rod 
somewhere far away in the jungles, with nobody to look on and te bring him 
to book. We are informed Mr. Clements had before him a case on Tuesday last 
fixed for 12 o’clock. The counsel for the accused attended at the appointed 
hour and waited for a couple of hours or more, but the Magistrate did not come 
into Court. The barrister had to attend another Court, and was obliged to leave, 
with a note that he had to go to Shikarpur the next day and that the hearing 
should be posted to some other day. Some time after the departure of the 
barrister Mr. Clements called out the case. He again had the hearing for the 
very next day, viz., Wednesday last, when the accused’s counsel had intimated 
he would be absent, and convicted and sentenced the accused. ‘Two lawyers of 


Karachi Chronicle (5), 19th 
June. 


~ standing, whom the accused went to engage on Wednesday, refused to appear 


for him because of the reported discourtesy of the Magistrate. Our readers can 
draw their own conclusions from these facts. Comment is needless. 


‘Remarks on the sppoint- 
iments made by Mr.-Aston; 
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ernment. for helping the. backward classes and raising their status, Even 
Brahmins ‘ought to be grateful for their gradual exclusion from Govern- 
ment service, which has proved to be the curse of their race, damped their 
enterprise and versatility, and impeded their progress. But as a matter of policy 
three principles should not be lost sight of: 1st, work must not be allowed to 
suffer on any account; 2nd, vested rights should not be overlooked ; 3rd, public 


money should not be recklessly wasted. Mr, Aston seems to have adhered to 


none of these, “Jew or Gentoo?” asked Mr. Aston, and the. answer was by 
itself sufficient to determine his choice. All his enquiricsin the office tended. 
invariably in this direction. In his anxiety to put a non-Brahmin in the much 
coveted district Nazir’s place, Mr. Aston had in vain to appeal to a young 
Parsi pleader of this place. Outsiders coming to a new department are sure to 
be inexperienced. They must begin at the proper step of the ladder. To 
bring them in on fancy pays forall places, high and low, while there are servants 
on the establishment toiling on on the merest pittances, with hopes of permanency 
or promotion, is to violate every one of these principles. But what are prin- 
ciples when sentiments are to be satisfied ? Is it not waste of public money to 
import raw young men as kaérkuns on Ks. 25 or Rs. 20, when men with 
experience of the work can be had for lower salaries? The matter looks in- 
significant, but the disappointment of candidates and low-paid karkuns in the 
matter of promotions, which are very small and come but rarely, can better be 
imagined. | 
43. Mr. Badrudin Abdulla Kur writes as follows to the Bombay Samdchdr 
regarding the action of the late Parsi Chief Constable 
A Muhammadan’s views at Bandora in dealing with the recent Muharram pro- 
oe aa aaa, (125), cession of that place :—None is more sorry than T am 
18th "Tae Akhba're Islam OF the lamentable death of the Parsi Chief Constable, 
(120), 20th June. but in justice to those arrested on a charge of compli- 
city in the riots at Bandora, and in order to prevent a 
ossible misunderstanding between the Parsi and the Muhammadan communities, 
i think it right to bring it to the notice of the public that the license granted 


to the processionists and signed by the deceased officer himself clearly states . 


that the processionists were to play music and to parade the Tabuts till 5 a.m, 
I cannot see, therefore, why the deceased officer should have unnecessarily asked 
the processionists to stop the procession at 1 a.m, In this he seems to have 
exceeded his authority and thereby interfered with a privilege enjoyed by the 
Muhammadans for several years in the past. [The Akhbdre Isldém also publishes 
the above letter. | 


44, The Karndtak Vaibhav and the Karndtak 


_ Correction of astatement 7}j#¢ write that their estimates of the damage caused 
in regard to the amount of 


-, the im the Guledgudd riot given in former issues (vide 

Graledgudd ' << (Bijapur paragraph 47 of weekly Report No. 23 of 1898) were 

District). wrong, and that the correct figure of the amount of 

Karnatak Vaibhav (174), damage caused is, according to the information 

(168) June; Karnatal Yri# supplied to them by the District Magistrate, Bijépur, 
: Rs. 22,386. 


Education. 


45, For ourselves we have more than once deprecated the illiberal 
eee tendencies of the rulers of the day, and we should, 
Remarks on the recent indeed, deplore the day when the State shall determin- 
resolution of the Bombay edly pursue a policy of enforcing political ‘“ confor 
Lote ie et ee eitttion,, Mity”? even in the educational institutions of the 
Indian Spectator (4), 19th and. One would have thought that the days of the 
June. J : Stuarts and of the Clarendon Code had gone away. 
But here we are, Soom | N see cee a wi the ea 

ministration of a Liberal Viceroy and a Liberal Governor the doctrine ‘has 
been ‘laid down that teachers eran if aided institutions ‘should not ‘be active 
politicians;and the State has claimed the right-of vetoing the establishment ‘of 
yew colleges though the Senate of the University consort to it, The political 


m of this course is.‘as apparent as is its lack ‘of moral justification, for 


os 
‘gm 


Pe etme FSR) | 
RPAS a 48s, 
Mike ae sie 


2 


we verily balieve that all this fussy interference would end i in a reaction, or at 
least create by provocation that very spirit of opposition—say “ ill-will ’—and 
smothered discontent which it would seem to the object of the moves of 
Government, in their legislative and executive — to repress and prevent 
from arising or: developing. 


46. In proportion as the attention of our people i is being (more and more) 
ae tho directed to the acquisition of learning, the Bombay 
ggested reform in the 
regulations of the Bombay University has set its heart upon making its curriculum 
University. more and moredifficult. Formerly there were only two 
Native Opinion (16), 23rd Arts examinations necessary for the B.A. degree ; now 
— there are four, and the period of the examinations like- 
wise is extended from three to four years. We do not here wish to complain 
i about these changes. Wt we, however, want to urge is that, considering the 
| ten pecuniary and intellectual burden on the shoulders of the undergraduates, our 
‘University should be prepared to extend some concessions to poor students. 
| The Calcutta University is indulgent in this respect, and allows, for instance, a 
candidate who has passed the entrance examination to appear for the higher 
University examinations without keeping any terms ata recognised College, 
provided he is employed asa teacher in an affiliated school or ina school 
receiving grants-in-aid. The Allahabad University has followed the example 
: of the Calcutta University. The Panjib University has gone further and 
iE allows a candidate who has passed the entrance test to appear for the Intermediate 
- Examination after two years without keeping any terms at a college. The 
Madras University also makes some similar concessions to its undergraduates. 
a Why should then the Bombay University alone lag behind the sister Univer- 
Hi sities ? Even the reforms suggested by the Honourable Mr, Ranade about the 
ie exemption of candidates from re-examination in subjects in which they have 
Hi . once obtained 45 per cent. marks are hanging fire, as Government seem to be 
opposed to the reforms. We request, under the circumstances, that at least the 
necessity for keeping terms should be done away with after the manner of the 
other Indian Universities. We trust the Honourable Mr. Justice Ranade will 
consider our suggestion and earn the gratitude of the student. world by cham- 
pioning their cause in the manner-we have suggested. 


_- 47. -We,can justify the denial by the present Government of political 
: : rights and privileges to the people, but we can hardly 


Remarks on the- condition Z : 
sihagel $6 have boon tapes justify the ban which our over-zealous officials are 


by the Director of Public going to place on books treating of political subjects. 
Instruction, Bombay, in mak- From a Belgaum paper, the Dhureen, we learn that 
ing pecuniary grants to the” the. Director of Public Instruction has been graciously 
By wengne. pleased tomake a grant of Rs, 300 annually to the 
ative Opinion (16), 19th Karidiek Gansh f 

June, Eng. cols. _ Karnatak Sangha, a society formed for the purpose 
of promoting the growth of Kanarese literature. We 

further learn thet this gracious award is coupled with a condition that thereshould 
not be a single book on a political subject among the publications of the society. 
Wehave no words to sufficiently condemn the attitude of our Minister of Education 
on the present occasion. Inthe Ahmednagar sedition case we have an unmistak- 
able indication of the bent of the mind of our Director of Public Instruction. 
In the above case Mr. Giles showed a keen sense of his duty by going so far as 
-to expel from the local high school a student for owning shares in a a printing 
concern which published some unpleasant things, and now this censor of our 
vernacular literature would like to purge the Kanarese literature of political 
writings. Government have from year to year extended their patronage to 
publication societies, but, so far as we are aware, Mr. Giles’ predecessors in 
office never imposed any such condition on the several societies which have 
- hitherto undertaken the work of publishing books in the vernaculars. The 
- doctrine that Mr. Giles is going to inculcate ‘seems to us to be monstrously 
absurd. - Has Mr. Giles duly considered the nature, scope and effect of the 
ation which he is making with the Karndtak Sangha? © Are the histories of 
| ifferent nations. on the surface of the earth and the: biogta hies of. great 
ha who have wielded the ‘destinies. of their countries: to be banished ;from 
ee: ~ diterature? ‘Should ‘not works. on ae: phlloegtbs: (political 


23. 


economy, d&e., be placed on the shelves of Kanarese libraries? Weare strongly 
ef opinion that the: principle which Mr, Giles is going to establish is harmful 
alike to the free growth of literature and to the reputation of a high educational. 
official, who should be above common prejudices ; and that therefore this silly 
condition should be revoked. If some of the people’s representatives in our 
Legislative Council were to interpellate the Government, we should see what 
views those that are high in authority hold in the matter. At. any rate we 
think there must be a strong agitation against the] way in which Mr. Giles is 
introducing his hobbies in the department of literature. We do not think that 
it would be advantageous to the Sangha to accept the munificent offer of Gov- 
ernment, coupled with the stipulation referred to above. 


48. We learn that the Commissioner in Sind has mentioned in his letter 
| to the members of the Dayaram Jethmal Sind College 
4 ey eke of — Board that the expense entailed by the transfer of that 
Hyderabad ctuenta the ex. OOllege to Hyderabad may be met by levying an extra 
pense entailed by thetransfer fee of Rs. 15 from the Hyderabad students. Any such 
Few = : . Sind College to oo ms om ee me _ = be unjust. 
Soe gig : en the College was brought down during the last 
ini. oa # (196), 18th Yuney Outbreak of the plague at. Karachi, the Hyderabad 
students had to pay fifteen rupees each over and above 
their usual fees; but then for that they had to thank themselves. The College 
was transferred at theirrequest. We doubt whether the authorities were justified 
in charging them an extra fee even then. But at any rate now there is not the 
shadow of a reason for doing so. We hope the members of the Board will raise 
a powerful protest against any extra fees being imposed on the Hyderabad 
students. If it was necessary to shift the College, the expenses should be paid 
from the College funds. Should the state of the College funds be so bad as not. 
to admit of an expenditure of a few hundred rupees, the burden should be shared 
by all the students and not {by the Hyderabadis only. If the transfer of the 
College ensures safety for the students, it does so for all the students, and not 


only for the Hyderabadis. 


49. We publish the following as it is sent to us:—Mr, Krishnaji Bhanji - 


Padval, assistant teacher in the Vengurla (Ratnégiri) 
Alleged injustice done toa municipal school, was fined one rupee for not having 


school-master at Vengurlain oot yp from his seat when some municipal commis. 
consequence of the arbitrary 


aoe. ae ee ene rupee was imposed because the amount of the first 
Sudhérak (20); 20thJune. fine wasnot paid in cash! Similarly when the teacher 
oS applied for four days’ casual leave onaccountof personal 
illness, leave without pay was granted to him, although eighteen days’ privilege 
leave was to his credit. Theteacher appealed to the Inspector of the Southern 
Division against the injustice done to him, and the matter having been officially 
referred to the Collector of. Ratndgiri, the latter ordered the municipality to 
refund the fine and to convert the four days’ leave without pay into casual leave. 


But the municipality is obstinate and has not yet repaired the wrong done to the — 


teacher. It is very undesirable that the municipalities, which are subject 
to Government regulations, should commit ijustice in defiance of those 
regulations and that Government should connive at such action. Public 
education at Vengurla will receive a heavy blow if such municipal vagaries are 
tolerated by Government. It is to be ho that the Director of Public 
Instruction will enquire into the matter and that the wrong done to the teacher 
will be repaired. 

| | | Municipalities, 

50, ‘The last meeting of the Bombay Corporation was worthy of that body, 
op ee ee ear, and we are glad to notice that at last our cit 
‘Bombay Municipal Corpora- fathers have thought. fit to tell the Government ‘that 
tion and the new organization the plague policy hitherto. pursued has been a. mis- 
sn: stig the ‘plage take. ‘To outsiders it has Pon a Ry -ord for Rey oon 
"Champion (2),19th Jane. ment why the Corporation, allowed itself to be .over- 


f 
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sioners visited the schooi. An additional fine of one © 


p 
Pee BI NE ET LN eet Aa ta z eet ne - . ’ . - - - - ae om Oe ceenewes nan. Sepp RERNIaN nM nen eR 
ne aeomseenien Ps ee Brn —anmeets 
0 
- 
At ee Si Satie Neco - , z . i (Cored, SSeS Ie Coe eo £ 
5 ein take vs ™ . = 5 Wea ten BBS : . ‘ : MPa ae z bs. oe on tas m ‘ : “ $s os ews 2g ng : : y pas be Sai ey 

eB Sree do eee OO EE IS eS a Pe etn eae VaR SEES Rea Tm yy 08 SO ee oe a EEDA MAA eT ae EE ae RO IONS BV GNOR RE a ‘ ‘ * wa Pe ee eee ERE oe eS fur Se Ses 3 wea : ie icataietat 

~ 3 rE as. is nr tet be fs Et E AG AI, . : . > 5 p 4 1 pais: “ 2 . _ —— VANE ES ny on 

66 FES sit Pad . oo aw OTe, AMA Oe eC Tne ee ore OE: 3 AP es, ee - . es 


GA acl LBA 2 


‘ = oe Toe . 
" , “ 4 it os : rae 
; pape ate eS ee eee a ~~ wer pe ircagie i) = Rn eee aetna BENG s Sis. 
ee Beer se ‘ : ; ‘ ‘ 
Ae a AN Ne Pt Se ts TRIO TDL LOL ID LIE LT LO OP I LO I Me wore 39 digs nas samen POE AEBe nies we * 7 oe or 
Z . Se w - - PRS aw ’ y ve pone =e a: iat tee a eral b Be mbes ga tn oii dopiee 2 eins ne aly He peas Pte ee ee . hoe 
ee -. ” TontAS ee enw 7 P alt Sites . eK ; 5 a Sin cast EEN re oe < ee . > Oe greg see errs ra a o> Bite eat ton a : Md psa 

ee ea . 2 atk . i Pat oF ee ee ae ee pis Ban ae me cia ies aed, ES ES OY PE, i ae 


N° AL ple CPA, et Me 


Pr oR oe apres 


_a system of drainage. 
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one was in a panic, and it wad felt that the’ plague ought to be fought by a 
more facile organisation than that afforded by the Si cipality. That; we 
know, is the excuse of our city fathers and we shall accept it; but’ experience 
teaches, and the creature of the Government—the Plague Committee of famous 
memory—has proved the most ghastly failure it were possible to imagine. 
Under this circumstance we should have thought that His Excellency Lord 
Sandhurst would have been careful before he called into existence another 
such institution. But His Lordship seems to forget everything and to learn 
nothing. As Mr. Mehta puts it, His Excellency has now created another 
body, which is even worse than its predecessor, and which, Mr. Mehta states, is 
absolutely illegal in its formation, It will be interesting to know what Lord 
Sandhurst has to say in reply to the practically unanimous resolution of the 
Corporation, which in effect tells him to leave the Corporation to do its proper 
work and not to perpetrate another Governmental blunder. As to the matter of 
meeting plague expenditure, the Corporation is quite right in the course it has 
pursued. It is a grave matter to increase taxation, and, we are told, illegal to 
do so just now. ‘This being so, the correct course is a loan. | 


51. In the first place, if goes without saying that in the hands of the Poona 

) _ Municipality the expenditure would have been far 

Plague expenditure at Jessthan 5 lakhs; but even supposing it would not 

wi and the local munici- have been less, the municipality would have paid it 

Mehra’ tle (7), 19th June.  Cheerfully, at least for the satisfaction of having spent 
, e: : * . . 

the money with its own hand and thus having learnt 

an instructive lesson in plague administration. Butin the present instance 

the local municipality has neither the benefit of economy nor the pleasure 


and experience of its extravagance. Here was a body clothed in the garb of 


self-covernment, but suspended practically when the time for action came and 


reinstated only at the time of reckoning to pay off the bill. Of course the case 
of the Poona Municipality was only one among many. But the whole thing 
was an astounding feat of legalising injustice that Government so far achieved. 
The Epidemic Diseases Act was a pattern of perfect legislation that way. Some 
of the executive authorities even outdid the legislators, and showed completely 
the hollowness of the boasted. local self-government in India. The Epidemic 
Diseases Act was completely against the spirit of the Act which gave local self- 
government to India. . : 


62. The Dhulia Municipality spent 3 lakhs of rupees on the water- 
a -, supply of the town; but the water that is supplied | 

_ Complaint regarding the through the pipes of late is very impure and contains 
supply of impure drinking Jong thin red worms, visible even to the naked eye. 

water at Dhulia and a request P f atentl of tha aitent of th 

to the local municipality. eople are much afraid of the effect of these worms 
Khéndesh Vaibhav - (56), on the public health. The municipality should, 
17th June. : - therefore, lose no time in forwarding a sample of the 
pat di, water to the Sanitary Commissioner (for inspection 
and analysis) and obtain his opinion thereon.. The municipality should also 
make arrangements to have the water filtered before it is supplied to the 
inhabitants. The supply of drinking water to the town through pipes should 
have been followed by a proper system of drainage. ‘The want of drainage 
adds: to the insanitary condition of the town. We hope our municipality will 
dévote its early attention to the removal of these two wants, viz., filters and 


58. The appointment of a president for the Vengurla Municipality should 
Delay ree slat ; eye hean: made pefore mi Ist m0 a ag no one 
Sag eing appointed to the office up is time all munici- 

Meckefoality ee | wt “tia ie is at a standstill and the servants of the 
venience suffered by munici- municipality as well as the school-masters have not 
pal employés on that account. receiver their salaries for the months of March and 
a. “They have been put ‘to great inconvenience 


a 


guest Government to expedite the 


wality 80’a8 to remove the inconveéni- 


articularly those getting only six ot 


54, . Complaints have been. loud pod constant that, the conservancy arrange- 
Conservancy’ derangements Mente. for K lie are, woefully, neglected. Though 
in the city of Karachi said to people are now-a-days living in the jungles, they have 
be in a woeful plight, to come daily to their houses in the city and to use the - 
; Kore cht Chrontcle (5),19th water-closets very often. But the sweepers having 
<) ae i Boa G made themselves scarce these water-closets are not 
cleansed, and the result is that the smells assailing the olfactory nerves of those 
who have occasion to. repair to these houses are intolerable, to say the least. 
What has become of the sweepers, we wonder. We draw the attention of the 
municipality to the matter in the hope that the nuisance complained of would 
be speedily removed. e 


Native States. 


55. The Gurdkhi draws attention to the alleged misdeeds and inicuities of 
dilis uae a ei the Maharaja Holkar, and observes that unless the 
Highness the Maharaja Hol. Paramount power, which makes a boast of its wisdom, 
kar and a request to the takes measures in time to puta stop to them, there 
Government to interfere is no knowing what terrible excesses would be com- 
before it is too late. mitted by the oppressed and persecuted subjecis of 
_Gurakhi (44), 21st June, Aig Hichness. The paper calls upon a correspondent, 
who is vaguely alluding to the cruelties and vagaries of the Maharaja in the 
columns of the Dnydén Prakdsh, to throw off his veil of anonymity and to refer 
directly to the improper acts of His Highness the Holkar without undue fear. 


56. We have nothing to say against the action of the Baroda State 
authorities against the villagers of Pilvai or the deten- 
Some points of enquiry in tion of Gambhirsingji and other rioters as State 


<maai:taeates the Pilvai prisoners without a formal trial, if the authorities 
Shri Saya’ji Vijaya (116), choose to adopt that course; but we are curious to _ 


22nd June. know whether the village caught fire owing to the 
firing of the guns or through some other cause. 


~ Comments on the imposi- 

_ tion of the income-tax in the 
Baroda State. eae 

Baroda Vatsal (192), 19th 


June, 


people to pay 
administration. 
announcing the 
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persons wh 
however, exempted 


26 
through several calamities, and it is unfair to saddle such an yo tax upon 
them. Moreover, why should State servants alone be exempted, while others are 
to be made to pay the tax? The minor taxes were not so heavy, nor were they 
levied on all alike. : 


58, There seems to prevail great mismanagement in the Kathiawdr Poli- 
c _. . tical Ageney, and the Agency officers are said to 
aoe ative aith iar encourage some Chiefs in their arbitrary conduct 
net taking notice of the ‘towards their Bhayats, subjects, &v. The result of 
alleged mismanagement pre- this state of things is that some young persons take to 
vailing in some of the Native outlawry and begin to oppress the poor, while others 
me her es Agency; , declare their preference of the administration of the 
(144) Doth Junc.  ._-Mogal emperors to that of the British. The misman- 
: agement prevailing in Morvi, Sayla, Wadhwan and 
several other States being connived at, the Chiefs of those States are encouraged 
in committing serious offences. Wecannot understand why no notice is taken of 
the conduct of these Chiefs when the late Malhar Rao of Baroda, the ex-Rana 
of Porbandar, the ex-Maharaja of Jhallawar and the ex-Maharaja of Nandod 
were deposed and deprived of their powers, ak 


Intelligence extracted from the Press. 


59. Notwithstanding the stateof unrest prevailing throughout the coun- 
try, one happy feature of the “present times is the 

Alleged existence of friend- amicable and friendly disposition which has sprung 
ly disposition between Hin- yy between the Hindu and the Muhammadan com- 


dus and Muhammadans in 


India. munities in the land. They do not now, as formerly, 
Shri Saya’ji Vijaya (116), fly into rage at the appearance of the least annoying 
: 2nd June, Eng. cols. or suspicious circumstance. Sad experience has 


shown them that: there is a third party in the case, 
which has made it its business to foment the quarrels between the two commu- 
nities, which ought to live on the best of terms, as rowing in the same hoat. A 
notable instance of this mischief-making propensity lately occurred at Benares. 
One morning the Hindus were scandalised to find their favourite Brahmanical 
bull lying covered with bleeding wounds in the temple of the greatest sanctity. 
But fortunately, instead of at once devising measures of retaliation on the 
Muhammadans, whom alone they could suspect, they endeavoured to find 
out the truth, and discovered that all the mosques in the city were at the same 
time defiled with bits of pig flesh, This convinced them as well as the Muham- 
madans that some one not belonging to their own numbers was at the bottom 
of the mischief, and straightway they shook hands with each other and pro- 
ceeded to purify the buildings according to usual rites. Whatever the cause of it, 
there is no doubt that a better understanding is steadily growing between these 
two communities, and the country has reason to be grateful for it. 


60. During the last ten days two dacoities have been committed near 
: Manjhu. Qn theday of Muharram a band of Khosae 
Two cases of dacoity near went to Unarpur. While out on a promenade in the 


ee _. Village they saw sweets in the shop of Satramdas and 
Bog dy oe eae Lalomal and sought forcibly to remove them from it. 


__ he shopkeepers resisted, and the dacoits belaboured 
them with cudgels with which they had gone armed. Lalomal and Satramdas 
got both wounded, the former somewhat seriously. The police, it is said, 
juietly looked on, and the dacoits helped themselves to the sweets and fled away. 

n Friday last again another dacoity took place at Akri-jo-Goth. In this case 
the daccits entered the house of Harumal and Motiram, and fired at Harumal, 
who fell dead. Motiram was shot in one of his arms and wounded with a sword. 
The dacoits took possession of some Property ‘and fled. Information of the 
incident was at sent 1o, the authorities, They have now begun their 
investigations, We wish their labours will soon be crowned with success, It 

Should be recurring so often. 
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61. We understand that on or about Sunday last a Miana dacoit named 

; _ Asa Teja, who was engaged in the Wawania mail 

P Saperd of 6 hr ge dacoity, was reported to have arrived at Manatoda 

conn Tewt Times (% (Jémnagar), The man having been recognised as 4 

notified character, the villagers communicated the 

news of his arrival to the authorities at Jimnagar. Before they could arrive, 

however, an attempt was made to secure him and a scuffle ensued between 

the villagers and the dacoit, with the result that Asa succumbed to the 

wounds he received in the affray. On the part of the villagers a few were 

ray vi injured. We are also told that the body of the dacoit was carried away 
to Malia by some of his acquaintance and buried there, 


Alleged withdrawal of Governmont 62. Weunderstand that sanction for 
sanction to the prosecution of Mr. Bose, the prosecution of Mr. Bose, late editor of 


late editor of the Phania. - the Phemz, has been withdrawn by Gov- 
Kara‘chs Chronicle (5), 19th June. ernment. 


B, V. JOSHI, 


Acting Reporter on the Native Press. 


Office of the Reporter on the Native Press, 
New Secretartat, Bombay, 28th June 1898. 
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38 » Dharwar Vritt ... ‘a ve eee| Dharwar ...| Weekly .. ee 750 
$y , Dhureen ... — os oe eee eee oe ee 500 
40 , Dnydan Prakash ... és eee eee] Poona oo Pe ese} §=6. Do i 1,0C0 
41 » Dnydn Sagar se oo co coef Kolhdpur oo a ae. sal 290 
42 | » Ganga Lahari _... a a ...| Nasik ... 0 of a0. ee 200 « 
oS). ree. ls le ll le ee ve 1,200 
44 » Gurdkhi ... ven a .- wk se ee} Daily o 4,000 
45 » Hindu Punch .. ase 0° ...| Chana... aes ooo) Weekly ... oe 600 
46 » dagadddarsh — ws Pa ove ...| Ahmednagar .. “Sie ‘a 300 
47 | ,, Jagad-hitechchhu ao es ern le ee 4,500 
48 | ,, Jagatsamdchir .. 0 . « eee ee ee ee 600 
49 | ,, Kal sige a ee BE OOM! Ge ' Rr cemeear 1,203 
50 » K&lid4s ... _ om aie soo] Dhérwér_ ._.... oe eo je 250 
51 99 Kalpataru.. os eee oe eee Sholapur eee . Do. ee ove 375 
52 » Karmanuk vee oo ee ose]. POONAs.. omnes eo: « mae 2,500 
53 » Keral Kokil | -. ao go ---| Bombay - ca .... Monthly., ies 2,000 
64 9 Kesari BA ee eee Poona... ee ee Weekly eee eee 8,000 
55 , Khdndesh Chitragupta .. ‘as vee], Dhulia ve oe ee: eee sa 125 
66. | ,, Khdndesh Vaibhav... +» = oa Do. Wi ae, Ss 370 
87 “ Khara Prakar _ ite eee ~~ eee Bombay ees eee Monthly ee eee 2,000 
58 | ,, KumthaVritt .. .... ++ «| Kumta eco — ove. Weekly toe 200 
69 » Lokaseva.., co a ove] NAsik ... ove at eee exe 325 
60 , Madatwis... “ - | Ratnagiri  .. «| Do .. ase 200 
61 | ,, Madhu Makshika se vo = eee} Belgaum ove a ae. eek ps ~— 600 
e 199 Madhu Vritt eee ee eee eee Wai eee : oe eee Do. eee vee 125 
ty €3 |} i» Maharashtra Mitra _ eee pee Satara coe 41, 00 eee Do ° “ye , 256 
4 ey Mabérashtra — sy 901 ene es Do.. eos » eee 000, Do. eee be 5C 


4 
Names ef Newspapers, Place of Publication. dition. Gentes tunes. 
| . 
Mara'THI—continued, 

| ; 

The Mitroda & eee eee dade eee Satara... eee eco Weekly eee ees 150 
9 Moda ritt ese eee eee eee Wai eee vee ees Do. oes alent 1,200 
” Mumbai Vaibhav eee eee eee Bombay vee eee Daily eee 7" 1,300 
9 Nagar Samfchér... eee @se eee Ahme cee cee Weekly eee bee 150 
99 Nasik Vaibhav eee eee eoe eee Nasik eee eee — Do. rises sath 300 
99 Nasik Vritt eee eee eee eee Do. eee ooo oe Do. eos eee 300 
9 Nipani Vaibhav eee eee eee ee Nipani. ° os eee Do. eee eee 84 
9) Nydya Sindhu eee eee eee eee eee ee Do. ees ee 300 
9 Panchénan ees eee aoe ee | Karad eee eee eee Do. eee eee 170 
oF) Pandhari Bhushan ee eee ee Pandharpur 260 ee Do. sve eee 225 
» Pandhari Mitré... 4. 0 we Do, ve oe} DO ue aes 250 
" Pen Samachai cain eee eee oes Pen re eee 200 Do. ans Pry) 125 
5 EOORR VERDDAY ».. sex ss uae =. «es EOODA, ae ee ave 975 
» Prabodh Chandrika ... = ows ..| Jalgaon se . ee. ee ee 40 
99 Prabodh Ratna eee eee eee 600 Barsi eco eee ees Do. ee eee 140 
» Pratod ... eve ,oe eee .»-| Lsl4mpur vee - ee sve 300 

‘ 99 Raghav Bhushan eee eee ee Yeola eee e008 eee Do. ee see 200 
99 Satya Shodhak eee eee eee Ratndégiri eee ees Do. tee eee6e 600 
9 Satyavakta eee eee eee eee Vengurla 200 eee Do. eee ene 2765 
9 Shikshak . oée eee eee eee Chikodi eee eon Do. cee ee 225 
9 Sholapur eS ee ee 08 375 
9 Shubh Suchak see eee eee eee Satara .. eee eos Do. eee eee 250 
9 Sudarshan ese e000 een eee Ahmednagar eee eee Do. eee 350 
9 Sudhakar ese eee eee eee en eee ee0 eee Do. eee ee 300 
5» Sumant ... ses ‘i sis veo} Karad ... ae ool a ee ‘en 200 
9 Tukér4m eee eee eee eee es Ahmednagar eee 00 Do. eee eee 100 
9 Vartadarsha eee eee eee oo} MAlvan ‘e00 eee Do. TY 200 
en om a ee ee 750 
9 Virténidhi eee eee Ty) és Poona .. eee ee Weekly ove Ty) 2,000 
9» Watandar... eas cee wie wil Bijdpur a me tes hoe 250 
»» Vengurla — aes | Vengurla ss. . oe ee 110 
99 Vidya Vilds eee eee ze eee Kolhapur eee eee Do. eee eee 600 
ys Vikshipta eee eee ee8 eee eee Bombay eee eee Do. eee ece 1,800 
»» Virashaivamata Prakash ‘an sas Akalkot io lr ee ee ee 100 
» Vividh Dny4n = ae a ..| Bombay —— 550 
9 Vrittas4ér . eee eee eee Wai eee eee eee Weekly eee ee 400 
9 Vritt Sindhu eee eco eee eee Karwar... eee ee Do. eee eee eee 
"5 Vritt Sudha eon eee eee ee Satara eee eee eee Do. eee eee 110 
- Tn so la a ee ee Cl ee ee a 500 

ANGLO-GUJARA’TI. 

The Broach Sam4chfr eee ose soso] ORCh oe ooo] Weekly ... ae 550 
» Deshabhakta ... ae are «| Baroda ane wd Dk Me ase one 
9 Gujarati eco ese eee eee eee Bombay eoe eee Do. eee eee 3,000 
sp SO cs a oa] SUPA «0.3 a a 700 
99 Gujarat Sat aa neces eee eee eee Do. eee eee Do. eee eee 300 
9 Hindi Pune Tr eee oe Bombay 000 eee Do. ° eee 525 
” Hindusth4n eee aden eee ne Do. eee eee Do. e coe 950 
»» Independent wi Ve a a ove an ee 500 
99 Kaiser-e-Hind eee eee eee eee Do. eco eee Do. eee 2,700 
» Kathidwdr News... ‘as ‘ns .».| Rajkot... i ae Bi-weekly see 400 
» Praja Bandhu _4., ae nd .... Ahmedabad ... vo! Weekly ... as oo 
9 Rast Goftaér eee eee oe oT Bombay see ee Do. eee ee 1,700 
»» Shri Sayéji bh lal ve cas ...| Baroda oe veal ee sod 2,000 
5» sury& Prakash ae ne ...| Surat a A oe ee on 5008 . 

GUJARA'TI, 

The Ahmedabad ae. nee as ...| Ahmedabad ..,. oe} Weekly ... i 250 
9» Ajab ie sone veo wee nef Surat oe = ose = see] Monthly... 1,200 
», Akhbér-e-Islam .... a a ...| Bombay ao »oo| Daily wise 1,600 
99 Akhbére Sodagar see eee eee Do. Ty) eee Do. yy) eee 1,200 
99 Araj jadar eee she ane eee Baroda... eee eo-| Weekl sai 500 
» A’ ry Dharm Prakésh one ceed evo) BOMDAY ve eve] Month Yon iad 425 
» Bhim Sen ... a eit eee: ee | oe 1,200 
” Bombay Saméchér ee exe eee Do. oe «| Do. eee eee 3,100 
» Broach Mitra ... = Se »-»| Broach “ oool Weekly: ska 100 
99 Buddhi Prak&sh eee ee eee eee Ahmedabad eee eee Month y.. een eee 900 
» Cambay Gazette ... om oes .+»| Cambay see eck EPs be. skes ‘110 
39 Chandra — eon ‘ eee eee ee? Surat eee eee ee Do. eoe wae 350 
» Chhatrapati see) Dongen oc ogey ha eT ek ee oe 
93. Deshi itra eee ees PYT see} Surat eee eee eee De. eee ese 900 
$9 Mani see eee eee eee Broach... eee aoe Do-. eee 125 

= Dnyén Sudha oce eoe eee exe Ahmedabad eee eee Fee eee eee 200 
” Dny4éa Vardhak see eee ece eee Bombay eee eee Do. eee eee 450 
93 Aye _ #00 " Gee eee oe eee Do. see eee Do. eee eee 500 . 

Gap Pp eee eee ee eee eee Do. eee vee Fortnightly eee 300 
sd 


f oat” 


— - 


Names of Newspapers. - 


_ Place of Publication, | 


Edition. 


GusaRa’TI—oontinued, 


Bombay 


187 The Gul Afshén eee eee eee eee eee eee Monthly . eae 500 
188 », Hitechchhu ee site es .«o| Ahmedabad ... coo] Weekly ... nee 500 
139 99 J&m-e-Jamshed eee eee eee eee Bombay ee eve Daily eee eee 2,600 
140 99 Jan 1 eee tee eee eee eee Godhra eo0 eee Weekly eee eee 293 
141 | ,, Kachha Samdchér soo cee neo OUR ee, ceed, DD, wena 500 
142 ,», Kaira Khetiwddi Patri... ...  ...| Nadidd ie »e6| Monthly .., ie 830 
143 | ,, Kaira Vartamin... ... ... «| Kaira | 6 ‘ 75 
144 | ,, K&thidwddno Himdyati... ...  ...| Ahmedabad ... coe eS 400 
145 ~ 99 Kathidwar Krishi s eee eee e660 0. eee ese Tri-monthl eee 200 
146 29 Kiathiawar Times eee eee oe TY Rajkot 00 eee Bi-weekly eee. 450 
147 9 Kelavni eee eee eee eee Baroda e eee Monthly eee eee 800 
148 | ,, KhojaSamfchér... ...  «. «| Bombay ..| Weekly... ‘i “a 

149 9 Nure Elam ece ‘ee eee eee Do. os eee Monthly eee ese 300 
150 » Nydyadarshak +  . o« «| Ahmedabad ... _ ...| Fortnightly - 250 
151: | ,, Praja Mitra We oN » soe | Kardchi ‘a 0° Bi-weekly ia 350 
ee eee ee coc WECKLY 45. cee 800 


a ee _— . 
Samsher Bahédur we oe ‘ei 
Satyavakta eee eee eee eee 


a ee pi eee 


157 | ,, Stri Mitra “a- e e si Do... j 500 
TOS | 4, BURMR ARBRE uc ee ee | heat MEME | Weekly .. 0 800 
159 ” Svadesh Bandhu eee eee eee eee Mahudha ee8 » Do. ee eoe 250 
160 | ,, Udichya Hitechchhu Patri ...  ...,) Ahmedabad ...  ...| Monthly... _,., 600 
161 y Vaishnava... «0 on wis wee] Bombay see Fortnightly os 200 
162 99 Vishvadarskan ere eee eee eee Kaira vee ee Weekly see ee 325 
' 163 Ve ws a ee: eae ; la oe 600 


ANGLO-KA’NARESE. 


The Hubli Patra pa ea a vee} LUDL ,.. ie 150 


= 
o 
a 
< 


ENGLIsH, MARATHI AND KANARESE. 


ee ee 


Dharw4r we 
» Rajahansa ove oes tee , 


KaA’NARESE. 


The Chandroday& “is oes a 
a 
9 Loki Bandhu eee eos eee eee Do. eee eee Do. se9 
33 Rasik Ranjini eee ees eee eve see ee . 

5 satya Vritt ; Do. 


(aes sl kl. Ul. CU Ue 
MaRa’THI AND Ka'NARESE. 

’ 173 The Chandrika eee ese eee vee Bagalkot see : eee Weekly 000 een | 100. 
174 99 Karnitak Vaibhav eee eco eee Bijapur eee eve Do, eee i 300 
175 » Siddheshvar ... a“: waa — -% Do. see ave 150 
|. wee. Claw le Ce eee Do. se ove 453 


ENGLISH AND HInpl. 


Poona eee eee aay Weekly eee eee 


The Pandit eee eee rT eee eee 


| HINDI. 


178 {The Shri Venkateshvar Saméebér ... _ ««e Bombay coe veel Weekly ooo — os 6,000 
URDU. 
179 The Aina-i-Hind ese eee eee ees Bombay eee eee Monthly eee eee 500 
180 99 Alam Aphroz Bambai eee eae eee Do. ° eee Tri-monthly ose 300 
181 | ,, Azad Punch os. oe, ose oes DO. os onal Weekly 20. sve} ane 
182 ” India Gazette eee eos : eee eee Do. ee iad a see ees 100 
183. 99 Jah4numa... eee eve eee oe Do. ee Do see eee eee 
184 9 Justice of the Peace eon eee eee Do. eee oe 0. eee eee e6e 
Makbul-e-Aalum eve eee eee Do. een Do. see . e 


Munsif-i-Deccan .. +08 — ave eae 
Muslim Heraid ... cas one cas 
Nay4r-i-Islam eee ee8 eee eco 
Punch Eahdéiur eee eee eve eee 
Safir... eee eee 
Sult4n-ul-Akhbér. ee eee eee eee 


Ene ish, MaraA'THI AND GUJARATI. 

192 | The Baroda Vatsal =... 9 0. ue | Baroda iy. oud WOE tec an 550 

EncuisH, Mara’tH1, GUsARA’TI 
~ AND KONKANI. 


198 | The Garibéncha Kaivéri (Amicus Pauperum)| Bombay- ... —«s»| Fortnightly ...| 1,500 


MaRA’THI AND URDU. 


194 | The Gulbarga Saméchér ... «.. | Gulbarga =... nae| Wegkly we nee) 450 


ANGLO-SINDI. 


195 | The Lux... ie os vis ; 


Hyderabed (Sind) ...| Fortnightly ...| ew» 
0. 


ee ea es oil WOES cue 450 
SINDI- ; : ) 

107 1 Tee ROMUN ger tae tte »o| Kardchi ids .».| Weekly ... | 1,000 

2 198 99 Muin-ul-Isl4m ooo *** eee eee eee Do. eee eee Do, ees ene 300 “ 

199 | ,, Sind Sudhér ee ee ae ee a a ee a a 500 
ANGLO-PORTUGUESE. ans 

200 |O Anglo-Lusitano ... .«. .. eee! Bombay ws. ok We a 1,000 

201 _ Os TRUS ss ce te ed ue ea OR ee a ‘si 
PORTUGUESE-KONKANI. 

202 {|The Luso-Concanim ... oo — ee — ‘i ooo] Weekly oe én 550 


Notes.—A. The notices from the different Newspapers have been collected in che Report under different heads 
which are printed in italics. : 

B. The names of Newspapers are printed in the margin of the Report in italics, and the number of the News 
paper in the above list is printed in brackets after the name, 


_., © The system of spelling vernacular words followed by the Reporter is the same as that adopted in the 
Official Spelling List of the Bombay Presidency. One peculiar feature of this system is that wnen the long (a Gf 
or d) is the last letter of a word, the accent is left out, and the short a(S{ =u in gun) is, to prevent confusion, 
never placed at the end of a word, This rule has been strictly followed, except that when the short a appears to be 
absolutely necessary to complete the pronunciationof a word, asin Arunodaya or the well-known Mitra, it is printed 
with a mark over it to indicate that it-is short, thus—-d, piers | 


D. The figures giving the circulation or number of copies published of each newspaper and pericdical as 
furnished by the proprietor, are not guaranteed as accurate, and'in some instances must be regarded with o ution. 


u 
_ Politics and the Public Administration. 


1, All but Lord George Hamilton and Sir Henry Fowler remain com- 
gt - --placent and optimistic as regards Indian affairs, It 
Lord George Hamilton and is with pain that we have to notice that India has a 
Sie Hetty Fowler on India’s Secretary of State who seems determined even in 
Eaaneia’ anc political condi- years of plague, wars, famine and earthquake, and of 
Indian Spectator (4), 26th the ruin of trade through tinkerings with the currency, 
Jone. - to make ita point to make light of the woes of the 
poor country in his charge, and by shutting his eyes to 
patent facts, to represent that in the matter of finance, as in that of Govern- 
mént, everything here is as much ofa perfection as man could ever expect or 
devise. If Mr. Dadabhai Navroji and Sir William Wedderburn deserve in any 
way the appellation of faddists, we suppose Lord George deserves it as richly, 
perhaps more; because, between those whose cry is India’s poverty and those 
whose cry is India’s financial prosperity and political happiness, sober persons 
would find very little to choose indeed. Both are equally dogmatic, but an over- 
optimistic responsible ruler is necessarily a great danger to a country which is 
poor and taxed to the brim. We certainly expect much better things from our ~ 
responsible rulers. But for the present it seems hopeless to expect Parliament 
to take the right view of the situation as regards Indian finance. 


2. The Secretary of State for India recently brought a Bill before Parlia- 
ors ment for raising a loan of ten million sterling for 
er re ee India, The English King was, in former times, obliged 
to obtain the permission of Parliament, as the representative assembly of the 
pedple, for raising any money he wanted for war or other purposes. Each time 
the King wanted money, the Parliament before voting the supply insisted on his 
giving them some new-right. Parliament acted in this way as an eff-ctive 
check upon the power of the King. With unfortunate India the case is quite 
different. Ifa loan is wanted for this country the Secretary of State obtains 
from Parliament the necessary permission for raising it. The members 
naturally. feel no hesitation in sanctioning a loan which does not touch their 
pockets. Justly speaking, it is the people of this country whose permission 
must be asked in the matter of loans for India. But who cares to consult the 
weak ? 


38. Whatis our guardian doing? Does he guard our interests? Has he 

: guarded them? These are questions one sometimes 

Lord George Hamilton as asks about the present Secretary of State, and the — 

Sey ita is), 26ta © 228Wer is most disappointing. Ever since his ap- 

lo Sow. a pointment in 1895 as the Secretary of State for India 

Lord George Hamilton has not only not guarded our 

interests, but has actually in some cases acted against them. The story of the 

press prosecutions in this presidency, the illegal detention of the brothers Natu, 

the recent retrograde and repressive legislation, are all instances in which the 
noble Lord has clearly gone against our interests. 


4, From the rates of the Government promissory notes and the reports 
prevailing in the market it appears that, should the 
Prospect ofa new Govern- Government think of raising a new loan, it would 
‘ment loan and a suggestion have to pay a high rate of discount, and the persons 
to Government. : ° ld b ] | | 
Bombay Sandchér (125), OW In possession of old notes would be losers to that 
30th June. : extent. .Government cannot be ignorant of this lact 
| and it is meet and proper that Governm: nt sliould 


declare their intention in the matter at an early date. 


5. Mr. Pickersgill, M.P., Barrister-at-Law, in an article in Jndia of the 
_.. 8rd June, points out that the principal change effected 

Government of -<* — in the Penal Code with regard to Section 1241 not 
ea ge Waite only originated with Lord George Hamilton, but was 
tochange Section 124A inthe actually forced by him upon the Government. of 
Indian Penal Code against India in face of their express and deliberate judg- 
their will, ment to the contrary. If this be true, we really 


oe 26 m . ° . 
_ Mahritia (7), 26th June. der who is more concerned .in the peace in the 
con 235—3 | 
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land—the Government of India or the State Secretary, Suppose sedition be- 
comes rampant.on account of the defects in the law of sedition, and suppose 
also that a rebellion breaks out in India, who would suffer—the Viceroy who 
will be on the spot and will have to gird up his loins to fight, or Lord George 
who need not even fear for a single hair of his body, even if the whole British 
Empire in India were to be blown upf It is presumptuous even for a 
Secretary of State to pretend to know more than the Viceroy in these matters. 


6. From the papers relating to amendments in the law of sedition and 
ois Haas then dl defamation in India presented to Parliament by Lord 
an : pe ~ ™* George Hamilton, the reader will have clearly per- 
fein as ceived how the obnoxious measures with which Lord 
Elgin’s name has been associated were forced upon him by the Secretary of 
State for India, and how it was at the latter’s desire that he rushed the amend- 
ments through the Council post-haste. But now the question is whether Lord 
Elgin should have allowed the Secretary of State for India to dictate to him a 
course repugnant to him. We have not the least hesitation in saying that he 
displayed extreme weakness, if not something worse, in allowing his name 
to be connected with a piece of legislation which at his heart he condemns and 
which deals a death-blow to the vaunted professions of the Liberal party to 
which he belongs. : 


7. The relations between the belly and the other members of the body 
| hold good between the Government and its subjects. 
_ Relations between the Bri- The moral of that well-known fable should be borne 
ar gat ooaga and its in mind by every Government. At present an un- 
"Gura’kh; (44), Ist July, | Wholesome prejudice against the Natives seems to have 
| | taken possession of the minds of the Englishmen even 
in England. They distrust the loyalty of the Indians and believe that the educa- 
ted and influential members of the Native communities are bent upon. overthrow- 
ing British rule. Such prejudice and distrust are sedulously instilled into the 
minds of the British by a few ill-natured Anglo-Indians, and these feelings 
seem also to have sway over the minds of our administrators. If this state of things 
continues for some time, the result will be that the Natives will be less and less 
zealous in discharging their duties as loyal citizens and the country will go to 
decay ; and Russia will reap the benefit of the want of harmony between the 
Government and the people. Government cannot realise the extreme fickleness 
of their policy unless the excitement of their anger coolsdown. When India was 
under the rule of the East India Company, the administration of the country 
was going on smoothly. Perfect cordiality prevailed between Indians and Eng- 
lishmen and the errors of the Company’s servants were speedily rectified. The 
controlling authority which supervised the Company’s administration took 
proper notice of any injustice. But since the mutiny of 1857 the Secretary of 
State along with the Cabinet and the Parliament is made the absolute master of 
the destinies of the country. There is no system of checks as obtained under 
the Company’s rule, and there is such unanimity among the ruling authorities that 
the decision of the lowest tribunal is upheld by all the higher tribunals, includ- 
ing the Parliament. The most palpable examples of this tendency are the cases 
of the Hozourable Mr. Tilak and the Natu brothers. Under the influence of 
suspicion Government can do anything they like, since they are the masters of 
the country. But if they continue their present policy for some time longer, 
will the fruits of that policy be sweet or bitter? Have our rulers thought over 
this question? No, because their thinking faculty is not in its proper place. 
They should remember well the ruin which overtakes the belly if the limbs are 
neglected. We will return to the subject shortly and so pause here for the 
present, | 


8. It is really very disgraceful and lamentable that there should be found 

| hardly one person in a lakh among the natives of India - 

Bed for pagar and oe who loves his mother country and takes dtte care about 
voted patriots to improve whe ~=her welfare. A real patriot is one who loveshis own 
oe hehe enhalle -conaieion country even more than his mother, wife, or other 
~~ Gurakhi (44), 27th Jone, near and dear relation.. There was a time when such 


patriots came forward in hundreds to fight for their 
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- country at risk to their lives and patiently endured the privations and hardships 


which are the lot of a warrior. But since the advent of British rule in India, 
the Government being powerful to defend the country against all foreign foes, 
we are not required to take part in any war or to fight like the patriots of the 
olden times. There is, however, the need of patriots of another type toimprove 
the most lamentable condition to which India is at present reduced. But such 
patriots are rare; perfect degeneration meets the eye on all sides. Our former 


manners and customs must be revived before we can have among us earnest and 
devoted patriots. : 


9, An expefienced Englishman, writing in the columns of the Amt 
Bazar Patrika, has demonstrated that the blessings 
Alleged decline in the which the people of India used formerly to derive 


attachment of the people of ae 
Indie for British role. from the British rule are latterly on the wane. Even 


Va'rta’nidhi (93), 29th June, 1 we put aside the indescribable oppression which the 

people had to endure in consequence of the plague 
(measures), (it must be admitted that) the blessings of British rule are paling 
before the difficulty experienced by the people in earning their living; and we 
believe that for this reason the attachment of the people to that rule is naturally 
on the decline, If Government will not fail to adopt proper remedies to 
prevent the spread of pauperism amongthe people, we are confident that the 


former attachment of the people for British rule will be revived in no time. 


10. We referred last week tothe fund that is about -to be got up. in 
England for the support of the Native sepoys wounded 
.Remarks on the alleged jn British service. There is no reason why in a 


inadequacy of the pension on 38 . 
caudal to alive " teveye country like England, where personal bravery is so 


ed in British service. Very highly appreciated, a fund which is chief 
eo Sisestater 4), 6 th meant as areward for gallantry in the field should at 


June. be expected to reach a very handsome figure, But 

there are considerations which strongly point out that 
the Indian Government itself should set about to do a duty which it owes to the 
Native sepoys wounded in engagements with the country’s foe. It is undoubtedly 
the duty of the State to see that those men, above all, who obey its behests so 
ungrudgingly and rely upon receiving its support should anything go amiss, 
do not find themselves disappointed in their hour of helplessness. India’s 
burdens are already too heavy, {the bill of military charges it has annually to 
pay is already unbearable; but no one amongst us would grudge the State’s 
spending half a lakh more towards enhancing the pension of the wounded and 
incapacitated Native sepoy. It must be remembered that even in Indian 
villages living has become dearer than it was formerly, and that if there was 
a day when Rs. 5 were found sufficient to support a man and family, that day 
has passed away. We can safely look to our Government and our milita 
authorities to do the needful towards removing this reproach as soon as they _ 
can. [The Bombay Samdchar (124) of the 28th June expresses similar 
sentiments. | : 


1]. The Bengalee very properly enquires in its issue of the 18th in- 
| stant, “ when will acts of lawlessness committed b 
ee ~% Le 7 British soldiers in this country come to an end?” It 
ay he rfieng Gov- 18 avery serious question, indeed; but none can give 
ernment and the Christian the answer. If at all, it seems to us that, as one sin 
Chaplains attached to British Jegds to another, so one act Po lawlessness leads to 
regiments. another, We read instances alter instances, occyrri 
Champion (2), 209) < ODA... -ppmreees every week, as if such occurrences were ordi } 
nary, and as if the Anglo-Indian community considered nothing unusual about 
them. Nay, the Government itself, which keeps its Argus eyes over the Native 
press to diseover sedition, real or imaginary, seems to ignore their very existence, 
Are we to presume that righteousness and justice have fled from the land? Are» 
we to take it for granted that it is the silent policy of the Government ® wink 
over the iniquities of the British soldier, as reported in the papers from time to 
time? Are we to understand that the law of the land could be overridden 
with impunity by the white man, and that, whatever his offence, it is 


impossible to obtain justice in the courts of law? We refuse to believe that 
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a Government calling itself Christian, and declaring that its policy towards the 
governed is based on’ justice aud impartiality, could be guilty of deliberate 
silence in the matter... At the game time, it is, indeed,.a puzzle why active steps 
havé not yet been taken by the Government to put an end to this lawlessness 
which is growing chronic, and ‘which is sorely vexatious to the entire Indian 
community ? Why is the soldiery pampered in this way? Indeed, the winking 
over its excesses is a direct stimulant and encouragement to the committal 
of further ‘acts of a similar character. Is this the teaching of law and order to 
British troops? Is this the climax of all the boasted civilisation and Chris- 
tianity of the Government? And what are we to say to the Christian 
Chaplains, paid from the revenues of India, who are attached to British 
regiments for the special purpose of instilling principles of Christianity among 
them? May it be asked if such Chaplains have in any military canton- 
nent preached a sermon condemning the outlawry of Tommy Atkins and. 
humanising their bloodthirsty instincts towards the poor and helpless natives 
of the land? Then, what is that phalanx of army preachers doing? Has 
it ever occurred to these zealous and voluntary soldiers of Christ to make 
the soldiers alive to the heinous sin of which they are publicly accused and 
charged in courts of law from time to time? It is all very well to speak of 
paper orders for shooting passes and so forth. We have never known of vice 
and drunkenness being expelled by legislation or resolution, and we are 
equally sceptic of the effect of the recent military orders issued by the Com- 
mander-in-Chief. In our opinion they are meaningless: they are so much 
dust thrown to blind the public. You can never check or control a pampered 
body of men, with instincts far from human, from committing murders of inno- 
cent people, be your passes and orders ever so stringent. It is the human 
nature of the soldiery which needs to be educated and chastised. This means 
the exercise of wholesome moral influence on them. Is that ever exercised 
either by the clergy or the commandants? If soldiers could be physically dis- 
ciplined so as to move like machines, why not morally discipline them also? 
Here it is that we find the greatest flaw in the discipline of British regiments 
serving in India. Itis much to be wished that that flaw may be removed for the 
better reputation, not of the soldier himself, but of the Indian Government. 


12. Six for one and half a dozen for the other candidate has been the 
wea: tc eamindal uae age of the voRng % uct additional — of 
: - the Governor’s Council. If, as is supposed, the 
= - _- hoy Pa “seat. Honourable Mr. P. M. Mehta has voted ‘tor himself, 
in the Supreme Legislative he has outstripped his opponent, Mr. N. N. Wadia, 
Council, shina by one vote more. The voting is then ostensibly 
Jom le” wr “oth seven to six. A coup de etat has been considered 
permissible. Once for all it is essentially necessary 
that the Government of India should decide whether a member of the Council 
can vote for himself when the fitness of his own appointment toa seat in the 
Supreme Council is concerned. The question is one of great public interest. 
Although the rules may be silent on the subject, Government has plainly to 
decide whether, under the Legislative Councils Act, a seat in the Councii may 
be obtained by what must be called a hollow majority—a majority obtained 
by throwing into the balance one’s own weight in a matter of one’s own pre- 
ferment. As a question of fair play and ethics there cannot be two opinions, 
A tie was expected, and the Viceroy should. have been allowed to selec’ one of 
the two candidates by his casting vote. The Honourable Mr. Mehta is said to 
have obtained seven votes, but it remains to be seen whether one vote—and 
that of the honourable candidate—should not be thrown out. 


~ 18. The justice of Judges and Magistrates, whether in ‘Engin or India 


has become the subject of severe adverse ©*!/icism in 

‘ Leirimany on the lear? the press andoutside it, And rightly,too, ino.» opinion. 
isparity of sentences pas ? : on aes Mon oli Ar is 

Bess Setdoua tn: Suton Dabs The vagaries of judicial officers on the bene !:, of high 


ait Caled. and low degree, is to be glaringly perceiv in the 
~ Champion (2), 26th June. sentences of punishment they award to offendcr- against 
Ripa : the law. In this country scores of iastances of 
inhuman sentences—inhuman compared with the gravity of the cri:we—on 
poor offenders are to be noticed from time to time ; and ifsuch mighty officials as 


et eg awe 


Judges err, what is to be said of the magistracy: whose know ige of law is noto- 
riously néxt to nothing—so little, indeed) that,/to use’ the words ofthe late:Mr. 
tey ina céle : ease, orie would ‘hoki it ‘chow 
tly inn oblebrated trivkinak would “hoki it ‘ches 


49. Bat letalo 


Vhat are we to say to instanéés of sentences! whieh “by ‘compartiéon shock tho. 
sense of ‘the most’ ordinary ‘man inthe street? “Let us point:out to the datest. 
instance. The other day Gunnér Richardson‘ was sentenced 'to onli four months" 
imprisonment for the heinous crime of outraging the modesty of 'a'Native woman 
Tn May last, in Calcutta the'Chief Presidenéy Magistrate sontenced one Naffet: 


Chunderdas to 18 months’ rigorous’ imprisonment: for” impersonating as:‘ari’ 


inoculator while only ‘a common police’ elerk'!'The disparity of sentences iy 
our. Indian''Criminal Courts; ‘superior and inferior, has ‘been ‘the theme: of 
chronic complaints. Almost all -vérnacular papers:from time to:time point‘out: 
this disparity when it occurs!’ The Anglo-Indian‘ papers:-hdld ‘ the silence: of 
the grave, butare only too eager when some paper comments: ‘in: vigorous 
terms an what may he justly ‘called a travesty ‘of’ justice, to denounce it- 
as indulging in seditious language! This is the way. agitation on so-called 
sedition is kept up—sedition for opening the eyes of the constituted ‘authorities. 
to the glaring anomalies of punishment in criminal cases ! “When, may: we ask, 
is the Government going to reform the criminal justice of the land in ‘the right. 
direction? We know too well that it is always eager to forge fresh chains for 
repressing freedom or amend sections of the Criminal Procedure Code which 
would curtail the privileges of the accused and render him-less capable of 
having his case fairly defended. But we have yet to wait for the necessary, nay 
crying, reform in reference to the justice of the justices, whether “Honourable ’’ 
or “ Worshipful.” | HOT SOAE SOY To aE Dassee mel a 


14, In passing very light sentence on Gunner Richardson. for outraging 


Kaiser-e-Hind (112), 26th 
June, Eng. cols. 


jets 


charging his duty as a plague search party, the Magis- 
trate has erred hopelessly on the side of leniency. “Of 
course there are the cynics, who having known from past experience how criminal 
trials of European offenders generally end, whether in superior or inferior courts, 
are not slow to say that it is a matter for thankfulness that even so light a punish- 
ment as four months has been awarded for the heinous crime which the 


Magistrate bimself frankly admits was proved to the hilt} Thescandal touching | 


the way. in which European soldiers are let off scot-free either by juries or Judges 
or Magistrates in every part of the country is growing chronic. So far‘as these 
men are concerned it seems that righteousness and justice have fled from our 
law courts. Nay, more; it seems as if the Government itself had hardened its 
conscience and stiffened its back, ignoring public criticism. That. justice is 
often travestied in India is not a new fact. Ba ce 
15; ‘The offences committed by Europeans against Natives are being more 
_-- .*- -- and more brought to light day by day and subjected to 
. racy he ii-trestment of severe Criticism in the press. It is no.little matter for 
< Zee. of light penal. consolation that such offences are gradually attracting 
ties inflicted upon the ac- the attention of the Courts of justice. Mr. Rowecrafit, 


cused in such cases. who acted violently towards Mr. Sohoni, assistant 
a an Prakash (40), 30th sracter in the Satara Hich School, has, we learn, been 
ue censured by his superiors. Mr. MacIntyre, the Rail- 


way Engineer in Bengal, who fired a loaded pistol ona marriage procession 
and wounded six persons in all, has been sentenced to pay a fine of Rs. 800. 


He was charged’ under Sections 304A and 308 of the Indian Penal Code. 


The penalties for the offences defined in both the sections are sufficiently grave, 
and the accused should'have been punished in proportion to the gravity of his 
offence. | | ie te AAR Eee | 
“16. Vasudev Balvant Phadke, as we observed in our last issue, is a char- 
: | acter far more romantic than even Damodar Chapekar, 
Alleged historical parallel though both of them belong to the same. class of - mad 
between the present affairs patriots.” Both of them were fiery and spirited, 
— si we a —_ * were bred to hardiness, loved arms and were proficient 
we Mahrdtia (7), 26th June, in the use of them. - But-with ‘a higher degree of 


P “ 
* - 


) religious fanaticism, with ‘broader views.and a- superior 
con 235—4 


cheap ” law’or ho law at all, which is tantamouat to\ignorance of the law.’ 


the modesty of a Native woman, under pretence of dlis- ° 


, oe ou, ye ee ee Z —_—— ‘ — 3 ite oe 8 aan mo, ’ 5 * 
en it Joe eee ; a : : ne : * Sn eT ene te aes r OCD pe gs ote 
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wer of organisation, armed with the sword and the pistol and carrying a 
fe le in his belt, kicking his comfortable situation in life, wandering over hills . 
and dales, suffering hardships and privations for the sake of his cause, disgusted 
with the narrow-minded selfishness of the Ramoshis, resorting to prayers and 
worship of God for inspiration and power, and vowing in the very pangs of 
despair to die if it were to be able to plead the cause of the unbefriended people 
of India before the court of God,—in short, possessed of the wonderful spirit 
of knight-errantry, but remarkably free from any kind of vanity, Vasudev 
Balvant is a far more interesting figure than Damodar Chapekar. Both of 
them, however, have this much in common, that for the time being they 
attracted great attention as being Brahmins. As at present, during the dis- 
turbances of 1878-79 Government and the Anglo-Indians openly accused 
the Brahmins, as a class, of sedition and disloyalty, but the trials of both 
Chapekar and Phadke completely proved the absurdity of those accusations 
and vindicated the character of the Brahmins. The Bombay’ Gazette of 
that time under Mr. Maclean did exactly what the Times of India did under 
Mr. Bennet in the last year’s troubles. Another point of resemblance between 
then and now is that every attempt at political agitation on the part of 
the people was regarded as seditious. The press, public meetings and all 
manner of associations were looked upon with grave suspicion. Let us take 
the Sarvajanik Sabha as anapt instance, It has to be confessed that the 
Sabha, by its. industrious research and fearless advocacy, had made it too 
hot for the Bombay Government, so far as their famine administration was 
concerned. But nothing was farther from the Sabha’s mind than to obstruct 
or embarrass the Government in any way. To patient judges the work of the 
Sabha had much recommended itself, and, be it remembered, even to some Anglo- 
Indians. It will be seen that the Sarvajanik Sabha question presents an 


. exceedingly striking parallel between the Poona of to-day and the Poona of 


twenty years ago. It goes without saying that the work of the Sabha in the 
famine of 1896-97 was done exactly on the same lines asin 1876-77 and ina 
spirit of perfect fidelity to its old traditions. But on both occasions the Sabha 
was misjudged and reviled simply because its agitation exposed the defects 
of the famine administration to the sight of the subject people from which 
it was naturally the interest of the Government to shield them. 


17. Since no reply has as yet been given tothe application for the 

Le , release of Mr. Tilak, we think that the tender feel- 

Application for the release inos of Her Majesty have not been roused by it. 
of Tilak. Ma : : . “pe 

Dhureen (39), 28rd June. ny of the signatories to this petition have no con- 

nection at all with politics. ‘This fact bears testimony 

to the universal recognition of Mr. Tilak’s merits. It is only our misfortune 

that he appeared to be a rebel:to the Anglo-Indians, — 


18. The avpreciation of the services of the Dravids shown by Government 

| } is admirable. Dravid’s release and reward suggest 
Comments on the reward some curious reflections. He and his brother get ten 
ena sini psy gpd sd thousand rupees out of the twenty.thousand originally 
in detecting the murderer of Promised. Why this reduction? Is the remaining 
Mr, Rand, moiety reserved for the discoverer of Balkrishna ? 
Malrétta (7), 26th Jone. Or is the reduction due to the fact that Damodar’s 
ban | conviction was chiefly based on his own confession 
and that the Dravids could give only corroboration? If so, the other moiety 


ought, in equity, to go to Damodar, that is, to Damodar’s wife. Damodar 


said in the Sessions Court that he confessed because Mr. Brewin promised to 


build a temple in his name and to give a pension to his wife. The story may 
be true or false, but it is certainly made plausible by the now reported reward 
of ten thousand rupees to the Dravids. Mysterious are the ways of the police, 
but itis not avery edifying sight that murders committed on the Jubilee 
night should not be unravelled without a monetary bait, and that characters 
like the Dravids should get ten thousand rupees of the taxpayers’ money for 
playing some dubious part. The question naturally occurs, why maintain a costly 
detective police if murders are to be detected by letting out old convicts and 
paying thousands out of the taxpayers’ money? Another thought which occurs 
is that while Dravid is released for giving some mysterious aid to the police, the 


OO RN Seek eae ge: ee ee 
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Native editors whose conviction was obtained in a moment of panic are still rotting 
in jail, We hear that the editor of the Moda Vritt, who is apitiable cripple, 
applied for mercy, but his application was refused. It seems, pity finds no alate 
in the hearts of officials, but a stipulation to aid the police unlocks the prison 
door immediately. It would be a nice thing if the editors could find out some. 


way of assisting the police. 


19. It must be within the recollection of our readers that Government had. 
ee ae advertised a reward of Rs. 20,000 to any one who | 
mals (66), 20s Sane.” would give information leading to the detection and 
conviction of the murderer of Messrs, Rand and Ayerst.. Of this sum Rs. 10,000 
are distributed equally between Nilkanth Shankar Dravid andhis brother Ganesh 
Shankar Dravid, The latter, who was serving his term of imprisonment on charges 
of forgery successfully established against him, has also been released by Govern- 
ment. Wedo not know which of the terms of the proclamation offering the reward 
of Rs. 20,000 was fulfilled by Dravid. Nilkanth Dravid only deposed to having 
seen the accused cleaning the weapons produced before the Court in the case at 
his house and at his club. If Dravid is to receive such a handsome reward for this 
evidence of his, each of the other witnesses also in the case must, in our opinion, 
receive a similar reward. The case for the prosecution rested entirely on the con- 
fession of the accused and his utterances at the time of showing the weapons 
and other articles. The evidence of the witnesses not being of much importance, 
the retractation of his confession by the accused in the Court of Sessions had 
considerably weakened ,the case. Ifthe Dravid brothers had given valuable 
information (and the fact that they have received a large reward from Govern- 
ment inclines us to believe that they did give such information), it was the duty 
of the police to have placed that information before the Sessions Court so as to 
remove the doubt which arose in the minds of some regarding the case. If the 
reasons for rewarding the Dravid brothers will be published in detail, we shall 
be in a position to judge whether the amount of Rs. 10,000 (spent) from the 
(Government) treasury has been put-to a bad use or otherwise. : | 


20. Ganesh Dravid was in jail at the time of the murders of Messrs. Rand 
: : and Ayerst. How then could Dravid supply informa- 
Hindy Punch (45), 30tt tion to the police which led toa complete discovery 
a faa aad te ofthe crime? Dravid is an intélligent and at the 
ee same time a lucky fellow. From his release we may 
infer that a person who becomes useful to Government is not only pardoned, 
but receives thousands of rupees as reward, no matter what terrible crimes he 
may have committed. The people believed up to this time that the credit of 
detecting Chapekar belonged solely to the police. But that belief is wrong. 
Two Brahmins were at the bottom of the affair. It is the Brahmins who have 
, cleared the cloud of allegations against their community. The people will always 
have their doubts about the guilt of Chapekar. Will Government as well as 
the Dravid brothers lay bare all the information in their possession before the 
public so as to convince them beyond all doubt that Chapekar was the real 
author of the Jubilee murders and not an innocent victim sent to the gallows 
through police intrigue? [The Va'rta’nidhi of the 29th June expresses some- 
what similar sentiments. | | 


21. We have already dealt with the constitution and utility of the Press 
Committees. The work of reporting the views of the 

Approval of the appoint- Native press was entrusted so long to the Native Press 
| en of Press Oommit- is red ye as the Severna did not have ample 
et and timely information it asked the District istrates 
Dincatn (ii, Sie 30e to appoint Press Committees in their distrioter From 
this it is clear that the Government did not know fully what the Native press 
had to say on various topics. We now have an explanation of various past 
events in the Government’s confession of its ignorance of the grievances that 
were loudly complained of by the Native press. We are given to understand 
that. the Government was not properly informed of the absurd things that 
happened during the just pean regime and the comments that were made upon 
them. How else could a Liberal Governor like His Excellency Lord Sandhurst 
have refrained till now from removing the grounds of complaint? In the 
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ve the people have ov wW ays of ventilating their grievances. We have 
only * ‘dhe, ‘that of newspa by ty ‘Government not! informed of ''the 
pe gowvel of the Nate ro 5, its behaviour ‘tip “to thits tine was like thatof 
gtopt ing in the dark: It’is necessary for ‘the Government, which strives’ so 

anoh fot the welfare of the people,to es what ides’ the ‘peoplé have 'Zot* of 
their own welfare. Now that it has roused itself to a '‘serisé of its ‘duty, wé 


must all be: very happy: to weleome: these Press. Committees, which, we hope, 


- will not fail to perform their funetions aright.‘ -We trust, however, that the Press 


Committees will not bring'to-the notice of the Government _ Katsh criticise, 
paahying am the background mild suggestions; ~ 


22, We are lately hearing a good deal about those precious entities which 
"the conibined statesmanship of the Bombay Govern- 


os _Disappro “<q ofthe appoint ment have brought into existence—we mean the Press 
~- Champion (2), 26th June. Committees in different localities. ‘Nobody seems’ to 


have any definite notions of the duties of those bodiés 

presided over by the great Collector Saheb and such nomineés as hé may deem 
t to select to associate with him. “Each presiding genius ‘may give his ‘own 
version of the duty.° Mr. Lamb in Poona may ivé one, Mr. Vincent, who has 
fot yet opened his mouth, may give another. “Mr. Jones may givé''a third, and 
Mr. Smith may give a fourth version. “We are ‘given to understand that the 
Government is going behind the new press laws in creating such Committees, 
which, however thickly or thinly you may disguise them, are a replica of 
the old Press Censorship under the odious ‘Black Act of 1878. ‘As such, they 
are certainly to’ be denounced. They will serve no ‘useful purpose, ‘while 
they will ‘sit as an ogre on the press, which would’be inconsistent ‘with’ the 
freedom of the press. Has the Bombay Government not yet learnt’ the" lessons 
Which the events of the last twelve months have taught them’? ' Are they 
still pursuing the phantom of sedition, of their own ‘creation, under ‘the 
disguise of ‘these non-descript Committees ? Tf so, we respectfully advise 
them to give them the quietus they deserve. Let them’ have a little more of 
confidence in the people, which will be of infinitely greater value to bring 
about the desired attachment or afiection to their administration than this 
kind of policy, which is neither suited to-the genius of English institutions 
nor in any way desirable in this country, witha docile mass and ‘an edu- 
cated body, who thoroughly understand the consequences of sedition. Mis- 
trust or distrust can only engender mistrust and distrust, What they have 
to aim -at is inspiring confidence which will beget: confidence. The rub is 
there.. And if. they are wise: in their generation it is tobe hoped they will 
bear in ‘mind our counsel, which we givée-them in a spirit of the greatest 
friendliness and as a duty wane ices oe” ‘has to to discharge towa rds 
the porsining authorities. : . 


23. It is evident that Press Committees are meant to serve the purpose of 
a special official machinery for keeping a constant 
watch on Native journalism, or to be a kind of special 
police over infringements of the new law of sedition 
which, the Honourable Mr. Chalmers told us, Government did not intend to 
let lie dormant in the future. The policy of a perpetual espionage, of constant 
intermeddling and fussy attempts to'shape in a particular direction the lines on 
which journals shall be conducted, is a policy which can hardly be deemed to be 
a‘satistactory one, either for raising the general tone of the indigenous news- 
papers or ‘of impressing on the minds of the eonductors thereof, and of the 
public in general, the gravity of offences like sedition and exciting ill-will 
between rival communities. It will generally be the more worthless section of 
the press that will be found erring often ; and the attention it will receive there- 
by from the Press Committees will often give them a fictitious importance which 
they may find it to their advantage to secure, even at the cost of a sojourn, 
now and then, in’ Her Majesty’s jails: “As ’for the'better or moré ably conducted 


Indian Spectator (4), 26th 
June. 


and widely circulated journals, their conductors ‘will chafé ‘under a ‘supervision 
‘by. bodies that, 


ba by their ‘very’ constitution, will not-be able to lay’ very strong 
elaime-either'to legal learning; ‘high 'officia gn “or -great literary merit. 


“We:tail ‘td ahead why there should ‘bé ‘a ‘rigid ' relegation’ .of the function of 


1S 


watching the vernacular press to a second-rate quasi-official Committee, which 
may often fail ta command the respect of the conductors of the press or the 
confidence of the general public either. I has been said that these Committees 
are also. to be utilized as mediators between the editors and Government. 
Mediators for what ?—we may well ask. Are they to be asked to try to shape 
the lines of policy of the journals under their jurisdiction, or to give warnings 
to those who may be found to have broken the law already, and whom thé: 
District Magistrate would like to pardon for once before proceeding to ask the 
sanction of Government to prosecute? To be frank, we do not like the look of 
these Committees. We ‘see in them a certain danger to the independence of 
journalism ; and a cringing and’ sycophant press would be a worse disease to a 
foreign Government like the British—strong and well-intentioned as it is—than 
a defiant press. The new law, together with these Committees and the thirst for 
finding out new methods of curbing public opinion by controlling those 
whose business it is to form that opinion, will all end—if the humours that 
affect the rulers of the day do not soon disappear and leave the official mind 
healthy—in establishing in this country a veritable press-gagging machinery, 
with its ramifications spread far and wide in the country. It means that the 
end will be the establishment of an order of things which, the Viceroy declared 
during the debate on the new law of sedition, he and his colleagues had, after 
a finally given up. But we know it is easier to criticise than to 
sugsest. ue te 


24, Qne word more as to journalists who may be invited by Police 
A gnevestion to Native Ommussioners or Collectors in Bombay or elsewhere 
“editors to decline the invita. ‘interview them. “They should respectfully decline 
tions of the Police Gom- the invitation. The Government is at liberty to create 
missioner, Bombay, and the any number of Committees; let there be as many 
District Collectors for an ag there are towns and villages in the presidency. 
Champa (3), 200% Jane,  Lhat does not empower the Government or their 
servants to call publicists and bully or lecture them 
under the guise of friendly or paternal advice. Journalists should. have a 
sufficient sense of self-respect to decline such Jesuitical invitations, which, in 
our opinion, are perfectly unconstitutional.. When the Legislature passes new 
ress laws, authorising Provincial Governments to invite press men to the Star 
Chasaherk of their press censors, there will be ample time for journalists to 
usher themselves in the august presence of those worthies. ; 


25. Under the heading “ A few words to our contemporaries,”’ the Gura’khi 
eee writes :—Our local contemporary of the Champion 
, . Gaew ht EF), <vaheoee given a nice little hint to journalists, whether in or 
out of Bombay, that they should respectfully decline the invitation of the Police 
Commissioner or the Collector for an interview. Because Gove nment have a 
right to appoint a Press Committee for every town or village in the presidency if it 
chooses, it dces not follow that they or their servants have any right to-send for 
editors and to bully (lit. bellow at) them or to advisé them like preceptors, In 
short, our contemporary says that the editors need not waste their valuable time 
_by attending the offices of the Police Commissioner or the Collectors. Who will 
‘say that this hint is not worthy of consideration and assent ? 


--. 96. The Bhut refers to the suggestion of the Champion, but says that the 
| ee ss editor of the Champion being an Englishman has 

Bhut (27), 2nd July. necessarily more pluck than a Native editor. The 
-paper thinks that if a Native editor were to decline the invitation of the Police 
“Commissioner to attend his office, as advised by the Champion, the poor man 
“would probably be hauled up before a Magistrate. It therefore says that the 
‘Native editors will be better advised in obeying the invitation and submitting to 
the stern advice or reproof of the Police Commissioner in his office room rather 
than courting a public appearance in a Magistrate’s Court. The paper makes 
‘jocular remarks on the nervousness which overtakes an average Native editor 
‘and the enrployés in his office when confronted with a policeman. [The Poona 

Vaibhav (77) of the 30th June expresses somewhat similar sentiments. | 
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! 27.. The Kdl explains at some length its object in making the comments 


Expression of regret by the 


Kal for certain criticisms in its 
issue of the 3rd June. 
Kal (49), 24th June. 


it did in its issue of 3rd June on the punishments 

passed on Europeans accused of offencesagainst Natives, 

saying that it was not to create in the minds of the 
people feelings of ill-will either towards Government 
or the British people, and regrets that the comments 
should have given offence. ) 


98. Mr. Deshmukh is considered incompetent because he expressed his dis- 


Comments on Mr. Lamb’s 
letter to the editor of the 
Dnya'n Chakshu regarding the 
transfer of Mr. Deshmukh. 

Hindu Punch (45), 30th 
June. : 


approbation of the illegal conduct of a European 
subordinate! It is a sin, of course, for a Native 
superior to be angry with his European subordinate 
on any account. Government raises Natives to exalted 

ositions not to find fault with the mistakes and 
irregularities of their European subordinates, but to 


take the whole responsibility of those mistakes upon themselves and to tender 
apologies to Government for thesame. If he were to point out these mistakes 
or totake the subordinates to task for them, Government, or rather the counsellors 
of Government, would not brook such conduct. There seems to be no hope of 
justice for Mr. Deshmukh under the regime of Lord Sandhurst. We should 
like to know what the Government have to say. to this surmise of ours. 


29. The Deshi Mitr 


Wanted a Press Committee 
at Surat. 
Deshi Mitra (131), 30th 


June. 


a is not aware of any Press Committee being appoint- 


ed at Surat, and concludes that the District Magis- 
trate must have either undertaken the duty of keep- 
ing a watch on the newspapers published in the dis- 
trict himself or delegated it to some other function- 
ary. The paper equally disapproves of either course, 


thinking that the District Magistrate cannot find time to do the work among 
his other multifarious functions and that delegating it toa single individual is 
likely to give rise to some misunderstanding. It therefore desires that a Press 
Committee should be appointed, as in other districts, at Surat, so that the work 
might be satisfactorily done. 


30. Itis tobe greatly regretted that the Abkéri Department of the Govern- 


Remarks on the alleged 
increase in the _ license-fee 
levied from the toddy license 
holders in the town of Bom- 
bay. : 

Rast Goftar (115), 26th 
June, Eng. cols. 


ment of Bombay should still persist in its policy of res- 
tricting the use of fresh toddy by heavy taxation. The 
Collector of Bombay has recently issued notices calling 
upon toddy license holdersinthetownof Bombay to pay 
license-fees for the ensuing year which are greatly in 
excess of those paid last year, The increase is from five 
to seven hundred per cent, It has been demonstrated 


over and over again that fresh toddy is an innocuous drink which is mostly 
used by the poorer classes, and that any undue restriction on its sale is a down- 
right injustice to the poor, Government have frequently acknowledged the 
same by fixing low maxima rates at which toddy should be sold by license 
holders in order that it might be within the means of the poor. Thisisa distinct 
admission on the part of Government of the usefulness of toddy and of the 
desire of Government to see that the poor people who are accustomed to it 
-Should not suffer for want of it. And yet this intention is defeated by Govern- 
- ment still continuing the heavy tree tax and enhancing the license-fees from 


-time to time. It is notorious that owing to these imposts such a thing as pure 
-, unadulterated toddy is not to be had in Bombay, except at a price which far 


exceeds the Government rate, and is beyond the means of the poor. This evil 
_is sure to be intensified if the license-fees are raised as now contemplated by the 


. Collector. We earnestly call the attention of Government to this matter, 
_ though we are aware that, unfortunately, these are not times when the public 


revenue can afford to let slip a single opportunity of increase. But we are 


. a fearful cost to the poor, who require protection from Government. 


. assured that any little increase in the revenue in this case will be purchased at 


; 
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31, ‘We feel no hesitation in saying that though the officers of the various 
Plague Committeds did a great deal to free the people 
Plague CommitteeatPoona from the plague, still it does not. follow neseatartie 
said to have not justified its that the Plague Committees justified their original 
- goes 4g seal’ laced purpose or the state of the m: ind - of Government: in 
same Past | regard to the local bodies at the time of the former’s 
Mahretia (7), 26th July. | appoimtment. In our previous issue we have fully 
. | roved that the Poona Municipality had done all that 
could be expected of it to fight the plague. If we may say so, the municipality 
had done even better in one respect than the Rand Committee itself. Notwith- 
‘standing the painful spurring by the Poona Collector to enforce the so-called 
stringent and since utterly discredited measures in defiance and contempt of 
the people, the. municipality did things smoothly and with comparative success. 
The Plague Committee, with its ‘stringent measures,” came in to stamp out 
not an increasing epidemic, but a decreasing one. It needs no argument to 
prove that the Poona Municipality would possibly have achieved the same 
result if the decreasing epidemic had been left to its hands to deal with. If 
either the faith of Government in European executive officers or the faith of 
these latter in themselves could really be an effective guarantee against the 
plague, then the second outbreak in Poona ought to have been impossible, 
Nay, the second attack was, if anything, only far greater in extent, longer in 
duration and more virulent in nature. Now, when ‘the plague broke out a 
second time in Poona, the sleepy and incompetent municipal councillors were | 
not keeping the gates, but the combined strength of a special European Health 
Officer, a whole Collector by himself, a number of Inspectors and Mukadams, 
sowars and sepoys, all maintained at an enormous cost. For the second outbreak, 
therefore, the Poona Municipality could not possibly be in any way responsible. 
But the negligent municipality being out of the way, why should not the 
vigilant executive officers of Government, with unlimited supplies and powers 
over the municipality, have been able to prevent the second outbreak? Will 
Government, who so light-heartedly brushed away the Poona Municipality in 
the name of emergency, answer this question? But Government need not 
answer it. The self-willed course of the plague answers all such questions. 


32. The extraordinary story of the detention of about 150 Native passen- 

gers on the Carnac Bandar from the evening of the 

Remarks on the alleged 6th instant till the morning of the 17th will, we are 

- en ae s Ger. sure, attract the early attention of the authorities. 
nac Bandar (Bombay) for Mr. Joglekar has given a plain but graphic narration 
the purposes of medical ex- of the facts in his letter published in the Times of 
emination. cis). agin Lidia of the 18th instant. We have freely recognized 
Pd Tig. ole GH), the necessity of many of the measures adopted for 
mies the purpose of fighting and resisting the plague; but 

we refuse to believe that there can be any regulation in existence justifying 

the detention fora whole night of a large body of passengers, in such a place | 
and under such circumstances, merely because no medical officer was forth- 
coming to examine them, either for love or money. The matter is one which 
‘deserves—and we feel sure it will receive—consideration by the plague’ autho- 
ities. Our esteemed contemporary, in noticing this occurrence, has remarked 
that it is not the first of its kind. If so, the call for enquiry and rectification 
becomes more urgent. Nobody suspects the officers entrusted with the work of 
carrying out the plague measures of possessing the least desire to cause 
unnecessary annoyance to the people. But in a matter like this, something 
more is necessary than merely satisfying the letter of the rules. Such rules 
being from their very nature unpalatable, their enforcement should be accom- 
panied with the utmost consideration for the feelings of the people. While on 
this subject, we venture to ask the plague authorities to consider whether, now 
that the plague has practically left us, it would serve any useful purpose fo 

_ continue the medical examination of out-going people 

83. The notification issued by the Collector-to the citizens of Surat that 

i ss * they should give information of any illnessin the 

. Plague operations at Surat. family to the police within three hours, no doubt 

fae sect 27th shows. the laudable; desire of that officer to prevent 

lame Nie ed 2 _- the ‘plague from gaining a fresh hold upon the city; 


{18 


“but it is calculated to: cause inconvenience. to the people, and will'lead to 
‘concealment‘of cases of “iHness' or deter people: from seeking prompt medical 
‘aid: In. ‘the monsoon there ‘is generally some kind ‘of illness. present in most 
‘families ‘and it would have, therefore, been better if the notification had - been 
‘more explicit about the: kind: of illness which it is'necessary to report. | 


oo oe detention. poe at Bairet has teen, — even though the 
emic has a rom the city, in order to 

| J “se mare C07); 26th: ‘provent the admission of infected. pies into the 
| ; but the rules issued on the 20th June by_ the 
“District Magistrate scesiaies ‘the surveillance and exemption of persons from 
‘detention threaten to cause more inconvenience than even the hundred rupees 
deposit system. Under the latter system any passenger who could deposit 
‘a sum of Rs. 100 was allowed to go into the city, whereas under the latest 
‘jeirdlatiel all passengers must pass ten days in the detention camp unless they 
can produce sureties out of a certain class of officers or persons specially 
named in that behalf in the District Magistrate’s notification. We request 
the authorities to accept any solvent person as @ surety, as under the notification 
of the 12th June, and to give every facility to businessmen and others, 


| 85.. The Deshi Mitra, in referring to the same subject, says that the new 
"Deshi Mitra (131),30th June. rules would cause much inconvenience to the in-com- 


ing passengers, as it would many times be difficult for 
them to obtain a surety out of the class of persons authorized to stand sureties 


and to ensure his presence at the railway station at the time of their arrival. 
The paper suggests that all persons empowered to stand sureties should be 
‘supplied with certificates to that effect, and that the presentation of such certi- 
ficates by them to the authorities at the railway station should suffice to obtain — 
exemption from detention. The Mitra observes that a still better course would 
be to take down the names of all passengers on arrival and to let them enter the 
city on pain of prosecution if they fail to present themselves for medical exami- 
nation for ten days after arrival. 


386. The Vériddarsha complains. about the inconvenience to which the 
passengers landing in the Ratnagiri bandars from 

, ieeeveiens sobered be . the coasting steamers are subject to in being made 
at Ratnégiri in the matter of to go to the Civil Hospital, a distance of 4 or 5 miles, 
medical examination and a from the place of landing for their medical examina- 
prayer to Government inthe tion. The paper says that the inconvenience suffer- 
gg 91), 20th ed by the tired passengers at the end of a tatiguing 
me Gee gen journey would be obviated by asking the Hospital 

_ Assistant to go to the landing place and by paying to 
him some extra sileiieam if necessary, for his trouble. It hopes that the 


subject will receive speedy consideration at the hands of Government. 


37. Mr. Limji Navroji Banaji is to be congratulated on his promotion to 
oa i ee the post of the Prothonotary of the High Court: No 
aan’ oF te: Lim appoint Court officer could be said to have been more popu- 

: yi Navroji 

Banaji as Prothonotary of lar and respected than Mr. Limji. Ue has richly 
the Bombay High Court. -—» deserved his promotion, for which we offer him our 
champion (2), 26th June; personal congratulations. But he also deserves feli- 

 tonagliadiaisaaal ts aaa citation by the entire public of India. For, so far as 

we know, he is the first Indian who has been selected 

- for 80 responsible and honourable a post. It is simply an accident that he is 

_ & Parsi. For years past the national party has been fighting inch by inch 
to obtain for the children of the soil a larger share of the higher appointments 
-4n the administration of the empire, and it is always a matter for satisfaction 
when an Indian displaces an alien, provided, of course, he turns out -to be of 
roved merit and ability,’’ as prescribed i in the Great Charter of 1833. [ The 

aiser-e-Hind (112) of the same date expresses similar sentiments. | 


88, Mr. Harry Brewin, Superintendent of the Bombay Police, took 

t pains in collecting evidenced in the Poona mur- 

ee, of Mr. Harry der case. Itis said that ten ee are going to 
reward him for his ‘éxertions in the case by promot- 

a: Sinn Prt wes 80th ing him to the post of Personal Assistant to the In- 
9 5°. speetor General of “Police. . There is no doubt about 


19 
Mr. Brewih’s labours in the case. He carried’ on . investigations in Poona and 


very cleverly obtained Damodar’s confession from him. . It is quite right, there- 
fore, that Mr. Brewin should receive promotion for services like cholo : 


39. We learn that yam isa standing order of Government prohibiting 
: eu overnment servants from engaging in trade or other 
ens ar Rutt decreas: jin Commercial concerns, whether directly or indirectly. 
the Khandesh District owning If this is so, will Government enquire whether any of 
— rights in certain mel > ee in the Khéndesh District own pro- 
printing presses. ..  prietary rights in certain printing. presses, whether 
6th Jon ‘t CMtragupta (25), they can legally do so, and whether such men can be 

retained in Government service any longer ? 


40, The foresters or eee rangers, whe qualify themselves for that. post 
oe — y receiving education at Poona, are given Rs, 20 
Sieh. tlie her Boe ye the only at the outset, while the students of the Dayaram. 
mended. Jethmal Sind College who pass the engineering test 
Joy Suma (199), 18th are appointed Sub-Overseers in the Public Works 
nye Department on Rs. 50 per mensem, nay, after two 
years receive promotion. The foresters have to stick to Rs. 20 for a long 
time, the number of appointments in the Forest Department being very limited. 
If Government wish that these subordinates should be honest, it is necessary 
that their salaries should be raised. : 


41. The Akhba'r-e-Isla’m approves of the fine of Rs. 500 inflicted by the 

Chief Presidency Magistrate, Bombay, on the man- 

Request to the Bombay ager of Messrs. Thacker & Co., Limited, Book-sellers, 

we See out obscene Bombay, for keeping on sale some obscene books, and 

bEARa tro Tats’ }, says that if the detective officers make enquiries about 
Akhba’r-e-Isla m (120), 29th Page ee 

June. Urdu books of a similar character they are sure to 


come across some. 


42. We aresorry that we have four or five occasions every month to pass 
pik ica , severe comments on the black acts of the police. A 
Govenenent to arrest. the manhad been arrested at Gokik (Belgaum) on a 
evil of ‘the torture of inno- suspicion of theft. The-police beat him so mercilessly 
cent persons by the. police in order to make him confess the crime that the poor 
with a view to extort confes- man ultimately died. A Havildar and two constables 
mir of crimes from them. = have been committed to the Belgaum Sessions (on a 
urakhe (44), 2nd July. : 
charge of having caused the man’s death). Unless 
Government seriously take remedies to arrest the evil, there is no hope of such 
brutal attempts to father offences on innocent persons receiving a check. But 
from past experience we are obliged to remark that the Government has become 


quite deaf and blind in the matter. 
Municipalities. 


43. The Bombay Improvement Bill has not yet received the sanction of 
os: the Supreme Government, and it will be a year or two 
5 Aida 280 porns 4.2 before measures are'taken in accordance with its pro- 
aandtbary condition of some Visions. -Plague has, however, returned to the city 
of the roads anid lanes of the much earlier than was.expected, and for the purpose of 
city. | checking its spread in time it is necessary that the 
Ja'm-e-Jamshed (139), Ist Wynicipal Commissioner should form small search 
July. parties of the members of the Municipal Corporation, 
entrusting them with the work of going about.in the city, examiniag the con. 
dition of the streets in the different wards, and reporting it to the:Municipal Com-_ 
missioner, who on receipt. of these reports should lose no time in getting the 
filthy parts cleaned. A correspondent writes that some of the streets in the 
Fort have becomequite unpassable for the pedestrians. He reports the bye-lanesin 
M4ndvi to be in an extremely filthy state and that the road leading from the 
Elphinstone Road station of the G. I. P. Railway to the David Mills is so dirty 
and stinking with bad smell that it would sarpass in filthiness the streets in the 
pital-df any of the Native States and is evidently the cause of the paleness 
visible in the faces of the poor women and children living in that part. of the 
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dity. The correspondent appeals to each and every member of the Corporation. 
to goand satisfy himself about the state of things described ‘by him. The 
Municipal Commissioner should therefore pay early attention to this matter. 


44, Cannot something be done by our city fathers to improve the 
radia ty Aniee aoe quality of the water supplied by them to the poor 
. Complaint’ regarding the ijtizensof Poona? This is the question that instinct- 
quality of the drinking water ively suggests itself to the mind of the average citi- 
upplied to the citizens of GRE . 

Saan (00 Ltn zen invariably during the months of June to October. 
" Daydn Prakash (8), 27th During these four or five months the water that the 
June. " municipality supplies to citizens is found to be mixed 

“in ~ up with a very large quantity of reddish mud, and is 
hardly. distinguishable from ordinary river water. The municipality makes no 
proper attempt at filtering and otherwise purifying the same, and this state 
of things has gone on undisturbed for years and years together. We know the 
municipality is hard up and is almost verging on bankruptcy for want of funds, 
and has been seriously. handicapped by Government plague measures. But 
one is tempted to ask in all seriousness whether purifying and filtering the 
water-supply of the city is not as important as adopting costly preventive 
plague measures. In fact, pure and wholesome drinking water in sufiicient 
quantities is perhaps the first preventive against epidemic diseases. What 
wonder, then, if cholera should rule with a high hand for weeks together in 
the city of Poona ? | 


Native States. 


45. The Desh: Mitra takes His Highness the Gaikwar of Baroda to task 
for his alleged indifference to works of public utility, 
His Highness the Gaikwar such as bridges in the Navsari and Gandevi Talukas, 
found fault with for his a’ calculated to promote the convenience and welfare 
eged indifference to works ‘ ° ‘ 
of public utility. of his subjects, while he spends large sums of money 
Deshi Mitra (181), 30th in buying or building palatial bungalows outside the 
June. State for himself and incurs heavy expenditure on 
| , personal tours or the tours of his family and children. 
The paper requests the Agent to His Excellency the Governor-General at 
Baroda to draw the attention of the Gaikwar to the desirability of devoting 
State money to public projects such as those alluded to above, in the absence of 


which, the paper says, the people of the State suffer great inconvenience. 


46. Wemay premise that the disturbance at Pilvai is, not the first of 
Fa ee ens a its kind in that place. The Rajputs there have, 
tuchance at Pilvai in the 440M before the time of Khanderao Maharaj, been 
Vijapur Téluka of the Baroda defying the authority of the State and resisting the 
State. attempts at making a land survey of the village. In 
Shri Saydji Vijaya (18), the reign of Maharaja Khanderao the Pilvai people 
Sith, Oe, Hing. oor had resisted with force the making of a survey, and it 
was not without the aid of the military that the work was then completed. 
That survey was, however, not accurate, and it was deemed necessary to survey 
the whole district in a more scientific way. With the exception of a score of 
villages including Pilvai, the division was surveyed. When. the turn came 
for these to be surveyed, the people showed a hostile attitude, But when the 
objects of the Government in undertaking the survey were explained, many of » 
the villages submitted. Others, however, determined to resist to the bitter end. 
-Pilvai was one of these. After some hesitation the authorities resolved , to 
commence the survey of the Barkhali lands of Pilvai, the stronghold of the 
obnoxious Rajputs, A party of surveyors was sent into the village. They were 
intimidated into returning. The police then appeared on the scene and suc- 
ceeded in arresting one of the leaders and some of his followers, Further 
enquiries were going on, when the Thana, where the Sar Fauzdar had put up 
with his prisoners, was attacked by a mob. The Sar Fauzdar was seriously 
wounded and was for a time in a dangerous, if not precarious, condition. The 
risohers were made away with. The authorities were thus forced to call 
ie ‘military ‘from Baroda. A small military force was at once despatched to. 
Vijaptr5* ‘but the maleontents had by that time assembled to the number of. 
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some thousands, armed and prepared to confront the military. They had raised; 
some temporary barricades and had also-secured a gun. ‘The appearance of: 
the military failed to produce the desired effect, The authorities were still 
reluctant to have recourse to force. The: people were informed that if they: 
adopted lawful means, their complaints would receive prompt and reasonable 
consideration. The prisoners and the ringleaders were of course demanded.: 
The cautious and conciliatory attitude of the Government only emboldened the- 
rioters, who rose in their demands and began to dictate terms to the authorities.- 
Matters had thus reached such a pass that the Government had to choose. 
between: two evils, viz., (1) yielding to the unjust. demands and intimidating 
attitude of the mob or (2) using force and enforcing authority at the risk of: 
shedding some blood. The first would have cost the State the total-loss of. 
its prestige. The authorities still hesitated. At last Rao Bahadur Dhamnaskar, 
a trusted and experienced officer of the Government, was sent to the place 
with sufficient powers. He made attempts to bring the people round by peace- 

ful means and offered the offending people some important concessions; But 
allin vain. The people construed the reluctance to resort to arms to mean 
timidity and weakness. They were also led to believe that the Gaikwari Gov- 
ernment had no power to use powder and shot. The irreconcileable attitude 
of the people made it certain that the issue must be settled by arms, More 
military was sent for, further attempts in the meanwhile being made at con- 
ciliation, but with no better success. At last an ultimatum was sent to the 
insurgents. That too was unheeded. It was then resolved to fight these people. 
In the morning of the 3rd June fire was opened and it was not until their. 
leader fell that the people fled away. The fight lasted for a short time. The 
insurgents lost thirteen in killed and wounded, and several arrests were made. 
The Government casualties are reported to be three sepoys wounded. Consider- 
ing the determined attitude of the rebels and their state of preparation it is 
rather surprising that so few lives were lost. The people of Pilvai, and in fact — 
the whole population of the Kadi Division, have thus been taught a wholesome 

lesson, though the loss of even thirteen lives is much to be deplored. The 
Government had assured the people that the survey would be a harmless one, 
and had shown willingness to accord due consideration to any representations 
the people might make. The Government was rather tardy than hasty in 
resorting to arms. One unfortunate circumstance—one which the authorities 
no less than the people greatly regret—occurred in the course of the fight. 
When the fight was going on, and when the people were hurrying away from the | 
village in confusion, some houses caught fire, which soon spread over the whole - 
village. The people had fled, and there was no one to extinguish it. When - 
men were found and a fire-engine had arrived from Vijapur, there was no 
water. Thus almost the whole village was gulped by the fire, and a heavy loss 
of property was added to the other calamities of the people. We learn that 
about 90 men, who were found in arms, have been arrested and will be put 

on their trial. It is not yet certain when the trial will come on; but when it 
comes, we have no doubt the whole truth will come out: We only hope that 
the authorities will not show any spirit of vindictiveness, now that the people 
are crushed. | 


47, However broad and generous our sympathies may be for our enlightened 
Native States, among which we are inclined to give - 
PP apis massacre of SY) 2 the palm to Baroda, we cannot shut our eyes to the 
riots in the Vijepur Taluka ‘€agic incident at Pilvai, almost unprecedented in the 
of the Baroda State and a annals of Baroda. Weare not going to accuse that 
request te the Government of Government at present on account of the action it 
es 2 to enquire into the took, All hg we wish an Jere er ana the 
ee military action, we cannot wilfully shut our eyes to 
ce. Pg aos fre the baacihia tragedy that was enacted in the little 
town. We can never tolerate such barbarity even in the dominions of a 
barbarous chief, much less in those of an enlightened Prince like His Highness — 
Sayaji Rao, who entirely owes his present position to the magnanimity of the . 
mount power... Whether the action was justifiable or not, we must not 
hésitate to express our opinion that the despatch of such a large force to a poor 
village was not only a deplorable blunder, but a most unstatesmanlike actfor ° 


which the persons responsible must be brought to book, Under the circum- 
stances we think it the imperative duty of the paramount power to enter into a 
thorough and impartial investigation of this atrocity. We cannot allow even a 
reformed Native State to tarnish the fame of Englanc for humanity by such bar- 
batous and ill-advised acts as have been reported in connection with this little: 
ill-fated town of Pilvai. Let the facts be sifted and let the delinquents, 
whoever they may be, be brought to the bar of justice. It will never do to hush 
2 a matter so serious as this. And we repeat, it would be a grave dereliction of 

duty on the part of the Government of India, which is direetly responsible for 
the good government of Baroda, to neglect to cause the necessary investigation 
to be made. Let us know the truth which led to the sanguinary deed, and, 
secondly, as to the particulars themselves of that horrible butchery, whereby poor 
innocent men, women and even children have lost their lives. [The Mumbai 
Vaibhav (67) of the 27th June also expresses similar sentiments. ] 


48. What may be the matter with Baroda and its Prince? We stated 
* Hind (112), 26th some months ago in these columns that all was not 
Jute, ag. et ot going right at Baroda, and every news that reaches 
us confirms that view. In fact, we fear, things are 
growing worse. As an instance, we have to point out the awful tragedy which 
has lately been committed by order of the State at Vijapur. Has the Government 
of India been made aware of this terrible tragedy and of the persons responsible 
for it? In our opinion, it is absolutely inexcusable, even supposing the villagers 
were in the wrong. The whole matter, in our opinion, is far from creditable to 
the State and its Prince. It detracts not a little from the humanity and enlight- 
enment of the Gaikwar. Perhaps he is not blameable, Perhaps he came to 
know of the fact after the bloody deed was perpetrated. Be-that as it may, 
the paramount power must demand an explanation from him, and if it be satis- 
factory, proclaim it to all India, and if unsatisfactory it should lose no time to 
institute an impartial investigation. This kind of butchery ought never to be 
tolerated in a Native State like. Baroda for which we have a high regard. 


49, If the account given by some of our contemporaries about the Pilvai 

| affairs be true, we can safely remark that the villagers 

Observations on the Pilvai have been unnecessarily oppressed. The amount of 

— State) affair. damage caused by the action of the Baroda military 

ydyadarshak (150), Ast 

July. is estimated at one kror of rupees. What can the poor 

villagers do? Perhaps His Excellency the Viceroy, 

on receipt of ‘the information about the high-handedness of the Gaikwari 

authorities, might ask for an explanation from the Resident, but even then it is 

doubtful whether the Resident will feel so much for the subjects as he would 

feel for His Highness. Alas for the oppression in a Native State under the British 

Government! There is no one who has any.sympathy for the inhabitants of 

Pilvai. We request the State authorities to give publicity to the facts about 
the Pilvai affairs so as to restore peace in the public mind. 


50. The Svadesh Bandhu does’ not agree with those of its contemporaries 
Svadesh Bandhu (159) which find fault with the Gaikwari authorities and the 
oul Gees fo” (15%), Baroda military in connection with the Pilvai affair, 
and thinks that the Rajputs have been justly punish- 
ed for their folly. The paper, however, regrets the loss caused to other innocent 
villagers, and requests His Highness the Gaikwar to appoint a special Commis- 

~ sioner to enquire into. the whole affair. 


' Tieltiqense satanaial fr rom the Press. 


51. ‘Though plague and famine have taken their departure, a new calamity 

ba _.; has overtaken the Nasik District.and is: disturbing the 

Danger of dacoities in the ‘peace of the minds of the peopleto no inconsiderable 

cron erage bd . extent, The dacoit-is abroad and is giving no end of 

7 ‘Dads 69), 30th June. _trouble to many innocent folks. So long the report. was 
Mort 03 that the Marwari was the special object: of the dacoit’s 

tions, ut of late Patels and Kulkarnis andeven common traders and police 
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constables are included in the list of his victims. So the evil has become a 
crying one, indeed, and deserves to be speedily redressed by Government. A 
deputation of Marwaris recently waited upon the Collector of Ndsik-and they were 
assured by him that Government would be willing to give them additional police 
aid, provided each village undertook to bear a portion of the extra cost involved. 
The Collector also promised to give licenses to carry arms to persons of known 
respectability. It is only when the co-operation of the people is sought in some » 
such way that the nefarious practices of the dacoits will be brought under control. 
If weapons are placed in the hands of villagers the dacoits will be scared away 
in no time. Weapons have a magical influence that way. We hope that Gov- 
ernment will no longer connive at the evil on specious considerations, ot 


52. A news-letter writer gives intelligence in 

_ . the Jdm-e-Jamshed that a gang of dacoits recently 

“ aa re : dacoits 1" ¢ommitted some depredation in the Mokhdda subdivi- 
an hed (139), oy, sion of the Thana District causing grievous hurt to 
June, ae some Marwaris by cutting their noses and burning 


their account books, 


53. The same paper gives information of a party of dacoits having 

| entered a liquor shop in Shéh4apur, and after cutting 

Dacoities in Thina and, the ears of the shopkeeper robbed him of gold and 

Nasik ta 7(139), 30th SUver ornaments worth about Rs. 800. Similar 

j — ne attacks are said to have been made on two European 

residents of Igatpuri, the property stolen amounting 

to Rs. 1,150. In all these depredations, adds the paper, one Haibatiya Lakshman 
is said to be the ringleader. 


54. The Loka Seva publishes a notice over the signatures of Kanaras 

Mayaram, Hondlakchand Kevalchand and _ seven 

Intended public meeting others, convening a public meeting in the Vijayé- 

at Nasik to <a ny rapid nand Theatre at Nasik, to consider the steps, such as 

reais hey joe en in that representation to the authorities, that should be 
aiatrict. | : taken to arrest the evil of dacoities which is provi 

- Loka Seva (59), 80th June. a source of considerable annoyance and trouble to the 

people in the Nasik District, since some of the dacoits 

are armed with weapons with which they cut off the noses and ears of their 

victims, | 

55. The Rdjahansa observes that thefts and dacoities have become 

common and everyday occurrences in the district of 

Alleged frequency of thefts Dharwdr notwithstanding the constant attempts of 


mat oe aa in the Dhérwar Qovernment to check them and the transfers of 


Ra'jahansa (166), 29th some police officersfrom Dhérwar. The paper thinks _ 


June. ree that the police force stationed in places where such 
depredations take place is not sufficiently strong to 

cope with the evil. It draws the attention of the police authorities to this 

aspect of the matter and hopes that they will take steps to arrest the evil. 


56. <A correspondent of the Nyaya Sindhu, in giving an account of a 
dacoity which is said to have occurred at Shelvihire 
Dacoity at Shelvihire near near Rajur in the Akola Taluka of the Ahmednagar 
oat Mg the Ahmednagar istrict, PR gg 2 30 armed dacoits reo to the 
en an shop of a Bania named Gulabsing and demanded 
Nya'ya Sindhu (72), 27th FOF 14 Rs, 1,000 and on his failing to comply with 
their request his house was set on fire, he and his 
~ servants were killed and the metha (clerk) lost his nose and ears. The Chief 
Constable of Akola with a police party visited the village after the occurrence 
to investigate into the matter, but has not yet succeeded in tracing the dacoits, 
‘he authorities should strengthen the police force in this part of the district to 
ensure the safety of life and property of the people. | 
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57. A daring dacoity took: place at Bagalkot (Bijépur) ott the night of the 
2 2ist June. The house of one Venkanna Naik was 
A daring dacoity at Bagal- broken open by dacoits numbering between 100 and 


rN Rs 200, and property amounting to one Jakh of rupees 
opis iak Vaibhav (174) was stolen. The dacoits before entering the house 


had taken the precaution of chaining the front. doors 
of all neighbouring houses from outside so that their inmates could noé stir out 
to render any assistance. The police did not offer any resistance to the dacoits 
while engaged in their work of plundering, which lasted for about an hour and 
a half, The owner-of the house, Venkanna, was very severely belaboured by 
the dacoits. . 


58. Yet one more dacoity is added to the many that have been committed 
ee a of late in our unfortunate province. This time the 
Dacoitios in Sind. June, scone.of dacoity is Nawab Shah-jo-Goth. The victim 
thee. ods C9), 25th eame, ig, of course as usual, a Bania, who has been, if 
the report says true, robbed of property worth seven 
thousand rupees. mee 


59. For several years past party spirit has been pe ee high among the 

lee te me Bhandéris of Nevre village (Ratnégiri). A general 
too cant es of Bhandé. SCcUfile between the rival parties took place on the 
ris of the Village of Nevre in 21st of June last. One man was so injured as to 
the Ratndgiri District. necessitate his removal to the hospital. Complaints 

Satya Shodhak (82), 26th, have been lodged. before the Magistrate in the matter 
rane and petitions forwarded to the authorities to take 
measures for preserving the peace of the village. It is better (in our opinion) 
to take precautionary measures in time than to impose a punitive police on the 
village after a serious disturbance has taken place. 


60. A.man in Hongal in the Dharwér District had no male issue. His 
anxiety for getting one knew no bounds. When, 
oe. on isc, therefore, his wife had far advanced into pregnancy, 
Tilak is held by people inthe he vowed that if she gave birth toason through 
mofussil, = =__ Mr. Tilak’s merits, the baby would be named. after 
Shri Saydjs Vijaya (18), him. Andlo! As if to humour the man’s supersti- 
35ch Fant, ENG, O99, tion, or to load Mi, Tilak with still greater glory, 
Providence gratified his wishes, Great rejoicing in the family followed, and on 
the twelfth day of the baby’s birth the name of Zilaknath was bestowed. on it. 
The man did not know Mr. Tilak’s personal name; nor was there any one in 
the village who could read it underneath Mr. Tilak’s portrait which he had in 
his possession. He had no alternative, therefore, but to adopt the queer com- 
pound, and bestow it on his child with great pomp and ceremony. Will the 
authorities learn from this incident, for the news of which we are indebted to 
our brother of the Kdlidds, the lesson it is calculated to teach? Let us hope 
-_ they will do it for the sake of their country as well as of the British 
mpire. ik 


G. M. SA’THE, 


Reporter on the Native Press. 
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The Bombay East In@ian ...  ..  ...| Bomba ooo onef Weekly ove one 

Champion... ee8 eee eee eee Do. . eee eee Do. . 
» iy Prakash ... seo ues cel ROUND. 

Indian Spectator and Voice of India .. or 
Karachi Chronicle Ste sei .»-| Karachi coe, ef DO. ase 
99 Kaéthidwar Times eee eos eee Rajkot eee eee Daily see 

see] COODR ove oe seal WOOKIT 4... ce 


99 Mahratta e086 ee6e eée eee 
ice se »».| Kardchi eee .».| Bi-weekly ont 
» Quarterly Journal of the Poona Sarva- 
janik Sabha eee eee eer eee Poona... eee eee Quarterly eee 


Oc 3S Cth & bb 


10 | » Sind Times a ee .| Karachi soe = oe Bi-weekly iv 200 
| | ANGLO-MarR(tTal. | 


11 | The Din Bandhu _... vr ee bei 
12 Dnyan Chakshu eee eee eee eee 
13 ee ee 
14 ” Indu Prakash ... eee eee coe Do. eee J 
15 | » Kémgdror Workman ...  .... ...1 ~Do. coe = one] Weekly .,, ‘ 
16 » ative Opition ... . ves oso sat DO. eee = ove] Bi-weekly oo 
17 » Prabhakar eve vin coe evel . Do. oes io ins ott 
18 » Shri Saydji Vijay ooo =—seve = weet Baroda... 00. aa Bi-weekly coe 
19 | 4, Subodh Patrika ... oo’ tee so OMY oes ooo) Weekly ... coe 
20 »» Sudhdrak,., oo “~ 00 seo} Poona... ih a ee an oe 
| Vartéhar ... yes ek es .«| Bombay See ae a we iia 


MaRATHI, 


92 | The Aram _.... a .  eeef Bombay ene .».| Fortnightly _,., 500 ] 
93 9 Arunodaya& eee o> ooo] LANA... eee eee Weekly eee eos 740 ft! 
24 ” A'ryavart oes eee oe eee Dhulia... eee ee Do. bee al 905 bg 
25 i ees jas ae ~ ...| Ratnagiri... e Bes ea - 290 . 
36 » Belgaum Samachar ‘i a ---| Belgaum - ak. Ee ee ai 315 4 
27 9 Bhut eve ese eee eee eee Bombay ee <i Fortnightly ae 1,000 i 4 
23 | ,, Chandanshu vee © ewe] TAsgaon cos - oss] WOOKEF ... e 100 2 
29 , Chandrakant ose ek ce oe) eae a 200 BY 
30 y Chandrodaya “i és ..| Chiplun eS a. ae eel 250 , 
ol 9 Chikitsak... eee ee TT) Belgaum see ie Do. eee 750 PY 
32 » Chitragupta .. * nt Karad ... xe ol aes oot 200 is 
30 5 Datvadnya Mitra coe oe eo» Bombay “ -»o| Monthly oes 500 4 
34 »» Daivadnya Samachar ... in e Do. én a Caer 008 - 300 4 
35 » Dawenin Veit... a. " .| Kolhdpur  ... _— eee} Weekly .., oo 150 if 
36 » Deshakdlavartamdn ... .. ef Erandol ws wot DO, © vss 45 4 
37 5, Dhanada... 4 a | Vengurla ... _ ...| Fortnightly ‘i 700 a 
38 » Dhdrwar Vritt ... » ese] Dhérwér .,,. woo} Weekly ... ee 750 4 
39 °9 Dhureen eee eee is ee eos Belgaum eee eee Do. eee ee 500 ] 
40 9 Dnyan Prakash Th ee eve eee Poona we eee eve Do. ° 1,0C0 f % 
4l 99 Dnyan ip oad eee eee ese “ed Kolhapur eve eee Do. ee 990 i 1 
42 (o” Ganga l eos eee eee eee Nasik eee ee ee Do. ee 900 if 
43 ! 99 Gurékhbi ea sa aia ay eee Bombay eee e006 Do. ° eee 1,200 Hi 
Ete oe ee - ow | Daily ove 4,000 pall 
45 » Hindu Punch .. i " ...| Thana ... - oot Weekly ... ons 600 Ht 
46 99 Jagadidarsh eee see eee eee Ahmednagar eee eee Do. ee 300 aR 
47 , Jagad-hitechchhu Clik eee a: ee eee ee 4,500 
48 » dagatsamachiar ... a ae .o| Thana ... _ su: See | See oni 600 
49 9 K l ese eee eee eee 260 Poona vee ees eve Do. see ee 1,208 
50 + K4lidés eee eee ee eee 200 Dharwér eee eee Do. eee 250 
51 ” Kalpataru... os oes ee Sholdpur eo vee Do. ee oe 400 
62 9 Karmanuk eee eee eee ee Poonadce eho oe Do. eee eee 2,500 
53. | ,, Keral Kokil ... o. «+ — oeo| Bombay soe aeey BORER ove ————-v0e 2,000 
$4 99 Kesari eee eee ry) eee eee Poona... eee eee Weekly eee nae 8,000 
55 | ,, Kh&ndesh’Chitragupta... .. «| Dhulia ao a a ee 125 
56 », Khadndesh Vaibhav _... oo reef Do. mon wine Seg ek v8 370 
57 9 Khara Prakar ere | eee te° See Bombay ‘wee ene Monthly eee eee 3,000 
§8 99 Kumtha Vritt eee eee eee one Kumta eee eee Weelsly : eee 206 
69 ” Lokaseva eee eee eee eee oe Nasik eco eee oe Do. . eco on 
60 ” Madatizis eee » ee eee eee eee Ratnagiri eee eee Do. eee ed 600 
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€3 9 Mahérishtra Mitra eee eee gee . S4tara oce ece eee Do eos ove 256 

4 9 Mahérashtra Vritt ow vee ‘eo Do. ose ‘ene val Do. ees ee 5¢ 
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65 | The Mitrodaya 


Moda Vritt 


Mumbai Vaibhav 
Nagar Samfchér... 
Nasik Vaibhav ... 


Nfsik Vritt 


Nipéni Vaibhav ... 


Nydya Sindhu 


Panchdnan 


Pandhari Bhushan 


Pandhari Mitr& ... 


Pen Samachar 

Poona Vaibhav 
- Prabodh Chandrika 
Prabodh Ratn& 
Pratod eee 


Réghav Bhushan 


Satya Shodhak 
_ Satyavakta 


Shikshak ... 


Sholapur Samach4r 


Shubh Suchak 


Sudarshan 


Sudhakar 
-Sumant 


Tukérém ... 
Vartddarsha 


_Vartéhar ... 


Vartaénidhi 
Vatandaér... 


Vengurla Vritt 


Vidya Vilas 


_Vikshipta ... 
Virashaivamata P 


Vritiasdr ... 


Vritt Sindhu 


rakésh 


Vividh Dny4n Vistér ... 


Vritt Sudha ‘he ‘an 
Vy4pari_... eee 
ANGLO-GUJARA’TI. 
The Broach Sam4chér _ ‘ae 
Deshabhakta see he 
Gujarati... ‘i oe 
Gujarat Mitr’... ‘ 
Gujard4t Satya Samsher .,. 
Hindi Pune moe sh 
 Hindusthén sins a 
Independent “se ¥s 
_Kaiser-e-Hind _,.. aa 
» Kathidwdr News... eos 
Praja Bandhu soe 
Rast Goftar hae ase 
». Shri SayAji Vijaya oe 
Surys’ Prakash _,., a 
GUJARATI. 
The Ahmedabad Times sa 
Ajab eee eee eee 
A hb4r-e-Islam eee eee 
Akhb4re Soddgar se 
Arajadar eee eee roan 
A'ry& Dharm Prakfsh ,,. 
Bhim Sen... a 
_ Bombay Samachar i 
Broach Mitra... ope 
Buddhi Prak4sh .,, se 
Cambay Gazette ... ove 
Chandras ... vibe poe 
; Chhatra ti eee @e0 
Deshi Mitr& ove awe 
_ Din Mani 08 see 
: Dny4én Sudha eee eee 
Dny4u Vardhak ,.. .,.. 
Fursad _ 80 ees ace 
Gap Sap eee eoe eee 


ie Bijépur 
.| Vengurla 


.».| Bombay 
...| Akalkot 
.| Bombay 


ce a 


.| Kérwar... 
| Satara ... 
ee| POONA ..- 


"| Rajkot... 


...| Ahmedabad 


...| Dombay 
...| Baroda 
sf Surat a 


...| Ahmedabad - 


»»»| Broach 


.»»| Cambay 
| Surat ... 


4 Kolhpur 


| Ahmedabad . 


Oi es 
| eer 
Monthly ... 
Weekly ... 
a 
Bk eee 
per 


ae, Do. eee 
ooo Weekly ... 
098 Monthly eee 
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i 
Weekly ... 
De. | eee 
Dor... 
Monthly .., 
Do. eee 


Do. .. 


Fortnightly | 
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187 | The Gul Afshén ow we «ae oe eof Monthly... &. 500 
. 138 9 Hitechchhu eee eee ee ese Ahmedabad eve eee Weekly eve eee 500 
ee eee | ea © a ie a 
140 ” Jan } eee eee ee ese eee Godhra eee eee Wee ly ts ee 938 
141 9 Kac ha Samach4r eee eee eee Bombay ese eee Do. eee eee 500 
142 | ,, Kaira Khetiwddi Patri... ... «| Nadidd oes. te cos a §30 
143 ee re ..| Kaira ae w.| Weekly ... vise — ® 
144 » Kathidwadno Himéyati... “ »»o| Ahmedabad ... jock CN te ees 400 
145 | ,, Ké&athidwdr Krishi “a tt wo «» .] Tri-monthly —.., 200 
146 » Ka&thidwadr Times,,, has RY woof RAjkot Sy eo] Bi-weekly oi 450 
147 99 Kelavni ee68 e608 eee eee Baroda * eee Monthly ee6@ aee 800 
148 »» KhojaSam&chér... .. . — ...| Bombay + ged SEOUEE es a ees 
149 99 Nure Elam . 8e6e ree eee eee Do. 3 ee ee68 Mont eee eee 300 
de | ee ae | immer oma see 250 
15l ry) Praja Mitra vee eee eee eee Karachi - TT) Bi-wee ly ee 350 
152 9 Praja Pokar TT) ees bee eee urat eee Weekly eee eee 800 
153 » Rajyabhakté _... 80 “ .ee| Bombay ceo] DOs: see we 1,200 
154 9 Samsher Béahédur roe sie eée Ahmedabad eee Do. eee eee 300 
155 » Satyavakta see ‘sete eet OMA ee ee 500 
156 » Stri Bodh... jaa ‘i <- ja 2 .. . eof Monthly ... a 300 
157 99 Stri Mitrs eee eee cee ee6 Do. eae ee Do. eee eee 500 
158 »» Surat Akhbér _..., a a ia ee a 800 
159 ” Svadesh Bandhu eee eee eee eee Mahudha eee see Do. eee ees 250 
160 | ,, Udichya Hitechchhu Patri ... ...,; Ahmedabad ...  ...| Monthly... 600 
161 , Vaishnava... ea i ss .| Bombay ro ...| Fortnightly _—_,,, 200 
162 A ee ee | Kaira oe | Weekly ,,, oon 325 
oS Vee a ..| Bombay evi eo 600 
ANGLO-Ka’NARESE. 
164 | The Hubli Patr’ ao: ade eae. ae ee ‘a 150 
ENGLIsH, MaRATHI AND KANARESE. 
1 | Vig Kemdek Pa... «. «leew. Weekly... 400 
166 99 Rajahansa e ee yy) eee Do. es eee Do. ere eee 200 
Ka’NARESE. : 
167 The Chandroday’ mre ee eee ° Dharw4r eee eee Weekly eee eee 200 
a0G- = - Baepdiok Veritt ... | oss — -voe-—_--anal Oe aT” Go. ee 800 
169 99 Loki Bandhu ee TY) eee Do. eee eee Do. eee oe 300 
oe 1 Be  ke  e me ee ee 200 
171 | ,, Saty& Vritt i oe a ol ee ane 200 
172 | |, Subodh Chandrika .. «. «| Hubli... .».| Fortnightly " 150 
MARa’THI AND Ka’NARESE. | 
173 The Chandrika eee eoe eee Bagalkot eee eee Weekly ee eee 100 
174 9 Karnitak Vaibhav eee eee eee Bijapur eee °° a eee eee 300 
175 9 Siddheshvar eee . eee eee Do. eee vee 0. eee eee 150 
176 | 5, Vichéri a “a = lee # rf DO. vee ee 453 
ENGLISH AND HINDI. 
177 | The Pandit Se ae eee} POONA... wae oo} Weekly ... ‘aa 1,500 
| HINDI. 
178 {The Shri Venkateshvar Samdebér ... .«.| Bombay vee eve| Weekly ... ea 6,000 
URDU. 
179 (The Ainai-Hind 2.0 eae ve] Bombay — 00 .nnef Monthly one aes 500 
180 99 Alam Aphroz Bambai .. eee eee Do. eee eee Se aed eee 300 
181] 99 Azad Punch ie ee ove eee so ee oe Do Y vee wet "100 
182 »» India Gazette «+ ove eee ove Do aes ~ D a rise ite 
183 99 Jah4numa... Ata eee eee ee Do. eee eee Do. eee eee eee 
184 9 onde neme eee eee eee Do. cee eee Do. eee eee eee 
185 99 k ul-e-Aaium ee TY) eee . as eee ° ses eee eee 
186 99 Munsif-i-Deccan ... eee 000 tee Ahmednagar — nia = _ — 8 
187 | ,, Muslim Herald ... eo ete. ee 7 ae - y, <a 1,500 
188 > Naydr-i-Islam eee eee ee ee Do. eee o08 Do y ose eee "50 
189 99 Punch Eahdiur eee see eee eee Do. e608 eee Do. eee 6@- 300 
190. 99 Safir... ; eee eee eee ese eee Do. eee oe Daily eee eee 
191 99 Sult4n-ul-Akhbfr... eee eee eee Do. oP 7 3 —_ oe 900 
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fe. | . Names of Newopapers. 7 ace of Publication. | Editioe, Copies i#vued. 


Excise, Mara’rat awp Gusapa'tr. fais | 
192 |The Baroda Vatsal .. .. nf Baroda wee, ae] Weekly wwe] SO 


ENGLIsH, Mara’tu1, Guyana’?! 


- . 


aNd Konkan. | | 
198 | The Garibéncha Kaivéri (Amicus Pauperam) Bombay .., «| Fortnightly...) 1,600 


Mara’sut AND Umpv. 


194 | The Guibarga Samaéchér ... ... .{Gulbarga ... | Weekly «. a 450 
: | 
ANGLO-Sinp1. 
195 |TheLux... ... ©... as os | Hyderabad (Sind) <..| Fortnightly 4...) + 
196 ay Prabhat eee eee ec eee ee Do. ete Weekly ite inn 450 
SINDI- | : ) 
197 |The Khairkhsh .. on | Karéchi | Weekly ... | 1,000 
198 99 Muin-ul-Isl4m eee eee eee eee Do. | ' ‘@00 eos Do, eee eee 300 
199 | » Sind Sudhfr a ee “i Do. is wi 2 ue 500 
ANGLO-PORTUGUESE. 
200 {0 lo-Lusitano _... or je soe} Borabay ve ...| Weekly ... en 1,000 
201 o letim Indiano ... <a ee oa “we ee a vei a 
| PORTUGUESE-KONKANI. | | 


202 |The Luso-Concanim ... + «+ | Bombay .., «| Weekly 550 


Notes.—A. The notices from the different Newspapers have been collected in the Report under different heads 
which are printed in italics. 

B. The names of Newspapers are printed in the margin of the Report in italics, and the number of the News 
paper in the above list is printed in brackets after the name, 


©, The system of spelling vernacular words followed by the Reporter is the same as that adopted in the 
Official Spelling List of the Bombay ream y mg One peculiar feature of this system is taat wnen the long (a Ff 
or d) is the last letter of a word, the accent is left out, and the short a(3 =u in gun) is, to prevent confusion, 
never placed at the end ‘of a word, This rule has been strictly followed, except that when the short a appears to be 
absolutely necessary to complete the pronunciation of a word, asin Arunodaya or the well-known Mitra, it is printed 
with a mark over it to indicate that it isshort, thus--d, : 


D. The figures giving the circulation or number of copies published of each newspaper and pericdical as 
furaished by the proprietor, are not guaranteed as accurate, andfin some instances must be regarded with o ution. 
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7 
Politics and the Public Administration, . 


1. After narrating an episode from an ancient quasi-historical Sanskrit 
| _ work named the Mahdbhérat, according to which a 
Alleged ill-treatment of Brahmin sage named Vasistha, well known for his 
at a, citteiion te practice of austere and devout penance, would sot, 
the former. : though much persecuted, admit the claim of Vishvé- 
Kdlide’s (50), lst July. mitra, also a sage of great reputation, but. belonging 
to the Kshatriya or warlike class,to the character. of 
Brahmarshi or Brahmin-sage, until the latter gave up his revengeful propensities 
and repented for having done deeds unworthy of a Brahmarshi, and defining 
the term Vasistha to mean men of good moral character, great learning, charity, 
magnanimity and similar other qualities of the heart unmixed with passion, tacitly 
implying Natives, and the term Vishvdmitra as signifying men who are ferocious, 
heartless, selfish and possessed of similar other qualities akin to passion, evidently 
meaning Europeans, the a‘lida’s tenders the following piece of advice :— 
Though the present is not the (golden) age and there are no Brahmin-sages like 
Vasistlia, there is yet in us some remnant of their great merit, However great 
the persecution to which we may be subjected by the Anglo-Indians of the 
present day, and though they may make our brethren undergo incarceration 
and treat us like beasts in various ways, we will preserve our virtue and 
moral goodness until the Vishvamitras attain the qualities of a Brahmarshi or 
Brahmin-sage. When those whostyle us dacoits, and who being posséssed of a 
suspicion of sedition have entered or are entering upon our persecution, are 
satisfied about the real facts by means of their own acts, they will, after some 
time, like Mr. Crowe, District Judge of Poona, feel repentance and mix with us, 
and our people should remember this and patiently continue their penance. 


2. The Mahdrdshtra Mitra reads 2 long sermon to the Hindus on what it 
sinisintvaneiiaies itm calls their irreligiousness, observing that the recent 
the part of the Hindus and Visitations of plague, cyclones, earthquakes, &ec., in 
the consequent misery atthe India are nothing but indications of divine wrath 
hands of British Govern- towards the Hindus for their neglect of their religion, 
ment. aa, and -earnestly recommending them to pacify God’s 
BP a adh Aira Mine (09);  gakes’ by penitence and observance of some propi- 
oe tiatory ceremonies. The paper en passant deals a- 
side blow to the British Government as under :— What is it, if not a sign of God’s 
wrath, that the Europeans should kick and box the Hindus—nay, sometimes kill 
them, fire shots (at them) taking them for beasts, give slaps on the face of a respect- 
able Hindu graduate, and do similar other things the like of which have never 
before happened and will never happen in future.under the British Government ? 
Why else have courts of justice begun to present a scene like that of “ making a 
gift to a man out of his own present,” and why are persons arrested and thrown 
into prison, their property and villages attached and starvation caused thereby ? 
Why were respectable and good men imprisoned for sounding cymbals? In 
short, such things are God’s doings and Englishmen are in no way responsible 


for them. 


8. Debtors, through fear of the creditors taking steps, make all possible 
arrangements for payment of debts. But none seem 
Present condition of the to have ever thought of the debt they owe to their 
people of India and the debt g@oyntry in the matters of religion and trade. ‘The 
pe Ae we to their mother- failure in the discharge of this debt leads to sin, for 
Cura kh (44), 4th July. which one has to suffer both in this and in the next 
oe world. Had it not been for the loss of unity, in- 
dustry and fellow-feeling amongst us, we should never have been subjected to 
such an oppressive foreign rule. Our indifference in performing our duties 
towards the country has brought upon us all kinds of calamities and put us 
in constant fear of the total loss of vitality amongst us. Matters may, however, 
take a favourable turn if people take a warning from their present condition 
and help the patriots in one way or other and try to get rid of the debt they 
owe to their country. - ) 
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4. Many European officers have from time to time expressed their opinion 
in favour of admitting Natives into the adminis- 
tration of India, The Secretaries of State used to 
reply to such requests saying that there were no fit men 
among the Natives. at objection is there to the 

appointment of Mr. R. C. Dutt to the India Council, 

| since he has officiated in the responsible post of a 

Commissioner in the Bengal Presidency ? The Secretary of State has disappoint- 

ed the public by appointing a European to fill up a recent vacancy in that 

Council. It is no wonder that he who has compelled the Government of India 

to enforce a rigorous law of sedition should dosuchathing. It does notcertainly 


behove a true politician to disconcert the people in this manner. 


Appointment of Mr. Romesh 
Ohander Dutt as a member 
of the India Council de- 


sired, 
‘Bakul (25), 8rd July. 


5. The Deshi Mittra requests Government to explain without delay what 


writings they consider inflammatory and to give neces- 
Request to the Bombay sary instructions to the Magistrates on thal gab ject, if 
they wish well of the press, as the amended Criminal 
Procedure Code has comeinto force from the Ist in- 
stant, and expresses fear that if the request be not 
complied with the Magistrates willsummon the editors 
to their presence and take them to task even for inno- 


Government in connection 
with the amended Oriminal 
Procedure Code regarding 
inflammatory writings. 

Deshi Mitra (131), 7th 
July. 


cent writings, pointing to the instances in which the editors of the Mahrdtia 
and some other newspapers were summoned by the Magistrates of Poona and 


Surat. 


6. We said only last week that if soldiers could be disciplined like 


Lawlessness of British sol- 
diers and the alleged in- 
dulgence shown to them by 
the Government. 


machines physically, why not morally? Soldier or 
civilian, surely the laws of the realm must be obeyed ; 
and if they are persistently disobeyed, is:it impossible 
for those in authority to bring the disobedient to 


book? But the fact is that they have pampered the 
7 British soldier in India for years past, so that he has 
come to fancy himself to be an absolute monarch, whose right to kill the * nigger ”’ 
or to assault the modesty of the helpless and innocent “nigger”? woman there 
is none to dispute—neither the regimental commandant, nor, for that matter, the 
Magistrate, the Judge and the jury. All must treat his atrocious barbarities 
and beastly lusts as so much eccentricity, quite allowable for the privilege of 
wearing Her Majesty’s uniform in India! But has it ever occurred to the 
winking authorities that such conduct on the part: of the British soldiery only 
diseraces Her Majesty's uniform and brings into extreme ill odour Her 
Majesty’s Government P And may it be further asked whether the same 
soldiery dare play similar atrocious and shocking pranks when wearing Her 
Majesty’s uniform in England? There can be but one answer to the question, 
and that in the emphatic negative. 


47. Itis reported that the European Engineer in Behar, who fired on a 
marriage procession as he was disturbed by the pro- 
cessional music, has been found guilty and sentenced 
to pay a fine of Rs. 800. We confess we cannot 
believe in the report. A sentence of fine only for a 
proved guilt of firmg a gun at a whole procession ! 
Certainly we cannot reconcile the facts with the deci- 
sion and the penalty, For if both are real, as they 
have been reported to be, then we have to declare 
that we think justice has bidden adieu to this land. We could have under- 
stood if the guilt itself had been held not proved by the jury or the 
Magistrate; for the difficulties in the way of the police in collecting evidence 
against an European offender, or those in the way of the Judge or an English 
jury in believing in the guilt of a European offender on the evidence 
generally of Native witnesses, are many and various.. And so we can 
easily de ourselves to believe that the Europeans are quite innocuous 
‘beings and that they are oftentimes troubled for nothing with criminal charges, 


Ohampion (2), 8rd July. 


Comments on the decision 
and the sentence passed on 
the accused in the case in 
which a European Engineer 
in Behar was charged with 
the offence of firing a gun at 
Q marriage procession. 

Mahratta (7), 3rd July. 


But to hold a man, though a European—though, we say, he be a European. 
holding the highest office or claiming Aias sirens Teton ‘blood in his ei 
guilty of firing a gun at a procession and yet to sentence him toa fine 

i of Rs. 800 is simply absurd. We are not yet prepared to believe that 

such prostitution of justice can take place in India under British rule. There 

must be at least some redeeming facts to make the sentence of fine justifiable. 

We think a correction of the report, if possible, should soon be made. For, 
people have already had their attention drawn to the wonderful statement made 

by Mr. Alfred Webb that not a single European was ever hanged in India for 

killing a native, though the cases of deaths of Natives at the hands of Europeans 

were reported to be many. Then again they have it fresh in their mind that 

some natives in Calcutta were the other day sentenced to rigorous imprisonment 

for two years each for a mere assault on a European in the plague scare. Two 

years of hard labour for assault and a fine only for firing a gun upon a crowd 

is rather irreconcileable, and so we request the Press Committee to be so good as 

to publish the real facts in the case as soon as possible. 


8. Alfred Charles Parker, who was charged with having thrown a Native 

“ bi acces SO into ry a _ the Bunds at Poona and 
Mae oe ae was committed to the Sessions, was acquitted by the | 
ee at the Bom- Sessions Judge in accordance with ihe veel of the 
Guydkhi (44), 4th July. § jury. Itis in keeping with the usual practice that 

| a white man should be declared innocent. Would 

Mr. Justice Strachey have acquitted a Hindu if, being of the same age as Parker 
and having the same object as he had, he had treated a European lady similarly ? 


9. A better scheme than that of Press Committees could not have -been 
invented to strike a blow at the independence of the 
Disapproval of the Press press. An editor, conscious of the jealous vigilance 
Committees in the Bombay of the District Magistrate and police, and frequently 
hry OE OI. subjected to cross-examination and lecture by th 
Shri Saydji, Vijaya (18), J y te 
Ond July, Eng. cols. former, can hardly possess the heart to pronounce 
: independently and impartially on the doings of the 
local authorities. He will either observe silence on subjects which may be of 
the greatest local importance, or suppress and conceal his own thoughts and feel- 
ings, and write so as to please the local magnates. Thus the press, which ought 
to be a check and a source of information to the Government officials, is likely 
to become either worthless'or slavish. A Radical Peer will thus have the unique 
distinction of having invented and carried outa scheme, of which even a 
Conservative of the present day may well feel ashamed, And all this for what ? 
 o ferret out sedition which does not and cannot exist. The educated Native is 
the creature of the British rule. His revilers do not seem to give him credit 
for the instinct of self-preservation, when they accuse him of being seditious. 
If then there is no sedition, properly so called, where is the necessity for 


this Press Inquisition ? 


10, Though it is not long sinee the Press Committees were established, the 
press has come to know their real nature. People seem 
Attitude of the Poona Press to be mistaken in regarding them as intermediaries 
Committee towards the Ad’ hetween the Government and the Native press who 
tials g eae”. wal attempt to remove any misunderstanding that 
Dhureen (39), 30th June. may crop up between them. It may be that Govern.-. 
ment have brought into existence this new machi- 
nery, which is both unjust and oppressive, with a view to deprive editors of their 
liberty of criticism. We see no reason ee these Committees should have been 
appointed at all, if the work now entrusted to them is being properly done ny 
the Native Press Reporter. From the attitude of the Poona Committee toward: 
the local press we are led to believe that the nourishing of good feeling between 
the press and the Government does not form a part of its duties. In short, 
we cannot make out the object Government had in view in creating the Press 
Committees. If these Committees are authorised to abuse editors right and 
left, we think the latter should rather submit to trials. before Courts of justice 
than attend the office of the Press Committee when: called, “As for the Kal’s 
‘apology, we believe its editor to be in the wrong. If there had been good 


10» 
grounds for the statements:made by the paper, it ought not to have apologised: 
simply out of fear of the Collector's displeasure, ms 


11. Wedo not understand why ce “meg of oe rt shone bere been 

om Be fe uired to apologise for publishing judicial decisions 
endo haley ks da opposed to the Queen's idea mation that her Govern- 
ment shall recognise no distinction of creed or colour. Would the circular 
of the Commander-in-Chief regarding hunting passes to soldiers have ever been 
issued in the alSence of any comments in the newspapers? By often obliging 
the editors to apologise, Government is unnecessarily creating discontent in the 
minds of the people. : | 


12. There wasa rumour that a Press Committee similar to the one at 

m es a ia Poona has been established at Bombay to control the 
Committee having been esta. Writings of the local Native press; but on enquiry we 
blished in Bombay, con- learn that no such Press Committee has been appoint- 
tradicted. ed in Bombay, that the Police authorities will not 
Mumbai Vaibhav (67), 4th gubject the vernacular press to any sort of undue 
July. restraint, and that what has been done is’ that the 
Police authorities have been directed to communicate to the press, if the editors 
specially ask for it, such information on matters of public interest as can safely 
be communicated, so that there may be no ground for any misunderstanding - 
among the people. } | | 


18. Thedinner given to Mr..Chambers at the Ripon Club, Bombay, ‘which 

was to all intents and purposes’a political dinner, came 

Remarks on the dinner off on Wednesday, when, contrary to the rules laid 
given to Mr. Chambers, editor d by the .Chuk litical snaech deliv 

of the Champion, by his %0wn by the Club, political speeches were delivered, 

‘ political friends’ and onthe and: in fact the entertainment was nothing if not 

presence of a Government political, The guests were invited by Mr. Mehta, 


servant at it, who played the part of the host. Mr. Chambers in 
7 a SrdJuly> his speech opened the vials of his pent-up feelings 


against the Anglo-Indian press and the Anglo-Indians, 
emphasising the fact that, though he was himself an Anglo-Indian, he would 
be scunona to be called one in the sense in which the word is now used in this 
country. Mr. Mehta, of course, cannot deny that he treated Mr. Chambers in his 
capacity as editor of the Champion and as an ardent advocate of the Congress, 
and not in his capacity asa draftsman in the office of Messrs. Gostling and Morris. 
The dinner cannot be said to have been given by the friends of Mr. Chambers, 
inasmuch as there were many at the dinner who had not had the honour of personal 
acquaintance with him, and it was by no means a private dinner, inasmuch as by 
the rules of the Club speeches are not allowed unless the entertainment, what- 
ever it may be, was of a public character. The question, therefore, arises, if any 
one who is in Government service, even if he be a friend of the gentleman enter- 
tained at the Club, can attend such adinner. Mr. C. M. Cursetji, Third Judge of 
the Bombay Small Causes Court, was present at the dinner, and enquiries are 
being made from all quarters .if he was justified in joining an entertainment 
which, according to the correspondent of the Madras Standard, was to be given 
by: the “ political friends ’’? of Mr. Chambers, and which was further announced 
in the public papers, and which, we are almost sure, will be made much of by the 
Congress organs. The question is of an important character, and as the Govern- 
ment only last month laid down strict and stringent rulesin regard to the 
receipt of addresses, &c., by their servants, it is to be hoped that, in order to 
avoid any misunderstanding in the matter, some definite rules will be laid 
down for the* guidance of their servants in the future. It is a matter of 
surprise to the citizens of Bombay that a gentleman in the position of the 
Honourable Mr. Mehta should have come forward to give a. political entertain- 
ment 'in honour of one who, for aught they know; has rendered no. other public 
service than invariably indulging in strong language, bordering on abuse, towards . 
His Excellency the Governor, the direct: representative of Her Majesty the Queen- 
Binipress; ‘Members of his Council, and the -whole of the official world, Last 
Heht’s Advocate of India gives a report ofthe dinner. The names of: all 
prese: hie given ‘with the exception of: that'of Mr..O. M. Cursetji!. Why this 
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14, From a letter recently received from Poona, we learn that the order 

— about Mr. L, G. Deshmukh’s transfer from K4rwér to 

ee: = tbe peneise Belgaum has been cancelled and that he has now been 
Pn ging aie ukhfrom transferred to Dharwar. This new order having been 
Kalpatars (61), 3rd July, COmMmunicated to him just about the time of his pre- 
paring to leave Poona for Belgaum, he has been 

saved much bother. Government should take care not to put their officers to 
unnecessary trouble by making them shift ‘from one place to another during 
the monsoons. The people on this side of the: Presidency at least regard the 
uncalled for degradation of Mr. Deshmukh as an act of cruelty and vengeance. 
We have already expressed our opinion with regard to the explanation given 


by the Collector of Poona to these very charges brought against Government 
by the Dnydn Chakshu. | 


15. It is gratifying to learn that Sardar Muhammad Yakub Khan has 
been appointed to act for Mr. Mules as Deputy Com- 
Approval of the appoiit- missioner, Thar and Pdrkar, in the arrangement of 


ment of Sardar Yakub Khan . : 
os Degeis Comeviealcnne ot Mr. Steele, who is proceeding on leave. The Sardar 


Thar and Parkar (Sind). has of late rendered valuable services, and we are glad 
Phenix (8), nd July. they are not lost sight of. Hisservices in connection 


with the Makhi Dhand dacoities brought to him the 
title of Sardar, and his services during the plague have raised him to 
this post temporarily, to which as yet no native has been appointed. Gov- 
ernment have further acknowledged his services in the Sanghar dacoities by 
giving him land to the extent of 5,000 acres at the Jamrao Canal free of occu- 
pation value. Sardar Yakub Khan, though a Muhammadan, has the sympathy 
of Hindus as well as Musalmans, as he is accessible to all classes and is very social 
and courteous, and keeps no caste distinction which some of the Muhammadans 
observe as a religious dictum. 


16. Is it not the case that the comparative poverty of the Thana District 
: has often been considered by Police Superintendents 
Dacoities in the Thana Dis- to be the principal cause of the increased number of 
trich attributed to agranan thefts there? Is it not also the fact that Nature 
taal July, assists the impecunious bent on thieving or brigand- 
Coens ah le See age? We fear it would be found, were a eaishies 
and impartial enquiry independently made, that these so-called dacoities were 
due to agrarian difficulties. But to admit that such difficulties exist is to 
confess to a weakness in the administration, which, come what may, must 
always be proved before God and man to be the best in the best of all pos- 
sible Governments. The rub is there. It is this rub which has all through 
prevented the kind of investigation we have suggested. Dacoities are always 
ascribed to other causes than to the real and palpable ones lying on the surface. 


17. Though the téluka of Bhimthadi usually yields abundant crops, 

| the past three years were seasons of distress. Only 

Alleged scarcity of food those who owned some marshy lands could keep their 
P hol Bhimthadi Taluka head above water. We are informed that in some 
Pi SPS villages no revenue could be collected at all. The 
ree ee - dk inbabjtants cannot have even one full meal a day. 
Why should not the Government, under such circumstances, open relief works 
and remit assessment? What wonder is there if peopie call the Govern- 
ment oppressive, when it requires its officials to exact the taxes from people even 


in distress P : 


18. ‘I'he Dhureen writes that for three or-four years past the crops in 
Belgaum have been destroyed by locusts, which come 

Alleged destructionofcrops into existence after the setting in of the rains and die 
by locusts in the Belgaum in November after laying eggs in large numbers, that 
li: Rg i ool ‘0 the rayats have in consequence been put to much loss 
Den (39), 4th July. and have been unable to pay the Government dues 
.. ° . on their lands, and that therefore Government should 

take steps to rid the people of this pest of locusts so that there may be no 


difficulty in realising land revenue which has been in arrears. 
con 252—4 | 
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| - 19, The Loka yooh . iat She tek of 
“Buggestionto Government deciding whether any patient is suffering from plague . 
to oittteh at Miaik' a com- ° dhsould ot tbe lett eallusly to thie @aceetion of doctors 
mittee of doctors and Native with ‘diplomas, but should be entrusted to a mixed 
Tinian” to examine plage sommittee of such doctors and Native physicians in 

Loka Seva (59), 7th July, the town so that there may be no room for bribery, 


which is a source of great trouble to the people. 


20. Now that we seem to be within measurable distance of the time when 
| the plague will have made its final adieu to Karachi, the 
Modification of plague stringencies of the measures adopted with a view 
eggeriee go een ‘; 0 arrest its progress ought to be relaxed a great deal. 
Kartcht desired. ---—s At is useless todeny that, whatever the utility of these 
Phenix (8), 2nd July. measures and however great the success which has 
| attended them, they have entailed a good deal of hard- 
ship and discomfort on the people at large. And the next thing to do is to 
disband the plague staff which has proved a veritable white elephant. The 
municipality has worked itself toa state of bankruptcy in its efforts to find 
money for the plague expenditure, and Government too cannot be said to be in 
clover just now. It is therefore necessary that the army of plague doctors and 
Superintendents should be speedily disbanded. There is no more any earthly 
reason why they should go on drawing their allowances and impoverishing the 
public exchequer. ‘This allowance business was a mistake from the very begin- 
ning and no quarter ought to have been given to it. The Malir camp should 
at once be closed and no further restraints placed upon the movements of the 
people. The exigencies of the situation might have justified us in taking no 
heed of the comfort and convenience of the people, but as matters have now 
changed for the better, our first and. foremost duty consists in at once doing 
away with every source of public discomfort. 


21. The plague epidemic has been growing apace in the town of Hubli 

: _ day by day and the hardships of the people are inde- 
then at Hubli scribable. Many have left their homes and migrated 
Hubli Patra (164), 4th toother places with a view to avoid the bother conse- 
July. quent on segregation. Thousands of people have got 
themselves inoculated simply to secure exemption from 

lague restrictions. The measures adopted to stamp out the disease should, 


therefore, be so regulated as not to conflict with the wishes of the people. 


22. The K’athiewa'dno Hima‘yat: bitterly complains against the practice of 
polygamy that is said to be in vogue amongst the various 
castes of Hindus of Ahmedabad, attributes it to the gift 

a ge on pehalt t. Of large doweries made by men to their sons-in-law, 
treated by their husbands Sys that the practice has been the cause of the miser- 
owing to the custom of poly- able condition of a large number of young women 
my prevalent amongst who are deserted by their husbands and even ill- 


Request to the Collector of 


‘Ka'thia'wa'dno Hime'yatz *te2ted or murdered as soon as the men manage to get 
(144), 3rd July. new wives, and requests the Collector of Ahmedabad 


to move Government to enact a law enforcing the 
practice of monogamy. - 


Education. 


23. Every father, even at the risk of running into debt, spends thousands 

of rupees to give English education to his son. This 

Present English education education is in no way beneficial to us. On the con- 

: brs a alleged injurious trary, the boys trained under this foreign and im- 
~ Gura’khi (44),8th July. Pious system only learn to imitate English manners. 
_ In their manhood they openly embrace Christianity, 

Now, is it fair that the lavish expenditure of money on a boy’s education should 
be rewarded with such results? Will our boys starve if they are not educated 
under such a system? The only benefit that may be said to be derived from 

_~ ‘this education is that it enables: us to maintain ourselves by serving others. 
But it has been injurious tous in various ways. Is it not strange that people 

: ’ to improve this state of things? What shall we lose if, living 


* 
z 
o 


on alms, ‘we serve our country instead of flattering Englishmen, who insult us 
every now and then? It is vain to cin Ge a aa Hing 


ucated Hindus will get an 
high salaried appointments in future. | nee me 

Municipalities, — 
24. ‘In the fifth of its series of articles on “The Poona Municipality and - 
a the Plague Expenditure,” the Mahra’‘tta writes:— 

a, ps Municipality and ‘While at Bombay and Kar&chi the Municipal Com- 

e plague expenditure, oe | , ‘ 

Mahra'tta (7), 8rd July. missioners, who were Europeans, were appointed on 
the Plague Committees, neither the President nor the 

Chairman of the Poona Municipality, who were Natives, were appointed on 
the Poona Plague Committee. While appointing the Plague Committee at 
Bombay, His Excellency had the goodness to assure the Corporation that by the 
appointment of a Plague Committee he did not mean to cast “slur on local 
administration or self-government,” The appointment of the Committee 
was “an Imperial necessity,” which should meet with the support of all the 
citizens of Bombay. In superseding the Poona Municipality, however, His 
Excellency had not the goodness to say even those assuring or comforting words, 
and the. plague administration was at once transferred to the hands of the 
Plague Committee. It is not difficult to understand what the state of mind of 
Government must have been at the time of the appointment of the Poona 
Plague Committee. The official report of the Committee bears a faithful 
reflex of that state of mind. Both Mr. Rand and Dr. Barry, members of the 
Plague Committee, have abused the Poona Municipality beyond all measure. 
Mr. Rand did his part of abusing by remarking in his report that the ‘majority 
of the municipal commissioners rendered little service in connection with 
the plague operations, enumerating the so-called shortcomings of the Poona 
Municipality, for which the municipality was perhaps as much responsible 
as the Government or the man in the moon, and also by discrediting the Poona 
Brahmins as obstructionists, with whom, in official mind at least, the Poona 
Municipality was completely identified. The work of abusing was, however, 
chiefly left to Dr. Barry to perform, probably because Mr. Rand did not possess 
the art of writing saucy enough language. The relevancy of Dr. Barry’s report 


‘to Government on the sanitation of Poona to the question of the plague . 


expenditure is as clear as noonday. Much of the heavy expenditure with 
which the Poona Municipality is now sought to be burdened was quite irrespon- 
sibly incurred by Dr. Barry in the name of sanitation, and most of the sums 
spent by Dr. Barry in his over-enthusiasm and with such a liberal hand have 
decidedly failed to bring about the much boasted sanitary reforms. ‘To add 


insult to injury, Dr. Barry outrageously blasphemed the Poona Municipality 


without being even so much as rebuked by Government for it. And all 
this was done in the name of “emergency ’’ and “the Imperial concern ”’ 
caused by the plague. Hardly ever in the history of local self-government 
in India was such a disgraceful chapter recorded. Here was an inexperienced 
medical officer sent out to govern the Poona Municipality with almost un- 
limited powers, but whose only qualification appears to be that he had much 
merit as a literary fop, but more literary impudence. Possessed of a rich 
imagination, a charming diction and a cutting, sarcastic humour, Dr. Barry 
would have become a delightful novelist, but was decidedly in the wrong 
place as a Sanitary officer in charge of a town like Poona. It is certainly 
amusing to read what Dr. Barry has written by way of a report on the 
sanitary work of the first Poona Plague Committee, though as an official 
document it is not worth the paper it is written upon. The Poona Munici- 
pality gave to Dr. Barry’s report the most closely reasoned, convincing, and 
at the same time the most dignified reply. It is enough to point out that 
the reply has answered the charges of Dr. Barry seriatim. The Maunici- 
pality have proved to the hilt that many of Dr. Barry’s charges are ground- 


- Jess, being based on unwarranted assumptions. It is doubtful if a retort 


could be more pointed and yengens Both these documents are awaiting dis- 
lin the Secretariat, and we wonder. why Government did not ask for Dr. 
rry’s. explanation. If the latter continues in his silence and does not. prove 


his ‘charges, he of course forfeits his claims to being regarded as a gentleman by 


» 


. the Poona publie. In the meanwhile let us turn to see what the doctor himself 
. accomplished after so much of boasting and: bragging. Dr. Barry praises the 


_ soldiers. right and left, and holds them up as types.of dutifulness and smart 
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executive work, but he naturally leaves the work of hisown praise to Mr. Rand, 
his official superior. It is TT. to see how sometimes in this world un- 
truths are cruelly contradicted by facts that follow close upon their heels. 
Hardly had the report of Mr. Rand been finished before cholera of an uncom- 
monly severe type broke out in Poona and utterly broke down the splendid 
edifice of the achievements of the Plague Committee in sanitation. Hardly 
had Dr. Barry turned his back upon Poona after his Herculean task-of cleansing 
the Augean stables of filthy Poona by emptying into them the big streams of the 
municipal treasury and hisown superior skill and energy—hardly had he turned | 
to his lady, like a successful knight to be bedecked with wreaths of thanks and 
compliments, before the giant of cholera challenged him, in contemptuous 
defiance, exhibiting the ridiculous hollowness of his much boasted triumph. 
The following tables will clearly prove that he was a vain boaster and that 
Mr. Rand was a false prophet. Here the paper gives two tables. 


25. <A correspondent writes from Satara :—No object or institution can, 

in the economy of nature, be quite an “ embodiment 

Pg ved = anioipality and of evils”; but the Bombay Government, in recent 
Mahratta (7), 3rd Yay. years, has become little short of an ‘‘ embodiment of 
blunders.”” God and nature having done enough for 

the land, it seems to have been reserved for the Government to add to the 
troubles of the people by persisting in a course of administrative blunders. Just 
imagine the situation. The correspondent then refers to the fiscal condition of 
the Satara Municipality and the attitude of Government towards that body in 
forcing it to accept rental value as the basis for assessing the house-tax and in 


employing European agency in carrying out plague operations. 
Native States. 


26. The Shri Saya’ji Vijaya gives a long account of the disturbances 

at Pilvai. It is of course the official version. Surely 

Comments in connection the Pilvai disturbances could not have been more 
a Bere “gag g at serious than the Bombay or the Calcutta riots, If 
Mahrétta (7), 3ra July. | We may suppose that the Rajputs had, unlike the 
Calcutta or the Bombay mob, procured guns and 
swords, it is not at all in evidence that any loss of life was caused among the 
ranks of the Baroda army. If there were any guns, really wedo not think 
how such a result could have happened. We cannot think that the enforce- 
ment of the survey or the assessment. rules was a matter so emergent as to be 
disposed of at such cost. We have no reason to disbelieve that the Rajputs 
may be in the wrong in denying the right of the State to make a new survey 
or to enhance the assessment. But may we know what were the methods tried 
to bring the Rajputs round to an amicable settlement? Did His Excellency 
the Diwan Bahadur or His Highness the Maharaja ever think it worth while to 
visit the recalcitrant Rajputs in person and induce them to come tv terms 
before ordering canons to be fired upon them? His Highness would cer- 
tainly disarm all criticism and enlist full sympathy of the public with him, if 
he could bring in evidence that he had interested: himself in the Pilvai question 
more than in the hill sanitarium of Lonawli or the Nilgiris. But we know that 
His Highness is very often prevented by his counsellors from doing the right 
thing. It was proved to be the case at least in the instance of the Baroda catas- 
trophe of 1896, when His Highness was kept ignorant of the terrible crush in the 
park at night, until the next morning. Of course we have not said the last word 
in this matter. We have offered the above crificism upon the Pilvai disturb- 
ances on the strength of such evidence as we at present possess. We shall be 
very glad to know fuller details in that case, and to know also the result which 
@ representative and impartial commission may,arrive at after a careful enquiry. 


27. In the course of a lengthy article, the Ka‘thia'wa'dno Hima‘yati 

Pp a aoa remarks that the career of His Highness the Thakor 

take net Goverment to of Morvi has long been found to be extremely 
plaint made against His wretched and unworthy of a Native Chief. It says 
kor of that the Thakore oppresses the Bhayats, the Garasias — 

os ie and others in furtherance of hisselfish ends. Referring 
oye to the complaint made by Kumar Shri Madhavsingji, 
the heir-apparent of the Chuda State, regarding his 
rice, the paper considers the act to be so serious: as 


Pree, pee @ 


to call for the appointment of a special Commissioner to make due enquiries into 
it in order to prevent a breach of the public peace in the province. 


Intelligence extracted from the Press. 


28. During the last week the house of a Baniya at Thangaon was looted 
_ by a party of about 40 armed dacoits. The Baniya 
Dacoities in the Nasik Dis- effected his escape, but his servant was severely beaten 
3 Vritt (70), na and his house was set on fire by the dacoits. The 
Joly. ee son of the Baniya, aged about 12, who was then 
sleeping in the house, is reported to have been burnt to 
death. The dacoits have plundered some other houses in this village and 
severely belaboured their inmates. Similar dacoities are reported to have been 
committed in the villages of Jamgaon and Nalvddi in the same téluka. In the 
Jamgaon dacoity the Patil’s nose was cut off, and he was so seriously wounded 
that he died the next day. Dacoities with nose cutting have been going on for 
the last five months, and the best efforts of the police have been unsuccessful in 
checking them. We earnestly request Government to pay attention to this 
eto and to do their duty of protecting the lives and property of their 
subjects. 


29, <A correspondent writes from Sinnar :—During the last 20 or 25 days 

Be. ants 140. Sal serious dacoities have been committed in this and the 

erations (46), OF Suly. neighbouring télukas. The dacoits, being armed with 

_ ‘Weapons, come down in bands upon the chief places in the tdluka, and during 

their plunder do not scruple to set fire to houses and to commit murders. The 

police have not succeeded in detecting the offenders even in a single case. It is 

on that no satisfactory arrangements should have yet been made to stop 
these raids. | 


30. During the last three years dacoities have become very common, and 

the Police Department, whose main duty it is to arrest 

Alleged frequency of da- the offenders and bring them to book, have not been 
coities in the Dhétwir Dis- carrying on their work satisfactorily, and this remiss- 
Karnétak Vritt (168), 5th ess on their part has encouraged the freebooters to 
July. indulge in their nefarious work the more, It is a 
matter for regret that though this spirit of lawlessness 

has extended over the whole of the Bombay Presidency, Government have not 


adopted any steps to check it. 


31. The Desht Mitra publishes a letter signed by half a dozen persons, in 
which it is stated that the lecture on cow-protection 

_ Lecture on cow-protection which was delivered by one Mr. Manchhér4m Bhu- 
in 8 certain village of the ‘khandés at Devgim, in the Bhesén Mahél of the 
Deshi Mitra (181), 7thJuly, JUndgad State, on the 26th June last, produced a 

| great effect on the audience, and that the Chief 
Babikh4n Shri Kaméluddin Khdnji took an oath not to eat beef in future and 
that another Chieftain and several gentlemen present promised to try their best 


to protect the cow. 


32. A correspondent writes:—You must have heard of the alleged 

murder of a Gabole Baroch near Katho in the Ghora- 

Remarks in connection bari Taluka about a fortnight ago. The Chief Con- 

oe % rating So stable reports that the man committed suicide by 

en the Ghorabari Téluka Shooting himself with a gun, but the popular report 

(Sind), — says that the death was due to foul play. It has to 

Pheniz (2), 2nd July. be explained how the wounds could have been self- 

| inflicted with a gun, The dead body was not examin- 

ed by a doctor, though it was absolutely necessary to obtain the opinion of an 

expert as to whether the injuries which caused death could have been inflicted 

by 8 man shooting himself with a gun. I would draw the attention of the 

District Magistrate and the District Superintendent of Police to the fact that 
the dateaned bad no license to keep a gun. Whence did he then bring one? 


G. M. SA’THE, 
Reporter on the Native Press. 


Office of the Reporter on the Native Press, 
New Secretariat, Bombay, 12th July 1898. 
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List of Newspapers and Periodicals. 


(For the week ending 16th July 1898.) 


| 
Nv, Names of Newspapers. Place of Publication , | Edition. Oeetes Ue ed. 
ENGLISH. 
1 |The Bombay East — i“. Me Bombay is ooo Weekly woe ae 270 
2 99 Champion... ee ee Do. eee eee Do. ees eee 500 
3 » Dnyan Prakésh . Poona ‘“ a a oe 3CO 
4 », Indian Spectator and Voice of India Bombay os Do. oa 800 
5 | ,, Karachi Chronicle Karéchi oe «| Do. owe 500 
6 | 5 K&thidwdr Times Rajkot i ...| Daily ee 73 
7 » Mahratta .. fe Poona és ...| Weekly : 600 
8 », Phoenix ... .| Karachi ‘i ...| Bi-weekly e 500 
9 » Quarterly J ournal of the Poona Sarva- 
janik Sabha ... vi .| Poona... ove ..| Quarterly 300 
10 ,», Sind Times .| Karachi is eoo| Bi-weekly 200 
ANGLo-MARATHI. 
11 | The Din Bandhu re 2 ..| Bombay on .| Weekly ... a 1,0.0 
12 »5 Dnydn Chakshu ... o ee oe ees ia 900 
13 », Dnydénodaya wea ‘as io ... Bombay a ue ee a en 50 
14 », <ndu Prakash _.. oe ‘i ° Do. ‘se ...| Bi-weekly ves] 900 
15 » Kamgadr or Workman ve oie ee w| Weekly jen 1,700 
16 » Native Opinion ... oe - nt ae ees ae Bi-weekly on 700 
17 » Prabhakar vie oe oe a: a me sos] MAES 0s: on 500 
18 », Shri Sayaji Vijay ne ss ..| Baroda.. oe ..| Bi-weekly i 2,500 
19 5, subodh Patrika... “ ..| Bombay ees we.) Weekly .. ore 450 
20 » sudharak.,. »o6| Poona nie Do. cee 3,000 
91 »» Vartdhar ... Bombay er Do.: Sa 1,500 
MakATHI, 
92 | The Aram eee ‘ee eee Bombay eee ...| Fortnightly e 500 
93 » Arunodaya ee a Thana . ug, re oo a 740 
24 |, A’ryavart... ss ; Dhulia one = oe - 205 
25 EE ine * | Ratnagiri... ob a i. 290 
26 » Belgaum Samchér re a ee - 315 
27 .» Bhut a ae om a ...| Bombay : 2 ee " 1,600 
Pe} » Chanddnshu... ow ve ..| Tasgaon as ek ER Se i 100 
29 ,» Chandrakant... ‘ns os ..| Chikodi eee a Do. eee 3 200 
30 » Chandrodaya ... on a ..) Chiplun a 4 oe iy co 250 
31 ,, Chikitsak... cs coe ose ..| Belgaum ua: ae “a 750 
32 » Chitragupta... si a ..| Narad ... - ak ae - 200 
33 5, Daivadnya Mitra oe see sees | Bombay me os Monthly *. is oe 500 
34 ,, Daivadnya Samachar ... “i Do. eee 2 a ge. ee 300 
35 », Dakshin Vritt ... ies ..| Kolhapur eo} Weekly ... 150 
g » Deshakdlavartamdn .. se} Erandol a ln a Ce 45 
37 », Dhanada... ae ove .-| Vengurla a ‘a = Re 700 
38 | ,, Dharwar Vritt ... .» see] Dharwar - .o.| Weekly .. see 790 
32 9 Dhureen ... eee ee ee Belgaum eee * Do. ese eee 500 
40 9 Dnyaén Prakash .e- ses ee ee Poona ee ee eve Do. ° eee 1,0C0 
ee a ree | eee Gee oes 290 
42 | , Ganga Lahari ee on eee ee) ose 200 
43 » Gurdkhi ... ils ‘din io ..-| Bombay ee wa a eee 1,200 
44 » Gurakhi ... sn ees o si Do, f ot ew | a 4,000 
45 | , Hindu Punch ... oo woof LMAMB co. nce oof Weekly cen ae 600 
46 | ,, Jagadddarsh ... ... | co ooo Ahmednagar... | Do. ace 300 
47 | ,, Jagad-hitechchhu _... oe ee 4,500 
48 as J cacao suc eae eee eee ees Thana eee Th) ese Do. eee ed 600 
49 9 Kal ee oe eve eee eee} Poona... eee ee Do. TY) 1,208 
50 9 K4lidas eee wae eee eee eee Dh4arwér ee ees Do. oe ees 250 
51 | ,, Kalpataru... ee eee ee 400 
52 » Karmanuk oe ie vee ee] POONAeee ee ee - 2,500 
53. | ,, KeralKKokil ... ce eo Bombay ...  «.) Monthly... ... 2,000 
54 9? Kesari eee A eee eee Poona... eee ee Weekly ~— eee 8,000 
55 | ,, Khé&ndesh Chitragupta .. vee ~~ eee} Dhulia ese ef DOV ane 125 
56 ” Khandesh Vaibhav * eee eee doo! Do. eee eee Do. eee eee 370 
57 9 Khara Prakar eco eee i ees Bombay eee eee Monthly e2e ece 2,000 
58 at Kumtha Vritt eee eee eee eee Kumta eee eee Weekly eee pee 200 
59 $9 Lokaseva... ese eee eee ooo] NAsik ... eee eee Do. eee eee 325 
60 | ,, Madatzis.., os ows | Ratnagiri seo eof = DO. nee ae 200 - 
61 99 Madhu. Makshika eee eee eee Belgaum eee eee Do. eee ee 600 ; 
63 . 99 Madhu Vritt eee eee eee eee Wai eee eee eee Do. eee eee 125 
63 9 Mah4rdashtra Mitra eee ose Gee Sétara ece TT) eee Do ese aoe 25¢ 
Mahkiréshtra Vritt 20 eee SOs Do. eos ee0 008, Do. eee ee 5C 
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| | | 
Mara'tri~—continued, : 
65 |The Mitrodaya in sco eee—tst ee] RSMLOTS.,., . ..| Weekiy ... o° 150 
66. | ,, Moda Vritt one see ie ee | ere soe wt Do... e 1,200 
67 | 4 Mumbai Vaibhav we a re vee wef Daily ae ts 1,300 
68 » Nagar Samachar... tes i ...| Ahmednagar .. «| Weekly ... sas 150 
69 » Nasik Vaibhav ... ae re ccs] TUNE 00 Ne “ee ae oe 300 
70 55 Nasik Vritt van es vr sek ee as ome 00] AO, oe 300 
71 9 Nipani Vaibhav ... eee eee eee Nipani... ee ee Do. eee eee 84 
72 »  Nydy& Sindhu ... ans m ves Ahmednagar ... se Do. es 300 
73 99 Panchdénan eee eee a Karad. coe eee ee Do. eee see 170 
74 »  Pandhari Bhushan — os .».| Pandharpur «o- oo aes ss 235 
75 >, Pandhari Mitra ... - set oes Do. ie got Ee 00s 160 
‘ » Fen Samachaé: ... we Ee an see ve Gee | eae ae 120 
9 |, Boome Vaieeay | ---| Poona... see DO. ose ‘ Y7E 
ei », Prabodh Chandrika _... sve ...| Jalgaon sie DO. ses oe 40 
79 »  Prabodh Ratna ... oe a sos) BOTS i.. on «a Do. “i 94 
80  Eeeeea Na 7 “ iv ..) Islampur ‘ae Do. = 200 
81 » Raghav Bhushan oe oe .».| Yeola ... ose “a Ee - 200 
82 »» satya Shodhak ... oF ave ...| Ratnagiri... esol . Do, or 600 
83 » Satyavakta sis ose oe | Vengurla = «+. ji ora ese 275 
84 » Shikshak . dis ee oes -»o| Chikodi ese en BE co 220 
85 9 Sholapur Samachér ; ead Sholapur es ae - 400 
86 | ,, Shubh Suchak ee + wees re aoe si 250 
87 »» Sudarshan ~e jes- aes ove Ahmednagar we “a ae. ne 350 
88 5, sudhdkar ia ci si ee eae ive fe ee ss 300 
89 5» Sumant .... sie sii ‘ | Kardd .,. i ie ia 200 
90 99 Tukér4m sax eee : eee eee eee Ahmednagar eee eee Do. eee ee 100 
91 » Vartddarsha coe rer es | Malvan int eo} Do. sve 200 
92 9 Vart&har .... eee Be me ...| Bombay oo ..| Lri-weekly see 700 
93 “ Vértanidhi — ‘ins ie ioe ...| Poona .. tite ...| Weekly sa) 2,000 
94 » Vatandar... oes se - “i Bijdpur- at on ‘a 250 
95 »» Vengurla i ks ‘i ...| Vengurla are ‘ Do. ee 110 
96 ~ Vidya Vilas ae oF or ne Kolhépur wie ‘i ae ae 600 
97 » Vikshipta .. ove “i is .».| Bombay vee “a a 1,800 
98 ‘ Virashaivamata Prakish ; ne Akalkot sis ool EM ae 100 
99 » Vividh Dnydn Vistér ... .. ...| Bombay ee Monthly .. ‘ad 550 
100 » Vrittasfr ... i ok ae von eee], Weekly eee 400) 
101 » Vritt Sindhu ... as sii ...| Karwar... ove oe Ee | eae ¥ oe 
— i4 teen lk Cw ke ee 110 
103 i. Tr a a oe eee “ee a eee 500 
ANGLO-GUJARA’TI. | 
104 | The Broach Saméch4r bes : ,..| Broach see | Weekly .. “oe 550 
105 »» Deshabhakta ne ae ia ...| Daroda saa ot ek os ont 450 
ae ee eee .»  vee| Bombay <a ae “ 3,000 
+ ew... a ..| Surat . ep ee eh 700 
108 », Gujarét Satya Samsher ... i .! Do. . “al: oe igs 300 
109 »  sandi Patch =... a Bombay sais a 525 
110 » Hindusthin vi oa Do. i sod DG. as 950 
ill “ Independent bai ies - Do, ‘ae i: | aes Be 500 
112 », Jsaiser-e-Hind _,.. ies ves Vo, wal EO, ie 2,700 
113 ,» Kathidwdr News... - is ,.| Rajkot... soe ‘a Bi-weekly ita 400 
Li » Praja Bandhu _.. ie a ...| Ahmedabad ... se] Weekly ... ma <a 
115 | ,, Rast Goftér a Oe x ..| Bombay sa a oe 1,700 
116 | ,, Shri SayAji Vijaya jan ».  ess| Baroda ee Do. ve 2,000 
117 » Surys Prakdsh ... i | Surat . io: oe oe 500 
| GUJARA'?'. 
118 |The Ahmedabad Times ‘i 4 .| Ahmedabad ... o+| Weekly .. 250 
119 »» Ajab CPS Sea x pe Surat ... ‘a ve Monthly ... 1,200 
120 » Akhb4r-e-Islam ... i ‘ise. ans OMOBY wy cst SOE - 1,600 
121 » Akhbdre Soddgar = e st De ee 7 Seer “Sp 1,290 
122 », Arajadar ... baie ee ne ...| Daroda “e oo] Weekly .. ram 500 
123 » Ary’ Dharm Prakdésh ... sae ...| Bombay a , Monthly ... eS 495 
124 | , BhimSen... .., 7s »| Do oss - ‘Seal MUMEEW Ges ces 1,206 
125 » Bombay Samachar a oe seal 400, cua oO. i! ae 3,100 
126 s+ Broach Mitra ... so ob ..»| Broach a -+-| Weekly .. sg 100 
127 95 Buddhi Prak&sh .., ses oe .«| Ahmedabad ... ove Monthly ..., ve nen 900 
128 » Cambay Gazette ... ses ie .»»| Cambay je Se ee 2 110 
me) ,. Coen ue eee a ad ee SE 350 
130 ” Chhatra ati eee ete eee “oes Bombay "eee oes Weekly ee oe eee 
131 99. Deshi itr’ eee 466 eee Yt) Surat eee eee ee Do. 639 eee 900 
132 | .. Din Mani. Oe ee a ee eae ie 125 
183 | » DnyénSudha’ .,, 0 see ~~ ne] Amedabad ... a. Monthly ... — 200 . 
184 | » .Dnyda TOO ee oe wt he Romy oss tis, DO ok, we 450 
oo 9 Fursad vee cee eee ace eee Do. ace ee Do. eee ees 500 
| td Gap Sap ves eee ove ase pee Do. eee evel Fortnightly eoel 300 
i en ae oa i ce hi 


5 


—— 


Number of 


Ko. Names of Newspapers. | Place of Publication, | Edition. Copies issued. 
Gusara’t1—continued, | 
137 | The Gul Afsh4n ‘iss en oe a Bombay ape oo! Monthl eee 500 
138 », Hitechchhu aga a ...| Ahmedabad ... woo] Weekly ae 500 
139 a € ee ;' ...| Bombay “ »-o| Daily 2,500 
140 >, van ...| Godbra eee woo] Weekly ., 225 
141 » Kac ha Samdchér ...| Bombay - i |. ae 300 
142 »» Kaira Khetiwddi Patra .. ...| Nadiad - .»e| Monthly ... 330 
143 » Kaiva Vartamdén .. ...| Kaira as) EMERY os 75 
144 | ,, Kathidwddno Himéyati... ses i) RE te ad 400 
145 Eo Kéthiawér Krishi oes oes Do. eee ...| Lri-monthly 200 
146 » Kathidwar ee see ue: ee 1 eee, Bi-weekly 450 
147 »  Kelavni ... a8 oe ...| Baroda R »».| Monthly . 800 
148 »» Khoja Samichdr .. mn ...| Bombay : .so| Weekly ze 
149 » Nure Elam fe “ ves ‘ot Ue iv wee} Monthly .. v00 
150 » Nydyadarshak ... . io ...| Ahmedabad ... ...| Fortnightly 250 
151 » Praja Mitra 0% ‘vi ese ...| Karachi ; aie all 350 
152 » Praja Pokér =... ...| Surat . ..| Weekly ,. 800 
153 » Rajyabhakt’ _... a Bombay : cool Oe ane na 1,200 
154 ie rk Bah4édur a ..| Ahmedabad ... oe ae er 300 
155 » Satyavakta = .. we ae ..| Bombay ». —s- ove Hortni + Sad ei a0 
156 | ., Stri Bodh.. ee | - Do ..  ee| Month 309 
157 55 Stri Mitra as mo ae ee a ak we. ees 500 
158 » surat Akhbar .., ..| surat . - Weekly ‘a ‘ 800 
159 | ,, Svadesh Bandhu... ... .| Mahudha : wee 250 
160 | , Udichya Hitechchhu Patri .| Ahmedabad _... ...| Monthly . 600 
161 » Vaishnava.. — oes Et ..| Bombay dea ...| Fortnightly —... 200 
162 5 Vishvadarsl:an 00.00. see .o| SBITA occ Weekly . “ve 325 
oie tke, soo eer .| Bombay ae es ‘ 600 
ANGLO-K4'NARESE. 
164 |! The Hubli Patra | aD ss. “ woe} Weekly .o 150 
ENGLISH, MARATHI AND KANARESE. : 
165 | The Karn4tak Patri ... = Dhérwir .| Weekly ... 400 
i66 | ,, Réjahansa ee ae Do. ooo eke Be ax 200 
KA’NARESE, 
G7 |The OhandrodayS ~...- ses. ows Dhérwé: nee | Weekly vee 200 
168 9 Karnatak Vritt eee eee cee Do. eee ee Do. . a 800 
eee OO ee Do. ae... ae 300 
170 » Rasik Ranjini.... us eve Gadag : Do. sy 200 
171 » satys Vritt eee ove ose ‘esl. ee Do. oe 200 
172 | ,, Subodh Chandrika | Hubli... i) Portnightly 150 
Mara’THI AND Ka'NARESE. 
173 | The Chandrika ‘: ...| Bégalkot Weekly ... : 100 
174° |, Karnétak Vaibhay  ... Sw... Bijpur me Do. 300 
175 » siddheshvar’... ‘ie oes seal aes ee Do. a ° 150 
. Boke eee é Do.» 453 
: ENGLIsH AND HINDI. 
177 | The Pandit os ye ci coe »».| Poona... coe on! Weekly ... 1,500 
| HinDl. | 
178 | The Shri Venkateshvar Samachar ..-| Bombay eco = ast Weekly coe ove 6,000 
URDU. 
179 |The Aina-i-Hind ass ase oe ..| Bombay eee 8 Monthly hi 500 
180 » Alam Aphroz Bambai ... Ter ee tes vee coe. a 30) 
1821 | ,, Azad Punch oo ves z bah 7 oes 6: “100 
182 y) India Gazette eee eee see ee Do. *ee — “08 vit ° 
is | SA ea eee (Sao @ re were weer: 
184 » dustice of the Peace ... «» +| Do aa Do. ere z 
185 » Makbul-e-Aalum aes ces] Os eee ai, ce eee He : 
306. -[ jy MEUM ASDIOOCAM ses see ose es Abmednagars ewes 
187 | » Muslim Herald .. 2 ws Bombay semen: Daily. amemvodh 1,500 
188 ”? Nayar-i-Islam eee eo8 ee Do. 290 eee pee y see se ° 
189. 9 Panch Eahaiur ee Do. “= ae Do. or “8 ae 
190 $9 Safir... see eee eee “* Do, a ae ‘ly fe . 
191 Sult4in-ul-Akhb4r... eee oes Do. atsied “s a y six ° 299 
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ENGLISH, MARATHI AND GUJARATI. 

192 | The Baroda Vatsal ... ©. aw e.| Baroda oe we Weekly ... vit ARO 

EnauisH, Mara’tH!, GUJARA’TI 
AND KONKANI. 


193 | The Garibéncha Kaivéri (Amicus Pauperum)| Bombay eo Roktnghtly lk 1,500 


MaRA’THI AND URDU. 


_ 194 |The Gulbarga Samdchér ... ... ~...| Gulbarga... Ss we| Weekly ae 450 
ANGLO-SINDI. 
ee 8 eee ee ee .. | Hyderabad (Sind) ...j Fortnightiy __... oe 
196 5 Fe a te OS ims - Do. »».| Weekly ... ve 400 
SINDI- 
197 | The Khairkhah Sind wae ae ...| Kardchi a ...| Weekly ... er 1,009 
208 1 9 Ti a i a a ee 8(0 
199 » sind Sudhér ee ae va mae | ive ee ae, ees “a 500 
ANGLO-PORTUGUESE. 
200 |OAnglo-Lusitano ...  ..  «. «ee! Bombay no See ek ee 1,009 
201 | The Boletim Indiano ... ae ‘nn coef == DO. oe ee ee Si ies 
PORTUGUESE-KONKANI. 
202 | The Luso-Concanim ... ««. «. «| Bombay a ee on el £80 


Notes.—A. The notices from the different Newspapers have been coliected in the Report under different heads 
which are printed in italics. 


B. The names of Newspapers are printed in the margin of the Report in italics, and the number of the Neus 
paper in the above list is printed in brackets after the name, 


©, The system of spelling vernacular words followed by the Reporter is the same as that adopted in tho 
Official Spelling List of the Bembay Presidency. One peculiar feature of this system is tuat wnen the long (a ST 
or d) is the last letter of a word, the accent 1s left out, and the short «(3 =u in gun) is, +o prevent confusion, 
never placed at the end of a word, This rule has been strictly followed, except that when the short a appears to be 
absolutely necessary to complete the pronunciation oi a werd, asin Arunodaya or the well-known Mitra, 1t is pr-cted 
with a mark over it to indicate that it is short, thus- -d. 


D. The figures giving the circulation or number of copies published of each newspaper and pericdical as 
furnished by the proprietor, are not guaranteed as accurate, andjin some instances must be regarded with 2: ution. 
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Politics and the Public Administration, 


1. If we consider the good deeds that are being done by the British Goy- | 
ernment, we are led to believe that there is no G-overn- 
Alleged want of love for, ment so generous as the British; but if we look at : 


ce a ae engage — their bad deeds, we are compelled to say that it would 


Hritish Government, be hard to find anywhere a Government so cruel as 
Gurdkhi (44), 15th July. the British. If that Government were to show real | 
love for, and place full confidence in, their Indiau of 


subjects, the latter would be ready to die for them. But it allows itself to 
be misled by Anglo-Indian newspapers and thus forfeits the affection and 
confidence of the people of India. We are sure that if the Anglo-Indian news- 
papers had not poured poison into the ears of Government in connection with 
the Poona affairs, a universally respected man like Mr. Tilak would never have 
been sent to jail, the Natu brothers would not have been treated unjustly, no 
additional police would have been imposed on Poona, the phantom of sedition 
would never have bcen raised, and Government would not have landed them- 
selves into utter disgrace. Government chose to lay aside their power of 
discrimination and brought about this result. It is not yet too late to adopt a 
policy of love and confidence and to set everything right. 


2. The position of the people of India in respect of the choice of a new 
Viceroy is unique, and may aptly be compared to the 
Selection of a successor to position of the girl-bride in our society, who is in no 
Vieerop of Inia Elgin as way consulted when the most momentous question, 
Dayin Prakish (3), 1]th of her future husband, is being discussed and settled. 
iain Lord Salisbury might possibly choose Lord Balfour 
of Burleigh .to be our Viceroy. One fact which 
distinguishes the present choice of a Viceroy from previous selections of the 
same kind is that, unlike Lords Dufferin, Lansdowne and Elgin, Lord 
Balfour will be nominated by a Conservative and not by a Liberal Prime 
Minister. This, however, ought to cause very little misgiving in the public 
mind, for the experience of the three previous Liberal selections has com- 
pletely disillusioned us from our former hopes and expectations about Liberal | 
statesmen. Lord Dufferin came out here with the distinct assurance of follow- 
ing in the footsteps of his predecessor, the immortal Lord Ripon; Lords Lans- 
downe and Elgin were Liberals and the latter was said to be an out-and-out 
Home Ruler; and yet India has not only not enjoyed any special advantages 
from these Liberal Viceroys, but has, on the contrary, had a bit of very bitter 
experience which she would not care to have repeated. Whether, therefore, 
the coming man is a Liberal or a Conservative scarcely concerns us, for we are 
sure that, whatever his previous predilections may be, the Anglo-Indian 
bureaycracy would soon mould him into their own groove of ideas, unless he 
happens to possess more thari the average amount of firmness and self-reli ance.. 
A man gifted with only the usual amount of these qualities is sure to be as i 
much a failure as his predecessors. Aggrandisement on the frontier, sedition i 
legislation, enormous increase in the permanent debt of the country—these are | d 
scarcely the measures one expected from an ardent Home Ruler, and itis but an q 
irony of fate that a very retrograde piece of legislation should have been enacted 
by the most advanced Liberal statesman England sent to ruleover us. Even the 
Anglo-Indian papers like the Times complained loudly of England not having 
given to India “ one of her best, but only a third-rate man” for the Viceroy- 
ship, and the whole of India will shortly be called upon to judge of the truth 
of that remark. An empty treasury, a mistaken forward frontier policy, new 
enactraents about sedition—these are some of the legacies the coming man will 
have to accept, and unless he is selected for real, sterling worth and intrinsic 
abilities, and, above all, a firm will to withstand all interested advice coming 
from the predominant military clique at Simla, he will before long find himself 
a mere tooi in the hands of others. India is at present passing through such 
a critical time that only an exceptionally capable man will be able to steer 
her clear of many certain rocks that are looming in the immediate future. 
It is therefore to be earnestly hoped that these considerations alone will weigh 
with Lord Salisbury when he comes to make his selection for the post. 
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8. What makes a prosperous year? The question may be answered in 

—. -... +. various ways from various standpoints... The reply 
‘Lord “George Hamilton from my Lord George’s point of view is that famine, 
~ eo rlagczars Heh gin por ag pestilence and war go to make a country prosperous. 
Gujarat Mitra "(107), 10th What is allowed by common consent to be the greatest 
July, Eng.cols. feat in Indian jugglery is to show water where there is 
Bese , nothing but sand. But that jugglery is beaten by 
the jugglery of the great officer who governs India in London. So it has come 
to this. _We are not to believe common sense, we are not to believe everyday 
experience. Common sense would call a series of calamities the very antithesis 
of prosperity, but official. optimism would call them elements of prosperity. 
Happy is the country that passes through a succession of calamities —war, plague, 
famine and earthquake, and is yet in a satisfactory condition from a financial 
point of view ; and happier still is the great statesman, who in spite of all the | 
disturbing causes that would upset normal calculations has been able to present 
a budget statement that found nothing but praise from all sides, including the 
Opposition and Sir Henry Fowler. The debate that followed was quite enlivening 
and edifying. Lord George spoke as if everything had gone on smoothly and 
beautifully ; his optimism would see everything rosy. After such a perform- 
ance there was nothing left for Sir Henry Fowler but to pat the noble Lord 
on the back for a grand feat of financial jugglery and to compliment the Indian 
Government that carried out its policy so successfully. 


4, The East India Loan Bill has been duly passed in both the Houses of 
Parliament. N ot only the Conservative Government, 
Debate on the East India but the Liberal members of the front bench too voted 
Loan ote Oe for the Bill. No practical interest, therefore, can now 
7 Wiltakes attach to the discussion which took place at the second 
Mahrdtta (7), 10th July. reading of the Bill—a discussion occasioned by the 
| amendment, doomed of course to fail, moved by Sir 
W. Wedderburn, that the loan should not be granted unless an enquiry were 
made into it and the necessity of the loan as well as the capability of the Indian 
tax-payer were completely proved. Sit W. Wedderburn argued that the Parlia- 
ment was always ignorant of Indian matters, and it was unsafe to rely upon 
official versions of facts, because too often the only people to whom the Indian 
officials gave credence were spies and people of that character, while it was 
made hot for those who told the truth. Lord George picked up this, quite a 
side-issue, and on that ground made almost a brutal attack on Sir W. Wedder- 
burn. “If the Honourable Baronet,’’ said Lord George, “ wanted to destroy 
the foundations of British rule in India, let him say so openly.” If English- 
men like Sir W. Wedderburn could not be above suspicion, the Native agitators 
in India have small cause for complaint that they are suspected to be seditious. 
Lord George Hamilton again exhibited “a piece of melancholy meanness’’ in 
raking up, while replying to Sir W. Wedderburn in the discussion of the Loan 
Bill, the regrettable affair of Professor Gokhale’s statement and Sir W. Wedder- 
burn’s apology to Parliament. We are often told that the mark of true English 
character is in generously burying grudges in the oblivion after explanations 
and apologies are given and taken. We have realised it twice that in politics 
at least this side of the English character does not enter. We all remember 
how His Excellency Lord Sandhurst accepted Professor Gokhale’s apology and. 
forgave him, Here is another nobleman in the person of our State Secretary 
who has made use of Sir W. Wedderburn’s apology ina very mean way. If 
_in politics it is not fashionable to sa apologies in good grace, why should it 
be regarded as fashionable to give them at all, or at least .without reserve ? 
What we want to say is that Lord George has exhibited melancholy meanness 
in raking up old discussion. But the pity is that his taunts to Sir William are 
not based on absolute truth. It is true that Lord Sandhurst and Lord George 
denied that any kind of excesses were committed by the soldiers on placue duty 
in Poona; but it would be hardly believed that all such complaints were false, 
If people in Poona were more free to act and less terrorised, at least some 
complaints had a fair chance of being proved to the hilt, 
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Government. of India’s 
alleged want of respect for 
Mr. Gladstone. 

Pratod (80), 11th July. 


5. Even the national flag of the American Consul 
at Calcutta was lowered in honour of Mr. Gladstone 
when the news of his death reached Calcutta, but the 
Government of India neither lowered their flag nor 
closed their offices. We do not know why they 
omitted to do so. ; 


6. Referring to the petition for an, immediate trial of the Sardars Natu 


Remarks on Mr. Sadashiv 
Ramchandra Natu’s petition 
for the release of the Nat 
brothers, | 

Champion (2), 10th July. 


made by Mr. Sadashiv Ramchandra Natu, the third 
brother of the two Natus, the Champion says :— 
Already almost twelve months have elapsed since 
the date of the arrest of the Sardars. Events after 
events have occurred during the interval which have 
made it quite clear to the world outside ‘“ Bombay 


Castle’? that the detention of the Sardar brothers, even as they now are 
on parole, is unjust and farfrom the letter and spirit of the Regulation 
of 1827. These events, including the explanations thrice given by the State 
Secretary in the House of Commons—explanations which, it is now notorious, 
have been utterly inconsistent with each other and may therefore be rejected 
as any rational or justifiable excuses at all—have demonstrated to the popular 
mind that the further detention of the brothers Natu indefinitely, without 
their being put on their judicial trial, is opposed to all sense of British 
justice and fairplay, for which tne Indian Administration has borne a reputation. 
The longer they are denied this trial, which, it is evident, the legislature intended, 
the graver will be the charge against the Government of denial of justice. 
Moreover, as the petitioner has been careful to point out in the 19th paragraph 
of his petition, there is the contingency of fabricated evidence against his 
brothers, the longer they are denied the trial. We are strongly of opinion that, 
after all that has transpired, especially after the trial of Damodar Chapekar, 
it would be a grave scandal, were the Government of Bombay to persevere in 


their misguided attitude 
the Sardars imperatively 


and refuse to render that justice which the case of 
calls for. We are quite sure that his sense of justice 


and fairplay will prompt Lord Sandhurst and his colleagues in Council to take 
the necessary steps without the slightest loss of prestige or official humiliation. 


7. The Native Opinion quotes the preamble of Regulation XXV of 182. 


Native Opinion (16), 10th 
July, Eng. cols. 


and observes :—In this, although (1) may be taken 
to favour the view taken by the memorialist, we ven- 


ture to think that (2) and (8), since they preclude the | 


possibility of any judicial proceedings, immediate or ultimate, go quite against the 
contention of the memorialist, and his whole superstructure seems to be tottering 
for want of adequate support. Whatever good a judicial trial may be expected 
to do to the imprisoned brothers, it is evident that Government want to avoid it. 
As for vindicating the character of the Natus for unswerving loyalty, it ma 


serve the purpose of the most fastidious amongst us to receive credit for loyalty . 


from those that are unprejudiced, The entire world, with the exception of a 
few jaundiced officials and their supporters in the press, now firmly believe the 
Natu brothers to be free from all guilt ; and this, we think, is enough, provided 
the partial restraint that is still exercised over the Sardars is withdrawn. 


8. The Poona Vaibhav refers to the petition of Mr. Sadashiv Ram- 


Poona Vaibhav (77), 14th 
July. 


chandra Natu and requests Government to release his 
brothers absolutely and to restore to them their 
immoveable property. The paper observes that the 


suspicion entertained by Government against the Natus has now been com- 
pletely removed and that Government should act ‘on the well-known principle 
of the British Government that it is better to let go a hundred offenders than 


punish one innocent person, 


, 


9. In reply toa communication from one Mr. Shankar Madhav Raste, 


Complaint of a visit from 
the police at Poona by a 
relative of the Natu brothers. 
and a reply thereto. | 

Kesari (54), 12th July. 


tells Mr. Raste that the police having occasion to summon persons in connec- 


a relative of the Natu brothers who are now living 
under surveillance at Belgaum, to the effect that he 
was interviewed by a police constable and a police 
detective on the subject of his visit to the said Natus, 
and that every person paying a similar visit to the 
Natus must be prepared to see the police, the Kesari 
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tion with their work, it:is the duty of every person to help Government in the 
investigation of any matter 2 Orem. ‘a true:statement of facts, that perhaps 
the police may be making enquiries in connection with some information malici- 
ously supplied to them by somebody regarding the conduct of the Natus at 
Belgaum ‘or some other matter, and that itis the duty of every one to render 


assistance in the administration of justice and to take delight in doing so. 


10. The Kdthidwidno Himéyati thinks that the new law of sedition has 

so curtailed the liberty of the press as almost to 

Observations in connection operate as a gag upon it, says that it has made 
Medi dey estos: up its mind not to write on politics in future, and 
(144), 10th July. ew aiivises its Native contemporaries to follow the same 


course. 


11, It is singular that Anglo-Indian publicists, who exhausted their ink 
and paper over the bugbear of the Poona conspiracy, 
Remarks in connection have not aword to say about the Sinnar riots. Silence 
‘5 the Plague riots at now prevails in quarters which were at this time 
innar (Nasik). ] ° ‘ i's : 
Mahvitta (7), 10th July. ast year alive with all sorts of visions about native 
mutinies, educated conspiracies and political murders. 
Rand and Ayerst were killed by one or two fanatics; but Raje and the Hospital 
Assistant of Sinnar fell victims to popular fury roused by plague opera- 
tions. When some Europeans are killed a big row is kicked up, and no 
money or effort is spared to avenge the deed. The wives and children of 
Messrs. Rand and Ayerst get handsome pensions out of Indian money. But 
nearly six months have elapsed since two prominent Natives were most merci- 
lessly and in open daylight murdered at Sinnar by an infuriated mob, and yet 
no public enquiry has been held as to the causes of the riot or the persons really 
responsible for it. Nay, not even a few words of sympathy for the relations of 
the dead. It is true that a number of rioters were tried and sent to prison by 
the Magistrate, and a score of villagers are at present being tried in the Sessions 
Court of Nd&sik for the double murders. But what the people expected was a 
public enquiry into the causes and circumstances of the riot itself, apart from 
the guilt of individuals, Why do the authorities fight shy of such an open 
enquiry ? Do they fear that something unpleasant to them will come to light? 
What is the use of sentencing ignorant and fanatical villagers to long terms of 
imprisonment, if the really guilty party who provoked them are to skulk behind 
the curtain? There seems to be unusual anxiety to hush up the Sinnar affair, 
and the dead silence preserved by Auglo-Indian papers may be only one sign 
of it. We have learnt some curious facts in connection with this affair and we 
soon intend to take up the question. In the meanwhile it is some consolation 
to know that a paltry pension of Ks. 4 a month has been generously bestowed 
by Government on the family of the Hospital Assistant and a slightly bigger 
sum has been recommended for the family of Mr. Raje. On the other hand, 
a compensation of Rs. 1,800 has been given to Mr. Gwyther, the doctor who 
saved his life by being the first to take the tidings of the riot to Nasik, but 
whose tent and furniture were destroyed by the mob. Surely the lives of 
Messrs. Raje and Devji were more valuable than the furniture of Mr. Gwyther. 


12. The Bombay Samdchdr is glad to hear that the Supreme Government 

a have sent an order to the Bombay Government inti- 

cutak ted Win ieee Goy. mating their disapproval of quarantines and sanitary 

ernment to the Bombay Cordons, as these are, in their opinion, of no use in 

Government regarding the stamping out the plague or diminishing its intensity, 

. ance of F enact o,, and directing that the only restriction upon railway 

14th July. amachér (125), passengers should be that of medical examination 

at different stations. The paper approves of the pro- 

posed change and observes that the people will feel thanktul to Government 
when it is brought into force. , : 


13. Referring to the employment of some persons by the Bombay Muni- 

| , | cipality specially for the. purpose of destroying rats 
Destruction of rats as a because they are considered to be fertile propagators of 
Roars cd nec, He plague, the Poona Vaibhav says that the ex- 
approved, —— ‘of the two previous visitations of the plague 
“Poona Vailhav (77), 14th does not warrant the destruction of rats, The paper 
emNBST ES says that the rodents give warning, as it were, to the 
inmates of a house that it is infected, because the dis- 


iu 


covery of dead rats is a sure sign of: the infection of the house and - the inmates 
can profit by such discovery by vacating the house and thus seeking safety from 
the plague. The Vaibhav urges that the reappearance of the rats in a village 
or town after the outbreak of plague also serves as a sign that the plague has 
left poe cr completely and therefore concludes that the destruction of rats 
is inadvisable. 2 | 


14, The Varta’nidht cannot understand why plague measures should be 
kept in force in Poona at the expense of the poor local 
Complaint against the en- municipality when there is no plague in the city. 
forcement of plague measures [he paper says that fever cases are not rare in this 
in Poona when there is no : ; 
plague in the city. season in Poona, and that those that are discovered 
Va'rta'nidhi (93), 18th July. in the house-to-house visitation are taken to be sus- 
| | picious plague cases and as such removed to the plague 
hospital, where they generally terminate fatally. This, the paper observes, is 
held by the authorities as a sufficient justification for the continuance of the 
plague operations, which operations prove extremely vexatious to the people 
and exasperate them so much as to lead them probably to commit disturbances 
as at Sinnar, Bombay, &c. 


15. <A correspondent writes :—It is a matter of extreme regret and sur- 
aoe prise that, in spite of the plague having almost been 
genre ten rr — dead, the measures of the Government have remained 
Pheniz (8), 9th July. as stringent as before. The attention of the officials has 
already been drawn to the inconvenience and trouble 
psor people are subject to in consequence of the strictness of the measures. 
Although the health report of the city proper has been as favourable as could 
ever be during the last: fortnight or more, the Machi Miani and the old town 
quarters are not allowed to be reoccupied. ‘The officials could not have been 
insensible to the thefts that are being committed daily in the jungles where 
people are at present dragging out their weary existence, not to speak of the 
hardship and expense of remaining there. Besides, the threatening aspect of 
the heavens must be causing a considerable alarm to the people in the jungle and 
Trans-Lyari huts, for the rain might come down any moment in torrents and 
render it almost impossible for the poor people to save their property from 
damage and their persons from catching illness of some dangerous type. At 
such a terrible time the trouble of crossing the river will assume fearful 
proportions which can be better imagined than described. These troubles 
have repeatedly been noticed in these columns, but, strange to say, no notice 
has been taken of them as yet. 


16. We are glad to learn that instructions have been issued by the Plague 
Committee to all the Superintendents to permit the 
re-occupation of all pucka built and well-ventilated 
houses. This is very good as faras it goes, but it does - 
not go far enough. . To permit the re-occupation of houses before ordering 
partial relaxation in the rigour of the plague measures, which more than the 
plague itself succeeded in scaring away the people, is like putting the cart 
before the horse, People are still afraid of re-occupying their houses, as the 
immediate cause of their flight has not yet ceased to exist. The doolt has not 
yet ceased to possess all terrors in their eyes, and isolation and segregation, 
before which they fled as if it were from the wrath to come, are still in force. 
It may be’ yet premature—nay, in some quarters it may be deemcd unwise—to 
recommend the instant abandonment of the plague measures. But surely with 
the visitation fast on the wane, it is possible for us to consult the convenience 
of the community by divesting these-measures of all their objectionable features, 
so that-they may cease to be a terror to the people. | | 
17. The Government of Bombay have, we should say, made an excellent 
selection in choosing Shrimant Appasaheb Deshmukh 
Plague at Hubli and the ap- ¢o iJ] the First Assistant Collector’s post of our dis- 
pointment of Mr. Deshmukh + ict during the absence of Mr. C. R. Roper on leave. 
in charge of the second in- “ a ' 
stead of the first group of We were exceedingly glad when we read that Mr. — 
télukas in the Dhdérwér Dis- Deshmukh was to succeed Mr. Roper, because the 
trict, town of Hubli is now officially declared to be affected 
pon (106), 1b Cay, with plague and the inhabitants thereof may be in 
tae | want of a Native divisional officer to advise them 
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in carrying out the measures adopted by the District Magistrate to prevent 
its ravages. Mr. Deshmukh being a Hindu, and especially a native of the 
Deccan, must be well conversant with our manners and customs and is there- 
fore a proper man to be in charge of the town of Hubliat such a critical hour at 
least. But we are disappointed; Mr. Deshmukh took charge of the second 
group of télukas on Monday last, Mr, Westropp having been asked to take 
charge of the first division. We are really surprised to find such a novel 
arrangement, especially at a time when the atmosphere is not serene and 
calm consequent on the appearance of the direful plague. 


18. The Hubli Patra writes :—All the local shopkeepers of the Hubli 

town have closed their shops and refuse to open them 

Strike among shopkeepers on the plea that they are not provided with passes 

° ing Patra (164), 11th to replenish their stock of provisions, The Mamlat- 

J aly. Out es dar of Hubli called them together with a view to 

induce them to open their shops, but they are as obsti- 

nate as before. If this state of things continues long, it will be very hard 

for the poor to buy their daily supplies, and hence the District Collector should 

direct his attention to this pressing public grievance and provide the shopkeepers 
with the necessary passes. 


19. The verdict of the jury will be found fault with in all quarters, with 

ii a Ui eli the solitary exception of the Anglo-Indian press. And 
of the accused Parker in the even there the verdict can only be justified on the 
Poona Bund Garden case Stock argument of untrustworthiness of Natives as 
recently tried at the Bombay against the testimony of heaven-’orn Europeans. It 
“— ge vere fe — has come to be believed, and with some reason, that 
July, En . bia (3), 11th justice as between a Native and a European is be- 
coming day by day a rare commodity, and people will 
cease to be surprised at similar results in future. The impression thus gaining 
universal currency is perhaps the most damaging thing in the interest of mutual 
good-fellowship. And yet the jury empannelled to try a particular case seem 
hardly to give.a moment’s reflection to this side of their conduct when they. 
straightway unanimously declare the accused not guilty. To the average un- 
educated villager the scene enacted at the High Court by a European Barrister 
prosecuting a Huropean accused before a European Judge and a European jury 
appears more like a farce than a solemn trial, particularly when the result of 
the trial is in a majority of cases a foregone conclusion. And it is this 
feeling which causes the average villager to fight shy and run away from 
Tommy Atkins whenever that august personage chooses to pay a visit to his 
village on a shooting expedition. All right-minded Englishmen and particular- 
ly the Anglo-Indian press are bound to take care to see that this unfortunate 
impression, which is gathering in volume as years roll on, does not get any 
additional support from their own conduct either as jurors or conductors of 
newspapers. The most damaging fact against the defence was that the accased 
(even supposing his story of a slight unmalicious push be true), instead of 
endeavouring to rescue the woman from her plight, bolted from the spot. 
Evidence is also forthcoming to show that he attempted to lay violent hands 
upon himself the very night of this sad catastrophe. Yet all this chain of 
circumstantial evidence, coupled with the sworn testimony of the injured woman, 
is to be disbelieved for the only possible reason of the utter absence of motive 
on the part of the accused. His assertion that he gave the woman only a slight 
push quite without any malicious intent, and that she fell in consequence of 
that very slight push, is directly given the lie to by the fact plainly pointed out 
by the prosecution that at the edge there were posts and chains, inside of which 
there was a row of flower-pots. Yet even this flimsy plea was apparently con- 
sidered sufficient by the jury to create a reasonable doubt regarding the accused’s 
guilt, of which he was honourably acquitted. Did the jury think the woman 


threw herself down the wall, purposely got her leg broken and then came 
forward to accuse Parker? | 


20. Acquittals of Europeans are now becoming as common as the falling 
ae vee (7), 10th July; of leaves in autumn; and a day may soon come when 
oN “+ the people will feel no more surprise at the former than 

at the latter. When, for instance, Arjun was killed by Gunner Piper’s gun, quite 
accidentally of course, the latter got off and had, it is said, only a night’s dark 
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room for going about without askooting pass. Private Killick was similarly un- 
fortunate in killing a Native by accident, and had of course all the benefit of the 
doubt. We cannot say that Alfred Parker’s case ison a par with those cases, but 
still the result is the same. The simple question for the jury in this case was, who 
was to be believed, the woman Jai or Parker; and the jury, composed of seven 
Europeans and two Native Christians, naturally believed Parker and pronounced 
him not guilty. So Parker was acquitted and the woman had to be satisfied with 
one broken leg as the result of her acquaintance with Parker. Asto why Parker 
was, to be believed and why the woman told lies, we have not found anything either 
in the evidence or the summing up of the Judge, but as the jury gave an unani- 
mous verdict, it must be accepted as correct. Parker’s conduct after the occur- | 
rence was highly suspicious, such as his sulking to the hotel without calling for 
help when the woman fell or calling the driver, or his subsequent attempt to cut 
his throat with a razor; but thesc circumstances were ingeniously explained away 
by the defending counsel and the Judge, Mr. Justice Strachey said the argu- 
ments were not conclusive, and so of course the jury gave the benefit of the doubt 
to the prisoner. In this connection we must say that the report published in 
the Bombay dailies of the Judge’s summing up must be incorrect, for it reads 
unusually favourable to the accused. Mr. Justice Strachey might strain a defi- 
nition of law, but he is always known to be impartial and exhaustive in his 
review of facts. A case which once created a sensation in Poona has thus ended 
in a frizzle. |The Kesari (54) of the 12th July expresses similar sentiments. | 


21. The Native press has almost with one voice questioned the justice of 
pe eee at 4), Mth the acquittal of Alfred Charles Parker. The prisoner 
July, the. a (4), was acquitted mainly on the ground that the evidence 
Pan adduced failed to prove any motive why he should 
throw the woman down. Altogether the result of the trial is unsatisfactory and. 
would tend to strengthen the impression of those who believe that there can 
be no justice when an European has committed an offence against an Indian. 


22, A correspondent of the Poona Vaibhav writes:—The statement re- 
i. oF cently made by the ZJimes of India that the dacoities 
Fags | Pee sm ie cca] Committed in villages are due to the heartless exac- 
causo of the dacoities in tions of the village siwkars makes one suspect 
different places in the Bom- whether these dacoities are due to the teachings of 
- bay Presidency. Government officers against the sAwkars, imparted 
5 bi oona Vaibhav (77), 14th With a view to preserve the good will of the villagers 
“ towards the Sarkar. In holding the stwkars respon- 
sible for the dacoities, the writer in the Times is guilty of two mistakes. In the 
first place, why do the agriculturists take loans from the sawkars? The plain 
answer to this is that they are unable to maintain themselves on the produce of 
their fields after paying the exorbitantly enhanced land revenue. Secondly, 
why do the siwkars charge a high rate of interest to the agriculturists?. The 
plain answer to this is that the indigenous industries having been ruined and 
the general prosperity of the country having been reduced, the siwkaér cannot 
help charging heavy interest. Thirdly, what is the cause of the heavy assess- 
ments, the ruin of the national industries and the diminution of the wealth of the 
country? It is the indifference of Government. The agriculturists, to which 
class the dacoits belong, not being educated, do not yet understand the real 
cause of their misery and so they make the sAwkars the objects of their attacks, 
but they are sure to find out the true source of their misery some day. When 
they come to find it out, who can guarantee that they will not hesitate to deal 
with Government officers and Government records in the same way in which 
they are dealing with the s4wkars and their books now? So it is in the interests 
of both the Government and the agriculturists to find out and remove in time the 
real cause of the misery of the latter. Some Europeans seem to have of late — 
contracted the habit of charging others with their own sins, but this habit 
lowers them in our estimation. | | 


93. Quite a crop of complaints has come to our ears anent the activity 

of robbers and dacoits at various places in the Nasik 

Remarks in connection District, but our worst fears are now confirmed by 
oe a oa in the the information a the Marwari sdwk4rs, who for 
wcel noberse Lonhag self-protection left the surrounding country and 
PF nue. meme ae sstablished ‘thenibalves.in ‘Nialk, ‘have now called 
aes | | public meeting of their community with a view to: 
make a representation to Government. Are the civil authorities of Nasik really 
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unable to protect the poor villager from the depredations of the thief or robber ? 
A public meeting is a sign that the situation has become unbearable, and that 
an overhauling of the whole local police seems urgently called for. | 


24. The press in India is of great use to the Government, as it ventilates 


| the grievances of the people. It is with the object of 
Disapproval of the Press 


proper - ond doing away with these critics of officialdom that the 
Bakul (25), 10th July. Press Committees have been established everywhere. 


We cannot help saying that the creation of such Com- 
mittees which aim not so much at ascertaining the truth of the remarks in the 
Native press as at browbeating the Native editors, is disgraceful to a just Gov- 
ernment professing to entertain a high regard for public opinion. The British 
Government will in no way be entitled to more credit than the Moguls 
if it will not respect public criticism, Evenif it be granted for a while that 
India can be governed with the sword, we are of opinion that England’s duty 


and greatness lie in rescuing the helpless Indians from persecution at the hands 
of the official class, . 


25. Referring to the letter of Mr. Lamb giving certain information with 
regard to the Piper case, the Mahra‘tta says:—It is 
Remarks on Mr. Lamb's very funny, indeed, of Government to send this reply 
ot giving certain informa- after such a long period of time. This manner of 
ion about the Piper case. ‘eer ‘ ; 
Mahrdtta (7), 10th July. | Supplying information to newspapers is not at all 
calculated to benefit the public in the least. In the 
particular instance of the Piper case, the details of the departmental punish- 
ment and the report of the District Magistrate after enquiry being kept confi- 
dential and the question of the compensation to be given to a deceased family 
remaining yet under consideration, the public is, we fear, in no way wiser 
than it was before we took the trouble of writing our letter of enquiry and the 
Government replied to it. 


26. Ifthe habit of a class of Europeans of giving blows and kicks to 
usin tin ths cbse Natives without undue provocation is a fact ; if also, 
of reas ty te-del fx @ it may be fairly presumed, the editor of the Ka’l 
certain criticisms in regard did not mean thereby to incite either the Europeans 
to justice as administered in to go on kicking or the Natives to resist it by unlaw- 
eee rn oe i pe: Fd do not see wai’ se pont -temeorecse -_- 
= cism CO e open to objection. ut, strangely 
meres aren Oey enough, Government honed tee smelt in that criti- 
cism an intention to arouse racial passions, and called the editor of the Ka’! to 
account through the Poona Press Committee. It may now be asked whether 
and how far Government was right in turning the screw of the Press Committee 
upon the editor of the Ka‘l when the latter had only added pleasantry to the 
truth of a piece of criticism. The spoken word of regret by the Kal has now 
unfortunately taken it out of the limits of possibility to test whether the 
criticism in question_would really have amounted to any offence within the 
four corners of the Penal Code, and to see if the editor could not have defied 
the Press Committee to put a check on good humour and thereby to indirectly 
exercise the powers of a censor of the press. We may, however, say this much 
that with the case of the Ka’l before our eyes, the day is not far distant when 
the assurances of Lord Elgin and Lord George Hamilton will be belied by 
the establishment of a regular censor of the press for Poona. 


27. Referring to the proposal of establishing a Press Association of Native 
editors, the Bakul thanks the Ka’‘lida’s, from whom this 


- Remarks in connecticn jdea originally emanated, and expresses its regret at 
with the proposed establish- 5 y a P 5 


the want of promptness shown by some papers in re- 
f a Native Press Asso- ; | pap 
prt Au the ‘Bombay Presi. sponding to the call. It then proceeds to offer some 


dency. suggestions of its own on the scheme and says that 
Bakul (25), 10th July. the Association should be open to all editors, whether 


of English or vernacular newspapers, and that it 
should hold its sittings simultaneously with the Provincial Conference. 
28. ‘The salaries paid to the Natives are insignificant compared with those 


Feape: _. got by the Europeans, Consequently the former are 
Salary paid to Tapedars in obliged to be dishonest in order to maintain them- 


Sind considered inadequate ) : li : 7 S . 
oLhah Sind (107) ocr, Selves and their families. Itis a matter for consi- 
) Pre erie Sind (191 tem deration whether it is possible for a Tapedar, who 


gets only Re. 20 per mensem and who is obliged 
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to keep a horse to enable him to discharge his official duties, to live on Rs. 20. 
Has he any other alternative but to be dishonest? It is therefore proper 
that Government should raise his salary. _ 


29. Referring to the notification of Government extending the period of 
re ; the additional police imposed on Yeola, the Jagadhite- 
sign approval of the exten chehhu writes:—The people of Yeola are in such 
n of the period for which ai . . . 
additional police have been stress owing to famine that they can hardly think of 
im posed on Feola (Nasik) and making any disturbance. A Native Chief is deemed 
a request to Government in unfit by Government if he requires extraneous help to 
aoe keep his subjects under control. Why should not Gov- 
gadhttechchhu (47), 9th oh ‘ 
July. ernment act on the same principle towards the subordi- 
nate officers at Yeola on whose report the period of the 
additional police is probably extended? The people of Yeola are not riotous 
by nature and are besides much harassed by famine at present, and we 
request Government to show them mercy by doing away with the additional 


police force. 


30. The same newspaper refers to a murder case recently tried before 
~ Remarks on the conduct of 2° Sessions Judge of Poona, in which one Bala Dhola 
the police in a murder case #24 three others were acquitted on an unanimous ver- 
in which all the accused dict of the jury, and observes :—The evidence given 
were acquitted by the Ses- in this case by Mr. Shekh Abdul alias Shekh Chand, 
wag ee ps ates oon) ory Chief Constable of the Peta, shows that the accused 
rts dds were charged with the offence without proper grounds. 

cs It is not proper that the Queen’s subjects should thus 
be arrested and imprisoned at the pleasure of the police. It is necessary that 
Government should pay heed to the matter, 


31. The Poona Vaibhav finds fault with the novel way of celebrating 
Celebration of the Ganpati the Ganpati festival after the fashion of the Muharram 
festival after the fashion of Which has of late. years come into vogue, and traces 
er Muharram found fault to = the Hindu-Muhammadan disturbances, or 
bere ; calamities of plague and famine, the incarceration 0 
aor Pemnen Gh MA Wey dad the Natu brothers, the suspicion in the 
mind of Government of the loyalty of their subjects, 
&c. The paper exhorts the Hindus, therefore, to cast off the innovation and to 
go back to the orthodox manner of keeping the Ganpati festival. 


Education. 


82. We are sorry the Faculty of Arts of the local University did not 
see its way to give an impetus to the study of the 
Bombay University and Indian vernaculars, when a motion to that effect was 
bunts Doulll (114), 10th recently brought before it. One objection urged by 
July, Eng, cols. the opponents of the proposition was that vernacular 
literature was very poor and that text-books would 
not be available. -In. our opinion such a plea is untenable. There is a 
number of ancient authors of recognised worth, and their books are fit objects 
of study. Once the impetus is given, a literature is sure to be supplied. The 
University might still reconsider the question and introduce this much-needed 
reform. 
88. The Samsher Baha'dur regrets that oe Hongurebie a: J patice 
. M. G. Ranade’s pro or the introduction o 
ha Rehan: COs ti vernaculars inthe | B.A. curriculum was rejected 
— at the meeting of the Faculty of Arts held recently, 
and adds that the vernaculars do possess healthy literatures, but that they have 
remained obscure in consequence of their, not having obtained recognition at 
the hands of the University. | ees, | | 
34. Whatever the result of the present movement, it is certain that the 
pene AR “present system of education, which divorces students 
E Gug = (106), 10th July, “$+om all intercourse with their mother-tongues, not 
a only in the higher examinations but also in schools, is 
scandalously defective and ought to be placed on a more rational and national 
basis. A system which incapacitates educated Indians for the work of carry- 
COE 2635 
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ing knowledge to their more ignorant countrymen and exposes them to the 
ro be charge of indifference and intellectual incapacity is an utterly indefen- 
sible system, and though learned professors might cite European analogies, we 
feel certain that they cannot be applied in their entirety in this as in other 
matters to the different circumstances of this country, where the vernaculars 
are ostracised from almost all departments of public, educational and official life. 


Native States. 


35. Itisa disgrace to the British Government that they should not take 
notice of the complaints made against the Maharaja 
Request to Government to of Indore. In some Native States no improvement is 
a tee of pigs irene of possible owing to the strained relations between the 
of Tkddte mered® Chiefs and the Political Agents, while in others the 
Gur@khi (44), 14th July. | complaints cf the people are never considered owing 
to a good understanding between the Chiefs and the 
Political officers, induced probably by presents from the Chiefs. We shall take 
an early opportunity of placing before our readers the latest information we 
have obtained regarding the conduct of His Highness Holkar. It is most sur- 
prising that such a ruler has not yet been taken to task by the British Gov- 
ernment. 


Intelligence extracted from the Press. 


86. For the information of our readers who may be very anxious like 
ourselves to learn something about Mr. Tilak’s health, 

_ Information as regards ‘we publish some particulars which have been supplied 
Tilak’s health, work, &.,in to ys by a friend. The present arrangements about 
ay (50), 8th July, Mr. Tilak’s food are far better and his health has con- 
sequently much improved. ‘The work given to him 

in jail is congenial, Heis beloved by the fellow-convicts as well as by the 
Superintendent of the jail. Our readers will be glad: to know all this and will 


even express their satisfaction for the liberal-mindedness of Government. 


37. The Loka Seva gives a list of about fifteen fresh dacoities committed in 
ios . the Nasik District, naming the places where they oc- 
Dacoities in the Ndsik Dis- Gyrred and stating the loss of property caused in each. 
pie Seva (59), 14th July.. It appears. from the statement that the dacoities are 
more numerous in the tilukas of Nasik, Igatpuri and 
Dindori than in others. The dacoits, says the paper, do not scruple to set fire to 
houses and in some cases even to commit murders, and at a certain village in the 
Dindori Téluka they are reported to have taken away the arms of two police- 


men. 


38. We lIcarn that the son of a Patil of Kochargaon, a village in the 

fee Dindori Taluka, was waylaid and brutally murdered 
Na’sik Vritt (70), 9th July. by dacoits while he was returning from Girndr. We 
also hear that on the night of the 8th instant some dacoits attacked the house 
of ih» Kulkarni at Talegaon near Igatpuri and assaulted the inmates of his 
house. On hearing the bugle sounded by some European officers at the Igat- 
puri Railway Station the dacoits ran away. oe 


89. <A public meeting of the local traders was held last Sunday at Nasik 
aapnaticesshis auiania,.. SOeee ime presidentship of Shet Jagannath Vyankatlal, 
tie Pa saation Choe nee when speeches were made by influential gentlemen 
‘ment regarding the recent and a sub-committee was appointed for the purpose of 
dacoities in the Nasik Dis- memorialising the Government and sending deputa- 


- trict, tions to the Collector the. District Superintendent of 
Loka Seoa (59), 14th July. Police and the Inspector-General of Police at Bombay. 
G. M. SA’THE, 


| Reporter on the Native Press. 
Office of the Reporter on the Native Press, ye MO COOLS Bee ok) 
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ENGLISH. 
1 |The Bombay East Indian... ... ..| Bombay 1] Weekly ... sal 400 
2 »» Champion... sas ae ‘oak Oe va ee ie * : oie 700 
3 », Dnyén Prakash . ie -»-| Poona . ae, a 300 
4 », Indian Spectator and Voice of India ...| BOmbay bee wt = Os ey 700 
5 | ,, Karachi Chronicle eos eee wwe AncaPACHI see «| Do. esd 500 
6 » KA&thidwdar Times ee ee 1e-| RAjkot ‘a ep): aaaree cal 75 
7 » Mahratta .. sii ‘es sie -»| Poona... 00 .| Weekly ,.. idl 600 
8 » Phoenix ... ..| Karachi ‘oe ...| Bi-weekly a 500 
9 » Quarterly J ournal: of the Poona Sar va- | 1 
janik Sabha. ... és sti ..| Poona... 06 ..-| Quarterly ‘i 300 
10 » sind Times ‘ae .| Karachi ees eoo| Bi-weekly od 900 
ANGLo-MaRATHI. 
11 | The Din Bandhu vei re | Bombay ‘be ..| Weekly ‘ 1,0(0 
12 ‘. — Chakshu ... vs ..| Poona ,.. ‘i a ae aR 900 
13 “ a gt iva ies boa .| Bombay : ma. | sa 600 
14 ¥ u Prakash _.,.. “ be cot. ‘DO. wee .».| Bi-weekly wd 600 
"15 a Kémnede or Workman ... i ; Do. owe oo] Weekly ., “a 1,000 
16 |°,, Native Opinion ...  «. a OS cco evo DL“ Weekly in 700 
17 » Prabhakar sn oop | Do. es ae: ll 500 
18 5» Shri Saydji Vijay sa .-| Baroda... oe ‘et Sagal “es 2,500 
19 | ,, Subodh Patrika ... eae ..| Bombay vee ..) Weekly .. one 500 
20 »» Sudharak,, coe in coed EOODA ... ne Do. ee 3,000 
21 » Wartdhar ... .-| Bombay oe a —_ 1,000 
MaRATHI. 
22 | The Aram ee vee ...| Bombay io ...| Fortnightly Re 600 
23 » Arunodaya re vee ...| Lhana... ose | Weekly ... si 740 
24 » A’ryavart... np ve .»-| Dhulia..,. vo tk ae a 205 
25 » Baa ses ‘i Ratnagiri oo x ia. *% i 990 
26 » Belgaum Samachér ..-| Belgaum oe ee ‘a 315 
27 9 Bhut eee eee coe eee eee Bombay eee oe Do. ° 1,230 
23 », Chandanshu ‘ “as ...| Tasgaon sos viele ss 100 
99 , Chandrakant ... vain a .-.| Chikodi iis s Do. a os 900 
a i Cee te . .{ Chiplun a sal 250 
31 , Chikitsak... ve “es ee ‘i — me ok ae - 750 
32 » Chitragupta ... sis ‘ ..| Karad .. y6 on eS fe 200 
30 ,»  Daivadnya Mitra ons ms Bombay ss .»»| Monthly se 500 
34 | ,, DaivadnyaSamédchér ...  ... Do. oe | * 800 
35 ,, Dakshia Vritt ... hab | Kolhapur  ... cee] Weekly ... =... 150 
36 » Deshakdlavartamd4n © veo} Erandol a: Ga rr ee ae 45 
37 ,, Dhanada... es «oo = we, Wenguria ...| Fortnightly es rT 
38 | ,, Dharwar Vritt ... 1 cot DRMEWer sosf Weekly ... so 750 
39 » Dhbureen ... — ov -» eof Belgaum wv eo ee 500 
40 ,, Dnydn Prakash ... ai soo = ese} POONA oo ae ae 1,C00 
41 | ,, Dnydn SA a. ay: aes ne Se ge eS - 290 
ee ..| Nasik . a oe a 200 
43 » Gurékhi ... ee sa »»-/ Bombay < as Sy aes poe 1,500 
44 » Gurdkhi ... ose ea ook ee ee| Daily Be 8,000 
45 » Hindu Punch ... es ...{ Chana... rae Weekly . eos soe 660 
46 | ,, Jagadddarsh_ ... s+ eee Ahmednagar... ...{ Do. ose 300 
47 ., Jagad-hitechchhu ice .»+| Poona ... oe | Do. as 4,500 
48 » Jdagatsamachiar ... Nai was seek REIMON cse as a ne 600 
49 fe K4l os oe aa eo wee} Poona ... i ee - 1,208 
50 9 K4lid4s eee ege eee ee eee Dharwér eee eee Do. ” eee 250. 
51 9 Kalpataru... eee eee eee eee Sholapur ese ee Do. oe “ 400 
52 » Karmanuk  — o- ene ge ee nn zi 2,500 
53 » eral Kokil “se see sa .».| Bombay ron .... Monthly., see 2,000 
54 » Kesari... ine »o| Poona... = ...| Weekly ... a 8,000 
55 4a Khaéndesh Chitragupta .. ees eee Dhulia . @0¢ eee Do. dnd oes 12 o 
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60 93 Madatuis en ee nae eee an Ratnagiri eee PY y) Do. e ese 200 
61 9 Madhu. Makshika ae gee eco Belgaum eee se Do. eee ee 600 
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63 ” Mah4rAshtra Mitra eee eee Cee. Satara eee eee eee Do. ee. eee 256 
G4 Makirashtra Vritt oo ote “ee Do. eos eos eon, Do. eee eee 5C 
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Satyavakta as oe “0 ..| Vengurla = «we ss 
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Tuk4r4m eee eee vee coe ry Ahmednagar oes coe 
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ANGLO-GUJARA’TI. | 


104 | The Broach Saméchér int a oe ren: doe WOES ces dis 550 
105 »» Deshabhakta ‘a oe sh ...| Daroda an a: [a ie whe 450 
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> Hindi Punch ,.. 
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lil 99 Independent eee eee eee = Do. 200 eee Do. eee eae 500 
7 112 5, Jxaiser-e-Hind ... a gas ae cc ee a ci 2,500 


.| Rajkot... see ...| Bi-weekly 
ie ie .... Ahmedabad ... el Weekly ... ten man 
Bombay we el: Ee eer ca 
Baroda ae oe ae: ved 
a 2 ...| Surat ... aes i ee as ee 500 


Kathidwar News... 
: li » Praja Bandhu ss... 

3 Rast Goftar es 
Shri Sayaji Vijaya ‘oe 
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a. i GUJARATI 
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The Ahmedabad Times ie iy ...| Ahmedabad ... «| Weekly ... 


Aiab oe oe Surat ... sce -«.| Monthly ... ma 1,200 
Akhbér-e-Islam ... a ae ...| Bombay es of EME ses sg 
Akhbéfre Sodagar ia : Do. ip ae I ee vie 
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‘Tl 99 Deshi Mitra eee vers ° eee eee Surat eee eee ee. De. see eee 900 


Din Mani coe see eee eee Broach... coe soe Do» er 
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Réjyabhakté __... 
Samsher B4h4dur. 
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Vyapak =... Ae ove 
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The Hubli Patra 


99 


ENGLIsH, MARATHI AND KANARESE. 


The Karnatak Patra ... ove 


Rajahansa iain“ w ai 


KA’NARESE. 


The Chandroday& 


99 
39 
99 


Karnatak Vritt ... es 
Loka& Bandhu ... wie 
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Satya Vritt gs alle 
Subodh Chandrika 


MARA’THI AND. Ka’NARESE. 


The Chandrika 


Karnétak Vaibhav 
Siddheshvar : 
BS ee 


ENGLISH AND HINDI. 


The Pandit... as 


HINDI. 


The Shri Venkateshvar Samaebar 


URDU. 


The Aina-i-Hind = sui 


99 


Alam Aphroz Bambai ... 
Azad Punch co ae 
India Gazette eee eee. 
Jah4numa... eee eee 
Justice of the Peace... 
Makbul-e-Aalum : 
Munsif-i-Deccan eee eee 
Muslim Herald ... Se 
Naydr-i-Islam _... Mi 
Punch Eahdiur ... te 
S afir.es ee F eee 
Sultin-ul- AkhbSr... ve 


Ahmedabad 


.| Bombay 
| Kaira coe 
-| Bombay 


Hubli ... 


Dharw4r 
Do. 


..,| Hubli ... 


.| Bagalkot 


Bijapur 
Do. 


ie Karwar 


.| Ahmednagar 
.| Bombay 


ee Tri-monthly 
.| Bi- tors el 
.| Monthly ., 
.| Weekly 


Monthly . = 


Bi-weekly 


Fortnightly 
.| Weekly ... 


ieee 
Do. YT) 


.| Fortnightly 


Monthly ... 
me 


Monthly ... oe 


pe 


wa 
.| Weekly ., 


Weekly vee 


| Weekly .. 


Do. 


Do. e 


Weekly ... 
me. & 
Do. eee 
Do. , 


Weekly ... 


Weekly ... 


|| Fortnightly 


...| Monthly ... 
ad gecenly 
...| Weekly .. 
ohh ee aes 
we Do. eee 
otk ae 
ee Sa 
er ee Serre 
cool LORULY soe 
oe] Weekly ... 
ick ae eee 
Do. ave 
oo Daily ve 


. 
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150 


400 


1,500 


Be . 
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ENGLISH, MaRa’THI aND GUJsaBa'TI. 

192 | The Baroda Vatsal ...  ... ss ova] Baroda son ave WOU ls | sak 50 

EnauisH, Mara’ta!, Gusara’t1 
AND KONKANI. 


1938 | The Garibéncha Kaivéri (Amicus Pauperum)}| Bombay  ... —+»»| Fortnightly ...| 1,600 


MaRA’THI AND URDU. 


194 | The Gulbarga Saméchér ... ... =...) Gulbarga... __...| Weekly da yel 450 
ANGLO-SINDI. 
195 |TheLur... .. ... «ss | Hyderabad (Sind) -...| Fortnightly ...|.«» 
196 » Prabhdt ... soe ons Sea Do. -»-| Weekly .., ‘a 450 
SINDI- 
197 |The Khairkhah Sind ...... od Karhhi s,s a. ~~ 
198 » Muin-ul-Isl4m ... si we oil: EO vive a ee ot es 300 
199 » sind Sudhaér ae ‘es ius ot }=~ DO dus seal DOs Ss oe 500 
ANGLO-PORTUGUESE. ! 
200 |O Anglo-Lusitano __.... eve isk -»+| Bombay oe ...| Weekly ... aa > 4000 
201 | The Boletim Indiano ... a ‘ai “a oa FE. a ok ae oh a 
PORTUGUESE-KONKANI. 
902 |The Luso-Concanim ... hat ee .».| Bombay ‘as | Weekly ... ‘cel £00 


Notes.—A. The notices from the different Newspapers have been collected in the Report under different heads 
which are printed in italics. 

B. The names of Newspapers are printed in the margin of the Report in italics, and the number of the News 
paper in the above list is printed in brackets after the name. 


©, The system of spelling vernacular words followed by the Reporter is the same as that adopted in the 
Official Spelling List of the Bembay shassang on & One peculiar feature-of this system is that wnen the long (2 Gf 
or d) is the last letter of a word, the accent is left out, and the short a(S3{ =u in gun) is, to prevent confusion, 
never placed at the end of a word, This rule has been strictly followed, except that when the short a appears to be 
absolutely necessary to complete the pronunciation of a word, asin Arunodaya or the well-known Mitra, it is printed 
with a mark over it to indicate that it is short, thus-—-d, 


D. The figures giving the circulation or number of copies published of each newspaper and pericdical as 
furnished by the proprietor, are not guaranteed as accurate, and{in some instances must,be regarded with « ution, 


aes 
Politics and the Public Administration, 


1, Formerly, when foreigners invaded India, they used to plunder the. 
Piciiik Mike ob Padi people once for all and then return to their country. : 
- Bakul (25), 17th July. Even when some of them made this country their 


: : permanent residence, they used to cut off all connection 
with their native land and so India was not a great loser by their occupation. 


But when the British took possession of this land, the very heart of India began: 
to be corroded, She is gradually losing her wealth, and if proper steps are not 
taken in time she will be deprived, not only of her vigour, but of her very life. 
Long before the name of Great Britain was heard India was prosperous and 
civilized, and it is vain to expect that Indians will remain contented under 
the British rule, giving up all ambition and hopes of fame and prosperity. 
Government will, therefore, do well to treat all subjects equally, irrespective of 
any distinctions of colour or race. Taking all things together, such as the 
Home charges, exchange compensation, pension allowances, the interest of 
the national debt, &c,, India has to remit one-fourth of her revenue to a foreign ' 
country. Englishmen profess to be just, honest and truthful, but their actions 
never square with their professions. They cannot be talled the well-wishers 
of their subjects until they cease to give preference to might over right and 
behave justly towards the people. At present, so far as the higher appoint- 
ments are concerned, the military and other departments are closed to the Natives, 
who deserve, in the opinion of the Europeans, only to be kicked like ordinary. 
labourers. The concessions that are commonly given to European traders are 
denied to us. The right of being tried by a jury consisting of a majority of 
one’s own countrymen is restricted to the Europeans only. The people of 
India, who number 280 millions, are not allowed to send a single member to the 
British Parliament. In short, they are. treated just like captive slaves, The 
' only way to remedy this state of things is to represent all matters to the good. 
people of England, and to help with all our might those who are at present 
laying our complaints before the English people. 


2. About a century ago England was a hundred times poorer than India, 
but since the inauspicious advent of the British in 
this country, India has lost all her substance and her 
wealth has been carried away to Hngland. We have 
nothing to say as to what they have done while professing to protect India. 
We have only to point out their partiality for England and injustice to India. 
However miserable the state of India may be, the British Government will 
never stop the export of grain from this country. There have been six or seven 
famines in India during the British rule. How is it that there has been not a 
sincle famine in England? ‘The chief reason of this is that every year the 
English Government keeps one kror of maunds of wheat in reserve, while it © 
does not do any such thing in India. What a great difference there is between 
two countries governed by the same British rulers! This is what is called 
the influence of time. | : | 


England and India. 
Gurdkhi (44), 19th July. 


8. ‘the Bhimsen gives a cartoon, in which Hind and Britannia are repre- 

é sented as holding a conversation on the subject of the 

Alleged discrepancy in the a ation of the Home authorities in declining, on the 

action of the Home authori- : . : ; 

ties in declining to grant One hand, any financial relief to India and making, on 

financial relief to India and the other, a grant of asum of about.a kror anda 

granting the same to Egypt. quarter of rupees to Egypt. In the course of the 

| a conversation Hind expresses her disappointment and 

, | requests Britannia to reconsider her decision about 

India, saying that charity ought to begin at home and that it is undesirable that 
her own children should starve while outsiders should feed fat on her charity. 


4. Many other papers of the week have adversely criticised the action of 
ae England in relinquishing the Egyptian loan. The 
Mumbai Vaibhae (67), Mumbai Vaibhav says:—If the British Government | 


omnes can afford to spend such heavy sums on the African 

wars, and if they can employ Indian regiments for service in Egypt, we put it to 

them why they should not employ the Egyptian army in the wars on the Indian 
con 277—8 v7 , 


8 


frontier. It is a great mistake on the part of the English Government to treat 
Egypt and India differently, and we are-sure that public opinion in England 
will one day force them to rectify this mistake. owever, we think it better 
that they should not commit such mistakes at all. 


5.. What justice and equity is there in spending, as the Christian Indian 
“el Ga Government is doing without any hesitation, a large 
__ Alleged iniquity of spend- nortion of the Indian revenues, not in furtherance of 
ing Indian money for the ; ia ; 
spread of Christianity to tho the Hindu and Musalman religions, which are _ 
prejudice of Hinduand other fessed by far the larger portion of the British Indian 
religions. es subjects, but on the spread of Christianity P Nodoubt 
ns Sip Vrita (96), 2st the present rulers of India are Englishmen, who be- 
) ing Christian in religion are in duty bound to en- 
courage that religion. But Government has no religion, and should have none 
except that of justice, grace and mercy, and whatever the religion of the rulers, 
it is but proper that they should treat equally their subjects without any regard 
to their respective religions. How can it be equitable then to spend for the 
good of the Christian religion money raised. from people believing in other 
persuasions? Moreover, are Christians so impecunious as to need help for their 
religion from India? India is generous and will give to anybody as she 
pleases, but the recipient must care for his own dignity and self-respect. It is, 
indeed, mean for a rich person to beg, leaving his own coffers intact. England 
and America are not at the present moment ina poverty-stricken condition, but 
have been enriched by India, and it is shameful that they should beg for the 
sake of their religion. Government must also exercise some thought in the 
matter. It is good to be charitable to the deserving, but Christianity does not 
deserve and its admirers and followers are not penurious. The Hindu religion 
alone is lame and it is meritorious to assist the lame and the crippled. Gov- 
ernment should not therefore spare even a farthing for the benefit of the 
Christians, but should devote all that fund to some other beneficent object 
or to the religious improvement of the Hindus and others. The present practice 
is like starving the master and feasting the servant, which is iniquitous. 


6. While writing about the death of Mr. Gladstone, the Hindustan mourn- 

| fully asks why India should not produce a single man 

Reason why India doesnot like Mr. Gladstone after having been nearly a century 

99m Nae ig manlike the under the British rule and having had the benefit of 

r. W, E. Gladstone. ; | ; "eae" 

Shri Sayéji Vijaya (18), the high education which is so much boasted of. The 

16th July. ~~ reply to this is a brief one, and it is this. The fault 

| does not lie with the liberal education or the intellect 

of our people, but with the system of British administration. In the statement 

made by the Kesarz a year ago to the effect that all our national qualities are 

being crushed under the roller of the Imperial British rule will be found a 

‘satisfactory reply to the query of the Hindustan. Where is the occasion or 

opportunity for the people of India to display their qualities or the stuff they 

are made of P Many a flower is born. to blush unseen, and so is unfortunately 

the case with our countrymen. We must be content to be “ hewers of wood 

and drawers of water.”’ This is the result of our Government being contented 
with the condition of their subjects ! | 


7. While urging Marathas to ransack their old records and publish them, 
ee moe the Aesarz pays a high compliment to Englishmen 
: seeren nen 8 pride forold for their esteem of old relics, and says :—The annual 
C11C8, . . 
Kesari (54), 19th July, ‘pilgrimage to Stratford-on-Avon for a mere look at the 
ees armchair used by Shakespeare testifies to the pride 
Englishmen feel for their ancestors. It is this genuine pride that has led to the 
-development both of their history and of their dominion. Thetotal absence of it 
amongst us is the sole cause of the loss of our kingdom and of the non-produc- 
tion of any historical writings amongst us. No conquerors have undertaken to 
create such a pride in the conquered, and yet the British rulers have done much 
to throw light on many obscure parts of Maratha history and we hope they will 
continue to doso infuture. Though Englishmen object to the present method of 
teaching Maratha history, they know its value full well. This is apparent from 
the trouble they have taken to preserve the Peshwa’s Daftar and publish such 
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costly books as the Gazetteers, Forrest’s Selections, Aitchison’s Treaties, &c. 
Those who have read of the Sultan who:set on fire the big library at Alexandria 
cannot but feel respect for Englishmen for their efforts in this direction. = ~ 


8. The question regarding the successor of His Excellency Lord Elgin to the 
Observations in connection Viceroyalty of India is the topic of the day and various 
with the selection of anew Mames are being mentioned in this connection, but it 
Viceroy for India. is difficult to pronounce at this moment who the fortu- 
Po cpap (112), 17th nate recipient of the post will be- We only wish that 
J some truly sympathetic and able person may be select- 
ed, one who will not surrender himself into the hands of his advisers, but will 
have the courage of his own convictions. Hitherto all those Viceroys who have 
succeeded the noble Marquis of Ripon have done more harm than good to this 
country, and the present situation is so critical that the Secretary of State for 
India will do well to bear in mind the necessity for selecting some able and 
experienced nobleman for this responsible post in order to restore peace in the 
country. 


9. The people of India as well as of England are anxious to know the 
Ahmedabad Times’ (118) name of the new Viceroy, as the tenure of office of 
7th Ful a oe ae Excellency Lord Elgin is shortly to come to an 
end, but no announcement has yet been made. It 
seems that either the Home authorities have been unable to find out a suitable 
man or that no statesman is forthcoming to accept such a responsible post in 
the present embarrassed condition of the Indian finances, knowing that he will 
not be a free agent to act as he likes. The Natives were delighted to learn that 
in all probability one of the Princes of the reigning family would succeed 
His Iixcellency Lord Elgin, as they believed that the present system of appoint- 
ments of Viceroys from party ranks led to the inevitable result of making the 
Viceroys lean to their parties and prevented them from bringing to the notice 
of the Home authorities the real state of affairs in this country, while a scion 
of the Royal family would not care for party considerations, but would acquaint 
Her Majesty the Queen-Empress with the true state of affairs; but that is not 
to be. : ) 


‘10. Sir William Wedderburn is paying dearly for his sustained advocacy 

of India’s claims. If his criticisms are at times too 
y peed 008 vax Lapa gore? bitter, history will no doubt give him credit for purity 
Wedderburn during the de- of intention in whatever he attempts. Much may he 
bate on the East India Loan excused in a man who has taken up a cause bespeak- 
Bill. _ , ing charity of the highest order, and no wonder if, 
4 a Spectator (4), 17th eine himself but too fully acquainted with the short- 

si comings of the British: Indian administration, he 
should be led by continued indifference to his pathetic appeals for justice and 
~ mercy, to now and then overshoot his mark and speak things which had best 
remain unspoken. Ministers of Cabinet rank could surely well afford to spare 
him such incisive criticisms as come down to the level of personal attacks or 
 gallies of abuse and vituperation, Lord George Hamilton could have refrained 
from this course, secure as he is in the support not only of a large majority of 
his party in the Commons, but of his natural opponent, his Liberal predecessor 
in office. If Sir William was violent, Lord George was doubly so, and if the 
former is to blame, we do not know how the latter can escape double the blame, 
a responsible Minister of the Crown as he is. Sir William had suggested that 
information about India should be obtained from Native gentlemen of rank 
directly, and not through “spies or people of that kind.” In answer, Lord 
George quoted the example of Bombay, and said that Lord Sandhurst sought to 
obtain information from Native sources, and was not apprised by them before- 
hand of the riots of March last. Wo, in Bombay, know how this is a mystifica- 
tion of the facts and how if is one more illustration oo | coke ts kn Lgerpe 
which Ministers often exhibit as regards matters they ougnt to Know and in 
over-confidence claim to know. Tf the riots in Bombay had any lesson to teach, 
it ‘was that Civilian administrators,as such, owing to their habit of working 
in camera and of keeping themselves*generally aloof from the leaders of the 
people, are almost the last persons to come'to know of even those deep currents 
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of disaffection which develop into riots and- open defiance of law and order. 
In our own presidency we have had many examples, of late, of the failure of 
officials to arrive at the truth about such things without taking into confidence 
some of the people for the purpose. The discarded official theories about some 
of the Poona affairs are yet green in our memory, and we suppose Lord 
Sandhurst and his colleagues at least would not set upon native sources of 
information the same low value as is set by the Secretary of State for India. 


11. It is with pleasure we note that eighty-three members of the House 

of Commons have voted in favour of Sir William 

Roto gga rate rg Wedderburn’s amendment in regard to the Loan Bill. 

House of Commons to Sir his fact, independent of any results it may lead to, 

W. Wedderburn’s amend- is very encouraging, as indicative of the growing in- 

ment to the. Hast India terest evinced by the House in Indian affairs, and 

ye a'ji Vijaya (116) mplying a strong condemnation of the ugly and 

} "ae ’ wholly unjustifiable attack of Lord George Hamilton 
20th July, Eng. cols. ) bemd: : : 

on the disinterested and devoted friend of India. 

We never for a moment doubted that the strong common sense of John Bull 

will tear away the film of speciousness and vituperation and get at the real 


truth. It is therefore gratifying to find our expectations more than realised. 


12. Indeed, Sir James Westland’s demand for fresh funds to the tune of 


one kror and twenty lakhs of rupees is a happy sequel 


Remarks in connection : ) ‘ agree: : 
with i teas lie oh et hans to Lord Hamilton’s Loan Bill of ten millions! India 


and twenty lakhs of rupees 18 “ happy” and “‘ flourishing,” because her supposed 
required by the Government credit is great and capitalists’ offers now quadruple 
of ae cin ial ive the demand! So says Lord Hamilton, and to whom 
dike Be, tla (10), Sir Henry Fowler, ex-Secretary for India, nods 

Satie see assent | How happy are the Olympians who, without 
the least interference of the Indian tax-payer, could make their own financial 
arrangements! Could tke Lord Chancellor of England have raised so big a 
loan without the unanimous assent of the House of Commons? But there can 
be no comparison between the British and the Indian tax-payers. In the case 
of the former, the principle of no taxation without representation is given full 
effect to ; in the latter case, though the Indian is represented in Council, a minority 
representation is ineffectual in the control of Indian expenditure, And when 
the Indian tax-payer is left out of account, everything is “happy ” and 
* flourishing,’’ and why may not the Indian executive represent everything as 
‘fair sailirg’?? The wonder is, members of Parliament are never tempted 
to ask, if India is happy, whence are the groans and shrieks about people’s 
impoverishment? The fact of the matter is that under the cld John Company, 
the Company’s charter was never renewed without an enquiry into the Indian 
administration, and naturally its defects were broadly brought out, while, 
under the present system, practically the Indian executive is responsible to none, 
and what wonder if our public debt is piled up to mountain height! On account 
of the periodical enquiry the system under the John Company was most 
beneficial, and one would wish, even with the transfer of administration to 
Royalty, a simiiar control was vested in a Parliamentary Committee neces- 
sitating a similar enquiry into Indian affairs. 


18. It is somewhat pardonable if the poor illiterate people of India 

i ea get frightened at the appearance of plague in their 
ona en abandoning ho, town and hasten to remove, bag and baggage, to 
r gin abandoning his : hae wees cre 
intention of paying a visit to @n uninfected place, but it is surprising that His 
Burma on_ hearing of.a Excellency Lord Elgin, the Viceroy, should have 
a ew case having occurred abandoned his long settled programme of visiting 
oY Gurdhi (44), 98nd July. Burma on hearing of the occurrence of one plague 


case at Rangoon. Wedo not think that one would 


get into the clutches of the law if he said that the Viceroy was afraid of the 


plague. If courageous men like the Viceroy, belonging to the European com- 
munity, are afraid of and flee away from plague-affected places, we do not under- 
stand why the authorities belonging to their own race should place the restric- 
tions of quarantine and medical examination in the way of people in infected 
places going to reside in safe. places, Is there any difference between the 
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physical constitution of the Europeans and that of the Hindus? The only 
matter for consideration is how far a country having a population of 30 krora 
is likely to be benefited by a Government which is afraid of plague. 


14. Mr. James has been appointed to succeed Mr, Nugent, the Revenue 
| Member in the Bombay Legislative Council, who is 
The Honourable Mr,James going on six months’ leave. Mr. James will leave 


as Commissioner in Sind and ; ne ; 
his opeclatinaeh ida sila for Bombay on the 28rd instant to join his new ap- 


sor to the Honourable Mr, pointment. We wish we could Say “we are SOrry 
Nugent, Revenue Member Mr. James is. to leave Sind and remain absent from 
of the Bombay Executive it for a long period of six months.’ But we regret, 
ig (196), 16th Jul Mr, James has not made it easy for us to do so. 
Eng. cols. “y The policy of “divide and rule” which he has intro- 

duced in Sind, and which is largely responsible for 
the widening of the gulf between the two important sections of Her Majesty’s 
subjects in Sind, is alone sufficient to condemn his administration. Mr. James 
is undoubtedly able and energétic. But how has he used his ability and 
energy? Certainly not in so administering the province as to gain the 
confidence and respect of those entrusted to his care. Were it not for the 
fact that the people are conscious that in being appointed to the Bombay 
Council he cannot be said to have severed his connection with Sind even for 
the six months that he will be away—for he is sure to wield considerable 
influence on Sind from Bombay—they would heavea sigh of relief at his 
departure. In saying so we are confident we are expressing sentiments which 
are shared by all except those who, blinded by the present benefits conferred 
upon them, have lost the capacity of looking ahead. 


15. Mr. James is about to leave us for six months or so. He has been 
: a great friend of our Muhammadan countrymen, 

panes on Se ey and they will, no doubt, greatly regret his departure. 
But we are not sure that the Hindus, for whom he has done absolutely nothing, 
will be very much concerned at the termination, temporary or otherwise, of 
his connection with Sind. 


36. If Dame Rumour can be trusted, Sind, it would seem, is about to 
lose for a time at least the services of the Honourable — 
Appointment of Mr. Giles Mr. James. Mr. Wingate, now on leave, is talked of 
oe Pee wt Rg pat as the successor of Mr. James to the Sind Commnission- 
pice ha AN bac rand mag ership. As it will, however, be some time before that 
Karichi Chronicle (5),17th gentleman’s leave expires, Mr. Giles, it is expected, 
July. will take over charge from Mr. James. Mz. Giles 
has already officiated as Commissioner in Sind more 
than once and has given satisfaction all round. We should therefore be glad 
if he were made permanent in the office. He is just the man after the heart 
of the people. | 


17. Inendorsing the views of the Bexgalee regarding the alleged appoint- 
ment of boy Civilians as Collectors, the Champion 

Appointment of ‘boy’ says :—Is it a fact that a large number of young Civi- 
ds ee fee ict Collec-  Jians, hardly with 10 years’ service, are appointed to act 
Ohampion (2), 7th July, 8 Collectors in different localities? If so, what can we 
expect from these comparative fledglings in the service 
in important cases? This is another serious problem to which the attention of 


call Governments should be directed. 


18. The Honourable Mr. P. M. Mehta has, as was of course to be expected, — 
: -been gazetted as a member of the Viceregal Legisla- 
The Honourable Mr. P.M. tiye Council. Not only the people of the Bombay 


‘Mehta considered a repre- Pyosidency. but th f all other presidencies and 
y, but those of all other p . 
Tadeo the Bor provinces of the Empire have hailed with delight this 


Champion (2), 17th July. announcement, fully convinced that no Indian gentle- 

man could better and more zealously and courageously | 

serve their interests in that august assembly at this juncture than our distinguished 

townsman. He will not be the representative of Bombay alone ; he will 

fittingly represent all India, and we should therefore be justified in calling him 

the representative of the British {ndian Empire. | 
CON 277—4 | 
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19. The election of the Honourable Mr. P. M. Mehta to the Bombay seat 
Kaiserce-Hind (112), 17th 42 the Viceregal Legislative Council was discounted 
Sule. Fine. cole Pi roa so long ago that the official announcement of the fact 
oh pnt last week was taken as a. matter of course. When 
his candidature was first announced there was a chorus of universal satisfaction. 
Every presidency and province was rejoiced to hear that Mr. Mehta was going 
back to resume the seat which ill-health alone had compelled him to vacate. 
We feel and think that in the present political and financial condition of India 
Mr. Mehta would be the right man in the right place. There is a conviction 
born of enthusiasm and confidence in his sterling abilities and stern independ- . 
ence, which make our countrymen accept him as their most trusted and cour- 
ageous representative in the Supreme Legislative Assembly. 


20. Itis a general cry in India that bribe-taking is practised to such 
an enormous extent by officials of Government that 
Alleged prevalence of now it has become quite unbearable for the poor 
bribery among Government yavat who has always to deal with Government officers 
~ officials in India. eee : 
Baroda Vateal (192), 17th © some business or other. It is not only officers of 
July, Eng. cols. the lower grades of Government service that are 
given to this evil practice, but officials of the higher 
grades, too, consider it to be no sir at all and are seen to be practising the evil 
art, at the same time taking due care that their base acts do not bring them 
within the four corners of law and that their villainous practice goes on 
undetected and consequen tly unpunished. They say that bribe-taking is more 
rampant in the Police and the Judicial departments—departments that are 
intended specially for the protection of the property, reputation and person of 
the people. The Police department in India needs a remodelling. It is the 
general experience that the police service everywhere consists of unscrupulous 
and ignorant officers and hence the evil practice finds favour with them sooner. 
If Government want at all to improve the police service and make it more 
popular and efficient, it is necessary that it should be reserved for the more 
respectable and efficient class of people. It is difficult to make out a case of 
bribery against an officer or officers who openly practise it. But if the Police 
department takes it upon itself to be more careful in detecting cases of bribery, 
it is certain that the evil practice will be checked to a degree and the rayats 
relieved of much oppression and harassment. 


21. The press prosecutions inaugurated by the Bombay Government 

3 _ being: spurred on by the infatuated Anglo-Indians 

Results of the prosecution have led to very important results. The first and fore- 
and imprisonment of Tilak. 4 : . ; 

Gura’khi (44), 17th July. most of these is that Mr. Tilak has, since his pro- 

secution, become well-known in every part of India. 

It must be said to Lord Sandhurst’s credit that Mr. Tilak’s name is now heard 

in the distant countries of Europe where he was not formerly known and where 

there was no possibility of his ever becoming known. Another result therefrom 

is that Lord Sandhurst has earned a name. Mr. Tilak’s imprisonment is a kind 

of memorial of Lord Sandhurst and the Hindus need not take any trouble to 

commemorate His Excellency’s memory at the time of his departure. Mr. Tilak 

. has pleased the officers in the jail and is now praised for his patience and intel- 

g ligence. | 


22, The Mahratta publishes the following communication from a Bombay 
correspondent to the Hindu of Madras :—On the last 

Comments on the impri- Saturday of June, Mr. Nugent is reported to have 
one Shad ft Wageste paid a visit to Yerrowda Jail and had a long interview 
interview with him in jail. | With Mr. Tilak. What took place between them is 
Mahreita (7), 17th July. not yet known, as no one has since been allowed to 
approach Mr. Tilak. The immediate result of this 

intetview has been the deprivation of the indulgence which the unfortunate 
man had of seeing his relations once a month instead of three months allowed 
by the cules. What possible motive the Honourable Member of Council 
might have had in paying this visit it is not possible to guess till we know 
what passed between them. As I have more than once informed you, in 
all well-informed circles it is firmly believed that Mr. Nugent here and 


Pant. 
ad 


et hae 


13 


‘Mr. Tee-Warner in England share between thom the honour of inauguratin 
and enforemg the recent policy which, 4s we all know, convulsed the Briti 
Indian Empire to its very foundations, and some evil-disposed men imputé 
the visit toa desire on is part to have a good look at the victim of’ his 
‘policy and enjoy his jail dress. But I am inclined to put a more charitable 
view onthe matter, as I cannot believe that a gentleman of Mr. Nugent’s 
position would indulge such malice against a man whom he must, in his heart 
of ‘hearts at least, know to be as honest and innocent as himself. Let us hope 
that the visit is the precursor of a change of tone in the administration of this 
presidency and a reversion to the good old policy of trust and confidence in the 
people. The discontinuance of the indulgence of the monthly interviews with 
relations is no doubt ominous, but in this imperfect world we often have no 
alternative but to hope even against hope. 


23. The position generally taken up by the Indian press is, to a certain 
extent, the necessary outcome of the peculiar position 
The Native press and which it occupies in this country. Some one has very 


Government. aptly compared the functions of the Native press to 
Dnyin Prakdsh (3), 18th those performed by Her Majesty’s Opposition in the 
July, Eng. cols. House of Commons; and as it would obviously be 


| ridiculous on the part of the Cabinet to complain 
about not getting praises from the Front Opposition benches, so it would be 
equally ridiculous for Government to always expect praises from the Native 
press. But it should be remembered (though this is always conveniently for- 
gotten) that the Native press is not therefore to be considered the enemy of 
Government any more than Her Majesty’s Opposition could be so termed. 
The one acts and is intended to act asa brake or a check on the other, and if 
the whole machinery of Government is desired to work smoothly, this check or 
brake is as important and indispensable a piece of that machinery as any other. 
The establishment of a free press and a free expression of views by the people 
is a very important element in the proper carrying on of the work of Govern- 
ment, and the Government must not only coldly tolerate that institution, but 
must, on the contrary, actually encourage and nurture it until it attains 
a high degree of efficiency. They would do well to remember that a flattering 
and reptile Native press is a far greater evil than an open-mouthed independ- 
ent press, even though the latter may in some cases be led into error by over- 
zeal or incorrect information. Government should rather look with patience 
and toleration on the working of the Native press, and not be too ready to find 
fault and punish any departure from strict principles of journalism. Such 
deviations must be dealt with leniently and not with a strong hand so as to lead 
people to believe the Government to be opposed to the very existence of the 
press itself. The Native press also, in its turn, must remember that their func- 
tions are, though arduous, very delicate and responsible and must not be lightly 
carried on. Instead of indulging in unnecessary and unseemly vituperation, 
they must learn “ to defy the Government by fidelity to facts, to just argument, 
and to moderate expression.’”? With these strong weapons in their hands they 
need fear nobody, and might safely allow the Anglo-Indian papers to assume 
the much coveted role of detecters of sedition,—only to find out what really has 
never existed except in the heated imagination of screeching Anglo-Indian 
papers. 


24, The Reporter on the Native Press and other officers of Government 
seem to look at the Native newspapers with only one 

Alleged one-sidedness of of their eyes and therefore see and bring to the notice of 
gi. ( ‘ 5), 19th July, Government only those articles in which the Govern- 
: Pad y+ ment and their actions are strongly criticised. But how 

can Government form their opinion about a newspaper unless its writings, 
both favourable and unfavourable, are brought to their notice P Even a 
most loving and obedient child has occasion to speak harshly of its mother, 
7 and so is the case with newspapers. If, therefore, the newspapers, which are 
. perfectly loyal and frequently praise Government, do occasionally write strongly 
t against them, the latter should calmly consider the matter and try to correct 
their own mistakes instead of losing their temper and finding fault with the 
newspapers for strong writings. But if, instead of doing this, Government con- 
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sider themselves infallible and do not like to be blamed by ache ayia even for 
injustice unintentionally done by them, what wonder is there if the people think 
that Government are acting towards them like astep-mother ? The Government 
being foreign is naturally inclined to do more good to their own country while 
administering India, andin order, therefore, that the people may not attri- 
bute to them any evil motive, they should take care not to behave towards them 
like a step-mother. We request Government to instruct their officers who 
are entrusted with the duty of acquainting them with the writings in news- 
papers to bring to their notice both kinds of writings, favourable and unfavour- 
able, in order to enable Government to form a correct opinion about the tone and 
character of the Native newspapers. 


25. When we consider the constitution of the jury in the Barrackpur 
murder case, and the general tendency of European 
Comments on the verdict juries to acquit their countrymen charged with the 
ric pi tg me Daregeeper murder. oF natives of this country, we must say that 
Native Opinion (16), 21st the verdict of the Jury in the present case, which was 
July, Eng. cols. composed exclusively of Europeans, must be regarded. 
with no small satisfaction. Even if European juries 
tried, as in the present case, to do partial justice, they would not incur so much 
odium among the Natives as they -have done. by their persistent policy of 
acquittal. The Secretary of State, who was at pains to conceal the nationality 
of the criminals in the present case, may also take a lesson from this jas well as 
from numerous other cases that crop up from time to time in this country. 
Lord George Hamilton believes Tommy Atkins to be the prototype of all that 
is gentie in this world, and looked with pious indignation last year on the 
accusations of a Native gentleman against his pets. But the specific instances 
which are made public from week to week show that the pets of Lord George 
will not scruple to perpetrate any kind of crime, It is only failure of justice 
which has shielded them. We must commend the action of the Calcutta ju 
which gave its unanimous verdict that the accused were all guilty of causing 
grievous hurt voluntarily, we believe, though the telegrams to the morning 
dailies do not specify it, for otherwise seven years would have been a rather 
severe punishment. 7 2 


26. Some narrow-minded Anglo-Indian officers and writers belonging to the 
same ilk have recommended from time to time that 

Unsatisfactory termina- the Natives should be deprived of the right of trial by 
ised at the Bombay ani Jury on the ground that they are partial to their own 
the Caleutta High Courtsand countrymen, specially in murder cases, in which some 
the new amendment in the of them decline to give a verdict of guilty on religious 
criminal law regarding una- grounds. But it has been authoritatively proved on 
munene vere Mt J, (195) enquiry that this: opinion is unfounded. Executive 
23rd July. ar "and judicial futictions being centred in the same persons 
in the districts, they have todo the threefold work 

of the complainant, the witness and the Judge, and it is not easy to discharge 
all these functions in the manner in which they ought to be discharged. When 
they find themselves unsuccessful in the cases prosecuted by themselves, they are 
naturally led to think that justice is not properly done. For, after all, they are but 
human beings and cannot be expected to be free from the ordinary human faults. 
It is, therefore, objectionable to depend entirely on their opinions without any 
extra enquiry in deciding whether the right of trial by jury is beneficial or 
otherwise. In deciding this question, it 1s necessary to examine the decisions 
of High Court Judges, who have nothing to do with the executive work, and 
whose duties are entirely judicia], and such an examination has resulted in very 
“satisfactory conclusions. When a few years ago Sir Charles Hiliot, late Lieu- 
tenant-Governor of Bengal, proposed to deprive his subjects of the right of trial 
by jury, 2 Commission was appointed at the suggestion of the then Secretary of 
State for India to enquire into the matter, and from the statement of cases 
decided by juries sasneed by the Commission it was seen that in 50 per cent. of 
the cases in which the District Judges differed from the juries, the Judges were 
in the wrong and the juries were in the right. A similar conclusion has been 
arrived at with regard tothe cases sent to the High Court for revision and review, 
‘and the result of the whole enquiry was that the charge of wrong decisions and 
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partiality brought against Native juries was found to be without any basis. On 
the other hand, the precedents which some European jurors have laid down in 
adjudicating upon charges are not, we regret to say, such as will lead any one 
to think well of them, and if one were to speak ill of the right of trial by jury on 
the strength of verdicts returned by European jurors, he would be speaking 
to no purpose. Thelaw has provided that the greater number of jurors in cases 
against Huropeans should, if so required by the accused, be Europeans, and the 
consequence is that there is scarcely a Native juror in juries empannelled for 
the trial of European accused. Though this difference in trials of Natives and 
Europeans is such as cannot be approved of, the Native public can do nothi 

beyond respectfully protesting against this differentiating law, and would not 
have cared for it at all if the European juries had done their duty in a manner 
against which no objection could be taken. But, unfortunately, there are many 
instances in which these juries have not done their work in a satisfactory man- 
ner. The Native public has marked with great uneasiness that in serious cases of 
murder or of unlawfully causing death the European juries have been backward 
in discharging their functions uprightly. In the Bombay High Court there 
was a case against one Parker for having caused grievous hurt to a low Native 
woman by throwing her into the river and the case was a simple one, the accused 
having admitted the facts. The defence of the accused was that the woman had 
put her hand into his pocket and that he was compelled to give hera push. This 
defence is not sufficient to exculpate the accused, for he knew that he and the 
woman were quite on the bank of the river and that a push would throw her into 
the water and cause her grievous injury. A man has a right to defend himself 
and his property, but not so as to cause unnecessary harm to the person defended 
against. Another circumstance mentioned by the accused in his own defence 
was that he was drunk at the time. But this is no proper defence. If offences 
committed while under the influence of drink go unpunished, crime would be 
on the increase. In spite of sucha: lame defence the accused was declared 
‘not guilty’ by his fellow countrymen and a grave offence was left unvisited 
with the proper punishment. The termination of another case recently decided 
against three European soldiers at the Calcutta Sessions Court is not so 
unsatisfactory. However, it cannot be said to be such as would reflect credit on 
European juries. That case also was a simple one. The three accused having 


asked Dr, Sircar to let them use his carriage, he declined, and the accused in - 


consequence threw stones at the glass windows of his dispensary, and when the 
doctor admonished them for so doing, they threw him on the ground and trampled 
upon him with their military boots on. It is unnecessary to say what the result 
of such an assault with the boots shod with iron was. Unlike the case of Parker, 
there was no extenuating circumstance in the Calcutta case, and knowing, as 
the accused must have done, the likely result of such an assault, they were 
evidently guilty of man-slaughter, and yet their countrymen, the jurors, declined 
to return such a verdict, but pronounced them to be guilty of only a less serious 
offence. Unfortunately, the presiding Judge was bound by law to accept a 
unanimous verdict of the jury and could not interfere with it; yet he adopted 
a course which will gratify the public. He expressed his disapproval of the 
verdict by telling the accused that the jury had taken a very compassionate 
view of the case, and by sentencing them to the longest term of imprisonment 
provided by law. He had also drawn the attention of the jurors to the charge 
of partiality brought by the Native public against European jurors in India 
and warned them not to lend support to this charge by their verdict; but this 
advice had no effect on the jurors. If under these circumstances the law 
provided for an appeal against a unanimous verdict of the jury, the ends of 
British justice would be very well met, and it is to be hoped that the Native 
members of the Supreme Legislative Council will bring forward a Bill for the 
amendment of the existing law in this direction. 


27. Referring to the judgment of the District Magistrate upon the 

| Samastipur shooting case, the Indu Prakdsh ob- 

Remarks on the judgment seryes:—We are sorry we cannot make ourselves 
of the District Magistrate elieve that the Magistrate has sentenced the accused 
a eee Samastipur shooting +) the punishment he deserves. We are sure the 
Indu Praka'sh (14), 18th result of the present case will simply serve to accen- 
July, Eng. cols. ~ tuate the belief that no justice can be secured when 


the accused is an European and is charged with com- 
con 277—5 | : 
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mitting an offence against a Native. Acquittals, or, when they are palpably 
unjust, nominal punishments, of Europeans charged with committing offences 
against Natives have unfortunately been so frequent in this country that 
the present case furnishes no special cause for wonder or resentment. One 
feature is strikingly common to all such cases. The Magistrates seem to 
have come to a tacit understanding, bordering almost on conviction, that 
when an gor, is accused of ‘ kicking,’ ‘shooting,’ ‘ throwing ’ a nigger or of 
any other similar offence against him, no value is to be attached to the evidence 
of Native witnesses on the side of the injured party. In the recent Poona 
Bund Garden case Justice Strachey regarded the statement of the accused as 
more worthy of credence than that of the injured woman ; and now in the case 
under question, Mr. E. Geake, the Magistrate, maintains that no reliance can be 
placed on the statements of the persons in the marriage procession at which the 
accused fired his gun. At any rate, it was too much to reject altogether the 
evidence of the witnesses, especially as they had strictly adhered to their state- 
ments made before the Sub-Divisional Magistrate, The trying Magistrate seems 
to have been influenced by the prejudice often expressed by Anglo-Indians that 
Natives try to draw pecuniary profit from such cases. Altogether such cases are _ 
calculated to make a very bad impression upon the Indian mind with regard 
to the real character of the British rule. The great evil in Indian administra- 
tion is supreme insolence on the part of some of the Anglo-Indian officials, 
and unless it is checked, it is idle to expect diminution in the number of such 
cases. | 


28. Alfred Charles Parker, the hero (!) of what is known as the Bund 
| Garden tragedy at Poona, has escaped scot-free. We 
oi apace 2 LT a have no wish to go deep into the moral abominations 
Poona Bund Garden case Of the case, but it seems that the evidence adduced 
tried at the last sessions of against Parker at the sessions was by no means so 
the Bombay High Court. = untenable as to make every one feel that his escape 
Sal ndian Spectator (4), 17th Was not one more illustration of the practical hopeless- 
2 ness of expecting conviction of a white man for an 
offence against.a Native, at the hands of a jury consisting of a majority of the 
former’s countrymen. Perhaps Parker was technically not guilty of the serious 
offence of attempt to murder or grievous hurt. But we believe there are sections 
in the Penal Code which punish extremely rash and dangerous acts, within the 
scope of one of which Parker’s action could have been brought. It is a pity 
that he was charged only under the heavier counts, otherwise he might have 
been convicted of the minor offence of a rash and negligent act, and then the 
scandal of the escape of a white offender from the clutches of the law would 
have been averted. 


29, Referring to the recommendations of the Russel Committee appointed 

) in England for providing against the exorbitant rate 

Suggestion to Government of interest charged by the usurers, the Mumbar 
“2b ag emaaa id Aogsghs eel rs rip omryos lee to take up 
“t  Waikhe 7), the question of the indebted agriculturists and pass a 
‘onto ro Oa law ‘that no creditor shall take interest higher than 
12 per cent. in the mofussil and 18 per cent. in the 

presidency towns. It further says :—Such a law would not tell heavily on the 
class of creditors, while it will relieve the agriculturists of their unjust burdens. 
This new law must, to be of any use, be brought into force immediately after it 
is passed, Following the example of the English Government, who have given 


special powers to Judges for the extermination of the usury system, our Govern- 


ment should adopt some stringent measures with that object in view. It is not 


the agriculturists alone that suffer in this way ; some provision must also be made 
for ordinary people. The creditors charge excessive interest and demand it © 
even before the agreed term expires. Government should be careful not to 
mind its officials who urge that such a law would make the poor still more miser- 
able, as the creditors would cease to advance money in accordance with the new 
law. We assure Government that no such thing will happen. The creditors 
will not allow their money to lie unused in their houses, but will lend it upon 
the new conditions, fe | 
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80. The Postal Department always shows commendable zeal in moving. 


Postal De. With the times and making timely concessions to 
Presa 8 Tehiiene cer- popular demands, In Calcutta, during the past 
tain reforms. twelve months, the experiment of having a “ continuous 
> Dnya'n Praka'sh (3), 18th etter delivery’? has been tried with marked success 
ee ne: Oe and it has now been decided 1o continue the system per- 
manently. Under this arrangement there is practically an hourly collection and 
delivery of letters in the principal business portion of the city, and it is expected 
that the scheme will shortly be extended so as to include the whole postal area 
of Calcutta proper. This is as it should be, and we do not see why a similar 
arrangement should not be introduced in other large towns such as Bombay, 
Madras, Allahabad, Poona, Delhi, &. Another useful lesson which our Post 
Master General in Bombay may learn from Calcutta is as regards the delivery 
of registered letters, money orders and value-payable parcels on Sundays. In 
our presidency this kind of delivery takes place only on week days, and that 
too only once aday. In fact, much inconvenience is felt by people not getting 
their value-payables and money orders before they leave home for office. Another 
very important reform that the Postal Union is going shortly to achieve is the 
introduction of universal penny postage throughout the countries embraced by 
the Union. To us in India;the reform would mean much, for our letters, which 
are now taken to England for two annas and a half, will thenceforward only 
require one anna, thus decreasing the charge by more than 50 per cent., and in 
that case a post-card could be charged at only half an anna. This would be 
eminently satisfactory. We would further request the postal authorities to 
reconsider their tariff for transmission of newspapers in India, At present 
the cost is three pies per issue, but even this is to0 high and in some cases 
equal to the price of the newspaper itself. A number of Marathi papers are 


now sold at 12 annas or a rupee a year, and the cost of their transmission 


amounts to 13 annas for the same period. The department lately increased 
the weight of newspapers to be conveyed for six pies from 10 to 20 tolas, but 
this concession benefits very few Native newspapers, as very few weigh more 
than 10 tolas. What ought to have been done at the same time was to reduce 
the charges to half a pice in the case of papers weighing less than 5 tolas—a 
concession which would have been eminently useful to various Native news- 
papers. 


31, The public sale of liquor and toddy licenses has, as was to be expected, 
Remarks on the recent resulted in very large sums bid for them. We cannot, 
public sale of liquor and however, congratulate the Abkdri Department on this 
toddy licenses in Bombay. increased revenue. ‘That department has been true to 
Ra’st Goftar (115), 17th its instinct of playing on the weaknesses of humanity 
eo, Sy ome. and has gambled for increased revenue. It is perfectly 
evident to all that the high prices at which the licenses are knocked down are 
not bona fide, that is, due to increased profits of legitimate trade in liquor and 
toddy. ‘They are due to a variety of causes, some of which it should be the 
constant endeavour of Government, and of all Government officials, to discourage. 
They are, briefly, personal ill-will between rival shopkeepers and an expectae 
tion to make up the sum by hook or by crook by illegitimate means, the conse- 
quences of which are visited on the consumers. We ask if it is right for Gov- 
ernment to encourage this sort of dishonesty by putting up licenses to public 
auction. Wesay the Abkdri Department encourages dishonesty, because the 
inevitable result of its action is that, unless the shopkeepers resort to dishonest 
practices, such as short measures and adulteration, they cannot afford to paysthe 
license fees, let alone any profit from the business. We say that this must 
be patent to all Abkdri officials, and yet the system is kept up year after year. 
It isa significant commentary on the oft-declared intention of Government that 
toddy, as an innocuous drink, should be sold at a moderate price, so that it may 
be within the means of the very poor, who require it most. We do not doubt 


the sincerity of these declarations of Government, and would ask Government . 


if the system which they permit is at all calculated to carry out their intentions 
inthe matter. Let the Government see that the recommendations of the 
Bombay Abkéri Commission of 1886, in which they concurred at the time, are 
honestly carried out, and most of the agitation on this subject will disappear, 
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for it is no other than a great boon to the poor. 


and the poor bless the Government for the boon of cheap and wholesome toddy, 


32. However skilfully the officers of Government may try to disguise 
Imposition of additional 1%, the additional police forces established in some of 
olice forces in the Bombay OUr towns and cities are really punitive in their 
Presidency. nature, Official sophistry may deny this punitive 
Native Opinion (16), 17th pature and call them protective forces; but the Secre- 
wnly, Eng. cols. tary of State at least understands them as punitive. 
In needlessly imposing a punitive force upon a town, the Government is 
punishing all the townsmen, guilty or not guilty alike. Rather we should say 
that the Government’s mode of punishment is, since the amendment of the Police 
Act last year, more calculated to punish the innocent than the guilty. On the 
authority of one of these amendments Government is now going to make the 
landholders and householders of Sinnar pay for the cost of the additional police. 
Has Government ascertained if the landed interest at Sinnar which has now been 
made taxable, or any part of it, has been implicated in the crimes which have 
led the Government to impose the additional police? If any of the land- 
holders have been so known or found to be implicated, by all means let them be 
punished individually, and we shall have no sympathy for them. But when 
Government is going to punish a whole class, we feel bound to protest against 
the indiscriminate nature of the punishment, As a rule, landholders and others 
who have an interest or reputation at stake do not mix with rioters, who generally 
come from the ranks of badmashes. These should be punished; but the guilt- 
less landholders ought not to be made to pay for the folly or the wickedness of 
' the former. Entirely opposed as we are to the principle underlying the puni- 
tive impost, we feel bound to raise our voice against the iniquitous proceedings 
of the Bombay Government, who, we hope, will reconsider the question, parti- 
cularly the way in which the charges are to be met. 


38. We hear that the good people of the Nasik District have applied to 
i a ai Government to bless them with a larger number of 
to trmssfer the additional ‘He guardians of public peace and property and to 
police at Poona to the Nasik save them from the daring robberies that have become - 
District, where they are of latesomewhat more numerous than is ever desirable. 
wanted by the ig July, Lt the additional police force of Poona were told off 
rah CO)s Sth &t'Y> to do duty in the Nasik District, they would be delight- 
otned ed with the change, as they must be tired of wasting 
their time without doing anything. Perhaps, we shall be told that the police 
force in question is not intended for tracing out robbers in rural districts and 
are simply expected to do city work. If that be the case, which, we hope, it 
is not, then the city of Nasik might be safely put in their charge and a sufficient 
number of the ordinary police force of the city set apart for the purpose. 
If, however, Government are not disposed to favour the proposed arrangement, 
then it will have to be said that the ways of Government, like those of Destiny, 
are strange indeed, for they give where there is already a superfluity, but 
withhold from those who are sorely in need ! 


34. Now that Mr. James is about to leave the province of Sind for a term 

of nearly six months, we should expect him, with his 

‘Frequency of dacoities in ability and resourcefulness, to leave behind some 
Sind ar ne ging, measure for the effectual suppression of the evil 
"Phenix (8), 16th 5 yg ’ against which we have cried ourselves hoarse. We 

| are not sure that the best way of dealing with matters 
of such a grave nature is to be absolutely ap athetic and to turn a deaf ear to 
“all prayers for help. Here in Sind, excepting the temporary expedition of 
Messrs. Lucas and Mahomed Yakub to Thar and Parkar, we have not seen the 
authorities move their little finger to organize a general system for the suppres- 
‘sion of dacoity. ‘We are pleased to notice in the last official Gazette the im- 
sora of punitive police upon certain lawless tribes of the Sanghar District, 
‘but we are not convinced that this will have the desired effect. The reign of 
terror which Bachu’s gang succeeded in establishing in Thar and Parkar in 
1895-96 made rich people yield blackmail to the dacoits with the ‘utmost will- 
ingness, and the recurrence of such a state of things will make the dacoits 
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cles indifferent to the charge of the punitive police, from which, moreover, 
the criminals, who are constantly on the move, or who have no fixed habitation, 
will find it easy to escape. We should not be understood to advocate the 
abolition of this repressive measure; on the contrary, we shall be glad if it is 
resorted to as frequently ascan be. What we say is that this is not likely to 
be an effectual remedy. The unfortunate circumstance that the criminals of 
this class almost exclusively belong to one race, viz., the Muhammadans, and the 
victims to the other, Hindu, between whom for many years past there has not 
been much love lost, has accentuated the impression (a very wrong one no 
doubt) entertained by the ignorant of both the communities alike, by the small 
Zamindar of the village as well as by the petty money-lender, that the Government 
officers cannot take any zealous interest in the protection of the hated Hindu 
from the invasions of the favoured Muhammadan. We cannot persuade our- 
selves to believe that any humane officers of Government will not feel pained to 
see their law-abiding, however hated, subjects pillaged, tortured and slaughtered. 
None the less do we feel that it is the bounden duty of these officers, when they 
find this crime assuming the proportions it has done, to raise their powerful 
arm in cutting itdown. This duty appeals tono officer more than to Mr. James, 
whose pro-Muhammadan proclivities are so notable. We feel strongly that 
nothing will put an end to dacoities, so long as the dacoits are tried in the ordi- 
nary courts of justice by the ordinary procedure. We very much doubt if 
conviction could have been secured either in the Sukkur riot case or the trial of 
Bachu, if Mr. Hart-Davies had not been specially told off on this duty. And 
still both these convictions were perfectly just ; nobody has ever said a word 
against them. Why not then have a Special Judge for dacoities—say, a Judge 
like Mr. Gloster, who, while capable of being trusted to let off the really 
innocent, will not, in arriving at his conclusions, surrender to the trammels of the 
evidential crotchets of English law, which frequently bar the door against truth ? 
As things now are, the prospect of a trial in the Sessions Court invariably 
emboldens the dacoit and fills the mind of his victim with despair. 


35. We refer the reader to the local columns of the Phenix for partis 
culars of yet further dacoities. It is, indeed, nothing 

Dacoities in Sind andthe short of a shame that the occurrence of these robberies 
= negligence of the should be so frequent in a province which is ruled 
F Phasain (3), 20th Jaly. by the British and the inhabitants of which are 
: consequently entitled to look up to Government to 

protect them from the ruffianism of outlaws and marauders. The police, we are 
afraid, are a great deal to blame for the frequent occurrence of these acts of law- 
lessness and crime. The fact that security of life and property has become almost 
a delusion and a snare in the province goes clearly to show that there is a screw 
loose somewhere in the Police department, the adjustment of which alone can 
reassure public opinion and conduce to the safety of the public. It is the duty 
of the higher officials now engaged in the most commendable and praiseworthy 
task of admiring each other and ferreting out sedition, to shake off their apathy 
and look the question in the face. They alone can keep the police straight, and 
if they choose to allow the blessed Bobbies to have their own way in the matter, 
we are afraid we shail never hear the last of these disgraceful outbreaks of 
ruffianism. The lukewarmness o* the higher officials in the matter is quite 


inexplicable. 


86. We learn that in connection with the dacoities in the Ndsik District 
Ear _._. Government have issued circulars to Méamlatddrs in 
PO rence in the Nasil: Dis-  4)) the tdlukas and bese asked them to pecanmnen aed 
ee sons from every village to whom weapons and passes 
i ean acd cartana d use them ree! be woe They have also appoint- 
ed on special duty one Assistant Police Superintendent, one Police Inspector, 
one Chief Constable, some Head Constables and a few armed police. We thank 
the Collector for pointing out one or two inaccuracies in our last. week’s 
summary of dacoities. We are given to understand that the report of one 
death having occurred in the Jamgaon dacoity is not true, and that the rumour 
of the dacoits having run away with the arms of ‘some policemen is unfounded. 
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37. Was it over-cautiousness, or the natural over-zeal of men in authority, 

| who, after supersession, had been once more restored 
to full power, which was at the bottom of the alarm 
given two. weeks ago that the plague had already 


Alarm of the recrudescence 
of plague in Bombay given 
by the authorities said to be 


unfounded. begun to reappear in right earnest in Bombay? The 
Indian Spectator (4), 17th situation has not certainly grown so bad as we were 
July. led to expect. During the week ending Thursday last 


there were this year 526 deaths as against 575 last 
year. This year the plague cases registered are 59 and the deaths 56, as against 
6 and 4 respectively in the previous year. As cholera was not raging very 
high this time last year, the figures show that the health of Bombay this 
year, but for plague, would have been exceptionally good. And as regards 
plague, the figures show no rise from day to day. To us, however, it seems 
more probable that difference in the registration of plague cases is the true 
explanation of what looks like a difference in the total mortality. Either many 
cases of plague remained unregistered last year, or many that are not plague 
cases are registered as such this year. If the alarm that was given, of a recrudes- 
si cence having already begun, be justified, let us know why, from day to day, the 
total mortality remains reassuringly low. If, however, the alarm was given 
too hastily, we should like it to be so acknowledged. It is no good to create an 
artificial panic among the people.. They are, of course, ready for a third 
visitation of the epidemic, but let not its perils and anxieties be anticipated 
too soon without cause. 
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38. We learn that the authorities have, in view of the threatened early 
recrudescence of plague, resolved upon making serious 
efforts to induce the people of Bombay to send away 
their families to their native places, so as to save 


Alleged efforts of the 
plague authorities in Bom- 
bay to induce people to send eg 
their families to their native trouble to themselves as well as to Government. The 


j places in view of the early propriety of this resolution, as well as the possibility 
‘ recrudescence of plague, dis- ‘of success of the endeavours to be made to give effect 


7 approved. . ° ° 
a oy A Spectator (4), 17th tO it, seems to us to be very doubtful indeed. Has it 
July. then come to this, that the authorities, as a means 


) to fighting the plague, want the heads or working 
members of families in Bombay to begin to lead solitary lives long before a 
recrudescence is actually on them? We can understand the principle of 
encouraging partial or total evacuation of an affected town. But to work at 
making the population sparse, ag a preparation to meeting the plague when 
it reappears, can hardly be a remedy creditable to those who have faith in the 
efficacy of efforts to stamp out the plague: The time to encourage emigration 
will come when the plague gets out of hand. If it recrudesces and gains 
force again this year, let there be no revival of the fatal policy pursued last 
year, of confining and cooping up the people in the affected city and virtually 
dooming them to death. Till then, let the people live happily with their 
families, and let efforts be directed towards preventing a recrudescence, or at least 
towards checking the progress of the revived epidemic. At any rate, the stoic 
Indian would not like to part with his family when the danger of revived plague 
virulence is still only prospective. 


39. Referring to an early outbreak of plague in Bombay this year, the 
Champion says :—The sooner the authorities responsible 

The plague measures to be gre prepared to cope with the disease, the better, That 
rreant dea Brg te ™ quiet and unobtrusive, but aetive and thoughtful 
cence of plegue in Bombay Citizen, Mr. Lund, informs the public that the less 
and the duty of Government. the authorities devote their attention to what are 
- “Champion (2),17%th July. _ practically useless preventives in a crowded city like 
| Bombay, with diversity of races and racial prejudices, 

the more likely it is that people will have greater confidence in themselves to do 
what is right. But if segregation and quarantine are to be enforced in anything 
like the manner they were last year, then we may soon expect a wholesale 
stampede, far surpassing tuat of Calcutta, and possibly worse in ifs con- 
sequences. Segregation and quarantine arc now useless like all other exploded 
sanitary myths, and must be abandoned to a very large extent. Domestic 
segregation, as they have introduced it in Calcutta, will be enough. With such 
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@ procedure it is almost certain that half or more than half of the popular 
terror.as to plague measures will be gone, and, with confidence established, 
the ue authorities are likely to cope with the plague better than they 
did last year, while the expenditure may not be one-fourth of what was 
incurred. But everything which has to be done must be done quickly. 
Having picnics and balls at Ganesh 'Khind may be a very jolly pastime; but 
the more serious pastime of keeping watch and ward over its own servants is 
highly necessary. When, therefore, may we witness reasonable activity in 
plague matters at Ganesh Khind? If they showed even half the zeal in 
matters of plague which ‘they do in entertaining society so called, they would 
deserve well of the people. 


40. The system adopted by the Bombay Municipality, since the transfer 
Alene’ | incbaventeune of plague work into its hands, for granting passes to 
caused to persons wishing to Persons desirous of leaving Bombay 1S fraught with 
secure passes for going out greater inconvenience to the public than that which 
eon ey 08). 17th July, OUtaimed under the Plague Committee. Only one 
Gujarati (108), Ith July. ofeg has been opened for each ward and the people 
living at the farthest end of the ward find it difficult to attend the ward office 
with family and children to secure passes. It would therefore be a great con- 
venience if more offices were opened in large wards. 


41. His Excellency Lord Sandhurst paid a visit to Hubli on the 15th 
instant. For two or three days previous to this visit 
penis Excellency Ford Sand- the market at Hubli was closed. His Excellency was 
" Kesari (54), 19th July. not pleased to receive the address of the people which 

| set forth their complaints about the removal of the 
people of a whole portion of the town to the segregation camp on the occurrence 
of a single plague case in it, their detention in the quarantine camp for 10 or 
15 days, the non-issue of any passes to traders, the taking of a dead body to the 
hospital for ascertaining whether it was a plague case, and indirect compulsion 
for prophylactic inoculation. But we hope Lord Sandhurst, though he did 
not receive the address of the people -in public, will calmly think over its 


contents. 


42. By the advent of plague in Hubli, people have been put to innu- 
merable calamities. Some have taken to the jungles, 

y ae "Dhé = ana at and some are compelled to meekly submit to the 
| ps a Vriti (168), 19th strict measures adopted by Government in stamping it 
July. out, managing at the same time to keep their houses 
and surroundings as clean as they can. These mat- 

ters, coupled with the severe aspect the epidemic has assumed in some other places 
of the Bombay Presidency, led the doctors to put down every kind of fever in the 
category of plague cases in the hope of a continuance of their salaries. The 
measures for stamping out the plague have entailed too many hardships on the 
people. They are checkmated in their movements from place to place. 
The sick and the dead are promiscuously conveyed in the same ambulances. 
Even if a person be confined to bed for 15 or 20 days his sickness is considered 
due to plague. On the occurrence of a case in a single dwelling, all the 
inhabitants of the lane are sent to the segregation camp. The arrangements 
in the camps, too,are of the most defective type. Even sufficient provision 
cannot be had in the solitary shop opened there. These and other matters 
will explain vividly the hardships which the Hubli inhabitants are suffering 


from at present. | 


43, The Rdjahansa observes that the town of Dharwar was completely 

. free from plague until the occurrence of two or three 

Plague operations 8 gag ao cases during the last week. All of them were arri- 

A crema (166), 20th vals from Hubli. This tends to prove that sufficient 

ae care is not taken by the plague authorities in re- 

gard to the arrivals from plague-affected places, and in case the epidemic 

breaks out in a virulent form at Dharwar the authorities will be to blame for 
the mishap. 1 : Sime bs 21 Mi Et ie Rag 
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} iment to the most heartfelt gratitude by helping’ us, to get rid ‘of 
Scio teeun oftcess aa the. epidemic within an incalculably short time, A 


thee subordinates. - good share of the credit is also due to the people’ 
uly. ie 


shown that they are not wanting in the requisite 
foresight.and wisdom to meet a sudden contingency like the outbreak of a 
deadly pestilence. It is to be hoped that the services of all those who have 
done good work in this connection will meet with substantial recognition at 
the hands of the higher authorities. While on this subject we should like to 
make particular mention of the subordinate plague officers, who in a quiet and 


- unostentatious manner have. been devoting themselves heart and soul to the 


work of eradicating the plague from our midst. They too have fully established 
their claims to the allowances which are at present confined to the fortunate 
few, and the interests of justice demand that their claims on the consideration 
of the authorities should not be overlooked. 


A serious statement made 45. In our issue of 21st June last we had 
by ~ —— ” gw ge written about the theft of Rs. 45,000 in the Anand 
v8 7a ye 6 detention camp and stated that two sepoys belonging 

jl “ae we rag to the camp and one clerk had a hand in the theft ; 
groundless, but the special information now received in the matter 


Gura’khi (44), 21st July. shows that our statement was groundless. 


46. Ina contributed article, the Kaira Vartamdn writes :—It is reported 
3 that about a week ago the cultivators of certain vil- 
Alleged grievances of the Jages of the Matar Téluka in the Kaira District were 
nig bigs cag hare villages symmoned at Vaddla by the ‘general duty clerk ’ of 
1 ict, P . = ° ° 
‘Kaira Vartamén (143), Matar, who tried to bully them into paying the land 
20th July. tax by resorting to cruel modes, such as making them 
stand in the rain, stoop down and hold their toes 
and by putting on their backs loads of wood and preventing them from going 
back to their homes. The rayat has no. objection to Government recovering their 
dues in a fair and constitutional manner. It isa pity that Mr. DeSouza, 
Acting Collector, should not take into consideration the real difficulties of the 
rayats to pay the tax just now, but try to recover it in the name of the law 
under the mistaken notion that it will not be paid if further delay is caused. It 
is to be regretted that the Commissioner, N. D., and Mr. Carmichael, Collector 
of Kaira, who are more experienced officers, are on leave and it would be a great 


blessing to the rayats if the acting incumbents of those posts moved Government 
to be lenient. 


_ 47. A correspondent writes :—W henever an ignorant farmer has to make 
f eo an acknowledgment of the transfer of his land to 
Alleged custom of the Kul- somebody or to give a Kabulayat, the Kulkarnis 
4 radio ala bribes from of the village and the karkuns of the Mémlatdédr 
Mahdrdshtra Mitra (68) refuse to take up the business until they are paid a 
14th July. sum proportional to the position of the transferer and 
| | the value of the land. There are many applications 
of this kind yet undisposed of, and though the Collector every year visits 
the chief offices in the district, the visit is only a formal one. ‘The Mamlatdar 
being: too much engaged in his other business finds no time to look to 
this work. We hope, however, that he will find out some way of setting 
right this anomaly and wipe off the impression that a transfer of land can 
never be made without payment of money. | | 


- 48. Referring to the case of Hazrat Alli, the Chief Constable of Malsiras, 
Se : who is reported to be under trial for forcibly carrying 

| v,, tha conduct of off a woman from ‘thie possession of her husband, the 

Pe dra (44) 20th July.  Gurdkhi says:—Though we have cried ourselves 
—emeneren ~*~ ‘hoarse over the. abominable deeds of the police officials, 
Governmen‘ do not seem to be moved a bit and have not made any -arrange- 
ment for preventing the recurrence of criminal acts by be Can it be 
wrong to think under these circumstances that the police officials might have 
been instigated to do these things by Government? It is clear from this 
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and other instances that have taken place up to this time that the police officers. 
use their authority in harassing the peor people, If sending io prison would 
have been of any use in checking this vagary of the police, the number of such 
offenders would not have been on the increase, but it is certain that. these 


things will not stop until Government curtail their authority or award more 
severe punishments. 


49. Referring to the rumoured arrest of Balkrishna, brother of Damodar 
Chapekar, the Kesari says:—We feared that, since 
detain- the Bombay and Poona police were engaged in 
oolic ge Pn 8 relations 2 setting up an autobiography of Damodar they might 
" Kesars (54), 19th July. have abandoned the search of Balkrishna, but they have 
: roused themselves again to this task. The Bombay 
police have got a warrant issued in the name of one Apte, whom they suspect 
of being implicated in the Poona murders. On the 7th instant his father and 
brother-in-law were arrested and detained for nearly twenty-four hours in police 
custody and required to give their depositions. We do not know under 
what section of the Criminal Procedure Code the police are authorised to do 
such things, It is really unfortunate that one’s relations should be put to such 
trouble on a mere suspicion of one’s being implicated in a criminal affair, 
People are led to believe by this further development of the murder investiga- 
tion that some new manceuvre is being planned. We hope that this matter will 
soon end and people will be relieved of this trouble. : 


50. We think that the authorities ought to adopt the most stringent 
Request to the police Measures for the prevention of the circulation - of 
authorities to prevent the Obscene pictures amongst the people. Certain cigarette 


circulation of obscene pic- firms in Bombay have lately begun to sell with their 
tures. cigarette boxes pictures which are shamefully obscene 
Pueniz (8), 20th July. — pees ey y Gee 


and which cannot but vitiate the morals of our rising 
generation. We have lately been placed by a friend in possession of some of 
these pictures, and one of them is so shamefully obscene that we think, in the 
interests of public morals, the Karachi Police is bound to see that their sale in 
Karachi is at once put a stop to. : 7 


Alleged illegality in detain- 


Education. 


51. Education is in a very depressed condition in India, While in 
England 90 per cent. of the population can read and 
Unsuitability of the pre- write, in India the percentage of such persons is only 
a educational system 1n 4() gg will be scen from the last census returns.- The 
tia (6G). ls, ise of a country depends in a great measure on the 
Py re oe te state of education in that country, and it is necessary 
foes that the well-wishers of India should wake up and 
find out the cause or causes of India lagging behind in respect of civilisation. 
We think the present educational system is not what it ought to be. Instead 
of doing any good it is doing harm. The present English system is unsuitable 
- to India and naturally the same system will not suit countries so widely different 
in all matters, physical, social, religious, &c.,as India and England. We propose 
to expose the defects of the present system which will make it clear to our 
readers that it is quite worthless. Someeducated persons are advocating com- 
pulsory education and if is necessary that they should form their opinions on 
the subject after deliberate and deep consideration. ) 3 


52. All the pros and cons of the question of the compartment system of 
Provosed reforms jn the Possing University examinations have been by this 
Biker Uaiseniby curr. time completely thrashed out, and a majority of the 
culum and the Bombay Gov- University Senate have agreed to accept the invo- 
ernment. vation as a useful reform. The only thing that pre- 
Mahrétta (7), 17th July. vents the reform from being an accomplished fact is 
the refusal of the Bombay Government to sanction it. Tosay the same thing 
in other words, argument has been fatigued, reason has given its Judgment, but 
obstinacy isnot yet conquered. It is most unfortunate that of late we have 
been frequently meeting the Bombay Government masquerading as obstinacy. 
Bp QWT—7 
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So far only politics was being claimed and conceded as the ~~ domain 
for Government to play its pranks or ride.its hobbies in. ‘The University sanc- 
tum was so long regarded as unassailable by the most power-loving proconsul, 
and with good reason. The judgment of the Governor, his Executive Council 
and the Secretariat officers cannot be superior to the collective wisdom of the 
University Senate, which represents the most learned and accomplished leaders 
of all the Faculties of learning. Naturally, therefore, the Bombay Government 
generally followed a policy of non-interference in University matters. But 
things have changed of late. Remarkable as the present administration will 
be for many things, it will not be so remarkable for anything as. for its policy 
towards the University. The withdrawal of the annual grant to the University 
is nothing when compared to the audacious assertion, on the part of the Bombay 
Government, of its privilege to veto the propositions of the University Senate 
and to make its own sanction the ultimate source of recognition to educational 
institutions. To call up all the spirit of the offended authority to resist and over- 
turn the resolution of the University in such a small matter is, to say the least 
oi it, quite unbecoming to the dignity of Government. The second question, 
viz., the question of the vernaculars, has become a somewhat ticklish question. 
It has to be admitted that the University Senate is as yet divided against itself 
upon it, Granting for the sake of argument that the Marathi literature is poor, 
is it not a fact that in the Marathi language are woven all the social, xeligious 
and political traditions of the Maratha people, 7. e., the bulk of the population 
in the Bombay Presidency? Is it not a fact that it is impossible to preserve the 
entity of the Marathas if you put down their language? The destruction, or 
even complete conversion, of whole societies, even from the point of view of 
language, is more easily talked of than accomplished. If the Marathi language 
cannot be stamped out, it follows that it must advance and enrich itself. It 
cannot remain where it is. If the Marathi as also other vernaculars must 
advance, the only natural course, and the course also of good grace, is that they 
should be encouraged, and there is no way to encourage them like the one of 
giving them a recognition in the University. If the question of the verna- 
culars is more often urged and put before public view from their point, then 
the division, already so bordering on a favourable majority, will soon disappear 
and afterwards all defeats sustained by. the University in a contest with Govern- © 
ment will be only so many moral victories. 


» Municipalities. 


i3, Glad as we would be to see the Victoria Gardens made more popular, 
| | - we must confess we had not thought that any respon- 
Proposed institution of gible person would suggest the institution of drinking 
stig booths at the booths there as a means of attracting a larger number 
ictoria’ Gardens, Bombay, f vies ae ° : 
by the local municipality, of visitors to them. Yet a suggestion of this kind 
Indian Spectator (4), 17th has been very seriously made, and that too by some 
July. grave elders of our Standing Committee. They: have 
ee | resolved to ask the Commissioner to enquire whether 
the Police and the Abkdéri Commissioners: would favourably entertain an 
application “‘ by the Corporation, or under the sanction of the Corporation, 
for the grant of a license for the location of a refreshment-room under the 
Abkéri Act in the Victoria Gardens.’’ A fine applicant for the opening of a 
Jiquor-shop our Corporation would, indeed, be, and it would be setting such an 
edifying example of the application of the principle of “local option’?! It 
would be interesting to know precisely what and how much the members of the 
Standing Committee want in this direction. Is it a “‘ Kurope liquor-shop’”’ that. 
- they want there for supplying “ stimulants ” to the rich and the fashionable, or 
do they want a toddy-shop as wellP ss 4 ys 
54. We trust the proposal of the Municipal Standing Committee. for the 
buiiei (18), 2st _grant of a license to establish a refreshment-room. -in 
july. ~~ -~S~S”:«s thee Victoria Gardens here will, meet with the -indig- 
; s nation of the public. Has the city not temptations 
enough that the Committee want to introduce still another in a. place where 
pecple 3 a for xecreation ?. The public of Bombay ‘will sadly fail in their duty 


0 not force the‘Committee to abandon the proposal. — 
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55. The Bombay Samdchdr is much concerned at the increase of the 

| bubonic res in Bombay, as indicated by the 

Increase of plague in Bom- number of deaths and attacks returned for the past two: 
by Bin, praca ny weeks of the month -of July, and recommends the 
Bombay Bande hae (1 95), Municipal Corporation to take early steps to ascertain 
21st July. the actual extent of the eget and its causes and to 
| check the progress of the epidemic by appropriate 

means. This year the Bombay Municipality has been given, adds the paper, 
an opportunity to retrieve the discredit which attached to it in connection with 
lague measures last year, and it is to be hoped that it will not let it go uns 
availed of. The paper suggests that the Corporation should, if necessary, hold 
special meetings for hearing. reports from the Municipal Commissioner on the 

subject and for discussing and adopting adequate preventive measures. 


56. In Bombay everybody knows the value of fresh water, and to accuse 
es he dee men of purposeless waste is to deprive them of common 
waste of water and the ques. Sense. If owing to extravagance of expenditure on 
tion of water meters in Plague the municipality wants to raise taxation, let 
Bombay. the Commissioner say that plainly. But does not 
Native Opinion (16), 17th Government mean to bear a fair proportion of the whole 
anys Som Soe. _ expense? However, that matter is between the 
municipality and the Government, and the Corporation will not fail to obtain 
favourable terms. But what of the waste of water in pleasure gardens, at the 
leakages, in watering the roads, cleansing the underground drains and so forth ? 
Do not these processes soak the ground and breed the germs of ‘disease? If a 
section of the people do require larger quantities of water for purposes of clean- 
liness, are they to be punished for trying to remain clean ? 


57. The finances of the Karachi Municipality are in a frightfully embar- 
rassed condition, and if it does not come in for a wind- 
Alleged chaos in the fall, which is not at all likely, it having no rich 
aay sail age ~ vane 5), Uncle amassing gold in Australia to conveniently die 
12h Jal, ronicle () and bequeath it his property, it will very soon find 


itself deeper in the mive. Matters would not have 


come to such a sorry pass if the Municipal Commissioners had been practical — 


men of the world and been actuated by a firm desire to do their duty by 
their constituents. Many of them are known to have entered the muni- 
cipality, not with the object of promoting the public good, but simply because 
they think that a seat on the Corporation adds to their personal importance in 
the eyes of their countrymen and raises them above the level of the common 
herd. The municipal machine has got out of gear and nothing short of a 
thorough overhauling can save it. We want conscientious, dutiful and patriotic 
met to be our Commissioners, and the blind, the lame and the halt to be sent 
about their business. The rate-payers ought to rise equal to the occasion. 


Native States. 


58. The Pilvai affair does not, after all, appear to have been such a very 

| serious and appalling. thing as was represented in cer- 

Conduct of His Highness tain quarters. We do agree with the Chantpion in 
the Gaikwad in the Pilvat deeply regretting the course of conduct which the 
an onan (3), 18th authorities at Baroda had to follow ; but we cannot 
J fig, “toe cols. bring ourselves to believe that the Government took 
ee: | any hasty measures .to achieve their ends. We sup- 
pose any similar attempt on the part of villagers in British territory would be 
crushed in no time and the Government would not eyen deign to make terms 
with the villagers. The order given by Mr. Dastur, the Presidency Magistrate, 
in the late Bombay riots, and also similar orders given in Yeola, Garshankar and 
other places by British officers, amply bear out our remark. It is said. His 
Highness the Gaikwad himself specially gave orders as a last resource to once 
‘more try to get the Matadars round ina peaceful way. This is highly com- 
mendable, and redounds, we are sure, greatly to the credit of His Highness, 
‘Then, as regards the complaint.of the Government not having timely supplied 
the press with full information on the point,.we feel there is also not much in it, 
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The Government cannot reasonably be expected to give the lie to any exagger- 

ated report which finds its way in the newspapers; such a course of conduct, 

apart from the all-important question of dignity, would leave the Government 
cers very little time to perform their usual official duties. ee 


59. We learn from our Indore correspondent that the senior Réni of His 
Highness Shivaji Rao Holkar and her son-in-law 
Senior Rani at Indore having incurred the displeasure of the Maharaja, 
oe ae have been assaulted the stone-hearted ruler has banished ther from the 
ished from the State : 
by His Highness Shivaji Indore State and they have gone to reside at Ahmed- 
ao Holkar. : nagar. It becomes a common Kunbi rather than 
Gurakhi (44), 21st July. aYuler like Shivaji Rao to assault and drive. out 
of the house his wife. In one way itis good that 
he drove her out, for the representation for the redress of the wrong done 
to her which the Réni will now make to the British Government will vividly 
display the vices of this shepherd king and then the British Government will 
have their eyes opened, which they have kept closed so long in the matter 
of Shivaji Rao. Ifthe Rani does not make a representation and seek redress at 
the hands of the British Government, we request the latter to interfere and 
make a praiseworthy attempt to find out the truth. 


Intelligence extracted from the Press. - 


60. A correspondent writes from Belgaum:—The Natu. brothers are, by 
their gentle, noble and affable manners, winning 
pe ™ — brothers the love and esteem of the Belgaum public, and 
n Mahrdétta (7), 17th July. it is really a wonder to us how such well-behaved 
gentlemen could have incurred the wrath of the 
omnipotent Government. Surely a screw must be loose somewhere in the 
news-bringing machinery of Government. The home of the Natu brothers 
here has become a sick ward of a hospital. There are more men lying on their 
backs than those standing on their legs, and it seems all are taking their turn 
by rotation of passing through the hands of doctors. Balasaheb Natu, who 
contracted diabetes at Ahmedabad, is again suffering very much from the 
same malady. Under these circumstances the Natu brothers have applied to 
the Government either to allow them to go to the place of their birth, or, failing 
that, to transfer them to some other healthy climate. 


61. Weare informed that some of the wealthy residents of Talti are in 
ere great fear for their persons and property on account 
ee eae a a a of the residence of some of the noted badmashes in the 
Pheeniz (8), 20th July, | Vicinity of that village, The inhabitants of the above 
oe place have, no doubt, cause for alarm on account of a 
series of violent crimes having been committed during the last week or ten days 
in Dadu and Sehwan Télukas. The téluka of Dadu is in a frightful state now; - 
following the Duabo dacoity, which is still under investigation, comes the news of 
two house robberies of ites nature and a dacoity in the Dadu Taluka, Every 
alternate or third day reports come in of robberies or dacoities. Robberies 
have been committed in Mondar and Shahani, and dacoity in Ahmed Khan 
Davach’s village. All these villages are close to each other within the radius of 
about a mile. The last dacoity at the village of Ahmed Khan was reported on 
the 15th instant. The dacoits remained in the house for about six hours, burnt 
the Bania’s account books and documents, set the house on fire and bolted with 
the property. One man has been seriously injured, his arm broken, and another 
has received two cuts, and several others have injuries of a slight nature. 


62. A correspondent writes from Belgaum :—The bubonic monster threatens 

at Beleanm.. Once more to pay a visit to Belgaum. The people 

ee “7th july, | are at their wit’s end, hardly knowing where to shift 

“or what to do. All the surrounding villages within 

the round of 20 miles are more or less affected. The ceaseless rain of Belgaum 

will not let us live in the temporary bamboo-matting huts in the fields and the 

ill-devised Plague Committee’s operations will not allow us to remain in our 
houses. There are wide reports in the town that the Plague Committee has been 

gain resuscitated and that its christening ceremony will take place on the next 

ent Gazette publishing day. =“ = = 2 = 3 3— 
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63. A correspondent writes:—On Saturday last, I was passing by a 


street where rubbish was being burnt. The street | 


Alleged assault by an was & narrow one, but the men had no other way 
European officer on a Jamedar than to burn it there, Meantime a young Saheb 


and a supervisor on plague 


duty (Kardchi ?). happened to pass that way. He thundered over 
Phenix (8), 16th July. the coolies for obstructing the way. Not satis- 
| _ fied with this, he began to feel the backs of the 
Jamedar and the supervisor with his stick. The supervisor thereupon said, 
“Sir, you are insulting me.’’ Whereupon the young officer, so at least he 
appeared to be, hit him more severely. Now, Sir, did the supervisor do 
anything against the rules? What should he do in such narrow streets? 
Should he burn the rubbish on his own head or on the head of the coolies ? 
Had the young officer eyes to see and head to think, I do not think he would 
have committed such a brave act as that. Did he think at the time how 
mortified must have been the feelings of that Muhammadan supervisor who 
was punished in the presence of his subordinates, the coolies ? 


G. M. SA’THE, 
Reporter on the Native Press. 


Office of tke Reporter on the Native Press, 
New S-cretariat, Bombay, 26th July 1898. 
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1 |The Bombay East Indian __.. os ..| Bomba , eS eee 400 
2 99 Champion. eee eee eee eee ee Do. , eee eee Do. r eee 700 
3 99 Dn an Prakash eee * Poona eee ees Do. eee eee 300 
4 1, Indian Spectator and Voice of India ...| Bombay ‘“ cool Doo ea 700 
5 », Karachi Chronicle ii as oe “eee ae 500 
6 99 KA&thiawar Times eee ees tee Rajkot ee se Daily eee ese 75 
7 » Mahratta ... . ss eee .| Poona .. ive -oo| Weekly .,.. Jee 600 
8 | , Phonix .. .. .| Karachi see = wee Bi-weekly “a 500 
9 » Quarterly J ournal of the Poona Sérva- } 
| janik Sabha ... eae .| Poona... eos ..| Quarterly s8é 300 
10 » sind Times v0 im: 40 Karachi coe = evo Bi-weekly ie 200 
ANGLO-MaRATHI. 
ll The Din Bandhu eee ee ee ee Bombay aad Ges Weekly ese malas 1,000 
12 55 Dnydn Chakshu ... ‘a is we} Poona ,.. oe an (se ine ee 900° 
+ ¢ eee ek se ..| Bombay a ee ee oe 600 
14 ” In u Prakdsh ete eee eee ee Do. eee eee Bi-weekly eee 600 
15 » Kémgér or Workman .. i. a a soe = one] Weekly... es 1,000 
16 » Native Opinion ... ss «4. oe’ ‘ibs ...| Bi-weekly ‘e 700 
17 » Prabhdékar sis - nee a: oe ‘a vost EE ses or 500 
18 » Shri Saydji Vijay - ‘a ...| Baroda.. ee se nal ove 2,500 
19 », Subodh Patrika...  .«. ie ...| Bombay soe we.) Weekly .. ove 600 
20 »» sudharak,,, ee iis os »«.| Poona ‘i oe oe 3,000 
21 », Vartdhar ... vs re ..| Bombay eee Do. ‘ 1,000 
MaRATHI. 
99 | The Aran __.... one »».| Bombay “ ..| Fortnightly _.., 600 
23 » Arunoday4 eee »..| Thana. ‘i ...| Weekly ... es 740 
94 » A'rydvart ... ove ‘ --| Dhulia, oe ne ae eee es 205 
25 99 Bakul eee eee ee ° Ratnagiri eee coe Do. ° 290 
26 » Belgaum Saméchér és ..| Belgaum as eoof Do, ‘a 315 
27 » Dhut ei eee oes soe ..| Bombay me . 0. 0 1,250 . 
23 », Chanddnshu ae a ..| Th jaa a. 2k ad 100 
299 | ,, Chandrakdnt ss 1 ..| Chikodi ve oa le ss 200 
30 » Chandrodaya “ 3 ..| Chiplun ot a. a eee 250 
31 », Chikitsak... ses vee “ a ‘in a im! ee 750 
32 it Chitragupta os ‘is ..| Karad .. ve a oe a 200 
33 5, Daivadnya Mitra a _ Bombay ie .»+| Monthly oes 500 
34 », Daivadnya Samachar is | Do. sos oe eo 300 
35 | ,, Dakshin Vritt .. és .| Kolhapur eee] Weekly on 150 
36 9 Deshakdlavartamdn a eee Erandol ee eee Do, 7 eee eee 45 
37 | , Dhanada... ies ae ..| Vengurla a... - ee aga ie 700 
38 » Dharwar Vritt . ee eo] Weekly .. a 750 
39 9 Dhureen eee ee ron eee coe Belgaum Th coe Do. eee eve 500 
40 ,, Dnydn Prakash ... dae eee coe] Poona oe os eof Do. oes 1,C00 
41 » Dnyan a Ce a ee cok aes : 290 
42 » Ganga L ae "3 ee | N&sik . Bi a. aa i 900 
43 | 99 Gurékhi we eee 004 ee ab Bombay ee eee Do. eoe 1,500 
ea ie gh w+ we Daily | 8,000 
45 » Mindu Punch ... a cpa Ses ea woof Weekly ... oe 600 
46 | ,, Jagadéidarsh .. eo» ove] Ahmednagar .. wa 0 300 
47 ,, Jagad-hitechchhu “ soo weak ME sa ss “a ‘an 4,500 
48 » vagatsamdchar ... ss “a .».| Thana ... sais SS a son 600 
49 . we oes ee pa seo] Poona ... in Ge 8 a 1,208 
50 9 K4lid4s eee eee ee ee eee Dhérwar oe TT Do. ° eee 250 
51 99 Kalpataru... ee eee Sholapur eee eee Do. ee eee 400 
52 9 Karmanuk eee ° eee Poonare. eee eon Do. eee eee 2,500 
"53 » KeralKKokil .. ww. « ...| Bombay % ee ee 2,000 
54 »» AWesari ‘a ..| Poona... e wool Weekly woe ove 8,000 
55 | ,, Kh&ndesh is oa ae a he ee oe ee 125 
56 9 Khaéndesh Vaibhav eee eee de Do. Th eee Do. eee * fee 370 
57 | ,. KharaPrakér .. «. +: «| Bombay ooo eae Monthly... aes 2,000 
58 99 Kumtha Vritt eee eee ee eee Kumta eee eee Weekly eee 206 
59 : 9 ‘Lokaseva... eee ose ee eee Nasik os eee eee Do. : ee 325 
60 » Madatuis... he Bile a .{ Ratnigiri ... ceo Do. .. ss 200 
61 9 Madhi. Makshika ee eee rr Belgaum ee eee Do. eee eee 600 
yu y) Madhu Vritt eee eee ese ee Wai ees eee eee Do. eee eee 125 
63 9 Mahérdshtra Mitra ee eee pee SAtara ¢eo eee eee Do. wee “| 25¢ 
64 Mahirashtra. Vritt ee: cee See Do. ees oe eee, Do. oon eee SC 


ett 
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65 The Mitroda a eee eee eee Satara. ee eee eee 150 
66 » . Moda Vritt en - och] TEM... 000 one ; 1,200 
67 ” Mumbai Vaibhav eee eee Bombay eee bee eee 1,300 
68 9 Nagar Samfchér... e038 vee Ahme eee eee ° ‘150 
69 9 Nasik Vaibhav eee 968 eee Nasik ece Th) eee eee 300 
70 9» Nasik Vritt ‘i ee ma Do. ees ‘i eo sea 300 
71 9 Nipani Vaibhav eee eee eee Nipani... oe ee eee 84 
72 9) Nydya Sindhu eee eee eee ses fs athe 300 
73 9 Panchdnan ees eee eee Karad eee oe eee Ty) 170 
74 |,  Pandhari Bhushan... ..| Pandharpur «. te sa 235 
75 99 Pandhari Mitra eee eee eee Do. ee eee bee 160 
7 9 Pen Samachar eee see ee Pen eee ee eee 000 125 
47.-|°y Poona Vaibhay...  ... »»-| Poona. see ee 975 - 
78 », Prabodh Chandrika _... ...| Jalgaon in oe sit 40 
79 99 Prabodh Ratni es eee ee Barsi ee ese ee ee 94 
80 4 EPOQOG dc iis is ..| Lslampur ‘ub oa 300 
81 »» Réghav Bhushan “on | Yeola ... one . one 200 
82 »» Saty& Shodhak ... ‘es ..| Ratnégiri ... - os 600 
83 » satyavakta Sie bes | Vengurla =... eve 275 
84 99 Shikshak jee eee eee ee Chikodi ee0«e eee ee6@ 925 
85 » Sholapur Samfchér _.. ..| Shol4pur ___... a ae 400 
86 5 Shubh Suchak ... ins wo.| DAtra ... te ia see 250 
87 » Sudarshan ... cise ooo Ahmednagar ... — on 350 
88 » Sudhdkar io. > oe ob BOM. cee oe es i 300 
89 te Sumant eee eee eee Tr Karad eer eee eee ees 200 
90 9 Tuk4r4m Are eee eee ee Ahmednagar eee eee ee ‘100 
91 | ,, Védrtédarsha .. .»»| Mélvan ‘6 ae 200 
92 7) Vart&har er cee ‘as eee Bombay eo-. Tri-weekly ose 700 
93 »  Vartdnidhi iwe dé sel Poona ‘ns ove ves ‘ 2,000 
94 | , Vatandar,.. ~~. ...| Bijapur a “ 250 
95 »» Vengurla Vritt ... o. oe. ee a 110 
96 3 Vidya Vilds on a ...| Kolhépur ‘i as ssa 600 
97 99 Vikshipta eee eee see TY Bombay eee eee 1,800 
98 » Virashaivamata Prakdsh | Akalkot ‘i ca 100 
99 » Vividh Dny4n Vistér ... ...| Bombay. ave ee eed 590 
100 9 Vritiasfr eco eee eee eee Wai een eee eee 400 
101 99 Vritt Sindhu eee rk) eee Karwar... eee eee eee eee 
et lg Se. ola ..| Satéra ‘ot <a 110 
103 +. se oe ae ee. Poona ... “ ‘es ae 500 
ANGLO-GUJARA‘TI. 
104 | The Broach Samfch4r e..| Broach see 0 550 
105 »» Deshabhakta eee ...| Baroda 00 ae ae 450 
oe eee »».| Bombay 0s a 3,550 
107 » Gujardt Mitri... Sih ooo} SULAt ...: ws ene p 700 
108 », Gujardt von i Samsher ... see! Doo ‘ ne ge 300 
109 », Hindi Punc si = ...| Bombay on saan 500 
110 », Hindusthdn ae és Do. os yoo ove 976 
111 »» Independent a oa Do. ws ‘ 500 
112 95 4Jsaiser-e-Hind .., aoe ‘ Do. ; pe 2,500 
113 | ,, Kdathidwdr News... .., ..| Rajkot... cee Bi-weekly 400 
114 » raja Bandhu ... a .... Ahmedabad ... is cae ane 
115 | ,, Rédst Goftér ee ...| Bombay oe Se. 1,700 
116 »5 Shri Sayaji Vijaya oe ee ee "e aie 2,000 
117 5, sury’ Prakdsh ... ae eo] Surat ... oH 500 
GUJARA’TI 
118 | The Ahmedabad Times tee ...| Ahmedabad ... 250 
119 3» Ajab ia a ...| Surat : Monthly ... 1,200 
120 | ,, Akhbé&r-e-Islam ... ,., ...| Bombay oe 1,400 
121 3» Akhb4re Soddgar ae a ae ; ia 1,200 
133. | » Avajadér ... ccc ‘é ...| Baroda.. ve aes 500 
123 »» A’ry&’ Dharm Prak4sh ... .».| Bombay * Monthly... e 450 
124 » Bhim Sen... =e e | 6 “ oe oe t.100 
125 | » BombaySamSchér. at: De: re a oe 
126 $9 Broach Mitra eee ‘a eee Broach ee ee eee "100 
127 », Buddhi Prakésh... _.. ...| Ahmedabad ... ees 900 
128 » Cambay Gazette... .., ..»| Cambay ‘ei vee 110 
1329 0 Chandra eee ee cee eee Surat eee eee eee eee 350 
130 99 Chhatra ati « eee Bombay vibe add ee eee 
131. 99 Deshi itri, ee eee Surat ... see res eee 900 
132 99 Din Mani ee eee ese Broach... ope eee ‘ee 125 
133 » Dny4n Sudha _,.. a »»-| Ahmedabad ... Monthly ,,, Sa 200 
1384 | 5 Dny4&a Vardhak ,. — ».| Bombay - ,., ae eee oe 350 
135 9 ursad e — eee eee Do. ‘ eee gee . e008 600 
136 99 Gap Sap eee eee eee Do. oe btly ee. 300 
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137 | The Gul Afshén ve eee wee wee Bombay ooo eee} Monthly ... ave 500 
188 | ,, Hitechchhu sa . vf Ahmedabad ... - | Weekly ... ove 500 
139 9 J&m-e-Jamshed soe eee “ ..| Bombay ee oct AMERY Gi oes 2,500 
140 99 J eee eee ee eee Godhra eee eee Weekly ee6 se 995 
141 » Kachha Samachar ees ; ...| Bombay ee wr oo 300 
142 » Kaira Khetiwddi Patra... _... ..| Nadiad ccs ask ROMEGELLY “oe 2 830 
143 » Kaira Vartamén... ... , ..»| Kaira, a ...| Weekly 75 
144 ,» Kéthidwddno Himéyati... ..| Ahmedabad .. ae: | eee a 400 
145 99 Kathidwar Krishi ees eee ee Do. eee ea Tri-monthly eee 200 
146 » Kathidwdr Times... ‘ es ..| Rajkot are ..| Bi-weekly evs 450 
147 ” Kelavni eee eee ee oe ..| Baroda ° coe Monthly coe 906 800 
148 »» KhojaSamfchér...  ... - ..| Bombay | Weekly ... ve ‘ee 
an 9 hor Elam k ees fee ae eee ain ae oas or ee a 
y' yadarsha eee pee te eee A ae es ortnig t] . 0 
ition wl. la tl lll 
152 55 Praja Pokdr oe oe .| Surat eee] Weekly .., ‘i 800 
153 » Rdjyabhakta... “ieee ..| Bombay al Cas 1 1,100 
154 99 Samsher Bahadur ee see eee Ahmedabad eee eee 0. aot eee 300 
155 » Satyavakta ee ii a .»| Bombay is .»o| Fortnightly ‘a 550 
156 « Stri Bodh... pres ieee ” »»| Monthly ... ies 500 
157. 99 Stri Mitr ee eee ese Do. ea¢ eee Do. eee eee 500 
158 »» surat Akhbfr _... - ..| Surat ae 800 
159 » Svadesh Bandhu...  ... ; ..| Mahudha ee aC 2 er 0s 250 
160 | ,, Udichya Hitechchhu Patra ... ..| Ahmedabad ... —»».| Monthly ... és 600 
oe OO ee " ..| Bombay <.. o ee  as 200 
162 { ,, Vishvadarshan ... ve vo] Kaira oo coe] WOMEN ccc | ‘608 325 
163 oo  VYRORE os oo . «ee Bombay ‘s a wa yal 600 
ANGLO-Ka’NARESE. 
164 | The Hubli Patra ws 4G ka re ee cw ‘i 150 
ENGLIsH, MARATHI AND KANARESE.. 
165 The Karn4tak Patri ... i nue ..| Dharw4r ss .| Weekly ... sid 400 
166 99 Rajahansa ee eee ee Do. «@ 208 Do. ere oe 200 
| Ka’NARESE. 
167 | The Chandroday% Ve oe ..| Dharwar oe vo] Weekly .. eos 200 
168 9 -‘Karnatak Vritt ees ee eee Do. ee ese Do. oe eee 806 . 
169 9 Lok& Bandhu eee eee eee Do. . eee Do. “8 $o¢ 300 
170 | ,, Rasik Ranjini_... 1. veel Gadag ee eee 200 
171 | ,, Satyx Vritt ve oe a a” oe 200 
172 | ,, Subodh Chandrika ne ..| Hubli... .. | Fortnightly... 150 
| 
| Manra'THI AND Ka'NARESE. | 
173 | The Chandrika oe . «| Bagalkot .. ...| Weekly vee 100 
174 | ,, Karnétak Vaibhav . eee] Bijdpur ee eres 300 
175 ” Siddheshvar eee col Do. ee Do. fates es 150 
176 | ,, Vichéri ne Karwar Do... 453 
ENGLISH AND HINDI. 
177 The Pandit eee eee Poona pee eee eos Weekly eee eee | 1,500 
Hin. 
| 
178 | The Shri Venkateshvar Samachar ... .»»| Bombay coe ees| Weekly ... J 8,000 
| URDU. | 
179 | The Aina-i-Hind sis ai e ..| Bombay . ..| Monthly ... a 500 
180 99 Alam Aphroz Bambai aon eee coo; Do. ° eve Tri-monthly eee 200 
181 , Azad Punch .... joe oe ..| Weekly ... es 300 
182 | ,, India Gazette .. a aS a. a eee 
183 9 Jah4numa.., Pa ee ve ee Do. see ee Do. eee se te 
184 9 Justice of the Peace eee ee eee De, ee eee Do. see eee ee? 
185 | , Makbnl-e-Aalum eee eee | DO. woo ons 900 
186 99 Munsif-i-Deccan ose éee ‘ec eee Ahmednaga eee ° Do. TT) ee 80 
187 , Muslim Herald ... - » __ eee] Bombay ae aa ‘a 1,502 
ieee Sk ee ee coe ons] Weekly eel ase 
189 9 Punch Eahdiur eee aoe hd eee Do. taal mf Do. 2? #9 50) 
190 Yr) S i see eee eee eee eee Do. eve ++| Do. ita ne . 159 
191 | 39 Sultin-ul-Akhbir... ese eee eee Do. eee wind Daily es ston I 5) 
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EnGuiisH, Mara’'THI aND GUJARATI. 
108 |The Baroda Vatenl ... 9... cs coh Baroda «exe sus] Weekly nn. ine 550 
EnGuLisH, Mara’TtHI, GUJARA’TI 


| AND KonxKanl. 
198 | The Garibéncha Kaivéri (Amicus Pauperum)| Bombay .. «+ 


Fortnightly ...| 1,500 


MARA’rHI AND Urpv. 


194 | The Gulbarga Samdchir _... bs és 


Gulbarga —.... | Weekly ... ‘vs 450 
ANGLO-SINDI. 
195 | The Lux... isi iv ve ‘vs .. | Hyderabad (Sind) ...| Fortnightly _... vee 
— eee ee eee “a Do. oon| Weekly ... ces 450 
SINDI- 
197 | The Khairkhah Sind .... ie «| Kar&chi ae ..| Weekly ... soi 1,000 
198 99 Muin-ul-Isl4m eee eee see eee Do. eee eee Do, eee eee 300 
199 », sind Sudhar ven iin ee “ Do. oe id TR ee ne 500 
| 

ANGLO-PORTUGUESE. ! 
200 |O Anglo-Lusitano ___... is ‘ss -oo| Bombay ies wo] Weekly ... cae 1,000 
201 | The Boletim Indiano ... oe oe os: we Oe oT ve 

PORTUGUESE-KONKANI. 
202 |The Luso-Concanim ...  «. a. sh ey |. és ee Weekly ... or £00 


Notes.—A. The notices from the different Newspapers have been collected in the Report under different heads 
which are printed in italics. 

B. The names of Newspapers are printed in the margin of the Report in italics, and the number of the News 
paper in the above list is printed in brackets after the name. 


©, The system of oo eae words followed by the Reporter is the same as that adopted in the 
Official Spelling List of the Bombay Presidency. One peculiar feature of this system is that wnen the long (a Oj 
or d) is the last letter of a word, the accent is left out, and the short a(3% = wu in gun) is, to prevent confusion, 
never placed at the end of a word, This rule has been strictly followed, except that when the short a appears to be 
absolutely necessary to complete the pronunciation of a word, asin Arunodaya or the well-known Mitra, it is printed 
with a mark over it to indicate that it is short, thus—-d, 


D. The figures giving the circulation or number of copies published ,of each newspaper and periodical as 
furnished by the proprietor, are not guaranteed as accurate, andfin some instances must,be regarded with co ution. 
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Politics and the Public Administration. 


1, Writing about an enactment which the Supreme Government is under: 
ties oh sede. stood to have in contemplation with a view to give 


tural banks considered neces. Yelief to Indian agriculturists by minimising facilities 


sary for the amelioration of for the sale and purchase of their holdings, the Bombay 


the condition of the cultiva- Samdchdr observes :—Such an enactment would seem 
tors in India. 


eae tees 2 at first sight to be very beneficial and likely to 
oth Jule. hr G25) better the condition of the agriculturists. The Gov- 


si ernment of a country is, no doubt, bound to take . 
measures for the improvement of land and of the condition of its cultivators, 
but the remedies which the Government of India is known to contemplate 
adopting with that object in view do not appear to be such as will lead to the 
attainment of the laudable object of giving some relief to the cultivators, the 
mainstay of the country. If obstacles are now placed by law in the way of 
recovering the past debts of the cultivators by their creditors, there will be a 
sort of injustice to the creditors, inasmuch as they will be hampered in realising 
their dues from their debtors by provisions of law notin existence when the 
debts were given, and the condition of the cultivators will also be deteriorated by 
compelling in a way the creditors to press their debtors to pay their debts and 
thereby to harass them. The new law must, therefore, be made applicable to 
transactions entered into after the passing of the law contemplated. The best 
thing to do for the benefit of the cultivators would appear to be to make 
arrangements whereby they will get loans on easier terms than at present, say, 
by establishing agricultural banks. So long as such banks are not established 
the cultivators will have no alternative but to depend upon their present 
creditors for advances of money required to pay the Government land revenue in 
times of scarcity of rain. In the present state of things the cultivators do not 
get sufficient manure for their land, which has lost to a considerable extent its 
vitality, and as the crops mainly depend on rain water on account of the absence 
of sufficient irrigation, the cultivators in years of drought have necessarily 
to borrow from their present creditors on any terms on which they may be willing 
to lend, or else they stand the chance of losing their land in satisfaction of the 


Government demands 


2, We are sorry we cannot see our way to endorsing the views expressed 
KEE nT ne by the Phenix and the Prabhat in connection with 
Bas Pionivandthe Prabhat the departure from Sind of the Honourable Mr. James. 
regarding the departure from Our contemporaries seem to think that for having 
Sind of the Honourable Mr. favoured a few Muhammadans Mr. James has lent 


James. see - himself to racial antipathy of an unreasonable nature. 
ols Tels. Chronicle (°)) We regret we cannot agree with our friends in this 


matter. For, disguise the fact as we may, it is patent 
enough that the Muhammadans have been left behind in the scale of progress, 
and if, in order to enable them to get abreast of other Indian races, Mr. James 
provided some sort of special facilities for them, it was fully warranted. Many 
Hindu officials have equally been favourably treated by Mr. James, and public 
opinion certainly resents such unwarrantable attacks upon the reputation of a 
distinguished gentleman. We have no sympathy with that school of criticism 
which busies itself chiefly in finding fault, and we view with distrust any attempt 
to indulge in personal vituperations, Those so-called friends of Hindus are not, 
in our opinion, friends but enemies of Hindus, if they go on attacking officials in 
season and out of season and ina manner which is certainly not calculated to 
bridge the ever-widening gulf now existing between the European and Hindu 
officials. The Honourable Mr. James, whatever his faults may have been, has 
done his work well and in a manly and independent spirit, and it would be but 
quite in the fitness of things if we expressed our regret at his departure. Our 
contemporaries’ attack upon him is, to our mind, neither just nor generous, 


8, The Rdst Goftar reproduces a communication from a Bombay corres- 
ndent of the Hindu of Madras regarding a recent 

Remarks on the Honour- jnterview of the Honourable Mr. Nugent with Tilak 
able et on inter- jin jail, and observes eee on the iaoeogee | 
bt Mineo Rrra tion, which speaks for itself, are unnecessary. is 
July, Ramsar AMD). BMH. against such cowardly and mean personal attacks that 
| we have been protesting and constantly raising our 
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voice. Every honest man who reads the paragraph will be of opinion that the 
Native press of the Congress party has none too soon been muzzled. No one will 
be surprised if still further encroachments on the liberty of the reptile press be 
in contemplation. Were it not for such foolish effusions yma in the Native 
papers, Mr. Tilak would have long ago been liberated from jail. He has to 
thank his friends for prolonging the period of his incarceration. : 


4. If the account given by the Bombay correspondent of the Hindu about 
Ape a the Honourable Mr. Nugent’s visit to Mr, Tilak be 
_ Deshi Mitra (131), 28h July. toe, the admirers of Mr. Tilak have reason to feel dis- 
appointed, but it is natural that the jail authorities should prevent frequent 
visits to a well-known criminal from his relatives in order to avoid unpleasant 
scenes. 


5. Referring to the quartering of additional police at Sinnar, the Jagad- 
hitechehhu makes the following suggestions, 1st, with 
Policy of levying additional yegard to the mode of assessing the necessary charges, 
ape et (47), 28rd and, 2ndly, with regard to their incidence :—Whenever 
July op some additional police force is imposed on some’ city 
| the innocent are punished along with the guilty. A 
wholesale punishment inflicted on a city for the fault of only a few malefactors 
implies that the place is one of unusual disrepute. ‘There are a number of causes 
which tend to break the peace of a place and it is not advisable to punish a whole 
town for the offence of some of its residents.. Does any responsibility attach to 
the inhabitants of Poona for there being born amongst them two fanatics (the 
murderers of Mr. Rand)? We pray to Government that the people of Sinnar, 
who are already depr essed on account of plague and famine, may not now be 
taxed with this additional police expenditure. We have to say the same thing 
with regard to Poona and Yeola also. : 


6. Wh ich is the scandal of the day? There can be only one answer to 

this question; because nothing is uppermost in men’s 

_ Alleged miscarriage of mind at present but the gross miscarriage of justice 
— = — ar in criminal proceedings against Europeans: in this 
— country. The methods in which this miscarriage 
Mahratta (7), 24th July; takes place are various. We know that Government 
Kesari (54), 26th July. themselves must be too conscious of this unfortunate 
state of things to call upon any one to substantiate 

any such statements, But we may as well invite a reference by the public to 
the following few typical and very recent cases, (1) The case of two soldiers at 
Sdtara who beat their servant to death and were acquitted in the Bombay High 
Court in 1895. (2) The case of five artillery men in Sind who in a house of 
bad repute caused grievous hurt toa policeman on duty and were acquitted. 
(3). The case of Dr. Grant, the Chemical Examiner of Lahore, who shot a 
Khansama in the leg, but was let go without punishment or even warning. 
(4) The case of one Mr. Tresham of the Cooper Allen Company at Cawnpore 
in the North-West Provinces, who kicked a servant to death and was fined only 
Rs. 200 by the Magistrate. (5) The case of Private Killick who shot the owner of 
a peacock to facilitate its theft at Fatehpur in the North-West Provinces and was 
acquitted by ajury composed entirely of Europeans and Eurasians. (6) The 
case of Gunner Piper who shot a villager near Kirkee and was acquitted in the 
Bombay High Court Sessions, with regard to whom it is still doubtful whether 
and what punishment was given to him departmentally. (7) The case of Private 
MacQuillan who at Poona almost cut the throat of a doolie-bearer and was 
sentenced only to three months’ hardlabour. (8) Thecase of Private MacGurk, 
who at Poona seriously hurt three innocent wayfarers, but who. was allowed to 
get his case compounded and to escape legal penalty. (9) The case of Parker 
who at Poona pushed a woman into the river from over the Bund and broke 
her leg, but was acquitted. (10) The case of Gunner Richardson who seriously 
insulted a Hindu woman in Bombay, but was let off with only four months’ 
ot; Aa ae (11) The case of Blundell who kicked an innocent sweetmeat- 
seller in Bombay so violently that the latter’s life was despaired of for the first 
two days, and he took 68 days to leave the hospital, but who was sentenced only 
to four months’ imprisonment, (12) ‘The case of Harry Ambler, assistant 
manager of a trading firm in Bengal, who killéd a peon and who said that in - 
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killing him he had only killed a dog, but who was released on a bail of 500 
rupees and who, if we remember aright, was ultimately acquitted. (18) The 
ease of Dr. Laing of Calcutta who shot two Natives in the plague scare and was 
discharged. (14) The case of—, but we are almost tired of telling these painful 
stories. We content ourselves with quoting what are only the latest cases of 
the same nature hailing from Bengal. (15) The one is the Samastipore case, 
in which the European accused was sentenced only to a fine of 800 rupees for 
causing the death of one man and grievous hurt to three others by accidentally 
firing a gun deliberately loaded and aimed at full cock. (16) The other is 
the Barrackpore case in which three soldiers, who had kicked an innocent old 
man to death, were found guilty only of grievous hurt and sentenced to se ven 
years’ rigorous imprisonment. As for cases on the other side of the balance, 
the side, that is to say, of injustice done to Natives, we need do nothing more 
than refer to the recent press prosecutions in India, more especially to the 
Pratod case in which transportation for life was awarded by the Sdétdra Sessions 
Judge, and also to the case of simple incomplete assault by a Native upon a 
European in Calcutta in which the accused was sentenced to two years’ 
rigorous imprisonment. The above facts will conclusively prove that serious 
miscarriage of justice does take place under British rule. Now who is respon- 
sible for it? It may be argued that Europeans in India, the police, the 
Criminal Courts, the jury, the Government, and the Indian people themselves 
are all of them responsible for the scandal of the day according to different 
standpoints of view. As a matter of fact, we find the body of Anglo-Indians so 
indifferent to these regrettable occurrences of outrages upon Natives by 
Europeans that one may be pardoned for being wicked enough for a moment 
to say that they approve of them. Nothing could be so effective a cure for the 
evil in question as a body of strong Anglo-Indian public opinion in the matter. 
The police also are, it is said, partly responsible for the evil on account 
of their general negligence in preparing cases against Europeans. The party 
by far the most to blame for the scandal of the day is the European juries. 
No method can, we think, be better for removing the evil of the peculiar mis- 
carriage of justice than to minimise the occasions themselves of offences by 
Europeans against Natives. This the Natives can do in two ways: first, by 
creating a terror in the minds of Europeans generally by letting them know 
that even the worm, when trodden upon, may turn to bite. It is a pity that the 
Natives do not use all the legal means of self-defence. The Natives need not . 
necessarily do unto the Europeans what the Europeans have been doing unto 
them, But the requisite and wholesome terror may be created in the minds 
of those European badmashes who need it, even if the Natives use only their 
rights of self-defence to the fullest extent. We can very well understand that 
the better sort of Europeans may be perhaps regretting this injustice as much 
as the Natives are doing. Many of our rulers are, wedare say, human beings 
first and rulers afterwards, But notwithstanding all that it must be said that our 
rulers have not sofar done as much as they could. Empty regrets may well 
become the helpless rayat, but not the rulers who are all-powerful. .A per- 
sistent indifference on their part in the matter is in danger of being looked 
upon with suspicion. Surely Government need no advice from the Native 
press or the public as to how to check this scandalous miscarriage of justice in 
India. But if Government would like to have it, the Native press and the 
public may have some advice to give them. [A similar article appears in 
the Kesari of the 26th July. | 


7. The law has, unfortunately, so often miscarried in India in cases of 

? serious injury to Natives at the hands of Europeans 
Lersney iss mente oath what we are inclined to congratulate the Judge, jury 
Jah: cai ‘est ri and the country on apparently the half-way-halting 
result of the trial of the Barrackpore soldiers for the 

murder of Dr. Sircar, the harrowing details of which created so much of a 
sensation even in England. . We cannot but give the Chief Justice of Bengal 
credit for presiding over the trial himself and thus taking the best step he could 
to prevent it from proving abortive, and, secondly, for giving exemplary punish- 
ment for the minor offence of which the jury convicted the accused. We could 
have well understood an acquittal out and out, on the ground of want of conelu- 
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sive evidence of identification. But this point being decided against the prisoners, 
as it must have been in the mind of the convicting jury, it is difficult to see 
how it considered a brutal assault, including wild kicking, which actually caused. 
death, as not to have been an act that was intended or that was likely to cause 
death. ‘Willing as we are to give credit to the gentlemen of the jury for with- 
standing to an unusual extent the esprit de corps which leads to predetermined 
acquittals in this class of cases, we cannot pronounce that they completely over- 
came the unwillingness of Europeans in India to be the instruments of sending 
to the gallows a white man for the blood of only a Native. If this feeling con- 
tinues, Europeans may as well be specially exempted from capital punishment. 
The Travancore Darbar is said to have so exempted Brahmins and women. 
Verily, the Darbar has followed a straightforward course. However, we are 
not among the upholders of the theory of blood for blood, and but for its 
political effect should have been content with the sentence passed upon those 
drunken ruffians. } 


8, It is to be remarked that with regard to the facts of the case, there is 
unanimity of opinion among Natives as well as Euro- 
Mahratta (7), 24th July. peans. When, however, we leave facts and come to 
the course that law has taken in the case, when we come to consider the verdict of 
the jury and the punishment which was awarded to the accused, opinion begins to 
differ and go along the settled lines marked out by racial prepossessions. The 
Europeans seem to think not only that justice was done and the punishment was 
exemplary, but also that the present case is proof of the fact that under British 
rule there is equal justice for Natives and Europeans. Native public opinion, 
on the other hand, would accept these propositions with great reservation. 
The Judge, though bound by the verdict actually given, has unmistakably 
indicated his disapproval of it by saying that the jury had taken a merciful 
view of their guilt. Here mercy is a euphemism for injustice. It may also be 
seen that the Chief Justice has awarded the maximum. punishment for the 
offence. Thus a clear failure of justice has taken place. If Natives clamour 
for higher punishment, it is not because they are monsters thirsting for human 
blood, but because it is only just to award higher punishment. It may be 
remembered that in one of the cases arising out of, the Bombay plague riots 
Mr, Justice Badrudin Tyabji had awarded transportation instead of death, 
even when the identity of the accused was not fully established. The Times of 
India found fault with Mr. Tyabji and clamoured for hanging, Was it for 
justice or for thirst for blood? Really “if after so many decades of British 
rule in India, the Government, the Judicial bench, the police and the whole 
body of British residents in the country ’”’ cannot secure justice in the case of 
Kuropean offenders against Natives, then the British people have ruled in vain 
indeed! We, however, take this opportunity to thank the Chief Justice of 
Bengai for the im partial charge he made to the jury, for the expression of his 
opinion that the jury had taken a “merciful view ”’ of the case, for the expres- 
sion of his sense of abhorrence for the brutal deeds of the soldiers by awarding 
them the heaviest penalty he could under the law, and, lastly, for his enunciation 
of the principle that justice ought to be equally dealt to the Natives as well as 
to the Europeans in the country. If the law has failed to take in this case an 


adequately rigorous course, it is not, we dare say, the fault of the Chief Justice 
of Bengal. 


9. At last, after months of cruel suspense, Dr. Sircar’s murderers have 
Indu Prakdsh (14), 21st been brought to book, and, for a wonder, a Huropean 
July Mas: aol. jury has found the three soldiers unanimously guilty 
of causing grievous hurt and the latter have been 
sentenced by theChief Justice of Bengal to rigorous imprisonment for seven years. 
We will not quarrel about the other issues in the case. We say at once that intent 
to murder not being proved, the learned Judge had no option but to charge the 
jury.mainly about the other counts. This His Lordship did in a spirit of perfect 
impartiality, and it is, indeed, in strange contrast with the charge of Mr, Justice 
Strachey in the case of Parker at the last Bombay Criminal Sessions. We have 
not the least doubt that the extremely fair address of the learned Chief Justice 
-. Was mainly instrumental in making the jury unanimous in their verdict. We 
congratulate the Europeans who constituted the jury upon the great courage 


IE 


they showed in not letting prejudice get the upper hand of justice and remainin; 
true to their national instincts of fair-play. The Natives are not 2, bit revengefu 
and we are sure that the entire Native press will express its satisfaction at the 
judgment, We hope the noble independence and moral courage of the learned 
Chief Justice of Bengal and the Englishmen who convicted the three authors of 
the Barrackpore tragedy will be emulated by all their countrymen in India. 


10. The great Barrackpore trial has come and gone and the result is that 


the three European soldiers have been unanimousl 
Dnydn Prakdsh (3), 25th y 
ee a 4 — (3) found guilty of causing grievous hurt and sentenced 
; to seven years’ rigorous imprisonment each. The | 
news will be received all over India with some degree of satisfaction, though 


the general impression is, we are sure, that the punishment is hardly com- 
mensurate with the heinousness of the offence. However, the public will be 
glad to learn that no technical defect has been allowed to standin the way of the 
conviction of the three soldiers, who disgraced Her Majesty’s uniform by a 
series of most brutal and dastardly acts. The learned Chief Justice, Sir Francis 
Maclean, deserves the thanks of the entire Native community for summing up 
the facts of the case in his charge to the jury in a very impartial manner and for 
telling the European jurors some home-truths which they are very sorely in need 
of in India in such trials. The jury had no alternative but to find the prisoners 
guilty. The point that remained open was the section under which they could 
conviet them, and they chose to convict only on the minor count of grievous hurt. 
How they could come to this conclusion itis not very difficult to imagine. 
Perhaps they were led away by Mr. Zorab’s (the prisoners’ counsel) contention 
that intention to killand motive for the crime were absent in the case. We are 
afraid the Chief Justice did not sufficiently enlighten the jury upon this all-im- 
portant question, and indeed the remark of the Chief Justice in passing sentence, 
*T am perfectly satisfied that when you assaulted him you had no intention 
at the time to cause his death,’’ seems to support Mr. Zorab’s contention. 
With all due respect for the learned Chief Justice, we beg to say we cannot 
bring ourselves to entertain the view adopted by His Lordship, Intention 
or belief is an abstract state of the mind, which can only be inferred from sur- 
rounding circumstances and. from the conduct of the persons concerned. It has 
often been laid down in unmistakable terms that “the law provides that a man 
must be held to have intended that which is the natural consequence of his acts, 
and if by any deliberate act any one is killed, it is culpable homicide, at the 
least ; and he is ordinarily held to know the probable consequences of his own 
act” (Starling’s Indian Criminal Law, 6th Edition, page 351), According to 
this statement of the law, the accused must be deemed to have intended the prob- 
able consequences of their acts, which in this melancholy instance proved to 
be nothing less than death. Atany rate, knowledge might very safely have 
been presumed, and knowledge is sufficient to have enabled the jury to bring 
in a verdict of guilty of culpable homicide not amounting to murder. Perhaps 
Anglo-Indians in India look with a sort of kindly admiration upon the freaks 
and pranks of Tommy Atkins, as a fond parent looks with amusement on the 
pranks of the naughty young hopeful, and are inclined to look upon them 
in a forgiving manner. But they must learn to give up this comfortably 
eool attitude—at least when those mad pranks turn out so unfortunate 
as to deprive a respectable citizen of his life in the most brutal manner. 
The result is that the three soldiers will be transferred from their routine life in 
barracks to the routine life in the prison for seven years—quite an inadequate 
punishment for so dastardly a crime. The sentence should have been trans- 
portation for at least ten years, if not hanging. What redeeming feature and 
extenuating circumstances the gentlemen on the jury could find to warrant the 
merciful view of the case is best known to themselves. Simple folk will, how- 
ever, find-an easy and correct explanation in the colour of the murderers and of 
the victim. ; 
11. Whatever might be said about the absence of previous intention on the 
| | part of these soldiers, which in nearly every case be- 
‘Sudha'rak (20), 25th July, + yeen Kuropean offenders and Native sufferers will be a 
Hag. com: - ss  gtanding shelter for the accused, we can hardly bring 
ourselves to suppose that the three soldiers had no reason to believe that death 
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ment is, in our opinion, rather a light punishment, compared with the brutality 
with which poor Dr. Sircar was done to death. A a feature of the whole 
trial, however, is that we have on this occasion heard the opinion of the Chief 
Justice of the Calcutta High Court on the value of Native life, which it would 
be good for all Magistrates and Judges in the land to lay close to their hearts. 


12. We are glad to acknowledge that the learned Chief Justice did his 
Madi rae. Ok a duty in an admirable manner, and we wish we could 
Die. cols dle “y say precisely the same thing about the jury. [If 
ee . soldiers. who get drunk and kick quiet persons to 
death are guilty only of the offence of grievous hurt, as the jury seemed to 
think in this case, some important sections of the Penal Code will have to be 
repealed. Drunkenness is no excuse in law, and though justice has not wholly 
failed in the present instance, its result will certainly not help in removing what 
is unfortunately a widespread and deep-rooted impression, that as between 
Europeans and Natives it is not possible to obtain strict and full justice at the 
hands of European jurors. 


13. Notwithstanding the fact that the crime for which these men have 

KithiGwar Times (6), 23rq LOC Sentenced is by no means uncommon, one would 

Tonner Times (6), 29rd be satisfied with the punishment just inflicted taking 
y, Eng. cois. . “saan Clear 

: all things together. The sentence, as it is, is a 

deterrent one and is sure to discourage every reckless attack on the part of 

soldiers or others. | : 


14, The result of the Barrackpore murder trial will go far to restore 
Weinte 6. tik tal popular confidence in the sense of justice of the British 
Phonix (8), 47th July. = Heople. All honour to the jury, who were all of them 
Britishers, for rising superior to racial considerations and awarding three men of 
their own race the deserts that were their due. The Chief Justice did well in 
reminding them of the duty they owed to themselves. The verdict was unani- 
mous and that speaks sufficiently for itself. The sentence has been such as to 
fully satisfy the ends of justice, and it is to be hoped that it would have ‘a deter- 
rent effect on the next British soldier who in his drunken moments seeks to 
divert himself in the way in which the three convicted prisoners have done. 


15. The Jdém-e-Jamshed is of opinion that the sentence passed on the accused. 
Lim-e-Jamahed (189). 22th Soudiers in the Barrackpore case and the approval 
—" amshed (299), 20th of it expressed by the Anglo-Indian newspapers in 
de general are likely to check the number of such offences 
in future, and says that if some of the European juries had not in the beginning 
committed the mistake of acquitting European offenders of such serious charges 
for the sake of the so-called prestige of the British Government and if the 
Anglo-Indian press had exposed the mistake in time, such cases of accidental 
deaths of Natives at the hands of Europeans would not have been numerous, 


16. There is very little reason to be disappointed at the sentence passed 


Deshi Mitra (1281), 28th 
July. 


of Dr. Sircar was more or less the result of tem- 
porary excitement caused by liquor-drinking and not 
of a premeditated assault. We fully approve of the sentence passed by the 
Chief Justice of the Calcutta High Court in accordance with the verdict of the 
jury and have always had confidence in the decisions of High Oourts, which are 
generally just and fair. We think the result of the case will produce a healthy 
effect on Europeans. ; 


17. The decision of the Barrackpore case has not given satisfaction to any 

3 party. The Natives are displeased because the mur- 
inn a. KLE derers of one of their own countrymen have escaped 
with only a sentence of imprisonment for seven years, while the Europeans 
are dissatisfied because they consider the punishment to be too heavy for the 
offence of grievous hurt of which the jury convicted the accused. The relations 
of Dr. Sircar again regret that no life for life has becn taken in this case as was 
done in the case of Mr. Rand’s murder. We, on our part, believe that if the 
soldiers are guilty of grievous hurt only, the sentence of imprisonment for 


seven years is a very severe one. 


would result from their act. The punishment of seven years’ rigorous imprison- 


on the accused in the Barrackpore case, as the murder 


nt 23, 
Racy " 


18. Two of our esteemed Se goa at Poona and Calcutta have 
Pee expressed their opinion that the sentence in the Bar- 

Gura'kkhe (44), gio . aly. rackpore case [ insufficient. No doubt anybody 

can see that it is so, but looking to past experience it is no small consolation 
that the accused have been convicted, If our complaints have been so far suc- 
cessful in a year or two, we hope that within the next six or seven years the 
distinction between Europeans and Natives will completely vanish and both will 
be awarded the same punishments in similar cases. We i not understand how 
our contemporaries forget that uncontrollable persons must be coaxed into 
order, and that if we insist on an administration entirely beneficial to the people 

_ of India, there is the fear of our losing even the little benefits that we are 
enjoying, The Government is now showing signs of improvement and we must 
pat it on the back. Weshall be much obliged, therefore, if our contemporaries 
do not obstruct the smooth progress of the Government, 


19, A correspondent writes a satirical note to Ka’l on the subject of in- 
” ' toxication being put forward as an extenuation of an 
Satirical remarks on the offence. He says:—I repent for not having been 


admission of the plea of in- ; eae . a 
toxication in mitigation of accustomed to drinking wine. How great is its influ- 


punishments. ence! Murderers can escape capital punishment on the — 
Ka'l (49), 29th July. plea of being intoxicated by drink. It is the mistake 


of the orthodox and uneducated that they deem it sin- 
ful even to touch wine. I for myself will. go tosome ardent devotee of the 
Goddess of Wine and become his pupil. : 


20. We should really like to know what the Times of India can have to 
ee about equal justice to Europeans and Natives and 
ae FSt”S™:S:tS::tCS”:*~S*~*éL. thant: kind of flatpdiovoodllee, even after the notoriously 
Mahratta (7), 24th July. Mild sentence passed upon Mr. MacIntyre in the 
| Samastipore case. Mere fine for killing one man and 
wounding three others with a gun deliberately loaded with heavy shot and 
aimed at full cock against a whole procession! Is that the boasted British 
justice? Let the Zimes look upon this case and the long list of cases cited by 
us in our second article, lay his hand on his heart and declare that in all those 
cases equal justice or justice of any kind was done. British justice, one feels 
almost tempted to cry out,isa huge humbug. If Government or the higher 
c lass of Europeans in the land do really, as indeed they affect to, feel shame 
and abhorrence for the brutal acts of the few badmashes of their own race in » 
India, let them move for an enhancement of punishment in this particular 
Samastipore case at least. Isan Englishman, who is so foolish as the Magis- 
trate himself says, and so reckless of injury to Native life as to ply with loaded 
guns at their heads at the least irritation—is such a man too high for imprison- 
ment? If the Government really want to blot out the spot of infamy, let them 
move the High Court for enhancement of MacIntyre’s sentence. Here isa 
man who needlessly interferes with the exercise of a rightful privilege of 
using music in a public street by a marriage party. He unlawfully sends his 
chaprasi to drive the procession away. The chaprast goes and the procession 
does actually move on in obedience to the Saheb’s order. But the Saheb has 
not the patience to wait till even the chaprast returns. This Saheb knows 
no other method of remonstrance or protest but taking up a gun and firing it. 
The Saheb evidently lies in his throat when he says that he wanted only to 
frighten the procession, for he deliberately loads it with heavy shot. The story 
of the foct-slipping accident is a shameless threadbare after-thought, and can- 
not deceive any one. In the face of fatal aggressiveness on the part of a man 
of education and position as Mr, MacIntyre, who will grant either that only the 
badmashes among the Anglo-Indians commit brutal acts, or that Government 
do all in their power to remove the danger to British rule lurking and being 
cherished in this direction ? | een 
21. Itissomewhat strange that when every person who wishes to be 
admitted to the bar or raised to the bench is required to 
Request to Government get through some test, Government should confer the 
w eee Bs soe Magis- powers of a Ist, 2nd or 3rd class magistrate on persons 
paca gp Ray passed who have not passed any examination, In Poona we 
Sudhérak (20), 26th July. have about 20 Special istrates of this kind. They 
7 “are not all pensioned Mémlatdars or officers who have 
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served in the Judicial Department or LL.B.s. It cannot be said that they are 


appointed because they are ready to serve without any remuneration. No 
doubt the Government, in conferring these appointments, does confer high 
honour upon the Natives, but there being work attached to these posts the 
recipients must be equal to it. We propose that Special Magistrates should be 
subject to some examination or that their powers should be in the beginning 
restricted to petty offences and then gradually extended. The people, especially 
the pleaders, will do well to move Government in this matter, | 


22. We have complained again and again of the injustice of allowing not 
ae only Europeans, but also their servants, to escape from 
Alleged injustice of ex- 41) sort of disinfection and quarantine at railway 

empting Europeans and their ‘ : 

servants from all sort of dis- Stations and detention camps even when they come 
infection and quarantine at from affected parts. We have no desire to suggest 
railway stations. that respectable gentlemen, Native and European, 
an — (20), 40th July, and their families, be detained unnecessarily, but the 

ris class of people from whom the domestic servants of 
the Europeans are generally recruited are filthy in their habits, and it is neces- 
sary they should undergo careful examination and disinfection at the railway 
stations. If Government only resolve to incur the displeasure of their Euro- 
ean subjects, who, it seems, are not willing to undergo, of their own accord, the 

slightest discomfort even though it be; to save a whole population from infection, 
the plague might be very effectively checked inits spread. As it is, the measures 
now in force, howsoever stringent they may be, against respectable Natives 
of any grades in society, are not able to prevent the “servants ” of the Europeans 
from bringing in plague, and the result is plainly visible. Nearly in all cases of 
large cities the infection was first brought into the cantonments where these 
Native domestics of the Europeans reside. Belgaum is now under the same 
predicament. It was so even last year. Poona last year brought infection from 
Kirkee. Bhingdr was affected long before cases occurred in Ahmednagar. 
These instances, we trust, leave no doubt as to the source of the mischief. We 
request the Europeans to be less selfish and the authorities to be more firm, and 
order that no exception shall be made at least in favour of the “servants’’ of 


Europeans at the plague detention and disinfection camps. 


23. ‘Ihe resolution of the Supreme Government expressing their disap- 
proval of quarantines has been received with grate- 
G Request to the Bombay fy Iness by all classes of people, but there is no hope of 
overnment to issne an order “ge * ae eatin 
enforcing the alleged resolu- the plague authorities in the mofussil giving effect to 
tion of the Supreme Govern- it until the Bombay Government issues an order to 
apr — the abolition that effect, as has ies done by the Madras Govern- 
of quarantine, — ment. The Local Government ought not to think that 
eee oe Ee eee: ae prestige will be lowered in any way or that there 
is anything disgraceful in giving up the measure. If, however, it does not 
give prompt effect to the resolution, the Bombay Presidency Association and 
the Mill-owners’ Association as well as leading citizens ought to move it 
to do so. We wish some member of the local Legislative Council will ask for 


an explanation from Government on this subject. 


24, The Hubli Patra says :—The recent visit of Lord Sandhurst, Gov- 
ernor of Bombay, to the town of Hubli was not 
Plague operations at Hubli fruitful in any way. People had anxiously expected 


and His Excellency Lord that many of the hardships consequent on the strin 
dhurst’s visit to the place. ti _ 
ee (164), 25th gency of plague measures would be mitigated, but His 


July. Excellency gave no relief to the people. ‘The municipal 

address that was presented to His Excellency did 
not contain anything concerning the present grievances of the people and 
hence the people had to vote a separate address, But it appears that Govern- 
ment would not modify any of the present strict plague measures and that 


{ 


people should, therefore, resign themselves to their fate. | 


25. During the past week ge has considerably increased at Hubli. 
Karahtak Veits (168). 26h Lae total daily death-rate is 22 to 25 and that from 
Pca ritt (108), 26th Jaeue is 15 to 22. ‘To this may be added concealed 
: , ~ gases. The system of removal of patients to hospitals 


$ 
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and of segregating the people is fraught with many evils, In hospitals, 
sufficient attention is not paid to the poet of me Expo ‘au 
and rain is not guarded against. A conviction has gained ground among the 
people that removal to hospitals is a sure precursor of death. The harsh 
method of compulsory removal to hospitals or to segregation camps induces 
the people, on the occurrence of a plague case in their midst, to resort to 
underhand means which would enable them to evade the stringent plague 
measures and thus the epidemic finds a greater scope for its spread. The secret of 
Mr. Reade’s success ‘at Poona may be attributed to his conciliatory attitude. 
Work in connection with plague may be entrusted to leaders of ‘the people as 
was done at Bombay. In short Government would do well to adopt such 
measures to stamp out the plague as would meet the wishes of the people. 


26. The people are not now so much afraid of quarantine and medi- 
cal examination as before, but still the manner of 


Alleged undue severity in the medical examination at some places is unfair 
the medical examination of 


pashényers at the Oaraac and oppressive. The examination at the Carnac Ban- 


Bandar (Bombay). dar of passengers going by steamer to Panvel and 
Indu Prakash (14), 21st Dharamtar is unduly severe. A respectable person 
July. of good position is made to stand along with dirty 


low-class people and persons are unnecessarily struck 
with great force in the armpits and groins during the examination. Will the 
authorities attend to the matter and remove the cause of the people’s complaint ? 


27. No educated Native can object to reasonable precautions being taken 

by the authorities in the mofussil against the out- 

Plague operations in the break of plague for the safety of their districts, but 

mofussil and district autho- naturally the people disapprove of their action when 

ities. ° ° ° 

Broach Mitra (126), 27th 1t goes beyond the bounds of moderation.and of their 

July. indifference to the complaints of the public. It is 

really scandalous on their part,to show disrespect to 

the resolution which has been issued, by the Supreme Government against 
quarantine. : 


28. A correspondent of the Deshi Mitra observes that the people of 
| Surat being law-abiding have all along respected 
ag rag wun cs 1) = the plague measures without any murmur, and that 
July. oe Te it is now necessary to relax some of them and to 
appoint a Committee consisting of representatives of 
different communities to hear the grievances of the people and to bring them 
to the notice of the Collector and to adopt suitable measures in consultation 
with him. He says that owing to change in the climate some sort of ordinary 
sickness is sure to be found in almost every house, and that it is desirable that 
people should be asked to report only plague cases and that the work of finding 
them out be entrusted to some respectable and educated residents of the 
different wards. 


29. A Bulsdr correspondent writes to the Ja’m-e-Jamshed deploring the 

3 condition of the poor Hindu and Musalman residents 

Appeal on behalf of the of Bulsir who, on account of the increasing plague 
plagne-stricken and their re- in that city, are obliged to go into segregation and 


oe tBulsérin the Surat 4:6 in the sheds erected by the municipality in the 
- Jatm-e-Jamshed (139), 28th open ground and thereby suffer from the dampness 
July. of the ground, the insufficient shelter from rain 


afforded by the municipal sheds and the want of 
sufficient food caused by the able-bodied poor being prevented by their attendance 
upon their plagae-stricken relations from earning their daily bread. The cor- 
respondent therefore appeals to charitably disposed persons to render pecuniary 
assistance to these Hindu and Musalman poor men, pointing out that the 
Parsis are well cared for in the hospital they have founded by means of public 
subscriptions. | | ) me 


isa ue.is raging fiercely in the Belgaum Cantonment and the 
" 2. PS ; ah bce ‘stressful condition of the poor people is 
Plague in the Belgaum most pitiful, but no one can help it. Onan average 
Cantonment. | aay! about 12 deaths daily occur from ple ue. Major 
sit day mn’ @°) Minchin, the Cantonment Magistrate, is doing every- 
< thing in his power to suppress the disease, but all his 

cox 288—65 : 7 
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efforts have proved futile, Owing to the continuous heavy rain the people can- 
not be removed’ to segregation camps, The District Collector has issued a 
notification and informed people that those who wisn to get themselves inocu- 
lated may do so at the municipal office every Tuesday and Saturday evening. 
In another place, the paper says that during his recent visit to Belgaum Mr. 
Cumine, the Plague Commissioner, has issued an order to the effect that no one 
should be forcibly removed to the segregation camp and that a few houses 
covered with tin plates may be built outside the town for the accommodation 
of a few persons. This order, adds the paper, has gratified the people. 


31. Weare sorry to state that the plague has appeared in some villages 

in the Médha and‘ Shol4pur Télukas of this district. 

Plague in some of the Last year the plague appeared in Sholapur in the 
villages in the Sholépur Diss middle of September, and owing to its appearance 
Sholépur Suma’cha’r (85), ‘WO months earlier in the rainy season this year 
26th July. the people are in great anxiety about it. The Col- 
lector and other. European officers have visited the 


affected places and are doing their best to check the spread of the disease. 


32. Plague is fearfully increasing every day in Hubli and Dhérwar 
has had some imported cases. We are afraid these 
Plague preventive mea- imported cases will beget indigenous ones. With 
ae 2 okenafe -, all the strenuous efforts of Mr. Cappel, the Col- 
jahansa (166), 27th hank theta; 1 in th f 
July, Eng. cols. ector, there is, we see, some looseness in the enforce- 
| ment of the measures prescribed for preventing the 
importation of the epidemic. The municipal commissioners of Dhdérwar 
have now thought of introducing inoculation. It will commence, they say, 
by the 1st of the next month. Inno place affected by plague have Govern- 
ment been able to convince the people of the efficacy of their measures. 
Why should we not then try and see if we can do without segregation, inocu- 
lation, &c.? Let fate have its own course. 


83. Asked whether the Press Committee established at Poona had any, 
and if so what, power of censorship over the press, 
Press Committeesand their Lord George Hamilton replied that, under the existing 


‘unenees. law no such Committee could possibly have any power 
J Pai ee ee censorship, and that its functions must be “ limited 


to keeping the responsible officials informed as to the 
character of the matter published in the newspapers.’ This is an intelligent 
answer, and probably reflects a change of view that deliberation must have 
brought over those who invented these Committees. They have now been 
acknowledged to have no legal status and to be merely irresponsible informants 
of responsible officials. We wonder how the non-official gentlemen who are 
members of these Committees will like their position as defined by the Secretary 
of State. And if these Committees have neither legal status nor official 
authority, they will have to depend merely upon courtesy for recognition by the 
editors and proprietors upon whom they are intended to keepa watch. We 
doubt if any such special machinery was needed to keep a constant and vigilant 
eye over the press from district to district and. place to place. But if it was, a 
Central Department would have served the purpose better than these scattered 
Press Committees. | | : 


34, In reference to the appointments of Presidency Magistrates in 
sah Bombay, what strikes one as strange is that for the 
Presidency Magistratesin last few years the appointments have not been made 


Bombay and thecommunities = ° o 4s ge ‘ . 
isin whisk than ace closed =e reference toracial distinctions of the city popu 


- ~~ Native Opinion (16), 24th ace. When the bench consisted of three Magistrates 


July, Eng. cols. only, generally there was one Hindu, one Parsi and 
Gj , one European Magistrate, but this arrangement 
does not now seem to find much favour with the authorities, and for some 
years only Parsis and Europeans have come to hold the posts. On principle 
this is not right, and in making the new selection Government will see that 
either a competent Hindu or Muhammadan is nominated to the vacant post. 
Acquaintance with language, manners and customs is no insignificant element in. 
the framework of a judicial mind, and without it the possibility of fair ‘justice 
cannot be always sure. ‘Then again amongst the Hindus and Muhammadans 
> number of legal practitioners is available, and therefore the field 
may well include Hindus and Muhammadans, Only a few years | 
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ago Mr. Moroji Kashinath served on the bench as one of the Magistrates and 
gave, we understand, complete satisfaction to the higher authorities as also to 
the people. We should think the claims of educated Hindus and Muham- 
madans in the matter of such appointments are as great as those of others, and 
we have no doubt that in making ‘new appointments the Government of His 
Excellency Lord Sandhurst will pay the above question its due attention. From 
among the rank and file of the High Court Pleaders the services of some 
ee pleader may be secured, and the bench rendered stronger than it 
actually is. | 


35. The Karndtak Vritt remarks :—Mr. L.G. Deshmukh, now First 
| Assistant Collector of Dhérwar, has been placed in 
Alleged injustice done to charge of those sub-divisions of the district that were 
Nee cat beaten ie? till now looked after by the Second Assistant and that a 
overnment by transferring h . Coes «as “aa 
him to Dhérwar and by his Cange of this kind in duties is likely to engender in 
being entrusted with work the public mind a belief that Government do not 
pertaining tothe Second As- treat him fairly and respectfully, as he deserves. 
ey meoreggg . From the time of his transfer on reduction from 
arna‘tak Vritt (168), Sholé are! ; ° 
26th July, Sholapur, every act of Government concerning him 
) is marked with injustice and disrespect towards him. 
We doubt whether a similar arrangement would have been effected if an 
European had been placed in the place of Mr. Deshmukh. The grounds on 
which he was transferred to Kédrwdar are still shrouded in mystery. Mr. 
Sheppard, the District Collector, Karwér, having gone on leave Mr. Deshmukh 
as First Assistant was entitled to succeed him, but it appears that Government 
feared that if he were posted to the place the punishment inflicted on him 
would be undone and hence they thought of sending him toa totally different 
station. In this connection, a few days back the Dnya’'n Chakshu of Poona 
made certain remarks, but it was taken to task by Mr. Lamb, thejpresident of 
the Poona Press Committee. The arguments put forth by Mr. Lamb in reply 
to the said paper are flimsy and are not supported by any cogent reasons. 


36. A correspondent writes from Nasik :—Judging by the dacoities com- 
par mitted in villages by the Bhils and others we are in 
PP gta in the Nasik Dis- one oo to oe ee aca to kag the British 
- aly, or the Mogul rule. anybody wishes to convince 
Raipsiare (51), 1h Tay: Tne tS coaian inaal Se de aalin Wes Hs tale 
look at the number of the maimed Marwaris in the hospital at Nasik. There 
are many others injured in these dacoities lying in village hospitals. It is strange 
that the authorities are totally indifferent to this horrible state of things. To 
the numerous applications of the people for protection, Mr. Moore, the Collector, 
replies that arrangements have been made and that nothing new can be done. 
I think the Collector will not give up his indolent and apathetic attitude until 
Government after receiving the memorial from the Banias and Marwaris in 
meeting assembled. on the 10th July move in the matter. The Kalpataru 
adds:—We pity the miserable plight of the Banias and.the Marwaris. That 
the local authorities have not redressed the grievance for the last two months 
is an index of their clever administration! We are sorry that the whole blame 
is cast on the Government whenever its subordinates prove inefficient. The 
people regard Government as having undertaken to protect their life and pro- 
perty, and what shall we say when no notice is taken when men are plundered, 


maimed and even killed ? 3 


37. In the interests of the people of the Nasik District we ask Govern- 

ag ment whether or not they intend to put a stop to the 

Mumbai Vaibhas (67), 30th ~ gacoities by resorting to some stringent measures. 
chee. Ae PHL Latest intelligence from that quarter is very distress- 
ing. Hitherto the dacoits confined their depredations to money-lending people, 
but now they are carrying off the arms and uniforms of policemen. We 
earnestly request Government to collect a considerable number of police at 
Nésik and make it impossible for the dacoits to plunder any more. It is to be. 
deplored that a meeting of the people like the one recently held at Nasik should 
have found it necessary to guide Government in the performance of their 
duties and that Government should long delay taking effective stepsin the 
matter. ——. 3 Baty yore bebe | 
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88. Dacoities in the province of Sind have of late been steadily on the in — 
Desiiiie t tet of ce and from several quarters comes simultaneous 
alleged remissness of the EWS of robberies perpetrated in the houses of ‘peace- 
police in hunting down the ful householders. There seems to have occurred a 
criminals, == recrudescence of crime in certain parts of Sind and the 
Kardéchi Chronicle (5), 24th remissness of the police in hunting down the criminals 
vas and bringing them to book are, we are afraid, in a 
large measure answerable for this regrettable state of affairs. In some places 
we are told people find themselves in the throes of disquietude and consterna- 
tion at.the frequency of these robberies, and the.sense of security from all 
lawlessness and violence which they have so long experienced appears to have 
received a very rude shock. It is to be hoped that the authorities will now > 
turn their attention to the matter and impress the police with a sense of their 
duty. . : 


39. <A complaint reaches us from Hyderabad about the misdemeanour of 
some Beluchi sepoys. It would seem that, taking 

Alleged misdemeanour of advantage of the cowardice of the Hyderabadis, these 
Sndorabed (Sin a “ayes at rascals are wont to outrage the modesty of respectable 
yh oonis (8), 27th July. women who may have the misfortune to.come in their 


way. In any other part of the country the villains 
would, of course, have been mobbed and taught the consequence of taking undue 


liberties with respectable women. But the Hyderabadis look on whilst these 
outrages occur under their very nose and then either write to the newspapers or 
petition the authorities ; and the Beluchi ruffians are not slow in taking advantage 
of the impunity which they enjoy. Will not the authorities see to the matter ? 


Legislation. 


40. The Copyright Act seems to be defective in one respect and some 
persons take undue advantage of it to the detriment 


Request to Government to of some authors. The Act being applicable only to 
amend the Copyright Act. British territories, those who wish to benefit them- 
Praja Bandhu (114), 24th 


Jaly, selves at the expense of other writers get other people’s 

works reprinted in Native States. The condition of 
authors in India is very pitiable and we request Government to extend the Act 
to Native States also and to make the necessary changes in it. 


Education. 


41 The Jdm-e-Jamshed expresses disapprobation of the unwillingness 
which some of the European Fellows of the Bombay 
Recent meeting of the Bom- University evinced at the recent meeting of the Senate 


bay University Senate and ; ‘Soe 
ey tka on the attitude of +0 favour the Honourable Mr. Justice Ranade’s pro- 


some of the European Fellows posal anent examination by compartments and of 
who left the meeting hall be- their action in leaving the place of meeting en masse 


i + ees the business on the ground of late hours, observes that those, who 
in nand, 


. cannot afford to devote a longer time than usual to 
Piha st (199), 25th the consideration of important questions like the one 


3 : then before the University Senate, cannot really he 
said to be very earnest well-wishers of the student world, and recommends Govern- 
ment to sanction the scheme passed by a large majority of the members of the 
Senate and not to give countenance, even indirectly, to the course which the 
opponents of the scheme adopted by withholding their consent to the almost 
unanimous sense of the University Senate. | 


‘ 42, Just as we go to press, we get a full account of the proceedings of the 
| aneFis Hes meeting of the University Senate held on Friday last to 
Mahratta (7), 24th Jaly. consider the Honourable Mr. Justice Ranade’s pro- 

posal in the matter of the compartment system, that the report of the Committee 

a appointed by the Senate on March 4th, 1898, to. draft a reply to the Government 

ee letter of September 30th, 1897, be adopted and that the Registrar be requested to 

a forward the reply as drafted by the Committee to Government. Weare unable 

| to review the proceedings at great length to-day. There was much animated 

discussion on the motion, and the proceedings lasted till a late hour in the evening. 


19 
Dr, Mackichan approved of the principle underlying the. compartment system, 


but did not like the present grouping of subjects and he proposed by way of 
amendment that the pata ie 4 be referred back to the. Byndioate. kis wit 
as they do full well the mood of the Syndicate in the present matter, it was to 
_ be expected that the Senate would reject the amendment. At 7-15 p.m,, when 
the Europeans saw that opposition was useless, they almost in a body, headed 
by the Vice-Chancellor, left the hall without having asked. for an adjournment, 
which, we are sure, would not have been refused. This sullenness of the 
Europeans and the bad grace with which they took their defeat are neither of 
them very dignified. Principal Hathornthwaite and Professors Muller and 
Covernton carried on a sage | fight to the last. The compartment system 
uestion is thus almost closed so far as the University itself is concerned. 
t us hope .His Excellency Lord Sandhurst’s Government also closes it and 
seals it with their own generous acquiescence in it. 


43. Mr. Justice Ranade has, since his advent to Bombay, taken a keen 
interest in our University affairs, and has been trying 
Introduction of the ver- to gradually improve the status of our graduates. 
— into the Bombay [hn the first place, there is the question of introducing 
niversity. ° 
Champion (2), 24th July, the vernaculars, which he has tackled and advocated 
with his usual love for details and lucidity. There is ~ 
nothing that we can see in the proposed change of lowering the fences, dete- 
riorating the efficiency, or in any way bringing into contempt the hall-mark of 
our University. On the contrary, it leaves a wide discretion to a student 
making literature his special subject to develope his powers in the language of 
the country of his birth. It is surprising that the motion before the University 
Faculty should have been lost by the casting vote of the head of the Govern- 
ment department of education, when Secretaries of State for India have been 
enquiring for a quarter of a century past what the Universities established 
by Government have done for the vernaculars of the country. 


Municipalities, 


44, The Sdtéra Municipality is on the brink of financial ruin on account 
of the enormous share of plague expenditure which 
Remarks on the apportion-  falis to its lot according to the apportionment made 
ment of plague expenditure zy , 
at Poona and Satéra and the Dy the-Accountant General on the lines laid down by 
treatment of municipalities the Government of India in their resolution of Feb- 
in pe in o oo of yuary last. We see se at Sdtdra the same thine 
ae ey ea happened as at Poona. The municipality was practic 
msdn i leiuattes in any suspended for the time, and almost aikien 
expenditure incurred on account of plague measures without allowing the 
municipality the least voice in the management, with the result that the 
Sétéra Municipality now finds itself face to face with a crushingly heavy 
burden to be borne on its head. The cases of the Poona and Satara Munici- 
palities are only two types of the general system under which, during the last 
two years, local self-government in this part of India was most abominably 


outraged by Government in the name of emergency. 


-- 45. An ominous rumour has been afloat to the effect that Government have 
oe been seriously contemplating a great change in the 
Poona Municipality and constitution of the local municipal board. .-What the 

the changes in its constitu- ¢hange precisely is to be, rumour does not: definitely 
oa alg hala salemmogel say. But this much is understood that Government 
P"Mahrétta (7), 24th July. | are bent upon increasing the numerical strength of - 

| the Poona municipal body by creating more seats to 
be filled by nomination. Such a change was least thought of, and finding 
it ourselves very difficult to believe the rumour, we wrote to our popular 
Collector, Mr. Lamb, requesting him to be so good as to let us know whether 
the rumour was reliable and what was the exact nature of the proposals made 


by.or to Government in the matter. The reply was of course not encouraging. 


The Collector is “ not at liberty to afford information as to what questions were 
‘or. were not under the consideration of Government.” We believe we had not 


presumed to.ask the Collector to divulge any very great State secret ; and 


i ee 


et: 


considering the seeming anxiety shown of late by Government in makin 
editors well-informed, it fs really- unaccountable that the Collector should male 
his official sanctum editor-tight on sach a simple matter as the one in question. 
‘Dramatic, indeed, would be the effect of a sudden invasion made upon the Poona 
Municipality through a brand-new and flashing Government Resolution. —6rAt will 
also bespeak the splendid triumph of a camera Government as ours is. But to 
take the public into confidence and allow them an opportunity to have their say, 
before jumping into inconvenient situations from which prestige bars all exit, 
may yield some credit for prudence and patience which our Government, with 
their present reputation, cannot certain ainly afford to forego. But our Govern- 
ment evidently seems to be in a dage-devil mood, ready to forego anything 
and everything that may be inconvenient to them for the time. The idea of 
increasing by nominations the numerical strength of the municipal board ‘is 
an ingenious idea, for a radical change in the constitution of the municipality 
is the only form of affliction whieh has not visited the Poona public during the 
last two years of trial. Itis useless to speculate as to the nature of the proposed 
changes in the constitution of the Poona City Municipality. Time will disclose 
the whole thing. Only let us hope the disclosure does not take place too late 
for the people to move in the matter and Government to withdraw. It is, 
however, desirable that the public should not be taken unawares, and hence we 
have cared to give an expression to the vague and ominous rumour, The 
constitution established in 1885 has been in existence till to-day. What useful 
work the Poona Municipality has done through good and evil for the last 
thirteen years is before the public and Government. It may not, therefore, be 
altogether impertinent to ask what are the grounds of impeachment of the 
Poona Municipality’s working, or rather of its constitution, on which Govern- 
ment or their advisers have taken their stand in proposing to fasten upon it a 
number of Government nominees. Evidently wholesale assumptions seem to 
have been made. Thus it seems to be taken for granted (1) that the adminis- 
tration of the Poona Municipality is so defective as to require an additional or 
extraneous check upon it on behalf of Government ; (2) that the present con- 
stitution of the municipality is not sound enough in itself and that it is the- 
cause of what. seems like the defective working of the municipality ; (3) that 
Government nominees are better than elective members as municipal adminis- 
trators; and (4) that an increase in the numerical strength of the municipal 
board by nominees ig a guarantee also for an increase in the quality of its work. 
These are assumptions too large to swallow and too hard for digestion. And we 
may have to recount the history of the municipal constitution, to expose the 
unjustifiable nature of the proposed changes and to explode the assumptions with 
a bit of plain-speaking, if the rumour is not soon authoritatively contradicted, or 
even if it is confirmed, 


46. The Kardchi Municipality is now between two mill-stones—the Cham- 
Sosa eas .... ber of Commerce and the Government. Between the 
"Th ware Ao — two the municipality is, as if were, between a tiger and 
: 2 acrocodile. We regret to mark a distinct tendency on 
the part of the officials to lay: down the law to a self-governing institution like 
the Karéchi Municipality. ‘They-forget that-by so doing they jay themselves 
open to the charge of poking their noses into: affairs which concern them not 
and of poaching on other people’s preserves. Now, the Special Committee 
which met at the Government House had no status whatsoever, and one should 
like to know-why the members of this Committee should consider all wisdom as 
their own monopoly and tell the Corporation what they should do and what 
they should not do, It 'wasa hole and corner thing all through, and one can- 
not help wondering that the President of the municipality should so readily 
- lend himself to such proceedings. The Special Committee which appointed itself 
or wa; appointed by Mr. Giles, quite forgetful of the fact that it had no more 
title to make any recommendation to’ the Karachi Municipality than it had the 
power to control the changes of seasons, having thus been brough} into being 
coolly proceeded to recommend to the municipality the immediate imposition-of 
a special plague -tax of 3 per cent. on all houses and a corresponding 
_ the water tax. We need not go into the other recommendations, ; 
allof a piece with what we haye quoted akave. When the recor 
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came up for discussion at the meeting in question, Mr. Harchandrai proposed 
that the matters should be allowed to stand over for a week so as to permit the 
municipal commissioners to think it over. But the President’s instructions did 
not admit of even a week’s delay, and he was for rushing the whole matter 
through. The attempt to rush the resolutions through without giving the Cor- 
poration even a week’s time to deliberate upon them was in every way unjusti- 
able. We fully realise the difficult situation in which the municipality 
stand at present. We know that their finances are ina very unsatisfactory con- 
dition and that ways and means have to beat once devised if they are to keep their 
head above water. But ifthe municipality are hard up, so are the householders on 
whom the increased house and water tax are intended to belevied. The plague 
has made an inroad on the resources of all people, and the municipality has not 
alone been the sufferer. So instead of raising the whole of the money require 
by levying new taxation on an already impoverished population, the Corporation 
would do well to look about itself and cut its coat according to the cloth, An 
impecunious institution which cannot pay its own way has no right to be 
charitable,and themunicipality would do well to withdraw, partially oraltogether, 
its grants to the colleges, schools, museums, zoos and that sort of thing until its 
finances adjust themselves. So with a reduction of the municipal establishment 
and a temporary suspension of all municipal charities the need for additional 
taxation on the people would altogether disappear. This is the most honest and 
honourable course for the municipality to pursue instead of playing into the 
hands of officials, who not knowing where the shoe pinches are always ready 
to propose new additions to the already existing burdens of the people. 


47, One Keshav Babaji Paradkar, living in a building in the Jacob’s Circle, 
complains in the Gurakhi that the clerk at the Tank 
Complaint against the Bandar burning ground extorts a rupee from the rela- 
eet te Powe lll nor ag tions of every dead person for certifying that the death 
Gurakhi (44), 28th July, | Was not due to plague. If, says he, any funeral party 
refuse to give him a rupee he reports the death as due to 

plague and then the inmates of the house in which the deceased person wasliving, 
and sometimes even those of the neighbouring houses, are put to great incon- 
venience by being required to whitewash their houses. The correspondent 
mentions the case of the wife of one Angre who, he says, died of a lingering 
fever, but was reported as having died of plague, and reques{s the authorities to. 
transfer this sordid clerk, who for the sake of one rupee puts many families 


to inconvenience. a 
Native States. 


48, We have already said what we had to say about the disturbances at 
Pilvai. But we revert to the subject just to notice 
Governor Genoral’s Agent one very satisfactory feature of the incident, and that 
—— and the Pilvai dis- : the oe spores : gga > bec ac 
ST eagle Was ere, is an usual complaint, an ‘ortunate 
obs Jule, te. A agg arRas too often a just one, that a Native administration 4 
: hampered and obstructed by unnecessary and vexatious 
interference of the local representative of the Supreme Government at the 
Darbar. Colonel Martelli, however, did not choose, and very wisely, to follow 
the common run of the majority of Political Agents and Residents. He justly 
and generously considered it his duty to leave His Hi ghness’ ‘Government 
unfettered to exercise its legitimate rights with regard to its subjects. It is 
therefore highly creditable to Colonel Martelli and his able Assistant, Captain 
‘Cox, that they resisted the irresistible a, gona of putting their finger in the 
Darbar’s pie and to make a political capita out of the unimportant incident, 
This attitude of non-interference bespeaks the friendly relations existing between 
the Darbar and the Q 1080 -mpress’ ATE mis ave. Colonel Martelli has thus 
set a noble example to-others in a similar position. In conclusion, we hope that 
Lord Elgin will not yield to the clamour of some of our contemporaries who 
have been loudly demanding an enquiry by a Commission. We are the more 
inclined to entertain the hope, looking to the uniformly friendly attitude of 
Lord Elgin towards the Native States. We do not assert that there have been 
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no mistakes committed in the whole affair. But if there be any transgression 
of authority or abuse of power on the part of any of the officers, civil or 
military, concerned in the affair, it is for the Gaikwar’s Government to make the 
enquiry and to punish the wrong-doers. No interference of the Supreme Gov- 
ernment is called for. 


49, Weare shocked to see numerous complaints brought against His 

Highness Sir Vaghji, Thakor of Morvi, and are 

Request to the Bombay surprised to find that no notice is taken of them 

Government toappointacom- a)though the allegations against the Thakor are of 
slaahe ailash “— High. ® Serious nature, falling as they do under Chapters 
ness the Thakor of Morvi. XIT and XVII of the Indian Penal Code, and although 
Ka'thidwadno Himdyati they have been brought to the notice of the Political 
(144), 24th July. Agent, Kathidwér, and ought to have been promptly 
AS attended to. It isa pity that the complaints against 
Sir Vaghji should be hushed up and that the action of the British ‘officers 
should in a manner encourage the Thakor to commit further crimes and lead 
people to suppose that he has gota license from Government to do so. We 
have received a communication froma Bhayat, in which the Thakor is dis- 
tinctly charged with a murder and also with having committed the offences of 
extortion, forgery, &c., and we request the Bombay Government to appoint a 

commission to enquire into these and other complaints against the Thakor and | 
also to take due steps against the high-handedness and arbitrary conduct of 
other Native Chiefs of Kathiawdr and thus fulfil the solemn pledges given by 

higher authorities to protect the subjects of Native States. 


50. Of late we have seen a series of articles against the Morvi State 
in the columms of a vernacular print called the 
Remarks in connection Ka’thidwadno Hima’yati published at Ahmedabad, 


with the attacks made by a 
Native print on His Hisknem and we regret to find that they have escaped the 


tee Walaa of Manet, notice of His Highness the Thakor Saheb, who is 
Ka'thia’wa'r Times (6), by all means an energetic Prince, and an attempt 
27th July, Eng. cols. to insinuate against whom seems to have been 


| made by the writer. Without sympathising in the 
least with the contents of the articles, we would advise the Thakor Saheb to 
look upon such remarks with an.eye of disgust so far as is permissible. But 
when it does not appear where the matter might end, the best alternative that 
could be suggested would be in a measure worthy of prestige and stability of a 
Native State and we wish the Thakor Saheb would do all in his power to up- 
hold the same. : 


Intelligence extracted from the Press. 


51. The Indians in general, and the Parsis in particular, deeply deplore 

the loss of Sir Jamsetji Jijibhoy, Bart., C.S.I., who 

‘Death of Sir Jamsetji was the nobleson of a noble sire, and a lineal descend- 
SO re eet ogy, ant of astill nobler grandfather, whose name is still, 
July, ec cle ens and will for ever be, a household word in India. Sir 
Jamsetji during the tenure of his baronetcy, fulfilled 

all the expectations that were formed of him as the recognised head of the Parsi 
community. His modesty, moderation and sweet temper endeared him to all 
with whom he came:in contact. He has left to his successor the good name of 


the family, as pure and unsullied as he received it. © 


52. News has just reached us that a party of about seven Police Con- 
stables, accompanied by a Koli named Ananda, while 

Dacoits in the Nésik engaged in cooking their meal at Kohargaon in the 
District itt (70). Q8rq Feit sub-division of Ndsik, was attacked by a gang of 
vA al (70), 28rd Gacoits, who after brutally murdering the Koli and a 
; | Police Naik and wounding two or three other Police 
Constables carried away their arms and uniforms. If this account be true, the 
dacoits who had so long caused trouble to Marwaris and the rayats have now 
turned their attention to Government and itis to be hoped that Government 
will no longer be indifferent in the matter of these dacoities. 
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58. Two or three Kolis of the Kharval village, who were suspected of being 
eo Wey ch Sek in league with the dacoits, were arrested and brought 
— (70), 29rd down to Trimbak, where they were kept at the police 
| station in charge of a Jamadar and a small party of 
the police ; but during a day or two’s residence at the station the Kolis first 
beguiled the police by promising to assist in capturing a notorious dacoit named 
Haibatya Khadya and then at 9 P.M. on Thursday last availed themselves of an 
opportunity of escaping from their custody. While running away the Kolis 
took away with them one or two guns belonging to the police and some police 
uniforms. The police have instituted a diligent search after these Kolis, but 
no trace of them has yet been found. : | 


G. M. SA’THE, 


Reporter on the Native Press. 
Ojfice of the Reporter on the Native Press, — 
New Secretariat, Bombay, 3rd August 1898. 
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l 
+0, | | Nam Newspapers. Place of Publication, Edition. Copies ued, 
! 
- ENGLISH. 
1 |The Bombay East Indian .. aes Bombay ae »oo| Weekly ... ei 400 
2 93 Champion. aes = eee Do. coe eee Do. eee 700 
3 99 Dnyan Prakash , a Poona ees eee Do. eee eee 300 
4 » Indian Spectator and Voice of India... Bombay ee ve} Do. be 700 
5 ” Karachi Chronicle eee eee ee Karachi eee ee Do. ° eee 500 
7 9 Kathidwar Times eee e2 te Rajkot $82 si Daily eee ose 75 
7 | , Mahratta.. a wn eres --| Weekly , 600 
s | , Phenix ... oe Karéchi ...  ...| Bi-weekly... 500 
9 » Quarterly J ournal of the Poona Sérva- 
janik Sabha .,., ses ii ..| Poona... ei ve] Quarterly sel 300 
10 3» sind Times ses eee o¢e .| Karachi cee ooo) Bi-weekly ‘a 200 
ANGLo-MaRATHI. 
11 | The Din Bandhu see se a .».| Bombay ees oo.| Weekly ... . 1,000 
12 | , Dnyd4nChakshu.. ,, a eee ee 900 
1) Pees ka 1. eet Bombay ae en 600 
14 », <ndu Prakdsh s.. - a P Do. oes oe Bi-weekly si 600 
15 s Ber WOR 400 ak ed soo = wee Weekly... ‘“ 1,000 
16 1 5 Native Opinion ... ..» .. “a es no waa «ss 700 
17 5» Prabhakar ae oe es ‘i Do. ic. iit ee a cei 500 
18 » Shri Sayaji Vijay sy e veo} Baroda... ee. eed oo. ova 9,500 
19 55 subodh Patrika ... — ee Bombay vee wo.) Weekly .. i 500 
20 » sudharak.,, ove ‘ies es eo} Poona en wi ee os 3,000 
21 » VWartdhar ... oe ee Bombay eee wa ak a 1,000 
MaRATHI, 
92 | TheAram __... as Bombay eee ...| Fortnightly ,.. 600 
23 ‘| ,, Arunodaya aoe Thana ... oes --o| Weekly ... von 740 
24 5» AryAvart ... aoe ‘a --| Dhulia... s+ fo ae 205 
25 aa ..| Ratnagiri .. 2. ae : 290 
36 » Belgaum Saméchér wah ..| Belgaum ove weet «=D 315 
27 » Bhut os ose 2 ..| Bombay ‘s Ay O. “a 1,250 
23 » Chandanshu oo ..| Tasgaon eee ae “ 100 
29 ,» Chandrakant ... jas . --| Chikodi oe os Gee ‘a 200 
30 ,» Chandrodaya .. - s ..| Chiplun es a a pam 250 
31 , Chikitsak... eae ees ..| Belgaum sas a - 756 
32 »» Chitragupta .. ‘se ‘i ..| Karad “ eee} Do. i 200 
33 5, Daivadnya Mitra 20s »» «est Bombay a | Monthly eee 500 
34 »  Daivadnya Samachar ... +“ | Do. coe <a .- eee 300 
35 », Dakshin Vritt ... = i ..| Rolhaépur ‘i eee] Weekly .. sai 150 
36} ,, Deshakdélavartamén .. ...  oee| Erandol ee 45 
37 | ,, Dhanada... Ses" eos .-| Vengurla . cnneey ee 700 
oo Le ee . eo Dhérwér 4. nen Weekly ... ove 750 
39 4 Dhureen ... — oe me ee eee ee ee oe 500 
40 | ,, Dny4n Prakdsh 1 ... +»  ce{ Poona oo =a, ot §3=9DOw ws, wef =, COO 
41 | , Dnydn » a oon sve ROMDADUP- cen wna 00. J 290 
42 | ,, Ganga Lahari .. gee ge —— a sid 200 
43 | 99 Gurékhi ... eee eee es ° Bombay eee eee Do. ° eee 1,500 
44 99 Gurékhi eee cee ee ee ee Do. ee oe Daily TT 8,000 
45 » Hindu Punch .. pe ple o- 2a oe 600 
46 | ,, Jagadédarsh ..  ., e+ oeof Ahmednagar... oe Do. wee 300 
47 9 Jagad-hitechchhu ee és .+e| Poona eee Tr eee Do. . Tr 4,500 
48 99 sogpieaeenener. eee eee ce tee Thana * ese eee Do. eee oe 1 6006 
49 9 KAl oe eee eec ee eee Poona eee eee po eee = 
50 99 KA4lid4s eee ese eee ee eee Dharwar eee ees Do. * ese 
51 99 Kalpataru... a oe av ee0 Sholapur eee eee Oo ee ais 400 
52 ” Karmanuk eee eee ee eee PoOnare ees eee Do. hl eee eee 2,500 
53 “ ee Kokil — _ -r ...| Bombay aes — ont Fes owe 2,000 
54 2 .-| Poona... oes oe or J coe maa — 
1 ws Khéndosh ‘Chitragupta ... os .».| Dhulia aes kane on od 
56 9 Khandesh Vaibhav eee eee dee Do. eee eee M ne eee vee 2,000 : 
57 | , KharaPrakér .. .. ~- «| Bombay ect ae J ose = 
58 99 Kumtha Vritt eee ee eee eee Kumta eee eee D y see 395 
59 ‘ Lokaseva Sa paen sii eee een Nasik eee eee eee Do. oes eee 300 
60 93 Madatizis eee ooo ees ee ee Ratnagiri ees eee Do, eee ees 600 
61 93 Madhu. Makshika ee eee eee Belgaum eee eee ' Do ee eee 125 
3 99 Madhu Vritt. eee eee ees eee Wai eee eee eee x. eee Ed aR0 
63 9 Mahérdshtra Mitra e> eee tee SAtara eee eee eee Do b eee 5 
64 9 Makérdshtra Vritt Pry cee von 05 ia. eee oe, 0. eee eee C 
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No. Names of Newspapers, Place of Publication, — | dition, Copies ional 


Mara'tHI—contuwed,. 


65 The Mitrodaya eee eee eee eee Satara... eee eee Weekiy eee eee 150 
66 99 Moda Vritt eee eee eee eee Wai eee eee eee Do. ees eee 1,200 
67 9 Mumbai Vaibhav eee eee eee Bombay aie ae eee Daily eee 200 | 300 
68 9 Nagar SamAchér... es Cre eos Ahmednagar eee eee Weekly eee eee 150 
69 » Nasik Vaibhav ... ine ey woo] Nasik ... ase sie Seger in 300 
70 9 Nasik Vritt eee eee eee eee Do. oee eee eee Do. did eee 300 
71 » Nipdni Vaibhav .., +o oo «| Nipani... ae) ee ee 84 
72 » Nydy& Sindhu ... vee oes ..| Ahmednagar ... veep Oe ase sve 300 
73 5, Panchdnan _— aes ove | Karad ... ene oS ee eae vee 170 
"14 » Fandhari Bhushan .. « .| Pandharpur «. «| Do. ... ese 235 
75 », Pandhari Mitr&.. .«. oe abe Do. ses an Oe Ns ssi 160 © 
76 99 Pen Samachar ese eee eee eee Pen eee eee eee Do. eee eee 125 
77 55 Poona Vaibhav ... ive aes «| Poona... soe ed MO. ese ses 975 
Fei. », Frabodh Chandrika... ove .»-| Jalgaon ese a: | ae ied 40 \ 
- 79 3 Prabodh Ratna ... fe are cc-| BAYS] os. eve an ee i are 94 
ca 80 9 Pratod ... eee rr aes »».| LslAmpur ose a ee ee 300 
81 9) Réghav Bhushan see ove veef VEOLA ose ove wa BO <a ees 200 
82 95 Saty% Shodhak ... a se ...| Ratnagiri ‘ve ee |) ee sea 600 
83 » satyavakta bis eos ses ooo} Vengurla — oe ie eee ove 275 
84 9 Shikshak eee e080 eee ese see} Chikodi ese eee Do. 
85 »» Sholapur Samachfr _... ‘ai »..| SholApur ‘ss uw oe 
86 5, Shubh Suchak .... me see eee} HAtArA ... eb jest: Os 


87 99 Sudarshan eee eee eee eee Ahmednagar eee eee Do. TY! 350 
88 5, Sudhakar ove see rT es. ae eee o> i ere. 300 
89 99° Sumant ese eee eee eee eee Karéd eee eee eee Do. eee eee 200 


90 » Tukérdm ... ose owe ...| Ahmednagar ... oe ee | 100 
91 » Vartddarsha «eos ve ov woo| Mdlvan ‘ts a ae! eee ‘ 
92 = Verte coe we ee ...| Bombay ees ose] Lri-weekly ves 750 
93 5 Vartdnidhi _ ‘i eee ove]  OONA «x. eee .oo| Weekly ... see 2,000 
94 » Vatandar,.. oe cee eee .».| Bij4pur i ‘al ee ea ve 250 
95 |. Be of Vengurla 4. id eS a 110 
96 5 Vidya Vilds nna mee ove ..| Kolhapur ive an Te oe jaa 600 
97 99 Vikshipta eee eee eee eee eee Bombay eo0 ee0 Do. eee eee 
98 5» Virashaivamata Prakdésh use ...| Akalkot aa ak Bee te ai 
99 » Vividh Dny4n Vistér ...  ... — ...| Bombay ee eee 550 
100 ~ writtashe ... en we ies oe] TEM hic ose | Weekly .., “a 400 
101 io Se te ee ee ef MMTWER ce one wet IO. ans . 
~=4102-/ , Vritt Sudha ns vse ee .oe| DAtAra ... eve wa TM. ua sid 110 
103 os VOL ens ‘ca ‘on Kas vee] FOONA ... ve —“—: ae ie oe 500 


ANGLO-GUJARA’TI, 


. 104 | The Broach Sam4ch4ér iain 
105 3 Deshabhakta ine ! : 
, 106 9 Gujarati eee eee eee eve eee Bombay eee eee Do. eee eee 3,050 
107 », Gujardt Mitr’... ‘iv ‘ae ve 
108 5 Gujarat Satya Samsher ... a maa ‘as sof «Do. 
109 »» Hindi Punch : ie ee .».| Bombay ia eae sa 500 


. oe Oe ee ee Se eee 976 
~hil »» Independent ie ie eS cost aes eee a ee : 500 
: 112 99 Eaiser-e-Hind ese eee eon eee Vo. eee - @00 Do. ee 2,500 


113 » Kathidwar News... 


: eo? ooo ees Rajkot... eee "0 ¢e Bi-weekly 
114 » Praja Bandhu 


eae ».  eee| Ahmedabad ..: ool Weekly ... 


. ; 115 | y) Rast Goftaér eoe eee eee ees Bombay eee oe Do. eee aie 1,700 
116" | ,, Shri Sayaji Vijaya ‘ae ses ...| Baroda eee ee. eer vee 2,000 
.117 3» surya Prakash .., sda “a ..| Surat ... vee + Do . ee 500 


GUJARA’TI 


-118 | The Ahmedabad Times ‘ea Fie ...| Ahmedabad ... we} Weekly ... 
119 »» Ajab + pee = wis ..-| Surat ... aie -».| Monthly ... at 1,200 
‘120 », Akhb4r-e-Islam ... ° ‘es ..| Bombay ‘ ae 
421 » _ Akhb4re Soddgar as co 1 + ae ine oe ee: ee ue 
123 9 Arajadar eee eee eee see’ eee Baroda... eee eee Weekly sei awe 500 
. 123 » Ary’ Dharm Prak&sh ...  ... ...| Bombay oe le oid 450 
ai . 124 rT Bhim Sen eee eee eee eee cee -Do eee eee Daily ese YT) 1,100 
' 125 » Bombay Samachar ee we onl nie «| Do. om ae 3,200 
CRW | gs: DEORMCN AUR ccn ccs ces ove LOR ve see! Weekly ... ans 100 
127 » Buddhi Prakfsh.., .... »  evef Ahmedabad .... «x» Monthly... set 900 
128 » Cambay Gazette...  -... coo ~ ove} Cambay “pee ee OR oa 
‘. 129 ».. Chandra ... eae oe ae »e.| Surat ,.. os 
. 130 9 Chhatrapati : 
.A3l »- Deshi Mitr& 
E> Se 
Be 4 ' a 39 ny Sudha ee ‘eee oor ‘ , re «Ahmedabad eee ove Month] a eee 
ee : 3 - 134 ”* Dnyén Vardhak Be “ete see eee Bombay “"@60 O68 Do. fore oe 
<a + T35. 2E i, RR Ee RRS BS Ks nT GS ah ee 
.~ 1386 rb) Gap. Sap ~ eos eee * eee a: ' pee’ + Do. oe od | Fortnightly g* 300 
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N. Names ef Newspapers. Place of Publication, | 
GusaRa’tI—continued, | | 
1387 | The Gul Afshén ol ln) CO ne sco «sono Monthly... ove 500 
188 », Hitechchhu a oe ° »se| Ahmedabad .,.. soo] Weekly .., oo 500 
139 99 J4m-e-J amshed ees ese eee ee Bombay eee ere Daily eee eee 2,800 
140 99 Jan i eee eee eee see eee Godhra died ee Weekly eee eee 925 
141 »» Kachha Samdch4r cco = coe owe BOMDAY ope tes 300 
142 j 99 Kaira Khetiwadi Patri ees ees eee Nadiad eee eee Monthly @ee eee 830 
143 99 Kaira Vartaman eee eee eee eee Kaira eee 866 Weekly eee0e e6@ 75 
144 » Kathidwddno Himéyati... ee eo) Ahmedabad ... eh le eee 400 
145 5 Kéthidwdér Krishi a ae oo = sve} Tri-monthly __,, 200 
146 » Kathidwdr Times... ... © one! RAjkot R .».| Bi-weekly ves 450 
147 55 Kelavni %.. so vis ves = oe} Baroda <<  e  s  dea 800 
148 5» Khoja Sam&char ... io ene Bombay wo| Weekly... “a us 
149 » Nure Elam a ew lee ee »» eee} Monthly ... ve 280 
150 » Nydyadarshak eve = ove —Sss one} Alpmedabad ... ...| Fortnightly ‘ 250 
, 151 99 Praja Mitra see eee oe ee Karachi eee Bi-weekly ete 350 
152 55 Praja Pokér = ow ma a | Surat eof Weekly ,.. ‘i 800 
153 ” Réjyabhakta ese eee ee ee Bombay eee ‘ee Do, ee0 se 1,100 
154 | ,, Samsher B&éh4dur oo vee weet Amedabad ... sel DO. cco cos 300 
15 » Satyavakta ove sss ace Bombay ...| Fortnightly a 500 
156 rT) Stri Bodh... eee see see Do. didi Monthly eee 500 
157 99 Stri Mitra eee eee ee eee Do. ese eee 0. eee eee 500 
158 99 TOPOL BERORE 44. sve 16 «= soo] Sul wel Weekly coe 800 
159 5, Svadesh Bandhu... _... ae -»| Mahudha oe nk oe 250 
160 | ,, Udichya Hitechchhu Patri ... _ ...| Ahmedabad ...| Monthly... —,., 600 
161 i Ves > ees ee Bombay cco esl RORURMEOELY sce 200 
aoe) gg Ve lt | Kaira oo so WORT in ts 325 
mel Vee ee a a -| Bombay “4 a ‘ad 606 
ANGLO-Ka’NARESE. 
164 |The Hubli Patré —_,.. ase sit oo} Hubli ... cee wool Weekly vo. 150 
ENGLIsH, MARATHI AND KANARESE. 
165 | The Karndtak Patr&é ... 9 ooo ons Dharw4r on .| Weekly ... ss 460 
166 | ,, Rdjahansa ies he - Do. ao PR a ee 200 
3 KaA’NARESE, 

K 167 The Chandrodaya ees eee eee saa Dharwf4r ose ees Weekly ee eee 200 
168 9 Karnatak Vritt eee ® eee eee Do. eee eee Do. eee ee 80@ 
169 99 Loka Bandhu eee . eee eee Do. ve eee Do. 690 oe 300 
E70 | 4, Bask Ranjini oc. ses cnn one CAM ee . 200 
171 9 Satys Vritt eee ece eee eee Do. een eee Do. eee eee 200 
PTS | ., Gabodh Chamdein — onc css ous) SEMBME eel Worthy... 150 

Mara'tHI AND Ka‘NARESE. | 

173 =| The Chandrika a ae eI ce al OO 100 
174 “y Karnitak Vaibhav eee eee eee Bijapur eve + Do, eee 69° 300 
175 » siddheshvar a ae eee ee ee Do. «ws  « 150 
176 9 Vichari eee eee eee eee eee Karwar Do. ® ee 453 

Exes axD Hrnpt. | 
177 | The Pandit ‘aa cool FOODS .<. eee e+! Weekly ... 1,500 
: ) HInDI1. 
178 {The Shri Venkateshvar Saméchér ... «| Bombay soe oe.| Weekly ... oa 8,000 
URDU. | 
179 | The Aina-i-Hind ne i iia .| Bombay PaO -+o| Monthly...° . 500 
180 » Alam AphrozBambai ... «. | Do. ...| Tri-monthly _... 200 
181 99 Azad Punch eee eee ee eee Do. ee eee Weekly eee eee 300 
182 9 India Gazette eee eee eee e Do. eee een Do. eee eee 1,008 
183 te Jahanuma.., eee eee eee Do. sg . Do. eee 99 ee 
184 9 Justice of the Peace eee: eee ee De. eee ee Do. eee eee eee 
185 9 Makbul-e-Aalum eee eee eee Do. ee8 ee Do. ee8 o6e 900 
186 | ,, Mumsif-i-Deccan .. .. .. «| Ahmednagar... .... Do. ws os 80 
187 9 Muslim Herald eee ece eee eee Bombay eee eee Daily ° eee 1,500 
188 VERIO ee eee oe coo ove] Weekly vee ans + 
189 a Punch Eahéidur .,,. co ae pee Do. eee ; Do. eee es: 50) 
‘ Safir... ‘gee eee eee eee eee Do. ae9 : Do. kes aa 150 
Sult4n-ul-Akhbir, ee ove eee oe0 Do. 008 ie Daily ees 669 159 
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Names of Newspapers. ace ef Publication. 


ENGLISH, Mana’THI AND GusaBa’TI. 
The Baroda Vatsal .., 
ENGLISH, Mara’tH!, GUJARA’TI 


AND KONKANI. 
The Garibéncha Kaivéri (Amicus Pauperum)| Bombay Fortnightly 


MaRA’THI AND URDU. 


The Gulbarga Samdchdr ... Gulbarga eee] Weekly 


ANGLO-SINDI. 


ici. x. Hyderabad (Sind) ...| Fortnightly 
» Prabhat ... -Do. Weekly ... 


SINDI- 

The Khairkhah Sind Weekly 
» Muin-ul-Isl4m Do, 
», sind Sudh4ér | | Do. 

ANGLO-PORTUGUESE. 


O Anglo-Lusitano _.. iv Bombay Weekly 
The Boletim Indiano ... wie Do, Do. 


: PoRTUGUESE-KONKANI. 


The Luso-Concanim ... | Bombay Weekly 


Notes,—A. The notices from the different Newspapers have been collected in the Report under different heads 
which are printed in italics. | 

B. The names of Newspapers are printed in the margin of the Report in italics, and the number of the News 
paper in the above list is printed in brackets after the name, 


©, The system of aociiing verseomes words followed by the Reporter is the same as that adopted in the 
Official Spelling List of the Bombay Presidency. One’peculiar feature of this system is that wnen the long (a Gf 
or d) is the last letter of a word, the accent is left out, and the short a(H =u in gun) is, tos prevent confusion, 
never placed at the end of a word, This rule has been strictly followed, except that when the short a appears to be 
absolutely necessary to complete the pronunciationof a word, asin Arunodaya or the well-known Mitra, it is printed 
with a mark over it to indicate that it is short, thus—-d, 


D,. The figures giving the circulation or number of copies published of each newspaper and pericdical as 
furnished by the proprietor, are not guaranteed as accurate, and in some instances must_be regarded with 2: ution, 


7 
Politics and the Public Administration. 


1. The correspondence between the London Solicitors of Messrs. Tata and 
Co. and the Foréign Office reveals very curiously 
The new Japan Treatyand how both the Eritish Government and the Govern- 
ine adhitak (20), Ist Aug. ment of India are, in their dealings with’ foreign 
ing ok ' nations, blind to the interests of Her Majesty’s Indian 
_ Subjects. Up till now all subjects of fer Majesty, 
whether Indian or British, have enjoyed the same privileges in Japan. But the 
new treaty between the rising Asiatic nation and the British Government, con- 
cluded some four years ago, makes an invidious distinction between Her 
Majesty’s subjects in Britain and those in India and other dependencies. The 
new treaty comes into operation about a year hence, and then, while the British 
merchant will have all the corners of Japan open to him, the Indian merchant 
will be confined to the Treaty ports. This is positively a situation prejudi- 
cial to India’s interests ; especially so, as Indian cotton trade with Japan has 
increased fourfold during the past five or six years. Already the Japanese and 
the German merchants are straining every nerve to wrest from the hands of 
the Indian all trade with India; and once theGerman merchant secures free 
access to every corner of Japan, as heis almost sure to do, the Indian, confined 
to the Treaty ports by the restriction of the new treaty, is doomed soon to find 
his occupation gone. On reference made to the Indian Government in this 
matter, the latter replied that they had not deemed it expedient to make 
the new treaty applicable to India! Why? Weconfess we cannot understand 
this indifference on the part of the Indian Government. We humbly think 
that the Indian Government is in duty bound to watch the interests of Indian 
trade in all foreign relations of the Imperial Government, and yet what has it 
done? How to explain this supineness? It is not yet too late. If the Indian 
Government awakes to a sense of its duty and responsibility in this matter, it 
can yet raise its voice of protest and secure for the Indian in his trading rela- 
tions a position of equality with the British merchant. We hope the Indian 
Government will not fail in doing its duty in the matter, and will move the 
Imperial Government accordingly. Better late than never. [The Kesari (54) 
of the 2nd August expresses similar sentiments, | 


2. With a view to draw the attention of the British Government to 


what the Americans think of them and their policy 

British policy in India and in India, the Mahrdita quotes two extracts from the 
Se accorded to American Sux criticising the British policy in India, 
’ shiek, (7) “3ist July, and observes :—The principal characteristic of the 
‘ British policy in India is so to treat the educated classes, 

more especially the Brahmins, that the rayat may begin to despise the light and 
leading of his natural leaders, and may be brought more and more within the 
direct power and possession of the Government. But the policy is as unsafe as 
taking a jump beyond one’s measure. It is impossible that the ignorant rayat 
and the foreign rulers should come together so as to benefit each other without 


the intermediation of the educated sons of the soil. 


8. His Excellency Lord Elgin’s term of office is drawing to its close, and 
as might be expected, invitations are being pressed 
His Excellency Lord Elgin upon His Excellency by Chiefs and Princes to honour 
as Viceroy of India. their capitals with visits. It is proper that the Indian 
fa ith tae A ya (1), Dyinces should show every courtesy and hospitality 
 . to an English nobleman of so exalted a rank. It is 
to be hoped, however, that care will be taken to avoid an ything like public 
demonstrations of respect and esteem for the retiring Viceroy. Lord Elgin has 
done nothing to deserve such honour from the country or its people. His regime 
has been marked, on the contrary, with misery and ruin, for which, in some 
measure at least, his weakness is responsible. It would be quite ridiculous to 
do honour to one during whose Viceroyalty public opinion and feeling were 
so completely ignored. His Lordship ‘has done enough to perpetuate the memory 
of his regime without our doing anything in the matter. The Sedition law and 
the amendments in the Penal and other Codes ina similar spirit are trophies 
cou 297—3d 
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which will last long. His Lordship’s administration will be remembered long 
after the names of benevolent Viceroys like Sir William Bentinck, Lord Elgin 
the senior, Lord Mayo, Lord Ripon and the like are forgotten, and it will be quite 
in harmony with His Excellency’s deserts to allow him to pass quietly from 
amongst us, a8 was done not very long ago in the case of another nobleman, 


4, If Lord Elgin had only been blessed with adequate strength to resist 
| the dominating influence of the “ military mandarins ” 
oa (166), 3rd Aug ond the “civil mandarins’’ under him in India, and 
eer the repressive mandates of Lord George Hamilton, he 
would have left a reputation for good and benevolent administration. But he 
lacked the strength to combat the influences around him, and his administra- 
tion will be remembered in India as one of the most unhappy and ill-starred 
since the Empire of India passed from the East India Company to the Crown. 
The first plain indication which Lord Elgin gave of his inability to combat the 
dominating influence of his ‘‘ mandarins ” was in reference to Chitral. 


5. We may say without fear of contradiction that since the termination 


_ Of the ever-memorable regime of Lord Ripon we have 
ee 4 ‘ccaihias vide ae not had a single Viceroy who had the real good of this 
new Viceroy must be possess- COuntry at heart, Lord Lytton, throughout his term 
ed of in order to cope with of five years, did his utmost to ruin us totally. It was 


it. Mr. Gladstone who, after defeating the Conservative 
‘ Indu Prakash (14), Ast Minister, Lord Beaconsfield, came to power and sent 

3 Lord Ripon to save this oppressed and poverty-stricken 
country from ruin. Indians, young and old, know how this Viceroy immense- 
ly benefited India by undoing all the pernicious measures of Lord Lytton. 
After him came Lord Dufferin and Lord Lansdowne, who, though Liberals, 
lavished krors after krors of Indian money on ambitious projects. The former 
robbed Burma and the latter carried on for full five years a continuous warfare 
on the North-West frontier in which Indian money and Indian lives were 
sacrificed to an unlimited extent. Our readers are aware how he filled the 
purses of his needy countrymen by giving them exchange compensation at 
the cost of the poor rayats. When, after this miserable period, Lord Elgin and 
Lord Sandhurst, both of them Gladstonian Liberals, were appointed to be the 
Viceroy of India and Governor of Bombay respectively, people naturally 
expected that they would be relieved of all trouble in future, But on the eve 
of their departure from England these statesmen left behind them their love 
for justice and their liberal views, and on their arrival here began to imitate 
earnestly the policy laid down by Lords Dufferin and Lansdowne, They soon 
forgot the promises they had given while in England to follow in the footsteps 
of Lawrence and Elphinstone and surpassed even Lord Lytton in ruining 
India. With such an ignorant, obstinate and unjust Secretary of State for 
India as Lord George Hamilton they did anything they pleased in this country. 
The future historian of India will have to depict the careers of these two men 
with black borders, because it was under their vegimes that we lost our freedom 
of thought and liberty of the press. The very thought of the harm that Lord 
Elgin’s waywardness has done us and our rulers is simply horrifying, and it 
will take men like Lord Ripon a quarter of a century to make amends for it. 
We dare not conceive the amount of harm and suffering we shall be put to in 
the event of some more men like Lord Elgin coming into office. The loss of 
the rulers is identical with that of the subjects, and, therefore, if another batch of 
men like Hamilton, Elgin, Sandhurst and Company fall to our lot; the rulers will 
be totally ruined. The present Government being Conservative, there is a likeli- 
hood of this aspect of affairs being lost sight of and another edition, and an 
enlarged one, of Lord Elgin being sent out to India, and therefore it is our duty 
to tender proper advice to our rulers. We are aware that in doing so boldly 
we shall be frightened by the scarecrow of the new-fangled sedition law pro- 
mulgated by Mr, Chalmers. But to be frightened into a neglect of our duty to 
open the eyes of our rulers in time is,in our opinion, real sedition, and we must not 


from that of Lord Elgin. _We know that there is no love lost between the Con- 
servatives and ourselves and that the persecutors of their own Irish brethren will 


flinch from doing ourduty. The new Viceroy must be of a type totally different | 
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not show the least consideration for the Indians, Still Government must take 
the present state of India into their consideration in choosing the next Viceroy. 
The reins of this vast province ought to be handed over to a man who, in addi- 
tion to being a born statesman, has his mind refined by the best education 
possible, who has his views enlarged by experience, and who, being conscious of 
the responsibility of his office, is possessed of an independence of character 
sufficient fo bear up against the poisonous promptings of people like the Anglo- 


Indians, who take delight in the difficulties and embarrassments of others. 


6. With reference to the increase of pay sanctioned by the Secretary of State 


Remarks on the increase 
of pay sanctioned to the 
members of the Executive 
Councils of the Viceroy and 
Governors of Bombay and 
Madras. 

Native Opinion (16), 4th 
Aug. 


for India to the members of the Executive Councils of 
the Viceroy and the Governors of Bombay and Madras, 
the Native Opinion says that according to the “ civi- 
lised’’ principle of fairness there should not be the 
least abatement in the merry-making of European 
Officers, no matter if low-paid Native servants of Gov- 
ernment, such as school-masters receiving Rs. 5 per 
mensem, and others, die of starvation. 


7. Out of evil, they say, cometh good. The present forward policy of the 


Indian Heroes’ Fund and 
the recognition of the bra- 
very and worth of Indian 
sepoys. 

Dnydn Praka’sh (38), Ist 
Aug., Eng, cols, 


Indian Government, though in all other respects 
evil, has produced one good result, and that is the 
general recognition of the bravery and worth of our 
Indian sepoys. The policy has conclusively proved 
to the world the stuff of which our Indian soldiers 
are made, and has evoked from all quarters an unheard 
of admiration for them, such as they themselves 


may never have hoped for even in their most sanguine mood. Another good 


that has incidentally proceeded from the 


policy is that it has clearly demon- 


strated to the Indian people that happy trait in the character of the average 
Englishman, which makes him unreservedly acknowledge merit wherever he 
happens to find it. This is a trait that is possible only with people possessing 
in a high degree a keen sense of justice and the power of appreciation. The 
starting of the Indian Heroes’ Fund in England has thus supplied an object- 
lesson to us in India in the matter of generously recognising virtue in others. 
— So far, so good; but we are afraid the recognition of the bravery and worth | 
of Indian sepoys does not go far enough. It is a sad compliment to the 
intelligence and character of the Native soldier to suppose that he would be 
completely satisfied with the tardy recognition now vouchsafed to him in the 
form of a fund to provide a small pension to the families of the dead and 
wounded. The foremost instinct of a soldier is that of distinguishing himself 
on the battlefield and winning laurels there. The thoughts of death and of its 
consequences to his family are but secondary considerations in his mind. His 
chief glory consists in winning high and distinguished positions in his regiment 
while he is alive. His next concern is that he should be properly housed 
and fed while in service. Looked at from these two standpoints the condition 
of the Indian sepoy is deplorable enough. These are small matters, it may be 
argued. But they are the most important fo the sepoy as they affect him in his 
everyday life. Then, again, as regards obtaining distinction in the field, can 
the Indian soldier ever hope in his wildest dreams to win that much-coveted 
distinction, the Victoria Cross? Can he ever aspire to rise to superior grades in 
the army? It isa sad commentary on all the gush of admiration now displayed 
by the British public to remember that the same Native hero, who is certified 
as superior to the British Tommy, is not considered fit or trustworthy enough to 
be given independent command of a regiment in India or anywhere else, though 
these and the like positions are freely given to Muhammadan and other native 
officers even in Russian regiments. The Muhammadan subjects of the Czar 
in Central Asia do aspire to commissioned offices in the Russian Army. 
Colonel Alikhanoff, though.a Muhammadan, has risen to the position of a 
Colonel and was entrusted with the difficult duties of Governor of Merv, a 
frontier province. And yet the British Government, with all their fine talk of 
gdmiration, fight shy of the question of giving superior military instruction to 
the Native races. The offer made some years ago by the Native Sardars.in the 
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Deccan for the establishment of a military institute has ended in sthoke, though 
it was well-known at the time that His Royal Highness the Duke of Connaught, 
the then Commander-in-Chief, was in favour of the idea. The British public 
will be very sadly and wofully mistaken if they allow themselves to be deluded 
into the belief that the provision of a paltry pension for the dead and wounded 
will satisfy all the cravings of the Native sepoy, What he has aright to 
look to is greater liberality in the way of decent housing and allowances, and, 
above all, a larger field to display his valour and abilities in. 


8. It is true that. Mr, Sohoni was employed on plague duty similarly to- 
Mr. Rowecroft. But it must be remembered that 
Lord George Hamilton ‘My, Sohoni was thoroughly independent of Mr. Rowe- 
and the Satara assault case. : 
Mahvatta (7), 81st July. Croft as a plague officer. There was no relation of 
subordination and superiority between them. In fact, 
the nature and the spheres of their duties were quite distinct. Mr. Sohoni 
was thus in no way bound, even by the unwritten rules of official etiquette, to 
salam Mr. Rowecroft. The “ studiously insolent ’’ manner of Mr. Sohoni is a 
myth, and though it be true, it cannot justify the assault. Lord George does not 
think* it necessary to take any further action in the matter than remanding Mr. 
Rowecroft to military duty, because the matter is likely to be brought before a 
Court of Law. We are in a position to state that no legal proceedings will pro- 
bably ever be taken in Court against Mr, Kowecroft, so that Government may 
now step in to do equitabie justice to the parties concerned. 


9. We wonder if in the opinion of Government the mere remand of a 
man from special duty to his usual general duty is 
in any way a punishment to him. Such transfer 
from one sphere of duty to another is a usual practice 
of Government. service, and as such Mr. Rowecroft and his brother-officers 
will never look upon the remand in the light of a punishment. Some kind 
of punishment, nof simply a nominal one, ought certainly to have been 
meted out to an cfficer by the Government which claims the right even of regu- 
lating the private conduct of their servants as regards their attending or -not 
attending particular meetings. It is unbecoming to stoop down to such par- 
ticulars and yet allow such egregious breaches of discipline to escape so cheap. 
_ However, we hope Lord George Hamilton will now at least move further in 
the matter. It is now definitely settled that Mr. Sohoni does not want to haul 
Mr. Rowecroft before a Magistrate, and would rather trust the paternal Gov- 
ernment to do the needful. Let us see what the Government of Lord George 
now does. An ample apology to the aggrieved gentleman for the unprovoked 
attack should, in our opinion, be at least insist ed upon in this case. 


10. Whence Lord George Hamilton derives his information that the assault 
Jadu Praka'sh (14), 18h 7 Mr. Sohoni was due to his studiously insolent 
ben. ee Oe manner towards the Lieutenant is more than we can 
say. It isa deliberate fiction, probably intended 
to attenuate Lieutenant Rowecroft’s fault in the eyes of members of Parlia- 
ment. Lord George is a master in such arts and it is no wonder that he should 
have practised them on this occasion. As regards the matter being brought 
before a Court of Law, we understand that there is no such intention on the 
part of Mr. Sohoni. Is it too much to ask, then, that Government will depart- 
mentally punish the insolent Lieutenant for his unprovoked assault on an 
innocent and old fellow-officer ? 


11. From information we have received, it appears that Mr. Sohoni of the 
Dyan Prakbsh (40), Sth Satara High School intended taking action in a Court 
Aue: chad Bad of Law against Lieutenant Rowecroft for defamation. 
But this matter being- before Government, Mr. Sohoni, — 

it is said, has been told by his official superiors not to bring it before a judicial 
tribunal. If this information be correct, what should Mr. Sohoni.do now? If 
he_ takes legal action he will incur the displeasure of his official superiors and . 
will have to suffer the consequences of it. If, on the other hand; he takes no 
action, the public will attribute the omission to some default on his part in the 
whole affair. Neither can Mr. Sohoni say openly that he is prevented by his 
official superiors from taking the matter toa Court of Law. So heis now ia 


Dnydn Prakash (3), Ast 
Aug., Eng. cols. 


li 


a fix. Really it is a pity that a man should be struck on the faee by a rig ee 
a 


for no fault of his and there should neither be an apology forthcoming 

the offender, nor should the party offended against be at liberty to take legal 

action, That official superiors should intermeddle in such a private affair is 
anything but right. As the matter is not now coming before a Court, let us see 

what steps Government take in connection with it. : 


12. We have now parted company with the Honourable Mr. James, and it | 
would perhaps be a pretty long time before we see 
Honourable Mr, James’ him again in our midst. Mr. James’ figure has loom- 
— from Sind re- ed large before our eye-sight for a decade or so, and 
+ Picks (8), 30th July. though we have our differences, we cannot withhold 
| from him the meed of praise which is due to a capable 
officer. He was certainly not a friend of: the Hindus, but the class of Hindus he 
~ used to come in contact with—the notorious Amils of Hyderabad—were such as to 
alienate anybody’s sympathy from them. It is natural for Mr. James to have been 
prejudiced against the Hindus as a class after his experience of the ways and 
manners of the Amils. His partiality towards the Muhammadans was one of the 
shortcomings which greatly marred his career, but 1t was a shortcoming which 
leaned on virtue’s side. He was actuated by a very commendable desire to 
advance a backward race. Mr. James has been of very great use to Sind in 
many respects and the temporary cessation of his connection with the province 
will be regretted in many quarters. The railway line from Rajputana to Sind 
now under construction and also the line from Rohri to Kotri owe their concep- 
tion to him. He helped the Port Trust in obtaining loans from Government and. 
thereby improving the harbour. The improvement of Jamrao, Fuleli and other 
canals is also due to him. He has, in fact, done. his best for the province, and 
though his ways may not be always such as one can approve of, it may be per- 
mitted to one to hope that his connection with Sind may be prolonged. — 


18. The Honourable Mr. Crowe having exculpated the people of Poona, 
| | there was a hope of the additional police force im- 
The Secretary of State for posed on Poona being done away with, but that hope 


India and the question of : ' 
additional polica at Poona. has proved futile from the Secretary of State’s reply to 


Dnyén Prakash (40), 4th 4 question.in Parliament on the subject. The sus- . 


Aug. picion of the Secretary of State about the people of . 

Poona is not yet dispelled and Government is not pre- 
pared to criminally prosecute the suspected persons in a Court of Law on 
account of insufficient evidence, as the Secretary of State has already stated. 
Have then the Poona people any way open to them to get their character 
cleared ? A European gentleman, with whom we had a talk on the subject the 
other day, said that there was only one way to dispose of the matter finally, and 
it is this, that the Poona people should hold a public meeting and make a peti- 
tion to the Secretary of State, asking him to supply them with a list of the 
persons whom he suspects and giving him to understand that in default of this 
they will have to proceed legally in the matter in the interests of their own 
reputation: This isa good remedy, but the question is who should “tie the 
bell round the neck of the cat,” and until there is somebody forthcoming to do 
it, the Poona people must continue to suffer being insulted. : 


14. Like his attempt to hide the stinginess of the Government and the 
: embarrassed condition of its treasury, Lord George 
Alleged futility of the Hamilton is sure to fail in his attempt at justifying 
aes ofa conspiracy in his hasty ee an —— perme — at 
Mc Poona. Judging by the arguments put forward by the 
Recor’ (64)y Sud “6 Government rahatatre ay the Chapekar case, Lak 
George will easily see that he (the Prosecutor) not only does not aim at establishing 
the existence of @ political conspiracy in Poona, but appears to be convinced of 
there being nothing of the kind. All that the Government Prosecutor sought to 
" prove was that Damodar Chapekar being a fanatic, irritated by being refused 
admission into the army, tried to make himself famous by taking the life of an 
officer whom everybody hated for his plague measures. The deposition of 
Chapekar, which discarded the conspiracy theory altogether, was believed in by the 
police, the jury, the Court, and even the Bombay Government. Moreover, 
cow 27—4 : , 
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Mr. Crowe, the Agent for the Sardarsin the Deccan, in his address on the occasion 
of the Birthday Darbar, made an indirect retractation of the poignant remarks of 
Mr. Lamb. If the Secretary of State will first inform himself of what is going 
on in the Bombay Presidency and India and then answer the questions put — 
to him by the members of Parliament, we shall not have to make any comments 
on his replies. Now that the Honourable Mr. Nugent has gone to England, we 
hope he will explain the real state of affairs at Poona and cause the Secretary 


' of State to make a change in the tone of his speeches. 


15. ‘ Have not the unfortunate Natu brothers now suffered long enough ?” 
This is the exclamation that is often heard repeated 
Request to Government to from day to day. So long as there was any reason- 
give fall liberty ‘to the Natu able cause for their detention, their treatment could 
rothers. | ; 
Dnyén Prakash (3), 1st Perhaps be understood. But now that the Govern- 
Aug., Eng. cols. ment have come round to see the truth of the popular 
view about them, there is, we submit, no shadow of 
reason for the continuance of their undeserved troubles any further. The 
broken down health of Balasaheb is besides a serious thing. He is said to have 
again contracted that harassing disease—diabetes, and the chill climate of 
Belgaum does not at all agree with him. Neither does it agree with his 
servants and family, for it is said their household resembles more an hospital 
ward than anything else. Balasaheb has, therefore, prayed again and again to 
be allowed to go back to Poona or at least to his birth-place. Anxiety, that 
must always be harassing his mind, is the most undesirable thing for a man 
suffering from diabetes, as any medical man will unhesitatingly certify. In 
these circumstances it behoves Government to leave aside all considerations of 
restige and do unto the Natus whatever reparation lies in their power. They 
Soe already suffered enough and it is high time their unmerited sufferings 
should come to an end. | 


16. Itis a pity that Belgaum climate docs not appear to be congenial to 
the health of the Natu brothers. Government had 
Mahrdtta (7), 31st July. heen gracious enough to allow the Natus a change of 
climate along with qualified liberty, both of which, however, seem to have failed 
to give the unfortunate brothers the needed amount of relief. Sufficient time, 
we think, has elapsed, since the prisoners’ arrival in Belgaum, for Government 
to loosen the screw by another turn, just to bring them nearer their real release. 
It is impossible to mistake the anxiety of Government to give the Natu brothers 
their liberty only in wholesome doses, in the interests of all concerned. It is 
now high time, however, to give them the next dose after their conditional 
release. Itis also easy to appreciate Shrimant Balasaheb’s anxiety and im- 
patience under the circumstances above related. He has been writing letter after 
letter to Government to restore him to his health and property. These letters 
have so far proved of little effect in the desired direction. We hope, however, 
that Government will be soon moved to pity the prisoners’ condition and grant 
them unconditional liberty and unrestricted ownership. : : 


17. Various names have been proposed for the Presidentship of this year’s 

| Congress. We think we should elect Mr, Tilak for 

- Proposal to elect Tilak that post. It is not for his own children, but for the 
to oe Mito Coc,’ whole country that he is suffering hardship in 
ar Sector Vaibhav (77), 4th Jail. In what other way can we requite him for his 
July. services P We are of opinion, therefore, that people 
should discharge part of the debt due to him by 

conferring this honour upon him. In case there be no chance of his release 
from prison before the end of December, we propose that we should place 


Mr. Tilak’s portrait in the Presidential chair and proceed with the business. 


18. It is a matter for satisfaction that the people of Poona are doing their 

_, best to celebrate the national festival of Ganpati. 
Being now accustomed to undergo the inconveniences | 

- caused by ihe plague restrictions and to suffer the 

| A - troubles heaped upon them by both God and man, 

they appear to have this year become more stiff and are firmly bent upon doing 

their uty. Besides, the Government’s demand for justice in the case of 


Necessity of national festi- 
vals like that of Ganpati. 
-Kesari (54), 2ud Aug. 
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Mr. Rand’s murder being now satisfied by the execution of Damodar Chapekar, 
all its hurried notions about sedition are being dispelled and we need not. any more 
be anxious about some ape being offended by our making grand illumina- 
tions, or about some official being displeased by our setting Ganpati in a cer- 
tain position, or about a particular tone during some lecture giving us over into 
the clutches of the law of sedition. We need no longer apprehend that the 
owners of melas (singing parties) will have to pass whole days and nights at 
police stations on account of the Native Press Reporter leaving aside his other 
business and pointing out that some of the Ganpati songs dealt with the 
Soudan charges and the import duty. It is to be remembered that people are 
no longer disagreed as to whether this festival should be celebrated in a united 
and public manner. We are nearing a period when the usually conflicting 
sides will view this movement with equal favour. Objection is taken, not to the 
celebration of the festival, but to the mode in which it is celebrated. The public 
will be grateful to those who point out any defects in the festival, not with any 
bad intent, but with a laudable desire that national religious festivals should prove 
beneficial by creating in people’s minds high thoughts and noble feelings. It is 
sometimes urged that the festival is a mere imitation of the Muharram amongst 
the Muhammadans. We believe that the Ganpati festival is neither a novelty 
nor an imitation, but is simply a resuscitation of an old festival in a form suit- 
able to the present time. We should always aim at keeping up our spirits, 
since, for the mind to entertain high and noble feelings it is indispensable that 
the senses should be kept in full enjoyment of outward objects. We believe, 
therefore, that the expenditure incurred for this purpose cannot be said to be 
wasted. In England serious questions in politics are generally discussed in 
postprandial speeches, because it is then that the speakers are in their element, 
Similarly we become best capacitated to deal with worldly topics after religious 
and philosophical meditation such as we haveon these festive occasions. We 
hope, therefore, that people will duly celebrate the Ganpati festival, taking care 
to avoid the mistakes pointed out by opponents and disregarding all obstacles. 


19. It is on occasions like the Ganpati festival that we obtain that sort of 
political education which cannot be had in Govern- 
The Ganpati festival re- ment schools or colleges. These festivities being open 
garded as the best occasion to gl] kinds of people, the learned and the leading 
ro arg g'the masses, @mong them deliver discourses on religious, social and 
Bakul (25), 31st July. historical subjects. There is no other opportunity 
like that of a national festival for enlightening the 
masses on topics like the social, moral and political history of their forefathers, 
the measures the present generation should adopt to better their condition, the 
obstacles they are likely to encounter in their way and the waysand means to get 
over them. We have no doubt that such festive occasions will be of great use in 
the diffusion of that national instruction, the total absence of which has been 
the great cause of the failure of the National Congress. The instruction that 
is given at such times is received by all kinds of people, by the illiterate peasant 
as well as the refined gentleman. In the first place, persons proficient in the 
various sciences deliver lectures during such festivities. Next, people get on 
these occasions such valuable, though scattered, information as cannot be 
obtained at any other time without having anything to pay for it, Lastly, 
since a man can best inform himself on any subject only if he has an undisturbed 
and concentrated mind, and since the state of his mind is such during these festi- 
vals, he gets on these occasions with much ease and in a short time a knowledge 
which he cannot otherwise acquire with the same facilities. | 


20. A change in the existing newspaper postage rules was after a lapse of 
eighteen years certainly necessary; but we are sorry 

Comments on the changes the changes introduced do not satisfy the requirements 
introduced into the existing of Native newspaper proprietors. The new changes 
"hat gh 2 a6. 44, have deprived them of two very valuable privileges, 
Aug. Bie. aap in that under the new regulations coming into force 
‘, from October next, exchange copies of newspapers 
will-not be carried free as at present, and on agents’ packets full postage 
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will be chdrged instead of the half rates now ruling. As a compensation 
for the withdrawal of these privileges Government is going to increase the 
limit of three tolas to four for the quarter anna postage, and that is all. In 

ative journalists to raise this 
limit to ten, Government having already increased from ten to twenty tolas the 
limit for half anna postage. This latter change has benefited, if any, a few, not 
even half adozen. The difference between three and four tolas is so small that 
we venture to think hardly one contemporary will be benefited by the new rules, 
whereas he will find that the withdrawal of his aforesaid privileges will involve 
him in some more expenditure and will lose him some custom besides. On the 


whole the new rules must be said to be, so far as Native journals are concerned, 


of a decidedly retrograde character, and considering that the vernacular press 
is an eyesore to the officials, this was not altogether unexpected. 


21. Referring to the recent alterations in the postal regulations, and allud- 
ke wal a ing particularly to that which abolishes in future the 
re 4 +. io Oe exemption - of the exchange copies of newspapers from 
postage, the Indu Prakdsh says :--Government are at 
present laying the axe at the root of education, which the Indians regard as 
some compensation for the loss of their independence. They, yielding to the 
advice of ignorant and foolish persons, are adopting nasty measures to obstruct 
the current of education amongst the people. Our readers are aware of the 
Press-gagging and Postal Acts that were passedat the beginning of the year. 
Similarly the action of Mr. Giles, the Director of Public Instruction, in connec- 
tion with the grant-in-aid institutions is well known. No doubt, reforms were 
needed in the Postal Department, but those that are now made are quite of a 
retrograde character. It is a political sin to levy a tax on education. It was 
during Mr. Gladstone’s regime in England that the newspapers obtained this 
right of free exchange in 1881. Does Lord Elgin lay claim to greater judgment 
than Mr, Gladstone ? If so, we have nothing to say. We hope our contempo- 
raries will take up this matter and make an agitation. We shall all thank 
Lord Elgin if he leaves off insisting upon this change in the postal regulations. 
Le other papers of the week have written disapprovingly of the new postal 
rules. : 


22. Rdo Bahadur Ranchorlal Chotalal, whose tenure of office as an 
additional member of the Bombay Legislative Council 

Rao Bahddur Ranchorlal came to an end recently, has given entire satisfaction 
Chotalal, C.IE., ex-member to the. public during his six years’ career in the 
. ombay Legisialve Oouncil. He has not only fearlessly advocated their 
Gujardté (106), 31st July. cause in the Council, but has also been always 
ready and willing to take part in the Indian National 

Congress and the Provincial Conference. He has won the love of the people 
and the confidence of Government, and his re-nomination for the fourth time 
would have been hailed with delight by the public. If, however, Government 
were not inclined todo so, they would have done well to nominate Diwan 
Bahédur Manibhai Jasbhai instead of Rado Bahddur Chunilal Venilal in his 


place. ) 


23. We congratulate Réo Bahadur Chuninal Venilal, C.I.E., on his being 
ae nominated an additional member of the Bombay Legis- 
Fane pe oe hey, 5 ee lative Council. He isa well-known citizen of Broach, 
an additional member of the 0d his appointment is hailed with delight, not only by 
Bombay Legislative Council the people of Broach,but by a large circle of his friends 
approved. and relations in other places. After his retirement from 
Jul ujardt Mitra (107), 31st Government service he has rendered very valuable 
at services to the municipality of that town, which have 
been acknowledged by Mr. Candy, the Collector-President of the municipality, 
in the last annual report on the Municipal administration, - Old as he is, being 
a man of great energy and resource he took great care to ward off plague from 
Broach, and it seems Government have appreciated his services in this connection 
by conferring on him the present honour. eee 


15) 


(24, We think it unfair. to Soe ag any opinion about the nomination of 
- Broach Mitra °(126), 'Srd Réo Bah&dur Chunilal Venilal as an additional mem- 
pe igs . ri ber of the local Legislative Council till we see his 

rp work in the Council. There is no doubt that Gov- 
ernment have made this appointment in view of the policy which he has’ 


hitherto followed, but we wish he will now make himself popular by following 
in the footsteps of his worthy predecessor in the Council. | 


25. As if the phalanx of official legislators ~who sit in a long array at our 
es ile local Council were not strong enough to overwhelm 
condenned = Sté«R OND Oficial elected legislators, the Government of 
Kaiser-e-Hind (119), 81st Bombay have just announced the nomination of Mr. 
J uly, Eng. cols. Chunilal Venilal to the seat vacated by Mr. Ranchorlal 
| - Chotalal. We cannot approve of this selection, which 
is certainly not calculated to promote the weal of the people of this presidency, It 
was fondly hoped that Government would improve itself in its choice of nominated 
members after the institution of the enlarged Councils. But we see that that 
hope was raised only to be disappointed. The solemn mockery of nominating 
invertebrates has been continued. Compared with Mr. Ranchorlal, Mr. Chunilal 
' is indeed a most miserable selection. And we wonder which was the clever 
genius who picked out this retired Deputy Collector and a jo-hukwm personage for 
a legislator. The Government may as well for that matter put into the Council 
any retired Mamlatdar or karkun, or even a Superintendent of Police or Preven- 
tive service officer. It may not lower the status and dignity of the Council and 
the Government, but it is certain to lower the reputation of Government for 
common sense and administrative sagacity. Such unpopular nominations must 
be absolutely condemned, They cannot inspire any confidence among the people 
and are far from promoting that “ affection ’? which Government is so desirous 
of fostering among the ruled. By the bye, is not this the same person who is 
of opinion that no Native of India should hold a higher appointment than one 
carrying a salary of Rs. 200 a month? 


26. That is a wonderful “improvement ”’ backward from Mr. Ranchorlal 
Chotalal to Mr. Chunilal Venilal, the retired Deputy 
Collector, whom the fiat of a benignantly paternal 


Champion (2), 31st July. 


Government has just transformed into an “ additional’? member of the local - 


Legislative Couxcil. Undoubtedly, Mr. Chunilal is worthy of the Government 
as much as that Government is worthy of him. Moreéver, he is a C.I.E., and 
belongs to that group of jo-hukum stars who shine so safely in the official 
firmament of Bombay with the aid of the light reflected by the brilliant 
Mandate” constellation. It may therefore be taken for granted that there 
will bea marvellous effect on the course of provincial legislation for the next 
two years to come, which will not only add to the moral and material welfare of 
the presidency, but vastly enhance the affection of its grateful people towards 
its paternal rulers. For this statesmanship in the choice of the honourable 
member we offer our cordial congratulations to Lord Sandhurst’s Government, 
which, it is to be sincerely trusted, will have the good fortune to make many 
more “ happy ”’ selections of this immensely popular character for many a day 
to come. 
27. We regret we cannot approve of the nomination of Rdéo Bahddur 
A Chunilal Venilal to the seat in the local Legisla- 
Gujarati (106), 31st Joly. tive Council vacated by Rdo. Bahédur Ranchorlal 
Chotalal. It is true that the new member takes great interest in the 
municipal affairs of Broach, but we do not think that experience in these 
matters alone is sufficient to make a successful Councillor. There was once a 
time whena seat in the Council was considered asan empty honour, and a 


gentleman quite unacquainted with the English language was nominated as an 


additional member. The appointment of Réo Bah4dur Chunilal would have 


been then considered unobjectionable, but the times are now changed and the 
public anxiously await the appointment of every Councillor. Judging by the 
past career of the new member, it can hardly be said that this appointment 
will stand the public test. Mr. Chunilal has kept himself studiously aloof from 

11 volitical movements and there is nothing in his public career to warrant a 


va yo he will render useful public service in the Council. 
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28. Some time ago the Bombay Presidency Association sent a representa- 
tion to the Government fof India, praying for the 
Government of India’s cancellation of the rules issued in 1807 , excluding 
zeny, to he ener. of the Natives of pure Asiatic descent, whose parents or 
we sige Yihe rales guardians are domiciled in Bengal, Madras or Bombay, 
about admission to the from admission to the Engineer class of the Thomason 
Thomason Civil Engineering Qivil Engineering College at Rurkee in the North-West 
College at eo Stet Jul Provinces, and from competition for the guaranteed 
oe ager n ied appointments open.to students of that College. The 
“i _ Association has now received a reply, which we can- 
not but characterise as highly unsatisfactory. The Government of India are 
not at present prepared to re-open the matter. The grounds on which this 
decision is based are, in our opinion, not very satisfactory. The rules are 
entirely opposed to the Charter of 1833 and the Queen’s Proclamation. The 
Indian tax-payers in Bombay, Bengal and Madras contribute to the Imperial 
exchequer more than the privileged few who alone will now obtain the guaran- 
teed appointments under the revised rules. In noticing the representation of 
the Bombay Presidency Association we disapproved of these iniquitous regula- 
tions, and we must once more record our protest against the general bar that the 
Government of India have erected against Indians, however fit and qualified 
they may be for these posts. | 


29. The plague at Hubli has not yet abated. The sufferings of the people 
are increasing in direct proportion to the stringency 


Brutalising effects of plague with which the Collector is adopting measures to check 
operations at Hubli. 


‘lida's (6 _ the plague. Though segregation camps and hospitals 
eens See ne are intended for the pond of the Sacile it is these that 
have brutalised their feelings to an extent unexampled in the annals of any coun - 
try in the world. A wife, pretending herself to bein high spirits, consigns to the 
cutter the dead body of her husband, Even parents and brothers,suppressing their 
grief for the dead, throw the corpses of their children and brothers and sisters on 
hedges and in open fields. What does all this indicate? The number of cases in 
which dead bodies are disposed of in this cruel and inhuman manner out of sheer 
anxiety for self is, we learn, as high as that of deaths registered in thé muni- 
cipal report. People feel much relieved and forget their sorrow for the deceased 
if they succeed in getting permission to burn the dead body of one who has 
not died of plague. This is the effect of the inconveniences of segregation and 
there is no knowing how far-reaching it will be. As it seems hopeless that the 
Collector will succeed in his efforts for stamping out the plague, we think he 
will do better to mitigate the rigour of the present restrictions. We hear that 
with a view to prevent the employés of the Kailway workshops, who have been 
exasperated by the system of dealing with plague obtaining at Hubli, from 
giving up work and thereby causing inconvenience to the Company, the Superin- 
tendent of the Workshop has asked the higher authorities to sanction an outlay 
of Rs. 16,000 for making independent arrangements for the workshop labourers. 


30. Is it not strange that the plague authorities at Hubli, failing to take 
PO OO. lesson from the rows that were kicked up on account 
plague opera tions at Habli. 3 the sone of pe ‘y Fa ygecseen at Bombay, 
Gurakhé (44), 3rd Aug. | Poona and Calcutta, should adopt measures likely to 
create hatred against Government: The employés in 
the Hubli Workshop are so much disgusted with these arrangements that they 
have made up their minds to leave work and stay at home in case the necessary 
alterations in these arrangements are not made. Will Government be now 
convinced that all the rioting amongst the people emanates from the actions of 
their own subordinates ? | 


31. The deaths from plague, the secret burial of dead bodies, and the 

i is attempts to cast away corpses on highroads or in wells 
imo vee h68); Rody Gaal unowned, continue. ~y before at Hubli. 
: Patients of every description are’ put down as plague 
cases and are forcibly removed to hospitals. The hardships attendant on 
such @ measure have not, it appears, drawn the attention of the District Col- 
lector to the needful reform. At the present stage of the epidemic, when 
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conflicting opinions prevail about its true nature even among learned medi- 
cal men, it isnot safe to blindly trust in the opinions pronounced by doctors 
of ordinary stamp and to remove patients to hospitals, where exposure to cold 
and rain and other inconveniences are not sufficiently guarded against. Hospi- 
tals have gained a-notoriety that removal to them is a sure precursor of death. 
The town.of Hubli appears to be all deserted. | 


32. The inhabitants of os ery of ym are now panic-stricken. The 

: ie! ks number of deaths during the last week as given by our 

E CG. or eee contemporary of the Hubli Patra is ps. than 450. 
This is certainly heart-rending, Private letters from 

Hubli give us a different number altogether. Itis, they say, between 20 and 80. 
This state of things even is not pleasing. His Excellency’s visit during the | 
last month did not relieve the people even to the least extent. The plague i 
measures have greatly inconvenienced the residents of Hubli. i 


33. A rn pow Benglur writes A oa medical examination 
of railway passengers at the Hubli station is not satis- 
A og a en conilinbat, Whenever there is an august 
personage or a high Government official in the train, 
this slackness on the part of the plague authorities is the more perceptible. 
People desirous of evading the strict measures in connection with plague are 
ever on the watch to take an opportunity of travelling with such high Govern- 
ment officers and thus carry the germs of this fell disease to other parts ~ 
of the country. Will the authorities attend to and remove this defect ? 


34, <A correspondent writes :—On the 28th ultimo it rained very heavily 

at Hubli, and the quarantined and segregated had 

Pe 5 Bandhu (169), 31st +> contend with many hardships. Even food and 

re | water, the necessaries of life, they did not get. If it 

is a fact that death cannot be averted by any human agency, why enforce 

the compulsory removal to segregation camps :of the residents of a lane on the 
occurrence of a single plague case in their midst ? 


35. On the occasion of His Excellency Lord Sandhurst’s recent visit to 
: | Hubli, the inhabitants thereof placed their grievances 
Pst Vritt (168), Std hefore His Excellency ; but the work of their redress 
‘i was entrusted to the District Collector. Now that 
several lives are daily falling victims to plague, we hope the District Collector 
will take some prompt action in this matter. Although the present plague 
operations may have been introduced for the general well-being of the people, 
still innumerable are the hardships they entail. Mr. Cumine, the Plague Com- 
missioner, during his recent visit to Belgaum, recommended that home segrega- 
tion may be tried. A somewhat similar arrangement had been made by the 
plague authorities at Poona during the last outbreak of plague there, and we see 
no reason why a like method may not be tried at Hubli. The attempts 
of people to conceal plague cases can be put down if the present rigour in the 
enforcement of plague measures be mitigated to some extent. 


36. The way in which the plague operations are carried on in several 

3 arts of Gujarat has made Government very unpo- 

Adverse comments onthe pular. It isto be regretted that the people are un- 
plague operations at Surat jnoecessarily harassed by the authorities neglecting 
= ey 106), 3ist July, to duly respect their feelings. We thought that 
ere vere ** the people of Surat would be relieved by the transfer 
of Mr. Moore, but the plague administration of the new Collector, Mr. McNeill, 
has greatly disappointed us. At the present time, when the city is free from 
plague, he has issued several strange orders, making it obligatory on the 
people to report every kind of sickness and to satisfy the authorities that 
any death occurring in their houses is not due to’ plague for saving them- 
selves from segregation and disinfection, and also to obtain permission from 
the authorities, except in certain cases, before removing dead bodies. | These 
rules are sure to prove harassing to the people, and the one in connection 
with the dead bodies is sure to wound their religious feelings. The stringent 
rules as regards arrivals at Surat, including Justices of the Peace, from Bom- 
bay and other places, which are practically free from plague, and the way 
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in which they are enforced, are both indications of the Collector’s high-handed- 
ness. At Broach, too, the local authorities seem to be over-strict in enforcing 
their strange measures to prevent the outbreak of plague, and it is difficult to 
imagine the restrictions they will enforce in case the epidemic breaks out in 
that city. The outbreak of the epidemic at Ankleshwar near Broach, in spite 
of similar measures in that town, shows that the authorities at Broach are 
| | mistaken in supposing that the importation of the pla gue will be prevented by 
Al the course they have adopted. It shows nothing but indiscretion on their part 
’ to prohibit the import of some eatables like sug arcane, vegetables, eggs, &c., 
from the Ankleshwar Taluka, It is highly desirable that Government should 
keep a careful watch on the plague administration at Broach and see that the — 
people of Ankleshwar are not in any way prohibited from leaving the town. 


37, As usual, only the ordinary kind of fever seems to prevail at Surat, but 

there is every fear of the mortality going up, as a 

Plague rT atSurat. large number of persons are afraid. of going to medical 

. 8 yee?" ae ass} ba men for treatment owing to the rule making it obli- 

= pa at : gatory on the people to report even an ordinary 
illness within three hours. The attendance of patients 
in the Civil Hospital will show that there has been a great fall-off in their 

number since the outbreak of plague. Government have no idea of the 

j inconveniences people are put to by the rule, and it would be well to cancel 
i - it orto modify if and to make it obligatory on the people to report only 
: cases of plague and serious illness. [The Deshi Mitra endorses. the above 
views. | : : 


38. We learn that the Mamlatdar of Dapoli has sentenced more than 50 
ae persons to two months’ rigorous imprisonment for 
Plague prosecutions inthe yemaining absent at the roll-call in the quarantine 

on ty gag the camp. They had, owing toa heavy rainfall, gone to 
Seite 5 hodhak (82), 3ist their villages. It is alsoramoured that some more 

July. : _ persons have been charged witli the same offence and 

their cases are to be tried by the Mamlatddr of the 

Khed sub-division. We hope that superior officers will take notice of these 


punishments, which, in our opinion, are extremely severe. 


; 39. The people of Surat have been delighted to 
aioe “re eee — learn that ipiroten Ldeuteneist: Colonel K. S. eslesni, 
Surat. to Ahmedabad. Civil Surgeon, Surat, has been transferred to Ahmed- 

Surat Akhbér (158), 1st abad, and are anxious to see some European medical 
Avg. officer appointed in his place. | 


40. After close upon twelve years’ service in Surat, Surgeon-Lieutenant- 
ia ie ala Colonel K. 8. Nariman proceeds to Ahmedabad to 
July, Bog ool moplanss: join his new appointment there. It is a matter of 
Peace, regret that the exigencies of the service should 
require the transfer of Dr. Nariman to Ahmedabad at a time when we 
want him most. Plague measures, though: conceived in the most benevolent 
spirit, have from their inquisitorial nature and from the nameless little 
acts of zulum by the underlings, been most unpalatable to the people in 
general ; strange to say, the odium has fallen upon the highest officers in charge 
of the plague operations. In the blind paroxysm of wrath and irritation the 
people have been most indiscriminate, in many cases, in speaking ill of officers 
whose unpleasant duty it was to combat and to stamp out the plague; and 
Dr. Nariman, as the highest medical officer of the station, has had the lion’s 
share, so to speak, of the public odium. It will be some time, we think, before 
“those whose judgment, bias or prejudice seems to have been led astray will 
come to judge aright of his worth. But we need hardly assure Dr. Nariman 
that he carries with him the sincere good wishes of the sensible portion of 
the Surat public who can form judgment upon matters that concern their 
_  ity’s welfare, - Dr. Nariman’s record of service in the municipal affairs of 
the city entitles him.to a high place in the roll of our public men who have 
istinguished themselves by their untiring zeal and done much solid good to 


the city in their quiet and unostentatious manner. — 
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41, The Akhbdr-e-Soddgar congratulates Mr. Harry Brewin of the 


| ., Bombay Police on his appointment { 

Mr oF B | ( ppointment to the graded 
appointment 2s Personal P0St of Superintendent of Police and as Persdnal 
Assistant to the Inspector. Assistant to the Inspector-General of Police, and is 


General of Police, of opinion that he richly deserves this promotion for 
; ag e-Sedégar (121), ey valuable services rendered by him in tho detection 
of crime. 


42. One Bhau a — of bis yee yong cpr: the Poona 
See Tict, writes e Lin bandhu, complaining that 
ee Pr i: Rao Saheb Mulé, Mamlatdar of Junnar, belie » Heh. 
the Brahmin Mamlatdar of Min harasses the followers of Bhau Kondaji, who is a 
Junnar (Poona) and/a request non-Brahmin, by convicting them of keeping their 
to ee in rf mae premises in a filthy state, while he does no such 
ag we oe thing with reference to the dirty stagnant water and 
3 rubbish about the houses of Brahmin residents, and 
praying that Government will free the non-Brahmins of Otur by appointing a 


non-Brahmin Mamlatdar to the Junnar sub-division. 


43, Dacoity is once again rife in the provinceof Sind. Not a week passes 
i oon i sg mt - news : dacoits visiting villages, 
™ raiding Banias’ houses and carrying away property. 

ea coe. (196), 30th July; Pwo years ago the dacoits had made checiieiivss . 
: terror here, but they were confined to Thar and 

Parkar. The reader must have learnt of the recent dacoities committed at 
Unarpur and Ukria. After that no less than three dacoities are reported from 
the district of Kardchi alone. The first was committed three weeks ago 
in the Duabo village of the Dadu Taluka. About twenty men, armed with guns 
and swords, raided the house of a rich Bania named Lekhraj and made away 
with fifteen thousand rupees’ worth of property. The second dacoity was com- 
mitted in the village of Fatehpur in the Johi Taluka. The third dacoity was 
committed on the 15th instant in the village of Ahmed Khan in the Dddu 
Taluka. A number of dacoits again raded the house of a Bania, and if our 
information is correct, they remained in it full six hours, leisurely helping 
themselves to what they could lay their hands on. They did not conteit 


themselves with robbing the poor, helpless Bania of all the property he could - 


call his own, but as they were departing, they set fire to his house and 
burnt his account books. Has the like been ever heard since the advent 
of the British rule in Sind? What must be the state of the feelings of the 
people in the above-mentioned villages, when the bandits can carry on 
their nefarious work so openly and fearlessly? But nowhere have the dacoits 
struck. so great a terror as in Thar and Paérkar. When Bachu and Piru 
of Makhi Dhand notoriety were sentenced to death, it was thought that the 
last had been heard of the Makhi Dhand outlaws. But it would appear 
that the gang had among them, besides Bachu and Piru, other fearless roughs 


who could act on their own initiative. And if they desisted from brigandaging: 


after their leader’s death, it was only to cquip themselves more efficiently for 
the work before them. The way in which the dacoits have set about their 
business leaves little room for doubt that they belong to the old gang. They 
have commenced with murdering Mahomed Waris, a well-known and influential 
Zamindar. It will be remembered that this gentleman had rendered much help 
to the authorities in connection with the Makhi Dhand dacoities and was parti- 
cularly instrumental in getting some members of the gang captured. Mahomed 
Waris has fallen a victim to the vengeance of the surviving members of the 


gang. At any rate this seems tobe the general impression. Some Zamindars 


of Thar and Parkar who had aided the authorities against the dacoits have left 
their homes and taken shelter in the vicinity of Tando Allahyar, They believe 
that they are not safe in Thar and Pérkar. One may here pertinently enquire 
as to how this deplorable condition of things has come to exist. Five or six 
years ago dacoity was unknown in the province. A friend facetiously remarked 
to us the other ’ that the Magistrates had forgotten the existence of the 
section in the Penal Code about dacoity, because they were never called upon 
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to try an offence under it. But now-a-days dacoities have become the order of 
the day. 


44, Dacoities have created havoc in the Dadu Tdéluka. Last week we 

: made mention of some dacoities committed in tha, 

Dacoitics in Sind and tdluka, This week we have been informed that apart 
saa for their suppres- er oe thefts rate Ba ri eae oon eae 
a dacoity was committed on the instant in the 
Sule fhe i ai pois 9 of Ahmedkhan Davach in the Dadu T4luka in 
which the dacoits burnt the account books of a Bania, 
set his house on fire and ran away with the property, leaving one person 
severely wounded and several others slightly hurt. Such dacoities were very 
rarely heard of in former times, but during the last five or seven years they 
have been frequent in every district. Hardly a month passes in which we do 
not hear of a dacoity committed at some place or other. This state of 
things has created a great alarm among the rural population, These marauders 
have become so powerful and fearless that they go out in gangs on their expedi- 
tions, generally at night time, from one side of the river to the other. Sometimes 
these dacoitiés are attended with murders. With regard to the suppression of 
these atrocities, we are of opinion that Government should appoint an energetic 
and careful officer specially for the purpose with a number of sepoys and estab- 


lishment, whose duty it should be to visit scenes of dacoities and take strict 


measures against the people living in the neighbourhood of the ravaged village. 
This method was tried in the case of the dacoits of the Makhi Dhand and 
proved successful. We would also suggest that such cases should, instead of 
being tried by a Sessions Court, be tried, as in the Upper Sind Frontier District, 
by big respectable Zamindars or by some responsible officers. We would further 
suggest that the ferry boats should be required to lie at anchor at their respective 
landing places close to each other and not scattered about during the night 
time. In order that people may not possess arms without licenses, we would 
suggest that an establishment similar to the salt detective establishment be 
kept, and also that Government should impress a distinguishing mark upon the 
arms authorised to be kept by Zamindars and other persons, so that the licensees 
of the arms found in the possession of the dacoits may be called upon to account 
for the unauthorised transfer of arms. It alsoseems necessary that Government 
should revoke the licenses given to the servants of Zamindars. If the measures 
suggested above are taken, we hope that dacoities will be heard of no more. 


45. A correspondent writes :—Do the Government really mean to see 
their own property and stores attacked as in the 
Phenix (8), 30th July. Thar and Parkar District, before they make a move 
or give the subject a serious thought ? Have not matters with us here in the 
motussil already reached a crisis? We have notevena night’s rest here, and our 
very homes, just like the plague-stricken houses, have become a furnace of fire for 
us. We will fain leave them if we could be accommodated elsewhere. ‘The 
object of Mr: Giles in freely granting licenses to carry arms to Banias here 
is undoubtedly commendable, but, I am afraid, when the matter comes to 
fighting, these very weapons might be used against: the Banias by the free- 
booters. Yet it is one way of discharging one’s duty. Cannot Mr. Giles think 
of any other and better, nay, more effective, measures? His sagacity and 
prudence are well-known. [Bravo for the fair fame of Colonel Mayhew! He 
would sooner lay down his life than hear even a rumour of such things 
having been perpetrated in his district. And if it comes to actualities, you will 
find him at once on the scene. We have very able Collectors and Deputy 
Commissioners in Sind, and this common evil has affected every district in Sind 
more or less. Why do they not put their heads together and devise some means 
to remove this stigma from their administration? The Government must 
understand that we here in the mofussil cannot approach their august presence 
in a body-to lay our grievances before them, That is no reason, however, why 
we should be neglected by them. The views expressed in the leader (styled 
Dacoities and their Remedies) of the issue of the Sind Sudha’r of the 23rd 
mrsar oat gpal not only my concurrence, but that of all people in the mofussil in 
general. | | sedis | 
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46. This week we have been literally inundated with complaints with 
: | : regard to the gross misbehaviour of the Beluchis in 
Alleged ill-treatment of the bazar. Some of the complaints are signed by a 
be ‘Morabed (Bind). sepoys *¢ number of persons. If only a tithe of what is said in. 
Prakha't (196), 23rd July, the complaints be anything like correct, who will 
Eng. cols. | have any hesitation in saying that the conduct of 
the sepoys is disgraceful and demands the immediate 
attention of the authorities ? Says one man, ‘‘On the 19th July, at about 2 p.m, 
as I was passing through the Advani lane, I saw a Beluchi sepoy putting his 
hand on the breast of a respectable lady.’? ‘Two other gentlemen who make a 
joint statement say, ‘‘ We happened to pass through the bazar day before yester- 
day, when we were eye-witnesses to the fact that two Pathans handled some 
women in a manner most objectionable.’’ Some shopkeepers say, “ For the 
last few days we have been observing the Pathans outraging the modesty of 
women openly.” Yet another man says, “Sometimes the Beluchi sepoys sta- 
tion themselves near my house and make indecent jokes on the ladies passing 
by. If one remonstrates with them, they fly at his throat. Only very 
recently I had to close the doors of my house on account of their mis- 
demeanours.”’ These are but a few of the many statements made by the various 
men who have complained to us. It will be seen that the Beluchis have 
made themselves a terror to the poor helpless women. ‘This grievance is not of 
to-day. The evil is of long standing, but within the last few days it seems to 
have assumed gigantic proportions. Some of the European officials may - 
perhaps be inclined to dismiss the subject from their mind by mentally re- 
marking, ‘‘ How could all that be? If there: were such a systematic ill-treat- 
ment of women by the Beluchis, as is alleged, would one not have heard, long 
ago, of complaints being lodged in the Courts of Law ?’’ But we shall remind 
them that respectable ladies of this place who are maltreated by these Beluchi 
ruffians will sooner die than recite the story of their maltreatment to any- 
body, be he their nearest relation, much less go to Court. Thatis by the 
way, however. Now the question is, “How long is this deplorable state of 
things to continue?’ Surely it is nothing short of scandalous that these sepoys 
should be able to insult women with impunity. It does not speak well for the 
British administration. We draw the pointed attention of Messrs. Mules anda 
Cox to this evil, which is by all accounts growing, and hope they will soon 
devise means to put an end fo it. : 


47. The Beluchis continue to be a terror to women. Day before yester- 
day, at about 2 o’clock, some four of them annoyed a 
respectable lady, so much so that she had to seek 
shelter in a neighbouring shop. Let the owner of 
the shop tell the tale himself. “I was sitting,’”’ says he, ‘‘in my shop with 

some friends, when I saw a respectable lady harassed by four Beluchis in a — 
most shameful manner. When she found them impudently obstinate, she ran 
up to my shop. On this I called out to my neighbours, but before they could 
come up, the Beluchis made good their escape.” On the same day, at about half 
past four, another gentleman witnessed an equally painfulsight. Says he: “ As 
many as twelve Beluchis dogged three respectable ladies in the bazar, indulging 
in all sorts of indecent gesticulations. One of them went so far as to raise, 
with his stick, the Peshgir of one of the ladtes about six inches high. God 
knows how my blood boiled within me at this. But I was helpless. When, 
however, the Beluchis left the ladies, I quietly followed them. On reaching 
the Sira Ghaut I asked the three sepoys standing there to get me the Beluchis’ 
names. ~They referred me to the Naik inside. That worthy referred me back 
to the sepoys. In this way I was shifted from pillar to post, butewith all that 
I did not succeed in getting the names. At this the Beluchis got emboldened 
- and hurled abuses and threats at me. I went inside the ghawt and kept there 
till the coast was clear.’”? What a pitiable state of affairs do the two statements 
mentioned above betray! We beseech the authorities in the name of justice 
to bestir themselves and free the people from the gross maltreatment to which 
they are being subjected. We also draw the attention of the authorities to the 
reprehensible conduct of the sepoys of the Sira Ghaut. One chief reason why 
the Beluchis have got so bold as to maltreat women openly and fearlessly is the 


Prabhat (195), 30th July, 
Eng. cols. | 
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cowardliness of the police, such as was displayed by the sepoys of the Sira Ghaut 
in the above incident. We aré indeed fortunate in having Mr, Cox as our 
Police Superintendent. We feel sanguine that he will take steps to puta stop 
to this lamentable state of things, as soon as he comes to know of it. 


48, The residents of Matiari would seem to be considerably inconvenienced 

pot by the present arrangements for the conveyance of 

Py of Matiar! (Sind e mails, It causes much unnecessary delay in the trans- 

 Prab hee (196), 23rd July, mission of letters to Hyderabad, Karachi and other 

Eng. cols. places. The mails take two days to reach Hyderabad. 

They leave Matiari at 7 ?.m., and reach Allahdino 

Sandan station, which is only 8 miles distant, next morning. Thence the post 
is carried on by train to Pad Idan and back and arrives at Hyderabad at - 

12 midnight. What an absurd arrangement this! Now if the mails were so 

despatched as to reach Sandan at 11 p.m. and catch the train proceeding to 


LE aang they would arrive at the latter place at 12 o’clock the same day, 


e learn that such a roundabout arrangement as the one referred to obtains in 
some other villages too. We hope the matter will be seen to by the authorities. 


Education. 
49, While fully sympathising with those who are striving to lighten the 
| burdens on our hardworked University students, we 
Bombay University Senate must confess we are very doubtful of the wisdom of 


and the question of passing the new scheme for the purpose to which the Senate 
examinations by compart- 


ain. has, under the guidance of Mr. Justice Ranade and 
~ Indian Spectator (4), 81st Myr. Mehta, now committed itself definitely. There 
July. , - ean be no disguising the fact that here we have seen 


a complete and a radical change of front on the ques- 
tion, on the part of the Senate. The original proposal of Mr. Justice Ranade was 
for the exemption of plucked candidates from having to passin the subject or sub- 
jects in which they had done particularly well, that is to say, if they had obtained 
4.5 per cent., i.e, half as many marks again as are the necessary minimum for a 
mere pass. The new scheme, however, is entirely different. Under it, every 
examination has been divided into compartments, two for the lower and three 
for the higher, and no distinction whatsoever is made between those who pass in 
all the subjects at one time and those who pass by instalments, even the. mini- 
mum percentage for a pass being the same for both. It, no doubt, means a 
lightening of the burden, but it is lightening it with a vengeance. Its worst 
fault is that it leaves no room for the better class of students—for those who 
can pass in all the groups prescribed at one examination, and only one—to 
distinguish themselves over the dullards. The effect cannot but be to lower 
the value of our degrees and the standard of education amongst us, and— 
what is worse even from the merely utilitarian point of view—to lower 
the estimation in which our degrees are held by the general public. Sup- 
posing the new scheme of examinations by compartments is brought into 


practice, the B.A.’s and LL.B.’s we shall turn out under it will long be looked 


upon as inferior to those that we now turn out, and we should not wonder if 
Government and the High Court prescribe their own standards for testing merit 
in distributing the patronage in their hands. It would bea pity, indeed, if depart- 
mental educational tests were to become superior to those of our University. 
The attempt to do a friendly service to the weaker of our students will end in 
marring the prospects of those who are ov. a higher level intellectually, and 
this it is which the advocates of cheap degrees will not see. We are writing at 
such length*on the subject, because we believe that the scheme. that has now 


- been sent up for adoption by Government can hardly be expected to close the 


subject. It is crude and imperfect, and it has not been before the Syndicate. 
It will very likely be sent back by Government for reconsideration by the 
Senate, and our only wish is that that ‘august body will once for all be able to 
arrive at a well-digested compromise, -acceptable to both the parties into which 
for the moment our Fellows seem to be hopelessly divided. The existing 
gar has, indeed, been’ cne of the most lamentable phenomena of cur local 
educational politics. for many years, and itis to this split that we owe the 
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non-settlement of the important questions of the vernaculars and a concession 
to students who fail in a.subject or two out of the many that are prescribed for 
our examinations, The spirit of opposition to the bitter end—of making no 
concession on either side—was but too evident at the last meeting of the Senate, 
It isnot thus that our University affairs can be managed either wisely or 
smoothly. We want badly a real spirit. of compromise; and if repeated exercise 
by Government of the right to veto even the proposals adopted by the Senate 
force on the rival Lege sweet reasonableness to patch up differences by mutual 
concessions, we 1 have good reason to welcome even that exercise of 
prerogative by the State, unpalatable in the abstract though it be. - 


50. Weare of opinion that Mr. Justice Ranade’s proposal will be of 
Champion {2), 81st Jul twofold gain. It will reduce cramming and it will lead 
pion 2), sist ealy: to a better assimilation of knowledge. The resultant 
of the two will be real culture. The fear that it will lower the standard is 
therefore groundless. On the contrary, the student will no more carry a load, 
which his memory has to carry up to the time of his examinations, to be thrown 
. away as soon as the examination is overand his purpose served. It is this load 
which does no good, that will be reduced by Mr. Ranade’s proposal. A smaller 
amount of cram will mean a greater leisure for acquiring and assimilati 
knowledge. It is said that it will be only the idle and the dullard who wi 
resort to examinations in parts. We are, however, of opinion that a student who 
confines himself to a few subjects each year and reaches a depth in those sub- 
jects, and thus passes his examinations in two or three parts, is much better 
educated than the one who just manages to touch the surface of all the subjects 
in a single year, however brilliant he may otherwise be. 


Municipalities. 


51. The Kesari is surprised to find that Lord George Hamilton should 
not be able, in answer to a question put to him in 
bag er Hamilton Parliament, to state ~~ 5 rove of —_— were 
aoe ne ee expenses charged on the Poona Municipality as plague ex- 
ae ee penis It further says :—It is very strange that the | 
Kesari (54), 2nd Aug. ecretary of State, who is informed of the most in- 
significant particulars that are likely to free him from 
any blame imputed to him, should not, at the same time, be informed of such 
important. particulars as may perhaps bring the officers of Government into 
disrepute. In answer to a question regarding the punishment inflicted upon 
Mr. Rowecroft of S4taéra who assaulted Mr, Sohoni, an assistant master in the 
local High School, Lord George referred to the insignificant fact that Mr. 
Sohoni was thinking of prosecuting Mr. Rowecroft, and thus deferred the consi- 
deration of awarding any departmental punishment to Mr. Rowecroft. Is it 
possible that when such insignificant things are communicated to the Secretary 
of State, he should not know that the Poona Municipality is taxed with 5 lakhs 
of rupees on account of the plague charges? Lord George might be ashamed 
to tell the Commons that the already embarrassed municipality of Poona was 
further burdened with such a big amount; but though he- has succeeded this 
time in evading to answer the question te to him in Parliament, we feel sure 
that he will have to admit one day that he is driven to impose the plague 
charges on the municipality owing to the miserable state of the Government 
treasury caused by the frontier war expenses. 


52, With regard to the rumour that Government intend to reduce 

the number of members elected to represent ‘the 

Approval of the reduction various wards from 16 to 10 and to raise that of the 
ps ce mane bs Bo cay nominated members from 10 bs ze ir Vya'pa'ri 
a eeeiiite cake aati 4 _ gays':—Though the Collector deciles give any 
en oo eas ———— a a a 7 this point, we have to thank the Gov- 
Vya'pa'ri (103), 31st July. ernment for the proposed change. _ Government 
ought to annihilate the boasted superiority of the 
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Poona Municipality in total defiance of any chafing on the part of some Native 
prints. What necessity is there for the right of election, and who has got capa- 
city and judgment enough to exercise that right ? Weare of opinion that Gov- 
ernment should go a step further and deprive the people altogether of the right 
to elect. Of course it cannot be maintained that because Poona deserved this 
franchise in 1885 it deserves it now. Dr. Barry’s view about the work of the 
Poona rage yf sufficiently warrants the adoption of this step by Govern- 
ment. Dr. Barry had nothing to gain by making a false report. We think 
Government will not be in the wrong if they enforce any new regulations for 
the Poona Municipality. — 


58. The Kardchi Municipality must have indeed grown singularly un- 
mindful of its duties when it makes an unconscion- 
Municipal affairs at ably long delay in refunding octroi duties to merchants. 
Karschi. (196), 30th July, One Of the merchants has served it with a notice 
thas. onde. — % through a local pleader that he will sue the muni- 
cipality if he does not get his money back within a 
specified time. These octroi duties paid by the merchants are like money de- 
posited, which must be returned wholly or partially, as the case may be, as soon 
as an export certificate is produced. It is very disgraceful that the municipality . 
should fail in the immediate adjustment of claims of this character and make 
itself liable to be dragged into court. The fact that it has come to the end of 
its financial tether may explain, but cannot justify, its conduct, 


54, Thanks to the manly frankness of Mr. Vincent, the Standing Com- 

a mittee has been enabled to extricate itself from the 

: Rg egg ol Sgponr yr uneviable position into which it had placed itself by 
proposal of sealers refresh. 2d0pting the project of opening, on the Corporation’s 


ment-room in the Victoria account, a grog-shop in the Victoria Gardens, as a 


Gardens, Bombay. means to attract larger numbers there. Mr. Vincent 
Peg Baga ced (*), As had in the beginning supported the proposal, but has 
3] - July, ins ’ had the manliness to reconsider his opinion and 


change it entirely on consultation with the superior 
officers of the force under his charge. ‘These believe that the “ refreshment 
room ” in the gardens will be frequented by the lower and the more rowdy and 
boisterous classes, and their hilarity under the influence of drink will scare 
away women and children and the better class of people that frequent the 
Gardens. This knocked the bottom out of the scheme, though the Collector of 
Customs had naturally fallen in with the proposal, if Government got Rs. 500 
for the necessary license. We hope this will be the last instance, as it has been 
the first, of our Corporation figuring asan applicant for a license for a “ refresh- 
ment room.” [The Native Opinion, writing on the same subject, says :—The 
Police Commissioner is to be highly praised for his frank opposition in a matter 
which concerns the general public.] 


Native States. 


55, It has leaked out that Lieutenant-Colonel Hunter, the Political 
_ Agent of Kéthi4wdr, wrote to Major A. Ashby, Pre- 
BB oy rane wee Kg sident of the Rajasthanik Court, to decide a certain 
tical Agent, Kéthidwar, in Case of the Bhayats. against the J unagad State, in 
connection with a certain favour of the State, that this letter is on the files of 
— in the Rajasthanik a Court and Wiss ra aa edn decided 
sis . , ., the case accordingly. If this be true, it is very strange 
144), 3 ist Jaly Minaya that any attempt should be made by the Political 
(144), 31st July y P . iP 
| Agent to influence the decisions of the Rajasthanik 
Court, which is quite independent of him, We request the Bombay Government 
to make due enquiries into this, Mr. Purshottamrai Sundarji Zala, who is 
_ the Diwan de facto and who is full of intrigues, ‘seems to have brought. his 
influence to bear on the Political Agent in this connection. _ 


age 
eae 


Pot 


25 


56. The main object with which the department of the Political Agent 
Was first established was that it should ‘act’as a 
nous to adorei "3 mediator or an See and Native Chiefs, but 
connection with the appoint- in course of time the Political Agenc an to inter. . 
the Political A eeney. posts in fere with the internal feng Py the Native 
Praja Bandhu (114), sist States also. We think that Civilians are better suited 
Fly os than military men to fill the responsible posts of 
bes, eer Political Agents and their Assistants. Moreover, the 
number of Native Civilians is on the increase and we fail to understand 
why Natives, who are found eligible for responsible posts in other branches 
of the public service, should be excluded from high posts in the Political 
Department. We request Government to throw open the department to 
Civilians and also to recognise the worth of able and experienced Native 
Civilians by appointing them Political Agents or their Assistants, as they ate 
better fitted than Europeans to make the relations between Government and the 


Native States more and more cordial. 


57. The administration of the Wadhwan State is far from satisfactory, in- 
asmuch as the responsible posts in the State have 

Administration of the been monopolised by relations and friends of the K4r- 
Wadhwan Stato in Kéthié- phéri, Mr. Samaldass Chhaganlal, who is in the good 
tory. graces of Lieutenant-Colonel Hunter, the Political 
Ka'théa'wa'dno Hima'yati Agent, Kathidwar. There are also bitter complaints 
(144), 3lat July. about the indebtedness of the State and the oppression 
and injustice prevailing in it. We request the Bom- 

bay Government to take due steps in the matter in the interests of the Thakor 


and his subjects. 


58. We hear that Prince Ranjitsinhji is moving the Political Agent, 
cas uae 4 Kathidwar, in the matter of his claim to the gadi of 
a Ranjiteinhji in i, the Jamnagar State. It is, we hear, his intention to 
matter of his claim to the Ultimately take his case before the authorities in | 
gadi of Jamnagar in Kathié- England, if it be decided against him by the autho- 
— , _, ., Yitiesin India. We note with concern the tendency 
a rr yng ei Himayatt of some of the Hindu Chiefs of Kéthidwér to. 
4 take Muhammadan wives. This is against Hindu 
religion, The late Jam had done so and the present incumbent of the gadi 
has sprung from such an alliance. We hope, therefore, that taking all circum- 
stances into consideration the British Government will declare valid the adgp- 


tion of Prince Ranjitsinhji by the late Jam. 3 
Intelligence extracted from the Press. 


59. A correspondent writes:—On Saturday the 23rd July last, the mem- 
bers of the Sind Branch of the Central National 
Entertainment in honour Muhammadan Association of India entertained the 
of the Honourable Mr. James. F{onourable Mr. James, Commissioner in Sind, at 
sare freak Wied. of his depar- Kiamari on the occasion of his departure from the 
Kardchi Ohronicle (5), 31st province. The passengers’ shed was suitably deco- 
July. se rated. The Band of the Bombay 1st Grenadiers played 
a selection of music at intervals. Both European and 

Indian sections of the community were fully represented there. Many Zamin- 
dars from different parts of the province assisted at the function. Altogether a 
large number of well-known people were present and the scene was a gay one. 
It is acknowledged by all right-thinking, impartial and straightforward gentle- 

men that Sind can ill afford to lose the services of so upright and just a ruler. 


: | ce near Talti has reached us. As the report goes, 
| e ages "* ele by name Isar, while returning with his daughter 
Report of an outrege com- to Talti in the early hours of the morning about fifteen 

mitted by Ladmashes on ® days ago, was pounced upon by some badmashes, who 
highway near Talti (Sind). assaulted and-injured the Bania and his camelman. 
Pheeniz (8), 30th July. The men then turned their attention to the kajuwa in 


‘which the poor man’s daughter was travelling, but fortunately yielding to the 


PS ee ee en eke a er ted 
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tender entreaties of the parent only confined themselves to robbing the girl of 
her ornaments, not sparing even her dandras (finger rings), which could be 


removed only with immense torture to the victim. 


61. It is rumoured that Government have inflicted a penalty of Rs. 80,000 
on the Thakor of Lakhtar. Various causes are 
assigned for this action of Government, but there is 
no proper foundation for them. In. the same way 
various unfounded rumours are current about Gov- 
ernment compelling His Highness the Thakor of 
Limbdi to stay at Poona. There is also a rumour that 
We do not believe 


Rumours in connection 
with certain Chiefs of Kaéthié- 


war. 
Ka'thia wa'dno 
(144), 31st July. 


Hima'yatr 


up 


the life of the present Thakor of Bhavnagar is in jeopardy. 


this, but we warn him to be on his guard against his incapable and intriguing 


courtiers. . 


G. M. SA’THE, 
Reporter on the Native Press. 


Ojjice of tke Reporter on the Native Press, 


New Secretariat, Bombay, 9th August 1898. 
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tender entreaties of the parent only confined themselves to robbing the girl of 
her ornaments, not sparing even her bandras (finger rings), which could be 
removed only with immense torture to the victim. 


61. It is rumoured that Government have inflicted a penalty of Rs. 80,000 

| upon the Thakor of Lakhtar. Various causes are 

Rumours in connection assigned for this action of Government, but there is 

with certain Vhiefs of Kéthié- no proper foundation for them. In the same way 

"Ea'thia'wa'dno Hima'yax; Various unfounded rumours are current about Gov- 

(144), 31st July. ernment compelling His Highness the Thakor of 

Limbdi to stay at Poona. There is also a rumour that 

the life of the present Thakor of Bhavnagar is in jeopardy. We do not believe 

this, but we warn him to be on his guard against his incapable and intriguing 
courtiers. 


G. M. SA’THE, 
Reporter on the Native Press. 


Ojjice of the Keporter on the Native Press, 
New Secretariat, Bombay, 9th August 1898. 
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Notes.—A. The notices from the different Newspapers have been collected in the Report under different heads 
which are printed in italics. 

B. The names of Newspapers are printed in the margin of the Report in italics, and the number of the News 
paper in the above list is printed in brackets after the name, Re 


C. The system of spelling vernacular words followed by the Reporter is the same as that adopted in the 
Official Spelling List of the Bombay ocr One peculiar feature of this system is that wnen the long (a Of 
or d) is the last letter of a word, the accent is left out, and the short a(H] =u in gun) is, to prevent confusion, 
never placed at the end of a word, This rule has been strictly followed, except that when the short a appears to be 
absolutely necessary to complete the.pronunciation of a word, asin Arunodaya or the well-known Mitra, it is printed 
with a mark over it to indicate that it is short, thus—-d, | 


D. The figures giving the circulation or number of copies published of each newspaper and peri(dical as 
furnished by the proprietor, are not guaranteed as accurate, and_in some instances must be regarded with 2 ution. 
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4 
Le Politics and the Public Administration, 


1. In the first of its series of articles headed, “ Is land a civilized 
_._ nation?” the Indu Prakdsh says :—The conquerors of i 
“Is England « civilized the ancient world were conquerors pure et simple— | 


pe men of blood and iron. But there was one redeeming lif 
inc kg oe (14), Sth feature about them: they never pretended to be any- | 


thing else; they admitted that they were tyrants. 
Conquered people knew, therefore, what they should expect from their masters. 
But modern conquerors are more consummate actors and greater hypocrites. They im) 
have cultivated the art of adding insult to injury. With the blandest of smiles | 
they talk of “ paternal”? Government and “enlightened” principles, of “ con- 
science ”’ in politics and “ missions”’ to better the condition of conquered races. {| 
And yet they systematically stick to them like long-starved leeches or fierce : 
vampires and drain to their heart’s content the very heart-blood of the victims Oe 
of their conquest. And yet these are the men that with supreme audacity call 
the ancients oppressive tyrants and monsters of iniquity, and think themselves 
to be paragons of humanity and. justice, the acme of civilization. What then . ! 
is the standard of gauging the “ civilization ’? of a nation ? What is the criterion : 
by which one should judge of the title of a nation to call itself civilized? Can i 
a nation be called civilized simply because its statesmen wear “ chimney-pots” 
and have refined the rude diplomacy of old days into a most elastic and intricate | 
science based on dissimulation ? Are mills and railways and the thousand other 
comforts ’’? which science has evolved for the use of mankind the only index 
of civilization in the highest and truest sense of the word? Do these “ cold 
comforts ’”’ constitute all the essentials of civilization? We beg to assure most 
‘humbly our fair friends of the West in general and our present fair rulers in 
particular, that they do not. Civilization, real and manly, is to be judged by 
a higher standard, a nobler criterion. It is to be judged by the love of justice, 
~ not abstract but concrete, by national righteousness, by the possession of a t 
“national conscience,” The “cold comforts”’ of science will be a curse to 1 
humanity if they are not followed by moral earnestness in a nation. Judged by | 
this standard, is there even ove nation in the most “advanced ”’ of continents that 
can be called really civilized ? We are very much pained to answer this question 
in the negative. The so-called civilized nations of modern times fail, in our i 
humble opinion, most ignominiously in satisfying this test. And the worst of 
it is-that we are obliged to declare—whatever the pain and misery of so 
doing-—that even England—the land of the free, with whom is entwined our 
destiny—fails to stand the test of this standard. We know what it is to 
make an assertion like this in the present extremely ruffled state of things 
in India, with a thousand swords of Damocles ever threatening to descend upon 
our devoted heads. But we are safe in the armour of truth and will not shriak 
from calling a spade a spade. If history and facts are to be relied on to reveal 
the true character of a nation, then indeed we shall be justified in putting 
complete faith in English history as written by Englishmen. ,Whether we suc- : 
ceed in proving our case to the hilt we will leave the world to judge. It is only | a 
necessary here to mention that we are actuated by ‘the purest of motives in a 
dipping into this rather painful subject. Better for.a powerful nation that has | 
the fate of one-fifth of the human race in the hollow of its hands to hear bitter A ae 
truth about itself than to be living in a fool’s paradise. When the intention is ie 
pure the utterance of such bitter truth should be welcomed and not despised. 
With the full assurance that our remarks will be-received in this light, we will 
in our next attempt to answer the question—is England a civilized nation in 
the truest and most human sense of the word ? edt 


%. One who does not possess the pride of one’s own does not deserve heen 
| | the appellation of ‘man.’ Our ancestors were full of | 
Loss of the pride of one’s this spirit and therefore it is that we read of a glorious 
cai amongst the Indian past recorded by historians. The Maratha supine 
Oe ke owes its very establishment to this pride on the part 
) Gur jae gee, of Shivaji anid his comrades, the ‘ Mawalis’ Surely ; Wl 
; brave men like Bajirao I, Nana Fadanvis, Bapu Gokhale and others, who, totally - 
unmindful of witd, ‘rain and sun and quite regardless of thirst and hunger, ie. 
“con 319—3 | 
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used to risk their lives, would not have fought hard withfheir encmics and » 
carried their banner to Attock, had they not possessed #igh notions of national 
honour. From this we conclude that for securing the prosperity of one’s own 
country and such other objects of self-interest, there is at present no such sharp 
instrument as the spirit of self-respect. If we closely enquire into the causes 
that have led to the present miserable state of our country, we shall find that owing 
to the rise of social reformers and their pupils amongst us, we have utterly lost 
that beneficent spirit of national honour which was formerly imbued in our 
minds in our very childhood. It is really very disgraceful that we should 
ungrudgingly yield to the oppression to which foreigners are subjecting and 
sit calmly looking on the misery of India and her people. Many of us attribute 
this state of things to fate and stars, but they commit a serious blunder in not 
tracing all this to the loss of pride of our own amongst us. In fine, no one 
professing to be a Hindu should ever forget that, so long as this feeling of 
national honour is not revived amongst us, there is no possibility of an improve- 
ment taking place in ourselves and in our country. 


3. While writing about the nomination of the Right Honourable Mr. Cur- 

zon, M.P., as Viceroy of India, the Bombay Samdchar 

Nomination of the Right observes:—Mr. Curzon has served under the Prime 

= acy 3 wa Curzon 83 Minister, Lord Salisbury, as Under Secretary for 
Viceroy of india... (jan) Foreign Affairs forthe last three years. The abilit 

Bombay Samichor (125), : 8 en ee Sg : . y 

12th Aug. displayed by him in his books and the experience gained 

by him as Under Secretary for India and for Foreign 

Affairs must have very probably led the Home Government to appoint him 

Viceroy of India in the present extraordinary circumstances of the country. 

We will not pass any hasty. opinion about how his regime will turn out; for 

we have hitherto had several instances of opinions formed and hopes entertained 

about the regimes of Viceroys and Governors from their past career or con- 

nections, having proved much mistaken after actual experience. The new 

Viceroy is only thirty-nine years of age, yet the responsible posts which he has 

been able to attain to afford good evidence of his abilities, and we hope that by 

means of them he will earn the blessings of the Indian people. The reasons why 


‘we are more hopeful about him than we were about other Viceroys are that 
he has not only been a member of Parliament, but has gained experience as a 


responsible statesman, and that he is therefore better calculated to favourably 
consider the epinions and aspirations of the British Indian subjects. | 


4, It is announced that Mr. Curzon will soon step into the shoes of Lord 
Elgin. We are afraid, natives of India will not 
receive this announcement with feelings of unalloyed 
satisfaction. We think Lord Balfour would have 
been more welcome. He is well talked of by our English friends and is said | 
to be of a calm temperament. But Mr. Curzon is quite the opposite of this. 
He is comparatively a young man, but what is worse, an inveterate “ globe- 
trotter’? with hobbies of his own about “ eastern ’’ questions and a thorough- 
going “ Imperialfst’’ with “ Advance Britannia’? on his standard. We fear 
such a politician will bea very unwelcome guest to India even for five years. 
Let us, however, hope for the best. 1f the lessons of Lord Elgin’s administra- 
tion have had any effect upon British statesmen, it will not be too much to hope 
that Mr. Curzon will open a new leaf. a 


Indu Prakdsh (14), 11th 
Aug., Eng. cols. 


5. The Right Honourable Mr. Curzon, who succeeds His Excellency Lord 
Jémoe-Jameked (189), 12th  _/8in a8 Viceroy of India, comes witha big name, It 
dm-e-Jamshed (19°), 12th +, Well known to the people of India that he is not 
only a staunch advocate, but an out-and-out admirer of 


the objectionable f rontier policy. It is therefore feared that the state of the 


Indian findnces may sink from bad to worse during his régime; but we ask 
the people not to be hasty in arriving at this conclusion. Probably he may 
change his avowed opinions on assuming charge of the responsible post of 


Viceroy. It is also possible that his views might have already undergone some 


iange on account of the light thrown on the frontier affairs since the Chitral 
rah expeditions. If he gives to this country the benefit of his personal 
xperience in the Foreign Office in England by relieving the Indian Treasury of — 
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the burdensome frontier expenses and throwing them on that country, he will ae 
lay India under an ever-lasting obligation. | ae = 
6, His Excellency Lord Ae xy _ — himself so unpopular that the ae 
ge meee people of India will not be sorry even if he leave this a 
Bhimsen (124), m3 Aug. country before the ex tiation, of his term of ioe. E 
The people were anxious to know the name of His Excellency’s successor and og 
that anxiety has been allayed by- the recent announcement on the subject. We Lh 
refrain from expressing any opinion about the Right Honourable Mr. George Te 
‘N. Curzon until we have some experience of him, but we may here mention that il 
there has been hardly a single Viceroy hitherto, who had. studied the political | 
and frontier questions first-hand before his appointment. From the past career i 
of the honourable gentleman it appears that he is an experienced. politician. | 1 
It is therefore hoped that when he comes here he will pay careful attention to } 
political matters and will commit no mistake in connection with the frontier : 
question, He appears rather too young for the high and responsible post to ae 
which he has been nominated, but we have no reason to be disappointed on that : 
account, as In some cases young men have fared better than even grown up 
ones. 


7. The natural bent of the new Viceroy being towards the further develop- 
‘ent Pak ment of the Indian army andthe expansion of the 
‘sik hu OES North-West frontier, we fear that the elated military 

. officers at Simla will obstruct the completion of internal 
improvements by inducng Mr. Curzon to undertake a fresh expedition on the 
frontier. Mr. Curzon, ibeing very clever and energetic, is a man of strong con- 
victions, and we content ourselves with hoping that he will keep in mind the 
duty of performing some great thing for India and will not let slip any oppor- 
tunity that may present itself to him of so doing. 


8. The Executive Engineer, Bombay, writes to the papers to explain that 
: his department (the Public Works Department) is not 
Disfigurement of the Queen’s responsible for the Queen’s statue having remained. 
ac aa ™ ow = the so long in its present condition, disfigured by the 
‘ Totian Spectator <4), 7th hand of some mad ruffian, and further disfigured by 
Aug. the muffling paraphernalia of rotten mattresses. It 
appears that Bombay has to thank its municipality 
for the delay in discharging an obvious and, one might say, imperative duty. — - 
Was it nobody’s duty all these months to see that the Queen’s statue was set “ae 
right? Could not the Gaikwad, whose ancestor presented the city with this || 
beautiful work, call upon the municipality to reclaim it in time?. Could not the a 
Corporation do it, nor the public of Bombay? Was it no one’s business to 
see that the statue was made presentable for the Jubilee or for the Birth- 
day ceremonial ? What was the municipality mooning about all these months ? 
And if the municipality was too incompetent or too remiss in its duty, where was j 
~ Government? We hope the plague did not paralyze the one as it demoralized i 
the other. According to the KXxecutive Engineer, his department could have al 
cleaned the statue easily enough. Government could well have set that 
department in motion if it found the municipality dawdling over it too long. 


9, Itisabsurd to mix the plague, the punitive police, the municipality and 
the Poona conspiracy in a hopeless confusion, as the 
Lord George Hamilton and Secretary of State for India has done. Lord George 
thie theory Be a political con- Hamilton says the punitive police is not to be with- 
gre A po (7), 7 oer drawn, when a beginning in the direction has been made 
ys Pa OAN | long ago. He says nothing of remitting the cost of the 
unitive police to the municipality. He ought to know that Government cannot 
but bear the whole cost of the punitive police, as the Poona people have been com- 
letely proved to be innocent in the matter of the Ganeshkhind murders. As 
or the conspiracy, the Secretary of State, we are sorry to find, has not even the 
tact to accept with good.grace what has been already accepted beyond redemp- 
tion by the Bombay Government. The Darbar speech of the Honourable Mr, 
Crowe was regarded by the whole country as an authoritative declaration, on 


the part of the Bombay Government, of its convictions.: Except as a repre- 
sentative of the Bombay Government, Mr. Crowe had no business to make -a 
pronouncement like the one he has made. His speech bespeaks disappointment, 


as it-were, on the part of himself and the Bombay Government, that such 
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_ a prolonged enquiry, conducted by such expert men, should have proved so 
5). barren in its results, But whether it was disappointment or not, both the Judge 
and the Government, through the Agent, ultimately avcepted the result like 
sensible people, and the speech of Mr. Crowe was the honest, though unwilling, 
admission of the Bombay Government, generous enough to do justice to the 
people, though worsted in a strenuous effort to stick the sin of a seditious con- 
spiracy to them. The ghost of a conspiracy was therefore taken as finally laid 
down till the other day, when we find Lord George trying to blow the wind 
- through its nostrils again. We are sure, however, that Lord George’s utter- 
ances about the conspiracy are irresponsible and idle, For the sake of official 
consistency at least the Secretary of State should have refrained from alluding to . 
the Poona conspiracy in that manner ; for it is more than thirteen months since 
the Ganeshkhind murders were committed, and even the most barbarous Govern- 
ment would be ashamed to own that there was a conspiracy at the bottom of 
those murders, and that it remained yet: to be discovered, defying the skill of the 
ordinary, the additional, the punitive, the special, the secret, the detective, and 
@ what not, kind of police. 


10. It was only the other day that we referred to the tactics of Lord 
George Hamilton in replying to questions asked by 
Lord George Hamilton and members of Parliament on Indian affairs. Lord 
oT ‘in Probeoh i) oot, acon has somewhere said that politics is meant only 
hia, ‘ae, ote ) for a select few. The Secretary of State is not only a 
staunch adherent of this doctrine, but seems to think 
i | that those select few mean no more than his great self and his underlings here 
7 | | and in the India Office. Moreover, the ways in which he justifies his measures 
; are so remarkable for the ability they display that, were they equally remark- 
able for candour and honesty, they would entitle him to great praise. As his 
latest performance in this direction, we would refer to his reply to Mr. Herbert 
Roberts, when the latter enquired ‘“ whether, in view of the financial difficulties of 
the municipality of Poona, and that noevidence whatever was forthcoming at the 
Re 2 trial of Damodar for the murders connecting the municipality with their incep- 
my tion, he would order the removal of the punitive force and remit the.cost 
i to the municipality.’ The Great Mogul was pleased to reply: ‘“ At the 
recent trial, the question whether there had been a conspiracy was not in- 
vestigated, there was but one prisoner, and the only evidence adduced was 
directed to show that he had committed the murders. The absence of evidence 
wmplicating others does not therefore seem to be a sound ground for ordering 
the withdrawal of the additional force.” The italics are ours. We cannot 
conceive a more senseless reply than this. Ii the absence of evidence impli- 
cating others in the Poona murders is not “ a sound ground” for withdrawing 
the punitive force, will the Secretary of State take the people into his confi- 
dence with regard to the nature of the grounds which, in his view, would be 
sufficient for taking that step? A year has elapsed since the murders were. 
perpetrated, and if during such a long period and with the utmost efforts on the 
part of the police not a shred of evidence can be adduced to prove the existence 
of a conspiracy in Poona, is not that a valid reason for withdrawing the punitive 
police and thus somewhat lightening the oppressive burden imposed upon the 
Poona Municipality ? Lord George Hamilton must be blessed with a super- 
human brain, if he cannot think so. But it is no use taking this Secretary of 
State seriously : it is seldom, if ever, that he speaks common sense; and judging 
from his spirit which acts like an evil star on the destinies of this country, it 
would be too much to expect that he will ever be brought to see the fatuity of 
his policy towards the Indian people and the serious mischief it has already 
. . done. By the bye, it may be noticed that Lord George Hamilton has taken 
i: a hint from Lord Sandhurst, He does not now use the word ‘punitive,’ but 
_ © additional.’ aoe | | ee ey Ane 
11. In reply to Mr, Sadashivrao Natu’s petition, Government has simply 
ES to say that in conformity with a certain section of 
Reply of the Bombay Gov- the ulation XXV of 1827 the petition for the 
ernment to the petition made prisoners must be signed and sent in by the prisoners 
by co Sevag Nata on themselves, and that therefore the petition of Mr. 


ss  “Native Opinion 6), 11th Sadashivrao cannot be considered. This is certainly 


reply may ‘be in the 
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The petition of Mr. Sadashiv Ramchandra Natu will of course now be sent to 
the authorities duly signed by the prisoners themselves, as has been suggested. 
But with due deference to the collective wisdom of the Secretariat and of His 
Excellency the Governor’s Council, let us put the authorities one question. 
Mr. 8S. R. Natu and his imprisoned brothers still form a joint Hindu family. 
All their moveable and immoveable property was distrained. Though the former 
was ordered to be restored, that part of the latter which belongs to the petitioner 
S. R. Natu by the law of inheritance has not been separated from the rest and 
made over to him, but continues to be under the administration of the Collector 
of Pcona. This isan anomaly of which Mr. 8S. R. Natu has just cause to 
complain. He is also justified in asking, if his interpretation of the regula- 
tion is to be accepted, that the estates of the Natus be not burdened with 
the cost of their maintenance, for such a burden would fall proportionately 
on his share of the patrimony. We think, therefore, that Mr. Sadashivrao was 
perfectly within his rights in petitioning the Government on these points, and 
Government must be prepared to argue them with him. Government has, 
however, under a specious pretext consigned his petition to the waste paper 
basket. On the ground of common sense the people would have expected 
the Government to take the petition of Mr. S. R. Natu into its serious consi- 
deration, particularly as it claimed redress for personal injury, which is in fact 
the outcome of the proceedings which Government has taken against his two 
brothers. : 


12. The Bombay correspondent of the Hindu writes on the subject of the 
Honourable Mr. Nugent’s recent visit to Mr. Tilak in 
_ The Honourable Mr. the Yerrowda Jail: “In writing to you of this inci- 
oo visit to Tilak in dent ina previous issue, I told you I could not agree in 
goers (14), 11t2 the uncharitable view some people took of this visit. 
Aug., Eng. cols. I find I was quite right in the view 1 was induced to 
take by my faith in the general character of English- 
men. The honourable member is going to England fora few days, and I have 
little doubt that the visit was a preparation for it. No doubt some good will 
come out of it, Very likely what I wrote to you some weeks before will 
happen. Mr. Tilak will probably be given the benefit of the rule framed last 
year, authorizing the jail authorities to recommend for release any prisoner 
whose unexpired sentence is within six months and whose conduct is considered. 
deserving of such indulgence.” i 


13, Referring to the answer given by the Secretary of State for India to 

the question put in Parliament regarding the treat- 

Lord George Hamiltonand ment received by Mr. Sohoni of Satara at the hands of 
ge peg aan ccsee 4... Lieutenant Rowecroft, the Shri Saydji Vijaya says :— 
6th iin i rr. CG) the regret of Lord Hamilton, the notice taken by the 
Bombay Government, and Lord George’s wise deter- 
mination not to take any further action at present are all of a piece with the cal- 
lous disregard for the feelings of a native of this country, which characterises the 
behaviour of the members of the ruling race. Lord Sandhurst has taken serious 
notice of the offence, indeed! He at once remanded the plucky Lieutenant to 
his ordinary military duty! We wonder why a V. C. was not bestowed on him. 
Now, what would Lord Reay have done in the circumstances? Would he 
have remained satisfied with simply remanding Lieutenant Rowecroft to mili- 
tary duty? ‘Would he have left Mr. Sohoni to seek justice in the ordinary 
expensive way of criminal proceedings? Would he have treated it as an ordi- 
nary case of assault, deserving, at the worst, a fine of a few rupees and involving 
no larger issues? We emphatically answer these questions in the negative. 
We know what he did when a Secretary ventured to modify his orders. We 
have not forgotten how dearly an Assistant Collector had to pay for having 
insulted a funeral. We are confident that Lord Reay would at least have 
degraded the Lieutenant, and forced him to tender an unqualified apology to 
the injured party. He was a courageous and righteous Governor. During his 
‘regime the Anglo-Indian vagaries were well kept under check, the rights and 
feelings of the governed were protected and respected, and that excellent 
Governor has earned a reward in the good wishes of a grateful people, Lord 
Sandhurst belongs to the same political party in England; but His Lordship’s 
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home liberalism, like some wines, seems to have deteriorated in crossing the 


4 14. Itis stated that the salaries of the members of the Councils of the 
if Viceroy and the Governors of Bombay and Madras are 
| th bg-sehna pop og oe hoa to be increased all round. The interesting question, 
y , 
and Governors of Bombay however, arises, how can the Secretary of State increase 
and Madras and the increase the pay of these offices, which are once for all fixed by 
recently sanctioned a a statute, without resorting to Parliament to get the 
ink ty om gg (%), 8th statute amended? This would thus appear to be a 
hehe case in which the Secretary of State has acted clearly 
in violation of the statute, and the further question as to the legality of the 
present increase in the salaries might very weli arise. If the grant of exchange 
compensation is found to be inadmissible and illegal, we fail to see how an 
increase of pay—a stronger case, surely—can be found to be legal. ‘There is 
also another aspect of the case worthy of notice. Exchange compensation is at 
best a temporary measure, and can be hoped to be dispensed with if the Govern- 
ment succeeds in their attempts to make exchange stable by introducing a gold 
currency. Thus there can be said to be at any rate a very distant prospect of 
the burden being some day or other removed from the shoulders of the people 
of India, whereas the present increase of salaries, once granted, will be per- 
manent. One thing, however, is certain, that the fiat of the Secretary of State 
has gone forth to put one more turnto the screw, to the extent of Rs, 20,000 
annually, 


4 15. Referring to the Secretary of Stafe’s sanction for increasing the salaries 
| . hae nO of members of the Viceregal and Provincial Executive 
‘ se ———— Councils, the Indu Prakdsh writes:—The Secretary 
6 of State can well become generous at the cost of the 
poor Indian, who works with only one meala day. Was not Rupees six thousand 
and five hundred a sufficient salary for the Councillors to enable them to pass their 
time in balls and parties at Simla for eight months out of the year? Even the 
Prime Minister of England does not get half of this salary. Lord George Hamilton 
might probably have rewarded the officers for their work of last year. The 
members of the Viceregal Executive Council had made a contract, as it were, to 
carry out in full the mandates of the Secretary of State in the matter of 
legislative enactments, while those of the local executive obeyed his injunc- 
tions regarding the prosecution of prominent editors of Native newspapers. We 
do not see why the Councillors should not be content with drawing double the pay 
of a Prime Minister, Would they have starved had their pay not been increased ? 
Does not the Government know that poor Natives, serving in the Military and 
Educational Departments, have to drudge all along on very low pay? We have 
no hope of these matters being mended so long as Lord George is the Secretary 
of State and Lord Elgin the Viceroy of India. 


16. While the Congress has been struggling to obtain fresh rights and for 
wis ‘tilies Wiel tee the eradication of evils that exist in the administration 
oa ie siheais porabar a of the country, the Government has deprived us of 
for discussion at its next some of the most cherished rights, of the possession of 
sitting at Madras. which we thought we were secure. The freedom of 
Indu, Prakish (14), Sth speech and writing which was granted to us at a time 
Ang. Aig: oom. when the English people could hardly have been 
thoroughly secure of their position in this country has been most ungener- 
ously taken away from us. The new Press law will always be the greatest 
hindrance to the work of the Congress. As the editor of the Review of 
- Reviews expressed it, it is worthy only of a despotic and irresponsible Govern- 
ment like that of Russia; and every effort must be made by the Congress to 
get it ex] ounged from the statute book. Then, there is’ the question involved 
in the arbitrary deportation of the Natu brothers. That, too, will have to be 
threshed out; and the Congress will have to repeat its emphatic declaration - 
made last year on that un-English and highly unjust enactment—Bombay 
Regulation XXV of 1827. That pernicious regulation, coupled with the new 
Sedition Act, makes the vaunted personal and mental liberty: under British rule 
almost insecure in this country; and the repeal of both the Act and the Regu- 
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lation ought to be a chief plank in the Congress platform this year. And then 
there is one important question affecting the method of our political agitation, 
which we beg to urge most earnestly upon the attention of the Congress. We 
regard it as an essential condition of the success of our political agitation that 
the Congress should send every year some of its leading members to the land 
of our rulers, to carry on the fight in the heart of the enemy’s territory. We 
trust the ensuing Congress will realize the necessity of trying to adopt means 
to carry out this suggestion from next year. 


17. A thoughtful — 7 re Deccan or Konkan will not fail to be con- 

Me , vinced of the utterly destitute and forlorn condition 

ace dee e Ped —.. of the agricultural classes. Poor agriculturists! They 
be wretched and suggestions toil and moil in the sultry heat of the sun, and work 
made with a view to improve hard day and night throughout the year, and yet 
it. his Baa C1. ta they are found to be living from hand to mouth. 
Aug,, Eng, aoa (1%), At the present day they are in the same destitute con- 
: dition in which they were some hundreds of years ago. 

A question therefore naturally arises, what should be the fundamental or primary 
cause of the poverty and wretchedness of our agricultural classes? A positive 
answer to this question can be nothing else but ignorance and want of education 
among the poor people, Land tax is one of the chief sources of Government 
revenue, and local fund cess is an auxiliary of the land tax. The agriculturists 
are liable to both of them, and these taxes are regularly and punctually recovered 
from them. It therefore seems just and reasonable that Government should 
do something that will improve the wretched state of the agricultural classes of 
this country, It is true that these classes have no taste for education and .they 
cannot therefore appreciate its value. To improve them is the duty of the 
Government. Unless /ree and compulsory education is introduced among them, 
there is no hope of their advancing. Schools are open to them, but they are 


such a bad and unfortunate lot that they will never for a moment give a deliberate 


thought to this all-important subject. They know and see with their eyes that 
educated people manage their own affairs in a better way and are in far better 
circumstances than themselves, and yet the thought of availing themselves of 
the good opportunities offered them for improving their own condition does not 
creep into their minds. Should our benign Government take this important. 
subject into their kind consideration, they will get the credit of achieving a 
great success. Inattention to this subject on the part of Government will make 
things go from bad to worse, and the poor agriculturists will ultimately be 
reduced to an extremely deplorable condition. 


18. The experience of 1877 showed that scarcity of food is invariably fol- 


lowed by dacoities and riots, and the present year is — 


Dacoities in different dis- only witnessing a repetition of the same tale, not only 
— ry Bombay Presi- in Nsik, but to a certain extent in other districts 
"Mehcdtte (7) "Te hon also, such as Sdtdéra, Belgaum and Sholépur. The dis- 
— tress in Théina and Nasik is intensified owing to the 
curtailment of the forest privileges, and consequently the dacoities there 
areon a larger and more organised scale. That these dacoits are men im- 
pelled to these practices by starvation is proved by the fact that the victims 
of their depredations are mostly Brahmin and Marwadi sdéwkars, who are 
their usual creditors and upon whom, therefore, their wrath is chiefly vented. 
The dacoits possess guns, swords and other arms and consequently the Nasik 
police have been hitherto powerless against them. The police have long been 
found incapable of coping with them effectively, and Government has therefore 
done well to send a military force to put a stop to the depredations. We have, 
of course, no doubt that the dacoities willsoon be put a stop to and the culprits 
brought to book. But will the duty of Government end there? Are they not 
bound to enquire into the causes of this sudden ebullition of the lawless: propen- 
sities of the Th4na forest tribes? If it be true that the dacoits are mostly 
people driven to the present course by the pinch of poverty, is it not the dut 
of Government to do something to ameliorate the condition of the class to whic 
they belong? Such an enquiry will be urgently needed when the dacoities are 
suppressed. oe ae 
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19, The Din Bandhu believes that the dacoits who have been making such 
havoc in the Thana and Nasik districts do not belong 

a a oa to the agriculturist class, but are from wild tribes like 
Trina District, the Bhils, Kolis, &c., who live in forests and eke out 
Din Bandhu (11), 7th Aug. their subsistence by cultivating forest land and hunt- 
ing wild animals. By some recent forest regulations, 

however, these people, says the paper, have been deprived of their land and 
hunting weapons and are driven to plundering simply to earn their bread, and it 
would be well if Government entertained these men in the army and made separate 


battalions of them, as it is expected that they would do as good service as the 
Gurkhas. 


20.. The special privileges given to Europeans in the land under the 
Criminal Procedure Code in respect of juries may be 
Trial by jury and the taken away, and then there would be no ground for 
icons Papago given to the usual complaints about the miscarriage of justice. 
Mahrattta (7), 7th Aug. The system of making jury lists requires large modi- 
) fications, and the right of challenging given to the 
Kuropeans may be curtailed so that Natives may easily constitute just as large 
a factor as the Europeans themselves, in juries empannelled in trials of Euro- 
peans. It is true that the Europeans in the land would not like these changes, 
but it must be remembered that the interests of individual Europeans in this 
country can be only ephemeral. The British Government, however, has a 
large stake here and cannot afford to shut its eyes to the great danger 
to the British rule in India likely to arise from an uninterrupted course of . 
miscarriage of justice of the kind in question. Surely itis high time for Gov- 
ernment to give their most serious consideration to the scandal, which is the 
topic of criticism at present throughout the length and breadth of India, and to 
take vigorous steps to put a stop to that scandal. | 


21. We fear we owe an apology to Mr. Geake, the Magistrate who tried 
_ the Samastipur case, for not having noticed earlier the 
The Eamastipur shooting wonderful legal acumen he has displayed in the trial 
ae Prakash (8), 8th of this case. We must confess we are utterly sur- 
Aug., Eng. cols. prised at the want of knowledge displayed by the 
' Magistrate of the common sections of the Indian 
Penal Code. The judgment he has delivered is a very strange one. He 
has, no doubt, properly grasped the facts of the case and their bearing upon 
each other, but in his application of the law to those facts the Magistrate has 
woefully failed. We wonder whether the attention of the Magistrate had ever 
been directed to illustration (d) to Section 300, which runs thus: “ A, without 
any excuse, fires a. loaded canon into a crowd of persons and kills one of them. 
A: is guilty of murder, although he may not have had a premeditated design to 
kill any particular individual.’’ We are sure the illustration is on all fours 
with the facts of the present case. The accused. had no justification whatsoever 
to fire at the processionists and must. consequently be held guilty of murder 
pure and simple. And yet the Magistrate, in his ignorance of law, puts it under 
Section 304A 1 Fortunately no question of the perverseness of English juries is 
involved in this case and the sole responsibility rests on the Magistrate. The 
section allows imprisonment of either description for two years, or fine, or both ; 
and yet the Magistrate has thought the case to be so trifling as to merit only a fine | 
We hope Sir Francis Maclean, who has already made a name for himself in his 
famous charge in the Barrackpur case, will call for the records of this case and 
see that due justice is meted out to the accused. There has been a very grave 
failure of justice, which it behoves His Lordship to immediately set right. 


22. I1t-seems, according to the Bengalee, that Barrackpur is stillin a condi- 

tion of trepidation. The soldiers are still annoying 

a eh eenineet ot Natives by Native passers-by, who therefore are naturally in a 
arrackpur soldiers, 3 

Champion (2), 7th Aug, Constant state of fear. Our Calcutta contemporary 

| | | publishes in its issue of the 30th ultimo an extract 

from the letter addressed to it by many respectable residents of that locality. 

On the 25th idem two soldiers were passing by the railway approach road, 

when one of them, without the slightest provocation, struck one of the Native 

_ passengers, named Behari Lal Ghosh, a shopkeeper, with a thick cane which he 


15 


carried in his hand. The stroke might have seriously hurt, if not proved fatal 

to, the man, but for the fact that he had his umbrella opened to protect himself 

from the rain which was then falling. The attacking soldier was about to 

attempt a second blow, when Ghosh’s companion loudly cried out for assistance, 

But no police was at hand. Meanwhile the two soldiers cleared away. The 
injured man went to the nearest police station to report the incident. When 
the constable got himself ready, the soldiers were out of reach. This is too bad. 
Protection of life is one of the principal glories of British rule. Every man is 
free to move about wherever he likes without molestation. And similarly 

every one’s property is duly protected. Protection of life and property was far 
from safe during the days of anarchy which preceded the advent of the British. 

Hence this security under the British raj is undoubtedly a credit to British 
civilisation and British administration in the country. Are our rulers going to 
lose that credit? What has happened in Barrackpur to-day may be repeated in 
some other cantonment in India. The contagion may spread. Is it at all 
desirable that the soldiers should become a by-word for street marauders in 
the near future? And why are these instances after instances of the unruly con- 
duct, sometimes brutal and murderous, of soldiers occurring ? Surely it cannot 
be said that the British administration in India is not strong enough to check 
these excesses and open breaches of the law. Then, why these cases? As we 
said before, to our own mind it is clear that that stern regimental discipline 
which once was the pride of British troops in this ccuntry is nowhere. It has, 
we fear, grown extremely lax. The fault must be laid at the door of the military 
authorities who are responsible for the discipline of soldiers, not only in the 
barracks, but outside it. We think it is the duty of the Imperial Government 
to seriously represent this state of matters to the highest military authorities, 
with a view to checking this growing evil, which menaces to bring such discredit 
on the prestige hitherto enjoyed, and enjoyed deservedly, by the British Indian 
administration for security of life throughout the length and breadth of the 
country. 


23. The new postal arrangements for newspapers to come into force 
, on the Ist of October are far from satisfactory. 
Newspaper postage rules ‘The present system of prepayment has many con- 
and the changes made there- veniences, but the new method is going to create 
 Daydnodaya (13), ith Unnecessary burdens for managers of newspapers. All 
Aug, Eng, cols. newspapers under 4 tolas will have to be stamped 
with a quarter anna stamp, and all above 4 and under 
20 with a half-anna stamp. ‘The papers, to have the quarter anna privilege, must 
also have the word “ Registered” printed on the cover, and exchanges, hitherto 
free, will now have to pay postage. This will probably reduce the number of 
exchanges, as the item of postage on weekly papers is no small one. The new 
system may perhaps be more convenient for the Post Office, but certainly not 
more so for their customers. We hope there will be some effectual protest 
against giving up the old system in favour of one that will cause the managers 
of newspapers much more trouble and inconvenience. 


24. We do not find fault with the steps recently taken by Government in 
| i ee ae connection with the Native press, as it was necessary 
A Soret Soe » 8th for Government to put it under greater restraint than 
™~ before on account of the Poona tragedy and the 
intrigues of the Congressmen, but we are sorry to say that the changes proposed 
to be made in the postage charges on newspapers tend to undo what statesmen 
have done before this to secure peace and order in the country. Government 
ought to encourage good newspapers and take steps to prevent persons of low 
family from passing University examinations and getting fat appointments 
under them. ‘The English and the Native newspapers are the only means to 
counteract the poison spread by University education, but the result of the pro- 
posed changes in the postal regulations will be that good newspapers will suffer 
more than scurrilous prints. It is easy for Government to find out whcther the 
writings of a newspaper are imbued with a sense of loyalty or not, and we think © 
it would be well to select such newspapers and allow their transmission free of 
charge, as they are the only means of spreading peace in the country. There 
is yet time for the Postal Department to prevent any injustice being done to 


good newspapers. 
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25. The epidemic of plague now prevails in many places, and the poor 
people are suffering more from plague preventive 

Plague preventive measures measures than from the plague itself. It is an 
ane te pee Peete universally accepted principle that for the recovery of 
. Faia Vaibhav (77), iit, 2 patient, courage in his mind is more useful than 
Aug. even medicine. Yet in the present epidemic, when a 
patient is removed from his near and dear relatives to 

a place out of the village, he considers this removal a sign of approaching 
death and is quite broken down in spirits. This is very bad, but the people must 


put up with this evil. 


26. It is, no doubt, good news that, after all, Professor Lustig’s plague 
curative serum is to be preparedin Bombay. The 
Professor Lustig’s curative serum has already been found very efficacious, and it 
i. its preparation nis hoped that, if prepared of the sufficient strength, it 
Rast Goftarr (11 5) 7th Aug., will give extremely good results. Another satisfactory 
Eng. cols. feature ‘of this question is that Government have 
thought fit to contribute a share of the cost of the 
preparation of the serum, Though Government contribute only a third of the 
expenses, the result is useful not for the small sum that the municipality will 
gain, but for the recognition by Government of the principle that plague is 
an Imperial question, and that they are as much interested in the eradication 
of an epidemic as the Bombay Corporation. 


27. A correspondent writes :—It is impossible for those who have known 

: _ Hubli in happier and better days not to feel deep 

Bb. " RR at Hubli sympathy with its people in their present troubles— 

ae (7), 7th Aug. troubles arising partly from the plague, but mainly, I 
regret to say, from the cast-iron rigour of our plague 

administration. It certainly looks curious that while in every other part of 
India where this dire disease has made its appearance the Government has sooner 
or later recognized the advisability of respecting the ovr populi, in Hubli. 
alone it should have been persistently and systematically disregarded. That 
the local piague measures have caused immense hardship and suffering, no one 
will have the hardihood to deny. What is, however, still more deplorable ‘is 
that they have filled the minds of ignorant people with discontent. For all that, 
Lord Sandhurst seemed to have been persuaded to believe that all was well; that 
the discontent of the people was due to sheer foolishness on their part; that 
the local plague officers and their works were simply perfect; and that the 
popular grievances, if any, were unworthy of serious consideration. For, in the 
speech which His Excellency delivered to the townspeople he virtually told 
them as much. His Lordship seemed to be unaware of the facts that at 
present the plague patients and the plague contacts are all packed off to one 
plague camp—a procedure which, owing to the risks to their lives, the plague 
contacts naturally resent ; that the damp floor of the bamboo huts in this camp 
is not a safe place for human beings to lie on in this wet season ; that the Euro- 
‘pean plague contacts are not removed, so much as for a day, from their snug 
bungalows ; that while a European may come to Hubli and leave when he 
listeth, an Indian resident of Hubli must get himself inoculated, must submit 
his person and his luggage to disinfection, and must in addition to this obtain 
a pass from the plague officer before he can leave this town. It is melancholy 
to observe that with all their severity these measures have been anything but 
successful in eradicating the plague from Hubli. With a population of no more 
than about 50,000 souls, our daily plague mortality has for some time averaged 
20. The local municipality has done all that was necessary by way of 
strengthening the hands of the Government officers on special plague duty. 
The eminently satisfactory way in which our municipal commissioners have 
discharged their onerous duties at this critical juncture encourages onc to sug- 
gest that our municipality should be invested with the power to investigate 
and deal with the grievances of the people arising from the operation of the 


plague measures. ‘This course, if adopted, will relieve the Government of a 
heavy responsibility to which the comparatively young and inexperienced officers 
now in charge of plague operations at Hubli, whose knowledge of the country 
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and its people may, without exaggeration, be said to bea negligible quantity, 
can scarcely be expected to do adequate justice. Moreover, it seems but reason- 
able and fair that the municipality, which provides funds for the plague 
operations, should be empowered to control the plague expenditure. At present 
the plague officers are allowed to spend as they like, with the result that the 
municipality, with its limited resources, finds it hard to meet their daily growing 
demands without rushing headlong into bankruptcy. Rumour has it that 
in his interviews with the leading Indian gentlemen of this town, Lord 
Sandhurst strongly urged upon them the desirability of encouraging Dr. Haff- 
kine’s inoculation among the people. Without in any way disparaging this 
prophylactic, it would perhaps be as well if, in the interests of science, I mention 
the staggering fact that out of an up-to-date total of about 400 fatal plague cases 
about 35 were of those who had been twice inoculated by duly qualified doctors. 
1t would seem, by the way, that this fact was not brought to His Excellency’s 
notice, However that may be, there is unimpeachable statistical proof that the 
faith of the people of Hubli in the efficacy of Haffkine’s preventive serum has 
become strong, the examples of the upper classes of our population being solely 
responsible for this result. More than 20,000 persons have already been inoculat- 
edand itis confidently expected that within a measurable distance of time whole 
Hubli, barring of course the Europeans, will have the distinguished Russian’s 
serum, for good or for evil, within its veins, In a footnote to the above the 
editor says:—Were it not that our correspondent seems to be positive and 
armed with facts, we should have disbelieved in his statement about the dis- 
appointing results of inoculation at Hubli. We wish the facts about inoculation 
given by our correspondent were incorrect. We hope Government will enquire 
into this matter and publish the result in the interest of science. 
28. Plague at Hubli has been growing more virulent despite the efforts 
: of the authorities to check it. We think that the 
A gage cron et 68), measures adopted in respect of the removal of patients 
ght spesicaiie ded ’ andthe arrangements in hospitalsareradically defective. 
Will the District Collector pay his attention to these 
public grievances and order that in hospitals patients will not be huddled 
together in one large hall, but willbe provided with separate rooms, and that 
the removal of the sick will be effected by means of closed litters? Sufficient 
experience has been gained till now that segregation and other measures in 
connection with plague are totally ineffective, and we see no reason why they 
should not be discontinued in future and the system of home segregation, as it is 
in vogue at Belgaum and other places, should not be tried. [Many other 


Kanarese papers express similar sentimeiits. | 


29. The Rasik Ranjini reports that inoculation, as a plague preventive 

measure, was for the first time introduced into Gadag on 

Inoculation at Gadag the 2nd instant. People at first hesitated tosubmit to 

—". ini (170), 4th it ; but the lead was taken by the Police Superintendent 

Pry ie (ig9), himself, whereupon many voluntarily came forward 

7th Aug. to undergo the operation. The paper suggests that 

in the case of women, female doctors should be 

appointed to perform the operation, since Native women, as a rule, do not like 

to be inoculated by male doctors. [The Loka Bandhu expresses similar senti- 
ments and suggests that no compulsion should be used in this matter. } 


30. A contributor of the Broach Samdchdér writes :—Although the city 

of Broach is free from plague, the epidemic has made 

Outbreak of plague at jts appearance at Ankleshwar and some other places 
Ankleshwar in the Broach jy the Broach District. Nearly three-fourths of the 


District. | : ’ SOW 
ore ye opulation of Ankleshwar has left theéown and the 
Ege feds omic: Sante is in a state of anxiety day and night. It 
, now seems to be the turn of the Parsis to fall victims 


to plague after that of the Hindus and Muhammadans. The Parsis find it 
aithent to procure a sufficient number of corpse-bearers to carry their dead 
and they have been obliged to use a vehicle for the purpose, though such a step 
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has been already condemned by their brethren at Bombay and considered 
contrary to religion. 


$1. The authorities of the Kaira District deserve to be congratulated on 

"a having hitherto kept plague at a distance, not only 

Plague operations at Ma- from the town of Mahudha, but also from the whole 

— = _ honk ™ mae district, by their praiseworthy administration. We, 

10th Ang. ag er however, agree with the people of Mahudha who com- 

| plain that it is very inconvenient for them toact up 

to the recent order issued by the local plague authorities requiring them to 

report every fever case at the municipal office, as fevers of various types are 

generally prevalent in the town at this time of the year, and request the autho- 
rities to modify the order. | 


32. The Belgaum Samdchdr protests against the a Ee of a. “ie 
ae police at Yeola for so many as four years. The 
fy ee oe Hindu-Musalman riots which led to the imposition 
Sinnar. OF the additional police could have, in the opinion of | 
‘ 7 Samachar (26), the paper, been avoided if proper orders had been 
seid passed by Government, in conformity with the long- 
standing customs, about the matter in dispute between the two communities 
and persons guilty of breach of these orders had been brought to book, as 
was frequently suggested by the press. The present mode of assessing the 
charges of the additional police punishes, says the paper, the innocent as well 
as the guilty and ought to be improved so as to leave honest men untouched and 
punish only the badmashes. The paper makes a similar protest with regard to 
the additional police imposed on Sinnar, and says that now that plague restric- 
tions, which led to the recent riots at that place, have been removed, there will 
be no more riots and that there is no necessity for additional police. 


33. After commenting on the letter of Mr, Lamb to the Dnydin Chakshu 

of Poona regarding Mr. Deshmukh’s transfer to Bel- 

Remarks on Mr. Desk- saum, the Kdlidds says that the expected has hap- 
mukh’s transfer to Belgaum, : ae : : 

Kélida’s (50), 5th Aug, pened, since this is a case of Native against European. 

It further writes :—If Mr, Deshmukh wanted to be a 

Collector, he ought to have commended the action of the Police Superintendent, 

though possibly it was opposed to his notions or to those of the people. If, on the 

contrary, he wanted to gain credit for independence and self-respect, he ought to 

have immediately resigned. 


34, If we take a patient and impartial view of the recent events, we shall 
| see that the police are pulling the strings of the 
Alleged looseness and Government and making them dance as they like. 
i ulalineg Police Depart- shay are the chief cause of the Sapertetion the 
-cotkhe mi atus, of the press prosecutions and of the recent dacoi- 
— | ae seuhelies. vit is strange that the police, who 
have been appointed for the protection of the people, should not be able to detect 
the offenders in robbery and murder cases. Now this state of things can be ex- 
plained in two ways. Lither the police officials might not ‘be doing their duty 
or might be taking bribes and suppressing offences. Will itbe wrong for any 
one to guess that the latter might most probably be the case, since itis more 
beneficial and since we have seen many police officials committed to jail for 
bribery. 


35. A correspondent of the Kdthidwadno Himdyati writes :—The notifica- 
tions issued by the Income-tax officer at Ahmedabad 
Complaint against the have given rise to loud complaints, as they include the 
Almedabed * Department, names of some of those who are not eligible to be taxed 
Kathidwddno Himdyati and exclude others who ought to be taxed. It is 
(144), 7th Aug. really a mystery that Mr. Dahyabhdi, the proprietor 
| : | of the Deshi Natak Samaj, whose annual income is 
about thirty thousand rupees, should have been exempted from the tax. The 
Income-tax Collector will do well to revise the notifications. | 
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26. Most of the Magistrates, while. on circuit, never specify the pee 
where the witnesses and parties are to present them- 
Magistrates in Sind and selves for proceedings in any trial. The summonses 
the grrevanves of ie and issued by the Magistrates invariably enjoin attendance 
WES on thn 6,” «ona particular day at their manzal (camp), wherever 
appear ore toem. i : : \ 
rabha’t (196), 6th Aug, that may be on that day. Poor villagers are often 
Eng. cols, seen extremely distressed over their difficulty in find- 
ing out the camp of the Magistrate. If they cannot 
find it out and on that account fail to present themselves there on the day 
specified in the summonses, they render themselves liable to punishment. 


Does this not constitute a just grievance and can it be redressed a day too soon ? 


37. The existence of a vast deal of corruption among subordinate officials 
in Sind isa fact too patent to be ignored. Any one 


wake tate te tad subordi- who may happen to have mofussil experience will 
Phenix (8), 8rd Aug. fully bear us out in this assertion. This comes of the 


family circles which an official is permitted to surround. 
himself with. Any Amil gentleman who has any job in his gift to dispose of 
deems it his bounden duty to bestow the same on his kith and kin, to the 
detriment of true merit which may be possessed by qualified outsiders. And 
when all the appointments in an office have been thus filled, there is, asa matter 
of course, a close ring, and superior officers overlook the faults of their junior 
relations. The result is that if you have to go to some Government office to 
get some business transacted, you will have to grease more than a pair of pal ms 
before your work is done for you. If you have the hardihood to resent this 
levy of blackmail, you will'be kept waiting till your feet grow sore, and then, 
perhaps, sent about your business, You may go and complain to the superior 
officer, who most likely has made his pile by exactly similar methods. He will 
tell you that the exaction is quite a time-honoured institution in the office, and 
plead the insufficiency of the pay of the offending clerk, with whom he may 
go shares as an extenuating circumstance in his favour. And as for punish- 
ment, no punishment is ever inflicted. Their exactions are sometimes quite 
exorbitant. People drawing a monthly salary of Rs. 50 live in palatial man- 
sions in the mofussil, give away large sums as marriage doweries of their 
daughters and are generally looked upon as men of resources. Where do they 
get their money from, unless they exact it as bribe? They could not possibly 
have come by it through honest means. A commomTapedar is financially better 
off than many a. Zamindar. Government servants are strictly probibited from 
receiving illegal gratification, and that very properly. But the rule is honoured 
more in the breach than in the observance in Sind. Suchastate of things must 
not be tolerated. Public offices should not serve as dens for blackmailers. 
We must break up these family rings by which the province is honeycombed. 
Dishonest subordinates must not feel that they and their superior officers row in the 
same boat and in case of accident must sink or swim together. The subordinate 
official world in. Sind should be cleansed of all the corruption and impurity. 
that have gathered so thick upon it, and then we might expect to find it as it 
ought to be. There are, of course, some honest men among subordinate officials, 
but there are also many that are not honest. We must send the latter to the 
right about. | 


os, An important suggestion has been made by Mr. Filgate, Inspector- 
General of Prisons, Bombay Presidency, in his last 
Reformatory School at annual report of the Reformatory School at Yer- 


Yerrowda and encourage- , : ‘ving the pupils of th 
a A ES rowda. Both as an effort at giving pup e 


ca, , school a means to earn their livelihood and as an 
Pty sirens cng tice encouragement and incentive to the development of 
ss native industry, the idea of establishing a laundry at 

Poona is to be cordially welcomed. Mr. Filgate is not mistaken, we should 
think, when he says a laundry on a large scale would prove, if properly started 
. and managed, a very See success. It would be so, Bombay people will agree 
not only in Poona and Kirkee, but in their own city aswell. For it is high time 
con 319-—6 oy, ; | 
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now that the knights of the tub, or rather of the stone, as Mr. Filgate calls 
them, should be compelled to mend their ways. 


89. The Sudhdrak has a long article a the latter-day celebrations of 
| the Ganpati festival,in the course of which it says :— 
The latter-day celebra- The festival cannot lose its sectarian character by 
tions of the Ganpati festival merely being called a national festival often and often, 
sg ee (20) Sth Aug. 28 none of the various communities in India, excepti 
| the Hindus, observe this festival. The term ‘ national ’ 
can more appropriately be applied to the Muharram. Muhammadanism may 
be an offshoot of Hinduism and several of the religious practices of the former 
may have been borrowed from the latter, still it cannot be denied that the 
manner in which the Ganpati festival has been celebrated for the last five 
years is an imitation of the Muharram. There cannot bea difference of opinion 
in this matter among those who know the way in which the novel mode of 
celebrating the Ganpati festival was introduced. If it is to be attributed to an 
unprecedented revival of Hinduism, the reasons which brought it about must be 
clear enough. So also it must be made clear why the revival took place soon 
after the Hindu-Muhammadan disturbances, and why it was confined to the 
Deccan and particularly to Poona. - All those who do not wish to assume ignor- 
ance must admit, and one of our orthodox contemporaries has already done so, 
that the new celebrations were started with a view to weaning the Hindus from 
the Muharram because the Muhammadans causelessly became hostile towards the 
Hindus. Howsoever desirable this manner of punishing the Muhammadans ~“ 
may have been at the time it was introduced, itis not proper that we should — 
continue it and make it permanent. Besides the times are not favourable 
to us and we must consider our financial difficulties and see whether we are now 
in a position to live luxuriously, though for a few days, every year. Moreover, 
the god Ganpati, whose festival we celebrate on an extravagant scale, does not 
deserve such celebrations, because there is nothing in the history of this deity 
which would inspire the minds of the people with high thoughts and noble 
feelings. ; : 
40. As the mouthpiece of one of the most loyal communities that exist in 
a the British Empire, we completely repudiate the 
Parsi community of Bom- agcusation brought against it, in the book entitled 
bay and the local Political « Tord Roberts’ 41 years in India ’’ and aver without 
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wMlst Gof ar (1 } 5), “th fear of contradiction that, with the exception of some 
Aug., Eng. cols. self-aggrandising and self-advertising agitators, who 


could be counted on one’s fingers, the Parsis, as a 
community, have scrupulously remained | aloof from all meretricious political 
agitation, and have not only no sympathy with those who are opposed to Gov- 
ernment for the sake of opposition, but are accustomed to look upon them as 
q the enemies of the country in general and of the community in particular, We 
iq have often heard some of the high officials enquiring why, if the Parsis as a 
4 community have no sympathy or regard for their half a dozen noisy and fussy 

co-religionists, who pose themselves as their political leaders, they do not openly 
disclaim them and repudiate their sayings and doings in public. We may 
mention for the information of such officers that the day is not now distant 
when an opposition association will be formed, whose business it will be to 
submit to Government the several public grievances with the moderation and 
respect due to them, and to go counter to the local Political Associations, when- 
ever they choose to adopt their usual aggressive and abusive attitude towards 
Government. It behoves the Parsi community, in the meantime, to represent 
“to Lord Roberts that the sins of omission and commission on the part of a 
handful of their co-religionists should not be visited.on the heads of the com- 
munity at large, which has been so highly spoken and written about by various. 
rulers.of the country, and to request that he would be pleased, when his book 
- went into a second edition, to make the necessary emendations, and thus render 
justice to.a section of Her Majesty’s subjects whose loyalty for the last twelve 
ee sre whether under the Native or British regimes, is of. @. proverbial 
Md OL ee ea 8 ogee oo Bis Shits 


4 


Lae ve 
4 IDeA eal Rete, DARTS x tor: (BA Rs a GAs Fh S PAS im: faashe sy : i 
bi Big ‘ : We “. SP ag 8 ae et , ‘ ae Wy va? Gicae a Pe, 
A, Se ; ? ae PERRI E,W 4 ys a : Yh, . . ‘ ‘ Ae Se ‘ Chie GX Feat % 
ry tied Ba . , be ee : he : : Me Dy " 
ae MON tn a seemay 
s *< " 

a % ’, 
ee) 
ay ale 
ae 
a 
pe 
y Si 

bere 
- 
~ 


41. We understand that the City Improvement Bill is to remain pigeon- 
holed for some years. It is difficult to understand the 

City of Bombay Improve- reasons which have induced the Government of India 
oi Hg andtheGovernment to adopt this dilatory attitude. The City Improve- 
Gujarati (108), 7th Aug., ment Board was to work sanitary miracles and drive 
Eng. cols. away the plague and other maladies. For our own 


part we never believed in any such nonsense. But 


every intelligent citizen found consolation in the thought that the scheme, with 
all its vagueness and imperfections and with all its heavy financial responsibili- 
ties, was conceived in the interests of the inhabitants and would be worked in the 
same spirit. Experience is the best teacher, and even Governments, like indivi- 
duals, have to learn, and so have municipalities. If a lesson is to be learnt, the 
sooner it is learnt the better. And so every one expected that after the Govern- 
ment of India had formally granted their sanction, the Improvement Board would 
commence their operations without further delay. But now the public are told 
that the scheme is to be hung up, for how long no one knows. We should like 
to know what the critics of the Corporation, which was blamed for its very natural 
desire to carefully consider its position under the proposed legislation, have now 
to say in regard to this inexplicable refusal of the Supreme Government to 
grant their sanction to what was proclaimed to be a very urgent and indis- 
pensable sanitary reform. The ways of Providence are inscrutable. But the 
ways of Governments are even more so ! : : 


Municipalities. 


42. The Bombay Government have been liberal in their proposals, while 


: oo. the Supreme Government have taken up a very unfair 

Apportionment of plague and also a. stern attitude towards the local bodies. 
expenditure between Govern- ‘ . . 
ment and the municipalities The penny-wise and pound-foolish policy of Lord 
and the policy of the Gov- Elgin’sGovernment is known well enough to the Indian 
ernment of India in the public. Lord Elgin is rich enough to spend millions 
matter. _ h ich fronti He is al 

Mahra‘ta (7), 7th Aug upon the unrighteous frontier war. He is also proud 

. u ) 5° 


enough to resent an offer of pecuniary assistance made 


by the Home Government. But when it comes to spending upon administering 


medicine or comfort to the poor plague-afilicted rayat, the strings of his purse 
and his economic conscience are at once automatically drawn together. The 


-yecklessness of a rake and the resentful pride of a prodigal, which characterise 
his conduct in the matter of the frontier war, or the compensation allowance, 
‘or the Simla picnic, suddenly disappear when the question of plague expendi- 


ture comes up, and there he figures in the February Resolution as a cruel and 
casuistic miser, drawing nice distinctions between local and Imperial liabili- 
ties, enunciating specious principles of public duty, and hurling ruin at the 
head of local bodies who may not be able to achieve the miracle of owning large 
surpluses or to repay huge loans ina short time. The February Resolution utterly 
ignores the fact that the plague administration is an Imperial concern, at least 
that the local Governments have made it so under the orders of the Supreme 
Government by their wholesale interference in the working of the local bodies. 
There is no doubt that the Bombay Government at least wanted to give the 
plague administration, after a certain stage, an Imperial character, as is proved 
by the declarations made from time to time by the Governor, and the suspen- 
sion of all local self-government in tine presidency without so much as an 
apology or an excuse. And it is unjust therefore to saddle the plague expendi- 
ture upon the Poona Municipality. To summarise—the principal ground of 
objection to the apportionment of the plague expenditure, as it is made, is that 


the expenditure was incurred either on the measures’ which the people think 


were unnecessary, or in a way which the people did not like, the people in both 
the cases not being consulted atall =. ee aa Et o 
48. At Thureday’s meeting of the Bombay Municipal Corporation, the 
48 * cere y Toutneable Me. P, M. Mehta proposed that the Muni- 
i Mn seereec eters | ae Commissioner be asked not to make any. further 


cipal G2 ration. lvances to Government on account of plague ex- 
Gujardfi (106), 7th Aug-, penditure till the account of the sums advanced up 


Bog cols. oy till now is settled, The gravamen of his complaint, 


—— 
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which led him to place such a resolution before the Corporation, was that the 
action of Government was not fair in dealing with them. The municipality, it is 
well known, has to pay: heavy interest charges, and it is difficult to see on what 
principles of business, let alone the considerations of justice and equity, Gov- 
ernment can defer the payment of sums due to the Corporation without paying 
interest, and: yet demand from them the immediate payment of sums, whether 
actually due to them or not, before the accounts are properly settled. This is 
a one-sided arrangement, which would not commend itself even to petty traders 
in their business transactions. Half the complaints now being made in India 
would cease to exist, if our rulers bore in mind what the late Mr. Bright and 
Mr. Gladstone used to urge often in and out of Parliament, that the actions of 
Governments must be ted by the same principles of strict justice and 
rectitude as those of private individuals. Of course, authority and power, 
armed with legislative enactments by mechanical majorities of obedient 
automatons, can do anything, and in the mofussil there is no Mehta to boldly 
speak out on constitutional questions on behalf of poor and helpless municipa- 
lities. They must quietly submit and do humbly bow to official fiats without 
a single yea or nay. But the step which the Honourable Mr. Mehta was forced 
to take up this week, by the one-sided action of Government, will not be with- 
out its influence, however unconscious and imperceptible, upon the attitude of 
the authorities towards these municipal boards, Though Government is supreme, 
we do not think that the University Senate, the Bombay Municival Corporation 
and other like bodies shouid timidly forego their legal rights and recede from 
the constitutional position they are entitled to take up. We know a bold 
constitutional stand is liable to be misinterpreted. But it would be fatal to 
all constitutional or municipal progress not to stand up in defence of our rights 
for fear of misconstruction of our motives or official displeasure, — 


44, The Poona of 1898 is farin advance of the Poona of 1885, when a 

| higher elective franchise was granted to it in con- 

Proposed changes in the gjderation of the advance made by her in education. 
Sete of the Pooua The growth of education is, indeed, so marked every- 
Maheétta (7), 7th Aig. where, and especially in Poona, of late years, that 

- we have not the least doubt that the advocates of the 

mischievous innovations in the constitution of the city municipality will take 
their stand on anything but the argument of education. The best evidence 
in favour of any municipality would be the good opinion about it expressed by 
Government officers who have to control it on behalf: of Government; and 
turning to the several reports on municipal taxation and expenditure for the 
presidency since 1885, one can see that the Poona Municipality has risen steadily 
in the estimation of responsible'Government officials. This municipality is not 
avery pattern of perfection—that weall know. But there is absolutely no- 
thing in its record which can justify Government in giving effect to the bold 
change in its constitution now suggested by the plague authorities, The plague 
authorities here may not be finding the present work of the municipality all 
to their own mind, but they ought to remember that since they have, under the 
orders of Government, an absolutely free hand over the municipality, even as it 
is, for the purposes of plague administration, their suggestions of permanent 
changes in the constitution of the municipality would very naturally be 
resented by the public as unnecessarily aggressive. The Poona public are 
justifiably very jealous about their elective privilege, and when any one,<be he 
Native or European, private gentleman or Government officer, presumes to 
abuse his power or influence with Government by proposing unjustifiable 
restraints upon it, he will be deservedly marked out as the object of their 
most serious displeasure. Dr, Reade and the plague officers may perhaps feel 
very anxious about the well-being and the reputation of the Poona City 
Municipality, but it would be too presumptuous for them to suggest without 
pretensions to great local experience that the nomination of five proteges of 
Government is the only way to the salvation of the Poona Municipality. If 
the services of the satellites of these officers have not yet been sufficiently 
ewarded, they had better, we think, recommend to Government the creation of 
w orders of merit and extra superior titles of honour for them; but their 
terference in local se ight-hearted fashion, 


lf-government of this city, in this 
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we all shall hi hly resent as the most mischievous thing the Poona plague 
authorities did thine their employment of British soldiers ia plague wk 


45. Fammeand ite Vong e Beored a dire misfortune in various directions, 
Crepes ree re . ut the pestilence even more than the late famine has 
Machi eae proved more calamitous. It still threatens to turn 
est out still more disastrous in future. With experienced 
and sagacious statesmen at the head of the Local and Supreme Governments, the 
country would never have witnessed the events of the past year and the repressive 
legislation that now disfigures the Indian statute book. It is now well known 
that it was because of very lamentable misunderstanding between His Excellency 
Lord Sandhurst and the people that His Lordship sanctioned measures which 
he should have ‘been the last Englishman to initiate and carry out. The Natu 
brothers are still State prisoners, and we really do not know how a statesman, 
of the principles and ideals His Lordship proclaimed in England, can reconcile 
himself to the policy which his administration has pursued in regard to the two 
unfortunate brothers, and the continuance of the Poona punitive police. Lord 
Sandhurst either approves of these unjust and unrighteous measures or does not. 
If the former, His Lordship has cruelly disappointed his best well-wishers and 
supporters. If the latter, he ought to have dissociated himself long ago from 
a policy which the fearless historian of the future will certainly know how to 
characterise. But this policy is, it seems, going to receive fresh developments in 
the shape of curtailing the powers and privileges of the Poona Municipality. 
It was Lord Reay who raised its status and extended the municipal franchise in 
this presidency. What has happened in the meanwhile to justify a departure 
from his principles? Plague has appeared even in cities like Surat, where the 
Collectors ever have a majority of official and nominated councillors to back 
up ‘their measures. To make the outbreak of pestilence a ground for the 
‘adoption of retrograde measures is, therefore, utterly unfair and unjustifiable. 
Government cannot carry out the most urgent and necessary reforms for want 
of funds, .-The ‘municipalities, too, have had to face similar difficulties, and 
although we do not.stand up in defence of negligent: municipal administration, 
we do-certainly expect Government not to forget: their own bitter experience in 
matters peculiarly within their own province. ‘They need not be reminded 
that ‘sad’ mistakes ‘and frightful blunders are not:the sole monopoly of muni- 
cipalities, and that it is unwise to curtail privileges ‘conferred years ago for 
reasons based on exceptional circumstances which were to a large: extent beyond 
human control and foresight. We sincerely hope Lord Sandhurst will not add 
to the keen disappointment his retrograde policy has.so far created throughout 
the presidency, and that His Lordship will, instead of depriving the Poona 
‘Municipality of its present status, lend it all the moral support and encourage- 
ment required to bring about the necessary reforms, Mischief-makers and panic- 
mongers have, no doubt, attempted to discredit the educated people as well as 
the municipalities in this country. But cool statesmanship ought to rise above 
immediate exigencies, and nothing would be more disheartening than to find 
‘His Excellency undoing, even partially, the work of a. capable Governor like 
Lord Reay and of an illustrious Viceroy like Lord Ripon, and setting up a 
recedent which is certain to be availed of in other places and directions. We 
lave had enough of deplorable measures inspired by panic, ignorance and 
prejudice, and also enough of objectionable precedents. They have not only 
not added to, but actually harmed the reputation of their authors in the 
judgment of many sober and independent persons; and we should, indeed, be 
‘very sorry to see a further addition to their number. : 


“ 


46, \A-correspondent from Belgaum writes:—As I had written to you | 


previously, the Plague Committee is again ushered into 
_ Plague administration at being. i will;-of .course, justify and make us feel 
Bel omg and the Jocal muni- its existence soon. Till now thoes is peactically ni 
se takr dita (7), Mh A step taken to nip the plague in the bud. else- 
ES ey vie: so in Belgie the beth of this new pet fondling 
has caused the unjust:and injurious suspension of the powers of the local muni- 
cipality in matters of plague and finance. What justification or necessity there 
is thus to change the law, to change the. constitution, and to effect a sort. of 


revolution in our municipal administration, the authors of this unnecessary 
con 319-7 : | 


<n ooe 


« Owen 
2 se eal a 


. 
34, 


- 


change have never been ablé till now to make out with any succéss here or else- 
where. Is it that the sections of the Act do not bristle with provisions to 
grapple with the exigencies of the moment, or that our municipal corporators, 
some of them elected by the people and some nominated by the Government 
itself, and on whose shoulders the Government rests with confidence the yoke 
of the entire municipal administration all the year round, are not found otent 
enough to cope with and put down the plague? Were they ever weighed in 
the balance and found wanting, or is it because that these representatives of the 
people in the municipality do not, as it has become well known, subscribe to the 
doctrine of woeful waste of the rate-payers’ money, under the cover of the 
operations to put down plague? Thus the Government has, by means of its 
resolution, removed the barrier of obstruction, and the Plague Committee, now 
holding the purse-string of the municipality, can play duck and drake with 
people’s money according to their own transient whims and humours. But the 
strangest part of this melo-drama is that the Plague Committee, after the 
epilogue is pronounced, leave the municipality.in the lurch and a handsome 
legacy in the shape of an empty purse, large liabilities, claims for compensation, 
pressing debts, unliquidated bills and threatening law suits. All the municipal 
taxes till March 1899 have already been realised by the municipality to meet 
the expenses of last year’s plague, so the imposition of another tax this year 
is inevitable, Therefore the people should invite and pray the Government to 
bridle the plague expenses and allow the people a voice in the management and 
in incurring the expenses, 
Native States. - 


47. It is gratifying to see that Lieutenant-Colonel Hunter, Political 
Agent, Kathid4war, has managed to put an end to 
Praises of ldeutenant- intrigues due to a party strife existing between the 
Kae Kétnidea? *Outcal Nagars and Banias in the Kéthi4wér Agency and that 
tee cra " Hima’yati his independence of character and the praiseworthy 
(144), 7th Ang. -manner in which he: has been discharging his duty 
have won for him golden opinions from the Chiefs and 
their subjects. It is hoped that he will not be influenced by the counsels of 
some interested persons in connection with the intrigues inthe Bilkha and 
some other States, but will look into them in an impartial manner and thus 
make himeelf still more popular. | 


48. His Highness the Thakor of Wadhwan has not only exhausted the 
| State treasury owing to his extravagant expenditure, 
- Complaint against His but incurred a debt of about 10 lakhs of rupees since 


Highness the Thaker of his accession to the throne and is imitating the -polic 

Wadhwan. : ‘ ‘ : ed 
Ka'thia’wa'dno Hima’yati of Aurangzeb in extorting money from his subjects 

(144), 7th Aug. by various unfair means. We have heard with satisfac- 


tion the rumour that some effort is being made to put 
the State under British management, Wewish that the effort will be crowned 
with success and warn the Government against Mr. Samaldas, the Diwan, who 
might by hook or by crook thwart its good intentions. | 


Intelligence extracted from the Press. 


49. We hear that a general subscription list has been opened among the 
General subscription lis; ‘Memon and Konkani. Muhammadans of Bombay to 
opened by the Muhammadans defend the Muhammadans who are arrested by the 
to defend the accused inthe police in connection with the Bandora Tabut disturb- 
pecan yaa pe a7) coe, ances. Messrs. Kazi Abdul Karim Porbandri, Munshi 
Jal Eng. cole,” Mahomed Hasan Muckba, Munshi Mahomed Ismail 
(eewegn Muckba and several others have paid Rs, 25 and 100 
each, - pba t 23) ee | 
Le ie ss @. M.'SATHR, 
pe Ae Reporter on the Native Press. 
Office of the Reporter on the Native Press, = 8 == ts 
_ New Secretariat, Bombay, 16th August 1898. 


[CONFIDENTIAL] 


REPORT 


ON 


NATIVE PAPERS 


PUBLISHED IN THR BOMBAY PRESIDENCY 


For the Week ending 20th August 1898, 


CONTENTS, — 


PARAGRAPHS. 
Politics and the Public Administration— 


Administration of India: Salaries of the members of Councils of the Viceroy 
and Governors of Bombay and Madras and the increase recently sanc- 


tioned therein ove cas re a ove 
Bubonic plague : 
Plague operations at Anand and Ahmedabad _... vee ee 


Plague operations at Belgaum sew oe eiy vs 
Plague operations at Karachi: Attempted theft at the Health Cam p, 
Ranchore Lines, and the inadequacy of the police guard | - 
Dacoities : Request to Government to find out the causes of the — in the 
Nasik District . ‘wn ave ‘ee se gig 
Income-tax : Request to Government to reduce the — of the present year on 
, account of the visitation of plague at Sholdépur ... “te nie 
Indian settlers in Transvaal and Natal : 
Appeal to Mr. Chamberlain to enforce the articles of the convention 


with Transvaal in the matter of Indian traders — pa ae 
English Foreign and Colonial Offices and the condition of natives of India 
settled in Natal __... ies sea ene Fe 


Judicial matters : 


Decisions in cases of assaults by Europeans on Europeans and Natives... 24 & 25 


Punishment awarded to the perpetrators of the Barrackpur tragedy and 


the opinion of Anglo-Indians about it ove ia) es 
Law of sedition in India: Lord George Hamilton and the new — sa 
Military matters : 


District officers at Hyderabad (Sind) thanked for their promptness in 
taking. notice of a complaint about the misconduct of Beluchi 
Sepoys ... _ ove ea 7 oe er 

Inadvisability of reviving the rule requiring doctors to communicate to 
the commanding officer the names of soldiers afflicted with venereal 


disease ... ‘i eee isi ss ove 
Opium: Disapproval of the alleged — speculation going on at Surat - 
Poona affairs: Alleged persistency of Lord George Hamilton’ in declaring 
the existence of a conspiracy at Poona wee: ve cvs 
Public service: Corruption among the subordinate officials in Sind sa 
Stamps: Alleged difficulty of obtaining — and receipt-tickets at Guhagar 
in the Chiplun sub-division (Ratnégir1) ‘ ae a 


Thomason Engineering College at Rurki: Rules ‘of admission to the — 


and the reply of the Government of India to the memorial of the Bombay | 


Presidency Association in the matter oss eas ne 
Viceroy of India: The Right Honourable Mr. G. N. Curzon’s appointment 


as ,e@¢ see , eee ee0e ees eee 


Educatton— 


Gujarat College Board, Ahmedabad : Disapproval of the alleged prohibition 
- by — of students from taking part in political movements ... ose 
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PARAGRAPRS, 
Municipalities— | 
Poona: Administration of the— Municipality and the proposed changes in 


its constitution ies sas tee ia vo 


Intelligence extracted from the Press— 


Epidemic diseases: Rumoured outbreak of a disease similar to plague 
certain villages of the Panch Mahdls oe we 

Hubli (Dhérwér) : Insanitary state of — eee eee 

Native Press Association : First meeting of the — to be held at Dhaérwér 

Obituary notices: Death of Dr. K. N. Bahadurji, M.D. (London) “ns 

Theatrical performances: Alleged ne of a play called “The Sharvir 
(Valiant) Shiv4ji” by the Vankéner Dramatic Company at Pélitana _.... 
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List of Newspapers and Periodicals. 


(For the week ending 20th August 1898.) 
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XG, | Names of Newspapers. Place of Publication . : Edition. Conia: teued. 
ENGLISH. 

1 |The Bombay East Indian... ave Bombay se »».| Weekly ... si 400 
2 93 Champion. eee eee eee ee eos Do. eee eee Do. eee eee 700 
3 » Dnydn Prakash , »»-| Poona .. ‘a oof 0, eee eee 300 
4 1», Indian Spectator and Voice of India Bombay one ae a 700 
5 »» Karachi Chronicle ses nen Karachi esi al: EG ial 500 
6 ,, KA&thidwdr Times " > ae.| RAjKot a cool SLY: us a 75 
7 », Mahratta .. mY ‘a os) og es se ...| Weekly ,., e 600 
8 | ,, Phoenix ... see Karachi ve ...| Bi-weekly ; 500 

9 | , Quarterly J ournal of the Poona Sarva. 
janik Sabha ... eee .| Poona... ose ...| Quarterly sia 300 
10 5» Sind Times i ra is Karachi ose oe] Bi-weekly ses 900 

ANn@Lo-MaRATHI. 
11 | The Din Bandhu ae “os eo ..| Bombay “— ..| Weekly ... ; 1,000 
12 5, Dnydn Chakshu ... ‘ia sa ..| Poona... coe ik. ee ie 900 
13 », Dnydnodaya ... eee ‘a .., Bombay “ eS ee wie 600 
14 », Indu Prakdsh ..,. es * a Do. sue ..| Bi-weekly “ 600 
15 », Kamgdror Workman ... is ‘ Do. ove | Weekly ., pee 1,000 
16 » Native Opinion ... ses ss eS ene ...| Bi-weekly ni 700 
17 5 Prabhakar are i ‘i ; Do. ‘i i aa: sea 500 
18 5, Shri Sayaji Vijay ne a ..| Baroda... oo. ...| Bi-weekly ase 2,500 
19 5, subodh Patrika ... cas a ..| Bombay ees vee) Weekly ... ose 500 
20 » sudharak.,, see dies e »oe| Poona ee - Do. sue 3,000 
21 », Vartdhar ... io ..| Bombay ses : Do. 1,000 
MaRATHI, 

99 | The Aram -_ av MA ...| Bombay pia ...| Fortnightly us 600 
93 » Arunodaya ss eee es ...| Thana ... as wwe — ve ¥e 740 
24 » A’ryavart .-. oa one - .«-| Dhulia... ine cS e sa 905 
25 ~ Mee Vs ..| Ratnagiri... a ss 290 
26 » Belgaum Saméchér , ...| Belgaum ee oof Do. ~ 315 
27 » Bhat oe aes eee oe ...| Bombay “ O. me 1,250 
93 », Chandanshu vie oe i ...| Tasgaon ee ae ee” ager sd 100 
99 ,, Chandrakdnt _... aoe as ..| Chikodi 0 5 Be ses ft 200 
30 » Chandrodaya vee ..| Chiplun a ~ 2. soe 250 
31 , Chikitsak... sas see oe ..| Belgaum vs © ae 3. es 750 
32  Chitragupta._-_... ic ‘a ..| Karad .. ae _-. De, 2 200 
33 5 Daivadnya Mitra vas ‘as .».| Bombay ee ne Monthly .. wee 500 
34 » Daivadnya Samadchér ...  .. te oe ee an 300 
35 CO ES er | eee lar 150 
36 ) Deshakalavartamén e me ees Erandol ees ees Do. eee Paes 45 
37 ,, Dhanada... fee eee .| Vengurla me ew i? 700 
38 » Dharwar Vritt ... a .».| Dharwar as ...| Weekly . wes 750 
3y , Whureen ... es ees me .-| Belgaum ate os See a 500 
40 , Dnydn Prakash ... ke eS cool FOOND os ae ai Do. = 1,C00 
| Gee 8 aa a ee le ee ‘J 290 
42 | ,, GangaLahari .. ... oo «| Nésik ... ae ee ye 200 
a: 2% Gurakhi ... ee ee ; : Bombay miss ea Do. soa 1,500 
44 9 Gurakhi cas TT) see ee eee Do. ° ee Daily ees 8,000 
45 » Hindu Punch ... a ...| hana... + ag Weekly . aoe see 600 
46 , dagadddarsh  ... ~ “a ...|/ Ahmednagar ... ae - 300 
47 , vagad-hitechchhu ee a ee oes cae ee Sha ia 4,500 
48 oy « AMMOABOMACDAT. 000... c0e.;.. 000.200] AMA 900. ons oe a ae meee 600 
49 bs Kal wee -»s| Poona ... ae ea e 1,208 
ON cd 2 Re as a Ga ---| Dharwar ee ee arn 250 
51 9 Kalpataru.., eee os eee Sholapur eee oe. Do. eee oe 400 
52 | ,, Karmanuk eg gg eee weep ene aoe Sees | me 2,500 
831-3 eoral -Kokil cee -—-vee- 0s ...| Bombay a | Monthly... .. 2,000 
54 eee os .».| Poona... - wah SERGEY x00 ees 8,000 
55 | ,, Khandesh Chitragupta .. ere a a ae nea 125 
56 | ,, Khdndesh Vaibhav... +» | Do. ae er ENON 370 
7 », Khara Prakar ... ose . ...| Bombay sos ~=—_— oe Monthly .. eee 2,000 
58 » Kumtha Vritt ... Wi ...| Kumta _ oo Weekly .. a 206 
59 ” Lokaseva .. oe ne nas eos Nasik coe eee eee Do. ee vl 325 
60 ; Mednnis ROE ip nae os Ratnagiri ees eee Do. eee one, 200 
61 ” Madhu. BMakshika ae ‘die eee Belgaum eee ee Do. eee ° | 600 
Q ee © |: a nerneee ao |) Same Ty ; 125 
63 , Maharashtra Mitra i ove res| DACATA 00. nen ve eae Nee sail 256 
64 | 55 Makirashtra Yritt nad sie Se hea ee on eS eee we 5C 
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Number ef 


No, | Names of Newspapers, Place of Publication. Edition. | Copies issued. 
Mara’tHiI—continued, 
65 The Mitroda & eee eee penis — Satara... se 7 Weekly in 150 
66 99 Moda ritt eee eee ee ee Wai eee eee ad Do. 799 — 1,200 
67 oy Mumbai Vaibhav eee eee ee Bombay eee eee Daily bee eee 1,300 
68 ” Nagar Saméchér... ees Ose eee Ahmednagar oe eee Weekly eee ee 150 
69 99 Nasik Vaibhav eee eee eee eee Nasik eee eee eee Do. eee ee 300 
70 9 Nasik Vritt eee eee eee eee Do. eee eee — Do. int eee 300 
71 » Nipdni Vaibhav ... ove eee .«.| Nipani... oe sco} = D0. res ve 84 
72 ee ee ee ...| Ahmednagar... .... Do. ee 300 
73 9 Panchdnan see eee eee woe) Karad oe eee oe Do. ees oe 170 
74 » Fandhari Bhushan ..  « .-o| Pandharpur «+ 4 ee Ses eee 230 
75 9 Pandhari Mitr& eee see eet eee Do. eee _ Do. vee oes 160 
76 9 Pen Samacha1 eee eee eee eee Pen eee eee eee Do. eee eee 125 
yt 4 Pee VOT ee tes ee es le . 975 
78 3, Prabodh Chandrika ... ase ...| Jalgaon sa ee ie 40 
“ 79 | 4 Preapegn BAMA 44. 5k cee. ee RE ss ae” ‘ss 94 
SS | yy ee das. . wie ic ae co ee ed vi 300 
81 » Réghav Bhushan ae ee ll oe ses 200 
82 »» Satya Shodhak ... ses ee ...| Ratnégiri ... ie awe 600 
83 ” Satyavakta eee eee eee eos Vengurla coe eee Do. ° eee 275 
84 9 Shikshak . ece eee eee eee Chikodi ee eee Do. ee 225 
85 » Sholapur Samachér ine ws .-.| Shol4pur iia ct ae 2 400 
86 » Shubh Suchak ven ose ooo] DALAFA ... ia i ee sue 250 
87 »» Sudarshan ove oe ees ..-|/ Ahmednagar .. seo Do. ide 300 
88 99 Sudhakar eee eee eee ea Pen eee eee eee Do. ee 300 
89 9 Sumant ... +n sis ve voc] Kardd oe vs a. a 200 
90 9 Tukér4m eee eee eee eee ee Ahmednagar ee coe Do. eee ee 100 
91 5 Vartddarsha see ‘i owe oo} Malvan ses ee 8 ‘ed 200 
92 »  Vartéhar ... eee i a ...| Bombay - ...| Tri-weekly set 750 
93 » Vartanidhi ace a. oe ...| Poona .. oe ..| Weekly vad 2,000 
94 »  Watandar... ~~ ia ce Bij4pur me of oe ; wai 250 
95 » Vengurla Vritt ed iia ‘is ...| Vengurla oes oe Do. eee 110 
96 ° Vidya Vilas ssi aie oe ...| Kolhapur... wa waa 8 me 600 
97 35 Vikshipta ... eee see se ...{| Bombay vm ; Do. me 800 
98 - Virashaivamata Prakdsh ms Ee Akalkot , «| Do. ‘ 100 
99 » Vividh Dny4n Vistér ...  .. ...| Bombay me ..| Monthly a 590 
100 »  Vritiasdr ... a ee is ..| Weekly és 400 
101 9 Vritt Sindhu eee eee ee | Kérwar... eee ° Do. ° ee eee 
102 ; Vritt Sudha eee ee ee eee Satara eve eee eee Do. ee 110 
103 oo VYORON in ies ee a | Poona ... Bs ss Do wil 500 
ANGLO-GUJARA’TI. | 
104 | The Broach Samfchér eee ...| Broach see | Weekly ... 550 
105 » Deshabhakta iis ae ‘ike ..., Daroda ms a i 450 
106 a ...| Bombay ee 3,550 
107 » Guiardt MitrS ... wis as ..| Surat " wa i Ge 700 
108 9 Gujarat Satya Samsher eee ee eee Do. ee eee Do. eee eee 300 
109 » Hindi Punch ae ats ...| Bombay me ot ee Re 500 
‘ 110 », Hindusthdn © oF -_ pee Do. a ol. oe : 976 
lil »» Independent ‘ii e ra Do. ‘as ua 2k ee: 500 
112 » ‘saiser-e-Hind _.., om . 3 <s ofl «=. sa 2,500 
113 | ,, Kathidwdr News... .., . eof Rajkot... 0 — «».| Bi-weekly ‘s 400 
114 » Praja bandhu oa ; cad Ahmedabad ... soo] Weekly 
115 | ,, Rést Goftér eC (ttt = 1,700 
116 » Shri Sayaji Vijaya oe * ...| Baroda a R Do. . 2,000 
117 55 Surya Prakash ses | Surat ... 3 a Do. se 500 
GUJARATI 
118 | The Ahmedabad Times sia * ..| Ahmedabad ... «| Weekly ‘il 200 
119 »» Ajab aie ‘ii = “ ..| surat , Monthly ss 5200 
120 », Akhb4r-e-Islam ... eee , ...| Bombay .-| Daily oe 1,400 
121 » Akhb4re Soddgar ee : : Do. ‘ ‘ Do. oe 1,200 
122 » Arajaddr ... a 3 a ..| Baroda sie eo-| Weekl Bs 500 
123 » A’ryé Dharm Prak&sh ... ge ..| Bombay Monthly... ya 450 
A24 » Bhim Sen.. fe _ - Do Daily ov be 1,100 
125 » Bombay Sam4chér_ : o y) ne ea P “ a EO, ae 3,200 - 
126 ;, Broach Mitra... a a ..| Broach a ce Weekly .. sei 100 
127 »» Buddhi Prak4sh ... - ...| Ahmedabad ... cee Monthly ... a 900 
128 » Cambay Gazette .. ae faa ..»| Cambay na at ae a 110 
et eee cK a 350 
-130 os Chhatrapati = re ...| Bombay of | Weekly si oa 
131 » Deshi Mitr% ee io Re ...| surat ... ~ ren po aa ao 900 
132 99 Din Mani eee see eee ae Broach... eee fe Do» eee 125 
133 | » DnyénSudha_ ..,  . «4. —+-| Abmedabad ... _—_«»-| Monthly os 200 
134 Dny4n Vardhak ,, ce vn ,..| Bombay “0 se “eae me 350 
135 »  Baormd =. és, Pas vo Do. iss coat ae ies €00 
: 136 » Gap Sap ... - sui “s Do. ove coe ‘Fortnightly pe 300 
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GusaRna’TI—dcontinued, 


The Gul Afshan see ese 


99 
99 
99 
99 
39 
99 
99 
33 
+ 
99 
99 
33 
39 
33 
99 
39 
99 


The Hubli Patra 


Hitechchhu a ies 
mee eee eee 
Kachha Samdch4r ie 
Kaira Khetiwddi Patra... 
Kaira Vartaman ... bas 
Kathidwddno Himéyati... 
Kathidwdr Krishi eee 
Kithidwdér Times... noe 
Kelavni ..- ove ce 
Khoja Sam4char .. ae 
Nure Elam ‘eo “90 
Nydyadarshak «+  .. 
Pra} a Mitra eee eee 
Praja Pokér — + oes 
Rajyabhakt’ __... ee 
heute’ B4éh4dur ia 
oe ye ag cee ie 
Stri Bodh.. eee ee6¢ 
Stri Mitra re eee 
Surat Akhbar ... ioe 
Svadesh Bandhu ... 
Udichya Hitechchhu Patri 
YVaishnava.. ve eee 
Vishvadarshan oe eax 
Vyapak se: ate oe 


ANGLO-KA’/NARESE. 


ENGLIsH, MARATHI AND KANARESE. 


The Karndtak Patra ... ose 


33 


Rajahansa é ove 


KA’NARESE. 


The Chandroday& 


Karnatak Vritt ... in 
Loka Bandhu ... ses 
Rasik Ranjini_... ie 
Satya Vritt on 
Subodh Chandrika 


MARA’THI AND Ka’/NARESE. 


The Chandrika 


99 
” 
93 


Karnatak Vaibhay 
Siddheshvar sia 
2 Gee 


ENGLISH AXD HINDI. 


The Pandit... oe 


Hinpbl. 


The Shri Venkateshvar Samachar 


URDU. 


he Aina-i-Hind 


Alam Aphroz Bambai ... 
Azad Punch aie 
India Gazette +e sid 
Jah4numa... see eee . 
Justice of the Peace... 


- Makbul-e-Aalum 


Munsif-i-Deccan ... mee 
Muslim Heraid ... sea 
Nay dr-i- Islam eee see 
Punch Eahaiur .,.. ae 


Safr... — éion 
Salt n-ul- Akhbér... 


Hubli ... 


Karwar 


Poona... 


Weekly ... 


Fortnightly 


a 


.| Weekly ... 


aS eee 


Weekly ... 


Weekly ... 


.| Monthly ... 
| Tr i-monthly 


| Weekly .. 
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No. Names of Newspapers. ‘ P.ace of Publication. Edition, Copies issued, 
ENGLISH, MARa’THI AND GUJARATI. 
192 | The Baroda Vatsal_... ie ree .».| Baroda ave .»o| Weekly ... jos 550 
EnGuisH, Mara’tHI1, GUJARA’TI 
AND KONKANI. 

193 | The Garibéncha Kaivéri (Amicus Pauperum)| Bombay vii o| Fortnightly . ... "1,500 

Mara’rHt AND Unpv. 
194 | The Gulbarga Samdchér ... ... «| Gulbarga ... —...| Weekly .. = 450 

‘ ANGLO-SINDI. 
195 |TheLux.. .. 4... ss | Hyderabad (Sind) ...| Fortnightly... 350 
196 » Prabhat... so IE. vei w Do. eo.| Weekly ... ow 450 
SINDI. , | 
- 197 |The Khairkhah Sind ..... Coe ee. ee 
198 99 Muin-ul-Isl4m eee eee eee eee Do. eee eee é Do, eee eee 300 
199 » sind Sudhar iva i cia “a. oe — at ee es ive 500 
| 

ANGLO-PORTUGUESE. 
200 |O Anglo-Lusitano ... oa “7 -»-| Bomabay éo ...| Weekly ... sie 1,000 
201 | The Boletim Indiano ... ree ns mn ae |S ii wl. Bea sci 500 

; PORTUGUESE-KONKANI. 
202 |The Luso-Concanim ... = «. ai 5, ieested ‘i woo| Weekly os ner £00 


(, 


The system of spellin 
Official Spelling List of the Bom 
or d) is the last letter of a word, the accent is left out, and the short a(H =u in gun) is, to prevent confusion, 
never placed at the end of a word, This rule has been strictly followed, except that when the short a appears to be 
to complete the pronunciation of a word, asin Arunodaya or the well-known Mitra, it is printed 
with a mark over it to indicate that it is short, thus--d. 


D. The figures giving the circulation or number of copies published of each newspaper and peri(dical as 
furnished by the proprietor, are not guaranteed as accurate, and_in some instances must be regarded with < ution, 


absolutely necessary 


Notes:—A. The notices from the different Newspapers have been collected in the Report under different heads 
which are printed in italics. 


B. The names of Newspapers are printed in the margin of the Report in italics, and the number of the News 
paper in the above list is printed in brackets after the name, 


vernacular words followed by the Reporter is the same as that adopted in the 
y Presidency. 


One peculiar feature of this system is that wnen the long (a Gf 
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| 
: Politics and the Public Administration, 


4d, All India, from Cashmere to Comorin and Calicut to Calcutta, will re- 
The Right Honourable Mr. J01¢® that the selection of Lord Elgin’s successor should 


'@..N. Curzon’s appointment have fallen on the Right Honourable George N. 


as Viceroy of India. Curzon, Under-Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs. 
i agg * age (115), 14th “Mr, Curzon has long since been spoken of by states- 

ips ee SR men of his own and also of the rival party as the 
coming man. His rare talents amounting to genius, coupled with his force of 
character and singleness of purpose, have placed him in the front rank of 
ministers of the State, and we doubt not that the training which he will receive 
in India will stand him in good stead in holding, at no distant time, the reins of 
the Government of the ever-extending and ever-prospering Empire upon which 
the sun never sets. We welcome the appointment of Mr. Curzon to the 
Viceroyalty the more, because he will not be quite new to the country, which 
he but recently visited, or to. the numerous important and difficult questions 
which he had to study and deal with during the short time that he was Under- 
Secretary of State for India. His works treating of the various complicated 
Eastern questions, which have vexed the minds of many statesmen of Eng- 
land and India, give usa guarantee that he will take a broad and statesman- 
like view of things affecting the Government of this country. Being a young 
man of great promise, he will not be, from the very beginning of his career, 
completely under the thumb and influence of the Simla bureaucracy, who vir- 
tually rule the roast if the Viceroy happens to be weak and vacillating. There is 
no statesman who has better knowledge of the North-West frontiers ; and having 
personally interviewed the Amir of Afghanistan, India may hope to have in the 
new Viceroy a man who will manage the frontier affairs in a manner highly satis- 
factory to all parties concerned. As Under-Secretary of State for Foreign 
Affairs, Mr. Curzon has shown himself to be a very careful and cautious minister, 
who, paradoxical as it may appear, scems to carry a mature and wise head over 
young shoulders. There has already been a wail of wee in the Congress camp, 
for they know that the young and enthusiastic ruler does not bear any special 
love for those who take a grim delight in putting a spoke in the wheel of Gov- 
ernment. 


2. Wesee Mr. Curzon has already accepted India. Why should not 

ae India accept Mr. Curzon + Beggars cannot be choosers. 

A — Spectator (4), 14th A Fter all, the Viceroy-elect has some very good points 

in his favour. He knows the East better than most 

others; and his special acquaintance with Afghanistan, Persia and China will 

stand him in good stead. We know he has been rather badly smitten with the 

fever of the forward policy; but he is young, as we have said, and may change 

his mind with the burden of personal responsibility, crushing even for a much 
stronger man, | 


3. The Viceroyalty has been offered to and accepted by Lord Salisbury’s 
Under-Secretary for Foreign Affairs and the news 
officially wired to Simla. A new appointment is 
always sensational, and this one has proved to be peculiarly so. It is difficult to 
focus the first impressions that the public mind has taken of Mr. Curzon’s appoint- 


Mahra’‘tta (7), 14th Aug. 


- ment as Viceroy. We can say, however, that in no quarter is there any sense of 


disappointment felt so far as the capability of the man for the office is concerned. 
They all say he is able and energetic, and has a head that will undoubtedly do 
credit to the responsible post he comes to occupy. He has already made his mark in 
Parliament as the coming man of the Conservative party. He is young, perhaps 


handsome, had a brilliant University career, has travelled much and married the : 


daughter of a millionaire. All these are points in hisfavour. As for his ability 
as a statesman, his selection to be Under-Secretary for Foreign Affairs is a clear 
indication of the estimate in which his party seems to have held him. Mr. 
Curzon is said to have a proud manner and dignified and enlightened self-con- 
ceit, which shows his wisdom to advantage. The world expects much from 
him, and thus nobody locks upon his appointment with diffidence. The pro- 
spect, therefore, tefore Mr. Curzon himself and his friends and party is a very 
bright one. But what about India which he comes to rule over? Our first 
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thought in the matter is that it is a good thing for India to have for her ruler at 
such @ crisis a strong and capable man like Mr. Curzon, Whatever Mr. Curzon’s 
excellences and recommendations may be, itis certain that in his present 
appointment they had less influence than his intrinsic worth as a statesman ; 
and India is glad that a strong and capable ruler is coming out to rule over 
her at such a time. Of one thing we may now be sure. It is this, that what- 
ever Mr. Curzon may do he will do on his own responsibility and initiation, and 
will not blindly be led by his Councillors, and as a result the public will have 
the satisfaction of knowing exactly whom to praise or censure whenever an 
important administrative measure is taken. Mr. Curzon’s strong and also 
arrogant individuality is a point to recommend him to the people of India, 
though those qualities are not a guarantee for his doing only what is good to 
India. Even positive harm done by a strong and principled enemy is better 
than the halting services of a doubtfulfriend. But Mr. Curzon has, unlike his 
predecessor, a reputation at stake, and we are unwilling to believe that he is 
insensible to popularity. These two are, in our opinion, good guarantees for his 
carrying on the administration well and wisely. 


4, The Viceroy elect is a Conservative of the first water. But this isa fact 
Dayéin Prakish (3), 15th which need scarcely alarm us in India. We have had 
Pe ie ‘. a (2); enough of bitter experience of Liberal and ultra- 
Liberal Viceroys and Home Rule Governors to leave 

us any margin for chagrin on that score. A Conservative Viceroy is therefore 
welcome, if at least it be only for the change. One thing, however, is certain, 
viz., that we shall not find in the coming man a huge mediocrity. These 
huge mediocrities have so long bored us with their feebleness that all India 
would heave a sigh of relief to find at the helm of the State a person of undoubted 
abilities, and of a strength of character which would resist any mandate, however 
peremptory. Another distinct advantage in the new selection is that the Viceroy 
does not come as a total stranger to India and her politics. Nor is he, on the 
other hand, steeped in the usual Simla official prejudices to warp his judgment 
about important topics. Although he cannot lay claim to a knowledge of the 
internal economy of India and of the various questions that will early claim his 
attention, still we are sure he will bring to those questions an open and thorough- 
ly unprejudiced mind, which will refuse to gulp down as gospel truth whatever 
views the Simla clique chooses to put forward before him. There is, however, one 
feature in the new Viceroy’s opinions which makes us tremble for the moment. 
Mr. Curzon is an out-and-out Imperialist and is consequently a very ardent 
enthusiast of the forward frontier policy so favoured at Simla. There are thus, 
it will be seen, many chances of the new Viceroy turning out a far greater bless- 
ing to India than his thorough conservatism would at first lead one to expect. 
Whether he turns out this or that, or whether he proves to be a veritable king 
Stork for king Log, is a matter frought with immense consequences to the people 
of India. What the latter can at present do is to manage to put their case as 
strongly before him as they can, before his mind has been irrevocably warped 
yy official optimism. Having done this they can only wait and hope for the 

est. 


5. Mr. Curzon is a young man comparatively, and has very pronounced 
views on Eastern questions generally. It is reason- 

ae _— (2), Wh Ang>  shle therefore, to Bee that the cask few years in the 

g. cols. : pe Spee y 

history of British India will bea very memorable period, 

being devoted chiefly to the establishment of the so-called prestige of the British 
Government, by revising the diplomatic relations of India, not only with her 
neighbours, but with distant European powers. It is not unlikely that we 
shall be engaged in war with one or more of these powers, and be held respon- 
sible for payment of the war expenses ; if things go onin their old groove, we 
might predict India will have to pay by fara greater portion of her share 
of these expenses, With Anglo-Indian advisers of anti-Native sympathies, and a 
predominating military influence that will, no doubt, be brought to bear on the 
new Viceroy, he might be tempted to launch another formidable expedi- 
tion beyond the frontier. Farewell then to all internal progress! Thus it will 
be seen that the prospect is not very cheerful for the peace-loving tax-payers of 
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the Indian Empire, whose interests are but seldom consulted, and who have to 
pay in the end the lion’s share, if not the whole, of the enormous expenses that 
the costly wars undertaken for Imperial purposes entail. Mr. Curzon, however, 
seems to be of a mature and thoughtful character. It is also to be noted that 
he considers the true fulerum of Asiatic dominions lies in Hindustan. He is 
believed to be in full sympathy with the Asiatic people. He fully recognises 

that the British Government have derived their importance and prosperity by 
their acquisition of their Indian dominions. It is therefore very likely that 

Mr. Curzon will make it his chief care to govern his subjects wisely and 

well, that he may earn the blessings of millions of Her Majesty’s peace-loving 
subjects by measures which, though wholly unconnected with military glory, 

will tend to increase the happiness of the subjects and to strengthen the founda- 

tions of the British Empire in India in a greater degree than any number of 
wars undertaken at a ruinous expense is likely to do. 


6. We believe that Mr. Curzon will act in such a way as to verify the 
Native Opinion (16), 14th Native proverb which says that thundering clouds 
hia, tes eile never rain. The present times are pre-eminently for 
peace and civilisation, and Mr. Curzon, who is a states- 
man and not a warrior, will not, we venture to think, so lend himself to a 
foreign instinct as to disturb the peace for which, India so much longs, and 
which she sorely needs at the present moment. Though we cannot say that 
the new Governor-General is all that could be desired, he does possess some 
good qualities which, if allowed to have their natural influence on his policy, 
will shape it in such a way as to do good to the people. 


7. So the Viceroyalty, which had gone a-begging, has after all been 


sh offered to and accepted by that “superior’’ youn 

Champion (2), 14th Aug. man, known as the eumathble Gems Nathaniel 
Curzon, Under-Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs! We cannot say that 
the nomination or selection is a happy one for India. At the best, we fear, he 
will turn out an improved edition of Lord Lytton. Poor India’s fate is now 
sealed for the next five years. She may as well put on the mourning weeds 
from now and be prepared for heavy taxation and increased armaments. And 
she may bid good-bye to all reforms and retrenchments. What poverty must 


we 


there be of first-rate statesmen when this much travelled and much praised 


young personage is invested with the high and sacred office which once was 
filled by a Canning and a Lawrence, a Mayo and a Northbrook, a Ripon and a 
Dufferin. Alas for poor India, when she has to rest content with a variety 
of saperior clerks—pushing mediocrities with not an iota of the ripe wisdom 
and statesmanlike experience of the Viceroys of a past generation! But she 
may thank her stars that she has escaped perhaps a worse infliction than Mr. 
Curzon. Let her bear and grin it. We should not be surprised if after this 
selection Prime Ministers descend even lower to that strata of clerkdom as 
those who now administer the affairs of France. But what more can be expect- 
‘ed when the race of Prime Ministers themselves has degenerated? May 
Providence look over India and protect her—that is our only prayer ! 


8. We have not a word to say against the talents and abilities of Mr. Cur- 

. zon. We admit that he is quite a ‘‘superior ’”’ person 

mg eve a (14), 15th and has acquitted himself in a distinguished manner 
> in the Hcuse of Commons as Under-Secretary of State 
for Foreign Affairs. But we fear he has been given a slice a bit too big for him 
to swallow and digest, and India, we have reason to fear, will have to mourn 
the munificent patronage of the Marquis of Salisbury. Does not the appoint- 
ment of Mr. Curzon look on the very face of it like a “ pat . on the cheek of 
Lord Elgin, an elaborate panegyric on his dismal administration? Does it not 
indicate beyond all doubt that Lord Salisbury has determined to follow in the 
footsteps of Lord Elgin in every department of the administration of India ? 
We know that it is dangerous to prophesy. Our attempt at it when Lord Elgin 
first came out to India has taught us a lesson we will never forget. But we 
fear we shall have to indulge again in this pleasant pastime of prophecy, more 
so as we are sure to prove good prophets this time. We fedr Mr. Curzon 


e 


will be only an enlarged edition of Lord Elgin—more embellished because 
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Mr. Curzon undoubtedly is an abler and more “superior” person than Lord 
Elgin. We fear Lord Salisbury has committed a terrible blunder in appointing 
Mr. Curzon to the Viceroyalty of India. Sufficient for the day is the evil 
thereof and truly India has had enough of it. With an exhausted treasury, 
with the terrible spectres of famine and plague stalking abroad all over the 
country, with almost the entire educated population dissatisfied with the spirit 


that has pervaded the arbiters of their fate, it is almost a stupendous folly to send 


out to rule over us a comparatively raw, inexperienced, superior clerk of the 
Foreign Office. A Lord Ripon or a Lord Reay would have been the saving angel 
in the present ominous state of things in India, But the worst has happened 
and the ere-while Under-Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs will soon be 
enthroned on the heights of Simla. We of course hope for the best, but must 
be at the same time prepared for the worst. If the dismal failure of Lord 
Elgin’s administration teaches him any lesson, Mr. Curzon may be a changed 
man when he comes out to India and falsify all the dismal prognostications that 
have been made of him. But it is equally possible that he may not; and if 
unfortunately the latter proves to be:the case, we can only say, “ The pity of it, 
Oh! the pity of it.” | 


9. The latest telegram from berry — news that Mr. Curzon 
| is to succe ord Elgin as Viceroy of India. The 
‘ Se a (194), 14th news will be received with conbiceniien by many 
ee in India who know what sort of man Mr. Curzon is. 
No doubt Mr. Curzon is a great Asiatic traveller and well acquainted with the 
customs and manaers of many an Asiatic nation. He also knows too well the 
exact topography of the several principal countries on the continent. But we 
in India are at a loss to know how far these learned and statesmanlike (?) quali- 
fications will help our-new Viceroy in steering the helm of this vast Indian 
Empire. However, we are put in mind of one thing, which, it seems, must have 
been at the bottom of this unexpected and strange election. Our new Viceroy 
is the stern exponent of the extension policy that has been followed out and 
out by the three successive Viceroys.that have preceded him. India has gone 
through all sorts of discomforts and miseries, whether of divine or human make, 
under the regime of Lord Elgin. Forsooth, the people of India are overtired of 
the highly burdensome taxations that are growing by leaps and bounds in order 
to maintain and cherish the towering ambitions of the military authorities, 
who, it seems, are never behind in catching opportunities that will bring them 
prizes, stars and medals. But though such is the real state of things with many 
matters in India, it is to be deeply regretted that the Imperial Government is 
awfully ignorant of it. Had it not been for this, the destinies of. the law- 
abiding people of India, when the latter are labouring under the threefold 
miseries of famine, plague and heavy taxation at present, would not have been 
entrusted to Mr. Curzon, who is one of the staunch exponents of the extension 
policy that has been so much preying upon the Indian Exchequer. 


10. So the Right Honourable. George Nathaniel Curzon, Under-Secretary 
Kaiser-e-Hind (112) | vais for Foreign Affairs, and once Under-Secretary of State 
inane ‘for India, is our coming Viceroy. May God bless 
‘app : India and keep her safe from this young lion of Lord 
Salisbury ! What pranks he may play on the transfrontiers on the west, and on 
the borders of Bhamo, and on the banks of the Mekong it is yet premature to 
say. India needs rest. And here they send a young man, who is no doubt 
clever and much travelled, but without that mature experience which differen- 
tiates the ripe statesman from the raw politician and administrator, to create 
further unrest. Whata political imbroglio he may plunge us into, time alone 
willshow. What we expected was a Viceroy who would understand finance and 
currency questions and retrieve the country from the monetary impasse. 
into which the legislation of 26th June 1893 has precipitated it. When we 
wanted a sturdy soldier in public finance we are given a bouncing “ forward ”’ 
to go about prancing with the troops at his command on the Pamirs and the 
borders of the Middle Kingdom! ‘We fear his Viceroyalty bodes no gocd to 
India. Military expenditure is certain to increase, involving most probably 
further taxation, which the country has not the ability to bear. The English 
and the majority of the Anglo-Indian press extol his. virtues and prognosticate 


for us a prosperous and successful Viceroyalty, That is a prospect in which we 
refuse to indulge, because it is based on no solid foundation and is altogether 
irreconcileable with the declared utterances of this “superior”? mar. No 
revious Viceroy could be said to have met with so much good luck as he. But 
it is ill luck for India. Statesmanship is so rare just now in England that the 
Prime Minister, even after full four months of search, has not been able to 
send us another man than his own Under-Secretary. Alas! to what a low 
quality of Viceroys we are descending! From a Dalhousie and a Canning 
to an Elgin and a Curzon is indeed a heavy fall! Are we to understand that 
the fine breed of Viceroys of the older generation is extinct, and that in the 
future we are to context ourselves with Curzonian specimens of Viceroyalty P 
If so, the sooner the Viceroyalty is abolished the better, or at the best put into 
commission. Perhaps in this evil there may be a gain. Can it be that the 
march of events is drifting us to the realisation, in tke not distant future, of 
John Bright’s idea of the government of India by water-tight compartments 
without a Viceroy? We shall see. 3 


11. Looking to the facts that the problems with regard to Persia, Russia 
Resari (54), 16th Au and China have lately assumed a peculiar importance 
" 5° and that the new Viceroy is chiefly chosen on account 
of his close acquaintance with the relations of England with these three coun- 
tries, we think that Mr. Curzon is sent, not for relieving India from its misery 
and indebtedness, but for satisfying the insatiable ambition of England at the 
cost of India’s blood and money. During his regime we shall have no progress 
made in the matters of education, industry and commerce. The Natives, instead 
of acquiring any new privileges, will be deprived of some of those which they at 
present possess. The burden of taxation, instead of being lightened, will grow 
heavier than before on account of an increase in the military expenditure. 


12. Referring to the opinions of various newspapers as regards the prob- 
able Indian policy of Mr. Curzon, the Vrittasdr says :— 
Vrittasd (100), 15th Aug. However liberal a Viccroy or a Governor may be in 
England, and whatever policy he may have promised to adopt in Indian matters, 
we have found*by experience that he dces not retain his former views after 
setting foot on Indian soil, The Anglo-Indians never allow him to have 
his own way. It is useless, therefore, to make guesses as to the policy of a Viceroy 
from his reputation or descent. We must judge him by his attitude in Indian 
matters after he comes here. 


18. Apparently the best choice possible has been made by the Ministry of 
a Viceroy for India in succession to Lord Elgm. In 
Mr. Curzon we have one of the best men of his party, 

one who has already made his mark as a politician, 

with broad and statesmanlike views, and great and varied learning on the 
questions of the day. 


Bombay East Indian (1), 
19th Aug. 


14. We have more than once asserted that our present Secretary of State 

| is a thorough master in the art of throwing dust into 

New law of sedition in the eyes of ignorant members of Parliament, who 
India and Lord George naturally accept — ee as pe truth. 
Hamitoe, ..  Byery mail brings a fresh specimen of the unique 
ry ong bs geen ies dau ais MP he pe, when has to deal with i 
—e comfortable truths with regard to India. His reply 
to the debate on the Press Law is the latest in this direction. For, what othcr 
object than that of somehow disarming opposition on the part of members 
could Lord George Hamilton have had in view when he stated to the House a 
piece of deliberate falsehood, namely, that the very persons whom the new law 
affected had come to regard it with feelings, if. not of approval, at least of 
acquiescence? We challenge Lord George to state his grounds for the audacious 
statement he makes that the opposition at first aroused by the measures 
subsided as the intentions of the Government became known. No doubt the 
‘ntentions of the Government in framing the new law were veiled under the 
ise of specious sophistry ; but the Indian people were not fools to be deceived 
by it and they knew fully from the first the veal intentions of the Govern- 


ment. The Government could have had only one object in passing this 
con 381—4 | | 
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highly retrograde measure, namely, that of gagging the Native Press;for speak- 
in Tinigreishle truths, under the plea of checking sedition ; and it is a gross 
falsehood, probably unique in Parliamentary history, to say that opposition to 
such a measure has subsided. The opposition to that law, which is nothing but 
a part and parcel of the policy of restriction and intimidation lately, pursued by 
the Government of India, has not subsided and will never subside, unless indeed 
the Indian people become degraded enough to lose all sense of self-respect and 
to ignore all claims of consistency. If Lord George Hamilton had taken the 
trouble of reading Indian newspapers, he would have discovered what a strong 
opposition his press law has evoked ; and if latterly the Indian press has re- 
frained from harping upon the subject in season and out of season, it simply 
shows its desire to forbear from increasing the ill-feeling existing between the 
Government and the people, which would naturally be the result if the foolish 
policy of the Government were exposed in every issue of every Indian paper. 


15. Referring to the failure of Mr, Roberts’ motion about repealing the 
i. bia we Sedition Act, the Indu Prakdsh says :—His 
Ave. . oe oe Excellency Lord Elgin, with the help of the official 
: members of the Council, carried out the sedition law 
with indecent haste. The Honourable Mr. Chalmers gave no heed at the time to 
the opposition of even the Anglo-Indians. We heped, however, that the British 
Parliament at least would remove this gag on the Indian press. But there being 
at present no members in Parliament like Burke, Sheridan, Bright or Gladstone, 
ever ready to fight for the cause of justice, our hopes are frustrated and we are 
informed that the Imperial Parliament has given its assent to the sedition 
laws. Our friends in England strove for obtaining a day for the discussion of 
this question when the House re-opened after the recess; but the crafty Lord 
George succeeded in defeating this motion too. The Secretary of State seems to 
be afraid of an open discussion and thus indirectly confesses to having done a 
disreputable thing in gagging the Indian press. In his speech in the House of 
Commons Lord George made many false statements, and though we knew of 
his skill in making unwarranted assertions like those he made with regard to 
the Natu brothers, we were not prepared to receive absolutely — statements 
from him. But it has now become evident that along with wisdom he has lost 
truthfulness. Lord George told the Commons the other day that owing to 
some misunderstanding the Indians were in the beginning opposed to the new 
legislation on sedition, but that the opposition subsided as the intentions of the 
Government became better known. Now this is a sheer falsehood. We hope 
our contemporaries will keep up agitating against this law in the hope that 
some future Government might repeal it, as Lord Ripon did Lord Lytton’s 
Gagging Act. 


16. The ingenuity of Lord George Hamilton is on a par with his optimism, 
ae oe Asked in Parliament once again whether he would 
Gamat eledhen te Solute withdraw the punitive police imposed on Poona in 
the existence of a conspiracy View of the distress of municipal finance which had 
ti Bene. been caused by the plague, and in view of the collapse 
Indian Spectator (4), 14th of the theory of conspiracy during Damodar Chapekar’s 
Ang: trial, the Secretary of State said that it was wrong to 
maintain that the theory of conspiracy had exploded: it did not form the 
subject of enquiry in Chapekar’s trial, ‘The absence of evidence implicating 
others does not,’’? Lord George said, “therefore seem to be a sound ground for 
ordering withdrawal of the additional force.” No doubt there has been no trial 
of anybody for conspiracy. But the reason simply is that no one has yet 
mentioned what the nature of the conspiracy was for which Poona was saddled 
with a punitive police. The only overt act of disorder committed in the cit 
was that of the Jubilee murders. We are yet in the dark as to what the Natus 
are alleced to have done, and their demand for a trial remains unaccepted, 
The only conclusion that can be drawn from this is that it was believed that the 
Jubilee murders were the result of a conspiracy, and it was for these murders 
alone that Poona was punished with an additional police. The presiding Judge 
who tried Damodar for those murdersdeclared in most explicit terms that he 
was satisfied that there was no one behind the culprit and that the evidence 
showed:that there was no conspiracy of which the overt act was the villainous 
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deed of Chapekar. We wonder if Mr. Crowe’s declaration has reached the ear 
of Lord George. Probably it has not, for the noble Lord has shown himself 
far more anxious to stick to what he has ordered ‘or sanctioned than either to 
keep himself well informed or to recede in the light of facts disclosed. 


17. The decision of ba Spey ies High Court in the matter of the resi- 

.. dence of Indian traders will not fail to arouse a feeling 

a —— % 0 Sr ae of keen disappointment and indignation among all 
tha Benvention with Deine fair-minded and impartial persons. Now that an 
vaal in the matter of Indian authoritative decision has been pronounced on the 


traders. subject, it remains to be seen what steps the Indian and 
a" Spectater (4), 14th the Colonial authorities take in the matter. “Good 


| cometh out of evil,’’ and we need not be surprised if 
both of them now set to put the rights and privileges of the Indian subjects 
in British and protected colonies ona more satisfactory and definite basis. 
The Convention which regulates the relations between Transvaal and the British 
Governments contains, amongst others, this important provision, that the sub- 
jects of the latter, the suzerain power, excepting natives of Africa alone, shall 
_be entitled to freely reside and do business within the territory of the Republic. 
President Kruger has not repudiated the Convention, as he has the suzerainty. 
There should be, therefore, not the least difficulty in getting the High Court’s 
decision set at: naught. The only question is whether Mr. Chamberlain will 
have the inclination to champion the cause of the poor Indian emigrants and 
secure for them the common birthrights of Her Majesty’s subjects, not only in 
Transvaal, but also in the obstinate “self-governing ’’ British colonies. If he 
tolerates exclusive legislation against the Indians in the one, it will not lie in 
his mouth to ask the Boers to be more liberal in the other. 


18. Look at the utter impotency of the English Foreign and Colonial 
Offices combined to ameliorate the condition of natives 
English Foreign and of India settled in Natal for purposes of trade and 
pa spe a o commerce, For the last seven years and upwards an 
eatled ta Natel — oe anfair and one-sided piece of legislation has created 
Champion (2), 14th Aug. disabilities which the two offices, in spite of remon- 
_ strances and representations by the score, have not yet 
been able to remove even by a hair’s breadth. Why? Because even the 
British Colonies themselves, be they in South Africa or Australia, have felt the 
pulse of the English Foreign Office and the strength of the statesmen so called, 
those who roar as gently as a sucking dove—statesmen who never can move their 
little finger to remove a galling anomaly—statesmen effete and imbecile and fit 
only to make noise on the floor of St. Stephen. The Saturday Review is quite 
right when it puts its finger on the weak spot of the Government of England 
as carried on at present. England has “lost the breed of great statesmen,”’ the 
men who led her to the zenith of her power and greatness from the date of the 
Waterloo to that of the treaty of San Stefano. It is, again, the lamentable lack 
of the breed of great statesmen that the Prime Minister, though going Diogenes- 
like all over the country, with a lantern in his hand, in search of a capable 
Viceroy for India, has only been able to discover a Curzon. Can it be that 
England is beginning to realise the prophetic lines of the author of the 
‘Traveller’? ? ‘Ill fares the land, to hastening ills a prey, where wealth 
accumulates and men decay.” Let us devoutly hope England may avert the 
fate ; though we cannot shut our eyes to the patent fact, which even the blindest 
of the blind can realise, if not see, that with the accumulation of colossal wealth, 
there is a deplorable decline in the quality of the men who steer the helm of the 
State, not only in England but in the greater England beyond the seas. 


19. In answer to a question in Parliament, Lord George Hamilton gave 

to a representative of what we may term the anti- 

Inadvisability of reviving Pyritan view of the State protection of vice question 
the-eee a + —_ — the assurance that the old rule would shortly be re- 
ates eee the names of Vived, which imposed the obligation on every medical 
soldiers afflicted with venereal practitioner, cognizant of any one being affected with 
disease. a contagious or infectious disorder, to make known the 
Indian Spectator (4), 14th 64 °¢ to the commanding officer of the cantonment. 


ane To compel the doctor to make compromising dis- 
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closures as regards their patients is almost tantamount to oo persons 
afflicted with venereal diseases from going to a doctor. e know what the 
effect of a similar obligation on medical men as regards the plague in our own 
city has been. It has been to positively encourage people’s refusing to call in 
the doctor in the days of the epidemic, not only in cases of plague, but also of all 
diseases which might be suspected to be plague. On the other hand, it has not 
lessened concealment of plague cases in any material degree. The effects of the 
obligation on medical men to disclose knowledge of a person afflicted with a 
venereal disease must prove worse still, for every one feels much greater humi- 
liation at being known to have that ailment than he can possibly feel if he is 
segregated asacase of plague. The new rules would fail, we are inclined to 
think, by their overdoing the thing. They tend directly towards encouraging a 
conspiracy of silence in which even the soldiers sought to ‘be protected might 
join. We can well conceive Tommy’s anxiety to have even suspected women 
remain in the cantonment rather than have none. Half-and-half as the present 
system is—and we suppose no system of protection of vice can possibiy be 
effective, for medical science cannot count upon always discovering the germs 
of venereal disease,—we can well foresee that its effects will only be irritation, 
black-mail and tale-telling, without a. diminution in the figures for admission 
of soldiers in hospital. That dimination can be secured only by weaning the 
soldier away from sin. In time, let us hope this wholesome wisdom will come 
to the advocates of the protection system. Meanwhile, let them see if nothing 
else than actual bitter experience can make them wise. 


20. What is the matter with the powers that be? Within a short period 

; as ot oe have done a number of deeds which do credit 

a, Gaada dike “Viceroy either to their head nor to their heart. The latest 
and Governors of Bombay and is the enhancement of the salaries of the members 
Madras and the increase of the Executive Councils. Could there be anything 
recently sanctioned therein, more absurd or more unjust? However roseate 
ge i ), th Aug, views about Indian finance Lord George Hamilton 
may have, it is pronounced by all who have a com- 

petent knowledge of India that she isin an embarrassed state. Thedebt of India is 
increasing day by day, and its taxation has reached the utmost limit. Under 
the circumstances one would expect those .at the helm of the Government to cut 
down expenditure. But instead of that we find them increasing it, and that in 
a direction in which there is not the least necessity. Even though Indian finance 
had been in as prosperous a condition as Lord George Hamilton would have us 
believe, it would have been wrong to increase the salaries of the members of 
the Executive Councils. How muck more open to objection is it to-increase 
them now, when the financial condition of India is the very opposite of 


‘prosperous ? | 


21. The absurd reply given by the Imperial Government to the Bombay 
dele dela Presidency Association on the subject of its memorial 
co Calas at few on the revised rules of the Rurki_ College plainly tells 
and the reply of the Govern- US that the authorities at head-quarters have no case. 
ment of India to the memo- They have miserably failed to traverse each and every 
om ‘of ys Bombay Presi- argument of the Association. The Government has 
oo ee ee them, as if they never had been 
Champion (2), 14th Aug, urged. So much for its candour and sense of equity 
; in the consideration and disposal of a public ques- 
tion. But failing to reply to the arguments, what does it say? This only, 


that they want robust people at the College, but Bombay, Bengal and Madras 


do not send them. They “are not sc well fitted for appointments to the 


provinces of the North-West, the Panjab, the minor administrations of the 
Railway branch, as competent natives of Upper India.” This is, indeed, a 
strange argument, and its strangeness is emphasized by its being urged for the 
first time. When did the Imperial Government discover this physical infirmity 
of the people of Bombay, Bengal and Madras, which makes them “ less fitted ” ? 

y, up till 1896 it was-never heard of. And even assuming for the 
moment that it was only yesterday that the administration rose from its deep 
slumber to find out the lesser fitness of the people of the three provinces, 
may it be asked what prevented it from prescribing rules for physical fitness ? 
If the people are so feeble, why does not the Indian Government altogether 
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abandon recruiting soldiers for Madras, Bombay and Bengal regiments from 
' men of those respective provinces? Why not recruit these troops wholly from 
the races of Upper India? What are a couple of engineers every year to 
thousands of soldiers? Which, according to the Imperial Government, are of 
paramount interest—the engineers or the soldiers? The fact is that the Gov- 
ernment, being at its wits’ end to assign any rational cause, has been driven to 
this miserable subterfuge, which, to say the least, is most disingenuous. 


22. Owing to the outbreak of plague at Sholdpur trade was very slack 
| and the traders suffered severe losses during the last 
Request to Government year. It was therefore improper for Government to 
ki ceca peypeys assess the income-tax as usual. Business was at a 
of plages ob Bholipar, standstill at Sholépur for the five or six months 
Eiders (51), 14th Aug, during which the town was abandoned by its inhabite | 
ants. We therefore request Government to take into 
their consideration the heavy losses suffered by traders on account of plague 


and make some reduction in the amount of the income-tax required of them. 


23. The opium speculation, in which not only males but even some 
females try their luck and get ruined, is still indulged in 
Disapproval of the alleged on an extensive scale at Surat. Itis.a kind of gambl- 
opium speculation going on ing which the police and other authorities are unable 
at Surat. . : i 
Gujara't Mitra (107), 14th 40 Stop owing to some technical defect in the existing 
Aug, law, and we think it necessary that the authorities 
should hasten to have an amendment made therein so 
that opium speculation may be stopped just as rain speculation was stopped 
some time ago. It is satisfactory that the Income-tax officer at Surat has deemed 
proper to levy the tax on opium speculators, as there is some likelihood of some 


of them closing their shops on that account. 


24, The Dnydn Prakdsh approves of the verdict of the jury and the 
sentence passed by the Allahabad High Court in the 

Decisions in cases of as- case of a European gunner who was charged with 
saults by Europeans on Kuro- ssaylting a European lady in a railway carriage 
peans and Natives. pee : ‘ it 
Dnyin Prakésh (3), 15th 0d observes:—The result is thus eminently satis- 
Aug., Eng. cols. factory and we doubt not that ladies travelling alone 
at night will now be pretty sure of not being in any 

way ‘disturbed by such ruffians. The fact of the complainant being herself a 
European divested the case of the chance of being taken by the defence into 
the by-lanes and pitfalls of legal quibbles as regards identification and intention 
and temporary insanity, and has thus resulted in clear and exemplary justice 


being meted out to the accused. 


25. The same paper, while writing on another case decided before the 

same tribunal, in which also a European soldier was 
15th tried on a charge of murdering a chaprasi and was 

acquitted on the ground of temporary insanity, ex- 
presses dissatisfaction with the decision, saying :—Look on this picture and on 
that. We wish we could feel equally satisfied with the result of another trial 
which took place last week before the same tribunal. In this case a poor Native 
Muhammadan punkha-coolie had been bayoneted to death by a soldier, equally 
young, for no earthly reason whatsoever. His Lordship Mr. Justice Blair, the 
very same Justice who gave seven years in the railway assault case noticed 
above, heartily concurred with the verdict of the Jury and acquitted the accused ! 
He, however, ordered Private Whelan to be detained in custody till tlie case 
had been submitted for the orders of the local Government ! ! ! 


26. Can it be believed that some Anglo-Indians have actually expressed 
resentment at the punishment awarded to the perpe- 
Punishment awarded to trators of the Barrackpur tragedy ? ‘They consider 
the perpetrators of the Bar- . N i i RS 
rackpur tragedy and the it to be too severe. evertl eless it is a fact. What 
opinion of Anglo-Indians a state of depravity of mind must these men have 
about it. ne reached to take up cudgels on behalf of blood-shed- 
abel ete esc ders, simply because they possess white skins like 


Row: cote. 
Fes. Bi themselves ! 


Dnyan Prakash (3), 
Aug., Eng. cols. 
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27. The dacoities in the Nasik District are, indeed, a very serious affair 
A memorial has already been forwarded to Govern- 
Request to Government to ment on the subject. The dacoits are said to be 
find out the causes of the Kolis and Bhils, who are armed with deadly weapons. 
dacoitics ae) Lath Ang. It is satisfactory to know that some of the dacoits 
jarate (106), 14th Aug., 
Eng. cols. have been brought to their knees, and we have no 
: doubt that the whole gang will shortly come to grief. 
But it is difficult to understand why for, three months nearly they should have 
been allowed to do things at their own sweet will and create consternation 
amongst peaceful and unarmed inhabitants. These dacoities remind one of the 
agricultural riots in the Deccan, in which Marwadis and other sawkars were treat- 
ed as they are now treated in the Nasik District. . Why the Bhils and Kolis there 
have all of asudden taken te these plundering practices requires careful investi- 
gation. There seems to be something wrong somewhere, and we trust Govern- 
ment will find out the causes which have led to this remarkable outbreak of 
lawlessness. ‘ Dacoits’ is a very convenient expression in newspapers and suited 
ae to the purposes of law courts. But it has a world of meaning to thoughtful 
administrators and statesmen who take interest in the material welfare of the 
agricultural and labouring classes of the population, 


28. Many of this week’s papers, following in the wake of Dr. Blaney of 
Bombay and quoting from his letter to the Bombay 
Plague operations at Bel- qailies, run down the system of segregation and ask 
e" Ohikitsak (31), 10th Aug, the Government to discontinue it. The Chikitsal, 
| after deprecating segregation and censuring its con- 
temporaries for being alarmists, proceeds to make a few observations about 
the plague operations at Belgaum :—Under the present system one cannot get 
tickets at the railway station unless one has a pass from the municipality or 
the Magistrate. We hope this restriction will be removed, as it is quite useless 
in so far as the person who is possessed of a pass can scarcely be identified by 
the ticket clerk as the genuine pass-holder. We beg to draw the attention of 
the authorities also to the miserable sheds to which whole families are removed. 
There is in those sheds dampness below and rain overhead, besides the wind 
always blowing with great force. Under these circumstances one cannot 
conceive how a man can live there with young children and cook his food. 
We have also to bring to the notice of the authorities that by removing the 
tiles of roofs for letting in light and air they expose the inmates of houses to 
heavy showers of rain. , 


29. It appears that plague has been on the increase at Bombay and is 
spreading throughout the presidency. Two plague 
Plague operatiors at Anand cases having lately been imported from the Baroda 
and Ahmedabad. ee eee State to Mahudha in the Kaira District, the medica] 
— b9P) inspection at Anand does not seem to be quite satis- 
f factory. We therefore request the plague authorities 
at Anand and Ahmedabad to take all possible precautionary measures against 
the importation of plague germs into Gujarat, as it will be very difficult for 
the poor people and the municipalities to cope with plague if it once breaks 
out. : 


30. We learn that on the night of the 14th instant the theft of a box 
was attempted in the Health Camp, Ranchore Lines, 
Attempted theft at the The robber cut with a knife the mat hut and extract. 
| Health Camp, Ranchore Lines @q 9 ox from it, whereupon the owner’s wife, bein 
3 (Karéchi), and the inade- ‘ 3 “9 
| hgry! Pyaar 4 awake at the time as she was nursing her child, gave 
| ~quacy ot the po ice guard. : h ) . 
| Phwnix (8), 17th Aug. an alarm, saying that the box was being taken away. 
| 3 ’ 

Thereupon the woman’s husband awoke and chased 
the robber. The robber, who had already secured the box, happened to fall 
down and his leg was caught hold of by the owner of the box. The robber’s 

- companion, seeing this, came to his rescue, and after striking several blows with 
- a stick on the owner of the box, released his companion and both afterwards 
fled away. It is hoped that more policemen will be placed in these health 
camps. eats ; | | : 
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31. A propos of our articles, that appeared in the Prabhdt of 28rd and 
ee ees 30th July last with regard to the misdemeanour of 
en 4 (Sin 4) thanked fortheir '2¢ Beluchi sepoys, we have received the following 
promptness in taking notice COMmunication from the District Police Superintend- 
of a complaint about the ent, Hyderabad, which is an extract from the District 
misconduct of  Beluchi Magistrate, Hyderabad’s letter addressed to the for- 


Sepoys. — mer :—* The editor of the Prabhdt might be informed 
hét (196), 13th Aug., 6 oL cht be me 
at ee Military authorities have been communicated with 


with a view to the prevention of conduct of the kind 
complained of.” We need not say we are heartily thankful to Messrs, Mules 
and Cox for the promptness with whiclr they have taken action in the matter. 
When we published the complaints we felt confident that, as soon as these 
officers learnt that such an evil existed, they would devise means to stop it, 
and we have not been disappointed. We should not let this opportunity go by 
without acknowledging our special thanks to Mr. Cox for the patient, fair and 
sympathetic manner in which he conducted enquiry into the matter a few days 
ago. 


32. A correspondent writes:—Look wherever you like—at the Public 

| Works or the Revenue, the Police or the Forest 

BP rth ar et, og Department—corruption reigns supreme everywhere. 
Phenix (8), 17th Aug. All, all is rotten—rotten to the very core. We have 
reached a stage that marks the lowest point of degrada- 

tion of a nation. Where the rayat sinks so low as to forget his rights and 
submits to the extortions of petty Munshis without striking a single boom or 
even uttering a single cry in his own deience, rest assured no reform is possible 
without a thorough overhauling. As to the cause of this state of affairs, it is 
not far to seek. Roughly speaking, the heads of the various departments may 
be divided into three classes, Jirst, those who are themselves dishonest and 
corrupt. They connive at the corruption of their subordinates, and even go so 
far asto encourage their subordinates in their evil ways. Instances are not 
wanting where the officials, aye even European officials, have stooped to openly 
suggest to their subordinates the ways and means of plundering the State or the 
poor rayat. It is evident that no reform worth the name can be expected 
from men of this class. In the second class may be included officers who are 
for the most part honest and upright themselves, but cannot be brought to see 
the wrong that they inflict on the rayat by telling their subordinates to indulge 
in their wicked ways. ‘They think only of the poverty of the poor, hardworked 
drudge and are moved with pity and compassion at the wretched lot of the foot 
of clay. They cannot imagine, they will tell you, how their poor Munshi can 
support his family with such a paltry sum, unless the rayat pays him, and so out 
of sheer goodness of heart they help to perpetuate an abominable practice. 
Lastly, there are the officers who tolerate the system for administrative purposes. 
I cannot say if they look at the question from any higher standpoint and 
try to restrain their subordinates from plundering the poor rayat. The incon- 
siderable pittance to which the Government limits the salaries of the members of 
its subordinate service and the cursed rasaz system are chiefly responsible for 
this state of things. So long.as the Sahib listens to the complaints of his 
butler and his patewalas and munshis, who iook forward to an unlimited supply 
of milk, eggs, &c., without being called upon to pay for them, and so long as the 
Government sticks to its mistaken policy with respect to the remuneration of its 
servants, so long will the subordinate officials have a real grievance against 
the Government, and corruption and bribery go on thriving as well as ever. 
The mischief is not confined to this or that class or section of the people ; it is, 
so to say, universal, Itisa patent fact that the Muhammadan and the non-Amil 
element of theservice is as corrupt as the other. In this respect, at least if 
in nothing else, the partiality shown by the late Commissioner to Muharmmadans 
in securing them posts, even to the prejudice of the whole service, has resulted 
in nothing but mischief, pure and simple. Therefore, I say, it is absurd to 


throw the whole burden-on the poor Amil. He is as good or, if you please, as 


bad a creature as any of the rest. 
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88, A correspondent writes :—People are at present much inconvenienced 

see a of by there being only one stamp-vendor at such an 

Alloged dulheulty of °” important place as Guhdgar and by his having a 

taining stamps and receipt 

Cuitits ‘cca "thet oc sotioalies es haa Boe biapg torus. sliatbe a 
iplun sub-division at- | nge. In € stamps 

négiri). is wi tk Guhdgar or to appoint one more stamp-vendor.. Such 

re : a von an arrangement will be convenient to the people 

without causing any loss to Government. 


Education. 


34, The rules recently framed by the Gujarat College Board, Ahmedabad, 
. prohibiting students from taking part in political 
at . = bra movements show that the people of Gujarat are really. 
College tek, Ah medabed, cowardly! The rules are so queer that we fail to 
of students from taking part understand how the Native members of the Board 
in political movements. sanctioned them. We are ashamed of this unprece- 
prot tra (126), 1ick dented initiative taken by the Gujarét College, They 
i. ' “~~ have no power to control the conduct of students out- 
, side College. The Board might now go a step further 
and interfere with the liberty of students by prohibiting them from reading 
certain political newspapers. Since even Government Colleges have not moved 
in the matter, it is difficult to defend this high-handed and illegal action, 
and we recommend the Gujarat College authorities to either withdraw the noti- 
fication regarding the rules at once, or place before the public substantial 
erounds for its issue. [The Broach Mitra also makes adverse comments on 
the action of the College Board, and says that the Board ought to know that the 
future welfare of students depends on their knowledge of political matters. | 


Municipalities. 


35. The Mahratia gives a table showing the income and expenditure on 

(1) public safety, (2) public health and convenience 

Administration of the and (8) public instruction of the Poona Municipality 
ooo nee ty at on’ from 1885 to 1897, and observes :—The table will give 
Vt, SSSS~S~S*é« eaders & good idea as to how the Poona Munici- 
Mahrdtta (7), 14th Aug. = pality enlarged its resources during the thirteen years 
and also how it went on increasing its expenditure on 

public matters along with it during the same period. Increased revenue and 
expenditure is, as even the enemies of the Poona Municipality must admit, a 
distinct sign of its prosperity, and we fail to see how the advisers of Government 
can have the presumption to suggest a curtailment of the elective element in the | 
municipality in the face of this prosperity. But the comparison of the revenue 
and expenditure of the Poona Municipality alone during the last thirteen years will 
not perhaps suffice. Let us therefore see how it stands in that matter in com- 
parison with other important municipalities. in the presidency. The paper then 
gives a table showing the income and expenditure on the above-mentioned three 
heads of the Poona and other important municipalities in the Bombay Presidency 
and observes :—The table conclusively proves many things. The Poona Muni- 
cipality ranks in importance as the fourth municipality in the whole presidency 
of Bombay. It has spent upon public safety more than any municipality except 
that of Karachi, it has maintained its proportion between income and expendi- 
ture on a par with that of all the other municipalities, and it has spent on public 
instruction full 57,654 rupees, a sum greater than that spent by any other 
municipality in the whole presidency. The Poona Municipality thus stands 
first in point of expenditure on one of the most important functions of local 
bodies, viz., public instruction. It may be remembered that the Bombay Gov- 
ernment had cited the interest taken by Poona in public education as the princi- 
pal reason for giving her the higher elective franchise that she now enjoys. Now 
what the Poona Municipality spent upon education in the year 1885 amounted 
to only Rs. 17,490. It follows, therefore, that because the Poona Municipality 
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has brought itself into a fair position to spend three times as much as it spent 
in i885 ; in other words, because the Poona Municipality has begun to take three 
times as much interest in public education asit did in 1885, or because the muni- 
cipality has positively qualified itself for a far higher elective franchise than was 
originally bestowed on i, therefore five more nominated members are to be forced 
upon it, thus reducing that elective franchise from two-thirds to four-sevenths. A 
splendid reward for good work done, a nice encouragement indeed to municipal 
improvement and reform! There.are absolutely no reasons why the elective fran- 
chise of the Poona people should be curtailed. If there are any reasons, they all 
point the other way. Are we not therefore entitled to challenge Government 
to publicly state its reasons before it proceeds to accept the innovation suggested 
by the Poona authorities? If Government is bent upon what the public rightly 
regard as mischief, it should at least perpetrate it manfully. We strongly 
per the secret bureau system of official work, at least in such matters. 

e appeal to Government, therefore, that if it really wants to impose five new 
nominated incubuses upon the municipality, it will at least have the goodness 
to impeach the municipality openly, give it a hearing in its defence, and then 
rescind or confirm the rule nis¢ issued against it. 


Intelligence extracted from the Press. 


33. A correspondent writes :—The resources of the Hubli Municipality 
are sinking down inversely with the growth of the 
Insanitary state of Hubli plague, and hence the great neglect discernible in the 


(Dhérwar). sanitary matters of the town. The salaries of corpse- 
— Vritt (168), 16th hearers having been discontinued, dead bodies are 


found lying for 10 or 12 hours unremoved. Filth and 
dirt being allowed to accumulate in streets for want of a sufficient number of 
sweepers, the gutters stink very badly. Dead rats are found thrown here and 
there, polluting the atmosphere. If this state of things be apathetically allowed 
by the authorities to continue, there is no knowing to what unhealthy condition 
the town will be reduced. 


37. <A very sad event of the week was the death on Monday last of Dr. K. 
N. Bahadurji, a most public-spirited citizen of Bom- 
nays who passed away in the very prime of life, being 
only in bis thirty-eighth year, He was the first in this 
presidency to compete and obtain the degree of M.D. 
of the London University, and he had won distinction 
in his profession, For the last few years he was a member of the Standing 
Committee and of the Municipal Corporation, and though at times his zeal 
outran his discretion, he was respected for his sincerity and sturdy independence. 
He always exerted himself to advance the dignity of the local medical profession. 
During the plague epidemic he was among the foremost in endeavouring to 
alleviate the sufferings of the affected, and the Parsi Fever Hospital, for the 
benefit of his community, was started and maintained by his personal exertions. 
Bombay has good cause to deplore the death of so promising a citizen. 


88. The Parsi community must be deemed to be exceptionally unfortunate 

this year, as it has Jost, within a short space of a 

ie sig . ven (16) 7am month, two of its most respected and useful members, 
lei iad Following closely upon the death of Sir Jamsetji Jiji- 


Death of Dr. K. N, Baha- 
durji, M.D. (London). 

Bombay East Indian (1), 
19th Aug. 


bhoy comes the inexpressibly sad end of Dr. K. N. Bahadurji. His premature 


death, in the prime of his life and in the plenitude of his power, will send a thrill 
of sorrow throughout the length and breadth of India. Endowed with talents 
of a high order, which marked him out at once as a public leader, with fluency 
of speech which enabled him to hold command over large audiences, and which, 
many a time, threw people into doubts as to whether he belonged to the legal 
or to the medical profession, independent in his views, earnest in his convictions, 
and, above all, disinterested in his motives, he attained within a brief period of 
ten years a unique position among his countrymen and made his influence felt 
in every department of public life in Bombay. 
39. A large number of the other papers of this week deeply deplore the death 
of Dr. K. N. Bahadurji. The Kesari, while announ- 
Kesari (54), 16th Aug. Ging the news, Writes ;—When we take into considera- 
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tion his great learning and fearless independence of character, his patriotism, 
the evidence which he gave regarding the Indian Medical Service before the 
Commission in England, the work he did in the Bombay Municipal Corporation 
and the services he rendered during the last plague visitation, we think every 
one will regard his death as a great loss to our presidency. 


40, Ever since the starting of the Kdlidds, its editor, Mr, Krishnaji Abaji 
Guruji, has been working for the establishment of a 
First meeting of the Native Native Press Association in this presidency. The 
a — tobe held first, meeting of this Association is to be held at 
Gura’khi (44), 18th Aug. Dharwér on the 27th instant. We hope the editors — 
of all the newspapers in the presidency will respect 

the invitation of Mr. Guruji and attend the meeting. 


41. A meeting of newspaper editors of Dhdrw4r was held in the house of 

ee Rdo Saheb Venkatrao Katti, a Government pensioner. 

. an g peaeal ie yt f (6s), Mr. Katti was called to the chair, and it was resolved 

isthe Ang. + that the advisability of establishing a Press Associa- 

tion be considered at the next session on the 27th 

instant, to which mofussil editors may be invited, and that the first item of busi- 

ness should be in reference to submitting a joint memorial to Government on 

the recent postal regulation on the levy of postage on exchange copies of news- 
papers. 


42. The Satyavakta asks whether the 

Alleged performance of a play called attention of Government has been drawn 
he Vat {Valiant) Shivaji by to a play called “The Shurvir Shivaji” 
Péliténa, vamee wompmy ®" (Valiant Shivaji), which is performed by 
Satyavakta (155), 13th Aug. the Vankaéner Dramatic Company of Mr. 


Trambaklal at Pdlitana. 


43, It is rumoured that a disease similar to plague has broken out in 
certain villages of the Panch Mahals. We think it 

-Rumoured outbreak of a therefore necessary that the loval authorities should 
—— — - ye i, ascertain what tne disease is and take precautionary 
corte Vulages of the Fanch measures against its spread throughout the district, 
Jangali (140), 15th Aug. and request Mr. Doderet, District Collector, Panch 
Mahdls, to introduce the system of granting health 


certificates to all persons going from one place to another in the district. 


G. M. SA’THE, 
Reporter on the Native Press. 


Ojfice of the Reporter on the Native Press, 
New Secretartat, Bombay, 23rd August 1898. 
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- Complaint against the heir-apparent of the Dhrén gadra Statein— 40 
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Bombay Muhammadans and the Sultan of Turkey: Order of Medtjidieh con- 

. ferred on a Bombay Muhammadan by the Sultan of Turkey and a meeting 
of Muhammadans to be held to present the order eee 42, 
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tary officer on plague duty at Hubli on the Diwan of Savanur ee 


List of Newspapers and Periodicals, 


(For the week ending 27th August 1898.) 


; ee 
a | 
| Names of Newspapers Place of Publication . | Bition. Med ong onde 
ENGLISH. 
1 |The Bombay East Indian Bombay Ql Ve ee 400 
ae ar Pe oe oa. aa iss «| Do. set 700 
3 99 nyan Prakash . eee oe Poona eee ees Do. eee eee 300 
4 i ian Spectator and Voice of India .| Bombay sie «| Do. “ 700 
. 1% Kardchi Chronicle eee Karachi ees mee eimegee 500 
6 » K&thidwadr Times Réjkot ie Daly © a. x 75 
7 | » Mahratta.. a 2 ee eB 600 
8 » Phenix ... Karachi ave Bi-weekly 500 
9 » Quarterly J ournal of the Poona Sirva- 
janik Sabha . ve .| Poona... eve , Quarterly 300 
10 | .» Sind Times | Karachi vee evel Bi-weekly 200 
AnGLo-MaRATHI. 
11 | The Din Bandhu _.... .| Bombay see ..| Weekly . i 1,000 
12 5» Dnydén Chakshu .. .| Poona wie a: a 900 
13 ry) Dny énoday a eee . Bombay ee . Do. eee 600 
14 », Indu Prakash _... oes | Do. oe ..| Bi-weekly es 600 
15 » Kamgdr or Workman at Be. van .».| Weekly ‘is 1,000 
16 » Native Opinion ... = « a. oe sai ..| Bi-weekly ‘a 700 
17 » Prabhakar se ; Do. i ..| Daily me 500 
18 5 Shri Saydji all ..| Baroda... i oui Bi-weekly mee 2,500 
19 »» subodh Patrika .. ..| Bombay soe we.) Weekly .. ove 500 
20 »» Sudharak., ee .e.| Poona... ” a. af oe 3,000 
21 », Vartahar .. ..| Bombay a Do. ai 1,000 
MaRATHI, 
92 | The Aram ee ..| Bombay ve ...| Fortnightly i. 600 
93 , Arunodaya eee ..| Thana ; .| Weekly ... ‘ 740 
24 » A’ryavart ... ‘3 .-| Dhulia.. - Do. a 205 
25 ~« mea ‘is ..| Ratnagiri : Do. ss 990 
26 » Belgaum Samachar - ..| Belgaum ; oe} Do, i 315 
27 ia Bhut as wae - ..| Bombay +“ re O. 1,250 
93 » Chanddnshu ne ..| Tasgaon ea i 100 
99 » Chandrakant i ..| Chikodi wich a ee 2 200 
30 » Chandrodaya " ...| Chiplun ‘ ; Do. eee 250 
31 ,, Chikitsak... os 0 ..| Belgaum ne ..| Do. - 756 
32 S Chitragupta on a és ...| Karad ... - A oe 200 
33 » Daivadnya Mitra . ».  eeef Bombay és ..| Monthly 00 500 
34 | ,, Daivadnya Samichar ... : eGo ae a. ee 300 
35 | » Dakshin Vritt ... i- ..| Kolhdpur a eee) Weekly 150 
36 » Deshakdlavartamdn ; = «| Erandol ee : er 45 
37 ,, Dhanada... ves ee ..| Vengurla . bas ee ga r] 
38 |, Dharwar Vritt ... <a wes ss ..| Weekly .. soe 750 
gy ,» Dhureen ... . o ve ‘ .»| Belgaum ais en ae ere ie 500 
40 | , Dnydn Prakdsh ... sf - eee] Poona oe it a. xe ‘ 1,C00 
4] » Dnyan Sagar mh a ‘ ..| Kolhapur... e Do. ee 290 
42 { ,, Ganga Lahari_.. Aa ' ..| Nasik @ ; Do. sa 200 
as | GUTOEO x. ; ..| Bombay <i Do. i“ 1,500 
44 » Gurdxhi ... ose i ae .- | Daily “ 8,000 
45 » Hindu Punch ... : ...| Thana .. bs we] Weekly ... ail 600 
46 ,» dagadddarsh = «. a a Ahmednagar bas seal ae a 300 
47 » Jagad-hitechchhu 2 ..| Poona ... a a: ‘ai 4,500 
48 » Jdagatsamachar .. oe ..| Thana ... ™ pt ee ai 600 
49 “a KAl ati sie : .».| Poona ... se a ee _ 1,208 
50 | , Ké4lidas .. eee ‘s ...| Dhérwar oe eee a 250 
51 »» Kalpataru.,.. _ ..| Sholapur eos oo | eee e 400 
52 » Karmanuk sae a | Poona... ose ocak: ants = 2,500 
53 » Keral Kokil ie - ..| Bombay ve vee Monthly... wa 2,000 
54 He Kesari oe va »».| Poona ee eee Weekly eee 200 8,000 
55 |. ,, Khandesh Chitragupta ... a ..| Dhulia = a a ee eas 125 
56 », Khandesh Vaibhav rere one Fr a eee cet ee ose ee 370 
57 » Khara Prakar ... Sie ‘ .-.| Bombay ine eo} Monthly nee 2,000 
58 »  Kumtha Vritt ... i ...| Kumta ne ..| Weekly aa 200 
59 Lokaseva.. eee ~ 9° eee Nasik e ees oe Do. + eee 325 
a -. .| Ratnagiri ... | Do. See 200 
61 » Madhu. Makshika as ee --| Belgaum rm a. ae , 600 
Q » Madhu Vritt ... ‘a ss scl WEGR t0e ‘i eS: “ae te 125 
63 ” Mah4r4shtra Mitra eee eee ee Satara... ee eee Do. rs see 256 
64 Mahk4rdshtra Vritt se. ces ee Do. eer eee eee, Do. eee eee 
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| . | 
Mara'tHi—continued, 
65 The Mitroda a eee eee eee ee Sadtéra... ee Weekly eee ee 150 
G6} 4, Moda Vrité. 160 one ee ei oe i ce ee 1,200 
67 Mumbai Vaibhav nt me oa Bombay eee eee Daily eee 200 1,300 
68 » Nagar Samfchfr... v0 ‘ ...| Ahmednagar ud Weekly ia as 150 
69 9 Nasik Vaibhav eee ee ee Nasik eee ee ee Do. see tak. 300 
70 ” Nasik Vritt eee ee oes e Do. eee ° sae Do. eee ee 300 
71 », Nipdni Vaibhav ... eee ve »»-| Nipdéni... oe a we. ee pe 84 
72 » Nydy& Sindhu shi ses «| Ahmednagar ... ae. as 300 
73 9 Panchdéanan ee eee ‘eg Karad eee eee ee Do. eee eee 170 
74 » Pandhari Bhushan ‘ <a .| Pandharpur .«. a a Y i 235 
76 5, Pandhari Mitra ... ‘i mr ee Do. oa ce a ee see 160 
7 » Pen Saméchér ... oo oe oes Pen eee 126 
77 » Poona Vaibhav ... i. ‘a Talegaon Débhéda ...| Do. 4 975 
78 », Prabodh Chandrika : és ..+| Jalgaon fee ee ee “ 40 
79 »  Prabodh Ratna ... ‘3 .».| Barsi ... ‘ Do. ‘a 94 
80 is EE ie ‘ si ...| Isl4mpur cas ia Os 53 300 
81 » Raghav Bhushan ae ee ...( Yeola ... oe soot Do. ee 200 
82 5», Saty’ Shodhak _ ia ..| Ratndgiri na se 600 
83 » Satyavakta ‘a ee oe --| Vengurla =.» - oe oss 275 
84 » Shikshak . ase is vee -o| Chikodi «| ~=Do. 225 
85 9 Sholapur & Samach&r - ...| Shol4pur | Do. 400 
86 »» Shubh Suchak ’ see .o.| Satara .. iki a oe one 250 
87 »» Sudarshan ee oe see Ahmednagar ses «| Do. = 350 
88 », sudhdkar ee * ia ee eG eee oe a 300 
89 » Sumant ... ses a woo} Kardd ., ae Os (tee ‘ 200 
90 » Llukérdm ... ee ote ove “4 Ahmednagar ree — a re 100 
91 » Vartadarsha ove is a oo| Malvan sae ot = DG ‘a 200 
92 » Vartéhar ... an = “ i Bombay ve ..| Tri-weekly ose 700 
93 »  Vartdnidhi ie < oe ...| Poona .. “on .| Weekly - 2,000 
94 » Vatandar... os ce ee = Bij4pur a. oe 250 
95 »» Vengurla Vritt - 4 ...| Vengurla 1 7m ce 110 
96 " Vidya Vilds pe om oad Kolhépur ee Do. x : 600 
1. Teen a lm Ul Eee aa ; 1,800 
98 »» Virashaivamata Prakash - ..| Akalkot es a > 100 
99 | ,, Vividh Dny4n Vistér ... .. ...| Bombay vs sae| Monthly .. os 550 
100 » Vrittasér ... ‘ ae 000k WEEE. ens ~ | Weekly .. :, 400 
101 5 Vritt Sindhu ee ae | Karwar... coe , Do. a coe 
102 +5 Vritt Sudha eee os | Sdtara ... oes eee} Do. i 110° 
103 | , Vy4pari a0 .| Poona ... je ae ae ie 500 
ANGLO-GUJARA‘TI. 
104 | The Broach Samfchér ...| Broach - -»«| Weekly 550 
105 »» Deshabhakta a sas Baroda a ee ne 450 
106 » Gujarhti ... or “ re »»-| Bombay ad Te eee ne 3,550 
107 » Gujarat Mitr’... is Surat ... oS ae * 700 
1¢8 » Gujarat Sat ta Samsher ... a | Dos - aan a ee os 300 
109 », Hindi Pune : Bombay : aa eS ee ss 500 
110 » Hindusthdn ee Do. eoo| Do. a 976 
lll »» Independent * “ Do. nie ‘ Do. 2 500 
112 », Kaiser-e-Hind _... ‘e Do. eee} Do. so 3,500 
113 | ,, Kdéthidwdr News... . Rajkot... . .. «| Bi-weekly ‘ 400 
114 » Praja Bandhu Ahmedabad . .o| Weekly a a 
115 | ,, Rast Goftér i ‘ Bombay as | Do. a 1,700 
116 », Shri Sayaji Vijaya sin ...| Baroda ‘ . Do. ‘ea 2,000 
117 Sury. Prakash & | Surat ... ee} Do. : 500 
GUJARATI 
areeahee Times — re .| Ahmedabad ... «| Weekly ..., nos 250 
119 ”? _ 000 - ‘ Surat... --| Monthly . ies 1,200 
120 “ Akhbér-e-Islam ee is Bombay Daily 7 1,400 
121 | ,, AkhbéreSodégar "|. Do. ‘Do. ve —-'1,200 
122 ‘| » Arajaddr ... cee oe a ...| Baroda.. sia -o-| Weekly w "500 
123 | 5 A'rys Dharm Prakésh .., _... Bombay ..| Monthly ia 450 
124 99 Bhim Sen .. ee Do eee °° Daily eee eee } 100 
125 | ,, BombaySaméchér Do. ee ee ee 
126 | ;, Broach Mitra... 7 , .--| Broach io -»-| Weekly .. ses 100 
127 » Buddhi Prak4sh ... me s ...| Ahmedabad ... i Monthly ... és aes 900 
128 | , Cambay eis ss kk. ee = ae ee 110 
129 » Chandra ... sae es ose »-.| surat . “= | Do Systane 350: 
130 » Chhatrapati ee y Bombay He -eo| Weekly see 
aS ee a es a ee ee ee a rn 
132 9 Din Mani eee see eee 908 Broach... eee ®e Doe i pee 125 
133 ” Dnyén Sudha <2 eee Paes as A hmedabad eee oe Monthly cee 900 
br n fr cena dA CREE Bombay = Ri aes alee a 350 
” eee ee eee ae ° Do. eee Do. ses 
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Gusana’tI—continued, 
137 The Gul Afsh4n eee eee see eee Bombay ee Monthly ee@e 500 
138 », Hitechchhu ne see ...| Ahmedabad ... Weekly saa 500 
139 a 4m-e-Jamshed . eee fet Bombay : Daily hae 2,500 
140 * ne vee ..| Godhra ae Weekly Se 995 
141 »» Kachha Saméchér es ... ..| Bombay aes oe eee 300 
142 »»° Kaira Khetiwddi Patra .. ..| Nadiad ‘i ..| Monthly .. e 830 
143 | ,, Kaira Vartaman .. ..| Kaira .| Weekly 75 
144 | ,, Kathidwddno Himéyati... ees ..| Ahmedabad i ee 400 
145 » Kéthidwdr Krishi ees “ 0. eee sea Tri-monthly i 200 
146 » Kathidwdr _— eee .».| Rajkot , rae ol i 450 
147 » Kelavni ... ies eee ..| Baroda ; ..| Monthly .. sis 800 
148 »» Khoja Saméchir .. vee - ..| Bombav .| Weekly... i pe 
149 » Nure Elam ove ee - ee - .eo| Monthly .. 280 
150 | 5 Nydyadarshak «  .. o« «= ous MAMMMOMADAM 24. ite Fortnightly 250 
151 99 Pra} & Mitra eee eee eee ee Karachi P ion Wedlr 350 
152 » Praja Pokér =. ee ..| Weekly .. 800 
153 » Rédjyabhakté... +» weet Bombay ee ae ae a 1,100 
154 ie enaaher Bahadur ». eee] Ahmedabad... ee aaa 300 
155 | ,, Satyavakta .. «eof Bombay Fortnightly | 550 
156 » Stri Bodh.. sis Do. Monthly ie 500 
157 9 Stri Mitra se Do. - Do. a 500 
158 » Surat Akhbar _... Surat , Weekly ee 8C0 
159 » Svadesh Bandhu... .. ..| Mahudha ee ' 250 
160 » Udichya Hitechchhu Patri .| Ahmedabad ... _... Monthly ... i 600 
161 »  vaishnava.. a ee ..| Bombay me Rortnightly 200 
162 5 Vishvadarskan ..| Kaira ... .| Weekly ., ces 325 
163 » Vydpak .»-| Bombay eS a) 60C 
ANGLO-Ks'NARESE. 
164 | The Hubli Patra Hubli ee: «| Weekly ... 150 
ENGLISH, MARATHI AND KANARESE. 
165 | The Karnétak Patra ... : Dharw4r : Weekly 400 
166 », Rajahansa - Do. se Do. 200 
Ka’NARESE. 
167 |The Chandrodayé _... - Dhérwir ... _ .,,| Weekly 200 
168 » Karnadtak Vritt ... ‘ Do. “ | Do. 800 
169 »  Loka& Bandhu Do. = at. Ja ; 300 
170 | ,, Rasik Ranjini Gadag + ..| Do. 200 
171 » Satya Vritt ne asl aa ..| _ Do. 200 
172 | ,, Subodh Chandrika .| Hubli... ...| Fortnightly 150 
Mara'THI AND Ka'NARESE. 
173 | The Chandrika | Bagalkot ss Weekly ee 100 
174 | , Karnatak Vaibhay sé ..| Bijapur sa Do, ves 300 
175 » siddheshvar vee a aoe Do. ss ove 150 
176 | ,, Vichari ais < ..| Kérwar Do. ve 453 
Encuiso axp Hot. 
177 | The Pandit sis coe] POONA ... is eo»! Weekly ... 1,500 
Hinpl. 
178 |The Shri Venkateshvar Samachar ..-| Bombay es «| Weekly ... 8,000 
Urpv. 
179 |The Aina-i-Hind _... ..| Bombay ...| Monthly ... 500 
. 30 as Alam Aphroz Bambai yt eee eee Do. eee Tr i-monthly 200 
‘gl 99 Azad Punch ene ry) Do. eee ee Weekly .. eee 300) 
182 9 India Gazette eee eee eee ° Do. ee eee Do, 1,000 
183 } 5 Jah4numa.., ave is | Do. ‘e | Do i 
184 » dustice of is a a ae i si a MM el os 
185 » Makbul-e-Aalum ° - oo] Os eee | Do... vee 900 
186 », Munsif-i-Deccan «+ coe ...| Ahmednagar ... | Dow se ves 80 
187 9 Muslim Heraid eee eee Bombay ad eee Daily eee 1,50¢ 
188 9? Nay ér-i-Islam eee eee Do. $99 oF Weekly ssl : 
189 - Punch Eahdiur ... re Do. 00 | es j 509 
Safr... an Do. ; | Do. , 150 
Sultin-ul-Akhbér... ; ) 
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| | No. Names of Newspapers, Place of Publication. Edition. Cobian avant. 


Mara’tHi—continued, 


1 j 
7. : | 65 The Mitroda a — YT eee eee Satara... eee ace Weekly eee eee 150 
a . 66 9 Moda ritt eee eee eee eee Wai eee eee eee Do. eee eee 1,200 
ah 67 | , Mumbai Vaibhav i we eee coe cee] GUY == nant 1,300 
Ah 68 » Nagar Sam&chér... .. «. ...| Ahmednagar ... woof Weekly ... ee 150 
if 69 » Nasik Vaibhav, ... ve ave woo] Nasik ... ive an eee eee oe 300 
3 e - 70 99 Nasik Vritt eee eee eee eee Do. eee ese linda Do. eee eee 300 
i : 71 » Nipd&ni Vaibhav ... soe via .»-| Nipdni... Wy ek ae we ee 84 
72 » Nydya Sindhu ... 208 see ...| Ahmednagar ... os eee is 300 
73 9 Panchdénan ees eee eee see Karad eee eee eee Do. eee eee 170 
1a8 74 » Pandhari Bhushan ye sea ...| Pandharpur .e. aa BOs: ons ese 235 
at 76 5 Fandhari Mitra ... sis aoe ey Do. ie 
‘ag 76 ee ee yl hee gs Se ee ee 
ag 77 » Poona Vaibhav ... sas sae ..| Talegaon Dabhada ...) Do. ... ivi 975 
78 », Prabodh Chandrika... sas ...| Jalgaon as ia: ee tas oe 40 
79 »  Prabodh Ratna ... sis ie o.| Barsi ... ne a0 eS “a 94 
a 80 9 ETBROR sa sae e ‘ps ...| Isl4mpur jas je Me ees Oe 300 
81 » Raéghav Bhushan eee see | Yeola ... ave So eee ove 200 
: | ac », Satya’ Shodhak ... ie sae ...| Ratndgiri .... a ere eae 600 
ag 83 » Satyavakta a és is -o| Vengurla =.» a a was ee 275 
| 84 » Shikshak ... eee en eee .oo| Chikodi ane ee ve 225 
. e 85 » Sholipur Samachar was ee ...| SholApur a a oh on i 400 
ae 86 5, Shubh Suchak ... as ss oos| SACHA ... iy a ee a ‘ne 250 
af 87 55 Sudarshan a sts ‘a ---| Ahmednagar ... a Ee a 350 
88 » sudhakar ee sue ra wk EO see a ae os ca 300 
89 » Sumant ... sey “ cs .o-| Karad ,,. re “a: ae oe 200 
90 » cukéram ... vee ioe oe .... Ahmednagar ... “a I (ete ee 100 
91 »» Vartadarsha eee a ie oo Malvan ee ae ee saa 200 
92 9  Vartéhar ;.. sas ae bes ...| Bombay is ...| Lri-weekly bed Vo 
93 »  Vartdnidhi sis a ste ..e| Poona ... Ge ...| Weekly ... sae 2,000 
94 » Vatandar... oo coe see ...| Bijdpur ‘és oe ae “ 250 
95 »» Vengurla Vritt .., sa “G ...| Vengurla iat ae ae a ‘ia 110 
96 » Vidya Vilas = bi ose ...| Kolhapur... on ee as ies 600 
ee Oe a oe ee 1,800 
98 »» Virashaivamata Prakash os sod INOE Ck — ae sa xe 100 
99 » Vividh Dny4n Vistér ... ... ...| Bombay aa ae aes 550 
100 -\., Vvrittesr... ©... a a. a er a an Tee ka 400 
aa 101 » Vritt Sindhu ... oa see vss) MOEWEE... oes a a ee — fe 
aq ae ee ee eee 110 
a 103 =o Vyepen ..: oe oe ae ,..| PoonS ... s, in ae oe 500 


. 
ee 


ANGLO-GUJARA’TI. 


aah 104 | The Broach Sam4ch4r ae e sa Pe 
| 105 » Deshabhakta ; ian ame ...| Baroda me , a ae , 

eft i 106 . Game .. ae ‘ee a .»-| Bombay bai oa: wee ina 3,550 
107 » Gujarat Mitri ... ae ee “a ies i aes ae 
1¢c8 | ,, Gujarat aye Samsher... sss Dos ae eee | are — 300 


109 » Hindi Pune oe se ka Eo ae a 
110 | ,, Hindusthdn oe ee ee i ee 976 
lll »» Independent ia. ‘i ot a :, 
112 5, Kaiser-e-Hind _... om a oa a. we ; Do. 
113 ,» Kathidwdr News... ae bie a ae . 
114 », Praja Bandhu _... ia eo ...| Ahmedabad ... oo] Weekly ... ne sia 
a ae ee a ee 1,700 
116 », Shri Sayaji Vijaya se a ...| Baroda ia a aa oe le 2,000 
117 » Sury. Prakdsh ,., ie ne .| Surat ... es a? ae ee it 500 


GUJARA’TI 


118 {The Ahmedabad Times sii a ...| Ahmedabad ... oe| Weekly ... ve 250 


el 119 »» Ajab ee aS ee ia veal UTES ec aes --| Monthly ... tie 1,200 
a) 120 » Akhbér-e-Islam ... ii wR ...| Bombay sie a re. ee 1,400 
3 121 | , Akhbdre Sodégar ae ee — ee a lo 
: mi, ance. 


123 », A’ry& Dharm Prak4sh 
124 » Bhim Sen... 


_ 
2) 
cf 
<j 


186-4 ~~ Benbap fiamtebte <2 pg ag del 
126 3, Broach Mitra mm Broach -| Weekly ... sin 100 


127 | ,, Buddhi Prakésh ... 


el eta og, alam Ae 
128 » Cambay Gazétte ... se ee ..-| Cambay : 110 


S ~4 : ee eee Do, 100 eee 

4 | 129 » Chandra ... is te oe es eee oe io. ae 4 

a 180 | ,, Chhatrapati ose nee. ous | OMUBY v2 sel Weekly ee oe 
ee ee. ne a ce a 
132 99 Din Mani eee eee eee a6 Broach... eee See Dos» 


133 » Dny4n Sudha Ahmedabad Monthly ... se He 
134 Dnyén Vardliak 0. Sa 8 
Be Furead a ee eve eee eee Bombay eee ees Do. soe ees 350 


eee ee ee aes ae ETS Gay : Uo 
136 99 Gap Sap nsdn eee eee eee ees’ Do. eee | Fortnightly 


» 
> on 


ha 


_ © 


No. Names of Newspapers. - Place of Publication, Edition. oo 
GusaRna’tI—continued. | | 

137 The Gul Afsh4n eee eee eee eee Bombay ee eee Month! . eee ! > 0 
138 », Hitechchhu et wile vs «| Ahmedabad ... wea Weekly” cai ! 500 
139 » J4m- e-Jamshed . ved jee ...| Bombay. .-o| Daily ee Sis 2,800 
140 os ae sve cos og) as vo) Weekly : 925 
141 | ,, Kachha Samdchér © tee wee Bombay vee ‘7. es oe 300 
142 | ,,: Kaira Khetiwddi Patra .. vs wea, Nadiad - --| Monthly .. ‘i 830 
143 » Kaira Vartaman ... a + soot Weekly S) 75 
144 » Kathidwddno Himéyati... Son .«e| Ahmedabad ... il De, : 400 
145 99 Kéthidwar Krishi eee eee eee i 0. eee eee Tri-monthly ee 200 
146 | , Kathidwar —_— “<a + «ee] RAjKot ic nae ite el 450 
147 » Kelavni ... a ns »«.| Baroda . »o| Monthly ,, ie 800 
148 »» Khoja Sambchée .. ies ia ...| Bombay .| Weekly... cs i 

149 » Nure Elam sai s is : Do. “ .eo| Monthly ... ; 280 
150 » Nydyadarshak ..  .  .. «| Ahmedabad ... _ ...| Fortnightly 250 
151 » Praja Mitra see its oe ..| Karachi i ...| Bi-weekly 350 
158 | 4, Praga Pome ws ss Surat +e | Weekly ... .. 800 
153 » Rajyabhakté ... ey ‘i Bombay oor. TN ea sae 1,100 
ety Senahes Béhddur ee) er ee | ame ee 300 
155 » Satyavakta ots = Bombay i ...| Fortnightly me 590 
156 | ,, Stri Bodh.. we Do. ee — “08 500 
157 | ,, Stri Mitra si Do. ee ee ie 500 
158 » Surat Akhbar _... » soe; a Weekly .. cos teal! 800 
159 » Svadesh Bandhu... .. a. aa an oe be 250 
160 » Udicnya Hitechchhu Patra iii ...| Ahmedabad ... ...| Monthly .. ee 600 
161 ,  vaishnava.. in es " ..| Bombay is Forinight!y a 200 
162 ‘i Vishvadarskan a. Soe .| Kaira ... .| Weekly ,, “ 325 
163 99 Vyapak e-e ces eee ° coe Bombay Do. eee 600 

ANGLO-K4’NARESE. 
164 | The Hubli Patra | Hubli .. ‘ «| Weekly ... 150 
ENGLISH, MARATHI AND KANAREsE. 
165 |The Karndtak Patr’ ... Dhérwir Weekly 400 
166 | ,, Rdjahansa +“. Do. c= ae 200 
Ka’NARESE. 
167 |The Chandroday’ _... vee ..| Dharwar ‘a ..| Weekly 200 
168 » Karndtak Vritt ... ao a wf Do. eee 800 
169 | ,, Lok& Bandhu ie. <a ‘ a eee 300 
170 | ,, Rasik Ranjini «ae “ ..| Do. 200 
171 | ,, Satya Vritt iss ae ..| _ Do. 200 
172 | ,, Subodh Chandrika ...| Hubli... ..| For tnightly 150 
MARa’THI AND Ka'NARESE. 
173 | The Chandrika » ees | Bagallot Weekly ... a. 100 
174 | , Karndtak Vaibhav . eee Bijapur al Do, vee 300 
175 | ,, Siddheshvar ... ~<a as Do. as 150 
ieee, ee . .| Karwar Do. z 453 
ENGLISH AND HINDI. 
177 The Pandit eee eee Poona vee ee eae Weekly eee 1,500 
| Hinbl. 
178 |The Shri Venkateshvar Samachar .. ...| Bombay ose wail Weekly ... 8,000 
Unpv. 

179 | ‘Che Aina-i-Hind ve wa ‘a ...| Bombay ...| Monthly ... 500 
‘30 | ,, Alam Aphroz Bambai .. sie op EN see Tri-monthly 200 
1g] a Azad Punch ry ee Do. coe ee Weekly .. coe 300) 
900 | .. Engin Gemiite «nc cee tee eel on ae : 1,000 
183 5 vJahanuma... re oe on ee as a ee bes 3 i 

184 » dustice of iia as Seek Sidhe mek I Siac ga ee 

185 99 Makbul -e-Aalum . ee ® Do. eee es Do. ae ee 900 
186 | ,, Munsif-i-Deccan.. .. .. ...| Ahmednagar ... Se 80 
187 » Muslim Heraid .. .. «. ...| Bombay veo pes eee 1,500 
188 99 Nay 4r-i-Islam NE eee ae ee Do. eee eee Wee ly ° eee $e 

189 is Paaah Eahdéiur .,.. ae is ‘eck as ie | Do. - 500 
190 | ,, Safir... paige of Dow Hoe Do... ne 150 
| Sultsn-ul-Akhbér... ee ee " ) 
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Names of Newspapers. 


ENGLISH, MaRaA’THI AND GUJARATI. 

Wb Tt Vee: a a a“ a a 550 

EnGuisH, Mara’tH1, GUJARATI 
AND Konkanl. 


( 198 | The Garibéncha Kaivéri (Amicus Pauperum)| Bombay ...-««| Fortnightly ...|_—_‘1,600 


MARA’THI AND URDU. 


194 | The Gulbarga Saméchér ... ww Gulbarga os heel Ey cet: ge 450 


ANGLO-SINDI. 


Hyderabad (Sind) ...| Fortnightiy _... 350 


195 The Lux... me ‘is ji Rr - 
= 7 tee ia mS ges - Do. ae ee 450 
SINDt- 
1a 197. | The Khairkhah Sind __.... a eet Kardchi ae ...| Weekly ... je 1,000 
an a | yy eee a a a ea i er a 3C0 
‘Spe 199 5» sind Sudhér sis ae = et DO. ioe ro ee eer ua 50 
i ANGLO- PORTUGUESE. 


200 |O Anglo-Lusitano __... "e isi see! Bombay sei ...| Weekly ... ies 1,000 


201 | The Boletim Indiano ... te ve el > ee. ray a oh, sen are 500 
| 
PORTUGUESE-KONKANI. 
208 |The Laso-Concenim ... ss cs icf Bommbny ass ves] Weekly tes nce FO0 


Votes.—A. The notices from the different Newspapers have been collected in the Report under different heads 
which are printed in italics. 


B. The names of Newspapers are printed in the margin of the Report in italics, and the number of the News 
paper in the above list is printed in brackets after the name. 


ae | (, The system of spelling vernacular words followed by the Reporter is the same as that adopted in the 
7 Official Spelling List of the Bombay Presidency. One peculiar feature of this system is that wnen the long (a Sj 
i or a) is the last letter of a word, the accent is left out, and the short a(H =u in gun) is, to prevent confusion, 

' never placed at the end of aword, This rule has been strictly followed, except that when the short a appears to be 
absolutely necessary to complete the pronunciationof a word, asin Arunodaya or the well-known Jfitra, it is printed 
with a mark over it to indicate that it is short, thus- -d, 


D. The figures giving the circulation or number of copies published of each newspaper and peri(dical as - 
a4 furnished by the proprietor, are not guaranteed as accurate, and_in some instances must be regarded with 2 ution. 
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| 
Politics and the Public Administration. 


1, It is said that if there be a paradise on earth for excessive centralisa- 
tion, it is India. Twenty-eight years ago the Earl of 
_ Alleged over-centralisation Mayo first drove the thin end of the wedge in the 
a Pog Me 4 pap ees of matter of decentralisation, which Lord Ripon in 1882 
Champion (2), 21st Aug, . Completed. It was this completion which made the 
institution of local self-government inevitable. But 
despite the reform thus instituted in the administrative machinery, there is yet a 
reat deal of what may be called over-centralisation with the Government of 
ndia. Even the Provincial Governments are not without this failing. District 
Collectors incessantly complain of the excessive centralising tendencies of 
stich Governments. One of the causes of unpopularity prevalent in almost 
all district administrations may be traced to this vice. Power and authority 
are too sweet everywhere. We find Provincial Secretariats lording it over 
District Collectors and Commissioners. The last class of officers are almost 
reduced to a nonentity. They simply become channels of communication 
and are responsible only for those ponderous reports, with miles of statistical 
appendices, This is the greatest clog in the smooth and efficient working 
of the administration. It has been often observed that the district officer 
of old was the darling of the people; that he was more in touch with 
them, and that therefore he was better able to rule his district and educe 
contentment. But this incubus of the Secretariat sits like a nightmare on 
the officer of the day. He has no heart in his work. He is simply a machine 
which moves automatically. But automatic systems of government are 
lifeless, and it is because the administrative machinery is so lifeless that the 
people suffer. Were there a close searching of the heart of each Commission- 
er and Collector there might unfold a tale which would not only create a great 
scandal, but lead to a revolution. England might stand “aghast.’’ Nay more, 
when such a search is made, then alone the British people would be able to 
understand one of the principal causes of the unrest and discontent so univer- 
sal in the land—unrest and discontent which the shallow-minded Mookerjis and 
their genus so gladly and so recklessly ascribe to the regiment of Congress- 
wallahs. Remove the over-centralisation to which we have referred, leave more | 
elbow room to the district officers, allow all details to be managed by them, and 
we might witness a healthy change in the moral and material condition of the 
people. ‘The Secretariat bureaus require to be considerably curtailed, and at 
their heads should be placed practical men who have had close and intimate ac- 
quaintance with district affairs and who thoroughly understand popular wants 
and requirements, and not mere “ boy” civilians. 


2. Lord George Hamilton is the Secretary of State for India, and 
wonderful to relate, his acquaintance with the reality 

Alleged ignorance on the of thc country is so profound that, according -to the 
ayo ee ee London correspondent of a Madras contemporary, he 
, Faden (2) let Aue, Called it “savage”! That encyclopedic Minister, 
“in the exuberance of his universal knowledge, and 

specially of India, was eulogising in his usual hyperbolic rhetoric the overrated 
Indian Civil Service, and spoke in warm terms of “the young gentlemen who 
go out from this country to establish humanity and civilised order in a savage 
foreign country.” Now, does not this assume a wonderful knowledge of India 
and its history? After this what more could Indians expect from such a 
paragon of Secretary of State? Is it not very unfortunate that they have not 
at the India Office a John Stuart Mill? Aye, not even a Sir Louis Mallet? 
- Both of them might have asked this paragon to perfect his mirifiv knowledge of 
India by diving into the dusty tomes which are in the big library at the India 
Office which relate all about Indian civilisation prior to the conquest of 
Britannia Prima by the legions of the Great Caesar. But in the absence of Mill 
and Mallet, will not Professor Max Muller come to the rescue? Can he not 
take away for a couple of days this modern Crichton of the India Office from 
Westminster to his quiet retreat at Oxford, and under the shady groves of 
his own personal academy put in his hand the volume entitled “India, What 
can it Teach us’’? We daresay that might tell this wondrous lord how, when 
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his grand progenitors were roaming. in their arcadian nakedness in the forests 
of London and tattooing their bodies, India was already humanised by the 
teachings of its own wise men, who had flourished, at the very least, a thousand 
years before, and how she might have taught a few lessons in humanity to the 
savage Britons and their Druidical counterparts. How nice would it be if 
Lord Hamilton was sent back to school to learn some of these things! But if 
he cannot go there, will not Master Sir William Lee-Warner discharge his duty 
towards his young pupil? Verily we have a wonderful Secretary of State, and 
India should always feel proud of him | 


3. The A’ryavart thinks that the Government is giving the lie to its 

profession of having given liberty of speech and 

, eee. am regres. of recent writing to the people of India by devising various 

capers. =—SSsS~S*~S~S*éMSSO_estaiming’ the. newspapers, such as the 

A'rydvart (24), 20th Aug, new law of sedition, the amendments in the Criminal 

Procedure Code and postal rules, &c., and prays that 

the Government will give up all thoughts of inconveniencing the newspapers, as 

it is against the spirit of British policy to do so, and thereby secure the content- 
ment of the people. 


4, Lord George Hamilton was to have given no separate sitting of Parlia- 
ment for the yearly discussion of the Indian Budget, 
Comments on Lord George a8 he had already made the financial statement at the 
‘Hamilton’s speech on the time of the India Loan Bill, and he did not intend to 
peal cate, ropeal of the repeat the same thing over again. But he had pro- 
Indian Spectator (4), 21st ised to refer the Indian Budget to a Committee of 
Aug. the Commons, and thus give members interested in this 
country an opportunity to call attention to any griev- 
ances they wished to see remedied. The discussion on the new law of sedition, 
which Reuter telegraphs as having taken place during the discussion on the Indian 
Budget, must have taken place in a committee of the whole House. Even the 
limitation of business to be done, so effected, did not secure any larger attendance 
than has become the prescriptive right of Her Majesty’s faithful Commons. 
Thirty members voted in favour of Mr. Herbert Roberts’ motion proposing the 
repeal of the new law of sedition and sixty-six against. The figures show how our 
active friends and opponents taken together are wholly outnumbered by the in-| 
differents. Lord George, of course, defended the change effected in the law. He 
said that there was really no change, that the new section on sedition only con- 
firmed the old law as judicially interpreted, and that the opposition which the new 
law had at first aroused had subsided as the intentions of the Government became 
better known.. We know how inaccurate every one of these propositions is. It 
would be idle to repeat all that has been said before, showing that the new sec- 
tion goes further than even Mr, Justice Strachey’s novel and illiberal interpreta- 
tion, and that it tightens the strings round the critics of Government sufficiently 
to make them feel that they are living on suficrance only.- The new law of 
sedition cannot claim the merit of making the definition of sedition more precise 
and accurate. By telling us that it includes all feelings of enmity and disloyalty 
it does not tell us what it does not include; whether, for example, it includes 
‘absence of affection or not.’’ As regards the exception relating to comments on 
measures, it goes much further than the old law, interpreted at its worst; for 
it would no longer suffice to show; as was the case under the old law, that the 
comments were ccensistent with obedience to lawful orders of Government, but 
they must in future be made with the intention of procuring an alteration by 
lawful means. A facetious distinction has been drawn between measures and 
acts of Government, and the latter alone may be commented upon irrespective 
of any intention to gef them changed. And their comments on measures and 
acts, however lawful otherwise, must not excite disaffection. The worst sting 
of the new law of sedition, however, lies, firstly, in introducing a new offence 
by prohibiting the spread of any news which, whether true or false, might induce 
an individual, or a class of individuals, to rise against another or to oppose the 
authority of a Government official, or which might induce a Government servant 
to neglect his duty ; and, secondly, in making cases of sedition triable by even 
the District and first class Magistrates, who have been, besides, empowered to 
act on suspicion only, and take security for good behaviour under penalty of 


9 
fine and imprisonment from persons believed to be meditating or practising 
sedition, and this apparently without any trial or hearing. None of these pro- 
visions can be brought, we snould believe, even by Lord George Hamilton, 
under the category of codifying old law, as judicially interpreted. As for the 
opposition to the measure having subsided, surely Lord George did not expect. 
that India would go on wasting her energies ad cnjinitum harping upon the same 
strings. The law has passed, and, as was but fully anticipated, Parliament has 
refused to order its repeal. The battle for the present is lost. But India still 
indulges in the ry that the good sense of the English nation will prevent even 
the Anglo-Indian bureaucraey from abusing the extraordinary powers they have 
got vested in themselves for suppressing all unfavourable criticism. There will 
be victims now and then, specially in times of panic; but possibly, one of such 
campaigns of alarm against the phantom of sedition may lead to a reaction, and 
the lately enacted law of sedition may be modified, as it ought to be. : 


5. It is really a pity that about 500 soldiers, who have been completely 
_ disabled during the last frontier war, should have to 
Complaint about scanty pen- maintain themselves and their families on the scanty 
Native poets to disabled pension of Rs. 5 per mensem. This stinginess on the 
Native Opinion (16), 2ist Part of the Government has displeased all Native 
Aug. soldiers, especially the Sikhs, and though Government 
| need not entertain any apprehensions about Native 
soldiers rising against them, they will find it very difficult to get recruits in 
future. If the lot of a Native sepoy be only torisk his life in a battle,and on being 
disabled while fighting, to pass the rest of his days in semi-starvation, no Natives | 
will enlist their names in the military service. Government ought, therefore, to 
be a little more liberal in the matter of pensions to military men. It should 
abolish the bishoprics of Bombay and Madtas, if necessary, and entrust their 
work to the Bishop of Caleutta, and apply the saving thus effected towards 
increasing the pensions awarded to soldiers crippled in military encounters. 


6. We are glad to see that the editor of the Moda Vritt of Wai, who 
had been imprisoned for seditious writing, has been 

Suggestion to Government released from prison. It would give us pleasure to see 
to exercise their prerogative Mr. Tilak released also; for, we think that all that 
ries 5 and release Tilak was to be gained from the vindication of the law has 
Dnydnodaya (13), 25th been gained, and that a release would now bring out 
Ang., Eng. cols. the other prerogative of the Government, viz., that of 


showing mercy. 


7. All over the world, even in free countries, the Government officials and 
| the newspapers are always at loggerheads with each 
Allegediniquity ofthe recent other, and the former being impatient of the indepen- 
inc in the postal dent writings of the agp are — = the re : 
2 Rawat wre to annoy them as much as possible. e attitude o 
Pg Sais — hostility which the Government has adopted towards 
sete _ the newspapers for the last year is not therefore sur- 
prising. Newspapers have been in existence in India for about seventy-five 
years, and during this period there was only one attempt, besides that of the last 
year, made by Government to crush the press, and that was in the regame of Lord 
Lytton. But with the murders of the Jubilee night a period of strong commotion 
has begun. Government in last July undertook the prosecution of some 
prominent editors, and though in consequence of it some timid newspapers ceased 
to exist, other bold and fearless prints have since sprung into existence and are 
carrying on the work of spreading the so-called “ disaffection’’ as before. The 
Press Committees established as a check on these newspapers haye proved 
useless, since, according to Lord George Hamilton himself, they have not been 
astablished under any statute. Thus seeing that the press prosecutions and 
the Press Committees have failed to restrain the Native press, the advisers 
of Government have now effected some alterations in the postal rates. Though 
Government command an official majority in the legislative mints at Simla 
and Calcutta, still, in order to avoid the discontent likely to be given rise to 
‘by the levy of direct taxation, they have devised a scheme of indirectly taxing 
the newspapers by making changes in the postal regulations. — These, we find 


10° 


by calculation, involve 1 weekly payment of Rs. 78 by the Pe ere of a 
newspaper, who wishes to pay the postage of all the newspapers and periodicals. 
This heavy burden is tantamount to a new newspaper tax, | | 


8, The answers, at least the majority of them, at the recent meeting of 
_ the Bombay Legislative Council were, as usual, of that 
Comments on proceedings equivocal character to which the Provincial Govern- 
at the Pst meeting, oft, «tment has made us too familiar, though evidently 
“Champion (2), 2lst Aug. it would seem that there was some kind of honest 
é endeavour to be more straightforward. The questions 
on plague preventive measures were more prominent. More than one member 
had to interpellate the authorities on the rules regarding quarantine, and so forth. 
As to the invidious distinction between Europeans and Natives, His Excellency 
reiterated his former reply that Government do not mean to have any such 
distinctions. But of what use is this declaration, which every child even 
in the street knows to be at variance with the actual facts? Has Lord 
Sandhurst ever taken the trouble to derive absolutely correct information 
from reliable and independent sources touching the existence of this invidious 
distinction which speaks so loudly of itself to heaven? If not, he may 
go on telling us one thing till the crack of doom, while those empowered 
to carry out the rules in the different places do the very opposite, as facts 
testify. Either Lord Sandhurst is impotent to enforce his orders in con- 
sonance with the declaration made in the open Council, within the hearing 
of every part of the presidency, or his declaration is a mere sham to 
deceive the public. Whatever it be, it is hardly creditable to a Government 
if it is not strong enough to enforce its own will on its subordinates. Sufficient 
to say the attention of the Government was particularly drawn by more 
than one member to the hardship of the poor rayats, just emerged from 
starvation by squeezing to the uttermost pie the sacalled “ suspended ” revenue. 
It argues little for the humanity of the Government to screw the impoverished 
peasant so mercilessly after the manner of the usurious Marwari. No wonder 
dacoity is raging rampant. | 


9, Our readers will have a complete idea of the farce, if we say that the 

Indu Prakash (14), 92na 22SWers were as reticent as the questions were in- 
Pees: ‘he <a ), #énd quisitive ; and with one exception, the non-officials 
so es came away neither wiser nor better informed men 
than when they entered the august presence of His Excellency. The exception 
was the Honourable Mr. Mehta’s question anext the Poona punitive police. Sir 
Charles Ollivant’s answer was not as satisfactory as it could have been, yet it 
was something. Most of the others, however, had neither rhyme nor reason 
in them. The Government of Lord Sandhurst has been hopelessly routed all 
along the line inthe subtle manceuvres with which they attempted to escape 
from the Poona muddle of last year. It was a disgraceful “ escapade,’’ and in 
spite of official attempts at whitewashing, the spots are still there like those on 
poor Lady Macbeth’s hands. But of. all the blunders committed by Lord 
Sandhurst’s Government during that season of panic, the greatest was 
undoubtedly the imposition of a punitive police force on the inoffensive people 
of Poona. To casta slur of disloyalty on a whole community is a serious 
pastime even for a powerful Government. Doing it wasa blunder; but to 
persist in not rectifying it when the community was most completely vindicated 
was nothing short of a political crime, We are glad, therefore, to see that 
a wholesome change has come over the Government and they are at last 
thinking of doing justice to the long suffering people of Poona. But why 
should this matter be still ‘“‘under consideration’’? It has been under 
consideration long enough and it is now time for Lord Sandhurst to act in 
the matter. After the Honourable Mr. Crowe’s emphatic declaration in May 
last at the Poona Darbar it would be scandalous to continue the police force. 
Poona is as loyal and law-abiding as the citizens of London, and certainly 
less exacting, They have suffered enough needlessly, the whole world 
believes, an¢ Government cannot be too soon ‘pleased’ to rectify the blun- 
ders of last year and do full justice to the grievously wronged people of 
Poona. Of course we are thankful for small mercies. But we earnestly hope 
that their ‘ pleasure’ will not stop with taking away the punitive force. Gov- 
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ernment owe to the people of Poona further compensation, What about: the 
poor editors that are rotting in the Yerrowda Jail? Was not their prosecution 
and conviction as much a blunder as the imposition of the punitive police? 
Was not that tempest in a teapot owing to the unreasonable panic of the 
moment? It would be futile even for the Government to deny it. Theso poor 
editors have suffered enough. By the 14th of the next month Mr. Tilak will 
have finished one year in jail. Would it be too much to ask Lord Sandhurst 
to release Mr. Tilak at the end of that period under the new regulations 
enacted this year, which enable Government to maf or remit six months’ 
imprisonment for the good behaviour of a delinquent? We hope His Excellenc 
will take this humble suggestion into consideration and give us back Mr. Tilak. 
Such a step will be graceful even now, and go a great way to lessen the present 
unbecoming tension between the rulers and the ruled. 


10. Thesame paper, “A its ee ge columns, writes :—To the Hoxzourable 
r. Mehta’s question regarding the open partialit 
‘ a." Prakdsh (14), 22nd Which the officers show serardeanoptnns in ar tear 
the plague rules about segregation and quarantine, 
Sir Charles Ollivant replied that the orders of the Government were that the 
systems of detention and surveillance should be applicable to all suspicious persons 
without regard to nationality. But we want to ask whether His Excellency Lord 
Sandhurst has ever made enquiries as to- whether these orders are strictly carried 
out in practice. The Natives are everywhere very much inconvenienced by 
segregation and disinfection, but not a single European has ever been known to 
have been subjected toa disinfecting bath. Why should Government tolerate 
this gross injustice? Have their servants grown so arrogant as not to obey their 
orders? If so, Government ought to be very sorry for the difference of treat- 
ment accorded to different people according to their creed and colour. Better 
that Government should make no laws and rules at all than that they should be 
set at naught by their own subordinates. With regard to the Honourable Mr. 
Garud’s question about the statement made by Mr, Lamb in his letter to the Dnydn 
Chakshu that it was not likely that Mr. Deshmukh would again be appointed 
a Collector, the Honourable Mr. James said that the statement was made by 
Mr. Lamb upon his own authority. Now the fact that Government had not 
authorised Mr. Lamb to make such a statement is a matter for satisfaction, but 
why should not Government take Mr. Lamb to task for his folly? If Mr. 
Deshmukh was degraded for no serious fault of his, why should not Mr. Lamb 
be punished for having committed a blunder ? 


11. We draw the special attention of our readers to the interpellation 
3 regarding the Poona punitive police, the Press Com- 

Mahriita (7), 2lst' Avg. = mittee, the State Secretary’s pet nurse, compensas 
tion to the sufferers in the Sinnar riots, by the Honourable Mr. Mehta, the 
Honourable Mr. Khare, and the Honourable Mr. Garud. We offer our heartfelt - 
thanks to Government for their decision net to saddle the Poona Municipality 
with the punitive police charges. The retreat is honourable, for no conscicatious 
person, howsoever exalted his position may be, need be ashamed of confessing his 
mistakes. False ideas of prestige greatly dominate over the conscience of the 
" bureaucracy in India; otherwise the Honourable Mr. Mehta’s question regard- 
ing the Honourable Mr, Crowe’s speech establishing beyond doubt the innocence 
of Poona would never have been answered in an amusing aud puerile fashion, 
and the Honourable Mr. Garud’s logical conclusion that the Poona punitive 
police was an anomaly after the famous speech of the Honourable Mr. Crowe 
would never have been treated indifferently. 


12. Among the large number of questions answered at the last Council 
meeting, none could give greater joy to the people of 

| Dnydn Prakdsh (3), 22nd) poona than the Honourable Mr. Mehta’s question 
5 Oy on the Poona punitive police charges, Sir Charles 
Ollivant’s reply conveys, indeed, good news and the people of Poona will heave 
a sigh, of relief on hearing of it. We shall not too closely examine the 
array of reasons which led the Government to come to this conclusion, The 
reasons stated are true enough, and there might possibly be others more 
convincing. Whatever that be, we are thankful to His Excellency Lord 
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Sandhurst for having done, though tardily, an act of justice’ to the people of 
Poona. We hope he will similarly do another piece of justice to them by not 
sanctioning the proposed mutilation of the constitution of the Poona Munici- 

ality. We might assure His Excellency that he will be no less respected and 
Ssicuied for his negative as for his positive measure of — by the people 
of Poona, who have already at his hands received a well deserved certificate for 
their patience, fortitude and good conduct. | 


18. So far as questions and answers are concerned, it may be said that 
eine ie 113), the proceedings of the last meeting of the Bombay 
out pracy ais cake. (113), Legislative Gouncil were very satisfactory. The 
| re questions were respectfully put and the answers 
cordially given both by His Excellency and the Honourable Sir Charles 
Ollivant, on whom had fallen the burden of dealing with the questions. 


14. The last Legislative Council meeting was, after all, a very tame affair. 
‘cts Hicks ts. Wad This was,"no doubt, due to the time of excertional 
_ ic tak” (8), 42nd depression through which the country is passing, and 
cn ee the consequent melancholy budget which the Honour- 
able Mr. Nugent had prepared for the honourable members. The only interest 
excited was, therefore, in the opening part of the meeting, when the various ques- 
tions put by the honourable members came to be answered. Weare very glad 
to notice that Mr. Lamb had no authority from head-quarters forhis gratui- 
tous assertion that Mr. Deshmukh would no more be given the entire charge of a 
Collectorate. We wonder how the local Government is satisfied with the mere 
transfer of Mr. Rowecroft from plague to usual military duty. As regards the 
interesting question of the study of the vernaculars in the High Schools, it is 
rather discouraging to learn that the Government does not intend taking any 
steps to introduce that study as far as the Matriculation standard. This step, at 
any rate, would involve the Government in no additional expense, and therefore 
the present bankruptcy can hardly be pleaded asan excuse for the refusal. We 
beg leave to differ. from the Educational Department in their assertion that trans- 
lation into vernacular is taught in the higher standards. What is taught is 
translation from the vernaculars into Engtish, and as regards translation into 
the vernaculars, it is actually discouraged and students are recommended to learn 
paraphrasing and explaining English sentences in English. 


15. A careful perusal of the proceedings at the meeting of the Bombay 
" Akhbat-e-Islém (120), 2411 Legislative Council held last week, as reported by 
Aa Cth dailies, shows a marked change in the relations 
. between the officials and the non-officials, In for- 
mer times hot words used to pass between them and the official members 
showed their dislike and temper while replying to the interpellations by 
the non-official members, but on the last occasion His Excellency the Governor 
and his colleagues gave willing replies to the questions, which were moderate 
and quite appropriate to the occasion. In short, both sides showed mutual good 
will and sympathy. This is really a happy sign for the future, and we are 
exceedingly thankful to His Excellency Lord Sandhurst for it. 


16. In reply to questions regarding Mr. Crowe’s speech at the Birthday — 
 Keeari (54), 28rd An Darbar it was said that Government was aware of the 
: speech, but nothing was said as to whether Gov- 
ernment approved of all the points in it. We are, however, glad that 
Government, though reluctant to make an open admission in consequence of 
wrong ideas of prestige, have made a tacit one by indicating the policy they 
intend following in the matter of the additional police charges. The action of 
- the Government would have been even more praiseworthy, had it plainly stated 
in the reply that the imposition of the additional police at Poona was a mistake 
and that Poona could not be held responsible for the murders of the Jubilee night. 
Referring to plague complaints, His Excellency admitted the utter uselessness of 
the Government measures for checking the spread of plague and appealed to 
the members of the Legislative Council to forget what had occurred in the past. 
Though we share with His Excellency in his good wishes, we believe that such 
an appeal for burying the past into oblivion seems to be rather premature so 
Jong as the policy of the Government in other important matters regarding 
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17, So the rumour has, eta = see ~ confirmed from the highest 
: .>..q quarters. In reply to the Honourable Mr. Daji Abaji 
Pon i _ oh (°), piri Khare, His Excellency: Lord Sandhurst stated that 
compensation amounting to Rs, 1,895 was paid in June 
last to Surgeon-Captain Gwyther for the loss of his furniture, kit, clothing, 
currency notes, &c., during the riots at Sinnar in January last; also that 
& pensionary allowance has been recommended for the widow of the late 
Hospital Assistant. As regards the late pleader, Mr. Raje, Government 
wereunable to recognise that the family have a claim on the public re- 
venues, as the deceased was not a Government servant. We suppose if 
the Government were pressed to mention the amount of the pensionary 
allowance recommended for the widow, the rumour of Rs. 4 per month would 
be amply confirmed. Perhaps Lord Sandhurst was ashamed of the paltri- 
ness of the amount, if his studious silence as regards the latter be taken as an 
index to his feelings, A servant of Government while in the discharge of his 
responsible duties meets with his death at the hands of a mob infuriated with 
the working of the rules framed by the Government themselves, and yet the 
only sympathy evinced for the bereaved family is the paltry pittance of Rs. 4 
per month under the benign rule of Her Most Gracious Majesty the Queen- 
Empress of India. Such treatment would certainly greatly encourage other 
public servants-to be zealous in the performance of their duties! The case of 
Mr, Raje’s widow is disposed of still more summarily. His not being a Govern- 
ment servant has, it is gravely asserted, stood in the way of the widow’s claims 
on the public revenue being recognised. This is, indeed, hard to understand. 
Was not Mr, Raje the plague authority at Sinnar, and was he not murdered 
because of his holding that position? ‘Was he murdered because he was a 
pleader ? ‘There can be only one answer to these questions, and the excuse of 
his not having been a Government servant sounds ludicrous to our ears. He 
had perhaps higher claims on tlhe Government whom he consented to serve 
without any remuneration as plaguc authority. What an incentive to men of 
independent positions to come to the honorary service of Government in times of 
trouble and danger! A sad commentary on all the above is the princely com- 
pensation of Rs. 1,895 to Mr. Gwyther for his loss of kit and currency notes. 
We hope the Government will kindly ascertain from him the numbers of the. 
currency notes and refund the amount represented by them to the public 
treasury. They can treat the notesas they usually treat all old notes unfit 
for public service. By the by, it would be very interesting to know the actual 
amount represented by the currency notes. _ 


18. The interpellations cover an extensive field and area fair indication of 
the matters that more or less exercise the mind of the 
public in the different parts of the presidency. Those 
. relating to plague rules demand the special attention 
of Government. There is considerable dissatisfaction regarding their working. 
- Their enforcement on racial lines leads to anomalous distinctions and irritating 
treatment of most respectable Natives. Any Israel, Muhammadan, Hindu or 
Parsi with a fair complaxion has only to put on European dress from head to 
foot, and will then no longer be troubled by inspection, surveillance or an 
other restrictions! Whatever His Excellency might think, we must submit that 
the present rules are-a great hardship upon persons going to Surat, who are will- 
ing to deposit money as security, but are not able, for no fault of their own, to 
produce any respectable person to stand surety for them. In other places this 
harsh rule is not enforced and we leave it to His Excellency to decide how one 
and the same rule is calculated to lead to abuses at Surat, but not elsewhere. 
We are glad to learn that Government do not mean to saddle the Poona Munici- 
pality with the charge of the punitive police. | 


19. On the occurrence of a plague case in a house, the inhabitants of 

| the whole lane should be asked to evacuate their 
Suggestion with regard to oyses and reside somewhere else for a month or two, 
le of plague ond that during the interval the houses should be 
RGjahansa (166), 24th Ang. completely disinfected and limewashed. This will 
| ae help in a great measure to drive away- the epidemic 
and to prevent its contagion from being communicated to the other parts of ‘the — 


Gujarati (106), 21st Aug., 
Eng. cols. 


se 
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town. At first, ip might oppose the enforcement of this measure, but the 
authorities should explain to them that resort to such a measure will surely 
be for their good. We invite.the attention of the District Collector and the 
plague authorities to see whether the suggestion is a practicable one. : 


20. The committees of volunteer headmen in different wards of the city 
of Bombay have now been desired by the District 
Approval of the inspection Plague Officers to recommence the work of searching 


work done by the committees , ; . . ° ° 
ob wabiaheaes 4d i dttavead lague cases in their respective sections. We believe 


winds of Rembic, _ the adoption of this new plan worked well and to the 
Din Bandhu (11), 2st satisfaction of the people last season, inasmuch as 
Aug., Eng. cols, it proved the means of allaying the panic which 


had been spread by the conduct of the employés 

of the Plague Department, and which had resulted in a riot by a few young 

Musalmans, The object of Government, as expressed in a notification dated 

15th March last, is to the same effect. It is hoped the subordinates of the 

resent Plague Department will not unnecessarily interfere with the proceed- 

ings of the headmen, as the fear of persons suffering from ordinary sickness 

being hurried away to plague hospitals is still disturbing the minds of the 

ple. His Excellency the Governor in Council deserves the best thanks 

of the public of Bombay for the invention and adoption of the new plan for 
searching plague cases in the city and its suburbs. 


21, A correspondent writes :—Panic and consternation prevail in the city 
of Belgaum. However, there is not any perceptible 
Plague panic at Belgaum, exodus of the people. The reason is obvious, The 
both in the wie and Euro- Plague Committee now is carrying on its work in a very 
Mokreita (7), 2ist Aug. | humane and considerate manner so as not to give any 
unnecessary trouble to the people, and therefore let 
us not be tardy in giving credit where it is due. The plague patient is 
generally not removed to the hospital and the practice of house-segregation is 
adopted by the Committee. The people desired nothing further. But now 
unfortunately the plague has spread over all the surrounding villages, and 
many of the villages themselves are evacuated. The pouring rains of Bel- 
gaum have inundated the fields and the stormy wind will blow away any 
bamboo hut. So the people are at their wits’ end. Formerly the question 
was * Where to go?’ now “ What todo?” The stamp of care and anxiety 
is discernible on the face of everybody. ‘What to do now”’ has become the 
sole topic of the people in the houses, in the streets, in clubs and in 
courts, in temples and in mosques. The European community of Belgaum 
were till recently, as it were, enjoying an immunity from plague, but during 
the past week two ladies and one child of about ten years, one residing 
in the camp and the other two in the fort of Belgaum, fell victims to this dire 
plague, and-also dead rats were found in the bungalow in which the District 
Judge and the Collector of Belgaum are living together, Sothere is com- 
motion among both the communities of Belgaum. oo 


22. The Satya Shodhak quotes the reply of the Collector of Ratndgiri to 
ite ee ee statement made by that paper in its issue of the 31st 
made by the Satya Shodhak 4 uly (reported in paragrap 38 of the Weekly Report 
regarding plague prosecu- 4NO. 32 .of 1898) and thanks him for the prompt notice 
tions in the Dapoli sub-divi- which he took of the complaint. The Collector’s reply 
sion (Ratnagiri)... aie 48 28 follows:—Nearly 47 people who had come from 
A Batys Shochal (82), 2! Bombay, when plague was raging there at its highest, 
= | absconded from the Harnai detention camp. - The 
Mamlatddr has heard only 8 cases and in none of them has he awarded a punish- 
ment more severe than one month’s rigorous imprisonment. 


° 28. A correspondent writes :—Thana is threatened with a recrudescence of 

| lague, which has almost succeeded in settling its 
nce re eo —head-quarters in certain localities. We hear so much 
** Mahrétta (7), 21st Aug, Of plague measures being carried out with an iron 
3 rod elsewhere, but fortunatcly the people of Théna 


have been placed under a very kind-hearted and generous plague officer 
in the person of Dr. F. A. Moos. I say kind-hearted, because he has all along 


15. 


worked with such complete oaety with the sufferers that they have not been 
put to any . unnecessary trou le. Isay generous, because he has worked with 

such a spirit of disinterestedness that when he saw the municipal finances 

running to a very low ebb, he refused to accept the monthly grant of Rs. 100 
which was paid to him by the municipality for his extra services. 


24. A correspondent writes:—Plague shows no sign of abatement at 
: _ Hubli. It has been raging high in the neighbouri 
wane eae at Hubli villages. Hence many of the articles of food which 
( Berta Vet (168), 23rd could be had very cheap in the market are being 
Ate. now sold at exorbitant prices and the poor are unable 
to buy them. Moreover, they cannot be had in 
sufficient quantities. It is therefore feared that starvation would add to the 
havoc already made by the plague. The imposition of a fixed rent of Rs, 4 for 
persons occupying sheds in the health camp tells heavily on the poor. The 
serious aspect which the plague has assumed at Hubli makes it imperatively 
necessary that the whole town should be evacuated and measures adopted for 
_ providing sheds for all. A report has gained currency in the town that in the 
disinfection room at the Hubli station, women are asked to put off their clothes— 
a most abominable practice which should be speedily put astop to. The District 
Collector will do wellto take notice of these grievances and remove them as 
early as possible. 


25. A correspondent, writing to the Gujardti from Surat, observes :—The 
city is free from plague just now, still it is made obli- 
gatory on the people to report to the plague authorities 

all cases of illness and deaths. They find this rule 

very hard and particularly so now that cholera has made its appearance. They 
are further put to great inconvenience on account of the long delay which takes 
place in getting the necessary permission from the authorities for the removal of 
the dead, as the relations have to remain without food till the dead body is 

- yemoved from the house. It is said that in one case permission was delayed 

for seven hours after the death was reported. It is highly desirable that the 

authorities should grant the necessary permission without delay. 


Plaguo operations at Surat. 
Gujar@tt (1u6), 21st Aug. 


96. The death of one Mr. Chunilal Gulabrai, a clerk in the Subordinate 
cm RE NE Judge’s Court, Ankleshwar, which occurred last week 
ague operations ab Vroacs. shortly after his arrival at Broach, has caused great 
— oe panic amongst the inhabitants of that city. It has 
. been considered as a suspected plague case, but it seems 
to have occurred on account of the fright caused in the mind of the patient by 
his removal to the plague hospital—a place which was formerly used for stray 
cattle—and that of his relations to the segregation camp. We request the 
leading citizens to convene a public mecting under the presidentship of the 
Collector to allay the anxiety of the people and also to prosecute those persons 
who spread false reports and produce unnecessary excitement. 


27. While we have faith in the strength of Government to put down 
dacoity with the strong arm of the law, we must 
Need for a close enquiry yepeat the question asked in these columns a few 
into the causes of the recent weeks ago. Is or is not agricultural indebtedness at 
dacoitics in the Bombay Pre-  th¢ root; of this description of crime? It will not do 
é Ohainpion (2), 21st Aug. for the Govcrnment to pursue the policy of the ostrich. | 
Statesmanship lies in facing this dismal situation 
which threatens to become chronic. Buta chronic condition of dacoity here, 
there, and everywhere would simply add to the existing unrest and dissatisfac- 
tion, and it is superfluous for us to point out the danger of that situation. Is 
it not very curious, the number of small Marwari money-lenders who have been 
the principal victims of the rascally raiders? Can it be that some of the gang 
belong to the agricultural classes who have been reduced toa condition of utter 
poverty and indebtedness? Can it be that desperation alone has driven them to 
pillage and murder? We think a careful and searching enquiry needs to be 
made to ascertain the real cause or causes of the recrudescence of dacoity in the 
district. 
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28. With regard to the question as to what must have driven the wild 
tribes to become so bold and desperate, we believe, 
Dacoities in the Nasik Dis- first, that the camp of soldiers at Ma4legaon, formerly 
trigh, tele cunene ane remedy: established as a check over these people, being now 
ebed Abe. wan ©") broken up, the tribes have lost all kind of fear of 
being punished for their doings ; next, that the stringent 
forest regulations have left very little land for cultivation by these people, and 
again, that they have been robbed, even to the very brooms and wearing apparel, 
by the Marwari money-lenders. It is therefore natural that these tribes should 
acify their anger by attacking and cutting off the noses of the money-grabbing 
arwaris. Though we are in sympathy with the poor money-lenders and are 
sorry that the Government should not allow them to keep a few weapons in their 
possession, we wish both the Government and the money-lenders to be a little 
more liberal. Though we may get rid of the present dacoits by putting them to 
death or sending them to the Andamans, we cannot guarantee that their 
descendants will not take to this calling of plunder. We therefore think it better 
that they should be well provided for and allowed to live in their hilly homes. 


29. The dacoities in Nasik and other districts 

Alleged necessity of form- point to the necessity for Government taking steps 
ing Native volunteer corps for “+ relieve the cultivators of their distressing poverty 
ST yan hao (67), 16th and ordering the formation of armed volunteer corps 
im | : of 500 Natives in each district to serve for the sup- 


pression of dacoity. 


80. Referring to the finding of Mr. Crump, the Sessions Judge of Sitdra, 

in which he strongly censures the conduct of the 

Alleged fabrication of evi- Stara police, who, he was convinced, had fabricated 

~—_ by - ar ger wins evidence in a murder case tried by him, the papers 

Pi * Vartdnidhi Oe. ou, advise that, following the suggestion of Mr. Crump, 

Aug. Government should prosecute these policemen and 
get them severely punished. 


31. William Desmier, who shot a gharriwalla accidentally and thereby 
caused his death, has been discharged by the Sub- 
Remarks on the acquittal Divisional Officer of Tando, before whom he was 
of William Desmiiene ‘of Placed for trial. The construction of the gun was 
Tando (Sind). faulty and so he could not help the accident. But 
Phenix (8), 20th Aug. what business had he to go about with a badly 
constructed gun which was liable to go off and hit 
one of Her Majesty’s Indian subjects? We do not deny the accidental 
character of the incident, but it having ended in so serious a thing as death, it 
was necessary in the interests of justice that some punishment should have been 
meted out to the man to whose carelessness it was due. A Poona papuor cites 
the case to show that miscarriages of justice occur when Indians are murdered 
by Europeans. Well, the man Desmier is not a European and he cannot be 
properly said to have committed murder. But his carelessness has resulted in 
the death of a human being whose life, perhaps, was as much precious to his 
family as Desmier’s is to his, and so he ought not to have been let off 
altogether scot-free, It is absurd to mention anything partaking of racial 
considerations in connection with the discussion of the affair, but Desmier has 
certainly got off rather cheap. ; 


32, A very sensational tale of police zulum is reported from Bhiria. It 
appears that in a defamation case there were warrants 
A tale of police oppression issued against certain inhabitants of the village by tue 
. hapeires’ * jon thtnd) the Sub-Divisional Magistrate of Hala. The warrants 
‘Prabhét (196), 20th Aug., Were directed to one Hashmatsing, a petty police 
Eng. cols, | official, for execution. Armed with these mighty 
weapous he proceeded to the village and sent word to 

those who were wanted to the effect that they should see him at the police 
station as he had summonses against them. The poor unsuspecting mofussilites, 
little thinking that a trap had been prepared for them, in obedience to the 
orders of the police official at once presented themselves at the police station. Be 
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it said to the credit of Hashmatsing that after he found the men in his clutches 
he did not take long to undeceive them. As soon as all the victims of his dodge 
were collected, he began to handcuff them and fasten ropes round their waists,: 
as though they were the notorious Makhi Dhand outlaws. All these men were: 
respectable, one of them being the Mukhi of the village, the other his brother, 

the third Munshi Khemchand, the father of Mr. Pahlajrai, overseer. Munshi 
Khemchand asked Hashmatsing to-let him have a look at the warrants to see 

whether there was no provision for bail, but Hashmatsing pointblank refused 

to comply with this very reasonable request. He said he had the warrants in 

his pocket. The warrants contained the Magistrate’s endorsement directing bail 

to be taken. This probably was the reason why Hashmatsing was unwilling 

to show the warrants to Munshi Khemchand. Then commenced negotiations, 

which, happily for those that were handcuffed and bound like felons, were-soon 

settled, On payment of the sum of Rs. 60, Hashmatsing removed the prisoners’ 

handcuffs and ropes. When the accused reached Naushahro, Munshi Khem- 

chand complained to the Chief Constable of the illegal conduct of Hashmat- 

sing, but that worthy replied that the people of Bhiria were proud and that 

_ they were only reaping the fruit of the indifference with which they had treated 

him on his last two or three visits to their village. These are the main facts as 

received by us. We understand that the inhabitants are in a state of ferment. 
And well they might be.. Never since the advent of the British rule, say they, 
was such high-handedness heard of, We draw the attention cf Mr. Cox, 
District Police Superintendent, and hope that he will investigate the matter 
with his usual tact and patience, and, if satisfied of the truth of the report 
stated, take severe notice of the conduct of Hashmatsing and the Chief Constable, 
and administer to them exemplary punishment so that. it might serve as a lesson 
to others. 


Legislation. 
33. We are glad that the City Improvement Bill has at last received the 


assent of the Government of India. We understand 
Secretary of StateforIndia that we have to thank the Secretary of State for win- 


complimented for sanctioning ning over the Government of India. And well has» 


the Bombay Improvement 


Bill he exercised in this matter his supreme powers, for, 
Indian Spectator (4), 21st With the attention of Europe suspiciously directed 
Aug. towards Bombay, our export trade with the West 


would bein great danger unless confidence were restored 
in the minds of the people of Europe that we are wide-awake to the demands of 
scientific sanitation of the day, and to the urgency of so improving the construc- 
tion of emporiums of trade like Bombay as to make them safe against the plague 
or any other epidemic finding a permanent habitat and breeding-ground there. 
Even Bombay, whose greatness depends upon the vast export and import trade 
of which she is the centre, is conscious of the necessity of taking heroic measures 


for this end. 
Education. — 


34, The Educational Inspector, N. D., examined all the English and 
Gujarati schools under him once a year till the year 


The Educational Inspector, 1856, but subsequently the number of schools in- 


N. D., and his alleged ignor- 


ance of Gujarati. creased and it was found impossible for him to 
Hitechchhu (138), 25th ¢ope with the work and additional posts of Deputy 
Aug. Educational Inspectors were created. The Deputies 


| ‘Vi | schools in their respective districts, the Inspector in his 
Pc gga of Director of Public’ Tastenetion and the Government kept 
a general supervision over all. Hitherto all the Europeans who held the 
responsible post of Educational Inspector, N. D., possessed good knowledge 
of Gujarati, but the present incumbent does not know the language though he 
has been in his present office for the last four years. Itis therefore a matter 
for question how he manages to examine Gujarati schools. It is much to be 
regretted that his ignorance of Gujarati should be tolerated so long, while a 
certain percentage is deducted from the salaries of European officers of tho 


ate 


byte bal, 
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Revenue and Judicial Departments until they pass the necessary test in: the 
vernaculars of their districts. Ignorance of the Gujarati language not only pre- 
vents the Government Inspector from examining Gujarati and Anglo-Gujardti 
schools, but even interferes in the oo discharge of his office work. Moreover, 
he scarcely visits the High Schools. We do not think he does anything beyond 
signing office papers. The public will feel thankful to him if he will enlighten 
them about the manner of his work. : 


Municipalities. 


35. The municipalities in India will be too glad to follow the advice given 

by His Excellency the Governor of Madras to a certain 

Remarks on the attitude of municipality last week to carry on the administra- 
hate oe of tion in the best possible manner and to set an ex- 
Deshk Mitra (131), 25th @mple even to the municipalities of highly civilized 
Aug. countries ; but His Excellency seems to be ignorant 
of the fact that some of the Collector-Presidents are 

bent upon having their own will carried out without due regard to public 
opinion, and resort to various tactics to achieve this object. If by chance any 
commissioner differs from their views he is snubbed in municipal meetings, 
Thus the commissioners have very little chance to display their abilities and 


independence. | 


36. The fact that so many as about 900 out of possibly 1,100 voters went 
to the polling office to record -their votes conclusively 
General municipal elections proves that deep interest is taken by the electors of 


at _ Prakieh (3), 22nd ‘Poona in exercising their franchise. We believe that 
ive, ee, ade , about a couple of hundred more, who were entitled to 


a vote and were eager to vote, had to go disappointed, 
as their names were unaccountably omitted from the general list authorita- 
tively published by the municipality, and it is hoped that greater care will be 
taken next time in making the list. This, however, by the by. The whole 
matter passed off in the most smooth and enjoyable fashion, and latterly from 
4, to 6 P.M. it was simply electrifying. 


Native States. 


37, Under the heading “Independent Comments,” the Kithidwddno 
Himdyati has the following :—The way in which justice 
Administration in Kathié- has been dispensed in Kathiawar for the last 35 years 
toh — far from leads the people of the province to prefer the rule 
nag rr a Himéyati Of the Muhammadan Emperors to that of the British, 
(144), 21st Aug. since they enjoyed greater liberty of speech under the 
: ruleof the former. The present system of administra- 
tion, empowering the Chiefs to exercise civil and criminal jurisdiction, has been 
found to be altogether unsatisfactory, as some of the Chiefs and their Karbharis 
in the name of justice oppress the subjects in various ways and commit even 
heinous crimes to hide their misdeeds. It is a matter for regret that Government 
are indifferent to this state of things and that some high officials shower praises 
on the Chiefs though their administration be not at all satisfactory. It is 
extremely desirable that Government should take up the cause of the poor and 
helpless people, most of whom have got. disgusted with the Native rule. 


88. The intrigues which are going on in the Kithidwar Agency are more 

or less due to the tactical mistake committed by 

Alleged favouritism shown Lieutenant-Colonel Hunter, Political Agent, Kathia- 

by Lieutenant-Colonel Hun- war, in placing implicit faith in lis Nagar subordi- 

tery Politica, Agont, Kéthid- nates in the matter of filling important vacancies. We 

""Naiiidedtas Hin yati re, no doubt, proud of some of these Nagars, who are 

(144), 21st Aug. able to manage State affairs, but it is not right that 

ee an able officer like Lieutenant-Colonel Hunter should 

give the people any cause to think that he is a mere puppet in the hands of 

the N party. It is extremely desirable for Government to ascertain why 
the Political Agent has a special liking for the Nagars in all matters. __ 
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39. There is very little hope of any improvement taking place in the 


Affairs of the Dhrol State 
considered unsatisfactory and a. 
request to the Political Agent, 
Kathidwar. _ 

Kdthidwadno 


Himayate 
(144), 21st Aug. 


indebtedness of the Dhrol State in K&thidwér, as the 
Thakor is very extravagant in his private expenses 
and as the rec8ht revision in the salaries of the State 
servants is far from satisfactory. There is utter mis- 
management in the State and justice is dispensed only 
in name. There are two parties and the Thakor is of 
a wavering disposition. We invite the attention of 


the Political Agent, Kathidwar, to this state of affairs, 
40. We have received some serious complaints against Kumar Shri Ajit- 


Complaint against the heir- 
apparent of the Dhrangadra 
State, Kathi4war, 

Hathiawadno 


. Himayatr 
(144), 21st Aug. 


sinhji, heir-apparent of the Dhrangadra State in 
Kathiawar, but we refrain from publishing them 
so long as we are not convinced of their veracity. 
In the meantime we request the Chief of Dhrdn- 
gadra to pay off the debt incurred by the Prince. 
It is to be regretted that he should have incurred 


debt amounting to about eight lakhs of rupees, and that the creditors should be 
- obliged to issue notices and file suits against him. Jt seems that the Prince is 
sadly in want of a better adviser than his present one, 


Intelligence extracted from the Press. 


41. On his way to Savanur, Rao Saheb Narsingrao Shevde, Diwan of 


Alleged assault by a Euro- 
pean military officer on 
plague duty at Hubli on the 
Diwan of Savanur. 

Dha'rwa’r Vritt (88), 25th 
Aug. 


the Savanur State, had an altercation with a European 
military officer on plague duty at Hubli, in the 
course of which the European is said to have given 
a slap on the Diwan’s face. We do not know who 
picked the quarrel or what led to it. The Native is 
ordinarily never at fault in such cases. Even if 
we grant for a while that Rao Saheb Shevde might 


be in the wrong, the European officer ought not to have taken the law into 
his own hands. He ought to haveremambered that Government have made 


laws and haye appointed officers to administer them. We hope 


the Collector 


will take notice of this incident, which deserves special attention also from 


Government, 


Order of Medjidseh confer- 
red on a Bombay Muham- 


madan by the Sultan of 


Turkey and a meeting of 
Muhammadans to be held to 
present the order. 

Muslim Herald (187), 22nd 
Aug., Eng. cols. : 


42. Weare glad to hear that a special general 
meeting of Muhammadans will be shortly held in 
Bombay in order to present Mr. Abdullah Miyan 
Khandwani, a leading Muhammadan gentleman of the 
Halai Memon Jamat of Bombay, the order of Medji- 
dieh, which His Imperial Majesty the Sultan of 
Turkey has been pleased to confer upon him as a 
reward for reasons not known. 


G. M. SA’THE, 
Reporter on the Native Press. 


Office of the Reporter on the Native Press, 
New Secretariat, Bombay, 30th August 1898. 
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12 »» Dnydn Chakshu ... ae eae he ste a | ere vis 900 
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ANGLO-K a/NARESE. By 


164 | The Hubli Patra mee vie ve .} Hubli ... ia ..| Weekly ... i 150 


ENGuisn, MARATHI AND KANaRESs. 


165 | The Karn&tak Patra ... ne as ...| Dhdrw4r iss eo are et 400 
. 166 | ,, Réjahansa Se ee ee eo ar ee on ke 200 


KaA’NARESE. : iB 


167 | The Chandroday& - es «+ => ceo DRArw4r ies ...| Weekly .. a — 200 
168 » Karndtak Vritt ... sa nee onl ae oe mie ee sie 800 
169 »» -Lok&i Bandhu ... ee ws aaa cf) a vee 300 
7) | , Bemk Geni... ... ww. «| Caeeg a gk ee sa 200 Hi 
‘171 » Satyt Vritt ae - oe a 200 ui 
172 ,, subodh Chandrika a joe gnc EE vai ...| Fortnightly ,.. 150 i 


MaRa’THI AND Ka’NARESE. 


173 | The Chandrika an 0 = eee | Bagalkot sa woof Weekly ... cost 100 | ie 
174 | ,, Karnétak Vaibhay ... ..._—-+-| Bijépur “ao ee a os oe 300 ue 
175 » Siddheshvar aii sa ‘an esl ee a co TM eee si 150 | iF 
176 » Vichéri ... a a eet ...| Karwar ae or an gee me 453 


ENGLISH smn HInpl. 
ee ee eee ae 
. - Hint. 
178 |The Shri Venkateshvar Samachar ... ««-| Bombay cee o-| Weekly ... one 8,006 
Urpo. 


179 | ‘The Aina-i-Hind aa sue sual SNIEEY ace ae: 500 
180 » Alam Aphroz Bambai ii ah coal 0s a note Tri-monthly pe 200 
181 » Azad Punch isi ve ee} Do. me ...| Weekly .. _ 300 
182 ry) India Gazette eee eee eee eee Do. eee wee Do. eee ees 1,000 
183 » Jahinuma.., § ... 0 ae eet = Do. i gM Segre ie 
184 9 Justice of the Peace oon eee eee Do. eee eee Dn. coe eee eos 

185 » Makbul-e-Aalum ai | Do. ca oe le ape is 900 
186 , Munsif-i-Deccan .. +  .. «| Ahmednagar... ...) Do. ws  ... 80 
187 Muslim Herald ... .... .. ee] Bombay soe oes} Daily. aa 1,500 
188 9 Nay ér-i-Islam eee see eee eee Do. eee eee Weekly eee eee new 
Punch Eahdiur .... sia. se oo a 


‘Safir... 
Sultin-ul-Akhbér... 
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Number 


Names of Newspapers. : | P.ace of Publication. Editiou, Copies issued. 


ENGLisH, MaRa’THI AND GuzaRa’tI. 
192 | The Baroda Vatsal iss es is eo] Baroda eee ...| Weekly ... we 60 


EnGuisH, Mara’tHI, GUSARA’TI 
AND KONKANI. 


193 | The Garibaéncha Kaivéri (Amicus Pauperum)| Bombay we =—-—snee| WOYtnightly 1,500 


MaARA’rHI AND URDU. 


194 | The Gulbarga Samaéchér ... ... =...) Gulbarga «wg we Weekly coe ae 450 
ANGLO-SINDI. . 
eee oO as i a ee .. | Hyderabad (Sind) ...| Fortnightly _... 350 
st oe eee a a a ae Do. sbel TOURS cis oss 450 
SINDI. 

197 | The Khairkhah Sind __,.. er .»| Kardchi oni sie WRGMMIY cae eae 1,000 

198 9? Muin-ul-Isl4m eee eee see TO Do. eee eee Do, eve eee ; 300 

ve ee ee a ee a 500 
ANGLO-PORTUGUESE. 

200 |O Anglo-Lusitano _... ‘0 53 eee] Bombay vis ...| Weekly ... sis 1,000 

201 | The Boletim Indiano ... ive vii eof Do. Ne ick Og oe ont 500 
PoRTUGUESE-KONKANI. 

202 |The Luso-Concanim ... s+ |. | Bombay sie each FROOMEY. O00 © ek £00 


Notes.—A. The notices from the different Newspapers have been collected in the Report under different heads 
which are printed in italics. : 

B, The names of Newspapers are printed in the margin of the Report in italics, and the number of the News 
paper in the above list is printed in brackets after the name, 


_ ©, The system of spelling vernacular words followed by the Reporter is the same as that adopted in the 
Official Spelling List of the Bombay Presidency. One peculiar feature of this system is that when the long (a Hf 
or d) is the last letter of a word, the accent is left out, and the short a(3 =u in gun) is, to prevent confusion, 
never placed at the end of a word, This rule has been strictly followed, except that when the short a appears to be 
absolutely necessary to complete the pronunciation of a word, asin Arunodaya or the well-known Mitra, it is printed 
with a mark over it to indicate that it is short, thus—-d, 


D. The figures giving the circulation or number of copies published ‘of each newspaper and pericdical as 
furnished by the proprietor, are not guaranteed as accurate, and'in some instances must’be egarded with 2 ution, 
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, 
Politics and the Public Administration. 


1. In article No.3 on “what causes the delapidation of a kingdom ?” 
P oe o the Kali lays down the pringiples that spread of 
stability of a kingdom % the knowledge or education is a powerful cause of the ruin 
Kala (49), 26th Ang. of a kingdom and that therefore a se should dis- 
courage it so far as possible. If, argues the paper, the 
my ag of a king once know that he pursues his own interests to the detriment 
of their own, they will be dissatisfied with his rule and with this dissatisfaction 
will commence his downfall. Soldiers, who are not imbued with the belief that 
the king is for the people and not the people for the king, will fight in the 
interests of the king, their employer, even though these interests be opposed 
to those of the people. Did, for instance, the Hindu soldiers, who in 1757, when 
the Bengalis had not unfortunately come under British rule, fought under the 
lead of Lord Clive at the battle of Plassy, have the least idea that in fightin 
against Suraj Uddowla they were boring holes in the very boat in whic 
they were sailing with their relatives ?. Similarly had those Hindu soldiers 
- who in 1778 accompanied Warren Hastings when he went to take Chetsing, 
King of Benares,.a prisouct, any the faintest notion of what they were about? 
No, never will uneducated soldiers understand these things. Another danger to. 
the stability of aking, says the paper, is the consciousness that there is some 
other person superior to him in his kingdom and the best way to avert it 
is to cut off the heads of the tallest poppies, as Henry the VIII of England 
did by depriving the Pope of Rome of his influence in England and thus up- 
rooting the thorn in his kingdom. Similarly if the numerous Native States, 
which flourished in India a century ago, had at this time been extant, the 
people of India would not have enjoyed the peace which they now do under the 
rule of Her Gracious Majesty the Queen. But though in this way the kings 
or rulers put to death superior human beings in their domains the subject people 
will still have God to rest their final hope on, and so kings should not hesitate 
in declaring that they are themselves incarnations of the deity. 


2. As anticipated, the recently launched loan for 120 lakhs has gone at 
much less than par, The average rate at whiich it was. 
Alleged want of commer- jssued was Rs. 94 and 123 annas. Only half a crore 
Assesigoeas at the India more Sen es amount — vee ee 2p the 
1 . offer at 94°9, the minimum rate accepted, received over 
— _ Lae ra 75 per cent. Thus, the loan wasa decided failure. 
The reason, of course, is the straitened condition of the 
money market, but there are strong reasons to believe that the loan would have 
taken better, had Government not madeit repayable only six years hence, and had. 
they not announced the minimum they would accept at so low a figure as 944, 
actually about one per cent. less than the market value of Government Securities. 
The announcement of a minimum, specially when it is low, is a discrediting of 
self, and we do not know why ,both the Government of India and the Secretary 
of State make it a point to fall into the error of persistently sticking to the 
practice in spite of severe criticisms from commercial experts. In the selling 
of Council Bills, too, we find the same want of commercial instinct at the India 
Office. | 


8. Simla, the abode of the “Tin Gods,” is going to have twenty lakhs of 

the tax-payers’ rupees expended on its water-supply 

‘Remarks on the proposed and sanitation. It is not given to us, tiny mortals, to 
expenditure of twenty lékhs ynderstand the ways of the tin gods, but one may Just 
arr MRE ag eel point out that the gods have chosen a very unreason- 
Pheniz (8), 27th Aug. able and unseasonable time for calling upon their 
a humble worshippers in the plain to expend the good 
round sum of twenty lakhs of rupees on their Pujah. Government is on its 
. beam ends, as the Hon’ble Mr. Nugent so expressively put it the other day, and. 
the people in the parts visited by the plague who had to find money at the call 
of Committees appointed by Government, are at the end of their tether. Under 
the circumstances it would have been well if the proposed improvement in the 


abode of the gods had been put off for better times, and the money devoted to. 
con 496—3 wang. eee 


8 


the relief of impecunious municipalities. The gods have got.on well enough sO 
long with Simla in its present condition and their latest freak may have kept 
cold. , | 


4. The Budget of the Government of Bombay for 1898-99, prepared by 
- the Honourable Mr. Nugent, was introduced into the 
‘Discussion on the Budget Legislative Council for discussion on Friday last by 
of the Bombay Government the Honourable Mr. James. There is not much that 
ie Géhide (115), 28th one can usefully say by way of criticism on it, as 
Aug., Eng. cols. as it has a simple but withal a woeful tale to tell. The 
Government “has to subsist for the present on the 
charity of the Government of India.” In that one sentence lies the sum and 
substance of this melancholy Budget. The speeches of His Excellency Lord 
Sandhurst and of the Honourable Mr. James at the last meeting of the Legis- 
lative Council, deserve to be specially mentioned on account of the sympathetic 
tone which pervaded them, no less than for thcir suggestiveness. That was the 
first time the Honourable Mr. James took his seat in the Council, and the speech, 
which he made then in reply to the several points urged in the discussion of the 
Budget by the non-official members, bears proof of his remarkable capacities as 
a Revenue officer. That speech is a lucid ms conan of the financial history of 
this Presidency since the introduction of the Decentralisation scheme, and ought 
to be carefully read by those who wish to have a clear idea of our provincial fi- 
nance. The Honourable Mr. James, in that vivacious style in which heis known 
to clothe his ideas, was able to make dry figures interesting and to show that he 
could thoroughly master the details of the Budget, and has done this Presidency 
a, valuable service by speaking on its behalf with fairness and freedom, and we 
hope his masterly speech will attract sympathetic attention in higher quarters. His 
Excellency Lord Sandhurst, who followed the Honourable Mr, James, dealt most- 
ly with the question of plague. His Lordship has had the plague administration 
in his own hands, and we are voicing the public sentiment when we say that he 
fully deserves the praise bestowed on him by Sir Charles Ollivant for the self- 
abnegation and activity with which he has worked to stamp out the plague. The 
public have every reason to feel deeply grateful to Lord Sandhurst for his 
sympathetic speech, and we feel sure that his words will be laid to heart by all, 
officials and non-officials, who have in different parts of the Presidency to do 
the irksome and thankless duty of fighting the plague. We have not, unfortu- 
nately, sufficient space at our command to notice the speeches of the non-official 
members of the Council. Suffice it to say that some of the Honourable Hindu 
members of the Council proved themselves to be real and able exponents of the 
views and wishes of the general public. The ability and moderation with which 
they urged several matters of public importance on the attention of Government, 
were worthy of all praise. 


5. Happily for the rulers and the ruled the budget discussion this year 
ee iy oe “4 took place in a less heated atmosphere and amidst less 
Weis cle. (106), 25th Aug. oxcited surroundings than in the Jubilee year. The 
; eign of panic and terror, ignorance and prejudice, 

imaginary plots and conspiracies, of despotic regulations and panic persecu- 
tions ended fortunately with the close of the last year. The political and social 
atmosphere is redolent with the sweet perfume of peace and good-will, and 
although coming misfortunes have begun to cast their ominous shadows, the public 
mind is more at ease this year than it was in 1897. The most gratifying proof 
of the prevailing spirit was His Exce llency’s speech. In it he has declared the 
future plague policy in language which cannot admit of any doubt and is inspired 
by sentiments that do great credit to his head and heart. We are only sorry 
that there should still be left any room for cherishing regretful reminiscences 
and using resentful expressions. The Honourable Mr. Chandavarkar is for 
forgetting and forgiving the past. His Excellency, it is significant, contented 
himself with simply paraphrasing the remark. At least that is what appears 
in the published proceedings. Every one in the Presidency would have been 
greatly pleased, if the representative of the University had gone a step further 
and said “let all the causes which keep up the memory of the past and prevent 


rep ¥ 


estoration of perfect harmony and good-will be removed,’ and still more if 
cellency had assu 


d the country in that sense, 
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6. Tired of suspicion and distrust on the part of both the Government 


Proceedings at the last and the ror le, we were eagerly looking forward for 


meeting of the Bombay Le- the restoration of that mutual confidence without 


gislative Council, commented which good government is impossible, The recent 


on. proceedings are indeed of great interest as giving 


Nativ: Opinion (16), Ist positive proof of the return of the Government to its 3 


Sept., Eng. cols. good old policy of trust and confidence in the people. 


Nay more there was a genuine desire shown by the Government to do what it can 
to cast a permanent veil over the unfortunate blunderings of the past year by 
rendering what justice it can to those that had been seriously wronged. Of 
course, we allude to the certificate of good character given by His Excellency 
the Governor to the unfortunate Poona people and to his frank admission of the 
failure that had attended his officers’ attempts to stamp out plague in defiance 
of the people. This might be exultingly pointed out as a triumph for the 
people, but for the duty cast on us by the frankness of the Governor to be mag- 
nanimous and modest. However that may be, hereafter so far as plague is con- 
cerned, in the words of His Excellency, persuasion is to take the place of fear 
. and a desire for the co-operation of the people the place of contempt for them, 
Of course, the difficulty would be in getting the smaller fry of the plague 
departments to appreciate this change of policy and follow it faithfully. But 
we may hope that it will be surmounted, as the Government seems to be in 
terrible earnest this time. Reassuring as the announcement by the Governor 
of the future plague policy was, we regret it isjustthe contrary when we come 
to what transpired in the Council as regards the apportionment of plague charges 
as between the Imperial and Provincial Governments and as between the 
latter and the various municipalities and local funds. This is a question of 
life and death with many of the local bodies, and we hope the Government 
will find its way to relieve them of the greater portion of the expense. ‘Chere were 
many other interpellations dealing with various matters, but none of them elicit- 
ed satisfactory answers. Tor instance, there was a serious compl:int as to the 
undermanning of our Judical Service and Dr. Bhalchandra pleaded for improving 
the Medical Service. Sir Charles Ollivant disposed of both of these complaints by 
pleading the insolvency of Government. The questions. of execssive assessment 


and agricultural indebtness, which are generally believed to be responsible for. 


the dacoities in the Nasik and Ahmednagar Districts, were left where they were. 
The answer as to the Khoti grievance was equally unsatisfactory and the unwil- 
lingness to disclose the name of Lord George Hamilton’s nurse was a disgraceful 
blot on the fair name of British justice. One would have thought that the time 
had arrived for giving the public an opportunity to verify the story on which such 
an extraordinary step was taken as that of depriving a n»bleman of his liberty 
without a trial. The ways of Government in this matter are so much out of what 
we are taught to believe to be the right course, that all our calculations and expect- 
ations in connection with it go wrong. It is sickening to have to harp.on this 
subject from time to time. But the Government seems determined to continue 
in its errors. As to speeches, there was nothing remarkable or new in them. 
The speeches of the official members were all conceived in excellent spirit. 


7. In answering the questions of the Honourable members, “ non-com- 
Cea -mittal’” was the chief object Government had kept 

; ag ig (112), 28th “in view. However, committal or non-committal, the 
es chaste ublic of Poona are to be congratulated on their 
obtaining happy relief from the impost put upon them. And it bespeaks 
something of the candour and the returning sense of calm and deliberate adminis- 


trative wisdom that a confession was made as to the “ patience, fortitude, and: 


good order” displayed by the long suffering and innocent people of Poona, 


the unoffending victims of official panic. It is a small mercy after all the — 
hardships and the obloquy: to which they were subjected for over twelve 
- months past. All the same these are days when we have all to be thankful. 


for even the smallest of small mercies doled out to us by our benevolent 


Government. The satisfaction lies in the fact that some sense of justice is still : 
left in the administration—a justice about which we have grown of late not: 
a little seeptic. . The rules regarding the plague formed the subject of inter- 
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ellation by more than one member.- But it is a matter for regret to 

lave to observe that the Government should’ be taking so unconscionable a — 
time in considering them. It is high time that the deliberative stage was 
superseded by the active and practical, having regard to the fact that the 
third outbreak of the pestilence is looming in the immediate future. It is 
to be devoutly hoped that the result of the long incubation will be in 
every way satisfactory, thatis to say, they will achieve the excellent sani- 
tary object the authorities have in view without in any way resuscitating 
the popular outcry of last year touching their extreme harshness, and even the 
rationality or relevance of many of them. If the persuasive principle, on — 
which so much stress was laid by His Excellency the President, at the con- 
clusion of the legislative sittings, is to be practically carried out, then we ought 
to see the rules based on that excellent principle which has our cordial approval. 
Again, it is to be also hoped that in the framing of the new rules there will not 
underlie, openly or covertly, that invidious distinction to which more than one 
member had drawn the attention of the authorities last year and again at the 
recent meeting. Lord Sandhurst may reiterate over and over his intention 
of keeping no class distinction; all the same, class distinction has been kept 
up which shows that the past intention of His Excellency is ruthlessly cast 
to the wind by those who are entrusted with putting his intention into practice. 
_ Every Government is judged by its practical administration. It is therefore to 
be hoped that the intention to make the rules in no way invidious will be rigidly 
carried out in practice so as to obviate fresh clamours and complaints during 
the coming plague conflict. It is also somewhat satisfactory to learn from the 
lips of His Excellency the President that in the matter of plague expenditure the 
Imperial authorities will be more just and generous than they have hitherto been. 
However “ informal’? the Press Committees may be, it is rather disingenuous of 
the Government to ignore their constitution and throw the whole blame of their 
institution on the district Collectors. If any reply at the Council has been of a 
most unsatisfactory and evasive character, it is this. But Mr. Déji Abaji Khare 
deserves the thanks of the public for the answer he has elicited to the question. 
We are indeed sorry to say that in this matter Sir Charles Ollivant has shewn 
the least candour. If his answer is to be taken at its worth, it simply means 
that the Government of Bombay has not the moral courage to avow the respon- 
sibility which properly belongs to it in this matter and has ingeniously—but 
not ingenuously—endeavoured to foist it on district Collectors. The sooner 
the Government assumes the responsibility and avows its secret intentions the 
better for all concerned, Let it rivet.as hard a chain as it pleases for the Press ; 
but at any rate let it be honest. This is all we want. ) 


8. Amongst the declarations Government made in answer to interpella- 
iti iain adsl ibe. tions at the last Council meeting, we would single 
hae ian Gpeeter (6) out those as regards Poona and the Press Committees 
oor as being of a particularly important character. Sir 
Charles Ollivant gave a certificate to the unfortunate capital of the Dekkan, 
“for the patience, fortitude, and good order” displayed by its citizens during 
the severe epidemics they passed through, and said that as a reward Gov- 
ernment were considering the advisability of relieving the city altogether from 
the charges of the Punitive Police imposed on it owing to the Jubilee murders. 
Grateful, indeed, will Poona be for this certificate of good conduct, specially 
as it was repeated and confirmed even in stronger terms by His Excellency 
the Governor in his closing speech in the Council. But yet we cannot help 
remarking that it would have been more graceful and noble to have made 
a declaration of this kind, just when the trial of Damodar Chapekar exploded 
the theory of conspiracy ; and further, to have assured the city explicitly that 
it was in haste—excusable haste, let us admit that the conclusion was arrived 
at that the city, as a whole, was concerned in the dastardly outrage of the 
Jubilee night. The first secret of popularity for rulers is to know how to yield 
in time, and when yielding, how to yield gracefully and with a frank and gerer- 
ous avowal of having been misled. But we are glad that the present Govern- 
ment has not, in this matter, pursued the ruinous policy of showing strength by 
‘persevering in error. We should have been glad if Government had seen its wa 
similarly to withdraw, so far as lay in its power, from the other measures whic 


tea 
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were the outcome (of the hasty theories as regards wide-spread sedition and ill- 

will against Government which the Jubilee murders sere rise to. The eps 

Committees, in particular, are institutions of which the Government should wash a 
. their hands. Sir Charles Ollivant admitted that. these committees “must be He 

purely of an informal and unofficial character,” and he cast the responsibility | 

of establishing them on the discretion of the district officers only. Tf they are 
informal and unofficial, what is the good of them? Sir Charles Ollivant’s 
declaration that Government desired to afford facilities for the press to get in- 
formation, and for the responsible officers to bein touch with ‘public opinion, 
and thus to lessen the necessity for direct intervention by Government, is a wel- 
come one. But we fail to see how informal and extra-legal press committees, 
of officials and non-officials, can well serve any of these purposes. With spirited 
van they may easily become a fruitful source of irritation and misunder- 
standing. 


9, “Itis not the — of Sore said Lord Sandhurst in reply 
o a question from Mr. Khare at the Council, “that 
agin Spectator (1 “St there should.be race distinctions” in plague adminis- 
3 tration. The argument, of course, is that the exemp- 
tion which is uniformly accorded to Europeans from those bothers of quarantine, 
surveillance and disinfection, to which native passengers are subjected, is not 
granted because the European is an European, but because experience has 
proved that he enjoys a practical immunity from plague, To this there is the 
simple answer that the plague has shown no such respect to the white skin, as : 
is claimed. If there have been few seizures amongst Europeans in our town a 
and Presidency, there have been equally few seizures amongst the better classes | 
of the Natives—a fact the best proof of which is that amongst the victims of 
the plague there have been very few men of standing—few of our leading 
citizens, J.P.s, Fellows of the University, Municipal Commissioners, the superior 
Government officials, and such like. It is a matter for congratulation that the 
Europeans of our city and Presidency are generally well-off, and are able to live 
well, using the expression in a very comprehensive sense. In Calcutta, on the 
other hand, there is a larger proportion of loafers and paupers amongst the Euro- 
peans and East Indians, and there the plague has claimed proportionately more 
victims amongst them than in Bombay. It is good living, then, which gives: 
practical immunity from the plague, and not race or nationality. If, therefore, 
the European is to be exempted from quarantine and disinfection on the 
ground of practical immunity from plague, the well-to-do and upper classes’ 
of Natives, too, should, in justice, obtain. the same exemption. This is our 
grievance. We want a raising up, and not a levelling down. Lord Sandhurst 
himself would, on consideration, find that a system under which even an cD 
eminent medical Native gentleman of the position of a Member of the Council ro 
can be detained in quarantine, whilst the veriest loafer can escape if he is an ie 
European, is a system for which the credit cannot be claimed that it sanctions 
no race distinction. There ought to be greater unity between precept and 
practice than can be claimed for the present arrangements, under which the 1 | 
weakest European is better off than the strongest native. But if there is some 14 
show of defence for the invidious preference given to Europeans in regard to 
plague operations, there cannot be a shadow of reason in support of the mag & 
tion granted to their servants and attendants—granted, we suppose, only for ee 
the convenience of their masters. i 


Bc 10. The spirit of the future plague policy, as declared by His Excellency in : 
oe Council, will commend itself to everyone in this Pree | | 
E Guj arses (106), 26th Ang, sidency, and we trust plague authorities will loyally se 
oe com give effect to it. Weare extremely anxious to give a 
the widest possible publicity to Lord Sandhurst’s words of wisdom, and for ‘ 
removing all erroneous impressions, if they are still entertained anywhere, a 
regarding the intentions of Government, There are certain points in His : 
Excellency’s speech, with reference to other matters, with which it is difficult — 
to agree with his Lordship. With regard to Poona affairs we disapproved of 
the whole policy, and the entire country is of one mind on that pomt. We 
still regret it and are grieved to find that Lord Sandhurst with all his just and 


aE # 


sympathetic instincts and liberal principles, has not yet seen his way to remoye i 
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-all , for heart-burning and soreness of feeling. Whilst emphatically 


ing these views, we are anxious to be fair towards his Lordship. We tried 


our best to make known and explain the policy which Lord Sandhurst enun- 


ciated after the plague riots in Bombay, and we‘feel it a pleasant.duty to ask 
our readers to accept His Excellency’s declaration exactly in the spirit in 
which he has made it, regarding the line of conduct which must be followed 


‘in coping with a deadly enemy that is already committing cruel ravages at 


-Hubli and other places and insidiously but steadily creeping into the 
homes of the inhabitants of this city. The future looks sufficiently gloomy. 
Another visitation will tax to the uttermost point the patience and resources 
of the people and Government. Sympathy and good will, fortitude and resig- 
nation alone will save both, and we are much gratified to find that His Excel- 
lency has from his presidential chair at the Council board proclaimed the 
gospel of forberance, sympathy and humanity in unmistakable terms. 


11. On the whole the non-official members of. the Legislative Council 
Baroda Vateal (192)y 28th have discharged their duty satisfactorily. They have 
veges which they. have exercised their rights of interpel- 
lating in general, and discussing the Budget in particular. It is equally satis- 
factory to note the attitude of Government towards these members. ‘There was 
a complete absence this year of that indignation and impatience which was 
usually shown by them in replying to the interpellations put by the non-official 
members. On the contrary, Government showed their respect for them and 


tried to give appropriate replies to their questions. Government, it seems, are 


not unaware of the great respect and friendly feelings entertained by the people 
towards them since they have now given up the policy of placing implicit faith 
in, the reports of their subordinates and are taking the people more and more 
into their confidence, and there is not the least doubt that if they continue 
this policy they will be very popular. The Natives highly estcem those that 
are just and impartial and bestow praises on those officials who, instead of 


sticking to their mistaken notions of ‘ prestige,’ have the moral courage to 
acknowledge their mistakes and mend t heir conduct. | 


12, If the last Legislative Council meeting was a very tame affair and 

: : ; was particularly disheartening as regards the budget 
Piss td a “9th prospects, it nevertheless furnished some very welcome 
_ news to the people at large. The first and foremost — 

at least to the people of Poona—among the latter was the welcome announce- 
ment of thé charges of the Poona Punitive Police Force not being saddled on 


the inhabitants of Poona. But the declaration made by His Excellency Lord 


Sandhurst himself was still more welcome. Official etiquette and questions of zjjat 
(prestige) notwithstanding, a flattering compliment has been paid to the people 
of Poona by the highest personage in the residency, and we can assure His 
Excellency that the people of Poona will- take the compliment in the same 
generous spirit in which it has been offered. An amount of welcome relief has 
been afforded by His Excellency’s statement of the New Plague Policy to be 
followed, made in the last Council Meeting. The'keynote of the future plague 


policy is “ endeavour to enlist the people on our side,’’ and not treat them as clay 
in the hands of the potter, or as slaves whose wishes and feelings might be dis- 


regarded if they seemed to conflict with the modus operandi of the plague officers. 


If .an attempt is to be made to bring people over to tne side of the 


plague officers, the plague rules themselves must be considerably modified and the 
strongest assurance given to the people that a patient and his relations will not 


be treated as criminals. If the people are given this assurance in a concrete 
form by giving them every facility for treating themselves and their patients in 
‘a suitable way according to their means, we shall hear the.last of attempts to 


hoodwink the search parties. There will then be no necessity of mid-night 
searches and of compulsory segregation. ‘The Government need provide hutting 


accomodation only for tne needy, for such as cannot arrange for themselves pro- 


perly. If these and similar steps are taken—and we are glad to understand that 


Committee intend shortly taking them—all the terrors of a 
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raised. themselves in public estimation by the way in. 


_ will disappear in no time,'and. what is perhaps equally — 
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13, The invidious distinctions, in more than one matter connected with 
Dhasiston' t9): ek he plague between the white man and the black, are very 
rer Ses 8: — galling indeed. The white man can escape with im- 
punity all plague examination, aye, even his servant can do so, but not so the a 
black. The white may be the veriest loafer in the street, while the black may be a 
the most respectable and influential of men, he may even bea Judge or a full-blown 9 
Legislator, But no! the one is a chartered libertine on account of his skin, and 
the other aslave! Itis one thing for His Excellency to announce from his seat in 
the Council that his Government has no intention to institute invidious distinc- 
tions, but it is another thing to carry out the intentions in practice. Facts show. 
that the intentions are nowhere, and the servants of Government have in more than 
one place absolutely cast to the winds the so-called declared intentions of their 
masters. - Again, is it not the case that when complaints have been made by the 
black man, there have been inordinate delays before the Government has done 
anything to recognise the complaints and redress them? The tendency has all 
along been to support those who have been complained against, on the divine 
principle, we presume, that the servants of the Government are incapable of | 
doing any wrong. There is such a deplorable difference between preaching and 
practising in Government dcpartments that the less said the better. 


14. Perhaps the most curious fact brought to light by Mr. Garud at the 

: last Council was the wonderful letter which Mr. 
Lamb wrote to our local contemporary, the Dnydn 
io Chakshu, informing him how Mr. Deshmukh was 
weighed and found wanting, and how in fact he had no chance of being appointed 
a Collector again! We might ask what authority he had to draw such unwarrant- a 
able conclusions, and cause them to be published through a newspaper of his dis- 
trict over whom he had control as the Chairman of the newly framed Press Com- 
mittee. Lord Sandhurst’s new Press Committees then are by no means a hopeful 
measure. Surely, an officer, who is to teach the newspaper editors of his district 
the sober virtues of prudence and judgment, must himself give sufficient proof 
that he has them at least enough for himself! Only then, and not otherwise, can if 
he be expected to teach those who teach the world. We hope Mr. Lamb will take i 
a lesson from the present incident and be more cautious in future, for there is 
no knowing when Government may openly declare that they are not at all 
responsible for what Mr. Lamb may have to say. 


15. The Government disowned its liability in the matter of Mr. Lamb’s 
7 statement with regard to Mr. Deshmukh in his letter 
Kalpataru (51), 2th Aug. +4 the Dnydn Chakshu of Poona by declaring at the | 
last meeting of the Legislative Council that the statement was made by Mr, p 
Lamb on his own responsibility. Though there is no ground for questioning | 
this declaration, curiously enough, the people doubt whether Mr. Lamb could 
- have been so hasty and inconsiderate as to make such a statement on lis own 
responsibility and believe that he must have consulted the Government before- 
hand and must have been obliged, being a loyal scrvant of Government, to meekly 
submit to whatever explanation the Government might be pleased to offer to 
the public in the matter. -We do not understand why, instead of putting con- 
fidence in the declarations of Government, people should thus let loose the wings 
of their fancy. As for ourselves we have-complete trust in the assertions of Gov- 
ernment and believe that it will never become so mean and thoughtless as to 
throw the odium of its acts on its loyal subordinates. We cannot say at this 
moment what things will be revealed in future, Everything will, however, be 
made clear by a reply from the pen of Mr. Lamb. 


16. We shall be glad to know what steps Government have taken against 

ine Mr. Lamb for his unwarranted assertions with reference 

gg etenniak Write (C8), to the claims of Mr. Deshmukh to a collectorship made 4 
eat fn his letter tothe Dnyan Chakshu of Poona. We trust | a 
Government will do well to. express their opinion on this subject at least now. Ee 
‘We do not understand why Mr. Deshmukh was transferred to. Belgaum when 
_in all likelihood there was a chance of his being posted as an Acting Collector . 
of Kérwér. Even in the Dhérwar District the interchange of the duties bet-— 4 
-ween the Ist and the 2nd Assistant Collectorsand Mr. Deshmukh’s not being 4 
invested with the Political Agent’s authority at Sévanur have created a wrong 
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impression in the minds of the people, to efface which an - explanation of the 
whole matter by Government will go a great way. 


17. The refusal of the Government to do anything for the pleader who 


4 


ne was Chairman of the Sinnar Municipality and who was 
Py ft 4 (106), 26th Ang, brntually murdered by an infuriated 3 an, is scarcely 
edie defensible on grcunds of fairness or public policy. 
Paid officers are, of course, bound to serve Government for the salary they receive. 
There is no legal obligation cast upon private persons to undertake unpleasant 
tasks or place themselves in risky situations. But if they do come forward to serve 
the public and Government without receiving any remuneration and come to harm 
or even lose their lives, the public are told that their families are not entitled to any 
consideration ! This is the best way to discourage all private co-operation in these 
times of difficulty, and to deter public-spirited men from discharging a moral 


duty. What is even more painful is that not only no provision has been made 


for the family of the deceased, but the public have as yet never heard even a 
word of sympathy for him or the hospital assistant who met with most cruel 
deaths, or their families. From the decision arrived at by Government it 
is clear that if the pleader in question had lost property he would not 
have received any recompense, though Surgeon-Captian Gwyther has been 
awarded oe eT for the loss of his furniture, kit, clothing, currency notes, 
&e. Eygo, the life of-a non-official, responding to the call of a public duty 
which Government expect him to perform, is of no value in comparison to the 
belongings of an official. We are sorry that any Government should come to 
such a lamentable decision, and still more so that it should have fallen to the lot 
of His Excellency Lord Sandhurst to announce it on behalf of his Government. 


' 18. In its article No. 2 on the new postal rules concerning newspapers the 
Shri Saydjt Vijaya describes at some length the incon- 
Protest against the ew veniences to which the newspaper proprietors are likely 
postal rules about news- to he put under the operation of these rules ; observes 
P’Rhri. Sayéji Vijaya (18), that the enforcement of these inconvenient rules.is 
27th Aug. not apparently calculated to serve any useful purpose 
: of Government, and that they must have been passed 
by Government without considering the amount of wrong and trouble they are 
expected to cause and at the suggestion of the subordinate officers in whose 
hearts perhaps the newspapers were rankling as thorns; and prays that Gov- 
ernment will be pleased to hold in abeyance the enforcement of the rules until 
they have heard the newspaper writers on the inconveniences expected to result 
from them. : 


19. More than one member questioned the Government as to the quaran- 
tine. rules which prevail in different parts of the 
lleged Presidency. It is notorious that they have bee- 
pnarear engl : the present the source of great dissatisfaction, not altogether un- 
"Champion (2), 28th Aug. | grounded, among the people subjected to those rules, . 
owing to their harshness. They have been known to 

be of a character to promote rather than dispel fear. And the sooner these 


Alleged dilatoriness in the 


rales are therefore modified, in a spirit of moderation and sympathy, the better. 


The reply of the Government was that these rules are “ under consideration ”’ ! 
Now we have heard this answer for many months past. The Presidency 
Association was given the same answer fully four months ago. And yet they 
tell us that these ruies are still under consideration! It seems that the process 
of incubation is yet incomplete! And, judging from the inordinate delay that 
has taken place in regard to them, it would not surprise us that these rules yet 


take many weeks before they see the light of day. And even then it will remain 


to be seen whether they will allay or intensify the popular irritatoin. 


20. Weare glad to find our suggestions with regard to the servants and 
| followers of Europeans who were up to now allowed 
Expression of thanks tothe to go without disinfection at the Railway Station in 
plague woo a at oe Poona, have been accepted. We are informed ** Ser- 
Papin ar (20), Ogre Aug, Vants, &c., of Europeans are now placed under surveil- 
ngecols, = =§=©§©~—©6© lanceand their kit, &c., disinfected.” Even in this 
- Yeply there yet seems to be.a shade of partiality. It 
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does not seem to be likely that the servants are compelled to bathe, as so 
many others of even far 6% agro position in life, are compelled to do. We. 
thank Surgeon-Major Reade for the promptitude with which he took the 
suggestion, and request him to consider once more, whether it would not even 
et be desirable to have the same rules for all. Of course the officer on duty 


as his own choice in the matter, but the servants need not be excused as a 
whole class. | | 


21. Several instances of the Bombay Plague Passes being dishonoured in 
Scaiey Plane.’ Pane the mofussil have come to light, and we now hear 
alleged to be dishonoured at from our correspondent at Bilimora, in the Baroda 
Bilimora in the Baroda State. State, that the local authorities have notified to 
_ Bhimsen (124), 2nd Sept. the public that all arrivals from Bombay, whether 
with or without passes, will have to undergo detention for 10 days! If the 
passes which are duly signed by the Government plague authorities are not 
respected in the mofussil it is noting but an insult to Government. We urge 
His Excellency the Governor, who is well known for his sympathy with the 
people and who has expressed his willingness to hear their grievances, to obtain 


_ an explanation from Hi: Highness the Gaikwdr in this connection and to take 


necessary steps without !oss of time in order that passes may be duly respected 
and that people may not have any reason to complain. 


22. Tho Shikshak thinks that the process of disinfection, to which persons 
| coming into Chikodi from infected places in the 
_ Successful disinfection at Belgaum District are subjected, has been found to 
Varod! in Pelgaum District work pretty satisfactorily, and suggests that the work 
a, | of medical examination should be done with greater 
Shikshak (84), 28th Aug. care than at present and that some arrangement 
should be urgently made to examine persons coming 

by the several by-ways which lead into the town. 


23, A correspondent writes :—The plague carried off many men on the 

oe establishment of the District and other Civil Courts 

oe . ge xiang in Satara, and among them the District Nazir. Ap- 
no special cneliicaliteie. pointments to the vacancies were made towards the end 
Mahretta (7), 28th Aug. Of May. It is perhaps known to all, except perhaps 
the editor of the Times of India, that the;clerks in these 

courts are low-paid, getting from 10 to 20 or 30 Rs. per mensem. These poor 


. people are toiling hard from year to year with the hope of getting a promotion 


of 3 or 5rupees after long periods of service, when a vacancy occurs by the re- 
tirement or death of some senior clerk, Then again, there are candidates 
attached to each Court doing copying and other work for years on the off-chance 
of getting a share in the monthly collections of writing fees and ultimately 
securing a. permanent place on the staff of the establishment. What would be 
the feelings of those men when they find their chances of promotion or employ- 
ment suddenly cut off after years of faithful service for no fault except that 
they happen to be Brahmins, Are they to suffer simply because thirty years 
ago no non-Brahmins were able or avilling todo the work which fell to them. 
Mr. Aston brought in strangers to the department with no special qualifications 
for all intermediate places. This act produced profound sensation and dis- 
appointment in Sétéra and the mofussil places, The terror-inspiring figure of 
Judge Aston, which is evcn present to the mind of every officer of the local courts, 
was sufficient to keep them silent. But the Tasgaon clerks seem to have been 
stimulated by the courage of despair. And they—the men on the Court establish- 
ment of Tésgaon and not the ‘Tasgaon Bramhins—made a representation to the 
High Court through the official channel. The representation most respectfully 
protests against their supersession by strangers with no special qualifications. 
They complain that the treatment given to them was hardly just and consistent 
with the rules laid down in High Court circulars, and finally call upon the High 


-Court to pass such orders as they think fit. So here is no complaint by Tasgaon 


Brawhins ; nor is it against the goldsmith Nazir. The protest. for monopoly is 
thus a protest against bad faith. I send you a copy of the representation with 


a recommendation that you may pass it on to your esteemed contemporary in 


order that he may make himself acquainted with its “ precise terms” and also 
learn that the chief interest of the document lies in its being a conclusive proof 
CON 496——5 | | | 
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of the falsehood and calumny which pervades “ the protest for mon —, (Times 
of India, 28rd August).’ ” ‘I think there is a press committee for the Times as 
well as a press committee for the Mardtha. The Mara’tha publishes the petition 
and the order passed by Mr. Crump, the District Judge, decli a to. send. the 
petition on to the High Court. 


24. The peaceful conduct of the people of Yeola, the uncomplaining 
mood in which the people have been paying the puni- 
Withdrawal of the punitive tive police charges in spite of the distressful condition 
2 hav Bh — on oa to which they have been reduced by famine and 
a sid ) plague, and the friendly relations now existing bet- 
: ween the Hindus and Muhammadans of the place, 
clearly show that the people fully understand their mistake in creating racial 
disturbances and are repentent for it. We, therefore, request the District Col- 
lector to recommend the withdrawal of the punitive police force imposed on the 
town long since and to relieve the people from the burden of the extra tax 
levied from them on that account. 


25. There is at present going on at Ratndgiri a controversy between the 
Hindus and Christians 1 regarding the priority of their 
The mischief likely to be holy books, viz., the Gita and the Bible. The Chris- 
peo by religions contro- tiang propound that the Gita was copied from the 
Vyapdri (108), 28th Aug. Bible, and the Hindus absolutely repudiate this state- 
ment. The Christian view was put before the local 
Debating Club by the American Missionary Rev. Mr. Wilson. ‘The excitement 
caused by his lecture has awakened the people toa sense of the importance 
of the Gita and driven many of them to deliver lectures on it. Rao Saheb Hari 
Ganesh Godbole, Head Master of the Ratnagiri High School, established the 
superiority of the Gita over the holy Bible. “We wish we should, as far as 
possible, discourage such controversies. In our opinion these useless ‘discussions 
only lead to a tension of feeling between the two communities. 


26. Persons who might have carefully observed the Ganapati celebrations 
. and the enthusiasm displayed by the people in them for 
Alleged decline inthecele- the last four or five years will not fail to notice that this 
bration of the Ganapati festi- festival has been gradually on the decline, Judging by 
val. 
Sudhérak (2v), 29th Aug. the way in which these celebrations take place at Bom- 
bay and Poona and the accounts published of them in 
the mofussil newspapers, we can clearly see that the tendency of the people is now - 
just the other way and that this year’s cclebrations are merely the result of the 
perversity of some merrymaking persons. There are strong grounds to believe 
that in a few years the present hubbub will be at an end and the Ganapati 
festival will be celebrated in the simple manner of old. Not only has the 
number of melas (singing bands) immensely fallen this year but there is a 
chopping off in certain other respects. The songs of this year do not allude to 
acts of Government officers, from the Secretary of State down to the village patel 
and do not contain remarks on the notabilities of ancient and modern history 
and the bills before the legislative councils: Next, looking to the dresses of the 
boys in the melas, we believe a smaller sum is spent on that account this year. 
The number of boys in each mela has also shrunk and the most important thing 
to be noted is that this year there is not such a luxuriance of poetasters as is 
found every year. ‘Again ‘it is good that the false expectations about this 
festival effecting a union at least among the Hindus have been scattered to the 
winds. We do not mean that the Hindus should not be united, what we 
want to urge is that the people should not base their hopes on impossible things 
and repent afterwards. | 


. lusislatin. 


27. Tt was feared that the City Improvement Scheme would fall to the 
ground owing to the objections said to have been raised 

Remarks oa the sanction by the Supreme Government to some of its sections, 
Serta ; eeorelncy t of but.we are glad to learn that the Secretary of State has 
Improvement Bill. «disregarded those objections and given his assent to the 
Gujaréts (106), 28th Ang, Bill and we trust that the scheme will soon be taken 


up. There is not the least doubt that some radical 


i7 


changes as regards construction of buildings and the number of persons each 
house should hold, &c., are urgently necessary for the sanitary improvement of 
the city. We recommend Government to direct their attention first to those 
parts of the Mandvi, Bhuleswar, Girgaum and Byculla wards where plague has 
committed great ravages. There is insufficient light and air in some of the 
houses in these wards and the best way to reduce the alarming mortality caused 


by plague therein is to make some such changes as those mentioned above, 
for remedying the present state of affairs. 


28, At Saturday’s sitting of the Legislative Council the Honourable Mr. 
Moriarty moved the first reading of Bill III of 1898 
_ Remarks on the first read- to make better provision in the City of Bombay and 
peda yt of iteration Clsewhere for preventing the adulteration of ghee and 
2 ghee ated other articles of Other articles of human food. On behalf of the Hindu 
human food, introduced into Community we heartily welcome this legislation to 
ne Logislative Py sie the adulteration of a most important article 
ees = of food amongst them. The Bill provides for the 
Page sara infliction of the sentence of huataetebni amet of either 
3 description, when a person is found guilty a second or 
third time. We believe such a provision is absolutely beyond the necessities of 
the case. The Criminal Procedure Code gives sufficient protection against 
groundless and frivolous prosecutions and it is hardly necessary to inserta 
special clause to effect this object. We think there is a good deal of force in 
the contention of the Honourable Member that the bill should be made appli- 
cable simultaneously to this city as well as to those municipal districts which 
supply ghee to- Bombay in large quantities; otherwise local consignees, when 
they are defrauded by their consignors, would, finding it difficult to protect 
themselves except by way of tedious litigation, feel tempted to evade the law 
by various subterfuges. The mischief must be tracea to its fountain-source and: 
stopped there, and we feel sure a good deal of adulteration, which has not its 
origin in this city, will cease as soon as it is known that those who are respon- 
sible for it are able to be prosecuted and severely fined. Honest wholesale 
dealers, who depend upon consignments from the moffussil, would find it a 
serious hardship to be hauled up before Magistrates for no fault of their own, 
and the best way to protect them is to prevent adulteration by extension of thé 
Bill to the ghee-producing districts. 


Kdueation. 


29. We have read with great interest Sir William Lee-Warner’s instruc- 
tive little book “ the Citizen of India.” Every chapter 
Comments on “the Citizen aboundsin important and useful facts and information, 
. India” by Sir W. Lee- The sympathetic tone and conciliatory spirit displayed 
Redt Goftar (115), 3ist throughout the book are all that can be desired even 
July, Eng: cols. | by the most rabid Congressman ; and the facts have 
been laid before the reader without bzas and ina 
perfect spirit of fairness and candour, leaving him, in fact, in most cases to 
draw therefrom his own conclusions and inferences, The author has successfully 
shown, and brought home to every Native of India the. fact, which is but too 
often forgotten by the agitators and sham patriots, that if every citizen of a 
State has rights to enjoy, he has also corresponding duties towards the State 
and towards his fellow-citizens. ‘That the British Government has, with the 
exercise of rare forbearance and self-denial, allowed hundreds of Native States, 
covering almost half the area of British India, to exist side by side with it in 
the face of so many provocations, temptations, and opportunities, shows that it is 
sincerely anxious to preserve them, and to protect them sometimes even against 
themselves. .But the differences between British rule and the Native modes of 
Government are obvious. In British India, the task of making laws is entrust- 
ed to a body separate from the executive Government, and the latter and its 
officers must respect and obey such laws. In Native States the hand of the — 
Chief, or rather of some unscrupulous favourite under whose influence he is 
content to act as a puppet, is felt in every department. His will is law. The 
property of even the most respectable person in the State is liable to be seized 
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without a. moment’s notice and without any legal formality. We sincerely. 
wish that the author were successful in his conciliatory efforts at producing 
concord out of the jarring interests of various races of various religions and 
numerous speeches. We could wish that the advantages accruing from the 
introduction of the British rule into the life of India, which the auther has so 
modestly placed before his readers, would reconcile our sham patriots to British 
rule, and induce them to desist from reviling those, whose well-meant but mis- 
directed efforts at grafting western culture on fossilised civilisation of the east, 
has alone made them possible. The graft has taken, but the result is typical of 
the soil—thorny and sterile like the indigenous cactus. We would also wish 
that the Congress newspapers would inscribe in letters of gold, and keep in 
front of the editor’s chair, the following sentence of the author :—“ If the 
public press in times of excitement refrains from publishing false rumours 
or attacks upon lawful authority, the people will take their tone from it.”” Had 
this golden rule been observed, Tilak and his like would not have been where 
they now find themselves, nor would there have been that excitement and 
unrest which the malice of Congress editors was instrumental in causing last 
year among the people of this country. The book is well worth a careful study, 
and we would like it to be made a text book in our schools and colleges, in 
order that the young and inexperienced student may be inoculated with the 
wholesome truths about the Government of his country which this book unob- 
strusively inculcates, and may thus be able to meet and resist the clap-trap 
and specious arguments, and more often the malicious misrepresentations of the 
agitator and the sham patriot, to which he so readily falls a victim at present. 
Before concluding, we gladly refer to the graceful and gratifying -compliment 
which the author has paid to the Parsee community as constituting the back- 
bone of Indian commercial enterprise, and occupying a foremost position in 
education, and for which that community cannot but be grateful to the gifted 
author: | 


30. It is announced that Sir William Lee-Warner’s “Citizen of India ”’ 
nines | (14), 25th was written at the request of the India Office on the 
ae ‘tee oe “Se “Tine of instructions “ supplied.’ 1t is also announced 
i Bs that the book is to be made a text-book for schools, 
translated into all the vernaculars for the purpose and Young India is thus to 
be “inoculated ’’ against the possible attacks of sedition with this precious 
serum prepared by the great political bacteriologist of the India Office. We 
realy wonder if Government are serious in their attempt to “grow ’”’ loyalty in 
India. Do they believe that loyalty can be grown in artificial hot-houses ? 
Do they think that such books as Sir William Lee-Warner’s are better means of 
instilling in the hearts of Indian youths sentiments of loyalty than acts of 
benevolence and generous political concessions? Do they think that the 
teaching of text-books like the “ Citizen of India” will make our young men 
forget that they are as much “ citizens ” of India as the kangaroos of Australia 
are the citizens of that great Colony? If our rulers think that Sir William 
‘Lee-Warner’s book will so radically change the Indian mind they are sorely 
mistaken—and we are sure they will soon find that they are. Loyalty can- 
not thus be forced upon a people through the medium of: text-books— 
at any rate not. by books like Sir William’s. We think what Gov- 
ernment are contemplating is simply ridiculous. If they think that the 
heart of India is diseased they had best do away with the cancer that is 
eating it away. It is no use making a patient swallow oceans of Cod Liver 
Oil unless the cause of his distemper is removed. If Government think that 
_ loyalty is at a discount in India let them probe into the causes of this fall 
and remove them as soon as possible. We think we have said enough to con- 
vince any man of ordinary common sense that loyalty cannot thus be “ grown” 
by ridiculously artificial means. But there are other reasons why we protest, 
and that too most strongly, against the introduction of this worthless print into 
our schools. Our Indian teachers are human beings and somewhere in their 
system exists that. little spark called ‘‘conscience.’? Even the slavedom of 


centuries has not yet completely eaten up that priceless possession, Sir 
‘William Lee-Warner’s bo kis full of debatable points. Do Government ex- 
pect our teachers to s 


ll their consciences to the devil and in the blandest. man- 
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ner tell their students that every word in the book isa gospel truth—that there. 
is not in if a grain of equivocation, fallacy or sophistry ? If Government 


_ expect our. teachers to do this they (the teachers—not our rulers) must. be either 
more than angels or more than devils. Government should not expect a man 


that has even the least manliness in him thus to prostitute himself for the sake 
of a paltry remuneration. We sincerely trust Government will give up this 
freak of introducing Sir William Lee-Warner’s book into our schools.. Our 
boys get snubbing enough in some of the text-books they read. There is 
enough of perversion in Indian Histories written by Englishmen. Why fur- 
ther torment them by thus adding insult to injury? If they want loyalty they 
can have any amount of it for the mere asking. Let them honestly rule (as 


they say they do) India for the sake and good of Indians and loyalty will follow 


as the night the day. But such attempts at “growing” hot-house loyalty are 
as ridiculous as they are futile. : | 


Municipalities. 


31, The various rumours about the changes in the constitution of the City 
Municipality have been amply confirmed. We give 


Disapproval of the changes |)elow the text of the Government Resolution which 
to be made in the constitu- 


des Gt the Peak Stinia.. TR aptly proves the adage ‘it never rains but pours,’ 
pality. The Government have determined upon eighteen 


Daydn Prakash (3), 29th 84ditional members, and it is very difficult to under- 
Aug.) Eng. cols. stand why they should have stopped at this particular. 
figure. They might as well have gone a step further 


. and brought down the elective element on an equality with the nominated. 


They could then have been unanimously given the credit (?) of having undone 
the liberal policy so solemnly promised by the Government of Bombay when 
the Bombay District Municipal Act was passed. We hope the people of Poona 
will not allow this humiliation to pass unchallenged and demand from the Gov- 
ernment their reasons for so radical a change. What now remains to be seen 
is the quality of the nominated members; though we shall not be surprised to 
find very able men put in this time. 


32. The Nyiya Sindhu is much distressed to find that the authorities pay - 

i no attention to the serious hardships caused to the people 

a mo , rea dokgstyr & of Ahmednagar in the matter of the water-supply of the 
Aled we man: Wiss choall he town by the negligence of the local Municipality, 
elected and nominated to sit about which the newspaper has complained so fre- 


on the Municipal board. uently. The paper therefore advises the townspeople 
Pi: eee a to alot such new members on the Municipal board as 
aa will do their utmost to further the interests of the 


town without giving way to party or individual interests and requests the Presi-_ 
dent to recommend such men for Government nomination as will be found, 
after proper inquiry, to be clever, leading and respectable, so that the gift of the 
privilege of local self-Government may be utilized for remedying the grievances 
of the people. ? 


Native States. 
33. We learn from our Kéthiawar corresp ondent ,that the affairs of that 


Province are in a hopeless mess. It is difficult to 
Remarks on the recent jmagine how they will improve, but it is reported that 


affairs in Kathiéwar. this condition is more or less due to the existense of 
7 Praja Bandhu (114), 28th h ostility between fis Nagar and the Bauia parties ; 
ug. which alternately come into power like the liberai and 


conservative parties, We refrain from making any comments on this, but we 
beg-to draw the attention of the authorities to the complaints which have com3 


to our ears rdine the high-handedness of the Nagar officials towards the 
Banias. It is said that these officials attach account books of respectable Banias 


ithout proper warrants or due legal notice, and-that there is very little 
ibelth Banias getting justice from the Nagar officials. . It is much 10 


"that such a state of things should exist in the Agency whare people 


‘ 


expect a better state of things. We request Government to appoint some. 
iidapeantont European or Native gentleman to inquire into the matter. 
84. The funeral oration on the weekly India will soon have to be pro- 
7 nounced, and the question then naturally arises 
The Indian National Con- hother the contributions made by Native States 
gress and the contributions ., : 
iven forit by tke Native in support of Congress measures and Congress liter- 
hiefs. ; ature are of a voluntary character. May it not be 
Rist Goftdr (115), 28th that Native Chiefs have an exaggerated idea given 
ae ee to them of the power and influence exercised by the 
Congresswallas in ‘Parliament, where their grievances might be directly repre- 
sented and remedied. It cannot bethat the Provincial Governments or the Gov- 
ernment of India are ignorant of the contributions made by these Chiefs in 
support of the Congress movement. It is the bounden duty of Government 
to inform these Chiefs, through their representatives in the different States, 
that the money given by them on the represcntations and solicitations |made 
by Congresswallas, will never enable them to accomplish their object, which 
can be better fulfilled by the adoption of constitutional means and measures. 
The Congress cause is chiefly advocated by the Deccan Brahmins and Ben- 
gali Babus and a handful of mischievous Parsis. They want every thing 
without payment, in the same way as they desire to drop into the positions 
of the rulers of the country without the least mental or physical exertion 
on their part. They want the British Viceroy and Governors and Lieu-. 
tenant-Governors to rule-the country for them, themselves possessing all the 
plums of high offices, and doing nothing but chewing the cud of pan supari, 
and relying on Kismut to'do the needful. in the matter of the Government 
of the country. The wealthy Zemindars of Bengal have now seen through 
the Congress politics, against which they have declared an open war. Raja 
Peary Mohan Mookerji, the late president of the British Indian Association, has 
publicly condemned the Congress policy, and the more the Bengali papers 
have been attacking him for the courage of his convictions, the more pronounced - 
is his condemnation of their policy. He attributes the recent riots and the 
disturbed state of the country to the “so-called political training which the 
irrepressible regiment of Congress patriots have been imparting to the poople,”’ 
It is now high time that the Government, if they desire that peace and harmony 
should prevail in the country, ought to look these Congresswallas in the face, 
and put them down with a high hand. 3 


Intelligence extracted from the Press. 


35. The first meeting of editors of newspapers was held at Dharwar at the 
house of Réo Saheb Katti on Saturday last under the 
First meeting of editors of presidency of Mr. Antaji Ramchandra Joglekar. Seven 
ae (38), "det editors were present at this meeting and a few had 
aa sent letters and telegrams conveying their sympathy 
: oo with the movement. At thifsinceting it was unanimous- 
ly resolved to establish a permanent association called ‘‘ the Maharashtra and 


Dakshin Maharashtra Press Association’? and to make a representation to Gov- 
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prey God to inspire the Government with a desire to release him, but the 
olice authorities appear to have thought this a very serious thing. | 
this incident and the attitude of the police in the matter of giving passes to the 
Melas (einging bands), the behaviour of the police was satisfactory and we have 
to them for it. We must also thank those reformers who, though they fall 
foul of the Ganapati festival, muster strong to hear the melas. In our opinion 
it is their cry about the decline of this festival that has set people to celebrate 
it in such a grand manner this year, We hope our brethren will continue 
to celebrate the festival in spite of all difficulties and deserve the favour of the 
god Ganapati. 
37. We are glad toinform our readers that owing to unity between Hindus 
and Muhammadans we have not so far heard of any 
Celebration of the Ganapati disturbance between these two communities, during 
festival at Talegaon Dabhada the Ganapati festival this year. At Talegaon DAébhéda, 
(Poona). ; | ‘ 
Poona Viabhav (77), lst 2ccording to old customs, no one except Shrimant 
Sep. ™» Sendpati Dabhade was allowed to take out his Ganapati 
In a procession, but while the procession was on its 
way a slight disturbance is reported to have occurred in spite of the very good 
arrangements made by the Police to maintain order, We think if Government 
officers were fair minded and straightforward, and had a mind to please both 
the Government and the rayats, no such disburbances would occur during the 
Ganapati festival. 


G. M. SA’THE, 
Reporter on the Native Press. 
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List of Newspapers and Periodicals. 


(For the week ending 10th September 1898, 


+0, | Names o Newspapers. Piace of Publication. | Edition. Ocplesiaeued. 
| | 
ENGLISH. 7 : 
1 |The Bombay East — a ...| Bombay sea | Weekly ... ose 400 
2 »» Champion... “a. Na a ee ao ee coe 700 
3 » Dnydn Prakésh , -»-} Poona .. see ae ove 300 
4 » Indian Spectator and Voice of India... Bombay aoe ooel Dow ' : 700 
5 | ,,  Kardchi Chronicle sia ...| Kardchi ees os a: a 500 
f} » KAthidwdr Times eer .s.| Rajkot me oof ALLY wns ‘di 73 
7 | , Mahrdtta .. no ne ek Cnn 6 CE a 600 
8 » Phoenix ... ...| Karachi ae ...| Bi-weekly oe 500 
9 » Quarterly J ournal of the Poona Sarva- | 
janik Sabha .,, ...| Poona... ee .».| Quarterly oui 300 
10 », sind Times bie eS aes ...| Karachi soe = eee Bi-weekly vet 200 


ANGLo-MaRATHI. 


11 | The Din Bandhu és oe a ..-| Bombay eee »..| Weekly ... ‘in 1,000 


12 9 Dnyan Chakshu . _— eee ees eee Poona eee eee eee Do. eee eee 900 
13 » Dnydnoday’ ... ie. ..-| Bombay ae a ee ae aes 600 
14. oo Ge nes te so DOs oe ...| Bi-weekly er 600 
15 », Kdémgdror Workman ..._... ae cee | Weekly ,. aiid 1,000 
16 Se ok ee eee ee ae si ses Bi-weekly oa 700 
17 » Prabhakar i“ i an ON OE ae pe ee er ee ee 
18 » Shri Saydj os nl a es ...| Baroda... oe. - waco ows 3,000 
19 »» Subodh Patrika .. “a ...| Bombay vee sof Weekly .. ose 500 
90 », sudharak.,. oe a ae sol FOODS... a cot a ee ose 3,000 
21 ce ee ee oe ..-| Bombay oe oe ae | ia 1,000 
MARATHI, 
92 | The Aram... ae Ne ae .».| Bombay (i ...| Fortnightly —... 600 
23 », Arunodaya it eae iy | ee re ...| Weekly ... ae 740 
24 » A’rydvart ... se ‘ee F .»-| Dhulia... oes wa oo ee se 205 
95 »~ oon. .... us vel | Ratnagiri... ot ae eee ee 290 


26 » Belgaum Samichir wc wes .--| Belgaum ins a ee i * $16 
27 a se — ae ...| Bombay ne ae a ee 1,250 


23 », Chandanshu igs Cae abl ...| Tasgaon ce ud AM ie ae 100 
29 ,, Chandrakant _... ees aes ...| Chikodi ses oS eae ‘i 200 
30 » Chandrodaya ... = a ...| Chiplun ~ sk ae. oe oe 250 
31 ,, Chikitsak... ea oe oe ...| Belgaum ‘ai i i aes coe 750 
oe ee ae = (lll EC 200 
33 5, Daivadnya Mitra oes coe -«»| Bombay a .»»| Montkly ... oes 500 
34 » Daivadnya Samachér ... «. - «| Do. ee Oo ay) ere vee 300 
95 |-, Dakshin Vritt ....  .. «s+ of Bolhépur ... coe WOCKLY 20. ov. 150 
36 » Deshakdlavartamdn ... a «| Krandol sis ce a ae ae 45 
37 » Dhanada... seh oe oo ...| Vengurla as ae woe a 700 
38 | , Dharwar —.. . ~~ woe. woof Weekly .. aa 750: 
3y oe eee ee ss a a ai 500 
40 » Dnydn Prakash ... oe ‘ne eee} Poona oo nn ie. ert a 1,000 
41 » Dnydn Sfigar se oe eve ~— one Kolhdpur _.., ae esd 290 
42 | » GangaLahari ... oe ...| Nasik ... aes ee ae ee cal 200 
ee ee es lll ee ee 1,500 
44 » Gurakhi ... oe is - oom BO. oe 0 Ae al 8,000 
45 » Hindu Punch .. os. eee nue AAMA.., vee cog Weekly oes ane 600 
46 ,» Jagadddarsh — «+ a one .-.| Ahmednagar ... cn eee wa ae 


47 » vJagad-hitechchhu ous me | Poona ... ae es a ae 
48 »» dagatsamachar «+. san ci ee] Thana ... ae Se a <i ae 
49 » Kalk eee ae eae ee eee ee om sos 


50 9 KAlid4s oon eee eee eee coe Dhérwfér eee e080 Do. eee sr 250 
5] 4. walpaterc... . ... sis oie »«.| Sholaépur ‘ion a a ee si 400 
52 » Karmanuk aes i “a coef POONA. aoe ak we 


53 » Keral Kokil —_ eee sin .--| Bombay Ag ...| Monthly... weet ~=—--s« 2,000 
54 9? Kesari eee eee eee Poona... eee eee Weekly eee ece 8,000 


55 Khandesh Chitragupta .. a. ae oie. ae aa. ae 125 
56 : Khéndesh Vaibhav... = « roof Do. ae a ee 370 
57 9° Khara Prakar eee eee a eee Bombay ees eee Monthly es0 eee) 2,000 
58 » Kumtha Vritt ... A me eee] Kumta ae ...| Weekly ... =i 200 
59 »  Lokaseva... qygr yes _ eee Nasik eee ae ee bee . ee a 325 
60 yy Madatwis... 1. ve nee eve} ReatmAgiri = ee wo) I se aan hae 300 


61 Madh.. Makshika a.. ‘as vo] Belgaum ier ee eee waa 6@0 
yu a Madhu Vritt eee eee eee eee Wai eee eee eee Do. eoe tee 425 
63 on) Mahérdshtra Mitra eve eee Cee SAtara eee eee eee Do. oa. eoel. 25C 
64 Mahérdshtra Vritt =o. 9c see} DO wes wee te, Oe we. 5C 
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Number ef 
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65 The Mitrodaya eee eee 


66 », Moda Vritt éue ove 

. 67 » Mumbai Vaibhav eee 
68 » Nagar Samfchfér... os: 
69 » Nasik Vaibhav ... eee 

Y 70 95 Nasik Vritt ina vee 
71 9 Nipani Vaibhav eee eee. 
72 » Nydya Sindhu ... oe 
73 », Panchdénan sae ose 
74 » Pandhari Bhushan 
75 3, Pandhari Mitr’ ... a0 
76 », Pen Samachar: ... és 
77 » Poona Vaibhav ... jes 
78 9, Prabodh Chandrika ... 
79 3 Prabodh Ratna ... vi 


80 4 BUOROG tu ise + 
: $l », Réghav Bhushan eve 
82 35 Satya Shodhak ... eee 
83 » NSatyavakta bis eee 
84 »  Sshikshak . sue ous 
85 9 Sholapur Samachér ise 
86 3» Shubh Suchak ... i 
87 5 sudarshan sae cos 
5 88 9 Sudhakar eee eee 
89 5 Sumant... sve is 
90 » Luk4r4m ... owe ‘se 
91 »» Vartddarsha = «ee ov 
92 9 Vartdhar .ee eee eee 
93 » Vartdanidhi ‘se ee 
94 a Vatandar... eee eee 
95 »» Vengurla Vritt ... les 
96 » Vidya Vilas iis an 
97 99 Vikshipta ... eee eee 
98 “ Virashaivamata Prakash 
99 »  Vividh Dnydn Vistér ... 
100 »  Vrittasdr . ses 
101 » ~-Vritt Sindhu... oe 
102 > Vritt Sudha sa “ 
103 oo «=~ VYepar ~ ... ae coe 
ANGLO-GUJARA’TI. 
104 | The Broach Sam4chér ‘i 
105 3» Deshabhakta wie tis 
106 » Gujaréti .... st ca 
107 » Gujardt Mitri... bes 
108 » Gujardt Satya uel ion 
109 » Hindi faa 
110 » Hindusthdn cia a 
Lil »» Independent sae is 
112 »» aiser-e-Hind _.., ‘as 
113 » Kathidwadr News... oo 
114 » Praja Bandhu ... ve 
s 115 » Rast Goftdar ee nae 
116 | ,, Shri Sayaji ne ibe 
117 5» surys Prakdsh ne 
GUJARATI. 
118 | The Ahmedabad — ee0 
119 ? Ajab eee ee 
120 99 Akhbér-e-Islam . eee eee 
: 121 » Akhb4re Soddgar ran 
122 ” Araj addr ... eee eee 
123 i A'rys Dharm Prak&sh .., 
124 » Bhim Sen... ae gee 
‘125 » Bombay Sam4char as 
126 3» Broach Mitra ,,.. ee 
127 | ,, Buddhi Prak4sh ,.. ous 
128 » Cambay Gazette ... tie 
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3 GuJARA’TI—continued, | 
137 | The Gul Afshan ae eee ..| Bombay »»» see} Monthly .. oe 500 
138 », Hitechchhu “on ave ; ...| Ahmedabad .. oo] Weekly . ove 500 
139 » JAm-e-Jamshed ... ¥e ..| Bombay ' .-o| Daily és 2,500 
140 | i, —— ee ..| Godhra soe = wee], Weekly i 225 
141 » Kachha Saméchér se ..| Bombay com ee ele ae 300 
142 »» Kaira Khetiwdédi Patra... - ..| Nadiad +» vee} Monthly .. . 830 
143 », Kaira Vartaman .. “ ..| Kaira ts ».| Weekly i 70 
144 » Kathidwdadno Himéyati... oe ‘ ..| Ahmedabad ...  ...)_ ~—~Doo. es 400 
145 » Kathidwdr Krishi oe ae 0. cee ae Tri-monthly = 200 
146 » Kathidwdar —— se a ..| Rajkot ‘ woo} Bi- he oma ‘s 450 
147 » Kelavni ... see aee ..| Baroda o: eee] SRORIGREAY .. i 1,000 
148 »» Khoja Samachar .. oo ens ..| Bombay oot TIONED besa + 
149 » Nure Elam see ee ee a ae oe see} Monthly .. ; 280 
150 » Nydyadarshak «. .  .. | Ahmedabad ... ... Fortnightly 250 
151 » Praja Mitra 08 sie coo §=—S ono | Kardchi ose Wokie 300 
152 »» Praja Pokér = «. “ ~ 4 oe o..| Weekly .. R 800 
153 » Rajyabhakt’ _... ‘ ...| Bombay “ oo | eee . 1,100 
154 », Samsher B&éhédur ‘e .»-| Ahmedabad ... et a: ae 300 
155 » —— ove ‘se ae rss .-.| Hortnightly “ 500 
156 » Stri Bodh.. wis ns is | Do. is e+ Monthly ... ve 500 
157 99 Stri Mitra ees ees ee ’ Do. @es@ se Do. . ses 500 
158 9 Surat Akhbar eee ee ° Surat ee ee ee Weekly coe 800 
159 5, svadesh Bandhu...  ... ‘ | Mahudha sw mn Se” “i 250 
160 |. ,, Udichya Hitechchhu singer ‘i | Ahmedabad ... ... Monthly ... — 600 
161 ,  vaishnava.. “vi a ..| Bombay oe ui Fortnightly + 200 
162 Vishvadarskan ... <0 see ..| Kaiya o.. ..| Weekly ,, cee 325 
163 » Vyapak .:. see sos oe -| Bombay a ae ‘i 600 
ANGLO-KA’NARESE. 
164 | The Rajahansa oe = one Dharwar see| Weekly vos ee 200 
ENGLISH, MARATHI AND KANARESE. 
165 | The Karn&tak Patra . .| Didrw4r ‘ies Weekly on 400 
Ka’NARESE. 
GG 1 The Chamdiodeyh ac ck ee ..| Dharwar os ony OO 0 200 
167 9 Hubli Patra eee ece eee eee Hubli eee eee eee Do. eee 150 
168 »» Karndtak Vritt ... vos wen SE nas w.| Do. ee. 800 
169 » Loka Bandhu = <a ai =e ee oe 300 
170 | ,, Rasik Ranjini <i ee ie sock | 0. ees 200 
171 5» saty’ Vritt ee <a e jah: Aa ve 200 
172 »» subodh Chandrika. ee ae Fortnightly ons 150 
| 
Mara’THI AND Ka'‘NARESE. 
173 |The Chandrika woe] Bagalkot ; Weekly ... ss 100 
174 .y Karnatak Vaibhav ese eee Bijapur ee Do, ee Aa 300 
175 5 siddheshvar ve eee oseh . ae ee Do. see . 150 
oa | Be : "| Kérwar Do. .. 453 
| | 
ENGLISH AND HINDI. 
177 |The Pandit... ao ph wee be a. 1,500 
Hinot. 
178 {The Shri Venkateshvar Samachar ... soe} Bombay cee eoot Weekly ... iil 8,006 
UrRpv. 
179 The Aina-i-Hind ee Ran ae “ Bombay ee eal Monthly ... ee 500 
180 » Alam Aphroz Bambai ... ... «| Do. 303 Tri-monthly eve 200 
181 | , Azad Punch ... a een — wee tee 300 
182 7. Eombay Punch Bahéiur... ee eee eee Do. oe eee Do. ee 500 
183 | ,, India Gazette 2 seo ows .| Do. ee Se a ee 1,000 
184 oY) perreye ya Pp eee eee. ee ee - eee ee - eee eee ee 
185 ustice of the Peace _ « ove ces O- eos - 2 tee eee - 
186 at Mak bul-e-Aalum bie sss ...| Ahmednagar ... eee Do. eee ee 900 
187 9 Munsif-i-Deccan ese vee eee ee Bombay e008 eee ay eee eee 80 
iss | ,, Muslim Herald .. ... «2 sof ~ DO coo = ons Weekly ... = ...] 1,500 
189 9 Naydar-i-Islam eee see eee ee Do. ae ee Do. ty oe ” 
190 ”? Safir... eee eee eee 5 ese ee | Do, oe0 eee 150 
0-. ‘ 
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EnaiisH, Mara’tHI anpD GusJaRa‘TI. 
192 |The Baroda Vatea! .. 4. wef Baroda. wes Weekly. =| 588 


ENGLISH, Mara’tHI, GUJARA’TI | | 3 
AND KONKANI. | 


1938 | The Garibdncha Kaivéri (Amicus Pauperum)} Bombay “ae ooo} Fortnightly oes 1,500 


MARA’THI AND URDU. 


194 | The Gulbarga Samédchdr _... ees | Gulbarga se... »..| Weekly ... ov 450 


ANGLO-SINDI. 


Se. 5 ee Be. as. eee as os -» | Hyderabad (Sind) ...| Fortnightly ... 350 
196 » Prabhat ... sae ot9 ne ‘a Do. ee.| Weekly .., iss 450 
INDI. 
107 |The Khairkhah Sind .. 0 «se .+o| Kardchi iia ...| Weekly ... os 1,000 
198 99 Muin-ul-Isl4m eee eee eee eee Do. eee ese Do, eee eee 300 
199 | ,, Sind Sudhér wn ae ee gs ee Pee 500 
ANGLO-PORTUGUESE. 


200 6 dei tedies oui im a eee] Bombay vee ar Weekly $s éaua 1,000 


201 | The Boletim Indiano ... one ho eee! Do. pats i: eee ee 500 
PoRTUGUESE-KONKANI. | 
202 |The Luso-Concanim ... «+ «+ «| Bombay ios eee ORR eee tes £00 


Notes:—A. The notices from the different Newspapers have been collected in the Report under different heads 
which are printed in italics. 


B. The names of Newspapers are printed in the margin of the Report in italics, and the number of the News 
paper in the above list is printed in brackets after the name, 


©, The system of spelling vernacular words followed by the Reporter is the same as that adopted in the 
Official Spelling List of the Bombay vimsoeey a4 bs One peculiar feature of this system is that wnen the long (a Gf 
or d) is the last letter of a word, the accent is left out, and the short a(S] =u in gun) is, to prevent confusion, 
never placed at the end of a word, This rule has been strictly followed, except that when the short a appears to be 
absolutely necessary to complete the pronunciationof a word, asin Arunédaya or the well-known Mitra, it is printed 
with a mark over it to indicate that it isshort, thus—-d, 


D. The figures giving the circulation or number of copies published of each newspaper and pericdical as 
furnished by the proprietor, are not guaranteed as accurate, and in some instances must be egarded with 2 ution, 


Y 


Politics and the Public Administration, 


1, Itis stale and unprofitable the discussion in the Legislative Council 


and in the press of a provincial budget already dis- 


Provincial Budgets and posed of by the Imperial Government and grown 


reforms suggested in connec- gufficiently ancient. For immediate purposes it is 
Kaiser-e-Hind (112), 4th practically useless. If the criticism is to be valued at 
Sept., Eng. cols. all, it may be valued for its prospective utility. But 


even that utility is extremely limited and circume - 


scribed. Hence the first improvement, above all others, for which Legisla- 
tive Councillors in all parts of the country should agitate is a modification 
of the present practice. A provincial budget should be framed and discussed in 
the Provincial Council by the end of October at the latest. Such a reform 
would enable the Provincial Government to finally submit its budget to the 
Imperial Government by the 10th of December.. The last authority will then be in 
a position to prepare and submit its own budget as usual, but with this advantage 
that the criticisms and suggestions of the different Governments will be before it. 

This is the first and most essential reform needed. But even this reform, when insti- 
- tuted, will not usher in the millennium. No doubt. it would be somewhat of an 
“improvement ”’ over the existing anomaly. It would be the first step towards 
practical financial statesmanship. But until the second and the larger step is 
taken, we do not hope for any material amelioration in the condition of provincial 
finance. That second step is the right of non-official members to divide on 
the budget. We have been agitating for this privilege from the very date 
of the expansion of the Councils; because the expansion itself was only a 
half-hearted measure and actually wrung from the unwilling masters of India 
at Westminster. With these two reforms instituted we might rest and be 
thankful till that great radical reform, for which, too, we have been agitating 
for years, has become a reality. We'refer to the complete and absolute decen- 
tralisation of Imperial finance. The time must come—in fact, the exigencies of 
the situation will force it on our rulers—when each province will be a compact 
and water-tight entity by itself, working out its own financial salvation without 
any extraneous help. Each province must be made a self-governing one in all 
respects, subject to no higher sway than that of the Secretary of State with 
defined powers and responsibilities. This is the ideal to which we should all 
look. The Central Government should only be allowed a certain percentage of 
the receipts of each Provincial Government. 


2. Professor Gajjar of the Wilson College is to be congratulated on ac- 
complishing what others have failed to do. The 
Queen’s statue in Bombay defacement of the Queen’s statue by some miscreant 
and Professor 1. K. eo pouring hot tar over it was so complete that, all 
lg — (13), 8th yemedies having failed, it was thought that the only 
ee way to restore the statue was to remove the head and 
substitute a new one. Professor Gajjar, who is a rising chemist and has made 
aniline dyes his special study, discovered a solvent that would penetrate into 


the pores of the marble and remove the stains. 


3. We offer our congratulations to Professor Gajjar on his success in ree 
moving the stains on the Queen’s statue. That a 

g a 4 — (14), 8th Native, who was recently characterized by Lord George 
 aelore sear Hamilton as ‘ savage,’ snould have been able to pere 
form what Europeans of considerable scientific attainments failed in perform- 
ing, is an event of no ordinary value. It proves the great intellectual strength 
of which the Indians are capable. Even in science, the Indian mind, given 
the necessary opportunity and means, can achievea high degree of success. 


The achievement of Professor Gajjar has a lesson of its own, which, we hope, 
will not fall flat upon our rulers. 


4, The good work which Professor Gajjar has done in connection with the 


Queen’sstatue issureto silence many a person who takes 


Native Opinion (16), &th elioht in depreciating the inventive genius of the 


Septe 


con 550—3 


: Natives, since he has in this instance solved a problem 
which had not only baffled the ablest experts in this presidency, but was supposed — 
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to present such difficulties that the Government was advised to disgrace the statue 
by its head being removed and a new one substituted. There have recently 
been amongst us afew men of real genius who were left unnoticed and un- 
encouraged by Government. Drs. Kunte and Bahadurji were men of uncommon 
intelligence. Government took care not to promote the former to any post 
higher than that of the Demonstrator, and as for the latter, though, through the 
kindness of His Highness the Gaikwar a bacteriological chair was provided 
for him in the Grant Medical College, the European professors made it too hot 
for him to continue in that post. In the end we have only to say that the 
remuneration offered to Professor Gajjar is too small, and we hope that Gov- 
ernment, considering what it would have given in case a European had done the | 
work, will make some addition to it, | : 


5. Those who have watched the career of Sir William Wedderburn in the 
ee House of Commons cannot but have been struck with 
: regenag we re ~ the fact that he lives for India. India absorbs the 
George Hamilton to a ques- Whole of his attention. The other day he called the at- 
tion put by Sir W. Wedder- tention of the House to the Garashankar riots, what 
_ as regards Garshankar er and. ng as oe and asked for a 
ie special enquiry e made into the circumstances of 
Bag. abiiat (190), Sed Sept) the case, A more thrilling story of official high- 
handedness and police violence it will be difficult to 
conceive. And yet how did that autocrat of the Secretary of State for India 
dispose of it? Alas! in his usual heartless manner. His statement that 
the police ‘“ were not in any way to blame for firing under great provocation ”’ 
is simply startling. If itis left to the police to determine what constitutes 
provocation enough to justify the use of fire-arms, then farewell to safety of 
life. The least sign of resistance or opposition on the part of the people would 
be considered a sufficient reason for firing and taking the lives of men. Be- 
sides, in this particular case, if, as Lord George Hamilton said, the police were 
right, in other words, the provocation they received was grave enough to excuse 
their resorting to fire-arms, how was it that the officers in charge not only did 
not issue orders for firing, but, on the contrary, ordered firing to be stopped? In 
Lord George Hamilton’s opinion, then, those officers must be wrong who were 
on the spot, and so more competent to form an opinion as to the necessity of 
firing. 


6. Atatime when the Bombay Government has incurred a heavy exe 
penditure in connection with the plague, and enter- 
Disapproval of His Excel- fains very little hope of getting any pecuniary assist- 
tes ee ag from ed Pagans seperamant a account of 
"Bhim the straitened circumstances of the Indian Exche- 
ea enc bili quer, it is not advisable that His Excellency Lord 
Elgin should make a tour in Burma, at the expense of the Government, on the 
eve of his departure from India, We fail to understand how the tour will in any 
way prove beneficial to this country. The main object of the tours of high and 
responsible officials should be, not the attainment of selfish pleasure, but to get 
themselves acquainted with the condition of the people with a view to adopt 
measures for its improvement. We therefore request the Supreme Government 
to reconsider the question of throwing the unnecessary and useless expenses of his 
tour on the Indian Exchequer. | 


7. The thanks of the country are due to Sir Baker Russel, of the Bengal 
Command, for issuing the memorandum in connec: 
randrn ened by Sir Baker 200. With the treatment of Natives by European 
Bessel in militacy officers in SOldiers. There is no manner of doubt that there 
Bengal as regards the treat- Was great necessity for such a memorandum. From 
ment of Natives by Euro- the manner in which soldiers have been treating Natives 
~ Dhl (19 She ae Bengal and other parts of India, it is clear that they 
Bui, cols. ), Srd Sept» consider N ative life as of little value, and take it with 

as light a heart as they wouid that of a bird while 
employed in the pleasant pastime. of shooting. Nor do the consequences 
weigh with them, The memorandum of Sir Baker Russel has not, therefora, 
been issued a day too soon, and we hope it will have the desired effect. 


Approval of the memo- - 
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8. Rumour says that the Natu brothers are in a sad plight and are drag- 

gs _ ging on their weary time in their confinement at 

RB: song Bead wine Nain Belgaum. ‘The only resource left to them is to write 
Mahratta (7), 4th Sept. yadts (memos.)to Government, and Sardar Balasaheb 
Natu is pretty freely inundating the Government with 

yadi after yadi. But Government has practically left those yadis and the prayers 
contained in them unheeded. The paper then gives substance of several yadis 
said to have been written by Balasaheb to Government and observes :—It need 
hardly be pointed out that as Belgaum is plague-stricken, Government are 
taking rather impudently a heavy responsibility upon themselves by confining 
the unfortunate Natu brothers to the limits of the town. Let us hope wiser 

counsels will prevail in time. 


9. Weare glad to inform our readers that Mr. Tilak has been released. 

Our first emotions are of thankfulness to those who 

Release of B. G. Tilak. moved the authorities in England and to those out here. 

Native Optnion (16), 8th Th ° : 

Sept., Eng. cols. e sense of gladness 1s overpowering and we can say 

nothing further just now. Neither the local Times 

nor the Gazette could find room in their yesterday’s issues for the news; all 
honour to them, however, for their manly straightforwardness. 


10. As wegoto press, we learn that Mr. Bal Gangadhar Tilak was re- 
eee F 13), gx, eased from prison on Tuesday night at 9 o'clock, 
eis ies ate (78), 8th “We are glad Government have shown mercy, and 
congratulate Mr. Tilak on his release. The news has 
been received with great joy by the people. 


11. Although the Bombay Government has shown clemency to Mr. Tilak 

: by releasing him from jail, it ought to be remembered 

Bhimsen (124), 9th Sept. that the favour has been shown rather too late. 

Whatever may be the reason which may have induced Government to release 

Mr. Tilak, the news has been received with great delight by all kinds of people, - 
who have not been backward in offering prayers to the Almighty for Mr. Tilak 
and thanking Government for this act of grace. vee 


12. The news of Mr. Tilak’s release reached Bombay at about 1 A.M. 
we on Wednesday. Though the night was far ad- 
Lo anit C44), Sth, Sth and vanced and people fast asleep, the news spread like 
re wildfire throughout the city. People were to be 
seen running here and there at this odd hour and knocking at the houses of 
their friends to give them this happy news. Aftera short time, one could hear 
from the streets the singing of the melas (singing bands), the beating of the aus- 
picious drums, the sweet sound of harmoniums and other musical instruments, 
the firing of crackers, powder-tubes, &c. Pious Brahmins bathed at this early 
hour and visited the various temples in the city. As the day dawned, people 
were busy raising flags of joy and distributing sweetmeat. The people spent the 
whole day in various rejoicings, and at night they were engaged in the various 
entertainments provided for the occasion in the shape of music, kirtans or re- 
ligious sermons, Satya Narayan Puja, and dancing and singing of melas in 
chorus. The people of Bombay are unanimously awaiting the arrival of Mr. Tilak 
in this city, but we do not think he will come at an early date. They should, 
however, be prepared with the grand reception which they are planning to accord 
to him when he comes here. [This paper has received several letters from cor- 
respondents, both in Bombay and mofussil towns such as Poona, Panvel, Chikodi, 
&c., giving accounts of the jubilant demonstrations at each place. | 


13. The Mumbai Vaibhav gives a detailed account of the Wednesday 
ee night festivities in honour of Mr, Tilak and says :— 
Mumbai Vatbhav (67), Sth mye Government has, indeed, done a very wise thing 

- a8 ee | in showing clemency to Mr. Tilak by releasing him 

six months earlier. Though at the time Mr. Tilak was adj udged guilty and sen- 

tenced to imprisonment we, along with a few other papers, made suggestions to 
the Government to release him on the ground that a mere verdict of guilty 
was a sufficiently severe punishment for a man of his position, the Government 
took no notice of our suggestions until the misunderstanding created in their 


— 
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minds by the Poona murders was completely removed. It is not necessary for 
us to say that the people fully approve of the way in which the Government is 
now rectifying the mistakes into which it was led by its misinterpretation of the 
Poona affairs. They began by reducing the additional police force at Poona. 
They then proceeded to mitigate the rigour of the confinement of the Natu 

ie and afterwards resolved torelieve the Poona Municipality altogether of 


_ the charges of the additional police. They have now released Mr. Tilak and will 


soon give complete freedom to the Natu brothers. [The paper gives also intel- 
ligence of a public meeting held at Jalgaon for thanking the Bombay Govern- 
ment for the clemency it has shown to Tilak. | : 


14. The whole city . Bombay is ee over the news of Mr. Tilak’s 
a release and people are expressing their joy and 
mn" = ee happiness in ee 2 ways. very true patriot has 
experienced, in the restoration of Mr. Tilak to the 
people, the intense happiness which one feels when he finds a lost member of 
his family. We congratulate the Bombay Government on its rectifying, though 
rather late, the errors it has committed. Judging by the events at the be- 
ginning of Lord Sandhurst’s career, people were quite disappointed, but the 
recent changed policy has again held out to them prospects of hope. His Lord- 
ship can, if he chooses, make the end of his regime very popular by following up 
the policy ke has inaugurated. As to the question whether the Bombay 
Government deserves our thanks for the release of Mr. Tilak, we think it would 
have given clearer proof of its good intentions and statesmanship by releasing 
Mr. Tilak just after the adverse decision of the Privy Council. 


15, His Excellency Lord Sandhurst’s Government, it must be owned, has 
ici fie be done many things which deserve our heartfelt grati- 
Sent.. En ‘ ee 4 (108), tude. The blunders into which it has been betrayed 
fone have been immense indeed—the Tilak trial, the Natu 
scandal, the Plague Committee of unhappy memory—but Lord Sandhurst has 
proved to the hilt his noble and magnanimous nature by coming to the people’s 
rescue in the nick of time and frankly correcting the errors of his Government 
so far. It must be admitted, His Excellency has a singular knack of turning 
the tide of popular applause on his side just at a time when popular opinion about 
him threatened to be at the lowest ebb. As for Mr. Tilak, he, if we mistake 
not, possesses a brain which in its calibre very much resembles that of the 
famous Mr. W. T. Stead, Editor of the Rewew of Reviews. It is difficult to 
suppose that the discipline of prison has curbed his independent spirit or will 
restrain him from vehemently outpouring his heart, when occasions require, 
with the pen which in civilised times is mightier than the sword. We hope the 
Mahreaita and Kesari will once more be the fields of Mr. Tilak’s activities, 
though, no doubt, limited by the sections of the new Sedition Act. 


16. Never did the sun shine — : look more glorious than on the 
. morning of Wednesday last. The Hindus worshi 

5 ae ce (14), Oth the aa and yet never since the beginning of the 

ae world had they worshipped him so devoutly as yester- 
day morning. And why? Because it was the “sun of the glorious 7th ’—the 
sun that aiter one year shed his life-giving beams upon Ind’s “ bravest of the 
brave ”—Bal Gangadhar Tilak—the patriot and hero whom an all-powerful 
Government, scenting sedition “in brooks,’? treason “in stones’? and good 
“in nothing,” had cast in a miserable. dungeon—there to drag along the 
weary chain of his existence for near twelve months like any ordinary felon. 
Even the powerful British Government seems to have been moved by the 
magnificent character of the man, the unbending heroism of his dauntless soul. 


~ At a moment like this—a moment of supreme joy and unalloyed happiness—the 


heart is too full to think even for a moment of the thousand and one miserable 
things that have occurred of late, of the demon of suspicion that has ‘ possessed ” 
our rulers, ‘To-day the voice of gratefulness is as sincere as it is universal, and 
‘we have not the least doubt that there will be any misunderstanding about the 
motives which have prompted Government to take the momentous step of releas- 

ig Mr. Tilak before the expiry of his sentence. They need not have the least 

giving about the “ temper’? of the people. To-day the chorus of joy, not 
en in England, is more than a confirmation of the 


E 
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wisdom of the step which Government have taken, Irresponsible eritics may 
croak as is their wont, but Government should let them pass by as the idle wind 
not worth a shred of attention. And what can be said about Mr. Tilak? ‘God 
bless him!” is the involuntary prayer of every one of his countless countrymen. 
Mr. Tilak’s political career is not over yet. He is now in the very meridian 
of his career. There is a world for him todo yet for the regeneration of his 
country. The voice of the nation will once again call him back to enter the 
arena of his former triumphs, with truth in one hand and death in the other. 
When that trumpet call is sounded—and the yet greater voice of duty calls upon 
him to bestir himself—we hope he will neither hesitate nor shrink, though, as in 
his case, “the paths of glory lead but to the prison.’? He has shown the stuff 
he is made of, and enshrined as he is in the hearts of his countrymen, well may 
he say in the words of the poet: “ Here is a smile for those who love me, and a 
hs for those that hate, but whatever sky is above me, here is a heart for every 
ate!” 


17. There seems to ' a special charm in Mr. Tilak’s name,as could be seen 
rom the sympathy which went up to him from the 
Ot aa lam (120), 9th entire Hindu population shecghont the country and 
: from the intense anxiety with whichhis case was watch- 
ed not only in Bombay, but throughout India. It is said that Mr. Tilak has been 
released on account of the memorial submitted by Professor Max Muller and 
others to the Secretary of State for India. His friends and admirers, seeing 
that he has been set at liberty by Government at the proper time, ought to 
thank His Excellency Lord Sandhurst, our good and kind-hearted Governor, 
for this act of clemency. We hope Mr. Tilak will take a lesson from the bitter 
experience he had during a year of incarceration and will be very careful in 
his writings in future. 


18. If those who were atthe helm of the Government last year have had 
during the short space of one year to very nearly confess 
that they were wrong in many of their views they 
then held regarding the political and social condition 
of Poona, it is not very unlikely that the release of Mr. Tilak too is one more 
generous confession of that mistaken attitude which unfortunately marked 
the conduct of the Bombay Government in regard to Poona, and everything 
connected with Poona, in the latter half of the year 1897 of the Christian 
era. All the same, we thank Government and all those who may have assisted 
in bringing about the happy termination of Mr, Tilak’s incarceration. To Mr. 
Tilak personally we offer our heartfelt congratulations for his unexpected 
release and restoration to his family and friends. Let us hope he will have 
renewed health and vigour to propel the cause of British Indian progress and 
endeavour to strengthen the cause of good and efficient government in India, 
which, so far as we know, he all along had at heart, and has throughout striven 
to promote to the best of his ability and judgment. If one may be permitted to 
anticipate the impartial verdict of history, it would be that Mr. Tilak’s incar- 
ceration was traceable, not so much to what he consciously did as to the state of 
the political atmosphere in Western India in the year of grace 1897, when pas- 
sion, panic and prejudice reached the high-water mark and threatened to submerge 
beneath their surging and roaring volume some of those bulwarks which wise 
British statesmanship has toiled to rear up for the safety of the Indian Empire 
and the glory of the British Crown. 


19. The news of the release of Mr. Tilak was received with great delight 
si by the people of Baroda, some of whom distributed 
7 rgd Sayaji Vijaya (116), sweets in honour of the occasion and observed the day 
anes with great rejoicirgs and eclat. The Head Master of 
the Marathi School No. 1 gave an account of Mr. Tilak to his pupils and granted 
them a holiday by closing the school. ne 
- 90. The news of the release of Mr. ‘Tilak must have been received with 
satisfaction not only by the natives of India, but also 
Remarks on the attitude by sympathetic and fair-minded Europeans, both in 
of the Times of India onthe Jndia and England. We are, however, not surprised 
release sat 7 ge Sept, to find that the Times of India has expressed his 
fi disapproval of this clemency shown by Government, 


Shit Sayaji Vaujaya (116), 
7th Sept, Eng. cols. : 
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because there is an exception to every rule. The doubts and fears entertained | 
by our contemporary are quite groundless, ) 


21. We had thought that the wrath of the mighty Anglo-Indian organ, 
ins wind har entii the Times of India, against Mr. Tilak had cooled down 
Eng _ (14), SthSept, hy this time. But we find that we were mistaken in 
| believing that our contemporary had even an atom of 
generosity in him. We find, on the contrary, that his love.of vengeance is as 
deep as that of the old race of scalp-loving Red Indians or of the Indian cobra, 
who.does not forget his “ vendetta’’ for years. We hope, for the sake of the 
good name and prestige of the ruling race, these rabid utterances will not be 
echoed in any other quarter. It is writings like this that make Natives hate 
Anglo-Indians. As for the charge of weakness and irresolution brought against 
the Government, we assure the authorities that there is not the slightest fear of 
Mr. Tilak’s countrymen interpreting their action in that light. There is nothing 
but gratitude in every Native breast at this moment, and by this single act of 
generosity His Excellency Lord Sandhurst has done a good deal to restore 
” amicable feelings between the rulers and the ruled. As forthe Times, even 
his countrymen have cause to be ashamed of his attitude towards Mr. Tilak, and 
his last performance ought certainly to put him beyond the pale of sober and 
respectable journalism. 


22. Dr. Bahadurji is gone, but his labours have not gone in vain. We 
iniiieseia: ots em aun wish he were alive to-day to read the resolution of 
resolution of the Govern. OVernment dealing with the position and prospects 
ment of India dealing with Of Civil Assistant Surgeons. Though it does not 
the position and prospects of cover the whole field of his agitation, and though there 
Assistant Surgeons. . are still many anomalies and monopolies awaiting 
— (106), 4th Sep, removal, the concessions granted by the resolution 
je would have afforded him sincere satisfaction. Some- 
thing is better than nothing. A very deserving class had for so many years 
suffered from indefensible disabilities. The present concessions, such as they 
are, will be gratefully welcomed everywhere. Western monopolies, like eastern 
superstitions, die hard, and even for small mercies the Civil Assistant Surgeons 
ought to be thankful. We are sorry the claims of Assistant Chemical Analysers 
have not as yet received any consideration. It is to be hoped Government will 
consider the advisability and justice of improving their prospects also. A 
gentleman of Dr. Deshmukh’s attainments should not have received the treat- 
ment he did. An Englishman of his ability, knowledge and experience would 
have occupied a distinguished place at the Grant Medical College or elsewhere ; 
but to-day Dr. Deshmukh is nowhere, simply because he happens to be a Native. 
A more flagrant case of injustice it would be difficult to cite, and the people 
have a right to expect that Government shall afford more scope for indigenous 
talent by recasting the present system on more equitable lines, | 


23, A recent resolution of the Government of India deals with the pay 

ee es ak and prospects of Assistant Surgeons—a neglected class 
PB mci ae (114), 4th of State servants, who have borne for years together 
— their luckless lot with patience and resignation. They 
have to thank, in the first instance, the late Dr. Bahadurji for his strenuous 
advocacy of their claims. But for the agitation he so ably and perseveringly 
carried on in their behalf, the recent resolution of the Indian Government might 
noi have seen the light of day. And to us it is a matter of regret that the good 
doctor did not survive to see at-least one part of his programme of medical reform 
realised to a limited extent. Reforms are provokingly slow in this country, 
- especially where State services are concerned. The services in their higher grades 
“are mostly filled by Europeans, who seem to fancy they have vested interests in 
= the country, regardless of the claims of the children of the soil. .So that when- 
ever an agitation is set on foot for the better welfare of the latter, there is a hue. 
and cry and a dogged resistance, tooth and nail, to upset it. Thus it is that the 
claims of the indigenous sons of India are more or less relegated to the back- 
ground. The Assistant Surgeon’s position is advanced so far. that he will be 
eligible to Civil Surgeoncy whenever he has proved himself able and meritorious 
during his service. His salary would receive a proportionate increase also, This 
will improve ‘his prospects, Ordinarily an Assistant Surgeon will now reach 
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@ maximum salary of Rs. 300 per month, while as a Civil Surgeon, whenever 
promoted, he will receive Rs. 500. It is not all that was claimed for, but still 
half a bread is better than no loaf at all. In India reforms, as we said at the 


: outset, are provokingly slow, and we must reach‘our goal stage by stage and be 
thankful to the Government for its doles of mercy. 


24, Mr. P. B. Dantra writes :—The helpless confession of financial bank- 
. _ ruptcy heard at last Friday’s sitting of the Legislative 
PP cae 5 see “ Pipe} cg Council has hag nee pe oo been heretofore 
: _ Yreposing in the arms of a self-complaisant optimism, 
ben | dpe frag es * ‘. to open their eyes wide with ahiaiicent at the 
“selected men.” gravity of the situation. I find that many thought- 
Champron (2), 4th Sept. ful people are now asking themselves and their friends 
the question whether there is any possible “ way out ”’ 
of the hole into which the presidency’s finances have been landed by the 
all-devouring greed of the Imperial cormorant and the ostrich-like blind- 
ness to its own interests displayed by the local Government in the matter 
of the revenue from A’bkéri. Iam not concerned just now with the iniquitous 
adjustment of the quinquennial contract, but I take the liberty of again repeat- 
ing what I have said times out of number, that in the case of the income from 
A’bkari the Government of Bombay does not do itself justice, that under the 
system of giving out farms to so-called “ selected men,’ instead of to the highest 
bidders, it gets from the former much less than it ought or might, and that the 
only party benefited by this process is neither the customer nor the Govern- 
ment, but the favoured middleman. I propose, Sir, with your permission, to 
prove this once more for the edification of our local devisers of “‘ ways and 
means,”’ and I venture to hope that it will command more serious attention at 
a time when the treasury is so depleted as to be unable to spare the few rupees 
necessary for giving a fresh coat of whitewash to the walls of the Elphinstone 
College. The materials before me are so abundant that I might find no little 
difficulty in picking out a particular case, but as I do not propose to run wild 
over the A’bk4ri administration of the presidency, I will confine myself for the 
present to the typical instance of Khdndesh. I have in a former letter touched 
upon the manner in which Mr. Dubash first captured and has since retained the 
Surat farm. I have shown that in 1883 many people were prepared to pay a . 
lakh more than Mr. Dubash, and that although they were ready to renew their 
offers every three years, the farm has been during the last fifteen years conti- 
nued to be monopolised by Mr. Dubash with a consequent loss of many lakhs 
to an impecunious exchequer. But the district of Khandesh is much larger 
than that of Surat and the loss incurred by this blind pertinacity in a vicious 
system is therefore much more serious. In fact, Khdndesh is the largest 
district in the presidency, and has been divided into as many as 18 talukas, 
with a population of nearly 14 lakhs, and what with cotton mills and presses 
and ginning factories, and extensive areas under cotton and wheat, it is daily 
growing in importance and opulence. Prior to 1888 the out-still or lump-sum 
system for every separate taluka prevailed in the district, but this was abolished 
and the still-head duty system was introduced in that year, and tenders were 
invited under that system from the outside public for the whole district, in a 
notice dated the 12th November 1887. In this notice Government officially 
declared for the guidance of tenderers the revenue actualiy realised during the 
years 1884-1887 under the old system, and also the revenue which in their 
opinion ‘‘ would have been realised if the rules of still-head duty prpeee for 
the next farm had been in force.”? Now the latter was declared for Khandesh 
to be Rs. 10,99,352 in 1887. I do not know whether your readers will be sur-. 
prised to learn that in the year of grace 1898, the same district realised only. 
Rs. 4,92,000, a difference of nearly 6 lakhs, and renewed for three years more 
from the 1st instant. How this was effected will be shown in my next letter. 


25. As plague has almost died out in Bombay, there is no danger of ; its 
being communicated to Europe by the pilgrims 

Removal of the probibi- proceeding to Mecca, and consequently the prohibition 
tion of pilgrimage to Mecca Of pilgrimage may be removed and people allowed 
desived. ) Punch Bahédur ree access to the place of their holy shrine. If the 
(182), 8th Aug. | plague happens again to break out in Bombay, then 


the system of issuing passes may be introduced, and 
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in case this is not supposed to be a sufficient safeguard, quarantine restric- 
tions may be imposed on all pilgrims. The Musalmans, in their zeal to visit 
the holy city, will not mind any hardships to which they may be subjected. In 
conclusion, we pray on behalf of all Musalmans that Mr, Vincent, Police 
Commissioner, will be pleased to exert himselfin the matter on behalf of all 


Musalmans, as it is not likely that the prayer will be granted unless the matter 


is brought to the notice of Government. 


26. It is gratifying that Government have at last seen the truth of the 
complaints of the people regarding the detention of 
Approval of the contem- persons in quarantine and regarding the plague passes 
Se eke ead ear of and decided to discontinue these measures and to 
Biimsen (124), 10th Sept. | force only thorough medical inspection of all arri- 
vals from infected places for a pericd of ten days 
and such cther precautionary measures. They have thus granted the very 
demands of the people and left very little ground for complaint. The only 
thing that is now necessary for Goverament to do is to see that the new rules are 
properly carried out by the subordinate officers. It is also gratifying that Gov- 
ernment have removed the barrier against the people of Bombay shifting to 
the suburbs, | 


27. Referring to His Excellency Lord Sandhurst’s recent address to the 
plague volunteers at Poona, the Dnydn Prakdsh 
His Excellency Lord Sand- observes :—The speech of His Excellency was really 
hurst's address to plague statesmanlike, and we are extremely gratified to see 
volunteers at Poona. ’ : | ; 
Dnydn Prakésh (40), 8th the good eftect which the experience of the past two 
Sept. years has produced on the mind of His Lordship. 
How greatly do the threats conveyed to the Poonaites 
through Mr. Lamb immediately after Mr, Rand’s murder, when the Anglo- 
Indian atmosphere was too much excited, differ from the present utterances of 
His Excellency which are full of sympathy for the same people! It is a very 
cratifying thing that the suspicion which our rulers entertained about us ‘has 
been completely removed. The rulers have also begun to realise the truth 
of the principle that, however powerful and ingenious they may be, they can- 
not do without the co-operation of the people. If all Government officers 
were to follow the valuable advice of His Excellency the Governor, people 
would boldly face the attacks of not only one but half a dozen enemies like the 
plague. Our people are not in the least afraid of death ; what they fear and take 
seriously to heart is their distrust by the rulers. Unless one passes many years 
in company of the Hindus he will not know this trait of the Hindu character. 
His Excellency seems to understand the Hindus and we heartily thank him for 
his sympathetic utterances. | 


28. We have heard of plague prosecutions in the mofussil by over-zealous 
plague officers and of the severity of sentences inflict- 

Remarks on the two recent ed in some of these cases. . [tis notfor us to decide, in 
i prosecutions in Bom- the absence of full materials before us, how far the 
Cujertii (106), 4th Sept, Convictions or sentences were justified. But we know 
Eng. cols. enough to be able to say that these prosecutions are 
. highly unpopular and lead to needless popular panic 

and discontent. Rightly or wrongly, the people wish to be left alone, and it is 
in the highest degree desirable not to add to the unpopularity of preventive 
measures by hauling up persons before criminal courts, except in cases of gross 
offences against plague regulations. We are not looking at the matter from the 
strictly legal point of view, but of expediency and policy, which are, after all, the 
best and the highest law in dealing with large masses. We therefore entirely 
agree with Dr. Blaney in what he has said in his outspoken letter to the Times 
regarding plague prosecutions in this city. In our opinion, they should never 
have been undertaken, and we are glad Mr. Slater as well as Mr. Spencer have 
taken a most sensible view of the cases before them. The cases have, no doubt, 
ended satisfactorily; but those who were responsible for them may well be 
reminded of the words of wisdom uttered by Lord Sandhurst only the other 
day. His Excellency emphatically meant them for the practical guidance of 
all and not for the purposes of an academic discussion, to be forgotten the next 
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day. We invite the attention of His Excellency as well as the Plague Com- 
mittees to the unwisdom and impolicy of such criminal proceedings either in 


Bombay or elsewhere. [The Indian Spectator (4) of the same date expresses 
similar sentiments, | 


29. A correspondent of the Gujardt Mitra observes :—The people of 
Pils ssdlioia ol nis Surat are thankful to the Collector for the concession 
Gujardt Mitra (107), 4th ae : aK "ie ra to visit infected places on 

Sept. sfora day, but itis their earnest desire that 

| the Collector should remove all restrictions placed on 
the intermediate and third class railway passengers wishing to go to Bombay and 
the inconvenience caused to those wishing to go to Bulsdr owing to the very 
limited time within which they are required to return. 


30. The plague is still lingering in Karachi, and though the daily returns 
are reassuring to the last degree, there is still no know- 
Plague at Karachiand the ing how long it will take our unfcrtunate city to be 
allowances drawn by officers able to produce a clean billof health, One more 
on plague duty. . ° . 
Phenix (8), 7th Sept, month and winter will have set in, and unless we are 
able to completely eradicate the disease before the 
advent of the cold season, we may well look out for squalls. There is an im- 
pression in the city, confined, we think, to the lower classes of the population, 
that the plague has actually ceased to exist and that cases of high fever and 
some other physical distempers are being treated as cases of plague. They 
think that if the large army of plague cflicers are disbanded and their allow- 
ances discontinued, we shall once for all have heard the last of the plague. This 
is rather an unfortunate view to take of the work of the gentlemen who are 
so assiduously trying to rid our city of one of the deadliest scourges that ever 
befcl it. There is, however, one thing in the suggestion which is deserving of 
consideration. It is the discontinuance of the allowances now being drawn by 
the officers on plague duty. 


81. The Bombay Government has assured us that in the enforcement of 
 Phiwes ween ak Kast the measures necessitated by the plague no difference 
chi and the alleged difference Would be made between Indians and Europeans. The 
in the treatment of European plague is no respecter of persons, and Europeans are as 
steamers and Native craft. = jiable to an attack as Indians. But European steamers, 
eee ) See Cee even though a plague case may have occurred on board, 
are allowed, after landing passengers and cargo in Karachi, to go their way 
without any let or hindrance.’ But Native craft are detained, and even though 
no plague case may have occurred on them the crew are kept under observa- 
tion for twenty-four hours. Some months ago we showed how traders owning 
Native craft were unduly handicapped in their competition with European 
merchants, and this is yet another addition to the list of their disabilities. Can- 
not an end be put once for all to this distinction without a difference ?. 


ie $2. We should like to draw the attention of the 
he panels of Karichi on authorities to the inconvenience to which people in 
account of the rule of death need of death certificates are put owing to the Plague 


certificates. Superintendent’s innocence of all knowledge of the 
Phenix (8), Srd Sept. medical art. 


33. Weare told that our criticism of the conduct of the subordinate offi- 
cials of Sind has been of a destructive character and that 

Alleged corruption among we have suggested nothing by which the bill of indict- 
~_— vie (8), 7th al ment we have laid to their charge may be brought 
a a home tothem. Well, if the authorities would only. 
take some trouble, they would be very soon convinced that we have not been | 
stirring so much mud for the mere fun of the thing. Let them look up the 
records of cases that are tried by Mukhtyarkars in the mofussil and they will 
find many things therein which are at present beyond their ken. They will find, 
for instance, that in some of these cases Mukhtyars are more largely employed 
than duly qualified pleaders. Why so? The Mukhtyars are generally dis- 
missed Government servants or persons whose antecedents are of a somewhat 
questionable character, and of their knowledge of law the less said the better. 
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Why have these people a more extensive practice than duly qualified pleaders? 
It is because the clients engaging their services know very well that they are: 
troubled by no scruples and that they will be able to bring back-stairs influence 


‘to bear upon the Mukhtyarkars by greasing their palms for them. Some of the 


Mukhtyarkars are possessed of an itching palm, and when they have to try a 
case they make use of the Mukhtyars for levying blackmail on both sides. 
The authorities have only to consult the records that are kept in their courts 
and they will find that a large majority of the parties appearing before them 
prefer to engage the services of uneducated Mukhtyars in preference to those of 
educated and duly qualified pleaders. And then a searching enquiry into the 
matter will lead to the exposure of the traffic in justice now prevailing in 
certain parts of the mofussil. 


34, The annual Ganpati festival in Poona as well as all over the Maha- 
rashtra has passed off without any hitch. The watchful 
Celebration of the Gan- aggressiveness of its opponents has always caused hours 
pati festival in Poona and of anxiety to its more active supporters, and it would 
all over the Maharashtra. ; x 
Mahrétta (7), 4th Sept. not be idle affectation for any one tosay that they 
have heaved a sigh of relief to see the festival, which 
has been the object of so much misunderstanding, come to an end this year 
without greatly adding to it. At Bombay in particular the festival was, 
thanks to the Bombay Police, a complete success. Of course the opposition 
to the festival is not based on reason, but is only a perverse and obstinate 
antagonism. In the absence of any other charge against it its opponents call 
it anew movement. But they fail to see that, in the first place, the Ganpati 
festival is not a movement, at least not a new movement, and that even 
though it may be new, that cannot by itself be a sufficiently strong in- 
dictment against it. We cannot understand how any one could aspire to 
start a religious movement in the present times of free thinking and abated 
religious fervour, the result of education. Whatever the merits of the age 
of the new civilisation that is now passing over us, religious awakening of 
the soul is certainly not one of them. Whatever religiousness we still possess, 
we have exclusively inherited. The educated classes are not at all responsible 
for what religious enthusiasm the masses have been showing in the matter 
of the Ganpati festival. The record of Ganpati worship and festival is 
unbroken for centuries. It wasin vogue under the Muhammadan rule, and 
of course in full swing under the Peshwas. It was naturally continued 
under the British rule, and nobody had to say anything against it till the 
other day when a certain section of the Indian community, backed by the 
mischievousness of a certain section of Government officers, sought aggres- 
sively to misrepresent its character and attribute ulterior motives to it. It must 
be admitted that the melas and the general processions are features of the 
festival which are likely to strike as somewhat novel. But the mela is no new 
institution or movement. It has been a necessary accompaniment of festivals 
of other deities from times immemorial. The congregations of chanters of 
bhajan which walk in the path of the sacred palkhis of Tukaram and Dnyandev, 
the well-known Maratha poet-saints, are melas in every sense and even ona 
larger scale than what some persons affect to regard as bold innovations, viz., 
the Ganpati melas. The music and the devotional prayers are in themselves a 
good piece of ennobling religious education, and we have often seen. that even 
scofiers have been charmed and moved to ecstacies of joy by the collective beauty 
and chastening harmony of the mela bhajan. A Christian or Samajist will 
easily understand that prayers, when offered to the accompaniment of music, are 
always more successful in appealing to the human heart than sermons delivered 
in prose. As for the feature of a public procession, it must be admitted that it is 
a new practice—that of taking all the Ganpati idols together for immersion. 
But whether that was demanded more by a craving of the people to parade 
themselves in a procession or the convenience of the authorities charged with 
the preservation of public peace is more than any one can say. The immersion 
of Ganpatis is always accompanied by music, and the strange attitude assumed 
by our Muhammadan brethren with regard to our right to music for the last 
four.or five years resulted in proving the necessity of protection for the law- 
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abiding Hindu community. Now this protection could, of course, be given more 
effectively for one large and general procession than for many small and indivi- 
dual processions. The institution of public Ganpatis is a thing which cannot 
possibly be objectionable from any point of view. What is legitimate for one 
individual ought to be legitimate as well for a combination of individuals. 

A public Ganpati, as we now see it in Poona or anywhere else in the Deccan, is 

simply an invaluable institution from the point of view of the practical education 

it gives to those that take part in its organisation. Why, however, a certains 
section of the so-called reformers.and Government officers have been speaking 

and writing against it, is another story. Much of the opposition coming’ 
from these quarters is due mainly to spiteful jealousy of individuals. The 
Ganpati festival is a public institution, and every item of its constitution 
and working is perfectly open to scrutiny by the public as well as the Govern- 

ment. The institution and worship of the idols, the prayers and the songs, the 

purans and lectures, the melas and the procession—everything is public. In 

fact, if there is any characteristic feature of the so-called movement of the 

festival, it is that the festival is becoming more and more public. The festivalists, 
therefore, cannot be at fault if Government officers shut up their eyes and ears 

with their own hands and run headlong into the region of misunderstanding. 
An irrational position is very difficult to maintain, and we can well hope that 

before another half a dozen years elapse, the devotees of Ganpati will be able 
to celebrate his festival with their and the Government’s heart at ease. 


85, The case of Imperatrix vs. Yeshwant bin Bapu, tried recently before 
oe Mr. Crump, Sessions J udge of Satara, affords another 
ok Matin Ga te iniguities important and instructive instance of how the mofus- 
of the wmofussil police in Sil police set themselves to make evidence in import- 
general and of the Sdtéra ant criminal cases, and the cruel, remorseless and 


police in particular. 4) 4, Unhesitating manner in which they swear away the 
=<" Bpectator (4); lives of innocent victims whom the law brings into 


their clutches. There can be no better comment 
on a case like this than the words used by My. Crump himself. He has at the 
conclusion of his remarks strongly urged the necessity of an immediate and 
thorough enquiry by an independent officer into the manner in which police 
investigation was conducted in this particular case. But, as he himself has 
pointed out, the case was only too common, and therefore what the public at 
large would pray Government to do would be to ask them to take cognizance of 
these too frequent cases of police iniquities and to adopt such measures as will, 
in the course of time, purify the police administration of the country, especially 
in the village areas. Mr, Crump calls such cases a disgrace to the police 
administration, but then it must be remembered that their frequent occurrence 
reflects not the less on the general administration of the country as well. 


36. A correspondent writes :—The doings of the police in Sdtara durin 
plague days are gradually being brought to light by 
Mahratta (7), 4th Sept. members of their own service. Things will, itis hoped, 
be scon ripe for a complete revelation. The general merits and demerits of the 
police administration are too weighty a theme for a newspaper report. We 
have here only to perform the sacred duty of vindicating the good name of a 
really capable public officer, Mr. Crump. Our acting District Judge, upon whom 
a frivolous attack appears in a prominent place in the issue of 24th August of the 
Times of India, is not only a most straightforward and competent public officer, 
but far above the common run of Judges in point of shrewdness of intelligence 
and soundness of judgment. ‘This is the most deliberate and disinterested 
opinion of the bar and the public here generally. The figures as to his length 


of service given by the critic only lead us to hope that this Judge is destined to 


makea mark within a few years, and as a reward for his merit rise to the highest 
judicial offices of trust and responsibility in the gift of Government. As for 
the attack in question, it is evidently the outpour of the policeman’s wrath 
against the fair Judge. Whether Mr. Crump was right or wrong, this police 
writer should have at least tried to be sensible. Cases of police misconduct 
have recently become rather more frequent, which made it, says the Judge, 
impossible for him to use temperate language. 
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87. Hashmatsing of Bhiria notoriety has been reduced to the grade of 

: constable and transferred to Shahdadpur. So far so 
Remarks in connection well, though the punishment can by no means be 
with a case of police oppres- said to be adequate. But what about the other 


rae ae a), the actors in the drama? The part played by the Chief 


Prabha’t (196), 8rd Sept, Constable calls for severe notice. If our subsequent. 


Eng. cols. information is eorrect, the Chief Constable is more in 
: fault, considering his position and the responsibility 
attaching to it. He made it so easy for Hashmatsing to act high-handedly by 
giving him the warrants without any instructions as to bail. And when the 
accused complained to him of Hashmatsing’s behaviour, his reply was that the 
police did not trouble themselves whether the warrants were endorsed or not, 
and that it was discretionary with them to ensure the parties’ attendance in 
any way they thought fit, and handcuff and bind the accused irrespective of 
the nature of the offence with which they were charged. Surely such behaviour 
deserved punishment. Again, the chowkidars of Bhiria, who assisted Hashmat- 


sing in carrying out his project, are also to blame. Why should they go scot- 
free P 


88. Itseems that those who have to travel between Tatta and Sujawal 
experience much inconvenience on account of the 

‘ Bescon thee nergy ham defective Tonken ferry arrangements. We may be 
arrangements between roan allowed to state here that this is not the first time 


and Sujawal in Sind and a 
request to the authorities in 
the matter. 

Prabhat (196), 27th Aug., 
Eng, cols, 


that we have received complaints with regard to 
the inconvenience caused to passengers. Several 
letters have appeared in the Prabhat, but we are sorry 
to have to say they have not attracted the notice 
of the authorities, or if they have, no action has 


been taken in the matter, 


Education. 


39. The Loka Bandhu complains that the municipal teachers at Dhar- 


Alleged hardships of mu- 
nicipal teachers for their 
monthly salaries being not 
obtained in time. 


Loka Bandhu (169), 4th Sept. 


wér are not paid their salaries in time and that 
therefore they are put to great inconvenience. It 
invites the attention of the municipal authorities 
to this grievance and hopes that it will be soon 
remedied. 


Intelligence extracted from the Press. 


40. At Dharwar a 


Suicide of a Brahmin 
priest at Dharwar owing to 
plague measures. 

Teka Bandhu (169), 4th 
Sept. 


Brahmin priest named MHaigrivacharya committed 
suicide on seeing that his house was being disinfected 


by low-caste persons. It can easily be seen that he 


would not have resorted to this bold and desperate 
step, had Hindus, other than Mahars, been engaged 
for this work. Whether the employment of low-caste 


coolies on the part of the municipal authorities was 


intentional or otherwise we cannot say, but of this we are sure that Hindus other 


than Mahars would have undertaken to do the work. Why was not Haigri- 
vacharya himself allowed to wash his own house? A rumour has gained 
currency that the Brahmin had intimated his intention to the Collector by a 
letter. We cannot, however, vouch for the truth of the report. We hope the 
District Collector will advise his subordinates to take care not to wound the 
religious feelings of the people under any circumstances. 


G. M, SA’THE, ~ 
| | Reporter on the Native Press, 
Ojjice of the Reporter on the Native Press, 

New Secretariat, Bombay, 14th September 1898. ne 
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committed in different parts of the Bombay Presidency ... as 
Ill-treatment of Natives by European soldiers: The —,its causes and 
remedies 7 eee e080 eee eee ete eee 
Jails: An interview with Mr, B. G. Tilak on accommodation, religious in- 
struction and uncleanlinessin— _... oe oe fhe 
Obituary notices: Death of the Honourable Sir Charles Farran, Chief Justice 
of the Bombay High Court e00 eee sie eee 


Police : Suggestion to give promotion to the Chief Constable of Khatév 
(Sdtaéra), who is said to have arrested some dacoits and recovered stolen 
property from them with great pluck ‘és ies ost 

Poona affairs: 

Natu brothers: Request to Government to give full liberty to the— ... 
Policy of the Bombay Government: Causes which led to a change in 


the — eee eee eee eee ete eee 
Release of Mr. B. G. Tilak : | | : 
Public meetings and rejoicings in connection with the — ats 
Remarks in connection with the — i. mo 
Thanks given to those who strove for the — eagle i 


Public service : | cs 
Alleged insulting behaviour of certain Magistrates at Hyderabad (Sind) 
towards pleaders practising in their Courts __ sicitiiemaieialemcesiiien 

Praises of n Bahddur Rastamji Edalji Kanga, Deputy Collector, 
Broach... ges oe vee Lees is 

Queen’s statue in Bombay: Suggestion to remove the—from its present 
place to a more frequented part of the city ... gees ‘es 


Legislation— , ere ana 
‘Calcutta Municipal Bill: Public meeting held at Calcutta to protest against 
the —_ and the nature of the Bill itself eee ee eee 
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Vernacular text-books: Remarks in connection with the proposed revision 


of — ete ese eee eee eee eee 
lities— ’ | 
Ahmedabad: Complaint against the municipal administration at — 


Native States— 


hidwér : Government found fault with for not redressing the grievances of 
the subjects of some Native States in — ose bas om 73 


Intelligence extracted from the Press— 


Plague operations at Dharwar : 
omplaint against the conduct of Mr. Cappel, Collector-President of 
the Dhérwér Municipality ose ae ss we ae 
istrict Magistrate’s account of a reported suicide at Dharwér owing ; 
to — eee eee ees eee : eee eee : 5 
The Collector not to blame in the matter of the suicide committed by 
Haigrivacharya __.... : be “i eee 
Police: Alleged disappearance of a Head Constable of Kardchi since the 
oat, committed on him by badmashes at a place in the Hyderabad 
trict ece eee eee eee qee ee 


of Newspapers and Periodicals. 


(For the week ending 17th September 1898, 


Nam 0 Newspapers. Place of Publication , 


ENGLISH. 


The Bombay East Indian __.. . Weekly 
99 0884 10N... eee eee Do. 
os a Prakash . see Do. 
Indian Spectator and Voice of India Do. 
‘Karachi Chronicle . Do. 
K4thidwar Times ) Daily 
Mahratta ... ss Weekly bs 
Phoenix ... Karachi Bi-weekly 
Quarterly. J ournal of the Poona Sirva- 
janik Sabha ... ove ies ...| Poona... Quarterly 
Sind Times _., sta te Bi-weekly 


ANGLO-MaRATHI. 


Thé Din Bandhu _... Bombay 
55 Dnydn Chakshu ... Poona ... 
* Se ingest A see Bombay 
Prakash ... | Do. 

» Kémgdr or Workman Do. 

» Native Opinion ... Do. 

5, Prabhakar ove Do. 

5 Shri Saydji bal Baroda... 

5» subodh ‘Taille . Bombay 

»» sudhdrak... Poona... 

» Vartdhar ... : Bombay 


MaRATHI, 


Oo OMI orm & bo 


pant 


The Aram _... Bombay Fortnightly 
» Arunodaya& Thana ... Weekly ... 
.. Dhulia, oc Do. 

9 Ratnagiri Do. 

» Belgaum Sam4char Belgaum Do. 

oa a oe Bombay Do. 

», Chandanshu Taésgaon Do. 

», Chandrakant Chikodi Do. 

» Chandrodaya | Chiplun : Do. 

» Chikitsak... es Belgaum Do. 

» Chitragupta ... Karad ... | Do. 

» Daivadnya Mitra «| Monthly 

5, Daivadnya Samachar 7 Do. 

», Dakshin Vritt ... k olhdpur Weekly 
Deshakdlavartamdn Erandol D6, . x0 
Dhanada... os Vengurla ceeerey 
Dharwar Vritt ... Dharwar Weekly .. 
Dhureen ... | Belgaum Do. 
Dny4én nag — oe a 
Dnyan olhapur O. 
Genes iabari Nasik ... Do. 
Guraékhi ... Do. | 
Gurakhi ... , Daily *% 
Hindu Punch A Weekly %: 
Jagadadarsh | eee, aM ass 
Jagad-hitechchhu | Do. 
Jagatsamachir Do. 

BA owes : Do. 
K4lidas Do. 
Kalpatara... | Do. 
Karmanuk , 0 
Keral J<okil : Monthly... 
Kesari aren e Bee Weekly eee 
Khandesh Chitragupta Do 
Khandesh Vaibhav : 
Khara Prakdr ... | | Monthly ... 
Kumtha Vritt ) Weekly ... 
Lokaseva eee eee Do. 
Madatuis . eee | Do. 
Madh.. Makshika ) Do. 
Madhu Vritt ... —.. | | Do. 
Mahérfshtra Mitra } Do. 
| 2, Mahdrdshtra Vritt Do. 


or 57 l—d 
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sé 


} 


Place of Publication. 


Mara’tri—continued. 


The Mitrodaya  .. 
» Moda Vritt sve 
Mumbai Vaibhav 
Nagar SamAfchér... 
Nasik Vaibhav ... 
NAsik Vritt ‘és 
Nipdni Vaibhav ... 
Nydy& Sindhu ... 
Panchanan abe 
Pandhari Bhushan 
Pandhari Mitr& ...- 
Pen Saméché ... 
Poona Vaibhav ... 
Prabodh Chandrika 
Prabodh Ratna’ ... 
, ETO: > wks ab 
Réghav Bhushan 
Saty& Shodhak ... 
Satyavakta oes 
Shikshak ... ‘en 
Sholapur Samach4r 
Shubh Suchak ... 
Sudarshan 
Sudhakar 
Sumant ... 
Tuk4ram ... 
Vartadarsha 
Vartahar ... 
Vartanidhi 
Vatandar... 
Vengurla Vritt 
Vidya Vilds 
Vikshipta ... eee 
Virashaivamata Prakdésh 
Vividh Dny4n Vistér ... 
Vritias4r ... cia 
Vritt Sindhu : 
Vritt Sudha 
Vy4pari ... 


ANGLO-GUJARA’TI. 


The Broach Samdch4r 
Deshabhakta 
Gujarati... ‘oe 
Gujarat Mitr’... 
Gujarat Satya Samsher 
Hindi Punch se 
Hindusthan 
Independent 
Kaiser-e-Hind — .., 
Kathiawadr News... 
Praja Bandhu ,,.. 
Rast Goftér ees 
Shri Sayaji Vijaya 

» sury’ Prakdsh ... 


* f GusaRA'Tt. 

The Ahmedabad 'Times 
Ajab ‘si Ee 
Akhbér-e-Islam ... 
Akhb4re Sodégar 
Arajadar an eee 
A'ry&é Dharm Prak4sh 
Bhim Sen ... wan 
Bombay Samachar 
Broach Mitra 
Buddhi Prak4sh 
Cambay Gazette 
Chandra ... 
Chhatrapati 
Deshi Mitr& 
Din Mani. 
Dny4n Sudha 
Dny4éa Vardhak 

» Fursad  ,., 


0 Gap Sap 4 je 


Pen 

Talegaon Dabhéd 
Jalgaon ees 
Barsi ... 
Isl4mpur 

Yeola ... 
Ratndégiri 
Vengurla 
Chikodi 
SholApur 
S4 a sue 
Ahmednagar ... 
eee 
res ‘i ste 
Ahmednagar ... 
Malvan ve 
Bombay - 
Poona ... oes 


Rajkot... eee 
Ahmedabad ... 
Bombay  ... 
Baroda aes 
Surat ... ae 


Weekly ... 
eo ees 


4 gma 
Monthly ... 
Do. . 


Fortnightly 


. 


GusaRa’TI—continued, 


The Gul Afshén : Monthly .., 
», Hitechchhu | Weekly ... 
»» J4m-e-Jamshed Bomba Dail “ve 
», Jangali Godhra 
» AKachha Samdchér 
,» Kaira Khetiwddi Patra... 
» Kaira Vartaman ... oe Kaira 
» Kathidwddno Himayati... | A 
» Kéthidwdr Krishi Tri-monthly 
» Kathidwar ~— - Bi-weekly 
» Kelavni ... Monthly .., 
» Khoja Samichir ... Weekly ... 
e i. D sere | ve 

~“ ortnightl 

ja, Mi : Bi-weekly . 
Weekly ... 


= iss 


99 
99 


Fort htly 
— ce 


Weekly 
Svadesh Bandhu ... Do. 
Udichya Hitechchhu Patri : Monthly ... 
TUNNEL ink. ons Fortnightly 
Vishvadarskan .., | Weekly .., 
Vyapak ss. a 


ANGLO-KA’NARESE. 


The Rajahansa Dharwar 


ENGLISH, MARATHI AND KANARESE. 


The Karndtak Patra 


KaA’NARESE, 


The Chandroday& : Dhérwér 
» Hubli Patra Hubli ... 
Karnatak Vritt Dharwar 
Loki’ Bandhu 
Rasik Ranjini.... 
Satya Vritt a . iis 
Subodh Chandrika Hubli ... Fortnightly 


MaRra’THI AND Ka‘NARESE. 


The Chandrika ses Ey Weekly 
» Karnétak Vaibhav D 

- Siddheshvar nee 
OTL sce. one 


ENGLISH AND HINDI. 


The Pandit Poona... Weekly ... 


HInpI. 
The Shri Venkateshvar Saméchar Bombay Weekly ... 
URDU. 


The Aina-i-Hind ame Bombay Monthly ... 
Alam Aphroz Bambai ... Do. | Tri-mouthly 
Ang Pantle << 566 00 Do. Weekly ... 
Eombay Punch Bahéiur... — Do. Do 
India Gazette «+. | Do. 
Jah4numa... es | Do. 
Justice of the Peace | he 
Makbul-e-Aalum : . 
Munsif-i-Deccan ... : a 
Muslim Herald ... | xly 
Nayédr-i-Islam __,,.. ne 


Safir... . se eee | ° 
Sultén-ul-Akhbér.., | Daily 


. 


EnotisH, Mara’THI aNnD GUJaBa'TI. 
‘The Baroda Vatsel ... 


EneuisH, Mara’/tH1, GUsaRaA’t! 
AND KONKANI. 


‘The Garibéncha Kaivéri (Amicus Pauperum)) Bombay Fortnightly 


MARA’THI AND Uspv. 


The Gulbarga Saméchir _... Gulbarga Weekly ... 


ANGLO-SInbDI. 


e Hyderabad (Sind) ...| Fortnightly 
ne . a Weekly ... 


SINDI. 


The Khairkhah Sind 
“8 Muin-ul-Isl4m 
» Sind Sudhir 


‘ 


ANGLO-PORTUGUESE. 


O Anglo-Lusitano __... | Bombay 
The Boletim Indiano ... Do. 


PoRTUGUESE-KONKANI. 


‘The Luso-Concanim ° ... Bombay 


Notes.—A. The notices from the different Newspapers have been collected in the Report under different heads 
which are printed in italics. : 

B. The names of Newspapers are printed in the margin of the Report in italics, and the number of the News 
paper in the above list is printed in brackets after the name. : : 


(. The system of spelling vernacular words followed by the Reporter is the same as that adopted in the 
Official Spelling List of the Bombay Presidency. One peculiar feature of this system is that wnen the long (a 
or d) is the last letter of a word, the accent is left out, and the short a(S] =u in gun) is, to prevent’ confusion, 
never placed at the end of a word, This rule has been strictly followed, except that when the short a appears to be 
absolutely necessary to complete the pronunciation of a word, asin Arunodaya or the well-known Mitra, it is printed 
with a mark over it to indicate that it is short, thus—-d, 


~D, The figures giving the circulation or number of copies published of each newspaper and periodical as 
furnished by the proprietor, are not guaranteed as accurate, and_in some instances must_be egarded with 2: ution, 


ee Sema 
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Politics and the Public Administration, 


1, We do not think we have a more painful duty to perform this week = |» 
i a bie han to record the death of the learned Chief Justice § «© 
Sir ‘Charles Farran, Chief of Bombay, Sir Charles Farran. After a short illness - 
Justice of the Bombay High affecting the kidneys, and within two days ofasuce . 9% 
Court. : | cessful surgical operation, His Lordship died on the = § °9% 
oogg? Goftdr (115), Uth night of Friday last. There can be no two opi- 
Sept., Hing, cols. nions that the loss we have sustained is serious. His 
death deprives us of a Judge of pre-eminent abilities and a public citizen of 
an exceedingly sympathetic nature. Mr. Justice Tyabji gave fitting expression 
to the profound grief the Court and the Bar have felt at his sudden death; and 
on behalf of the Native community we may just add our little testimony of the 
sterling value of the high judicial services he has rendered not only to this 
presidency, but to the country generally. Outside of his official duties he will 
be missed very much for his amiable manners and tender sympathy with every- 
body with whom he came in contact.. The echoes of his excellent speech, 
delivered as a maiden effort the other day in memory of the late Sir Jamsetji, 

- have scarcely died away from the public mind. We deeply condole with Lady 
Farran in this hour of sorrow. The loss to her and her children will simply be 
irreparable.. Sir Charles Farran, by his long standing at the Bar and on 
the Bench, was the most popular, esteemed and respected citizen in Bombay. 
By his death the city has lost a most upright, judicious and learned Judge, 
the community one of its foremost citizens, and the High Court its most 

g brilliant ornament. His loss on the Bench of the High Court will be 

p. simply irreparable. A more sympathetic and noble-hearted friend of the natives 

ys of this presidency it will be difficult to meet. He was known as one who strietly 

held the scales of justice and never stooped to any class or race distinctions. 


2. The death of Sir Charles Farran will undoubtedly-be felt asa great 
eo ‘eae Deeks Has ie loss to the Anglo-Indian community and to the mem- 
- Sent. Ba ae (14), bers of the Bar and the Bench. He had gained a 
a (Ciiatee tg ae deservedly high reputation in the High Court and out- 
side for his suavity of manners, his judicial calmness and his legal acumen. He = 
had been always kind to Native pleaders and they will cherish his memory with ~ ©.4 
feelings of reverence and gratitude due to a respectable, accomplished and kind pee 
member of the Bench. He was not known, like Sir John Jardine, for any 
special sympathies for Indian aspirations and movements, but at the same time 
s he was singularly free from any prejudices or antipathies. The Indian press va 
ee unanimously disapproved of his interpretation of the law in the Moda Vritt case a 
S + which he had to try in the heated political atmosphere of the time, but nobody a 
ever insinuated that the Chief Justice had been influenced by political bias, 
He was indeed the soul of judicial impartiality—a quality highly essential to a 
successful Judge. His knowledge of the-law was deep and varied and he was, 
on the whole, one of the brightest ornaments of the High Court—in every way 
worthy to fill a place in the long roll of illustrious Judges who have adorned the 
Bench in India. It is no wonder that his death should touch a sympathetic chord 
in the hearts of many Indians, especially those who had to serve under him 
and with him. We offer our condolence to the family of the deceased in their 
a sad bereavement. : 

a 3. In the death of Sir Charles Farran, the Chief Justice of Bombay, the 
a country loses a talented scholar and an able and 
conscientious Judge. His unvarying courtesy and 
| lofty and sympathetic nature had endeared him to all 
glasses, though his modesty rendered it impossible for him to be well-known to 

- the masses. He amply justified his sclection for the appointment of the Chief 
- Justice in succession to Sir Charles Sargent, and he faithfully adhered to the 
words he expressed when he took his seat on the Bench as Chief Justice on 5th 

July 1895. : 
4, Sir Charles Farran’s death is a distinct loss to the legal profession, tothe 
5 eh dugg ae Bench of our High Court, and to the public at large. 
Prcrgy' vecHioad (112), a The sorrowful sentiments in which the Honourable «= 

Tl al ioe | Mr. Justice Badrudin Tyabji referred to the deathof his =< 
con 571—3 : | Se 


Kathiewar News (118), 
14th Sept., Eng. cols. - 
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lea med shief from the Bench yesterday are echocd by the entire Bombay public. 


“Those sentiments were worthy of that distinguished Judge and worthy of the 
“memory of one whose loss he so pathetically lamented. 


+ -§, ‘From what we know of Sir Charles Farran we can say that he possessed 

Ag is: Vatbies (67) 0 ee fullest extent all those qualities to which 

— (67), Mr. Justice Badrudin Tyabji referred in his speech. — 

© legaeiita The great esteem in which he was held by all kinds 

~ of people became quite evident from the universal satisfaction expressed by 
- hem. when he was raised to the Chief Justiceship. He possessed a kindly and 
- thoughtful nature and in addition to his learning and benevolence was endoWed _ 
with a deep sense of impartiality—the quality most necessary in the dispensa- 
-. tion of justice. It is easy to understand why the people of Bombay so. deeply 

-. mourn the premature demise of Sir Charles Farran, since such good officers 

occupying high positions are rarely to be met with. 


6. The Jdm-e-Jamshed is unable to understand why Civilian Judges should 

be ineligible for the post of the Chief Justice of -a 

Appointmentof the Honour- High Court if no other place is closed to them, and 

= .__avle Mr. Justico Parsonsas says that if the present Acting Chief Justice, the 

| —__ Qhief Sustice of the Bom»ay Honourable Mr. Justice Parsons, be confirmed in that 

oe Fam-e-Jamshed (139), 17th Post, the public will be entirely satisfied and justice 
Sept. - _ will be done to an able Civilian and Barrister Judge. 


7, The morality of the Commander-in-Chief of the British Army was so 
grossly shocked by Tommy Atkins parading the 


_Iil-treatment of Nativesby streets of London arm in arm with his pal that His 
oS ose ee sgn its causes Tordship at once issued an order strictly prohibiting 


‘on (2), 11th Sept. Such a public parade by soldiers in every milita 
tp tea cles station tn the: United Kingdom. But viet a, sinful 
and heinous thing it is for British soldiers in India to outrage helpless and 
defenceless Native women in out-of-the-way places, to shoot persons, male or 
female, on the smallest provocation or no provocation, and otherwise behave 
themselves in .a way which would not be tolerated in any other place in 
the world, compared with the harmless pastime of flirtation in the streets of 
London! And yet, while the military sense of Lord Wolseley was shocked 
at the latter conduct of his soldiers, we have not heard of his having taken 
a single step to reprove in the terms they deserve the antics of those who 
serve in this country. Are we to understand that British regiments serving in 
India are not amenable toe the Horse Guards? Is it not the case that eve 
change in the arms and ammuniticns, in the discipline and uniform of the. 
British army leads toa corresponding change here? Is it not the case that 
the Commander-in-Chief of England enforces on poor India all the regulations 
issuing from the Horse Guards? Has not India to pay for the increase in the 
y of England’s soldiers and commissioned officers? Has it not to pay 
-for improved arms? And hasit not to bleed at every pore for anything 
and everything that the Horse Guards insist upon? Is it not the case also 


he comes. to think very lightly of 
practice actually encourages ; crime, 


Thus soldiers think nothing of shooting a “ nigger,’ even in jest or forthe:  — 
. Sake of fun, as‘was the case the other day in the sister presidency, knowing’ —- 
that even a Court of law will let them off with a small fine, . What has the 
Indian Government done to reprove these fining Judges and Magistrates? If 

they had not inculcated by their ridiculous and absolutely unfair sentences the 
‘doctrine that Native life is cheap as dust, we should, in our opinion, have wit- 
nessed fewer offences: of this sort:in recent times. Thus it seems that both the 
‘Military and the Judicial Department -of the Government of India have long. 

neg ected their respective obvious duties. .They have both gone on winking at 

and condoning offences till. the scandal has grown so loud that winking at and 
condoning cannot go:on any longer. But for this neglect we might never 
have heard of these military outrages which are now almost of weekly occur- 

rence in some part or other of the country. Reform in this matter is wanted 
from the top. Itisonly when thesuperior military and judicial hierarchy takes 

upon itself seriously the task of stamping out this state of affairs, which 

is a disgrace to their administration, that we can expect the soldiers to turn 

over a new leaf. But in India the soldier is pampered to an extent which is 

most astonishing, Is it a wonder if the pampered creature runs amuck at every- 
thing Native—man, woman, or child ? 3 


8. The evil impression that was produced on the Bombay Government by 
oo. the Poona murders of the Jubilee night has been 

Causes which led to a removed by a number of things that took place during © 
ens ally 3 the policy of the the last year. The Government, on account of its 
‘Kesar (54), 13th Sept. experience of the difficulties incidental to the enforce- 
‘ment of plague measures, is now convinced of the 
innocence of the people of Poona and expression was accordingly given by the 
highest officers of Government to the regret it felt for its mistaken plague policy. 
As a proof of the new policy which the Government has now inaugurated it 
relieved the Poona Municipality of the additional police charges angl promised 
to reduce the burden of the plague expenditure. Though, judging by Lord 
George Hamilton’s recent speech on the motion for the repeal of the new sedition 
law, it appears that, in his view, the old law being in favour of Mr. Tilak he 
could not be any more kept in jail, we should rather give the credit of releasing 

Mr. Tilak to the Bombay Government. | 


9. The policy of beneficent reaction with regard to Poona was inaugurated 
by the Bombay Government a long time ago.’ We 
Request to Government to are disposed to put its starting point as far back as. 
Sees ses liberty to the Natu the 24th rad last, _ ~ we ae ee Mr. poo 
the recognised representative of the Queen, and pre- 
thc sige eta comets’ the His for the time of the Sala: 
Government’s feelings, declared in open meeting that the Poona people were 
perfectly innocent of any complicity in the Ganeshkhind. murders. Another 
indication of that policy was given when in reply to questions from the non- 
official members of the Legislative Council, Government confirmed their opinion 
about the innocence of the Poona people and exempted the local municipality 
from liability to pay for the punitive police. It is needless to point out that 
in pursuance of the same policy again Mr. Tilak was released full four months 
before the end of the period of his sentence. But the policy cannot be said to 
have worked out all its logical conclusions unless and until the Natu brothers 
are completely set free. It goes without saying that by far the greatest of the 
Bombay Government’s blunders was the arrest and imprisonment of the Natus 
under an old-world regulation. That act of the will-law on the part of the 
Bombay Government beat hollow the press prosecutions, the punitive police. 
and every one of that long series of unfortunate doings which fatality had 
wrought at the hands of the Bombay ‘Government; and if public opinionhad ~~ 
been as strong in England as it was in India, His Excellency Lord Sandhurst = = 
would have been certainly discredited as an administrator and instantly recalled «=| 
from office. The confinement of the Natus was even a greater mistake than 
. imprisonment of Mr. Tilak and as such ought to have been the sooner —— 
remedied. If any things havecome out since the arrest of the Natus, they have = 
pointed all in favour of their innocence rather than their guilt. And wereally. ~ 
wonder that while Mr. Tilak has been set free the Natus are not. The 


*. 
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~- — prevalence of the plague at Belgaum makes it all the more incumbent upon 

Bee Tiovemscos to remove them: from Belgaum. The elder Natu has already 

* __ contracted a bad disease while in confinement, chiefly on account of the negli- 
gence of Government in not removing him from Ahmedabad in the hot season. 
‘Now at Belgaum the weather of late has been anything but congenial to the 
brothers and the family ; and it is feared by well informed medical men that if 
they are not allowed to leave Belgaum soon, most serious permanent injuries 
will be done to their life. It is scandalous that Government should not be alive 
to the great responsibility lying on their shoulders in tho matter of the health 
of the Natu brothers. The reports as to the probability of their early rglease 
are conflicting. But we hope, both for the sake of Government and the Natu 
brothers, that the reports asserting such probability are true and will soon be 
substantiated by actual events. . 


10. Are. Government prepared to foster the good feeling roused by the 
release of Mr. Tilak? Or do they think of acting 
inde Praha sn (14), 24th only in a halting, half-hearted manner, which deprives 
| their actions of some of their grace? If they are 
wise, they will adopt the former course and release the Natu brothers. What 
justification is there for curtailing their liberty even to the least extent? “What 
ofience have they committed? Their liberation is a duty which cannot be 
evaded under any show of plausibilities. Let the Government allow them-.to 
o as scon as possible ; let the punitive force be withdrawn as promised in the 
last Council meeting ; let-also the editor of the Pratod be allowed to go free, and 
then we may afford to forget the sad incidents of the last year. Of course, a 
complete oblivion of those events is impossible; for the new Press law will 
stand as an everlasting monument to the frenzy of the Bombay Government to 
which the events are now generally recognised as directly traceable. Never- 
theless it cannot be doubted that the above measures will go a great way in 
restoring good-feeling between the Government and the people, and we firml 
hope that Lord Sandhurst and his Council will not be chary of adopting them. 


11. Since Mr. Tilak has been released, may we again appeal to Gov- 
ea ernment to release the Sardars Natu too, who are 
Champion (2), Mth Sept. g¢i)) needlessly kept in durance, without either bring- 
ing them to the bar of justice or informing them of the true reasons of their 
detention? We have said before, and we say it again, that this dog-in-the- 
manger policy, so cruelly adopted towards the Sardars, is not at all creditable 
either to its sense of justice and fairplay or to its reputation for straightforward 
statesmanship. Thesooner, therefore, the third appeal which the elder Sardar has 
now made is corsidered and the prayer therein made complied with, the better. 
It is superfluous to say a speedy release will not only restore public confidence 
in the good faith of the Government, but considerably enhance its shattered 


— Sept., Eng. cols. 


reputation. Let there be grace in the act ere the release before long is made 
altogether graceless. | 


12, The people would bestill more glad to see the same correct view taken. 

are rer of the case of the poor. Natu brothers, in whose case 

- gendabiames (3), the action of the Government was perhaps still more 

ee unjustifiable. Mr. Tilak had at least published a 

paragraph, which though of course not seditious could perhaps be open to grave 

objection as leading ignorant people to mistake his meaning. But even this 

flimsy excuse is wanting in the case of both the Natus. It will be a happy day 

for the prestige of the Government when they will do unto the Natus the full 

-. measure of justice which has long been denied to them, “May that day dawn 

«7 as early as possible |”’ is the earnest prayer of many a heart in India. 

a 18. If Mr. Tilak, rar im —— in a Court of ustice, has been released 

area css a y Government, one cannot see. how the two Natu 
aoe qmohed (189), 1:0%h brothers, against whom nothing has been proved, can. 

_ Justice.. Though, pe 

 dNacus On. & Susy 


has declared his conviction about there having been no political plot in’ Poona, ote x x 
it should be any longer necessary to keep the Natus in confinement and their — 


property under attachment. 


14. Now that the theory of a political conspiracy at Poona is exploded, ee 


fh daeee the impost of the additional police force declared 
Kesaré (54), 13th Sept.  njust, the people of Poona are neared to be innocent 
in so far as the plague operations went and Mr. Tilak has been released, Govern 
‘ment ought to give complete liberty to the Natu brothers. Detaining them 
any longer in prison is nothing but intentionally neglecting to make amends for 
an act of vivid injustice committed under a mistaken notion of prestige. It may ; 
be remembered that though in the responsibility for having sent Mr. Tilak to jail = 
the Bombay Government shares with the High Court, yet the responsibility for — 
the present treatment of the Natus is entirely its own. We strongly hope,  ~ 
therefore, that the Bombay Government will not flinch from doing its duty, as it 
must be fully conscious of its responsibility. His Excellency Lord Sandhurst, 
in view of the serious outbreak of plague in the camp at Belgaum and the 
occurrence of a few cases in the vicinity of the Natus’ residence there, will, we 
hope, deem it necessary to give the Natus full liberty to go where they like. 


15. The Government cannot be held responsible for what it did while it 

was under the influence of anger, which is a kind of 

Siok ona Vaibhav (77), loth insanity ; but now that it has got ‘cured of its fit of 
wee _ anger and has remitted six months’ imprisonment to 
Mr. Tilak, we pray that the Government will show the same clemency to the 
Natus and release,them from restraint. [Several other papers have expressed. 


their desire to see the Natu brothers restored to perfect liberty. | 


16. The Kesari gives a long list of the places and institutions (numbering - 
| nearly two hundred) which sent congratulatory tele- 

Thanks given to those who grams to Mr. Tilak and thanks them all on his behalf, 
— Mr. Tilak’s re- Tt also thanks, in the name of Mr. Tilak, all those 
Kesari (54), 13th Sept. Who, both before and after his imprisonment, helped 
hey his cause in various ways, and adds:—We cannot but 
thank the Bombay Government for releasing Mr. Tilak. We owe this happy 
event partly to the petition for clemency made to Her Majesty by Professor 
MaxMuller and others, partly to the representations from the various cities of 


India, and partly also to the speech of the Honourable Mr. Crowe on the 
occasion of the Birthday Darbar. | 


17. We were, we believe, ¢the first on this side of India to recommend the 
} ae Government, in the exercise of their right of clemency, 
Remarks in connection to release Mr. Tilak from jail, as the law had been 
a release of Mr. B.G. amply vindicated by a long incarceration, which had 
Rést Goftér (115), 1ith t the time a prejudicial effect on his by no means — 
Sept., Eng. cols, strong constitution. The appeal made by Professor 
. | _ Max Muller, Sir W. Hunter and Sir M. M. Bhownag- 
gree to Her Majesty the Queen through the Secretary of State for India, 
to put a period to his imprisonment would have been promptly responded to, 
had it not been for the fact that, contrary toa solemn compact made that certain 
leaders of the Congress should have nothing whatever to do with the appeal, a 


name was smuggled in at the eleventh hour without its being brought to the ~ 
notice of the distinguished gentlemen whosigned the appeal. That Mr. Tilak |. 


was guilty of the charge which was brought home to him im the highest court of © aa 


law, we have not the slightest doubt in our own mind. But there were at — oe 
the same time many extenuating circumstances in his case, which entitled him 
to be treated on a quite different level from those who werealso like him ~— ; 


- deemed guilty of sedition, The Times of India is quite right in asserting that — 

the release of Mr. Tilak before the full period of the sentence passed upon him 

~ Tiad expired is wrong in principle. It may, however, be pointed out that the _ 
yppeal made by some of the distinguished. literati and statesmen of England _ 

vas based on clemency, and clemency alone, thereby flak: isi waned ic a 

ensions of some of the mischievous friends of Mr. 


A@ 
e 


. 
a 


etensions of some of the mischi ands of Mr. Tilak, who wanted to pose — 
m as a martyr, and who wished the British nation to believe that he wasin- — 
nt of the charge on which he was convicted and punished. Be that whatit 


ne may, the Government of Bombay have acted towards Mr, Tilak ina ‘ust and 


. generous spirit, and it is to be hoped that he will now turn over a new leaf and 
+ become a loyal and useful citizen. ENE EMRE 


18, Weare glad to hear of the oP eg ee pest we are 
: not in sympathy with his political c we are 
a. CHa rh ee rasieoa: toc oeeatt him with the best of motives in 
ete writing the incriminating articles. Rightly or wrongly 
Government considered his writings seditious and the Bombay High Court was 
of the same opinion. But now the majesty of the law has been fully -vindicated | 
- and Government having graciously opened the prison door and let Mr. Tilak walk 
out into freedom, its generosity willbe applauded through the length and 
breadth of the land and every Indian heart will join in the general chorus of 
praise. pe a se 


19. After fifty-one weeks of jail life Mr, Tilak has gained back his liberty 
scisittin #4). (Aube and we sincerely thank Government for the. same. 
sore Ur? °P* _'The event did not come upon the public quite as a 
surprise ; in fact, they were expecting it to happen for the past four months. 
_ But the end of a year, it now seems, must have been fixed by Government as the 
- tlimit for the confinement of Mr, Tilak ; for when that limit was almost reached 
‘Government took the initiative altogether independently, and after some pre- 
liminary negotiations issued a resolution setting Mr. Tilak at liberty at 9 p.m on 
Tuesday last. It is useless for the public to speculate as to the immediate, and 
‘what may be called also the accelerating,!cause of Mr. Tilak’s release. Whether 
it was some instructions: from home by the last mail, or @n urgent call for a 
reply to Professor MaxMuller’s petition, or the promptings of the Bombay Gov- 
ernment themselves, the result is equally agreeable; and we. hereby tender our 
most heartfelt thanks to Government for their act of generosity in releasing 
“Mr. Tilak. But even as Mr. Tilak has been saved, practically at least, four 
months of the life of misery and solitude, we are not disposed to regard it as such 
- a.small mercy as we could disregard. We can also clearly see that Govern- 
ment base their act upon a provision of the Criminal Procedure Code rather 
than upon a mere act of mercy, and we are glad that the fact of the libera- 
tion has thus been made more, acceptable to Mr. Tilak as a man. of honour. 
We congratulate Government upon the good sense and large-heartedness they 
_ have shown in this instance. Mr. Tilak has the satisfaction of seeing that 
it was ultimately by the triumph of English philanthropy and English sense 
of justice that he was released, though undoubtedly much later than was expected. 
_ Mr. Tilak’s troubles have been severe as also undeserved; but the lesson of 
his case is even for that reason all the greater. If Government may pride 
themselves upon the successful vindication of the majesty of thelaw in their 
favour, Mr, ‘Tilak has even something more majestic than this majesty of law 
to draw his comfort from. The world of facts and public opinion have borne him 
out as innocent ; and that is enough. He, however, never claimed any credit for 
martyrdom for himself. That isa phrase which ought to be reserved for self- 
sacrifice in struggles far mightier and fiercer. | 


20. The general public in India will acknowledge with gratitude the 

Indian Spectator (4), Vth . Clemency that Government have shown to Mr. Tilak 

Sept. sie ctiaatil te by releasing him six months earlier than he was en- 

Ee Pe titled to under Mr, Justice Strachey’s sentence. That 
the release of Mr, Tilak rs ly 
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| 2 causing any loss of 
. To us it seems that they < 
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and friends. Let.them not moot again the question of the justice or the injus- 4 
‘fice of the judgment and sentence passed upon him. ‘The demonstrations © © * 
In favour of Mr. Tilak before and after conviction and after release have 
‘valuable lessons to teach, and let us hope we shall all be the wiser forthem,.  —_. 
21. We rejoice heartily at Mr. Tilak’s release. One of the conditionson ~~ 
Gujare'ti (106), 11 Rene which he has been set free is, ;we understand, thathe = 
ag. cals. 7 Pr’ is not to take part in any demonstrations held in his. 
‘ honour. The condition itself, with the eloquent con- 
sciousness it implies, and the actual demonstrations of joy and rejoicing that 
_have taken place, are the most striking and remarkable commentary on the 
wisdom and cool statesmanship of the measures adopted last year. They suggest «| 
a host of reflections in our mind, but this is perhaps not the proper time to 979 
indulge in them. We will leave it to the future historian to pass his impartial ~~ 
judgment upon the whole policy that has gained ascendancy since the Conser- 
vative Ministry came into power. Those who choose to be still vindictive 
towards Mr, Tilak and his community are ‘at liberty to doso. Itistheirsacred 
vocation to abuse and vilify the people amongst whom they thrive and prosper. - 
But.it is a pleasure to us to find that Lord Sandhurst and Sir Charles Ollivant 
_. have at last, though 
obliterating-some of 


“more unjustly tried and more unjustly convicted. But Mr. Tilak has’ 4l- 
lowed himself to be made a martyr to “his: country’s cause by the rash 
‘conduct of his Government. In view, however, of the state of repentance in 
“which it has exhibited itself during tlie last few months, we are willing, as Lord 
Sandhurst himself sincerely wishes, to forget the past. Let the past bury its - 
‘dead. Let the Government turn over a new leaf. In fact, the sympathetic. © 


way in which Sir Charles Ollivant: spoke the other day of the resignation and 
fortitude of poor afflicted Poona—the sad victim of last year’s official wrath— — 
Was an index of that new departure, and we are glad that it has boldly taken 
the night and proper step to set Mr. Tilak free. For this mercy many thanks. 
But let us hope that there are no conditions attached to this release, and that 
a Tilak will not be hampered in his future movements as a free citizen of a 

. free State. | | 


23. We are glad to find that Government _ at last een he their 

ne error and have begun to set things right. Even Mr. 
eearak (20), Tath Sept, Justice Strachey’s Deptt contained areferencetothe — 
cme time, place and circumstances which turned Mr. Tilak’s 
offence into a serious crime. It would therefore be ridiculous to pretend that his  ~ 
- writings are intrinsically and absolutely disloyal, and that his release now would. 

encourage others to break the law with impunity. On the contrary, Mr. Tilak’s 
release will tend to relieve that tension of feelings between Europeans and = 
Natives which recent misunderstandings have doubtless created: Werequest 
Government to consider whether they cannot now set the unfortunate Natu 
brothers at full liberty. Every one will be thankful indeed, for it is not © 
congenial to the British sense of justice to hold people under restraint without 

trial, and a release, like every other desirable thing, is better late than never.” 


24, Tuesday evening, the 6th of September, was a red-letter dayinthehis- = 
; tory of the Deccan, and even in the history of the whole ~*~ 
Dnyan Prakash (3), 12th 4 Tndia for that matter. That day saw the long-wished- =... 3 
age for opening of the prison-doors to give to the people of 
-' Poona and of India Mr. Tilak after a confinement of exactly one year in Her + 
Majesty’s jail. All Poona was thrilled by the electric news that their Tilak had — 
actually returned home in comparatively good health, and even at that late 
hour of the night < P.M.) thousands of people thronged the thoroughfares 
leading to Sadashiv Peth. The whole town was astir by midnight and crowds ° 
sembled in the gompound of Mr. Tilak’s house to have'a look at and do honour 
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_ ‘was observed by thousands in Pcona as a day of national rejoicing and thanks- 
giving. ‘The city was extensively illuminated and native music was heard gaily . 
chanted in many of the principal thoroughfares and places of public worship. 
The people were evidently extremely thankful to the Government for having 

+ . granted the universal prayer of the people for the release of Mr. Tilak. The 
-.. game joyful proceedings were gone through in Bombay also ir many of the 

' principal chawls and public places. The genuine sympathy and appreciation 
thus spontaneously evinced by all classes of the community without a single 
discordant voice must have greatly gratified Mr. Tilak, and must have in’ great 

‘measure lightened the memory of his trials and sufferings in the jail. He was 
often visibly affected by the outbursts of sympathy showered upon him since - 
his release. What led immediately to the release of Mr. Tilak is yet shrouded 
in mystery. Various reports are current. Indeed thanks are principally due 
to Lord Sandhurst for his not having allowed petty questions of personal prestige 
to come in his way. We should, however, have been more glad to welcome 
this measure of justice on the Queen’s Birthday, when it could more. fit- 
tingly have been bestowed with greater elegance and grace. Better late, however, 
than never, and we heartily join in the general thanksgiving. It is perhaps 
too early to correctly analyse the causes which have led the people to welcome . 
back Mr. Tilak so enthusiastically. Of one thing, however, we are certain, 
and that is that no one in his inmost heart for a moment doubts the truth of his 
plea, which he boldly placed before Mr. Justice Strachey at his trial. When 

My. Justice Strachey asked him if he had anything to say, Mr. Tilak boldly 
maintained his innocence and protested that the incriminated passages “ were 

not written with any seditious intention and were not likely to produce that 
effect ; and I do not think they have produced that effect on the readers of the 
Kesar or would produce it on any intelligent Marathi reacers.’”’ These courage- 
ous words are believed to the letter throughout Marathi-speaking districts ; and 

the brave conduct of Mr. Tilak in suffering his unmerited sufferings like a man 


' '*is mainly responsible for the high admiration he has evoked from the people, 
both high and low. : 


25; The Government of Bombay have exercised their prerogative of mercy 


Indu Prakish (14), 12th and released Mr. Tilak from imprisonment. The libe- 

oe Ts it a ee ration of the heroic and patriotic editor of the Kesari 
Se and the Mahrdtta has been followed by rejoicings and 
demonstrations all over India of a kind which completely proves the unbounded 
popularity he enjoys—and enjoys deservedly—among all sections of his country- 
men. Except that he has been somewhat reduced in flesh he has lost nothing 

by his incarceration. On the other hand, his character has been vindicated anc 
even his bitterest enemies, who used to denounce him as a ‘demagogue’ or a 

‘ popularity-hunter,’ have come to recognise the intrinsic nobility of his mind 
and the disinterestedness of his motives. Well may his countrymen rejoice 
over his release and express, in every manner conceivable their admiration, 
their esteem, nay, their love for him to whom they have ever looked as a great 
champion of their interests and liberties. But look at the fineness of Indian 
character. Amidst their rejoicings, they have not forgotten the gracious Lady 
under whose regime the remission of Mr, Tilak’s remaining sentence has been 
ible. Some have worshipped the portraits of that august Sovereign, all have 
offered their blessings to her, There is a world of meaning conveyed through 
such expressions of gratefulness and Englishmen would do well to: ponder over 
it. What magic is there in the touch of a little kindliness—in a recognition 
_. of the inmost feelings of the subject populations! It is such acts of grace and 


_ Hindus, we noticed signs,of unwonted excitement on the morning of therelease. = 

On the top of the house was hoisted the familiar sign of the silk saree and 
the brass /ota, the house itself was gaily decorated, and on the outer verandah, 
in full view of the passers-by, were a small picture of Mr. Tilak anda larger — 
one of Her Majesty, both garlanded with flowers. We knew at once. what 
it all meant. This incident shows that the wild charge of widespread disaffec- 
tion and disloyalty recklessly hurled against the people en masse from time 
to time by a certain class of Anglo-Indians ay by some half-caste Natives 
cast in Anglo-Indian moulds is as malicious as‘ is untrue, and mischievous 
too, It shows further that, with nations as with individuals, a little kindness 
always goes a very long way. Weare lucky that the bad taste—to call it by 
no stronger term— which gloats over people’s misfortunes and insists upon its 
pound of flesh, is confined tc a narrow clique, and that it is not of hysterical 
shriekers who indulge in silly exhibitions of such bad taste that the Government 
is made. We share with Mr. Tilak the joy that he must naturally feel on his 
restoration to freedom, and we add our voice to the people’s in acknowledging 
the clemency of the Government in removing a man of his habits, pursuits 
and tastes from unworthy and uncongenial surroundings. 


27. It affords us the most unalloyed pleasure to find that His Excellency 
tinasiss Cs Sieh ea Lord Sandhurst has at last seen his way to crown the 
— 7: top and apex of the policy of beneficence whose found- 
. ation was laid in the mitigation of the severity of the plague rules in Bombay, 
by this act of large-hearted and generous magnanimity. It pained us to the 
very core of our hearts to find a Liberal nobleman like His Lordship lacking in 
the strength of his convictions and unhesitatingly and unblushingly subscribing 
to the policy of repression and retrogression dictated to him by his advisers. A 
change has now come over the spirit of his dreams and he has been manfully 
retracing his steps. The release of Mr. Tilak is a tardy measure of justice, but 
beggars cannot be choosers and it is not proper to look a gift horse in the mouth. 
Tardy as it is, we are all gratitude to Government for having at least extended 
to Mr. Tilak this small measure of justice. Whether he was a victim to a mis- 
carriage of justice is a question with which we are not at present concerned. 
But it was undoubtedly cruel to have torn him from his exalted position and 
compelled him to move and work like a common felon among criminals of the 
blackest dye. But regret howsoever we may, we cannot undo the past, and let 
us therefore rejoice in the reality of the present. Mr. Tilak has come chastened 
and purified. through the ordeal to which he was put, and he will find his 
countrymen prepared t> accord him a right loyal welcome on his return to the 
life over which he has shed such effulgent lustre—the public life consecrated to 
the public good. 


28. A correspondént writes:—The extremely prejudiced and vindictive 
manner in which the Bombay Government set to work 
Mahrdttu (7), 11th Sept. last year in connection with the Poona affairs has fill- 
ed our minds with horror and despair, and we little 
thought that the Government would show any goo? sense in the matter. The 
result of all that has been that one of our best men, of whom not only this vast 
Empire of India but any continent, for that matter, may feel legitimately proud 
has had to suffer in an Indian jail fora whole year. Life in a prison has become 
shorn of its indignity and degradation, from the fact that Mr. Tilak has honoured 
it. Such a prison-life and for such a cause! Oh the honour of it! But it is 
given only to very few people to become worthy of such distinctions. It is only 
such exemplary leaders of society that are pitched upon by our Government for 
such rare marks of honour. But let this pass. With intellectual attainments of - 
the very highest order, with a benevolent and loyal heart, he is surely one of 
our best and most reliable leaders. As gold comes out from fire but brighter and 
more precious, so is Mr. Tilak tous. He is a thousand times more dear to us now . 
than before. He has done the greatest. service in the shape of suffering to our, 
motherland. Who is there that is not now reasonably proud of him? — 


29. In its ineffable mercy and experience-begotten wisdom the Gov- 
eee : setae of Bombay has been pleased to release Mr. 
“Katser-e-Hind (112), 11th pita from jail, of course on the understanding that — 

Sept., Eng. cols. the unexpired period of his sentence would be put =~ 
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> head to talk rank disloyalty and preach disaffection. To the intrepid Mr. Tilak 
- .this condition must have seemed meaningless. For to him it would have 
mattered little whether the Government cared to release him now or at the 


’ 


_ all that depends on the spirit and progress of the times. To hold, therefore, 
_. the unexpired portion of his sentence in te,rorem over his devoted head is, in our 


of the past could allay. The bureaucrat, even when in the forgiving mood, never 

- forgets his so-called prestige and power—those ephemeral shibboleths born of 
ephemeral authority. To us it is a surprise, knowing well his character for fear- 
less independence, that Mr. Tilak should have at all consented tothe meaning- 
less arrangement. Possibly, his friends were anxious about his health and per- 
suaded him to agree to the trumpery condition which, whether made or not 
made, would make no difference with Government, having regard to the new Press 
laws. However, let us cry grace for this small mercy,.and by all means let the 
Government earn this cheap kudos to which political expediency has entitled it. 
Mr. Tilak’s unjust conviction (for we cannot forget that fact which every sub- 
sequent event since the date of the sentence has confirmed) will in due course 
be forgotten; and we may leave it to History to record its impartial verdict 
how an alien Government, after having failed to understand the sentiments and 
feelings of a patient, law-abiding and docile population, erred in an important 
administrative function, while in a condition of panic, and in a most unstates- 
manlike manner embarked on a career of prosecution against an unoffending 
press, charging it with sedition which existed only in its own imagination. 
And now let us drop the curtain over this unfortunate act. 


30. We are glad that now at least, owing to the release of Mr. Tilak, 
people will be convinced of the Government’s sense of 
justice. They will also see that the rumours in con- 
‘ nection with the visit of the Honourable Mr. Nugent 
to Mr. Tilak in jail and such other matters were quite groundless. 


Dnya'nodaya (13), 15th 
Sept. 


31, The cordial weicome given by the people to Mr. Tilak on his release from 
eS prison shows that the people hold him in high esteem 
Sager des (106), 110 age notwithstanding his conviction fon a charge of sedition. 

This is certainly to be deplored and is injurious to the mutual welfare of the 

rulers and the ruled. Generally speaking people have confidence in the dispen- 

sation of justice under Government, but they have not approved of the decision 
given by the High Court and the opinion expressed by Government in the 

Tilak case on the basis of a far-fetched interpretation of the section of the Indian 

Penai Code. It is therefore natural that they should ebserve the day of his 

release with great eclat and rejoicing. His Excellency Lord Sandhurst deserves 
great praise for showing mercy to Mr. Tilak without the least regard for the 
mistaken opinions of Europeans, and we trust that Government will be careful 
in future before prosecuting any person on a charge of sedition, as it is not good 
_ that,there should be any difference of opinion between the Government and the 
people in cases of that sort. : 


Svadesh Bandhu (189), 


14th Sept. lity and graciousness of heart by releasing Mr. Tilak 


and the whole Native population is delighted on that 
account. It is pleasing to note that the people should show their regard for 
| such a patriotic citizen, but we cannof help saying that this.must be done 
© ~- within certain limits. he | 


‘ 33, Whatever might be the immediate cause of Mr. Tilak’s release, it 
a i ‘ought to be admitted that he has ultimately triumphed 
be: seg edi yay% (18), in what he held from the beginning. It is to his 
err ses  eredit that the. same Government which only a year 
* ago thought it dangerous to allow a man like Mr. Tilak to remain at large, and 

had to strain allits nerves to secure his conviction, is now convinced. of his 

mocence. All the while Mr. Tilak’s attitude has been the same, and we may 


o practical effect any day that that masterful entity of Poona again raises his _ 


expiration of the sentence passed by the Court. And as to his future behaviour, 


opinion, another piece of that official obduracy which not all the bitter experience 


382, Whatever may be the cause of Mr. Tilak’s release, there is not the 
least doubt that the Government has evinced its nobi-: 
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say without fear of contradiction that the Government was quite mistaken in - 
the view it took of the state of things last year. [The paper quotes in another — 
place certain songs chanted by some melas (singing bands) at Baroda in praise. 
of Mr. Tilak’s courage, industry and patriotism, holding him asan example 
fit to be imitated by the youth of the day.] ee 


$4, The Bhimsen ea ie Colonel Rhodes on the.remission of the 

: capital sentence passed on him and on his re-employ- 
Bhimeen (124), 15th Sept. nent in the British army, compares the alee af 
Colonel Rhodes and Mr. Tilak and comes to the conclusion that the latter 
was more severely dealt with in proportion to his crime than the former and 


that the clemency shown to Mr. Tilak is nothing when compared with the 
favour shown to Colonel Rhodes. 


35, Had it not been for the notice which Government took of the writings 
Poona Vaibhav (77), 16th of Mr. Bal Gangadhar Tilak, he would not have be- 
Sept. si )» come so famous, and it is therefore meet that the 
people should shower their commmendations rather 
on Government than on Mr. Tilak. There are many men possessed of Mr. 
Tilak’s qualities and it is to be hoped that the kind British Government will 
by its actions bring them into similar prominence. 


36. It was because Government had anticipated a strong outpour of the 
ar ‘ o — people’s jubilant feelings at the release of Mr. Tilak 
g a « Punch (49), loth that they made it a condition with him that he should 
: not be present at any such demonstration. Mr. Tilak 
is now receiving congratulatory letters and telegrams from every part of the 
country. Nearly 20,000 people had gone to see him after his release. It is 
because of the Government’s unjustifiable persecution of Mr. Tilak that he is so 
much honoured everywhere. Had it not been for its uncalled for prosecution 
of Mr. Tilak, people belonging to different castes and religions and residing far 
away from him would not have lent aid to his cause. 


37. All India is jubilant over the release of Mr. Tilak. It is welcome 
news, indeed, that the man for whom every educated 
Dhureen (39), 12th Sept. Native was pining throughout the last year, and 
whose imprisonment had deprived the Maharashtra of its leader, is now given 
liberty. Though Mr. Tilak was adjudged guilty by a blind Judge like Mr. 
Justice Strachey and by a jury consisting of persons quite ignorant of . the 
Marathi language, he was, in the eyes of the people, quite innocent and there- 
fore respectable. People had expected that after the excitement of the moment 
was over the Government. would regain its peace of mind and liberate Mr. Tilak, | 
Efforts were made in this direction by Natives as well as Europeans, but, strange 
to say, they were long unheeded. On the contrary, Government took pride 
in gagging the press and disregarding public opinion, We entirely disagree 
with the view of some people who hold that the Government has laid the people 
under deep obligations by releasing Mr. Tilak. We do not think they have 
shown any respect for public opinion by taking this step, The Government, 
being convinced of the purity of Mr. Tilak’s conduct, has repented and set him 
free. The duty of the people now lies in returning Mr. Tilak to the municipality 
and to the Legislative Council and in affording him an opportunity for again 
serving the country. This may be done by inducing some of the present 
members to resign and make room for Mr. Tilak. 


38, We see nothing objectionable in the delight expressed by our numerous 
contemporaries on account of Mr. Tilak’s release and 
ee (138), 15th ico share with them in their delight, but we warn 
* | them not to overdo the thing lest Mr. Tilak might 
have to exclaim “ Save me from my friends!’’ Mr. Tilak’s release is due to the 
clemency of Government:and he has already thanked them for it, and we 
do not think our contemporaries have any reason to rb this fact and — 
indulge in mysterious writings which are likely to create bad impression about 
Government amongst ignorant people. ie 


~~ 89. The conviction of Mr, Tilak caused widespread regret in the country 
em 118), / 2nd. attempts were made, not only by the natives of 
11th Sopt ad Times (118) India but also by Sir William Wedderburn and other 
| : well-wishers of India in England, to secure his release, 
and it is gratifying that the British Raj has at last shown, by releasing 
Mr, Tilak, that it is just as well.as merciful. The rejoicings of the people in 
honour of the occasion show that the esteem in which Mr. Tilak was held before 
has not abated in the least. 


40. We venture to think that every one in Sind will heavea sigh of 
: : relief when he learns that Mr. Tilak has beenfestored 
iene (196), 10th Sept, to freedom. We remember perfectly well liow in- 
save tensely people yearned to know the proceedings of the 
Tilak case even here and how they were disappointed and chagrined wlien they 
heard of his conviction and sentence. Now the public must thank the Govern- 
ment for their kind and merciful act—for merciful it must be called—as it was 
rumoured that Mr. Tilak kept poor health for the last few days. : 


41. A.contributor of the Jam-e-Jamshed, in his weekly notes, observes :— 
es Feussiad (1D. Vk Tilak has been released and has joined his family, but 
“piepelaraageeg (139), 17th the Times of India has lost its patience. It says that 
ae oe Tilak has promised to take no part in’ the demonstra- 
tions that may take place in honour of his release. If I had been-Tilak, I would 
have preferred to pass the remaining six months in jail. Can Mr. Tilak smile in 
his own chamber with closed windows or is he precluded from doing even that? 
Can his family people have bunting in front of their door? Is orjis not Mr. 
Tilak bound to stuff his ears against the sound of trumpet in the streets? All 
these are important questions. As Government have bound Mr. Tilak not to 
take part in the popular rejoicings on his account, undoubtedly they antici- 
pated that there would be public rejoicings. What would Government lose if 
the people rejoiced? The rejoicings would, on the contrary, imply that Gov- 
ernment did a very good act. But everything depends on the views one has, 


42. It is just possible that the present policy of the Bombay Government 
a ee eke eee in regard to Mr. Tilak and Poona is the result of the 
Sept. aja Bandhu (114), 11th good counsels of such an able and experienced Council- 
lor as the Honourable Sir Charles Ollivant, who is. 
acquainted with the manners and customs of the natives of India. It appears 
that Government have seen their mistake in taking hasty steps on account of the 
Poona tragedy and have been convinced after the trial of Damodar Hari 
Chapekar that the educated Natives asa class are not at all disloyal, as at 
one time they thought them to be. ae | 


43. A telegram says that a large public. meeting was held in the theatre 

7 - at Satara to thank Government for their generosity in 

_ Public meetings and rejoi- releasing Mr. Tilak. The meeting was presided over 

cings in connection with the hy the well-known pleader, Mr. R. P. Karandikar, and 
release of Mr. B. G. Tilak. "£5 . : : 

rdita (7). in another meeting in the same theatre, just after 
Mahréita (7), 11th Sept. ! J 

: the first meeting was over, a letter of sympathy and 

congratulation was adopted and directed to be sent to Mr. Tilak on behalf of 


the Satdra public. The second meeting was presided over by Mr. Balvantrao 
Kelatkar. | 


44, A public meeting of the inhabitants of the Abrama village, in the 
Debi Vira (1 81). 16th Jalalpur Taluka of the Surat District, was held last 
“ (101), Thursday, under the presidency of Mr, Nichhabhai 
Dajibhai, in honour of the release of Mr. Tilak, at 


which suitable speeches were made, thanks tendered to Government and an 


address voted to Mr. Tilak. The Broach correspondent of the Bhimsen reports 
» that soon after the news of the release of Mr. Tilak was’ received in that city, a- 
» meeting ofa certain local club was convened by the secretary and a tea-party 
_ given to celebrate the occasion: ae PU oe gi 


Ps 


45. ‘The correspondents of the Shri Saydjt Vijaya and the Deshabhakta ~ 

report that a meeting was held in the library of | 

Shri Saydji Vee (116), Vaso (in Baroda State) on the 11th September in 

(108) ary Se shabhakta honour of Mr. Tilak’s release, when thanks were offered 

, spt.; Deshe ; ‘ ‘ oe 

Métra (131), 15th Sept. to Government for their having shown him mercy, 
ee wishes were expressed for Mr. Tilak’s long life and 
cheers were given for His Highness the Gaikwar. The Bh4vnagar correspondent 

of the Desht Métra reports that the Deccanis of that city held a similar gather- 
ing on Saturday, the 10th September. 


46. The Native Opinion publishes letters from various places giving 
Native Opinion (16). Usth 2CCOURtS of the demonstration which took place there 
Sept. ive Cpinion (16), 19th in honour of Mr. Tilak. It makes mention of the - 
distribution of sweets by the clerks serving in the 
G. I, P. Railway Workshops at Parel. It is stated: that Hindus, Parsis, 
_ Musalmans and even Christians took part in the festivities without any con- 
siderations of caste or creed. At Bhusaval, the paper states, a public meeting, 
presided over by a Parsi gentleman named Framji Edalji, congratulated 
Mr. Tilak on his release, and after it was over the people formed themselves 
into a big procession. preceded by bands of musicians and proceeded to the 
temple of Rama with Mr. Tilak’s portrait ina palanquin. A letter from 
Amraoti gives a brief account of the public meeting held in this connection in 
Shri Lakshmi Narayan temple, at which it was resolved that a letter should be 
written to Mr. Tilak congratulating him on his release and inviting him for the 
palkhi procession of the god Lakshmi Narayan which the people had vowed in 
the event of his release. 


47, A Panvel correspondent writes a short letter, describing how the news 


Le, : of Mr. Tilak’s release reached Panvel at 6 o’clock in the 
Pid —, (47), 10th evening, and how after various individual expressions 


of joy in the form of distribution of sweetmeat, letting 
off of crackers, &c., a meeting of about one thousand people was held that very 
evening in the Rama Mandir (Rama’s temple) and expression was given to the 
people’s feelings of gratefulness to the Government. 


. 


48. A correspondent from Baroda writes:—Three extras, each time su 
: oe plying fresh information to the people, were issued on 
8 Native Opinion (16), 11th Wednesday from the Sayaji Vijaya Press. The pro- 
- | prietor also made a grand demonstration in celebration 
of Mr. Tilak’s release. People on their part expressed their joy in various 
ways. Sweetmeat was distributed in such abundance that it could not be had 
at even the largest shops: in the city. There is no doubt that credit must be 
given to the Shri Saydji Vijaya newspaper for having largely contributed. to the 
people’s admiration for Tilak in this part of the country by writing sensible 
articles and supplying the latest information. 


49, The papers of Ratndgiri received the messages of Mr. Tilak’s release 
at about 8 a.M.on Wednesday morning. Immediately 
Bakul (25), 11th Sept» — gytrag were issued from the various presses and the 
news spread to the remotest corners of the city. People began to give expres- 
sion to their joy in various ways. Some distributed sweetmeat, some raised 
triumphal poles (gudis), some shop-keepers flung into the streets eatables ~~ 
such as dried dates, almonds, &c., and some sang the praises of Tilak. A © 
few philanthropists distributed rice to the poor. Atmnight there were illu- - 
minations all over the city, as is the case inthe Diwali holidays. In the 


temples there were songs of melas and kirtans going on. We have only to~ ; ‘ 


bring to the notice of the superior authorities the conduct of a policeman by 


. 


here in plain clothes todisturb the people. We do not understand why this busy- : 


name Matondkar, who had no business to leave off his plague duty and come — ae 


‘body should have interfered when his superiors were present on the occasion and _ : 


1en ‘al policemen were appointed to watch the proceedings. We also 
been } aa a notification by Mr. Hari Ganesh Godbole, Head Master of  . 
the local High School, pro ibiting the High School students from taking any 
active part in the celebrations. oe 

con 57]—6 


60. Mr. Tilak seems to be extremely popular and the people are sure to 
ae A Bika sd\ oth thank Government for his release, which was the 
gg vamsher Bahadur(1*), 9h topic of the day last Wednesday at Ahmedabad, and 
i as the Deccanis paraded in some of the streets in a pro- 
cession that evening, distributed sweets and praised Government. [Almost 
all the papers in the Deccan are full of accounts of the rejoicings of the 
people in consequence of Bal Gangadhar Tilak’s release from jail. The 
Tejoicings are stated to have generally taken the form of public meetings assem- 
bled to congratulate Tilak and thank Government, illuminations of hotises and — 
streets, singing of the Ganpati melas (bands), street processions, distribution of | 
betel leaves, betel-nut, sweets, &c. The Sudhdkar of Pen in the Koldba District 
states that. all Government and private schools in that city were closed on 
‘Wednesday as a mark of honour to Mr. Tilak.] | | 


51. A correspondent recommends that as Mr. Tilak under conditions 

ae entered into by him cannot personally take part in 
Gurdkht (44), 17th Sept. —_ any demonstration in his honour, the people in Bom- 
bay should organise a procession of his portrait. . | 


52. To a representative of the Sudha’rak, Mr,:Tilak made, among others, 
the following remarks about accommodation, religious 
An interview with Mr. 8. instruction and cleanliness in jails and the universal 
G. Tilak on accommodation, sympathy felt for him :—Asked about his accommo- 
religious instruction and dation in the jail, hesaid he was kept in the European 
cleanliness in jails. : SA | 
-Dnya’n Praka’sh (3), 12th Ward and so was given a room 10 by 15 feet. ‘There was 
Sept. a stone plinth covered up with planks which served as 
the bedstead. The bed consisted of three blankets. 
. He hadto wear prison uniform. At Yerrowda Jail his room was free from bugs and. 
lice, but he had learnt that the large barracks engaged by the prisoners abound- 
edin them. Though the walls of these barracks were very clean, the bugs came 
from the rafters and the roofing. There being no light in the barracks, it is 
not possible for the prisoners to catch hold of the bugs and kill them. The 
Native prisoners are supplied. with two blankets and have to lie down in a row 
in the barracks. When plague broke out in Bombay, Mr, Tilak suggested to 
the doctor that the blankets should be washed in carbolic acid solution, which 
was accordingly done ; but he was not sure for how many months they had gone 
unwashed before that. All cleanliness in the prison is but superficial, and the 
cleanliness of the place is like the cleanliness of a metalled road properly swept © 
clean, and clean food simply meant food containing no uneatable substance. 
Asked if prisoners could not be more kindly treated, Mr. Tilak said in some 
eases it was not possible to be lenient, as he had himself personally seen a 
fellow receive as many as forty stripes and laugh and mimic and abuse the Saheb 
as soon as he was released. Withsuch exceptions, however, the generality of the 
prisoners were all mild and tractable beings and deserving of kinder treatment. 
He did not see why high class Natives should not be given the same kind of 
privileges as are enjoyed by their European colleagues. In England all political 
prisoners and prisoners who are so only for advocating certain views and theories 
are considered as first-class misdemeanants and are allowed to purchase 
their tobacco, wine and clothing. He did not see why similar arrangements 
should not be made here in India on the lines of the rules observed in England. 
Mr. Tilak said he meant to send an application to the Government in this 
matter. In Bombay, Christian missionaries always came to preach, but in 


_. Poona one missionary had latterly come every Thursday to preach to the 


Christian convicts. He never saw any other religion preached there by any 


other persons. As prisoners are strictly prohibited from talking to each other, 


- It is impossible for any prisoner to advise and bring round any of his brother-. 
- eonvicts, The official and non-official visitors to the jail serve no useful pur- 
_.. ‘pose whatever, for they never direct their attention to the sleeping accommoda- 
_ tion and other kindred matters. ‘Besides, the prisoners have learnt to believe 

_ that complaints mado to these visitors are perfectly useless so far as redress is 
Concerned. ‘When these visitors pay a visit to the jail, two warders announce 
me tact to the convicts and enquire if any one has any complaint to make. 

: Est Tnngh at the xequest, for they .know no redress is to be 
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rules in the prisons. There ought to be religious books kept there, as some — 
would like to read them. One asked Mr. Tilak for a copy of Ramyijaya. . Bit 
unless some rich person takes it into his head to supply the books, or unless the ~~ 
. Government makes a special grant for the piinatiines of such books, it is — 

not possible to establish libraries in jails, Mr. Tilak said that responsibility 
must be properly realised of confining together such a large number of 
prisoners and some provision must be made for their spiritual welfare... 
The premises a:.d walls and the furniture in the prison are kept quite clean, 

But unfortunately cleanliness is not. observed in regard to the bodies of the pri- 
soners. The latter hardly bathe once a fortnight. There was, in fact, net 
enough water in the jail. Mr. Tilak used to bathe once a day at first, but after 

his dysentery he took a bath only on alternate days, The clothing of the prisoners 

is not washed even once in four months and consequently aboundsin lice. Asia 
rule once a week jhree vithas (nuts) ora piece of washing soap are given to 
each prisoner fo™washing clothes on each Sunday in the small quantity of 
water allowed. It is an offence to wash clothes more often! Lastly, Mr. Tilak 
gratefully acknowledged the most valuable sympathy and help which he uni- 
formly received from all parties irrespective of differences of religion or opinions 

or creed. He said some of his queer experiences in the Kolhapur Defamation Case 

. were accentuated in this case also. But he found it impossible to make any 

the humblest return to hundreds of gentlemen who ata critical juncture ren- 
dered him unspeakable service. The Defence Fund amounted to Rs. 53,000, out 

of which about Rs. 9,000 remained undisposed of. Mr. Tilak said this balance 
would be disposed of according to the wishes of the leading men from the differ- 

ent places which contributed to the fund. | 


53. , In an article on “ Anarchism and India,” the Indu Prakash writes :— 
From a statement made by one of the dacoits arrested 

in the Nasik District it will be seen that the dacoits 
“were temnted to take to their present course of de- 


Request to Government to 
enquire into the causes of the 
dacoities recently committed 


in different parts of the predation by famine and the usurious practices of 


Bombay Presidency. the money-lenders to whom they were driven by the 
R = Prakash (1%), 15th demands of Government for land revenue, The anar- 

ii chists in Europe are also propelled by want of food to 
do such heinous acts as regicide. In India the people are naturally very loyal 
to their rulers, but if the pinch of poverty gets more severe, it is quite within 
the range of possibility that they may be driven to worse acts than robbery and 
dacoity. It is therefore of vital importance that Government should tho- 
roughly investigate into the causes of the dacoities and remedy them as soon as 


possible. 


54. There can be little doubt that the public at large will heartily welcome 
EG ae the announcement made by Government that the sys- 
PRpro va) of the new piag ne tem of quarantine, detention and passes is to be aban- 
ka S, : Pearce aah doned, and that a strict medical examination, accom- 
the system of detention and panied by a system of disinfection of clothing and sur- 
passes, veillance in the case of people coming from badly in- 
g Indian Spectator (4), 11th faceted places, is to be substituted for it as soon as all the 
1 arrangements necessary for the purpose are eompleted. 
Public opinion has decidedly pronounced itself in favour of the change so resolv- 
ed upon. In the beginning, indeed, when only one or two towns are affected, it 
ight be possible to strictly confine the epidemic within the area originally 
attacked. But once the plague has given us theslip, the detention and quaran- 
tine measures become more and more incomplete, and therefore more and more 
ineffectual and irritating. And when, as in our presidency, the plague has. 
firmly taken hold of numerous centres, it is almost . impossible to shut up com- § @ 
munication between place and place, and all efforts in the direction end in a a 
good deal of inconvenience and irritation, and also a good deal of-tyranny by == 
the petty underlings whom the system makes itnecessary to vest with large 


powers. Without condemning in theory the principle of quarantine and segre- 
gation, we can therefore now at least, whon plague is not confined to our own 
presidency only, heartily approve of the resolution arrived at by Government, _ 
of abandoning it wholésale.. Another important announcement of Govern- 


ment’s intentions ve: plague measures in Bombay is that the island of Salsettie a 


Ahe city and its suburbs will now become free. 


‘ Sept., Eng. cols. 


is tobe the limit of Bombay for plague purposes, so that intercourse between 


e 


55. Weare giad that the suggestions of the Chamber of Commerce have 
LES Se he been so promptly responded to by Government. The 
ge ative Opinion (16), 11th ublic ought to be thankful io His Excellency Lord 
Sept., Eng. cols. . 3 f ° -¢ ee y 
Che andhurst for promulgating his decision as to what 
turn the new regulations will take. Government have done well in giving 
publicity to the intended ge Jee cmy and the public will acquiesce in«them all, 
excepting the disinfection of clothing, which involves as a natural corollary to it 
detention, sometimes for twelve or even more hours and considerable hardship 
and annoyance. Government may even well stop it as it has been found 
‘hat infection lies in the place and not in the persons or the clothing, as the 
new kiln process of disinfection clearly points out. 


56. The Government deserve the apg of the publi for por making 

certain changes in their former plague policy. That 
a tyne) oe ae bie eae given a fair ant parkas an unduly 
| ong trial and it has been found wanting. A radical 
change which would minimise the possibilities of harassment and lighten the 
financial burden was a supreme necessity, and we are glad to see that the 
Government have recognised it. If only they will do away with the costly 
machinery of European doctors, impress upon the executive officers the duty 
of observing no race distinctions between Europeans and Natives, come’ to 
the help of those municipalities who have been almost reduced to bankruptcy 
and do all in their power to encourage inoculation among the masses, there 


‘ will be very little left in their policy to make it as perfect as human agency 


and human means can: make it. This is not a heavy demand to make and we 
are sure the Government will grant it. In the meantime we assure the Gov- 
ernment that the public will fully appreciate their good motives and’ co- 
Operate with them to reduce, as far as possible, the distress that will be caused 

by a fresh recrudescence in Bombay and elsewhere. 


57. Our experience of the plague for the last two years has convinced us 

: of the thorough uselessness of quarantine and deten- 

Deshabhakia (105), 15th tion camps in checking the spread of the epidemic 

Sept., Eng. cols, nea : Pp ’ 

and it is well that His Excellency Lord Sandhurst’s 

Government has announced its intention of thoroughly overhauling the prevail- 

ing plague regulations at an early date. Lord Sandhurst’s salutary reforms 

in the plague administration will mean unbounded joy to the people at large, 
who shudder at the very mention of quarantine. 


58. The loud complaints raised by the people against plague operations 
ee , have, after a pretty long time, induced the Bombay 
Pay are ‘ h Pigg mae Government to consider the question of the abolition of 
| gi AL) the pass system and the detention of persons in camps. 
: Thus there is a likelihood of people not having to 
suffer from obnoxious plague measures, but they must not be overjoyed by this 
piece of hews, until they are convinced that the new plague policy proves 
really beneficial. The proposed measures are decidedly better than the present 
ones, but it is necessary for the authorities to make the rule about the disinfec- 
tion of clothes more explicit. The people must thank the Supreme Government 
for the new plague policy, as they were the first to direct the Bombay Govern- 


ment to abolish the system of detention. [The Akhbdr-c-Isidm is glad to learn 


that Government contemplate making certain changes in the plague measures, 
and hopes that the people will have some relief from the new plague policy.] 


gave a peace proof of his sympathy with the Poona 
i 


people by being present on last Wednesday at the 
meeting of the volunteer plague workers and the 
general phic the city held 


though the. kindest and the most sympathetic, did not yet go beyond the 
limits of well-turned sentences embodying general common-places with which 
every one was only too familiar. The volunteers, whom His Excellency 
-met in the Library Hall that day, were surely not imported from any- 
where outside Poona after the Rand or Lamb regime. But it was reserved 
for a Colonel Creagh to find them out and work with their aid, so that they 
ultimately came to be recognised by His Excellency as useful men, redeeming 
the honour and reputation of that very community of Poona in whose face the 
name of ‘obstructionists’ was so insultingly hurled a few days back. His 
Excellency did not go beyond paying compliments ail round in the meeting. 
Perhaps he had reserved the discussion and enunciation of the new scheme of 
piague measures for the select few who could be more conversant in plague affairs, 
for we see that a recent notification promising radical reforms in the plague 
policy followed closely upon the heels of the speech in the Library meeting. 
On the whole, the public were highly pleased with His Excellency’s con- 
fidence-inspiring and sympathetic visit to the Poona people, and we express 


hearty thanks to His Excellency, on behalf of the Poona public, for the kind 
interest he has again begun to take in Poona affairs, | 


60. The value of the British soldier, as a plague searcher, received a 


gina a Oe re tribute of praise from R&éo Bahddur Sathe. We 
‘dur Sache’s statement abont 0 not wish to detract from that tribute so far as 
the familiarity of the people the speaker is concerned, especially because it is the 
of Poona with BSritish first thanksgiving offering that the Rdéo Bahddur 


ldiers. ; 
my (20), 12th Sept. laid at the foot of the Throne; but beyond this 


Pages we wish to protest against the thoughtless way in 

i which he spoke about the familiarity of the people 
of Poona with the British soldier. The people will rather not have him, 
and would prefer. gentlemen volunteers or volunteers from Native regiments 
under the control of sympathetic military heads of administration. The newly 
created Rao Bahadur is at perfect liberty to court any honours he pleases, but 
he will do well not to speak in the name of the people and compromise their 
position. The people of Poona will reject the offer of the British soldiers and 
will be glad if Natives only are employed under efficient control. 


61. We wish to enter our emphatic protest against one remark which Mr. 
| : _ 8B.G.Sathe is reported to have made when proposing 
Pica Prakash (3), 12th 4 vote of thanks to His Excellency. Mr. Sathe is re- 
ane | ported to have referred to “the good work being done 
by the soldiers in the city,’ and said that they had learned now to understand 
them and were not afraid. It was simply absurd on the part of Mr. Sathe to 
have made these uncalied for remarks and we can assure him that he did not 
carry with him the sense of his audience when he made them. No reference had 
ever been made in the previous proceedings to soldiers and their work, and 
Mr. Sathe displayed very bad taste in specially bringing that much debated 
point in a general thanksgiving meeting. We would have passed over the 
incident in silence in view oi the clear deciaration made by Sir Charles Ollivant 
and His Excellency himself at the last Legislative Council meeting; but we 
have thought it desirable to give a flat contradiction to the sentiment expressed 
by Mr. Sathe to remove a misconception which some people might fall into, 
particularly because the Times of India has tried to make capital out of the 
remark in its telegraphic summary. [Several other papers of Poona express 
similar sentiments. | : 2 


62, ‘The plague in Karachi is now speedily on the decline. The best 
thanks of the people are due to the authorities for the 


Plague and the plague energetic exertions which they made for getting the 
expenditure at Karachi. lacue under control, which now promise to be 
Cardchi Ohronicle (5), llth pans . P 


Sept crowned with conspicuous success. These effortssome- = = 4 

3 | times ran counter to the prejudices and susceptibili- ~~ ~ 
ties of the people, but it could not well have been helped. Government was e 
perfectly right in adopting the measures 1t devised to rid the place of the plague 
and the success which has attended those measures fully justified their adoption. — 
con 571—7 : < 
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, . Bat the plague having now been nearly vanquished, we think the time has come 


when the plague expenditure might. be a good: deal curtailed and. the Malix 
camp dispensed with, . 13 


68, As all the measures hitherto taken by Government and the Bombay 

Municipality to “tte the spread of the plague 

Request to the authorities epidemic have failed, we request them to try the anti- 

to give atrial to Professor ylasue powder prepared by Professor Gajjar, about 
Gajjar’s anti-plague powder. h awe . 4 intents’ Goi 

Bhimsen (124), 15th Sept. Whose abilities as a good chemist and scientist Gov- 

: ernment have now received ample proof in the suc- 


cessful manner in which he has removed the stains on the Queen’s statue at 


Bombay. 


64. The whitewash of a building to be.the subject of a Government 
| resolution ? This is sftrely the triumph of red-tapism. 
Comments on the Govern- Elsewhere we reproduce a Government resolution in 
a eerie eho, the Educational Department which corrects an alleged 
e statement made by the A 5 
Honourablo Mr. Chandavar. misstatement by the Honourable Mr. Chandavarkar 
kar at the last meeting of the and repeated by the Honourable Mr. Mehta about the 
Bombay Legislative Council jnability of Government this year to afford the neces- 
about the whitewashing ot the sary money for the annual whitewash of the Elphin- 
vhinstone College, Bombay. | ve we 
Mahvdtta (7), llth Sept, Stone College building. We cannot but deprecate the 
| entire spirit with which Mr. Giles has got a Government 
resolution to be published simply to throw discredit on the remarks of Mr. 
Chandavarkar. We do not know if Government thought it could prove its 
solvency by seeking to falsify Mr. Chandavarkar in such an insignificant detail. 
The very fact that Government seeks strength in the defence of such petty 
positions only serves to emphasise the allegation that it is on the brink of insol- 


vency and is mentally very unsound and distracted. 


65. It is very desirable that the Queen’s statue should be removed from 


hicanidllen te vanies tie its present out-of-the-way position and placed in the 


Queen’s statue in Bombay 


more frequented part of the may be less chance of its being mutilated or disfigured 


city, again by any badmashes, The proposed locality is 
Sep _— (139), 14th Hest suited for the purpose as it is frequented by 


passers by from early morning to very late in the 
evening. ‘The work of removal, no doubt, involves the question of cost, but 


-it is very probable that if the removal be sanctioned, liberal personages like His 


Highness the Gaikwar or the present Sheriff of Bombay will come forward to 
bear the necessary expenditure. | 


66. The inhabitants of the town of BijApur are extremely sorry to hear 
transfer of Mr. G. p. the news that Mr. G. D. Panse, the District Collector, 
Panse, District Collector, has been transferred tothe Kaira District. He worked 
Bijapur. hard during the last famine to mitigate the sufferings 


Karna'tak Vaibhav (174),' of the poor and hence they feel his separation so 


; 


67. The Broach Mitra is glad to hear that K han Bahddur Ratanji Edalji 


| Kanga, Deputy Collector of Broach, is to be appointed 
Praises of Khan Bahadur Assistant to the Commissioner, N. D., and says that 
no ny Pag wea De- he has made himself. popular at Broach and that he has 
P Eroack” Mitra (126), 14th been the first Native to get this responsible post. The 
Sept. paper hopes that Mr. Kanga will make himself 


popular at Ahmedabad also. 
_, 68. We are glad to learn that the Hyderabad Bar have at last, thanks to 
Alleged insulting behaviour 


*/" pleaders practising in their Magistrates. They called a meeting on Monday last 


=... Prabhat (196), 10th Sept., 
sore as in : im cols. : ee a ee cS ae a 


a ‘but as there was no quorum’‘it has been postponed to 


ui 
igs’ 


open and more frequented space in front of the Vic- | 
from its present place to a toria Terminus of the G. I P. Railway, so that there | 


os Page, been aroused toa sense of their -dignity 
BS geeaate ‘strates at #20 made up their mind not to sleep over the ill 
oe By cited Bie) See usage they are subjected to at the hands of certain 


to consider what steps should be taken to have a stop 
_ put to Mr. Page’s insulting behaviour towards them, 


eR 


<p Yess 


Suggestion to give promo- 69. The Dnydn Prakash publishes & COrrespon- 
tion to the Chief Constable of dent’s letter, in which the writer states that the Chief 
Khatév (Sitdra)> who is su, Constable of Khatév in the Sétéra District, named 
<7 nl a a aes property Ramchandra Bal Savant, has arrested with great 
from them with great pluck, pluck some dacoits with stolen property, and recom- 

Inya'n Praka'sh (40), 15th mends the Chief Constable for honourable mention 


Sept. and promotion. 


, Legislation, 


70. The indignation which has been prevalent for months past in the 

f : metropolis of the Empire against the utterly retro- 
Public meeting held at grade piece of municipal legislation which the late 
rey i to protest agamet ‘Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal mischievously left 
e Calcutta Municipal Bill . “abies ag 2 ee 
and the nature of the Bil] Dehind him to foist on the Calcutta Corporation in 
itself. ' supersession of the Act at present in force, found 
Champion (2), 11th Sept, complete vent on Wednesday week at the monster 


meeting in the Town Hall under the presidency 


‘of a wealthy Zamindar and rate-payer, Raja Binai Krishna. It was cer- 


tainly a representative meeting of the rate-payers, whose best interests 
are threatened by the new Bill. To reduce the representatives of the rate- 
payers to automata, with their hands tied down, so as to be powerless to 
promote the civic welfare, and to vest the actual executive management in the 
hands of a dozen aliens, mere birds of passage, hardly in touch with the wants 
and wishes of those whose interests they are wane to watch and preserve, 
is simply to bring the very principles of local self-government into ridicule, 
For that matter Sir Alexander Mackenzie might have done the manlier act of 
repealing - the existing Act by one stroke of the pen and instituting in its place 
an oligarchy of twelve white Brahmins, with all the absolute powers of 
Dictators-General. That might have been a bold but straightforward and 
honest procedure to adopt instead of the sneaking and miserable one that he 
actually introduced—the same which was so justly denounced and condemned. 
by the public meeting. Look at the absurdity of the whole thing! Those who 
contribute least to the municipal revenues are to be made masters of the 
situation in order that they may keep enslaved the majority who contribute 
the largest amount to the municipal funds! Was ever such an injustice 
perpetrated elsewhere by a Government which purports to rule an alien people 
on the principles of justice and fair-play inculcated by its Christianity? Is it 
not another instance of sheer might overriding right ? Who lays the seeds of 
discontent and dissatisfaction in this respect? And who afterwards cries from 
the housetop that the seeds have yielded a bitter crop? This isthe way 
Government is carried on in Calcutta. This it is which makes people bern 
with indignation. And when they protest and agitate, they are branded ag 
sedition-mongers. Was ever such fatuity perceived elsewhere in the art of 
Government ? | : 


Education. 


71. It would seem that we have to thank the still smouldering sedition 

- geare for inducing Government to take up at last the 

Remarks in connection long-deferred question of revising the vernacular text- 
with the proposed revision of ooks used in our schools under the sanction of the 


vernacular text-books. , | 
Inde Educational Department. The Bombay Government 
a ee ae has appointed a Committee for the purpose of “ex- 


-, purgating objectionable lessons, if any, from verna- 
cular reading books, and to submit general recommendations,” We trust the 
‘Committee will not devote its attention only to the first portion of thisreference; 
for to our mind it seems much more important to remove the antiquated 
character of these books, in language as well as in |the subject-matter, than to 


¢ 


jealously purge them only of what is not positively ultra-loyal. 
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Monday next, when almost 20 lawyers’ heads will be laid together and we have . 
no' doubt some effective way will be hit upon to make Magistrates of the stamp: ss 
of Mr. Page to mend their ways. , a ae 
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Municipalities. 


72. Is everybody connected with the Ahmedabad Municipality deaf, dumb 
and deprived ofwll senses? We are inclined to-ask 
Complaint against the this question because the complaints made by us and 
Ee ee nu mumstration 8° ‘by other local contemporaries go so .far unheeded. 
Praja Bandhu (114), 11th It appears our worthies have a lot of their own retty 
Sept., Eng, cols. jealousies and favouritism to mind that they can- 
not afford to spend a single thought on the well-being 
of the people at large, or is the air round about the municipal buildings so 
contaminated as to deprive these civic fathers of their senses of smell and@-sight ? 
Have they ever taken the trouble to enquire into the dirty state of the Talia’s 
Pole, the Hajapatel Pole and others? Ifa complaint be made, our inspectors 
and sub-inspectors pounce upon the street peqple and get them fincd by the 
Honorary Magistrates for committing nuisances, but we ask is it not the duty 
of the municipality to keep these streets clean? We ask them, have they ever 
thought of the possible calamitous state of the city if we have the dire misfortune 
to be visited by the pestilence? The chief road of the city, the Richey Road, is 
in a scandalous state, Cannot the municipality get sufficient metal to repair it P 
If the dumb commissioners of Ahmedabad cannot do their duty properly, let 
them be turned out and let better men take their place. | | 


Native States. 


73. It is, no doubt, desirable that Government should not interfere in the 

- ek alle internal management of Native States so long as the 

with tee not tedeaaing the Chiefs are well behaved and the States well managed, 
g the ‘ : 

grievances of the subjects but when that is not the case they must step in. 

of some Native States in Itis therefore to be regretted that the paramount 


gy om no Himauati POWer Should show complete indifference to the loud 
(144) “1 ith Sept. mer complaints raised by the Bhayats and other native 


subjects against the high-handed rule of some of the 
Chiefs of Kathiawdr.. The subjects seem to be in a state of panic owing to the 
difficulty of getting justice, the fear of their properties being misappropriated 
by the Chiefs and the danger of the modesty of their females being outraged. 
We earnestly request Government to redress the grievances of these subjects of 
Native States and to relieve them from the oppression of the Chiefs concerned. 


Intelligence extracted from the Press. 


74. A correspondent from Dharwar sends us the following by wire :—* A 
Brahmin priest by name Haigrivacharya committed — 
Complaint against thecon- suicide because his house was disinfected by Bhangis. 
a of Mr. Cappel, Collector- The day on which disinfection was done was the day 
resident of the Dharwar ‘ : ; : 
Municipality. of the anniversary of his father’s funeral ceremony. 
Mahrdétta (7), 11th Sept. Thereupon four municipal commissioners questioned 
the Vice-President of the Dharwar Municipality about 
the whole affair, who called a special general meeting for the purpose. Mr. 
Cappel, Collector and President of the municipality, disallowed any discus- 
sion upon the matter and threatened with expulsion those who would discuss the 
matter. Thereupon five elected members and one nominated member of the 
municipality resigned their seats owing to such treatment in the municipal 
hall by the Collector.” It would be unfair to make any comments upon the 
- above regrettable occurrence in the absence of fuller details. 


75. The following account of the suicide of one Haigrivacharya | Kalghatgi 
| is furnished to the Dharwar press by Mr. E. L. Cappel, 
District Magistrate’saccount District Magistrate, Dharwar :—On the 31st ultimo I 


of a reported suicide at ; RE ER es Ee inne 
Dharwar owing to plague was inspecting the town in company with Dr. Horna- 


*y , operations. brook and the chief plague authorities including the 
... Kélidds (50), 9th Sept., Huzur Deputy Collector and other Native gentlemen. 
Bing. cols. A plague case was found in the honse of one Haigriva- 


charya, a Brahmin mendicant priest, and was removed 


-* to hospital. The other inmates were, besides the priest, his wife and brother-in- 


; 


law and two children. The brother-in-law elected to attend the sick person atthe 
hospital, but the wife had been delivered about a month before and was said to be © 
in a delicate state of health and likely to suffer from removal. It was therefore — 
decided to allow her and her husband to remain in the house, which was, how- 

ever, to be disinfected ; and the children had perforce to remain there also be- 
cause there was no one to look after them if removed as contacts. The disin- 
fection was carried out next day ; the brother-in-law (who is an educated man, 
speaking a little English) being present. It was done with the utmost. 
consideration, the only objection raised being as regards the water broug ht- 
by the disinfecting party. This party, which was under two European. 
Health Inspectors, then emptied away all the water and the house-owner sup- | 
plied his own water, which was exclusively used. The god-room was washed ‘ 
down with a disinfectant solution made with hot water supplied by the house- 
owner, and I am informed that the process was carried out by the house-owner | 
himself, the Inspectors standing in the door-way. The disinfection was completed, 
by about 8-30a.m. The house-owner then “ leeped ” the god-room afresh with his 
own hands. Laterin the day, this man was found dead in a well, and he undoubt- 
edly committed suicide, A letter reached me by the post the same evening 
purporting to be written by the deceased, stating that he could not continue to live 
owing to the oppressiveness of the plague measures. I haveconsiderable doubt 
whether this letter was really written by the suicide. It is in “Balbodha”’ and 
the brother-in-law says he never saw the man write at all; another person who 
knew him says that he could not write, and that he has himself written letters 
on his behalf. There are, of course, many versions current in the town as to the 
cause of this unfortunate occurrence. I see no reason to doubt (although 
certain causes are put forward which have nothing to do with plague opera- 
tions) that the deceased did, in fact, drown himself on account of some inju 
which he believed himself to have suffered owing to the process of disinfecting 
his house. Some of the coolies employed were, I have ascertained, low-caste 
men, and this is the probable source of trouble. But,as already stated, there 
was no objection raised that was not at once met, and the same party has on 
other occasions disinfected houses belonging to Brahmins without any difficul- 
ties being raised. I have ascertained that Haigrivacharya was a man of low 
intelligence, and one story, which seems probable, is that when he was “ leeping 
his god-room,”’ another man ridiculed him and told him that it was no use his 
attempting to get rid of the defilement of his house. This or some similar idea 
seems to have excited him and so to have led to thesuicide. It will be seen 
that the family were treated with kindness and consideration in their trouble 
and that the arrangements were made under my personal supervision and re- 
sponsibility. If any objection had been taken to the employment of low-caste 
coolies, the Chief Inspector would have done the work with his own hand or got 
Marathas (who have so far been difficult to get) to undertake the disinfection, 
This he has done on several occasions. Distorted versions of what occurred seem 
to have gained credence and the District Magistrate trusts that the press will be 
careful not to give currency to unauthenticated stories, which may have the 
effect of adding to the difficulties which the plague authorities have to meet in 
their endeayours to cope with the epidemic, 


"6. We agree with the Collector and the editor of the Diérwdr Vritt in- 
the view that Haigrivacharya Kalghatgi committed - 
suicide, being exasperated by the low-caste people 


The Collector not to blame 
in the matter of the suicide entering his house and washing it. This appears quite 


committed by Haigriva- Cvident from the fact that, though he had made 


Moke Bandhu (169), 11th all preparations for the yearly shraddha ceremony of 
Sept. his father, he put an end to his life without perform- 

: ing it, Wecannot.blame the Collector in this mat- 
ter. However, the deceased was not an insignificant person. He is an inhabit- 
ant of Dh&rwar for a long time. Though we had seen him bursting into tears 
at the sight of the pollution of his house, we never believed he would go so’ far 
as to commit suicide. We are sure, if he had lived a day longer to see how 
much care the Collector,took to make arrangements for his family, he would 
never have thought of committing suicide. | 
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thority that a mounted Head Con- | 

stable of the Karachi district police force went the 

other day to give evidence before the second class 

Magistrate of Sakrand in the Hyderabad District in a 

on him by badmashes at a case filed by him against some persons who had some 


ona the Hyderabad time previously fought with him and obstructed him in 

Dhani (8), 10th Sept. doing his duty of making some arrests, and on return 

: from the Magistrate’s Court was pounced upon by 
some badmashes and there is no trace of him yet. It is believed he has been 
murdered. It is nearly a month, and a quarter that the man is missing. 
For the first week there was no enquiry, as it was believed by the Chief Con- | 
stable that the Head Constable might have gone to the outlying villages on duty, 
but as time passed on his anxiety increased, and albeit close enquiries have 
been made, everything is still shrouded in obscurity. It is really very out- 
rageous that members of the police force itself should disappear like that. The 
badmash class seems to have got very bold and it is high time that some means | 
‘Were devised to put it down. | 


G. M. SA’THE, 


Reporter on the Native Press. 
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Poona... 


Dharwar 


Bombay 
Poona... 
Bombay 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Paroda... 
Bombay 
Poona... 
Bombay 


-|/ Bombay 


Do. 


Baroda 


Dharw4r 


Rajkot... - 
Ahmedabad 


Hyderabad (Sind) 
Do 


Weekly ... 


ee 
Do. ave 
es 
Oo ar 
Daily ... 
Weekly ... 
Bi-weekly 


Quarterly 
Bi-weekly 


me sé 
Bi-weekly 
Weekly ... 
| ers 
ae ei 
are 


Weekly ... 


Weekly ... 


bun 
Bee Gas 


Weekly ... 


eeeol 0. eee 


Fortnightly 
Weekly ... 


Weekly ... 


Weekly | oe 
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Place of Publication. 


Edition. 


Number ef 
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AND KONKANI. 


GUJARA'Tt, 


The Ahmedabad Times 200 


99 Aj ab eee eee eee 


9 hbar-e-Isldm ... oe 
» Akhb4re Sodagar oe 
99 Arajadar eee eee eee 
» A’ry& Dharm Prak4fsh ... 
5, whim Sen... ee 
» BombaySamfchar ___.... 
; Broach Mitra... see 
»» Broach Sam4char ove 
», Buddhi Prak4sh ... sie 
»» Cambay Gazette ... ave 
» Chandra ... eo ois 
95 Chhatrapati és ove 
» Deshi Mitra oon oe: 
9 Din Mani coe vee 
5»  Dny4n Sudha .,.. cee 
» Dny4a Vardhak... ... 
9 F ursad eee eee 
»» Gap Sap . oe 
ao Afshén ie wis 
», Hitechchhu ‘ii ose 
» J4&m-e-Jamshed .., bs 
» CNN. uss eee 
» Kachha Saméchér_ oa 
», Kaira Khetiwadi Patra... 
» Kaira Vartaméan ... eos 
» Kathidwadno Himéyati... 
», Kaéthidwar Krishi oa 
» Kathidwdr Times... ‘ie 


5, Kelavni ... eee sin 
5» Khoja Samachar ... re 
39 Nure Elam eee *@e 


so a yaéyadarshak ove ies 
9 Praj a Mitra > e080 eee 
99 Praja Pokér = eve jae 
» Rajyabhakté ... ‘as 
», Samsher Bahédur 
» Satyavakta ove a 
« Stri Bodh.. ve 
39 Stri Mitra ese 
» surat Akhbér.., 
5 svadesh Banchu ... 
; Udicnya Hitechchhu Patrs 
» vaishnava... coe oss 
», Vishvadarskan ... 
oo STE x ves ee 


HINDI. 


The Shri Venkateshvar Samacbdr 


KA’NARESE. 


The Chandroday& on 
» Hubli Patra eee 
» Karndtak Vritt ... al 
», Lok& Bandhu _... 
»» Rasik Ranjini... 
3 satya Vritt ey 
o. Subodh Chandrika a 


MaRATHYI, 


The A’ram __... bai oe 
» Arunoday& ee 
a eee asa eee 


ety Fe 


EnauisH, Mara’THI, GUJARA'TI 


The Garibdéncha Kaivéri (Amicus Pauperum) 


Bombay 


Ahmedabad 


cosh UTAE ccc 


Ahmedabad . 
Cambay 
Surat ... 
Bombay 
Surat ... 


Broach... 
Ahmedabad 


| Ahmedabad . ves 


Bombay 
Godhra 
Bombay 
Nadiad 
Kaira 

Ahmedabad 


Akmedabad 


Karéchi 


Surat . 

Bombay 
poe AP 
Bombay 


Do. 
Do. 


Surat ... 
Mahudha 
} Ahmedabad 


Bombay 
Kaira ... 
Bombay 


Bombay 


Dharwar 
Hubli ... 
Dharwar 


Fortnightly 


Weekly .. 
Monthly ... ose 
Daily... 


Monthly... 
DO. 0s 
D0, ses 

Fortnightly 

Monthly én 

Weekly ... 

PONY o6 

Weekly ... 


| Weekly ... 
aaa 


Bi-weekly 
Monthly ... 
Weekly ... 
Monthly ... 
Fortnightly 
Bi-weekly 
Weekly ... 
Do. ose 


eee 0. ees 


wel Weekly ... 
oe 


...) Monthly ... 


...| Fortnightly 
.--| Weekly ... 


ee): een 


vee| Weekly ... 


4 Weekly eee 


| Weekly ... 
A eo. eee 


Tri-:monthly 


a Se 
7 Do, aoe 
e Do. , ©@e6 
‘ieee Cee 
So ee 
Fortnightly 


.| Fortnightly 


1,500 


ay 
or 


8,000 


a a 
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oe Me ee Chikodi see Weekiy .,. 200 ee 
107 ” Chandrodaya ; eee eee eee ees Chiplun eee | eae 
108 9 Chikitsak... eee eee eee : ihe Bey 
109 y) Chitragupta eee eee eee eve Karad eee Mae ee Do. eos eee 200 Jen . 
110 9 Daivadnya Mitra coe eee ee Bombay eee eee Monthly see ove 500 ec 
lil » DaivadnyaSaméchér ... 1. ... Do. eee D : nee 
112 ry) Dakshin Vritt tee eee eee oe K olhépur 900 coe Weekly eee eee 150. Se hem 
“ eee avartamén a ae ae - spee ‘ , es 
s ees i ‘in ee ...| Vengurla iis »»»| Fortnight] a a 
115 | » Dhérwér Vritt ... “as +» coef Dhérwér ..| Weekly = ces 750 a 
116 °9 Dhureen eee. eee eee eee eee Belgaum eee eee Do. eee eee 500 Pe 
117 i PEMA TOMEI oon. ee cel POOR io. ae aw a 1,000 
é 99 Dnydn 8 eee eee eee eee Kolhdépur eee 
119 » Ganga Lahari_.,.. ne ote .oo| N&sik .., a a MG ake 200 
120 » Gurékhi ... i er ve --»| Bombay im mm a sos! 1,500 
» Gurékhi ,.. ‘ee 
1 ON lk ce tae WE a 600: 
123 “o BOON) dk DB — 300 
» Jagad-hitechchhu ae ‘ive »».| Poona ,.. i a eee ee ins 4,500 
125 » dagatsaméchir .. ... ..  ...| Théna... ee Coe a 600 ie 
126 »- ae ee ee ee RS isa hee MS ea ge 1,208 a 
me a fs ge Dhérwér __,,, a ae me ee 250 ee 
128 »» Kalpataru... ao ee a ...| Sholépur ves ae wa Ce 400 , a 
» Karmanuk is bs io eee] POONA. “i died EI 
i. ee a CO Bombay oe | ee 2,000 
ee se la we la 
» Kh&ndesh Chitragupta... ... .».| Dhulia 
133 » Khéndesh Vaibhav... eve od a 
134 | ,, Khara Prakér ...... ~- «| Bombay oe | ee 2,000 
135 “ee, oh er sgl Oe ce ae 206 
: 136 ee la la a ae ee ae ee 325 
137 a a a ec ee as a 200 
¥ » Madhu Makshika i on ae a ee ee “a 600 
y 139 | 99 Madhu Vritt eee eee eee eee Wai eee eee Do. eee tee 125 
140 99 Mahérfshtra Mitra ove eee 
99 Makérashtra Vritt TT @ v0 . 
142 » Mitrodaya ee ee 
ae |, ModaVett. .. «x. ae ! 
i 144 | ,, Mumbai Vaibhav. yee a Bombay “ree ano me 1,300 
4 (145 mw sigan Gemichér.., 34. Of. ke Ahmednagar ... Weekly ... 150 
146 9 Nasik Vaibhav eo6 oes eos ee Nasik eee eee eee Do. eee eee 300 
95 Nasik Vritt ie ee ak ae 
148 »5 Nipdni Vaibhav ... soe wie ...| Nipdni... “ee ee | a an 84 
149 » Nydy&’ Sindhu ... so oe ef Al|mednagar 
150 9 Panchénan eee vee eee eee Karaéd cee eee eee Do. coe oes 170 
151 » PandhariBhushan .. .., Pandharpur ... 
i IRR OE ee te Do. fe ee I 160 
153 i. ee ae es a i ae 
3» Poona Vaibhav ... a se ..-| Talegaon Ddbhdda .... 
155 » seabogn Chandrika =... .. ... Jalgaon ve ak ee aes a 40 
» Prabodh Ratna’ ... ne ae ok 
157 i ae hus + oe ISS a 300 
158j', ,, Réghav Bhushan ‘in ee re. i 
159 » Satya Shodhak ... ee ll ee ae 600 ee 
160 9» Satyavakta eh coe oes | Vengurla —_.... , Bs kas vee 275 Ss 
161 9 Shikshak aie ce eee eee eee Chikodi eee eee Do. coe 225 ; <h z 
162 | ,, Sholipur Samféchér ...  ... ae a er oe 400 a 
9» Shubh Suchak ... is oe -o| SAtéra ... aa 
164 | ,, Sudarshan | ee ee ee ee a We 
165 ” Sudhdkar eee eee eee eee Pen eee eee eee Do. eve coe 300 ye 
166 Or 66 ee ae a ve ee ee 200 pee 
167 ee ae ak ee Ahmednagar 
168 9» Vartddarsha .. eee CO aS at ee a 200 
169 as ee ee Bombay ee »..| Lri-weekly sie 730 
170 9 Varténidhi eee eee eee eee Poona eve : 000 eee Weekly eee eee 2,000 
171 » Vatandar.,.. veo tee wee Sw Bijhpur an we ioe GR ses 250 bey 
ce |. Vee we ck ee a a ea gee 110 anal 
173 9 Vidya Vilds eee as ae eee Kolhapur coe cee Do. eee eee 600 oo 
174 9 Vikshipta vat ese eee eee eee Bombay rT nae Do. eee eee 1,800 Mi 
175 | 5, Virashaivamata Prakésh sa w+, Akalkot nm ee a 100 he? 
176 9 Vividh Dnyén Vistar eee eve eee Bombay eco eee Monthly eee tee 550 mi ne. 
177 9 Vritiasér sae. eee ja ae cee Wii eee eee eee Weekly eee eee 406 as 
178 99 Vritt Sindhu eee eee ' eee eee Karwér... aee eee Do. tee eee eee ea 
ce) 4 ee ks es, Ge ve er 
180 te Vy4péari eee eee ae eee eee Poona eee ‘ee Pee Do. eee eee : 500 : 


ee 


SINDI. 


1st |The Khairkhah Sind ..._... |Karéchi ., | Weekly on. aul 0,000 
‘182 9 Muin-ul-Isl4m - eee eee eee ee Do. eee eee Do, eee 06 300 3 Ae sai 
oS Sind Sudhar Pe eee ese See Do. ene a Do. eee eee 500 : es 
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99 


The Aint-i-Hind  ... 


Safir... . 


The Chandrika 


99 . 


The Luso-Concanim 


URDU. 


Alam Aphroz Bambai ... 
Azad Punch en aie 
Bombay Punch Bahadur... 
India Gazette 
Jahanuma,.. ae 
Justice of the Peace 
Makbul-e-Aalum . 
Munsif-i-Deccan 
Muslim Heraid 
Naydr-i-Islam ... 


“600 
eee 


Sultén-ul-Akhb4r... 


MaARa’THI AND Ka‘NARESE. 


Karnétak Vaibhav wee 
Siddheshvar ike ee 
Vichdri ... ‘ihe kad 


MaRA’rHI AND URDU. 


The Gulbarga Samdchdr ... 


PoRTUGUESE-KONKANI. 


Karwar 


Gulbarga 


Bombay 


Weekly 
Do, 
Do. 


Weekly 


Weekly 


| 


Monthly ... 
| Tri-monthly 


ee8 


2800 


450 


—— 
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Bet Notes.—A. The notices from the different Newspapers have been coliected in ihe Re 
oe which are printed in italics. 

i B. The names of Newspapers are printed in the m 
paper in the above list is printed in brackets after the name, 


The system of a words followed by the Reporter is the same as that adopted in the 

y Presidency. One peculiar feature of this system is that wnen the long (a Sy 
or a) is the last letter of a word, the accent is left out, and the short a(4% = wu in gun) is, to prevent confusion, 
never placed at the end of a word, This rule has been strictly followed, except that when the short a appears to be 
absolutely necessary to complete the pronunciation of a word, asin Arunodaya or the well-known Mitra, it is printed 
with a mark over it to indicate that it isshort, thus—-d, 


D. The figures giving the circulation or number of copies published of each newspaper and periodical as 
furnished by the proprietor, are not guaranteed as accurate, and in some instances must be regarded with caution. 


port under different heads 


argin of the Report in italics, and the number of the News- 


_ Politics and the Public Administration, 


1. While all India has from time to time condemned the Simla exodus 
as every way prejudicial to the interests of the masses 
Disapproval of the pro- from whose pockets the expenses of the “ picnic Gov- 


Pry Risin to Be a ernment ” on the hills come out, here is the retiring 


Champion (2), 1th Sept. Governor-General bent upon visiting Burma on almost. 
the eve of his exit from this country. Scandalous as 
the Simla exodus is, it will be more than a scandal if the tour charges of Lord 
Elgin to Burma come out of the pockets of the tax-payers, that is, the rack- 
rented peasantry at large, who even now can scarcely be said to have emerged 
° robust and strong from the dire effects of the late famine. The Viceregal party a 
feel that having travelled all over the country at public expense, it might be a 
just as well to have a peep at the outlying province—a very natural desire ; oe 
and so long as the party are prepared to pay the expenses of this special tour 
from its own pockets, we have nothing to say.. But if they are to be paid from 
the Indian treasury, we say it will be a scandal and as such ought to be brought 
to the notice of Parliament at its opening session next year at the time of voting 
the address. These Viceregal tour charges are a growing nuisance and a political 
‘evil, and it is meet that India should keep alive the agitation until the abuse 

_ of the privilege is made quite impossible. 


‘9. Referring to Lord George Hamilton’s remarks on the educated Indians 
| in his speech during the discussion that ensued on the 
Lord George Hamilton and motion for the repeal of the new Sedition Act, the 
the Sy INTO Send Natwe Opinion says :—It is extremely unbecoming for 
Se pinion (91), °“n  such a high and responsible officer of the Queen to give 
vent to such unwarranted statements in Parliament. 
If the present system of education produces the kind of men Lord George says it 
does, we must charge the whole blame to the system and ask forits discontinu- a 
ance. But we cannot believe that the Secretary of State has correctly depicted a 
the state of things in this country. Not only are the educated Indians not — a 
unfriendly towards the British Government, but, on the contrary, it issolely due 
to their efforts that the British rule is popular with the masses. Though the 
Secretary of State may call us ungrateful in order to serve the interests of his 
party, we are sure he will have to change his opinion if he will but look fora 
while to the trouble which thé educated are taking to impress upon the minds. 
of the uncultured masses the innumerable benefits accruing from British rule. | 
It is Lord George who has been the foremost in pushing the sedition legislation 
and he has therefore given utterance to such groundless statements in support 
of it. We are sure that on a dispassionate view of the real state of things in 
this country, even Lord George will see the truth of what we say. 
8. Though late by a week, we must not omit to take our share in the | ae 
widespread and deep regret with which the news of i. 
Death of Lieutenant-Gene- General Duncan’s sudden death was received in Bom- 
ral Duncan, side Bite the bay and the whole of India. The effects of the shock 
mace oe ee heightened by the remembrance of the fact that 
Sodan Spectator (4), 18th this was not the only important and popular man 
Sept. : | ' whom death had claimed as his own in our presidency 
during the past few weeks. General Duncan was a 
veteran officer in Her Majesty’s service, and had distinguished himself in aa 
the mutiny and the Bechuanaland expedition of 1884-85, and since then held — 
important offices in England and Ireland. He had a very high sense of duty, o 
and though wanting in flash, was known to be an extremely conscientious officer, 
without any leaning or prejudices. He was a keen lover of sport, and was 
very popular, not only. with the men under his command, but with society in 


general. ; 


4. Of the several important Indian appointments made by the Conser- | 
) vatives, Chief Justice Farran’s was in some respects 
Death of the Honourable the happiest. It isdue to the present Government 
Sir Charles Farran, Chief to add that in making-.this particular appointment 
ran : = ommend si they declined to be swayed by party considerations, 
tadia Dpectener (4), 18th His elevation to the Bench as Chief Justice was wel- +" 
Sept. ee comed by the public and the entire Bombay Bar, «| 
European and Native; and he had amply justified ° 4 


oN 
or 
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es “SD 
yey 
ae 
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the choice of the Conservative Government as well as the approval it received 
from the public and the profession. Clear-sighted but always kindly, Sir 
‘Charles Farran often reminded one of the late Sir M. Melvill. He listened 


— Bhri Baya'ji Vijaya (33) 
tiation 


patiently to the pleaders before him, at times encouraging those that had to 
struggle through a knotty point of law or the tangled web of an ill-prepared 


brief, Like the gifted Civilian Judge, he was also lucid in expression and 


quick in comprehension. In dispensing justice, he always saw the need, 
like Melvill and Sargent, of tempering it with mercy, if only to show that 
he was a human judge, dealing with human beings often hemmed in by adverse 
environments. As head of the judiciary, Sir Charles Farran was equally success- 
ful He was just, affable, easily accessible. He dispensed patronage 48 impar- 

tially as he administered justice, giving every man his due, irrespective of | 
his nationality. That a career like his should be so suddenly cut short is 
one of those inscrutable decrees of Providence against which there can be no 
appeal. Bombay had expected a great deal from Chief Justice Farran, and he 
would have fully answered these expectations had he been spared to us for 
another ten years. 


5. With the death of Sir Charles Farran the question of the selection 
of his successor must be before the authorities. The 


Remarks in connection ost is in the gift of the Premier, in fact, in the hands 


with the selection for the post 


ofthe Chief Justice of the Of Lord G. Hamilton, the Secretary of State for India. 


Bombay High Court, The local papers say that the choice must lie between 

Native Opinion (31), 1&th My, Justice Strachey and Mr. James Jardine, Q.C., 
ays ae oom who a few years ago was a member of the local Bar. 
As everybody knows, the post of the Chief Justiceis highly important, and look- 
ing to the fact that since the Diwani Adaulat was converted into the present 
High Court, Bombay has been blessed with Chief Justices of commanding in- 
fluence, great legal eminence at the Bar and on the Bench, and extensive legal 
experience, in fact, men who were an embodiment of all that was best in the 
world of law. In view of this fact we would prefer some person of eminence 
from the free atmosphere of England. Look at Sir Comer Petheram, the late 
Chief Justice of Bengal, and the present Chief Justice ; such men alone uphold 
the dignity of the Bench. In India our High Courts are considered the palladium 
of popular liberty. And why? The reason is not far to seek. The presence of 
such commanding persons at the head of our judicial administration has gained 


popular confidence, and therefore to our High Courts people look up as places 


where alone they can get pure and unalloyed justice. We mean no disparage- 
ment; but it is no use concealing the fact that local men, howsoever eminent, 
have such strong local prejudices that even in spite of themselves they are likely 
to be influenced by them. In this view the appointment of some person of 
eminence from England to our Chief Justiceship would be the best solution of 
the difficulty. We hoye that the authorities in England will be pleased to send 
out some person of great eminence to preside over our judicial destinies. 


6. The post of Chief : ustice, in our opinion, is only next in importance in 
ue the service to that of the head of the Government. 
Champion (2), 18th Sept a “Chief Justice has in his hands the safeguarding 
of various important interests, and it will be a crying scandal if any body 
becomes our next Chief Justice, who does not come in on the strength of his 
own merits, and that too merits of the highest order. We make bold to say 
that, excepting perhaps Mr. Justice Parsons, no other Judge on the Bombay 
Bench has yet shown such conspicuous abilities asin any way to deserve the 


eminently important post of the head of the judicial service. We are strongly 


of opinion that the Chief Justiccship should be filled up by some competent 
practising Barrister from England. If the pay of the post does not offer suffici- 
ent inducement to a first rate man to accept it, we would strongly urge that the 
salary be increased at once to Rs, 8,000 or even Rs. 10,000 in order to secure the 
services of a really first class man. The country could well in its own interests 
‘bear such an increase. It is indeed time that the starving of civil establishments 
should cease, in any case it is fully worth while to have the post of the Chief 
Justice made worth the acceptance of an eminent English counsel. 


_ |. -All eyes are now turned towards the filling up of the vacant seat 

| of. the Chief Justice of. the Bombay High Court. 
Mr, Justice Strachey being the only Barrister Judge 
at present occupying a seat on the Bench of the 


High Court, it is but natural that in consonance with the long-standing 


usage his name should be mentioned for the vacant seat. It will, however, be 
better if Mr. Justice Strachey, who has been but recently appointed a Judge 
and who has not had experience sufficient for the post of a Chief Justice, is not 
raised to the post. The new Chief Justice must belong to that class of persons 
who, iike Sir Richard Couch, Sir Michael Westropp and Sir Charles Sargent, can 
keep untarnished the prestige of the High Court. If one already in the service 
in this country be appointed to the post, he cannot but be one whose mind, under 
0 


the present cloudy atmosphere of p 


therefore are of opinion that it will be better if a person learned in law and 
sympathising neither with the Government nor with the people be imported 


direct from England, 


8. Mr, Justice Parsons nas been appointed acting Chief Justice, and if he. 


Vértinidhi 


(170), 21st 
Sept. | 


be confirmed in the appointment we are sure he will 
give satisfaction to all. But we learn that Govern- 
ment, instead of doing so, is going to appoint either the 


Honourable Mr. Jardine or Mr. Justice Strachey to the post. The appointment 
of Mr. Jardine will, no doubt, give satisfaction, but people are amazed to hear 
the name of Mr. Justice Strachey mentioned in this connection. If after all 


this the choice does fall on him, people will ascribe it to influence rather than to > 


merit, 


9. Private letters 


Condition of the Natu 
brothers at Belgaum and a 
request for their release. ’ 

Dnya@n Prakash (3), 19th 
Sept., Eng. cols. 


comes immediately or not. 


of their being allowed to leave the infected locality of Belgaum. 


from Belgaum disclose an alarming account of the 
plague raging there. As many as twenty-five cases are 
believed to occur there daily, and naturally people must 
be anxious to escape from the grip of that fell disease. 
Under these circumstances, it is most impolitic on the 
part of Government to allow the Natus to stay in such 
a locality for a day longer. Whether the final release 
is in no way an element in the most important question 


We trust we 


shall very shortly be in a position to announce the happy news of their having 


left Belgaum and gone to 


reside, if not at Poona, at least to some healthier place. 


10, Now that an authoritative account is forthcoming of what actually 


Remarks in connection 
with the Honourable Mr. 
Nugent's visit to Mr. B. G. 
Tilak when the latter was in 
jail, ee 

Dnyain Prakash (3), 19th 
Sept., Eng.cols. — | 


took place at the time when the Honourable Mr. 
Nugent paid a visit to Mr. Tilak in jail, people 
may fairly judge about the respective qualities of 
both the gentlemen concerned. For one thing, we 
are glad to know that the allegation contained a few 
months ago in the Mahrdtta to the effect that Mr. 
Nugent’s visit led to the curtailment of the liberty 


given to Mr. Tilak to see his friends does not find any support from Mr. Tilak’s 


own account of the matter. 
in quite a different and, in fact, an unimportant manner. 


Indeed, Mr. Tilak accounts for the curtailment 


Mr. Nugent must be acquitted of the opprobrium cast upon him, pro- 
bably on wrong information, by the Malrdtta. Apart, however, from this, 
Mr. Nugent’s conduct in visiting the jail and seeing Mr, Tilak actually at work 
there betrays, to say the least, an amount of bad taste which few had expected 


to find in him. 


We had expected that a man in Mr. Nugent’s exalted 


position would not care to gratify himself by seeing his former colleague at the 
Legislative Council in a situation brought about mainly through his own 
instrumentality. But perhaps delicacy of feeling and a chivalrous regard for 
the sensitiveness of another are not quite so easily to be found in the human 


temperament as we expected. ) 
‘J. A representative of the Sudhdrak had an interview with Mr. Tilak on 


Apoeal to Government to 
attend to jail management as 
exposed by Mr. Tilak. 

ujardti (12), 18th Sept., 
Eng. cols.. 


‘be acceptable to all cla 


the 7th instant, an interesting account of which has 
appeared in the columns of our Poona contemporary. 
From that account it is clear that European prisoners 
get better diet than Native prisoners belonging to the . 


higher classes. It isdifficult to see why Government _ ‘o 


cannot afford to engage Brahmin cooks, who would 


sses, and would pay greater attention to cleanliness. | : 


/ 


tics, is prejudiced by the recentevents. We 


So far, therefore, - 
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Mr. Tilak’s experience regarding the general observance of cleanliness in jails 
is certain to be a revelation to the public. It would have been difficult to 
believe that there could be so much disregard of sanitary rules in our prisons 
as is shown in the arrangements described by Mr. Tilak. But facts are 


stranger than fiction. Now that public attention has been drawn to the matter, 


something ought to be. done to improve this most deplorable state of things. 
Onions and garlic are the invariable ingredients of the food given to pri- 
soners, and it is well known that many Natives belonging to the higher classes 
have a hearty dislike for them. Mr. Tilak had in consequence to subsist 
on bare dry bread until he was‘given milk and ghee. In England political 
prisoners are allowed to purchase their tobacco, wine and clothing. The Honour- | 
able Mr. Chalmers was over-eager to assimilate the Indian law of sedition to 
the so-called English law as propounded by him. But, as usual, English 
analogies are cited when it is convenient to do so, but at other times they are 


simply an abomination to be avoided. The present system of prison inspec- 


tion is, it seems, a great farce. Mr. Tilak. advocates the establishment of 
libraries in. prisons. At present there is no provision whatever for the moral 
or religious improvement of prisoners. This is, indeed, very sad. It is a 
pity the Howard Society has no branch in India. But Mr. Tilak will not 


have spent one year in jail in vain, if his experiences awaken the Indian public 


to a sense of their responsibility to men who deserve more considerate treatment 
at the hands of society at large than they seem to receive under the existing 
system of jailadministration. That there should be insufficient water even for 
washing purposes, and that so little regard should be paid to cleanliness and 
moral improvement of convicts in institutions under the direct superintendence 
of Government are, indeed, serious matters, and we hope the coming Congress 
will take up the question of the treatment of political prisoners and also the 
general question of ameliorating the hard lot of prisoners. The jail mortality 
in India is very heavy, and society owes it to itself that criminals do not become 
more hardened and demoralised in jail, but come out to lead useful and reformed 
lives when set at large. . ia: ay 


12. A Hari Kirtan (religious discourse) gathering took place at the 
Mulji Jaitha Kapad Bazar (cloth market) Hallf Bom- 

Rejoicings in honour of bay, in honour of Mr. Tilak’s release, in which all 
Me hie ; Pg ist, the cloth merchants took part. In the middle of the 
Sept. sahhe dds hall was placed the likeness of the Hindu god Ran- 
nee chhodji, and below it that of Mr. Tilak. In the 

course of the discourse-King Harischandra and Mr. Tilak were praised and an 
exhortation was made tothe audience to imitate their good qualities, such as 
unflinching adherence to truth, liberality of mind, &c. At: the conclusion 
of the discourse a sort of formal worship was performed in front of both the 


likenesses, and the gathering dispersed after the distribution of betel-leaves and 


13. A correspondent from Chau! (Alibdég) writes :—The news of Mr. Tilak’s 
release reached this place in the afternoon of Wednes- 
day the 7thinstant. Immediately dishes full of sugar 
were placed for distribution at every corner of the 


Native Opinion (31), 18th 
Sept. 


roads. The people then assembled in the Ganpati temple, and proceeded in a pro- 


cession, with a portrait of Mr. Tilak, to the temple.of the god Shankar. On 
Wednesday night the people made grand demonstrations in the shapes of recitals 
from the Vedas, delivering of religious discourses, and a dramatic perform- 
ance. Farmers from neighbouring villages were present on the scene and 
insisted on seeing Mr. Tilak—at least in portrait, All this shows how genuine 
is the regard the masses have for Mr. Tilak. 


14. On Friday the 16th instant, writes a correspondent from Roha in the 
. ae ae ee Koldba District to the Gurdkhi, all the eléte of the 
ura@kht (121), 22nd Sept. place assembled and. proceeded through the small 


‘town, preceded by a palkhi, in which the image of the god Vithoba and a 
+ portrait of Mr, Tilak were placed. The procession consisted of about 1,200 
persons, and’as it passed through the bazar, Mr. Deshmukh, a pleader, delivered 
a fluent address, and about 12 maunds of sugar was distributed. ces 


15, A meeting of students was held at Sylhet, in Calcutta, in honour of 
. Kiser Hind (18), 18th Mr. Tilak’s release, when it was resolved to send him 
a all those friends who have sent him messages of con- 
gratulation and expressed his inability to accept their invitations on account of 
the premise given by him to Government not to take part in any movement 
whatsoever in connection with his trial, conviction and sentence or release. 
The Panjab Times published one of its issues in red ink in honour of the 
auspicious occasion. 


16. Asatoken of sympathy for Mr. Tilak, the people of Nadi4d, in the 
Gujarét Mitra (18), 18th Kaira District, decorated the principal parts of the 
Sept. 6 town with flags and evergreens and went in a pro- 
cession, accompanied by music, to the temple of the 
Hindu goddess Kélik&méta to offer their prayers. One Mr. Parekh distributed 
sweets in the town and a bhajan mandali (religious society) spent some time in 
reciting devotional songs. : 


17. At Bijapur, the leading pleaders, the money-lenders and others met 
together in the Vibudhdnand Theatre, which was 
illuminated on the occasion, placed a photo of Mr. 
| Tilak in the middle, garlanded it, and had a musica 
discourse and the reciting of the Vedas in Mr. Tilak’s honour. 


Karndtak Vaibhav (198), 
17th Sept. 


18. A correspondent ofthe Rist Goftdér writes :—The conduct of the caste- 
| men and friends of the Honourable Mr. Tilak on the 
occasion of his release from incarceration before the 
expiration of the full period of the sentence of 18 


Disapproval of the rejoic- 
ings in honour of Mr. Tilak’s 


] . . e,°8 @,°¢ . 
”” Rest Goftér (21), 18th . Months passed on him for seditious writings will make 
Sept. him exclaim, “‘OGod! Save me from my friends.” 


These persons celebrated the occasion by not only 
singing songs and offering prayers and by a display of fireworks and illumi- 
nations, but also by distributing sweet-meat in the Crawford Market (Bombay). 
In my opinion, by these pastimes they seem to be giving a slap in the face of 
Government. Can there be any chance of getting mercy from Government 
if a similar case occurs again? If all the show made in honour of Mr. Tilak 
is harmiul to any one, it will be so to the two Natu brothers, whose release 
seems to be‘imminent, but when Government see that the thoughtless Marathas 
do not give up their ill-feeling towards them there is every chance of the 
Natus being detained in custody for some time longer. It is to be regretted that 
these people have not at all thought of this. It would have been more appro- 
priate if they had sent a memorial to Government-expressing their thanks for 
the clemency shown to Mr. Tilak, instead of making such sham exhibitions. 


19. Mr. Tilak’s release came as an agreeable surprise upon the Native 
| community. The whole Native press and nearly every 
Remarks in connection town in this presidency, and many even in other parts 
= release of Mr. B. G. © of the country, gratefully acknowledged the favour 
Sudha'rak (35), 19th Sept. Which Government showed in thus releasing a gentle- 
Eng. cols. - - man, who, if circumstances had allowed, would have 
| | remained unmolested in Poona. That Government 

had misconceived the whole situation a year ago there is no doubt. How- 
ever, whatever share of the blame of that unfortunate misunderstanding 
might fall to.their lot, we think the credit for mending matters is solely theirs. 
Mr. Tilak is released on some conditions, but we are assured by that gentleman 
that they do not in any way disable him as a free citizen. Weareglad matters 


have been so satisfactorily settled all round. We now only hope that there will 


no longer be. an occasion for such unpleasantness between the rulers and the 
ruled, and though in the near future we cannot expect for a repeal of what: is 


practically a Gagging Act, wetrust the Bombay Government will frankly record © 
that its fears last year were grossly exaggerated, if at all they had any founda-- 
tion in fact. Such a-record would be of the greatest value toany futureattempt. 


to get the law expunged from the statute book. 
~ CON T29—mm b ) 
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20. Mr, Bal Gangadhar Tilak’s release-from prison before the full expiry 
of his term of imprisonment is received with much 
4 Seine ae (18), 18th” satisfaction by the entire Native community, With 

ahem des | the solitary exception of the Times of India the entire 
press of the presidency, nay, of the country, is unanimous in the view which the 
Government seems evidently to have taken in recognising the necessity of 
yielding to the public voice and doing a tardy, yet graceful, act of fustice by 
releasing Mr. Tilak six months earlier, Whether the clemenéy shown to him 
was the result of some mandate of the Home Government or the outcome of the 
petition made to the House of Commons by Professor Max Muller, Sir William 
Hunter and other eminent persons, we are not in a position to say with any- 
thing like accuracy, but we can safely assure the Government of Lord Sand- 
hurst that, in showing favour to Mr, Tilak and remitting his sentence, His 
Lordship’s Government has laid the entire Native community under deep and 
ever-lasting obligations, The Government. has exercised the prerogative 
of mercy in a wise manner, and the whole people look upon the thing with 
eratitude and affection. Mr. Tilak’s troubles have been no doubt severe, but 
the lesson of his trial has.a moral both for the Government and the people. It 
is no use for. the people to go into jubilant ecstasies over the event and indulge 
in vapid effusions of popular demonstrations or hold up the object of their 
admiration as a martyr of self-sacrifice ; it is equally idle to say that Govern- 
ment has shown a sign of weakness and irresolution in extending its mercy to 
Mr. Tilak. 


21. Mr. Tilak has been released ; but his release is not unencumbered with 
conditions and stipulations. The Bombay Government 
could not render an act of unalloyed grace.. Thus the 
| quality of mercy has been strained, and hence its effect 
is crippled. One of the conditions is that Mr. -Tilak should not take part, 
directly or indirectly, in any public demonstrations that might be organised in his 
honour. Thus the old woman shut up her cock, but the sun rose all the same. The 
Government might impose any condition on Mr. Tilak, but it could not promul- 
gate an edict prohibiting the people from honouring that innocent victim of 
panic and prejudice. The-Government, in the very act. of generosity, was 
pusillanimous. We are gear to propose in the interests of all parties, that the 
Government should not hereafter allow itself to be panic-stricken and should 

not lend an ear to the mischievous and malicious clamour of a certain seciicn 


of the Anglo-Indian pregs. 


Shri Sayaji Vijaya (22), 
21st Sept., Eng. cols. 


22. Comingas it does late in the day, and being divested of the grace 
ener ee ~ which’ would have otherwise characterised it, the 
Polta oye of pee ag act of clemency in releasing Mr. Tilak is being mis- 
” Phinsiz: (8), 17th Phir interpreted by a certain section of the Anglo-Indian 
| press. It is best to leave this class of journalists to 
crow from their own dunghill until they grow hoarse in the throat, but we are 
disappointed at the view taken by such a respectable organ of Anglo-Indian 
public opinion as the Times of India with regard to the matter. This was the 
paper which egged the Government on to prosecute Mr. Tilak, and his convic- 
tion and imprisonment for so long a time ought to have for the sake of ver 
Boy decency satisfied the ire—we will not say malice—of the Zimes of India. But 
- -____ our contemporary seems incapable of any charity to a man who has so severely 
| ~~ suffered on account of itg antagonism towards him. YF orit cannot be denied that 
but for the Times of Indig’s making so much fuss about the articles in the Kesar: 
- at a time when the whole efforts of Government were directed to the detection of 
_ the authors of the Poong tragedy, and when Anglo-Indian society had lost its 
- * mental balance over the matter and was hysterically shrieking for the blood of 
-.. the conspirators to whom they attributed the ghastly deed, Government would 
2 instituting proceedings against the editor of the Kesari 
rison door has at last been opened, and the man whose 
regretted, as if it had befallen one of their own kith and 
ed to walk out into liberty and into the open arms of his 
ymen. All honour to Government for this tardy recognition 
nis of its subjects, which it can never afford to ignore. _ 
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23. True to his mischievous policy, the Times of India has sounded a dis: . 
Shri Sayaji Vijaya (83) cordant. and jarring’ note on the release of Mr. Tilak. — 
17th Bept,, Hrig. cols. > The charge that the Natives are foolish enough to. - 
per —... @mtertain the idea that. the Government is weak is 
absurd. The Government has more than sufficiently exhibited its strength by 
amending the sedition law of India and the Criminal Procedure Code in the 
teeth of the strongest and most weighty opposition we have seen for many a 
year. Frank admission of a mistake requires courage, and hence we assert 
that in the eyes of thoughtful people the Government of Lord Sandhurst is much 
stronger now than at the beginning of the tragic drama. His Lordship has 
proved that if the Government ina momentof panic and wrath was strong 
enough to strike, it is not less strong in setting matters to rights. His Lordship 
has shown that if he could disregard the clamour of the Native press, he can 
equally disregard the malicious criticism of the Times of India. — | | 


24, Let us hope the medical inspection, the particulars of which are in 
nubibus, will be of such a character that, while it will 
New plague policy of the yeally serve the beneficent aim and object the Gov- 
gas res DMeNs ernment has in view, it will not be an engine of 
aiser-e-Hind (18), 18th ‘ ‘ ‘ : 
Sept., Eng, cols. Oppression and extortion, as it has been unhappily 
during the last two years, Numberless are the stories 
about corruption in the ranks of the subordinate medical staff. Perhaps, if 
each anecdote were related as narrated from experience by those who sub- 
mitted to their blackmail as a lesser evil, it would fill a ponderous volume, in no 
way creditable to the administration of the plague authorities charged by Gov- 
ernment as responsible for the public health of the city. The system of ten days’ 
surveillance in this respect is, in our opinion, quite fruitful of the corrupt 
‘practices to which people have so silently and submissively submitted. The 
fact is the afflicted could not help doing so, such was the oppression. ° Our 
police authorities and other high functionaries, when told about the wholesale 
corruption of the subordinate plague staff, have demanded “ proofs,”’ as*if they 
did not know how difficult it wasto produce them. But this is too big a subject 
for discussion in these columns. ‘The story of corruption—rank and systematic 
corruption—in connection with quarantine and medical inspection in the past 
can only be correctly elicited when His Excellency Lord Sandhurst’s Govern-— 
ment is inclined to nominate an independent tribunal of enquiry, with power to as 
take evidence and to indemnify witnesses against their own illegitimate acts in. = 
offering bribes. Then alone may “ proofs” conclusive and in abundance be a 
forthcoming. To expect them in any other way is as difficult as to expect the 
extraction of cucumbers from sux beams. Under the circumstances it is to be 
devoutly hoped that the system of surveillance will be thoroughly and radically 
reformed. ‘The first step is to get honest and well qualified doctors, not the army 
of apothecaries and others of that ilk who have been. known to be at the root of 
popular indignation and exasperation at quarantine and segregation camps and 
elsewhere. Having said so much, let us all warmly congratulate Lord Sand- 

‘ hurst and his colleagues, notably Sir Charles Ollivant, for the new departure 
they are about to take in the matter of the prevention of the plague. No Gov- 
ernment can succeed anywhere in such matters when it fails to act in unison 
with popular feelings and sentiments. ‘The greater the respect for these feelings 
and sentiments, the greater will be the success. Let us all hope, therefore, that 
success may attend the new policy and that it may be the good fortune of this 
country ‘to see the last. of the plague this year. But we cannot conclude 
without making one appeal to Government, and it is this, that it will not make 
inoperative its new rules by allowing them to remain the rules of perfection 
on paper only. If they are to be really conducive to the physical and moral 
welfare of the community, they must be carried out in al®¥heir letter and spirit 
with perfect integrity and fullest sympathy. After all, it is not the measures 
which are to be blamed, so much as the men who carry out the measures, The 
‘measures may be perfect, yet if the men entrusted to carry them into practice 
are unpopular, unsympathetic, overbearing and insolent, not to say corrupt, as 
many have been known to be in the past, then we must say farewell to all hopes 
which the Government may entertain as to tlie success of its new rules. This 
fact-must never be lcst sight of. eS | | 
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25. The news regarding the contemplated abolition of the plague mea- 
Seedy een ae ga sures—the detention of persons in camps and the 
"igen (81), 16th plague passes—has been received with delight by the 

ie | people. There is, however, no doubt that Ahmedabad 
is more or less indebted to the system of quarantine, and that the inhabitants 
consider it a great boon in that it has been instrumental in keeping the city 
free from the epidemic even though it has caused some inconvenience to 
some incoming and out-going passengers. It is admitted by*wll that plague 
is contagious, and it would, therefore, be better to remove any defects which 
there might be in the system of detention of persons. in camps than to 
abolish the system altogether. Moreover, it is said that the duration of the 
plague is only three years and that it disappears by itself in the third year ; 
if this be true, it is better to suffer some inconvenience and hardship for a 
year more. We are in favour of the measure and know that the people, who 
have received the blessings of education under Government, do not blame 
Government for the measure, but only find fault with the men entrusted with 
the operation of those measures, and there is no knowing that the new plague 
policy will not give rise to similar complaints. 


26. We purposely refrained last week from saying anything’ in regard to 

the important announcement made by the Zimes of 

New plague policy of the Jmdia about the new plague policy which the Bombay 
Ef tie vege uote Government has decided to follow in Bombay and the 
plague measures at Poona, ™mofussil. We have waited for an authoritative Gov- 
Dnyan Prakash (3), 19ti ernment resolution on the subject,.but no definite in- 
Sept., Eng. cols. | formation has come forth authoritatively and people 
| are wondering what all this means, Meanwhile the 
hold which the Plague Committee in Poona has obtained. over the people 
of Poona is being increased more and more. The operations of disinfection and 
surveillance are in full force. There is the inspection of corpses, without 
whiclf no dead body can be removed to the burning ground. A new system 
of passes has latterly been introduced whereby the railway authorities are 
prohibited from issuing tickets to passengers except on the production of a 
pass from the chief volunteer. It is assured that the measure has been rendered 
necessary by people under surveillance avoiding presenting themselves for 
examination on the pretext of having left Poona. Now this plea of the 
” people is either true or false. If it be true, the solicitude of the Poona plague 
authorities must obviously extend to the city of Poona alone, and therefore as 
soon asa person leaves Poona their responsibility and duty ought to cease. 
If, on the other hand, the plea is false and the man remains concealed in 
the city itself, the volunteer who has vouched for him ought to be held re- 
spoasible for his coming forward on fixed days. In any case most satisfactory 
evidence should be insisted upon to prove that the person has actually left 
Poona. Thus the negligence of a few volunteers in producing their men for 
surveillance is no reason for troubling the general body. of inhabitants in Poona 
by asking them to procure passes for going out of Poona. The innovation, we con- 
tend, is therefore perfectly unnecessary and most harassing to people having occa- 
sion to leave Poona on important business on the spur of the moment. ‘We should 
certainly like to see the last of these passes and detentions and wholesale dis- 
infections, and seé a rational system of strict medical examination: inaugurated 
as early as possible. The rule as regards the duty of householders and medical 
men to report cases of illness to the plague authorities might be rendered more 
strict and a penalty may be levied for negligence in properly performing this 
duty. If these two measures are properly carried out, we are inclined to believe 


that nothing more is needed for the preservation of the city. 


_ Difficulties of the people » 

~ living in the plague-stri 

_ ¢ities of the Southern Divi- 

a BOs | 
—  Gurdkhi ( 


that, as usual with them, the police came after the event and made some 


arrests. It would, in our opinion, be far better to consign all Indians to flames 


than to persecute them in this manner, 


28. We learn from the papers on the Dharwar side that the people of that 
a place are at present suffering the very hardships. 
Comments on the plague Which the people of Bombay had to undergo on 
operations at Dharwar. aie : ; ~ 

Gura’khi (120), 21st Sept. account of the inconsiderate action of the Government 
Officials in connection with the stringent plague 

measures. Are the European officers at Dhaérwdr under the impression that the 
place being far off from Bombay they will not be taken to task for their vagaries ? 
‘We are unable to make out what provisions of the law enable the officers 
to oppress the people. We never thought the time would so soon come when 
the English rule would be so disorderly and the European officers would strike 
such great terror in the minds of tie people as if they were wild beasts like lions and 


tigers. Wouldit be an exaggeration to say that the suicide committed by Haya- . 


grivacharya is a proof of the anarchy that prevails in the Dhérwar District ? 


29. Nothing has so tp contributed to the misunderstanding between 

F 20th Sant, the rulers and the ruled as the plague. Government, 

arctan ea tangent. in the interests of its army ial its trade with the 
foreign nations, and with a desire to protect the people, inaugurated measures 
which none will venture to characterise as malicious. Still in their very nature 
they were such as made it quite possible for some Government officials and other 
narrow-minded persons to unnecessarily poke their nose into the domestic,. 
religious and social matters of the people and thereby exasperate them. From 
the reports that we have received from Dharwar, Hubli and other places in the 
Karnatak it appears that the subordinate officials of the Government there are 
acting against the wishes of the people. We so long refrained from publishing 
the letters we received from numerous correspondents, in that part of the 
presidency in the belief that their accounts might perhaps be exaggerated ones. 


But from Hayagrivacharya’s suicide we think that the letters might be correct | 


in portraying the sufferings of the people. The Collector, in the letter he has 
published for the Editor’s table at Dharwar, ascribes Hayagrivacharya’s suicide 
to his want of common sense. In our opinion, if Hayagrivacharya had possessed 
a little more common sense, if his notions as to what he could do had not 
been so desponding, and if he had not possessed to the fullest degree the 
proverbial harmlessness of a pious Brahmin, we are sure the exasperation of 


his mind would have ended in the way in which the Poona troubles did ° 


end last year. Government will not fail to see that the suicide committed 
by Hayagrivacharya evidences a more keen and fierce exasperation in the 
minds of the people of Dharwar than the one which the people of Poona 
might have entertained during Mr. Rand’s regime. It would be extremely 
puerile to attempt to prove the popularity of the plague measures by pointing to 
the many other houses at Dharwar which were similarly disinfected by Bhangis 
(sweepers) and whose owners never drowned themselves like Hayagrivacharya. 
We deem it the duty of Government to investigate closely into the actions of 
‘the plague officers at Hubli and Dhérwar if the latter are bent on disregarding 
the experience obtained at Bombay and other places and showing that, in spite 
ofthe prejudices of the people, they can easily enforce those very plague 
measures which the Government could not enforce at Bombay and Poona. The 
- suicide in this case gives proof of the existence of quite a different type of dis- 
tress from that which the people might have felt and which bore its fruit in the 
murder of Rand, the riots at Simnar and Bombay, and the disturbances at Calcutta 
and in the Panjab. In other places the irritation of the people got vent, at 
Dhirwér it is still smouldering. Government cannot have an idea of how 
enormously the people feel themselves inconvenienced on account of the system 
of segregation and disinfection. We therefore request Lord Sandhurst to give 


to the suggestions in the Native press their due weight in regulating the plague — on 
policy in the Karndétak and hope that incidents like the suicide committed by 


Hayagrivacharya will not occur any more. 
con 729—5 


erected near the village Narendra on the Dharwér-Belgaum road. We learn — 
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80. Why the plague authorities should engage low-caste coolies to do 
the work of disinfecting the ‘houses of Brahmins is 


with the case of suicide at 


ial owleg to plaene additional -charges incurred by engaging Marathas 


operations. and Shudras in place of the Bhangis should not 
. Dnyén Prakesh (3), 19th be grudged by the plague authorities, who have 
Sept, Eng. cols. already spent alot of money in the business. The 


| needless irritation which Bhangis cause to the ingrained 
prejudices of the people should, we think, be a sufficient reason fo¥ incurring3the 
additional expense. The plague administration is therefore clearly responsible 


for the lamentable suicide at Dharwar. Happily for them, the old man, with his 


religious amd orthodox prejudices, took rather to suicidal than homicidal mania, 
and laid violent hands only on himself and not on any other person. A 
younger man, with more of youthful and irritable blood running in his veins, 
would perhaps have taken to the other mania, and thus ghastly consequences 
would have followed.. The plague officers will, we hope, take a lesson from 
the suicide of Hayagrivacharya and refrain from needlessly offending the pre- 
judices.and superstitions of the people in carrying out their duties in future. 


3r. In reference to the memorandum published by the District Collector, 
Karnctak Vritt (94), 20th Dharwar, regarding the suicide of Hayagrivacharya, a 
orale ae Ge correspondent writes :—Let us now analyse the memo- 
ot . randum of the District Collector and examine the 
statements contained therein. At the time of disinfecting the house, the Collector 
says the brother-in-law of the deceased was present ; but this is not true, as he was 
then in the hospital. And the water brought by the disinfecting party, instead 
of being thrown ‘away, was poured into the cistern in the house and_ therewith 


the whole house was washed. The Inspector of the disinfecting party took 


his stand in the doorway of the god-room and pointed out the particular parts 
to be washed by touching them with his stick. ‘The District Collector will do 


well to compare the letter written by Hayagrivacharya with others in his own - 
handwriting for his satisfaction. The letter of the deceased has not come before 


the public nor is it likely that it will ever come, since the Collector does not 
think it proper to make it public. Although the Collector is guiltless in the 
matter, it is but proper that the guilty should be brought to book and dealt 
with according to law so as to avoid the recurrence of a similar mistake in 
future. We hope the District Collector will kindly direct his attention to this 
matter. | 


$2, The Collector is thinking of making the people of Dhdrwar evacuate 
their houses if the plague does not show signs of abate- 

The Collector’s proposal of ment before the end of the rains. In his opinion, it 
evacuating the city of Dhar- i, far better to go and live in a safer climate than to 
Dharwir Vritt (115), 22na be cooped up in Dharwar and fall a prey to the 
Sept. ° lague. Those who have twice got themselves inocu- 
' lated will not be compelled to evacuate, but still it 

is not safe for them to continue to stay in plague-affected quarters. The unin- 
oculated will be driven out of the city, even with force if necessary.. We hope 


people will soon make arrangements for leaving the city. 


33. It is reported that Lieutenant Keelan, the chiet Plague Superintendent 
: of Dbarwar, enters the houses of the people in order to 
Complaint against Lieute- ascertain whether there are any plague cases in them 


nant Keelan, Plague Superin- nd removes the inmates forcibly to plague hospitals. 


be Bareéiek Potro (42), 19th even though they be ailing simply from ordinary 
> Sept, Eng. cole. distempers such as cold, cough, head-ache, &c.. The 

ec _ other day from the house of one Bhimsenacharya, he 
sent to the plague hospital a widow and a girl aged 20, both suffering from 
_ fever for over a week. The widow died the next day and the girl is awaiting 
her death. We hope Mr. Cappel, the District Collector, will advise Lieutenant 


_ Keelan in this matter. 


Remarks in connection more than any one can understand. Surely the . 
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fe __, 34, The rumours regarding the oppressive admi-- 
Complaints against Liente- istration of Lieutenant Keelan, Plague Superin-. 


nant Keelan, Plague Superin- FER | 
tendent, Dhérwir, contrae 'e2dent at Dharwar, are quite untrue and unworthy of. 


atau. credence. We tried our best to enlighten the public on 
Karndtak Vritt (94), 20th this point, but they put greater faith in rumours than ° 
Sept. in aa and thus subject themselves to unnecessary 
anxieties. 


35. <A report has gained currency among the people that in hospitals 
poison is administered to patients. Though this re- 
Complaint about the treat- port may not be literally true, still the commotion it 
"one hes ely sree tg plague has caused among the population leads us to infer that 
Raja hansa (25), 21st Sept. %6 may be true to some extent. When there is a rule 
that no medicine should be given against the will of 
the patient, it is unfair that he should be given any medicine, even when 
he expresses his unwillingness to take it, and it is sheer inhumanity and cruelty © 
to force it down his throat. We therefore invite the attention of Mr. Cappel, 
the District Collector, who is reputed to be a judicious officer, to this unsatis-_. 
factory state of things in plague hospitals. | 


36. We heard in the ake the last week that the nurses in the plague 
hospital at Dharwar forcibly gave medicine to the pati- 
R as tee a (42), 19th ents against their will, and that in one case the had 
. and feet of an able-bodied patient were tied and 
medicine was thrust into his throat. This news was, however, not altogether 
unfounded, For on enquiry we came to know froma reliable source that force 
was really used in two cases. ‘his, we cannot but say, was gross mismanagement. 
It is far from the intention of Government to force European or any other 
medicine whatever on a plague patient, and our worthy District Magistrate has, 
with a viéw to follow the policy of the Government in this particular, given 
full assurance to the people of his district in his circular dated 10th November 
last. We.therefore invite Mr. Cappel’s particular attention to the treatment 
of patients in the plague hospital. 


37. ‘The paper reports that a dacoity was committed in the hut of one 
Bengali gentleman named Wamanrao Kittur on the 

Remarks in connection with night cf the 13th instant. The gentleman had gone 
seatte a vad Dharwar. dee reside in the open for fear of the virulence of 
Kerndtak Patra (42), 19th Plague in the town of Dharwar. The dacoits dealt a 
Sept. serious blow with an axe on the head of Wamanrao, 
and made away with property worth about Rs. 400 

Where should then people live under these circumstances if in the town there 


is the fear of plague and plague authorities and outside the town there are 


dacoits P 


38. The Dhdrwdr Vrité quotes the figures of the attacks and deaths from 
plague of the last week (which show an average of 

Plague at Dharwarand the 15 attacks and 11 deaths per day) and remarks :— 
adjoining places. cong Luese are the figures of cases and deaths that are 
— Vritt (115), 22nd egistered. No account is taken of the persons that 
ee die in sheds outside the city. Similarly though dead 
bodies are found lying unclaimed in every part of the city, they are not included 
in the above figures. In about five or six villages in the vicinity of Dharwar 
plague is raging so fiercely that the average daily mortality in each place 


varies from 15 to 25. It is said that in one village the police patel, the sepoys 


and the guard all succumbed to plague and so there was perfect chaos. 


39. A correspondent writes :—On the 29th ultimo, a gentleman named 

| _ Narsinh Gangadhar went to see Lieutenant Keelan (for 

Plague operations at Hubli 4 nass) to enable him to gotoGadag. One of his eyes 

Hc hand a had become reddish owing to some defect therein and 
Karnatak Vritt (94), 13th “\ : raf nea a 

Sept. al hice the other was sore. This orpaennce of his created a 

suspicion in the mind of leutenant Keelan, who — 

thereupon examined him and saying that he was suffering from plague | 

ordered the police to remove him to the-plague hospital. He refused to go, 

Meanwhile the Mamlatdar of the téluka happened to come to the place, He 
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was then, instead of being carried on an ambulance, made to walk to the hospi- | 
tal. The next day he was discharged by Dr. Luman at the intercession of 
another gentleman. If the healthy are thus put to trouble, it passes one’s. 


comprehension to understand to what extent. the lame and the crippled must. 
have been made to suffer. 


isiek ts dee chilies 40. Since female doctors have been engaged to 
is semloy towels doctors to inoculate women at Dhérw&r, we see no reason why 
inoculate women at Gadag Similar arrangements should not be made at Gadag. 
(Dharwar), We therefore invite the attention of the municipal 
g natik Hanjiné (96), 22nd authorities to this matter and hope that they will 
“P" make this suggestion to the District Collector. 


41. The Adlidds publishes the following incident as having taken place 

at Koregaon in the Satéra District. It says:—A 

son (Oaeiee) ations at Kore- plague death occurred at Koregaon on the 29th of 

O Kalida: (127), 16th Sept. August. Thereupon the;First Assistant Collector came 

c to the place and advised the inhabitants to evacuate 

the town within four days. He also warned the people that those who failed to 

leave the place within that time would be prosecuted. Immediately after the First 

Assistant Collector was gone to his bungalow the Christian Mamlatdér of the 

place proclaimed that the people should evacuate their houses before 3 P.M. 

in the afternoon of that day and. that those who would not doso would be 

prosecuted. Some prosecutions are reported to have taken place accordingly, 
leading to the levy of fines from the alleged offenders. : 


42. Referring to the application of Mr. R. H. Vincent for pension, the 
Wiciinshe bn tha cevvicne ct 2 Opinion writes :-~It is close upon thirty-four 
Mr, R. H, Vincent, Police years since Mr. Vincent came to India. His retire- 
Commissioner, Bombay. ment will be a loss to both the Government and the 
Native Opinion (31), 18th people, as he has tried, during this long interval, to 
sett render valuable services to both. 


43. Since the spread of the news of the transfer of Mr. G. D. Panse, 
Trausfer of _Mr. G, D, the District Collector of Bijapur, in the town, invita- 
Panse, the: District Oollec- tions for pan supart have been pouring upon him from 
tor, Bijapur, regretted. all the leading citizens and associations, so much so 
Karnatak Vaibhav (198), that he finds it impossible to attend at all the parties. 
ve ee His just and impartial administration has secured for 
him the good wishes of the people and hence it is that they feel his departure so 
keenly. 3 Oe 


44. Governm ent being highly pleased with the manner in which Mr. 

., ..  D’Souza discharged his duty when this able and 

A Moga ad a een energetic officer was in charge of the detention camp 
Seieseshia (82), 24th Sept, Ot Anand, appointed him Acting Collector of Kaira. 
n this new capacity also he has been pursuing a just - 

and liberal policy and has been looking after the comfort-of the people, and it 

is hoped that he will be promoted to still more responsible posts in course of 

time. 3 | | 

45. A correspondent writes:—The Mamlatdar of Hubli holds his Court 

_ from 3 or 4 P.M. to 9 or 10 P.M. daily, and hence 

Complaint against the the suitors and witnesses who have to attend his Court 
agg of Hubli (Dhér- find it most inconvenient to return to their villages 
af oradtak Vritt (94), 20th in time. Moreover, the Mamlatdar has issued a strict 
Sept. circular to the surrounding villages that persons stop- 
. pingovernight at Hubli should be quarantined for 10 
days. From this one can easily judge of the difficulties of the people on this 

account. | | | | 


_ 46, ' Since our paragraph on the disappearance of the mounted policeman 

ican is ae was in type, we have learnt that his name was Azizullah 

Some particulars about the and that he was Head Constable in charge of the Manj- 
me aa ppt of a Head hand Thana. While engaged in tracing the bad-— 

».-» Oonstable ‘of Kardchi while | at Perey s 5, | 

returning from a place inthe ”@8hes concerned in the recent Dubao dacoity, he had 

_ Hyderabad District. © = gone as far as Sakrand in the Hyderabad District and 
__ Phania @), 17th Sept. = there on suspicion attempted to search the house of 

One Abdulla, a peon of the Nastri forest, who is said to 


hs 8 Shee eS 
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have opposed the search and obstructed him in the execution of his duties. A 
‘ complaint was ay “om filed by the Head Constable against the man in the — 

lass Magistrate of Sakrand for having obstructed him, buts 
while returning from the Court, he was, it appears, waylaid by some badmashes, __ 
and though six weeks have passed since then, nothing has as yet been seen of | 


- Court of the Second 


‘the man, It is therefore natural to hold that he has been murdered. The peon 


in question may know something of the matter and steps ought to be taken to | 


clear up the mystery. A man ought not to be lost without an attempt being 
made to discover. his fate. | 


? 


Legislation, 


47, What is all this about the new Bill regarding the adulteration of 
ghee? We thought that it contemplated legislation 
Comments on the Billfor on this one and one article of food alone; but it 
age eae. . pe gpa aa seems that along with it * food and drink ’’ are quietly 
ga ee smuggled in. This was never anticipated. It would 
Champion (2), 18th Sept. | be a dangerous thing to legislate about other articles of 
| : food and drink, which require most careful considera- 
tion. In fact, the Bombay Municipality, for some time past, has appointed a 
Committee to go carefully into the question on the lines on which legislation 
should proceed regarding them. That Committee has not made its rerort yet. 
Meanwhile it is surprising to find the Bombay Government driving a coach and 
six through this piece of legislation, which includes food and drink, under the 
garb of ghee adulteration. It would be scandalous to do so, and we must 
stoutly protest against such rash and ill-considered legislation. We must there- 
fore appeal to the members of the Select Committee to be on their guard and 
refrain from committing themselves to any other enactment save that on ghee. 
Is the Honourable Mr. Mehta aware of this smuggling in the Bill? If he is 
not, we trust he will see to it and make a bold stand against the smugglers, 


48. The Select Committee on the Ghee Adulteration Bill will meet to 
frame and submit its report to the Legislative Council 
to-morrow. Meanwhile we are informed that some of 
the members of the Committee intend to enter their 


Kaiser-o-Hind (18), 18th 
Sept., Eng. cols. 


emphatic protest against the manner in which other articles of food and drink - 


are to be brought under the purview of the provisions of the Bill. This would 
be grievous. Ifsuch be really the fact, the sooner the municipality and the city 
awake to oppose this insidioug attempt the better. Though we are strongly in 
favour of having some kind of effective legislation for the purpose of protectin 
the public against foods and drinks of a character mischievous to their health, 
we are not prepared to have such legislation enacted without full and fair 
discussion, 2nd without the public being first informed of the articles which are 
to be made the subject of the new law. It is a ticklish measure altogether and 
great care and circumspection are required in the matter. Lhe Bombay Muni- 
cipality is still considering this question of adulteration in other foods and 
drinks besides ghee, and it would be very wrong of Government and our popular 
legislators to allow the Bill in its present shape to pass, We are sure if the 
Objections are fairly pointed out, Government will pause before taking a leap in 
this matter, and that without consulting the public. 


Education. 


49. Under Secticn 12 of the Act of Incorporation, except by special order 

of the Senate no person shall be admitted as a candi- 

Remarks on the ee date for University degrees, unless he shall present to 
We ccbiadse-of- the Bomber the Senate “a certificate from any of the institutions 
ath eros for the recogni- authorised in that behalf by the Governor of Bombay 
tion of Colleges and other in Council to the effect that he has completed the 
educational vit ere ,. course of instruction prescribed by the Chancellor, 
rer (12), “P' Vice-Chancellor and Fellows of the said University; in 
See the bye-laws tobe made by them under the power in 
that behalf given by this Act.” A fair question arises in construing this provi- 
‘sion, whether the authorisation by Government is necessary in the case: of all 
con 729-—6 


“ as J 5 re 


"institutions which seek recognition at the hands of the University, but which do 
--. not.teach up to degree examinations, Itis obvious that those institutions which 
teach up to this standard must be recognised by Government, so far as the classes 
for the final degree examination are concerned. But the question still remains 
whether the sanction of the Government is necessary when the institutions 
seeking to be affiliated impart instruction to candidates for intermediate examina- 
tions only. The newly proposed rules make authorisation by Government in- 
dispensable all round. We fail to see why the Syndicate. should take up the 
responsibility of construing Section 12 by expressly declaring that such 
authorisation is required in all cases. Would it not be safer and more pru- 
dent to leave it to Government to decide'in what cases they must insist upon 
_exercising their power of authorisation? Asa matter of fact, Government have 
since the establishment of the University never exercised this power, and it is 
wrong on the part of the Syndicate to fetter the action of the University or to 
weaken its hands by depriving it of powers which it has so long enjoyed. Under 
the existing regulations it is again open to the Senate alone to withdraw their 
recognition in the case of an institution -which changes its course of instruction 
or ceases to educate up to the University standard. Under the new rules which 
the Senate is asked to sanction, the Senate is empowered to withdraw the pri- 
vilege of affiliation for other reasons as well, but its actionis subject to the 
approval of Government. It is strange that the Honourable Mr. Justice Ranade 
should have undertaken the duty of asking the Senate to adopt the proposals 
of the Syndicate. ‘The truth seems to be that the latter have not quite realised 
the full scope and significance of the changes they have recommended. But 
whoever the mover and seconder of the proposition may be, we trust the Fellows 
will bestow their most earnest and serious thought on the subject. 


60. The Bombay Victoria Jubilee Institute has been in existence for nearly 
: eleven years and hundreds of thousands of rupees 
Bombay Victoria Jubilee have been spent on it; but. we do not know of what 


‘Technical Institute consider- ° . want 
aaa fellas benefit it has been to the public at large beyond 


Jém-e-Jamshed (66), 21st SUpplying officers for the Bombay mills. With due 
Sept. deference to a few gentlemen of the Technical -Insti- 
| tute, we beg to say that the Institute. has been so 
long a failure and does not hold out any hopes of benefits to the progress of 
industries and arts in the country unless it undergoes a radical~ change in its 
constitution. We regret to sky that we are ignorant of the results of the an- 
nouncement that was made some time ago that the business of plumber would 
be taught in the Technical Institute. So nothing practical seems to have been 
done to make the Institute a means of promoting arts and industries in the 
country and therefore the number of students therein shows no appreciable 
increase. ) | 


51. In another article, the Jam-e-Jamshea refers to Mr. Talati’s lecture 
: recently delivered at Poona on industries and arts and 
Request to the Honourable the duties of educated people in connection therewith 
Mr. E. Giles to move Gov- : ss 
ernment to: appoint a 2d to the encouraging utterances of the Honourable 
Committee of experts to Mr. E. Giles from the presidential chair, and hopes 
enquire into the state of that Mr. Giles will move Government to appoint a 
industrial activities in the Committee of experts, headed by an experienced man 
Bombay Presidency. like tha Tk iin ils: Sumon Banal : : 
Ja’m-e-Jamshed (66), 2ist’ 4ike the Honourable Mr. Justice Kanade, to enquire 
Sept. into the state and progress of industrial activities in 
: this country and to submifa report of their investi- 
gations, and that steps will be taken to put technical education on a sound 
footing in this country. : 


Native States. 


52. A correspondent writes :—Before the Special Judge appointed by His 

| a Highness the Gaikwad, and now sitting at Visnagar to 

. Alleged inhuman treat- enquire into the Pilvai riots and to try those concerned 

a occa the accused in the therein, some of the prisoners told that they were 
*:.  -Pilvai riots case (Baroda). Po Stiga SRS & ° Pre 

© Champion (2), 18th Sept. Very. heavily ironed, and in consequence their hands. 

amd feet bled and were wounded by the  fetters. 


~ 
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‘Besides, they added they were always chained by twos, that is to say, one fetter : 
was used to link the right side of one to the left of the other, which compelled 
them to sit up day and night. Theinjured and bruised portions ached incessant- 


ly and horribly. The Judge, Mr. Sarangpani, finding that they told the trath 


when they unfolded to him the tale of the above inhuman treatment they were 
subjected to, asked the prosecuting counsel to explain. He immediately answer- 
ed that the accused were very dangerous people, and that the authorities thought 
it was what they richly deserved. Even Damodar Chapekar was never so heavily 
ironed, nor were the persons concerned in the recent Julai riots of Bombay, 
nor even the monsters who cruelly murdered two European soldiers in Bombay 
on the same occasion. This is most barbarous and inhuman, and unworthy of 
a State so enlightened as that of Baroda. Rightly speaking, if it was really 
desired to serve the ends of justice, an outsider ought to have been brought in to 
adjudicate on these Pilvai riots. I mean by an outsider, a man who received 
no pay, annuity or gratuity from the Baroda Government—in fact, one who was 
not beholden to if in any way. The decision which such an one might have 
given would be consonant with true unalloyed justice. An outsider would | 
certainly have left the Court and refused to proceed with the trial, had he 
received the answer the Judge got from the prosecution in reply to the 
latter’s question regarding the inhuman treatment of the prisoners, ‘The Special 
Judge is so securely manacled by official fetters that he could not leave his seat 
although himself brought into contempt and his authority defied as it were by 
the above astonishing answer of the prosecution. The result is that the poor 
miserable prisoners are still manacled and fettered as heavily as ever, and with- 
out the least hope of gétting redress. Let the Gaikwad picture to himself in the 
calm moments of night, when he lies down on his couch, the state of their minds, 
when they have silently to bear the unendurable shooting pain caused incessantly 
by the clanking irons krocking on the bruised and swollen parts every time 
they attempt to move their limbs. If he did so, I am sure he will not rest 
before making an end of their misery. 


53. Justice to be more effective must be combined with mercy. Severity 
and cruelty in de&ling with an offender frustrate their 
own object by creating sympathy rather than con- 
tempt for the victim. The chief end and aim of 
punishments is to lower the offender in the esteem of society and to hold him u 
for their contempt, so that the example may prevent others from followiug the 
same path., But instead of that, when sympathy for the offender is created by the 
Government, the object of justice and punishment is frustrated. In dealing with 
the Pilvai prisoners, the authorities would seem to have done exactly the thing they 
should have studiously avoided. The Champion of Sunday last contains a letter 
sioned “ Nestor’? regarding the treatment of the Pilvai prisoners. Now this, if 
literally true, is refined cruelty worthy of a Devising, The public prosecutor is 
said to have admitted the truth of this terrible indictment. His only plea for Gov- 
ernment was that the prisoners were a dangerous set of people and deserved the 
cruelty. This is certainly intolerable. Some time back we had expressed a 
hope that the authorities would not show vindictiveness in dealing with the 
prisoners, as their crime was the result of gross ignorance and romantic confi- 
dence in their own strength. That hope has not, it seems, been realised. We 
urge the Government to minutely enquire into the truth or otherwise of the 
accusation brought against them by the prisoners. If the charge be true, it is 
a disgrace to the present civilisation. — , 


54. It is to be regretted that Lieutenant-Colonel Hunter, the Political 
Agent of Kathidwar, should make so bold as to set at 

Complaint against Lieute- naught the orders of Government, as he seems to have ~ 
nunt-Colonel Hunter, Poli- gone from the manner in which he has filled almost all 
Oe ae ayati the posts at. Rajkot, high and low, with Nagars, and 
(71), 18th Sept. from his action in connection with the annuity given 


to Bai Shri Motiba, grandmother of the present Thakor 


Shri Sayaji Vijaya (383), 
21st Sept., Eng. cols, 


of Wadhw4n. Weare sorry Government see nothing objectionable in this, ie 


but we request them to direct their attention to the conduct of the Political i. 
Agent in these respects, and to take prompt steps with regard to the accumu- 
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ae lated amount of the annuity due to the old lady, as it is feared that she will 
either commit suicide or be murdered by the Thakor, ‘who is at his wits’ end to 
-. ‘procure the amount in consequence of the indebted condition of the State and 


¢ 


is inability to pay the salaries of his servants for the last eight months or so. 


55. There are several Banias, who have been employed in the Political 
ii ie . Agency and Native States of Kathidwar for a long 
(71), pte “ee tmayats time, and it is difficult to understand why Lieutenant- 
me ve Colonel Hunter, the present Political Agent of Kathid- 
wir, is not well disposed towards them, while he is in entire’*sympathy with the 
- Nagar officials, If some of the predecessors of the present Political Agent have 
connived at the offences of Bania officials and shown them special favour, 
and if Lieutenant-Colonel Hunter wants now to set things right, the Bombay 
Government are to consider how far those Political Agents were responsible. 
It is desirable that Government should acquaint themselves thoroughly with 
the measures taken by Lieutenant-Colonel Hunter to check the mal-practices 
of his favourite Nagar officials, who are equally in the wrong with the Bania 
officers. No action seems to have been taken in connection with the old 
report about the sum of Rs. 22,000 which Mr. Vithaldas Samaldas, Diwan of 
Bh4vnagar, is alleged to have taken from the State in 1896 for the benefit of 
Lieutenant-Colonel Hunter. We do not mean that the Political Agent has. 
received this amount, but one may infer from this that the Nagar, Karbharis 
also take undue advantage of the confidence placed inthem. ‘The people, 
moreover, make. various sorts of surmises about the selection of Mr. Samaldas 
Chhaganlal, a Nagar, as Karbhari of Wadhwan, whose administration has been 
far from satisfactory. We therefore request Government to enquire into the 
administration of Lieutenant-Colonel Hunter. 


56. It is necessary to know whether Lieutenant-Colonel. Hunter, the 
| Political Agent of Kathiawar, has got sufficient evi- 
Remarks on the suspension dence against Rao Bahadur Motichand Tulsi, State 
Se — of bce sd nae nee Ladhabhai 
> the -navaty Uarji, Deputy Assistant Political Agent, Jhalawad, 
pirnlewaice Minty Se ee cebaad Talal, Karblart of ick and Wr 
_ Maulchand Devysi, Karbhari of Bajana, whom he has 
recently suspended with the intention of prosecuting them for their alleged 
corrupt practices and for whose trial he is now endeavouring to secure the 
appointment of a Commission. Unless Government are satisfied on this point, 
it is not proper for them to take any steps against these officials. The present 
situation seems to be the outcome of the strained relations between the Banias 
and Nagars caused by the appointment of some Nagars to responsible posts in 
the Kathid4wdr Agency. It is difficult to understand why Lisutenant-Colonel 
Hunter, who relying on one-sided reports has taken such a prompt action 
against these Bania officials, is so indifferent to the loud complaints raised by 
the press against some of his trusted Nagar officials. We are in possession of 
some information which enables us to say that several Nagar officials have 
taken large sums of money from Native States for bribing Europgan officials and 
we are ready to supply the information to Government in case they appoint a 
special European officer to enquire into these matters. We, however, refrain 
from making any comments on the suspension of the Bania officials, though 
public opinion is not in favour of it, but request Government to make necessary 
enquiries into the matter before appointing a ‘Commission, and hope that 
Government will authorise the Commission to enquire into the conduct of the: 
Nagar Officials, — : | | 


57. It is difficult to assign any definite cause for the suspension of the 
a sree “a four officials, but it is widely reported that they have 
a . ad Times (44)9 ean suspended on account of some clue having been 
vo see found in che diary of the late Kumar Jorawarkhanji 
of Bajana as to the payment of a big sum to Messrs. Motichand, Manekchand 
+. -and Ladhabhai through the Karbhari.. We cannot anticipate the result af this, 
... but hear that all those who shia aa with the Bania party in the Agency are 
~ more or lessindanger. It is to be regretted that there should be’ factions in the 
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_ Agency and that either the Bania or the Nagar party should be accused of 
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receiving bribes. It is desirable, therefore, that the Political Agent should take 
steps to: remove the ill-feeling between the two parties and prevent further — 
complications. ens | 


iil o Ps _ said that —— attempts are pies 
e by the Congresswallas in India to secure fun 
eaten te Covent © - Se tis pa of keeping up the weekly India, but | 
warn the Chiefs in Kathi4waér °° : ping up y ’ 

not to contribute any money hitherto without any success. Some of the K4thiéwar - 
in support of the cause of Chiefsare generally the milch-cows of these Con 

the Indian National Con- wallas, and Government will do well to warn them not 
Or Phat Goftér (21), sth %© part even with a cowrie by way of satisfying the 
Sept., Eng. cols. demands of the over-loyal representatives of the teem- 

ing dumb millions of the country. 


Intelligence extracted from the Press. 


59. A fresh case of child-murder for want of food hails from Théna. The 
unfortunate accused in the case was one Yesu, who was 
A case of child-murderand convicted by the Sessions Judge of Thana, in case 
ge suicide in the No. 83 of 1898, and sentenced to a term of four 
na District said to be due ‘aie : ‘ Rap’ 
in Sais of fond. months’ simple imprisonment for attempted suicide, 
Mahrdtta (7), 18th Sept. | and transportation for life for the murder of her son. 
We learn that a recommendation for mercy has been 
made to Government on behalf of the woman and we have not the least doubt 
that mercy will be shown. But the consideration of the case does not end here. 
This is not the first case of its kindin the Thana District, and the recur- 
rence of such shocking things ought to force upon the mind of Government the 
fact that something is unusually wrong with the agriculturists and forest tribes 
of that district. We are thankful to the Thana Police for their discovery of 
this case, It cannot be said officially that famine prevails in the Thana District 
this year. Is the present case of child murder and attempted suicide by a 
woman to be accepted as an index of the normal condition of the agricultural 


or forest tribes P 


60. We hear of some disturbance committed byithe Kabulese at a distance 


a to the Collector 
of Belgaum to prevent the 
robberies committed by the 
Kabulese. 

Belgaum Same char (103), 
19th Sept. 


of about 6 or 7 miles on the Vengurla Road. They 
have with them their wives, cattle and weapons. ‘They 
give trouble to the inhabitants of every village 
through which they pass. When they fall in with 
an Officer they assume a very humble attitude and 
pass stealthily from one village to another. As the 


attack of the Kabulese on the temple of the goddess Shantadurga has created 
uite a horror in the minds of the people, we hope the Collector will soon stop 
their depredations according to the new Police Act, 


G. M. SATHE, 
Reporter on the Native Press, 


Office of the Reporter om the Native Press, 
New Secretariat, Bombay, 27th September 1898. 
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Politics and the Public Administration, 


1. The way in which the natives of India are being treated in South 
Africa is a disgrace to all Englishmen, wherever they 
Pho ag of India in South be;. for we cannot,’ for a ——— suppose that 
a es _ English public opinion is so powerless as to be unable 
28th Sept. ng. colar (7), “to force the acichansy of State for. the Colonies to 
ae compel the Transvaal Government to grant better 
treatment and more reasonable terms to the natives of India. But the Gov- — 
ernment of India, the chief champion of the Indians here and abroad, has 
shown stolid indifference, and has at best satisfied its conscience by raising a 
feeble and ineffectual protest. Mr. Chamberlain has completely turned his — 
coat ; he is no longer a Radical and a foe to oppression and wrong wherever they 
are found, He is now an Imperial jingo. Thus it seems that the poor help- 
less Indian has no other alternative than to quietly and without murmur suffer 
any oppression and indignity which the Transvaal Government may be pleased 
to heap upon him, Even the Transvaal Judges of the High Court have joined 
the mob. Weare now informed that the natives of India residing in Trans- 
vaal will shortly be required, under a recent judgment of the Transvaal High 
Court, to remove to locations outside the towns. Has the Indian become un- 
worthy to live inthe same town with the South African whiteman? Can - 
prejudice and narrow-mindedness go further? And yet it is the perpetrators of 
this injustice that talk tall of Greater Britain and so, on! : 


2. Excessive salt duty is a standing disgrace to the civilized Indian 

Government. The discontent produced by this heavy 

Alleged excessive salt duty taxation is real and deep-rooted. In spite of the 

_ me See produced _ ond protests of the Congress and the timely warnings. 

, Makritta (7), 2 sth Sent, given by Sir William Wedderburn and others, if 
’ Pt. ‘ ‘ 

those responsible for the good government of India, 

connive at this ‘ truly frightful state of things,’ they will aundoubtedly have to 

rue one day their indifference towards the sagacious and honest advice of the 

loyal Congresswallas. | : 


3. The question of the indebtedness of the agricultural classes is daily 
growing painfully importunate, Almost nine-tenths. 


snceer eet. of agricul- of the labouring population of the country is engaged - 
tural classes in india, in agri re. Land, moreover, is the principal 
Shri Sayajr Vijaya (38), in agricultu oS BOE RED the principal 


source of revenue to the Government. It is therefore... 

ce on we clea a serious problem, and one which the Government: 
cannot well afford to sleep over. The Government: has already tapped almost. 
all other sources of revenue; the land tax cannot be increased without causing 
serious hardship and leading to widespread discontent. Lhe cost of the adminis- . 
tration is growing by leaps and bounds. ‘The military jingoism is rampant, 
» and the country is almost on the byink of bankruptcy. And yet the Govern- 
ment does not seem to have awakened to any sense of itsduty. But it is not 
simply the agricultural classes that are growing hopelessly poor; a wail comes 
from Bengal that the Zamindar has not fared much better. The strict and 
almost severe revenue laws have been instrumental in transferring . the holdings : 
from the owners to the money-lending class. . Lands and even cattle are sold by 
Thus between the Government and the 


4. Ley e cS ea ANS Sen PEELS g ‘si, 

Ea tek haa ST Ae ee ee re oe atta oe Baste BR Bs 

ir Se aie aaa Ad et 3 aa 2 Be OSS pO PAR Sa har ae Sea 
BO Pott eS UR RBI NGS UAE Te SMe ts ee Se. 


4, The question of a successor to the late Sir Qharles Farran is being 
discussed in various quarters. Having regard to 
Remarks in connection the importance of the post and to the enormous 


with the selection forthe post ; aan ‘ % 
"i the Obie Justice of the i2fluence which a really learned, capable, inde 


Bombay High Court. pendent and impartial Judge at the head of the 4 
Gujarati (12), 25th Sept. Judiciary exercises upon the bench, the bar and the 4 
Eng. cols. | judicial administration in general, one can easily under- ee 


| stand the anxiety with which the public:are awaiting a 
satisfactory announcement on the subject. We believe the feeling is almost 
unanimous that a first-class lawyer, bred up in the freest atmosphere and the f 2 

. best traditions of England, should be appointed. It might be contended that | _. 
there is an obvious advantage in selecting some one with Indian experience. | a 
There is some force in this suggestion. But we are strongly inclined to believe 
that there are other considerations of overwhelming importance which override 
every other consideration. Indian experience is not everything, as it has: its 

ae | dicndvanta ges also. The presence of a strong, independent and thoroughly dis- 

a. passionate Judge at the head of the judiciary conduces most to the maintenance 

i of the public confidence in the High Court. The public want learned and cultured 
Judges on the bench, who will train legal practitioners by sympathetic encourage- | 
ment and elevate the tone of the bench and the bar by their own dignified : ca 

example. They wish to see such Judges and lawyers appointed to the highest a 

tribunal in the presidency as will, on crucial occasions, safeguard its reputation 

and independence, and inspire confidence in the people by their judicial bear- 

ing and sober utterances. Any kind of bias, irritability, conceit, impatience or | 

‘discourtesy on the part of a Judge is fatal to the maintenance of harmony, good 
feeling and public confidence. What is essential in a Chief Justice is the 
calmness of deep learning, judicial sympathy, dignified patience and absolute 

impartiality, which qualities are themselves an education and eminently calcu- | a 

lated to elicit respectful admiration for the High Court. Let us sincerely hope a 

that the Bombay High Court will be fortunate enough to secure such a Judge | 

for the present vacancy. 


5. Some of ovr contemporaries are of opinion that the Chief Justiceship 
should be. filled up by some competent practising 
barrister from England. This is, for instance, the 
view taken by the Champion. .It is eminently reason- 
able and we are heartily at one in this with our contemporary. But when 
it proceeds to remark that with the exception of Mr. Justice Parsons (the 
italics are ours) no other Judge on the Bombay Bench has shown such conspi- 
cuous abilities as to deserve the post of the Chief Justice, and strongly recom- 
mends that the office should be filled up by an eminent barrister from England 
even though such a course may necessitate an increase in the salary so as to 
offer him an inducement to come over here, we are not particularly inclined to 
. admire the consistency of our contemporary’s logic. Because, apart from the 
fact -that its suggestion to increase the pay of the office is not likely to find 
favour with Government, let it be noted that it admits that Mr. Justice 


Indu Prakash (29), 26th 
Sept., Eng. cols. 


~~ 


i 


Native talents should, as far as possible, be utilized even in the highest branch 
of the judicial service. A proportion of four English Judges to three Native 
Judges would be eminently satisfactory ; while the appointment of a third Indian 
Judge will be hailed with feelings of gratitude throughout the presidency. 


6. The death of Sir Charles Farran has left the post of the Chief Justice of | 
Shri Saydji Vijaya (38) the Bombay High Court vacant. The question is 
24th Sept. Eng. cols... being debated of his probable successor. On more 
than one ground a practising barrister of good repu- | 
tation is preferable. He will. be fresh from the free atmospbere of England 
and untrammelled by local prejudices. But ifa local man isto be selected, 
there cannot honestly be two opinions as to the fitness of Mr. Justice Parsons 
for the dignified post. But an attempt is made in some quarters to put in 
Mr. Justice Strachey of the Tilak case notoriety. He has high connections 
which may sway the decision of Lord George Hamilton. But his choice cannot 
be acceptable to the people. — 


7. The post of the Chief Justice of the Bombay High Court is, in our 
i; sis 166). Sich opinion, as high and honourable as the posts of the 
a gay =e Governor and his two Councillors. It is necessary, 
. therefore, that the Chief Justice should not only be a 
learned person, but also a very upright and impartial one. We therefore hope 
that Government will import afresh man from England instead of raising some 
one already in the service. The new Chief Justice of the Calcutta High Court 
showed a very praiseworthy spirit of independence and impartiality in Dr. 
Sircar’s case, and this shows how great is the difference between a fresh person 
imported from England and one already in the service in India. 


Release of Amba Prasad .. © Almost all those who were sentenced on a 
undergoing imprisonment Charge of sedition last-year have been released from 
for sedition desired. jail, excepting one Amba Prasad, who is rotting in 


: Shri Sayajt Vijaya (22), jail at Muradabad. We wish Government would 
Sth Sept. release him also. 


9, Our rulers succumbed last year to a severe attack of “ political influ- 

- enza’’ and we fear it is going to bea chronic dis- 

Changes in the regalations temper with them; and as a natural consequence 
regarding the re of this and of the new-fangled Black Act of 1898, 
cary Prisons me EN the days to come will likely see more than one “ dis- 
Indu Prakash (29), 26th tinguished”? convict in our jails. So the question 
Sept., Eng. cols. naturally arises as to whether. some radical changes 
| should not be made in the treatment of political pri- 
soners in India. A Bengali contemporary, the Indian Mirror, which has become 
lately quite a semi-official trumpet, called the treatment which Mr. Tilak re- 
ceived in jail tnhuman and barbarous. We think it was more than inhuman 
* and barbarous—it was monstrous. Had Mr. Tilak been in Eagland, or for the 
matter of that in any other civilized country, heswould have lost only his per- 
sonal liberty, but would have got all those comforts which are a necessity to every 
one born a gentleman. Thecase of Dr. Jameson of Johannesburg fame is in direct 
contrast with poor Mr. Tilak’s, The heart of England almost burst with indig- 
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barrister. ‘There is no earthly reason whatever why Bombay should have only = : | a 
two Indian Judges in the High Court. We believe that the time is come when ae 
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4 . in England will take up this question and see that this scandalous state of things 
does not long continue. | | 


10. The Dnydn Chakshu says that its editor had an interview with 
| Mr. Tilak about a fortnight after the latter’s release 
Interview beyween Mr. from jail, and publishes some of the important ques- 


z Tilak and a Poona editor. 


tions and answers which passed between them durin 
S mn Crea Dn Oa interview. The following are some of the snawere 

? given by Mr. Tilak :—He has neither seen the demon- 
strations held in all parts of the country in honour of his release nor read detailed. 
accounts of them, but has looked over the short summaries of some of them 


. published in the Kesari and the Mahratia which makes him think that the — 


people are overdoing the thing and that it would have been well if the demon- 
strations had not assumed such agrandscale. He knows that some people belong- 


ing to his own party have disapproved of his acceptance of the two. conditions 


‘on which he has been released, but they have quite misunderstood the conditions 


and are wrong in their opinion on the point. The form in which the two 


‘conditions were to be accepted was settled after a full discussion with Mr, Khare. 


Even if he had not agreed not to take an active part in any demonstration in 
honour of his release, as some of his partisans wished him to do, it would have 
been against well-approved custom for them to say that he should attend each 
and every demonstration in honour of his release from jail and be present there 
to accept the honours conferred on him by the:people. Indeed, he would never 
have gone personally to accept such honours. So there is no reason to think 
that the condition is in any way humiliating or has disabled him as a free citizen. 
All people understand the worthlessness of the other condition, viz., that he will 
have to suffer four months’ additional imprisonment in case he is again convicted 
after a trial and sentenced to imprisonment for seditious writings, and so this 
condition need not at all be taken into consideration. As regards the ques- 
tion of expiation for his having remained in jail for some days, Mr. Tilak 
said that he would not undergo: any expiation except so-far as is absolutely | 
necessary. The improvement in his diet, said Mr. Tilak, was not, as was 
rumoured, made at the instance of the medical adviser of the Insurance 
Company in which he had insured his life for Rs. 10,000, but it wasdue to the 
representation made to the Secretary of ,State for India by the well-known 
philanthropic body in England called the. John Howard Society, who were 
supplied with detailed information about his condition in jail. As regards his 
study of the Rigveda in jail and the theory formed by him about the antiquity 
of the Vedas, Mr. Tilak said that he was going to prove that the Vedic religion 
dates prior to the deluge. (Mr. Vaman Balkrishna Ranade, editor of the 
Dnya'n Chakshu, has subsequently to this alleged interview addressed a letter to 
some Poona papers, informing the public that the final proofs of the interview 
were not submitted for Mr. Tilak’s approval, that some matters which Mr. 
Tilak did not wish to be published have appeared therein, and that he (Mr. 
Ranade) is personally responsible for them.) oe 


, ape of Narayan, 
Shri Bayéji Vijaya (33), Of, “8 P 
24th Sept. BS 
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were raised in all parts of the town. The people had in the evening musical 

discourses, songs of melas and the reciting’ of the Vedas. In every placea’” — 
hotograph of Mr. Tilak being placed in a prominent position, pan supart was 
istributed to the people in token of joy for his release. ) 


13, The inhabitants of the Séyaj village in the Jalélpor Téluka of the Surat 
Gujarati (12), 25th Sept. District held a grand gathering in Ramchandra’s 


temple and celebrated with greatjrejoicings the release 
of the patriot Bal Gangadhar Tilak. ) piste 


14, A correspondent from Vinhere in the Mahdd subdivision of the 

ar (id) “SO Hat Kolaba District writes to the Kal that the place be- 

(126), “°P’: ing somewhat distant from Mahdd, the residents came 

to know of Mr. Tilak’s release on Thursday the 8th September, and that, asa 

token of their joy at the event, they distributed sugar, said prayers for Mr. Tilak, 
and had a big dinner party at which about a thousand persons dined together. . 


15. A. correspondent from Gudgeri (Dh4rwaér District) informs us that 
Rest’ Basie 06). a0 the 20th instant a meeting of the inhabitants, con- 
Sept.’ Rea ers 7 sisting of bankers, pleaders and others, all numberin 
Be about 400 persons, was held in one of the village 
temples, at which photographs of Mr. Tilak and the god Ganpati were placed 
on a raised dais and garlanded, speeches were made by different persons, all 
eulogistic of Mr. Tilak, and a congratulatory address was voted to Mr. Tilak. 


16. On last Sunday night we happened to be present at the Karachi City 
sciatic aida Sd station at the starting time of the mail train, when we 
Pre ra ‘ ee’ out noticed a lot of Pathan passengers there, and some 
of the public purse the fares Olice officials arranging for their departure by the 
for Musalmans Hajis (pil- train. One of the police officials, who happened to be 
grims). a ei aaa: ca, acquaintance, told us that the Pathans were Hajis 
9 Hh ert ronicle (9); ‘who had returned from Haj, and that he had come to 
: pay their fare and see them off to their homes. This 
reminded us of the resolution which the Government had passed some time back 
sanctioning the payment of fares for the Hajis. It so happened that there was . 
a Hindu pilgrim in another compartment who had come from Gya or some 
other place of worship (not from Jeddah to be sure) and curiosity led us to 
enquire if Government had also paid for his journey. ‘“‘ Not a bit of it,’ he said, 
Then why should Government pay fares for the Pathan pilgrims, most of whom, 
if not all, are merchants and well-to-do people? Saints and sinners are very 
much alike. Ifsome people happen to like pilgrimage, others fasting, or wearin 
sackcloth, or sleeping on thorns, they certainly have no right to follow their 
natural inclinations at the public expense. We are no advocates for meddling. 
with any religion. We would grant every one the license of free tiought on 
all religious questions, If people like to believe that they are the Third Person 
of the Trinity or that they are in direct communion with the unseen world, we 
“have not the slightest inclination to dispute the soundness of their belief. But 
the moment.they pretend that their faith justifies them in drawing on the public 
purse, we would have them treated exactly as we should treat those whose minds 
are so deranged that they cannot fairly be held responsible for their actions and 
require to be locked up as dangerous lunatics. We do not ask whether this 
policy of Government is reasonable or otherwise. The fact that it isan unpre- 
cedented policy is quite sufficient. | | 


1%, The Ohampion publishes a letter o 


Abkéri administration of 
Bombay and the system of gi 
giving liquor farms to ‘ select- 
ed men.’ : 

‘Champion (2), 25th Sept. 
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. The ever-ind peasants of the. Jévli, subdivision in the Sidra 
Oe District have been reduced to most abject misery 
_Agricultural misery insome owing to the continuous failure of Rodel 2 for the last 
on (Béthre) Jévit subdivi- three years. Many of the agriculturists have left 
Shubh Suchak (168), 28rd their homes and gone a-begging. One cannot but be 
? moved at:the sight of the emaciated forms of the men, 
women and children who are anxious to obtain a 
‘morsel of food and a rag of cloth. In 1896 crops failed owing4o want of rain, 
in 1897 they were eaten up by insects and this year they were washed away 
by the heavy downpour of rain. We are drawing attention to this miserable 
condition of the poor people with a hope that Mr. Dodgson, our District Col- 
lector, will kindly turn his attention to it. Now that the people have been lucky 
enough to have a separate Press Committee for each district, we hope the 
‘S4téra Press Committee will draw the attention of the Government to this 
state of things and earn the credit of saving the poor. Our humble request 
to Government is that they should take notice of this misery of the agricul- 
turists and adcpt measures for saving their lives. 


19. We shall not undertake to teach His Excellency the Governor the con- 
notation of what constitutes a “Government servant,”’ 
the Baents on the reply of ut neither His Excellency nor anybody else can deny 
én interpellation on the that inasmuch as Mr, Raje was entrusted with local 
question of pension for the plague duties and lost his life during their performance, 
family of Mr. Rajeof Sinnar he was nearly as much a Government servant as the 
ON Opinion (1), 25th deceased Hos ital Assistant or Dr. Gwyther himself. 
“hagge sang cole, Suppose Mr. Hajeas Chairman of the Sinnar Plague 
Committee had been guilty of sins of omission or 
commission, certainly under law, both civil and criminal, all lability would 
- have been his. It is a matter of pity, therefore, that the technical distinction 
‘between service and quwasi-service should be made an excuse for declining a 
pension to Mr. Raje’s family. This rejection of just claims is a serious Govern- 
ment blunder, which may discourage many a capable man from undertaking 
any quasi-Government duties, a satisfactory maintenance of which mainly 
rests on the living interest our leading men take in works of trust and 
responsibility entrusted to them. Lord Sandhurst will do well to reconsider. the 
question, and find sufficient means to make some provision for the deceased’ 8 
family, a . 


20. The Gurdkhi compares the case of the late Mr. Raje of Sinnar, sshith 


family was refused pension on account of Mr. Raje not 

Gurckhs (121), 25th Sept, sata been a Government servant, with that of Mr. 
L. F. Maclean, upon whose death consequent on his swallowing some. poisonous 
‘drug Government are said to have bestowed an annuity of £120 on his wife and 
yearly grants of £50 on his two sons until they reached the age of 21, and observes 
that Government take prompt notice of a petition made by the wife of a Euro- 
pean officer dying on account of having accidentally taken a poisonous drug, 
but none whatsoever of a petition for maintenance made by the wife of a Hindu 
Teader dying while serving the Government at a very critical time. - 


21. Under the heading “To whom has the plague done good ?”” the Gurdkhi 
writes:—Though thousands of families have been 
- Alleged good done to Euro- gathered to the dust on account of the lague at Bom- 
plague officers ‘by the ‘bay, Poona, Sinnar, Dhérwér and Hubli it has con- 
visitadon (121) emic., tributed largely to the prosperity of the European 
; "officers in India and those that were specially brought 
over from England. We need not repeat here how the 

_ soldiers 8 their coffers during the visitations of the scourge at | 
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 * 32. ‘The increasé in ore mortality that has been noticed. during the. ~ 
| ast week in Bombay is to be attributed! in a great — 
Increase of plague inBom- measure to the filthy condition in which some of the — 
oe and the duty of the local - oarts inhabited by poor men are found to be The «| 
ague Committee, ilidats: and ink: bead oa de oe. 
Bombay Samdchér (61), literate and poor residents of these buildings are 
29th Sept. unmindful of the danger, and their owners are apa- 
: | } _ thetic to it on purpose, because the removal of filth  ~- 
entails expenditure which they are loath to incur. It is therefore the duty  — 
of the Plague Committee to hafe these houses visited, inspected and cleansedand = 
to recover the cost from the house-owners. Dead rats are found to stink in such 
buildings, and the stink must pollute the air surrounding them. Privy rooms 
are also often left in a very dirty condition for a long time without steps being 
taken to cleanse and disinfect them. Unless, therefore, the Plague Committee 
move in the matter and compel house-owners to pay attention to the sanitary 
condition of their premises by. carrying out the cleansing operations under their 
own supervision, the rate of plague mortality will show no improvement. - It is 
no use entrusting this matter to the lower subordinates, for they are corrupt and 
open to bribery. The municipality is also in some measure responsible for the 
enhanced mortality in the town. The streets are not now-a-days kept in a 
clean state. This is perhaps owing to the straitened condition of its finances. 
In. connection with this it cannot but: be regretted that the Government of 
India has refused to advance a loan to the Municipal Corporation, though the 
. latter has been recommended for it by the Local Government. 


23. In strange contrast with the declaration of Government in favour of 

New vlacue volicy of the #POlishing quarantine and detention, and allowing 

aakay Getecons ent andthe greater freedom of movement to the people, comes the 

alleged extraordinary strin- News Of extraordinary stringency the Poona plague 

‘gency = the Poona plague authorities are said to have introduced in the rules 

authorities. regulating the incoming traffic. As a rule, all are 
, 3 

Ys alg Riptetater: <P), Bhim subjected to the so-called disinfection baths, and 

eens orders have been issued to detain in quarantine 


arrivals at any station between Poona and Dhond, on one side, and Poona and. 
- Lanowli, on the other, unless they proance passes from the plague authorities. 


of the places whence they come. We wonder what the meaning of all this is, 


24. When the Bombay Chamber of — submitted a long and wor 
ee ; rgued memorial to the Bombay Government on t 
Mohedite (1), 3th Pept. lanes measures, exposing sn Wortileentiche of many 
of them, it was trumpeted in some of the Bombay dailies that Lord Sandhurst’s 
Government: was really going to inaugurate a new plague policy. ‘The news was 
received with extreme joy in Bombay and elsewhere. It was published that 
Government wished it to be understood that detention camps and passes 
would be discontinued, and that'a very strict medical examination accompanied 
by. disinfection of clothing where necessary’ would be instituted at con- 
.venient centres and at places of arrival, The Poona public thought that the 
day of liberation from the over-stringent precautions of the Plague Com- 
mittee was nigh at hand. But they were cruelly deceived in their expectations ; 
for, the alleged Government Resolution, it is unreasonably believed, was not 
allowed by some. een plague authorities to see the light, Government 
wished to discontinue the system of issuing passes, but the Poona Plague Com- 
mittee, without any ostensible reason, again revived all of a sudden the system — 
of issuing passes, and for the last two weeks the inhabitants.of Poona have been = 
unreasonably and foolishly compelled to waste their timein seeking outthe chief 
volunteer or the plague authority to procure a pass. Passengers without passesat . 
_ the railway station are not booked, Sani Poona shows a clean bill of health. =~ 
Practically no outsider is admitted into the city without disinfection and sur- «© | 
veillance,’ Under these circumstances some peri naturally are at alossto = & 
assign any reason for this tyrannical whim of the plague authorities, It may = =. | 
be explamed: on the most unchai pag itad Sesiam believed to be true by  — 
some of the credulous public, that it is intended as a sort of vehement protest — 
gainst ‘the Government. Resolution, in. embryo which indirectly aims atthe — 
rewarded’ by being created Rao Bahadurs and — 
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: Municipal Commissioners, will use their influence with the plagoe authorities | 
~ and induce them to put:a stop to this newly revived system of passes. 


96. It was the belief of many that the admission made by His Excellency 
aes | the Governor atthe last meeting of the Legislative 
___ Kesari (131), 27th Sept. = Council of the utter uselessness of segregation, qua- 
- tantine and other plague measures and the memorial sent to Government by the 
Bombay Chamber of Commerce about that matter would soén be followed by a 
Government resolution abolishing these restrictions on people’s liberty. The 
Bombay dailies also recently published the news that a resolution to this effect 
would soon be passed and the .peok were expecting that the disinfecting bath 
at Poona would be discontinued. . But peti | ave lost sight of the fact that Poona 
differs from Bombay in many respects and that the plague history of Poona is 
quite different fromthat of Bombay. Simultaneously with the declaration of the 
a conaoent about their intention of mitigating the rigour of the plague measures 
the rules with respect to the disinfecting bath at the Poona station were made 
rigid and no railway ticket could be issued without a pass from either the chief 
volunteer or a plague officer. We do not see why, when there is no plague at 
Poona, people desiring to leave that station should be required to obtain passes 
from the Plague Committee. It is rumoured that by the efforts of some 
narrow-minded persons the Government resolution above referred to is kept back 
from being published. 


26. One Mr. M. G. Abhyankar, in a. letter to the Kesari, describes 

va the disinfecting operations at the Poona station as 

The disinfecting bath at follows:—First, the passengers are marched to a 
the Poona station, | 

 Kesars (181), 27th Sept. "00m 25 feet long by 12 feet broad, where they are 

fast locked up. We were nearly five or six hundred 

rsons in this room and so I was choked almost to death, and was reminded of the 

Black Hole of Calcutta. After a while the soldiers came and they led us to the 

bath rooms, which are about ten in number, where we were compelled to take 

naked baths. Owing to the small number of bath rooms two or three persons are 


obliged to bathe simultaneously, standing naked in face of each other. 


27. Mr. Cappel’s memo. to the press contains one or two __ points 
‘Meciaveisas off Wuuls which appear weak or untenable to an outsider, and 
men for disinfecting houses Some Native papers have criticised them.in a manner 
at Dh4rwar defended. not very complimentary to that gentleman. The first 
Karndtak Patra (42),26th is the fact that low-caste men were sent to disinfect 
Rept, Rng. cols,, Hayagrivacharya’s house and the houses of other Brah- 
mins. Some of our contemporaries of Poona and: Bombay ask why this. was 
done, and say that this was a glaring instance of high-handedness intended 
to offend the caste prejudices of individuals of the highest caste. But we think 
that had they known the real state of things at Dharwar, they would have 
written quite differently. Most of the important officers doing plague duties 
under the orders of Mr, Cappel are Brahmins and they have as much - respect 
and regard for the feelings of their caste‘as any Brahmin can have. But 
what can they or even Mr. Cappel do if coolies of higher castes cannot. be 
had to do duties such as those of disinfecting plague-stri¢ken houses, carrying 
away plague corpses, &c.? We know for certain that no coolie of any higher 
caste had courage at the beginning to enter a.house in which a plague death 
had occurred, while Mahars and Bhangis undauntedly did what they were told 
to do in such houses. It is under these circumstances that Bhangis were 
sent reluctantly enough to disinfect: Hayagrivacharya’s house. 


28, The story of the suicide by a Brahmin priest at Dhérwar isa sad 
7 : _— Reported poicide’ of a- 
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feelings and susceptibilities of the people. It seems from the accounts that. 
have appeared that it is not the press that is likely to create difficulties, but — 
that these are likely to be increased unless Mr. Cappel, District Magistrate and 

Collector, tries to understand the situation better than he has done. Mr. Oappel ° 
is a Collector, and an officer of his position and standing ought to know that 
the presence of Bhangis or other low-caste persons will not be tolerated in any 
Hindu house. If plague officers have not yet mastered this most elementary 
fact of Indian social life, they ought not to be plague officers at all. European 
soldiers, when employed on plague duty, are handsomely paid. Imported 
doctors are being given rich salaries for doing work which experienced Indian 
medical men can do in a much more satisfactory manner. Why then should — 
Bhangis or other low-caste persons be at all employed, when the payment of 
better wages would secure the services of persons to whom the people can have no. 
objection? Mr. Cappel’s refusal to give a copy of the letter written by the 
deceased priest is to us absolutely unintelligible, because it is calculated to mystify 
the whole situation and lead to further suspicion and distrust. He very properly 
appeals to the press not to add to the difficulties of plague measures by giving 
currency to unauthenticated stories. No journal worth the name has the least 
desire to create difficulties, But it is a pity that officers should create them for 
themselves. After the suicide the Municipal Commissioners of Dharwar as- 
sembled to ‘consider the matter and allay excitement by recommending more 
satisfactory measures. The report of the proceedings of this meeting, as has 
appeared in the Mahratia and the Hindu, discloses a painful story. We refrained 
from commenting upon it last time. We have waited for any contradiction in 
vain. Mr. Cappel, instead of sifting the matter to the bottom by an independent 
enquiry, is said to have stopped all discussion by threatening ‘the Municipal 
Commissioners with expulsion! ‘Thereupon five elected commissioners and one 
nominated member resigned their seats owing to this high-handed treatment. 
If the story is true (and we sincerely hope it is not true), does Mr. Cappel believe 
that his action will not augment the difficulties of the plague administration ? 
We donot desire to comment upon the incident further, Though it ought 
not to be allowed to rest here, we are ready to wait for further light and 
information. In the meanwhile, we think it our plain duty to ask His 
Excellency the Governor to indulge less in empty platitudes and see that his 
public declarations mean something more than futile professions and are treated 
with the respect they deserve by subordinate officers in the whole presidency. 


29. Referring to the notices issued for filling up the seats vacated by the 


| 5 resignations of some commissioners of the Dharwar 
Remar’ 181), Se Bap, Municipality, the Kesari says :—Had the Collector 
devoted sometime to the conciliating of the municipal members and the people 
in general, they would have credited him with the possession of those qualities 
which our clever rulers specially possess. However, looking to his prompt 
notification about Hayagrivacharya’s suicide and his arrangements for securing 
at cheap rates bamboos and other building materials for the sheds of the poor, it 
does not appear that the Collector is one who would totally disregard public 
, opinion and conveniences, We humbly suggest to the Collector that this is not 
the time to get exasperated on account of Hayagrivacharya’s suicide. Our news- 
agent at Dharwar wires to us that the people are quite despondent owing to the 
rigid enforcement of the plague rules. Even when rain is drizzling incessantly, 
old persons and children have to stay ix the sheds outside tke city. Even there 
they are not safe from the hand of death. Thefts are extensively committed 
and persons at times suffer rough treatment at the hands of thieves. Though 
in the opinion of the Civil Surgeon a full dose of inoculation taken once is as 
efficacious. as two half-doses taken. separately, the Collector grants no con- 
eessions to persons who have been only once inoculated with the full dose. The 
Collector ought to have, before asking the people to evacuate their houses, made 
- gome provision for protecting the people from the effects of blasts in the open 
and for the safety of their eee. But we fear the Collector might be — 
helpless in the matter for want of funds, However, we hope that he will. 
grant proper concessions to the people, abstain from unnecessarily wounding — 
their feelings, and soon tide over the present calamity, ; Se 
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80. The suicide committed by Hayagrivacharya at Dhérwér clearly — 
-—‘Ayunodaya (100), 25th Sept, Proves: that’ the present. administration. is. defective | 
ee ; "in that persotis who are totally ignorant of the social 
and religious prejudices of the people are appointed to such high and responsible 
posts as those of District Collectors. We hope the Government will see its way 
to remedying this defect, otherwise these officers will some day do harm to their 
high prestige. The high-caste Hindus hold in utter contempt the lower castes 
whose profession it is to be engaged in dirty works, and regard god-rooms as 
the most sacred places. We are ata loss to understang-how the Collector of 
Dhérwér got the god-room of Hayagrivacharya washed by Bhangis and how he has 
now become so bold as to justify his action. Really Hayagrivacharya must 
be of avery pious cast of mind to have vented his wrath on himself rather | 
than on anybody else. We have no doubt that the Government, becoming wiser 
by this example, will dismiss all such officers as are ignorant of the religious 
ideas of the people and send them to some school to learn them. a 


81. The Jagadhitechchhu refers to the alleged suicide of Hayagrivacharya . 

at Dharwar, to the circumstance of the compulsory 

_ Plague operations at Dhér- washing of his house by low-caste labourers reported to 

pe and their results. have been the cause of this suicide and to the bodily 

agadhitechchhu (124), . . . gle | ‘ , insite 

24th Sept. ’ injuries which people leaving Dharwar and living in 

sheds in jungles are said to have suffered at the hands 

of attacking robbers, observes that the plague measures of Government, instead 

of:causing theepidemic to disappear, only involve people into other miseries, and 

advises the people to apprise Government of this state of things at Dharwar by 
addressing petitions to them on the subject. 


— 32. A Plague Relief Fund Committee has been 
started at Dharwar under the auspicies of the District 
Plague Relief Fund Com- (o}jector, the European officers of the place being the 
mittee at Dharwar. , : ‘ : sper | 
Karnatak Patra (42), 26th Chief contributors toit. The main object of the com- 
Sept. | mittee is to provide the plague-affected people with - 
‘ all their requisites. 


33. Wedo not see any good resulting from the recent order of the Col 

: lector prohibiting persons from going from one house- 

to another without getting a pass from the plague 

Po of the Collector of authorities. It only entails a good deal of trouble 
ganm peean"s ™ove- upon the people who have thus to | 

ments in the city. pon the people who have thus to secure passes, 

Dhureen (116), 26th Sept. In our opinion there is no use enforcing such trouble- 

. some orders. . Po 


Comments on the recent 


34, A large concourse of persons, both Native and European, was present 
we ‘ ee yesterday on the Belgaum Station to bid good-bye to 
seed demonstration at Lajor Minchin,the Cantonment Magistrateof Belgaum... 
gaum and demonstration a | | “yf ee ey oe | Ta HES 
the Belgaum Station in ‘Lhe people of this place regret his departure, as it was 
honour of Major Minchin. —_ owing to his efforts that many lives were saved last 
peers (116), ai ny a year, and kad it not been for the Government’s failing 
(103) oeue ‘Sept. ome’ t% sapply the requisite amount of money he would 
have done the same this year. [The Belgaum Samd- 
char states that about a thousand persons had come to the station to see Major 
Minchin off. When the fruit-sellers were attacked by plague in large numbers 
and when they were consequently deprived of their means of maintenance, 
Major Minchin supported them with his own money, | 


35. We are aware that owing to public exigencies Government have quar- 

pts tered punitive: police in several parts of Sind. From 

- , Complaint abont the a’eges the correspondence recently received, it seems that the 

conduct of the sepoys and SSPOY8, &e., of that police are conducting themselves 

officers of the additional po- in such a manner as if they have been employed to 

lice foree quartered in several oppress the people. They seem. to forget that the 
0 


parts of Sind, — t of Gov nt in keonin stionnal -nolica:.? 
Bor handycam object of Government in keeping additional police: is 
eee Eneeet Tet aI to strengthen the existing force and thereby free the 


°° Sept. A. SEES VUE AO DATSUNS. a" td heranar 
bay eee people :from the raids of notorious bad characters, 
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‘We do not. know whether the sepoys and officers of punitive police receive such +7 
instructions from their respective District Superintendents. We beg to draw © & 
the attention of the authorities to this state of things. We are sure that. if: ae 
the additional police do not act high-handedly as the ordinary police some- —- 


times do in villages, and do everything in a lawful manner, the people will be — = 
impressed with the fact that in the British Raj no one can injure another with ‘a 
impunity. But if they extort rasaz and do other unlawful things, they will, 

_on the contrary, do more harm than good; for human nature is so constituted 

that the people upon whom the additional police is quartered will become the 
more incensed at the fresh injuries_inflicted. It is therefore necessary that 
Government should employ such men in the*punitive police as are experienced, 
honest and educated, and, if possible, religious and God-fearing. Thereby not 
only will the notorious be made to desist from their evil practices, but they will 
also be weaned from them. oe 


36. Referring to certain recent changes in the Police Department at 
‘Dhulia, the Khandesh Vaibhav says :—We are astonish- 
Comments on certain recent - ed at the fact that Mr, Sathe, who has been for a long 
-, arg hick, Police time acting as Chief Constable at Dhulia, who also, 
Khandesh Vaibhan (139), like Rao Saheb Rao, never spared himself during the , 
23rd Sept. riots and in whose time the number of thefts has been 
greatly reduced, has not now been made permanent. 
Just as negligence in performing one’s duty is to be visited with severe punish- 
ment, so also diligence in doing it ought to be rewarded with promotion. The 
Police Superintendent is requested to ascertain whether there is’ any truth in a 
the report that some of Mr. Sathe’s juniors have been promoted to posts higher oS 
than his own. ) : ae 


7 


Education. 


37. Sir M. M. Bhownagri has quite assured his position in England, and 
it is not unlikely that he may some day get into the 
Sir M, M. Bhownagrionthe Cabinet, He is generally listened to with attention. 
ag pees sa a 0) 28 1, Lhe speech that he made in the debate on the Indian 
Sept. Mog: el. Budget in the House of Commons on August 11th 
tua. Fae must have made a very favourable impression upon 
those who heard him. Availing himself of the opportunity offered by the dis- 
cussion which took place upon. the amendment on which a division had been 
taken, he made some very interesting, instructive, and at the same time con- 
‘vincing remarks on the Indian educational system on which the Secretary of oS 
State for India also had expressed very significant views. There is not the least a 
doubt that the Indian system cf education, initiated benevolently and followed | ee 
out on the lines which its framers designed, has entirely failed of the influence 
for good which they must have intended it should exercise on those who availed 
themselves of it. No one will deny that national education as imparted in India 
falls far short of the attainment of national prosperity. The system ‘of cram- 
ming has sapped the vitality of the youth to such an extent as should fit him, 
after his college career, only to take his place ina lunatic asylum. ‘To the 
almost entire neglect of technical and industrious pursuit, every year hundreds 
and thousands of graduates and undergraduates are turned out by our Univer- 
sity factories, to the great dismay of all, for what isthe worth of that education a 
which cannot. provide them with the means of livelihood ? = 


88. According to the Bombay Gazette, Government have refused to sanc- 
ett che : tion the proposal to establish a second Law College. 
p Comment on ar deacon ‘The promoters were not altogether unprepared to hear - 
Pz sain ottnith te proposal to such a decision. From the beginning it has called 
establish a second Law Col- forth interested opposition from certain persons ‘who 
Jege in Bombay. are in a position to influence the decision of Govern- 
_, Gujarati (12), 20th Septs ment. At the meeting of the Senate the opponents 
Eng. cols.. . rons Tehcd (OA Dae wt ce xe, ate 
eee did not put forward a single decent and forcible 
ground for not recognizing the proposed Law College. Lord Harris informed 
the Honourable Mr, Mehta, when he-‘asked Government to take up the . — 
management of the Ahmedabad College, that the authorities were anxiousto 


“ gonsistently encourage private effort. But arguments that are suggested by 
ihe exigencies of the moment are also conveniently forgotten in presence of 
- other exigencies. The public were told only a few weeks ago that a decision 
of the Syndicate was entitled to greater sg ott than that of the Senate. Here 
were two concurrent decisions of the two bodies in favour of granting per- 
mission to open a new Law College. But consistency of principle is an 
unpardonable vice, and so their recommendations are ignored and sanction 
refused to the new institution. Government think that the presence of another 


refusal to authorize another insgitution to work in friendly rivalry with it 
seems evidently to have been prompted by narrow-minded considerations and 
by a spirit opposed to the loud professions of Government of their ardent desire to 
foster private enterprise. The Government Law School has been known to be 
a big farce for years together. The promoters of the rival College are, however, 
entitled to congratulate themselves on the fact that they have forced the autho- 
rities to consider the question of reforming their precious Law School, What 
loud and continued protests on the part of educationists, lawyers, helpless 
students and.the Native press failed to achieve for the last quarter of a century, 
the promoters of the new institution have accomplished within six months. ‘The 
Law School Reform Committee have made certain recommendations. We have 
not much faith in their efficacy, because we do not think that Government are 
at all in a position to carry them out. 


o 


-89.. A committee of experts is said to have been formed at Poona for the 


__ Approval of the proposed from the Marathi Departmental Series of books, 
ar ag eam gre This is a very good move and is very welcome. But 
head masters of Anglo-Verna. @nother and more practicable and liberal concession 
cular schools as regards the has been made by the Director of Public Instruction. 
a ok English books in their A notification signed by Mr. Giles and dated the 13th 
SCDOOIS. ° sie 

Hocahey’ Back’ Yadion’ (1), August appears in the Bombay Educational Record, 


30th Sept., Eng. cols. releasing head masters of secondary schools from 


in 1894 for use in Anglo-Vernacular standards. The masters have now the 
option of selecting the books for their schools, provided only that any book so 
selected be approved of by the Educational Inspector of the Division. For this 


introduction to the Inspector, Mr. Giles deserves the thanks of many schools 
for such popular and beneficial reforms. As there isa vast number of schools 
a teaching a still larger heterogeneous class, it is very satisfactory and politic’ to 
a allow the different classes and creeds in general to adopt such books as are 
a ‘Suited to their morals and religion. It.is to be hoped that, if this change is 


cerned will take early steps to get introduced books quite suitable to our youth, 
especially with reference to their religion, eae 


- Municipalities. 


40. Wecan think of no better re, of fe eee ergs worse 

He rescription than the one which the Bombay Govern- 

: Pook aud tes comndly sleet: bee hav supplied by their attributing the outbreak 
ed. to by Government for of plague to the insanitary condition of Poona, and 
Fee, oe ote ids seeking to remedy that evil by increasing the strength 
— + Mahrdiia (7), 25th Sept. of the nominated members in the Poona Municipality. 
». - . We had certainly expected Government to show better sense in the matter. 

~~. Weexpected them to grant a large loan to the Poona Municipality on very easy 

. _.. terms, in order to enable them to undertake the costly reforms in the sanitation 
_,, Of the city, to give them gratis their advice and the assistance of their profes- 


. sional experts in sanitation and engineering, to give increased powers to the 
Municipal Secretary so as to make him a really useful and respected executive 
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sentation of the more intelligent and educated electorate. But Government 
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institution would cripple the resources of their wonderftfl Law School. The 


purpose of expunging objectionable words or sentences 


rigid adherence to the list of English books prescribed _ 


purpose a copy of the proposed book should be sent three months before its 


applicable to our East Indian Anglo-Vernacular Schools, the authorities con- 


y measures to increase the strength of the repre- 
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‘have dono nothing of the kind, but only imposed eight more members on their 
behalf upon the municipality, and shaken public confidence in Government _ 


_ that Government, perhaps as a result of the loud protests made in these and 


~ nations this time. But that fact can in no way justify the encroachment — : 
upon the franchise of the people. Government have succeeded in showing 


them with reference to Dr. Barry’s attack upon the municipality and to the © ay 


improve the city as Government themselves, But the question is how to do it; 


make it pay the expenses of such a national calamity as the plague, though if 


the people of Poona in the form of a bani peaing with their municipal constitution. — 


the elective element to the minimum allowed by law. 


Ma 


doings with regard to local self-government generally. We have to recognise — 


in the columns of other Native papers, shown some care in making their nomi- =~ 


not so much real anxiety to betfér the sanitary condition of Poona as @ 
besetting craving to humiliate Poona. For, if it were otherwise, they would (3 
have done something which would have enabled the municipality to effect the 3 
necessary reforms, and not embarrassed it as at present. The conduct of Gove (3 
ernment is all the more inexplicable to us, because a recent resolution issued by 


- 


answer given,to it by that body, duly recognises the fact that the work of reform- 
ing an oriental and ancient city like Poona wasreally very great,and practically © 
exculpates the municipality from the blame which Dr. Barry had sought to 
fasten upon it. The people, it must be admitted, have as great a desire to 


and we have not the least hesitation in saying that the method adopted by Gov- 
ernment, viz., that of diminishing the strength of the popular representation on 
the municipal board, is not at all beneficial. 


41. The chances of a' majority of non-official members over the offi- 
; cial ones are immensely curtailed by the recent 
dun meaee Government and ingrease made in the number of nominated commis- 
e Poona Municipality. , yt Pe Pete 
Kosari (181), 27th Sept.  Sloners in the Poona Municipality.. Government 
intend to make use of the latter, not merely as a brake 
for checking sudden changes, but as an engine to lead the municipality in accord- 
ance with their views. There might have been, we admit, some defects in the 
working of our municipality, but looking to tne opinion so recently expressed 
by His Excellency the Governor of Madras while replying to the address of 
some municipality in that presidency that some of the Indian municipalities 
were so well managed that they could well bear comparison with those of 
Europe, and looking also to the fact that the system of local self-government, 
though foreign to us, has taken such a deep root in so short a time, Government 
would have done better to encourage it by laying down certain rules for remov- 
ing the defects in the present system than seek their own selfish interests 
by effecting such a radical change, ‘The Poona Municipality is required 
to shelve many of its sanitary schemes on account of the miserable state 
of its treasury. Government should therefore at such a juncture come 
forward to help the municipality by offering a loan without interest, or at 
least at a very low interest, by allowing the municipality te benefit itself by the 
knowledge and experience of Government medical and engineering officers and by 
allowing it to throw somewhat greater responsibility on the Municipal Secretary, 
But the present attitude of the Government in referring the municipality to 
usurious money-lenders whenever it asks for a loan and in being ever ready to 


professes .all the while to further the interests of local self-government, is very 
inconsistent and will never be commended by any thoughtful person. 


42, We publish elsewhere a list of persons nominated by Government on 

a the Poona Municipality and it willbe at onceseen ~ 

. Goverment nominete on that the list is eminently satisfactory. We had my fa ea 
the Poona Municipality. ed as much from.the beginning. The good quality of — 
meds +f — (3), 46th the nominated members would thus serve as the sugar 
ipsa with which to coat the bitter pill to be administered to __ 


The people seemed to have gulped down the pill with ease, if we are tojudgefrom — 
their apathy in the matter. We hope that the same solicitude will continue — 


to be shown by the Government in making nominations in future. The 
Government would also do well to nominate two more members to bring down | 


+ 
a 
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<""* 48. A correspondent writes :—Local self-government isa boon bestowed 
Mee ars upon the people: of this country by the Government, 
t~ ~# Complaint against the Act- whose duty it is to watch its progress with paternal 
ae sllemer ile wnt ore ‘anxiety. It is a recognized fact that the mofussil 
| a the udnapeinent of the municipalities have gained much by their past expe- 
_ municipalities in the district. tience and can be safely trusted to manage their 
_. Champion (2), 25th Sept. internal affairs, It is necessary for the sutcesy of the 
oe és -. object Governrflent had in yew when granting this 
... ‘ight, that Government officers should not interfere with their internal arrange- 
--ments and that every attempt to avail themselves of trifling defects as excuse for 
- “unjust interference in the otherwise exclusive rights of the rate-payers should be 
‘discouraged. A case of such interference has come to my notice, and I avail 
myself of your kindness for the information of superior officers, who, I am sure, . 
will set the matter right. There are more than ten municipal bodies under the 
control of the Collector of the Kaira Zilla, The present Acting Collector 
asked the presidents of six or seven municipalities to move their boards for a 
mutual transfer of their secretaries, Some boards, I hear, were against the 
proposed transfers, Their secretaries are experienced men, having put more 
than thirty years’ municipal service to their credit; and the reluctance of the 
boards to lose faithful and tried servants on the eve of their retirement is quite 
natural. Then was issued another memorandum to carry out and report the 
transfers before a certain date; this time there was no opposition. I believe 
the Collector has no such power as the Acting Collector has exercised in this 
ease; on the contrary, it is the municipality that has the power to appoint, 
dismiss or reduce its secretary. The municipalities are independent of each 
other, and I believe the framers.of the rules for the guidance of the munici- 
alities never dreamt of the transfer of secretaries, because no such provision 
is made, One thing more. One of the towns in question is declared, unfit for 
electing members of the corporation, who are therefore nominated by the Govern- 
ment on the recommendation of the president and the vice-president. ~Your 
readers will understand who can have the good fortune of being nominated on 
the municipal board under such circumstances. Even they, I hear, joined 
_ In the protest. I hope the secretaries will appeal to the Commissioner, N..D., 
and that high officer will see that the Acting Collector confines himself to 
more useful things and does not interfere in matters beyond the sphere of his 
duties. | 


Native States. 


* 


44, Kor along time past loud complaints have been heard about the 

| mismanagement prevailing in the Political Agency, 

Affairs in the Kéthidwir Kthi4war. People get no justice owing to intrigues, 
Political Agency considete corruption and. partiality which prevail there, and they 


: tis f t ; } . * ° © 
D Mephtuac tes Himéyati te openly robbed. The main object of organising the 


(71), 25th Sept: Agency Department has been defeated, as some of the 

. officers consider it their duty to make money by 

taking the Karbharis of some Native Chiefs into their confidence. This is 

evident from the recent suspension of certain officers. by the Political Agent, 

The present action of the Political Agent, however, is not sufficient to improve 

the rotten state of affairs in the Agency and the Native States. If an impartial 

and independent enquiry.is made, there is every hope of the black deeds of some 

European officers and the unjust acts of some Nagar officers of the Jundécad 

and Bhdvnagar States seeing the light of day. It was only recently that 
‘Mr. Purshotamrai Sundarji Zala, the Naib Diwan of Jundgad, obtained a note - 

from Lieutenant-Colonel Hunter to vey Ashby, the President of tne Rajas- 
= ‘thanik Court, Rajkot, in connection with ‘Shahjada Edulkhanji’s affair. The 
5 Note is on the records of the case and it is desirable that the Bombay Government 
Should take due steps in the matter. We have nothing to say ‘against the | 


he. 


ision of certain Bania officers, excepting that it confirms the’ complaitits 


. 


- about the rotten state of affairs in the province, — 
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. Observations in connection 
with the suspension of certain 
Bania officers by the Political 
Agent, Kaéthidwar. 


Kathiadwa'dno 


on both amongst the Nagar and Bania officers of 
Hunter has done nothing wrong in taking s 


| pared to take steps against the Nagars too, if definite 
complaints regarding their corrupt practices are made to him and if suffi- 
cient evidence is produced to substantiate the charges. 
that if Lieutenant-Colonel Hunter is really anxious to make an impartial 


Kathi4wdr, and consequently Lieutenant Colonel 


} 


The editor remarks 


_ 4b. A corresponflent of the Kdthidwadno Himdyati writes :—There is not a 
the least doubt that wholesale corruption is going =), 


. 


enquiry about those Nagars and Banias who have misappropriated large sums 


from Native States in the name of some European officers and thereby defamed 


them, we request him to take possession of the account books belonging to the 


States of Bhavnagar, Jundgad, Wadhwan, Wala, Sayala, Bajana, Lathi, Morvi,. 
Dhrol, Jetpur, Dhrangadra, Limbdi and Chuda for the last 23 years and to 
examine the accounts, As soon as the account books are taken possession of, 
we shall give all the details, as it is feared that an earlier disclosure of the facts 
will only give to those concerned an opportunity of tampering with those 
records. — | , : 


46. The Chiefs of Kathidwér and the Political Agent will be sorely annoy- 
ed to read the paragraph which appeared in the Rdst 


The Indian National Con- Goftar of the 18th September (vide paragraph 58 of 


gress and the Chiefs in Report No. 39 for the week ending 24th September: 


Kathiawar. 
Kethidwar News (19), 
28th Sept., Eng. cols. 


1898). It is incumbent upon us-to invite to it the 


j aught we know, the Chiefs of Kithi4war, one and all, 
have kept and do keep themselves studiously aloof from all political movements. 
As the paragraph is caleulated to highly prejudice the Chiefs’ most friendly 


attention of the Political Agent and the Chiefs. For 


relations with the Government, the journal will do well to quote its authority 


for the statement it has made ; failing which it is quite likely that the Chiefs 
themselves will demand through Government an explanation for the unwarranted. 
assertion made. We must assure the Government that in loyalty and fidelity the 
Chiefs of K4thidwar cannot be surpassed. | | 


47. We are glad to hear that the rumours published by us with regard to 


Allied cainpais: vegan the object of the visit of His Highness the Thakor 


ing the visitof His Highness 
the Thakor of Limbdi, K4- 
thidwar, to Poona contra- 
dicted. : 

Kethiawedno Himedyati 
(71), 25th Sept. 


of Limbdi to Poona in our issue of the 3lst July 
(vide paragraph 61 of the Report No. 32 for the week 
ending 6th August), have after all proved to be 
without any foundation as we had anticipated at the 
time, and that he is expected to return soon to his 


eg 
“) hate 2 
18 PRR ee 


capital. — : 
G@. M. SA’THE, 
Reporter on the Native Pras:. 


Office of the Reporter on the Native Press, 
New Secretariat, Bombay, 4th October 1898. 
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Himdyati 9gainst certain Bania officers. I gather from the 
| conversation I had with that officer that he is pre-— 
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D. The figures giving the circulation or number of copies published of each newspaper and periodical as 
furnished by the proprietor, are not guaranteed as accurate, and in some instances must be regarded with caution, 
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‘Politics and the Public Administration, 


‘L The Government of India have now issued final orders regarding all | 
| _. _- matters of the Khyber country, and itis now published i 
bap sage ir pp’ expedition that the Political officer has summoned the Jirgas NE 
Gp ae ope pve of my of Afridis with the object of communicating to them _ a 
ing the matters of the Khyber the final decision. The im t points will be (1) , NS 
untry. the friendly relations which Government are willing an 
‘Mahra’tta (7), 2nd Oct. to resume at once; (2) the payment of tribal allow- | 
mes ances, which is the point of vital importance to the 
Afridis. The phrase ‘ tribal allowances’ is looked’ upon by some as a mere 
euphemism for bribing the leaders of the tribes into submission. If the Afridi 
Jirgas succeed in inducing Government to pay them these allowances as usual, 
one would be really at a loss to understand the exact nature of the much- 
talked-of victory of our army. 7 


2. The question as to who will be the new Chief Justice of Bombay is being a. 
much discussed by the public; and the name of our. at 

Remarks in connection popular officiating Chief Justice, the Honourable Mr. ae 
with the appointment of a Hf J. Parsons, is upon all tongues. But we ma 
new Chief Justice for the one / P 7 ay 
Bombay High Court, remind our readers that there is, for Mr. Justice 
Rast Goftar (21), 2nd Parsons, a certain rule barring his way to the Chief 
Oct., Eng. cols, Justiceship ; more correctly speaking, it is a long con- 
tinued practice which has crystallized itself into the 

rule that none, except those who have practised at the Bar, are eligible for the rf 
post. It must be admitted that the practice is well founded, and we do not fe. 
know that the Secretary of State is going to break through it now.’ But we are i 
free to say, and we say it gladly, that if the said practice can ever be departed a 
from with safety the present is the best opportunity for doing so. Mr. Justice | ad 
Parsons has, as a Judge, earned the entire confidence of all sections of the com- i} 
munity. In him we have a Judge singularly free from prejudice of any kind, 5) 
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possessing a sound knowledge of law, and gifted with an unusually large share 
of common sense which is nowhere more needed than on the Bench. But after 
all is said, we have the above-mentioned traditionary rule staring us in the 
face; and in the present state of things it seems likely that we shall be given 
a man fresh from the free atmosphere of England to stand at the helm of our 
judicial bark. — , | 


8. It is one thing to expect a first-class lawyer from England for the | 
G ee ee office of Chief Justice, and another to get one with | 
weneds (12), 2nd Oct, the desired qualifications. The choice of the Con- | 
aici servative Ministry is likely to be influenced by vari- \ 
ous.considerations. It is particularly’ unfortunate that the vacancy should 
have occurred at a time when reactionary influences hold absolute sway in Eng- | 
land and India. Lord George Hamilton has by his repressive policy and 
offensive parliamentary utterances done more to estrange the people of India 
from their rulers than any other Conservative statesman. If he is to have a 
+ ¥oice in the selection, one need not expect a very satisfactory appointment, 

- There is also the likelihood of the Conservative Ministry choosing a strong and 
self-willed lawyer of illiberal sympathies in pursuance of their retrogressive 
policy, especially in regard to this presidency. Besides, party considerations also 
‘will weigh not a little in the selection of the coming Chief Justice. Under 
these cireumstances there are as many chances, if not more, of an unsatisfac- | 
tory as of a satisfactory appointment. As a matter of practical wisdom and 
expediency, as well as of recognition of high merit, therefore, would it not be 
better to support the claims of the Honourable Mr. Justice Parsons for the 
vacant post instead of vainly waiting for the adventof a first-class lawyerfrom~ , 
Eagland? He is the ablest and the best Judge that the High Court now has. 
Last time we observed tifat “the presence of a strong, independent and 
thoroughly dispassionate Judge at the head of the judiciary is p rimarily 
movre conducive to the. maintenance of public confidence in the High Court 
than any other qualification.’ Whatever else may be said about Mr. Justice 
Parsons, there will be universal and emphatic testimony as to his exem- 
plary impartiality, wonderful intellectual quickness in grasping facts, and 
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correct intuition in dealing with evidence, His judgments are terse, lucid and 
to the point, and his decision in the Pratod case wasa model of impartial 
and accurate reasoning. In our opinion, his was the only correct interpretation 
of Section 124A. His love of work, though his ways might at times be incon- 
veniently quick, is most admirable and “gg tigaies 6 With wider culture and 
learning, and a little more patience which is perliaps incompatible to some. 
extent with mental quickness, he would have been an ideal Judge. Ifan Indian. 
| lawyer or Judge is to be selected, and in case there is no st&tutory bar of any 
a kind, we should be decidedly in favour of his appointment. Mr. Justice 
4 Badruddin is also a capable lawyer fit for the. exalted office; but he is junior 
: to Mr. Justice Parsons and it -would be difficult to ignore the prior claims of the - 
a latter. Let us sincerely hope the appointment will be such as to inspire confi- . 
4 dence in the people, and not in any way affected by party or family influences, . 


4. Looking to the high inteliectual and judicial capacity of Mr. Justice 
| eek Parsons, we would gladly support the Bombay Presi- 
3 _ Bombay bcc a ~ dency Association’s recommendation to appoint him 
: Se a ap. 28 the Chief Justice of the Bombay High Court. 
pointment of Mr. Justice The Judicial and Revenue Departments are filled 
3 Parsons as the Chief Justice by men from the respective branches, and yet on 
4 of the Bombay High ceggiorl occasions this rule has been set aside and both the 
ce a (31), St Bxecutive Councillorships have come to be filled up 
gy ct, Eng. cols. 
| by men from one branch only. For reasons best 
known we would have a lawyer from England ; but it is not desirable to ignore 
local merit. For this reason more than for anything else, the elevation of 
Mr. Justice Parsons to the highest seat in the judicial service would be desirable. 
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5. Not only the people of the city of Bombay, but those of. the whole 
a Presidency, will be delighted with the unostentatious 
4 Baboon 0), manner in which the Bombay Presidency Association 
is discharging its duty. The resolution recently passed by the Council of the 
Association inviting the attention of the Secretary of State for India to the 
thorough fitness of the Honourable Mr. Justice Parsons for the Chief Justiceship 
of the Bombay High Court, has the approval of the general public, which trusts 
q that the Secretary of State for India will duly consider the appropriate request of 
aa the Association. Both the Government and the public are fully satisfied with the 
; way in which the Honourable Mr. Justice Parsons has discharged his duties as 
acting Chief Justice and it is needless to write anything more on his behalf. 


6. ‘Mr. Justice Parsons of the Bombay High Court does not only rightly. 
; decide cases heard by him, butdecides them with des- 
patch, and the consequence is that parties get justice 
without delay and at small cost, He does not allow 
pleaders and other members of the bar to lengthen their pleadings, as they are 
often anxious to do. He has therefore become a very popular Judge and the 
resolution which the Bombay Presidency Association has passed and forwarded 
to the Secretary of State for India praying for his permanent appointment 
as Chief Justice only gives expression to the sentiments of the general public 
on the subject. 


47. The Natives of India are to be ese on on heap eer cg of the last 

see . competitive examination for the Indian Civil Ser. - 
BP ge Hialeah pee eg there are to be found among the successful 
Balares at the recent indian Tea EN not less Bon ae names of Natives in 
ivil Service Examination. = gnite of. the man s they have to contend against, 

- Bhimsen (50), 3rd Oct. tt this ntoctantion tang held in India, thera | 
niary difficulty at present coming in the way of promising young men would 
‘be removed and a large number of Mahrattas and Parsis of this presidency 
would be able to successfully compete for the Indian Civil Service. So long as 
_ the resolution for simultaneous examinations does not come into force, the 
Natives should raise a large fund, select deserving candidates, prepare them for 
the examination under the best coaches specially imported from England, and 

_ then send them to England a year before the examination. The result of this 
Assure to be encouraging, | ee. 


Bombay Samachar (51), 
4th Oct. 
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8. A correspondent from’ Belgaum. writes :—For aught I know, the un-. 
“Condition of the Natu’ 1ortunate Natu brothers are yet in their sad prédica-. 


brothers at Belgaum anda ment and may likely remain so till the end of their lives. 


request to Government to [I admit that Government have their cares, anxie-: 


release them. fe ties and responsibilities; very likely they may even 

mIAareite (7), 208 Oe. now be deliberating how to gee with the re Abt 
But time is flowing and the anxieties are ‘multiplying. The plague is spread- 
ing fast in the fort where they are lodged, and alsoin the city whereto they 
are obliged to go daily for their provisions, medicines and other necessities of life. 
They have cried themselves hoarse for being removed from the infected parts, 
but I regret to find that they are not yet fortunate enough to draw the atten- 
tion of Government. If they are guilty of what Government susnects, deal 
with them as they deserve; but do not kill them with plague, or even with 
the suspense and cread anxiety of it. The Natus dying as State prisoners may 
yet be more troublesome to Government than Natus living as offenders, and I 
appeal to Government in the name of justice, humanity and righteousness to set 
them free and allow them to look atter their own safety, or if the Govern- 
ment cannot trust the brothers with this function, then let Government them- 
selves devise means to insure their personal safety. 


“ot 9. Weare asked by Mr. Tilak to make it known 
Account of the interview tothe public that no interview purporting to be 


between Mr. Tilak and the ,° ° ; . 
editor of the Dyan Chakehu S1¥°D by him, except the one published in the 


deslaved to be untdiable, Sudhdrak, is authentic and reliable. (This refers to. 


Mahrétta (7), 2nd Oct. an interview with the editor of the Dnuydn Chakshu 
noticed in paragraph 10 of the last weekly Report.) 


10. <A correspondent from Bagalkot writes :—In honour of the release of 
ce Myr. Tilak from prison, yesterday was observed here as a 
Rejoicings in honour of the gala day, the new Pett being most beautifully de- 
release of Mr. Tilak. : P ° . 
corated andilluminated. The sight the Pett presented 
Mahre@tia (7), 2nd Oct, . — 
| was a very pleasant and attractive one. Crowds 
of spectators were seen walking to and fro in the new bazar road till it 
was very late at night, Kirfans and puranas went on in many temples, and 


drums were beaten with vociferous cheers for the dear name of Mr. Tilak. 


Mr. Tilak’s photos were hung in every temple and shop, surrounded by thick . 


jessamine garlands. That a person not honoured with any title like Sir or Knight, 
& person who seems not to have even placed his foot on this soil, a person who 
has not the least authority bestowed on him by law, a person who has no wealth 
to spare for the gratification of his flatterers,a person who does not know 
even our Kanarese tongue, should be so heartily adored and his praises sung by 
every one of his countrymen for his undoubted courage, extraordinary abilities, 
sound virtues and loyal patriotism is no mean thing that the proudest and most. 
illustrious son of Ind may not attempt to aspire after. 


11. On the 13th September last, grand demonstrations were held at Nénd-. 


gaon in the Nasik District in honour of Mr. Tilak’s 


«Gurdkhi (122),6th Oct. sojanse. Mr. Tilak’s portrait was placed in a chariot 


with a copy of the Bhagavat Gita and the chariot was drawn by the big men of 


the town. The town resounded with the songs of melas and the sounds of vocal 
and other musical instruments. The roofs and windows of houses were full of 
men and women who had gathered to see the procession. Rich merchants and 
other persons had come from such distant places as Aurangabad specially for 
the occasion. After the procession had returned to the temple of Ganpati some 
athletic feats were performed and eloquent speeches were made for the enter- 
tainment and edification of the people. | 


12. Last Sunday (the 25th September) a crowded public meeting was held 


at Chiplun (Ratn4giri) in the theatre to express the 


Ohandrodaya (108), 29th - gratification universally felt at the release of Mr. Tilak 
and the remission of fine imposed on the Kazi on . 
account of his breach of the plague rules. After Khan Saheb Kamirudin Saheb . 


Sept. : 


Desai had taken the chair on the motion of Mr. Gopalrao|Chitale, some boys sang 
a few songs praying for the long life and prosperity of the Queen-Empress, and 
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Professor Sathe,'M.A., B.L., and Mr. Gogte, Superintendent of the Dépoli 
Boarding School, delivered excellent speeches. ‘Then the addresses to Mr. Tila 

and the ‘Kazi, written'in the Marathi and Urdu —— respectively, were 
read atid unanimously voted by the meeting. Among those present were the: 
Mémlatdér and the Chief Constable. We cannot say why -Mr. Patki, the per- 
manent president of the municipality, was not present on the oceasion. 


13. Qur correspondent at Dapoli (Ratnagiri District) writes to say that. 
Shadten St) boa local pleader by name Sakharamshet Dandekar 
a ak (161), 2nd treated. nearly 300 persons belonging to lower castes . 
: to a sumptuous dinner com of varan-bhdt (liquid 
"ei and rice) and cakes in token of the joy he felt at Mr. Tilak’s release, 
me Mahars who were regular vdrkavis (pilgrims visiting annually the sacred 
temples at Pan ur, Alandi and other places) sang a few songs and shouted 
cries of ‘‘ Harhar Mahadev ” by way of thanking God. On the same day, says 
our newswriter, some Parsi gentlemen had hung on their doors the portraits 
of the Queen-Empress and Mr. Tilak side by side, which presented a scene lead- 


ing the looker on to liken the clemency shown in releasing Mr. Tilak to some 


act of kindness emanating from a mother towards her child. 


14. We learn that, in accordance with the resolutions passed at the public 

meeting convened at Nasik for thanking the Govern- 

Lokaseva (137), 6th Oct. ment and congratulating Mr. Tilak on his release, 

the letter of congratulation has been despatched, and the presents, consisting of 

one wparne (an apron for wearing on the body), a turban and a diamond ring 

have been accepted by Mr. Tilak. Mr. Purushottam Balvant Bhagvat, a local 
pleader, was specially deputed to Poona with these presents. 


15. The account of the interview which a representative of the Sudhdrak 

of Poona’ had with Mr. Tilak soon after his libera- 

Prison life in India as tion from jail is very interesting reading, indeed. 
a rs mow ary ong some of the facts elicited necessarily refer to Mr. 
Ot. 6 ttsé<CS”*~*é«Vidin inddividusally, but they are, therefore, none the 
less worthy of note. Greater interest still must attach — 

from the public point of view to Mr. Tilak’s gloomy account of prison 
life in India in general. It is, if correct, a serious indictment and shows that 
we are very badly in need of a Howard Association. Willsome of our philan- 


thropists turn their attention towards mitigating the unfortunate lot of these 


. outcasts of society ? They are not all incorrigibly bad, to be sura, But then 


we must observe that every one who enters a jail is not in Mr, Tilak’s posi- 
tion; that most of the inmates, perhaps, fare better in the jail than in their 
houses. Discipline, and even privation, ought to be the basis of jail life, 
What we object to is the brutalising tendency of such discipline. We have 
such faith in the intentions of the British Government that we expect them to 
send out the average inmate of the jail a better citizen than when he entered it. 


16. All prisoners, whether of a fair, dark or any other complexion, ought 
| to be treated alike. But we see that special care is 
Alleged princely treatment taken in jails of European raga in the matter 

fenders in prison. St«OE_«Cdiett, dress, a here condition, &c., and we are 
Gurékhi (122), 5th Oct. | led to believe that their residence in jail is only a 
a kind of rest forced upon them by the Government on 
account of their being tired with the routine of busimess, The Native officers 
in the jails are afraid of making European prisoners rigidly adhere to the. jail 
regulations in point of prison work. This is the reason why European pri- 
soners do not regard prison life as a hard lot and are not Mois, of their in-born 
fowdism. Is it only because Mrs. Lester. is an Englishwoman that the Gov-. 
ernment is showing so much anxiety for her bodily welfare and going to send 
her home? If so, we do not see why the Government should be'so blind in 
prard to the arrangements of diet, clothing and physical condition of the 
lative prisoners, y should the punishment awarded to European offenders 


.  ¢ommitting the most horrible crimes be lighter than that awarded to Native 
_ Prisoners charged with minor offences? . It is with mixed feelings of regret and 


at we observe this open partiality tolerated by British justice. We 


|  ___ have only to ask the officers of the Government why they at all go the length 


ee 


of prosecuting European offenders and getting them punished. They need not 
be afraid of the Indians, who are quite helpless and unable to “ite any kind 
‘of oppression. In conclusion, we have only to request the officials of the 
Government to behave themselves in keeping with their high character. : 


17. Referring to the. Kumerkala murder case,in which one Ambler 
: was accused of kicking and causing the death of a 
Pig onasox on the result of coolie, the Mahkrdtta says :—The theory of the defence 
e Kumerkala murder case, | ° , ° 3 
Mahrétta (7), 2nd Oct, | Was that the man died of a rupture of his spleen, froge 
| which he was suffering for three or four years, This 
is indeed a convenient theory, and experience has proved it to be very useful in 
such cases. But we never expected that conscientious European jurors would 
be led away from the path of justice by such convenient theories, The 
accused Mr. Ambler is said to have admitted that he gave two or three slaps on 
the face of the deceased, and that was the cause of his falling down on the 
ground. In spite of the verdict of ‘not guilty’ of the jury, the Sessions 
Judge seems to have found the accused guilty of—we. cannot name the offence. 
Four hours’ imprisonment in tne Court-room and a nominal fine of Rs. 10 
is the sentence passed by the Sessions Judge, who seems to be a queer per- 
sonage to have disposed of this’ sensational case in such a light manner. He 
ought to have cither accepted the verdict of the jury or reported the case to the 
High Court. We hope Government will take proper steps to prevent judicial 
scandals of this nature, and will try their best to inculcate on the minds of their 
subordinates the advice of the Chief Justice, Calcutta High Court, in Dr. Sircar’s 
murder case, instead of taking umbrage at the harsh criticism of the Native 


papers on such deplorable incidents. 


18. ‘The Imperial Government is to be congratulated on its pacific rescript. 
oe — It is hable to be welcomed everywhere as an excellent 
pag eeie nese of India dine sign of practical statesmanship in matters of plague— 
Sais teaenen weer S a statemanship which for many a month past has been 
Champion (2), 2nd Oct. very rare, both at head-quarters and at the seats of 
: some of our provincial Governments. If—and the 
readers need not be told what virtue lies in that little preposition—-all the hints 
that are given in that resolution are faithfully carried out, we are quite sure 
that the plague operations of the authorities everywhere will be divested of 
more than half their present terror. Our past experience of such State resolu- 
tions, which are a credit to their authors for practical wisdom and sympathy 
with the people, is not quite pleasant. Oftener than not, intentions the most 
pious and beneficent on paper have in actual practice turned out to be the very 
opposite. The public have cursed what was intended for their bliss. Why? 
Simply because the men entrusted with the carrying outof the beneficent 
_ measures, admirable every way, have in the insolence of their power and authority 
worked them to the great annoyance and vexation of the people. It need not be 
said that in some notable localities the men appointed to carry out the plague 
measures were themselves veritable pests—moral plagues of an infinitely worse 
character than the physical plague they were called upon by their Government 
to suppress. So that it is to be hoped our warning will be duly taken by the 
Imperial Government. It would be well if it enjoined on every provincial 
authority that it would carefully see that the persons nominated to carry out 
measures for the prevention of plague are men of the right type, in sympathy 
with popular sentiments and feelings. The people are, as a rule, very docile. 
Gentility and kindness shown to them is repaid a hundred-fold. Ifthe method 
and manner employed by diverse plague authorities are unexceptionable, the 
.Government may rest assured that the people will respond to their measures 
infinitely better and with greater alacrity than was ever contemplated by their 
practical philosophy. At the same time it is also a satisfactory feature of the 
Imperial resolution—its view of the efficacy of Haffkine’s preventive serum. 
We think the Professor’s prophylactic has now been sufficiently tried in various 
localities and among diverse populations to enable us to form a fairly tolerable 
opinion on its value, Hence the wider it is made known that inoculation is. 
undoubtedly a capital preventive—albeit in some cases it may prove unavail- 
ing—the better will it be. The notification that inoculated people. will be 
exempted from segregation will, in our opinion, be greatly conducive to wider 
com 970—4 | 
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inoculation of a voluntary character. We are glad the vg sg authorities. 
have now notified that, inoculated = will be exempt from. segregation. | 
This was the very proposal made by the Justices of the Peace here at their -- 
meeting in the Town Hall, but the Bombay authorities then were still in a. 
funk and inconsiderately cast aside that practical suggestion. But what its 
unwisdom rejected has been accepted by the wisdom of the Imperial Govern- 
ment. Altogether the Imperial rescript is not only rea$suring in its character, 
but liable to be well received and acted upon everywhere. Let only the right 
men be selected to carry it out. 


19. The Government of India have addressed a letter on plague opera- 
‘Sprescarite (7), G5d Hei tions to all local Governments and Administrations. 
Mahratta (7), 4nd Oct. ‘The instructions in a great measure pay homage to the 
religious and social customs and prejudices of the people. They may be safely. 


considered to be a product of the many suggestions of the exponents of 


Native public opinion, and it is a matter of sincere congratulation that the 
Government of India have openly recognised the fact that in plague matters 
mere force is doomed to be a total and disgraceful failure, and that the only way 
of doing good to the people is not to unreasonably go against their customs and 
prejudices. The Government of India’s letter emphasises the necessity of 
employing high-class Natives on plague duty and proper selection of sympa- 
thetic plague officers. It is a distinct concession to public opinion that Euro- 
pean physicians and their prescriptions are not to be forced on the unwilling 
public. The question of corpse-inspection is settled by the letter in a satisfac- 
tory manner and the Government of India have only to order their subordinates 
that their rules and regulations are to be strictly followed and obeyed ; for it 
has now grown to be a fashion among some vain plague officers to disregard, in 
their false enthusiasm to serve the people, some of the well-meant orders of the 
local Governments, 


20. Itis more than a fortnight since Government published the new 

plague regulations which did away with quarantine, 

New plague policy of the detention, &c. It was stated that the new policy 

— sovernmens, would come into force “after a few days’? when | 
ndu Prakash (29), 29th | . : 

Sept., Eng. cols, arrangements were made for inspection, &c. People 

have been anxiously waiting to see this new policy 

taken in hand, but it appears the “ few days” are not over yet. We extremely 

regret this delay. Now that Government have definitely recognised the worth- 

lessness of quarantine, they cannot too soon chuck it overboard, Will the autho- 


rities kindly see that no further time is lost in enforcing the new regulations ? 


21. Will our local authorities consider how best they can redress the griev- 
ances of the people? Complaints have been made 
Sahat GE ek Oa about thejindecency of the process of making the people 
per? go through the disinfecting bath, which need an early 
attention. We have also heard people complain of the 
rough handling of persons by the attendants at the office ; they are vexed most 
probably at the tardiness of the wondering passengers, who are many of them 
utterly ignorant of the details through which they have to pass. The attendants 
must be warned and ordered to be more civil, The wisdom of compelling the 
whole city to obtain passes before leaving for any other place by railway is also 
questionable. If fresh arrivals are not reported, the machinery of law might be 
set in motion in one or two instances, just by way of making an example, and 
we trust similar offences would not be repeated. We hope the authorities con- 
cerned will direct their attention to these complaints. 


22. A correspondent writes:—The plague is raging now in Belgaum 
Be | with a virulence not witnessed even in Bombay 
Plague and the plague or Poona on both the occasions of its visitation. 
pe! ; } Death and lamentations are ruling in every street in 
Major wae ag Belgaum. We had here yesterday 52 cases of plague, 
officers; -  @menormous number if we take into consideration 


Eng. cols, 


_ -Mabrdita (7), 2nd Oct. that the population of Belgaum, within its municipal 


OP se . ._. limits, is not even twenty thousand now. But not- 
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withstanding this unsurpassed and aweful death-rate there is not. any visible 
commotion among the panic-stricken people of Belgaum. This equanimity 
and calmness in people’s minds even in such terrible and surging times is, 
I emphatically assert, due to the wise, humane and non-interfering plague 
measures of Mr. Drew, the Collector of Belgaum, and of Major Minchin, the 
Cantonment Magistrate. Major Minchin, our most popular and kind-hearted 
Cantonment Magistrate, has gone on leave, and Mr. Drew, the Collector, who is 
equally kind-hearted and popular, has already handed over the reins of the 
district to his successor and is to go on leave within a day or jtwo. It is solely 

. due to the exertions and the benevolent policy of these two worthy officers that 
Belgaum did not happily witness those disgraceful troubles that marked and 
marred the plague measures,of other plague officers. During the last plague 
here, although there was then the compulsory segregation and the removing 
of the sick, wedid not, thanks tothe mercy of these two kind officials, 
witness any of those evils that, we supposed, walked in the train of plague; 
for instance, the letting loose of soldiers, certified to be over-humane by a 
savant now at any rate inthe good graces of his Government. When it was 
found to be absolutely necessary to segregate en masse an entire section 
of people called Khukars who only lived from hand to mouth, Major Minchin 
actually, with his hat in hand, begged from door to door and maintained these 
poor people from the charity that he thus received. In these days, when 
we most unfortunately find that our destinies are consigned to the keeping 
of beardless and raw youths, who with “ pride in their post and defiance in 
their eyes’? do not even deign to exchange one word with the Natives, unless 
it be a grossly abusive word, how fervently should we thank God for having 
sent us at sucha time such a generous couple of officers who considered the 
happiness of the people their sole duty and care? And so what wonder that 
the people should be grieved when.they are obliged to part with them ? 


23. The plague at Dharwar has beaten all previous record. Every part of 
_ the city being affected, mortality is daily increasing, - 
Dharwar Vries (116), 290h Dead rats have been found in the market, in the 
im yee” Mamlatdar’s office and even in the military lines. 
: At Hubli the plague traversed one part after another, 
but at Dharwdr the plague occupied the whole area of the city in a short 
time and has now invaded the railway quarters. Those who left the city 
immediately after the first appearance of plague were able to secure lodgings 
in villages and other places, but as every kind of shelter is now closed against 
the people of Dharwar they now dwell in small huts and under shady trees, but 
even here they are not free from the attack of plague. In tie city itself 
nearly all the houses are locked up. There aresome solitary exceptions where the 
only inmate is generally some person in charge of the house or some Government : 
servant. In the market almost all the shops are shut. The barbers, the - 
washermen, the labourers—one and all have left. As soon as evening comes the i a 
roads appear dark and gloomy, being denuded of every living being. The 
‘thieves alone, to whom-the present is, as it were, the harvest-time, are busy 
assiduously pursuing their trade. We cannot say how long the plague is to 
last at Dhérw4r. We were proud that Dhdrwdr was free from plague when it 
was raging fiercely for one full year at Hubli. But now all our pride is gone. 
God’s will be done! In the police department about twelve sepoys have up to 
this time succumbed to. plague and men cannot be obtained to fill their places. 
We have yet to see how the employés, both in the police and railway departments, 
who refuse to be inoculated and would rather leave the city than take the serum, 


are to be dealt with. 


24. The Kalidds expresses regret at being compelled to censure the 
behaviour of the Collector, whom it praised only a 

_ Alleged inhuman beha- week before. It says:—Though the. circular of the 
oe ls oats Collector had a wis el = —— et bar tice of —_ 
oi eeg ty - sheds for poor people, eft it optional for the — — 
— So twice inoodlated to evacuate the city and had poste == | 
Kalide’s (128), 30th Sept. poned the evacuation of the city till the clqse of the 
Ce gains, we have with great regret to inform our readers 
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that the military plague officer, Lieutenant Keelan, turned out of their houses 
the Lingayats, Pendharis and others residing in the Haveri Peit without giving 
them even an hour’s notice. It was at about 8 a.m. on the morning of the 27th 
ultimo that Lieutenant Keelan with his men surrounded this Peit. He first. 
enumerated the residents in each house and then began to turn them out. 
People, with tears in their eyes, requested Mr. Keelan tqallow them three 
hours’ time, but regardless of the piteous cries of women and children, he shut 
up a hundred persons in the segregation camp and drove the rest to find their 
way in the open fields. The scene at the separation of friends and relations was 
most touching. It appeared that they had no hopes of again seeing each other. 
We never thought that during the time of our present Collector we should ever 
be put to any inconveniences consequent on the misconstruction of his well- 
meant orders. | 3 


25. The plague administration at Dharwér has now attained its climax in 
: harassing the people. Great inconvenience is caused 
ag approach of & by the different views held by the Civil Surgeon and 
"Kallidds (128), 80th Sept. the Collector on the subject of inoculation, The Civil 
Surgeon gives a full dose of inoculation, while the 
Collector insists on giving the concessions usually granted to the inoculated to 
those persons only who get inoculated at two different times, each time taking 
only half a dose at' the hands of the female medical practitioner specially 
brought over by the Collector for this purpose. The generality of the people 
repair, for getting themselves inoculated, to the Civil Surgeon, who, besides 
being an old hand, enjoys the confidence of the people. Next, though the 
ei mg have been compelled to evacuate their houses and resort to the $90 
fields, no arrangements are made for the protection of their property, and if the 
uest the Collector for a permit to possess some kind of weapon, the Collector 
refuses to grant their request. Further, Mr. Keelan, who isa purely military 
officer, is entrusted with full authority and he makes use of it in removing to the 
hospital persons suffering from any kind of fever. (At the end of the article 
the paper gives two instances in which nearly all the members of certain 
families are reported to have died one after another on.account of being driven — 
out of their houses by the plague authorities and exposed to cold.) 


26. Under the heading “The epidemic of suicide,” the Gurdkhi writes a 
short paragraph, in which it says :—Though the plague 
emane oe page pera- officials at Bombay and Poona inflicted unspeakable 
Gurdkhi (122), 7th Oct. | Misery on the people when plague was raging fiercely 
| at those places, they were soon brought to their senses 
by the riots and murders that followed their oppressive measures and everything 
then worked smoothly. But when the same plague is now prevailing at Dharwar 
the people are so much frightened by the plague operations of the officials there 
that they are committing suicides. We cannot but blame the Collector for all 
this. Who else can be held responsible for the sufferings caused to the people 
by the loss of their dearest and nearest relations? Itisa matter for shame 
that Lord Sandhurst should have gone to Simla to enjoy himself in company 
with the Viceroy without in the least caring for the miseries of the people in his 
province. We believe there is yet time for mending matters and are sure that 
the end may be made sweet by the officials vowing themselves to take greater 
are in enforcing their plague measures in future. 


27. There is a marked difference between the ways in which plague 
eon ee (95), 4th operations have been enforced in the Dharwér District 
Oct. iy ; by the District Collector and the recent resolution of 
: the Government of India and the utterances of the 
Governor of Bombay at the last Council meeting in connection with the plague 
measures in force. It ap that the orders of the Government of India are 
not literally acted upon. If the district of Dhdérwdr is to be made an exception. 
im regard to the plague measures, we have nothing to say. | 
plague was removed to the 
adrwar; thereupon his wife 
¢ authorities do not appear to 


(16 
“operations exasperates the le to commit such crimes, and in place of on¢ 
two deaths occur. It is cad that if the plague measures were but entewaed 
with due regard to the comforts of the people, the epidemic would soon be 
stamped -out. When. will the authorities take note of this? Many of the 
peop e who have gone out fo reside in sheds outside the town have been dying 
m bitter cold and rain, Even strong and healthy persons suffer from the 
effects of severe cold. In such matters, we hope the authorities concerned 
will assume a compassionate attitude. i ) 


29. We have learnt from a reliable source that an important plague officer 

| is mightily displeased With our remarks on some of 
Karnatak Patra (42), 3rd the plague operations contained in our issue of the 
Oct., Eng. cols. ; 19th ultimo. The principal thing which has much 
, irritated that officer appears to be our characterising 
the force used in giving medicine to two patients in the plague hospital as “a 
gross mismanagement,” It is argued that the use of force in giving medicine 
to patients who are delirious and on the point of death is advisable and 
for their own good, although such conduct may be in contravention of the 
orders of the head of the district. Indeed it may be so; but Mr. Cappel has 
not made an exception of delirious patients on the point of death in his circular, 
nor did we know that force was used only in such cases. Irrespective of the 
District Magistrate’s order we or any reasonable man would allow force to be 
used in the case of delirious patients, provided it is bona fide, for the benefit of 
the patient, and not for the sake of giving trial toa medicine. A medical 
man in charge of a plague hospital has an excellent opportunity to try his skill in 
this direction and may 99, Aone tempted to do so, This is one of the two im- 
portant reasons for which the Native community object to the use of European 
medicines in public plague hospitals. The other strong objection to the use of 
these medicines in plague hospitals is the religious or caste prejudice of the 
patients. A Brahmin widow, for instance, would prefer death to drinking water 
or medicine in fluid form from the hands of.any man but a Brahmin. It was a 
general impression in the town that nobody except the near relatives of the 
patients was allowed to visit the plague hospital or make enquiry about its in- 
mates, as was the case in Poona and Bombay. But we are glad to read in the 


Dhérwér Vritt that its editor visited the hospital several times, and found the 


doctor in charge to be a kind-hearted gentleman taking great care of the patients, 
and that some fifty patients were discharged cured since plague made its 


appearance in the town. These are, no doubt, glad tidings and we must own. 


our mistake in saying in one of our former articles that scarcely any patient 
recovered in the hospital. But we would beg to invite the attention of the 
officer displeased with our remarks to a significant statement in the Vruté 
which runs thus: *“‘ Those who are accustomed to take medicine in civil hos- 
pitals take medicine water (here) without hesitation, But it is true that those 
that have never tasted hospital medicine in their life jind it as preying upon 
their life and they become greatly restless.” This the editor writes from self- 
eXperience in a peer intended to dispel the wrong notions of the people 
‘about the plague hospital. We leave the officer in question to judge for himself 
as to what the writer hints at by the words italicized by us. In conclusion, we 
have only to say that through the good luck of our townspeople we have got all 


officers, from the District Magistrate down to the Chief Inspector on plague duty, 


of an exceptionally good nature, striving hard to mitigate the sufferings of the 
inhabitants. Too much sensitiveness to criticism, however; in any of them 
may perhaps mar the popularity and success which they rightfully claim. 


30. A wrong impression has gained currency among the people that the 

| arrangements in the plague hospital at Dharw4r are 

Oct. bay and other plague-affected places, the returns of 
e discharged cAses ye strongly in favour of the 


the silence of the authorities to publish the daily returns of new-comers, discharg- 
ed cages, and patients under treatment in the local newspapers. We invite t 


Karndtak Patra (42), 8rd not of a satisfactory character. Compared with Bom- . 


excellent management. The reason “ya hospital arrangements are unpopular is. 
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above information to the different newspapers at Dhérwdr and thus remove the 
doubts in the minds of the people. 7 ee | 
31. We are exceedingly delighted to announce that the kind-hearted 
| oe Collector of Broach has taken the praiseworthy 
Plague operations at: course of authoritatively contradicting the various 
P| coal Bey a cag of the rymours which were afloat th the city and thereby 
| Se eee (59), 4th Oct, | Yemoving the anxiety of the people and preventing 
their exodus. The action of the Collector, on. the 
present occasion, shows his great practical common sense and tact, ote 


32. An evening party was held last Sunday (2nd October) in “honour 
| a - of Dr. Thompson at the Shri Shivaji Club. The 

_ An evening party in honour club does not honour every European official by an 

ee plague invitation to some demonstration under its auspices. 

Vritta Sudha (181), 4th Oct, It only shows its feelings of respect whenever they 
. meet with a really disinterested worker in the cause 
mi of the people. They found in Mr. Winchester, late Collector of Satara, 

a typical officer, and’ since his departure they have now come across Dr. 

Thompson, whose work during the plague at Sdtdra is really remarkable. The 

speakers of the evening, prominent among whom were Messrs. Rahalkar and 

Karandikar, described in eloquent speeches Dr.:'Thompson’s unsparing efforts in 

giving relief to the plague patients and prayed for his long life and prosperity. 

3 33. Nothing surpasses the ingenuity with which the plague regulations 
~are evolved at Bandora. The Mahim causeway is 
= Mk ag me) at kept open up to 9 P.M, at which hour it is closed 
i= ye le East Indian (3), Until midnight, when it is reopened for two hours and 
%th Oct. then again closed. Itis really a wonder that such 
absurd notions should prevail in a place so closely 
linked with the uwrbs prima in Indits and that the arrangement should escape 
the attention of the Plague Commissioner so near at hand. By what impulse 
\@ these measures are adopted it is not easy to understand, but I suppose, like all 
| other matters connected with plague, they are shrouded in mystery. At the 
ia | railway station, too, the arrangements seem capable of improvement, as at 

| present they result in much unnecessary delay and inconvenience to passengers. 


34. Though the plague at Karachi has almost died out, and rules and 
restrictions have been relaxed in each and every 
respect, yet the passengers going from Kardchi to 
ve Tatta via Jungshahi are inconvenienced and put to 
al trouble as before. People holding passes, which can be had here at any time 
ik without any hitch, can pass Malir at night, but they cannot travel between 
Jungshahi and Tatta at that time simply for want of a conveyance pass obtained 
from the police thana, and the poor fellows have to keep up there the whole 
night. It cannot be said that the people will otherwise evade medical ex- 
‘| amination at their destination, since the authorities there get intimation about 
: them beforehand and can at once detect them. . We therefore invite the attention 
of our present Collector to this, with a hope that he will remove the present 
difficulty standing in the way of poor travellers and direct the issue of the 
necessary passes both during day and night. 


35. Referring to the latest act of depredation committed by the dacoits at 
Poe Vadipur (Udapur according to some papers) in the 
Remarks on the attacks on Junnar subdivision of Poona, the Gurdkhi says :—In 
rng! hr by the dacoits in the course of this dacoity the marauders attacked the 

e Poona District. . °. : 
Gurakhi (122), 6th Oct. | houses of Marwadis, cut off their noses and ears, and 
eke consigned to flames their documents and other import- 
ant papers. We have no doubt that these atrocities, which are the outcome of 
the cruel and unbearable oppression the Marwadis usually cause to the peasants, 
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Plague operations in Sind. 
_ Phenix (8), 28th Sept. 
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will naturally cease immediately after steps are taken by Government to relieve 
the people of the distress caused by the incessant demands of the Marwadis, _ 
_ 86. We are afraid the police in almost every district are showing signs of 
hata inion (81), 6th _ utter inefficiency. That % ayy is on every oppor- 
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inaptitude, showing that there is something wrong which it is difficult for an 
outsider to discover. Nobody can say that the strength of the police is con- 
‘paratively small. Ifthey could hold the tribés in eheck so tong, the. excuse 
‘of the smallness of the body can no longer hold water. Though there is plague, 
the crops are plentiful and field and other labour is ample ; how and why should 
‘the tribes, leaving all this field labour aside, again return to highway robbery and 
other mischief? In view of the maintenance of the public peace and order, 
enquiry into the increase of criminality becomes of such a paramount importance 
that Government cannot afford to treat it lightly. Still further increase of police- 
.men or the imposition of punitive police is no real remedy. An official enquiry is 
absolutely necessary, and it should be directed towards the elucidation of reasons 
that render the tribes so desperate. We are afraid the forest rules are a griev- 
ous source of trouble and Government cannot pretend ignorance of how the 


stringency of the rules drove the Waddars and others to desperation in the ~ 


Bassein. Taluka. Let not the poor, helpless sowkar or the extravagance of the 


rayat be made the scape-goat of the stringency of these rules. As was shown at a. 


meeting of the Katkaris about the year 1896, the rules were so stringent that 
under them they could hardly get enough of food for their maintenance. Let 
their stringency be a little modified so as to enable these people to gain their 
maintenance. : 


37. There has lately been an impetus imparted to crime, and the dacoities 
7 - of which we have been hearing so often are the direct 

_Rapacity of the Baniacon- outcome of the spirit of lawlessness that is abroad. 
sidered to be the cause of ‘They have lately assumed a most threatening aspect 


pianist), Hak Oot and heavily impaired the peace and tranquillity which 


have so long reigned in the land. We have tried our . 


best to track down these dacoits and make an example of them. We have 


in some cases succeeded: in capturing and inflicting upon them the most 


exemplary punishment. But so far from acting as a deterrent on men similarly 
disposed, their punishment seems to have quite tlre opposite effect on them and. 
dacoities are as rife as ever in Sind. And as our correspondent points 
out, it is always the Bania who is marked out for the vengeance of these out- 
laws and who has to bear the brunt of their ruffianism and violence. The 
Bania, in fact, has no more heart than a cricket, no more blood than a brick, 
and he richly deserves to be hounded out of society and condemned to perpetual 
exile from the place where he pursues his detestable calling. The dacoitis more 
sinned against than sinning, for it is the rapacity of the cruel Bania which 
goads him to despair and drives him to his lawless course. He knows that he 
has been sacrificed on the altar of the Bania’s rapacity, and as there are no 
other resources left to him, he thinks there is nothing wrong in taking from, the 
Bania by force what he has come by through treachery and deceit and in 
putting him out of the way of further mischief. Wedo not mean to condone 
the crime of which he is guilty, but we only want to show how he comes to 
commit it. Let him be punished by all means when he is captured. He has 
declared eternal war against society and the interests of society demand that he 
should be tracked down and punished. But while we punish the criminal, let 
us also try to remove the source of crime. Let the Bania have fewer oppor- 
tunities of satisfying his love of filthy lucre and of driving people to despair 


and crime. If the Deccan Agriculturists’ Relief Act will help us in the matter, 


let us have it by all means. | 


38. We have lately been deluged with complaints against the conduct of 
Mr. Maniram, Mukhtiarkar of Kotri, and some of 

Complaints against the themare of a decidedly libellous character. It is said 
conduct. of Mr. Maniramy that he makes a point of being brusque and rude to 
an ee people who have the misfortune to approach his pre- 
Pheniz (8), 28th Sept, sence, and that he isa past master in bullying and 

| iG brow-beating, who always carries matters with a high 

hand. Complaints against his high-handedness and insolence are, of course, 
sometimes submitted tothe Collector, but the Daftardar being his uncle-in- 
law and the Head Munshi his brother on the wife’s side, these complaints, it’is 
alleged, never reach their destination. We do not, of course, vouch for the 
- eorrectnése of our information, but a couple of cases which lately occurred are 
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; calculated to lend colour to it. He is, in fact, said to have made matters very 


hot for the peaceful citizens of. the Kotri subdivision, and we wish that the author. 
ities saw their way to transfer him somewhere else. A zabberdust Hakim is quite 
out of place in Kotri and perhaps some place on the frontier may furnish him 
with more congenial occupation. We understand that after the Maniram- 
Mathieson incident some such thing was under contempiftion, but the authori- 
ties seem to be so greatly lost in the contemplation of the beauty of the arrange- 
-ment as to be thoroughly incapable of anything in the way of action. While 
Mukhtiarkar of Dora Mobat, the same gentleman so conducted himself as to 
necessitate his transfer to Thar and Pdrkar as Head Clerk to the Assistant 
Commissioner. Unlike the Daftardar of Kardchi, the Daftardar of that dis-. 
trict was a Muhammadan, and so no family influence could be exercised on 
Mr. Maniram’s behalf. 


Education. 


39. The more we think of it, the more untenable does the view appear to 
us that the legislature intended to make a distinction 
Bombay University and between colleges teaching up to the full degree stand- 
the question of the anthoriza- ard and colleges halting half way only, and that 
pes - Colleges by Govern- Section XII of yx ge ee of our Uni- 
5 versity requires the authorization of Government in 
= — the oe of full-fledged colleges only, and that too as 
regards the highest class. If the Senate persists in 
the view that Government authorization is necessary only so far as the highest 
class in a college is concerned, and allows colleges, standing half-way and not 
authorized by Government, to send up students for its intermediary examina- 
‘tions, Government could retaliate by refusing to give the necessary sanction to 
any institutions but such as have come to them ab mitio. A conflict of this 
kind would ruin any colleges that might come into existence hereafter. The 
new discovery by Government of their power under Section XII of tne Incor- 
poration Act has already created unknown difficulties in the way of new 
ventures of private effort. The University should rather try to smooth the way 
than create further difficulties. And when there is a wide conflict of authority, 
it is the sounder policy to give way on doubtful points, so as to be the better 
able to take a decisive and firm stand as regards matters of which the bases are 
sure and unassailable. Let the University recognize that all colleges must have 
the sanction of Government at the same time, but jlet it firmly keep intact its - 
privilege of requiring its own sanction, as well as its right of withdrawing its 
sanction without reference to Government, and of granting degrees. by special 
order to any one it chooses, whether he comes from an authorized college or 
not. | 


40. The scheme of University extension, of which we have heard for some 

‘ time past in a somewhat nebulous fashion, seems at 

Mr, J. N.Tata’s munificent last to have assumed a definite shape, thanks to the 
peor narrates casper Sa tes munificent endowment of Mr. Jamsetji N. 
"Vaeunen (2), ind Oct. ‘Lata, amounting to thirty lakhs of rupees, as an- 
: nounced last week by our daily contemporaries, That 
the scheme, which has for its object more extended course of original studies 
by University graduates after the acquisition of the ordinary degrees, will, if 
ced on a solid and permanent foundation, be most far-reaching in its bene- 
ficont influence on the moral and material condition of the country in the 
fullness of time, cannot be gainsaid. And it would redound to the credit of 
_ the far-seeing Mr. Tata as the pioneer of this kind of higher education—edu- 
cation which would still discover the vast and a regions of Nature and 
. Tata has the honour of 


he pe Bea 


a 


valuable to the future moral and material welfare of this ancient country, ae 


itself once the great seat of learning, are indeed beyond all. praise. Mr. Tata 
has not only exemplified by this endowment Carnegy’s gospel, but he has 
led the way for other philanthropists to follow in his wake. The poten- 
tiality of the new teaching University can only be realised when it is fully 
“endowed. Thirty lakhs is only one-tenth of the actual amount of endowment 


which, properly considered, is requisite for such an altruistic purpose. It is 


only the first solid foundation of the teaching University. The Committee, it 


is to be hoped, will not rest till it has made every effort to crown the edifice. . 


The only way is to cast about for other donors who will supplement what 
Mr. Tata has so liberally given. Meanwhile we sincerely congratulate that 
gentleman on his beneficent philanthropy and wish that he may long be spared 
to witness the fruit of the seed which he has now sown. We also congratulate 
those whom Mr. Tata took into his confidence and by whose advice he has been 
able to accomplish his most cherished object for many a year past. Pre- 
eminently the good Lord Reay deserves our highest acknowledgments. But for 
his sound practical advice, and his sympathetic moral support, the scheme might 
have ‘remained a scheme on paper only. His Excellency Lord Sandhurst’s 
sympathy in the matter has been equal to Lord Reay’s. We know that Pro- 
vincial Governments are tied down everywhere by the unfortunate and short- 
sighted policy of the last few years, inaugurated by the Imperial Government, 
to hold itself entirely aloof from higher education. It is to be devoutly hoped 
that some far-sighted statesman at the helm of our affairs in the near future may 
reverse that baneful policy and replace it by a new one which shall be condu- 
cive to the still vaster progress of Indian intellectualism. Lastly, we cannot 
omit to thank Mr. Barjor J. Padshah, late Vive-Principal of the Sind College, 
who with his unbounded enthusiasm and love for higher learning so ably 
seconded Mr, Tata in his efforts to formulate a practical scheme in consultation 
with the distinguished savants of knowledge in Europe and the United States 
and: with the co-operation of Lord Reay. Altogether the inauguration of the 
scheme marks a new epoch in the educational history of the country, at which 
its people have great reason to rejoice. A princely merchant in Bombay en- 
dowing a teaching University and a princely landholder in Lahore bequeathing 
15 lakhs for a first class college for all the. Panjab are events in the educa- 
tional annals of this poor country which will for ever illuminate these pages 
when the dismal occurrences of recent months have passed away from memory 
and buried for ever in oblivion. India should be proud of these two sons of 
hers, who have each in his way marked an epoch in her history. All hononr 
to such epoch-making men. | 


41. Mr, Tata’s patriotic scheme, which has engaged the close attention of 

Pe ere ae Lord Reay and other veteran educationists for some 

0 = ‘an Spectat (4), 4nd time past, is likely to combine what is best in the 
system of higher education in India with what is most 
profitable: in scientific and technical training. Its success will depend mainly 
on how far this combination is kept in view. But before Mr. Tata and his 
friends think of success, they have to see that his munificent offer of thirty lakhs 
of rupees is followed up by offers from other patriotic Indians to the extent at 
least of another thirty lakhs. With sixty lakhs in hand it may be found 
possible to make a start commensurate with the truly national object that the 
Parsi donor has in view. Thisis not difficult to manage with the active 
help and countenance of Government. As to the nature of the research to be 
made, we venture to make one suggestion at this stage, namely, that it should 
concern itself as much as possible with the development of the industrial and 
commercial resources of the country. It would’ be a pity to spend money 
in the beginning on scientific experiments, so called, which are incapable of 
yielding timely results. Such luxuries may be left to future millionaires to 


provide. What we want in India is to start with the known facts of science, so 


as to be able to attract such capital and enterprise as liedormantin the country. 
The institute Mr. Tata proposes to found might serve, above all, as an object 
lesson in the economic and scientific regeneration of the land. | 
42. It was nosooner said than done. Scarcely have the echoes of Sir 
Bae - Mancherji Bhownagri’s speech about the desirability 

eet Goftar (21), 2nd etn and necessity of introducing technical and industrial 
vetasaes education in India died away in the hall of St.Stephens, 
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than one.of his oldest friends and admirers, Mr. J. N.Tata,, announces -to the 
world -at large that he is ready and willing to set apart a goodly share of his. 
hard-earned fortune for the establishment and dissemination of that education 
upon which his co-religionist,, who so worthily represents his countrymen in 
Parliament, had for a long time set his heart. The princely offer of Mr. Tata, 
Bars which. happily synchronises with Sir Mancherji’s efforts in the direction of 
— _ inaugurating industrial education and scientific research in India, cannot but 
ae be regarded as a slap administered to Sir Mancherji’s jealous detractor, who 
endeavoured, though in vain, to represent to their countrymen that his 
advocacy for the introduction of technical education was but a ruse to kill 
higher liberal education. . We agree with the Times of. India that Mr. Tata's 
munificent offer should mark the advent of a new era of educational progress 
in India. Mr. Tata, it is believed, has asked Government to lend their 
helping hand in the matter, but we are afraid that, with their treasury depleted 
and with their responsibilities increased by the recent famine, plague and other 
disasters, Government will scarcely be able to. meet the wishes of Mr. Tata, 
who will in all probability have to bear the chief brunt of the affair himself. 
But if the Government ¢annot very well help the scheme from -the Imperial 
revenues just at present, they can certainly extend their moral support, which 
will undoubtedly go a great way towards the floating of the scheme, which — 
might be given a fairstart before adventitious aid is forthcoming. Government 
can:very well bring their moral influence .to bear on ‘the many wealthy Native 
States, who have no Imperial responsibilities to bear and who have a large 
surplus always available in their coffers. Industrial and technical education is 
calculated to largely benefit the Native States as much. as British India, and it 
need hardly be pointed out that the small investments which these States should 
be asked .to make will bring in the near future a proportionate return, let alone 
i opening up and development of the: many resources of the country at 


43. While a class of short-sighted Anglo-Indians have been crying them- 
We ee eal selves hoarse against higher education, and while the 
0 ot, Eng. pan (15), 2nd babbler of Bethnal Green has been echoing parrot-like 
: that cant, it is indeed most refreshing to notice that a far- 
= sighted son of India, of great experience and shrewd observation—one who has fre- 
oe quently travelled all over the world, from China to Peru, and even to Australia, 
2 and has realised the incalculable utility of higher education which advances the 
welfare of mankind—has come forward with a gift,a most munificent gift 
worthy of a merchant prince, of 30 lakhs for the establishment of a teaching 
University, the first of its kind in this country. Advocates of higher education, 
in the widest and most liberal acceptation of the term, will be rejoiced to learn 
that the first step towards founding it has at last been taken. The question of 
a extended University education has been well nigh on the anvil for the last fifteen 
: years at the least. But it was purely treated as an academic question. It was 
. the distinguished Lord Reay—with his worldwide reputation as a practical 
educationist of the highest order—who first endeavoured, in his valedictory. 
Convocation address, to impress on the enlightened and philanthropic citizens 
of Bombay the desirability of striving after such an education by means of a 
teaching University: It seemed at the time as if the words of advice had fallen 
on barren soil. But, as it now appears, there were amongst us someardent and 
enthusiastic men of light and leading, who had in their own unassuming way 
endeavoured to realise to a limited extent the ideal which that good Governor 
had tried to hold before the Bombay citizens. They did not allow the matter to 
Temain in its academic stage. | pose | 


Municipalities. 


44, The new municipal body at Poona has duly entered upon its office and 
Pe re nS, | commenced work, The formation of the new manag- 
moos New municipal body at ing committee and the sanitary committee sufficiently 
i, ak ite Seat meeting: Pew Very likely assume. The majority of the managing 
_  Maheatia (7), 2ud Oot. _- committee is made, up of nominated members, while 
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official but a European plague officer. The sanitary committee is equally: ‘ 
divided between nominated and elected members; but the chairman; who wilt 
have a casting vote, is a Government nominee and also a European plague 
officer. Personally we have nothing to say with regard to Dr, Reade and | a 
Captain Lockhart Muir, but their election to the chairs of two of the most eS 
important sub-committees to the exclusion‘of the Native members will sufficiently a 
indicate that the policy of Government in imposing eight morenominated members 
on the municipality bids fair to fructify as much as they must have expected. 
A majority, we know, will always be a legal justification for any proposition 
that the municipality may like to pass. But we have to point out that that 
body was hardly consistent with itself in refusing-to increase the strength of the 
managing committee from 7 to 9, on the plea that such increase is unfavourable 
to the effective working of an executive body, and yet jumping, almost in the 
same breath, to increase the sanitary committee from 3 to 10, Sanitation, it 
seems, is going to be made its strong point and the focus for the application of 
its energy by the new municipality, and we hope that the expectations raised 
in this matter by the municipality adopting such an unusual procedure will be 
realised. Judging from the present state of things one may. feel it hard to 
disabuse his mind of the first and natural impression produced upon it that the 
municipality is, mutatis mutandis, the official Plague Committee framed with es 
the full consciousness of the plague and the necessity to cope with it, with partial ay 
regard to public opinion. The idea seems to be that'an increase in the number oe 
of nominated members of the municipality is a sure panacea for all the evils 
that the Poona Municipality might be heir to. But prejudices die hard, and 
nobody, not even the Bombay Government, can be wiser without experience. 
His Excellency Lord Sandhurst has undoubtedly got a knack to look ‘sympa- 
thetic, but his message of * good luck ” can, we fear, not be fully appreciated 
so long as the Poona people remember that His Excellency has been in- 
strumental in sanctioning an utterly unjustifiable act of encroachment upon 
their most valued elective franchise. We cannot conclude without pointing out 
that the non-official members have now to look up very sharp, as the reason for 
their watchfulness has been greater on account of the Government’s overzeal. 


Native States. 


‘45. If the report regarding the order issued by Lieutenant-Colonel Hunter, | 

Political Agent, Kathiawar, prohibiting Messrs. Moti- © 

Disapproval of au alleged chand Tulasi, Manekchand Tulasi, and Mangal 

order of the Political Agent, Devasi from leaving Réjkot and Mr. Ladha Harji 
pars epee pi ‘officers, from leaving the Wadhwan Camp be true, it surely is 
Deshi Mitra (58), 6th Oct. an act of high-handedness on his part and likely 
to lead one to the belief that, he wants to prevent 

them from obtaining necessary legal advice or making other necessary arrange- ~° .- ; 

ments, ‘The suspended officers should be at perfect liberty to go wherever e 

they like and the Political Agent may, if he choose, take substantial bail oo 

from them, We wish the Bombay Government makes proper enquiry into 


the conduct of the Political Agent. 
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Intelligence extracted from the Press. 


46. Under the heading “ Lokamat-Vijaya’”’ or “ A play of passions,” the 
Summary of @ drama re. ~Vative Opinion writes ;-—A new opera has been com- 
flecting ont le the events of posed in Marathi by Mr, Anant Vaman Barve of Nasik, 
the past year to be acted on which is about to be acted there by a well-known 


the stage at Nasik. _ dramatic cormapany. As the opera reflects the events of a4 
0 > meine ong (31), 6th the past year as viewed from a particular standpoint, . i 
ee it is well worth perusal. We give belowa summary of eae 


its plot as furnished by a contributor :—The days were those of the reign of Queen 
Vijayiné over the city of Shvetapuri.? The Queen obtained by the grace of a great 
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_ 1 Victory of public opinion.  * Victorions lady. - *The city of the White. 
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sage, Ishaprasad,* absolute kingdom over the whole country of Aryamandala.° 
The Swami Ishaprasad was both the secular and spiritual guide of the Queen ; 

and under his counsel she conducted most liberally the Government of Arya- 

mandala with justice and mercy. There wasa favourite disciple of the sage 
by name Vicharaswatanirya® As soon as the benign rule of the Queen set 
in in Aryamandala this disciple went by order of his-master to reside there as a 
citizen. The Queen gave over a distant kinsman of hers, Mudranakala,' 
in marriage to Vicharaswatantrya, whom she looked upon as her brother in 
learning and entrusted him with the office of the representative of her subjects 
in Aryamandala. Mudranakala bore Vicharaswatantrya a son, Lokamat,’ and 
two daughters, Rajanishtha® and Shanti.” Vicharaswatantrya had also an elder 
sister, Rashtrajagrité” alias Sudharana.” She had become an ascetic and lived in 
the hermitage of the sage; but being commanded by Ishaprasad she had also now 
come over into Aryamandala to assist Vicharaswatantrya in his work there. The 
whole family did diligently the duty entrusted to Vicharaswatantrya by the 
Queen. The first stroke of their work was the exile of a great rebel, Rajadroha,* 
from Aryamandala. Since then Rajadroha was watching an opportunity 
of revenging himself upon Vicharaswatanirya, and with this object were secretly 
roaming over Aryamandala his spies Asantosh,“ Vikshobha” and Raktapat.”* 
As the day of the centennial Jubilee in honour of the Queen’s assuming the title 
of the Empress of Aryamandala was being celebrated, Vicharaswatantrya sent 
his dear son, Lokamat, to Shvetapurt to pay homage to the Queen on this 
memorable day. The Queen naturally loved Lokamat and consequently during 
his sojourn there Lokamat and Rajasatia,” the daughter of the Queen, happened 
to be particular friends. This friendship gradually grew into mutual love, 
which event exceedingly displeased a prince by name JLkatantra,* who was 
already trying to obtain the hand of Rajasatia. This prince belonged to an 
ancient royal family of Shvetapurt. His ambition always was to acquire for 
himself the office of the Queen’s representative in the Aryamandala, securing 

supremacy in the Darbar through his union with the princess. He was untiri 

in his exertions in achieving this object. He naturally therefore came to hate the 

srowing importance of Vicharaswatantrya in Aryamandala ; and now seeing that. 
the love of Lokamata and Hajasaita for each other would be a great obstacle in 
the way to the goal of his ambition, he resolved upon extirpating the whole 
family of Vicharaswatantrya and thus to make a royal road to his object. Here 
on the day of the great Jubilee Aajadroha caused his spies to kidnap Raja- 
nishtha while playing with her sister and female frends in the garden of 
Punyashram,” the usual place of residence of Vicharaswatantrya, and keep her 
in custody with the object of making an offering of her body to his goddess. 
.Aryamandala was often visited with the disastrous demon called Utpata,” 
with Dainya,” Roga,” Durbhiksha,* &c., in his train. It so happened by 
chance that Unmada“ and Danda,” two of the followers of Hkatantra, were 
appointed for checking the ravages of the demon ; they tried to execute their 
mission with the best means possible, but at the same time treated the whole 
of the family of Vicharaswatanitrya rather roughly only for the sake of pleasing 
their friend Hkatantra, under the pretext that they obstructed their well- 
intentioned measures. In the meanwhile Asantosh* and others, the spies of 
_Rajadroha, were seeking a favourable opportunity for the destruction of Vichara- 
swatantrya. They secretly murdered Unmada thinking that their object of 
revenge would naturally be gained, as the crime of this murder would easily be 
thrown upon Vicharaswatantrya on account of their mutual difference. Their 
object was gained, as Hkatantra, immediately as he heard of this murder, made 
such a terrible agitation in the Darbar of Shvetapurt that, nothing but the 
sentence of death upon Vicharaswatantrya and that of exile upon all his family 
were about to be pronounced. About this time came the great festival called 
Bhagyodaya.” On this day the sage Ishaprasad used to come out of his retire- 
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ment of Samadhi.” The Queem had already gone from Shvefapuri to the place 
of his retirement in order fo watch the suspicious moment. The princess 
Rajasatta, hearing of the calamities that befell her beloved Lokamata, set out 
for the abode of the sage to entreat him personally on his! behalf. On her way 
to Ishaprasad Swami’s Ashrama she came across Rajanishtha, about to be 
outraged by Asantosh, whom she captured on the spot and took both of them 
with her. In the presence of the Queen Ashantosh confessing everything, the 
misrepresentations of Mkatanira were discovered and Vicharaswatantrya and 
his family were rescued from the catastrophe ; and that such calamities might in 
future be averted Jshavrasada joined the hands of Raanishtha and Yuvaraja® . 
and Rajasatta and Lokamata in the same auspicious moment, and thus ended 


in joy the grand Bagyodayaparva.” (The names of the dramatis persone 
have been rendered into English in the footnotes, 


G. M. SA’THE, 
Reporter on the Native Press, 


| : oi 
Office of the Reporter on the Native Press, 
New Secretariat, Bombay, 11th October 1898. 
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Notes.—A. The notices from the different Newspapers have been collected in che Report under different heads 
which are printed in italics. : ! 

B. The names of Newspapérs are printed in the margin of the Report in italics, and the number of the News- 
paper in the above list is printed in brackets after the name, . 


C, The system of spelling vernacular words followed by the Reporter is the same as that adopted in the 
Official Spelling List of the Bombay pensar One peculiar feature of this system is that wnen the long (a Of 
or d) is the last letter of a word, the accent is left out, and the short a(@% =u in gun) is, to prevent confusion, 
never placed at the end of a word, This rule has been strictly followed, except that when the short.a appears to be 
absolutely necessary to complete the pronunciationof a word, asin Arunodaya or the well-known Mitra, it is printed 
with a mark over it to indicate that it.is short, thus—-d, ; 


D. The figures giving the circulation or number of copies published of each newspaper and perivdical as 
furnished by the proprietor, are not guaranteed as accurate, and in some instances must be regarded with caution, 


7 : oe 
Politics and the Public Administration, 
1. Lord Curzon is the Viceroy of India, because Miss Mary Leiter is 


a his wife. The arrangement may be as convenient to 
Lord Curzon’sappointment England as it is gratifying to America. But poor 


ag () 
. 


Sfleped cevtifce of Indwa dia feels a pang in the matter, not because an 
interests to those of England. autocratic Conservative comes to rule over her, but. 


Mahre'tta (7), 9th Oct. because the appointment is made out of regard for 
the advancement of the interests of England rather 

than for her own welfare, Evidently India has been sacrificed at the altar of 
America. The English press, indeed, recognises the fact of the interested motive 
of England in the, appointment of Lord Curzon, but it does -not seem to 
sympathise with India in her misfortune. In fact, it occurs to none of them to 
look at the matter from the Indian point of view. Mr. Stead, the editor of 
the Review of Reviews, tries to make the best of the situation in this manner : 
“ It may appear very absurd, but: the fact that an American girl represents the 
Queen of England and acts as vice-Empress of India perceptibly affects the 
mental attitude of the American citizen towards England, towards India, and 
towards both monarchy and Empire. India is no longer a remote thing from 
the United States.”’ We are glad of this, only we should have wished the same 
effect to be caused, if possible, by an event otherwise less directly injurious to 
the interests of this country. In fact, we very much fear that hereafter we 
shall have to lose the benefit of an impartial judgment of America upon Indian 
affairs. Mr. Stead in his enthusiasm over this new confirmation of the Anglo. 
American alliance goes even so far as to say that India is now a dependency 


ruled jointly by an Englishman and an American woman; and that “if, as 


Mr. Carnegie predicts, we are not far from another mutiny in India, the saying 
that blood is thicker than water will be found to have acquired a new and more 
significant meaning when facing the mutineers, Mary Leiter of Chicago stands 
by the side of her English husband.” The beauty of this word-picture would 
‘have been appreciable if the picture were prospectively true. Happily there 
is no chance of Mr. Carnegie being a true prophet. But if the story of Mr. 
Stead’s picture were to be realised just as it is told, then would India curse 


more bitterly than ever the appointment of the husband of Mary Leiter. 


But why unnecessarily raise the spectre and then try to lay it down? Let us 
hope for the best and try if we can to enter into the feelings of the New York 
Journal, which says, ‘“‘ She (Miss Leiter) will rule over three hundred million 
subjects. She will have palaces and a Court more splendid than Queen 
Victoria herself. Her husband will have a salary six times that of the President 
of the United States.’”? The other day Mr. Lamb on behalf of Government 
looked daggers at us for calling the pays and establishments of European officials 
in India “luxurious.” We should have made a present of the above descrip- 
tion to Mr. Lamb if he were here. : 


, 2. Lord Salisbury cannot be charged with indifference to the affairs of 
ree - Ane India in hisfchoice of either our new Viceroy or our 
of Mi Curzon as the new 20W Finance Minister. Mr. Dawkins, like the Viceroy- 
Viceroy and of Mr. Daw- lect, has the advantage of comparative youth, besides 
kins as the new Finance practical training and an open mind which are prime 


Minister for India. requisites for the situation he has to face. We cer- 
. pe Spectator (4), 9th tainly want new blood in the administration. This 


: want has been felt for years. Excellent as the per- 
sonnel of the Government of India has been as regards ability and experience, 
these very qualities have tended at times to make the Government look like 
visitors to a museum of antiquities. The Honourable Members instinctively 


and almost wholly look back to the past in dealing with the questions in’ 


hand. And as the country is more and more beset with problems referring to 
the present or the immediate future, the Honourable Members, like our 


-‘Pandits and Shastris, take a keener but withal a more retrospective interest — 


in the problems, thereby retarding their solution rather than advancing it. 


This is natural under the circumstances; we do not blame the men, but 
‘rather the system, for this worship of routine and. precedent. This is the 
‘reason why one often misses such a thing as Government in the country. It 
+. 4g all more or less an administration, or, to be precise, a huge administrative 


He 


ae 
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machinery, working automatically, save for a jerk here and a splash there, 
when the fittings kick out in despair or disgust. The administration is not onl 
too slow in certain respects, but it is also undermanned. Add to these evi 

erhaps the greater evil of false economic principles, and you begin to see why 
india does not’ prosper and its British rulers do notget the credit that is their 
due, The evils are too old to be removed by the importation of new hands 
once in five or ten years. Buta Viceroy and a Finance Minister, between them, 
can do much to infuse fresh life into the machinery of State and to induce 
their colleagues to look forward with conscious hopefulness. Coming after long 
personal contact with Lord Cromer, whom India still remembers as a most 
upright and popular Minister of Finance, Mr. Dawkins ought to prove a success 
at least so far. : 


3. Mr. Dawkins must be a man of great promise to be sent out to India 
at a time when its finances are in a far from satis- 
Appointment of Mr. Daw- factory condition. Heseems to have held some posts 
kins as the Finance Minister yequiring the exercise of high mental faculties, and 
of India. dtonk onl ie deta 4 ray oh 
Resi Goftar (2 L), Oth Oct, 1SC arge : 18 utiles in connec 10n. erewl in @ 
Eng, cols. manner entitling him to rapid promotion, He has 
ees had a long training in, Egypt, which was only but a 
few: years ago in a terrible plight as far as its finances were concerned, and 
it may ‘be taken for granted that his Egyptian experiences will stand him in 
good stead in India, He has also had the advantage of receiving financial 
training at the hands of the astute and eminent statesman, Mr. Goschen, the 
late Chancellor of the Exchequer, whose Private Secretary he was. Mr. Daw- 
kins comes with the highest credentials, and it is to be hoped that he will in 
the course of time justify his choice. We want at the present juncture a 
Finance Minister who will not only exercise a wholesome check over waste of 
money, but will render a full and true account of receipts and expenditure ; 
in plain language, we require a man who will not care to manceuvre the 
figures or “cook up” accounts toshow a balance to the good when there is 
an actual deficit in the Indian treasury. In short, we are always desirous of 
knowing the real financial condition of the country to enable us to cut our coat 
according to the cloth at our disposal. 


4, Referring to the recent legislation of the Natal Parliament regarding 
. the Indian emigrants, the Indu Praka’sh makes the 
Alleged persecution of following observations :—The Natal authorities, by 
et a (29), 6th prohibiting the Indians from opening any shops or 
Oct. _ Owning any godowns in the cities, and by compelling 
them to stay in dirty localities far away from centres 
of population, have laid the axe at the very root of the beneficent prin- 
ciples of free trade. There is no doubt that this is the result of pure jealousy 
— long since entertained against the thrifty and virtuous Indians. We cannot 
 ———- Dep feeling disgusted with the mean and ungenerous behaviour of Englishmen 
OO in Natal when we remember that these men belong to the country which pro- 
duced such great persons as Bright and Cobden. But Englishmen, than whom 
it is difficult to find on the face of the eartha more cunning and shuffling 
_ race, ascribe totally different reasons for the above legislation. Being accus- 
tomed to regard their trade as a matter of paramount interest, they never scruple 
to further its interests by disregarding truthfulness, though they pique them- 
x selves upon impartiality and believe that they are not recognised in their true 
fe: colours, — pecomunely Se Englishmen in Natal strive ‘to justify their action 
e. -  pby alleging that the Indians are dirty in their habits and dress. No doubt the 
>. Indians are poor, but we have never heard of cleanliness as being a neces- 
» -__-‘ sary accompaniment of riches, Are theauthorities in Natal aware that with 
~. _.__ the exception of that part of London where the nobility have their residences 
©. London is the dirtiest city in the world? It is, as it were, a hell of paupers. 
___ On the other hand, the Indian paupers are well known all over the world for their 
—  Gkeaniiness. Notwithstanding all this the wicked Englishmen in Natal have 
~___ farzied out the legislation above referred to on extremely ridiculous and un- 
eer tafe ee, soo we have said above, jealousy is atits root. It is however 
ory untorvunate that their countrymen in England should not be struck with | 
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5. In the name of the general public of Bombay, we enter our most 
emphatic protest against the so-called Bombay Presi-. 
oi Ee po Presidency Asso- dengy Association having adopted the most imprudent, 
on and its recommenda- °. ° | | Paegubiedt f 
tion for the appointment of @2d one might say impudent, course of sending & 
Mis, Feuticn Presons. an. the telegraphic message to the Secretary of State for India, 
Chief Justice of the Bombay recommending the Honourable Mr. Justice Parsons for 
Bee Go fia (21), 9th the post of the Chief Justice of Bombay. The message, 
Oct., Eng. cols. which is a piece of unpardonable impertinence,emanates 
from what is called the * Council ” of the Association, 
which has taken upon itself to doa thing which is quite outside the functions of a 
political association which it pretendsto be. In the first place, the Association is 
a body in which the public of Bombay has little or no confidence, composed as it 
is of a handful of lawyers, who are by no means the representatives of the different 
sections of the Native community in the city. Their loyalty is known to be 
but skin-deep, and their continued and systematic attacks on Government and. 
their officers, in season and out of season, in the columns of their newspapers, 
have earned the Association a bad name. Instead of dealing with important . 
public questions of the day, the “ Council’’ of the Association is known to have 
advocated the cause of their ‘friends and hangers-on, thereby forfeiting the confi- 
dence both of Government and the public. It would be interesting to learn, 
in the first place, where the above-mentioned meeting of the “Council”? was 
held, and, secondly, how many “ Councillors ’’ were present on the occasion. If 
our information is correct, there were scarcely half-a-dozen members present 
at the time, who, in the name of the “ Council,’’ ventured to discuss a matter 
which was wholly without the pale of the constitution of the Association, and 
which evidently appears to have been done to curry favour with Mr. Justice 
Parsons. We are glad to observe that some of the prominent members of the 
Association do not approve of the step taken by the ‘ Council.’’. 


6. We do not think that the recommendation of the Bombay Presidency 
euiiawies re. on Association regarding Mr. Justice Parsons will have 
oc the desired effect, as Lord George Hamilton did not 
2 approve of the decisions given by him under Section 
124A of the Indian Penal Code last year, though they were the most impartial, . 
and as the Honourable Mr. Justice Strachey hasa claim to the post. Mr. 
Strachey is also a straightforward and promising Judge, and there is every likeli- 
hood of his getting the post as he has got great influence at the India Office and 
as the technical difficulty which arises in the case of Mr. Justice Parsons does not 
hinder Mr. Justice Strachey’s promotion. 


_ %, The ways of the Imperial Government are sometimes very curious indeed. 
ae It was over two years ago that a public meeting was 
Comments on the reply of held by the Presidency Association to adopt a memo- 
~ oan gS =: 2 rial to the Secretary of State for India on the subject 
Presidency “Association i, Of the separation of the civil and military branches 
regard to the question of the .Of the Medicalservice, As many as twenty-six months 
separation of the Civil and have elapsed, and now it is that, as usual, the Im- 
0 be pat ng the perial Government has given the go-bye to that well — 
Kaiser-e-Hind (18), 9th tounded representation. — It isin a way an agreeable 
Oct., Eng, cols. surprise that the authorities, even aiter this lapse of 
| time, seem at least to have been alive to one part of 
their duty, namely, to the propriety of a reply. So far_we may say “for this 
mercy, many thanks.’ As to the prayer of the memorial, of course, it has not 
been granted. They incubated on it for twenty-six months and found that there 
was no reason to comply with the request. The refusal is not based on any 
specific reasons. The Association is informed that its statements are inaccurate, 
but curiously enough they have failed to point out what the inaccuracies are. The 
fact is, the Imperial Government cannot brook outsiders impugning the compe- 
tency of its own officers. The world may proclaim them to be anything but com- 


petent: not so the Imperial Government. The world cannot know anything of _— 


these prodigies : the Government alone is in a position to pass acertificate as to 


their qualifications. Being selected by them, it would be rank profanity to doubt ae 
the selection and proclaim their incompetency. When weare governed under such . 


; : SIE wage . 


conditions, of course it is useless to say aught. ‘We may as well bay at the 
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moon, Under the circumstances the Presidency Association may lay the flatter- 
ing unction to its soul that it drove the Imperial Government into taking refuge 
under inanities in reply to its well-reasoned out and well-founded representation. . 
When a Government is at its wit’s end to answer public grievances, it is the 
practice to persist in cailing its own details of adminiStration perfect and open to 
no reform. As a solace, however, it is magniloquently announced that the 
pittance of promotion which the devils of Assistant Surgeons are now to receive 
under the new resolution recently published should remove all cause of complaint, 
‘Moreover, they will now and then get promotions to Civil Surgeonships on a_ 
maximum salary of Rs. 700. What more could a just and liberal Government 
do for these black doctors? Surely, it is understood that the bread is only for 
their white counterparts, while the crumbs only are to be reserved for them. 
And‘ who will not say after this that discontent in the land exists nowhere ? 
Verily, the ways of the Imperial Government are wondrous, and a more wond- 
rous instance of its erratic wisdom cannot be found than in this precious reply 
which it has been graciously pleased to vouchsafe to the Association after full 


‘twenty-six months. We congratulate the Imperial Government on the miracle 
it has achieved. : 


8. Yet another’ turn of the screw the other way, and the Natus are 

free to move not only in the town of Belgaum but in 

Permission given to the - the whole district of that name, but prisoners so far 
1% coke <a the as all the world, except the Belgaum District, is con- 
ve Fahratta (7), 9th Oct. cerned. Perhaps in this way the Natus will take as 
many years to reach Poona as there are districts in 
this presidency. Both the Natus will be by that time grey-haired and Poona 
will be to them as mucha changed place as was his home to old Rip Van 

Winkle. But one object is sure to be achieved in the arrangement, and that 
is the peace of Poona and the whole country. Considering the great stake, viz., 
the danger to the British Empire, this slow turning of the screw is perfectly 
legitimate, and Government must certainly be congratulated upon the way in 
which they are reclaiming inch by inch the land from those terrible sedition- 
mongers—the Natus—whose crimes are so terrible as Government cannot even 
name them by the breath of their mouth. From the point of view of the Natus, 
too, the wisdom of the policy of Government towards them is apparent. Even 
liberty, if administered in a full dose all at once, may very likely do them harm 
in their present very tender and susceptible state of mental health. As the 
brothers had to pay the twelve-yearly tribute to their parents and forefathers, 
they were allowed to leave Belgaum and come down as far as.the banks of the 

Krishna at Kudchi. The ceremonies done, they may return to any place of - 

their choice in the Belgaum District and reside there till Government in their — 
prudence enlarge the range of their parole by yet another thousand of yards, 
All things come to him who waits, and the Natus need not despair of returning 
to Poona. Inthe meanwhile their memory will remain as green as ever in 
Poona, and they will have realised their memorial during their lifetime. The 
relaxation of the restraint upon the movements of the State prisoners by the 
widening of their range is to that extent an advanced admission by Govern- 
ment that they are not guilty of any nameable offence, and to that extent also 
- it is the lessening of justification for the original arrest and subsequent 
confinement. Time is said to be a healer. But in the case of unjustifiable: 
imprisonment like that of the Natus time can do nothing but open up new 
and widen old soresin the hearts not only of the prisoners but also of the 

_ sympathetic public at large. eu oie | 


9, A monstrous travesty of justice is reported from Bengal, and for the 
: fair fame of the Bengal Government it is to be hoped | 
| no oman ee rent that the matter will not be allowed ‘to rest where it 
Phoenix (8) Sth Oct, does at present. A European named Ambler was 
Sia uameaeues charged with having caused the death of one Jagadeo 
Station.. Ambler was duly placed on his trial for 
to.the deceased, and the worthy beak who tried him 
nfinement till the rising of the Court anda fine of Rs. 100 
sof justice. This was a disgraceful, scandalous and gro- — 
justice and calculated to estrange the loyalty of the people 


_. : A hin Spy cis wes ae Z 
* i” : 7 y ™ * - 
4 we VSS eg o . rien Gg FF j 
4 . SSSR Oe a ee “tir ; 
‘ EN oe aes A ris x 
Ai } » 


11 


&nd fill their minds with feelings of the deepest loathing and disgust. Ambler has 
ambled a man off the face of creation and his punishment has been outrageously 
madequate to his crime, 3 ) 


10, The new postal regulations for the transmission of newspapers came 

, into force from the 1st instant, and as everything 

Comments on the new else under the present administration, they are of a 
postal regulations for the retrograde and harassing character. Newspaper offices 


"ia (12), "tk Ock., have enjoyed for the last seventeen years the privilege 


Eng. cols. of exchanging copies of newspapers with each other 


free of postage, and sending bundles of newspapers 
to their agents at half rates, The withdrawal of these concessions means 
additional obstacles in the way of obtaining and circulating news, It is, 
indeed, lamentable that the country should have reached such a stage of bank- 
ruptcy as to compel Government to cancel privileges so long enjoyed, The new 
e that postage shall be prepared by postage stamps is of a most harassing 
character. In the'case of newspapers whose circulation is small it might not 
prove oppressive ; but when the circulation is large, the trouble of affixing a 
stamp to each packet at night is simply intolerable. Every important news- 
paper office must now maintain a special staff for seeing to this troublesome 
work ; otherwise the subscribers will be mulcted by the pdst office, and news-. 
paper offices will be flooded with complaints, because packets were not stamped 
through oversight or fraud on the part of servants. It would have been. better 
if the Postal Department had arranged to supply half-anna wrappers to news- 
paper offices. The new system is vexatious to a degree, and we fail to see why 
the postal authorities should not remove a grievance of their own creation. The 
so-called concessions given to newspapers will benefit very small sheets or 
Anglo-Indian newspapers only. The new rules require to be modified and we 
expect our contemporaries not to quietly submit to the vexatious changes that 
have been sprung upon newspaper offices without consulting their convenience 
or wishes beforehand. 


11. The accounts that have reached us from Junnar about the recent 
dacoity at Udapur are very fearful. The Udapur 
The dacoities in certain dis- dacoity is not the only event of its kind that reminds 


trict sof the Bombay Presi- yg of the existence among the subjects of the British 
dency and a plea for the 


repeal of the Arms Act. Empire of a set of bandits who are enemies of 
-~ Mahrattta (7), 9th Oct. peace and mankind, and who have so far successfully 


evaded the long arm of law, the watching eye of the 

police, and more than all the levelling and (if we may say so) the emasculating 

rigour of the British rule. Generally there is no choice between the Italian 

anarchists and the present-day dacoits of the Indian hills, except in this respect 

that while the Italian anarchist is actuated by higher, not to say nobler, aims in 

view when he charges his bomb or sharpens his stiletto, the Indian dacoit of 

the type exhibited at Udapur, and lately in the Nasik District, is moved to 

action by motives often of pecuniary profit and rarely of revenge. There is one 
point worth considering, however, in this connection, viz., that while the peaceful 

subjects of the European nations have nothing to fear from the anarchists, this 


very class of persons is always the sufferer in India, and their lot excites all the ° 


greater pity on account of the fact that unlike the subjects of a European or 
other nation on earth, the Indian subjects are disarmed and unable to defend 
themselves against an enemy. It is all very well to say that the protection of 
the Indian subjects has been undertaken for them by the British Government. 
But facts often belie this elegant theory and prove that the subjects in all places, 
except some of the district towns, are indebted rather to the peaceful and 
law-abiding disposition of their neighbours than to any effective machinery 
of Government that will render them help and protection on the spot within 
a reasonable time. In saying this, however, we are not at all unconscious of the 
fact that the police depot of any Government must necessarily be limited and 


that, generally speaking, Government and social order is possible only because - = 


‘ aS 
bro 
v 


law-fearing, if not law-abiding, men number far more than those of the other =§ . | 


‘sort. But while this principle is applicable to India just as tothe other countries, = 
the people in India, unlike those in other countries, are deprived of their arms, — — 


and we are not aware that the Indian Government has taken any special measures 
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to artificially secure to them the protection thus lost by them, The inadequacy 
of the police force is perhaps apparent to Government, and a numerical increase 
in that department may not be quite unexpected. But even in the notoriously 
bandit-haunted districts, it is not possible for Government, to employ the police 
force so extensively as to make dacoities a human impossibility. Can any one 
remember an instance of a dacoity being averted by the timely help of the 
police, while instances are not wanting, as in the case of Dhérwar, of dacoities 
committed in the heart of large towns and under the nose, as it were, 
of the police station. No blame, however, could have attached to Govern 
ment for the inadequacy of their police force if they had preserved to 
the people their companionship with arms and thus turned them into so 
many policemen. But, as it is, the people are entirely at the mercy of 
the bandits, who have the advantage of arms and are emboldened, by the 
absence of any expectation of opposition to them. in the particular case 
of the dacoity at Udapur, only 7 or 8 armed men simply sported with the lives 
of not less than 16 aduit males and inflicted humiliating wounds on their bodies 
in a perfectly cool and business-like manner, It need hardly be pointed out 
that things like these have a decidedly demoralising effect upon the minds of 
men; and though Government may not like us to be lawless and turbulent 
subjects, it certainly ought not to see us demoralised in point of physical 
courage, manliness and consequent self-respect. The dacoities so frequent in 
some parts of the country furnish a very conclusive plea for at least a partial 
repeal -of the Arms Act, ‘Possession of arms may have its own dangers, we 
know. But to speak of them would be irrelevant when the repeal or modi- 
fication of the Act is prayed for on behalf of only those people who are exposed 
to the dangers of wild ‘animals and their more dreadful human brethren, 
Even with arms the generally peaceful citizens would take years to do that much 
mischief which was done at Udapurin a single night. The necessity of camping 
out in plains and fields on account of the: plague has created additional need for 
the possession of arms, and for one and all of these reasons it is necessary that 
the Arms Act rules should be very largely and liberally modified. 


12. The Kesari makes the following observations on the same subject :— 
ge Up to this time the Indians thought the power of 
esart (152), Lith Oct. = the British Government to be paramount and un- 
limited and proudly maintained that under the British sceptre any one could 
travel throughout the length and breadth of India without any fear of being 
plundered ; but since the outrageous dacoities committed in the Poona, Nasik and 
Ahmednagar districts this impression has naturally been losing ground. One 
can see that the protection afforded by the British administration in the matter 
of life and property is extremely inadequate, and if the present system does not 
undergo material alterations, we feel sure, the people will openly declare 
their preference for the Moghul rule and thus cast a slur on the British Govern- 
ment. If it be asked why people should not take steps for their own protection, 
the explanation lies in the fact that they are not allowed to possess any weapons. 
As for the police arrangements of the Government, they are so meagre that scarce- 
ly a policeman is met with when we seek for him in three or four villages and the 

, aid of the military is available generally a month or two after the-event. It is 
therefore natural that the refuse of the society should be encouraged todo . 
mischief in such a state of disorder, and their inclination to do mischief increases 
in proportion to their knowledge of the inefficient police arrangements. By a 
close examination of the statistics of some districts we can clearly see that only 
a one out of every three policemen is armed with a weapon, that one policeman is 
-  ~ entrusted with the safety of three or four villages containing nearly 1,500 souls, 

-. and that of these only one or two persons are given permits under the Arms 
Act. It must be remembered that the safety of the villages in other countries 
‘with an equal amount of police force is chiefly ensured by the arms the 
_.. Governments of those countries allow their subjects to possess. We are all 
ee disarmed, oy to enable a few European battalions to keep their control over 


_. the whole of India. Though we have in India an expensive military system 
- itis chiefly n 


chiefly maintained for defending the country against foreign invasion 
Bid. 18 therefore ne’ rer available for checking robberies in the districts, and 


ice Department, which is 90 inefficient and so poorly 
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manned that it would be no exaggeration to say. that hardly a policeman 
is seen in a village for three or four weeks running. Now, there are only two 
ways of remedying this state of things. Government should either increase 
their police force or allow some men in each village to possess weapons and 
introduce "the ancient system of village police. The treasury of the Govern- 
ment js nearly empty and so any increase in its police force is out of the 
question. We therefore hope that the Government will adopt the other remedy 
and avert the disgrace attaching to the British administration by eight or ten 
persons enjoying an unobstructed career of plundering: : 


13. Referring to the recent dacoity at Udapur in the Junnar subdivision 
the Lokaseva says :—It is extremely disgraceful to 
ection the British Government, who have disarmed the people 
jag the recent dacoity in of India and undertaken the task of protecting them 
e Junnar subdivision of | : ) hesper 
tha Pocus Divick, from every kind of danger, that a dozen armed persons 
Lokaseva (137); 13th Oct. should during day-time not only assault the inhabitants 
of a densely populated village, but should even cut 
off the noses and ears of some of them. If the people adopt any means to 
conciliate the dacoits, they are charged with abetting them, On such occasions 
the aid of the police is almost nz/ or at least insufficient. We hope Govern- 
ment will take steps to remedy this state of things. ee 


Comments in connection 


14. Referring to some prosecutions instituted against the patels of some 
villages in the Mokhdda Peta (part of the subdivision 

_ Allegedinjustice of punish. of Shahapur in the Thana District), the Arunodaya 
ing people for giving bread makes the following remarks:—The patels of the 


gay see (101), 9th Oct. : villages being without weapons are required to give 


whatever is demanded of them by the dacoits. -If. 


the Government will give permits for possessing weapons to its hereditary 
Village officers and then find any patel aiding the offenders with supplies of food 
or drink, it will be perfectly justified in prosecuting such delinquents. But we 
do not understand the wisdom of withholding from them the power of opposing 
the dacoits and then instituting prosecutions against them for not having opposed 
them. We hope the Revenue officers, who are to decide these cases and who, 


from their contact with the patels of the various villages, are thoroughly ac- 


quainted with their character, will take all these things into their consideration. 


15. A correspondent writes :—It is argued that because Banias are the 

7 objects of the dacoities in Sind, it is their debtors who 

PR ag Sind. of the pilfer them, and that consequently the dacoities are 
Pheniz (8), 12th Oct. connected with their money-lending transactions. But 

: ' money-lending Banias are not the only people who 

receive these unwelcome visits from these highway marauders. Are there 
not instances of the houses of respectable merchants and even high Goy- 
ernment officials having been visited by these ruffians? Indeed the last 
dacoity that we have heard of was in the house of a Muhammadan Police officer, 
THis élearly shows that the dacoits have no particular liking for the money- 
lending Banias as such. No doubt it is true that Banias are robbed, but this 
cannot but be. The real cause of the plunder of the Bania is the meagre 
protection afforded by our police, which lacks anything like detective skill, 
and the apathy of the majority of the Zamindars, or even their actual co- 
operation and sympathy with the dacoits. Get at the true cause. Why 
should there be a shuffling over these plausible pleas? Were not these very 
Banias in the country before, and can it be denied that they used to charge 
rates of interest before which the present rate allowed by Courts dwindles 


into complete nothingness, but still there were no such open raids heard of 
-onpeople in their own houses? What change has the Enoumbered Estates — 


Act effected? If you move in the mofussil, everybody will tell you. that 


it is the Act which has led to'mischief in many cases. The extravagant Zamin- : 


dar being now reduced to a fixed monthly pension or pay, with no credit what- 


soever in the market, in many cases goes about organising these ‘criminal _ 
measures, -With all this I don’t grudge the application of the Deccan Relief 


Act to the poor rayats. If one wants this heroic remedy let him have 
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- Yamindars even more than the Encumbered Estates Act has ruined the credit of 
the bigger folk. And then the evil will not abate even a whit. It will, on the 
contrary, grow with the growing loss of credit of the rayats. As it is, they are 
managing to eke out their living in the way they know best. Don’t meddle with 
them unless you are prepared to give them credit yourself in place of the Bania. 
Otherwise do not deprive them of their last source 6f keeping body and soul to- 
rether. Let our Ree ante and benign Government be moved to reduce the 
3sessment on the land, which is being felt as a burden. ) 


16. That the varied, andin many cases bitter, experience of the different 

. curative and precautionary plague measures, adopted 
Remarks on Government jn this and other presidencies, has not been thrown 
of India’s recent resolution *s away upon the Supreme Government, is clear from 
Served im enforcing plague the wise and definite pronouncements they have made 
measures. in their recently issued supplementary resolution on 
Indian Spectator (4),9th Oct. the general principles which should guide the local 
oe Governments in the matter. Allthatis to be wished 
is that these precepts should be carried out and that the Government should seé 
that their directions are not treated merely as pious declarations to be honoured. 
in the breach rather than in the performance. Our experiences have not in this 
matter been particularly pleasant. The questionable policy of allowing wide 

latitude to the individual vagaries of scattered plague administrators must, 
now that every “stamping out’ theory and every method has had its trial, 
be finally abandoned, and something like uniformity secured in plague ad- 
ministration throughout the country. Delay in giving effect to declarations is 
another grievance which cries for instant, removal. The era of despatch and 
thorough obedience to directions from head-quarters is evidently yet to dawn. 
If wide discretion is still to be allowed to the local Governments by the Supreme 
Government, and to !ocal officers by the local Governments in their turn, we 
do not see much use of. drawing up these general directions at all. If any- 
thing, they only compromise the prestige of the higher anthorities, not to 
mention the raising of hopes only to be frustrated. With these reservations, 
we are, of course, prepared to welcome heartily the general principles enunciated. 
in the manifestoes of the Supreme Government. 7 3 


17. The letter of the le ae of India to provincial and subordinate . 

. administrations in the matter of the policy which 
nee = (13), th should guide them in the execution of silage AR soon 

: In all parts of the country where their operation is 

required is out at last. We believe this important change in the operation 
of Government rules with regard to the suppression. of plague was called 
forth long since in view of the experience of the epidemic in this and other 
presidencies within the past two years. The oppressive nature of the rules is a 
source of continued fear and anxiety to subject populations all over the country, 
and the present interference of the Indian Government in the policy hitherto 
adopted and put into force by subordinate Governments will, we are sure, tend 
to properly mitigate the measures and relieve popular anxiety on the sub- 
ject to a considerable extent. The new rules are undoubtedly calculated to 
mitigate many a grievance which the people have hitherto suffered not without 
a grumble, and it remains to, be seen how far these grievances are redressed b 
the local Government in the spirit in which the Imperial Government has 
suggested. 


18. If the Government of Bombay and its Secretaries are desirous of 
Request to the Bombay meeting the wishes of the ‘ people and making them 
Government to appoint a happy, they should appoint a Commission of twelve 
Commission to = uire into men to enquire into the distress caused by plague to 
Birys Prakash (23), fine Sn % sted eS oe ae Presidency and to suggest 
~~ 19 ‘There is every reason to believe that the plague administration at 
_ Remarks on plague opera Dh ps ser 


ere 
‘to 


_ Mahedita (7), 9th Oct. 
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the objectionable nature of the plague measures. But all the same they must g 
on agitating as heretofore, always hoping that His Excellency the Governor's 
. attention may some time be attracted to their condition. The suicide of Haya- 
grivacharya was not the only event of its kind in Dhérwér, and if we are rightly 
informed, two other deaths have occurred there which the public believe to be 
extreme protests against the plague measures. The Dhérwdr plague adminis- 
tration must be peculiarly unfortunate in having to deal with people possessed 
of a morbid sensitiveness to religion. But their duty to be considerate in their. 
measures is not for that fact in any way lessened, but only enhanced. The . 
attempt of the Dharwdér Collector to explain away Hayagrivacharya’s death 
seems to have shaken all confidence of the Dharwdr people in him, The 
intensity of their feeling with regard to that event is very well indicated by 
the resignation of five of the local municipal commissioners, but still more 
by the conspiracy, so to say, of the people to abstain from voting when the 
_ Collector, accepting the resignations of the five members, proceeded uncere- 
moniously to fix by-elections for the five seats. The by-elections were fixed 
for the 5th instant, but there were only three candidates for the five seats. 
The farce of election completed, it was found out that the highest number 
of votes recorded for the most successful candidate was only twelve, while the 
other two secured, it is said, a single vote each. It will be thus seen that the 
unsympathetic conduct of the Collector has had very far-reaching consequences ; 
and the fact that a little more than a dozen votes, out of a total number of at 
least one thousand, were recorded in the by-elections will completely show that 
the educated as well as the uneducated people of Dh4rwar must be very seriously 
disapproving of the conduct of their Collector. Here is a piece of public opinion 
. made apparent beyond all possibility of*mistake, only if Government will care 
to take it into consideration in judging of the conduct of their representative at 
Dharwar. But it is not only the sentimental kind of grievances from which 
the Dhdrwar people have to suffer. Wholesale evacuation is a hardship, but 
considering the heavy rains and the proved unsafety of camping out at Dharwar 
the particular measure must have been a very peculiar hardship. The evacua- 
tion seems to be unpopular at Dharwdér also for the additional reason that it is 
looked upon by the people in the light of a coercive inducement to inoculation. 
Many people have got themselves inoculated, but a single inoculation has ceased 
to be a privilege against enforced segregation and evacuation, and even with © 
regard to a second inoculation people seem to complain that they have not a 
free hand eyen in the matter of choice of a more or less competent and popular 
doctor out of the two stationed at Dhd4rwdr. In short, the plague administra- 
tion at Dharw4r has become extremely unpopular and we earnestly pray to 
Government to give Mr. Cappel the assistance of another officer, who will win 
the hearts of the people and enable Government and the people together to 
come out of the present calamity without the loss of good feeling. 


20. During the last fortnight or more heavy rain has regularly visited our 
town every day, generally at night. The condition 

Fg song al (42), 10th under such circumstances of those who have gone to 
is ue live outside the town in smali miserable huts can 
better be imagined than described. No attempt appears to have been made 
to ascertain the number of deaths occurring in the huts, where, we are told, 
men, women and children are dying like rats, and no wonder. Those that have 
an occasion to see the huts erected round the town estimate the daily number of 
deaths in them at 50, asserting at the same time that there is at least one 
sick bed in each of them. The entire misery of the people living in huts 
is ascribed by some to the plague measures. They say that if there were no 
fear of segregation and the plague hospital, these people would have lived com- 
fortably in their houses, and if attacked by plague there they would have had a 
chance of obtaining proper medical aid in time. Experienced officers assert 
that the sufferings of the inhabitants, if left to. themselves, would be ten 
times greater and plague would rapidly spread like wildfire. Nobody can 
deny that there is much truth in this, and it is not easy to point out a middle 
course for the adoption of the Government officers at this stage of the country’s 
experience. But one thing is certain, namely, that the dread of segregation and 
the plague hospital which has so mightily taken possession of our townspeople is 
con 1033—5 | | ee | 
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_ the result of their unwillingness to be separated from one another at a time like 


_ the present, and their caste prejudices. The huts in the health camp to which 
the inhabitants are sent are a hundred times better than those we have 
described above, they being erected on a dry virgin land and furnished with 
roofs of iron sheets which make leaking almost impossible. Similarly the. sick 
-in the plague hospital are far more comfortably lodged than in the people’s 
huts and a kind-hearted medical man there spares nothing to help the help- 
Jess. Still people prefer to lie and die in their own infernal huts. Many 
eases can be found, and they point to the impossibility of full benefit being 
derived from thé money spent on segregation camps and plague hospitals, 
for which all castes have a great dislike and would not enter them unless forced 
to doso, which in itself often proves fatal to those who are of a nervous disposition 
and who value their castes and customs more than their lives. This state of things 
loudly calls for a radical change in the plague measures as they now stand, and 
shows the necessity of their being thoroughly remodelled in consultation with . 
the leading members of the Native community, and of carrying on the manage- . 
ment chiefly through Native agency and under European supervision if neces- 


sary. 


Karna@tak Patra (42), 10th 


— Oct. 


21. The local newspapers complain that the compulsory evacuation of the 
, Haveri Peth by the plague authorities without giving 
the people even a few hours’ notice was an unjustifi- 
able act. 


But the authorities explain it away by 


saying that in view of the excessive virulence of plague in the locality and the 


attempt of the people to conceal pla; 
such a course. Thus to call the punis! 


gue cases they were compelled to resort to 


oament, which the inhabitants of the Haveri 


Peth were visited with, an injustice, does not, in our opinion, stand to reason. 


22. The Kdlidds praises the doctor and the nurses, both European and 
Native, serving in the hospital at Dharwar, and regrets 


Alleged misunderstanding that hundreds of persons should die in the open fields 


regarding the plague hospitai 
at Dharwar. ¢ 
Kélidas (128), 7th Oct, . 


and damp low grounds simply on account of their false 
notions regarding the arrangements in the plague 
hospital. The paper adds :—There is a popular belief 


that patients in the plague hospital are killed by forcibly giving them doses of 
poison. It is sheer folly to charge the hospital authorities with poisoning the 
patients when, not to say anything of their readiness to allow a well-to-do person 
to have his own separate arrangements, the fact is that they never object to give 
_.trial to any medicine recommended by a qualified person. Hospital treatment is 
intended for those persons only who have no near relatives to look after them. 
Nevertheless it is true that some ingredients, such as eggs, brandy and milk, 
usually put in the hospital medicines, do not suit all persons. Articles of food, 


such as rice an 


d other things, are not so nicely prepared in: the hospital as they 


are at home. In our opinion, the death of many a patient in the hospital is 
accelerated by contact with low-caste people and the shock he receives when 
he sees in close proximity to him sick persons, some of whom are breathing 
their last, some raving in a fit of delirium and some exhibiting strong convulsions 
of body. Theonly way toremedy this state of things lies in respecting the caste 
prejudices and screening the patients one from another. Until this is done we 
should not hope for a decrease in the rate of mortality. So long as the patients 


were few the hosp 


ital was well-managed, but now that their number has 


enormously increased it has become quite inconvenient. 


Segregation camps at Dhar- 
‘war and suggestions in con- 
nection with them. 

., Kalide’s (128), 7th Oct. 
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being quite helpless in ‘this matter, is required to connive at the numerous com 
plaints made to him. [f there is any truth in this rumour the difficulty may be 
removed by utilising the Mission School, the Training College and the High 
‘School as segregation and health camps, ‘s 


24. A correspondent complains to the Kdlidds of filthy water being used 
fete haa . for disinfecting purposes at Dhérwér, objects to the 
tat plaint against the dis- practice of disinfecting in one pot the clothes of 

ecting process ut Dharwar. . ° . : , 
Kélide’s (128), 7th Oct. | Persons In mourning, women in their monthly course, 


Mussalmans and low-caste Hindus, and says that there 
is nothing to be wondered at if under such circumstances connected with dis- 
infection cases like that of Hayagrivacharya, occur. oer 


25, On the invitation of Mr. Lahanu, the Patel of Jalgaon, Mr. Cumine, 


late Collector of Khindesh, went to Jalgaon on the 
Praise of Mr.Cumine for 20th ultimo and came back after having stopped there 
respecting the invitstion of for two hours. Myr. Cumine enquired of all his 
Mr, Lahant, the Patel of ° : ; , 
Jalgaon. : acquaintances how each was doing. He then went to 
Arunodaya (101), 9th Oct. Mr, Lahanu’s house, where they had some pleasant . 
) conversation. They then returned tothe station, where — 
the Patel gave pan supars (leaves. and betelnut, the usual way of showing 
hospitality) and garlanded Mr. Cumine. If our officers would behave so famili- 
arly and affectionately towards the people under their charge the rayats would 


bless them and sing their praises. 


26. We do not think that any other class of people excepting Govern- 
ment officers, servants and pensioners earned anything 
Request to the income-tax last year so as to enable them to pay the income- 

authorities, Surat. J 3 at) 
Surya Prakésh (23), 8th tax. It is well-known what the condition of Surat 
i was last year and how far the merchants. carried 
on their business. They bitterly complain about the 
ravages caused by plague and it is a pity that the tax should be heavily assessed 
by the Income-tax Collector, Surat, and that they should not get any 
justice from the Collector. Government are fully aware of the distress caused 
tothe people andthe harm done to the trade by plague, and the Income-tax 
authorities should carefully examine the account. books of merchants and show’ 


sympathy and give them due justice at a time when business is slack and their 
earnings are poor. : 


27. One Ardeshar Hormasji Gundevia writes from Malkapur drawing 
a attention to the cruel process in which male buffaloes 
Request to Government to are killed in Ber4éry in a number of villages on the 
pot. pert ego Ri Dasara holiday of the Hindus under the belief that 
Dasara holiday of the oe these offerings keep the villages immune from distress 
Jam-e-Jamshed (66), 15th and disaster throughout the succeeding year, and 
Oct. observing that it is painfully surprising that this in- 
| | human practice should be tolerated in the nineteenth 

century under the civilized British Government. 


Educations 


28. The action of the Bombay Government in refusing sanction to the © 
P oe opening of a new Law School can be characterized 
os ‘ne Bomber Gee, only in one way—it is illiberal, unjust and selfish in. 
to the opening of anew Law theextreme. It may be taken as the inauguration of 
School in Bombay. a new educational policy which, if logically and con- 
Indu Prakésh (29), 6th gistently: pursued, will end in the abolition of all 
Oat, Sa ae indigenous educational ‘institutions, at. least of those 
which ultimately lie at the mercy of Government. It is difficult to see on what 
zational grounds Government could have thought it proper to refuse to 
grant the necessary sanction. The scheme for the new Law School was planned — 
and developed by eminent citizens in Bombay, and they had seeured zealousand = 
able. lawyers of the local Bar to serve on’ the Professorial staff. There was = 
hardly any danger of the school being a financial failure or being conducted 3 
4n an inefficient manner. The Senate and the Syndieate had approved of the 1 
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“gcheme and it only awaited the final sanction of the Government’ to- be 
‘launched into existence. The financial straits to which the local Government 
have been reduced have veritably transformed them intoa Jew more close- 
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fisted than the famous Shylock of Shakespeare, and they have refused to give 
the necessary sanction lest the sy of a new school might deprive them 
of the profits which their own Law School yields thenrevery year. We cannot 
conceive of any other reason for the proposal. The Indian Government has 
more than once laid it down as the guiding principle of its educational polic 
that all attempts at self-reliance are to be most willingly encouraged, and it 
has scrupulously followed this policy for the last forty years. Why the Bombay 
Government should have now deemed it proper to depart from this time-honoured 
and sound policy is more than one can say. The argument that Bombay is not 
in need of an additional Law School is flimsy in the extreme; and moreover that 
is not the point of view from which Government should look at the opening of 
new educational institutions. Altogether there is no justification whatever for 
this illiberal action of Government, and we heartily regret that they should 
have sacrificed their long established principle simply to serve the exigencies of ’ 
¢he time. — , . 
29. Itis said that a Conference of the Educational Inspectors was held 
at the bungalow. of the Honourable Mr. Giles, the 
Comments on the Educa-' Director of Public Instruction, a few daysago. The — 
tional |Gonference recently object of the Conference was, it is reported, a revision of 
" Makedite (7), 9th Oct. the vernacular text-books and the examinations of 
teachers. Those who remember the Educational Con- 
ference of two years back, which was presided over by Mr. T. B. Kirkham, late 
Educational Inspector, C. D., and at which a number of interesting papers were 
read and discussions made, will note with regret that no such Conference was held 
ever after. Last year the Conference was essentially of the Inspectors, but a . 
few High School masters were, we hear, asked to attend. But this year not 
a single Head Master was allowed to attend, and if the Conference maintains 
this kind of progressiveness. we might next year perhaps have to hear that 
the Director by himself sat as the whole Conference. Indeed, we fail to see. why 
the head of the Educational Department is so careful to shut out the light of free 
thought. The experiment of inviting comments and suggestions with regard to 
educational matters, made two years ago, has completely proved the usefulness of 
that method of reforming the Educational Department, and the well-wishers of the 
young school-going population cannot but view with regret and disappointment the 
fact that the Educational Conference, with its immense possibilities of properly 
enlightening and ventilating the educational policy of the presidency, should 
have been discontinued without even so much as the pretence of a proper excuse 
or justification. The Educational Department has, we know, to content itself with 
being unprogressive chiefly on account of its being the most starved of all depart- 
ments, But many repairs and reforms can happily be effected in the department 
which require no expenditure of money, but only a desire in its officers to trouble 
their own brains a little, and to accept with readiness the results of the working 
of the brains of other people. The public are very anxious to know the results 
of this year’s Conference, especially as the important subject of the vernacular 
text-books was to have been discussed in it, and we hope the Director will not 
proceed to dispose of the matter without taking the sense of independent and 
unofficial educationists in the presidency. The literature for the young boys is 
a subject in which the unofficial public are far more interested than the Director 
seems to suppose. . | 


Municipalities, 


80. The provisional grant of ten lakhs of rupees by the Supreme Govern- 
Grant of ten lakhs of ment to the Bombay Municipality for piegue expen- 
‘rupees by the Supreme Goy. diture gives a very timely relief, and in itself isa 
ernment tothe Bombay Muni- concession that augurs well. It shows that the argu- 
nt for the plague 


_ Substantial absolute relief will be given to our strait- 
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ened municipal exchequer. The extent of the relief will necessarily depend 
upon the course of the plague—upon the necessity it creates for special demands 
from elsewhere. But if the principle, that itis a matter of Imperial interest 
to keep up business activity in the great centres of trade and int ustry in the 
country, be once accepted, the claims of Bombay are sure to stand high. The 
ere has now become a general calamity to the whole country, and its 

definite duration makes it as much a matter of Imperial concern as, for 
example, famine is admitted to be. 


31, The extra expenditure incurred on account of. the outbreak of plague 


at different places has largely drained the treasuries of 
A ‘request to Government many municipalities. It therefore behoves Govern. | 
on behalf of those munici- : ‘ ° : 
ities whose finances arefar ment to give some pecuniary assistance to theminstead ~ 
eon satisfactory owing to Of asking them to increase the taxation to meet the 
plague charges incurred by deficit. - need be, the Indian@tovernment ought to 
: request the Home authorities and the people of Eng- 
a oe (88), 10th Jand to help India at such a critical elias ahd to diss 
| pate the notion entertained in some quarters that the 
British rule in India is intended to suck her blood and to prove that its object is to - 
infuse fresh blood in time of need and to make her prosperous. It is also desir- 
able that Government should advise municipalities to make some reduction in 
the expenses instead of asking them to increase the taxes. 


32. Itis very just of the Bombay Government to have acquitted the Poona 
Comments on the reso. sLumicipality of all blame in the matter of the allega- 
A sce gesagt : Gov. tions made against it by Dr. Barry. Government Reso- | 
ernment in the matter of the lution No. 5086 (General Department), dated the 12th 
allegations made against the September last, though a somewhat belated resolution 
Poona Municipality by Dr. for its main purpose, gives ample satisfaction to the 
oe. dita (7), 9th Oct Poona Municipality and those that wishit well. After 
Ee ae ae writing commonplaces about the necessity of Poona 
being maintained in good sanitary condition, Government proceed to frankly 
avow that they“‘are by no means disposed to attach blame to the munioi- 
pality for all the serious defects disclosed by those papers”; and that the diffi- 
culties in the way of realizing the western ideals of sanitation in an ancient and ° 
oriental city like Poona are appreciable. Even the best friends of the muni- 
cipality never contended that it was an ideal municipality. Perhaps nobody 
could regretits defects more than they. Defects there are, and those too very 
serious ones, in the municipality. But all abstract theories about (their 
removal, and all idle complaints and angry recriminations against the 
municipality, are absolutely irrelevant and.can serve no good purpose when 
the question is how the municipality with its enormous difficulties and 
limited resources may get over those defects and come up to the standard of a 
‘first-class western municipality so as to be worthy of the name and fame of 
Poona. When a mind leaves the business of simply abusing and comes to the 
practical question of the ways and means of doing a thing, it cannot but be sober 
and cannot but exhibit a thoughtful hesitating tone of mind such as the Bombay 
Government have apparently betrayed in drafting the resolution under considera- 
tion. Government have shown a sound judgment in rejecting Dr. Jones’ proposal 
and at the same time accepting Dr. Reade’s suggestion and directing the Public 
Works Department to carry it out. It is a matter for satisfaction that Govern- 
ment have properly appreciated the pecuniary position of the municipality and 
means not to be unreasonably urgent in its demand upon the attention of the 
municipality towards the drainage works. We hope Mr. Pottinger fully enters — 
into the reasonable spirit of the resolution and makes his schemes accordingly, 
On the whole, we have reason to suppose that the resolution, if executed in the 
spirit in which it is drafted, will be far more appreciable than His Excellency’s 
message of “ good luck.”’ Tae 


33, The elections over, the sister municipality of Poona, with its increased 

~ eomplement of official and non-official members, might 

~The newly constituted be said to have entered upon quite a new phase ofits 
Poona Municipality. existence. The revised new constitution of that body 


Oe tae. fort (13), 9th 5, in itself an evidence of the overzeal Government 


ee has displayed in striking rather hard at the much 
_Joved privilege of the Poona people to manage their own civic affairs. The - 
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‘we 
report of the first general meeting held on the Ist instant as published in the 
Mahrdtta leaves no room for doubt that Government has been able to give 
sound slap to. local self-government in Poona. In the managing and sanitary 
committees the official and non-official nominated element preponderates numeri- 
cally over the elected, and the chairmen of both are-European officials. What 
tone these two important committees will be likely to assume in their work is 
more than we can say at present. -But that apart, we cannot fail to comprehend 
the significance of the new policy inaugurated by Government with regard to 
the Poona Municipality by imposing more Government nominees on that body. 
‘We know that the municipality is at present in a far from satisfactory financial 


position, and it will, indeed, be no easy task, we believe, fo undertake and carry 
out the reforms which the. Governmen/; has charged them with in the first . 
instance. The committees and even the general body may now count upon @ 
too certain majority 9 carry the work, upon which they might set their hearts, 
through any amount Of opposition. | 


34, Poor Surat! She is again overtaken by the calamity of fire! How 
» long are the Fates to be adverse to her? And how 
Remarks in connection Jong is the poor city to suffer from the alternate 
with the recent fres at accidents of flood and fire? To us it is a wonder that 
" Kaieer-e-Hind (18), 9th it has not been altogether deserted. - Hither the popu- 
Oct., Eng. cols. lation is too parochial and loves to stick to it in spite 
of all calamities, or that there is something fascinat- 
ing in its situation which still attracts people to it. Be thatas it may, what 
we are concerned to know is whether at any time definite and determinate 
action has been taken with a view to the prevention of fires which periodically 
break out. Has the Collector ever given a thought to the matter? Has the 
municipality been seriously alive to the fact? Has the Bombay Government 
itself ever cared to take some steps to put an end to this visitation, so far as it 
is humanly possible todo? Why should Surat alone of all the cities and towns 
in the Bombay Presidency be visited by fires every second or third year? We 
think it is time that the Government made a searching enquiry into the matter 
and adopted efficacious measures to protect the population from this ever recur- 
ring calamity. 


35. To us it is a matter. of regret that even under British administration 

. no sufficiently efficient means have yet been taken 
Champton (2), 9th Oct. to rescue the town from these recurring fires, so dis- 
tressing and so destructive. It is, indeed, surprising that the Bombay Govern- 
ment could not once in a way come to ifs aid by allowing a large grant for a 
capital outlay on all the necessary equipments for extinguishing fire, The muni- 
cipality is far from rich, and it is much to be wished, for the sake of humanity 
itself, which in Surat is so often subject to the dangers of extensive conflagra- 
tions, that the Provincial authorities once for all would consider this suggestion 
of a grant-in-aid. If the reports published be correct, it seems that even the 
management of bringing the fire under way was open to great reproach. That 
the entire men of the fire brigade should have gone to the pay office to receive 
their wages, with none to respond to calls of actual fire or alarm, is a condition 
of affairs least creditable to those responsible for the protection of thé city. 
And the worst of it is that even the mains were closed! What sort of munici- 
pal management is it which could not even supply water hours after the fire 
roke out? Verily, it seems that there is more than one screw loose both in the 
department of fire and water which has aggravated the disaster after its first 
occurrence. -We think an independent investigation into the matter is necessary. 
~Sir Charles Ollivant has:known Surat very well during the early days of his 
service there as an Assistant Collector. Oan he not institufe an enquiry and’ 
arrange.a feasible scheme for the protection of Surat from: these recurring fires? 
while Lieutenant-Colonel. Hunter does not see any- 
_. thing wrong in the administration of the Nagar 
is officers, he sees nothing good in the administration’ of — 
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him in connection with the murder in which Banias are concerned, viz., that of 
the wives of N4jéwéla of Bilkha; in the Jetpur sub-division of the Sorath Prant 
‘in. Kéthiéwér, and his inaction in several cases of murder or suspicious deaths 
‘where Nagars are Goncerned, viz., those of the Réni of the Thakor of Vala, 
of Moghiba, one of tho Rénis of Sfyla, of the widow of Juvén Singji 
and Kunvari Keséba of Bhdynagar and of the wives of the heir-apparent — 
‘Médhav Singji of Chuda. If the account books of the Chief of Vala be. 

attached sufficient evidence will be found regarding the use of a sum of more 
than forty thousand rupees, but there seems to be no desire to enquire into this 
state of affairs as the Karbhari isa Nagar. Moreover, the absence of any 6én- 
quiry regarding the use made by the Nagar officers of Bhévnagar of the sum 
of six lakhs of rupees borrowed by them at the time of the installation of the 
present Thakor, and of several other sums which have been misappropriated in 
the name of European officers, has given rise to a rumour that the account- 
books which are likely to expose European officers will not be examined. This 
rumour is corroborated by the fact of no enquiry being made into the account 
books of the Engineering Departments of the R4jkot and Vénk4nerStates. It 
is also difficult to understand why the intrigues of Mr. Purshotamréi Zdla of 


Jundgad have been hushed up and why Mr. Dias has been appointed Karbhari 
of the Bajéna State. a : 


37. It is truly said that Political Agents are like kings of kings and con- 
sequently there is nothing surprising in that Lieute- 


Alleged arbitrary order of 
the Political Agent, Kathia- 
war, in connection with the 
officers recently suspended. 

Ahmedabad Times (44), 


nant-Colonel Hunter, Political Agent, Kathidwar, has 
issued an arbitrary order prohibiting Mr. Motichand 
Tulsi and the three other officers who have been suspend- 
ed along with him, from leaving the places where they 


are at present. Even if the action of the Political 
| Agent be not unlawful, it has no doubt given rise to 
great commotion. It is difficult to understand how the suspended officers will 
be able to defend themselves properly if they are not free to move about. Un- 
like the Muhammadan Emperors, who gagged the mouths of their subjects, the 
British Government is well known to be just and impartial in the dispensa- 
tion of justice. We are therefore anxious to know what steps the Bombay 
Government is going to take in this matter. : 


88. The present transfers and suspensions of Bania Karbharis in Kathid- 
-w&r are to be attributed, says the Praja Bandhu, to 
the jealousies of the Nagars, who occupy the most im- 
portant posts in the Political Agency, such as Daftar- 
dars, Shirastedars, &c., and it is necessary that the cases 
against the suspended Karbharis should be heard not 
before the Political Agent, but before some outside 
officer in order that due justice might be done. All khatpat (intrigue) in K4- 
thidwar is, in the opinion of the paper, to be traced to the Nagars, and it is nota 
_ wise policy to allow these people to be predominant in the Agency offices and it is 


9th Oct. 


Observations in connection 
with the recent transfers and 
Suspensions dof some Bania 
Karbharis in Kathidwar. 
Praja Bandhu (20), 9th Oct. 


recommended that the Bombay Government should go deep into the matter. 
39, The Kdthidwadnuo Himéyati highly praises Lieutenant-Colonel Hunter, 


Request of the editor of 
the Ka'thiawadno Himéyats to 
the Political Agent, Kathia- 
war, in connection with the 
suspension of several officers. 

Kathia'wa'dno Himdyats 
(7Y), 9th Oct. ’ 


.. 40. The same paper complains 


Administration of the 


Dhra 


war considered far from 


dikiéwadno . Himdyati 


ngadra State in Kathia- 


Mr. Prabhashankar’ Bhat,. 
Colonel Hunter, Political Agen 


- Political Agent, Kathidwar, for the steps recently 


taken by him to improve the rotten state of affairs 
prevailing so long and to put a stop to the action of 
those Karbharis who have sullied the names of some 
European officers with stories of corruption, and offers 
to supply, in the event of being called upon.to dose, 


omnes ample documentary evidence in. support of the recent 
cases of corruption and similar other cases. — : | 


ins of. vexation 


caused to the. people ‘of 
; the Dhrangadra State in the name of justice. 
such acts as detention in.custedy for months: tog 
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without any legal process agai e 
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| careful ‘enquiries into the present administration:of the State, 
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— (71), 9th Oct, 


~ has wasted large sums in giving bribes and that the treasury cannot now dis- 
‘burse even the regular salaries of the State servants. Under these circumstances 


~ ‘ 


41, The Thakor of Bajina , in the Thélévéd. division of the K dthigwhr 
Agency, has been found to be quite unfit to manage his 


Request to Government to — 


State. Itis reported that he has given some valuables 
Bajtoe Sa eerie own worth ten lakhs of rupees, to his deceased Rani 


hands. _ Kankubai and her son Joravarkhanji. The widow of 
Kathidwadno Himeyatt the latter is trying to set up an illegitimate child as 
heir-apparent. It is also alleged that the Thakor 


it is highly desirable for the Government to interfere and to take the manage- 


ment of the State into their own hands. 


42, At atime when the subjects of the Sayla State, in the Jhaélavdd 
division of the Kathidwdér Agency, find it hard to 

Similar request to Govern- obtain a decent living, it is to be regretted that 
ment with regard to the they should be oppressed in'various ways by the 
pitiuddae Himay aij 4‘Lhakor, who is now touring with a retinue of 
(71), 9th Oct.: mistresses and flatterers with a view to recover the 
pilgrim tax. There are frequent changes of Karbharis 

and other officers and the State is in debt. There is no chance of any improve- 
ment in the affairs of the Thakor unless Government take the management of 


the State into their own hands. 


43, The evil effects of the want of a central authority to control and 

: guide plague measures have perhaps been nowhere so 

Plague administration in clearlydemonstrated asin the Southern Maratha Coun- 
ner dam the Southern trv, The province known by that name is made up of 
Mahighte (Ty, 9th Oct. territories administered by the British Government 
officers and a number of Native Chiefs. But the 

anomaly is made more anomalous by the peculiar nature of the powers and 
authority vested in the interesting entity called the Political Agent, The 
Political Agent, while he ought to be a nominal deputy of the Governor with 
necessarily limited powers, is, in fact, realised to be an autocratic Sultan, and 
one may very well doubt whether that officer has ever to remember that he is 
responsible to the head of the Bombay Government. The arbitrary power of the 
Political Agent is to be seen at its highest at least in the matter of the plague 
administration. Ever since the advent of the plague, the edicts of the Political 
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visit Kolhdpur under circumstances which evoked but the-’ most uncharitable 


suppositions about. authorities who had charge of the passes. -The order 


of the Political Agent, by which the whole Kolh4pur State Railway line 


was shut up for passengers of any class, perhaps puts in the background 
all the past freaks of that masterful: officer, though astounding in themselves. 
The fallacy of allowing all goods and luggage from any place, but shutting out 
passengers only, the Kolhapur Political Agent shares with the officers in the 
British territory. But the credit of successfully shutting up the whole State 
Railway line for passenger traffic, and refusing to allow any man to enter the 
Kolhapur dominions, is all but his own. Shirol Road quarantine of the present 
day has become an unclean, unsafe place, where passengers travelling without 
notice are detained and refused admittance into the Kolh4pur dominions. Such 
an extreme measure is unparalleled even in the whole marvellous record of high- 
handed acts done in the name of the plague and under the protection of Act III 
of 1897. Colonel Wray would have, we think, suited better to be a Plague 
Officer in the Turkish or the Russian Empire. A civilized Government, 
however, cannot be without officers more reasonable and considerate than 
Colonel Wray. The strange partnership in the British territory between Gov- 
ernment and the municipalities in the matter of the plague administration and 
plague expenditure has its counterpart in the partnership of Colonel Wray as 
a representative of the Government and the Native States, who from the point 
of view of the plague expenditure have fared as badly as our municipalities. 
‘The Political Agent imposes his own terms and his own fashions in the matter 
of the plague measures, when the States have to bear all the expense. The 
difference between the two cases lies in this respect only, that while the subjects 
in the British territories and the municipalities can cry aloud and ventilate 
their feelings, the Native Chieis have to be tongue-tied on account of the 
terrorism personified in the Political Agent. | 


Intelligence extracted From the Press. 


44, It was at about 8 p.m. on Saturday the 1st of October that the notorious 
dacoit Haibati Khade, accompanied by all his men, 


Particulars of the dacoity game down upon Udapur. They first searched for the 


. hon ia aren’ K annar in patel, and having found him drove him out of the 


village. While passing by a temple they happened to 
si oh a a see a poor ss priest sitting inside ad elles his 
pothé (religious book). They rushed at him, cut off his nose and then took their 
way. Next they proceeded to the houses of some Lingayat grocers. They 
plundered three houses and cut off the noses of their owners. In one grocer’s 
house they found fourteen castemen of his, who had gone from Junnar and other 
neighbouring places to settle some dispute. ‘Two of them were well-bred gentle- 
men and were also commissioners of the Junnar Municipality and a third was 
a pleader of long standing and established repute practising in the Judicial Court 
of Junnar. All of these men attempted to run away, but only three of them 
succeeded. The rest were brought below and seated in a line ona platform in 
front of the house and there the dacoits forcibly cut off their noses: The dacoits 
left at about 9 p.m, and the disfigured persons could with great difficulty reach 
Junnar at about.2 a.m. Next day the. matter was reported and five policemen 
went to the scene of the dacoity at about 10 a.m. Ata place like Junnar there 
is neither a telegraph office nor a sufficient number of police or military men, 
and none of the fourteen persons attacked Yiving arms with them they had ‘all 
to yield to the nine assailants. ) | | 


45. It is widely reported that His Highness the Thakor of Morvi, who is 
| . suspected of having once interfered into the affairs 
Warning to the Political of the Jamnagar State, is in secret communication 

Agent, K4thiawar, inconnec- with the Bania party and sympathises with the Bania 
tion with the suspension of officials. It seems that he intends to do his:best to 
BE ON, Himayati 84V® them. We hope Lieutenant-Colonel Hunter, 


(71), 9th Oct, 
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ails. in the, matter of. giving:., 
:.which, haye: .been: taken... 
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.Government from ; their. legitimate. . 
ér, and think that if proper enquiries 
posures.are, sure: to. be made of.cor- 


the matter of giving contracts 


of “ Girases under = British - 9 
management in Kéthidwér. . De 801 e ure | 
Kathidwadno Himadyati yuyption. prev in this connection. If Lieutenant. 
71), 9th Oct. : unter, Political Atent, Kaéthiawar, assures us... 
that he will make due. en shall be glad to.supply him with all the. 
: : intrigues in farming out the Jash4npar (sic. Jasé-. 
por) village, in the Sudémda subdivision of the Jhélévad Division, We do not 
like to place them before the public just now, lest the parties concerned might. . 
take. undue advantage of the information. . 


: G. M. SA’THE, 
Reporter on the Native : Press. 
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Office of the Reporter on the Native Press, 
New Secretariat, Bombay, 18th October 1898. 
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CONFIDENTIAL} | [No. 43 or 1898, 


REPORT 

| ON | 
NATIVE PAPERS 
PUBLISHED IN THE BOMLAY PRESIDENCY 


For the Week ending 22nd October 1898, 


CONTENTS, 


: PARAGRAPHS. 
Politics and the Public Administration — 
Bubonic plague : | 
Evacuation of towns and villages: Remarks on the compulsory—  ... 27 
New plague rules : 
Alleged inconveniences arising from the examining camps at Paélghar 
and A’nand and the distinction between Europeans and Natives. 23 
Approval of the — ... ve aa ne ee 91 
Suggestion to Government to appoint such officers on plague duty 
as will enforce the — in a kind and sympathetic manner vee 22 
Plague at Bombay : : 
Alleged indifference of Government and the Plague Committee in 
the matter of the — ‘as ‘as vis ne 24 
Plague deaths among the members of the medical staff working at 
the Maratha Plague Hospital, Bombay " oe 25 
Plague Commission: Remarks on the appointment of the — 2 1—7 
Plague measures at Dharwar : 
Approval of the — and praise of Mr. Cappel, the District Collector... 28 
Remarks onthe arrangements regarding the safeguarding of the 
property of the people aaa me ian a 29 
Plague operations at Ahmednagar : Complaint against the sudden evacua- 
tion of some people at Ahmednagar ae van kes ol 
Plague operations at Belgaum: Advisability of erecting sheds in the fields 
before asking people at Belgaum to evacuate their houses ae 26 
Plague operations at Surat sas a Oe ee 
Challans: Request to Government to remove the inconveniences attaching to 
the system of — or to abolish it altogether a oe ae 32 
Dacoities : | | } 
- Remedies suggested for the prevention of ~— ... sas ae 
Government action in taking possession of the rocky lands in th 
Junnar sub-division alleged to be the cause of the recent dacoity 
in its neighbourhood ao vas ee! a 19 
Ill-treatment of Natives by Europeans: Alleged habitual —illustrated b 
some recent cases oe oe eee ove oes 17 
Indian Princes’ Victoria Health Institute : Comments on the anti-vivisectionist 
meeting protesting against the establishment of an — ose ... LI—16 
Malpractices of the Marwadis: Request to Government to put an end to the — : 
in their dealings with the rayats__... rinse ry we 
Natu brothers: Observations on the recent action of Government in granting 
the — permission to reside in any part of the Belgaum District coe OLD 
Education — 
Bombay University : re Bis 
Suggestion to abolish the University School Final Examination a 2 
The — authorities and the plague at Bombay ... si ta 33 
Municipalsttes— 
Ahmedabad: Suggestions to the — Municipality to cleanse the city and carry 
; out the disinfection of outsiders in some out-of-the-way place se 35 
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Par AGRAPRS, 
Native Siates— 


Kathidwaér : 

Alleged favouritism shown by Lieutenant-Colonel Hunter, Political 
Agent,— , to one of his subordinates, and’#’request to Government 
to make enquiries in the matter... oe -e ies 

Approval of the recent action of Lieutenant-Colonel Hunter, Political 
Agent, — ,in connection with the mismanagement prevailing in the 
province oes ve ove ove 

Comments on some recent articles in the Kdthidwadno Himayats regard- 
ing afiairsin= ad oe ses vie 


Southern Mar&tha Country: Remarks in connection with the plague opera- 
tions in the — 


Intelligence extracted from the Press— 


Public meetings: Public meeting held near the Reay Market at Poona to 


rotest against the increase in the number of nominated members of the 
ocal municipality oe mae we ca ‘i 


List of Newspapers and Periodicals, 


(For the week ending 22nd October 1898.) 


No. Names of Newspapers. Place of Publication. Edition. Oogles seed. 
ENGLISH. 
1 |The Bombay East Indian _..,.. soe .| Bombay oe woo] Weekly ... ees 400 
9 »» Champion... ‘as see dee ae ae ee ae ad 700 
3 » Dnydn Prakdsh . : -o»| Poona .. ss coh «60. scree ov 300 
4 », Indian Spectator and Voiceof India ... Bombay oes we} Do. = 500 
5, »» Kardchi Chronicle wn ‘as oo} Karachi e60 7» i ae a 500 
5 a oy om gl Times nic ae .o| Rajkot hes of Daily —§ re pe 75 
7 », Mahratta .. ui oes are »..| Poona .., ees | Weekly ,. jeu 600 
8 » Phoenix ... eee Karachi vee .| Bi-weekly an 500 
9 » Quarterly J Journal of the Poona Sérva- 
janik Sabha . si .| Poona... ce ..| Quarterly “a 300 
10 | ., Sind Times ase .| Karachi soo = oe Bi-weekly ai 200 
ANGLO-GUJARA’TI. 
11 | The Deshabhakta ue ive ‘ee »».| Baroda ies woo) Weekly eee 500 
12 » Gujarati .... on oss we eee} Bombay ear eo! ‘a 3,550 
18 », Gujardt Mitra... eee oat eee} Surat ao sa Do. - 700 
14 » Gujarat Satya Samsher ... ‘ine see] Dodo Bo ok ee 30C 
15 9 eanarranen as és ve Bombay tts ad | De 4 500 
16 »» Hindusthan — ese Do. os eh oe oo 976 
17 9 Independent mr ‘ei ‘a Do. oes a oo ia 500 
18 »» aiser-e-Hind ... i ae a: oe a on ee ‘ 2,500 
19 ,» Kathidwar News... nme ins ...| Rajkot... — owe Bi-weekly 400 
290 | , Praja Bandhu se ...| Ahmedabad .. oo! Weekly . oe 
91 » Rast Goftar Kee met .-| Bombay re | Do 1,700 
92 | , ShriSayaji Vijaya... ..| Baroda bi a Be. 2,200 
93 » suryt Prakash ... -| Surat ... a eco} _ Do. 500 
AnGLO-HINDI. 
94 |The Pandit... oe eoo| Poona... se — ees Weekly ... 1,500 
ANGLO-KA’NARESE. 
5 |The Réjahansa ves ome east Dhdewér ws] Weekly «+ 200 
ANGLO-MaRATHI. 
36 | The Din Bandhu ae oes si Bombay 08 ..| Weekly ... ; 1,00 
27 5» Dnydn Chakshu .. vee wr Poona = oe ae) aes ‘en 900 
93 »  Dnyénodaya ... a ios ---| Bombay i a es aon 600 
29 », Indu Prakash ... oe i | Do. oe ...| Bi-weekly fe 600 
30 , Kamgdr or Workman ... eae sol EO. oe -+| Weekly ... ia 1,000 
31 » Native Opinion ... so =a. Do. +» eee! Bi-weekly me 700 
32 », Prabhakar ; ee Do. ‘a eek AEE was Ree 500 
30 99 Shri Say Aji Vijay a e96 2e Baroda... se. eee Se al een 3,000 
34 9 Subodh Patrika cee eee ove oe Bombay ese Poe Weekly .. ene 500 
35 », Sudharak.,.. ii mR ss eee Poona... s Re Do. ‘ais 3,000 
36 » Vartdhar ... as vat ..-| Bombay coe Do. es 1,000 
ANGLO-PORTUGUESE. 
37 |OAnglo-Lusitano .. «. «. — +| Bombay 0 ...| Weekly ... 1,000 
3g |The Boletim Indiano..  ... «+ +} Do. HS ve ia 500 
AN@Lo-SINDI. 
3y | The Lux... ; - . | Hyderabad (Sind) ... Kortnightiy ‘at 350 
40 ) Prabhat Th eee eee ee Do. eee Weekly .. np 450 
Enos, MaRra'THI AND GusaBa'TI. 
41 |The Baroda Vatsal ...  . +» = eee Baroda eo Weekly ... oF 550 
ENGLIsH, MaRAtHt AND KANARESE. 
42 The Karnftak Patri eee eee eee eos Dharwér eee eee Weekly eee hoo 400 
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Names of’ Newspaper’, 


7 Plave o# Palication. f ‘ Edition, 


Number ef 
Copies issued, 


92 


——— am me ee Re 


EneiisH, Mara’tel, GUJARATI 


AND KONKANI. 
The Garibdncha Kaivéri (Amicus Pauperum) 


GuJARA'Tt, 


‘HINDI. 


The Ahmedabad Times é00 
iy, Ajab eee ave 
99 hbét-eeFslém. . eee eee 
iy Akhbére Sodagar see 
is) Arajaddr ... see ase 
49 A'ryé Dharm PrakAsh | eee 
eae ON > Se ee 
'» Bombay Samachar +00 
5 Broach Mitra... oe 
» Broach Samachar vee 
», Buddhi Prakésh ... sv 
| Cambay Gazette... ... 
» Chandra ... oes 
»» Chhatrapati ve see 
»» Deshi Mitré es 
» Din Mani — 
» Dny4n Sudha ... oe 
» Dny4a Vardhak ... ose 
yy peeme ous ses 
» Gap Sap ... see eve 
, Gul Afshén jes ese 
», Hitechchhu ‘a ove 
», J4m-e-Jamshed ... eee 
5» J —— ase ‘ie 
»» Kachha Saméchér 
», Kaira Khetiwddi Patra... 
» Kaira Vartaman .., oes 
» Kathidwddno Himéayati... 
5, Kaéthidwar Krishi oe 
» WKathidwar ae guseien ee 
» Kelavni ... oe pee 
»» KhojaSam&chér... ... 
» Nure Elam “0 ee 
» Nydyadarshak a 
» Praja Mitra vee oe 
» Praja Pokér .. eee 
i ee ce 
» Rajyabhakti _..., ove 
», Samsher B4hdédur an 
» Satyavakta oe pres 
» satya Vijay4 ie én 
3» stri Bodh.. ons one 
» Surat Akhbar... nies 
» Svadesh Bandhu... ... 
» Udicnya Hitechchhu Patri 
»  vaishnava... oe oe 
»» Vishvadarshan .., os 
» Vydapak ... as 


‘The Shri Venkateshvar Saméchdr 


KA’NARESE, 


‘The Chandroday& ies 


Hubli Patra rien 
Karnatak Vritt ... 
Lok& Bandhu ... 
Rasik Ranjini ...., 
Satya Vritt “es 
Subodh Chandrika 


Bee? 


.».| Cambay 
»-.| Surat ... 
...| Bombay 
veo BUTAS 00. 
«.»| Broach... 


ie hmedabad 


.... Ahmedabad 
...| Karachi 
..o| Surat ... 
...| Bombay 


O. 
.--/ Ahmedabad 
...| Bomba 

wee] NANdO 

...| Bombay 

wee} Surat . 

co Mahudha 
...| Ahmedabad 
...| Bombay 

a Kaira eee 
...| Bombay 


...| Bombay 


...| Dharwar 
Hubli ... 
ee} Dharwar 
el Do. 


-+| Fortnightly 


we} Weekly ... 
--.| Monthly ... 
wes} Dathy .:... 
ove} Ree TUE 
Weekly ... 
vise Monthly... 
| Daily «oe 


Me sae. eee 


eee Do. eee 

eee Monthly ee 
eee 0. eee 
cael eee hee 


...| Fortnightly 
eee} Monthly ... 
| Weekly ... 
ooo] ME Ve 
..e| Weekly ... 


.»-{ Monthly ... 
...| Weekly ... 


ie Tri-monthly 
...| Bi-weekly 

~»o| Monthly ... 
eee} Weekly... 
e+} Monthly ... 
...| Fortnightly 
.-.| Bi-weekly 

».-| Weekly ... 


100 Do. coe 


iu 3/ I See 
pe I 
.-| Fortnightly 
ve Se oe 


-»-| Monthly ... 
.oo| Weekly ... 
eon 
...| Monthly ... 
...| Fortnightly 
..-| Weekly ... 
sot Ee Ne 


o.| Weekly ... 


oe Weekly ... 
an. me oan 
oo are 
Mis Wigs baat de 


os eee ge 
..| Fortnightly 


neg Fortnightly | 


ooo] We 
| bo 


eee 1,500 


see 250 
és 1,200 
eee 1,400 
nee 1,200 
oni 480 
eee 1,100 
ies 3,200 
eee 100 
se 550 
ne 900 
+s 116 
ous 350 
ese 900 
saa 125 
ees 200 
een 350 
Ree 600 
roe 300 
wes 500 
oes 500 
cee 2,800 
wed 935 
as 300 
ad 830 
as 75 
ee 400 
oa 200 
a 450 
is 1,000 
sal 280 
se 250 
Me 350 
si 800 
a 1,100 
sie 550 
ss 500 
ons 80 
are 250 
an 600 
ca 200 
eee 325 
gai 600 
eee 8,000 
ies 260 
we 150 
eee 800 
ca 300; 
eee 200 
e¢e 200 
eee 150 
ne 600 
ial 740 
a? | 205 
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oep: | Mames of Newsphpeiey i i> < Place of Publteation.: » - | Edition Fel ve aoa 
Mara'tTHI—continued, | 

107 | The Chandraként,... a: ---| Chikodi iis Weekly ... ae 200: 
7) ee ee i Ce oe ae 
109 ” Chikitsak... eee eee eee es — eee se Do. see eee : 750 
110 99 Chitragupta “ee0 eee eee ee Karad .. ee ‘ Do. eer eee ie 300 | 
: 111 ” Daivadnya Mitra ‘| @e0 eve eee Bombay sé coe Monthly der pe 500 
‘112 99 Daivadnya Samachar eee ove eo Do. eee cool. Do. | ee eee 300 
113 99 r Dakshin Vritt eee ee ove ee k olhdpur. eee see Weekly wee eee 150 
114 i) Deshakdlavartamdén ee oe eee} Erandol eee deel: Do. 5 sae eee 45 
115 », Dhanada... ooo sed See ..| Vengurla .. ‘sa.| Fortnightly oe 700 
116 »  Dhdrwér Vritt ... - »» eet Dharwar ‘ wip Weekly .... i 750 
117 .» Dhureen ... me Se eee ---| Belgaum ae ce eee ua 500 
118 99 Dnyan Prakash eee ee ee eos Poona oe ee eee Do. ous eee 1,000 
119 » Dnydn “ys ove see eee -| Kolhépur _.., a ee eee 04 290 
120 » Ganga Lahari wo ae ...| Nésik . ek ea oe 200 
121 » Gurdkhi ... oe ‘as bi “i Bombay oe a ae a 1,500 
122 » Gurdkhi ... oe ‘i ae ‘wk 2 _. Se ans oe 8,000 
123 a ee ses ees oo] LANA sve. cee, vee] Weekly. ‘i 600 
124 » Jagadddarsh ‘ii oe cool AMMMOCGNAMED 50. cael. LO. ice oe 300 
125 » Jagad-hitechchhu ans vee .».| Poona ... 8 ia ok ee see 4,500 
126 99 J atsamachar eee eee eee oe Thana eee eee eee Do. eee eee 600 
127 »» Kala vi oe owe ‘js »»| Poona .., ‘is oa ee ete soe 1,208 
128 » KA&lid&s ... oe im OR | Dharwar i 2 ae a ¥ 250 
129 »» Kalpataru... on is ..| Shola4pur eon oS ia — 400 
130 » Karmanuk ‘ion ae ..| Poonas.. eee ae | ks 2,500 
131 » Keral Kokil aw ..| Bombay is ...| Monthly... és 2,000 
132 » wee - .s.| Poona,, in ; — * oie ve 8,000 
133 » Khandesh Chitragupta ... ve .«.| Dhulia ee Do, oe 125 
134 | ,, Khdndesh Vaibhav... -«  »..| Do. ss ok ae ee 370 
135 = BePO TIGRE? 4... tes <: ese BOMDRY .e-| Monthly ... " 2,000 
ine | » BOM Vr. lf ro ..| Kumta i ‘8 ee 206 
137 » Lokaseva.. Ee .. eee} NAsik an a ae ee 325 
138 », Madatnis.. ee ee ee + 200 
139 || .,,. Madhu Makshika_ ran re .».| Beloaum vn a ae - 600 
140 >» Madhu Vritt .... ve vi a kes os ot ~Des~ ~ee ‘ 125 
141 | ,, Mah4r4shtra Mitra... ove »..| Satara .. is ot oa vs 256 
142 | ,, Mahdrdshtra Vritt a - er wee ‘ sel ae sss 5¢ 
143 5, Manohar ... ‘iia ‘ne wiki por ee on ins Fortnightly a : 
144 » Mitrodaya a ee ee ee ..| Weekly .. “s 150 
145 », Moda Vritt = - on | a sos ae - 1,200 
146 » Mumbai bro al ie: ee ee se Daily _.. eee 1,300 
147 » Nagar Saméchér.. ae 9 aa Weekly .. ‘i 150 
148 » Nasik Vaibhav ... o ve ..| Nasik .. D6. “sue ies 300 
149 5» Nasik Vritt wis re via’ oa BIOs. acs I. me = 300 
150 », Nipdni Vaibhav ... coe a ...| Nipani,.. oe Do. ai 84 
151 | ,, Nydyaé Sindhu ia ca aw Ahmednagar ... Do. Me 300 
152 | 4, Panchdnan ver eee ..| Karad.. Do. sss ‘ 170 
153 » Pandhari Bhushan . 2 Pandharpur ee Oe) sas “ - 235 
154 », Pandhari Mitr& ... aes ; Do. BM. aus in 160 
155 ,, ren Samdchaé: ... 0° oe ge en ee oo | eee a0 125 
156 » Poona Vaibhav ... ‘ ie ..| Talegaon Débhéda ...| Do. ... + 975 
157 3, Prabodh Chandrika s a ..| Jalgaon a Do. we ss 40 
158 », Prabodh Ratna ... ; re sect POORER. nas “ie . 94 
159 SS. waa ro ; me ..| Isl4mpur eens a 300 
160 » Raghav Bhushan 0 ae of LOOM ... Do. ; os 200 
161 5» satya Shodhak is 6 ..| Ratndgiri a os 600 
162 » satyavakta oes eos oof Vengurla — evs Do. : ode 276 
163 » Shikshak . “és ove ..| Chikodi oe meee a is 225 
164 » Sholapur Saméchér ... o° ..| Sholapur > oe eee oe 400 
165 99 Shubh Suchak coe cee ..| Satara ... eee oe Do. ee eee 250 
166 », Sudarshan ee soe ove] Ahmednagar ... 5 a ae Le 350 
167 | ,, Sudhdkar ree see ee. te a ee a 300 
168 | ,, Sumant jan en ses . eS ae ee 200 
169 » Tukérém ee Gee ‘ Ahmednagar nae ee * a 100 
170 on ‘ie sab ac). one a sick wo} Do. ‘od 200 
171 » Vartéhar . cee ero oes eee OMDAY oe: ...| Lri-weekly ove 750 
172 ie Varténidhi ss Se ae ee ‘ve ...4 Weekly ... ve 2,000 
173 | 99 Vatandar... eee eee eee eee Bij4pur eee ee Do. 00 ee 250 
174 9? Vengurla Vritt eco eee eee eee Vengurla ee ee Do. ee oe9 110 
175 9 Vidya Vilds | eee ece eee eee Kolhapur eee eee Do. eee eee 600 
176 a Vikshipta ... eee eee eee eee Bombay eee eee Do. eee eee 1,800 
177 a“ Virashaivamata Prakash ~ .., Akalkot - AT) Mineo CMRI 7 100 
178 | ,, Vividh Dnydn Visite: vee ee] Bombay = ws] Monthly... 0 550 
179 99 Vritiasar .. ee eee eve ee Wai ° eee eee Weekly ee eee 400 
180 rT) Vritt Sindhu coe eee eee eee Kérwar... eee eee Do. eee eee eee ~ 
181 +b | Vritt Sudha eee eee eee ee Sdtara eee eee Do. eee eee 110 
182 99 Vy4péri eee eee eee ee Poona eee ee @ce Do, eee eee 500 

SINDI. | 

183. | The Khairkhah Sind ae .|Karécbi . | Weekly. «1,000 
184 | 99 Muin-ul-Isl4m 008 eee eee a Do. ec eee Do, eee eee 300 
185 ”? Sind Seaher eee eee eve eee Do. eee dd Do. eee eee 500 


me Ae 


Mames ef Newspapers. 


186 
187 
188 
189 
190 
191 
192 
193 
194 
195 
196 
197 
198 


199 
200 
201 
202 


203 


204 


The Aina-i-Hind 
Alam Aphroz Bambai ... 
Azad Punch 
Bombay P unch Bahadur... 
India Gazette 
Jahanuma... 


The Chandrika 


99 
9 
99 


The Luso-Concanim 


Justice of the Peace 


Urpv. 


Makbul-e-Aalum 
Munsif-i-D eccan eee 


Muslim Hera!d eco 
Naydar-i-Islam 


Safir... 


Sultén-ul-Ak 


hbér... 


* @e0e 


MARA'THI AND Ka’NARESE. 


Karnétak Vaibhay 
Siddheshvar 


Vichari 


- Mapa’rHI AND Unpv. 


The Gulbarga Samachdr ... 


PoRTUGUESE-KONKANI. 


Gulbarga 


Bombay 


Monthly ... 

Tri-monthly 

Weekly 
Do, 


Weekly 


Weekly 


450 


500 


Notes.—A. The notices from the different Newspapers have been collected in the Report under different heads 
which are printed in italics. | | ; 

B. The names of Newspapers are printed in the margin of the Report in italics, and the number of the News- 
paper in the above list is printed in brackets after the name, 


vernacular words followed by the Reporter is the same as that adopted in the 


©, The system of spellin 
Official Spelling List of the Bombay Presidenc 
oer d) is the last letter of a word, the accent is 


{ett 


One peculiar feature of this system is that wnen the long (a Bf 
out, and the short a(4 =u in gun) is, to prevent confusion, 


never placed at the end of a word, This rule has been strictly followed, except that when the short a appears to be 
absolutely necessary to complete the pronunciation of a word, asin Arunodaya or the well-known Mitra, it is printed 
with a mark over it to indicate that it isshort, thus—-d, | 


D. The figures 
furnished by the proprietor, are not guaranteed as accurate, and in some instances must be regarded with caution. 


giving the circulation or number of copies published of each newspaper and perivdical as 


7 
Politics and the Public Administration, 


1. The announcement is made that the Secretary of State has sanctioned 
| the appointment of a speci:! Commission “ to make 
Remarks on the appoint- investigation of .a scientiii: character in India in 


mag of the Plague Commis- ¢onnection with plague.”” It is two years now ‘since 


Subodh Patrika (34), 16th the plague first broke out in Bombay and no one can 
Oct, Eng. cols, say when it will disappear. .The Commission may be 
able to bring together information and experiences 
which at present lie scattered and thus do some good. The Commission will be 
composed of three scientists from England and two civil officers of Indian 
experience. Mr. Cumine, who lately acted as Plague Commissioner in this 
presidency, is one of them. This is a good selection. ) 


2, A large amount - public money has already been wasted in the 
enforcement of precautionary measures, such as 

Dnydnodaya (28), 20th Oct. quarantine, segregation, &c., and now a new way of 
wasting the people’s money has been found in the appointment of the Plague 
Commission, It consists of three doctors, one President who is a layman, and a 


Secretary, all of whom will land in India and work at the sole expense of the 


Indian Government. We ean well guess what valuable work these persons will 
do. In our opinion, a conclave of select medical men in India, both European 
and Native, convened by some clever and experienced physician, would have 
proved far more useful than this Commission, by way of furnishing the next 
generation with an important treatise on plague. 


3. The Gujardti approves of the Plague Commission, but regrets. that 
aoe there are no Native members appointed to it. In the 

Gujaraté (12), 16th Oot, opinion of the paper, the Honourable Dr. Bhalchandra 
should have been appointed a member of the Commission. 


4. Unfortunately we have not much faith in the appointment of Commis- 
Best: Gejtdée (31), 16h sions of inquiries. For aught we know, there are few 
— any fruit. What with the advent in India of some 
of the most eminent medical men and bacteriologists from almost every country 
in Europe, there seems to be no dearth of expert knowledge and plague litera- 
ture among us. We fail to see what addition the three members of the Com- 
‘mission will be able to make to the existing plague literature and expert know- 
ledge acquired on the spot. The appointment of such a Commission is rightly 
looked upon by the Indian press as so much loss of energy, time and money, 
which can be utilised for better purposes in connection with the plague, We 
have enough and more of plague literature collected during the last three years 
which requires to be systematised and shaped into a standard and reliable record, 


such as would help us and those who have the misfortune to be afflicted with — 


the @ourge in the future, Such work can be better done in India without the 
importation of special Commissioners, who will have to learn anew of the 
plague in India before they are able to throw any new light on the scourge. 


5. The Secretary of State for India, who sent loads of carrot-seeds to us in the 
famine time, is now sending usa Plague Commission 
Mabraits (7), 16th Oct.. when the plague ison. From the point of view of 
utility there is not much to choose between carrot-seed for a famine-stricken and 
a Plague Commission for a plague-stricken man. But both do equal credit to our 
State Secretary as a man of all red-tape and no common sense. ‘To us if seems 
that a Plague Commission for India, recruited from among medical men in 
England, will make the confusion already prevalent in India only worse 
confounded. So far as we can see, the object of the coming Commission isnot 
scientific research. It cannot also be giving law or advice to the plague officers 
actually doing work in the country. In these circumstances it is difficulty to 
see of what earthly use the Commission can be to us, and why India shouldsbe 
made to pay for the expenses of the Commission. If Indian money minstobe 
spent without any return to India herself, there are, we dare say, many functions 
far more interesting than the aimless visit of two English doctors, 
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6. Commissions from the Secretary bs State for India to tour round 
the country at the expense of the poor taxpayer are 
0 ri . — (3), 17th found to prove nothing in the ied. This time the 
Sicd tee Commission is to consist of two medical men from 
England with a Secretary, and their mission is tg try to arrive at a satisfactory 
solution of the question “ how plague originated in India”! We suppose 
this worthy trio would be far better employed at home in determining how to 
get rid of the plague in India. Weare sure the Commission will arrive at no 
definite conclusions worth having, and the cost to India will be a cool lakh of 
rupees at the lowest. “Lord George Hamilton would do well to save us from 
this new and huge practical joke at enormous expense. The army of doctors 
already imported into India are surely sufficient to spare a couple of men to be 
drafted for the work of investigating into the origin of plague. But probably 
some good friends are to be provided for, and what is more easy than forming 
them into a Commission and sending them globe-trotting in India ? 


7. The amalidines disapproves of the appointment of the Plague 

- omission, as it expects no good from it owing to al] 

Kaiser-e-Hind (18), 16th Oct. i+. members being Teropeane who are seceenlty quite 

unacquainted with India and her people. The paper thinks that since the 

various anti-plague measures proposed by medical men and other experts have 

hitherto proved inefficacious, it is pure waste of money to spend anything on 
the Commission at a time when the Indian treasury is nearly empty. 


8, After we had gone to press last week, we came to learn that the Natu 
Lan brothers had been granted permission to leave the city of 
Ec th. Government in Delgaum and reside anywhere within the limits of the 
granting the Natu brothers Belgaum District. This is good news; so far we may 
permission to residein any congratulate the unfortunate brothers on their having 
part of the Belgaum District. escaped the daily fear of being attacked with plague.. 
Pr ty “He ‘ oe agg (3), 7th ~The conduct of the Bombay Government is, however, 
ence, SO anything but dignified and manly in this matter. 
Have they or have they not got any evidence to bring home to the Natus their 
alleged guilt? If they have, they are simply unwarranted in thus tantalizing 
both the public and the Natus with their present dilatory procedure. If, on 
the contrary, as is generally believed throughout the country, they have got no 
evidence to adduce against the Natus, their present incarceration is simply 
a mistake of the gravest kind. Generally speaking, the present action of 
the Government is slowly, though surely, proving very detrimental to the 
prestige of the Government in India. People generally give credit to Govern- 
ment for honest and straightforward views of persons and things, and are 
therefore inclined to condone any action taken on the spur of the moment 
and under the influence of panic. But if the same heartless policy be pursued 
when all occasion for panic has passed and when the scales have fallen from 
the eyes of all right-thinking men, it surely gives a rude shock to the usual 
ideas entertained by people about the Government. Let the Government onee 
for all make up its mind and either bring the Natus to trial, or better still, 
acknowledge its mistake in @ right manly way and make reparation for it. 
Such a manly course will in the long run rather redound to its credit than do 
otherwise. 


9, There is speculation abroad (as to the meaning of Lord Sandhurst’s 
visit to Simla. We do not know if it has any 
significance. Is it the plague expenditure or plague 
measures that are going to be the subject of dis- 
cussion between Lord Sandhurst and Lord Elgin? Or is it the case of 
the Natu brothers? We are unwilling to believe that the visit is simply a 
pleasure trip to Simla. Itis a pity that the poor Natus are still State pri- 
-soners,; It is said that they have now been permitted to live anywhere in 
the district of Belgaum. So far so good, But if Mr, Tilak has been released, 
what have these unconvicted brothers done to deserve their present confinement 
. and anxiety? ‘Lord Sandharst must have seen by this time that the principles 
OF the plague measures, now being recommended and adopted, were the very 
ones which one of the Natus urged the plague authorities to adopt. But he 


~~ 
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was denounced as an obstructionist! His Excellency now and then talks a 
good deal about forbearance and sympathy, Might not the public ask him 
if the unjust confinement of the Natu brothers in Belgaum without a trial is 
an illustration of that forbearance and sympathy? Itis to be hoped that 
they wil! be released at least after Lord Sandhurst’s return from Simla. 
We wish to speak with all due deference to the official head of the presidency. 
But we must say that no Governor has dissatisfied the whole country as 
Lord Sandhurst has by the deportation and prolonged incarceration of the 
Natu brothers, 


10. Verily the ways of the Bombay Government are most wayward so far 
Nii Te ak Gos as they refer to the Sardars Natu. We have repeatedly 
en “observed that we cannot approve of its attitude and 
conduct towards those detenus. It is not honest to keep them on parole and yet 
do nothing to bring them toa fair trial. If Government has no charges to 
prove against them, ordinary justice demands that they should no longer be 
held in durance. All India has from time to time, especially since the Chapekar 
trial, openly challenged the Government to adduce evidence which would 
warrant the keeping of the unfortunate gentlemen in custody. But it has 
never been able todo so. ‘T'he presumption obviously is that it has no case 
against them. Surely, fifteen months are enough, and more than enough, to 
hunt up all available evidence impeaching their loyalty. But if after such a 
lapse of time it is impotent to bring forward a single tangible proof in justifica- 
tion of its conduct towards the Sardars, there can be absolutely no excuse for 
still detaining them in custody. We repeat, such a course: for a Government 
purporting to be honest and straightforward is altogether inexplicable. It is 
neither dignified nor magnanimous. It simply argues a kind of obstinacy— 
the gbstinacy which cometh of the consciousness of having committed a most 
egregious blunder. But it is far better to acknowledge at once such a blunder 
and earn a character for candour than to sit astride the fence and be exposed. 
to criticism of the nature which we and our contemporaries are constrained 
to make in reference to the subject. 


11, The Anti-Vivisection Society of, Bombay adopted at a public meeting 
‘ ' ee a held last week a memorial to the Government of 
vie ae ae rvs on India, protesting against the establishment of the 
testing against the establish- Indian Princes’ Victoria Health Institute on the lines 
ment of an Indian Princes’ of the Pasteur Institute in Paris. The meeting was 
Victoria Health Institute. by no means well attended, nor was it of a representa- 
0 yg ps (21), 16th tive character, except that it was presided over by the 
piers Honourable Mr. Justice Ranade, who was supported 
by about half-a-dozen well known Hindu gentlemen. We do not for one 
moment wish to convey to the minds of our readers that the Hindu communities 
of this city do notin any way sympathise or identify themselves with the 
sentiments expressed in the memorial, but what we mean to state is that the 
absence of zeal on their part was due wholly and solely to their apathy and 
indifference which characterise their actions in all public movements, It must 
be admitted at once that the memorial, which, we learn, was drafted by 
Mr. N. V. Gokhale, was from the point of view of anti-vivisectionists as 
able a document as it was exhaustive. Being framed by an astute lawyer | 
of great ability, the miemorial was made to present only one side of the 
shield, carefully and completely shutting out the other from the eyes of the 
public. The memorial seems to have been based more on superstition and 
-sentimentalism than on facts and figures. It has in vain endeavoured to 
prove that Pasteurism is a failure. Mr. Justice Ranade, who presided at the 
meeting, was not so emphatic in his condemnation of the Institution as the 
memorial, and his speech was, as usual, a model of moderation. The Native 
Chiefs, who have promised their support to the new Institute, cannot spend 
their money in a better cause. It looks as if this movement by the anti- 
vivisectionists was set on foot for the purpose of inducing, nay, even warning the 
Native Chiefs to stay their hands and not part with their money. Government | 
. ‘will not, of course, be persuaded to grant the prayer of the memorialists, who 
in ‘a manner urge, on the score of mere sentiment and superstition, that scientific 
_ research should be tabooed from this-country. ) : Vita RAS 
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12. We believe Lord Elgin’s regime was already sufficiently unpopular in 
this country. But his identification with a most 
Bale 0986 47); 108s VC objectionable institution like the Pasteur Institute will 
make up what little deficiency there might have been and help to set up Lord 
Elgin’s reign as a colossus of an imprudent, unsympathetic and foolish administra- 
tion. Really it is utterly unaccountable tnat while ordinary liberal education is 
just barely maintained and technical and commercial education is utterly 
neglected in India to the great detriment. of her interests, ‘a costly scheme of 
such an advanced kind as that of the proposed Pasteur Institute should be 
entertained with a view to bacteriological research. This glaring want of pro- 
portion exhibited by Government in their good offices towards their subjects, 
this sort of attention to the luxuries of medical education at the sacrifice of . 
provision for their crying needs and necessities, is, to say the least, suspicious, | 
We are really curious to know where may be the hidden source of this extreme 
kindness of His Excellency to the handful of dog-bitten people of this country 
when it is but notorious that he freely sanctioned for afew thousand rupees of 
revenue the modification of some of the most beneficent provisions of the Famine 
Code, with results to agriculturists which had better be imagined than described. 
Shrewd men suspect that the immediate benefit from the proposed Pasteur Insti- 
tute cannot be anything but the maintenance of a few richly paid European 
scientists at the cost of India to work for the benefit of the world at large rather 
than of India, It is not possible that any Native students or doctors will be 
admitted to the Institute, nor could any material portion of the money spent on 
the Institute return to the Indian pocket. We shall be content for this reason 
with borrowing the results of the proposed bacteriological and other kinds of 
research from Europe and retain the money in our own pocket if possible. 
But the principal objection to the proposed Institute comes from a totally 
different quarter. Vivisection is directly opposed to the principles of the 
Hindu religion of all castes and creeds, and, as Mr. Justice Ranade gave the 
warning at the other day’s meeting, the British Government and the Native 
rulers have to be careful lest they might offend the Brahmins and the Jains 
whose religions are very peremptory in their command not to do the least 
avoidable injury to the animal. From this point of view the charity of the 
Maharaja of Dholpur is most objectionable. If the Maharaja’s coffers cannot 
contain his money, let him open the proposed Institute in England. But it is 
extremely unwise of him to spend his money and earn unpopularity in the 
bargain by wounding the religious susceptibilities of his own countrymen. 


13. Weare emphatically of opinion that the idea of associating the 
Ohampion (2), 16th Oct. Queen’s name with the proposed Institute is utterly 
indecorous, because it is opposed to the kindly instincts 

of womanhood, and it is, indeed, to be deplored that it was at all started regardless 
of the considerations that ought to have suggested themselves to any man with 
sufficient common sense and foresight. The public meeting recently held at 
Bombay adopted an effectual method for preventing the Queen’s name ‘being 
linked with the Institute by authorizing the President to address suitable 
representations to Her Majesty and His Highness the Prince of Wales. The 
‘Indian Anti-Vivisection Society in Bombay deserves great credit for having 
: taken timely steps to bring the scientific and moral aspect of the movement 
oo to the notice of Government, and we doubt not that its energetic and hard- 
: working Honorary Secretary, Mr. Mansukhlal Ravjibhai Mehta, and its 
members will recognize that sustained effort on their part will be necessary to 

_ make the authorities realize the unwisdom of making Princes to waste 20 
- lakhs oe rupees ona project of extremely doubtful value tc this bankrupt 
* country. rE | 
14, It wasa WEEN Deo which Somaey made, a Sunday, against 

| ‘the project of the Maharaja of Dholpur and some 

oe Spectator (4), 16th other Native Princes and Chiefs, to Bath thistapeata the 
Jubilee of Her Majesty the Queen-Empress by 
_ erecting an institute in which to conduct anti-rabic inoculations and bacteriolo- 
Sical Investigations into tropical diseases, on the lines of the Pasteur Institute 
Paris. The meeting assembled..was a thoroughly representative one, and 
ce at least that constant target for unfavourable criticism, we mean the 
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school-boy element, was conspicuous by its absence. So far as argument was 
concerned, the memorial adopted and the various speeches delivered at the 
meeting, taken together, left little to be desired. The strongest argument 
against the money of the people, whether they be subjects of Native Princes 
or of the British Government, being spent to endow and work a Pasteur In- 
stitute is, indeed, supplied -by the signal failure of the method to advance in 
any material degree the science or practice of medicine, and the many proofs 
that have been gathering of late, tending to show that it produces actual mischief. 
The very. basis of the vivisection of lower animals, as a method of research in the 
science of the diseases peculiar to man, isa vicious and unscientific one, as it 
gratuitously presupposes that the effects produced on animals, living in the state 
of nature, pure and simple, as they are, will be similar to those produced on the 
artificial and highly developed man. ‘The second vitiating assumption is that the 
physiological conditions of animals in an abnormal and morbid condition will be 
made bodily applicable to man in the normal state of health. Devoid of a scientific 
basis vivisection is merely an empirical pursuit, and itis a pity that so many emi- 
nent men of talents and attainments have been seized with a kind of monomaniacal 
faith in its efficacy. No curative serum invented by the Pasteur school has yei 
stood the practical test of experience, and no preventive serum has established. 
its reputation beyond doubt. Even the anti-rabic inoculations of Pasteur have 
ill stood the tests of science or common sense. Whilst the list of good results is 
poor, there are undoubted evidences of the extreme cruelty on animals that the 
school of Pasteur is guilty of inflicting upon a large number of innocent animals. 
Even though anesthetics be employed, the pain to the vivisected animal, after 
the operation is over, is still intense. And for some experiments they do not 
employ anesthetics at all. Then, vivisection leads to a deadening of all those 
softer feelings of pity and mercy which are the proud heritage of man, and its 
tendency is to make the experimenters more and more callous and heartless. 
The fact that demands have been made for vivisectional experiments on man 
—on condemned criminals and such like—is a very significant one, and should 
not be lost sight of by those who do not desire that a love for wild experiments 
should reduce man to the level of the wild beast, to whom no life is sacred if 
it can satisfy its hunger or otherwise administer to its own comfort and pleasure. 
We cannot allow experts to be rulers of our conscience, and prolongation of 
life is not the be-all in this world. Opposed as is the vivisectional sentiment 
to the ingrained feeling of India, and extremely problematic as are the chances 
of any discoveries being made through the proposed Institute by the mediocres 
of whom, in the main, the medical profession in this country consists, the 
identification of Her Majesty’s name with it isa step than which few graver 
errors could be committed by her representatives out here. It is all well to 
talk about the claims of science and progress and set down the opponents of 
vivisection as morbid sentimentalists. If the Indians err in this matter, they err 
in very good company. Rich England has no Pasteur Institute of her own, nor 
has industrious and learned Germany. Belgium and Italy had one each, but 
they have closed them deliberately. It is a question, yet unanswered, why poor 
India should’ be made to do what so many of her betters have notdone. In this 
matter at least we can well afford to be in the rear. 


15. Weare in entire sympathy with these who think that it is unwise to 
throw away twenty lakhs of rupees on an institution 
of very doubtful value. It is to be deplored that an 
attempt should be made to transplant to this country 
scientific practices and methods opposed to the conscience of a vast majority of 

the population and to represent that Indian Chiefs and Princes, who can have no 

genuine sympathy with vivisectional experiments, are burning with a desire to 

support a Pasteur Institute simply because a few medical and military officers 

would like to have it at the expense of contributors ‘who dare not refuse or pro- 

test. For our own part we should be much pleased if the Princes commemorated 

Her Majesty’s Jubilee by princely contributions to the funds of Mr. Tata’s teach- 

ing University. Such a memorial would not only be free from every objection, 

‘but would be welcomed on alf sides. We would hail such. a movement in the 

interests of science and in those of higher and technical education, and because 
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it would be in keeping with the reputation of the Queen and her Indian subjects 
for mercy and humanity. We believe if the Chiefs were free from moral 
coercion at the hands of the Foreign Department they would prefer to manifest 
their loyalty and reverence towards the Sovereign by raising a memorial liked 
and applauded by all. We think it distinctly offefisive to all notions of deco- 
rum and true loyalty, as well as to one’s moral sense of justice and mercy, that the 
Jubilee should be commemorated by the foundation ofan institute which, if 
dumb animals could meet and give vent to their thoughts and feelings, they 
would curse and denounce with just indignation. Would such a memorial be 
creditable to the heart of the Princes themselves? The Anti-Vivisectionist 
Society is not opposed to scientific enquiry. It is a gross misrepresentation 
to say that itis. What it is opposed to is scientific investigations based 
upon vivisectional experiments. It welcomes the labours of scientists as 
enthusiastically as the advocates of vivisection, when they do not involve 
cruelty to living animals. Because snakes and wild beasts vivisect human 
beings with their poisonous fangs or murderous claws, it is most contempt- 
ible logic to urge that innocent and quiet animals should be deliberately 
subjected to prolonged torture by rational and cultured scientists. It is not 
fair to represent that Pasteur’s anti-rabic inoculations have done unmitigated 
good. There is overwhelming evidence to show that they have proved fatal in ~ 
well authenticated instances. Again, it is not true that his protective inocula- 
tions against anthrax have been accepted by competent scientists as efficacious. © 


16. Referring to the same subject, the Kesarz =e :—The money of the 
(oh Native States is never spent for the use of either 
on _— — the Chiefs or their ae On several occasions 
have the Europeans been treated with balls and other sorts of entertainments 
at the expense of these States. As for the present proposal, neither the 
Maharaja of Dholpur who has taken a prominent part in it nor His Excellency 
Lord Elgin seems to have ever thought how the Institute would be viewed 
by the people. The proposed memorial will be a deplorable contrast to the 
naturally compassionate and philanthropic nature of Her Majesty, and will 
appear to be a dark spot on her fair name rather than a token of heartfelt 
reverence for her. We have no doubt that the Maharaja of Dholpur and his 
royal friends who are contributing to this fund have been deceived into acquies- 
cence in the proposal regarding the Pasteur Institute, which will do good to 
nobody but some European doctors. — 


17. Once more have we a sickening crop of those unfortunate cases of 

| attacks on Natives by Europeans, and the escape of 
Alleged habitual ill-treat- the latter from due punishment. What is known as 
ment of Natives by Eurc- the Kumerkela case leads the way this time, The 


b : ae 
sensed = yom’ ease is only a repetition of what has occurred a hun- 
Indian Spectator (4), 16th dred times before and may occur often enough again. 
Oct. But what succeeded is new and comic, if anythin 


could be called comic in what to all right-minded 

persons must be asad tragedy—sad for more reasons than one. The Sessions 
Judge refused to accept the verdict of the jury, but instead of sending the case 
to the High Court, as the straight course of the law required, he convicted 
Ambler on a minor charge, and finished the case by himself sentencing him 
to four hours’ imprisonment in court and a fine of Rs. 10. This was almost a 
caricature of justice, and involved a grave irregularity of procedure for which 
the High Court should have a remedy in its capacity of superintendent of the 
lower courts within its jurisdiction, The next case we will refer to occurred at 
- Madras. Some students of the Christian College there took shelter from a sud- 
den downpour of rain in the verandah of the local Law School building. Two 
Europeans came down and forcibly drove them away, rain or norain, It would 
seem that they had no authority to do so, since one of them was fined Rs,.10 in 
the Polive Court. That was a good lesson, a just, punishment, we are glad to own. 
. Then, we are told of the.doings of some soldiers in Bengal, which show that the 
Barrackpore tragedy has produced but little beneficial result. At one place. a 


ed. and thrown into a well, and at another a man was thrown down 
htof 20 feet... Mere sport it was, we suppose, and happily no fatal result 
ne culprits have, however, not been found out. Comments on the never- 
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ending series of ill-treatment of Natives by Europeans like this-are not need- 
ed. Here is work enough for upholders of British prestige and the enemies of 
dissemination of sedition. Of them we might ask if: cases like Ambler’s do not 
cause ten times greater discontent amongst the masses and the classes than the 
seditious articles of still limitedly circulated Native journals. 


18, The cold-blooded atrocities committed near the comparatively large 


town of Junnar bring to prominence ‘a state of 


mt gmt ge beeen _ for affairs which calls for the prompt and earnest attention 
the prevention of dacoities. : 
Sudhérak (35), 17th Oct of Government. It behovesa paternal Government 


Eng, cols. to consider what it is that emboldens a gang of half 
a dozen or a dozen half-starved, ill-equipped, ignorant 
Bhils or Ramoshis to overcome the entire population of a village, to rob them, 


to carry away their property and in some cases their women, to commit mur- 
ders, and what is worse, to chop off, in the most insulting manner imaginable, | 


the noses of the male inhabitants by the dozen. What is it that makes the in- 
habitants of the villages so absolutely helpless that they let themselves be laid 
low only by a couple of armed men and their heads be severed? It is the 
wholesale deprivation of the most respectable and peaceful inhabitants of 
arms which has made them so very like defenceless sheep. If the unfortu- 
nate people now so brutally insulted could wear arms, the robbers would 
have thought twice before they dared appear before them. The number of 
licenses td keep arms is so jealously restricted all over the country, and the 
police protection is so inadequate, that we fear Government themselves are open 
to the charge of culpable neglect of the safety of life and property of their 
subjects. Ifa parent were found guilty of exposing a helpless child under 
similar circumstances to the cold steel of the robbers, though no law may reach 
him, he would be morally guilty of gross neglect, "We do not, of course, mean 
that Government or the parent in question desire that their subjects or his child 
should be thus maltreated, but through an unreasonable fear lest a bad use 
might be made of arms, they prefer that they should go without any such 
defence whatever and take the risk! How do Government propose to remedy 
this pitiable and most discouraging state of affairs? By granting more arms 


and even encouraging people to acquire skill in their use? By increasing . 


the strength of the police and keeping a more vigilant look-out on the criminal 
tribes? No, they do not seem to contemplate either of these courses. They 
seem to think they can restore order by prosecuting, not the villains who 
commit the outrages on the poor villagers, for they cannot be found out 

and arrested, but the inhabitants of the villages themselves, who by. adopting 
- a conciliatory tone towards the thieves saved their village from their parti- 
cular attention! Government hope possibly to cut off the supplies of the 
robbers by such means and to reduce them, if possible, to starvation. This 
might be a very desirable course in the eyes of a police officer who has 
undertaken to hunt up the thieves, but it is very impracticable and unjust 
to the.villagers. Imagine the situation of a village which has received the 
fatal chit (a written note), containing dark unmistakable hints as to 
what will happen within a couple of hours if acertain supply of provisions 
be not made. The supply, if ungrudgingly provided, on the other hand, is 
sufficient to prevent maraudering excursions upon the village for at least a few 
months, If Government show rigour and prosecute the poor villagers for 
helping the robbers, they will simply drive these unfortunate people to withhold 
information from the police and all hope of overtaking them will be gone. 
We hope Government will abandon the idea of undertaking prosecutions like 


these, be more liberal in granting permits to wear arms to respectable people, — 


and maintain a larger force of efficient and intelligent police than they do 
at present. — RET aS : 
19. One Mr. Sakharan Mahadev Dimote writes to the Gurdkhi as. follows 


about the causes of the recent dacoity at Udapur near 


Government action in ih ROS Sa eae 

| Junnar :—The greater part of the Junnar sub-division 
teking possession of the rocky 5, inhabited b rihé Mavlas, Kunbis (labourers in the 
division alleged to bethe cause fields) and other classes of peasants, who used. to 
of the ‘recent dacoity in its maintain themselves by tilling the rocky parts of those 
a a ote), 18th Oct, districts. But latterly Government having » taken 
ewe ~~ * ossession, of the forest land, these people have ‘been 
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deprived of their means of livelihood as the land has been assigned to the 
highest bidder at an auction sale. Thus it will be seen that the dispossession of 
the cultivators of their Jands has led them to this abominable pursuit of muti- 
lating and plundering their neighbours. — — 


20. Keferring to the sentence of death pronounced upon the Naiks (head- 
men) of the dacoits in the Nasik District named 
Request to Government to Chima and Bhavani and that of transportation for life 
ve anend to the malprac- on gome of their accomplices, the Gurdkhi observes :— 
ices of the Marwadis in s : aaggple | 
their dealings with the rayats. Government have acted wisely in bringing the offend- 
Gura@khi (122), 19th Oct. ers to justice. We hope, however, that they will now 
take steps to puta stop to the malpractices of the 
Marwadis. It is very disgraceful to the so-called vigilant administration of 
the British Government that its executive officers should take no notice of 
the manner in which the despicable Marwadis are amassing fortunes at the 
expense of the poor peasants. We take this occasion to once more inform 
the Government that the recent atrocities are merely the outcome of the 
remissness of their servants in not taking prompt cognizance of the grievances 
of the people. Is it just that the poor rayats should be put to death or 
transported to the Andamans simply because they turn dacoits and seek to 
avenge themselves upon their plunderers, when the indolent and pleasure-seeking 
officers of Government never restrain the beggarly Marwadis from impoverishing 
them by their excessive demands? We hope Government will in future at least 
see their way to put an end to this anomaly and prevent the recurrence of any 
more atrocities of this kind. 


21. The new plague rules are a move in the right direction. The police, 
| whom poor Natives dread so much, have henceforth 
aaa of the new plague no authority to take cognizance ~ plague cases, much 
ae 4 4: | less of simply suspicious ones. Natives may object to 
a een iy a European doctor or may refuse to take 
European medicines, as a certain impression prevails 
among the poor that European doctors and medicines do them no good. The 
compulsory examination of corpses is also done away with. Inoculated persons 
are exempted from segregation unless they are actually plague-stricken, but 
they may be required to evacuate their houses. They will also be exempted 
from detention when travelling, only their clothes, bedding, &c., being disinfect- 
ed. ‘These are concessions indeed and take the edge off the vexatious plague 
rules hitherto in force. We trust that the few rules will be appreciated and 
duly observed by all. This will relieve the plague authorities of a deal of 
anxiety and pave the way to still further concessions, if not to a total remission 
of all plague rules, new or old. May that time come soon! 


22. Itis matter for satisfaction that the Government of Bombay, seeing 
the utter uselessness of their plague measures and the 
Suggestion to Government extravagant expenditure incurred in suppressing it, 
Wl —, fr pear on has at last promulgated a new set of rules. Though 
a. sor nan vvules i, , ‘the new rules do not differ very widely from the old 
kind andsympathetic manner. ones, they evince a desire on the part of the Govern- 
Indu Prakdsh (29), 20th Oct. ment to avoid giving any unnecessary trouble in their 
ed enforcement. It is a well-known truth that the 
harshest measures, if carried out with kindness and sympathy, never press hard 
on the people. Especially is this the case with the Hindus, who feel highly 
obliged whenever kindness and sympathy are shown them. The popularity of 
~ all measures largely depends on the manner in which they are enforced. We 
therefore hope that Government will appoint such officers for this work as 
will do it in a patient and thoughtful spirit. | 


23. Ifrumour be true, it is alleged that the plague rules «are likely 

So YP SEGRE TSE OEE Ka the mistakes of the past. They have simply 
Br tg pS ga ham aeang rung new changes on the old tunes. If that be the 
camps at Pélgharand A’nand case, We may inform the Bombay Government: that 
—— re triad be- it will have to blame yeti ” pubis _ ation once 
tite hee nee: more overwhelms it, ‘and if public feeling is once 
—. « gnd dislocation of all business. This is no fancied 
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picture. It is no alarmist view, but founded.on the assumption that the new 
rules are even of a more exasperating character than the old. They say there 
are to be examining vamps at Palghar and A’nand. At both the stations all 
railway passengers, at any time, be it night or day, will be examined by means 
of a thermometer. If their temperature is beyond 9°:': they will be removed to 
the segregation camp. Now, what could bea more ; :tuous arrangement than 
this? Is not the Government aware of the exasperation caused to the Hindus | 
and Muhammadans by this very examination of the temperature by thermo- 
meter ? How many racial feelings and sentiments were aroused and how man’ 
curses were heaped on the head of the Sirkar? Are we to believe that 
after the painful and bloody experience of the past, the Bombay Government, 
under the revised rules, is contemplating a second edition of indignation among 
the populace? Are we to.understand that those were mere idle words uttered by 
Lord Sandhurst at the Legislative Council meeting at Poona the other day, 
that it is the intention of his Government to carry out plague measures with 
the consent and good will of the people? Did he quote those lines of Milton 
for nothing in which the wisdom is inculcated of trying the persuasive method ? 
May we enquire if this examination in the manner proposed is agreed to 
by the people? And is it really the method of persuasion? If the Gov- 
ernment fancies so, all we can say is that the Government is incorrigible 
and incapable of learning lessons from experience, In that case it must reap 
the whirlwind, and we take this early opportunity to warn it against the 
fatuous methods it contemplates adopting. But we do earnestly hope that our 
information may be incorrect and that nothing of the sort we have heard is 
contemplated. ‘Lastly, we, have one word more to say. In this proposed 
examination of passengers at Palghar and A’nand, we are further informed 
that Huropeans, be he even a loafer, will be exempted; but Natives, the 
highest in rank and social position, will wot be exempted. Is this arrangement, 
too, an irony on the utterances twice expressed by Lord Sandhurst at the 
Legislative Council? Are we to understand that these solemn utterances 
from the head of the State are meaningless? Are we to understand that in 
matters of public health there is still to continue the same old irritating racial 
distinction? Let us hope noi, at any rate, for the reputation of Lord Sandhurst 
himself, whose sympathies and good intentions are well known. Be these as 
they may, we must betimes sound this warning to apprise the Bombay Govern- 
ment against doing aught rash in connection with the plague rules which 
might once more set the back of the people and lead to worse disasters than 
those of last year. Ifit hasa prestige and a reputation still left, it ought. to 
see that they are not hopelessly lost and that the new piague rules do not 
become its grave. | ae 


24. While we are glad to learn from the official announcement made last 
ek i week by the Bengal Government that Calcutta is now 
Governeent and the Plague ‘ree from plague, it is a matter for regret that the 
Commitiee’in the matter of disease is now fast taking its hold for the third time 
the plague at Bombay. upon Bombay, with what lamentable consequences in 
Kaiser-e-Hind (18), 116th the future it is not difficult to forecast. When we 
eh Pane take a survey of the situation we must confess to a 
feeling of dismay at the insouciance of the Plague Committee. For we cannot 
blame the Municipal Corporation, which has at more than one monthly meeting, 
and at more than one debate on this burning subject, entirely repudiated the 


responsibility of remedial or preventive measures in the matter. The Govern- - 


ment of Bombay, in our opinion, is only a Government of pious untentions. 
When intentions come to be put into practice, we find it to be still hopelessly 
incompetent to deal with the disease in that satisfactory manner the public 


expect of it, While the moral effect of the Madanpura riots lasted it seemed to. 
have been somewhat in a statesmanlike frame of mind. It attempted to assuage 


public.feeling, then very indignant, by promising that the old Plague’ Com- 
~ ‘mnittee will be reconstructed so.as toremove all causes of complaint alleged against 
it. .Butthe reconstruction, which was accomplished a few weeks later, showed no 
mark of wisdom, iet alone practical statesmanship. The Government could not 
get over its previous errors. There was a serious mistake in making the Muni- 
cipal Commissioner Chairman.of the Plague Committee. The Corporation 
con 1050—3 
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loudly protested against this kind of dual function, as it was productive of 
friction instead of its being conducive to public weal and a better and more | 
efficient administration of the plague. But apart from this error we see that™ 
very little has since been done, A kind of stupor seems to have seized the 
Committee. Meanwhile the plague is daily making ravages in the selfsame 
old localities. Méandvi and Market are daily offering their victims, while other 
wards are not slow in showing their mortality bill from the fell disease. How 
soon the virulence may take a more violent turn cannot be said, The Cor-— 
poration’s hands are tied, The only matter in which it is left unfettered has 
reference to expenditure. Nothing could be more unsatisfactory than the 
conduct of the Government and the Plague Committee in the matter of prompt 
and effective measures for the prevention of the third outbreak. There is such 
a listlessness about it that we cannot but characterise it as culpable. The 
sooner, therefore, the Government of Bombay wakes from its condition of 
lethargy or indifference the better. 


25. Weare sorry to have to notice three deaths from plague, in disquiet- 
ingly quick succession, from amongst the medical 
Plague deaths among the staff of the Maratha Plague Hospital near Victoria 


members of the medical staff 5 af 
world a6 the Miceths fle. Gardens. The first victim, we learn, was a compounder, 


pital, Bombay. the second the hospital assistant, and the third the 


Indian Spectator (4), 16th Yesident medical officer, Dr. Chonkar. The wife of 
Oct. the hospital assistant followed her husband to the 
grave, whilst the chawl where the family resided has 
been up to date free from plague. All this points not only to the infection 
having been caught by these unfortunate persons in the hospital, but to the 
infection having taken firm hold of something with which the medical staff 
comes in constant contact. Fatalities like these have been very rare in our 
private or public plague hospitals, and it behoves the managers to enquire into 
the matter more closely. No care to keep the medical establishment—person, 
room, and the thing—above suspicion would be too much, and this care is 
specially necessary in such large establishments as the Maratha Hospital. 


26. A correspondent from Belgaum writes:—-The plague here is daily 

: increasing in virulence. The number of daily plague 
Advisability of erecting attacks has reached the dreadfully shocking number 
sheds 8 = fields before ask- of seventy; and if we remember that the population 
ing people at Belgaum to 9 ae niga “ae ° . 
ovnsibide theke hnmban. of Belgaum within its municipal limits has thinned 
Mahretta (7), 16th Oct. down to 15,000, we can see that the plague at 
Belgaum is far more virulent and severe than else- 

where. In many cases whole families have become extinct and some families 
have yielded as many as ten victims to this insatiable monster. It is con- 
templated by Government to evacuate some of the infected streets. I saw 
our new Collector going round the most infected streets with Mr. Uchagaumkar, 
the Chairman of the municipality, inducing the people of those streets to quit 
their houses and go away wherever they could, We all know well that the 
best remedy against plague is to leave the infected quarters. Therefore if 
the people cannot leave their houses, it can only be because they miserably 
lack the means wherewith to erect sheds in these rainy days. Now is it not 
the duty of our Christian Government to come to the help of the poor, erect 
sheds for them, and then force them to go out of the city? But without doing 
any such thing our Belgaum Government is asking the poor people to go out 
and dwell with rain and wind under the friendly canopy of heaven. our 


homes there was but the chance of our catching plague; in the fields outside 
there is the certainty of our dying 


with cold and fever. The Collector is 
subscriptions for housing the poor. But more 


sending round his hat to collect 
of this in my next. 


27. The Kesari also discusses the question of compulsory evacuation of towns 
ae o and villages.on account of plague, and arrives at the 
Remarks onthe compulsory conclusion that Government cannot any compel un- 
evacuation “sao poser ™“ Willing persons to leave their houses, and that if they 
Keseri-(182), 18th Oct. 40 compel evacuation, they must at ae - provide 
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28. A correspondent writes:—While I was reading some of the recent 


issues of the local as well as mofussil ee I 
O 


Approval of the plague 1 : 
apbntorel of toe. Blegne . wae gr eved to find that the press has pted an 


praise of Mr. Cappel, the i2discreet and thoughtless line of criticism against the 


Disteiot Oolietine. action of Mr. Cappel, the Collector, in connection 
Karnatak Vritt (95), 11th with the plague measures. It may be true that some 
Oct., Eng. cols. of the measures adopted by him for combating the 


plague are what might be called oppressive, but they 
are at the same time productive of immense good. It would be unjust to sup- 
pose that Mr. Cappel has no feelings of humanity. The nice arrangements he 
has made for the accommodation of plague patients speak very highly of his 
kind disposition. Ifyou go a little deeper into the matter and try to look into the 
intention with which plague measures are generally carried on by him, you 
will at once find that they are unavoidable and indispensable for the safety of 
human lives. It would be foolish to suppose that the Collector feels plea- 
sure in trying to annoy people. He feels for the troubles you are merged 
into and we often see him trying to help us up with all possible means 
in his power. Unlike other European officers Mr. Cappel has a genuine 
respect for our religion and religious susceptibilities. This is my personal 
Opinion of our Collector. Newspaper writings seem, however, to ‘attribute 
indifference and indiscretion to his actions. Here I must say the press is - 
really mistaken. - . 


29. The Satya Vritt reports that the District Collector, Dharwar, has 
arranged with the managers of the Bank of Bombay 

Remarks on the arrange- for the safeguarding of the property of the people 
po nip eH ey = . ag that may be sent to the segregation camp, but it 
a prom, Bape Didewis doubts whether the arrangements so effected would 
Satya Vritt (98), 16th Oct. prove beneficial, and suggests that the boxes containing 
the property should be kept at Dharwar under a guard, 


as people are unwilling to have them sent to Bombay. 


30. The order regarding the examination of dead bodies which was passed 

| : when there was plague at Surat is still in force, though 

Ps operations at Surat. there is no plague there now. It causes a great delay — 
wareét Mitra (13), 16th . ‘ 

Oct. in the disposal of the dead and consequently much 

inconvenience to the relations-of the deceased, and it is 

hoped that arrangements will be made to supply people with the necessary 


permits at any time. 


31. The Jagadddarsha complains about the sudden evacuation of about 
| fifty houses in one part of Ahmednagar on the occur- 
Complaint against the sud- rence of some plague cases there, without having 
ee ofsome people previously arranged for the lodging of the people | 
” loaeee (124), 16th rendered houseless, and says :—It is really very unjust 
Oct. : that people should be turned out of their houses when 
3 the fields are covered with growing crops and when the 
rains have not totally disappeared. The sight of young children, old relations | 
and sickly women who were driven out of their houses was such as would affect 
every observer. Though we agree with the Government in the necessity for 
removing the inhabitants from the affected parts of a city, we would suggest 
that they should consult the leading people of the place and see that they are 
conveniently lodged and supplied with food, drink and clothing before asking 
them to leave their homes. | | 
82. The rule requiring persons arriving at Keamari to obtain a challan 
= re the Huzur orOity Deputy Collector or Lieutenant 
Request to Goverament to Law before depositing Rs. 100 in the bank is (attended 
remove the inconveniences with certain inconveniences to which we have been 
re oe he » a kore e asked to draw the attention of the authorities. It is 
altogether, - hard on a man to be compelled to ee 
Phaniz (8), 15th Oct. heels in the Huzur Deputy Collector’s office for some 


happens to be a stranger, with no friends in Enrdoti, bis difioultich are sure to 
‘be multiplied a lundred-fold. So either these challans should be made easily 
accessible to all or be altogether done away with. 
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Education. 


38. University examinations are drawing nearer and nearer, and many an 
anxious parent is keenly watching the daily papers to 

The University authori- gee if the University auttforities would move in the 
ties and the plague at Bom- matter ofjholding their examinations in places free from 


bay. | ] Th ] . dil . * * 
Dnydn Prakash (3), 17th Plague. e plague is steadily increasing in Bombay 
Oct., Eng. cols. and naturally parents are anxiously thinking over the 


desirability of not sending their young hopefuls to 
Bombay. We for our part do not expect any change of centres from the Uni- 
versity, for here in India Padshahism (despotism) flourishes in University 
matters as well. Indeed, in India the University is not for the students, but the 
students are for their alma mater, and the name alma mater is a veritable 
misnomer in connection with our Indian Universities, that crush out the very 
life from many a promising young boy while going through the wonderful 
machinery of examinations. In these circumstances, it is quite hopeless to 
expect of the Padshahs at the helm of affairs to move in the direction of lessen- 
ing the anxieties of parents. We hope the parents and heads of schools and 
colleges will energetically move to bring about the desired result before it is 
toolate. [Several other papers of the week express similar sentiments. | 


34, A correspondent writes:—The question of questionsis ‘Is this 
University School Final Examination worth having ?’ 

Suggestion to abolish the I think it is not worth preserving for the following 
University School Final yeasons :—(1) It is not realising the object for which 


“— dhévak (3 5), 17th Oct., it came into existence—I mean, this examination 
Eng. cols. is not bringing forth a class of active, intelligent, 


| hard-working youths, assisting the Government. in its 
administrative work. Generally, students of a very inferior type prefer this 
course. (2) The 2nd Grade Public Service Examination is partly serving 
| the purpose. (8) The large number of passes is very much in excess of 
| what the public service demands. (4) Disastrous failures in the Pleaders’ 
Examinations are mainly due to the presence of University School Final 
passes among the candidates. (5) The splitting up of the old Matricula- 
tion Examination into the present Entrance and University School Final 
Examinations has practically given no relief to the present Entrance Exam- 
ination, For these and many other reasons, if the University abolishes the © 
University School Final Examination with the necessary sanction of the Gov- _ 4 
ernment, it will, I think, put a stop to the unnecessary disturbance that obtains 
at present in the school discipline, and also will ensure a healthier grasp of 
general principles taught in the Matriculation course. | 


Municipalities. 


35. We are not at all surprised at the masterly inactivity of the Ahmed- 
| abad Municipality in matters sanitary. Times out of 
Pe, person . the Ahmed- number have we made complaints in connection with 
= pality to cleanse ‘ te 

the city and carry oat the thegross negligence of the municipality. Ata season 
disinfection of outsiders in when pulmonary diseases are so widely prevalent, the 
some ag ter ty, | ag? existence of volumes of dust in the city cannot be too 
ne a Bandi (20), 16th uch condemned. If the civic worthies have never 

bal seen what these storms of dust are and what their ill 
effect is, we shall ask them to take around in the city. But passing from 
this. masterly inactivity we come to a positively dangerous act which the 
municipality .is just doing. Our.civic worthies, knowing that plague is rife in 
Sidhpur and the northern districts, have arranged to disinfect passengers coming - 
from that direction. So far so good. But where have they kept the disinfec- 
ae tion camp? Not in an out-of-the-way place where one hardly goes, but 
Behr right:in the middle of populated parts by which thousands of people have 
——- to pass every day. Is it with a view of spreading the fell disease in the city ? 
We should have:thought disinfection was meant for the prevention of the disease 
ee coming in. »Butthe plan, adopted by the municipality shows quite the reverse. 

We would -advise:the municipality to have the disinfection of clothes andother 


ef: 


: 
? 


(0 2 eee 
Gi eas 
Qype. ~ 


19 


operations carried out in some out-of-the-way place and place them in the 
charge of a proper medical man who understands his business. If the disease 
at all aes access here, we shall blame the municipality and they will have to 
answer for it. 


N. ative States. 


36. The articles, communications, &c., that are appearing for some time 
Comments on some recent pest in the Kathid wadno Himdy att published at 
articles in the Kathidwadno ‘Shmedabad are being much discussed here, as they 
Himeyati regarding affairs deal rather too freely with men and things connected 
in Kéthidwar. with Kéathidwar ; and it is frequently asked if these 
oa. (19), 15th effusions ever attract the attention of those for whom 
mips tire reas they are meant, and whether the Reporter on the 
Native Press in the Bombay Presidency brings such effusions to the notice of 
Government, and if so whether Government direct to them the attention of 
those concerned, or whether the Reporter ignores them altogether and looks 
upon them contemptuously, suffering the paper to run along in its wild career 
and say anything against anybody without being brought to book. But 
then it must be remembered that it makes serious direct charges against 
persons whose honour demands that they should not be so lightly treated and 
that they must have reparation. The last issueis dated the 10th of October, 
and.in this several Chiefs, their officers, &c., are as usual very freely handled. 


37. There is, no doubt, some truth in the frequent complaints made against 
a ae the Karbharis of the Native States of Kdthidwér and. 
oe € other provinces, that while they fill their pockets to 

f L -Colonel : : xe 
Haskin Po ot anak Kie the brim, the States are reduced to a condition of 
thidwdr, in connection with indebtedness. We do not care to what communities 
the ee prevail- such Karbharis belong. All that we wish is that 
bie ire ea rg™™ they should be exposed. In our opinion Lieute- 

estaba eis ae nant-Colonel Hunter, Political Agent, Kathidwar, 
deserves great praise for the bold stand he has taken in connection with 
‘the recent mismanagement in his Agency. 


38. The Kdthidwdadno Himdyati complains of the favour shown by Lieute- 
nant-Colonel Hunter, Political Agent, Kathidwar, to 

‘ Aven iovoanities hows his Daftardar, Mr. Vithalrai Himatram, who, it says, 
y iuentenant-Volone’ mune while occupying the post of Deputy Assistant, Jalvai 
aa os form Division, was adjudged insane by the Judicial Assist- 
nates and a request to Goy- ant to the Political Agent. The paper further says 


ernment to make enquiries that Lieutenant-Colonel Hunter is trying to mislead 


“ > air en, 4. the Bombay Government in order to save Mr. Vithalrai 
(71), tak ei mmay2t! trom the effects of the above order in inducing them 


to entrust the jurisdiction of Kubhdérpura to His 
Highness, the Thakor of Wadhwan, and requests Government to take severe 
notice of this conduct of Lieutenant-Colonel Hunter. 


39. Referring to the plague operations in the Southern Maratha Country, 
a correspondent writes to the Native Opinion as 
Remarks in connection follows:—We, the loyal subjects residing in the 
with the plagae operations in British districts, have to submit meekly to the legalized 
4 Southern Maréthe Coup- oppression veiled under the garb of plague preven- 
"Native Opinion (31), 16th tive measures and promulgated under the provisions 
Oct. > of the Epidemic Diseases Act. But weare notawareof — 
any Act, treaty or engagement empowering the Political 
Agent or his Assistant to issue orders to the States in his Agency. The para- 
mount power has on various occasions stipulated not to interfere in the internal 
affairs of the States, It has simply to see that the people are getting justice 
and are not discontented with their Native rulers. Thus the function of the 
Political Agent, as being its representative, is not one of action, but of silent ob- 
servation. It appears from the attitude of the Chief of Sangli that he is not 
inclined to adopt in his State any stringent measures with regard to plague, the 
uselessness of which has now become patent to every one. When thoy are 
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atrictly ‘enforced, people die in greater numbers owing to starvation and other 

inconveniences than when they are neglected. What, then, does the Political 

Agent mean by issuing peremptory orders:under the name of advice, asking the 

Chiefs to adopt particular arrangements? ‘The present Political Agent, who 

seems to be strongly imbued with the efficacy of-quarantine, segregation, evacua- 

tion and inoculation in suppressing the plague, has not, it appears, observed the 
effects of these measures at other places. It being quite impossible for officers 

like the Political Agent to be personally acquainted with the inconveniences 

resulting from the adoption of such measures, they have no hesitation in issuing 

orders for their enforcement, How cana European travelling unobstructedly in 

a first class carriage have an idea of the difficulties which traders and other persons’ 
engaged in business have to suffer? Is it possible for an official who, on veing 

a little indisposed is immediately taken to a commodious hospital, to be attended. 
upon by half a dozen doctors, to understand how much terrified a patient usually 

is at being separated from his relations, how dangerous it is to lie upon a 

cot which was the death-bed of another only a little while ago, and how 
unwholesome it is to live under tin roofs? It is easy to ask people to 
evacuate without having the faintest notion of the inconveniences evacuation 

causes. Even a stone-hearted person will be moved at the sight, of the miseries 
which the people of Haripur and Miraj are at present suffering. How good 

will it be if our Political Agent, instead of fulminating his bulls from the hill- 

tops, will once for all come down and visit the affected places? When we con- 

sider how many times the Political Agent has been actually at the plague-affect- 
ed spots, we can well make out why such orders are issued. It is improper to 

enforce people to get themselves inoculated. We ask the Political Agent to in- 
oculate himself in the presence of the Chiefs and their prominent officers with a 
view to dispel all ground of fear about inoculation. : 


Intelligence extracted from the Press. 


40. Better late than never. We are glad the people of Poona have at 
: last discharged their duty to themselves and to the 
PE boson hoa reechioged Government by mustering strong to protest against 
protest seaindt the increase he mutilation of their long cherished municipal con- 
in the number of nominated stitution which is now an accomplished fact. A large 
members of the local muni- open air meeting was held near the Reay Market 
cipality. -,, under the presidency of Dr. G. K. Garde. About a 
ny@n Prukdsh (3), 17th th d | balinal h 1] 
Ook, Mag. cals. ousand people were present, including such well- 
: known names as Messrs. V. R. Patwardhan, N. C. 
Kelkar, B. R. Vaidya, V. V. Lele, Professor Jinsiwale, Messrs. Khasgiwale, 
Bhor, Gowandi, and lastly Mr. B. G. Tilak. The meeting was convened under 
the auspices of the Poona Sarvajanik Sabha, which, we are afraid, was a mis- 
take under the present circumstances. We feel the meeting would have been 
far more representative if no such doubtful handle were given to it. As it was, 
however, it was representative enough and the proceedings were far more enthu- 
siastic than we had expected. A memorial on the subject of the now accom. 
plished mutilation was unanimously adopted at the meeting at the suggestion 
of Mr. N. C. Kelkar. Mr. V. V. Lele, pleader, also explained the objects of the 
meeting in his usual clear and lucid style, and carried conviction to the mind 
of his audience. Mr. Bhat, Barrister, then moved a proposition to the effect 
that the plague expenditure should not be levied from the municipal exchequer, — 
but should be defrayed out of Government funds. This having been carried, a 
third resolution was passed to the effect that the two foregoing resolutions 
should be sent with comments to the President of the Poona City Munici- 
pality. | 
G, M. SATHE, 


| pa iak, Reporter on the Native Press. 
Office of the Reporter on the Native Press, 
New Secretariat, Bombay, 25th October 1898. 
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Inst of Newspapers and Periodicals. 


(For the week ending 29th October 1898.) 


No. Names of Newspapers. Piace of Publication, | dition. chonkes tovaed 
| | 
ENGLISH. 
1 |The Bombay East Indian... .. _ ...! Bombay as gu WOT cls ed 400 
2 99 GRAMpPION..,. se cs ccs sof DO. oo. eee 700 
3 » Dnydn Prakash . a0 a ee a ee a 300 
4 », Lndian Spectator and Voice of India... a ee 500 
5 », Karachi Chronicle a ee oss — oe x eae 500 
6 » K&thidwar Times ass sei ..| Rajkot eee a. | gue ee 79 
rere Bf) ae ee 
s » Phoenix ... Karachi ove se Bi-weekly oes 500 
9 » Quarterly J ournal of the Poona Sirva- 
janik Sabha ... —... ses ...| Poona... vee .--| Quarterly OP 300 
10 », Sind Times ‘vs ave ree ...| Karachi soe eee] Bi-weekly 200 
ANGLO-GUJARA’TI. 
ee ee ee eee eee te oe ee a we 500 
12 a SIME Ses i kis ‘es -»-| Bombay iss we BM ee 3,550 
13} », Gujardt Mitre...  ... «4. soe Surat ... a im ah eG 700 
14 ) ,, Gujarét Satya Samsher ... es wo} Dow vee oes a ‘ee 306 
15 » «indi Punch... a — be BomBay eee aa” mee eae cd 500 
16 » Hindusthan iis eee coe | Do. se «| Do. ° 976 
17 »» Independent ye ews sea op as a a See ci 500 
4. a ee us cas rs ik me es 2,900 
19 » Kathidwadr News... eee cco” noe] RARKOt..: eos = ew | Bi-weekly vee 400 


20 », Praja Bandhu ... ‘ne - ...| Ahmedabad. ... oo, Weekly ... , 
21 » Rast Goftar in ‘ oe ..-| Bombay avs * oer ss 1,700 
29 », Shri Sayaji Vijaya — is ...| Baroda sas oe 
23 » suryd Prakash ... yes sae .-] Surat ... 


AnGLO-HINDI. 


94 The Pandit ees eee eee eee cee Poona eee coe eer Weekly ae Sa 1,500 


ANGLO-K*’NARESE. 


5 |The Rajahansa-__t.. ies oe .--| Dharwar ba wee) Weekly ... : 200 
| ANGLo-MaRATHl. | 
| 
¥6 | Lhe Din Bandhu wis ine ne »--| Bombay oe ».| Weekly ... i 1,0L0 
eo Se ne es es ee ce oe ae ee 900 
23 Se eee -+-| Bombay ies a oe ee 600 
29 » Indu Prakdéash ... oF «of Do. ane aa Bi-weekly ee 600 
30 » Kaémgdr or Workman ... des onl Bee soy seve] Weekly, me ¢ 1,000 
ee Ne eee ee ee Bi-weekly pee 700 
32 | ,, Prabhakar ao ae ee a an 500 
38 » Shri Say4ji Vijaya ooo = ove see] Baroda... cc. | Bi-weekly coe 3,000 
34 », Subodh Patrika ... oes sae -»-| Bombay vee | Weekly ... oe _ 600 


35 99 Sudharak see iain eee eee eee Poona... eee eee Do. ece eee 3,000 
36 »  Vartdhar ... ee a oo ..-| Bombay a oe ae eae ee 1,000 


ANGLO-PORTUGUESE. 
37 |O Anglo-Lusitano __... aia igs -++| Bombay ie ..| Weekly ... a 1,000 
88 |The Boletim Indiano ... Pe eee ee ee gee 500 
ANGLO-SINDI. 
sy | The Lux... aN . as a .. | Hyderabad (Sind) ...| Fortnightly eal 350 
40 » Prabhat ... . os oe ne oe Do. ..| Weekly .., 7 459 
Enouisu, Mana'THI AND GUJaRa'TI. 
41 |The Baroda Vataal ... ks re .».| Baroda en ...| Weekly ,., me 540 
ENGLISH, MaritHI AND KANARESE. | | | 


42 | The Karnatak ee ees © TT eon »»-| Weekly ... 
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ee 400 


No. | Names of Newspapers. | Place of Pulication. | Edition, Gules uaeae, 
ml | B 
EreisH, Mara’THI, GUJARA’TI 
AND KONKANI. pe 
43 -| The Garibdéncha Kaivari (Amicus on Bombay oo =. oss] Rottnightly . ... 1,500 
GUJARATI. 
44 |The a Times és . «| Ahmedabad ...  «.) Weekly ... 200 
45 4 a a 3 ies | Surat ... ove ..| Monthly ... ses 9200 
46 » A ahie-e-iaitn eos eee ‘ ...| Bombay ve ...| Daily see 1,400 
47 , Akhb4re Soddgar i a a. ae iv eh ee es ea 1,200 
48 jp es ee ss a ...| Baroda... ove .| Weekly ... “ae 500 
49 », A’ry&i Dharm Prak4sh ... re ...| Bombay rr .| Monthly... vee 450 
50 99 Bhim Sen ree ana és ee ee Do. eee cee Daily eee 208 1,100 
5] » Bombay Samachar sa ike ak. — iol eS Cee ve 3.200 
52 » Broach Mitra _... aes ...| Broach as ...| Weekly ... see 100 
53 » Broach Samachar ai ‘ake ves Os an oo | er i 550 
54 », Buddhi PrakAsh ... A ...| Ahmedabad ... Monthly ... on 900 
55 » Cambay Gazette...  ... 9 «+ ewe Cambay a) ES a 110 
mt; , Chandra ... ore iF soef DUPED os: ia oa ee we 350 
. 57 »» Chhatrapati re ni oad ...| bombay sat | Weekly ... he oes 
58 », Deshi Mitr an e .. | surat ... nee oe ae) aoe 900 
59 » Din Mani ‘ea iia ves ...| Broach... owe uf an — 125 
60 » Dnyan Sudha ee Se ie ..| \hmedabad ... oes Monthly ve eee 200 
$) »  Dnydn Vardhak ... ia 2 ...| Bombay we a Be eae pa 350 
9 wee A me es ‘i on aa ies pa TS eas io €00 
-— i. Gee... ws a Sa ee ee oes ...| Fortnightly —... 300 
64 ,, Gul Afshén i ib is ot ee wis eee} Monthily ... ea 500 
65 », Hitechchhu a as os .../ Ahmedabad ... viet OD ins ek 500 
66 » ‘4m-e-Jamsied ... bis a ...| Bombay +e | ee Se vee >, 500 
67 >» vangali... ee a ...| Godhra ie | Weekly ... bit 925 
68 », Kachha Samachar se ai ...| Bombay eee ‘in, | ee ‘ss 300 
69 »» Kaira Khetiwddi Patra .., ...| Nadiad vee ..-| Monthly ... sii 330 
70 » Kaira Vartaman ... oe ve ..| Kaira es ...| Weekly ... ies 75 
71 | 4 éthidwidno Himdyati... =... ...| ARmedabad ... ..... Do ©... ws 400 
72 » Kadthidwar Krishi 0 sa sui Do. ove ...| Tri-monthly od 200 
73 » Kathidwdr Times... sei i ...| Rajkot . ...| Bi-weekly aa 450 
74 » Kelavni ... ous “ .... Baroda ‘ .-.| Monthly ... ‘a 1,000 
75 »» Whoja Sam&char .. sini an Bombay coe] WOCKIY 5. poe 
1 » Nure Elam as Bes co ual oe eee .--| Monthly ... si 280 
77 » Nydyadarshak .«.. 9 ee ...| Abmedabad ... ...| Fortnightly a 250 
78 » Praja Mitra ive sis ‘a Karachi ...| Bi-weekly ; 300 
79 5» Praja Pokar im se oo Surat . ooo] Weekly - ... saa 800 
80 » Lunch Dand ae sis oni Bombay ae ‘a mee ee * ee 
81 9» sajyabhakt’ .... are mae a. cae i er nies 1,100 
82 5» Samsher Bahédur ve Be ...| Ahmedabad... ee ae Pe "300 
83 » satyavakta ove se nh ...| Bombay os ---| Fortnightly. ove 030 
84 » Satya Vijays —... - vad ...| Nandod os 2. ee a es 
85 5» Stri Bodh.. ve ie ...| Bombay ” - | Monthly ... . 500 
86 » surat Akhbar a oe me oo] murat. ... ee ...| Weekly dae 810 
87 » Svadesh Bandhu... ... oS wae oe MM rong ae 250 
88 | ,, Udichya Hitechchhu Patvs ...  ..., Ahmedabad ... ...| Monthly... —..., 600 
89 ~ TON ia oa as ae sao eonl Rowtniahtly...,. 200 
90 29 Vishvadarskan eee eee eve eee Kaira eee ° ee Weekly eee eee 325 
91 ee a eee = ae cm 600 
HINDI. « 
92 | The Shri Venkateshvar Samachar ... ...| Bombay eee o.| Weekly ... as 8,000 
KA’NARESE, 
93 |The Chandroday&S ...  ... ove ~— oo | Ddrwar moe wee 6 a 20 
04 ee I gg oe 150 
95 » Karndtak Vritt ... aii sil oof Doérwar - ... a Gop aoe 800 
+e ccs eal a a ae 300 
97 », Jrtasik Ranjini ... on soc was) GOES Te ee ee 200 
98 | ,, Satya Vritt ene rege ee a ees 200 
99 5, Subodh Chandrika of ia ,..| Hubli... o- | Fortnightly ,,. 150 
MaRArtHr, 
100 | The A’rim _... ea oe wa ...| Bombay eee eee ie td a 600 
101 » Arunodayd Ane ae a ..| shana... a ...| Weekly .. ee 740 
ET oe a 980 OS eae eee a Ga oe 205 
EE OE ee ll ee ee eee 290 
104 | , BelgaumSaméchér  ... ...  ...| Belgaum acme = age, 315 
eee | ee ee nef scipesenicientaaieonentialiipesndagii ; 1,250 
106 9 Chandanshu eee eee ae eee! Tasgaon eee eee Do eve ie "100 
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Mara'tHi—continued. | | 
107 | The Chandraként _... nm ...| Chikodi ose ...| Weekly ... es 200 
108 » Chandrodaya ...  «.. a ...| Chiplun ee a vis 250 
109 » Chikitsak... ~~ “on ee 26. Og ne ot ae ee cee 750 
110 ” Chitragupta ose ac ues. eal ee x ~~ wee oe 200 
lll », Daivadnya Mitra rhe cae ive Bombay osc). ue] SOMO a 500 
112 » Daivadnya Samdchér ... ... id. Je ers oe Meare eee 300 
113 5» Dakshin Vritt ... are we | Kolhapur... eee) Weekly ... ae 150 
1h » Deshakdlavartamén ... Gs -»-| Erandol a a ag | «45 
115 5, Dhanada... og ee os ...| Vengurla Je oe ware ig 700 
SAG | gy BMEWEE VETOC cu, teu: cee 60s MAE nce onal WMORID 0 ve 750 
117 .» Dhureen ... so .- = ee | Belgaum ioe wa: ae one 500 
118 » Dnydn Prakésh .. ase ee vie oe Poona ee ic i oer a aa 1,C00 
119 » Dnydn Sa oe oe ad pee a te aa 290 
120 » Ganga Cekari ces a vee ...| Nésik . ne 7. ee a 200 
121 » Wwarékn ... ia eas $6 Bombay hee ne ae ae s 1,500 
ee a ee ee ae) ee a 
123 a ae, i eae <r eee ee 600 
124 » vagadddarsh ... ss nes ...| Ahmednagar ... PS is. aes oe 300 
125 » Jagad-hitechchhu “a Oe ee a ee ae 4,500 
126 » Jagatsamdchar ... ius Rees ...| Thana, ... ie a ae Se an 600 
127 ea Kalx ves ake ove oe .».{ Poona ... mae wa, aa ae oe 1,208 
128 ee a ee eee a ae ae Se 250 
129 » Kalpataru... aes sis se ...| Sholapur eee a a oe sii 400 
130 » Karmanuk ose om bx we] POONA. coe ot an vel 2,500 
131 5» Keral JCokil “eh ive ‘es ...| Bombay cae am Monthly... val 2,000 
132 »» wesari,., or me ...| Weekly ... ws 8,000 
133 | ,, Kh&ndesh Chitragupte ... soe ote] NO wwe Be om Oa 
134 | ,, Khdndesh Vaibhav... +» 1, Do. ae ee. 370 
135 » hara Prakér ... ese zs ...| Bombay is .»-| Monthly ... | 2,000 
136 ,, Kumtha Vritt ... ine ee ...| Kumta a ...| Weekly ... ‘dial 206 
137 » wokaseva.. ase ‘isis se oo} Nasik . vie a: oe oes res} 325 
138 ,, Madatnis.. ss ves “es Ratnigiri — “we ee te a 200 
139 ,, Madhu Makshika ss eee} Belgaum ne “ee ee 660 
140 » manana Vert... ve is mes) ae oe sil es | 120 
“i | | See MCs lls (i ka i | 256 
142 | ,, Mahédrdshtra Vritt i = ee eee woe | 5C 
143 5» Manohar ... sibs eae ve .os| Sompur mye val © ortnightly | : 
144 | ,, Mitrodaya in ao ae eee Oe ae | 150 


Cee . eee, BO eee 
» Mumbai Vaibhav on ek el ee ia a ee ee 1,300 


147 » Nagar Samachér.. nis oe ...| Ahmednagar ... ...| Weekly ... at 150 
148 i Nasik Vaibhav ... i ae ...| Nasik ... mF Se fee vee! 300 . 
149 », Nasik Vritt in mae iia wel ee aes sia ak ae a, 300 
150 9 Derpend Vahey... sce ace svat Bp... “ae ee ca 84 
151 » Nydya Sindhu ... “a in ini Ahmednagar .. | Vo. sae 300 
152 » Fanchdanan a me ‘us ...| Karad.. ee eee | 170 
153 » Pandhari Bhushan a ret Ea Pandharpur ron oS ee eee see! 235 
1o4 », Pandhari Mitra ... ne ‘ie ae: Do. Ae ee, Ee a 160 
155 », ©en Samdchai ... iM. ae wa mo oe ae sn 120 
156 » Poona Vaibhav ... oa ed ...| Lalegaon Débhida ...| Do. ... 975 
157 5, Prabodh Chandrika _... ws ...| Jalgaon vies a a ‘al 40 
158 5» Prabodh Ratna me aa ue west MAME ins ste a ee 94 
159 | ,, Pratod ... me “ae keene oe eee 300 
160 » Raghav Bhushan a aes wel MOOID se noe CM. as ae 200 
—. . eee”. Cee le ee 600 
162 5 satyavakta ns ial sn | Vengurla — «x ee ee nik 275 
163 » hikshak ... see a ote .».| Chikodi wae se ae at 225 
164 » Sholapur Samachér.... ...| Shol4pur ae i oe | eee cae 400 
165 99 Shubh Suchak eee | eee eee eae Satara sae cee sas Do. eee eee 250 
166 », Sudarshan ar er ee eee ae - 300 
167 , sudhakar ia ne Feet Ee con eS Ee: eee ae 300 
168 nnn Ge a a ee, a a ees 200 
169 » Lukéraém ... pte a ...| Ahmednagar ... oe fe ee ae 100 
170 », Vartddarsha ‘ae ia Re .»| Malvan me cl a ca 200 
171 » VOreener ... roe ney ao ...| Bombay os ..| Lri- weekly me 76 
172 » Vartanidhi ian eal wie ss OOM ccs an ..., Weekly .. eed 2,000 
173 »  Vatandar... ee oe ae ...| Bij4pur ss eS "aaa ee 250 
174 » Vengurla Vritt ... ‘se ae ..| Vengurla _... cg. ee a eee 110 
175 » Vidya Vilds a ee ...| Kolhdpur —... ca ae 08 eee 600 
176 | 9 Vikshipta .. eoe eee eee eee Bombay eee ye Do. eee ccc 1,800 
Led gy: Virashaivamata Prakdsh rr ..., Akalkot + cir Wes <r 100 
178 » Vividh Dny4n Vistér ... ... — ...| Bombay ee Monthly .. ie 550 
179 ee § ih rrr e ees: | 400 
180 9 «Vritb Sindhu «= .eo use ae .oo| WErwar... eve ok a a ia eos 
182 +» Vritt Sudha us sis ‘at ,o| DOtAra ... a aa aa ee oe 110 
182 os am Renee guanre weer ramen 500 
SINDI. 
183 |The Khairkhah Sind .. « ...| Karachi ERE BBE RTT 1,000 
184 » Muin-ul-Isl4m ... Aor oe iN ieee oie) Sate Saige “t mint 360 
Sind Sudhar je sea ies wa De eve pee | ee _ 500 
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Names ef Newspapers. : | Place ef Publication. 


Urpvu. 


The Aina-i-Hind ine aes ...| Bombay 4 Monthly ... 
Alam Aphroz Bambai ... : Do. | Tri-monthly 
Asad Punch  ... sxe , Do. Weekly ... 
Eombay Punch Bahadur... wl oa : 
India Gazette eve | Deo 
Jahanuma... jee 3 Do. 
Makbul-e-Aailum _,..| Ahmednagar 
Munsif-i-Deccan ... Bombay 
Muslim Heraid ... Do. 
Nayar-i-Islam _... Do. 
Safir... eee eee Do. 
Sultan-ul- Akhbar... oes 


MaRa’TH1 AND Na‘NARESE, 


The Chandrika see Bagalkot 
» Karnétak Vaibhav .| Bijapur 
»  siddheshvar bei Do. 

» 3 ee oo .| Kérwar 
MaRA’rHI AND URDU. 


The Gulbarga Samachar... oe Gulbarga Weekly 


PorTUGUESE-KONKANI. 


The Luso-Concanim ... Bombay Weekly 


Notes.—A. The notices from the different Newspapers have been coliected in ihe Report under different heads 
which are printed in italics. 

B. The names of Newspapers are printed in the margin of the Report in italics, and the number of the News- 
paper in the above list is printed in brackets after the name. 


©. The system of spelling vernacular words followed by the Reporter is the same as that adopted in the 
Official Spelling List of the Bembay a One peculiar feature of this system is tnat wnen the long (a Sf 
or d) is the last letter of a word, the accent is left out, and the short a(H =u in gun) is, +o prevent confusion, 
never placed at the end of aword, This rule has been strictly followed, except that when the short a appears to be 


absolutely necessary to complete the pronunciation of a word, asin Arunodaya or the well-known Mitra, it is prnted 
with a mark over it to indicate that it isshort, thus—-d. 


D. The figures giving the circulation or number of copies published of each newspaper and pericdical as 
farnished by the proprietor, are not guaranteed as accurate, and in some instances must be regarded with caution. 
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Politics and the Public Administration. 


1. We highly admire and value some very estimable qualities in His 
Excellency Lord Elgin. There are his estimable good- 


His Excellency Lord ness and tolerance for his Opponents’ opinions which 


Elgin as Viceroy of India. 


Phenix (8), 22nd Oct. are so seldom to be met with in the higher ranks of 


aa officialdom. He never uttered one unkind word with 
regard to those who have been hard on him in their criticism of his administra- 


tion. Let his speech at the Sedition Bill debate bear witness. Did it not make 
the whole sitting very pleasant and refreshing after the vituperative virulence 
and abusive venom which characterised the speeches of some of his colleagues ? 
What noble and lofty dignity was the key-stone of that truly conciliatory pro- 
nouncement! Though his patience had often been most severely taxed, he 
never for a moment abandoned the dignity of bearing which is the hall-mark 
of every nature’s nobleman, And then his vegcnurianism, indicative as it is 
of his gentleness and reverence for God’s creatures of the brute kingdom, 
would have endeared him to every Hindu heart but for adverse circumstances. 
And though Indians have been debarred by caste prejudices from sitting at 
the open board he kept and partaking of the princely hospitality he offered, 
our European friends at the recexzt dinner amply bore their testimony to the same. 
No, it was not the qualities of his heart, but those of his head to which we have 
to take exception. His heart was in its right place, but his head was not. He 
would look at men and things through the heads of the men who surrounded 
him rather than over their heads. He had not the grit and strength of mind 
necessary to overcome the influences which are always brought to bear upon a 
Viceroy. Though well intentioned and righteous, his good nature has been his 
ruin—the grave of his political reputation—the rock on which his Indian career 
has been split and shattered. 


2. His Excellency Lord Elgin, who is to lay down his sceptre of Vice- 
royalty at the end of the year, has made his farewell 
His [Excellency Lord speech at Simla, which will for many reasons be 


Elgin’s farewell speech at tho memorable in the history of this country. In Lord 
United Service Club dinuer 


ab Sinan: Elgin’s speeches, though they do not boast of any: 


Rast Goftdr (21), 23rd literary exceilence, the words seem to come direct 
Oct, Eng. vols. from his heart, and it might be said of him that. he 
says what he means and means what he says. There 

is no such thing as mincing matters with him. With a boldness born of honesty 
he gave it as his opinion that the Empire of India had been won by the sword, 
and, if need be, must be held by the sword. He said, “I have no wish to 
introduce a martial ring into my words,” and yet his words breathed of martial 
spirit when he affirmed, what he had stated elsewhere, that India must under 
certain circumstances be held by the sword. Coming as it did from a Viceroy who 
is a Radical of Radicals, the words appear to have an important beariny on the 
present political condition of India. Lord Elgin has, for once and for all, given 
the go-by to the hypocritical expression used by mealy-mouthed politicians that 
Tndia has been held in trust for the Indians. When a meek, unassertive and 
Radical Viceroy like Lord Elgin has given utterance to such an unmistakable 
and unequivocal expression, it must have been done with some deliberate and 
set purpose. Indian agitators always laid great stress on the fact that India was 
held by the British nation in trust, and now that they consider themselves to be. 
fit and able to manage their own affairs they. must be placed in possession of 
the reins of government. It must, however, be remembered that when Her 


Majesty the Queen’s Government made a promise to that effect in the great 


Proclamation of 1858, India was in circumstances quite different from those of 
the present day. Those circumstances have now changed, and the people (we 
mean the agitators) having broken their part of the covenant that they would 
»lwavs be faithful and ioyal subjects of the Queen, the Proclamation might per- 
haps be held.in suspense until such time as the agitators, who pose themselves 
as the spokesmen of the dumb millions, cease to set the rulers and the ruled by 
the ears. All loyal and right-thinking men will support us when we say that 
Lord Elgin has none too soon proclaimed to the Indian world that, if its self- 
constituted leaders were to continue to place themselves, in season and out of 
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in the country, they would sooner or later have to change the character of 
their rule. [The British colonies in South Africa have already tabooed the 
Indians from their dozainions, ostensibly for reasons which need not here be 
dilated upon, but really because they are apprehensive that the premature 
agitation now carried on in India might perhaps be repeated in the colonies. The 
agitators have, therefore, proved a source of great danger to the country, the 
only alternative Government can think of being to put them down with a high 
hand. There is no disputing the fact that the frontier war was for various 
reasons forced upon the Government, and, as the Viceroy explained, the cam- 
paigns had fully achieved the objects with which they had been conducted. There 
is but one rift in the lute, and it is that the cost of the expeditions was not, if 
not wholly, at least half and half shared by the “ predominant partner.’’ Lord 
Eigin need not have defended his famine policy which was the means of saving 
millions of lives, and which can !e advantageously pursued by his successors 
in office should such calamities recur. The most graceful part of the func- 
tion was where the Viceroy paid his due meed of praise to Lord Sandhurst, 
who has, no doubt, been pursuing a heroic fight with the plague in Bombay. His 
Excellency has left no stone unturned to mitigate the l.urrors of plague, and yet 
a Sunday paper, which is known to be the organ of the leaders of the Presidency 
Association and the Congress, has in its last issue condemned His Excellency’s 
Government in unmeasured language, and opines that the proposed plague rules 
(which have since come into force) ‘* will become the grave of the Government 
of Lord Sandhurst.’”” About the very time His Excellency the Governor was 
engaged in devising with His Excellency the Viceroy at Simla the best means 
of dealing with the plague, his cruel critics had been poisoning the public 
mind against a benevolent Government. So much for their gratitude to a 
Governor who has been for the last two years devoting his days and nights 
to the amelioration of the condition of the poor and to the sanitation and 
improvement of Bombay. All India, of course the Congress organs ex- 
cepted, will, in the words of the Times, proclaim that Lord Elgin has more 
than justified the wisdom of the late Mr. Gladstone’s selection. His Lordship 
has mantully confronted all difficulties during his Viceroyalty, and though 
we had not in Lord Elgin a brilliant statesman, it may be truly said of 
him that he has cleared the bark of the Indian Empire through the reefs and 
rocks of war, famine, plague, and other disasters like those of floods, fires and 
earthquakes with consummate skill and ability. 


3. Whatever may be the verdict of history, Lord Elgin has the satisfac- 
Fodiin Gpecttior (0), ed tion of knowing that the services in India have 
Peachy, 2g > “8 showered high praiseson him and that the general 
| feeling in England, as correctly echoed by the Times, 

is that he has had unusual difficulties ‘to contend with and that on the whole he 
has acquitted himself creditably. For good intentions, for hard work and for 
abstaining from giving himself up to panic of anv sort, and for contenting him- 
sclf with the 76le of a really prudent administrator as opposed to that of a 
heroic innovator, full vredit must undoubtedly be given to the retiring Viceroy. 
And even those who cannot approve of certain aspects of his administration, as 
for example, the war on the frontier and certain repressive measures of legis- 
Jation, should derive consolation from the thought that the actuating forces and 
motives at heme and in India were so irresistible that, but for the'placid 
temperament of Lord Elgin, things would have been much worse than they 
have actually been. In regard to famine, indeed, barring his tardiness to fully 


_Yealise at the commencement the gravity of the coming crisis, Lord Elgin is 


entitled to unalloyed praise, not only for hard work, but for full sympathy with the 
distressed and a determination to utilise, with as stinted a liberality as circum- 
stances permitted, the private and public reserves he could draw upon for the 
relief of the sufferers. After giving to Lord Elgin all his dues in this manner, 
it will not be amiss it we take exception to some of the propositions he 
laid down in vindication of his administration at the farewell dinner 
recently given in his honour by the United Service Club at Simla. All these 
propositions are apparently so many special pleadings in defence, and we are 
very much afraid that history will repudiate them generally. No doubt, the - 
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immediate cause of the war with the Afridis was the frontior outdienk, but 


it is enough to mention Chitral and the Durand agreement to prove that the 
outbreak itself was the result of a series of provocations systematically and con- 
tinuously offered by the British Government. The first to draw the sword is 
not necessarily the unjust aggressor, and an apparently offensive war may 
in reality be only a defensive one. Such, we believe, was the attempt made by 
the Afridis and the Orakzais to make oné united protest against the forward. 
march of the red line which threatened to extinguish the rights and privileges 
they hau enjoyed in their mountain homes. The second proposition of Lord 
Elgin, that the recent expedition has been successfu!, seems equally untenabie. 
We wonder if an army of 70,000 British and Indian troops ever achieved so ‘little 
in India or in Huropeas was done by the troops led through the heart of ‘Tirah 
by Sir W. Lockhart. Even the march of this huge force was never undisturbed, 
and night-snipping and rear-guard attacks were never atanend. If the tribes 
have learnt that they cannot succeed in a pitched battle against a regular British 
force in the open, they have also learnt that by a skilful utilization of the natural 
advantages of their country, they can withstand half the army in India in its 
attempts to subjugate and disarm them. This, in reality, is alesson for the British 
Government, and will lead, if it be so regarded, to that peace which, Lord Elgin 
opined, would be the result of the late operations. It is much move pleasant to turn 
to Lord Elgin’s generous praise of Lord Sandhurst for “ the cheerful courage with 
which my noble friend has faced this harassing duty ”’ of fighting for two years the 
grim monster that has unsettled our presidency, The courage and patience of 
Lord Sandhurst, his readiness to undergo trials and his never-failing sympathy 
have, indeed, been praiseworthy, We wish we could say the same of the wisdom 
and consistency of the operations his Government has from time to time sanc- 
tioned for suppressing the epidemic. Lord Elgin spoke in a manner which 
showed that he, for one, considered five years as too short a period for even the 
most industrious Viceroy to master all the problems of Indian politics and do 
all that he wishes. The complaint has been made before, and there is great 


force in it. On the other hand, we have to count upon having Viceroys and 


Governors to whom we might deem itadvantageous to be able to bid farewell 
even before the lapse of the statutory five years. A practical remedy would be 
found, we suppose, in choosing for the post only such men as have had pre- 
vious training in Indian affairs, either. on the spot or at the India Office. 
Another contentious subject touched upon by Lord Elgin in his speech at 
the United Service Club dinner was that of the Simla exodus. It was a 
fallacy, said he, that they retreat to the hills for amusement and not for work. 
We may as well ask if any of those who are entitled to their furlough and privi- 
lege leave are justified in retreating to the hills for long periods, committed as 
they are by the terms of their covenants to serve ungrudgingly in a hot country. 
The gathering of too many, and the tendency to increase the number and 
permanently locate some offices at Simla, are, in our opinion, matters to which 
valid objections may be justly taken. And probably it is to this that we 
are to trace the round of balls and theatricals, parties and picnics, sports 
and races, which never fail to distinguish every ‘‘season,’’ and the reports 
of which leave the impression that if the retreat to the hillsis intended 
to secure greater work, it is also availed of for diluting it with as many amuse- 
ments and pleasures as human ingenuity can devise. Of course, there is no- 
thing wrong in this. It is plain that though the exodus to the hills is defen- 


sible in theory, so many abuses have gathered round it that it is time to set. 


about removing them rather than expressing unqualified approval of them. 


. 4. We cannot honestly. endorse all that has been said in praise of the 
3 departing Viceroy. Weare ready to concede that 
His Excellency came to this country with the best of 
intentions and that his administration had to contend 
with a rare combination of widespread calamities. But we cannotignore the 
fact that he never showed force of character nor afforded proofs of states- 
manship. He was an easy tool in the haads of more powerful advisers, and 


Gujar@ti (12), 28rd Oct, 
Eag. cols. 


never endeavoured to impress his own individuality upon the administration. 
We fail to understand how the country would have been worse off if the services 


had the reins of administration exclusively in their own hands without having 
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| of the matters talked about peer through every. line. It seems Lord Elgin has 
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a Viceroy as the nominal head of Government, The Military Department has 
ruled supreme during the last five years,'with the result that the country 
was dragged into costly transfrontier operations, when every pie should have 
been spared for the relief of the suffering population, India’s interests were 
allowed to be sacrificed at the altar of Lancashire philanthropy, and the theory 
of government by mandate from home was given the widest latitude imaginable. 

When the spectre of famine appeared its very ‘existence was denied. “In the 
Central Provinces the population suffered from many hardships which could 
have heen avoided. We do not depreciate the good work done by Government 
and their officers for the relief of the dying and the starving. But what was 
obtained from the charity of England and other countries in one direction was 
thrown away on the military operations, so that the resources of India were all 
the same diverted to objects in which her interests were hardly concerned. The 
Viceroy disclaimed any idea of offering an apologia provita sua. But all the 
same his speech was a very misleading vindication of his transfrontier policy. 

The plague policy of 1896 was a blunder, which no ruler in touch with the 
customs and habits of the people would have sanctioned, and yet for retrieving 
that grave blunder the moral prestige and traditions of British rule were for- 

cotten and the country was treated to measures of a most reactionary character. 
Even yet the Natu brothers are State prisoners for reasons which heaven alone 
knows. We value the name and fame of the British Raj even more than its 

high-placed defenders, and nothing has injured it in the eyes of its well-wishers 
as the un-English and ungenerous measures that disfigured the annals of 

last year. There is only one quality which we have admired in Lord Elgin. 

He has not followed the example of some of his distinguished comrades. 

He has never lost his temper, nor deliberately provoked the people by any 

reckless utterances. That is the only trait that we can honestiy praise in the 
departing Viceroy. He has been discreet and courteous throughout. We are, 
therefore, the more pained by his observatior that “ the Empire of India was 
won by the sword and must be held by the sword if need be.”’ The first part of 
the statement is not historically defensible, and the second is an offensive threat 
which the Viceroy need not have indulged in even in the presence of Jingoes. 
There is not a single word of sympathy i in the whole speech for the people, 
though it is full of praises for the services, and we are grieved to find that a 
Viceroy, who together with the services was most generously treated by this 
bankrupt country even in the midst of unprecedented trials, should have thought 
it rightand proper to speak in this strain about a loyal, gentle and patient veople 
instead of offering them a word of consolation and sympathy. We bear not 
the faintest ill-wili towards the Viceroy. Under more favourable circumstances 
he might have done some service to India. As events have happened, he has 
lamentably failed and grievously disappointed the people. W:, liowever, still 
hope that His Excellency will seek or portunities in England fv. doing substan- 
tial good to the millions over whom he has ruled for five years. He might then 
win their affection and gratitude which, unhappily for all, he has failed to 
secure, 


( 


5. Lord Elgin seemed to. be specially fond of being called a veteran 
’ and a comrade in arms of the military gentlemen 
ges i (35), 24th Oct. that had assembled at the Club, and quoted his own 
pee ne) speech, delivered some time before, in which he had said 
thet the Empire of India had been won by the sword and must be held by the 
sword if need be. No doubt the admiring audience must have been charmed 
by the martial ring in His Lordship’s utterances and looked upon the noble lord 
worthy of the traditions of his family. But His Lordship’s emphatic assertion 
of what has been long an exploded and discredited theory, about conquering by 
the sword, and, what is worse, holding by the sword the Empire of Todia, has 
pained Her Majesty’ s loyal subjects throughout this country. 


6. The utterances of the Viceroy were meant more for home than Seiten 

| consumption. In fact, as far as the latter goes, it is 
a8 hana 23rd Oct.” clear already that it will not go down the throats of | 
the people. Though every care was taken to refrain from introducing contro- 
versial matters and indulging in the softest of soft platitudes, the unreality 
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been painfully conscious of the many sins of omission and commission of his 
Viceroyalty, and has tried to gloss over them in an adroit way. But the adroit- 
ness is too transparent. For instance, take that statement touching the five 
years’ tenure of Viceregal office. It did not occur to him that many of his 
distinguished predecessors were able to achieve a great deal for the weal of the 
people even in the brief tenure of five years. Look at the administration 
of Lord Canning. Take Lord Lawrence. Take Lord Mayo, whose rule was 
cruelly cut short in less than three years! Take again Lord Ripon, who did 
not stay the full term of his office. It is therefore idle for Lord Elgin to assert, 
in face of these positive historical facts which none dare contradict, that five 
years istoo short a period for doing any good to the country. Namby-pamby 
Viceroys, who have no will of their own, and who simply allow themselves to 
act like so many marionettes on the Viceregal stage, can never be expected to 
do any good. Because his was a miserably barren rule of five years, is it to be 
believed that the rule of other Viccroys will be equally unfructuous? Next, 
it is astonishing to read of the Radical Lord Elgin, nurtured in Gladstonian 
traditions, talking the exploded cant about India having been conquered by 
the sword. Five years’ residence, of which eight months of each year is in 
the Jingo atmosphere of Simla, surrounded by a militant hierarchy, has so far 
converted this peaceful “home ruler’? as to make him think that India can 
only be held vy the sword. This, again, is a proposition to which we cannot 
subscribe. No, India cannot be retained by the sword. If the country is to be 
retained, it will be by the moral influence of the Government, by its rectitude 
of conduct, by its impartial justice, and by its deep and abiding sympathy with 
its alien subjects. To rely on brute force is to rely on a broken reed. The 
retention ofthe country by the sword alone is an exploded fallacy. Then 
again, the old myth, touching the advantages of working in the bracing clime 


_ of Simla, was again trotted out. Did it ever occur to Lord Elgin to learn how 


former Governors-General worked at Calcutta? And of the many hard 
workers in the Government services, how many there are who toil in the plains 
from year to vear, and yet work most satisfactorily. Do not the Judges at 
Calcutta work in the hottest part of the year? It is all nonsense to talk of 


‘our energies and faculties’’ finding “their fuilest and best development ”’ . 


ot Simla. Such a statement cannot afford to be closely examined. And we 
think Lord Elgin committed a mistake in defending the Simla exodus, which 
the rest of the civilised world considers as simply scandalous. Then, again, 
talking about the brunt and heat of the day, and the labours in connection 
with the famine and the plague, if Lord Elgin is anxious to lay the flattering 
unction to his Viceregal soul, and propagate the myth that 1t was he who laid 


_Jow the severest famine of the century, he is entitled to that pastime. But the 


outer world knows too well who have borne the brunt and heat of the 
day im allaying the distress arising from famine and checking mortality from 
starvation. None were more sympathetic and energetic in this matter than 
Sir Anthony MacDonnell and Lord Sandhurst and those who worked under 
them. Lord Elgin did not do so muchas even:to stay in Calcutta, though 
almost all India, with one voice, urged him to do so and pointed out the grave 
impropriety of running away, as usual, to Simla, when millions of Her 
Majesty’s subjects were struggling for bare existence In the plains. And what 
part did he play in that original appeal to the Lord Mayor for funds in relief 


of distress 2 So it was altogether unhistorical to claim credit for famine work. 


As to the plague, he has had absolutely no hand in the preventive measures. 
And yet there is a class of publicists who extol him to the skies for this part of 
his administration. Coming to frontier wars, it is another astonishing fact to 
notice that the Tirah expedition was forced on the Indian Government. In this 
matter Lord Elgin was simply echoing the worn out traditions of the Foreign 
Office. But we have no patience: with such hollow traditions and with such 
nonsensical statements as those indulged in by Lord Elgin about the late frontier 
war. Perhaps, in no matter was the marionette character of the Viceroy to be 
seen in all its nakedness as in his frontier policy. The only satisfactory part 
of his speech was the one in which he re lerred to the plague. It is some satisfaction 
to learn that the Imperial Government is now alive to the supreme necessity of 
sharing the plague expenditure with the Provincial Governments. ‘his state- 


ment has, in all probability, its origin in the prosperous state of the revenue, 
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which is certain to yield a fat surplus, It is muck to be wished that Lord 
Elgin had been more modest‘and conscious of the littleyhe has done to make his 
Viceroyalty even tolerably memorable, had he refrained from indulging in some 
facts of his administration in strains of self-glory~ which hardly coincide with 
the facts of history. At the best he has proved himself to be the veriest medio- 
erity and his Viceregal career a dismal blank and a failure, though his pane- 
gyrists in the press may speak of him in hyperbolic terms and consider him as 
having “worthily exemplified the exalted traditions of the best type of the 
British administrator.” As well falsify all history by talking such fatuous 
myths, which can only deceive the credulous. 


7. Had Lord Elgin simply bid good-bye to his Simla friends, had he 
Inte Prakash (29), 24th: contented himself with thanking the various services 
Ou; thie: ok,  .__2or their uniform “ loyalty.” to him during his tenure 
of office, we would not have cared to notice his his- 
trionic performance, But His Lordship went beyond that. He expounded once 
again the exploded theory of India being won with the sword and the necessity 
of holding it with the sword if need be. ‘his was a fitting epilogue to the 
dismal tragedy performed by Lord Elgin during the last five years on the stage 
of Indian politics. The author of the Black Act, the digger up of the barba- 
yous Regulation of 1828, the statesman that in cold blood refused the generous 
offer of the Lord Mayor of London to raise a fund for the relief of the famine- 
stricken millions of India, could nave said nothing less. The British people are 
ruling India to-day : they can. do what they please with the Natives, clap them 
in gaol without trial and even call them savages: should they not be satisfied 
with such tremendous powers? Why wound the feeling of loyal millions who 
are willing to let things alone? Why add insult to injury? We know Lord 
Elgin is x not the first ‘Englishman thus to proclaim from the housetops that 
India was conquered with the sword. Buta greater man than Lord Elgin or | 
his m:diocre compeers has decided that question long ago. Mr. Gladstone, on 
a memorable occasion, stated in the most emphatic manner his conviction that 
Britain’s rule in India depended entirely on the will of the three hundred 
millions of that country. India submits, not to the naked bayonet of Tommy 
Atkins, but to the superior character, the moral force, of the Englishman. — It 
would be no exaggeration to say that it was a ph ysical impossibility for England 
to win India. To keep the millions of this.land in bondage with the sword is 
more impossible still, It was very unwise of Lord Elgin to indulge in such 
“tall” talk. ‘The words, coming as they did from the head of the Government, 
are sure to have a pernicious effect on the rank and file of officials, The lower 
classes of Anglo-Indians are insolent enough. In that one word nigger they 
have cr ystallized all their contempt for the children of the soil. And when a 
Viceroy, even when bidding them farewell, speaks the language of a swaggering 
military Jingo, instead of leaving behind him words of love and peace, the effect 
is sure to be } pernicious and mischievous in the extreme. Latterly this spirit of 
contempt for the Natives has grown in strength, and instead ‘of pouring oil 
over the troubled waters Lord Elgin has only ‘made matters worse. But this 
was not the only bombast in w hich His Lordship indulged Perhaps by way 
of retaliating on Mr. Thorburn, Lord Elgin referred en passant to the late 
frontier campaign. In spite of the applause ‘of His Lordship’s convivial comrades 
- the world refuses, and rightly refuses, to believe that the last frontier expedition 
was a successful afiair, Lord Elgin, in the course of his farewell speech, 
gave utterance to a sentiment to which no one will take exception. His 
Excellency paid a tribute of praise to the Governor of Bombay as the Govern- 
ment of India’s champion deputed to fight the plague. The ‘tribute was only 
Lord Sandburst’s due. Lord Sandhurst has not been an ideal Governor. 
During his regime he did many things, for some of which he has already 
repented. But we shall be the last persons to deny that he has done his best to 
conquer that insidious foe, the plague. ‘Though urged by dare-devil Anglo- 
Indians to use whip and rod, Lord Sandhurs t, the moment he found out his 
mistake, conceded almost all that the people demanded, and the plague of 
the plague operations was laid to rest for ever. If Lord Sandhurst had 
only effected this change of front a little earlier! But, we fear, he had his 
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“18 


“mandates” from Simla and could not do it. ‘Even in the matter of the plague 
administration, therefore, Lord Elgin has failed miserably. 


8. We frankly confess that with us Lord Elgin was ever a disappoint- 
Mahratia (7), 23rd Oct. | ment as a speech-maker, and as it is not given to all 
men alike to rise equal to the importance of occasions, 
it is no wonder that Lord Elgin’s speech should have been as tame and as 
unworthy of a ruler of India as ever. If we take away that part of the speech 
which was given to conventional praise-singing, very little remains that is 
of any critical interest. Here Lord Elgin was not to enunciate the policy of 
his administration, nor to give a foretaste of his genius as a ruler, but only to 
justify his existence in India‘ as Viceroy and to justify the trust of the British 
Government that put him in the post, if not the huge sums of money that he 
pocketed from India’s poor treasury; and we have no hesitation in scying 
that His Lordship has failed to do so in his postprandial speech, It has 
only raked up unpleasant old memories which Lord Elgin has no power 
to effectively wipe off by a magical power of oratory. We do not, how- 
ever, grudge His Lordship the -pleasure of the consciousness, if he has it, that 
he has lived the best part of his life in India. It does not seem as if His Lord- 
ship is ambitious of other and more honourable careers in diplomacy at home 
or in the Colonial empire, but we cannot say that the display of his adminis- 
trative powers in India will help him much if he és so ambitious. We hope, in 
conclusion, that we of this presidency may not be compelled to give a more 
plain-speaking farewell to the retirmg Viceroy. : 
9. The speeches wang? at .~ dinner given by the United Service Club 
oe See ie to rd Elein are pure encomiums poured by the 
ee EN ee members on one mst - The higher ifiicials, no our 
opinion, ought not to be satisfied with the applause of their subordinates, but 
should obtain the good opinion of the people. Similarly the subordinate officers 
of the Government should not regard the satisfaction of their superiors as their 
sole end and aim, but should secure the good will of the people. In tke course 
of his speech Lord Elgin made an unnecessary reference to several subjects 
which have now become so trite. He, being the representative of Her Majesty, | 
ought to have refrained from* giving expression to the idea of keeping Indi: 
with the sword, just as it had, in his opinion, been won with the sword. Now 
sentiments like these are in themselves a good commentary on the prudence 
and statesmanship of Lord Elgin. Does it ever tend to any good that a 
conqueror should always show his contempt for the conquered by saying to him 
that he has wor their kingdom in the teeth of their opposition and that he 
would continue to rule over them inspite of their resistance? But apari 
from all this, if we enquire into the causes that led to the British conquest oi 
India, we shall find that the qualities by which the English gained dominion 
over this land were their advance in arts and manufactures, their prudence, 
integrity and justice, and their solicitude for the welfare of the people, and this 
dominion would last only so long as they continue to possess these qualities. 
Regarding the annual exodus to Simla and other hill stations, Lord Elgin simply 
ridiculed the objections of the people in this respect. In his opinion the rulers 
must get their brains refreshed at certain intervals by the bracing air of these 
stations and thus prepare themselves for doing their work. Now, if this is 
true, we have only to. ask, why all the officials, high as well as low, should not 
be sent tothe hill stations. In fact, it is simply the luxury of the latter-day 
Officials, when those who built up the kingdom had never even an idea of sucha 
pleasure. As for the war on the frontier, His Excellency was pleased to observe 
that the Pathans were the aggressors. Now, we have no doubt it is the 
encroachment of the Government of India upon the territory of the Afridis that 
was atthe root of this war. As for the success of the campaign, we have the 
greatest hesitation in believing that the object. of the war has been achieved. 
None ean think without regret of the retreat of the troops in the Khyber pass ; 
nay, not even the staunchest Anglo-Indians have spared. the Government in 
this matter. The very fact that Lord Elgin was obliged to take so much 
trouble to prove that they were victorious in the late campaign 1s in itself a 
strong proof of the fact that the so-called success was very doubtful. 
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10. The eulogistic references to Lord Sandhurst in Lord Elgin’s speech at 

the Simla Club dinner were happily conceived and 

Approval of Lord Elgin’s must command approval from those who have any 
enlogistic references to “ord idea of the various difficulties with which our 
"Subodh Patrika (34), 23ra Governor has had to contend these two years. His 
Oct., Eng. cols. Excellency has worked for stamping out the plague 
with unceasing energy, and he has failed because 

none else could have succeeded. ‘The ways of plague are -mysterious and it 
would be unfair to hold Lord Sandhurst responsible for the annoyance and 
trouble caused by some of the measures adopted to root it out. He was bound 


to try them, for he had no precedent to guide, but His Excellency is now 


satisfied that these measures are not worth the cost they entail or the dissatis- 


faction they breed. From certain remarks made by Lord Elgin in the course of 
his speech, it would appear that the Government of India has given Lord 
Sandhurst the assurance that that Government will liberally help the Govern- 
ment of Bombay in dealing with plague. Lerd Sandhurst said much the same 
thing in his speech at a recent prize distribution in Poona. 


11. We do not think Sir Richard Temple did any good to the natives of 
India during his regime as Governor of Bombay, 
Remarks on the advice nor does he seem to have turned his Indian ex- 
abcde Brod ergy Fao a perience to the use of the Natives during his sub- 
the administration of India, sequent careerin England. He is no doubt clever, 
Gujarati (12), 24rd Oct. but being a staunch Conservative, it is needless to 
expect any good work from him. But, fortunately or 
unfortunately for India, he seems to have changed his views and has given, in 
one of his works on India, a piece of very valuable advice to the people of 
England and the Anglo-Indians regarding their attitude towards the Natives. 
It istoo much to expect an ex-Governor and a Conservative to advise his 
party to carry on the administration of India in conformity with the interests 
of the Natives, but when one does so advise, it must be supposed that one has 
real and substantial reasons for doing so. It is far from truth to say that the 
present administration of India is carried on for the wellare of the Natives and 
that the people of India are not grateful. We:-fear that the good advice of Sir 
Richard will have hardly the desired effect on high and responsible Anglo- 
Indian officials, whose views are more or less similar to the views which Sir 
Richard himself entertained while here. 


12. The decision of the Transvaal High Court as regards the status of the 
Indians resident in the Repubiic has evoked a strong 
Comments on the decision protest, not only from the Indian pre: «, but also from 
of the Transvaal High Court any of our English contemporaries. The iniquit- 
as regards the status of the ‘ 5 : 
luAieae able, unjust and un-English treatment meted out to 
Indian Spectator (4), 231d these subjects of the Queen is being looked upon as a 
Oct. public scandal, no matter how the Secretary of State 
for the Colonies and other British authorities may try 
to explain away their helplessness in the affair. Itisno use blinking the fact 
that the injustice and oppression under which their countrymen labour in some 
of the British-protected and self-governing colonies rankles in the hearts of the 


Indian communities very keenly. 


13. What the Native soldier badly needs is the throwing open of the high- 

er military service, and looking to the bulk of work 

Request to throw cpen he has executed, such desire is not only just but 

higher military service 10 yeasonable, After more than a hundred years’ eXist- 
Native sepoys. ow we 

Native Opinion (31), 27th nce OT British rule in this country, is it not strange 

Oct., Eng. cols. that the loyalty of the Native soldier should not be 

quite on a par with the loyalty of the British ? Grant- 


ing that they may not be given higher service in their own country, how 


would it be harmful if they were appointed officers to certain regiments sent to 
the Straits Settlements, Central Africa, Zanzibar and other parts of the British 


Empire? Opening the military service to them would certainly be an adequate 
recognition of the extreme loyalty and love they bear to the British Crown. 
The importance of the Native soldier as a military agent is gradually increasing, 


15 
and certainly in recognition of the services he has rendered Government should 
come forward with a scheme for his employment in the higher military service. 
If the soldier is efficient, that he should advoeate his cause is quite natural, and 
Government in recognition of those services should come forward to meet a laud- 
able prayer. Almost all the higher services under certain conditions are open 
to the native of the soil; why should this alone be closely barred ? This question 
is always uppermost in his heart, and Government should generously give due 
consideration to his earnest wishes, At first the lower grades may be thrown 
open, making the higher ones dependent on the kind and value of the military 


service he performs. This in itself will be no small boon; but will the Govern- 
ment of Lord Elgin look into the question ? 


14. Wedo not know how much of truth there is in the report that Mr. 
Tilak is shortly going to England, but we think that if 
Remarks on the rumour he were to go there and prove the hollowness of the new 
Fe > i Tilak gomg to law of sedition, which has been enacted apparently for 
Cadardts (19). 9 the preventi { the spread of sedition h good 
Gujarati (12), 23rd Oct. prevention 0 Pp e » MUCH S00 
would accrue to the people of this country. More- 
over, if the peopie of England were to see personally an able and learned gentle- 
man like Mr. Tilak, they would change their opinion about him and would 
hesitate before placing implicit faith in everything which the Anglo-Indians 
say and write. The people of England were misled by the Anglo-Indians - to 
believe that the British rule in India was in danger last year just as it was in 
the year 1857, but, as a matter of fact, there was nothing of the kind, and 
what little excitement there was among the people was due to the erro- 
neous plague policy of the Government, the arbitrary and unjust arrest of 
the Natu brothers, and the egregious prosecution of Mr. Tilak and others on a 
charge of sedition. Mr. Tilak’s trial has made his name so familiar in England . 
that the people of that country will be eager to see him, and if they are once 
convinced that the authorities in India are not in favour of the political advance- 
ment of the Natives they will try their best to support their cause. It would 
be in the fitness of things if a patriot like Mr. Tilak went to England to deliver 
lectures and to secure the sympathy of Englishmen towards the natives of India, 
The balance of the Tilak Defence Fund cannot, in our opinion, be better utilized 
than by spending it for this purpose. | 


15. We have no doubt that the newly appointed Plague Commission will, 
moe ee oe like the Opium Commission and its other predecessors, 
Fas Plague Commission. — visit, some half a dozen prominent cities, examine 

agatsamdchay (126), 22nd ‘ . , 
Oct. a few official witnesses, and send in a report just to 
entitle themselves to their remuneration. in our 
opinion, the results of the Commission will prove in no way useful to the Gov- 
ernment of India. Would England then manage to pay the expenses of the 
Commission from the Imperial treasury, as it could not possibly have been 
appointed at the instance of the {ndian Government? Will the Government 
of India make bold enough to protest against the appointment of this Com- 
mission ? 


16. The latest rules for plague administration promulgated by the Gove 
ernment of Bombay will, it is hoped, be received with 
Comments on the new ynmixed satisfaction by the people of the presidency. 
plague rules of the Bombay ‘The many restrictions placed upon the general public 
Rist go (21), 23ra for travelling from one part of the presidency to 
Oct., Eng. cole another have now been removed, a strict medical 
examination and the disinfection of clothes only being 
enforced as precautionary measures against the propagation of the plague in the 
country. Government have tried, and are still trying, every conceivable 
measure to prevent plague germs being carried into unaffected parts of the 
country, and everything that has hitherto been done by them, though it may 
not have proved efficacious to the extent that it was expected to be, was done 
with the best of intentions and in the interest of the public at large. When 
the Government at first introduced certain preventive measures, it was, no 
doubt, intended that they should be carried out on the lines of least resistance 
and with discretion, but as everything left to the discretion of the subordinates 
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opens a door to bribery and corruption, the benevolent orders of the Govern- 
ment were unfortunately not carried out in the spirit in which they were given, 
And hence there was a hue and cry raised against measures which, if they had 
been carried out in a more conciliatory spirit, would not have aroused an active 
Opposition on the part of the people. The new rules arg all that could be 
desired under the circumstances, and it is to be hoped that the restrictive 


measures, as laid down in them, will only be carried out without causing the 
least friction. 


17. At last the Government resolution embodying the relaxation of the 
Indian Spectator (4), 23rd stringency that has hitherto characterized the plague 
Cua POE NY” adyainistration in the presidency is out, and if it 
is loyally given full effect to, the public will not mind 
the delay in the promulgation of the new policy, especially as there are 
reasons to believe that, as finally shaped, it is the result of joint deliberation 
between Lords Elgin and Sandhurst during the latter’s recent visit to Simla. 
On paper at least the rules seem perfection itself. We understand that 
all these rules are imperative, and that in regard to matters for which they 
specifically provide, no discretion shall be allowed to the district plague authori- 
ties. The smooth working of the examination systcin will necessarily depend 
upon the vigilance of the chief in command of each system, and we have only 
to suggest that he should keep a strict watch over the doings of the lower sub- 
ordinates, as the only guarantee against blackmail or petty oppression. Much 
will be gained if he makes it a point to personally examine all those who are to be 
detained. Expense in providing suitable accommodation should not be grudged, 
as now the detentions, being confined only to those who are actually ill, will not 
be many, and the examination stations are only eleven. Another suggestion we 
have to make is that the Surgeon-General should be liberal in the granting of 
special authority to medical officers whose certificate is to secure exemption from 
detention for those who are suffering from other ailments than plague, cholera, 
or small-pox. 


18. The long-promised Government resolution on the subject of the 
alterations which the Government of Bombay pro- 
posed to make in their attitude towards the plague 
at last saw the light of day during the past week. 
The cause of the long delay now appears to be attributable to the desire 
of His Excellency Lord Sandhurst to obtain the formal approval of the Viceroy 
before duly proraulgating his new plague policy. All the wild talk of eradi- 
cating and stamping out the plague by Government measures is now given up 
as absurd. We aiways wondered how so prudent and well-informed a Govern- 
ment came to regard the plaguc as an enemy to be easily conquered only by a 
sufficient display of energy. This mistake having ‘been once committed, the 
Government naturally came to regard all those who pointed out where the shoe 
pinched ‘as mere obstructionists that deserved to be somehow or other put out of 
the way. It was this mistaken idea that was at the root of all the troubles that 
eonvulsed the Bombay Presidency during the last two years, and that caused 
riots wherever the plague and the plague policy made their appearance. We 
are thankful to Government for having plainly admitted its mistake. We.wish 
the Government had in its resolution laid stress on the desirability of securing 
popular support for plague measures to be really effective, and they should have 
impressed on plague officers generally that they should adopt invariably a 
conciliatory attitude in dealing with the people, and render such lamentable 
incidents as the suicide of Hayagrivdcharya an absolute impossibility in the 
future. ‘lhe absence of any such warning conveyed to plague officers is a very 
serious drawback in the text of the resolution, and we wonder how Lord 
Sandhurst, who lately said a good deal about it in the Library Hall at Poona, 
failed to refer to it in his formal resolution. Another salient point to be noticed 
is the total. abolition of passes and railway detention camps. The frightful 
anomaly of a full-blown plague: pass obtained from one plague officer being 
considered waste-paper by another plague officer will no longer be experienced, 
as plague passes themselves are abolished. Whether our officers in Poona will 
henceforward dispense with their system of passes, which are required by the 
railway coaching clerks before issuing railway tickets to intending passengers, 
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remains to be seen. As all passes are abolished, we do not see why these special 
passes from chief volunteers should be allowed to remain. But we must confess: 
we are not sanguine of finding any great changes made in Poona on account of 
the appearance ofthe new resolution. The only change that is likely to be 
_ made in Poona is probably the discontinuance of the system of personal disin- 
fection and bathing, so strictly enforced at. the railway station. We shall, 
however, come to know during the course of the next week what our chief plague 
authority means to do at Poona. The Government have now pinned their faith 
upon strict medical examination of passengers and surveillance. This is, we are | 
afraid, rather too harsh upon long-distance passengers. It is a fact of every- 
day occurrence that such passengers have their temperature slightly raised 
above the normal through the fatigues of -a long journey. It must be remem- 
bered that generally the people of this country cannot afford to have the same 
comforts in their railway journey as second and first class European passengers 
enjoy. The latter have their chhota huzaris and breakfasts and tiffins and suppers 
at regular hours and have ample accommodation in the vehicles to pass their time 
at ease. The Native passenger has, on the other hand, to pass his time in carriages 
which are often frightfully over-crowded, and has besides to go without any meals 
for heurs together. It is no wonder he finds his temperature rise as his journey 
progresses. This fact has, we are afraid, not been sufficiently realised by the 
Government in directing that a slightly higher temperature may entail deten- 
tion. No doubt the Government has left some discretion to the medical officer, 
but in the hands of an over-scrupulous and over-zealous officer such a rule is 
likely to work very harshly. One safeguard, however, is that itis only 
the chief medical authority that is entitled to detain any passengers. Not- 
withstanding the amount of care taken by the Government to draft its 
resolution, we must confess to a feeling of surprise at its utter failure to lay 
down a definite and comprehensive plague policy dealing in all its various 
aspects. Roughly speaking, the resolution only declares the policy of the 
State as regards travellmg and railways only. ‘This, however, though an 
important department of plague work, is by ali means not the most important 
department. In what way piague is to be handled when once it has made its 
appearance in a town or village, whether Government is to open its own hospi-. 
tals or allow castes and communities to open their own, whether these hospitals 
must necessarily be in a place away from the city (as was insisted on in Poona) 
or in the heart of the city (as was freely allowed in Bombay), whether plague 
cases must be removed from the house or might be allowed to be treated by 
friends and relatives in a separate room in the house itself, what is to be done 
with the contacts, whether segregation is to be compulsory and for what period, | 
whether it is to be so strict as even to preclude respectable persons from going 
to other places on urgent business (as was done last time in Poona in the case 
of a retired Deputy Collector, who wanted to go to another city to see his son © 
who was on his death-bed and who actually died in a few days)—these and 
various other similar questions deserved a thorough solution at the hands of the 
Government in erunciating their new and revised plague policy. Yet it is these 
very matters on which the resolution has not a word to say. Weare not even 
told whether a supplementary resolution will be issued dealing with all these 
important questions, If nosuch resolution is going to be shortly published, the 
present resolution is absolutely useless as far as an actual plague epidemic is 
concerned. Well might the people cry out against the mountain in labour 
having brought forth only a tiny mouse ! ikea 


19. ‘he new plague rules want a good deal in clearness in some parts, and 
| z are manitestly objectionable from one or two points 

_Muhrdtta (1), 23rd Oct. of view. In the, first place, want of uniformity of 
operation was the besetting evil of the old rules. This want of uaiformity arises 
from dividing people into “ clean ” and “ unclean,” and not into “ coming from 
affected. places” and “coming from non-affected places.” A division in the 
latter categories can be definitely made, and being consonant with a sound 
principle and common sense can never be objected to by anybody whose com- 
plaints Government should care to heed. But a division of men into the first 
categories is difficult to‘ make; must often be fanciful, and must always be 
invidious. The most clean person coming-from an affected place is certainly 
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more dangerous in these days than the most unclean person coming from a.. 
place which is free from the epidemic ; but the present rules, as they are, show 
more indulgence to the first than to the second class of persons. This is extremely 
unsound, As the practice of certificates issued by local patils or magistrates or 
plague authorities has been in vogue for the last twelve months and has been found 
almost successful, we think it should be continued in future, and as Govern- 
ment officers of one kind or another must ultimately be put faith in, and as the 
line hes to be drawn somewhere, it is better to draw it at such certificates and 
to rule that persons possessed of them will be, as a matter of right, exempted 
from detention or disinfection at any place. But the rules as they are, and as 
they probably will be enforced, make no clean cut distinctions, but leave every- 
thing to the discretion of the plague authorities, who sometimes, owing to the 
hurry of the moment, and sometimes owing to the freakfulness.of their minds 
elated by authority, do injustice and injury to the travellers. ‘Then again the 
rules, though so elaborate and descriptive, do not at ail describe the process 
of inoculation, which is shrouded in mystery and upon which an authoritative 
declaration is highly necessary. The Government resolution again makes’ no 
mention of the measures which are to be used when the plague does attack a 
place. Experience must have made Government wiser with regard to this as 
the other kind of plague measures, and we wonder how the Government reso- 
lution makes no reference to the measures for stamping out the plague. What- 
ever Government may have to say about them, it is high time that they said it 
with clearness and definiteness, The rules as to segregation and evacuation 
demand the urgent attention of Government in this connection. People should 
like to know what share of trouble Government is going to undertake in making 
provision for the accommodation of people who are suddenly called upon to 
vacate their houses, We have heard that the orders of Government with regard 
to evacuation at least are of late greatly relaxed, but in the absence of an autho- 
ritative declaration on that point, great mischief will continue to be caused to 
people in the mofussil on account of the liberty of action given to each plague 
officer and the individualism he must necessarily import into the matter. One 
thing, again, of some importance has been omitted from the detailed and elaborate 
Government resolution. It is about the duty of the responsible and specially 
appointed Government officers at every town or village to issue certificates stating 
whether the place is affected or non-affected. Such certificates seem to have been 
contemplated by Government, and the Government resolution, while dealing with 
disinfection and possible excmption from it, presupposes the issue of such certifi- 
cates, and we hope Government will clear this along with other points ina 
supplementary resolution. The spirit of the present Government resolution is 
liberal, and let-us hope the execution of it will also be libera!. After sucha 
resolution the subordinate executive should find no difficulty in understanding 
that Government means them to use their discretion liberally so as to cause - 
the least possible inconvenience and trouble to the people. It is not too much 
to expect that the operation of the Government resolution is intended by 
Government to be also uniform throughout the presidency. As it is, the want of 
uniformity between the regulations at different places even within the British 
territories is éxtremely disgusting, ard we hope that Mr, Wingate will'see to an | 
immediate canceliation of every rule or regulation that may in the slightest 
degree contravene the letter or spirit of the Government resolution lately issued. 


20. While we are willing to give credit to the Government for its solicitude 
tomake these rules as little harsh and inconvenient as 
possible, we cannot say that it has done all to remove 
these elements which drove people to exasperation last year. It is undoubtedly 
a step in the right direction to abolish quarantine and passes. It is also proper 
that inoculated persons should be exempt from medical examination. So far 
we may congratulate the Government. We regret, however, we cannot entirely 
approve of the rules regarding medical examination of passengers by rail. 
These are now put on the same plane as passengers by sea. Now, it is notorious 
that the examination of temperature by thermometer was much complained of, 
and was the subject of many bitter complaints. Blackmailing in connection 
with it was equally notorious. So that the same vicious system of which 
passengers by sea complained is now introduced, albeit slightly modified, in the 
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medical examination of passengers by rail. A crowded third class carriage by 
itself is liable to increase the “ normal’? temperature. Considerable hardship 
and vexation must certainly ensue, and the old complaint will again be re- 
vived. And yet it ison the people who generally travelin the last class, but who 
are most useful to trade and industry and to Government itself, that the rules will 
operate most harshly. We should not be surprised if it leads to excitement and 
trouble at the examination camps. More or less the same scenes which were 
to be witnessed at Anand last year, and which were the subject of bitter com- 
plaint and severe criticism, will be re-enacted. His Excellency Lord Sand- 
hurst personally, we know, is most sympathetic. He may give instructions 
that the examiners’ and their underlings will consult the feelings and senti- 
ments of the masses, and behave in a manner so as to cause the least annoyance 
and hardship. But, after all, the measures have to be carried out by the latter. 
Neither do.we see of what earthly use disinfection will be. We take it to be 
a solemn farce. But farcical as the measure is for all practical intents and pur- 
poses, the way in which the farce was carried out last year at Anand should 
have plainly warned Government against reinstituting it. It will be an agree- 
able surprise to us to notice that the rules have in the long run worked smoothly 
with the least irritation and with no zwluwm on the poorer classes. It is now 
time to watch the new experiment. We are willing to give every credit to 
Government and in no way hamper its fresh preventive measures, which, it says, 
have been suggested by the experience of the past. All that we wish to see is 


that the measures are carried out soas to serve the object in view without 
causing the least irritation to the masses. 


21. The news as to the abolition of detention camps wherever they existed in 
Surya Prokish (23), 22nd connection with the plague has been received with un- 
Oct.,Ene.cols.  ~~S« Measured satisfaction by the public. We quiteapprove 
r of the necessity of subjecting the in-coming passengers 
to thorough medical examination and requiring them to daily present themselves 
before the medical officer of the ward for ten days. This: is all that, we be- 
lieve, is meant by surveillance. If so, we think the present mode of exacting 
sureties from passengers ought to be modified, and persons well known in the 
city ought to be allowed to pass free of the restriction, a mere record of their 
names and place of residence being kept and communicated to the medical 
officer of the ward concerned, whose duty it should be to see that no default is 
committed by those admitted io the indulgence, and as regards the others a fair 
latitude should be allowed them to furnish such sureties from among their 
friends and acquaintances in the city. Bearing in mind that by abolishing 
detention camps Government evidently mean that all possible freedom should 
be allowed ‘o travellers, it behoves Government officers in the mofussil to do 
away with restrictions which are at all calculated to interfere with that freedom, 
or render in-comers subservient or dependent on others, when they have their 
own friends duly qualified to meet the requirements of the surveillance rules. 


22. According to the new rules people will have to wait long at every 
y : station at which medical examination of passengers 
nti ada ha place and the doctors will detain a_pas- 
senger with a temperature one-tenth of a degree above the normal. Though the 
certificate of a commissioned medical officer or of « Native doctor authorized in 
this behalf by the Surgeon-General of Bombay can exempt persons from this 
trouble, very few can afford to pay the requisite fees and get certificates from 
these doctors. It would have conduced to the convenience of many had all 
medical graduates of the University been empowered to issue these certificates, 
A few concessions are made in favour of the inoculated, but all cannot avail 
themselves of them. As the new regulations will be earried into force, local 
difficulties will arise and changes will have to be made to meet them at the sacri- 
fice of the uniformity of plague measures. We do not believe any new conces- 
sions are made in the now plague wiles, since even before their promulgation 
there was no quarantine in the British districts. ‘They do not, however, put an 
end to the quarantine system in Native States or deprive the local officials of the 
power to have their own plague arrangements. The people of Poona uave thus 
no chance of escaping the disinfecting bath at the local railway station. It 
is, however, satisfactory to note that the Europeans and their servants are recog- 
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nised in the new plague rules to be like ordinary mortals, and though we can- 
not be sure about these rules being strictly enforced, we may deem ourselves 
happy in that there is no express exemption from these rules in the case of 
Europeans and their servants. 


23. We see from the revised plague rules which were published last 
Monday that our previous information regarding 
them was substantially correct. That much thought 
has been given in their preparation is evident: from 
the context, but we cannot say that some of the thought expended on their 
framing has been of a wise character. As we observea last week, those rules 
which prescribe medical examination of passengers travelling by rail, their 
detention under certain conditions, and the exploded revival of disinfection — 
these are most likely to create fresh trouble and again raise an outcry. ‘The 
examination by means of thermometer was the subject of loud complaint among 
passengers by sea, and if it is intended to have a repetition of a similar exami- 
nation this year in connection with the railway passengers, it may be antici- 
pated that complaints of a better character are sure to crop up. <A great deal 
will certainly depend on the medical officers themselves. It is, no doubt, a 
concession to popular sentiment to say that no subordinate officer will have the 
authority to detain a passenger. But it should be borne in mind that even 
superior medical officers are not without insolence of office. Are there not vases 
of such insolence in the past? What guarantee is there that unsympathetic 
medical officers will not harass and annoy people, especially those travelling 
third class? It is they who are the backbone of Bombay lifc every“way. It is 
for them that we put forth our voice. First and second class passengers are 
tolerably well-to-do and able to take care of themselves and even to lay their 
grievances at the right door. But not so the helpless and inarticulate third 
class passengers. No doubt, from their ways of living and social position, 
pestilence is to be found most in theranks of these. But what we have to 
remind the Government ‘of is that these are the classes who were put to 
the greatest annoyance and zu/um—that these were the classes who were 
ultimately driven to exasperation, and were for atime on strike, dislocating 
local trade. If the system of examination and other methods of finding out a 
plague-stricken patient are the same as were In vogue last year, we must 
say a loud outcry will again be heard. We are not insensible to the sympa- 
- thetic spirit of Government in the matter. We are alive to its responsibility 
- and the grave duty it has te discharge, But we do say, in face of these facts, 
that, however well a system may look on paper, it is altogether a different thing 
when carried out in practice. For, after all, as we have said over and over again, 
it is not measures, however perfect they may he, which are complained of so 
much as the wen who are entrusted to carry them out. Unless, therefore, the 
men now told off for the duty of medical examination are the right men, per- 
suasive and sympathetic, and devoid ‘of all official insolence and what not, the 
same cry will be repeated which was to be heard about this time last year. Let 
the Bombay Government fully realise what it may mean after its bitter ex- 
perience of the past. The camp at Anand last year was simply scandalous every 
way. It is to be hoped that there will be no second edition of the Anand camp 
episode this year at all the detention camps, north and south, Again, we do 
not know of what carthly use is ‘disinfection. In our opinion, it is as much of 
an exploded myth as segregation and quarantine in a populous city like Bom- 
bay or Calcutta. Itis most perfunctorily done and is next to useless. It is, 
however, something to know that the Government has now officially recognised 
inoculation. Thus while in some minor matters the new rules are an improve- 
ment, in principal matters they are still the same, though in a refined garb. 
Let us watch how they work. The people are docile and are unlikely 
to give the least trouble to the authorities unless the authorities themselves 
do aught to exasperate them. That remains to be seen. The practical work- 
ing will soon tell us whether much wisdom gvas spent in the framing of the 
new rules. None would be more willing to give credit to Government than 
oursélves if the system works most satisfactorily. But at present,we are sceptic 
on the point, judging from the experience of the last two years. (The same 
paper, in its vernacularcolumns, observes that the new plague rules are very 
good and have met-with the approval of the people.) 


Kaiser-e-Hind (18), 23rd 
Oct., Eng. cols. 
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24. It is a fortunate ak mre that Government, after a trial of full 

eae two years, have realised the truth of the loud com- 
ee eee olaiata raised by the press against the quarantine and 
pass systems and have abolished those measures and issued new plague rules 
enforcing strict medical examination only at certain railway stations. Govern- 
ment seem to be ignorant of the various hardships which third class _pas- 
_ Sengers are put to. It is natural that these poor passengers should feel tired 
in the midst of their uncomfortable surroundings while travelling long distances 
and that their temperature should show a sinall rise even though they may be 
healthy. It is highly desirable that if any such person is found with high 
temperature he should not be made to get down at an intermediate station, but 
should be allowed to travel in a separate compartment and kept under observa- 
tion at his destination. It would be better ifa medical man were appointed 
to travel with each train and to examine passengers at their destinations. 


25. ‘Though some of the new rules are likely to prove more inconvenient 
Praja Bandhu (20), 23rd than those for which they are substituted, the new 
ile cals et te et plague policy, on the whole, is sure to meet with the 
approval of the public to a great extent. Itis pleas- 
ing to note that after an extravagant expenditure incurred for the prevention 
and suppression of the plague, Government have seen fit to abolish some of the . 
mischievons plague measures, thereby making a reduction in the unnecessary 
expenditure incurred on account of them. 


26. We congratulate the Bombay Government on its new plague policy 
and on the abolition of the quarantine and pass 
systems, which, it seems, were introduced on avcount 
of the thoughtless pressure of some of the district officers ; but, at the same time, 
we warn the Governrnent that unless it keeps a keen watcn over the conduct of 
the officers concerned in carrying out the new measures, the good object which 
it has at heart will be defeated. The rule in connection with the medical 
examination of purda ladies is very wise and we request the Government to 
make it applicable to other high-caste ladies also and at the same time to allow 
female passengers to proceed on'their journey, though they might be deemed 
suspicious exses, and to keep them under observation at their destinations, 
instead of compelling them to get down at any intermediate station. It is also 
necessary that female passengers, old persons and persons suffering from 
ordinary ailments should be exempted from appearing, from day to day, before 
the plague authorities for surveillance and that arrangements should be made . 
to examine them at their own places, As regards the disinfection of clothes, it is 
desirable that Government should warn the officers not to spoil costly articles 
of apparel as shawls, woollen clothes, silk sais, &c. If Government ‘pay 
careful attention to these proposals, people will have no cause of complaint 
against the new plague policy. 


Gujardts (12), 25rd Oct. 


27. The publication of the new plague rules has produced a sense of ease and 
satisfaction everywhere, and we only hope they will be 

New plague rules and the worked with wisdom and sympathy at all inspection 
ne ert of —_ cor stations. The Viceroy’s speech contains a welcome 
cauaediiens i Miadak “6"° indication of the desire of the Supreme Government 
Gujardti (12), 23rd Oct. to relax the unduly stiff attitude they had assumed a 
Eng. cols. year ago in their instructions to the local Government 
to make municipalities pay by bleeding stones. Lord 

Sandhurst’s visit to Simla has secured for the presidency new plague rules and 
pecuniary assistance from the Supreme Government. What the exact contri- 
bution will be is not known; but we are glad that the Government of India 
are now disposed, after a conference with Lord Sandhurst, to give effect to the 
important principle which the decentralization scheme and the system of pro- 
vincial contracts originally recognized, that it was for the Imperial Government 
to bear extraordinary charges. Lord Sandhurst has throughout the conduct of 
plague operations been disposed to be sympathetic. “ Plato is dear, but truth 
is dearer still? : so said the stoics. We have high regard for His Excellency, 
who has had arduous work to do, but we have still higher regard for truth. We 
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cannot, therefore, manufacture contemporary history, though this process is 
every day going on in India to an amazing extent. Lord Elgin was a party to 
the plague policy followed in 1896-97 and the panic measures ‘that followed the 
Jubilee. His testimony, therefore, is not wholly disinterested, and we cannot 
_ sincerely subscribe to all that he said regarding a plague policy which is still 


responsible for the unjust detention of the Natu brothers. But we do not wish | 


to prosecute this unpleasant topic further. The whole presidency. will feel 
grateful to Lord Sandhurst for having secured a contribution from the Imperial 
exchequer, and Bombay especially will welcome the announcement with sincere 
satisfaction. Let us give credit where credit is due, but let no.one make the 
impossible atSempt to whitewash the dark spots on the sun. 


28. We understand that the chief plague authority in Poona has, in reply 
. to an enquiry from the editor of the Sudhdrak, stated 
New plague rules of the that no changés are likely to be made in the arrange- 
Bombay Governmentand the ments already existing in Poona through the appear- 
plague operations in Poona. a Vs a ee 
Dayan Prakesh (3), 24th ance of the new plague resolution. This is, indeed, 
Oct.. Eng. cols. very hard to understand. ‘The resolution distinctly 
declares that all passes are to be abolished, and yet, as 
would appear from the Sudharak, the system of passes in vogue in Poona for 
‘the last two months will remain in full swing. We do not see how the 
existence of this system could be reconciled with the express declaration of the 
resolution. The system is again absolutely unnecessary as we have on a former 
occasion distinctly proved. The further question of personal disinfection and 
bath at the railway station is also very important. ‘ There is not one word in 
the whole resolution that could warrant the continuance of .the system of per- 
sonal disinfection at thestation. The resolution refersagain and again to disinfec- 
tion of clothing and dirty bedding only when owned by persons coming from in- 
fected quarters. How Dr. Reade can stretch the wording of this resolution so as 
to embrace personal disinfection is a mystery known only to himself, So far as 
medical and general opinion goes, this personal bathing at the station is con- 
sidered a mere farce, that needlessly harasses the people without obtaining 
for them any corresponding substantial advantage. The people of Poona would, 
we are sure, be very grateful to the authorities if they would obey the wording 
of the resolution and discontinue their passes and baths at the railway. No 
doubt they will be told that all this isfor their benefit, but thisisa form of 
advice to which they have been too long accustomed to attach any great weight 
to it. People might very well exclaim against the possibility of any benefit to 
them from a system that has now been officially declared to be useless. 


29. The Sudhdrak says:—The rules at present obtaining at the Poona 

Station with respect to outside arrivals : “e not in keep- 

Alleged inconsistency be-- jing with either the letter or the spirit of he new plague 

tween the plague restrictions yyjes, in that they are required to undergo a disinfect- 
at present obtaining at Poona . yee PM ee 

and the new plague roles. ing bath. Similarly, though the system of passes is 

Sudha’rak (85), 24th Oct. now declared to be discontinued, people going out of 

Poona have to take passes from the volunteers. If 

local officials are thus to have their own arrangements, what is the use of issuing 


Government resclutions?. If the praise from some future historian, writing 


merely from records, is all that is aimed at, it is enough if the Government keep. 


its resolutions in its own records, 


~ 80. One Mr. M. G. Abhyankar writes to the Kesari to say that the com- 
vee plaint he had made through the columns of that paper 
Pe Moray, bath at (reported in paragraph 26 of the weekly Report Ne, 40 
Kesari (132), 25th Oct, Of 1898) having reached the ears of Captain Lockhart- 


Muir, he has set right all the matters regarding the 


disinfecting bath at the Poona Station, The writer further expresses a hope 


that if people will take due steps to get their grievances remedied. much of the 
present inconvenience arising from the plague measures will be lessened. ‘The 
editor of the Kesari endorses the views of the writer, and adds that though the 
complainant is put to some trouble, there is no doubt that attempts made for the 
reservation of rights and the removal of grievances prove in the end extremely 

neficial to the people. ; 
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81. The Kalidds makes room for an open petition, signed by ‘ People in 
7 distress” at Dhérwar,in which they state that they were 
An open petition from the happy for the last forty years since the assumption of 
en o* Dharwar to His the Government of India ‘by Her Majesty the Queen 
xcellency Lord Sandhurst. that she hei 1 ‘ aes 
Kalida’s (128), 14th Oct. at she being old has now entrusted all her authority 
to her representatives, who not only do not take proper 
care of them, but are everywhere encroaching upon their rights and harassing 
them in all ways, and that the plague is now making its ravages amongst 
them. They complain that the wages which were given them in the famine 
time were misappropriated by others, that they did not get even half a loaf of 
bread a day, and that the land revenue was collected from them under pressure. 
They further complain that the officials are now persecuting them under the 
pretext of preventing the spread of plague and do not allow them to leave their 
homes unless they are twice inoculated. In the end, they hope that their com- 
plaints will be duly considered or will at least be reported to Her Majesty the 
Queén. . 


32. Things are still going badly at Dharwdr. The plague is raging 
hess asides, oh tele. fiercely, but fiercer still is the discontent of the 
wit aed the discontent of the Pe?Ple on account of the unsympathetis attitude of 
people on account of the the Collector, Mr. Cappel. ‘That officer has proved his 
alleged unsympathetic con- strong official bias by his memorandum on the H Ayagri- 
duct Sa. Cappel, the -vacharya suicide case. But heseems to be determined 
Baa en (7), 23 1 Oct, +0 be discourteous, and since the incident in the muni- 

: Sikes cipality he has been consistent in the exhibition of 
a vad temper. His orders about inoculation and evacuation have completely 
dissatisfied the people, and the discomfort of the situation is aggravated by the 
overbearing conduct of the Collector. A certain gentleman at Dhérwar was 
unable to conceive how the Collector could issue orders as to inoculation which 
were directly contrary to the orders of Government and wanted to enquire about 
the approximate date when the evacuation of the city might be ordered. The 
following characteristic reply to him by Mr. Cappel (No. 6987, dated 28th 
September 1898) speaks for itself: ‘“(1) Double inoculation under the Dhér- 
wir rules means inoculation twice, each time witha full dose. The applicant 
ought to know this as he knows what wasdone at Hubli. (2) The Collector 
regrets that the control of the monsoon does not rest with him. He is unable 
to give a date from which vacation of infected sites can be carried out. (3) 
Copies of Government orders cannot be furnished to enquirers.” Now we 
really protest against rules as to inoculation varying with each town and 
being peculiar to each locality. When the Civil Surgeon of Dharwar would 
not “kill peopie by a second inoculation,” the Collector must either silence 
the Civil Surgeon or recognise single inoculation as a title to promised con- 
cessions, As between a professional doctor anda mere layman, people will 
naturally have greater faith in the advice of the former, and the Collector 
of Dhirwdr is practising the worst kind of tyranny in practically coercing 
the people to act up to his hobby. We appeal to Government on behalf of 
the Dharwiir people in this matter of inoculation which is very serious. With 
regard to paragraph 2 of the Collectcor’s letter, we wonder how the Collector— 
one of the celestial hierarechy—can be so full of humility as to disclaim all 
power to control the monsoons, Really it must be a revelation to all to know 
that Mr. Cappel is not the Meghraj. But may we not ask if the Collector could 
not have approximately stated the probable date of evacuation instead of saying 
such impertinent nonsense as he has said in paragraph 2? With regard to 
paragraph 3, we think all Government orders which are not strictly confidential 
ought to be shown to any enquirer, and Government orders as to inoculation or 
evacuation cav, we dare say, never be confidential, In short, a spirit of treating 
the people with contempt prevails in the actions of the Didrwar Collector, 
which, we think, is injurious to the people as well as to Government. Cannot 
Government at least transfer Mr. Cappel to some other place in order to stop 
the present friction between the people and the authorities ? 


33. The plague operations at Dhdrwir fully illustrate how the insolent 
, me behaviour of the European offivers inflicts greater 
Gurdkhi (128), 2th Oct. misery on the people than even the plague itself. It 
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plague rules at Sarat. 
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will be universally adunitted, that while the Civil Surgeon has apprehensions of 


evil effects arising from repeated injections of .the plague serum into the 
body, the Collector. is unnecessarily creating discontent among the people by 
refusing to grant the usual concessions to persons who have not been inoculated 
a second time. There have been in history numerous instances of kings 
having lost their glory ard kingdoms simply cn account of the discontent of 
the people. The Collector of Dharwir’s knowledge of matters medical amounts 
to a big zero, and we cannot understand how he will be able to administer his 
district “during these troublous times. Though ignorant himself, he dves not 
care to seek advice from others. It is a matter for regret if he is persecuting 
the subjects under his charge in the hope of «cquiring a C.I.E. ora OS.I. The 
Pe 9 a Dharwér have really a hard lot before them. The Civil Surgeon 

eclines to inoculate a second time, while the Collector insists on a2 man eotting 
himself inoculated twice, whether hc has to stay in the city or go out of it. We 
earnestly ask the Collector of Dhirwar to follow the counsels of such an 
experienced officer as Dr. Davidson. 


34, A correspondent writes :—Looking to the present condition of our 
Siclies 4 ea taleeliia city, I think it is advisable un the part of the Collector 
Dharwar to stop inceulation © Stop inoculation. Now that the whole town is 
in view of the present condi- badly affected, there is little chance that inoculation 
ma of the plague in that will be in any way successfully effective, , No = 
big experience has shown us in many casvs that inocula- 
a” (30), 19th Oct., an acts as one of the best antidotes against plague ; 
but at the same time it is found that the same remedy 
tends to expedite death if applied at an unseasonable time, z.c., when germs are 
already working in the body. ‘Therefore I hope that ‘the attention of the 
vigilant Mr. Cappel will be drawn to this important proposal. 


35. The compulsory evacuation of the infected localities is being gradually 

carried into force at Dharwar. A notion has gained 

Remarks on the plague ascendancy in the minds of the people that living 

io 968075 a ew ete in sheds is a sure way todeath. It is also reported 

aindtak Patra (42), 24th Ney , be gs 

Oct. that plague is raging more virulently in the sheds 
out of the city than in the city itself. 


og. If tne evacuaticn of the whole town of Dharwar be deemed necessary, 
ied ice oth Oct the District Collector should arrange to erect sheds 
ern Se “ outside the town, the nec2ssary expenses to be borne 
either by the local municipality or the Government, and allow the extremely 
poor to make use of them free of rent. The articles of food should be within 
their easy reach. A police force should be stationed in the neighbourhood for 
safeguarding of life and property, ‘The polive should also keep a watch over 
the property stored in the evacuated housvs. 


37. One or two suspicious cases having occurred at Gadag, the District 

Deputy Collector has, with the consent of the people, 

Plague preventivemeasures een contemplating a wholesale evacuation of the city 

at Ga: ag (Vharwar),. « oe a ae 

But the rains this year being more severe than usual, 

Rasik Ranjani (97), 19th 
Oct. the ground has become too damp and the peo le have 
been suffering irom cold, cough and other uilments. 

Residing in sheds under such circumstances is sure to prove injurious to the 
health ot the people, whether they be strong or weak. We therefore request 


the District Collector to take note of this and issue an order accordingly. 


- 88 Itis naturally expected that any resolution passed by tie Bombay 
Government should be duly given effect to by the 

‘Complaint regarding the officers in the mofussil thro ughout the presidency, but 
ponerence Of thenew it appears from the comploints raised by a corres- 
Alhbéve Islam (46), 27th pondent.ot a contemporary that the recent resolution 
Oct ; hinsen (50), 28th of the Bombay Government laying down its new 
Ort. plague policy is not at all respected at Surat, inas- 
much as passengors from Bombay and other infected 

places are required to produce passes from the places of their departure and to 
Hh some security or to stay for ten days in = detention camp before being 
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ey 


25 


allowed to enter the city... We request the Government to investigate into the 
matter and to see that the authorities at. Surat do not insist upon the production 
of passes and do not detain those who fail to produce them. [The Bhimsen 
expresses similar sentiments. ] . 


39. The Dnyan Chakshu publishesa notice addressed by one Kesu bin 
Ooiapensalien deuianbed oe Raghu Thakur to Dr. Ramchandra Atmaji, posted on 
losses incurred on account of Plague duty at Koregaon in the Sétdra District, de- 
ashed at Koregaon in the Manding from the said doctor Rs. 550, being the 
Satara District having been estimated compensation for loss incurred by the said 
Ee Ohakehe (97). 19th eS: Raghu on account of his shed having been set on 
CT (“1), 1th fire without any previous notice to him and without 
removing the things stored up in it. ‘The complainant 
asserts that there was in the shed all his property, consisting of ornaments, clothes, 
corn, agricultural implements and other necessaries which he had removed there 
from the city in the belief that he would not be able to go back to his house in 
the city for at least three or four months. He also calls attention to the fact that 
there was no plague case in his shed and that his brother’s wife, though she had 
fallen a victim to plague, was living in a separate shed purposely erected for 
her by her husband. Inthe end, the complainant declares his intention of 
filing a regular suit for damages in case the abovementioned compensation 
should not be paid to him within eight days. 


40. A correspondent supplies to the Indu Prakdsh a detailed account 
of a robbery..recently committed at Dundgaon in the 
Stggestion to Government Javli s~bdivision of the Satara District at the house 
es tig village officers with of a well-to-do shoe-maker, and proceeds to make 
Indu Prakash (29). 24th the following observations :—If the inhabitants of a 
Oct. village be allowed to possess a few weapons, some eight 
or ten dacoits will not possibly dare attack them. 
It is therefore desirable that Government should either post armed policemen 
in each village, or liberally give to the villagers permits under the Arms Act 
and thus carry out the task of defending their subjects from danger which they 
have expressly undertaken by disarming them. But since Government will 
not have courage enough to do either of tiese things, they should at least allow 
the village police patel, Ramoshis (village watchmen) snd some others to keap 
weapons in their possession. It ought to be remembered that the subjects when 
armed will never fail to support Government so long as they are ruling in 4 
just and impartial manner. Now that the dacoits have once seea that they 
can with impunity carry on their business at the expense of their neighbours, 
their number will rapidly increase, and if the Government awake from its stupor 
after the rich have been plundered by these robbers, it will then be too late. — 


41. The Belgaum Samdchdér complains about” soldiers bathing naked 

Tho swimming tanks 12 Certain newly constructed tanks by the side of the 
specially constructed for Wengurla Road and female passers-by being thereby 
soldiers at Belgaum andin- much inconvenienced, and suggests that the road in 


convenience to passers-by. question being a much frequented one, the Engineering 
” 5 q 3 o re 
ante emer O99) Department should put up a screen between the tanks 


and the road. 


42. The Hitechchhu disapproves of the practice which is in vogue at 

Ahmedabad and other places in the mofussil of post- 

Request to the Collector ing notices regarding the assessment of income-tax 

of Ahmedabad and Goyern- jin ‘public streets, says that before the persons concern- 

ment in connection with : f a i d 
income-tax notifications post- @d can get an opportunity of reading them an 

ed in streets. making a protest against the decisions of the Income- 

Hitechchiu (65), 27th Oct. tax officers the notices are removed and destroyed by 

| mischievous children, and tht they are taken by sur- 

prise on receipt of “ service bearing ”’ reminders when it is too late to take any 


action in the matter. The paper requests the Collector of Alimedabad and also 
the Bombay Government to give every facility to the people in the mofussil to 
make an. appeal to the proper authorities by sending them service-bearing 


notices by post in the first instance. 
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483, The Praja Pokdr requests the Surat Police to keep a keen watch over 
| a band of about 35 Sédhus (mendicants) who, the 


Request to the Surat Paper says, having recently arrived in the city from 


Polive. Baroda, enter the houses under the pretext of begging 
Praja Poker (79), 26th alms, and not only annoy the occupants and demand 
te money of them, but desire to know who are rich in 

the street. 
Education. 


44, The tenth annual report of the Victoria. Jubilee Technical Institute, 
as presented by Mr. Wadia’s Committee, appears to 
Remarks on the tenth heavery encouraging and gratifying record of the 


annual report of the Victoria work of the Institute during the last twelve months. 
Jubilee Technical Institute, 


Bombay. It shows at a glance what the Committee, or ratner 
Rast Goftér (21), 28rd Mr. Wadia, who is the life and soul of the Committee, 
Oct., Eng. cols. kas done in twenty different directions to bring the 


college on a Jine with some of the cognate institutions 
‘in Great Britain and the Continent. Judging by the results, it appears that 
the theoretical and practical education imparted at the institution must be the 
best of its kind. It is to be regretted that Government do not see their way to 
increase their annual grant of Rs. 30,000 by Rs. 5,000 as requested by the Com- 
mittee of the Institute. The institution is doing good work for the city, and an 
increase of Rs. 5,000 a year would bea mere flea-bite to Government, con- 
sidering the great benefit that will be derived from it. 


Railways. | 


45. A correspondent from Karjat thus writes to the Sudhakar :—Though 
Karjat is one of the prominent stations on the G. I. P. 

Necessity of a railway Railway line, and though it has two separate platforms 
iy ge 5 ol . ag — for the up and down trains, great inconvenience is 
wer. nee caused by there being no bridge to cross the rails. 
Sudhdkar (167), 22nd Besides, there is only one ticket office, and when, as it 
Oct. sometimes happens, both the up and down trains 
: arrive simultaneously at the station, for instance at 

4-30 p.m, and 2-30 a.m., one finds it very difficult to reach one’s train without 
getting crushed under one of the ghaut engines which are steaming along the 
intermediate rails. Sometimes a goods train is shunting on these rails, and 
there is every likelihood of some serious accident happening at this station some 
day. I cannot see how this defect has escaped the attention of the managers 
of the Company, who have in other respects so efficiently managed the whole 
line. I hope the G.I. P. Railway Company will remove this inconvenience by 


erecting a cross bridge. 
Native States. 


46. It is impossible for us to say by what magic power Colonel Wray has 
been so far charming the members of the Bombay 

Disapproval of Colonel Government and securing for himself an unbridled 
Wray's bar riya ge liberty as a plague administrator. All that we can 
ak etl ae Country. Say, however, is that the anomaly of Colonel Wray’s 
Mahre'tta (7), 23rd Oct. | administration has been a standing disgrace to the 

| discipline of the Bombay Government. His code of 

piague regulations is phenomenally harsh and unprincipled. Detention for 
twenty days, punishment of people in his disfavour with enforced detention 
-for an indefinite period of time, favouritism in issuing passes, his boastfulness of 
the success of his own measures and his ‘‘ contemptuous disparagement of 
neighbouring Collectors ’”’ for their alleged failure, his ill-treatment of the Native 
Princes, his high-handed dictates to ihem in the matter of plague measures, his 
fanciful orders as to the day and midnight roil-calls, his neglect of the health 
and comfort of persons detained in quarantine camps, his zeal in harassing 
people suspected to be the authors of complaints in the public press, and 
‘lastly the amusing stories about his seeking retuge and personal safety in a distant 
hill-fort and his fumigating furniture and even postal packets for fear of plague 
infection—all these things have completely disgusted the people who are so 
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unfortunate as to have to go to or live in the territories he administers, and it is 
no wonder if upon him the people look as a veritable Sultan whom Government 
have let loose upon the Southern Mardétha Country and against whom it has 
become hopeless to complain with success. It is notorious that Colonel Wray 
is not a bit of a medical expert, and yet he is suffered to legislate and execute 
just as his own sweet will directs. Letters after letters have appeared in 
the newspapers loudly clamouring against his actions, and plague officers at 
various places have been asking themselves who this Colonel Wray can be that 
is allowed by Government to show disrespect to certificates and passes; and yet 
Government do not think it worth their while to enquire into the doings of this 
arbitrary plague administrator and to put a stop to the disgusting scandals 
which have gained a wide curreney, all to the discredit of the Bombay Govern- 
ment. Colonel Wray is only a subordinate officer and it is a mystery that he 
should have so long defied his masters. 


47. The Gurdkhi addresses a long apostrophe to Colonel Wray, the Poli- 
jks rieN @ tical Agent, Southern Mardtha States, in regard to 
ia cite risen his ines arrangements, of which the following forms 
a part :—The authority that is bestowed upon you is not to enable you to harass 
the people and treat them with cold contempt under the impression that no harm 
will arise from a rough handling of them. If you will continue in this belief 
in future, the people will be driven to adopt undesirable means instead of 
wishing well to the officials, and then though you may repent ‘of your past 
actions it will be too late. Why should you keep a quarantine of twenty 
days when the quarantine period allover the country is only ten days? By 
dishonouring the passes granted by the Collectors of the British districts you 
have only shown your narrow-mindedness. In the end, we hope you will 
dismiss your crafty and cringing advisers and show some improvement in your 
future conduct, 


Intelligence extracted from the Press. 


Pe ae 48. We hear that two pupils of the Bijapur 
boys poi ‘the Bijépur High School have been ordered to be dismissed by 
High School forhaving taken the higher educational authorities for having taken 
part in the rejoicings held part in the rejoicings held over the release of Mr. 
for the release of Mr. Tilak. ‘Tilak. We refrain at present from making any re- 
wer — Varbhar (200), marks in the matter until accurate information is 
a « ad obi * ed. 


49. It is extremely disgraceful to the police officers, who pique them- 
selves upon their excellent arrangements, that a gang 
A daring robbery in the of robbers should attack a house situated in a densely 
city of Poona and the local jonulated part of Poona. We do not understand why 
goo (122), 26th Oct. the Government should waste lakhs of rupees on their 
iter lice establishment if the police force cannot check — 
such occurrences. Last Friday a dozen armed robbers came down, at about 
midnight, on the house of one Telagu man named Balaram, wounded the 
inmates with their weapons, and taking all that they could lay hands upon made 
away. The neighbouring families, though roused by the noise, could not render 
any help to the unfortunate people, as the robbers had taken care to fasten from 
outside the doors of all the houses in the neighbourhood. In our opinien, there are 
two chief causes which brought about this robbery—the economy of the municipa- 
lity and the laziness of the police. The lamps in the streets nad all gone out and the 
police on the night watch in the different parts of the city were so negligent that 
they were not attracted to the spot though there was so much noise. We are 
therefore of opinion that instead of bringing to book the actual offenders, the 
policemen to whose neglect of duty this robbery is due should be punished 
first. Thereby they will at least be careful in future not to neglect their duty 
But are the Government officers bold enough to prosecute the policemen ? 


G. M. SATHE, 
Reporter on the Native Press, 


Office of the Reporter on the Native Press, 
New Secretariat, Bombay, let November 1898. 
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Pandhari Mitra ... se ome e Do. ay ak a A ie 169 
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pee OO ee See as ae 2) 
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186 |‘The Aina-i-Hind ... soe ...< Bombay ses ..4 Monthly ... ‘es 500 2 
187 » Alam Aphroz Bambai ... .. + Do. is ( Tri-monthly _... 200 
188 ,, Azad Punch ie ats - Do. iss ...( Weekly ... us 300) 
189 »» Eombay Punch Bahadur... ne oe bes on MN. Nee nia 500 
ee ee eee me ae a ar ae 
191 » Jahanuma.., eee ove eee se) Do. eee ne Bc vee oes 
192 » Makbul-e-Aalum aes hs ...| Ahmednagar ... ooh AMOs ene is 900 
193 ,, Munsif-i-Deccan .. ose ‘ | Bombay soe cool Daily... " — «©€80 
194 » Muslim Heraic ... oP és soi ae ace ooe| Weekly... ‘ie 1,500 
195 » Naydr-i-Islam ... ee. | Do. oe ee ee te. es 
196 9 Safir... eee eee eee eve son Do. eee eee Do. con ox 150 
197 5, Sult4n-ul-Akhbar... oes see oi To. ea soo] LAMY — sus ial 15) 
: | 
‘ Mara’THI AND Ka’NARESE. | 
198 | The Chandrika is iss on ...| Bagalliot .. Weeki ae im 100 
199 » AWarnéitak Vaibhav nee ee .-| Bijapur ‘i a”? ae es o00 
200 5, siddheshvar Pie se oa. : ee ee 150 
201 ieee sie mee i | Kérwiar a Do. a 453 
MaRA’rit AND URDU. 
202 | The Gulbarga Samachar _... ve | Gulbarga »-.| Weekly ... wis 450 
PORTUGUESE-KONKANI. 
203 ew Luso-Concanim ... ov» ss» — ses| Bombay oes o..| Weekly ... sa F00 


Notes.—A. The notices from the different Newspapers have been collected in the Report under different heads 
which are printed in italics. 


B. The names of Newspapers are printed in the margin of the Report in italics, and the number of the News- 
paper in the above list is printed in brackets after the name, 


©. The system of spelling vernacular words followed by the Reputer is the same as that adopted in the 
Official Spelling List of the Bombay Presidency. One peculiar feature of this system is that wnen the long (a Sy 
or d) is the last letter of a word, the accent is left out, and the short a(S =u in gun) is. to prevent confusion, 
never placed at the end of a word, This rule has been strictly followed, except that when the skort a appears to be 
absolutely necessary to complete the pronunciation of a word, asin Aruncdaya or the well-known Witra, it is printed 
with a mark over it to indicate that it is short, thus—-d. 


D. The figures giving the circulation or number of copies published of each newspaper and pericdical as 
furnished by the proprietor, are not guaranteed as accurate, and in some instances must be regarded with zaution. 
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Polétics and the Public Administration. 


1. Since we wrote last on the subject, we were rather surprised to find 
_ that acontemporary has made Sir James Westland 
oy Excellency Lord Elgin the scape-goat for the blundering administration the 
as Viceroy of India. 2<= : . ° 
Phanix (8), 26th Oct. end of which is drawing nigh. Sir James Westland is 
certainly one of the men who have to answer for the 
failure of the present administration, but to call him Lord Elgin’s evil genius is 
stretching the point too far. He might have replied to Mr. Thorburn’s scathing 
denunciation of the frontier policy at Simla, but the minute which has been 
published by the Pioneer makes it as clear as the noon-day sun that he has tried 
his best to persuade the Government not to launch upon the frontier policy. 
If any official helped in the institution of the press prosecutions, it was not 
Sir James Westland, but Sir John Woodburn, the present Lieutenant-Governor 
of Bengal. Sir James Westland’s violent language at the Council meetings is 
undoubtedly deserving of censurc, but we should not confound the issues on that 
account and place the saddle on the wrong horse. The advisers of Lord Elgin 
are chiefly responsible for the policy of repression and retrogression which has 
distinguished his administration, but he himself has to share the brunt of the 
blame. He should not have undertaken the duty entrusted to him unless he was 
prepared to do it justice. If he intended to be a mere puppet in the hands 
of his advisers, sitting with folded hands and letting things take their course 
when his personal interference was greatly needed in ordcr to promote or arrest 
their progress, he had certainly no right to undertake the onerous task entrusted. 
to his care. He ought to have risen equal to the exigencies of the situation and 
not to have committed his conscience to the keeping of others. It was during 
his regime that the mandate theory was first heard of in India. It would have 
been all very well if the mandatc had meant the mandate of Parliament. But 
it did nothing of the sort. It meant the mandate of a Secretary of State who 
looks upon the people from whom he draws his splendid salary as a race of 
barbarians. Here was a nobleman going back on his own word for the sake of 
conciliating the greed of Manchester, It was expected that when he found !s 
wishes to be in direct conflict with the wishes of the Secretary of State, and when 
the latter would not give in, he would resign his office. The Viceroyalty of 
India may have charms of its own, but before one succumbs to those charms, 
one has to see that there is no abandonment of personal convictions nor 
surrender of private judgment. But Lord Elgin and his counsellors calmly 
submitted to the orders from home and began glibly talking of the mandate 
theory and that kind of thing by way of applying a salve to their conscience. 
But the people of India, however barbarous they may be suspected to be, could 
see through the game and knew how the wind sat. | 


2. We are exceedingly delighted at the views expressed by Lord Curzon, 

the Viceroy-elect, at a banquet given on the 25th 

Lord Curzon at a banquet Qetober by old Etonians, and pray the Almighty that 

givon by off Btontans. His Lordship might be enabled to give practical effect 
Deshi Mitra (58), drd Nov.; ; = : eS 

Broach Samachar (83), 3rd to those views. | The Broach Samachar, on the COn- 

Nov. trary, remarks that looking to past experience it 3s 

not safe to be carried away by an expression of the 


present views of the Viceroy-elect. | 


8. Under the heading “ Our Critic,” the Akhbdr-e-Islim writes :—We hope 
our new Viceroy, Lord Curzon, willact according to the 
views expressed by him, though we are afraid that, 
like many previous Viceroys and Governors who failed 
to carry out in India the policy which, while in England, they promised to 
follow, Lord Curzon might change his original views after arrival in this country. 
We shall, however, be glad if His Lordship is not persuaded by his advisers to 
vive up his views. 
4, Itis problematic whether the views expressed by Lord Elgin and 
Bhimsen (50), 2nd Nov Lord Curzen regarding the manner in which the 
a ’ sa British established their rule in India will meet with 
support from the people of India and will be acquiesced in by other nations, 
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because there is no historical corroboration of them. Undoubtedly India is 
at present under the paramount British power, but history does not show 
that the whole country was won by the sword by the British as the Muham- 
madans had done before them, It is a matter for satisfaction, however, that 
the relations between the British rulers an:l the people of this country are 
those of parents towards children. Owing to the paternal love shown by the 
rulers the Natives are Joyal to the core and consider the British rule as good as 
Ram Riij (the beneficent reign of Ram) and will continue to do so in future. 
We only request Goveraors and Viceroys to be more and more kind towards 
their subjects, to confer upon them further privileges and to give them 
impartial justice in order to make them as submissive as a cow. 


5. The Afridi Jirgahs have been summoned to Peshawar, and certain 
proposals are to be submitted to them for acceptance. 
Remarks on the proposals The exact amounts to be paid to the tribes have 
submitted for acceptance hy nowhere been mentioned in the proposals, and that is 
the Afridi Jirgahs. : Le ae 
Mahretta (7), 20th Oct. perhaps the chief thing an Afridi will care for. 
if the subsidy is to be as much as the Jirgah likes, 
they will perbaps never enquire into the wording of the other conditions. 
The conditions are of course worded with great foresight and even legal 
acumen, Thus the first part of clause 1 is no condition, but only a state- 
ment cf fact, which, if accepted by the Jirgah, may very well act as an 
estoppel to them. But the Afridis arc people who neither care for such 
subtleties, nor would fecl any restraint if bent upon doing any mischief. 
Ordinarily, they are peaceful neighbours, and it cannot be said that they were 
aggressors in the last war. When provoked to fight, however, they did fight, 
and admirably, and a hundred speeches like the one made by Lord Elgin at 
Simla could not alter the fact that the Afridis came out of the fight better than 
our army. If, as Lord Elgin claims, the Afridis were defeated, the payment of 
the subsidies is unnecessary. But the British Government, while paying the 
tribute themselves, leave nothing to makea show that they, and not the Afridis, 
are the real victors in the affair. .P.S.—Since the above was written, we learn 
that the Jirgahs have unconditionally accepted the terms. 


6. British Imperial policy employs Indian soldiers to fight for British supre- 
macy in Egypt and East Africa, and allows the Indian 

Indians in South Africa ecoolie to work for the Africander in his field under 
wey ag age 34, the African sun, Mr. Chamberlain, the great apostle 
Ov. Uae. sola. en a Imperial unity, talks of drawing thescattered units 
‘ of the Empire closer so as to secure the integrity of 

the Empire on a firmer basis ; but if the poor Indian immigrant is subjected to 
degrading disqualifications in Transvaal, Mr. Chamberlain is helpless because 
Transvaal is the Boers’ Republic; if he is excluded from Cape Colony and 
Rhodesia, Mr, Chamberlain is helpless because those are self-governing colonies ; 
if they choose to turn the Indians out bag and baggage he cannot interfere. 
And yet in the same breath he would talk pompously of imperialism and inclu- 
sion of all Her Majesty’s subjects in the equal participation of all the advan- 
tages that would accrue to British commerce from the Imperial policy. India 
is a part of the British Empire and (when it suits the purpose) it is called the 
brightest jewel in the British diadem and is called upon to take her part in the 
making of the empire and in the creation of new markets: the Indian soldiers 
and officers are patted on the back for their gallantry, particularly for their 
“cheerful bearing up against African heat and sand ; but when the Indians come 
to assert their rights as subjects of the British Empire, they become intolerable. 
They are welcome as coolies, as indentured coolies particularly ; but if they come 
as traders, a broad hint is given them by exclusive legislation and rough treat- 
ment. The Africander is not the free justice-loving Britain; on the African 
soil he becomes a travesty of the Briton. Even the advocacy of the Africander 
has a deteriorating effect ; Mr. Chamberlain is a Radical, but as Secretary for 
the Colonies he has proved little better than a Jingo. ‘The treatment of our 
countrymen in British South Africa has become a serious matter of a notoriously 
unjust policy and ought to engage the attention of the in-coming Viceroy, 
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7. When the Currency Committee, of which the ex-Secretary of State, 

Sir Henry Fowler, is the Chairman, will finish recording 

Po Indian PNiggebe J Com- evidence of the remaining witnesses may be a question. 
rd coll © In all probability, it is expected that the proceedings 
Kaiser-c-Hind (18), 30th Will be closed at the end of the current year. Mean- 
Oct., Eng. cols. while it is said that the evidence of at least one Indian 
witness will be taken. That witness happens to be 

just now in London and hails from our own city.’ It is said that Mr. Merwanji 
Rustomji, a veteran exchange broker occupying a prominent position on the 
Bombay stock exchange, has been invited to give evidence. It is to be 
hoped he will be able to submit the Bombay view of matters. In this respect, 
it was much to be wished that an Indian well versed in our import and export 
trade, and fully able to give an independent opinion on the economies of the 
problem from the Indian point of view, had been invited from each of the three 
presidencies. We should then have had a representative Indian view of the matter 
properly placed before the Currency Committee. Whether experienced Indians 
from Bengal and Madras have been deputed as witnesses we do not know. If 
the Indian Government has made no attempt at such selection, it would be a 
pure mockery for the Currency Committee to say afterwards that it nad the 
individual experience of one Indian gentleman before it. If, however, the selec- 
tion of Indian witnesses has been entrusted to the India Office, we can well 
understand the quality of the evidence which it will prefer recommending 
to the Committee. We may take it for granted that it will be Indian only in 
name. It remains to be seen whether Mr. Dadabhai Navroji, whose experience 
is unique, will be called by the Committee. It is now six weeks since 
he submitted his statement to that body, but he has not yet been invited for 
being cross-examined. No doubt, with a chairman of the intensely prejudicial 
character of Sir Henry Fowler, and with other noxious influences behind, 
specially of the India Office, which, it is notorious, bears no love to that veteran 
in Indian economics, it would be a miracle if Mr. Dadabhai is ultimately 
invited. No Indian could better submit the real views of Indian people before 
the Committee than Mr. Dadabhai, The Government seems to be entirely 
oblivious, in submitting its precious proposals touching the reform of our 
currency, as propounded by the genius of itsown paragon of a Finance Minister, 
of the fact that there cxists such a potential entity as 300 millions of Her 
Majesty’s Indian subjects, seventy per cent. of whom are tillers of the soil on 
whom the State has to depend for the principal sources of the revenue which 
contribute three-fourths of the entire gross revenue. ‘lhe Indian Govern- 
ment seems to have only one fixed idea in relation to this so-called currency 
reform. It only thinks of its budget and how it could meet the deficit caused by 
low exchange. Nota single individual has laid it bare before the Committe 
that exchange is certainly not the principal factor of the financial embarrass- 
ments; that, therefore, there is nothing the matter with the currency. If the 
Indian Government is unable to make the two ends meet, it is entirely owing to 
its culpable extravagance in the matter of the civil and military expenditure of 
the empire, especially the latter, which has been allowed to mount up by leaps and 
bounds without bestowing a single thought on the ability of those from whom 
the necessary taxes for this expenditure are raised. Nobody save Sir Forbes 
Adam has been able to tell the Committee that the free coinage of silver, even 
with the rupee at 9 pence, is no evil either to the Indian people or the Indian 
Government. We cordially thank Sir Forbes for this courageous expression cf 
his conviction. We are quite sure, knowing as we do the principal points of Sir 
Forbes—for he is one of the very few who have completely grasped the real situa- 
tion as to currency from the Indian point of view—that were he to be recalled 
he could place before the Committee a practical scheme of taxation in support 
of his proposal for the re-opening of the mints to free coinage of silver. So far 
as the Government is concerned, what is wanted is a change in the policy where- 
by the home charges, now costing somewhere about 24 krors of rupees, may be 
reduced to a modest limit. But this serious question has never been seriously 
considered. The Government, ostrich-like, has studiously avoided facing it. 
It is the policy alone which has brought the economic evils, and only a 
change of the policy will cure those evils. All else will be dross and sawdust, 
and we foretell that whatever its palliatives they will ultimately defeat the 
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object in view. Reduce the home charges and let the rupee be worth only 
nine pence, and we promise the Government that it still can carry on the 
expenditure of the empire without any extra taxation. Aye, it can even boast 
of surpluses which it has not done for halfa century. Thus when exerything 
is considered, it will all be found to centre in the fundamental proposal, 
namely, a change of policy, that is, a change in the method of governing India. 
The method of the last half century and upwards has to answer for the present 
evils, Like curses, this method has now only come to roost at home. But the 
Government; is still blind and attempts most strenuously to lead the blind. 
Such a procedure must ultimately end in disaster, aye, greater disaster than 
to be witnessed to-day. This is our opinion on the present currency situation. 


8. Itisa great disappointment to the people of Bombay to find that the 
Honourable Mr. Justice Parsons is not confirmed as 

Appointment of Sir Louis Chief Justice of the Bombay High Court owing to a 
Kershaw as Chief Justice of gertain technical difficulty ; but they trust that the 
ihaaen (BOT) Dig od Honourable Sir Louis Kershaw, the Chief Justice- 
| : elect, will give satisfaction by his ‘good work. It is 
very difficult to make any surmises as to his future career since we know so 
very little about him, he being appointed Chief Justice of the Allahabad High 
Court only a few months ago; but as he is of ripe age, hard working, and 


kind-hearted, there is every reason to expect that he will justify his sclection. 


9, Wedonot see why the claimsof Mr. Justice Ranade to the post of 
the Chief Justice of the Bombay High Court should 
Suggestion to appoint Mr. not be put forward at this time. Bengal and Madras 


Justice Ranade as the Chief hed hiivheeio the honour a 
Justice of the Bombay High have both . our and privilege of 


Contk. having a Native Chief Justice and it is high time 
Dnyata Prake’sh (3), 31st Bombay should follow suit. It will be admitted on all 
Oct. Eng. cols. hands that among the Natives Mr. Justice Ranade is 


by far the ablest man. Government would, therefore, 
only be doing honour to themselves by properly recognising Mr. Justice Ranade 
and his claims. 


10. Twoimportant agricultural problems have been for years pending 
solution by the State: first, how to relieve the pressure 

Two agricultural probleus On thesoil for means of subsistence, and secondly, how 
and their solution. the mass of the peasantry, now steeped in indebtedness, 
Champion (2), 80th Oct. may be relieved. Asto the first, the recent famine 
has conclusively demonstrated that the country— 

British India—does not grow enough to feed the entire populaticn. Population 
in India, no doubt, grows, but certainly not at a greater annual average rate 
than in the rest of the civilised world. Those who talk of India breeding at a 
higher rate simply talk without the book. While thus there are every year 
more mouths to feed, say about 23 lakhs, there is no equivalent growth of food 
crops. It is true that there is enough barren and waste land; butthat land, even 
when brought into use, takes some years to be made perfectly culturable. Even 
when cultivated it does not give cnough average crops. What then is to be 
done in order to find food for the growing population—food which will give at 
least 583 Ibs. per annum per head as computed by the Famine Commission of 
1880? ‘The Government has hitherto made no signs whatever to face this problem. 
The belly must be somehow provided for. If you do not do it, the day must 
come when the belly will revolt. This isthe greatest internal foc which the State 
has to cope with. But the State is listless and is squandering money like water 
on the trans-frontiers in order to prepare itself to meet a distant and imaginary 
foe, The soil of India may not be deteriorating, though there are evident signs 
that it must deteriorate if the present condition of things is allowed to conti- 
nue for another ten or fifteen years. This soil demands nourishment. That 
nourishment chiefly consists in manure. Given the necessary manure which is 
so essential to fertility, it will be conceded that the same area of cultivated land 
may give a better quantitative return. Two blades of corn may not grow where 
one grows now. But it is no sanguine estimate to forecast that with fair manure 
the same soil could be reasonably made to yield at least 30 to 40 per cent. more 
of crops than it does now. The want of manureis ¢he one cry which Dr. Voelcker 
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and Dr. Leather have unanimously raised. It may be asked whether it is 
hopeless to get the required manure. To this our answer isin the affirmative, 
So long as the available manure is utilised by the majority of the cultivators for 
purposes of domestic fuel, there can never be any hope of the soil receiving that 
manure which is so necessary for its increased fertility. The peasant has grown 
so poor and so indebted that he has not even the wherewithal to buy cheap fuel. 
He must need, therefore, use all the cattle manure for his domestic consumption. 
This single fact shows to what an impecunious condition the agriculturist has 
come. What has the State done to extricate him from that condition ? Abso- 
lutely nothing. The burden of land revenue assessment is at the root of his 
whole impoverishment. Say what they will, twist and turn facts as they may, this 
one circumstance stands revealed in ali its dismal nakedness, that the assessments 
in almost every part of the country are too oppressive and killing. They are 
in the nature of a rack-rent. And where 70 per cent. of the population is so 
rack-rented, is it possible to induce agricultural prosperity 2? But this problem, 
too, the State dare not face. It seems to be appalled at it. It tries to defer the 
evil day, but it forgets that the longer the evil day is thus postponed the 
greater will be the ultimate evil arising from acute agrarian difficulties. 
The ostrich-like policy it has adopted for years past in the matter of land 
revenue assessment will recoil on its head with a hundred-fold force when 
the evil day comes. And to usit isa matter of the greatest dismay that 
the State, though fully alive to the great danger, will not make an honest 
attempt to avert it—one supreme and sincere effort to save the peasantry 
frem rack and ruin—the peasantry which is the backbone of its revenue— 
the peasantry without which India might have long since been bankrupt. The 
Tenancy Bills the State is passing now and again, here, there and everywhere, are 
mere palliatives, the purest of pure superficial remedies. They may alleviate 
temporary distress; they cannot strike the disease at its root. Andso long as 
the last condition remains, we cannot but consider the State as guilty of the 
ereatest. crime in administration. 


11. The public will be glad to learn that the project of establishing in India 
| a Health Institute for the investigation of bacteriology 
Proposed establishment of and hygiene in all its branches, which emanated from 
the Indian Princes Victor’ the Maharaja Rana of Dholpur asa free gift from 
Health Institute approved. * as , , . - 
Kithiewer News (1), 2nt the Native Princes of India to their country and the 
Ney , Eng. cols. ' Government and at the same time a token of their 
loyalty to the person and rule of the Queen-Empress, 
is being received with warm encouragement in all quarters ; and the exertions and 
influence of its originator have succeeded up to date in securirg for it the sup- 
port of all the ruling Prirces of India with one exception, and in collecting 
nearly 24 lakhs of rupees for the purpose. In proof of the urgent need of 
a Pasteur Institute in India it may be stated that since 1st July nineteen British 
soldiers have been sent to Paris for treatment. ‘This involves an expenditure 
of about Rs. 1,000 in each case from first to iast. In other words, the cost to 
Government in four months would more than pay interest at 35 per,cent. on 
5 lakhs of rupees. The teaching of modern science and the results of recent 
experience alike point to the development of bacteriological research as the 
line along which lies the best hope of acquiring the power to combat effectually 
the diseases which have cost generation after generation of the human race 
such a heavy toll of life and suffering. Those who object to such an institution 
on the ground of cruelty to animals must not forget that while we consent to 
the killing of animals for the support of human life itis hardly logical to 
object to it for the saving of human life. We kill animals for food, for 
advantage, and even for sport, and we cause them to toil and suffer for our 
convenience, gain and pleasure; and while we do these things we cannot 
consistently object to the taking of animal life or to the causing of a certain 
amount of animal suffering for the purpose of saving human life and diminish- 
ing human suffering from disease. 
12. The Government of Bombay seems to fancy that by entrusting the 
mcdical examination of travellers by rail to the supe- 
Remarks in cousection rior medical staff it will be in a position to allay the 
with the medica: examination gpieyous complaints heard last year against the subor- 
OF eo), 30th Oct. ‘dinate staff, We observed in our issue of last Sunday 
sri satis that implicit reliance cannot be placed even on superior 
77 THER F 
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officers, who are as likely as not to create irritation among the people. Wo now 
notice from the columns of the Bengalee of the 22nd instant that a Civil 
Surgeon at Hurdwar behaved most discreditably towards a gentleman of position 
who was travelling with his family in a reserved compartment, and had in his 
possession a clean certificate of health from the Residency Surgeon of¥eypore, the 
place whence he started on his journey in Upper India. Now it may be asked 
whether it is impossible to meet at Anand and Palghar with “superior ”’ 
medical officers of the type of the Civil Surgeon at Hurdwar, whose conduct 
has been so graphically described by the Bengalee under the title of “A Tale of 
Oppression |” Is the Government aware that many a respectable gentleman, 
aye, of greater position and influence than this Babu, had to put up last year 
with many indignities and insults gratuitously offered by some “ superior ”’ 
medical officers? ‘Tales of oppression” of the character of Hurdwar, and. 
worse, could be recounted hy scores; and were the Bombay Government to 
pass an Indemnifying Bili, we guarantee that most of those who were subjected 
to needless annoyance and inconvenience of a most exasperating character 
would be forthcoming to prove to demonstration the inexcusable conduct of 
certain superior officers. It may be, therefore, all well and good on paper to 
allay popular excitement by observing that medical examination at the northern 
and southern camps will be carried out by superior medical officers only. There 
is no virtue in an officer being superior or inferior. ‘The inferior officer employ- 
ed may be every way a most desirable person, while the superior may be a veri- 
table tire-cater, devil-ine-vare sort of fellow, who in hisinsolence of office docs not 
care a brass farthing whom he insults, aye, even if he damus the members of the 
Bombay Government themselves. What the public wants is men of sympathy, 
who understand people, who have the manners of gentlemen, who by their con- 
duct show that they aie gentlemen, and who would instinctively inspire confi- 
dence. The greatest care and circumspection are needed in the selection of officers. 
We do not care whether they are superior or inferior. The moment it is 
found that even the selected man is needlessly annoying people, he should be 
removed and reprimanded, and his place supplied by another who will give 
satisfaction. This is the policy which Government should follow. It will 
not do to call for ‘ reports,” which will not arrives till perhaps a fortnight or 
even a month after a complaint is made, and which will take another two or 
three months to be considered and disposed of by Government, if at all 
taken into consideration. ‘There is no such thing as speedy and summary dis- 
posal of complaints. Circumlocation and red-tape must have full swing. The 
mass, asarule, bear their lot, however hard, with patience, fully conscious of 
the fact that complaints made mean greater persecution by the men in brief 
authority. And even it is rare from among the “respectable ”’ classes to make 
their gricvanves known, in the full belief that in nine cases out of ten the Gov- 
ernment, with its traditional policy, will uphold the officer complained against, 
rightly or wrongly. No member of Government, we think, would care to ques- 
tion these statements, which are all based on facts and experience. ‘They may | 
pretend to ignore them in public and in their answers to the inquisitive inte:- 
pellators in the Legislative Council. All the same, they know in their heart of | 
hearts what are the real facts at the bottom. Such being the many factors 
surrounding this precious proposal of examination of railway passengers 
by so-called “superior’’ officers, we deem it our duty to hammer away at 
tliese as often as we could, till we make the Government really alive to the 
situation and anxious to see that no case of oppression and insolence is 
allowed to pass unnoticed, Then and then alone will the new plague rules 
prove a success and popular grievances on this subject be allayed. And at this 
- very carly stage we think it right that the case of the Civil Surgeon at Hurdwar 
should be prominently brought to its notice so that it may understand that even 
superior surgeons are not above needlessly oppressing unoffending passengers. 


13, As soon as the Government resolution on the new policy to be adopted 

in the plague administration of the presidency was out, 

_, New plague rules of the woe requested the Chairman of the Poona Plague 
vombey Government and the Committee to inform us whether any changes wer 
plague operations at Poona. : . 28 y enanscs Were 
Sudha'rak (35), Bist Oct. Contemplated in the plague administration of the city 
Eng. cols. in accordance with that resolution. We had hoped 
that the hateful personal disinfection, sanction for 
which we even now fail to see in the resolution, and the outward passes, at 
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least, would be stopped at once ; but we were surprised to receive the following 
reply from Dr, Reade :—“ The regulations at present in force in Poona City and 
at railway station are practically identical with those set forth in Government 
Resolution and they will be continued as heretofore.” The sympathetic manner 
in which Dr. Reade and his subordinates are prepared to deal with the people 
does not fortunately leave much to complain against, but we object to the 
principle involved in thus shelving a Government resolution by heads of local 
administration. Dr. Reade’s example might be quoted as a precedent by 
officers who may neither have his sympathy for the people nor his tact in 
making the measures acceptable. The result will be, it is needless to add, that 
the people will be unable to realise the good intentions of Government. Will 
Government insist upon their wishes being carried out ? 


14, The state of things at Dharwar is distinctly unsatisfactory. It is a 
pity that the plague measures there are being carried 
Remarks on the plague out in & manner which can hardly be called con- 


‘Sane a, 200 Oct, Ciliatory or prudent. Lord Sandhurst will do well 
Pb ’ to look into the matter and infuse some of his sweet 


ness and sympathy into the officer whose conduct of 
plague measures has unfortunately created unnecessary friction and dissatis- 
faction. His Excellency will find that timely interference on his part would 
be more efficacious on the whole than if he simply left matters to take care 
of themselves. ‘Che feelings and convenience of a plague-stricken population 
are of much greater consequence than those of an official who cannot enlist 
their good willon his side. As arule, a tactful, cool-headed and sympa- 
thetic plague officer has almost always succeeded in winning the support of the 
people affected by his measures, and it is fair to enquire why loud protests are 
being made at Dhairwér against the rulcs and principles that are being enforced 
there, At Kolhdipur again there are bitter complaints about the way the 
quarantine regulations are being worked. It is not very creditable that in the 
territories of a leading Native State plague rules should be worked in an atbi- 
trary, harsh and high-handed manner. 


15. It is reported that dwellers in sheds, desirous of cutering the town, 
are enjoined to get themselves inoculated beforehand. 
We hold this order as an imperative necessity for the 
safety of the whole town. No matter if the town 
remains descrted afew days more; but every effort must be made by the 
authorities to root out this fell disease. 


Karn@tak Petra (42°, dist 
Oct. 


16, A correspondent writing from Belgaum says :—A deputation of about 

a thousand people waited upon the Collectcr of Bel- 

Plague administrations at gaum to request him to reconsider his order about the 

niki 087 — — von evacuation of some twenty-six streets of Belgaum, 

| Se (ae ie plague is raging in its worst form. The 
Mahraita (7), 30th Oct. | people pleaded their poverty, their inability to find the 
, | money wherewith toerect the sheds, and the state of 
the prevailing weather. ‘They also said that last year evacuation had quite iailed 
in checking the death rate, since people died in lots in the fields outside 
and it was impossible to get even medical aid. They prayed that they might be 
allowed to remain quietly in their houses. The Collector received the deputation 
very kindly and courteously reasoned with them, and tried to convince them that 
Government was taking all the trouble for their good and that they must go out 
and evacuate the houses. He, however, gave them one week’s time to see if the 
plague was decrcasing, and if not, to evacuate their houses. We cannot 
sufficiently thank our Collector for the very courteous way in which he received 
the deputation. His very kind treatment won over the people. In this con- 
nection it will be very interesting to compare the conduct of the Collectors of 
Belgaum and Dharwér. While the one trod down upon the people’s wishes. 
“ out-Heroding Herod”? in the municipal hall, and threatened to turn out the 
municipal commissioners who wculd have the audacity to criticise his detested 
plague policy, and crowned kis benign administration by readily accepting 
the resignation of the offended municipal commissioners, the other wisely 
sympathised with the misfortunes of the people, heard their prayers and 
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at last succeeded in inducing them to quit their houses. Though the plague is 
not as virwent at Dharwar as it is at Belgaum, the plague measures are more 
stringent at the former place, and the Collector there is following the early 
barbaric methods of stamping out the plague instead of the modern refined and 
humane methods. me 


17. Referring to the allegation that some persons were compulsorily 
subjected to inoculation, at Dharwar on the morning 
Pree, ~ Pca one: « the 21st ultimo by Rdo Saheb Ramrao Vyasrao 
" Kélidés (128), @1st Oct. Desai, Lieutenant Keelan, the European nurse and 
some policemen and required to pay a fee of two annas 
each, the Kdlidds makesthe following observations :—Dr. Thompson, the Civil 
Surgeon of Sitara, has notified to the public that Government do not intend to 
enforce inoculation. Now since Dr. Thomson is one of Her Majesty’s servants, 
nay, since he is serving in the Bombay Presidency, his opinion is of some import- 
ance. But when we look to the facts we are in great doubt as to the meaning of 
‘force.’ Is it not driving a man to inoculation, to turn him out of his house, to 
refuse to issue to him railway tickets by reason of his not being inoculated, and to 
withhold from him the usual concessions even though he be inoculated by the 
Civil Surgeon with a full dose? Wedonothold the Collector responsible for 
the zulwm done this morning, but we doask Rao Saheb Ramrao Vyasrao Desai 
to say whether he did this act of oppression of his own free will or whether he 
was urged to do so by some person. 


18, Under the heading, “The Collector of Dharwar and his trumpeters,’’ 

: _ the Kdlidds writes a lengthy article, in the course of 

He goons of Dharwar which it accuses Rio Siheb Ramrao Narayan Ballari 

i" Kdlide’s (128), 21st Oct. Of abject flattery and then proceeds to give the sub- 

stance of a letter sent by Rao Saheb Ballari to the 

editor, defending the action of the Collector with regard to the plague matters 

at Dbirwar. Rado Saheb Ramrao describes in his letter how Mr. Cappel did his 

best for the people, how his hands were tied by the orders of his superiors and 

how the condition of Dharwdér would be very miserable if Mr, Cappel were 
transferred to some other place. 


19. <A recent resolution of the Bombay Government states that the pass 

system has been abolished ; still the people here are 

Alleged breach of the Gov- obliged to march with their wives and children to the 

id — — we - —. municipality to get the necessary passes and wait 

Ra ia _— there until the arrival of the District Collector. This 

Dhureen (117), 24th Oct. fact shows that the authorities here disregard even 

a Government resolution. We hop: Government 

will direct their attention to this matter and see their way to enforce their 
resolution. 


Z0. The other day the local plague authorities, being informed that a 
Gujarati gentleman by name Karim Shet was suffering 
Plague operations at from fever, removed him to the segregation camp, 
a Fae bd 97). om, Lhe next day he breathed his last. A report has gained 
odiash angant OO “5 currency in the town that the patient had requested 
the authorities to grant him permission to erect a shed 
in an outlying plain and that his request was not complied with. If the patient 
was unwilling to goto the hospital and expressed his willingness to erect a 
shed for himself, why was the necessary permission not granted? Hospitels 
are not looked upon with any degree of favour by the people. We invite 
the attention of the Assistant Police Superintendent to this matier. 


21, The Samsher Bahddur observes that the plague measures at Alimed- 
COMPUIEE FEgaEUIag The abad have, no doubt, been somewhat relaxed, but 
non-enforcement of the new that the resolution of the Vombay Government 
plague rules at Ahmedabad. regarding the abolition of the system of quarantine 
pamaher Bahadur (82), 48th and plague passes has not yet been given effect to by 
seg the local authorities. 
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22, <A correspondent of the Kais-e-Hind writes :—Although plaguo 
3 | has disappeared from Bulsdr, in the Surat District, 
Complaint regarding the @ majority of the panis-stricken people who had 


non-enforcement of the new : 
aes ve wt Balik left the town have not yet returned, and even the 


(Surat). middle classes are put to a great deal of incon- 
Kaiser-e-Hind (18), 30th venience owing to the decline of trade which has 
Oct. been accelerated by the hardships of the detention 


camp and the other plague operations. They, there- 
fore, hailed with delight the resolution of the Bombay Government regarding 
the abolition of the vexatious system of quarantine and plague passes, but they 
regret to find that it has not been brought into force in this town though 
nothing has been left to the discretion of the Collector in this matter in the 
resolution. 


23. A correspondent of the Midst Goftdr observes :—The order issued by 
the plague authorities at Umreth, in the Kaira 
Plague cperations at Umreth District, to disinfect the house belonging to a certain 
hall scared paiee female who died from an epileptic fit in a neighbour- 
Rest Goftdr (21), 30th . ° oh : 
Oct.; Bhinsen (50), 3rd 1g Village and the enforcement of some other strin- 
gent plague measures have causeda panic amongst 
the inhabitants of the town, who seem to be intent 
upon leaving it, carrying with them all their valuables. Itis said that the order 
for disinfection was issued owing to the husband of the deceased lady not being 
on good terms with some officer. It is necessary for Government to take due 
steps in the matter and to remove the grievances of the people of the town. 
| A correspondent of the Bhimsen complains that the people of Umreth are put 
to great + peers and annoyance in obtaining the necessary passes to leave 
the town. 


24. Since plague is now dying out at Karachi, there is no need, we think 

of continuing the Malir quarantine. It would be 

Suggestion to abolish the sufficient if a quarantine camp be set up at Karachi 

maps pean ee and and a doctor posted at the station to examine persons 

Khairkhah Sind (183) 99,q leaving Karachi, to allow those to go out that are 

Oct. healthy and to prevent those from leaving that are 

| likely to carry infection, The suspected persons 

should, however, be allowed to go out when they have undergone ten days’ 

quarantine at Karachi. This arrangement will do away with the necessity of 

issuing passes and will also serve very well the object ot the Malir detention 

camp which is so costly, apart from the inconveniences which it entails upon 
the persons therein detained. 


Nov. 


25. Referring to the decision of the cise against Clive Durant, the 
Kal says that owing to the special provisions of 

Alleged favouritism shown the Criminal Procedure Code with regard to the trial 
ioe gc  acaguanie in tho of European offenders, the jury are influenced by 
Kel (127), 4th Nov. considerations of partiality for one of their own race 
and that even the guilty are at times let off scot- 

free. It further writes :—Howsoever hoarse the Native papers may cry them- 
selves over this question the present law shali never be changed. We antici- 
pated some great thing from the importance which this case had assumed in the 
columns of the Bombay dailies. But, after all the fuss, we are constrained to say 
that the whole thing has ended in smoke and we have now come to know that 
the Criminal Procedure Code and the Evidence Act are quite unaccountable so 
far as the trial-of Europeans is concerned. If we just consider fora while 
how Mr. Lele, the editor of the Aluda Vritt, was rebuked for “his lengthy 
and tedious speech’ by the presiding Judge during the trial of the Moda Vruitt 
case, we shali fuily understand how great allowance is mad¢ in the case of the 
European accused. We cannot, without giving the lic to the actual jacts, describe 
Mr. Durant’s speech as argumentative or well reasoned and that of Mr. Lele 
as puerile or one-sided. In our opinion, Durant’s speech was merely senseless 
babbling. We doubt whether the High Court would have tolerated the attack 
which Durant made on the committing Magistrate with regard to his comnittal 
to the sessions if it had proceeded from a Native. ‘The manner of the summing 
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the accused. Mr, Justice Candy’s asking the jury to give the benefit of doubt 
to the accused and to avoid being influenced by irrelevant matters stands in 
marked contrast with the description of the state of Poona and the importance 
attached to the Jubilee night murders by Mr. Justice Strachey in the Tilak case. 
The equanimity which the Judge in the present case had preserved throughout 
one long month is also commendable, We leave it to our readers to judge 
of the rash haste which Mr. Justice Strachey made in deciding the Tilak case, 
in the result of which our national interests were involved. Wedo not under- 
stand why special provisions in favour of the European accused should have 
been inserted in the Criminal Procedure Code. It is not very difficult to 
ascertain what kind of character Mr. Durant has maintained till now. In the 
course of his evidence before the Court he spoke of his once having visited a 
forger of documents, It appears that the business of his life has been cheating 
and swindling. We endorse the observations of the Bombay Gazette, which has 
remarked that it would have been better if justice, and not Durant, had been 
vindicated in this case. 


26. Referring to the davoity at Udapur near Junnar (Poona District), the 
iia kn ues ST Prakdsh says:—That such an event should 
olacial tx tos i aaa Phe Have been possible in broad day-light under the benign 
recent dacoity at Udapur in SWay of the British Government is greatly to be 
the Poona District. deplored. ‘The sowkdrs had, no doubt, brought them- 
Dynin Prakash (3), 31st selves into hatred and ridicule by their unconscionable 
re bargains with the people, who probably got exasper- 
ated at the hard-heartedness. displayed by them. But the fact remains that the 
people asa class have become so weak and enervated that a whole band of 
them could be cowed down by the display of one naked sword. This, it may 
readily be admitted, is far from desirable in the interests both of the rulers 
and the ruled. The former are responsible for maintaining thorough peace and 
order in the country, and what reparation can they now make to the people 
who have lost their valuables and what was to them perhaps far more valuable— 
their noses—in a brutal manner? This disarmament of a whole nation may 
appear to short-sighted statesmen a highly creditable and laudable feat of tactics. 
But the enactment of scenes like that lately exhibited at Udapur and at several 
other places ought to make them pause and think once more over the reasons 
ableness of the policy they have been pursuing hitherto. 


KEiducation. 


27. It is admitted on all hands that the present system of education is a dull 
routine which has conduced to mere book-learning, that 
Alleged results of State- it has killed all zeal for learning for its own sake and 
— higher elucation. == toy the enlightenment which it brought with it, and 
ast Goftay (21), 380th cis maial a : . oe . 
st., Eng cols, as replaced it by an anxiety for passing examina- 
tions for the sake of the appointments and professions 
to which they have been made a passport. ‘The graduates whom the present 
system annually turns out by the thousand all over the country are half. 
educated r1en, who know life only from what they have leirnt in books. They are 
not trained to originate or follow out a thought or an idea consecutively, or to 
become practical energetic men. They are crammed and stuffed like Strasburg 
geese, With this difference that, while the latter quietly resign themselves to 
swollen livers, the former noisily proclaim to all the world with their silly 
cackle that they suffer from swollen heads. Their “ education ’’ gives them no 
spirit of decision and no habit of self-reliance. Nor are they taught that they 
are expected to make their own way in the world, and that, if they rise, they 
must depend on their own energy and tenacity. ‘They are flabby invertebrates 
brought up on milk and water—on more water than milk. ‘The one idea of 
their lives is to become Crovernment servants or clerks, or at most lawyers or 
doctors. lhus every possible worker whom the present system of education 
enables to forsake the ancestral and every other industrial or manual occupation 
in the vain hope of becoming a Government servant, a clerk, or a lawyer 
inflicts a material loss on the country, and becomes a source of political danger. 
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It is to this peril we desire to call the serious attention of Government, in the 
hope that if its source is removed, that peril itself may be either averted or 
removed. 


Municipalities. 


28. Which do you like, or rather which should you seek—eiection or 
nomination ? The question admits of no two answers. 
i ae pte Pg ie — yet it is sought to be mooted as an open question 
Poona Municipality and the by some people and prints in Poona. When: the 
alleged opposition of the famous resolution dated 1¢th May 1882 of the Gov- 
Bombay Government to the ernment of India about the introduction of local 
elective principle in local sclf- <61f-¢overnment on a more liberal scale in India was 
government. 7 ma . 
Mahrdtta (7), 3uth Oct. sent to the Government of Bombay for action there- 
upon, the Bombay Government, of all Provincial Gov- 
ernments, took up an attitude of opposition, The Supreme Government there- 
upon courteously expressed their disapprobation of the attitude of the Bombay 
Government, found fault with them for not attaching mach importance to the 
intentions of Lord Mayo in further extending financial decentralisation and to his 
object of strengthening municipal institutions and of the association of Natives 
and Europeans as administrative officers. They further clearly brought their im- 
peachment home to the Bombay Government and the latter had naturally to 
retire. The opposition of the Bombay Government to the liberal intentions of 
Lord Mayo’s and Lord Ripon’s Governments, concealed under the cuise of a mis- 
understanding, was exposed by Lord Ripon’s Government. These facts about 
the controversy are interesting at the present day, because the retrograde policy 
inaugurated by the Bombay Government some time since has been pretty fully 
developed. Within the course of fifteen years the Bombay Government began to 
curtail privileges unwillingly granted under Lord Ripon’s pressure. They 
have since taken an attitude of opposition to elected Presidents, they have 
withdrawn the title conferred upon the municipal commissioners in order 
to make municipal commissionership an office of dignity, and finally flourished 
at their best as opponents of elective local self-government by the astound- 
ingly bold step of taking away the higher elective franchise bestowed 
on the Poona people. What can possibly be the reasons for Bombay Gov- 
ernment taking this bold and retrograde step? (1) Can it be that the people 
of this presidency as a whole have not yet come up to the point in matters 
of education at which they should be entrusted with the elective franchise > 
(2) Canit be that the Poona people haveabused their higher elective fran- 
chise ? (3) Can it ve that the Poona Municipality has been a failure? (+4) 
Can it be that the method of nomination is better and safer than that of 
election for bringing upon the municipality fully representative and respectable 
citizens ? 


Native States. 


29. Public opinion has by this time cried itself hoarse over the mal- 
administration of Colonel Wray asa plague officer, 

Remarks on Colonel Wray’s and yet Government have not seen their way to 
plague administration of jake him a reasonable man and an obedient servant. 
aa: Saha Southern When Government have taken good counsel, settled 
" Mahyittta (7), 30th Oct. their own future course of action and determined to 
enforce uniformity in all the districts in the presi- 

dency, nay, possibly in all the provinces of the presidency, nothing could be 
more strange and also discreditable than that a subordinate officer of theirs 
should seem to throw defiance in the face of Government and reduce their 
resolution to a sham, Reports received from Kolhapur, Sangli and many 
other places in the Southern Marditha Country goto show that the plague 
administration there is not yet on a level with that in the territories of British 
India. ‘he grievance as to the compulsory detention at Shirol Road station yet 
exists in all its worst features. The people of Kolhipur do not seem to enjoy ease 
of heart at the thought of plague coming in and Colonel Wray continuing as 
plague administrator. At Séngli, where the active interference of Colonel Wray 
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is felt the most, the plague administration has growa more troublesom: than 
before. ‘The spasmodic and violent efforts at segregation made at Sangli appear 
to be most galling to the inhabitants. It is reported, with what truth we 
cannot say, that the death of one Sadu Jadhav at Sangli had more to do 
with segregation scare than stomach-ache. “Much colour is said to have been 
given to the report by the fact that the widow of the deceased has séit a tele- 
gram to Colonel Wray protesting that stomach-ache as recorded by the police was 
not the true cause of the death of her husband. The case of Sangli deserves 
special notice, because it is notorious that while the Chief of Sangli has been all 
along in favour of a conciliatory plague policy, the opposite of it is being 
enforced there against his wish and orders. We really protest against interference 
by the Political Agent in the internal management of a Native State being carried 
so far. The united efforts of Shrimant Tatya Saheb and his ex-Karbhari, Rao 
Saheb Ghotankar, had completely commended themselves to the people at Sdngli, 
and there was never a greater cause for resenting the meddlesomeness of the 
Political Agent than when he deprived the Sangli State of the services of that 
popular Karbhari and rendered the Chief helpless in the matter of an effective 
and popular plague administration. It is also reported that the popular doctor 
of that place has been transferred to another place against the wishes of the Chief 
and his subjects, The Sangli State, it is further alleged, is being taxed with the 
cost of the visits of doctors of Colonel Wray’s own choice, sent to Sdngli un- 
invited, for the purpose of supervising the plague measures. In fact, the 
untoward working of the Political Agent’s unsympathetic policy is to be seen 
at its worst at Singli; and that, with other facts, seems to call for an immediate 
enquiry by the Government into the entire administration of the Southern 
Maratha Country. 


30. We are anxious to learn whether the rule prohibiting the Native 
Chiefs from leaving their territories without the per- 
Request to.Government in mission of the Political Agent is still in force, as ever 
te the Thakor ince the installation of Balsinhji, the Thakor of 
Kuthidwedno Hindyati Wadhwan, in 1886, his stay in the capital has not 
(71), 30th Oct. amounted to even twenty-four months, that is to say, he 
has not been in his capital for two months in the year. 
We request Government to ascertain the cause or causes which induced the several 
Political Agents to grant permission to the Thakor to leave his capital from 
time to time and also the reason of the great partiality shown to the Thakor 
by the Agency, without the least regard to the miserable condition of the rela- 
tions and the subjects of the Chief. It appears that serious notice is taken of 
those Chiefs only who fail to please the Agency officers. 


Intelligence extracted from the Press. 


31. Under the heading of “A song for mothers’’ the Kal publishes some 
verses narrating an alleged historical episode which 

he. oleae “yore? *. a yuns as follows:—An old woman in the Diva pass 
artaha peasant hghting “or (ghat), seeing the Peshwa of Poona running away after 
4 = ore oe a battle of Kirkee, makes haste to find out her se in 
Kal (127) 28th Oct. the jungle where he has gone to cut fuel, finds him out 
and exhorts him to give up fuel-cutting and go and 

fight for his king and country with his scythe. The son accordingly joins the 
Peshwa’s army and dies in the battle. The mother, after waiting for some time 
for her son’s return, goes to the battlefield, where she discovers the dead bod ¥ of 
her son lying with some four or five of the enemy’s troops with heads cut off with 
the scythe. The mother is gratified to see that her son had before death cut 
with his scythe the heads of some of the ecnemy’s men, and addresses her dead 
son approving of his act and giving him leave to go to heaven, and brings home 
from the battlefield the blood-stained scythe with which her son had fought 
for the sake of his king and keepsit as a metnento among the idols worshipped in 
the family, in the hope that the sight of it would inspire her grandsons with 
courage to-do similar brave acts. After some days the mother dies and her grand- 
sons and great-grandsons, being in distress and in want of money wherewith to 
pay the Government dues, sell the scythe for an anna and a half, 


> Se ete 
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32. In the late Rao Bahadur Ranchhodlal Chhotalal, C.I.E., Gujarat has 
lost her Grand Old Man. Though a man of limited 
Death of Réo Bahadur education, he was endowed witha very keen and 
Ranchhodlal Chhotalal,C-E. shrewd intélligence. The death of Mr. Ranchhodlal 
 Guardie (12), 30th Oct., h ° es : ° 
Eng. cols. as caused a gap in the social, industrial and municipal 
life of Gujarat which it would not be easy to fill up for 
years. Asa pioneer of mill industry in Gujarat, when Bombay itself could not 
boast of more than five or seven mills, he has rendered invaluable service to the 
presidency, and the existence of 25 mills at Ahmedabad to-day bears unmistak- 
alle testimony to the fruitfulness of the enterprising example he set in the early 
sixties. He is gone, but the impetus which he gave to mill industry will 
remain. There is another direction in which his services were still more valu- 
able. There is no other municipal board in the presidency excevt the Bombay 
Municipality which van show sucb good work as the Ahmedabad Municipality. 
The water and drainage works of Ahmedabad, which have contributed so 
largely to the sanitary improvement of the city, will bear lasting testimony to 
the wisdom and foresight of Mr. Ranchhodlal, who directed the municipal affairs 
with such signal success and honour for nearly 16 years. It is no easy task to 
satisfy officials and at the same time to safeguard municipal independence and 
the interests of the people. He could be independent when he chose, but his 
innate tact, good sense and vast experience enabled him to tide over many 
difficulties without friction. Asa Councillor he again and again urged upon 
Government the injustice of charging municipalities with interest at 6 per cent. 
on municipal loans, and latterly he had turned his attention to the drainage 
system of Bombay with a view to remedy its deficiencies. He was a well-wisher 
ot the Congress movement and took an active part in the deliberations of the 
Congress held in Bombay. It is not every Rao Bahadur and Companion of 
the Indian Empire who can show such an excellent record as Mr. Ranchhodlal’s, 
and we believe we are echoing the feeling of the people of Gujarat when we 
say that his place is likely to remain unfilled for many years to come, Kind 
and courteous, gentle and amiable, tactful and intelligent, he had made himself 
honoured and loved in Ahmedabad, and its inhabitants no less than his family 
have suffered a heavy loss in the sudden death of a trustworthy friend and guide 
‘of whom they were justly proud, He has left to Gujarat a legacy of thriving 
mill industry and a bright example of noble devotion to the cause of local self- 
government, and we sincerely hope that his fellow-citizens will add to this pre- 
cious legacy with the same zeal and wislom which marked Mr. Ranchhodlal’s 
quiet and unostentatious but very useful career. [Several other papers express 
similar sentiments. ] 


33. Day after day we hear of cases in which European soldiers get drunk 
and commit all sorts of atrocious deeds, resulting in 
noreee “per committed ynbounded misery to the natives of the land. Only the 
by Gurdbhi (129), 3rd Noy, Other day (the 30th of October), Gillespie, Duwaltz 
| . and three other soldiers of the Royal Irish Rifles 
while roving about the streets of Poona came to the Reay Market and began 
to play tricks with some of the Hindus there. An assault made on a Mahar 
named Sakharam led to a fracas, in the course of which Private Gillespie got 
irritated and thrust his knife into the side of Sakharam. Though there was a 
large crowd none could resist the soldiers. The police soon managed to arrest 
the first two, but the rest made their escape, It may be easily surmised how 
useful an army of such lawless and vicious persons is likely to prove to the Gov- 
ernment in times of war. [The Kal says that it is not advisable that Her 
Majesty’s soldiers should thus assault her subjects in such a densely populated 
city as Poona. | 
34, A correspondent of the Rdst Gofta', in the course of an account of 
| the Dasara celebration and the Dasara procession by 
Hindu celebration of the the (Arya) Mitra Melas at Bombay, observes :—The 
Deans tauret ty the Mitra songs sung in oe Melas, ar mea id the rise 
“serra and prosperity of India, were, really speaking, songs 
ee which a do harm tothe country. They showed 
nothing but a keen desire to secure political liberty which Mr. Bal Gangadhar 
Tilak and his associates seem to have made the dream of their life. These songs 
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deplore the miserable condition and poverty of India under a foreign rule and 
seek to implore Ganpati and other Hindu gods to relieve the country from this 
condition. Every Native has a right to hope and strive for the regeneration of 
his country, but at the same time it is the duty of the police and the rulers to 
keep an eye over the spread of hostility against the rulers, and it is not at all 
difficult for the local police to keep a watch on the songs of the Mitra Melas 
as the energetic Deputy Commissioner, Mr. Gell, was present that day with a 
proper staff to preserve order. 


35. The Tukdram of Ahmednagar learns that one Mr. Vishnu Mahadev 
Joshi of Varsai is going to erect a temple in honour of 
Proposed erection cf a Her Majesty Queen Victoria and to place therein Her 
ey Gas Vices Her Majesty’s idol, and that there is a rumour of his 
Mathias (169), 28th Oct, baving applied to the District Collector for a site 


for the purpose free of charge. 


€ G. M. SA’THE, 


Reporter on the Native Press. 
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7 | 5 Mahratta. ...| Poona ... . os | Weekly 600 
s » Phentx ..| Karachi ve ., Bi-weekly 500 
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923 | », Dnydnodaya . | Bombay a ro a 6v0 
20 5, Indu Prakash a ie Do. < ...' Bi-weekly 600 
30 99 Kamegar or Worku.an oe coe Do. eee coe Weekly . 1,000 
2] - Martha Dre < ... ses ee moo toe es 
32 » Native Opinion ... = « as | ...| Bi-weekly ‘a 700 
33 5, Prabhakar hie ees 1 Do. sot SOE ws re 500 
34 39 Samarth as eee ene .. Kolhapur ee ees Weekly eo eee eee 
35 5, Shri Sayaji Vijaya “8 . Paroda... ee ...| Bi-weekly oe 3,000 
26 » subodh Patrika ... vee ..| Bombay vee | Weekly ... see 560 
37 | », Sudhdrak.., «. ss Poona... ee ee bie 3,000 
38 oa VRE - Bombay eee Do. 1,000 
ANGLO- PORTUGUESE. 3 
$y O Anglo- -Lusitano si Bombay eee Weekly ees 1,000 
40 | The Boletim Indiano ... ee vet DOs —-a08 500 
AxGLo-Sinpl. . 
41 ;| The Lux... er eae peek .. Hyderabad (Sind) ...| Fortnightiy —.. 350 
42 » Prabhat. ... bee aie oe : Do. «| Weekly .. oe 450 
Excrisu, Mara‘TH! AND GUJARATI. 
45} ‘Ihe Baroda Vatsa! ... Baroda eee eee Weekly me _ FAO 
ENGLISH, MARATHI AND KANARESE. 
eS” oe The Karnétak Patra ... ove oo: Dhdrwhr ac .»-| Weekly ... sil 400 


— | 
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Sar 


No. | Names of Newspapers, Place of Pulication. | dition, Geckax unset. 
| 
ExG@uisH, Mara’tHI, GUJARA’TI | 
AND KONKANI. ! 
45 | The Garibd::cha Kaivéri (Amicus Pauperum) Bombay .e| Fortnightly  ... 1,500 
GUJARA TT. 
46 |The Ahmedabad ‘limes ies — oe hea ‘ aoe 
47 Ajab ~ es ura onthly ves ; 
48 A Akhbér-e-Islim ... koe Bombay es wo} Daily 08 1,400 
49 m rere > e Soddgar is ‘ we ; ee , se = 
50 » AVajadar ... oes ‘ soe aroada.. ve ooo} WeeKly , ee 
51 » A’ry&é Dharm Prakash ... Bombay 1 Month ly... ee eae 450 
52 , Bhim Sen. De. Daily ave ‘oa 1,100 
53 » Bombay Samdéchar ie Do. ‘s ) . WO, eve 3,200 
54 :; Broach Mitra _... : — ‘. see see a 
55 » Broach Samachar sad 0. = A ie ee 
; 56. | y, Buddhi Prakash .., | Almedabad ....° 00] Monthly's. ase 900 
57 %9 Cambay Gazette ... ...| Cambay i, oe re 110 
58 , Chandra ... oe so | UTAS ... ; vi dee soe 300 
59 a Chhatrapati ...| Bombay ; .o| Weekly nee eee 
60 ss nag tri ae , - il a is coe on 
6] 3 1nd anil ee see ese} ULTOACN cee ee het Oc rer iad 
9 Dny4n Sudha... ies .».| 4s hmedabad o! a me cee 200 
63 5»  Dnyan Vardhak ... ia =" ve ie one 350 
64 5 ursad re ‘ 0. ms ro aoe oes €00 
65 » Gap Sap ... es - ee le 0° ‘es tock ad 2 800 
66 5 Gul Afshan ‘a of OO ee+| Monthly .. oe 500 
67 », Hitechchhu ; is ae — .| Weekly . “a 500 
te ,» dam-e-Jamsned .., bas ...| Bombay o ...| Daily : 2,590 
69 » Jangali _... ...| Godhra jas be “ey i 095 
| 70  Kachha Saméch4r “a ...| Bombay . vee] DO. ans . 300 
71 »» Kaira Khetiwddi Patra... ...| Nadiad = Monthly ... 380 
72 » Kaira Vartaman . as ...; Kaira | Weekly . To 
73 » Kathidwadno Himayati. aw : .| Ahmedabad .. wl a 400 
74, ‘ open tind ag oP ; wah Pe une “ ig ont " = 
75 ¢9 ithiawar Times... ies , ajKO l- weekly si 40 
76 » Kelavni «.. ine es Baroda ..; Monthly .,., oe 1,000 
"7 - Khoja Sam4char ... = - Bombay so Weekly... a: a 
, Navs4ri Prakash .. =p ...| Navsari Lo. a - bes 
- : Nure Elam ay ie ...| Bombay “J Monthly .. ie 280 
80 » Nydyadarshak ... ms ...| Abmedabad .| Fortnightly 950 
81 » Praja Mitra ae “ .| Karachi .., Bi-weekly 350 
2 Praja Pokar ine Surat Weekly ... 800 
82 ry) J is y coe 
83 a Pherae tr ey } ~~ base : a 
84 ’ ajyyaona ae O ve sal 0. eee i 1,100 
85 : Samsher Bahai : ..., Ahmedabad ... fag se 800 
86 99 med —— vee in | ra | i eee 930 
87 » satya Vijaya a os | Nandoc ae : ead x 
88 »5 Stri Bodh.. ge | Bombay ..-| Monthly .. a 500 
es Sarat Abbie i = on eee | Weekly ... aa 8° 0 
90 , svadesh Bancnu ... ve .../ MLahudha sacs O eas ae 250 
91 é ee Hitechchnu Patra soeeeened 4 : : | 600 
92 »  «alishnava... wae ombay ovtnightly s 200 
93 Vishvadarsl.an "| Kaira eee : Si Weekly Se tot 325 
94 VEGA <6 al Bombay e ah 6 
| 
Hinpt. | 
95 |The Shri Veniateshvar Samiachir - ... . .., Bombay see an 8,000 
K A’NARESE. | 
96 ‘The Chandrodaya ve | | coer vl Weekly ae 2a) 
97 Hubli Patra Bae ne a MDL. ... ses re Do. 150 
98 | f Karnatak Vritt ... e || Dharwar ee | eee 800 
99 4 Loka Bandhu me Do. OS Tage aga e 300 
100 == s,_—~%Rasik Ranjini 2 Gadag A oe ee a 200 
101 | 5 Satya Vritt s seh Be = Do. anf 200 
4 | 
: | 
| Mararuy, | | | 
102 | ‘Lhe A’ram ,..| Bombay ...| Fortnightly kal 
103 2 Arunoday& J) Dhana ... vee! Weekly ... : 740 
104 | » A’ryavart... .; Dhulia,... a) Dow. = 205 
iti.» Bee... tatnigiri coe | 990 
1U6 . —— Samachar pe pen ny cask | 815 
107 ) 16 : my Rr aa ..| bombay ewe Do. : 1,250 
1(8 » Chanddnshu sis e ...| Tdsgaon as a eee 100 
109 ” Chandrakant a me: Chikodti eee ne Do. pai 200) 
110 | 4, Chandrodaya .. Chiplan ‘ oe eee 250 


Names ef New rs. i | Num 
spape Place of Publication, Edition. | Copi pony sal 
Mara'tRiI— continued. | 
111 | The Chikitsak... see oe rr .| Belgaum i i 
112 “s Chitragupta soe si oes "yt ‘ a "7 dias = 
113 » Daivadnya Mitra ace coe ..| Bombay - -«+| Monthly : S 500 
8 » Daivadnya Samachar Do. ive igh an = 300 
115 » Dakshin Vritt ... is K olhdépur “ coe} Weekly os 150 
a ss —— : ea vee| Erandol lak ma a 45 
" anada . ie os ..| Vengurla ed oe 7 
118 | ,, Dhérwér Vritt ... < (oe oe Wak = i 750 
119 , Dhureen ... ses --| Belgaum ‘as i. oe 500 
120 ,, Dnyan Prakash . Se vee] FOCUS - oc oo eae ae ; a 1.C00 
121 » Dnyan Sagar via ane bas Bel Kolhapur si - Do. ae ‘9 
7 é A 90 
122 , Ganga Lahari ..| Nasik . ia sa Do. | 200 
ms |. Geen. ..| Bombay ih : 1.500 
oo 1. Be. a 8000 
125 » Hindu Punch “vs si ..| Lhana.. vie .«.| Weekly Ze i 600 
— ae OO eee ee | Ahmednagar... ...!_ Doo. soil 300 
127. | ,, Jagad-hitechchhu ase ies ...| Poona ,.. i Ve | 4,500 
128 , ,, Jagatsamachar ... ees ..| Thana ... a ne ae e "600 
iso | , Kau vA sins vec .«| Poona .., a a | 1.208 
mM a a es. ee ae 
131 | ,, Kalpataru... ...| Sholapur or oe “See sf 400 
132 | » Karmanuk ge ..| Poona... ose ed ee os a 2,000 
133 Cs Keral IXokil ..| Bombay ..| Monthly... aA 2.000 
‘| y BO... .».| Poona... ..| Weekly ... ~ 8,000 
135 », Khandesh Chitragupta .. sis .-| Dhulia i an. Gi 125 
136 », Khandesh Vaibhav... ree i oo eee| Do. a 370) 
187 | , Khara Prakér . «| Bombay | Monthly a ee 
138 , Kumtha Vritt ..| Kumta ..| Weekly i 2006 
139 | ,, Kutumbi ... ..| Sholapur Do. a 
140 5, Wokaseva.. ve! Nasik , 98 Do. val 325 
141 , Madatnis.. a Ratnagiri ie: wa ae ce 200 
142 ,» Madhu Makshika .».| Belgaum Do. ‘a 660 
143 »» Madhu Vritt ... ...| Wai Do. ‘ 126 
144 ,, Mah4r4shtra Mitra ove | Satara Do. a 256 
145 », Maharashtra Vritt sic coe ok < We 401 Do. | 5C 
146 », Manohar ... 0 eee) SOMpUL ‘ Fortnightly % 
147 | » Mitrodaya i -: ee. | Weekly ..  ... 150 
148 | " Moda Vritt — ... "| Wai... “1. De. “| 1900 
149 | ,, Mumbai ha wail es ies ..| Bombay ..| Daily ea 1,300 
150 » Nagar Samachéar.. eco = ene Ss oe AMeEdnayar ... ... Weekly . 150 
161 | | Nasik Vaibhav ... ..| Nasik ... 7 ea ae ee 300 
152 », Nasik Vritt ' a Sy ee Oy = ki a 300 
153 | ,, Nipdni Vaibhav .. ive ..| Nipdni... i [ie ea | 84 
154 | , Nydya Sindhu ee = Ahmednag: ie ss i ee es = 300 
159 ,, Panchénan at ee ..| Karad .. pe ok ee ee 170 
156 | . Pandhari Bhushan is Pandharpur ae ee ee | 235 
157 | ,, Pandhari Mitra . ‘és Do. bie ; Do. " 160 
158 | ,. Pen Samdchéi: . -;, a ‘4 oe vl 120 
159 » Loona Vaibhav ... ..| Lalegaon Dabhdda ...| Do. xe 975 
160 | ,, Prabodh Chandrika ..| Jalgaon Aa | 40 
161 », Prabodh Ratna ... ».| Barsi ... 2 cal 94 
162 » Sree os . oe Tslampur i Do. | 300 
163 | ,, Raghav Bhushan oc| SOG ws. | e 200 
164 55 satya Shodhak hoe ...| Ratnagiri a *. G00 
165 ,, satyavakta a coe oee ...| Vengurla | Do. coe 275 
te) ee a as | ak eel or es sal 220 
167 » Sholapur Samachar... ssi ...| Sholapur a ae wd 400 
168 5 Shubh Suchek ..| Sétéra ... a a va 250 
169 5, sudarshan ; ee -»-|/ Ahmednagar ... oof aa 390 
170 | ,, Sudhakar Oo ae cast PR ces a ee. 300 
171 », Sumant ... - ie cost SAP. 5° ee ee eee 7 200 
172 | ,, Tukér4m ... ..| Ahmednagar ... ae kes i 100 
75 | » Vartadarsha .»| Malvan ; see Do. ooo! 209 
174 »  Vartdhar ... aaa eee ree kg +. voo| LYI- weekly se] “oe 
175 | ,. Vartdnidhi i tia eg is | Weekly .. | 2,000 
176 » WVatandar.. Rs as a ers - 200 
177 | 9 Vengurla Vritt ... ica cas ..| Vengurla Do. _ ° 110 
178 | ,, Vidya Vilds Se ae ee at ee Rk CTA 600 
179 ” Vikshipta .. eee eee eee eee Bombay te Do. oe eee, 1,800 
180 | ra Vir shaivamata Prakash ...| Akalkot ‘i Do. me sua 106 
181 , ,, Vividh Dnyén Vistér .; Bombay ,..| Monthly ... ee 500: 
182. | ,, Vritiasédr ... cool WAi ...| Weekly ... a 400 
183 , Vritt Sindhu Kérwar... eee se ae Ses < eee 
184 , Vritt Sudha oes | Sdtéra . ae rome ee: "SRE ooel 110 
185 re V yapari ee pris cee "| Poona ae ee Do a eee 500 
Yeola Vaibhav... oes = Yeola ... Do. eee ‘e eee 


SINDI.- 


The Kbairkhah Sind 
198 ; ,, Muin-ul-Islam ... ... 
199 | ,, Sind Sudhar ‘as ie 


... Karachi 


Do. 


.-| Weekly 
eee Do, 
: Do. 


| Number of 


No. Names of Newspapers. : Place cf Publication. — : Edition, (Copies issued. 
| Soars senses 
. al 1 ESE restric TT 
URDU. dew 
10 1 TRO RPP ae OY eee Ee 500 
191 » Alam Aphroz Bambai ... ee eo} Do. ai -( Tri-monthly _... 200 
eee eee eee | sco = eno] Weekly ... ve 300 
193 | ,, Eombay Punch Bahddur,. ...  .... Do. eee ee 50) 
194 » india Gazette .. eee iia “i ae ide at ee oe 1,000 
195 9 Jah&numa... eee eee eee aa Do. eee eee Do. tee eee een 
196 | ,, Makbul-e-Aalum ase 00 s Ahmednagar... «| Do. .. =o 900 
197 9 Munsif-i-Deccan Tt) eee eee ees Bombay eee eee) Daily “apie. Ka 80 
198 » Muslim Heraid ...  ... abe | a soe wos Weekly ak. 1,500 
199 , Nayar-i-Islam _... coe - iss} Ws oes es) A as 6 se 
200 99 Safir... eee eee eee eoe vee, Do. eee oon Do, ee. @e- 15) 
201 » Sult4n-ul-Akhbar... es ‘a | Do. oe ve! Daily. ‘ 15) 
Mara’THI AND Ka‘NARESE. | 

| ! 
202 |The Chandrika oma we Ae hr eeee 100 
203 » Karnitak Vaibhav “a is ..» Bijapur are a eee ae ia 300 
204, »  Siddheshvar me a ome i we oo Ee eee ee oe 150 
4 vee a _ Karwar Ae ea A 453 

: 

MaRA’rHI AND URDU. : 
206 | The Gulbarga Samachar ... i ...| Gulbarga... " Weekly ... “aa 450 

PCRTUGUESE-KONKANI 

207 |The Luso-Concanim ... oe ini ...| Bombay ‘a see] Weekley ... ‘ios £00 


Notes —A. The notices from the different Newspapers have been coliccted in the Report under different heads 
which are printed in italics. 

B. The names of Newspapers are printed in the margin of the Report in italice, and the number of the News- 
paper in the above list is printed in brackets after the name. 


C. The system of spelling vernacular words followed by the Reyzorter is the tane as that adoptcd in the 
Oticial Spelling List of the Bembay Presidency. One peculiar feature of ihis system js inat v.nen the long (a &] 
or di) is the last letter of a word, the accent is left out, and the short a (Si =u in gtm) is, to prevent confusion, 
never placed at the end of a word. This rule has been strictly followed, except that when the sl ort a appears to be 
absolutely necessary to complete the pronunciation of a wcrd, asin Aruncdaya or the well-known Mitra, it isyr.vted 
with a mark over it to indicate that it is short, thus-- -d. 


D. The figures giving the circulation or number of copies published of each newspaper and pericdical as 
furnished by the proprietor, are not guaranteed as accurate, and in some instances must be regarded with 2aution, 
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7. 
Politics and the Public Administration. 


1. Lord Elgin’s incautious and unwise declaration of the doctrine of 
force in the Government of the Indian Empire has 
Comments on Lord Curzon’s naturally called forth adverse criticism. A speech 
, ac at the old Etonians which(contained not a word of sympathy for the people, 
‘Guardti (12), 6th Nov., and afi least impliedly recognized this doctrine, has 
Eng. cols, easily lent itself to unfavourable comment. Lord 
Curzon’s utterance on the subject at a farewell ban- 
quet given by old Etonians stands in somewhat pleasing contrast with that of the 
retiring Viceroy. Lord Curzon said he had gladly accepted the Viceroyalty, 
because he loved India, This is, indeed, a very noble sentiment, and we shall not 
mar its beauty by subjecting it to invidious and rigidly severe analysis of the 
complex causes and motives that prompted the acceptance. John Bull has not 
much of true poetry in his soul, but when he gives expression to the higher 
element in him, we should be inclined to weleome it rather than subject it to 
unpleasant dissection. ‘The next sentiment to which Lord Curzon gave utter- 
ance is worthy of the exalted post to which he has been appointed. Britain’s 
mission in India was, he deciared, to maintain by justice what had been won 
by the sword. The second part of the statement is open to criticism, whilst the 
first will be re-echocd in every part of the country. We are happy to find 
ourselves in agreement wit!: Lord Curzon on the line of policy to be followed 
in dealing with the affairs of the Indian Empire. The third sentiment to which 
he gave expression is also equally wise. The Viceroy, while upholding the 
authority of the Quecn, must, he remarked, also regard the feelings and scruples 
of the Natives. If the principle of justice wit! its derivatives is to be the para- 
mount consideration, and if the feelings and scruples of the subject population 
are to be respected in all matters, we do not think that there will ever arise in 
this country any occasion for upholding the authority of the Queen, because 
the people themselves will uphold it of their own accord. In the suggestive 
words of the Premier of the dominion, they will love England because her 
domination over them will not be a yoke of iron but a thread of silk. The last 
year’s troubles were due entirely to the disregard of the above principles in this 
presidency. Strangely enough Elphinstone’s avowed disciple and his advisers 
think that the detention of the Natu brothers as State prisoners is still necessary 
for vindicating the authority of the Queen, because one of them had the 
audacity to assert in anticipation Lord Curzon’s views in connection with the 
administration of plague measures! We sincerely hope His Lordship’s prin- 
ciples will not receive strange developments in this direction, when he has thus 
proclaimed himself from the house-tops a follower of those principles. Lord 
Curzon’s principles are certainly unexceptionable ; but what India wants is a 
little more of the practice than of their formal enunciation. Past experience 
justifies us in saying that i: is prudent on the whole to moderate one’s hopes 
and expectations about 1.cw Governors and Viccroys with a view to avoid the 
paintul shock of bitter and frightful disappointment in the end. Let our 
countrymen, therefore, hold their soul in patience. 


2. ‘To judge by the summary telegraphed out to India, Lord Curzon’s senti- 
Sndien Goodies tb, Oh ments towards this country appear less pronounced 
se ee ee than those of his worthy predecessor. Whilst the latter 
| reminded us, the other day, that India had been won 
by the sword and would be retained by the sword if need be, the Viceroy-elect is 
content to substitute “ justice’ for the sword as the means of maintaining the 
Empire. ‘This may practically come to six of onc and half a dozen of the other. 
But Lord Curzon starts with a distinct advantage in his favour by avowing that 
he has accepted the Viceroyalty because he loves India. This is by no means 
inconsistent with his desire to secure the boundaries of tlo Empire; the only 
question is as tothe cost. In spite of a prosperous year before us, we doubt if 
India can bear any further strain on her already crippled resources. Then, as 
regards the “sword,” one may well ask, whese sword? There isa fallacy under- 
lying the sentiment that India has been conquered by the British sword. The 
process of acquisition will not bear close looking into. Atany rate, it is the Indian 
sword, more than the British, to which Great Britain is indebted for her possession 
Con 1162—3 
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of this dependency. To remind the subjects so often of the sword seems to us to 
beimpolitic. In fact, it is not historical for a responsible statesman to appeal 
to the sword any more than it is to address himself to his “‘ subjects” in India. 
The latter are his fellow-subjects, if he will read history aright :. fellow-subjects 
and fellow-workers in one common enterprise. Lords Roberts, Elgin and Curzon 
doubtless know this better than we do. Why is it, then, tiat they swear by 
the sword? Perhaps they address their message, not to the people and princes 
of India, but to outside enemies, real or imaginary. In that case, we have 
little quarrel with advocates of the sword-theory. India docs not want a 
change of rulers All she wants is a just and prudent management of her 
affairs. If England cannot provide this, the fault is hers, as also the loss arising 
out of that failure. Is a wise and popular internal administration consistent 
with incessant activity abroad ? 


3. If Lord Curzon loves and shows due regard for the interests of the — 
a 7 : people of India, His Lordship may rest assured that 
Kaiser-e-Hind (1%), 6th  Trdia will not fail to love and respect him in retur 
Nov. , p in return, 
) His Lordship’s observation respecting the feelings of 
the Natives deserrescommendation. We are gratified with His Lordship’s views 
thus far, but are sorry to differ from him in his views of the frontier policy. 
There is, however, consolation to be derived from the fact that along with the 
Viceroy, the Commander-in-Chief and the Finance Minister are also new men.’ 
There is a rumour that one of them has |-een particularly warned to pay 
special attention to the internal management of India, to improve her financial 
condition and also to promote arts and commerce. 


4, The Kdthiiwdadno Himdyatt considers the views of Lord Curzon to 
be noble, and says that if His Lordship will act in 
conformity with justice and will respect the feclings 
of the people, he will strengthen the foundation of 
the British Empire in India. It is hoped, adds the Himayati, that His 
Lordship will take the first opportunity to relax the new restrictions on the 
liberty of speech and writing. 


Kethidwadno  Himedyat: 
(73), 6th Nov. 


5. The appointment of the new Indian Finance Minister in succession to 
Sir James Westland has been well received in English 
Comments on the appoint- official circles and by the press generally. ‘“ Mr. 
peal Se Dawkins,’”’ writes a very well informed correspondent 
~ Champion (2), Gth Nov. trom London, “is a strong man, and I understand 
that the new Viceroyalty is not to be one of military 
adventure, or of too rapid railway extension, but one of retrenchment and of 
fiscal and administrative improvement.” ‘This will be a disappointment to the 
Simla military people, familiarly known in India as the ‘Simla gang,’ but Sir 
William Lockhart, the new Commander-in-Chief, is by no means a fire-eater, 
nor is he bent on frontier fighting. It is said, at any rate, that the instructions 
for the new régime are “ to concentrate attention on infernal administration, on 
fiscal reform, and on the measurés needed to encourage trade and industry, aud 
above all to secure financial cquilibrium.”? The programme is deserving of all 
commendation, and considering that this has been the aim of the National 
Congress for several years past, which that advisory body has been vainly 
(apparently) striving to induce the Indian Government to adopt, its consumma- 
tion after many days may be considered not only a triumph for the Congress 
party, but an encouragement to them to continue in the path of agitation for 
peace and reform in the administration. 


6, Asa lawyer Sir Louis Kershaw, the new Chief Justice of the Bom- 
bay High Court, has had considerable professional 

The new Chief Justice of experience in the North-Eastern circuit. He is about 
the Bombay ag peg . 54 years old and is presumably bred up in the best 
ie ola. (2): CE NOV teaditions of British Courts. All this ought to mean 
| mature Judgment, judicial independence and dignified 

bearing on the Bench. It must also mean that the relations of the Bench and 
Bar will he pleasant and harmonious during his tenure of office. He has been 
described to be a man of good sense, perfectly straight, who will not play to the 
gallery, and withal a very kind-hearted gentleman. ‘This is a very excellent 
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testimonial to start with. We do not care to enquire how far his appointment 
has been influenced by party considerations in a country governed through the 
machinery of political parties. Provided His Lordship walks in the footsteps 
of Sir Michael Westropp and Sir Charles Sargent, or the great English J udges 
who have contributed to the glory and prestige of English Courts, his political 
creed is not a matter of special concern to us. The Indian High Couris are 
rightly looked up to as palladiums of justice and have materially strengthened 
the hold of the British Government on the mind of the people. We offer our i 
cordial welcome to the new Chief Justice and hope that he will add to the reputa- i 
tion and prestige of the Bombay High Court by a jealous and scrupulous regard | 
for its independence as well as for the rights and liberty of Her Majesty’s * i 
subjects, and by tempering justice with mercy and sympathy. { 


7. Sir Louis —s > ~~ the fortunate individual who has been y 

oo i selected to fill the vacant Chief Justiceship of the Hi 
Mov, Hog. aud (CS), 6th igh Court of Bombay. We have nothdeg to say 
against the appointment. Sir Louis is entirely new. 
to the country, having only been appointed six months ago to be the Chief ] 
Justice of the Allahabad High Court in the place of Sir John Edge. The new \ 
Chief Justice is well spoken of in quarters competent to pronounce an opinion 
cn him. But he comes entirely inexperienced about Indian matters, and it is 
feared it will be some years before he will be fully conversant with Indian 
cases coming before our Appellate Courts. It is quite possible he may prove 
efficient in less time, if he is a man of superior calibre. It should be remem- 
bered that since 1873, the Chief Justiceship of the Court has been filled by 
a Judge with full Indian experience. It should also be remembered that 
former Chief Justices, say Sir Mathew Sausse and those who preceded him, 
confined themselves entirely to original jurisdiction. They had nothing to 
do with Appellate Courts, which were presided over by Civilian Judges. But 
the Letters Patent constituting the High Court have made great changes 
which it is needless to recount here. One of those changes made it incumbent 
on the Chief Justice to sit generally with one of the Civilian Judges in the 
disposal of appeals from the mofussil. Sir Michael Westropp, Sir Charles 
Sargent and Sir Charles Farran regularly sat in our Appellate Courts and were 
able to dispose of appeals without any extraneous assistance. It will be difficult 
for the new Chief Justice to do so, and meanwhile the public may suffer 
owing to his inexperience. Under the circumstances Mr. Justice Parsons, in our 
opinion, would have made a really capable and efficient successor of Sir Charles 
Farran, and we think the Presidency Association was quite justified, from the 
public point of view, ia bringing his claim to the notice of the State Secretary. 
There was no political motive behind, as the Zimes of India would absurdly 
make people believe without an iota of evidence. Of course, the patronage 
being in the hands of the Secretary of Statc, he is competent to give away this 
legal prize to any one whom he and the Prime Ministcr choose. That does not 
affect the public grounds on which alone the Association thought Mr. Parsons 
might make a capable.and impartial Chicf Justice. 


8, Sir Louis is practically a stranger to India, and in one sense we musi 
congratulate our High Court on having obtained a 
practised lawyer without any tinge of Anglo-Indian or 
} service prejudice in him, Asa rule, Barrister-Judges 
appointed from the English Bar have proved a far greater success in Indian High 
Courts than Civilian Judges who have risen from the service, and we welcome 
Sir Louis as a Barrister of a circuit practice of nearly twenty-eight years in 
England. Sir Louis comes in after a long line of eminent Judges like Sir MW. 
Westropp and Sir Charles Sargent, and we hope he will prove at least as great a 
success as his predecessors in office, and will preserve untarnished the excellent 
traditions which the Bombay High Court has hitherto maintained for even- 
handed justice and stern independence of character. His Lordship will do well 
to keep in mind the fact. that these traditions have been built up by such dis- 
tinguished personages as Sir M. Westropp, Sir John J ardine, Sir Charles 
Sargent, and Sir Erskine Perry. Let us hope Sir Louis will fully justify the 
selection which Her Majesty has made to fill the highest judicia! post in 
the Bombay Presidency. We are glad a good compromise seems to have been 
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arrived at whereby Sir Louis Kershaw comes over to Bombay and Mr. Justice 
Strachey goes to Allahabad. The small insight that the correspondent of a 
contemporary gave to us last week as to the way in which these things are 
managed at home should make us thankful for having oltained Sir Louis 
Kershaw and no other obscure individual on account of his having rendered 
political service to the Ministers at a Parliamentary election. 


9. The appointment of Sir Louis Kershaw as Chief Justice of Bombay 
will come as a surprise to most people. We do not 
know what the political creed of the new Chief 
Justice is ; we are therefore at a loss to say whetlicr his 
transfer is to be taken asa reward for any political services he may have rendered 
to his party. But the riddle may admit of some solution when we take into 
account the circumstance that there were some Anglo-Indians who were almost 
clamouring for the appointment of Mr. Justice Strachey as Chief Justice. 
Mr. Justice Strachey is a son of Sir John Strachey, who enjoys considerable 
influence at the India Office. In the Tilak trial he rendered no mean service, 
if indeed service it can be called, to Government. It is more than pro- 
bable, therefore, that the appointment of Sir Louis Kershaw may be meant 
to make room for Justice Strachey at Allahabad. And indeed the Calcutta 
correspondent of the Madras Standard wires that that young Judge will pro- 
bably go as Chief Justice to Allahabad. If this prophecy turns out true, then 
the whole procedure will afford an excellent example of the means which 
party politicians adopt in accomplishing their not-very pure objects. We 
shall wait and watch, but in the meanwhile we protest against the appoint- 
ment of Sir Louis Kershaw as Chief Justice of the Bombay High Court, since 
it overrides the due rights of the acting Chief Justice, Mr. Justice Parsons, 


Indu Prakash (29), 7th 
» Nov., ing. cols, 


10. The Pioneer of Allahabad says that Sir Louis Kershaw was a popular 
: Judge. It is difficult to say with what class of people 
meneens 6th) Tae oe he was “popular.” But if the Pioneer is expressing 

its own opinion about the Chief Justice, then we must confcss to « feeling of 
nervousness in the mattcr—the likes and dislikes of the Pioneer and the public 
have unfortunately been so opposed to each other. Turning to Sir Louis 
Kershaw, we think we may expect that gentleman to prove to be an independent 
and efficient Judge, regard being had to the fact that he comes fresh from 
the free atmosphere of England and is not taken from the official ranks. But 
it may also be noted here that Bombay would have felt the morc assured if the 
vacant office had been conferred upon one of those whose experience at the 
Indian Bench or Bar and whose known independence of character had in public 
opinion fitted them most for it. It may be remembered that the names of 
Mr. Justice Parsons and Mr, James Jardine were being mentioned in connection 
with the Chief Justiceship of Bombay, and though the public has an open mind 
with regard to Sir Louis Kershaw, it can be positively said that it would 
have been greatly pleased if either of the above-named gentlemen had been 
appointed. Mr. Jardine is aQ. C. and has got intimate knowledge of Indian 
law by his first class practice at the Bombay Bar. As for Mr. Justice Parsons, 
his knowledge of law and independence of character are already well known, 
In this way both these gentlemen were eminently fitted for the high office on 
the Bombay Bench and the appointment of either of these would have extremely 
gratified the public, besides effectively guaranteeing the dignity of the office. 
But it seems that Mr. Strachey was to be made a Chief Justice somewhere ; 
it was found that time could wait for him no longer, and, as the report goes, the 
- Chief Justice of Allahabad is transferied to Bombay in order to make room for 
Justice Strachey as the Chief Justice of the Allahabad High Court. Looking 
at the thing from this point of view it seems clear that the appointment of 
Sir Louis Kershaw must be acceptable to the peopic because it had for its only 
alternative the elevation of Mr. Strachey from the chair of a puisne Judge to 
that of Chief Justice. The appointment of Sir Louis Kershaw, therefore, is not 
an unmixed disappointment with the public, and we hope that that gentleman 
will do full justice to his exalted office ard prove himself to be a fit successor 
of Sir Charles Farran. | 
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11. Itis now officially announced thatSir Louis Kershaw, the present Chief 
Praja Bandhu (20), 6th Justice of Allahabad, is appointed Chief Justice at 
Woe. Eng. pean Bombay. During the time that His Lordship has 
presided over the Allahabad Bench, Sir Louis Kershaw 
has given entire satisfaction to all appearing before kim. We are sure both the 
profession and the general public of this presidency have reason to congratu- 


late themselves on having got an independent gentleman of proved merit to be 
their next Chief Justice. 


12. Referring to the same appointment the Kesari says :—Sir Louis came 
cs chat, oe cs to India only five or six months ago and the Native 

esart (19%), th Nove press of the N.-W. Provinces has not as yet arrived at 
any correct estimate of his character. We are, however, very happy to note that 
the Honourable Mr. Justice Strachey has not been raised to the post of Chief 
Justice at Bombay. Though the honourable gentleman is a very clever and 
impartial Judge when both the parties are common subjects, we think in cases 
where the Government isa party he does not possess the confidence of the 
people. It is said that he is «ppointed to the vacant seat at Allahabad. If 
such be the case, we trust that Mr. Justice Strachey’s splendid services in the 
Tilak case will be rewarded when the Bombay High Court Chief Justiceship 
again falls vacant. 


13. The appointment of Sir Louis Kershaw to the Chief Justiceship of 
the Bombay High Court was as unexpected as was 
the premature demise of the late Chief Justice, Sir 
Charles Farran. Sir Louis Kershaw is a Barrister-at-law and is nearly 53 years 
old. By making him the successor of Sir Charles Farran Government have 
passed over the claims of Mr. Justice Parsons, vielding themselves to the technical 
objection raised against appointing a Civilian to the vacant post. Mr. Justice 
Parsons is a Civil Servant in addition to being, like Sir Louis Kershaw, a 
Barrister-at-law. We do not understand why a Civilian should be declared 
ineligible to oceupy the highest judicial seat when he can be appointed not only 
the highest revenue officer but even a Lieutenant-Governor or a Governor. 
Government will do well to remedy the injustice that is being done to Civilians. 


14. Jor some time past nothing has been known in connection with the 
unfortunate Natu brothers. Their bonds are indeed 
Bombay Government aad being relaxed, buf in an inappreciably slow manner, 
ee © Q2) The public and the victims of the misguided policy 
oth “ii 8 nh hg "of the Bombay Government have ad nauseam appeal- 
ed to the good sense and judgment of the paternal 
Government cither to try them on definite charges and allow them to clear their 
reputation, or to liberate them without any conditions. The tardy justice which 
(Jovernment purposes doing bit by bit is sufficient only to exasperate the 
people, who clearly see that Government are swerving from the path of 
justice, and who are now ‘;rowing day by day reluctant to say, as they were 
wont to say before, that 1 ie present British Government is based on equal 
justice to all. When men of the position and means of the Natus are thrown 
into prison and denied a hearing for more than fifteen months, how can the 
masses, who have neither means nor position, expect to obtain that justice which 
two Deccan Sardars have failed to obtain f 


15, We thought that the punishment of tie offenders in the Barrack pore 
tragedy would have some restraining influence on 

Comments on the alleged soldiers. But cases of assault and accidental shooting 
tendency of British soldiers jy these pampered favourites are not decreasing. 
ia papel ee Noy, Hardly two consecutive weeks pass without som> 
Ling. cols. 7 soldierly performance of this kind. We have re- 
peatedly pointe: out in these columns that soldiers 

cannot be expected to behave better unless our Courts show greater strength 
of character and greater sympathy towards the victims of their heart- 
less freaks. Judicial tribunals cannot be expected t> come up to the mark, 
unless tho relations of the rulers and the ruled are placed upon a morc satis- 
factory footing. As we remarked last time, so long as any expression of 
approval or disapproval on the part of the Native community fails to exercise 


‘ 


any perceptible influence on the attitude of our rulers, the soldicrs’ heroic per- 
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formances on the bodies of ‘ niggers’ are bound to continue. If the whole ques- 
tion were examined more deeply, it would be found that the causes of cowardly 
attacks on defenceless Natives are partly social and partly political. The almost 
daily use of the word ‘ nigger’ throws a flood of light upon the mental working 
of the soldier. Lord Elgin little imagined what profound significance.his recent 
appeal to the doctrine of the sword had with reference to the question under 
discussion. Viceroys and Governors can only be expected to lay down policies 
and principles from their exalted places. Those lower down in social and 
intellectual scale naturally give effect to them in practice. That is their way 
of manifesting their attitude towards the subject population. As we have often 
observed, subordinate officials derive their inspiration from the higher sources. 
When these are not what they ought to be, the process of filtration can only 
take place in accordance with normal laws. ‘I'he British soldier is subject to 
the same laws and influences. Why is it that Native soldiers are not, as a rule, 
found to act like brutes? In their case there are the racial forces and social 
cheeks which exercise a strong restraining influence. The English soldier is 
perhaps even more intelligent than his Indian comrades. If he saw an improve- 
ment in the existing relations between the ‘ niggers’ and their rulers, we have 
not the faintest doubt that he will learn to cultivate a keener sense of respon- 
sibility than he doesnow. Butas things stand, he knows that Natives are nowhere. 
Only two weeks ago we quoted in these columns the facts of a case in which 
a coolie was dragged by some soldiers and thrown into a well. Weshould think 
they must have derived immense amusement from such an eminently humane 
pastime. How this brilliant achievement is rewarded remains to be seen. 
From Madras comes the report of the conviction of a soldier for causing the 
death of a boy by arash and negligent act. The maximum punishment for 
this offence is two years’ imprisonment. The accuscd was, however, sentenced 
to nine months’ rigorous imprisonment by Mr. Justice Boddam. In our 
judgment the sentence is not of as deterrent a character as it should have been. 
Mild sentences, acquittals and discharges have hitherto failed to reform soldiers. 


16. The Jdm-e-Jumshed notives the case of one Jotindra Roy, a Bengali 
A le a candidate, who having passed his examination for 
See eee ee the Indian Civil Service is said to have been declared 

date for the Indian Civil Ser- a ae é area: : 
vice struck off from the list by the Civil Service Commission physically unfit, 
on the score of physical unfit- aud expresses regret that the Secretary of State for 


a India should have struck off Jotindra’s name from 
Now? among the suecessful candidates and thereby marred 


the future of a bright native of India instead of 
generously waiting for a year, as was recommended and prayed for on behalf of 
the candidate, to see if be rallied in that time and was found fit for the service. 


17. A correspondent, who was once serving in the Assam-Bengal Railway 
| Company, thus writes to the Zukdrdin regarding the 
Alleged slavery at the tea- alleged horrible slavery of the labourers in the tea- 
gardens in Bengal. ad R 
Tule ram (172), 4th Noy. Plantations in Bengal :—All the tea-gardens are owned 
by Europeans, who engage agents to obtain coolie 
labourers to work in the tea-farms. ‘These agents visit villages and persuade 
labourers by giving them coloured descriptions of the prospects they will have 
of bettering their condition if they accept service under the tea-planters, and 
place them before the Magistrates, before whom they are made to enter 
into an agreement to serve for three years, They are then sent to the tea- 
farmers, Thus begins their time of slavery. All the expectations originally 
held out to them vanish ina moment and they are actually starved. They 
are ever in the custody of the sepoys of the farmers and so find no opportunity 
of making a complaint about their treatment. The kind British Government, 
it is hoped, will give heed to this matter which calls for early redress. 
18. The account of the Udapur tragedy shows how completely our villages 
LT eT TE at the mercy of cven small bands of dacoits armed 
supply arms to village officers with a fow deadly weapons. This dacoity was not, 
with a view to prevertdacoie let us remember, tlic result of agricultural distress or 


er ai | - &@ sudden gust of the debtor's passion for revenge 
= Spectator (4), 6th against the all-devouring money-lender. Nor is this 


the first instance of daring and inhuman dacoity 
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in that part of our presidency. We trust Government will take some steps to 
put an end to this chronic state of insecurity of life and property. To send 
special hunting expeditions against these dacoits, either of the police or the 
military, will not suffice. Something should be done to infuse greater spirit 
and courage amongst the villagers of these districts. A wholesome laxity in 
the operation of the Arms Act would seem to be the best way, both for provid- 
ing the villagers with the means of defence and for counteracting the degeneracy 
that seems to have come over them. Would it not be possible for Government 
to keep in the charge of the Patel of each village a few arms and to train a dozen 
young men to their use? It should not be difficult to organize something like 
a village militia for defence against dacoits. They had a system of defence even 
against strong bands like those of the Pindharis under the old order of things. 
But the policy of disarmament has swept away everything. If the Patel and a 
few other leading men be held directly responsible, there would be small danger 


of a misuse of the arms. Why, they might be of use even as preventives of 
riots. ) 


19, Is the method of arm-to-arm vaccination still at work in the districts ? 
| We thought Government had been convinced of its 
Ross penny tate | _ 08 a eo a it a But in 
Ss dee ae ndia, unfortunately, methods often change with men 
go Spectator (4), 8th at the heads of rome Lest and we are not surprised 
to learn that the taking of the pus from the arm of a 
poor man’s child and putting it into scores of others still prevails in the 
mofussil. The possibility of a loathsome disease being conveyed from child to 
child in this way ought to be patent to those in charge of the Vaccination 
Department. ‘The agency as well as the method must be very cheap: a few 
rupees a month for the vaccinator, and nothing at all for the child from 
which the serum is taken. What if the child has inherited a taint and 
imparts it to the whole village or town? That is how the interests of the 
Common people are taken care of. 


20. <A correspondent from Belgaum writes:—All the papers in the pre- 
sidency are ringing with the praise of the Bombay 
Alleged inconsistency be- (Jovernment for tne recent plague resolution, which 
tween the recent plague jig being prominently published and translated in all 
regulations and the arrange- - , : 
ments existing at Belgaum, | the vernacular papers. ‘The Government thought the 
Mah wtta (7), 6th Nov. matter so urgent that they had to publish the resolu- 
tion in an extraordinary issuc of the Government 
Gazette. But the haste was, it seems, in the matter of publication only and 
not in enforcement. The result is that the people are deceived into the 
belief that all the obnoxious restrictions and obstructions that they used to 
meet with while travelling by rail have been removed by the said resolution, 
and we see cart-loads of passengers arriving from surrounding villages to 
the railway station only to go back disappoiuted. Although the resolution 
states that the passes have been abolished, the people here are still obliged 
to march with their women and children to the municipality to get the 
passes, because it is a rule here that all persons—whatever their sex or 
age may be—who want to travel by rail must first pay their court to the 
Collector in the municipality. It is hoped that Government will soon see their 
way to enforce their resolution. 


21. Weare glad to announce that Mr. Cappel, the District Collector of Dhar- 
| ; war, has been appointed Commissioner of the Southern 
Plague administration of )ivision. He tried his utmost to keep off the plague 

oe at Dharwar from Dhérwir when it was raging fiercely in other 
Ang (99:, 6th Nov. places, but his efforts were nob crowned with deserved 
success. The disease first dislocated the town of Hubli 

and then effected its entrance into Dhérwir. ‘The stringent measures adopted by 
Mr. Cappel had a salutary effect in checking the advance of the plague. The 
deathrate in the town is extremely low. People are sorry to sce that such an 
expert in battling with the plague is going away from among them. We hope he 
will be allowed to continue in his present duties for some time more until the 


plague is completely rooted out, 


14, 


, 22. The Belgaum Samdckdr describes the 
bi age gy gd i measures which the Collector of Sdtara has adopted 
ments regarding the plague. from the first outbreak of plague in that district, and 

Belgaum Samachar (106), points ouf that Mr. Cappel and others will do well to 


Tth Nov. take a leaf out of his book. iy 


23, The Vritta Sudha writes a long article in which it points out that the 
Alleged necessity of placing Persons that are attacked by bubonic fever do not 
plague medicines within easy eet medicine at the proper time. In its opinion -the 
veach of the people in the vate of mortality will be very greatly reduced if 


eo hig es 184). rh Proper measures be taken to make medicines avail- 
OT pilates a able to the inhabitants of every village in the Stara 
| District. | | 


24, The Shri Saydjt Vijaya considers the notification recently issued by the 

| Collector of Surat in connection with all arrivals from 

ae - foe We ar infected places to be likely to cause great hardship to 
OL Nov. OS"? the people, asks whether it is at the instance of his 
subordinates, actuated by selfish motives, that he is 

still in favour of the system of quarantine which has been abolished by 
Government, and finds fault with the leading citizens of Surat for not agitating 
the question by convening a public meeting with a view to make a repre- 


sentation to Government. 


25. <A correspondent of the Praju Bandhu writes :—The plague sees to 

| be spreading and doing ravages’ at Umreth in the 

Plague at Umreth in the Kaira District. On an average ‘therc are about four 

a hay sone (20), 6th attacks a day and there is a proportionate number of 

Sly se eape r t deaths, and it is very difficult for the relations of the 

dead to procure men to carry the corpses to the burn- 

ing ground either for love or for money owing to the funeral parties being 

detained in quarantine for ten days. The residents of those localities where 

plague has already made its appearance have been ordered to vacate their houses 

and tne work of disinfection and whitewashing is gomg on. Although the 

pass systeia is abolished, people are prohibited from entering the neighbouring 

villages without passes. Schools have been closed and teachers employed on 
plague duty. In short the town is in a state of confusion and tribulation, 


26. The decision in the protracted and unpleasant trial of Clive Durant for 
extortion and conspiracy could hardly have coire as 
Comments on the Durant @ Surprise on those who had carefully watched the 
case tried at the last Criminal later developements of the case. Not that it is quite 
ae of the Bombay High mene of a pomentnd nad indocant man having come 
gf ae ne out of a trying ordeal, with his character and reputa- 
— em tion fully te, Frat and re-established: But Dasent 
has escaped mainly because the charge against him 
rested on the evidence of persons who were much more unworthy of credence 
than himself. As the presiding Judge aptly remarked in his exceptionally 
fair and impartial summing up, the whole case was one “ mass of plot and 
counter-plot, of chicanery and fraud’’; and the jury must be content even if 
they came only to this deliberate conclusion that it was impossible for human 
ability or patience to unveil it sufficiently, and that, therefore, the safest course 
was to leave the two sets of rogues, who charged and counterecharged and plotted 
and counter-plotted, in the position in which they were before one of them 
challenged the Courts to find out who were the greater rogues. We should 
think that the jury acquitted Durant mainly because they were foreed to give 
him the benefit of doubt by the impossibility of believing the story of Nana- 
bhoy. } 


27. The Durant case came to a close on Saturday week, and the result has 
| been, as was generally anticipated, in favour of the 
accused. Durant and the other accused have been 
| | acquitted, and practically the verdict of the jury is a 
condemnation of the prosecution. As regards Cuverji and Dady, it seemed 
that they were quite innocent of the charge and ought not to have been 
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dragged iato Court. Anyhow, the presiding Judge, in his summing. 
remarked that their eviilense, given as witebates rng Foc of Durant, a 
straightforward and honest. It is a fortunate circumstance that they have 
escaped the clutches of their influential and monied pursuers. Popular sym- 
pathy was with them and that sympathy found full vent on their acquittal. 


28. The extortion case that dragged its weary length till it nearly compro- 
Gujaret Mitra (13), 6th mised the dignity of our Courts has at last been closed 
Nova, Mag, ols and Clive Durant has been acquitted. The case ‘as it 


dragged on exposed dark spots in quarters where they 
were least expected (at least by those who were not in the know) and every lover 


of public decorum will read with relief that the case is over at last. There was 
hardly a case before which was such a public scandal. The'waste of time in the 
Courts, the complicated irrelevancies intended mainly to throw dust into the eyes 
of the jury, the mystery enveloping the character and antecedents of Durant, the 
Oriental Mills muddle bespattering great men whom the Indian world looks 
upon as great philanthropists, the shady character of the witnesses, the 
forgeries, the hush-money, &c., have contributed to make the Durant case 
unprecedented in the annals of our law Courts. It has exposed the nasty side 
of high life in Bombay, and those who love scandal will be greatly disap- 
pointed at the termination of what seemed an interminable case. Durant is 
saul to have been received with vociferous cheers by hundreds of Parsis who 
had gathered round the Court! What does this enthusiasm suggest? Was it 
at the triumph of justice that they rejoiced? Or was it that those who were 
worshipped as gods were found to have feet of clay? The withdrawal of the 
prosecutions and the vociferous enthusiasm are pregnant with sinister signifi- 
cance. Well may both parties say “ All ’s well that ends well.” 


Legislation, 


29. After dragging its slow length for over five weeks, the Durant case 

The Durant case at Bom. C2me to an end on Saturday last, It was felt from 
bay and the alleged ncezssity the beginning, as soon as some of the more disrepu- 
for amending the Indian table witnesses on behalf of the prosecution were 
Joint Stock Companies Act. gxamined, that the case must finally collaps2. The 
Champion (2), Gth Nov. Whole ease looked like an inverted pyramid, and the 
finale has shown that it wassuch. No wonder that Durant has been acquit- 
ted. It is clear that both sides did not go to Court with clean hands. It isa 
matter of regret, from the public point of view, that every one goes scot-free. 
It isonly an accident. which vrings Nanabhoy into the clutches of the law as 
an audacious perjurer, But we dave say that the cnds of justice might 
have been better satisfied if the real culprits, whoever they may be, whether 
on the side of the pros:cution or on the side of the defence, had been 
brought to book and puni hed. But we must not forget the original cause of 
the recent criminal procec lings. As every one knows, they arose out of the 
dissensions between the agents of the Oriental Mills on the one side and some 
of the dissatisfied shareholders on the other. ‘There was a hue and cry that the 
internal management of the mills was far from what was desirable. We have 
not the least inclination to enter into the merits or demerits of that dispute. 
All that we shall say here is that the Indian Joint Stock Companies Act really 
needs revision in some points, especially those which have for their object the 
better protection of shareholders and creditors from executive frauds. And 
in this connection there is greater need of reform in the auditing of accounts 
of public companies, which is more or less a solemn farce. Enormous abuses 
have recently crept into the management of joint-stock concerns, especially into 
the cotton mills at Bombay and Ahmedabad. Because these cotton mills have 
so long prospered, the inherent internal defects of management have remained 
uninvestigated and unchalienged. Another severe crisis like the one which 
followed in the wake of the failure of the Glasgow Bank might reveal many 
a serious flaw in the management of mills, as in the case of the mills 
belonging to Kessowji Naik, which eventually led to the punishment of 
- Nursey Kessowji, one of the agents, which might create such an excitement as 
to compel the Government to amend the Indian Companics Act. Things are as 
bad here in the matter of such companies‘as in the United Kingdom. Only the 
other day, at the tweiity-fifth annual mecting of the Iacorporated Law Society, the 
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redoubtable Sir Arthur Rollit, ‘while voting thanks to the president, took an 
Opportunity of expressing his opinion that‘ there ought ‘to be energetic action on 
behalf of the public prosecutor with the object of preventing abuses in the 
formation of public companies.’’ The evil needs to be checked at the very root. 
It is the memorandum an‘ articles of association which need to be made very 
stringent with a view to the protection of sharcholders and creditors who are 
being systematically defrauded. 


30, Report comes from Berar of one of those heart-rending tagedies 
which now and then occur to forcibly bring home to 
Request to Government to the mind the deplorably helpless condition of those 


introduce some changcs In  wnfortunate girls of the Hindu community whom an 
the law regarding the seduc- 


in at ikaw. accursed custom condemns to a life of perpetual 
Indian Spectator (4), :th Widowhood and whom even the State, the natural 
Nov. guardian of the weak and the oppressed, takes but 


small pains to protect. The facts of the case from 
Berar are few and simple, It is the old story of a girl, very well connected and 
belonging to a rich and respectable Brahmin family, losing her husband whilst 
she was yeta child and falling into the clutches of a seducer, getting into 
trouble through him, and committing child-murder in order to avoid the shame 
and misery for which her society knows no forgiving or expiation.. The seducer 
was away at Poona when the critical time came to his victim of choosing be- 
tween perpetual excommunication and the murder of the child whom she could 
not but love. The police got a clue to the affair and in due time the girl had 
to answer for her crime in a Court of law. Her seducer was there to give evi- 
dence against her—to swear that he knew her to have been with child through 
him. ‘The Sessions Judge had no alternative but to convict and sentence the 
unfortunate girl to transportation for life. But he was a man with a heart 
and expressed regret that he could not by law pass any lighter sentence. 
He thought, however, that the girl would be sufficiently punished with 
a sentence of six years’ imprisonment, and he declared his intention of 
asking the Government to commute the sentence of transportation to one 
of imprisonment for the period named. To us it appears that even six years 
in jail is too heavy a punishment in such cases. The shame and misery 
of the affair, the public exposure, the ordeal of the proceedings in Court, the 
dreary doom of the blank in store for future, and, above all, the consciousness 
of having been compelled for the sake of self to destroy her own child-—these 
are in themselves terrible punishments for girls who sin in this way. Surely 
they ought not to be classed with ordinary murderers. A change in the law, 
making a couple of years’ simple imprisonment the maximum punishment for 
ehild-murder by a widow, through shame, would, we think, amply meet the 
requirements of justise and morality. For one thing, it would make such 
crimes much more readily expose! than they are at present. Punishment against 
which the compassionate heart and the moral conscience revolt as being too 
severe can only have the effect of greater desire to suppress and hush up and 
a greater unwillingness to convict. A too severe law thus oniy defeats its own 
purpose—a proposition to the soundness of which the British law of crimes bears 
ample testimony. So far about the girl. But what are we to think of the 
seducer who takes advantage of the pitiable condition of the child-widow and 
lures her into sin, leaving her alone to take a!l the risks of the natural conse- 
quences of the sin? Inthe present instance, the seducer is, we understand, a 
Government servant and we are anxious to know if he has been dismissed. 
Dismissal, however, would be a small punishment for his crime. The law 
should have power to punish the seducer of a widow, just in the same way > 
as it has to punish the seducer of a woman living with her husband. 


Municipalities. 


31, The Shri Saydjz Vyaya disapproves of the recommendation made in 
Peto some quarters to appoint the Collector of Ahmedabad 
office. President ts the ©6©@8 President of the municipality of that city, says 
‘Ahmedabad Municipality that the municipal administration at Ahmedabad and 


desired. ye — Broach under non-official Presidents has clearly shown 
3 See Boyes Vaya (22), that Natives are quite fit to enjoy the franchise af 


iocal self-government, and recommends Mr. Manibhai 
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Fremabhai, who, it says, is in every way fitted, for the post of the President. 
The paper makes a suggestion to the inhabitants of Ahmedabad to convene a 
public meeting and to move the Government, if necessary, in the matter. 


32, The Rasik Ranji ne reports that the Gadag Municipality is so careless 
eee ie with regard to the sanitation of the city that it allows 
: ogee gg, hoe gm = be filth to gather in the streets though Government have 
Dhérwir. all along been insisting upon rigid attention being 
lasik Ranjini (100), 3ra Paid to such an all-important matter as sanitation, an 


Nov. requests the authorities to take early steps to improve 
the health of the town. : 


Native States, 


33. It is highly may that the Bombay Government should enquire into 

e present affairs of the Jundgad State in Kathidwar. 

ovelument to enquire int ora long time past no one has been appointed as 
the affairs of the Junigad permanent Diwan and the affairs of the State have 
State in Kathidwar. _ been managed by Rao Bahddur Purshotamrai Zala, 
- oe dno Himeyat'' Rao Bahddur Bechardas Viharidas being only Act- 

hs Friesen ing Diwan. It is said that Mr. Zala is supreme in the 
State and carries on any intrigues‘he likes and even misappropriates State money. 
The report is that he went to Bombay last month with a lakh of rupees 
and that he entrusted it to Mr. Mansukhran Suryaram, agent of the State, to 
meet some expenses. It is further rumoured that a pair of good horses was sent 
to Bombay as a present to some European, but that he having declined the offer 
the horses are kept at Nadiad at the house of Rao Bahddur Bechardas. It appears 
that a sum of about three lakhs of rupees has been entered in the account books 
as expenditure incurred in connection with the installation ceremony of the 
present Nawab, and if careful enquiries be made many revelations will be made 
as to the manner in which and the person by whom a large portion of the 
amount was spent. Both Vazir Bawdinbhai and Mr, Zala seem to wield a great 
influence over the Nawab and consequently the offences committed by the rela- 


tions of these two men are hushed up. There are other matters, but they being 


of a more serious nature will be placed before the public after a careful enquiry. 


34. A correspondent from Kolhapur writes :—One cannot guess what talis- 
| man there is with Colonel Wray which prevents the 


) Plague operations in Kol- Government of Bombay from bringing him to obey the 


hdpur and the Southern Mara- — »yJes laid down by itself. The resources of the Bombay 
gy ead (7), 6th Nov.; Government have been so great and yet from long 
Shri Saydjt Vijaya (22), Sth experience they have come to the conclusion that 
Nov. quarantines of all sorts are useless as preventive of the 

| | travelling of the disease and all British quarantines 
have therefore been abolished. But in an important Native State where a 
British officer rules, certain things are allowed which go directly against the 
prescribed plague policy of the Bombay Government. People look with amaze- 
ment and horror at the idea of the plague making its appearance at Kolhapur 


-and aman of Colonel Wray’s fame being the principal plague officer. We 


appeal to the Bombay Government in the name of all that is human and hope 
that they will see their way to removing this officer to some convenient hill 
station where there will be no likelihood of the infection of plague. It will be 
ood for both parties. The news of plague in some place nearer Kolhapur has 
ever been to Colonel Wray as the red rag to a bull, and like that dignitary he 
has ever been running frantic regardless of the inconvenicuces of the people at 
large. It is time, we believe, for the Bombay Government to put a stop to such 
grave scandals, and we earnestly hope that the administration of plague mea- 


sures will be entrusted to better hands than those of Colonel Wray, or, which is 


der the circumstances, leave the Maharaja Saheb free to move 
He is a very kind-hearted man and will never allow his seltish- 
But we have seen up to now that his arrangements 


perhaps best un 
in the matter. 
ness to oppress the people. 


have becn hampered every now and then, or sometimes even fiats have been 
issued in the i of advice from the Residency bungalow at Panhila. [The 
Shri Saydji Vijaya publishes two letters from Kolhapur, which find fault 
with the plague arrangements inaugurated by Colonel. Wray in the Southern 


Maratha Country. | 
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35. Inthe head of a Government what is wanted is not only a pious wish 
opie cas)..: to adihinister his ‘provinces beneficently, but alse the 
Nov Te. ool. (2), Th strength of mind ‘and the sternness of authority to 
: carry it out. Personally Lord Sandhurst is inspired 


bya Ronnie desire to make his plague policy as little irksome to the people as 


ssible and the whole Native press has given him credit for that. His defect, 
however, seems to be weak-mindedness; he has not shown sufficient energy 
and strength to enforce his beneficent policy. It is certainly calculated 
to lower the dignity of the chief Government in the eyes of the people if 
its orders are practically defied by subordinate officials, There is a great ten- 
dency at present to identify the Government with the Huropean officials. Out 
of that tendency has grown a desire on the part of the higher authorities to 
screen and even to justify the high-handed acts of those wnose defiant attitude 
ought really to evoke serious punishment, While Government exact humilia- 
ting apologies from, and cast all opprobrium upon, those who venture to speak 
out their mind on an important question of policy vitally affecting the inter- 
ests of the people, they show a curious indifference as to whether or not 
their European subordinates are strictly carrying out their orders. ‘The Kolha- 
pur people have been crying themselves hoarse over the oppressive character of 
Colonel Wray’s plague administration. Letters after letters have appeared in 
the Anglo-Indian press, bewailing the unsympathetic attitude of the Political 
Agent and praying for redress. Colonel Wray has been troubling the people 
not only of Kolhapur but also of the adjoiming Sangli State. The Chief 
of that State has been all along insisting upon a mild and sympathetic 
plague policy being adopted ; but practically he is nobody in his own house and 
the. Colonel has been stalking proud and strong. Heaven alone knows why 
this Colonel is allowed by Government to play his own game without the 
sli¢htest check. Whatspell has he thrown over them? Surely when the 
bappiness of a large number of men is involved, will it not be criminal on the 
part of the Government to leave the officer, who is the source of all mischief, 
to himself? Are not the dignity and prestige of the Government cutraged by 
the supercilious contempt shown by Colonel Wray to the principles which they 


have laid down as guiding their plague policy ? Is it not now high time that 


Government should wake up from its ghastly torpor and institute a rigid 
enquiry into the plague administration of the Southern Maratha Country ? 


36, Much discussion is at present taking place in the Bombay dailies with 
ua sina regard to the quarantine at theShirol Road station in 
Numarth (84), 9th Nove the Southern Mar4tha Country. The writers oppose the 
imposition of the quarantine on the ground that trade has become very dull, nay, 
has latterly been quite at a standstill. Though the period of twenty days is 
rather too long and is a very great obstacle in the way cf people coming to 
Kolhapur, we are of opinion that, since the nature of the bubonic plague is not 
quite ascertained, any measures that may be taken will be objected to on one 
ground or other. Much of the present trouble will be saved if the period of 
detention be reduced to ten days and if some concession be granted to those who © 
are inoculated. In the British districts the quarantine system has been replaced 
by medical examination and disinfection baths, but we think that for warding 
off the plague the quarantine is the best remedy. | 


Intelligence extracted from the Press. 


37. Under the heading “ Independent Critic,” the Kathiwwadno Himndyati 
observes :—Complaints are not infrequently heard 
Complaint against the against some Native Chiefs or their Princes for looking 
Kairbhériot acertain Sccond with an evil eye on some of their female subjects, but 
Class Nativo State in Kée wWehave received very serious complaints of the same 
hiawar, ; : | 
t Soitivaaduoe Hima’yats nature against a certain Karbhari of a Second Class 
(73), 6th Nov. Native State of Kithidwiér. Weare sorry the subjects 
) of the State have to suffer in various ways owing to the 
absence of proper supervision on the part of the higher authorities. We wish 
Lieutenant-Colonel Hunter, Political Agent, Kathidwir, to take duc notice of 
- heinous offences committed by the Kirbhéris. 7 iocnieone 


G. M. SA’LHE, 


figs 2 | nor Reporter on the Native Press. 
Ojjfice of the Reporter on the Native Press, Ror: Scar amuae ee 
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: ities 
dh. | Names of Newspapers. Piace of Publication . Edition. desler tease 
| Pe | . Bae 
ENGLISH. 

1 |The Bombay East — ses ++ = «| Bombay vie | Weekly ... ia 400 
2 »» Champion... vee ooo eae i ie. a As oe 700 
3 », Dnydn Prakdsh , ->| Poona .. wn tn ok ae oe 300 
4 ,», indian Spectator and Voice of India... Bombay de nes = is oe 500 
5 5, Karachi Chronicle ase e+ = see} Karachi see os ses ose 500 
6 | ,, K&thidwar Times oes > coe RAjkot we Ne Daily see a 73 
7 » Mahratta .. +0 ss occ = woe ROOM .., vee sua, We ok ly ,, aes 600 
~ » Phoenix ... .»-| Karachi oes ‘vs Bi-weekly _ 500 

9 » Quarterly J ournal of the Poona Sarva. 
janik Sabha ... as ns ...| Poona... ses ...| Quarterly wee 300 
10 5, Sind Times ‘is ili ia ...| Karachi wee = ose Bi-weekly sae 200 

| 

ANGLO-GUJARA’TI, 

11 | The Deshabhakta si ns ae ...| Baroda owe vos] WOGKIY ... 4 500 
12 » Geaerau .«.. pi es ws ..-| Bombay es 7 a eee vy 3,550 
13 | ,, Gujarat Mitra... ss vee| Surat ... Do. 700 
14} ,, Gujardt Satya Samsher .. ‘os wes] vee O. 306 
15 | » Hindi Punch ... a i ...| Bombay Do. 500 
16 |, Hindusthan er ‘as oe | Do. Do. 976 
17. | > Independent cvs vee wel am ee ee is 500 
18 | 5, xaiser-e-Hind __... pus see a a se see} Do. 73 2,500 
6: | yy ee ewe es BR ee eel 400 


a | ,, SORE ce ws a le at Tc a 
21 ,, Rast Goftar vas “a oF ...| Bombay ins vo, “ere uu 1,700 
92 . ,, Shri Sayaji Vijaya ee s6n ...| Baroda ae iad 2 os ie] 2,200 
93 | , Suryi Prakash ... <i oe sxe} UTAE ... io: ere eat 500 


| ANGLO-HINDI. 


94 The Pandit ‘ical eee eee eee eos Poona eee coe eer Weekly gece wad 1,500 


ANGLO-K4«’NARESE. 


95 | The Rajahansa ee as oe .-.| Dharwar “a eoo| Weekly .o- oT 200 


ANGLo-MaRATHI. 


9¢ | The Din Bandhu sea ‘a ae ...(/ Bombay oe ».| Weekly ... 1° 3a 
27 », Dnydn Chakshu ... i ai ne oe ee a ee 900 
923 , Dnydnodaya ve see sis ---| Bombay ‘ns ok. oe: oe ee 600 
99 » Andu Prakash _es.. vee oe | Do. cee ...' Bi-weekly ‘i 600 
30 , Kédmgdr or Workman ... a a ee oe |. ey 1,000 
31 99 Mar4tha Mitra ... eee eee eee Do. ml Do. %e- eve 

32 » Native Opinion ... a ‘cas a 2. ia jai Bi-weekly “ie 700 
33 » Prabhakar ase oF soe seo} Do. ee — |. ar eos 500 
34 9 Samarth coe eee eee eee eee Kolhapur ‘nis ave Weekly . eee aan 

35 | ,, ShriSayaji Vijaya ... «. «| Baroda... sia Bi-weekly i 3,000 
36 », subodh Patrika ... eae on .»-| Bombay see »-| Weekly .. ons 500 
37 ,, sudharak... ee sis wid eee| Poona... We ee ee 3,000 
38 » Wartdhar ... ee ae a »»-| Bombay pe ie | “eee waa 1,000 

ANGLO-PORTUGUESE. 
gy |O Anglo-Lusitano ... «.  «. +e) Bombay wee Weekly 2 1,000 
40 | The Boletim Indiano ... oe a oo} DO. oe wn ok Se mF 500 
ANGLO-SINDI. 

4) |}TheLux.. 60 a.) ews Se | Hyderabad (Sind) ...| Fortnightly ... 350 
42 99 Prabhat eee eee — @ee eee ee Do. @e- Weekly cee eee 450 


Eno1isH, Mara'THI AND GUJABa‘TI. 


43 |The Baroda Vatsal ... ian a ...| Baroda pn o-.| Weekly .., ced 50 


ENGLIsH, MaritHI AND KANARESE. 


44 |The Karnftak PatrS .. «.  - 
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| Dhérwir = we] Weekly... 400 


— 


102 
103 
104 
195 
106 
107 
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MARATHI, 


The A’raim f 
» Arunodaya 
» A’ryavart ... ii sa 
a ne 
» Belgaum Samachar 
» Bhat oem 
5» Chanddnshu 

Chandrakant 


} ‘ Chandrodaya 


.| Bombay 


Thana... 
.| Dhulia... 


a '| Ratnagiri 

...| Belgaum 

we rn 

...| Tésgaon 
.| Chi odi 


ia Chiplun 


..| Fortnight 
| Weekly / 


— 


No. Names of Newspapers, Place of Palication. | dition. deus Genel, 
— — | > 
Eneuisu, Mara’tHI, GUJARA'TI 
AND KONKANI. 
45 |The Garibd4ncha Kaivéri (Amicus Pauperum)| Bombay » ses} OFtnightly — a 1,500 
GUJARATI, | 
The Ahmedabad Times tee .| Ahmedabad ... ve| Weekly ... ves 200 
rt » Ajab en es ove ~~ Surat ... cee ..) Monthly ... aes 1,200 
48 Akhbér-e-Islém vs a le Bombay is .| Daily 1,400 
49 | , Akhb4re Soddgar st Do. ,ee Do. vo} —«:1, 200 
50 ne Arajadar re ‘ee rie ‘cae Baroda. eee eee +| Weekly eee 900 
5] , A’ry% Dharm Prak4sh ... ‘3 Bombay = .; Monthly... coe 450 
52 » Bhim Sen.. co - Do. ee oe Daily coe oe 1,100 
53 » Bombay ee ga Do. oe oe a Se 3,200 
54 , Broach Mitra... ae ...| Broach - Weekly ee 100 
55 ,» Broach Sam&ch4r ive ‘ a ae ise ; i ae ie 550 
56 ,, Buddhi Prak4sh .. a ...| Ahmedabad ... -»e| Monthly .. ce 900 
57 » Cambay Gazette ... eee ...| Cambay 7 dt Ot vol 116 
58 » Ohandra : .. seis ves ese | Surat ... (oe. ae ove 300 
oe ee ae ..| Bombay soo] Weekly ... ene ov 
60 » Deshi Mitra a ves si ..| Surat ... a ae cee 900 
6] 9 Din Mani eee 200 eee gee Broach... coe noe! Do. a’ on 125 
0 » Dny4n Sudha _..., pees ane .,.| zs hmedabad »» Monthly oon 200 
63. | ,  Dnydn Vardhak ... ... _ ese| Bombay oa a 350 
64 ‘TN ak is wes Do. a ae oo 600 
65 » Gap Sap ... aes vila a Do. ass ..| Fortnigh tly S 300 
66 ,, Gul Afshan ps a i “ee! Monthly .. oon! 500 
67 5, Hitechchhu ..., Ahmedabad _... | Weekly ... ae 000 
68 , JAm-e-Jamshed . ...| Bombay si Daily “a 2,500 
69 i» eOngel i a ..| Godhra vie Weekly ae 995 
70 » Kachha Samachér jes ...| Bombay eee Do. ow ve 300 
71 »» Kaira Khetiwddi Patra .. ..| Nadiad as Monthly ve 430 
72 , Kaira Vartamdn .. a ..-| Kaira a Weekly sae 70 
73 » Kathidwddno Himéyati. oe ..| Ahnmedabad .:, —..._ ~—- Do. re 400 
74, ,, Kaéthidwdr Krishi es a Do. es «wd ae -monthly ms 200 
"5 ,, Kathidwdr Times... me me ..| Rajkot if .| Bi-weekly Si 450 
76 », Kelavni ... on ve oe ..| Baroda R Monthly me 1,000 
ee ee ..| Bombay i Weekly ae aa 
78 » Navs&ri Prakash . ‘ais ...| Navséri i ee 
79 , Nure Elam i ‘is ...| Bombay 7 Monthly ... ‘i 280 
80 » Nydyadarshak ... ie ..., Ahmedabad ... ..| Fortnightly ‘i 250 
81 » Praja Mitra see be vee ..| Karachi si Bi-weekly “ 350 
82 », Praja Pokar ‘ie nes os | Surat . ie a Weekly ... s 800 
83 ,, Punch Dand : Bombay se eat 4 ‘ 
84 » Rajyabhakt& _... ‘on si | Do. eas nicl es er 1,100 
85 [3 ide Bahadur ac afi Ahmedabad ... “ Do. ee 300 
86 » satyavakta oo ne: oa i Bombay e + Fortnightly soe 050 
87 » Satya Vijay’... ae nf ...| Nandod et 2 s ; 
88 », Stri Bodh.. ‘ina a #2? ee i Monthy om 500 
89 » surat Akhbar sos| oUrAs ..., - ia ee Weekly . aie 8C0 
90 », svadesh Banchu .. veo) MARR cic 1 re kan oe 250 
91 | , Udivhya Hitechchhu Patri ..., Ahmedabad... Monthly .. i 600 
92 ,  eaishnava.. oe i se Bombay a | For tnight! ¥ . 200 
93 ip Vishvadarsl.an ion | Kaira «. ~| WS er ace 325 
94 oo  VFGPAK. © ace sad vee wal Bombay és ae ne 606 
| 
HINDI. ; 
95 | The Shri Venkateshvar Samichar ..| Bombay a ve] Weekly ... 8,000 
KA’NARESE. | 
{ 
96 | ‘The Chandrodaya one ...| Dharwar aes vee Weekly ... 200 
97 » Hubli Patra se one ae soe} Hubli ... vee ee | ee 150 
EE SE ee Oe a ee 800 
aa 99 9 Loki Bandhu rT eee eee ee Do. ee ee Do. eee 300 
2a + ae ae eS 200 
| Satya Vritt RT sence Do. oe cas 200 


No. Names ef Newspapers. Place of Publication, Edition. Pho ory 
Mara TRI—continued, | | 
111 | The Chikitsak... =... uae - | Belgaum, Weekly ... es 750 
112 99 Chitragupta gee eee cs "| coed .. rr Do.” see 200: 
113 5, Daivadnya Mitra ace ee ; Bombay is Monthly re 500 
li » Daivadnya Samdchér ... « Do. eee ey ae one 300 
115 ee a ee ee re vf SOMME = gun net WOEMIY cee 0s 150 
116 ‘ — .. eee} Evandol ies i. oe 45 
117 », Dhanada... ms ove ..| Vengurla a wis war" hes 700 
118 », Dharwar Vritt ie ie wos] Dharwar ane ..| Weekly .. a 750 
119 .» Dhureen ... bas - .»»| Belgaum vee ee i 500 
120 », Dnydn Prakash ... be “| wine oe ae ‘a 1,C00 
121 » Dnydn Sagar... aoe ose > ges] SROLMODUP vee oe ae ‘ee 290 
122 » Ganga Lahari swe - ...| Nasik = ae S 200 
123 » Gurékhi ... se ¥ ...| Bombay sect 1,500 
124 » Gurdkhi ... see ‘s at) ee » | Daily a 8,000 
125 5» Hindu Punch ‘a ...| Lhana.. oe we| Weekly ... is 600 
126 » vagadddarsh  «. oes va Ahmednagar vis a ee sey 300 
127 a Jagad-hitechchhu an vest ROOUR oe. a 7: x 4,500 
128 5» dagatsamdachar ... ‘ ves} SEDO 00 st ae. : - 600 
129 ‘s Kala ee ee -o.| Poona ... wt 20. ii 1,208 
130 » KA&lid&s ... ve i .»»| Dhérwar ~~ ae ft 250 
131 »» Kalpataru... ati »».{ Sholapur sae a oe 400 
132 » Karmanuk ive ies vee| POONA. ose wa: oe . 2,500 
133 » Keral J<okil ose ...| Bombay Monthly... s 2,000 
134 » weet... 7” soo] + OONSA.,. ..| Weekly ... . 8,000 
135 », Kh&ndesh Chitragupta .. - ..| Dhulia a ae a 125 
136 ,, Khdndesh Vaibhav a oe ol Me il 370 
137 » Khara Prakar ... ‘nn 6 ...| Bombay »«-| Monthly os 2,000 
138 » Kumtha Vritt st ...| Kumta ..| Weekly a 206 
139 » Kutumbi ... ..| Sholapur Do. os 
140 » Lokaseva.. veel Nasik . Do. = 325 
141 ,, Madatnis.. . sie Ratnagiri ot ne 200 
142 | ,, Madhu Makshika. ..| Belgaum | Do. és 600 
143 | " Madhu Vritt _... oc. em + : 125 
144 , Mah4rdshtra Mitra _... . Ca a ee 256 
145 ,, Maharashtra Vutt me cus a ee sis - es of 50 
146 », Manohar ... ne see i see) SOMpur ‘ Fortnightly “dl 
147 » Mitrodaya on ee »»| Satara ... ue ..| Weekly ... che 150 
148 5, Moda Vritt Se nS 5 , Soe — A Do. | 1,200 
149 » Mumbai Vaibhav ..| Bombay aes [ONY vee) 1,300 
150 » Nagar Sam4char.. ..| Ahmednagar , ..| Weekly a 150 
151 » Nasik Vaibhav ... ; ..| Nasik . See aa * 300 
152 | ,, NaAsik Vritt Ss oe ae toes ‘ 300 
153 | ,, Nipdni Vaibhav... +» ..| Nipani... as a De ‘a 84 
154 | , Nydy& Sindhu val . Ahmednagar .. fe is 300 
150 », Panchdnan + oe ..| Karad.. oF - oe ee ‘ 170 
156 » Pandhari Bhushan ‘i Pandharpur ee me) . 235 
157 », Pandhavi Mitr’ ... or : Do. ee << aes 160 
158 ,, Pen Samdchai ... at aes — oe ses 120 
159 | ,, Poona Vaibhav ... | Talegaon Débhdda ...| Do. : 975 
160 », Lrabodh Chandrika ee alg aon i es * 40 
161 , Prabodh Ratna ... ..| Barsi ... +. ie, sai 94 
162 ——.. - ..| [slampur as | ae i 300 
163 | ,, Raghav Bhushan ut ga J ae si 200 
164 i Satys Shodhak ss ..| Ratndgiri at i. 600 
165 ~~ SARTO ka es | Vengurla see | i. i 275 
i66 | ,, Shikshak . ee ..| Chikodi a a ss 220 
167 | 5, Sholipur Samich4r " ..| SholApur ot ee 400 
168 5, Shubh Suchak ‘i ..| Satara .. me at ae oa 250 
169 5, sudarshan ' oe R ee Ahmednagar i osel = 0. ue 350 
170 ,, sudhikar ins aes oe ae es > aes ne 300 
171 » sSumant ... nee a ..-| Karad .. iiss , a) eer sie 200 
73 |. See we aes Lb Oo ee ae ee 100 
173 » Vartddarsha — «+ ;, .oo| Malvan ik ao ose 200 
174 | ,, Vért&har... ws »» eee] Bombay ve ee Tri-weekly oes 730 
175 9 Vartanidhi eee eee ee eee Poona .. eee ee Weekly .. eee 2,000 
176 » Vatandar... a eek a Bijépur_ i | a ee 250 
177 | ,, Vengurla Ee eae .» eee] Vengurla ee a see 110 
178 | ,, Vidya Vilds [aes x2 a Ee ’ 4 
79 1 WVikshipta ... soe ow a ,..| Bombay ee se erm 100 
180 + ishaivamata Prakdsh . ..| Akalkot ae an eee 550 
181 » Vividh Dny4n Vistar ..| Bombay ; ...| Monthly . ee oe 
i182 | , Vritiasdr . aa ; la od ees 4 
183 5 Vritt eee . - Kérwir... oe aaa = 
184 4 Vritt Sudha aa ; ..| Satara .. ee 2 | ove ane 
185 ee Vy4 ape a eee ee pre Poona ... see ee Do. eee eee 
185 99 Yeo a Vaibhav eee eee ° eee Yeola eee eee ee Do. eee eee ile 
SINDI- 
187 The Khairkhah Sind eee 008 “4 Karachi eee oe Weekly eee eve 1,000 
188 L Muin-ul- Islarua eee ove eee eee Do. ese eee Do, eee eee 3(0 
Sind Sudhar Pyy) eee ee Do. eee ee Do. eee eee 500 
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Names ef Newspapers. | Place ef Publication. Edition, nies Gane. 
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URDU. 


The Aina-i-Hind ae. - Ges . -- Monthly ... 
Alam Aphroz Bambai ... ' : | Tri-monthly 
Azad Punch .4.. see ses ; Weekly ... 
Bombay Punch Bahddur,,, 
India Gazette  «. ove 
Jah&numa.,., eee eee ee 
Makbul-e-Aalum Ahmednagar 
Munsif-i-Deccan .«. .| Bombay 
Muslim Heraid ... vs “ rs ie) 
— eee sal ee 


afir... a ae Do. 
Sult4n-ul-Akhb4r... ; Do. 


MARA'THI AND Ka’/NARESE. 


The Chandrika bi ..| Bagalkot 
» Karnétak Vaibhav Bijapur 
» Siddheshvar ice . ol: aoe 
nak ve = ..| Kérwar 


MARA’rHI AND URDU. 


The Gulbarga Samdchdr ... ' .| Gulbarga 


PORTUGUESE-KONKANI. 


207 hex Luso-Concanim ... ; eas ..| Weekl; 


Notes:—A. The notices from the different Newspapers have been collected in the Report under different heads 
which are printed in italics. 


B. The names of Newspapers are printed in the margin of the Report in italics, and the number of the News- 
paper in the above list is printed in brackets after the name, 


©. The system of spelling vernacular words followed by the Reporter is the same as that adopted in the 
Official Spelling List of the Bombay Presidency. One peculiar feature of this system is that wnen the long (a Gf 
or a) is the last letter of a word, the accent is left out, and the short a(S] =u in gun) is, to prevent confusion, 
never placed at the end of a word, This rule has been strictly followed, except that when the short a appears to be 
absolutely necessary to complete the pronunciation of a word, asin Arunodaya or the well-known Mitra, it is printed 
with a mark over it to indicate that it is short, thus—-d, 


D. The figures giving the circulation or number of copies published of each newspaper and pericdical as 
furnished by the proprietor, are not guaranteed as accurate, and in some instances must be regarded with caution, 


a 


Politics and the Public Administration. 


1. The irresponsibility of the Government of India is no hackneyed 


bis ic aa theme. Though the subject has on rare occasions 
mtn ituckuuat of tude or been discussed in the pages c! magazines and reviews, 
Champion (2), 13th Nov. and sometimes casually referred to on platforms in 
England, wedo not think that up to this time the 
subject has been so elaborately handled and made the topic of prominent Indian 
grievance by an Indian in England on an English platform, as was done 
the other day at Croydon by Mr. W. C. Bonnerji. As India observes: “ There 
is no principle of political affairs more firmly established among us than 
that Government is responsible to the people.’ The Englishman is deluded 
with the belief that this fundamental principle of government is as alive and 
vigorous in India as it isin England. It is this delusion, sedulously propagated 
by the India Office and its counterpart here, which Mr. Bonnerji took upon 
himself to expose in its naked colours, and none can gainsay that he fredly 
applied the scalpel to his subject and succeeded in analysing the irresponsibility. 
The country’s finances are muddled. Huge deficits take place. Heavy loans 
are raised to meet them. Railways are constructed regardless of cost, whether 
wanted or not, and regardless of the permanent charge for annual interest 
they entail. Who is responsible tor the deficits and for the ever-growing 
indebtedness ? Does the India Office coatrol the Indian Government? No. 
Does the Secretary of State inferpose his authority and hold responsible the 
wrong-doers and iinancial-bunglers? No. Does Parliament, which is the 
ultimate tribunal to correct the wrong and punish the evil-doers, exercise an 
responsibility in the matter ? Does it carefully attend to the budget? Does 
it take objections to the accounts as a whole presented to it from year to year ? 
No. Has it moved at all to overhaul the financial administration ? No. What 
has it done? Absolutely nothing. Providence reposed the trust to that aucust 
assembly for the benefit of India. But, as George Yule pertinently pointed 
out at the Fourth Congress at Allahabad ten years ago, Parliament has simply 
relegated that trust back to Providence. Take the currency bungling. Who 
is responsible? ‘Cake the scandal regarding exchange compensation allowance, 
Who has been made answerable for that inexcusable crime? Has Parliament 
taken any notice of it? ‘Take the wars on the frontiers and beyond the 
frontiers. Take the second Afghan war. Who provoked it, who waged it, 
and who was made responsible? Was Lord Lytton, the author, brought before 
the bar of the House and impeached? No. Who provoked the war with 
Upper Burma? Who has since saddled the Indian revenues with a net ex- 
penditure of 1$ krors for its maintenance? Who impeached Lord Dufferin, 
the author? Did Parliament move its little finger? No. Who closed the 
mints? Lord Lansdowne. Who gave exchange compensation allowance at 
the expense of the tax-payer? Lord Lansdowne. Who has made His Lordship 
responsible? None. What did Parliament do? Absolutely nothing. Who 
arrested the Natus? The Government of Bombay. Has Parliament intervened 
to see that justice was done to the brothers who have been unjustifiably detained 
for the last sixteen months? Has it brought to book the Bombay Government ? 
Who bungled the management touching the prevention of the plague in the 
presidency ? Who brought on exasperation among the people? Which was 
the ultimate authority whose plague measures culminated in riot and blood- 
shed ? Who has been held responsible for that civic disaster ? Who introduced 
the new law of sedition? The Secretary of State and his instrument, the 
meek and obedient Government of Lord Eigin. Who questioned the authority 
of these? Who cared to see that that repressive piece of legislation was vetoed ? 
None. What did Parliament do? It kept the silence of the grave. This is 
the way India is governed, This is the way men in power and office conduct 
their duties. They are absolute despots, with none to dispute their authority 
and none to reprove them for exercising that authority in a way hurtful to the 
eoverned. Could irresponsibility go further? What bettcr proofs than those 
just adduced could be brought in support of the charge so well laid at the door 
of the British people by Mr. Bonnerji of the irresponsible character of British 
rule in India? ‘The British people are ignorant. They are uneducated in 
con 1185--3 


sete nts Teta Catenin Sein acta Oia as ae ae 
: enainianaane 


8 


Indian affairs. They are unaware of the very elements of the constitution by 
which India is governed. We cannot blame them. Their sympathy is with 
India and the Indians. The only remedy is to educate the average Englishman 
who is so ignorant. This education is preliminary to all reform and alfgitation, 
not only for the better government of India, but for making that Government 
responsible in the real sense of the term—responsible to the people of India 
and to the people of England alike. Mr. Bonnerji has nobly set tie ball 
rolling. It is the duty of other equally noble and patriotic Indians to keep it 
rolling and rolling till the reform is achieved. 


9. As we observed last week, the frequent reminders about “the sword” 
having won India are scarcely based on history, and 

Lord Curzon cn the rela- are both ungracious and impolitic, Equally irritating 
pad Pc India and jg the threat of holding India by “ the sword.” But, 
poe amigo 2, a8 we added, neither Lord Elgin nor his successor 
—" spel aces could have used the words intentionally asa threat 
or as a taunt to the nation under Her Majesty’s 

sway. In the words of Lord Curzon’s latest utterance we recognize a clear 
confirmation of our remarks, His Lordship is further reported to have said 
that “the secret of dealing with the (frontier) tribes was to treat them as 
men.” Justso; as men and as fellow-beings. Treat the brave mountaineers 
as such, and you strengthen the natural frontiers of India against the com- 
bined invasion of three of the greatest rival powers from Kurope—always 
providing, of course, that you have secured peaceful progress in the empire. 
Lord Curzon seems to have opened his speech with the remark that he was 
“ proud to assume the Viceroyalty, because India was the pivot and centre of 
the Imperial system.” Ifso, pray sec, my Lord, that “the pivot and centre ” 
is not overburdened in too many ways, especially by your military system. 
The giving way of the “ pivot’? may shake the whole edifice of the British 
Empire rudely. Wisely governed, India will be the making of England ; other. 
wise, she may drag down the whole fabric by the weight of her own collapse. 
But we must not pretend to teach so well-informed and weighty an authority 
as the Viceroy-elect. He cherishes healthy views of his own responsibility, and 
his words seem to come straight from an honest manly heart. For the rest; the 
colour of his imperial politics will neither dazzle nor prejudice us against him. | 
Conservative or Liberal, an Indian proconsul ought to have a fair trial as such. 


3. We give credit to Lord Curzon for pronouncing the new shibboleth 
that the maintenance of British India greatly depends 
_ on India’s ownsons. It is to be hoped these senti- 
ments have been expressed in all sincerity, and that His Lordship really means to 
govern India with a knowledge of, and sympathy for, the people. The Viceroy- 
elect is not a trained diplomat of the order of the smooth-tongued Marquis of 
Dufferin and Ava, and we are therefore the more disposed to pin faith to his 
expressions. As the late Robert Knight observed years ago, the work of a 
Viceroy is annually growing so heavy that it is absolutely impossible that he 
could attend to the multifold details of his administration, though hearing 
popular grievances and redressing popular wrongs is onc of the most important _ 
functions which he is bound to discharge. Hither he must sit as a judge.and 
personally ascertain for himself how far official wrong and official injustice 
committed on a voiceless people in different parts of the country should be 
removed, and confidence in the power of the Government to render strict and 
impartial justice, where justice is due, re-established, or the office of Viceroy 
- must be abolished and some other machinery introduced into the countr 

whereby crying injustice to the people may be honestly redresscd. ‘Che Gov- 
ernment expects affection among the people. But how can affection be en- 
gendcred when people have a deep-rooted conviction that justice—which is the 
one solid foundation on which the British Empire rests in India—is fleeing from 
the country? ‘The whirligig of events is certain to bring to the front this great 
problem of the Indian administration ; and sooner or later it must be solved, 
whether India is to be governed in future on the principles of strict and im- 
partial justice, or to be allowed to drift, as at present, intoa condition which is 
daily alienating the affections of the people. : 


Champion (2), 18th Nov. 
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4, The retiring Viceroy had one more tribute of praise at Simla—a 
cordial and laudatory address from the Municipality 

Remarks on the address there d : hi 
given by the Simla Munici- a more opportunity to express nis con 
pality to His Excellency Lord Sclousness of having done his best, and his pleasure at 
Elgin and His Uordship’s having won “the favourable verdict of friends and 


oe neighbours.” Without meaning any disparagement— 
on Spectator (*), 18th and in these columns the due has been ungrudgingly 


given to Lord Elgin—we may remark that “ the 
friends and neighbours”’ who have hitherto bestowed unalloyed eulogium on 
the policy and measures of his administration have been, in the main, officials 
in service—men who have taken an active and perhaps not very subordinate 
part in that which they eulogise. If the ethics of farewell addresses to depart- 
ing magnates of the Indian administration were properly understood, we think 
& wholesome limitation would. be placed upon the not very significant custom 
of Viceroys and Governors praising the services and the services praising the 
Viceroys and Governors in their turn. They might well rest content with social 
amenities, leaving the work of passing verdicts on the administration to the 
general public, and, after them, to history. Nor do we think the spectacle a 
very edifying one of a retiring Governor or Governor-General entering on an 
elaborate defence of his policy and measures whilst yet in India and not out of 
office. But this is a question of taste and sentiment, and it would be hopeless to 
expect an unanimity of opinion over it. 


0. HKeferring to the Burma tour of His Excellency Lord Elgin the Cham- 
7 _, pton says:—Ilt is the case that the more unpopular 
His Excellency Lord Eigin’s and unsympathetic the Viceroy, the greater the effort 
present tour to Burma and : . ° ° 
other places and the expon- Of the Viceregal panegyrists to indulge in hyperboles 
diture ‘incurred by Native with a view to mislead the public. But we shall see 
Princes in demonstrations how this Burma tour fares and jhow far the official 
made in honour of Geparting fiction which will be vended coincides with the stern 
Champion (2), 13th Nov,  Yealities of the incident. Meanwhile the inevitable 
valedictory tamashas in the shape of darbars, and 
private visits, and what not, are in full swing. The ball wasset rolling at 
Patiala and will cease only when His Lordship quits the shores of Calcutta - 
after the official and officialised ovations which are already being prepared in 
his ‘honour.’ The poor princes and princelings of Native States must have 
a trying time of it. What with high jinks for the departing and welcome 
receptions for the incoming Viceroy, they must be going out of pockets, or 
rather their subjects, to the tune of many lakhs. Can the Finance Depart- 
ment, or, better still, the ‘Secret’ Department of the Government of India 
let the inquisitive public into the details of the expenditure which Maharajas, 
Rajas and other Chiefs incur on Viceroys and their entourage? What a nice 
economic history might we possess? But we presume this is forbidden fruit 
and we may never garner it. A knowledge of it might bring, perhaps, another 
series of sins and woes in the world of India. So we may pull a curtain over 
these valedictory Viceregal tamashas and pyrotechnics, Only the press pane- 
eyrists will give us columns-full, at the opportune houz, of the mighty doings 
and still mightier miracles achieved by our present colossus of a Viceroy during 
the eventful period of his unprecedented Viceroyalty—a Viceroyalty sur- 
passing all the combined administrations that have preceded it, a Viceroyalty 
which shali live in the memory of the people for scores of ages when that of 
every other predecessor of Lord Elgin will be forgotten and buried in oblivion. 


6. The announcement that Sir George Birdwood is going to retire from 

the India Office on the ground of ill health will be 

Sir George Birdwood’scon- received with regret in this country, and especially in 
templated retirement from Western India, where it is no exaggeration to say his 
eee oe ete) 13th name isa household word. Sir George was a well- 
Nov., Eng. ccls. known and familiar figure in Bombay in the sixties, 
and his civil activities during that period were of 

a varied character. He has been a true friend of the people of India—a quiet 
and unostentatious, though thoroughly earnest worker—and he will always be 
ranked among those who have spent their life-time in promoting a good unde:- 


standing between the rulers and the ruled in this country. 


Approval of the selection 
of Mr. Lawrence by Lord 
Curzon as His Lordship’s 
Private Secretary. 

Rast Goftér (21), 13th 
Nov., Eng. cols. 


7. Lord Curzon, our Viceroy-elect, has selected Mr. Lawrence, an Indian 
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Civilian of standing and some distinction, as his 
Private Secretary, and thus broken in upon the rule 
which has obtained for twenty years, and according 
to which the Viceroy’s Private Secretary has been a 
new man brought out from England. It is an open 
secret that Civilians as Private Secretaries have been 


of immense use to our Governors, and Sir William 
Lee-Warner, Mr. James Monteath, and Mr. Edgerley were the right hand of 
the Governors whom they served. The selection of Mr. Lawrence by Lord 
Curzon shows that His Lordship wishes to devote all the attention he can to the 
internal problems of the country during his period of Viceroyalty. 


8. His Excellency Lord Sandhurst will-shortly start on his tour through 

Native States. The public have not altogether for- 

His Excellency Lord Sand-  ,otten some of the incidents of the last year’s tour 

hurst’s approaching tour OO .,,. ae ea 

through Native States in Ka- and it is permissible to hope that they will not again 

thidwar. | occur this year. This year Lord Sandhurst will enter 

Gujarati (12), 13th Nov., ypon his tour under more favourable circumstances. 

mag. O08, But there are one or two matters which we take the 

liberty to bring to His Lordship’s notice. Native Princes, though they can be 

made to say or act as they are required to do, are sufficiently shrewd. Though 

they dare not open their hearts to His Excellency, there lie concealed in their 

inmost recesses thoughts and feelings which he wili nevcr know in the course 

of official tours with their stiff and endless formalities. They are likely this 

year to soliloquise in this manner :—‘‘ The series of daring dacoities which have 

taken place in the Deccan and are still occurring betoken the existence of some- 

thing seriously wrong somewhere. ‘The Native press is, of course, singularly 

| misinformed.’ But anyhow their estimate of the situation months ago was 

| singularly well founded. Last year a furious tempest was blowing in the 

Deccan. We were led to believe that the Natu brothers were responsible for 

a dark and foul conspiracy; but this theory has hopelessiy collapsed. Is it 

just then for British Government to keep respectable Sardars as State prisoners ? 

We are told to emulate the example of British Government. But if we had 

kept some of our own Sardars in confinement without even the semblance of a 

trial, what would have been our fate and what would have been said by sapient 

critics about Native methods of administration? But we dare not speak to 

His Excellency in this strain,’”’ At least some Princes are sure to argue in this 

way and then treat His Excellency to grand entertainments and dazzline 

illuminations. Will that in any sense increase the moral prestige of British 

Government or its representatives? ‘That is the question which Lord Sandhurst 

has to consider before starting on his intended tour, and we do hope he will 

consider it in the spirit in which it ought to be approached, if a gubernatorial 

visit to the territories of Native Chiefs is to be anything more than a useless 
and wasteful formality. 


9. The Secretary of State has issued a despatch on Mr. Thorburn’s speech, 
laying down certain principles for the guidance of 
Remarks on the Secretary officers, That speech was a startling bolt from the 
A a2 ss aia. °” blue. Sir James Westland compared it to the speech 
Gujara'ti (12), 13th Nov., of a bold Congresswalla, unfettered by official shackles. 
It caused frightful fluttering in the official dovecotes at 
Simla. Mr. ‘Thorburn was asked to apologise and Lord 
Elgin’s Government was generous cnough to condone hisimpropriety. Any one 
can understand that the practical work of Government would be impossible if 
Officers were at liberty to denounce their superiors. ‘The Secretary of State 
has, therefore, ruled that officers should, after representation of their views, cither 
acquiesce in the decision of the higher authorities or resign their service. Scarce- 
ly any official will be prepared for the self-sacrifice implied in the latter alter- 
native and so the first alternative will be found to be the most acceptable and 
convenient. It is not anew principle that is now proclaimed. It is invariably 
practised, for instance, at meetings of the Indian Legislative Councils, where 
compact official majorities rule supreme, irrespective of the private views of the 
official members, ‘The principle of loyal acquiescence is, however, liable to be 
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carried too far in this country in the absence of controlling influences from 
the outside. The formula “no conviction, no promotion”? is tolerably fami- 
liar to subordinate magistrates, especially in Bengal. ‘ No acquiescence, no 
promotion ”’ is another well-known formula in official circles, Its supremacy 
has once more been publicly asserted by the Secreta-y of State. Evenin a 
free country like England its strict enforcement must lead to demoralization, 
and much more so in India, where many facts and circumstances are known to 
high placed officials only. Subordinate officers must not protest, but only join 
in valedictory functions held in honour of departing Viceroys and Governors 
and praise them for their wonderful achievements. Acquiescence is acceptance. 
and acceptance by imperceptible degrees shades off into effusive appreciation, 
Both the parties exchange flattering compliments and are then mightily 
pleased with one another, and the London Zimes and the other officialized 
organs in India re-echo these fulsome encomiums so as to make them rever. 
berate throughout the Empire and drown all discordant notes. This is what 
takes place even now, and the present despatch will make matters still more 
smooth and agreeable for all, and safeouard the riehts of conscience and interests 


of truth and honesty in this country of unmitigated reJ-tapism and rampant 
officialism. 


10. During the vegéme of the present Viceroy not only has the liberty of 
Bhinsen (52), 15th Nov, speech and writing enjoyed by the public been 
curtailed, but a check seems to have been put on the 

freedom of speech of Government officers by the resolution which has recentl 
been issued by the Supreme Government. Government are doubtless at 
perfect liberty to place any amount of restriction on their officers, but the 
- ought to remember that, in the loug run, they themselves will be the sufferers. 
If attempts be madeto gag the mouths of independent officers, none would 
make bold to point out to them their mistakes or to give thema warning. 
It is true that officers should respect the orders of Government, but it is 


not right that Government should proiibit them from expressing their personal 
views, asthe officers are nothing buta part and pareel of Government. If 
Government disliked Mr. Thorburn’s remarks, they ought to have refuted them 
by publishing an explanation instead of adopting the course they did, 


11. As far as things have come ont, the only charge against the Natus 
‘eems to be that they are Brahmins. They were sud- 

Case of the Natu brothers qdenly arrested one fine morning and clapped. in jails 
Pr 3 ides os wiles. , just as Captain Dreyfus was. There was at least 
oe ae Ag a a distinct charge against Dreyfus. But about the 
Indu Prakesh (29), 10th Natus, their aristocratic Excellencies of Bombay, 
Nov., King. cols. Simla and Downing 8 reet were pleased to think that 
the Pax Lritannica might be threatened if the 

brothers Natu were allowed to remain free. There was absolutely nothing in 
the lives of these men to justify such a supposition. Now then, Dreyfus was 
tried by court-martial. There were certainly a number of irregularities, but 
still there was some sort of trial. The Natu brothers have never been brought 
to trial, though they have been clamouring for it with an enthusiasm which 
the world has never seen in guilty men, Nor is there any chance of their 
ever being brought to trial. The tyrant raised his finger and the victims 
were gagged and throttled. No intriguing monster in any oriental court could 
have done it better, Verily, a sort of Jedwood justice was dealt out to them. 
First came the hanging, then the investigation, and lastly theaccusation. But 
in many other points the Natu scandal is a far darker and more disgracefully 
disgusting story than that of Dreyfus. The latter’s fate was in the hands of 
his countrymen. All the courts of law were and are open to him and it will 
not be long before the sword of Damocles descends upon the heads of those 
iniquitous monsters who plotted against Dreyfus. What is more important 
than this, there was the stupendous force of public opinion. The public 
are only to be convinced that an error of justice has.,been committed and 
not a moment would be lost in repairing it, Have the Natus any such 
safety-valve to fallback upon? Absolutely none, They are at the mercy 
of foreigners who are ruling their country in the most despotic manner. In the 
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case of Dreyfus, Zola wielded his mighty pen and through the press forced the 
hands of the Government. No such thing is possible in this country. Aye! to 
make even an attempt impossible, the press has been most despotically gagged, 
an indecent censorship has been established, and it has distinctly beef given to 
understand that the powers that be are determined to rule with an iron hand. 
And yet these are the people that have been biting their thumbs at Frenchmen ! 
In France, poor, heart-broken Madame Dreyfus has cried herself hoarse, demand- 
ing justice for her innocent husband ; and here in India, Mrs. Natu has been 
shedding tears of blood for more than a year, asking justice for her husband 
from a Christian Government! The Dreyfus scandal has cast a slur on the 
fair name of France. But justice will soon be done to Dreyfus, and France, 
though late in the day, will have redeemed her honour, But what of fair 
Albion? The Natu scandal will ever be a stigma on her national honour, and 
the greater the delay in mending the terrible blunder that has been committed, 
the greater will be the contempt in which natives of India will hold Bngland’s 
boast of ruling India for the sake of Indians, -f 


12. Salt is one of the most indispensable ingredients constituting the food 

: of man and absence of salt from daily food induces 

is ge 3 9 —— pe general debility and engenders susceptibility to disease. 

Chikitsak (111), 9th Noy. Unhealthiness has been ever on the increase in India 

since the levy of an excessive salt-tax by the avaricious 

British Government. It is therefore desirable to reduce the tax and thus strike 

at the very root of diseasc instead of adopting measures for checking its growth 
after it has once taken a firm hold. 


18. The fears entertained by the people of Surat at the time when 

Mr. McNeill was appointed to act for Mr. Moore, 

Praise of Mr. MeNcill, Collector, that he would tread in the footsteps of his 

Acting Collector, Surat. = == nyedecessor have been more or less falsified, because 
Deshi Mitra (60), 17th 3 : aa ina 

Nov.; Surya Prakash (23), ™ enforcing the plague measures Mr. McNeill has 

17th Nov. tried his best to consult the convenience of the people 

and the latter arc therefore naturally sorry to lose 

him. It is hoped that the new Collector, Mr. Weir, will also try to be 

very conciliatory. [The Surya l’rakdsh is also sorry for the transfer of 

Mr. McNeill. | 


14, ‘An esteemed Parsi gentleman’ writes:—It would be no exaggera- 

tion to say that at no place where plaguc is rife in 

Alleged rigour and harsh- the presidency are the rules for detention and surveil- 
——e operations at ance enforced with greater rigour and harshness than 
Gujardt ‘Mitra (13), 13th they are at Broach. The plague, though it has 
Noy., king. cols. appeared in Broach, is yet inasporadic form, But 
| in the measures formally resolved upon by the District 
Magistrate to be put into practical operation, should the disease hereafter 
appear as an epidemic cither through any indigenous or external circumstance 
favouring the growth and spread of the now dormant plague bacilli, I find an 
entire want of system and a desire on the part of the authorities to centralise all 
power ina single person. I crave permission to bring to the notice of the 
Honourable Mr. Wingate and the Government the inconvenience and hardship 
felt by the travelling public by a too rigid operation of surveillance which is 
enforced in this city. The measure in itself may not be very objectionable, but 
what the people here most complain of is that they, 7.e., those who are 
made to undergo surveillance, are obliged, whatever part of the town 
they may be living in, to wait for this purpose at only one place, the rail- 
way station. This means both expense and inconvenience: expense to those 
who cannot daily afford to have the luxury of a carriage to go a long distance 
from town, and inconvenience of having to stop for an hour or so in a large 
throng of people waiting cxpectantly till their names are called out by the old 
ido Bahadur and the Hospital Assistant has felt their pulse. ‘The District 
Magistrate has nominally appointed several gentlemen to be Ward Superin- 
{endents and divided the town into several convenient divisions. Could not they 
le conveniently trusted to do this work in their respective divisions and facilities 
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be put in the way of the public ? Could not the Civil Hospital, situated as it is 
in a central locality, be utilised for this purpose? To be present at the station 
every evening has been for the last many years Mr. Chunilal’s only recreation. 


15, During the house-to-house inspection carried on under the supervision 
of Major Hardy, the police oppress the people and 
— operations at Dhar- a are daily made to the District Collector ; 
pe ees ut we are surprised to see that no steps are taken to 
on ne | a mimeo During ig time that the 
inspection lasts, women in the locality are not allowed 

to fetch drinking water and hence people are put to much inconvenience. 


16. Weare somewhat disappointed at the manner in which the Poona- 
wali shooting case his terminated. Mr. Justice Bod- 
Remarks on the sentence dam and the jury added a rider to the verdict, ex- 
woigele po . prseste ae pressing horror at the inhuman conduct of Knight 
the Poonawali shooting @nd his companions in leaving the wounded boy to live. 
case. ~ or die on the roadside. This aggravated the enor- 
Phentz (8), 9th Noy. mity of the crime of causing death by rash and 
negligent act, and surely the punishment of nine 
months’ rigorous imprisonment inflicted upon the accused could not be said to 
have sufficiently met the ends of justice. The verdict against the soldiers who 
murdered a doctor in Barackpore was one of grievous hurt, and still, thanks to 
the sense of justice of the Chief Justice of the Calcutta High Court, they were 
sentenced to seven years’ rigorous imprisonment. Knight is a lucky dog and 
he has got off very cheap. 


17, The City Improvement Trust came into existence on Wednesday last, 
though it has not yet begun its operations. We 
The City Imprcvement doubt if it could be practically launched on its career, 
Trast and rumours about which will begin with the new century, and most 
ey An % pe ,P probably end with it, for some months to come. 
” atten. tied “(] 8)" 13th Meanwhile it is to be hoped that it will carry on its 
Nov., Eng, cols. operations, little as they may be, with cireumspection 
and a single eye to the good of the rate-payers. We 
are obliged to say this as we hear of reports which make us suspect that things 
may go wrong from the very commencement. Jobbery in the higher appoint- 
ments is said to be sedulously but secretly going on. It is to be hoped tuese 
reports may turn out untrue. Under the Act the powers of appointing all 
officers above a salary of Rs, 300 are left to the Trust. But that body is more 
official than anything, and knowing as we all do how officials revel in nepo- 
tism and favouritism, we cannot say how the majority may behave. It may 
be the usual struggle of the white elbowing out the black and the biack being 
offered the crumbs while the fat loaves and fishes are poured into the lap of the 
white with all the extravagance of the prodigal for which the Indian Govern- 
ment has now achieved such unenviable notoriety. 


18, ‘The grog shop for the sale of country liquor, which was, surreptitiously 

; and in contravention of rules in this behalf, set up at 

Alleged nuisance caused by Matheran, still continues to flourish in every way to 
the grog shop for the sale of the detriment of the labouring classes who frequent 
ee ites Poors =. that hill, and to the signal annoyance of the visitors 
cae sea who annually seek its salubrious heights. In spite of 
petitions and protests by residents, and interpellation at the last meeting 
of the Legislative Council by the Honourable Mr, Mehta, the Government 
has evaded ail redress, and that too in so shifty and unsatisfactory a manner 
as to make people doubt whether our government is conducted on any honest 
and righteous principles. An admirable letter in the last issue of the Abkayé 
signed “Excise Department,” very fully and clearly exposes this. - We have 
frequently been informed by visitors to Matherén that never before in all 
their long experience of the place have they known such a thing as a drunken 
man reeling about the roads there,as has been and continues to be the case 
now, ever since the opening of this liquor shop. Drunken men staggering 
about the place and drunken scenes are now frequent there to the great alarm 
and annoyance of respectable people. One of the results of this is that the 
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police post there has had to be strengthened and a Fauzdar permanently posted 
for these two years. Respectable and quiet Mdtheran never knew before the 
disgrace of a police Fauzdar as one of its permanent residents. It is a gontinuing 
shame and a scandal, but we fear no good will be attained and the shameful 


liquor vendor and his necessary associate, the Fauzdar, will remain as fixtures, 
unless and until His Excellency Lord Sandhurst takes the bit in his mouth and 


gives orders to the heads of departments instead of allowing himself to be 
dictated to by them. We earnestly commend the letter from the Abkari to His 
Excelleucy’s consideration. : 


19. The Tukdrdém makes suggestions to the Collector of Ahmednagar and 
‘ other European officers on the eve of their tour through 
Suggestions tothe Collector the district as follows:—They should not think that 
of Ahmednagar and other hols A ‘ot i. lect? Ate 7 
European officers on the eve t elr uty consists only in collecting revenue an 
of their tour through the deciding petty cases. They ought to make permanent 
district. arrangements, by posting policemen at various stations 
Pr 7 , — ’ . ° ° ‘ 
Puka'ra'm (172), 11th Nove ¢oy the prevention of plunder and nose cutting which 
have become the order of the day. 


20. It is now well nigh settled that Mr. Vincent, the present Police Com- 
missioner of Bombay, will soon retire to the immense 
Mr, Gell recommended as regret of the people, and there will arise the question 
the proper successor to Mr. of the appointment of a successor to him. Mr. Gell 
Vincent, Police Commissioner ont h te the Doli 1 + \ cs Siena 
of Bombay. as long been in the Police Department as Deputy 
Gurekhi (124),19th Nov. | Commissioner and has on several occasions acted as 
Commissioner.. He is fully acquainted with the 
manners and customs of the people of Bombay and will make a popular 
Police Commissioner. He is above all temptations and is reported to be a man 
who will never countenance a falsehood. He is not one of those prattling 
officers who do nothing, but merely issue orders from the official chair. Being 
naturally very industrious and possessing all the qualities indispensable in a Com- 


missioner of Police, he is, in our opinion, the fittest person for the post. We 


therefore recommend Government to meet the wishes of the pcople by appointing 
him to succeed Mr. Vincent. 


21. The Indu ‘'rakdsh publishes a long article on “ The Arms Act and 
Dacoities,” in which the writer says:—It is simply 
on and the Arms childish to suppose that if some people in each village 
ae be given permission to possess and use arms they will 
N — Fen hE repeat the tragedy of 1857. The people of ladle howe 
suffered enough for that mutiny and it is certain 
that they will not again tread on burning embers, Against any relaxation or 
modification of the Arms Act it may be urged that the armed police in the coun- 
try is sufficient to protect life against the violence of dacoits, but actual experience 
has proved its inadequacy for the purpose and itis impossible in the present 
financial condition of the country to augment it. The people pay revenue to 
Government and naturally expect in return protection of life and property 
against criminal classes and wild beasts. The Indian National Congress 
has been repeatedly urging upon Government the necessity for relaxing 
the strictness of the Arms Act, but Government have so long turned a deaf 
ear to all entreaties on the subject. Government have been long enough 
apathetic in the matter and it is time for them to wake up and do something 
to relieve their subjects from the depradations of dacoits, robbers, wild beasts, 
&c. In European countries people have full permission to keep arms and 
therefore they seldom suffer from such things as outrages and loss of property at 
the nands of dacoits. 


22. Poona has, it seems, caught the infection of the epidemic of dacoity 
from its neighbours, the Nasik and Ahmednagar dis- 

Comments on the dacoities tricts. On the night of last Sunday about fifteen or 
twenty armed persons came down upon the inhabitants 

dal Prak’sh (120), 10th Of Loni, a village in the Khed eh and ata 
| distance of nearly 10 miles from},Poona, and made 
away with property worth about three or four thousand rupees, If the 
Government fail to adopt prompt measures for checking these breaches of the 
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peace it will afterwards find it very difficult to deal with the dacoits when they 
have once settled in the district. We therefore hope Government will lose no . 
time in tracing the offenders and also investigating the causes that have led to 
the frequent occurrence of such dacoities. 


93. A. local officer has lately been ordered by Government to get his 
official conduct cleared by prosecuting the newspaper 
Duty of Government and editor who had published an attack on him. This is 
Say To tr * not the proper procedure the Government should 
ann ally A adopt. Newspapers have often to draw the attention 
” Jamarth (34), 16th Nov, Of the superior authorities to such conduct of public 
| officers as they have reason to believe to be detri- 
mental to the interests of the public. It is not always possible to have ready 
with oneself sufficient evidence to corroborate the statements which one may 
feel bound to make against a public officer. Of course, a newspaper writer has 
no business to make reflections which are unwarranted. But it is sufficient if 
he cénscientiously believes them to be true, The business of newspapers is to 
draw the attention of Government to anything going wrong and that of Gov- 
ernment is to enquirc into the allegations made by newspaper writers and to 
take steps to redress the grievances compl:ined of. But if instead of doing this 
Government were to order the officer complained against in the newspapers to 
prosecute the publisher of the complaints, newspaper writers would be put to 
much inconvenience and trouble and would be thereby deterred from perform- 
ing their duty by the public and there would thus be a restraint on the liberty 
of writing bona fide which the people enjoy at present. 


Education. 


24. Referring to Mr. Giles’ speech at the opening of the School of Indus- 
trial Arts at Ahmednagar, the Indian Spectator 

Mr. Giles’ speech at Ahmed- Says :—So far as the enunciation of principles is con- 
nagar on the present educa- cerned we can have no quarrel with Mr, Giles, and 


ava Lama hte need it is a satisfaction to find the Director of Public 
or tecnnicai eaucatlon. ° a ° : 
Indian Spectator (4), 13th Instruction hold so pronouncedly decided views on the 


Nov. subject. Wedao not know, however, if Mr. Giles has 
fully realized the force of the corollaries that can be 

legitimately drawn from his propositions. If the present educational system is 
only a first step, and if the time is ripe for the second, is it not the duty of the 
State to take that second step as vigorously and on as large a scale as they took 
the first? We doubt very much if the distinction that is drawn between 
Mr. Giles’ “first step,’? and ‘second step ” is a valid one, so far, at least, as 
the words are intended to ccnvey that the one step stiiould have a priority in 
point of time over the other. Why should higher literary education precede 
technical 2? And is it necessary that the first should be forty years old before 
the other is begun? Much can be said in favour of the two beginning concur- 
rently and receiving equal attention and equal patronage from the State. If 
Government have slept over their obligations in regard to technical instruction 
for an unconscionably long period, their duty would clearly be to make as full 
and as prompt amends as possible. We find, however, that Government have 
not vet established even one technical institution, small or large, which is main- 
tained solely out of public funds, as so many high schools and colleges are. It 

was, we believe, the public which first called attention to the great gap in our 

national educational system, and it was private effort that first essayed the 

establishment. of institutions for imparting technical instruction. The State 

has coine round now to encourage and give substantial aid to institutions of the 

kind, Weare yet a long way off froma general system of technical instrue- 

tion ut the cost of the State, with as extensive ramifications as those of our 

present literary. schools and colleges. Wouid Mr. Gilcs improve this state of 

things? Judging from his views, as expressed recently «t Ahmednagar and 

elsewhere, we sould expect a new departure under his Directorship of Public 

Instruction. — | 

con ,185—5 
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25. Mr. Giles, the Director of Public Instruction in Bombay, in his learn- 
. ed and comprehensive address delivered last week at 
ge yg (21), 13th the Sir D. M. Petit School of Industrial Arts at 
Coe ae Ahmednagar, fully supported Sir Mancherji’s views 
when he said that the present educational system was but forty years old, and 
it was never intended to be anything but the first step in the educational system. 
There was, he added, a growing demand for technical education and “it was the 
policy of Government to foster it in every possible way. He laid it down as a 
principle that in the future the expansion in educational work will be more in 
the direction of technical than literary education. Hundreds of graduates are 
starving for want of suitable employment under Government, and Mr. Giles is 
of opinion that unless technical education is introduced and cxpanded, there 
can be no provision made for the ever increasing number turned out every year 
by the University. Mr. Giles hit the nail on-the head when he said that there 
is plenty of ability—and mechanical ability too—and money in the country, 
but what was required was sufficient energy and enterprise on the part of the 
educated portion of the community to utilise them for the purpose of starting 
industrial pursuits. This they will never do, though they are ever ready to 
mount up political platforms to air their grievances, which can much better 
be remedied by themselves than by those to whom they prefer their appeal. 
Mr. Giles said, “ it would be quite as easy to combine to establish a factory 
as to combine to establish 2 newspaper.”’ One has not to exercise his mind 
much to understand why the Director of Public Instruction should refer to the 
establishment of newspapers, which rise like so many fungi in the mofussil, If 
India is to be raised from the poverty into which she is steeped, one of the 
easiest methods, as referred to by Mr. Giles, is to develop her industrial re- 
sources, which are as numerous as they are of a substantial character. 


26. We are extremely happy to note that Mr. Giles hopes to make 
ee ea technical education a special feature of the Educational 
aaa (120); Department. In our opinion there will be no private 
effort worth the name, unless Government take up 
industrial education in their hands. No initial outlay is required for starting 
schools to disseminate intellectual education, but a large amount of capital has 
to be invested in setting up a technical school. _ If students are to make some 
real advance in the various branches of technical education, we deem it absolutely 
necessary that Government should make a beginning in this direction. 


27. It is to be remembered that the people of this country looked 

| suspiciously at, if they were not totally opposed to, 
Alleged evil results of the ‘Western education in any shape or form at the time 
present system of higher edu- it was introduced in India. To encourage them, 
Rast Goftar (21), 13th therefore, to accept that education, Government not 
Nov., Eng. cols. only charged little or nothing for it, but established 
prizes, scholarships and fellowships of substantial 

money value, and, in addition, held out the hope that those who availed them- 
selves of the education then offered would be admitted into Government service 
and bethus provided for for life.. The system succeeded but too well and 
to-day there is an eager rush on the part of every class and every community, 
from the agriculturists to the barber and the Brahmin, whose sons knock 
clamorously for admission at the doors of the already over-crowded Gov- 
ernment high schools and colleges. But the boon this education confers 
on its recipients is of very doubtful benefit, for, paradoxical as it may 
seem, its operation renders considerable sections of the population helpless and 
unfit to earn a livelihood, and tends toimpoverish the country, It therefore 
behoves Government to reconsider its position and to see whether it is not both 
advisable and necessary to effect such a radical change in the system as to divert 


“intelligent young men from the pursuit of mere book-learning to branches of 


knowledge of a more profitable character in after-life. In other words, it has 
become imperatively necessary to discover in what way the energies of the 
rising generation can be turned to the most practical account, for an over- 


educated pauper proletariat constitutes a serious peril, Even perfervid educa- 


tionists have tardily and reluctantly come to recognise that the salvation of the 
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country lies in industrial enterprise and that a disaster can be averted and the 
contentment and prosperity of the masses can be secured, not through Arts 
Colleges and the manufacture of an unlimited number of graduates in Arts and 
Law, but only by means of technical and industrial institutions. It is therefore 
urgently necessary to establish and maintain such institutions all over the 
country. It is evident that if technical educati®n is to have a chance, Govern. 
ment must take it under its wing and do for it what Government did for higher 
education. Then, as Mr. Soutar said, young India would quickly see where 
her advantage lay. But if the Bombay Government could not spare the paltry 
sum of Rs. 5,000 for the Victoria Jubilee Technical Institute, which is admittedly 
doing excellent work under the zealous direction of Mr. N. N. Wadia, and was 
content to impair its usefulness because, forsooth, funds had to be found for the 
support of, or grants-in-aid to, Arts Colleges, it is not to be expected that the 
Indian Government can undertake to endow technical education side by side with 
higher education. The time has, therefore, come when the latter Government 
must decide which of the two is most useful and beneficial to the country, and, 
therefore, most worthy of its support. We have not a moment’s hesitation in 
urging that Government should now leave higher education to take care of itself, 
and appropriate the funds thus liberated towards promoting technical education, 
We strongly urge that Government should altogether withdraw its support from 
higher and legal education, shut up all its Arts Colleges and Law schools 
and classes throughout the country, leaving their work to be done by 
voluntary and private enterprise, and devote the funds thus released towards 
_ the founding and encouragement of technical and industrial institutions all over 
the country. Such a step will save the Government from the embarrassment 
at present caused by a large number of discontented and disappointed men with 
no occupation but that of editing seditious newspapers and abusing Govern- 
ment. We sincerely hope that this ail-important question will be one of the first, 
if not the first, to engage the attention of the in-coming Viceroy, who, we have 
reason to believe, is fully alive to its importance, and that he will grapple with 
it fearlessly and firmly, and adopt the step here recommended. 


28. A correspondent from Bijapur writes to the Kal as follows :—On the 
20th October two boys were turned out of the Bij4pur 
Alleged unjust dismissalof High School, one for three months and the other 
two boys wg ye a for good. ‘The reason alleged for their dismissal is 
at cutee of tin Tilak P given out to be their holding up the portrait of Mr. 
Kall (129), 18th Nov. Tilak during the public demonstration that followed 
ne his release. One of the boys is only 16 and soa minor. 
He was therefore dismissed from the school for three months only, while the 
other, who has attained his majority, was dismissed for good. {t is really un- 
just that a boy should be driven away from his school for the alleged fault of 
taking part in a popular demonstration. 


Municipalities. 


29. Having regard to the patent fact that India is a very poor country 

| compared with wealthy England, it seems to us that 

Petty municipalities in the official cry for unlimited expenditure needs to be 
the Bombay Presidency _ put down by the logic of facts. We admit that there 
oe ee ese may be a handred and one useful objects on which 
PeGiampion (2), 13th Nov. presidents of local boards and district municipalities 
may desire to spend money. But tle question of 

uestions is where the money is to come from. As matters lie at present, it is 
notorious that the small cash balances the municipalities in the different divi- 
sions of the presidency had have been depleted, while the Government insists 
upon their defraying all the items of plague expenditure which they can 
ill afford and which it is the duty of the Imperial Government to take upon its 
own shoulders. To avert the plague at any cost is as much of an Imperial 
duty as to mitigate the horrors of famine. It is therefore not easy to understand 
the principle which would differentiate between the two kinds of expenditure. 
‘he poorer municipalities in the presidency are in the throes of a monetary 
famine. They have next to no funds to carry out the ordinary expenditure ; 
and yet they are oppressed to defray their own plague expenditure, which is 
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certainly most grievous, We hear that in some localities they insist on levying 
a special plague rate to meet plague expenditure. If this be true, the sooner 
this new burden which is sought to be imposed is denounced the better. Fot 
the Imperial or Provincial Government thus to shirk its own responsibility of 
expenditure in the matter and to force petty -municipalities, which even in 
ordinary circumstances cannot” manage to make both ends meet,to levy a 
special rate for plague charges, is indeed tyrannical, The Indian Government, 
in spite of the poverty of the country, endeavours by one means or another to 
place on our local bodies fresh burdens which they can ill afford to bear, while 
increasing its own indebtedness by leaps and bounds. And when those 
organisations complain and plead impecuniousness, they are goaded on by Col- 
lector-Presidents, and officials of that ilk, to incur expenditure on this account 
and that, as if their capacity to bear fresh burdens, either directly by way of 
new taxes or indirectly by way of heavy interest charges on loans, was unlimited. 


30, Mr, Hiranand, President of the Hyderabad Municipality, has lately 
| been at his old game, and the following letter which 
Complaint against Mr. we cull from the columns of the Sind Gazette will 
ab pean gee ptre hs speak for itself :—‘‘Sir,—A propos of the accident 
(Sind). : p®~* which has resulted in the new launch ‘ Endeavour’ 
Phenix (8), 12th Nov. being sunk jn the Fuleli Canal, Iam surprised to read 
the following in your paper :—‘ Mr. Myers, Municipal 
Water Works Engineer, has been sent by Mr. Hiranand with one of his assist- 
ants and a large quantity of stores, pulley, tackles, jack-screws, etc., to haul 
the launch and repair the damages done.’ Mr. Hiranand, one of the owners of 
the launch, is the President of the Hyderabad Municipality, and it is needless to 
say that he can order about the Municipal Engineer according to his own sweet 
pleasure..... A municipal servant is a municipal servant, and the President 
of a municipality cannot make him do his own private work to the detriment 
of what he is paid to do, without being guilty of taking an undue and improper 
advantage of his position as President. Mr. Myers has become a sort of con- 
sulting engineer to the owners of the new launch, and I need not say how unjust 
it is on the owners of the rival launches who have to pay their engineers. I 
venture througn the medium of your paper to invite the attention of Mr. Steele, 
the Collector of Hyderabad, to the fact. He is deservedly popular for his sense of 
justice and uprightness, and he will no doubt realize the impropriety of the Muni- 
cipal Engineer being made to dothe private work of the Municipal President.”’ 
Mr. Hiranand is an Amil and as such may not be expected to be a strait-laced 
or an over-squeamish individual. But when he turns his influence as Muni- 
cipal President,to a very improper use, when he makes Municipal employés do 
his own work so that he may save his cash, he makes it clear as the sun at 
midday that he is not fit to be the President of the Municipality or the head of 
any corporate body whatsoever. It is nothing short of a monstrous shame that 
Mr. Hiranand should be allowed to pursue such a scandalous course of conduct 
without any let or hindrance, We join with the correspondent in drawing 
Mr. Steele’s attention to the matter. We do not think that in his opinion the 
President of the Hyderabad Municipality is doing the right thing. 


Native States. 


31. We have to record an emphatic protest against the way in which the 
plague arrangements in the Kolhapur State are sought 
deinen Rieke eek —-dg ie be impeached in the various newspapers at Bom- 
newspaper critics in the bay, Poona and other places. It is in the first place 
presidency. extremely discreditable that the Native papers should 


Plague measures in the 


Vidya Vilas (178), 11th 


Wav regard as gospel truth Ictters published in the Anglo- 


Indian paper, the Bombay Gazette, and should 
thoughtlessly rush forward to make senseless statements with regard to affairs 
in Native States. Though we are not prepared to make any general state- 
ments regarding all the States in the Southern Mardtha Country, we assure 
the public of this presidency that in so far as Kolhapur is concerned tite 
people have to suffer not the least inconvenience from the present plague arrange- 
ments in the Kolhapur State.. Nearly all of them are iu favour. of the con- 
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tinuance of the present arrangements so long as plague is looming on the skirts 
of Kolhépur. In our opinion, our contemporaries in the mofussil are mistaken 
in this respect owing to their ignorance of real facts. The people of Kolhapur 
believe that the quarantines which have been posted at various places on the 
borders of the Kolh4pur territory have been the chief safeguards against plague, 
which is raging so violently in its vicinity. Had there been no such restriction, 
plague germs would long ago have made Kolhapur their home. It is now 
admitted that the plague isa contagious disease and breaks out wherever its 
germs travel. The best remedy for warding it off is to refuse admission to people 
coming from affected parts. Besides, when it breaks out no amount of preven- 
tive measures succeeds in checking it. How much better is it, therefore, to 
keep it ata distance by adopting stringent measures? Objection is taken in 
some quarters to the recent increase in the period of Shirol Road quarantine 
from 10 to 20 days. It must, however, be stated in defence of the Kolhapur 
authorities that this ultimate step was taken when some plague cases had occurs 
red at the Shirol Road quarantine camp amongst the people who had come 
from Haripur after being detained at the Haripur quarantine camp for ten 
days and when it was made clear that plague germs lived even after a period 
of ten days. Colonel Wray is working for the benefit of the people, and 
though not being omniscient he is liable to err, we do not think irresponsible 
criticism is the proper means to set right all matters in this connection. 
In short, all this row is kicked up for nothing. 


G. M. SA’THE, 


Reporter on the Native Press. 
Office of the Reporter on the Native Press, 
New Secretariat, Bombay, 22nd November 1898. 
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missioner, 8. D. 12 
Salt: Manufacture of — on a ‘large scale calculated to improve the ‘condition ! 
of the Indian rayat _.. oe ve ‘es 10 ‘ 
Education — 
Bombay University : Complaint about the mismanagement at Poona regard- t 
ing the Matriculation Examination ... 3] t 
Technical education: Remarks on the Honourable Mr. Giles’ speech at the 3 
Petit Industrial School at Ahmednagar vee _ < 30 [ | 
Native States— | | 
Kathiawar : 
A complaint from the J vatgne State and a request to Government in 
the matter ‘we re 32 
Alleged mismanagement i in the Dhréngadra Statein— ... 33 
Remarks in connection with the appointments in the — Political Agency. 34, 
Kolhépur and the Southern Mardétha Country: Plague measuresin-- —_,,, 35-88 
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Last of Newspapers and Periodicals. 


(For the week ending 26th November 1898.) 
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d. Names of Newspapers. Place of Publication , | Edition. PR sang = A 
| 
ENGLISH. 
1 |The —— East Indian... Bombay : A ee 400 
9 99 hampion... eee eee ee eee Do. a ee Do. eee eee 700 
3 593 Dayan én Prakésh . eee Poona ee ® ees Do. eee cae 300 
4 se Spectator and Voice - India .| Bombay ‘ oe Do. 500 
D », Karachi Chronicle een ..| Karachi oe ‘ Do. ; 500 
6 » KAthidwdr Times is .| R&jkot ..| Daily 73 
7 » Mahratta.. ses ese ..| Poona ...| Weekly .. 600 
8 99 Phoenix ... Karachi ‘ Bi-weekly 500 
9 » Quarterly J ournal o the Poona Sfrva- 
janik Sabha ... oi .| Poona... soe ..-| Quarterly 300 
10 | ,, Sind Times Karachi roe = eee] Bi-weekly 200 
ANGLO-GUJARA’TI. 
11 | The Deshabhakta ‘is ae .-.| Baroda ; Weekly +o 500 
12 » Gujarati... ‘a »»-| Bombay , a 4 3,550 
13 » Gujardt Mitra... oo} Surat cee | 700 
a » Gujarat Satya Sameher .. Do. wa mt 306 
1S | ~ eee lk as .| Bombay ;, it oe 500 
16 », Hindusthén ces : 7: ‘ Do. 976 
17 | » Independent | Do. os . i 500 
18 »» dsaiser-e-Hind - ee rf ef Do. 2,500 
19 » Kathidwdar News... ..| Rajkot... awe ..| Bi-weekly 400 
20 » Praja Bandhu ..| Ahmedabad .. --! Weekly - 
91 » Rast Goftar ‘ia “es Bombay a ‘ Do. 1,700 
99 »» Shri Sayaji M aoe Baroda ss a ee 2,200 
. 33 5 Surya Prakash Surat ~ cee Do. 500 
| 
AnGt1o-HInDI. 
94 | The Pandit coo = ove | Poona ... eo! Weekly 1,500 
ANGLO-Ka4’'NARESE. 
95 | The Rajahansa one ..| Dharwar Weekly .. 200 
ANGLO-MaRATHI. 
g6 | The Din Bandhu aa eS .| Bombay - Weekly = 1,000 
97 », Dnydn Chakshu ... ee .| Poona ... ne Do. - 900 
93 », Dnydénodaya bis sit i -| Bombay a Do. e 600 
99 = RE ER nce. es se + Do. Bi-weekly a 600 
30 ,, KAémgdr or Workman ... - + Do. ove Weekly = 1,000 
31 ,, Mar&tha Mitra ... ae |: ae. Do. ; ve Both 
39 » Native Opinion ... ee. i . Bi-weekly : 700 
33 », Prabhakar vee + Do. Daily . 500 
34 » samarth . os ces +s -| Kolhapur Weekly eos as 
35 5» shri Saydji Vijaya ve -| Baroda... oe. Bi-weekly . 3,000 
36 », Subodh Patrika .. oe -| Bombay eos Weekly : 500 
37 ,, sudhdrak.. sine bee --| Poona... se Do. ee 3,000 
338 » Wartdhar ... -| Bombay oe Do. 1,000 
| ANGLO- PORTUGUESE. 
3y |O Anglo-Lusitano ... --| Bombay Weekly ... 1,000 
49 | The Boletim Indiano ... eee} Do. i 500 
ANGLO-SINDI. | 
41 | The Lux... poe ‘ee .. | Hyderabad (Sind) ...| Fortnightly 350 
42 - Peebhit «. <0 - Do. ooo] Weekly .., 450 
Exoiisn, Mara'tH! anp GUsaka'TI. 
43 | The Baroda Vatsal ..| Baroda ove wo] Weekly .., ‘ia 550 
ENGLIsH, MARATHI AND KANARESE. 
44 |The Karnftak Patré ... «2 0 +) Dhdérwér ee wo] Weekly ... co 400 


a~€, 


No, Names of Newspapers, Place of Palication. — Copies tersed, 
| | 
ExeuisH, Mara’tH1, GUJARA'TI a 
AND KonkKANI. 
45 | The Garibéncha Kaivdri (Amicus Pauperum)} Bombay oe ©«=seoesOFtnightly —_...... 1,500 
GUJARA TL, | 
46 |The Ahmedabad Times 1» = wees eee] Atmedabad ... ve) Weekly + 250 
47 ? Ajab eee TY) eve eee Ts Surat ... eee rae Monthly eee eee 1,200 
48 ,, Akhbé&r-e-Islim ...  o | oo — «»-| Bombay ne “ss 1,400 
49 39 Akhb4re Sodagar eee eee ee Do. eee eee Do. e eee 1,200 
60 93 Arajadar eee ee eco ees ne Baroda.. eee eee Weekly .. ee 5900 
5) » A’ry&’ Dharm Prakésh as cy »».| Bombay sds we Monthly... ma ses 450 
62 » Bhim Sen.. + ee ‘“a “ Do. one woo] Daily — ave coe 1,100 
63 | » Bombay SamAchar oe ool. DO oc sae 0. oe 3,200 
64 y, Broach Mitra... oa ; »»-| Broach és ...| Weekly ... see 100 
55 » Broach Sam&chér ua ‘i we oe ‘i ia a an Oe 550 
56 », Buddhi Prakash ... s ‘. ..»| Ahmedabad ... -e-| Monthly ... see 900 
57 » Cambay Gazette ... ose oes ---| Cambay vee ee Do, ee ool 110 
58 ” Chandra ... een ee eee ee: Surat eee eee ee Do. ee eee 300 
59 » Chhatrapati ae ‘is ...| Bombay ous soo Weekly ... ewe ooo 
60 99 Deshi Mitra eee “ee ee ° Surat ... ee es Do. e949 eee 900 
6] 9 Din Mani ee TT) eee eee Broach... eee nee Do. eee eee 125 
ee » Dny4n Sudha ... ste es | Ahmedabad ... see —v ie one 200 
63 » Dnydn Vardhak ... nee bes ..| Bombay ms re son os 350 
64 »  ursad : oe ye : Do. ve - | Do. - see 600 
As » Gap Sap ... oe ie i ‘ Do. _ ..| Fortnigh tly ‘i 300 
66 » Gul Afsh4n ies fo Do. oe oe| Monthly coe 200 
67 », Hitechchhu re we ‘ ..., Ahmedabad ... ..| Weekly ia 500 
68 ,, JAm-e-Jamshed . se ...| Bombay oe Daily a 2,600 
on!) », Jangali ...| Godhra see ..| Weekly se 236 
70 | ,, Kachha Saméchér _—... ...| Bombay a wa ae a 300 
71 »» Kaira Khetiwddi Patra .. ...| Nadiad in we i ow 830 
72 » Kaira Vartaman ., ...| Kaira in ..| Weekly . - 75 
73 » Kathidwddno Himéyati... an ..| Ahmedabad ... wil és 400 
74, » Kathidwdr Krishi di sa Do. vie a Tri-monthly i 200 
"5 »» Kathidwdr —_— ses Rajkot ...| Bi-weekly = 450 
. » Kelavni ... we vee Baroda ° ...| Monthly .., ‘ia 1,000 
29 » Khoja Samfchér . ie Oe Bombay seve} Weekly e be 
78 » Navsari Prakash . si as Navs4ri vas ar rn. on eee : 
79 » Nure Elam iis vine see ..| Bombay bs ...| Monthly .. ied 280 
80 » Nydyadarshak ... is on ...| Abmedabad ... me Fortnightly 250 
8] » Praja Mitra ee oe ...| Kar&échi ...| Bi-weekly vs 350 
82 | ,, Praja Pokér é a ...| Surat . ee | ee 800 
83 » ©unch Dand vein es Bombay R oss} a tee oP Ios 
84 » Rajyabhakté ... sic aa]. ee. ve ss ae ove 1,100 
85 ,, samsher Bahadur ca ...| Ahmedabad ... «| Do. saa 300 
86 » satyavakta = a ...| Bomba ae me Fortnightly eve 550 
87 » Satya Vijaya ee on ...| Nand ie a im : 
g8 | ,, Stri Bodh.. ..  «ee| Bombay * ..| Monthly .. oe 500 
89 » Surat Akhbar _.., ea | surat . ” ..| Weekly .. “ 800 
90 , Svadesh Bandhu... _ ... ..|Mabudha ss. i aan ‘ns 250 
9) » Udichya Hitechchhu Patra .... Ahmedabad ... ..-| Monthly ... cae 600 " 
92 »  Vaishnava.. ne = | oan ip ..| Fortnightly _... 200 
93 ns Vishvadarshan Be | Kaira oo : .«-| Weekly ,.. ons 325 
94 » Wyapak ie ine : .»| Bombay re ‘ BO. xcs <s 600 
HINDI. 
95 | The Shri Venkateshvar Samachar .».| Bombay cee ooo} Weekly 8,000 
K A’NARESE. | 
96 | The Chandrodaya “i ose ..| Dharwar one ..| Weekly .., 200) 
97 » Hubli Patra se : aa see} Hubli ... pes oa Do. 150 
98 , Karndtak Vritt ... a «| Dharwar... ak a eee 800 
99 | ,, Loki Bandhu _... oie ot inl ee coe | eee 300 
100 , Rasik Ranjini.... a ...| Gadag « ‘ie Ses 200 
Satya Vritt : sai | 7. J. ie 200 
MARATHI, 
102 | The A’ram ie ...| Bombay : ...| Fortnightly _... - 600 
103 » Arunodaya os can ...| Chana... wil ooo] Weekly oo . eee 740 
104 ” A'ryavart . eve eee : a Dhulia... cee eee Do. ee : 205 
105 ~regeee: —_erepeea ‘ie ” ...| Ratnagiri... oa. ae 290 
106 Belgaum Sica alader 3) ne er Belgaum eco cee Do. ‘ ‘ 315 
107 ie Coes oo os oe van ow oe + eee : 1,250 
108 ? Chandanshu eee ese ee eee T eee ee Do e ee 950 
109 | ,, Chandraként - yeaa 5 -"7 vee a a a 309 
Chandrodaya ...... ~ | Chiplun a eer 500 


No. 3 
0 Names ef Newspapers. Place of Publication. __ Edition. | Goeles psd. 
MaBa'tHI—continued, - | | 
111 | The Chikitsak... | ... sec cee Belgaum aa ee e 7 
112 99 Chitragupta Le bsdinatind eee eee Kantd see eee bs ad es eee 300 
113 » Daivadnya Mit soo = wees eee Bombay coo] DAONIGRIY ose eee 500 
14 » Daivadnya Samdchdr ee ee <a. oe ses en ee |. emer oe 300 
115 » Dakshin Vritt ... ro ini ...| Bolhdépur pa eee] Weekly ... eee 150 
7 > ee arene ee eee Grendel os wa a Oe 4b 
. anada,... oes vo 088 ..| Vengurla ...| Fortni nth re 700 
118 » Dharwar Vritt ... ove in oe Dhérwér fess Weekly... : J 750 
119 *3 Dhureen eee eee ee ee eee Belgaum eee eee Do. eve eee 500 
120 » Dnydn —" oes a ee »-| Poona . $ oo ue 1,C00 
121 » Dnydén poh eee eee | Kolhapur “ sl: oe be 290 
122 » Ganga L " ies ...| Nasik ... - Do. er 200 
123 99 Gurékhi ... eee - o% Bombay ° on Do. ; 1,500 
ee ee eo eee .. | Daily sa 8,000 
125 » Hindu Punch ... ive - ...| Lhana.. a «| Weekly ... oa 600 
126 | ,, Jagadddarsh .. ... oo «..| Ahmednagar... ...|_ Do. se 300 
127 , Jagad-hitechchhu ‘ie S ...| Poona ... ome 7 Ve ‘i 4,500 
128 » Jagatsamdchar ... ‘ei re vt EROS oc ha wa oa. BH 600 
129 9 Kala cee eee coe ee -e.| Poona .. sia és Do. ces ee 1,208 
130 ee | eee ie sae ba ..| Dh4rw4r ares a. a : 250 
131 »» Kalpataru... ‘ive is ...| Shold4pur sie a a a, 400 
132 9 Karmanuk eee eee ee eee Poona... eee ees Do. e ee 2,500 
133 »» Keral JCokil ane oe ...| Bombay ..| Monthly bi 2,000 
134 s Bee aw ve ...| Poona... ..| Weekly ... es 8,000 
135 » Kh&ndesh Chitragupta .. ve .».| Dhulia “ - oe : ili 125 
136 ,, Khédndesh Vaibhav _.. ree »| Do. Pe 7 a ae sia 370 
137 » Khara Prakér ee + «ee| Bombay «os eee] Monthly sii 2,000 
1388 | ,, Kumtha Vritt - - .| Kumta Weekly ‘es 200 
139 » Kutumbi ... j eve ».| Sholapur Do. ° oe ; 
140 » Lokaseva.. oes oe ‘is oo-| NAsik . ne Do. i 325 
14] » Madatnis.. - see sn Ratnigiri ee ee ooo 200 
142 ,, Madhu Makshika “a 06s | Belgaum Do. RS 600 
143 5 Madhu Vritt es ese ik EN ees a a 6 125 
144 99 Maharashtra Mitra oe eee Bee SAtara eee eee ee Do. ‘ 250 
145 99 Makirashtra Vritt ee cee “an EM vii eee oe Do. ° ve 5¢ 
146 », Manohar ... ” er or eos] SOMpur ...| Fortnightly i : 
147 | ,, Mitrodaya oa re Weekly we 150 
148 » Moda Vritt ‘as 00 . el ee cee Do. sie 1,200 
149 ” Mumbai Vaibhav eee ee ee Bombay cee Daily eee eee 1,300 
150 | ,, Nagar Saméchér... ne ee a al Weekly re 150 
151 » Nasik Vaibhav ... ee ..| Nasik .. Do. ove coe 300 
152 | ,, Nasik Vritt a ot es le a ae ei 300 — 
153 » Nipdni Vaibhav... ew ae ..| Nipani,. oe Do. ‘< oe 
154 » Nyaya Sindhu one 0 o Ahmednagar .. Do. in 300 
155 » Panchénan + ee ..| Karad.. ae a ae ee 170 
156 | ,, Pandhari Bhushan. is Pandharpur see Do. sind 235 
ee ee ee Do. a Do. ee 160 
158 » Pen Samachar mes eee a ee xe coal |= 0. ves 125 
159 | ,, Poona Vaibhav... ... “ ..| Talegaon Débhdda ...| Do. oF 975 
160 », Prabodh Chandrika Hike ss ..| Jalgaon ei i. oe ee 40 
161 » Prabodh Ratna ... aes eR ses | aa ie 94 
162  Eeeted us © : 2 ...| Isl4mpur ae | Do. ex 300 
163 » Raghav Bhushan +e vee Oh a ee | Do. ove 200 
164 | ,, Satya Shodhak fas * ..| Ratndgiri ,... a A 600 
165 » satyavakta miss cee oe eco VENZUPIQ = ave + a. eee 275 
166 » Shikshak . cee se eee »»| Chikodi “a ol ae a 225 
167 » Sholapur Samachér .. ‘ee CO eee a ae - 400 
168 9 Shubh Suchak eee eee eee Satara .. eee ee Do. e eee 250 
169 | ,, Sudarshan << -— aa. at oe ss 350 
170 » Sudhakar ‘i <r ae ak Se As 300 
171 » Sumant ... ve ae oo er ee ‘ie aaa ‘ss 200 
172 ) Tuk4r4m cee eee cee eee ee Ahmednagar eee eee Do. eee e° 100 
173 9 Vartddarsha eee ee ee eee Malvan eee coe Do. ee 200 
174 9 Vartahar ee oe ee ee eee Bombay eo*. eee Tri-weekly eee 700 
175 | , Vartanidhi ee ee ..| Weekly .. ” 2,000 
176 » WVatandar... ‘ea oes ‘i _ Bij4pur : agama _ 250 
177 »» Vengurla Vritt ... a oP | Vengurla —s.... Ss oe ces 118 
178 | ,, Vidya Vilés OE see 600 
179 » Vikshipta .. eco oe »o| Bombay ss =" DO. 06 ee 1,800 
180 To wshaivamate Prakdsh »».| Akalkot eee Ske Ee ae 100 
181 | ,, Vividh Dny4n Vistér ... ...| Bombay on eet Monthly oe 550 
182 99 Vritias4r eee eee ee eee cool WA eee eee eee Weekly ° eve 400 
183 5 Vritt Sindhu soo] KATWAP..,  — one eo ae ove eee 
184 29 Vritt Sudha eee eee ee Satara eee eee aan Do. ee0 eee 110 
185 99 V yapari eee eee eee eee Poona eee see ee Do, eee coe 500 
186 | ,, Yeola Vaibhav see .. Ce a eo eee ae oe 
SINDI- } 
187 | The Khairkhah Sind 1 Karéchi ., | Weekly .. | -'1,000 
} 88 99 Muin-ul-Isl4m eee eee ee Do. eee eee Do, eee eee 360 
189 } ,, Sind Sudhér ipa Do. Seen ame; eae meme 500 


6 


C—__—__—_—-— 


‘No. - Names of Newspapers. | Place ef Pubiiéatisa. | Edition, Copies tasued. 
| wd 
| tm, 
Urpv. 
ee ee. an of Monthly... _... 500 
191 | ,, Alam AphrozBambai ... ... «| + Do. if Tri-monthly __... 200 
193 »» Agad Putich = oo ave ‘30 eee} Do. vee ool Weekly ... vee 300 
198 99 Eotnbay Punch Bahddur,.. eee eee Do. eee eee Do, ee0e ees 500 
194 99 India Gazette eee eee eee ees Do. eee eee Do. eee eee 1,000 
198 ” Jah&niima... eo eee eee eee Do. wae eee Do. eee see did 
196 » Makbul-e-Aalum eee sea »-.| Ahmednagar ... wn rn a ee 900 
197 9 Munsif-i-Deccan .e eee eee ee. Bombay eee eee] Dail ie wes 80 
198 i wee es “ee Weekly We aan 1,500 
199 9 Na fr-i-Islam eee eee eee eee Do. eee eee Do. ee- 693 eve 
200 99 S eee een eee wee eee eee Do. eee eee Do. ceo eee 150 
S01 | ,, Saléfn-nl-Akhbér.. 4. 5. ef Doo. i “ae ka Se 150 


MaRa'THI AND Ka’NARESE. 


302 |The Chandrika a ae Bagalkot a era 100 
203 » Karnétak Vaibhav ° ... si »e-| Bijapur “es a Be ee ies 300 
204 »  siddheshvar ae ‘si oes wt. Oe om oe ee i 150 
205 » Viehari ... vos es “ts ...| Kérwar es a a te aes 453 
| MaRa’THI AND URpDv. 
206 | The Gulbarga Samachar _... se ...| Gulbarga... | Weekly ... oe 450 
PORTUGUESE-KONKANI. | 
207 |The Luso-Concanim ... = os eos ove} BOmDay ‘“ ooo] Weekly oop ee 500 


Notes.—A. The notices from the different Newspapers have been collected in che Report under different heads 
which are printed in italics. 

B. The names of Newspapers are printed in the margin of the Report in italics, and the number of the News- 
paper in the above list is printed in brackets after the name. 


©, The system of spelling vernacular words followed by the Reporter is the same as that adopted in the 
Official Spelling List of the Bombay Presidency. One peculiar feature of this system is that wnen the long (a Of 
or d) is the last letter of a word, the accent is left out, and the short a(S] = wu in gun) is, to prevent confusion, 
never placed at the end of a word, This rule has been strictly followed, except that when the short a appears to be 
absolutely necessary to complete the pronunciation of a word, asin Arunodaya or the well-known Mitra, it is vrinted 
with a mark over it to indicate that it is short, thus—-d, 


D. The figures giving the circulation or number of copies published of each newspaper and pericdical as 
furnished by the proprietor, are not guaranteed as accurate, and in some instances must be regarded with caution, 


7 
Politics and the Public Administration. 


1. Lord Curzon is an imperialist of imperialists and yet he is fully alive 
to truth contained in the good old adage Vow popult 


Lord Curzon on the rela- yoy Dei. There isa happy combination of imperialistic 


t:ons between India and Great 


Biticin: and democratic instincts in him, as may be seen from 
Shubh Suchak (168), 18th is speeches at the old Etonians’ dinnerand at the 
Nov., Eng. cols. Royal Society’s Club. His speeches are truly remark- 


| able, being characterized by generosity, breadth of view, 
and that punctilious regard for the best interests of the people at large which 
makes for much of the popularity which Conservatives of Salisbury-Balfour 
school enjoy. Weare sure that it wiil satisfy millions in India to know 
that the prevailing sentiment in the coming Viceroy’s speeches is that what is 
won by the sword must be maintained with justice and with due regard to the 
wishes and feelings of the people, that he regards India as the pivot and centre 
of the Imperial system and therefore he was proud to assume the Indian 
-Viceroyalty, and that he appreciates the bravery and loyalty of the Native troops 
and avows candidly enough that Englishmen hold India by the aid of her own 
sons. from these liberal sentiments it will be seen that Lord Curzon fully 
understands that there can be an honest difference of opinion between a Govern- 
ment and a people, and that consequently he will never fail to look at questions 
in all their bearings and from all conceivable standpoints, He will, we hope, 
undertake only those schemes of conquest which will promote the permanent 
good of the Indian people and strengthen their attachment to British rule. 


2. Lord Curzon has for the third time taken the public into his confidence 


Lord Curzon on the duties 


4 duties and responsibilities as Viceroy. His first two 

of a Viceroy. ' — : . “fe 
Gujarati (12), 20th Nov., speeches were entirely satisfactory in their spirit. 
Eng, cols. His third utterance is equally welcome. In returning 


7 thanks to the members of the Southport Municipality 
His Lordship said that he recognized that the first duty of a Viceroy was not one 


of speech but of administration. Some of his own countrymen have candidly 


pointed out that it is a novel experiment to appoint to the Viceregal post 


a politician who has distinguished himself more in parliamentary debates than 
in administrative affairs, These critics have now got an authoritative reply 
to their strictures. Lord Curzon, a brilliant speaker though he is, has already 
resolved to resist the temptation of indulging in pompous orations and to 
devote himself principally to the work of administration. We do not know 
how this declaration will be received at Simla, where nothing is deemed more 
becoming and statesmanlike than fora Viceroy to allow his subordinates to 
govern the country and let himself be ruled over by his powerful colleagues, 
The only ground on which the appointment of fresh men from England to 
the highest administrative posts in India can be defeuded is that they are to 
stand as impartial arbiters between powerful and routine-loving officialism on 
one side and complete helplessness on the other, It is their duty to infuse 
and keep up the spirit of British administrative methods and protect the Gov- 
ernment of the country from thedangers attendant on red-tapeism and depar- 
tures from those principles of justice and rectitude on which alone a subject 
population consisting of millions of human beings can be safely governed 
for any length of time. Lord Elgin took up the Viceregal office with the 
best of intentions. Lord Sandhurst did the same. With what a noble ideal did 
His Lordship start from England? How just and sympathetic has he shown 
himself on the wholein his public utterances! Any other Governor, without his 
innate good and gentle qualities, would have raised a greater storm over his head 
in this presidency last year. But, after all, the sad truth remains that both Lord 
Elgin and Lord Sandhurst have not been the actual rulers, but have allowed 
themselves to be dominated by stronger and unsympathetic men. We are 
therefore much pleased to learn that the new. Viceroy means to govern the 
country and not allow himself to be governed or sat upon by others, to keep the 
strings of administration in his own hands and not let himself be led by the 
nose. There is another reason why we hail his declaration. In noticing the 
announcement of his appointment we stated the principles on which we expected 
CON 128423 | 


and made known what is passing in his mind about his. 
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His Lordship to discharge his duties. Lord Curzon has, we are glad, endorsed 
each and every one of those principles. We fervently hope that His Lordship 
will be more fortunate than some of his predecessors in convincing the people 
that the declarations of English statesmen mean something more than the post- 
prandial effusions inspired by the generous hospitality of loving friends and 
enthusiastic admirers. : 


3. However willing we may be to place our faith in the rumour that Sir 
ny ee ere ee a Antony MacDonnell will be the next Governor of 
hiies an Gavan ot B ombay Bombay, we cannot help thinking that it may be as 
and the rumour about Sir Well to receive it with a respectable quantity of salt 
Antony MacDonnell being Lord Sandhurst undoubtedly has failed to come up to 
appointed his successor, our expectations, and though there have been of late 
on ne signs to show that reason has regained ascendancy 
in the counsels of the Government, it will still be a matter for congratulation if 
a better seaman was placed at the helm of affairs. That in Sir Antony 
MacDonnell we shall get just the man we want, to steer the vessel of state clear 
of the shoals and quicksands amongst which it has well nigh foundered during the 
present regime, and through which it will have still to pass, is a fact which 
admits of no doubt. Lord Sandhurst has, no doubt, always meant well, but stall 
we cannot shut our eyes to what is too patent to be ignored, namely, that his 
| administration has been disastrous to the best interests of the rulers and the ruled 
alike, that it has succeeded in further widening the gulf which separates 
Europeans from their Indian fellow-subjects, and that even taken at its best it has 
been a prolific source of evil to the country. But for the blundering plague 
policy pursued in Poona—a policy which kas had to be considerably modified by 
the light of subsequent experience—there would have been no Poona tragedy, no 
press prosecutions, no incarceration of private citizens under an obsolete regula- 
tion, no amendment of the law relating to sedition, And Sir Antony MacDonnell 
is just the man who can undo the mischief that has been done. His admi- 
nistration of the North-Western Provinces has been characterised by a broad 
statesmanship and a large-hearted sympathy for the people, which sufficiently 
lend colour to the hope that he will bring to Bombay, still smarting under the 
lash, an olive branch and .a veritable message of peace and good-will. But 
Lord Sandhurst is not likely to go before his time, and Sir Antony having just 
returned from England and taken over charge of the administration of the 
North-Western Provinces is not likely to lay it down offhand. The rumour, 
therefore, is too good to be true. 


4, Itis rather a little early to think of a successor to His Excellency 
Native Opinion (82), 24th Lord Sandhurst. But sincesome people point to Sir 
pe WS ai a Antony MacDonnell as the coming man, it is as 
, well to see what sort of a Governor we may have 
in him. In Sir Antony as Governor of Bombay people on our side may have 
reason to rejoice, and though they may not look to him for any startling 
administrative changes, certainly they may look to him for an endeavour 
on his part to remove every reasonable grievance, The appointment, if 
made, would be quite welcome, and the Bombay public would highly ap- 
preciate it if the present ministry, in whose hands the post lies, should decide 
upon Sir Antony as the next Governor of Bombay. 


5. After praising at ime el oe administrations of Sir Antony Mac- 

< onnell and Sir John Woodburn, especially with regard. 
eee techehhu (127), 19th +) the famine and plague ssialiadis sligied in the 
i | provinces under their control, the Jagadkitechchu 
writes as follows:—Who will not like to have sucha kind gentleman as 
Nir Antony as Governor of this presidency ? Unfortunately we do not often 
have Governors of his type and so we very much desire that he should be our 
next Governor, especially as the regimes of the present Governor and his 
predecessor have proved miserable to the people of this presidency. If what is 
published in the Bombay Gazette and the Advocate of India regarding the 
probability of Sir Antony being our next Governor be true, we may well exclaim 
that God has at last taken pity upon us and that the authorities whose business 
itis to select Governors have discovered their mistake. We, however, hope 
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that Sir Antony’s Governorship will not be like that of Sir Richard. Temple, who, 
though a good Lieutenant-Governor, failed as a Governor. 


6. We are unable to conceive the necessity under which the Government 
of India should have felt itself to have been for publish- 
Comments on the Secretary ing the papers dealing with Mr. Thorburn’s outspoken 
4 State's despatch on Mr. oration at the Simla Town Hall. The lesson that it. 
orburn’s speech. ° . . : 
Indian Spectator (4), 20th 18 meant to impress on officials as to their duty re- 
Nov. specting their opinions on a policy adopted or that is 
likely to be adopted by the Government that employs 
them might, with equal effect, have been conveyed by a circular intended for 
them alone. If it was thought necessary to publish the fact that Mr. Thorburn 
had “ found it necessary within eight days of the delivery of the speech to ex- 
press deep regret at his conduct,’ a simple statement to that effect would have 
sufficed without the accompanying homily on the duty of officials. As to the 
despatch of the Secretary of State and the opinion of Sir Macworth Young, it 
would have been but fair to have coupled the declaration that ‘a member of 
the Government service is not at liberty to make an attack upon what he 
knows or believes to be the policy or procedure deliberately approved by Govern- 
ment,” with an assertion to the effect that he is neither at liberty to enter upon 
an elaborate eulogy or justification of a policy adopted by Government in the 
teeth of a widespread and reasonable dissent from its views. It is against all 
fairplay to,let loose on the couatry all the eulogists of Government policy, however 
little ground there may be for their eulogies, while the officials who do not ap- 
prove of such policy are to‘have a vow of silence exacted from them. Why should 
there have been a lecture on the Tirah campaign by an official at all? Why 
should the Viceroy and other high officials have attended it, knowing as they 
should have done that there was no unanimity of opinion as to the conduct 
or results of that campaign? Wedo not say that Mr. Thorburn was bound 
to speak as he did at that meeting. But there was as much excuse for 
him as for Sir James Westland who got up immediately after him to make 
some remarks which were by no means free from the spirit of controversy. The 
Secretary of State says an officer should acquiesce loyally and silently in the 
decisions of Government. Blatant acquiescence is not demanded and oflicials 
will do well to exercise the same discretion in praising doubtful acts of Govern- 
ment as in criticising them. 


7. It may be asked, who are the responsible authorities in India? Every 

: official, from the most exalted to the lowest in the 
ee (4), 20th Nov., official ladder, talks of responsibility. Each and all 
_" seem to be so responsible of their individual acts that 
practically it is notorious that no such thing as responsibility exists. As 
Mr. W. C. Bonnerji very properly observed at Croydon, the Government in 
India is altogether of an irresponsible character. Why, this very despatch of 
the Secretary of State is a glaring instance of his own irresponsibility in the 
matter. Abstractedly, Parliament might call upon him for writing so egregious 
a document, meaningless and subversive of all individual liberty. The United 
Service Institution was an unofficial society. The lecture was unofficial. . The 
public invited there were not told that it was a lecture under official auspices, 
even though the Viceroy and other high dignitaries were present there. Mr. 
Thorburn was there as a member of the public, like the Viceroy himself. 
Surely, Parliament, if it chose, can question Lord George Hamilton’s right to 
dictate as he has done, and hold him responsible for his absurd interference 
with individual liberty. But will he be held responsible? We think not. 
If then none is held responsible, where is the responsibility, and who are 
the “ authorities’? who may be said to be really “responsible”? Not to go 
too far back, take the recent instance of Sir John Gorst denouncing the 
system of State education. Sir John was a Minister. He spoke in public. 
Did the Cabinet sit in judgment on that outspoken official P Was he asked to 
apologise? And did the Prime Minister afterwards sit down in cold blood to 
indite a despatch enjoining that no Minister should blab out unpleasant truths 
under pain of displeasure or resignation? ‘Take again the instance of Mr. 
Chamberlain, who spoke the other day at Sheffield something which astonished 
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the entire civilised world and which was so flagrantly in contradiction to 
what the Premier hadsaid. Did Lord Salisbury lay down the dictum that, as an 
official, Mr. Chamberlain should have informed him, his “ superior” and “ re- 
ponsible authority,” of his views or resign his office? It is simply puerile and 
impotent, therefore, to indite despatches of this character. Only a Hamilton 
could indite them, though it is more than doubtful whether twenty Hamiltons 
could enforce it. But, of course, India is not England. Freedom of speech 
and thought is one thing in this country and altogether another in England. 
Intolerance of criticism is the bane of the Indian bureaucracy and the weakest 
point in its administration. But the English official has no objection to bea 
slave in India and make the Indian a worse slave than himself. To us it is a 
humiliation to see the English official brought to this pass. Can the moral 
condition of India and the Indians be improved under such circumstances? It 
is a very important political problem on which the Englishman at home should 
seriously ponder. Meanwhile, we offer our sincere congratulations to Mr. Thor- 
burn for having been the instrument of forcing a State despatch which informs 
the world of India at large how the Secretary of State and the Indian Govern- 
ment alike are intolerant of public criticism on their policy and acts, and how 
ready they are to wreak their vengeance on those who dare attack them and 
lay bare their faults to the four quarters of the world. 


8. The recent despatch of the Secretary of State relating to the stirring 
Kesari (134), 22nd Nov. incident at the United Service Institution at Simla 
well illustrates how sensitive the Government of India 

has latterly become in the matter of warnings given by officers ina frank and 
unreserved manner. In our opinion, if Mr. Thorburn is to be blamed for point- 
ing out the weak points of the Tirah Campaign, Colonel Hutchinson and Sir 
James Westland are equally open to censure for having started a discussion on 
political subjects by praising only the good points. It does not become a 
noble master like Lord Elgin to hear with approval the praise of the frontier 
wars and then to charge with sedition any critic who may happen to find fault 
with them. If Government do not want to be criticised by open-minded 
speakers like Mr, Thorburn, they ought at the same time to forego the pleasure 
of listening to praises of their administration from speakers like Mr. Hutchinson. 


9. It wasin Lord Lansdowne’s time that the exchange compensation 
iia a allowance first began to be given to those European 
crament Resolation on the Ollicers who suffered on account of the fall in the 
subject of exchange compen- V@lue of the rupee. In no other country do the 
sation allowance. Kuropeans get such compensation for the fall of silver. 
Dnyan Prakesh(120),24th The Indian treasury being under nobody’s control 
mer: may be drained for any purpose. English officers 
draw in India larger salaries than they do elsewhere ; and yet they are awarded 
this exchange compensation. On the 5th instant a new resolution was 
issued on this subject, according to which those officers who were not getting the 
exchange compensation will get it in future, and that too, not from the date of 
the Government resolution, but from the first day of April 1897. We do not 
see why Government should take the trouble of issuing such resolutions every 
now and then instead of declaring once for all all European officers entitled to 
get exchange compensation. We need not say that the Secretary of State 
has given an unqualified sanction to this resolution. If the Congress or the 
newspapers comment adversely upon it, there is the cew sedition law of Lord 
Elgin to shut up their mouths, 


- 10. In a contributed article the Katser-e-Hind observes :—A glance at 
aii the rayats in 'ndia will show that a large majority of 
ay vale calculated toim. ‘hem are extremely poor, ill-clad and do not even 
ove the condition of the get one full mealaday. They are willing to work, 
ndian rayat. but there is no work for them, and some simple 
Kaiser-e-Hind (18), 20th industries should be thrown open to them so that 
Nov. their miserable condition may be improved. If the 
present stringent restrictions on the manufacture of salt be relaxed, much good 
will be done, It seems from the report recently published by Government that 
out of the nearly nine lakhs of tons of salt consumed during the last year, one- 
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third was imported from foreign countries and consequently a sum of about 
two krors of rupees was drained away from India. If steps be taken to 
prevent this large drain by opening new salt-pans in this country and thereby 
encouraging private enterprise, the poor will get ample work. 


11. The Surat Akhbar disapproves of frequent transfers of Collectors from 

one place to another, and says that a Civilian, though 

Disapproval of frequent he may be very clever, takes a pretty long time to get 

a of District Col- thoroughly acquainted with his district, and that it is 

Surat Akhbar (89), 2ist %0 be regretted that a Collector should be transferred 

Nov. just when he has got some knowledge of his district 

and is in a position to do some good to the people 

thereof. As an instance in point, the paper states that there have been three 
Collectors at Surat within the last two years. 


12. Mr, Cappel came to Dharwar when famine was raging high in 
many parts of the country, and his famine policy 
Praise of Mr, Cappel, late in our district was characterised by a great sympathy 


Collector of Dharwar and ° ” 
sow Acting Ocmtndasionér, for the suffering people, energy, tact and foresight. 


SD. He opened relief works where necessary and appointed 
Karntak Patra (44), 21st energetic men to superintend them, organized grain 
Nov., Eng. cols. companies in Jarge towns to sell grain at a cheap 


rate, collected a small famine fund to help the suf- 
ferers and opened Government forests for the grazing of famished cattle. In 
his ordinary official capacity, too, he vastly improved the Police Department, 
which before his arrival was rather a nuisance than a boon to the people, 
and encouraged the Municipal and Local Board members to work. He 
promised, in a word, to be a popular Collector, and gave further proof to the 
same effect when plague broke out in the district. All the officers, Native 
and European, selected by him for plague duty were as humane and energetic as 
himself and they rarely gave cause to anybody for complaint against their 
personal conduct. His arrangements for the observation and health camps 
were far superior to any we have yet known, and his plague hospital proved 
a valuable boon to the inhabitants. A still more valuable gift of Mr. Cappel 
to Dhdrwar was inoculation, which was introduced and popularized by him - 
with so much trouble and care. Hundreds and thousands of the inhabitants 
of Hubli and Dharwar bless the gentleman for having been saved from the 
mortal enemy through its agency. 


18. Referring to the recent transfer of Mr. L, G. Deshmukh to Sind, the 

: Kalpataru says :—What does the Government mean 

Alleged persecution of Mr. by transferring Mr, Deshmukh from place to place ? 

L. G. Deshmukh, now Assist: In less than two years’ time he has been removed 

Kal ee as from Sholdpur to Kdrwar, thence to Belgaum, then to 

patarn (181), 20th . . “e 

Nov. Dharwar, and now from Dharwar to Sind. In order 

to satisfy the curiosity of several of our readers, to 

whom, like ourselves, the above question might have occurred, we produce below 

the contents of a letter which we have received from a friend at Dhérwér. It 

will make clear that instead of repairing its past mistake in the matter of Mr. 

Deshmukh, Government have now entered on afresh course of persecution. 

Here the paper quotes the letter, which says that the transfer of Mr, Deshmukh 

was made on the basis of Mr. Cappel’s report which stated that Mr. Deshmukh 

had taken part in some Ganpati celebrations. The letter also states that Mr. 

Winchester took the side of Mr, Deshmukh and that his defence of the latter 
not having been given its due weight he felt insulted and resigned his post. 


14. ‘ Loyalty’s”’ letter, which appeared in the last issue of the English 
columns of the Prabhdi, claims the instantaneous 

Alleged ill-treatmentof a attention of the authorities. That Lieutenant Sher- 
student by Lieutenant Sher- Jock’s conduct was extremely brutal and cowardly 
abet ( $y 13th Nov., i8 unquestionable. He finds a student standing on 
Eng. cols. the platform. He gives him a push, calls him such 
names as donkey and fool, and on the student’s looking 

up to him in amazement strikes him on the head with his whip, making his 
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cap fly off. When the policeman asks him his name he declines to comply 
with his reque-t and drives him away. Is not the matter one which calls for 
serious notice ? It may perhaps be said, “ Why is not the student who has 
been assaulted going to prosecute Lieutenant Sherlock ?’’ This can be very 
easily explained. Prosecution means time, trouble and expense, which the 
student can ill afford, Besides, is it not a general impression among the 
ge that, as between Luropeans and Natives, justice is a rare commodity ? 
n these circumstances, where is the wonder if the student did not “have re- 
course toa Court? But this, in our opinion, instead of furnishing the autho- 
rities with a pretext not to interfere, makes it the more binding on them 
to take notice of Lieutenant Sherlock’s couduct and mete out adequate punish- 


15. The Akhbdr-e-Islém refers to the plague riots at Mysore and says 
that the State authorities are not quite unable to 

Observations in connection quell the riots. It, however, thinks it advisable for 
hg Fert " he ‘Oo,q the Indian Government to lend military aid to the 
lang pple as asics State, as it fears that if such disturbances continue 
long they might lead to a breach of the peace in the 


British territories on the frontier. 


16. Though the Bombay Government has issued new plague rules abo- 
lishing the quarantine and pass systems, the authori- 


Complaint regarding the ties at some of the places in the mofussil seem 


non-observance of the new 


‘plague rules at some placesin 0 be acting high-handedly and keeping those rules 


Gujarat. more in the breach than in the observance. Though 
: Daag Times (46), Ahmedabad is quite free from the epidemic, the 

— authorities af Broach compel all arrivals excepting 
those from Pdlej and Cham4rgam to find out sureties to guarantee their presence 
for surveillance. Similar is the case at Surat and Baroda for passengers from 
Broach and other places, At Surat the persons standing as sureties are required 
to be of certain given status. Itis really to be regretted that the higher authori- 
ties should not take any notice of the plague authorities in the mofussil 
violating the new rules and thereby putting the public to unnecessary inconvee 


nience. We hope the Bombay Government will see that the rules are properly 
observed. : 


17. A correspondent from Belgaum writes:—I1 am afraid that the last 
resolution of the Bombay Government about plague 
Complaint regarding non- has by mistake found its way to the waste paper 
enforcement of new plague hasket in the Collector’s office; otherwise how could 
rules at Belgaum. : soluti hicl ] ] 
Mahratta (7), 20th Nov. | We Suppose that the resolution which was long labour- 
ing in the embryo, and over which much anxious 
thought had been deservedly spent and which was invigorated by the bracing 
climate of Simla and to which, we fancy, His Excellency the Viceroy had 
stood as god-father would still practically remain a dead letter so far as Belgaum 
is concerned? ‘The world is still moving in its old grooves here. There is 


not even an inch of relaxation in the old methods. . 


18. The same correspondent writes :—When people were obliged to aban- 

don their rucea built houses and betake themselves 

Plague operations at Bel- to bamboo sheds, all the bamboos in the market 
pam Ses ig of the Dis- were gold off in no time, and as the demand for them 
Ti ahedita (7), 20th Nov,  imereased, prices grew very exorbitant. They had 
run so high, and the materials had become so scarce, 

that it was beyond the possibility of the semi-starved people to scrape out 
enough money for erecting a temporary shed. Our kind-hearted Collector 
saw how the matters stood, and immediately the bamboos in the Government 
forests were ordered to be given to the people almost for nothing. Only the 
railway and cutting charges were recovered from those who required these 
materials, which are stowed down in the local municipal premises. <A very great 
obstacle was removed by this generous act of the Collector, and for this act of 
kindness the people shall ever be grateful to him, Had this act of grace come 
a little earlier, it would have been a source of blessing to many more people, | 
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19. Accordizg to the last census, out of the uninoculated there are many 

who are Europeans and Eurasians. We verily doubt 

rk See (99) “— 4, Whether the inoculation rule has been made applicable 

Nov. to them or not. Even when the District Collector 

himself has undergone the operation, why should he 

allow these people a freedom of the kind referred to above? We invite the 

attention of the authorities to this matter and request that the inoculation rule 
should be made universally applicable. 


20. We are glad to state that the epidemic is fast declining at Dharwdr and 
Kideed icin @ to that by the end of the current week it will die out com- 
people of Dhérwir retarning pletely. The inhabitants who had run away for fearof 
to their homes after astay the plague have been returning, but tie plague authori- 
in other places. ties prevent them from doing so. The houses being 
“ ag Patra (44),20th Ghained and sealed, the owners are not allowed to . 
ig enter them without a pass from the authorities and 
a certificate about double inoculation. If they go back to the places they came 
from, the authorities thereof impose their own restrictions and thus they are 
thrown on the horns of a dilemma. The authorities too, when asked, do not 
provide them with the necessary quarters. But they are bound to look to the 
health of the people and hence it is requested that the Chief Plague Superin- 
tendent will direct his attention to this crying grievance and mitigate it 
immediately. : 


21. The strictness and circumspection shown by Mr. Keskar, Superin- 
tendent of the Plague Committee, Dhdrwar, in making 
Complaint against Mr. inoculation obligatory on every arrival are commend- 


Kesker, Superintendent of 
the Plague Committee, Dhir- able, but we regret to observe that this rule was not 


ro observed in the case of one Janardan Pandurang, who 
Loka Bandhu (99), 20th was given shelter by Mr. Keskar at his own house 
Nov. without inoculation being made compulsory ‘in his 


case, Mr. Keskar sends away the uninoculated to the 
segregation camp ; is it then right for him to himself break a rule which he tries 
to enforce upon others? Weinvite the attention of the higher authorities to this 
matter and hope that the needful steps will be taken by them. 


22. Although the resolution of the Government of Bombay regarding the 

| _.. plague operations in the Bombay Presidency was 

ey ae pone nig agg coe published on the 19th of October last, yet no effect 

ao cit ra has as yet been given to it at Kardchi, It appears 

that passengers are still detained for ten days at Kea- 

mari and other places. The Malir detention camp still continues to exist and 

persons leaving Karéchi without passes are detained therein. It is difficult to 

understand why the Commissioner in Sind has not as yet discontinued the 

detention camps in accordance with the above resolution. We hope that the 

Commissioner in Sind will discontinue these camps and only order the medical 

examination of passengers, now that the plague exists merely in name at 
Karachi. | 


23, It has been ruled by the plague authorities at Karachi that people 
leaving the station should obtain passes and submit 
Phentx (8), 23rd Nov. to 2 medical examination at the Cantonment Station. 
This means that if that examination should turn out unfavourable, the passes 
would be of no use to them, and they would have to return to Kardchi, 
whether they will or not. Why then, in the name of all that is curious, put 
them to the additional trouble of dancing attendance on Plague Superin- 
tendents and cooling their heels in dingy and stuffy rooms, called offices, for 
passes ? 7 
"94, We hear that an old woman of sixty or thereabouts living in Garden 
; Quarter was stricken by the plague, and over five ie 
Phoenix (8), 23rd Nov. hundred people living in the neighbourhood were . if 
taken to the segregation camp in consequence. This has caused a good ‘a 
deal of disquietude and it is thought that such wholesale segregation at a time ff 
when plague is fast on the decline is totally unwarranted and is a needless i 
hardship on the people. 
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95. On the 1¥th instant, a band of dacoits numbering 40 to £0 attacked 
sie ok ela | the house of one Kodampur in Shukrawar hepa wo 
wes wan peak war. The inmates were awakened and they immediately 
gama Vritt (98), 22nd et up an alarm, so that even the dwellers in sheds 
outside the town became aware of the fact. Is it not 
then a matter for wonder that the police who were at hand should not have come 
up to the rescue of the suffering party? The police call this a simple theft 
and deny that the gang consisted of 40 to 50 robbers. For the committal of 
a dacoity is it necessary that some people should be cut down and their bones 
scattered to the winds? Fortunately the inmates of the house narrowly escaped 
with their lives. At any rate, the reticence of the Police Department has 
become a matter of everyday experience, ‘hey say that such incidents could 
be well averted, if the plague authorities would grant people permission 
to return to their houses. The plague authorities on their part have, however, 
ruled that the inhabitants will not be allowed to return to their dwellings 
unless they undergo double inoculation. We invite the attention of the 
authorities to this matter in the hope that redress may be granted to the people 
at an early date. 


26. The Vydpdri, narrating the details of some thefts round about Poona, 

remarks as follows:—The police should take the 

Buggestion to Government trouble of tracing the thieves who have of late been very 

to prevent thefts round ysyv round about Poona. Most of them are Pathans 
about Poona. ° ° 

Vydpa'ri (185), 20th Nov. 2nd are armed with weapons such as knives, swords, 

&c. We therefore suggest to Government ito make 


arrangements for the security of people’s life and property by asking armed 


_ police sowdrs (mounted police) to patrol the streets once every hour. 


27. While giving intelligence of a theft at the house of a railway 
employé at Belgaum, the Belgaum Samdchdr come 


Frequency of thefts at plains of thefts being the order of the day in the 
— Sametcharr (106) temporary residences outside the city as well as in the 
Siet Her. > houses in the city which have been unoccupied in 


consequence of their owners camping out. 


28. Considering how civil we have always found Mr. Cox, the Super- 
intendent of Police, and how considerate he has been 
Complaint against Mr. Cox, to those who have had to deal with him, his treatment 


Hiverthed (Sin — Police, of the Panchait of Bhiria comes to us as a surprise. 
Prabha't (42), 12th Noy, Lt seems that on the 2nd instant Mr. Cox went 
Eng. cols. to Bhiria to inspect the police post. The Panchait, 


as is customary with them, waited upon him to pay 
him their respects. The first question which Mr. Cox asked them, as they 
took their seats, was “What is the result of Hashmatsing’s case?’? Munshi 
Khemchand, one of the Panchait, said, ‘‘ The case is still pending in the Court 
of the Deputy Sahib, who is making a preliminary enquiry.” ‘ But I have,” 
struck in Mr. Cox, “already punished Hashmatsing.’”” Whereupon Munshi 
Khemchand replied, “ Sir, the punishment meted out to him is not adequate.”’ 
As soon as he uttered these words, Mr, Cox lost his temper and flung away the 
dish of sugarcandy which the Panchait had brought for him, and which was 
lying on his table, saying, “Get away you liars! ’’ ‘The poor people, finding 
themselves thus insulted and disgraced, left the Mussafarkhana. We cannot 
understand why in the name of goodness Mr. Cox should be so anxious about 
Hashmatsing. He knows that the latter has been guilty of gross misconduct, 
and if the people whom he has wronged are not satisfied with the police 
enquiry and seek redress at the hands of the Divisional Magistrate, what 
is there to make Mr. Cox fly into a passion? As a responsible officer he should 
do nothing which may furnish a handle to his unscrupulous subordinates to 
oppress poor people. The very day he ill-treated the Bhiria Panchait, the 
police constables there seized two riding camels required for the Police Inspector, 
and when the camelman remonstrated and urged that the camels were engaged 
by Bhagchand and Munshi Khemchand, he was beaten mercilessly. To our 
| — , this is the direct result of the Police Superintendent’s ill-treatment of the 
people. 
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29, A correspondent of the Rdst Goftdr reports a case of house-break- 

a ing and theft committed at the house of one Mr. 

u bine es an a Pict .8¢ Vanmali Shankar, at Umreth, in the Kaira District, 
e Kaira District. . . °° . 

Rast Goftar (21), 20th complains that the police supervision in that town 

Mov. is very lax and unsatisfactory, and fears that the 

. number of thefts would greatly increase unless the 

Police Superintendent warned the constables patrolling the streets of the town 


to go on their rounds quietly without bawling out and thereby giving an 
indirect hint to the thieves to be on their guard. 


Education. 


30. In his opening speech at the Petit Industrial School at Ahmednagar, 
the Honourable Mr. Giles urged upon the graduates 
Remarks on the Honour- the possibility of opening some manufactory with the 
ard Mr. Giles’ speech at the same amount of trouble as they usually take in start- 
etit Industrial School at . : : 
Ahmednagar. ing anewspaper. The advice tendered by the Director 
Kesari (134), 22nd Nov. of Public Instruction is good in its own way, but we 
have to ask him to explain why it is that, while the 
Japanese Government could, within a period of only thirty years, manage to make 
its subjects thoroughly proficient in the. industrial arts of the West, a highly 
civilized Government like the British should not be able to accomplish anything 
beyond producing a few sapless graduates, when it has had every facility at its 
command and very good material in the intellect of the Hindus, How can 
higher education given for forty years be expected to result in the prosperity 
of a country when the technical part has been allowed to lag far behind the 
liberal and when the Government has never gone an inch beyond boasting of its 
noble intentions to do this and to do that? 


31. The Dayan Prakash complains in rather bitter a about the total 
, _ mismanagement at Poona regarding this year’s Matri- 
caus br Pocus ith culation Examination. The sae tage cole the first 
ing the Matriculation Ex- Place, the pandal was not properly covered, and owing 
amination, to the rain overnight was actually dribbling during 
; Dnyan Prakdsh (120), the examination time. The chairs and tables were 
ae 9% wet and only those candidates who were stout and 
strong could keep up to the end. The weaklings soon caught cold and fell ill. 
As signs of rain were appearing from the first, it was the duty of the University 
authorities to take steps to prevent the consequences of rain. Next, the ques- 
tion papers were so difficult that one doubts whether the examiners wanted to 
show off their own knowledge instead of testing that of the students. The Maré- 
thi piece set for translation into English is so obscure that some of its sentences 
require explanation to make their meaning clear. As for the Gujarati piece, it 
is so incorrect that it may well be set for correction by the students. There is also 
a general complaint regarding the Sanskrit paper. Both the English and Sans- 
krit passages set for translation are rather difficult and the grammar. portion is 
very obscure. We therefore suggest to those who take a keen interest in Uni- 
versity matters to fix once for all the standard of examination in the different 
subjects. : 
Native States. 


32, A correspondent of the Ka’thta’wa'dn» Himayati observes :—Messrs. 
Kesavji Govindji, and Virji Govindji, Huzur Secre- 

A complaint from the taries to His Highness the Nawab of the Jundgad 
Junagad State andarequest §tate in Kdthidwar, having secured the favour of His 
= ear anya Highness, were presented by His Highness a certain 
(73), 20th Nov. village, but the other State officials getting jealous 
; of them brought them into a scrape, so that they 
were not only deprived of the village, but it is reported that Mr. Kesavji was 
fined heavily and even sentenced to imprisonment with hard labour and that 
Mr. Virji was thrown down from a great height and his life was brought to an 
end. The matter has been brought to the notice of the higher authorities by the 
ies concerned, and it is hoped that Government will pay due attention to it, 

as the Nawab is merely a puppet in the hands of Vazir Bawdinbhai and Mr. 
Purshotamrai Zala and as there have been several simi'sr cases of oppression. 
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os Names of Newspapers. Piace of Publication , | Edition. bovine Wan 
| | | 
ENGLISH. 
1 |The Bombay East eee 08 ee ...| Bombay : ».| Weekly ... ved 400 
2 »» Champion... ° oe es od. ae sos os | ee oes 700 
3 »» Dnydn Prakésh . .»»| Poona .. bes oof Do. ove eos 300 
4 », Indian Spectator and Voice of India... Bombay eee a ee ase 500 
5 », Karachi Chronicle ose ...| Karachi oe ae ae oe 500 
6 | , K4thidwdr Times eee aoe | ee ‘ad 7 
7 » Mahratta .. a ee eee eee ee ae divs — 600 
a » Phoenix ... eee Karachi ave »».) Bi-weekly se 500 
9 » Quarterly J ournal: o the Poona Sarva- | 
janik Sabha ... ase an ...| Poona... oe .»-| Quarterly vad 300 
10 »» Sind Times ve ie — ...| Karachi ees woe] Bi-weekly ‘a 200 
ANGLO-GUJARA'TI. 
11 | The Deshabhakta sve ‘a ‘ue .».| Baroda ine Weekly ... eae 500 
12 » Gujarati ... ae ove »»-| Bombay iia ; Do. , 3,550 
ee eee ee ee 700 
14 | ,, Gujarét Satya Samsher ... no wae sins oe wai 306 
15 SS Fs ee ee ee .».| Bombay a wae ae ee a 500 
16 » Hindusthdn eee ove eee soc] 00s eee — ae ae es 976 
17 »» Independent ee ae ove al ove nt a 500 
18 of SE ste tee in oe eee 2,500 
19 , Kathidwdr News... sue sie ...| Rajkot... coo =o. | Bi-weekly a 400 
20 » Praja Bandhu ... woe ee ...| Apmedabad ... oe! Weekly ... oe ov 
21 » Rast Goftar oe ove _ | Bombay... ol es ee 1,700 
92. | ,, Shri Sayaji Vijaya in es ...| Baroda aes J ws sat 2,200 
93 » Sury’ Prakésh ... a ee Ge ees a a a aa 500 
AnG1o-HInDI. 


94 |The Pandit ... ae me coe eco} Poona ... sen eo} Weekly ... Be 1,500 


ANGLO-K4A’/NARESE. 
95 | The Rajahansa i sisi vee eoe| Dharwar oot Weekly «ce 23 200 
AN@Lo-MARATHI. 
56 The Din Bandhu eee eee eee eee Bombay eee aay Weekly rae Pe 1,0C0 
27 99 Dnyan Chakshu eee eee eee eee Poona eee eee eae Do. aes ae 900 
93 », Dnydénodaya sia nis oth .».| Bombay ee ol. 2 a 600. 
99 » Indu Prakdésh ... sia oe oat” ae. ‘a sn Bi-weekly Ree 600 
30 » Kaéamgdr or Workman ... oe ocol 0s iii | Weekly ... oe 1,000 
3l +9 Maratha Mitra eee | eee eee eee Do. eee eee Do. eee eee 
32 = weave OORRIOR 2... 00> ans cet DO ose. inet SOL 700 
33 », Prekshak on Me “e .-| Satara arg .».| Weekly .. 


34 » samarth ... eee ove sa | Kolhapur i Me aes ee - 
35 5, Shri Sayaji Vijaya ce eos .»-| Baroda... oe. .-.| Bi-weekly “a4 3,000: 


36 », Subodh Patrika ... ‘ee ae .»+| Bombay ‘as ».| Weekly ... safe: 500: 
37 99 Sudharak ,, oe eve eee eee Poona eee eee eer Do. eee eee 3,000 
38 » Vartdahar ... si om ca .»-| Bombay ion = Coe ee sal 1,000 
ANGLO- PORTUGUESE. 
$9 |O Anglo-Lusitano.... ieee aes e+, Bombay antnecemnnnab MGA cue wi 1,000 
40 The Boletim Indiano ... eee eee eee Do. ace = it “aioe eee 000 
ANGLO-SINDI. 
41 |TheLux... «... a we «. + «| Hyderabad (Sind) ...| Fortnighily ... 350 
46 | , Pravbhbit ... 0 we, - Do. eony Week F<8ay ws 450 


Excise, Mana’tHI AND GUJaBa'TI. 


43 | The Baroda Vatsal vss er ‘sai w.| Baroda me wo] Weekly ,., oe 5aO 
Buexisy, Marita anD KANangsE. 
44 |The Karnfiak Patra... 4 0 oe ae) Dhdrwér ww Weekly 400 


"ox 1346—2 


he Reig ae od OF rey 
(Ds. gepatatead tee > “eae 
a tee A a 4 ee Co , 
ee whee ae 
a ‘ ee Lt ROR 
upp 
eee . 


4 
SS aa 
No. Names of Newspapers, Place of Pulication. | E1ition. Porm oho 
| alti 
ExeisH, Mara’tHI, GUJARA'TI 
AND KONKANI. 
45 |The Garibdncha Kaivéri (Amicus on Bombay ree eoo| Fortnightly 4. 1,500 
GUJARA'TI, | 

46 |The Ahmedabad Times aes see ...| Ahmedabad ... oe! Weekly ... see 200 
47 is Ajab a ne ee oe Surat ... rn pe Monthly eee ee 1,200 
48 a hbér-e-Isl4m ... os. = seve—~—s os | Bombay <_< wire oS 1,400 
49 » Akhbé4re Soddgar ve bee Do ove | Dow a ose 1,200 
50 - Arajadar re ine et ‘es »..| Daroda eee eee Weekly eee ‘ 500 
5] », A’ry%i Dharm Prak4sh ... cai ...| Bombay aoe eee Monthly... coe 450 
52 9 Bhim Sen eee eee eee eee eee Do. eee = Daily eee eee 1,100 
53 | . Bombay Samfchar a an an ee a 3,200 
54 ;, Broach Mitra... si is ..-| Broach ss | Weekly ... oes 100 
55 » Broach Sam4char see bibs sek See eos “al a dee 550 
56 9 Buddghi Prak4sh eee waa eee ess Ahmedabad eee eee Monthly ... eee 900 
57 * Cambay Gazette ee eee eee Gon Cambay eee eos! Do, wT) A 116 
a8 » Chandra ... ‘ee ver wes ...| surat ... ‘en eck Ms a ‘ee 350 
59 »» Chhatrapati A ii is ...| Bombay a ae WO ac ee oe 
60 »» Deshi Mitri ve is tes yes) OUTAS oes sis oe ae ves 900 
61 9 Din Mani ese 200 eee @>e Broach... eee eee) Do. eee wee 125° 
2 »  Dny4n Sudha... ose ji »».| Ahmedabad .., vee, Monthly ... oe 200 
63 » Dny4a Vardhak ... one hie ...| Bombay ve <a ee coe 350 
64 i 2 we jut ran ies wn ae iia ia. 2 jis 600 
ee ee ee ae ee oe wal Fortnightly... 300 
66 »» Gul Afsh4én m6 a ae eee is ee I i we 500 
67 5, Hitechchhu ~~. a oe ,..- Ahmedabad ... soc) UOT cc es 500 
68 »» &Am-e-Jamshed . bi ome ..., Bombay ee al see es 2,600 
69 » JGR ‘ve nie ...| Godhra soo Veet WeOKLY ... a 226 
70 »» Kachha Saméchér .... ws» ~—««- | Bombay eee i ee oe 300 
71 », Kaira Khetiwddi Patra .. i ...| Nadiad cc ee wr we 830 
72 » Kaira Vartaman ... ~~ wae ae. to ee ca ame 75 
73 | ,, Kéthidwddno Himéyati.. ... | Ahmedabad .. ...{_ Do. sive 400 
74 » Kéthidwdr Krishi ian ae ink ee inf ae -monthly anes 200 
75 » Kathidwdr Times... a ie »e.| Rajkot “we ...| Bi-weekly oe 450 
76 eer <= ae i ee ae oe 1,000 
ri | men Bambonds... see ts ...| Bombay aS we in ve 
78 »» Navsari Prakash . ve ie ...| Navsari ii ma: ea we Sen me 
79 » Nure Elam sie ~ avs .».| Bombay ies ...| Monthly .. ae 280 
80 » Nydyadarshak .. toe 00 ...| Ahmedabad ... ia Fortnightly ses 250 
81 » Praja Mitra see eee see ...| Karachi ie ...| Bi-weekly eis 300 
eee ee ee eee a eee el 800 


83 a. ee. ce ae ee Bombay a eae er 


ee te eee oe ee a 1,100 
85 | ,, Samsher B&éhédur ee eee ee a 300 
86 99 Satyavakta coe eee ose eee Bombay tee eee Fortnightly o0e 500 
el. eeer)hlCk“ le a eee — a a : ‘is 

88 99 Stri Bodh.. eee eee eee eee Bombay eee eee Monthly . ning Tr) 500 
89 5» surat AVibhe a wee| Surat . a ...| Weekly eee 800 
90 » Svadesh Bandhu... ... ia ..|Mahudha  ... ») Do. wea 250 
91 |~-,, Udichya Hitechchhu Patri... ,..| Ahmedabad ... aoe Monthly .. oes oes 600 
92 | ,, Vaishnava.. io wa oe eee sco cee| ROKGHIOntLY 200 
98 | | Vishvadarshan .., 1. oo ..| Kaira ww. rool Weekly .., ove 325 
94 a ae oe ees ee .»»| Bombay pa ae ee 60C 

HInpI. 
95 | The Shri Venkateshvar Samachar ... ..| Bombay coo = ooo) Weekly ... ove 8,000 
Ka’NARESE,. 
96 The Chandroday’a eee eee eee eee Dharwar eee .++| Weekly 000 eo 200 
ee 7 ae ee eg ae a 150 
98 ee Se Se a ee ‘ 800 
OS Ge a an: ie one ae ee 300 
100 | ,, Rasik Ranjini ...  ... a. ewe | Gadag SESS: at amen 200 
101 | ,, Satya Vritt ee eee co ee ee 200 
MaRATHI, 

102 | The A’ram _.. a “a i ...| Bombay vee ...{ Fortnightly ie 600 
103 » Arunodaya a iis —e i ...| Weekly ... ne 740 
104 | ,, A’ry4vart... oe eee ...| Dhulia... oe re 205 
105 ) Bakul eee ry Ne — Ratnégiri eee eee Do. eee eee 290 
106 ” — ite Caw ae Belgaum ==—iws,} 2 tee} «= Dw weet 315 
107 » Bhu ge oe ee eos ~—Ss« | BOMDay 7 ee pm 1,250 
108 ae a Poe Ros ...| .asgaon ose = ee a 250 
109 | ,, Chandraként ... Paci ...| Chikodi eve co *” Seren 83 300 
110 | » Chandrodaya ... ..  . «| Chiplun ip ee I eee a 500 
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MABA THI— continued, | 
ewe ee eee och OM kus nee) WOOREY uu es 750 
112 » Chitragupta ... oe ..| Karad ... ons sk ee eo 200 
113 | ,, Daivadnya Mitr’ ow ware oe eee 500 
14 », Daivadnya Samichér ... oe ia ee SG a ne 300 
115 99 Dakshin Vritt eee eee eee oe k olhaépur eee eee Weekly eee eee 150 
116 9) Deshakdlavartamgn eee eee 200 Erandol eee eee Do. eee eee 4S 
117 », Dhanada... os we see »..| Vengurla ...| Fortnightly ane 700 
118 , Dhdrwar Vritt ... bea ee eee} Dharwar a ..| Weekly ... a 750 
119 .» Dhureen ... oe on ve .»»| Belgaum ise oe eg eee ‘ee 500 
120 » Dnydn Prakash ... ... cee co} POONA oo a ae S oe 1,000 
a Ud eee eee ie 290 
122 ee ee eee ...| Nasik ... és oS eS ee 200 
123 » Gurdékhi ... ie sa ii .»»| Bombay oi cee eae pn 1,500 
124 » Gurikhi ... ee eek ee s we | Daily ” 8,000 
125 » Hindu Punch ... ens one jock BE bis es | Weekly ... an 600 
126 » dJagadadarsh  ... cua aoe »..| Ahmednagar... ...) Do. ied 300 
127 | ,, Jagad-hitechchhu mo ee aa ee is 4,500 
128 5» Jagatsamdchar ... ius su sod SEED ina oe a i ee en 600 
129 » Kala nage Oe »e+| Poona .., ne a ve 1,208 
130 ee ee oo] Dhérwér ee ae = See 250 
131 »» Kalpataru... nS 1] Gr ws at Os ; oe 400 
132 99 Karmanuk eee ece ee eee Poonarce. eee eee Do. saa pe 2,500 
133 5 BeBe we »..| Bombay a pea 2,000 
134 =! ee awe ose ee sect F OODR ; ...| Weekly ... ere 8,000 
135 » Kh&ndesh Chitragupta ... oe .»-| Dhulia eee oe eee eee 125 
136 9 Khandesh Vaibhav eee ree ve Do. eee eee Do. eee eee 370 
137 = aeeete Praker 4. 00 ~: eee] Bombay ere ae, 2,000 
i ee ee eee sen eee] WOOMAy ese 
139 9 Kutumbi Sue ese eee eee tee Sholapur eve ee Do. ere eee eee 
140 9 Lokaseva eee eee eee eee see NAsik eee eee - Do. rs 325 
141 ,, Madatnis... i ese +s aes «ao Es es 200 
142 | ,, Madhu Makshika 1. ee ee ee oe ee see 600 
143 » macnu Vritt |... eee oe et We. wu ‘ia ae ae 125 
144 | ,, Mahér4shtra Mitra “a oo ok BR ee 256 
oe ee eee eee eee ee ee oe ee ee 5¢ 
146 », Manohar ... koe ese ove ooo, SOMpur eve | Fortnightly ja : 
147 » Mitrodaya its oe ee ooe| OAtAra ,.. - ...| Weekly ... wal 150 
148 », Moda Vritt on — ‘i coil WOE was ‘es ec a aoe te 1,200 
149 » Mumbai Vaibhav occ = awe oe OMY "yi ae 1,300 
150 » Nagar Sam4chér... ia vis ...| Ahmednagar ,,, ...| Weekly ies 150 
151 » Nasik Vaibhav ...  .s oF «| Nasik... ia wa = oe 300 
102 | ,, Nésik Vritt. ... ime eee eek ee i: eee aes 300 
103 | ,, Nipdni Vaibhav... . «| Nipdni... 0 a ik jae 84 
154 | | Nydy& Sindhu woo = aves ae | Alapmednagar ... Do. “ 300 
150 » Panchdnan a a ee ee a oe 170 
156 » Pandhari Bhusha ‘ vs .| Pandharpur ... Do. ee 235 
157 on Wierd WA cee i we te Do. eee ee eee ave 160 
I i ak: ek ee I a I a 120 
159 » Poona Vaibhav ... - oo  oee| Lalegaon Daébhdda ...; Do.  . see 975 
160 » Prabodh Chandrika ... «6. ..| Jalgaon ie on se 40 
es 9 RRMDOGT TURUER  cs tus tee ef SEE ae a ae oes 94 
162 | eee ae ins onl cas cc Oe ne 300 
163 | ,, Raghav Bhushan ye ee a at ee 200 
164 | ,, Saty&’ Shodhak ee sf MOUORM 5. pel oni 600 
165 » satyavakta mae wee «© = «ee: Vengurla i oe ee oe 275 
166 i ee ..| Chikodi a. a oe ‘és 225 
167 | ,, Sholapur Samichér ..... ..| Shol4pur ee ee 400 
168 », Shubh Suchak - Qa Oe age 250 
169 » sudarshan «. ee soo = seo] Ahmednagar ... eiek a aah aes 330 
170 | ,, Sudhdkar a ee oe ee ae es 300 
171 nn fs ae gw ae a a ee ee Eee 200 
ee ee ee eee ..| Ahmednagar .. cs a re 100 
178 |, Vertideren = sss nee tee eel SER ‘ aa ie ek ee 200 
174 » Vartéhar ... sas a we ...| Bombay - ...| Lri-weekly et 750 
175 »  Vartdnidhi on 0: OF pat I ce mee a os re 2,000 
176 » Vatandar... coo = wees Sy | BiyApur ee ie ae a 250 
177 We: ee S| ne free » ” F coe 110 
178 | ,, Vidya Vilds Se re eee ee ee: ee ace 600 
179 9 Vikshipta eee eee eee ee ean Bombay eee al Do. ry 1,800 
180 », Virashaivamata Prakash 4 ».| Akalkot - “a: se ie 100 
181 j 4, Vividh’ Dny4n Vistér ... —.. .., Bombay vee eee{ Monthly vs 550 
182 »  Vrittasdr ... mae 7 Te eat Wht. sess eee Weekly = 400 
183 rT Vritt Sindhu eee eee eee eee Karwar... eee ee Do. . ee eee 
184 » Writt Sudha... oe ee OO ee Ra 110 
185 Se Oe a a 0 ee a “ 500 
186 » Yeola Vaibhay ... ins . oe} Yeola ... i 1° me nes a 250 
SINDI. 
187 | The Khairkhah Sind oe oe .( Karachi oe Re | Weekly ... 1,000 
188 | ,, Muin-ul-Islim ... 4. ak ee Ran) ieee <a. ea a 3C0 
189 ; eee ee ee Do. ee : Do. eee : 500 
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190 | The Aina-i-Hind mi ase on ....| Bombay “ .».| Monthly ... on 500 

191 » mein Boeros Dambel ... 2 ss. sel De. , .{ Tri-monthly ... 200 

192 » Azad Punch oo Mee the onl: ots .o| Weekly ... sue 300 

1938 | ,, Eombay Punch Bahddur,. ... ...) Jo. io? Saas eG ee 500 

194 9 India Gazette coe eee coe eee L06 coe oe¢ Do. eee eee 1,000 

195 99 Jah4numa... eee eee eee eee Do. eee eee Do. . eee ees 

196 | ,, Makbul-e-Aalum mn ow ree a) ho ee a kes 900 

197 5, Munsif-i-Deccan + oo .,, ...| Bombay oe eee} Dail a 380 

198 » Muslim Heraid .. vs ve oil ae eee oes Weekly i ses 1,500 

199 » Nayar-i-Islam _,.. oes ba vey Do. ins wa ae ik ies ie 

200 99 S Pees een eee Bee ee8 eee Do. eee eee Do, eee eee 150 

201 99 Sult4én-ul-Akhb4r... eee eee vs Do. 2e8 eee Daily o> eee 150 

MARA'THI AND Ka’NARESE. 

202 | The Chandrika eee ee eee .».| Bagalkot “ »».| Weekly .., se 100 

203 » Karnétak Vaibhav ose ge eo-| Bijapur ose ir ae ee aes 300 

904. »  Siddheshvar axe sik oes sol. ae “as “| a ae 20 150 

205 | ee ove ‘ia vi | Kérwar se oa ae see 453 

\ 
! MARA’rHI AND URDU. 
206 | The Gulbarga Samachar... oe ..| Gulbarga... »».| Weekly ... jee 450 
PoRTUGUESE-KONKANI. 
207 |The Luso-Concanim .., ses eee .».| Bombay = a seed eee ail £00 


Notes.—A. The notices from the different Newspapers have been collected in the Report under different heads 
which are printed in italics. | 

B. The names of Newspapers are printed in the margin of the Report in italics, and the number of the News- 
paper in the above list is printed in brackets after the name, 


©, The system of spelling vernacular words followed by the Reporter is the same as that adopted in the 
Official Spelling List of the Bembay Presidency. One peculiar feature of this system is that when the long (a Of 
or d) is the last letter of a word, the accent is left out, and the short a(S} = wu in gun) is, to prevent confusion, 
never placed at the end of a word, This rule has been strictly followed, except that when the short a appears td be 
absolutely necessary to complete the pronunciation of a word, asin Arunodaya or the well-known Mitra, it is printed 
with a mark over it to indicate that it is short, thus—-d, 


_ D. The figures giving the circulation or number of copies published of each newspaper and pericdical as 
furnished by the proprietor, are not guaranteed as accurate, and in some instances must be regarded with caution, 
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Politics and the Public Administration, 


1, Referring to the manner in which the Mahdrdja of Patidla is reported 


to have received a deputation of Hindus waiting 


Alleged tendency of the wpon Hi ‘ohness , : 
British Government to divide P His Hig for the purpose of requesting His 


be Highness to encourage arts and manufactures, and to 

and to reign. . , me 
Poona Vaibhav (159), 1st the assurance said to have been given by him that he 
Dec. would make no distinction between Sikhs and Hindus, 


the Poona Vaibhav says :—His Highness’s conduct 
in this matter will never be approved of by Europeans in general, who entertain 
the notion that they will have unobstructed possession of this country only so 
long as they breed hatred between race and race by setting one against another. 
It is this conception which has led them to set Hindus against Muhammadans, 
Muhammadans against Parsis, Bréhmans against Mardthas, Mardthas against 
Muhammadans, &c. We are happy to see that the Mahdrdaja of Patidla has seen 


through the policy of the foreigners, and have no doubt that all will be benefited 
if other Hindu and Muhammadan Princes do the same. 


2. The Hindi Punch gives a cartoon entitled, ‘“‘ Deeds, not Words,” in 
| which a Hindu lady is represented as addressing the 
Lord Curzon, the Viceroy- Viceroy-designate. ‘The editor gives the following 


elect, on Indian administra- : . : . 
tion and the duties of a ©*Planation of the cartoon :—Hind.—Words of love 


Viceroy. and sympathy ; good words, if not only words. Will 
Hindi Punch (15), 27th he translate them into deeds? He promises mightily ; 
Nov. will he be the model manager in my household that he 


proclaims himself to be? Doubts will intrude, in 
spite of me. Once bitten, twice shy. So often disappointed before, it is but 
natural I should suspend judgment. 


3. Under the heading ‘‘ Timely Notes,” the Gujardti jocularly observes :-— 
Their Excellencies Lords Elgin and Sandhurst are 
Remarks on the recent on tour, They enjoy themselves as they like and none 
tour of their Excellencies has a right to question them about the expenses 
Lords Elgin and Sandhurst. , ; ‘ 
Gujardts (12), 27th Nov. incurred on -their tours. If the natives of India 
attempt to come in the way of their enjoyments, they 
will be considered disloyal, and consequently they are bound to keep quiet. 
The expenditure incurred in these tours is a sheer waste of money, The 
reports and telegrams in the daily papers give accounts of entertainments 
-and sweet speeches made at different places. The tours will cost a great 
~ deal to some of the Chiefs, who consider it a great honour to throw away 
heaps of money in entertaining Viceroys and Governors. Itisa pity that the 
Chiefs do not understand that the money can be better utilized in improving 
the condition of their subjects and that the responsible officials hardly care to 
vive them good advice in return for their hospitality. 


4, His Excellency Lord Elgin’s tour is in full swing, But even amidst a 
shower of addresses, receptions, feasts, balls, picnics, 

His Exceliency Lord fireworks and illuminations, his conscience does not 
— (7, 25th Nov. cease to bite him, since he has thought it necessary 
— to blurt cut an incoherent apology for his pleasure 
trip. Lord Elgin says his visit has given one more occasion for the Burmese 
to manifest their loyalty. In the first place, we think that these manifesta- 
tions have been already more than enough. In the particular instance it has 
been completely demonstrated that the receptions of the Viceroy were not 
at all spontaneous, but only things managed by some officials of the most 
questionable motives in their activity. The manifestations, we think, therefore, 
made at the exponse of the poor rayat can do little good to their soul, though 
we are sure it may be otherwise with regard to the body of the Viceroy, It 
is, no doubt, benevolent of every Viceroy that comes to create a new occasion 
for the people to manifest their loyalty to the Queen, bringing as it does in 
its train balls, dinners and festivities ; but it must be considered whether the 
poor rayat can afford to pay for these manifestations. Can they not be left 
to cherish their loyalty in silence P We for one think that, loyal as the Burmese 
must be in their hearts, they surely did not want an occasion to manifest their 
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loyalty, and even now that Lord Elgin has thrust himself upon them, it is 
doubtful whether they are regarding the whole thing as anything more import- 
ant or significant than the famasha of a big white elephant. Asfor the second 
part of the apology, we think Lord Elgin would have done better tg refrain from 
pleading such grandiloquent. things as he did in defence of his tour.” His Excel- 
lency has already been completely outlustred by the rising sun of Kedlestone hail- 
ing from the West, and no one could believe that Lord Elgin might have left 
in him, on the eve of a singularly unsuccessful career, heart enough to do 
administrative business of any importance. His Excellency’s tour in Burma 


could not be taken objection to if it were candidly confessed to be a mere 
pleasure trip. 


5. The. Almedabad correspondent of the Bhimsen complains that His 
gece _ Excellency the Governor, on his way to Kathiawar, 
Complaint in connection shook hands only with some European officers present 
with the recent tour of His . ‘ , 
Excellency Lord Sandhurst. tthe Ahmedabad railway station and ignored the 
Bhimsen (52), 36th Nov. Native officers, such as the Judge of the Small Causes 
Court, the Executive Engineer, the Settlement Officer 
and others, whose position wasin no way inferior to that of the European officers 
present, and says that such an invidious distinction shows bad taste. 


6. The United Service Institution announced a lecture on the Tirah 
campaign. After the lecture, delivered by an official, 
. Comments on the despatch criticism was invited, and among other officials Mr. 


of the Secretary of State for 1 ehup , : 
ih in Man Pee Thorburn spoke, The only fault he committed was 


speech. that he spoke agaznst the campaign ; but of what use 
Subodh Patrika (36), was it to invite criticism on the lecture if every critic 
27th Nov., Ing, cols. were not to say what he felt? The fault lay really 


in the fact that a lecture on the campaign was 
delivered by an official and criticisms on it were invited. We fail to see that 
Mr. Thorburn was guilty of any official impropriety under the circumstances. 
Moreover, is it not carrying the principle of official reserve and subordination a 
little too far to put a check on the individuality of an officer and say that at a 
public lecture intended to be criticised he should speak only if he approves of 
the policy of Government and not otherwise? Sir William Lee-Warner said 
in one of his lectures some years ago that the difference between Englishmen 
and Natives was that the former were prone to take an independent view of 
questions, whereas the latter, judging from what the Native press wrote, were 
accustomed to rely for their opinions on others. That spirit of individuality 
does form a striking feature of the English character, and it should not be put - 
down. By all means prevent an officer of Government from becoming “a free 
lance ’? whenever and wherever he chooses, but do not make a slave of him in 
one and the same breath, inviting him to critivise a measure of Government and 


telling him that if he wishes to criticise he should praise it and not say honestly 
what he thinks and feels. 


7. Mr. Justice Strachey seems to have been marked out for official 

favours, and itis no wonder that he has reached, or 

Appointment of the Honour- rather will shortly reach, probably the highest goal of 

able Mr. Justice Strachey as his ambition at a comparatively young age. That 

ral rigs . the Allah- Mr, Justice Strachey possesses abilities of a high order 

a lade “Prakdsh (29), 28th is beyond any doubt, and we would gladly offer our 

'-Nov., Eng, cols. congratulations to him, were it not forthe painful 

fact that his elevation is effected in utter defiance of 

the superior claims of other equally eminent Judges, and, apparently, for service 
of more than doubtful worth. | 


8. Mr. Justice Parsons of the Bombay High Court and Mr. Justice 
cel . Shepherd of the Madras High Court have done great 
noran Prakash (8), 28th credit to themselves and honour to the High Courts to 
8 which they belong by their long career as Judges, and 
they surely had a right to expect that their long services would entitle them to 
the Chief Justiceship in good time. These expectations have now been doomed 
to perpetual disappointment, for not only have these good men been refused the 
fulfilment of their legitimate aspirations, but young men, new to the work, have 
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been all at once raised over their heads and they have thus been consigned to 
suffer all the humiliation of being practically superseded. The Bombay Presi- © 
dency Association had specially moved itself to remind the Secretary of State 
of the superior claims of Mr. Justice Parsons, and the people of Madras had 
likewise put in a word for Mr. Justice Shepherd. All these voices have been, 
as it were, raised in the wilderness, and by 4 shuffling of places Mr. Strachey 
has been given a lift over the heads of people far superior both in duration of 
service and in legal experience and attainments, 


9. It is clear that Lord George Hamilton wanted somehow to reward the 
Indu Prakash (29), lst services of Mr. Justice Strachey in connection with the 
Dec. Baw. cols. State prosecutions of last year. Moreover, Justice 
Strachey exercises, through his father, a considerable 
influence at the India Office. We think that had Lord George Hamilton been 
able with some show of justice to appoint him Chief Justice of Bombay, he 
would have done so. But such an elevation would have been nothing short of 
a positive scandal, and would have evoked the bitterest criticism even from 
the Anglo-Indian press. Lord George knew all this and therefore hit upon a 
lan which to those who are not initiated into the mysteries of statecraft strikes 
as little short of political jobbery. Lord Curzon, in his speech at the Etonian 
dinner, waxed eloquent on what he regarded as the growth of the ideal of duty 
in Indian administration. Asa proof of his belief he remarked that whereas 
during the rule of the East India Company many Indian appointments had 
been made on the basis of official favour, now they are made on the basis of 
merit and merit alone. Does Lord Curzon regard the elevation of Mr. Justice 
Strachey as made without any reference to political considerations? Are 
official jobberies as rare as he seems to imagine ? 


10. These are indeed days of surprises, and we must thank the authorities 
that be for having prepared one more surprise for us, 
Comments on Mr. Louis The vacancy caused in the Bombay High Court by 


P. Russell’s appointment as : . i 
a tedee of the Bocteax Wich the translation of Mr. Justice Strachey to Allahabad 


Const. has been filled up by raising Mr. Louis P. Russell to 
Dnya'n Praka’sh (3), 28th the Bench. It is always the unexpected that happens! 
Nov., Eng. cols, Who ever expected to find the Bench honoured by 


the presence of Mr. Russell? People had thought of 
Mr. Lang or Mr. Basil Scott, out never was a word said about Mr. Russell. 
Let us, however, hope Mr. Justice Russell will justify the choice made of him 
by Lord George Hamilton to grace the Bench of the Bombay High Court. 


11. The Akhbdi'-e-Soddgar says that in appointing Mr, Russell, Barrister- 
at-law, as puisne Judgeof the Bombay High Court, 


Claims of Messrs. Starling the claims of Mr. Starling, Barrister-at-law, who has 
and Gazdar, Barristers-at- 


io clk as kook ttn Gene several times acted as a High Court Judge, have been 
looked whilo appointing a overlooked, and that Mr. Gazdar, Barrister-at-law, has 


successor to the Honourable also been disappointed, since he has now obtained a 


Mr. Justice Strachey. competent knowledge of Indian law, ignorance of 
* ® a 3 : x 
“aa r-e-Soddgar (49); which was formerly considered to be an impediment — 


to his appointment as a High Court Judge. 


12. What steps has the Government adopted to relieve the sufferings 

of agriculturists in India? Their present destitute 

Poverty of the Indian condition is chiefly owing to the heavy burden of the 

agricultorists and its causes’ land tax which they have to pay. Turn anywhere, 

——n visa (97), eoth and you see that the taxes tell heavily on the poor 

rayat, and it is impossible under the present circum- 

stances that he should ever be able to raise his head. To secure the prosperity 

of a nation taxes ought to be reduced, so that the rayat might be enabled to 

spend money for the purchase of manure and other materials and enhance the 
fertility of the soil. 


13, After reviewing at some length the subjects proposed for discussion at 

| the next session of the Indian National Congress, the 

oe ene and the Kesari says :—We regret the Congress has to repeat 
een © 184), 29th Nov. the same resolutions every year. Many will feel 
. ~* depressed at the scanty attention which Government 
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have paid to the resolutions of the Congress up to this time, and will not help 
feeling a sort of shame at the thought that their demands have been treated 
with scant courtesy. In our opinion, the Madras Congress will do well to closely 
examine the question as to why it is that the leaders of the Congress should 
have to utter words of despair even after such incessant work for fourteen years. 
To us it appears that the civilians, who thoroughly understand the grievances 
of the people, generally get narrow-minded by their prolonged stay in this 
country. The Governors and Governor: -General being usually appointed for 
short periods are most of them incapable of disregarding the selfish advice of 
civilians and following a policy conducive to the interests of Her Majesty’s 
empire. The people of England on their part take no interest in our local 
questions, and though they sometimes help us in natural calamities they are 
most unwilling to do anything in matters in which they are not interested. 
If we want to make the work of the Congress bear fruit, we must enlarge 
the plan of its operations, and by means of constitutional agitation compel the 
officers to pay heed to the grievances of the people. When weshall have thus 
got over the opposition of civilians we shall be able to get our grievances 
redressed at the hands of Viceroys and Governors. We must also bring to the 
notice of the English people that their interests are bound up with ours and” 
that their empire will be in a tottering condition if they neglect to properly 
attend to any of its parts. 


14, We find from the English papers to hand by the last mail that our 
Lord George was pleased to send a special reporter to 
‘a Lord George Hamiltonand take yerbatim notes of the speech made by Mr. 
enews about His Lordship W.C.B ot Weatentnal were or in ae 
having sent @ special reporter ’ ” onneryl a estmuinster jus erore c © t 
to take verbatim notes of the England. We cannot understand the motive. Secret 
speech of Mr. W. ©. Bon- are the ways of working of this noble Lord. Is it to 
ae "Bandhw (20), on read itand digest it and act up to it that the speech 
Nov., Eng, cols. was specially reported, or is it to bring Mr. Bonneryji 
within the clutches of the Indian Penal Code, for the 
new Section 3 of the Act can easily be extended to the case. We wait to see 
further developments of the case. If Mr. Bonnerji is to be prosecuted, we dare 
say the scandal we have been long complaining of will have to be stopped. His 
position will raise the popular voice in England about the extraordinary mode 
of governing here. But we are more inclined to think that there are no such 
sinister motives behind. Let us be charitable, It must only be with a view to 
understand the true case as placed before the British public by Mv. Bonnerji 
that his speech was specially reported for our Lord George. 


15, Mr. L. G. Deshmukh, Statutory Civilian, has lately had to change places 
very often. Since his transfer from Sholapur, Mr. 
Alleged persecution of Mr. Deshmukh had to go to Kanara, Belgaum, Dharwar, 
L. G. Deshmukh, now Assist- and lastly to Sind. These sudden and frequent trans- 
ant Collector in Sind, ‘eae ° 
Mahrétta (7),27th Nov. | ters cannot but be significant. As for his transfer 
from Sholapur, where he was acting as Collector, it is 
largely attributed to the fracas between him and Mr, Thatcher, the District 
Police Superintendent, and popular verdict in the matter is clearly in favour of 
Mr, Deshmukh and against the Government. The reasons of his subsequent 
transfer to Belgaum, Dhdérwar and Sind cannot be divined. Our contemporary 
of the Sholdpur Kalpataru has in its last issue thrown some light on the matter. 
Of course we do not take the least responsibility upon ourselves for the informa- 
tion. We cannot see how confidential reports such as those referred to therein 
could see the light of day. Butthe whole thing as it is told looks natural, 
- and we should not wonder if it were all true, for all the persons con- 
cerned therein are known to be of the particular character implied in the 
account. Mr. Deshmukh is a thoroughly loyal servant, but fearless, and 
he may very well attend a Ganpati festivity, believing that an officer does 
not sell his religion to Government along with hisservices. Mr. Winchester, 
too, is known to be remarkably upright, fearless and uninterfering, and well may 
he recommend to Government the appointment of a trusted Native officer at 
Dharwar at the head of the plague administration. Mr. Cappel is a dutiful 
- executive servant, but reported to be unsympathetic and Anglo-Indian in his 
temperament. And lastly, the attitude of Government also towards the Ganpati 
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movement and their prejudice against Mr. Deshmukh are well known. We 
do not know if Mr. Deshmukh himself has tried to get reasons for this kind 
of persecution from Government, but it is a question whether time has not come 
even for Government servants to assert their religious and social independence 
in the face of the mad prejudice conceived by Government towards the 
Ganpati festivals. If we remember aright, Mr, R. E. Candy had, on one 
occasion, done exactly what Mr. Deshmukh is now reported to have done; but 
Government was never heard to have done anything to him. But we should 
not discuss the matter further, for Government seems to be in an unreasonable 


mood and may perhaps visit Mr. Deshmukh with all its wrath for the simple 
reason that the Native press has spoken for him. 


16. After referring to the report that Mr. L.G. Deshmukh was trans- 

Geis Died 1 tk ferred from Dhdrwar to Sind for his alleged presence 

pe ime Opinion (32), Ist at a religious festival in honour of Ganpati, the 
.» Ling. cols. : ope ; , 

Native Opinion observes :—Certainly with such able 
officials as Sir Ollivant and Sir James at head-quarters, it is a matter for regret 
that even Government servants should become the object of official espionage, — 
Under the circumstances, to men with their privileges for judicious action cur- 


tailed, even higher services would be no object of temptation. Does such a state 
of things increase or deérease administrative efficiency ? 


17. The Bombay Gazette entertains serious apprehensions that Mr. Thor- 
hemari (84), 90th Nov burn’s enemies will stand in the way of his legitimate 
tee. hg (34), ’ promotion, and therefore is at pains to prove his com- 
plete innocence and to expose the despotic peevishness 
of wounded pride. But we have said not a word in favour of Mr. L. G. Desh- 
mukh, the degraded, popular and efficient Collector of Shol4pur. We are afraid 
that our advocacy of him will not better his prospects, Our silence will quietly 
mend matters. This reticence has not been rewarded, but that aoe has 
been now hounded up to Sind from Dharwar. Mr. Winchester, the Commissioner, 
has resigned his post and will go on his well-earned pension, thus showing 
his indignation against a Government that does not carry out his recommenda- 
tions though prompted by the noblest motives of farsighted statesmanship. 
He recommended that Mr. Deshmukh should be made Collector at Dharwar in 
order that the plague measures and everything might be successful. Mr. Cappel, 
the high-handed Collector, reported that the conduct of Mr. Deshmukh, the 
Assistant Collector, who took part in the recent Ganpati melas, was calculated to 
hamper the work of efficient administration, Government sent this report to Mr. 
Winchester for reference, and notwithstanding the fact that the latter pointed 
out that it would be oppression, pure and simple, to interfere with the religious 
beliefs of any officer and that he considered Mr. Deshmukh the fittest man 
under the circumstances to set matters right, Government gave orders that 
Mr. Deshmukh should be Assistant Coilector in Sind. So being removed 
from Sholdpur to Karwar, and thence to Belgaum and Dharwar, a deserving 
officer under Government is now transferred to Sind. But complete silence 
prevails everywhere. Not a voice is raised against this wanton persecution. 
Such aré the unhappy days on which we are fallen that a man whom we praise 
is an object of disfavour with Government. The greater the popularity of a 
man the harder the persecution of him at the hands of our rulers. So we must 
learn to be silent, or, which is better, abusive in regard to the man whom we 
wish to advance in the world’s ways. We have based the above observations on 
the leader in the Kalpataru, but we see that the Dhdrwar Vritt contradicts the 
information supplied to the Sholdpur paper by its Dharwar correspondent. Mr. 
Cappel now takes the place of Mr. Winchester and Dharwér will have another 
Collector, under whom, we hope, it may see better days. 


18. With reference to the letter from a Dhdrwar correspondent which the 
Kalrataru published in its issue of 20th November 


Statements of the Kalpa- ryecarding the transfer of Mr. L. G. Deshmukh to Sind, 
tarw as regards the transfer 


fie LG, Deshmukh Gon the Dhdrwdr Vrité observes that the letter is ridiculous 


Dharwar, contradicted. and spreads unfounded rumours. The same paper, in 
Dhérwa’r Vrilt (118), 24th its issue of the 1st December, withholds: publishing 
Nov. and Ist Dee. what it knows to be the correct explanation of Mr. 


| Deshmukh’s transfer to Sind, and expresses regret that 
the Mahratta newspaper should be led astray by such an unfounded rumour. 
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19. The temporary appointment of Mr. J. McNeill, a junior civilian of 

) only eight years’ standing, to the responsible post of 
Praises of Mr. J. McNeill the Collector of the Surat District caused some scepti- 
= arn. Mita (13) 7. cism at first, but the brief experience of about six 
thoy, iid -months has shown that he has discharSed in a praises 
worthy manner the responsible duties appertaining to 

that high and dual post of Collector and President of the local municipality. 
It is true that we had to make some adverse comments on his conduct in certain 
matters as President, and although it must be admitted that his administration 
as a Plague Superintendent was somewhat strict, still, on the whole, it must be 
said that he has given satisfaction to the people as Acting Collector and there 
is not the least doubt that an officer of his stamp will do good wherever he > 


POEs. 


20. The Satya Vritt praises the efforts of Mr. Cappel in the matter of 
combating the plague at Dharwar, and remarks 

Praise cf Mr. Cappel, late that whenever the enforcement of plague measures 
ag of Dharwar, asa Plague appeared to produce an undesirable effect on the 
Satya Vritt (101), 23rd Nov. Minds of the people, he ever tried to calmly point 
out to them the benefits derived from a strict observ- 

ance of them, and that of all the plague officers he aloné deserves the credit of 


having successfully fought the plague at Dharwar. 


21. Ina long editorial article the Kalidds deprecates the evening party 

given by some gentlemen of Dharwarin honour of . 

Remarks on an evening Myr, Cappel, the Collector, on the eve of his departure 

party given to Mr. Cappel from that district, and attributes selfish motives to the 
on the sve of his departure ‘ . " ‘ 

ices Ohare. men who took a leading part in connection with this 

Kélidés (13), 25th Nov. party. The paper says that Mr. L. G. Deshmukh, 
Assistant Collector, was more deserving than Mr. 

Cappel of the honour done to the latter gentleman, who, in its opinion, was 


oppressive in his plague measures. 


22. The Dharwar Vritt, on the other hand, highly praises Mr. Cappel for 
ete a0 his kindness and magnanimity in connection with the 
<r en plague administration of the district, gives some in- 

oe stances of Mr. Cappel’s sympathy with the plague- 
stricken people and gives the antecedents of Krishnaji Abaji Guruji, the editor 
of the Kdlidds, with a view to explain why he traduces Mr. Cappel and is 
greatly offended at the honour done to him by the people of Dharwar. 


93. A meeting of volunteers was held yesterday morning as usual in the 
Library Hall, Surgeon-Major Reade presiding. After 

Praise of Captain Lockhart” the reading of the weekly report, a resolution was 
Perna and Fecnest to Gov. passed, by which the detention evil at the station 
ernment to retain him in during the night will be minimised. After the meet- 
Poona until the present ing was formally dissolved, the members were asked to 
— ig es ong (3) re wait for a short time for another piece of business. 
Nar Wee. ace. ih ti Professor Gokhale then proposed SardarK han Bahadur 
bse: Dorabji to the chair. Shet Dorabji intimated that 
Captain Lockhart-Muir had been ordered by the authorities to his regiment, He 
dwelt on the valuable services the Captain was rendering, and said that it was 
proposed to pass a resolution requesting Government to spare such an experi- 
enced, sympathetic and popular officer until the end of the plague operations. 
Professor Gokhale, Mr. N. C. Kelkar, Mr. V. A. Patvardhan, Rao Bahadur 
Sathe and several others made speeches, all in praise of Captain Lockhart’s 
amiable, frank, sympathetic and obliging ways, He has become popular to all 
communities and everybody is feeling. deeply for his transfer. ‘The following 
resolution was unanimously passed :—“ That this meeting of volunteers has 
heard with deep regret that Captain Lockhart-Muir’s services are no longer to 
be at the disposal of the City Plague Committee, and that this meeting speaks 
‘-on behalf of the people of Poona and desires to express its high appreciation of 
the extremely sympathetic manner in which Captain Lockhart-Muir has 
uniformly discharged his duties and endeared himself to people of all classes in 
Poona, and this meeting desires respectfully to appeal to Government to recon- 
sider Captain Lockhart-Muir’s transfer, if that be possible, with a view to his 
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being retained in Poona as long as the present measures continue to be in force,” 
The resolution was wired to His Excellency Lord Sandhurst and the Military 


authorities at Simla. We hope Government will grant the request contained 
in the resolution. | ) 


24, Itisamatter for regret that re Lockhart-Muir, who has been 
ee . working here as a plague officer since the beginning of 
aoe jules has now *y revert to the Military Dagait- 
ment. Poona and the good Captain pulled on very well together during 
all the period, and each would be undoubtedly very sorry thus to lose the 
benefit of the other’s knowledge and friendship. Besides we doubt the wisdom 
of a policy which transfers experienced and popular plague officers from a place 
which they have been taught to regard as their own and the interests of which 
have won a place in their heart. Captain Lockhart-Muir has an exceptionally 
frank and good disposition, and by his sympathetic conduct he has endeared 
himself to all ranks of the people of this city. Plague measures, we are sure, 
absurd as they sometimes are, would lose half their unpleasantness and rigour if 
‘ they were everywhere entrusted to men like this friend of Poona. 


25. If Government do not see their way to oblige the Poona Plague Com- 

tea ai wa he mittee by lending for a few months more the valued 

Eng. ie (37); “” and conscientious services of Captain Lockhart-Muir, 

we shall soon have to bid that gallant officer a hearty 

farewell and express our warmest gratitude for the kind and courteous manner 

in which he discharged his duties of Superintendent of the Railway Station 
Disinfection and Detention Camps. 


26. A correspondent writes :—QOn looking over the last Plague Committee 
Report for 1897-98, I find that at the Nariel Wadi 
Cases of persons attacked (Bombay) Hospital “‘ four patients had been admitted 


with plague after inoculation who had been inoculated with Professor Haffkine’s pro- 
with Professor MHaftkine’s 


prophylactic serum. phylactic serum, of whom three died—one recovered.” 
Indian Spectator (4), 27th Two other cases can be given of plague attack after 
Nov. inoculation with this serum. One was the case of a 


nurse who had been serving in plague hospitals and was 
well all through, but was persuaded to get inoculated. About eight months after 
this she was attacked with plague and was very ill, although the inoculation 
which was supposed to protect her from plague produced at the time the usual 
fever and buboes. She recovered. There was the case of another nurse, also 
European, who also had been perfectly well during her plague hospital duty, but 
on going on duty at Dharwar she was persuaded to be inoculated ; three weeks 
- later she took plague, and although recovered, is in a very weak condition. 
Have these two cases been reported to Government? If not, why not ? 


27. A mournful wail comes from Limb in the Satara Taluka. One of the 
complaints is that all the inhabitants have been 
Complaint against the ordered to leave at once their huts and hovels, which 
plague operations at Limb they had erected in their fields or other convenient 
(Satara). : ] ‘eo b iaak tao S ejaw t 
Prekshak (83), 28th Nov., places, an ave peen enjoined tO gO and stay in a 
Eng. cols, place pointed out to them by the plague officers, The 
reason alleged is that great difficulty was experienced 
in keeping under surveillance such a large population, scattered as it has been 
over an area of five square miles. Now Limb has a large extent of garden 
land, and the authorities must have been aware that gardening requires constant 
care and watching. Do the authorities expect that the gardener should leave 
the crops and fruit-trees a prey to wild animals or the thief, and starve himself 
and his family in obedience to the orders of the Sirkar? ‘The authorities ma 
have received a good deal of provocation from the rayats; but it must be 
remembered that the people themselves have paid very dearly for their folly. 
Many of them have lost their friends and relations, and, being driven from their 
homes, they have had to live in open fields, in rain and cold. But now, it seems, 
even there they are not to be allowed to live in peace. The epidemic has all 
but spent its force and is gradually dying out. So, we believe, it will not be 
wise to enforce this harsh measure and thus increase the chances of a recrudes- 
cence by bringing the people closer together. It is sinserely to be hoped that 
wiser counsels will prevail, and no considerations of the past misconduct of the 
inhabitants or ideas of false economy will have any weight in deciding this 
question, . 7 | : | 
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98. It seems, judging from the reported proceedings of the first meeting 
of the Trustees held on Thursday last, that our fears 
_ Comments on the proceed- expressed at the time the draft Bill was published 
A en re care of Were not without foundation. They have already com- 
Bombay Improvement Tuct, mitted themselves to an expensive establishment at 
Kaiser-e-Hind (18), 27th the very commencement, while they have little or no 
Nov., Eng. cols. funds at their disposal. Though an establishment was 
sanctioned, and some appointments on an extravagant 
scale were made, the Trustees were not. informed where the monies were 
to come from, We dare say either the Government has made a certain sum 
available for carrying on the work or given the Trustees a loan. But whatever 
the fact may be, the Chairman is not reported to have brought to the notice of 
the Trustees how the Trust was to be financed in its infant stage, Only a 
resolution was passed that a small committee be appointed to prepare the 
budget for the remaining months of the official year. But it seems that the 
chief business to which the Trustees were invited was to obtain their formal 
sanction to a cut and dry arrangement touching the appointment of an Engineer 
and a Secretary. The Engineer recommended by him and so light-heartedly 
agreed to by the thirteen Trustees present (the Officer Commanding the district 
being the only absentee) save two representatives of the Corporation is a retired 
Engineer of the Port Trust. His salary was fixed at the extravagant sum of 
Rs. 1,800 per month, and he was given a three years’ certain engagement, 
with a furlough to Europe, whenever he chose, of four months. The other ap- 
pointment of a Secretary, who for the present was also to act as Accountant, 
was also made. The Chairman recommended him and the self-same majority 
nodded with the lightest heart. He, too, belonged to the Port Trust; 
but the difference in his case is that he is only “borrowed’’ from the Port 
Trust for six months pending a more permanent, and in all probability a more 
prodigal, arrangement. He is not an officer retired on a pension; but as an 
inducement to him he is to be remunerated at the rate of Rs. 1,000 per month, 
his present salary being Rs. 800only. This then is the principal business which 
the Trustees transacted at their first meeting. And we are yet at the ver 
threshold. While hardly any serious work is done, the Chairman, the Engineer 
and the Secretary between them will eat up Rs. 5,300 per month, besides the 
minor establishment which will at the very least come to another Rs. 5,000 ! 
Here is the Trust,. which has to depend on the rate-payers for about 5 lakhs of 
rupees per annum, weighted with a loan from the beginning, attempting to 
play the prodigal! Is that excusable? When there is every need of husbanding 
resources and carrying on the work with economy, here they are merrily going 
into extravagant salaries for high officials! Let the reader again remember 
that under the Act all the cost of the establishment for the first ten years is to 
be debited to Capital Account. What may be that accumulated cost at the end of 
the ten years? It will be nothing short of 25 lakhs, as we compute, for from year 
to year establishments are bound to overgrow as they do so wonderfully overgrow 
in every centralised government, local or any other. So that practicaliy + kror 
will be the capital outlay which will bear interest for the next sixty years at the 
very least at 4 per cent., which means an annual charge on the current revenue 
of 1 lakh! This will be the final result, and common sense will therefore tell 
us that the less this burden of the interest charge in future the better for the city. 
But how can that burden be lessened when from the beginning they indulge in 
expensive establishments? We again ask whether the Trustees are going the 
tight way in administering the Trust, which is declared by the State to be for 
the benefit of the rate-payers? If they go on at the rate they are doing, we are 
sure they will create great public dissatisfaction. We therefore deem it our duty 


~ at this very early stage to raise our humble voice against this extravagant way 
of managing the Trust. 


29. Regarding the extraordinary procedure recently followed by the 


Alleged extraordinary pro- Bombay High Court touching t he gravely censurable 
cedure recently followed by conduct of two of its own officials, it is not necessary 
the Bombay High Courtin here to go afresh into the details of the seandalous 


regard to two of its European case which was heard a few weeks back before Mr. 
officers who had misappro- 


. ? Justice Strachey, in which two officers of the Court, 
W icuenen aby, a dae... Me. Watkins, the Deputy Registrar, and Mr. Peace, 
Ao a solicitor, were sued for recovery of a large sum of 
money which came into their possession as receivers, and therefore as fiduciary 


4 ae 


15° 


agents of the High Court. The learned Judge in his judgment strongly summed 
up against them and characterised their conduct in the terms it fully deserved. 
But, curiously enough, it is alleged at the request of the plaintiff himself, the 
two defaulters were allowed time to refund the monies misappropriated. It 
was remarked at the time that so far the Court had shown great leniency 
towards them, which was scarcely deserving in the interests of the public. 
Weeks passed, but the defaulters showed no signs of making repayment. As 
the date fixed by the Court approached expiry, it was discovered that both had 
disappeared! That was indeed most extraordinary. In the case of Mr. Peace, 
it may be that the Court had no control over his movements, though it might 
have fairly caused a watch to be kept over him. However, his name has been 
struck off the rolls, and so far as he is concerned he has been fairly, though not 
fully, punished. But it defies all ordinary reason and common sense to under- 
stand how Mr. Watkins managed to elude the grasp of the Court of which he was 
one of the executive officers. Can it be that he has given a guarantee to the Court 
that he would return or that he has deposited the monies with the Court? If not, 
why not? Inour humble opinion, the Court itself, which is the palladium of 
justice, should have exercised its wisdom and circumspection before it allowed its 
own officer to abscond—one on whose fiduciary conduct the presiding Judge had. 
made severe remarks. It would seem as though some one or other had 
winked atthe affair and allowed the defaulter to slip from the clutches of 
the plaintiff. Such a thing ought never to have happened, and we ruefully 
acknowledge that it is nothing shori of a judicial scandal. We are curious to 
know what might have happened had the delinquent been a Native instead of 
a European. It is ‘very surprising that our Anglo-Indian dailies have main- 
tained a profound silence in the matter. Probably, they are ashamed to adver- 
tise the delinquency of the two white men. Yet how they would have blustered 
for condign punishment if the offender had been “‘ only a Native’?! Verily, the 
ways of our High Court and the Anglo-Indian press are mysterious in this 
connection. Perhaps silence is golden where the delinquents are whites. 


30. The Bombay Samdchdr disapproves of the appointment of Mr. 
Howard of the Presidency Magistrate’s Court, Bombay, 
Appointment of Mr. to the post of Deputy Registrar of the Bombay High 


Howard as Deputy Registrar al ; ! 
at the Beaker Wick Coors Court in succession to Mr. Watkins, saying that in 


Scand Sanit with, making this appointment the Honourable Chief Justice 
Bombay Samachér (53), has overlooked the claims of the men already serving in 
2nd Dec. the High Court and the superior qualifications of the 


applicants for the vacancy, among whom there were 
graduates and barristers-at-law, that the Chief Justice being a new man 
should have consulted Mr. Justice Parsons in the matter, and that the Hich 
Court should set an example to the lower Courts even in the matter of appoint- 
ments by making most equitable nominations itself. 


81. The Limes of India has in one of its recent issues championed the 
cause of the body of mofussil district judges. ‘The 
Comments on the selections reform of the district judiciary will not be complete 


made for the posts of District unless a similar effort is made to place the office of 


Public Prosecutors in — the District Public Prosecutor, who is often also the 
- i Dageyge Ber ~. Government Fleader for the district, on a higher level 
canldeie, than at present. The District Judge and the Public 
Mahra’tta (7), 27th Nov. Prosecutor represent for the district the High Court 
and the Legal Remembrancer to Government, and it is 

desirable that appointments to both these offices should be made only ona very 
sound principle. The office of the Public Prosecutor has been practically in the 
gift of the District Judges, and instances have occurred in which the patronage 
has been very badly abused. A recent instance of tne kind hails from Sholdpur, 
where the District Judge, Mr. Pratt, has appointed only a junior district pleader 
to be the District Public Prosecutor, in utter contempt of the rights of the senior 
sections of the local bar. The Sholapur bar, we hear, have made a representation 
in the matter, and it is to be hoped that it successfully appeals to the sense of 
justice of the Bombay High Court. The office of the District Public Prosecutor 
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is one:to which senior members of the mofussil bar can, if they like, legitimately 
aspire just as much as the senior practitioner in the High Court may expect to 
be raised to the Bench; and we think it would be too much for the District 
Judge of Sholépur to say anything to the disparagement of the pore oe bar as 
it is at present constituted. As for the claims of Mr, Davar, wéhave already 
said that he is only a junior district pleader and not even a graduate. The 
only qualification, therefore, he must have been considered to possess is that he 
is a non-Brahmin. If a second were needed at all, it might be shown to be 
that Mr. Davar allowed himself to be used as an instrument in getting up an 
address to Sir M, Bhownagari when he had last been to Sholapur on the pretext, 
we suppose, of seeing the famine operations, It would be interesting to mention 
here also another fact, viz., that the Sholadpur bar had been appealed to by Mr. 
Pratt, with whom the Knight of Bethnalgreen had put up, but had refused to 

ut their fingers into that dirty affair. That such valuable services as Mr. 

avar rendered to the protege of the official party at home should be rewarded 
at least by the conferment of the office of the Public Prosecutor upon him is 
only consistent with gratitude; but what we fear is that the High Court can- 
not afford to look at the matter from Mr. Pratt’s point of view, and that on 
the matter being properly represented to them they may have to alter the deci- 
sion of the Sholépur District Judge. 


32. A correspondent writes :—For years past the duties of the Cantonment 
Magistrate in Karachi have been performed by the 
Disapproval of the practice Judge of the Court of Small Causes. This official 
.. apponnts ie bese brought all his knowledge, experience and legal train- 
weheraé: Randell, "6" ing to bear on the cases that came before him for 
Phenix (8), 30th Nov. adjudication. ‘The practice of appointing a military 
ofticer to the post from the Native Infantry regiment 
stationed for the time being in Karachi is of recent growth, It was probably due 
to the Judge of the Small Causes Court having then three or four times the 
number of cases to decide per annum that he has now, By the timea military 
officer begins to learn something of the routine of civil and criminal cases 
with the help of his clerks, he is transferred to another station to which 
his regiment is sent. The officer of the incoming regiment has got to learn 
everything de novo, and this goes on from time to time, It is too much to 
expect him to show the same skill with the pen that he does in the use of the 
sword, to which he has been brought up in school and out of it. It is 
placing a soldier in a false and unenviable position when he has to face counsel 
on one side or both. Hecould not possibly be in a position to follow all 
intricate questions of fact and even simple ones of law. We cannot afford to 
trifle with the liberty and the properties of the subjects. The adjudication of 
questions as to these ought to be made on a sound basis. We therefore trust 
that either an experienced officer from the Deputy Collector class or any other 
will be permanently appointed to the post, or at least the Small Causes Court 
side of the Cantonment Magistrate’s duties, if not both civil and criminal, will be 
transferred to the Civil Judge of the Small Causes Court. 


Criminal prosecution inst i- 33. The Vrittasai gives some details of the 
pra sag eet ee - criminal prosecution instituted against Dullekhan of 
quest to Government in the the Satara Police and says that the prqsecution is 
matter. bound to fail unless Government transfer elsewhere 


Vrittas@’r (182), 28th Noy. Dullekhan’s friends in the Satara Police. 


34, A correspondent writes :—Not a week passes without one hearing 
eons) of cattle-lifting in the vicinity of the villages of 
Cattle-lifting in the Tando Tando Jan Mahomed and Rajo Khanani in the Tando 


Bago Taluka in Sind and r 
dlaevd ‘nidlinedce of the Bago Téluka. Large herds.of goats and sheep are 


Sa 


police. sometimes stolen, and no trace of them is found. 
Prabhat (42), 26th Nov., Some of these thefts are the work of notorious 
Eng. cols. badmashes who infest the outskirts of these villages. 


: These badmaskes are known as cattle thieves in the 
country, yet the police who know them take little notice of their misdeeds, 
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35. We congratulate Mr. Karkaria on the success he has achieved in the 
High Court in the case of his Collegiate Institution. 
Decision of the Bombay It was almost a foregone conclusion with most people 
te Court in the suit who took an interest in the dispute and had sense 
rought against the Bombay : 
University by a student of a0ugh to see the bearings of the case that he would 
the Oollegiate Institution win. The University had unfortunately placed itself 
and the question of authori- from the very beginning in a false position by putting a 
io of Colleges by Govern- strained and unnatural interpretation upon the twelfth 
Rést Goftar (21), 27th Section of its Act of Incorporation, wherein alone is 
Nov., Eng. cols. any mention made of the power of authorisation 
claimed by Government. We are not against the 
Government in its claim to authorise colleges, nor do we blame the Univer- 
sity when it tries, by legitimate methods, to help Government in carrying 
out its statutory obligation. But we do object very strongly indeed to either 
the Government or the University overstepping the proper limits and doing 
things quite wlira vires. And this is what the University has done at least in 
the case of Mr. Karkaria’s College. Its Syndicate had no right to ask 
Mr. Karkaria to have the Government authorisation. It had no right to refuse 
admission to the candidates from that College to the Previous Examination. The 
result of this most unjustifiable conduct of the Syndicate has been to launch the 
University into a law-suit from which it has come out humiliated and crest-fallen. 
The highest judicial authority in this country has decided that it was wrong in 
forcing its own peculiar construction of the twelfth section of the Act, and 
that it was quite mistaken in taking up an attitude of opposition to Mr. Kar- 
karia’s College. It has now to pay this penalty for the perverse mistake in the 
shape of the fine for the cost of both parties which will not amount to a light 
sum by any means. The University in its present financial condition has got 
some balance in its favour at the banks; but it can ill afford to squander a 
part of it in paying lawyers’ bills in weak cases into which it may be launched 
by its Executive Committee. This latter has certainly not managed its master’s 
affairs in either an economical or a dignified manner. Thesympathy of all is on the 
side of Mr. Karkaria’s College; and it must be said that he has certainly achieved 
a remarkable success, and dealt a heavy blow at the pretended infallibility of 
the Syndicate, which had recently set itself up as a sort of Pope in matters that 
came within its province and in certain others that did not. We really wonder 
that so many lawyers, and excellent ones too, that are in the Syndicate did not 
dissuade it from going to court with such a lame defence as it appeared from the 
_ first to be. However, we hope with the Bombay Gazette that the decision of the 
Chief Justice and Mr. Justice Parsons will teach it prudence in the future. 


36, The Bombay University should thank the Government for the extreme- 
a, ae unenviable position in which the judgment of the 
Mi te (4) learned Chief Justice and Mr. Justice Parsons has 
placed it. The University first recognizes an institu- 

tion. Counsel for the University contended that, for reasons of State, Govern- 
ment did not care to have the youths of the country educated in places that 
were not approved of. That was an unfortunate statement, for, as a fact, the 
University in this case had approved of this place of education, Are we to 
suppose that Government is in a more advantageous position than the. Univer- 
sity to judge of the efficiency of educational institutions? We can understand 
a representative of Government taking up such a position, but that the Univer- 
sity should instruct its own counsel to make such a self-condemnatory statement 
is truly remarkable. ‘Then again, Mr. Scott admitted that, although the Univer- 
sity had agreed to the affiliation of the institution, its name had been left out 
of the University list sent up‘for sanction. Why this was done Mr. Scott had 
no instructions about. It comes to this, that the University went back upon 
its own decision to affiliate the institution. Surely, innocent students should 
not be made to suffer on account of the fickleness of the University. Much as 
we may regret the method, we cannot but be glad that the University has been 
taught that if cannot play with the fortunes of even those who seek its portals. 
We think it time that the Government made up its mind either to take the 
right of affiliation into its own hands, making the University one of its many 
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departments, or to leave it as hitherto in the hands of that body. The latter, 
of course, will be the more dignified course, but in these days dignity is of little 

account in determining policy. The present state of things is an intolerable 
slur on the University and ought not to be perpetuated, 


37, A special Bench of the High Court, consisting of two entinent Judges, 
Hite we Clay ooh ¥ who approached the subject with an absolutely open 
En ergy (12), 47th Nov mind, have upheld the views of those who were opposed 
eins to the objectionable regulations proposed by the 
Syndicate, and students from Mr. Karkaria’s Collegiate Institution have been 
declared entitled to be examined by the University. Why the Syndicate 
omitted this institution from the list which they sent up to Government is not 
clear; but from the Registrar's affidavit it appears that the omission was 
deliberate. The Syndicate had no right todo any such thing, nor were they 
called upon to undertake of their own motion the grave responsibility of 
construing Section 12 and submit a list of institutions for the authorization of 
Government, The action of the Syndicate has landed the University into need- 
less litigation, mulcting it to the sum of nearly two thousand rupees, which it 
can ill afford to part with. We have a good deal to say in connection with the 
present controversy and the general attitude of the Syndicate; but for the 
present it is enough to point out that the decision of the High Court has been 
received with satisfaction, not only by the parties directly concerned, but also by 
all those who are interested in the progress of education as well as in the in- 
dependence and dignity of the Senate, which is now and then treated with such 
scant courtesy by its own executive body as well as by Government. 


38. We ought to congratulate the students on their having obtained 
Hest Hay Ok in their favour the final decision of the highest legal 

— ve °”* authority on the construction of an Act over which so 
many battles have been waged of late. Thus it has now been decided that 
the Examiner is bound to examine all students coming from any institu- 
tion recognised by the University but not authorized by Government, except 
it be for the examination for a degree; and as to this the Chief Justice - 
rightly said it was not necessary to decide that question then, as it had 
not arisen. It was refreshing to note the surprise of the Chief Justice as to 
why Government, than whom the Senate would be the more proper and fit 
body to decide as to the fitness or unfitness of an institution, should have a 
desire to see students attached to particular Colleges only. Education is no 
one’s monopoly; it is the right of every child to receive education, and be 
educated whether by the State or private bodies, However, the advocate for 
the University let the cat out of the bag, that it was so for ‘reasons of State’ ! 
We ask what right had the Syndicate to omit Mr. Karkaria’s College, when the 
Senate had duly recognized it, from the list sent to Government for authoriza- 
tion in May 1898? And whatright had the Syndicate, when it thought, 
though wrongly, according to the decision of the High Court, that such author- 
ization was necessary, to refuse admission to the candidates of Mr. Karkaria’s 
College when the Syndicate had no right to withdraw the Senate’s recognition ? 
The Syndicate, which is only the executive of the Senate, has of late been 
riding roughshod over the Senate. "We wonder who will pay the costs which the 
High Court has decreed in favour of the students. In all equity the Syndicate 


should be made to pay them for its high-handedness and absolutely unauthorised 
interference. 


39. The result of the proceedings instituted by Mr. Setalwad for the pur- 
pose of testing the meaning of Section 12 of the Uni- 
Mabriifs (7), 87th Bove versity seta Rawr Ras Act Paces come upon any one 
with surprise. For the meaning of the section was quite clear, and we owe it to 
the obstinacy of the University that the counsel’s opinion with regard to that 
meaning is now solemnly confirmed by the higher exponents of law. It would 
be interesting to see what view Government take of the present decision, which 
is, if anything, more adverse to them than to the University, though the latter 
and not the former was a defendant in the case. Nobody doubted the 
ultimate power of Government to do anything by legislation, which is a matter 
quite in their own hands; but their attempt to assert their power of granting 
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or refusing permission for the conduct of any and every College, in the 
face of the defective wording of Section 12 of the Incorporation Act, has been 
very properly snubbed by the decision of the High Court. If Government 
are really anxious, for State reasons, to prevent students from a particular 
College appearing for the University examinations even below the degree 
examinations, they have now clearly to resort to the last and the most effective 
weapon in their hands, viz., legislation—a weapon, however, the use of which is 
not as often commended as made. What is most unmeaning to us in the whole 
affair isthe false attitude taken up by the University. Ifthe University could 
have retracted the permission given by it, we fail to see what it meant by not 
retracting it in the case of the Collegiate Institute, but asking Mr. Karkaria to 
approach Government and get their permission, and lastly refusing to admit 
students from his College to the examinations when the required terms had 
already been duly kept thereat by them, before the permission was withdrawn 
from it byGovernment. In the present state of the Inco:poration Act a double 
kind of authorisation of Colleges is clearly meant ; one by Government and the 
other by the University, independently, even if we may not accept the arguments 
of Mr. Setalwad, of the presumed delegation of the powers of authorisation by 
Government to the University as evidenced by a long practice of forty years. We 
wonder who may have advised the University to perform such an unmeaning act 
of self-abnegation as to voluntarily give up the rights and powers it had under 
the Act. Further upshots of the case will, we dare say, be very interesting. 


40. The University of Bombay, constituted as it is at present, does not 
deserve the appellation of alma mater of students, as, 
Desirability of the appoint- like a hotelekeeper, it regards its function as being 
mye of a Board to supervise simply to examine the students for the fees that are 
e work of University Ex- : : ‘ 
atin, paid. If it were notso, it would not neglect the 
Kesari (134), 29th Nov. introduction of some wholesome reforms whereby 
students might be helped in getting their education 
and proper arrangements might be made for supervising the work of the 
Examiners. This year complaint after complaint is made regarding the question- 
papers set at the various examinations of the University. The vernacular 
passages for translation into English set at the Matriculation Examination are 
translations of an English passage, and the different vernacular renderings are 
so incorrect, so insipid and so obscure that they seem to be the productions of 
no higher person than a butler. It is really miserable for the students that 
such passages have to be translated into English and that marks are assigned 
according tothe merit of these translations as compared with the original. 
Similarly it is loudly complained that the question-papers in Mathematics set 
‘ atthe Previous and Intermediate Examinations are very lengthy and difficult. 
It is not possible that Examiners who have no experience and who are puffed 
up with their appointment can ever appreciate the harm they do to students by 
transgressing the directions laid down by the Syndicate in the matter of drawing 
question-papers. Itis, however, one of the chief duties of the University 
authorities to bring these things to the notice of Examiners, It was with this 
object in view that the Senate passed a resolution in 1896 in favour of the 
appointment of a Board to supervise the work of [ixaminers. The complaints 
of this year have, in our opinion, arisen simply because the resolution has not 
been given effect to. We hope that now at least those members of the Senate 
who take an interest in the well-being of students will seriously take up this 
question. 


41. An Ahmedabad correspondent of the Bhimsen writes:—Of all the 
Complaint regarding cer- candidates for the local University examinations, those 
tain question-papers at the for the Matriculation Examination are generally very 
last Matriculation Examina- diffident about their success, as, there being no fixed 
tion, standard, the Examiners put any sort of stiff ques- 
Bhimsen (52), 30th Nov. tions, Loud complaints are made this year regarding 
the Persian, Latin and English question-papers set at the Matriculation 
Examination, and it is the opinion of several persons at Ahmedabad that the 
local school authorities should join those school-masters at Bombay who have 
protested against these question-papers. ‘The chief complaint of the students is 
that they suffer a great injustice at the hands of the Examiners owing to the 
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offhand manner in which they examine the answers. The science paper too 
was not easy this time and there seems to have been some oversight in the 
Gujarati translation set in the English paper. Most of the Examiners are 
inexperienced, and it would be well, under these circumstanges, to be lenient 
towards the students and to entrust the work of examining the translations in 
English papers to the vernacular Examiners. 


Municipalities. 


42, It is greatly to be regretted that though loud complaints have been 
raised regarding the great mismanagement prevailing 

_ Alleged = mismanagement jin tne Ahmedabad Municipality no notice has been 
in the Ahmedabad Munici- taken of them owing to the indifference of the autho- 


Pie vodersieh (80), Ist ‘ities and the commissioners, and also owing to the 
Dec. fact that influence and flattery reign supreme there. 


We do not think that the municipal accounts are in 
roper order, for we frequently hear of cases in which municipal dues have 
been recovered twice over owing to the inability of the tax-payers to produce 
original receipts. If the Magistrates trying municipal cases were to ascertain 
from the municipal records, before granting summonses on the application of a 
municipal clerk, whether the dues have been paid or not, great good would 
result to the people and the mismanagement would soon see the light of day. 
We hope the new President will carefully look into the present state of affairs 
and take early steps to improve it. 


43. We offer our sincere congratulations to Shet Manibhai Premabhai on 
his appointment as the new President of our muni- 


a ae anal Pes. cipality in succession to the late Rao Bahadur Ran- 
| mabhai as President of the Ghhodlal Chhotalal. Shet Manibhai has worked as 


Ahmedabad Municipality. Vice-President for a number of years with the late 
Praja Bandhu (20), 47th Rao Bahadur, and we are sure he will try his utmost 
Nov., Eng. cols. to follow his departed chief in doing all in his power for 


the health of the city. We hope he will not rest content with the existing 
state, but will go on improving it. 


Native States. 


44, A correspondent of the Gurdkhi, ina series of communications all 
headed “ Oppression in broad daylight, or the Holkar’s 
affairs,’’ seeks the ear of the British Government to his 
narration of His Highness the Holkar’s alleged tyran- 
nical proceedings. He says :—The spirit of the editor of the Vikshipta: and its 
correspondents, who with admirable courage tried two years ago to lay bare the 

state of things at Indore with a view fo benefit the Indore people and to reform 

the Maharaja himself, was very laudable indeed. But the Mahdrdja has with 

his ability and cunning succeeded in enlisting the sympathies of the simple 

and kind Agent to the Governor-General on his side. Of course there is nothing 
surprising ina man like Colonel Barr, who by his long residence in Central India 

has become very partial to Native States, having been induced to befriend an 
important Prince like the Holkar. But this attitude on the part of Colonel Barr 

has given rise to such scandal as was never before, or will never be in future, 
called forth. It must be granted that non-interference to a certain extent on the 

part of the Agent to the Governor-General is necessary and so far the action of 
Colonel Barr is commendable. But when it is quite clear that the iniquities in a 

< State have become systematic and deliberate, and are practised without the least 
discrimination between the guilty and the innocent, non-interference becomes 
extremely unjustifiable. Hence Colonel Barr’simmoveable attitude, even though 
complaints against the Mahdrdja have been loud and reiterated, both now and 
before, is a puzzle to all. The approval of the appointment of Rai Nanak- 
chand to the Divanship held before him by men like Sir T. Madhav Rao, R. 
Raghunath Rao, &c., bespeaks total indifference on the part of the British Goy- 
ernment towards reform in the Mahdraja’s character, nay, it shows a positive 
wish to see his inconsiderate and iniquitous propensities attain their fullest growth. 
It is really the peculiar good fortune of the Mah4raja and the misfortune of his 
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subjects that his unseemly actions should be overlooked by the British Govern. 
ment, and that while the complaints of the subjects are discredited the counter- 
charges brought by the Maharaja and his flatterers against the people should 
be unreservedly believed. This neglectful conduct of Government has caused 
many a premature death in the royal family of Indore through the torturous 
treatment by the Mahdrdja and his wicked underlings. If this state of things 
continues and no notice is taken thereof, there are only two courses open to the 
people of Indore, viz., either to suffer the tyranny without a word of protest or 
to take the law into their own hands. But the deep sense of loyalty of the 
Indore people precludes the possibility of their resorting to the last alternative. 
Government should not, therefore, try their patience any longer, but should bring 
about a settlement beneficial both to the people and to the Chief. 


45. Certainly it is high time for the intervention . the British Government ; 
eee for, the oppressive proceedings are perpetrated in 
SOFEENG (ESRI EONS OY: Le fe the dark, but are rampantly watnhed no 
broad daylight without the least fear of detection or reprehension. A feeling of 
helplessness prevails everywhere in Indore on account of the refusal of the 
Agent to the Governor-General to consider the complaints of the people, who, 
on the contrary, are charged with inventing maliciously all sorts of things 
against the Mahdrdja and who are sent back to the Maharaja himself to 
receive consideration of their appeals. It is needless to say with what spirit 
these appeals are considered and disposed of by the Mahdraja. This sense 
of impunity in His Highness has given a further stimulus to his tyranny, and 
if even now no attention is paid to the affairs of Indore dangerous consequences 
are sure to follow. Some idea of the frightful nature of the Mahiardja’s 
procedure may be had from the number of his victims who have been driven away 
from {ndore and who have betaken themselves to the neighbouring towns of 
Dhar, Ujjain, Rutlam, &c. The following will give some specific illustrations 
of the reign of terror at Indore. The Maharaja himself many atime wanders 
till very late hours at night in the streets of the city, and anybody, respectable or 
otherwise, coming within the range of His Highness’ sight is arrested, imprisoned 
and banished, or if these extreme actions are not taken, at least physically chas- 
tised and humiliated in a number of ways. No man escapes the clutches of this 
monster, The inhabitants of Indore cannot stir out of their houses, and if as a 
matter of necessity they have to do so, it is at very great risk and with trust 
in the protection from God. Any man found in the streets after 9 P.M. is: 
locked up till the next morning, when he is proceeded against or liberated 
according to the Maharaja’s orders. Once a ticket collector of the Indore rail- 
way station was a victim of this practice and all passengers from Indore had 
to wait for tickets till the next morning, All transactions in the city are 
consequently seriously impeded to the great embarrassment of all. 


46, People cannot get their sons and daughters easily married, for no 
family can get itself connected with families of Dhar 

Gurakhi (124), 30th Nov. = and Dewas, and it is very risky to find out suitable 
brides and bridegrooms in Indore itself, for there is no knowing when the 
Maharéja may ruin any family in his dominions. No festive procession can pass 
without some serious difficulty caused by the Mahdrd4ja’s whimsical proceedings. 
For the last six months the Mahdrdja has got a carriage made for him, which 
is drawn by men instead of by animals, and any man, however respectable, is 
compelled to draw the carriage, with His Highness in it, through the streets. 
There is no stability as regards State service. Any officer, high or low, may be 
cashiered at a moment’s notice. Many an old, experienced and able State servant 
has consequently left Indore. The methods of oppression indulged in by the 
Mahdrdja are very monstrous, A number of orders to execute such sentences 
of torture have been issued during the last three years and especially during 
the last six months, causing serious detriment to the property and ease of all 
people. Some have even paid the penalty of being the objects of the Mahar4ja’s 
displeasure with their lives, ¢.g., Rambhau, L.C.E., State Engineer, N arayanrao, 
Khasgi State Phadnavis, and Saraph, who died in prison though no fault whatsoever 
could be attributed to them. On the Shimga holiday the Mahérdéja put a num- 
ber of badmashes into the house of one Gopalrao Natho, a British pensioner at. 
‘Badhwai, and caused property worth about Rs. 10,000 to be plundered. These 


* 
nie 


badmashes also laid hands on the women in the:house ahd stripped them of their. 
ornaments, On the same day many réspectable gentlemen were placed on 
donkeys and paraded through the streets, with garlands of shoes round their 
necks. The treatment that the Bhistees, wlio are ordered from Indore and other 
laces to water His Highness’ garden, receive in return for their work is really 
orrible. Yadavrao Bhaya, whose;worth is well known, was one night at 11 0’clock 
dragged out of his sick bed into the presence of the Maharaja, bound hand 
and foot, was maltreated violently and ti:én transported to Bhampura for two 

- years and was not allowed to return even after that time. 


47. Under the heading ‘‘ Independent Columns,” the Kdthiawddno Himdyaté 
writes :—If any one were to know the real condition 
Alleged misdeeds of the of some of the Chiefs of Kathidwar and their subjects, 
Chiefs and their Karbharis he ig sure to be moved to pity. Most of the Chiefs are 
in Kathiawar. . . ; 
Kathidwidno  Himdyati Mere puppets in the hands of their Karbharis and 
(73), 27th Nov. generally spend a large portion of their time in 
harems and know nothing about the administration of 
their States. ‘There may be some exceptions amongst Karbharis, but a majority 
of them care more to serve their private ends than the interests of the States 
in their charge. There have been instances in which several Nagars, either 
in anticipation of getting Karbhariships or after they had got them, have 
committed heinous crimes, We have personally witnessed acts of high-handed- 
ness on the part of Mr. Naranji Dulabji, a Nagar of Junagad, committed 
towards Raysinhji, the late Thakor of Wadhwan, with the assistance of some 
Agency officers. The misdeeds of the Nagar Karbharis of Bhdvnagar and of 
Rao Bahadur Purshotamrai Zala and Mr. Amaryji of Junagad are open secrets. 


48, It appears that His Highness the Thakor of Wadhwan is trying to 
mislead the Bombay Government in regard to the 


Alleged indebtedness of complaint that he has incurred debt amounting to 


His Highness the Thakor of more than 20 lakhs of rupees, but it is hoped that Gov- 
Wadhwan anda request to 


the Bombay Government. ernment will not be satisfied with the flimsy excuses 
Kethidwedno Himdyati put forth by the Thakor in regard to certain items. 
(73), 27th Nov. In some cases he has been guilty of something worse 


than indebtedness, because he has committed a breach 
of trust by misappropriating the property and Giras of certain minor Kumais 
in his charge. On a proper and full enquiry Government will find that the 
Thakor’s debt is treble the annual revenue of the State, Loud complaints 
havealso been heard against the Thakor for various acts of high-handedness. We, 
therefore, hope that Government will not be misguided by the Political Agent, 
but will take the State under their management. 
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Intelligence extracted from the Press. 


49. The Dharwar Vritt publishes a dreadful 
- aagpegyl A ves. proenery said - _— ag by an engi of 
agp! Prosi Dindigal in the Madras Presidency. The prophec 
rag sce csaciaa ini is that India will be the scene of great splashition 
_ Dhedrwa'r Vritt (118), Ist from November 1899 to May 1903. [The Mumbai 
Son. Hueihes Vatbhav (149), Vaibhav says that it is not right that Government 
aoe aeY- should let prophets making such disquieting predic- 


: tions go scot-free. | 


G. M. SA’THE, 


Reporter on the Native Press. 
Office of the Reporter on the Native Press, 


New Secretariat, Bombay, 6th December 1898. 
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n % Names fNewspapers. Piace of Publication , dition. lo os in Coie 
_ ENGLISH. 
1 |The Bombay East oe rr .| Bombay is Weekly ... 400 
2 | , Champion... .. eee eel ove ae 700 
3 » Dnydn Prakésh | .o-| Poona .. ae Do. ove 300 
4 ,», Indian Spectator and Voiceof India... Bombay Do. 500 
5 », Karachi Chronicle iis ...| Karachi se me 500 
6 » KAéthidwdr Times ...| Rajkot | Daily  .. 75 
7 » Mahratta .. vin ...| Poona ... ...| Weekly 600 
8 », Phoenix »..| Karachi .| Bi-weekly 500 
y » Quarterly J ournal o the Poona Sarva- 
janik Sabha ... sei ..| Poona... see ...| Quarterly 300 
10 5, .sind Times .| Karachi vee .| Bi-weekly 200 
ANGLO-GUJARA’TI. 
11 |The Deshabhakta ... Baroda Weekly 500 
12 » Gujarati... ’ Bombay Do. 3,550 
13 » Gujarat Mitra Surat Do. 700 
14 » Gujardt Satya Samsher .. Do. Do. 306 
15 5, Hindi Punch Bombay Do. 500 
16 » Hindusthan : eee Do. Do. 976 
17 »» Lndependent 6s Do. oe Do. 500 
18 », Jsaiser-e-Hind _..., ae: oe ‘ Do. 2,500 
19 ,» Kathidwar News... ...| Rajkot... tee ...| Bi- weekly 400 — 
20 | ,, Praja Bandhu ...| Ahmedabad ... | Weekly ... ‘a 
91 », Rast Goftar is vi ...| Bombay one Do. 1,700 
22 5, Shri Sayaji Vijaya ee ...| Baroda Do. 2,200 
93 » Ssuryt Prakash oe .| Surat ... Do. 500 
ANGLO-HINDI. 
94 | The Pandit coe Poona... vee Weekly ... 1,500 
ANGLO-Ks4'NARESE. 
95 | The Rajahansa a ce <s .| Dharwar vs .| Weekly .o. 200 
| ANGLOo-MaRATHI. 
96 | The Din Bandhu aoe Bombay ‘ae | Weekly .... 1,000 
27 »» Dnydn Chakshu .. Poona .,.. ove a 900 
93 », Dnydnodaya as ‘ei Bombay ‘s Me oe 600 
99 » indu Prakash ... eee Do. — .| Bi-weekly 600 
30 » Kéamgdror Workman ... Do. oe Weekly 000 
3] » Maratha Mitra ... os re Do. a De aus ar 
32 » Native Opinion ... ve i re eee i - Bi-weekly 700 
33 » rrekshak nee .-| Satara cP Weekly i 
34 » samarth .., a i * ‘| Kolhapur __,. Do. * 
35 , Shahu Vijaya ... “eee ss a a ‘ 
36 , Shri Say4ji ee i ee OS Bi-weekly 3,000 
37 | 5, Subodh Patrika.. vee .| Bombay ess .| Weekly .. 500 
38 », sudharak.,, ose os eoo| Poona... Do. 3,000 
39 »  Vartdhar ... vee .| Bombay oe Do. 1,000 
| ANGLO- PORTUGUESE. : 
40 |O Anglo-Lusitano | Bombay .| Weekly ... 1,000 
41 | The Boletim Indiano ... Do. © Oaigigge 500 
ANGLO-SINDI. 
42 | The Lux... wwe a = ies Hyderabad (Sind) Fortnightiy 350 
43 » Prabhat .... vee ons ae. .| Weekly ... 450 
Encrisn, Mara'THI AND GUJARA‘?I. | : 
-< 44 |The Baroda Vatsal ~ Baroda tee | Weekly... SHO 
ENGLIsH, MARATHI AND KANARESE. : 
45 | The Karnatak nee me >) Dhdrw4r oe | Weekly ... 400 
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Exe iisH, Mara’THI, GUJARA’TI ~\ 
; AND KONKANI. 

The Garibd4ncha Kaivéri (Amicus Pauperum)| Bombay sia ooo) Fortnightly oon 1,500 
GUJARATI. | | 

The Ahmedabad Times 00 a .| Ahmedabad ... «| Weekly ... s 250 
» Ajab: ns ee ee en ,| Surat i rss, Monthly ... . 1,200 
5, Akhbér-e-Islam ... rome an Bombay ag wee! Daily i 1,400 
» Akhb4re Soddgar se Do. ‘se Do. 00 1,200 
», Arajadér ... oo a Se Baroda ‘ea “| ot” i 500 
», A’rya& Dharm — . i Bombay .; Month ly... ves 450 
» Bhim Sen. UNG Do. i | Daily eee oe 1,100 
99 Bombay Saméchér cee eee Do. ‘ee Do. ave eee 3,200 
- Broach Mitra mye a .| Broach a Weekly oe 100 
» Broach Samachar Aa ae see oe 2, eee ‘we 550 
'» Buddhi Prak4sh ... ...| Ahmedabad .o| Monthly... -s. 900 
5 Cambay Gazette ... ...| Cambay youl Bee se 110 
» Chandra ... ai so: Ee ca wpe |. ewes eee 300 
» Chhatrapati .| Bombay oo Weekly ... ‘a oe 
», Deshi Mitra as .. | Surat ... i en ‘oe 900 
» Din Mani ea ‘se soe «»+| Broach... “oe a ah We ia 125 ° 
» Dny&n Sudha _... sai a ,,.| Ahmedabad soe — ‘ai cee 200 
» Dnydn Vardhak ... a .| Bombay al eee ow os 350 
» Fursad * Do. ; Do. ot 600 
» Sep Sap... ee se +s a aa cee ‘ Fortnightly ss 300 
» Gul Afshd4n yes nm | Do. es e«+| Monthly oes 500 
5, Hitechchhu ve sé : .... Ahmedabad ... | Weexly “a 500 
» Am-e-Jamshed . - i ...| Bombay we} Daily - 2,600 
», vangali _... ‘is s ...| Godhra in ..| Weekly ‘ 995 
» Kachha Samdchér_ ‘is ...| Bombay eee J. we e 300 
» Kaira Khetiwadi Patra .. o ..| Nadiad ‘“ .»| Monthly te 830 
» Kaira Vartaman .. - ...| Kaira i «| Weekly es 79 
» Kathidwddno Himéyati... eee és .| Ahmedabad ... ...{__— Do. “a 400 
» Kathidwdar Krishi ‘tis Do. ove oF Tri-monthly 200 
» Kathidwdr Times... id S Rajkot ‘a ...| Bi-weekly sil 450 
» welavni ... ee as oe Baroda . ..-| Monthly ... 4 1,000 
5» Khoja Sam4char ... nee ‘a Bombay ..o| Weekly... ‘a iis 
» Navsari Prakash . en ; Navsari eee ee ee 6 
» Nure Elam - oe ss : Bombay oa ..-| Monthly .. ia 280 
» Nydyadarshak ... i“ ‘i Ahmedabad ... oe Fortnightly ; 250 
» Praja Mitra vee ss so Kardéchi ioe he dl a 300 
os PI ves +s Surat ‘eo| Weekly ‘an 800 
», Punch Dand si ae Bombay ley | ee ” i 
» Rajyabhakt% ... “e en oe ee ee ea 1,100 
», samsher Bahédur “ ..-| Ahmedabad oe Do. ze 300 
5, satyavakta ae 9 és ..-| Bombay rote Fortnightly oes 550 ~ 
» Satya Vijaya sa ae .| Nandod BS ee oe ; 

», tri Bodh.. ae - | Bombay ...| Monthly . ner 500 
» surat Akhbér ... ‘ .| Surat . .»-| Weekly . oe 800 
5, svadesh Bandhu ... .| Mahudha oe oes), aan ai 250 
, Udichya Hitechchhu Patri. ..| Ahmedabad .. -»-| Monthly . he 600 
» Vaishnava.. ae eae .| Bombay ae ...| Fortnightly —... 200 
or ishvadarskan ai .| Kaira o. ‘ 2.1 Weekly ... coe 325 
— | ies os .| Bombay 23 ob a ‘ai 60 

HInpI. 
The Shri Venkateshvar Samachér ... see} Bombay et. pest WEED nus me 8,000 
KA’NARESE, . 

Tae Chanereaeys ns tee te ne | Weekly oo oe 200 
9 Hubli Patra sea eco eee eee Hubli eee eee tee Do. eee e*s 150 
» ‘BKarndtak Vritt ... er ...| Dharwar im ‘i Bc aes re 800 
» Lok& Bandhu ate ee one a oe eS me 300 
» Rasik Ranjini ei .| Gadag ao: | 200 
» satya Vritt ; Do. - ‘é ~ — : 200 

MaRATHI, 

Oe OT % a aay oa] Fortnightly ~~... 600 
» Arunoday& ec ee ae Thana .. cas ucet WOGRIY cas see 740 
App sR eee ne a vy OS “era ee eee 
os: BAMOL 3. a = Ratnigiri ae ae Ne : 290 
» Belgaum Saméchér An ‘es »..| Belgaum a se! Do, : —— 315 
99 Bhut eee eee eee eee eee Bombay ve ee Do. -° 1,250 
» Chandanshu bie oon i ...| Lasgaon ie «| To! a 250 
” Chandrakant HP aes eee sas Chi odi eee és Do. ee tape 
» Chandrodaya .. .. : .| Chiplun i dane 
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No. Names of Newspapers. Place of Publication, Edition. | Glas crank 
MaBa'TRI— continued. | | 
112 | The Chikitsak... aes aoe eee ..| Belgaum - ..| Weekly ... ee 750 
113. | » Chitragupta one one vee ..| Karad ose oe) eee ee 200 
1h » Daivadnya Mitra ee vee -»»| Bombay - -»+| Monthly ... “ 500 
115 », Daivadnya Samiachér ... ise Do. oe a Do. rr 300 
116 ,, Dakshin Vritt ... ; ..| Kolhapur ne eos} Weekly rent 150 
117 » Deshakdlavartamdén _... sei «| Erandol ine Py DO. «ae te 45 
118) ,, Dhanada... a ee ee ..| Vengurla sities es ud 700 
119 » Dharwar Vritt ... é ove eoo| Jharwar me ...| Weekly . ; 750 
120 .» Dhureen ... ies 0 = eee | Belgaum coe “<a vee 500 
121 , Dnydn Prakdsh ;. éee ee 198 e+} Poona ee zs “s me iat 1,C00 
122 5 Dnyan Sagar a Sn one soc] EAOAMADUL — ae. + Do. : 290 
123 » Ganga Lahari... vk oe ...| Nasik ‘i os a aes 200 
124 9» Gurakhi ... .».| Bombay ‘i oh Do. ; 1,500 
125 » Gurdkhi ... sée (ol ee e | Daily i “ 8,000 
126 » Hindu Punch ... vee ve ...| Thana .. . .o.| Weekly ... oe 600 
127 | ., Jagad4darsh) ..  .... «+ ~_...| Ahmednagar ... C. —e 300 
128 ‘. Jagad- hitechchhu re Sea ...| Poona ... ap ee . in 4,500 
129 5» Jagatsamachar ... eee siel LEIROE ov Ke a a la des 600 
130 9 Kala “ ics ee see] Poona 10 ee ee Do. eee eee 1,208 
131 , K&lidés ... ‘ts oe .-| Dharwar * a we. oe 250 
132 » Kalpataru... i ses ...( Sholapur ine 2 re eas nae 400 
133 , Karmanuk see iis se wee] POOMace. ove we Oe. hs - 2,000 
134 |. ,, Keral JSokil +e én ne ...| Bombay ‘vs ...| Monthly,., fe 2,000 
135 + mee 2% oe = ..| Weekly ... ‘ 8,000 
136 ,, Kh&éndesh Chitragupta .. va .».| Dhulia a a ie 12 
137 , Khandesh Vaibhav... = -» ak ae oe me |. re sis 370 
138 , Khara Prakér ... ose “ .-.| Bombay ae .e-| Monthly ... vi 2,000 
139 , Kumtha Vritt ...| Kumta i ap Oe ke ee 200 
140 » Kutumbi ... ‘ne ak lb »| Sholapur - Do. oe ' 
141 » wUokaseva... eos ool NAsik . ‘i Do. ; ‘it 325 
142 ,, Madatnis.. +i Ratnigiri i vw oe ioe 200 
143 ,, Madhu Makshika ve -| Belgaum _ Do. , + 600 
144 »5 Madhu Vritt _... is ats i ee es ‘ ae © 125 
145 » Mahérashtra Mitra... one »..| Satara ... en Do. “ 256 
146 9 Mahdrashtra Vutt 90: cee sia Do. as an Bo Do. ae 5¢ 
147 ,, Manohar ... . soe ae soe) SOMpuUY ‘a es Fortnightly i 
148 » Mitrodaya ai ee ..| Weekly ... rs 150 
149 », Moda Vritt - snd ie oh eee sae |) ere a 1,200 
150 » Mumbai —— a ee ..| Bombay 00 i — vee 1,300 
251 » Nagar Samachéar.. i“ ts os aga ye Weekly .. 150 
152 » Nasik Vaibhav ... sik kia ..| Nasik .. ms ane ies 300 
153 5, Nasik Vritt ose + eee “ oe i a sa 300 
154 » Nipdni Vaibhav ... see ..| Nipdni... ‘in Do. es bi 84 
155 ,» Nydy& Sindhu ... ine ‘it vi Ahmednagar sok ae 3 300 
156 » Panchanan a ae ..| Karad .. Do. eee ‘ 170 
157 » Landhari Bhushan ee aoe Pandharpur 08 ere a 235 
158 », Fandhari Mitra ... cs ea Re Do. Do. ses 160 
150 | ,, Pen Samdchér ...0 © ooo | exe i Te evo] DO. ws 126 
160 » Poona Vaibhav ... a ..| Talegaon Débhdda ...| Do. i 975 
161 », Prabodh Chandrika _... oe ..| Jalgaon ‘ La eee , 40 
or 2 Tee acs we we | De : 94 
163 SS ee “i * “a ..| Islampur re 2 Ae “a 300 
164 » Raghav Bhushan eee sof SOOM cee “ | = 200 
165 5» satya Shodhak as sien ..| Ratnagiri... a waa’ 600 
166 » satyavakta ee eee | Vengurlas_ te ons 275 
167 » shikshak . ine ‘ sas .ee| Chikodi on on ee 225 
168 » SholApur eS eee Shol4pur | DO 400 
169 », Shubh Suchak ... bes es ...| Satara .. bin ‘el. Aas cee 250 
170 ,, Sudarshan eee “— vee Ahmednagar ‘as soo} = DO. 10s 390 
171 , Sudhakar ae 200 a akc Nae a: 2. ge 300 
172 So eer sis or ee. x i ae ee 200 
173 » Lukéram ... ae se bai # Ahmednagar a oo ae ses 100 
174 ,  Vartddarsha uaa . bea oo} Mdlvan = >: BE 200 
175 » WVart&har ... oo iss w+ eee] Bombay ee Tri-weekly ee 7 
176 »  Vartdnidhi née AS ose ...| Poona .. a ..| Weekly .. o 2,000 
77 | » Vatandar... a a, eee Bij4pur Sie “ae is 250 
178 5» Vengurla Vritt ... eee - .-| Vengurla a ae eee vee 110 
179 © Vidya Vilds ero oe ...| Kolhépur _.. a a ae 600 
180 | ,,. Vikebipta... so s- 1. “ved BOMbay ~ cag ye ” 1,800 
181 29. Virashaivamata Prakash ...| Akalkot ” ey on. ee = 100 
182 » Vividh Dny4n Vistar... .... Bombay ..-| Monthly ... 4s 550 
183 9 Vrittasar eee eee eee eee Wai en ate oa Weekly ee eee 400 
184 +) Vritt Sindhu 2° oe8 eee Karwar... eee ee Do. eee eee eee 
185 9 Vritt Sudha eee dic eee ee Satara eee eee eee Do. ee eee 110 
186 » Vydpari .... oe ws oe .-| Poona ... & no ae ee 500 
187 ‘a Yoola Vaibhav ... cee eo cool VeOla ... oe ; Sais so 250 
SINDI- 
188 | The Khairkhah Sind ove oe ... Karachi fe ...| Weekly ... Pe 1,000 
189 | ,, Muin-ul-Islim ... «. mo ee a ae ee 3€0 
3 ad. oe ‘. Le eee ee 500 
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No. Names of Newspapers. | Place o Publication. Edition, Copies Lasnell 
| Urpv. » 
Ol (The Aleitiied: 4. «a 3s Oli“ le 500 
192 » Alam Aphroz Bambai ... ons ocof = 00 a | Tri-monthly _... 200 
ee ee ee ee ee ee coo. gee) WOORIY os. es 300 
194 »» Eombay Punch Bahadur... ve cet aes ois osc Oy tae ees 500 
196 ” India Gazette eee eee eee eee Do. eee eee Do. eee eee 1,000 
196 9 Jahanuma... oe eee eee - eae Do. eee eee Do. : 08 see eee 
197 » Makbul-e-Aalum oe ‘ss ...| Ahmednagar ... soot = D0, ae ee 900 
198 », Munsif-i-Deccan ... eee oe ...| Bombay we eee} Daily ee 80 
199 » Muslim Heraid ... is es in = ove ooo} Weekly... wee 1,500 
200 » Nayar-i-Islam _... oe us oot ee ene at Ee 6s oe Geer 
201 99 Safir... teow eee eee soe eee Do. eeoe eee Do. eee eee 150 
202 99 Sult4n-ul-Akhbé4r... eee eee eee Do. 48 eee Daily ee eer 150 
MARA’tHI AND Ka’NARESE. 
203 |The Chandrika ' Se ‘ive $00 ...| Bagalkot “a ...| Weekly ... ov 100 
204. » Karnétak Vaibhav ses re .»-| Bijapur "eek oe eee 300 
205 » Siddheshvar a ee ee ee ie ee re 150 
206 << a bbs on sibs a ...| Kérwar aa “a en as ee 
MaRA’rHI AND URDU. 
207 | The Gulbarga Samdchér ... _... oss) GEUIDOTGR ns us| WOCRIY cen tes 450 
PoRTUGUESE-KONKANI. 

208 |The Luso-Concanim ... ee ‘ioe ...| Bombay bee me Sane! oes = 600 


Notes.—A. The notices from the different Newspapers. have been collected in the Report under different heads 
which are printed in italics. | | 


B. The names of Newspapers are printed in the margin of the Report in italics, and the number of the News- 
paper in the above list is printed in brackets after the name, 


©. The system of spelling vernacular words followed by the Reporter is the san:e as that adopted in the 
Official Spelling List of the Bombay Presidency. One peculiar feature of this system is inat wnen the long (a Of 
or a) is the last letter of a word, the accent is left out, and the short a(S =u in gun) is, to prevent confusion, 
never placed at the end of a word, This rule has been strictly followed, except that when the short a appears to be 
absolutely necessary to complete the pronunciation of a word, asin Arunodaya or the well-known Mitra, it is pr.nted 
with a mark over it to indicate that it is short, thus--d, 


D, The figures giving the circulation or number of copies published of each newspaper and pericdical as 
furnished by the proprietor, are not guaranteed as accurate, and in some instances must be regarded with caution. 


q 
Politics and the Public Administration, 


1. We have fears that the acquisition of Thibet is one of the near pro- 
babilities in our frontier politics. Weshould not be 
Mr. Archibald Little and surprised that perhaps withina year of Lord Curzon’s 
a Waddell’s proposils Viceroyalty, active preparations may go forward for 
or annexing Thibet. the obiect ; . It will 
Champion (2), 4th Dec. ject in view. It will be remembered that 
hardly had Lord Dufferin been twelve months on the 
Viceregal throne when the order to seize Upper Burma was first issued. Prior 
to that event we witnessed precisely the same conditions which are now being 
slowly but steadily perceived. Newspaper and magazine articles are appearing 
and correspondents are airing their notions. These are the beginnings—the 
materials which will fan the flame of annexation later on. Major Waddell has 
already recommended a bold and brave march to Lhassa, irrespective of all con- 
sequences. It is openly talked that Russia should not be allowed to forestall 
the British in.Thibet. When military men talk in public like this, and when a 
journal of the Jingoistic tendencies of the Times of India, the only journal in 
the whole of India which defended the external policy of aggression by the 
Indian Government with regard to Tirah, endeavours to reprove, in the best style 
of the Secret Department of the Secretariat, Major Waddell for blabbing out 
things touching Thibet, which are now being well boiled in the cauldron of 
the Foreign Office witches, it may be taken for certain that a storm over that 
hitherto impenetrable region is brewing. We have even noticed some one find- 
ing a casus belli ready at hand to use. It is alleged that the Thibetans, or 
rather the Llamas, have met with contumely certain grievances or remonstrances 
of the authorities. These may be only the wishes of an imaginative mind. 
But knowing well how sometimes these wishes are converted into painful 
deeds, we must not entirely dismiss such hints and inuendoes from our mind. 
They are all precursors of the coming event, and it seems to us that at present 
we are just beginning to witness all those preliminary symptoms which were so 
much in evidence prior to the annexation of King Theebaw’s dominions. We 
may, therefore, safely say that the doom of the Dalai Llamas is sealed, and that 
Thibet, in the fulness of time, will be exhibited on our “large’’ Indian maps 
in those “thin red lines” with which students of British Indian politics are 
so familar. Thibet will be the subject of more absorbing interest to the. 
civilized world, especially Europe, than the Fashoda affair or the Dreyfus scandal. 
To what further financial straits poor India may be driven and what further 
woes unnumbered her people may have to endure, time alone will record. 
Let us hope we may prove to be a false Cassandra, 


2. Thibet has been for some time the favourite theme of our military 
swashbucklers. In it they perceive infinite potentia- 
lities of what they imagine to be Hngland’s greater 
mission to civilise that ancient land of superstition and 
ignorance, of religious orthodoxy and mental exclusion. England has nowa 
new mission to discharge—a mission which cries aloud from the top of the cloud- 
capped Kinchenganga, if not from the heavens itself. That mission is to free 
the Thibetans from their degradation, dispel the darkness of centuries from the 
- country, kindle the torch of. refined civilisation of the West, and illunzine it all 
round, so as to make them brighter and happier. Hngland’s mission every where 
is to educe universal happiness; and now India and Burma having been made 
happy, it is but right and proper, especially having regard to the impending 
changes in China, where, too, European civilisation for some time past has been 
trying to make the celestials happier than they were before in their whole history, 
that Thibet, which lies contiguous to India, Burma and China, should be made 
equally happy. What cculd be a more glorious mission than this—so righteous 
besides in the sight of God, and soextremely calculated to fulfil the principles of 
Christianity! It is not unnatural, therefore, that at this peculiar juncture, so 
opportune for the civilising mission of English Christianity, there should be 
coming forward ardent missionaries, full of deep human sympathy and burning 
tor the conversion of the degraded and the superstitious into the most Christian 
‘and civilised, to shed their ineffable light on Thibet and the Thibetans. The 
end is to shut out Russia-from grabbing Thibet, as it has already grabbed 
con 1397—3 
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Manchuria and is having its paws on the middle kingdom. It is of no use mak- 
ing any concealment of the true design of England. Thibet must be English as 
Upper Burma is and as Afghanistan shall be. The Northern Bear shall not 
be allowed to poach on this preserve of Thibet. It is somebgdy’s land now—that 
of the Dilai Llama. But it is No-man’s land like the Pamirs on the other side 
of the Hindu Kush. Hence it is England’s privilege, not only as the greatest 
missionary of Western Civilisation, but as the greatest political power in Hieh 
Asia, to acquire Thibet by any means, And who is there to prevent it? The 
Indian army is ready to go and march anywhere—be it in Soudan or in Yunan, 
be it in Thibet or in Kashgaria. Ihe Indian treasury is again full and overflow- 
ing. The currency will shortly be placed on a sound and honest footing. ‘here 
will be krors of savings on account of exchange, which might well be utilised for 
eolonising Thibet and making it as prosperous as Upper Burma has been, 
thanks to the combined efforts of that Trinity of Viceroys bearing the honoured 
names of Dufferin, Lansdowne and Elgin. And lastly, there are capitalists 
by the dozen who will be only too willing, the moment Thibet: is proclaimed 
to be British, to construct as many hundred miles of railway asthe Anglo- 
Indian merchant may want to bring down the rich products of the country to 
the metropolis of the empire. Such are the visions and such the prospects of 
those who are now agitating for the acquisition of Thibet. Is there any ditficulty 
in the way of these dreams and prospects being realised P None. For, is not the 
Lord of Kedleston to be soon among us, and are we not aware of his declared 
policy as to our frontiers ? God bless Lord Curzon, and God bless poor India ! 


3. ‘The events of the last two years have made the people of India so 
sensitive, so suspicious and so ultra-careful that they 

Fresent position of the are afraid of speaking or writing even upon abstract 
people of India with regard ideas, Action of any sort is absolutely impossible 
oe ee (29), Sth Since it is a sort of negutive life that we live. We are 
Dec., Eng. cols, | not men, because we cannot exercise all those qualities 
which make one a man in the strictest sense of the 

word—a man, because one is manly and proud of one’s manhood. We have 
no country, because though we occupy this vast continent we have absolutely 
no claim even upon an inch of it and because it is governed by foreigners 
with a sort of civilized despotism, We are not citizens, because we have 
not even the shadow of a share in the administration of the country, because 
we are political nonentities pure et simple. We are not a nation, because 
India contains peoples and races, speaking not one tongue but hundreds, 
professing not one religion but a diversity of them. This, in short, is a true 
description .of what we are at the present day. We exist—we do not live; to 
be plain, we are so many things, not individuals. ‘Though theshackles of 
dependence had brought us to this low level, still there was left in usa 
consciousness of what we once were, But, as we have said at the beginning of. 
this article, the events of the last two years have made us so extraordinarily 
sensitive that we are now afraid of even thinking of our present deplorable and 
miserable condition. If this is the case of abstract ideas, how dangerous 
must it be to speak upon so inflammable a subject as “ patriotism ’”’? It is very 
refreshing, therefore, to see a man like the Honourable Mr. Justice Subramania 
Iyer, of the Madras High Court, addressing his countrymen on such a delicate 
subject as patriotism. In a lecture which he delivered on the 24th of last 
- month at the Presidency College Literary Society of Madras, Mr. Iyer said that 
the position of the people of India with regard to patriotism was one of great 
difficulty. We admit that the difficulty of the position cannot be exagzerated. 
Patriotism and love of political independence are almost synonymous terms ; and 
for a conquered people to entertain any sentiments of patriotism, that is, a love 
of political independence, is rank high treason. And yet it is impossible to 
believe that people can exist without this exhilerating sentiment pervading their 
lives. Mr. Glyn Barlow, an eminent English writer, has defined three kinds 
of patriotism as applied to any people—the patriotism of place, the patriotism 
of religion, and the patriotism of home. Nobody will deny that this division 
of the subject is eminently rational. We shall take up the last two items first. 
Yn spite of the despotic rule of foreigners to-day, we can be openly patriotic 
and proud of our religion. It was not so once, and that too not very long 
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ago. Until the great Shivaji entered on his magnificent career of conquest, the 
Hindus could not openly show any enthusiasm about their religion. We are 

heartily thankful to the British Government for their not interfering with our 
religious affairs ; but unfortunately we are having too much of a good thing. 

In the good old days the authorities controlled the management of temples and 
other religious institutions with splendid endowments. These were then active 
forces for good. But now they have almost absolutely ceased to do their 
function. We shall now turn to what Mr. Glyn Barlow calls the patriotism 
about homes. This can be despatched in a very few words. Does India possess 

any ‘“‘homes” at all? The answer to 1 1is simple question will decide as to 

whether our homes are such that we can be proud of them. The miserable state 

of our society and the disgraceful and degrading position which our women 

occupy make it impossible for us to have homes of which we can be proud. 

We have thus disposed of two kinds of patriotism. The third is, as we have 

hinted at the beginning of this article, a more delicate affair and we must 
therefore defer its consideration to another time. © 


4. His Excellency Lord Sandhurst has been touring in Kathi4wdr and 
oe | meeting with princely reception at the hands of the 
Rare psig. Powe gag Princes and Chiefs whose capitals he is visiting in the 
Champion (2), 4th Dec. ancient land of Saurashtra. This is as it should be. 
The cold season is a happy time for touring proconsuls. 
and their promenades into the territories of our indigenous Princes and Chiefs 
are the happiest of all. These magnates are known for their magnificent 
hospitality. The poorest of them vies with the richest in showing honour to the 
representative of their common Sovereign. The rivalry is healthy, but, we fear, 
it is sometimes carried too far, and that too at the expense of the tax-payers, 
We are never told in Native administration reports what may be the effect on 
these unfortunates after gubernatorial visits are over. Perhaps it is best not to 
know it. Perhaps it is best that some after-events are left unrecorded. Sufficient 
only if it happens that the monies spent on tamashas and other gaieties are 
more than compensated by the happiness which a Governor’s visit may uniformly 
bring in its train. But even this is seldom known. However, we must leave 
this important question to be solved by the political economists. 


5. It is useless to expect any good from the tour of His Excellency the 
Governor in Kathidwar, because wherever he has 
gone he has been shown the bright side of the picture 
and his time has been taken up by hospitable festivi- 
ties arranged in his honour. His Excellency scarcely seems to have been at the 
pains to ascertain whether the subjects of the States he visited are happy 
or otherwise. It is to be regretted that the Chiefs and their Karbharis, 
in the absence of such an enquiry, always try to impress on the mind of the Gov- 
ernor on such occasions that the people are happy and contented. The tour, on the 
other hand, does harm rather than good to the people at large, because the Chiefs 
make up the heavy expenses of the reception by heaping additional burdens 
on the subjects without in the least caring to look into their miserable condition, 
We hope His Excellency will give due consideration to the matter and will ask 
the Chiefs to spend within reasonable bounds. So long as this is not done Lord 
Sandhurst will not free himself from the reproach that such a tour is under- 
taken more for pleasure than for business. 


6. Weare glad to see that the rumour about the probable appointment 
S _ Of Sir Antony MacDonnell to succeed His Excellency 
Alieged probability of Sir Tord Sandhurst has revived the question of the 
Antony MacDonnell’s suc- dvisabilit e th mie ie, Presid 
ceeding His Excellency Lord 4visability of throwing open the two Presidency 
Sandhurst as Governor of Governorships to the Indian Civil Service. The ad- 
Bombay and the advantages vantages of the present system have of late become 
of having ae mah ego rather less obvious than its disadvantages. If favour- 
pantian Spectator (*), “* itis is to prevail, it is much better to havea favourite 
sent out from England than to nominate one in India. 
But if it is possible to have some sort of guarantee that the Secretary of State 
will never fail to exercise care and conscience in making the choice, there are more 
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advantages than are apparent on the.surface in leaving the administration of the 
two important provinces in the hands of able and experienced Indian Civilians. 
The tone of the service will be raised to a higher level than at present, and 
there would be less unnecessary friction between the Goyernment and the 


people. 


7. The Conservative party is known for iis jobbing proclivities, and the 
recent appointments in this country will certainly 
73 Appointments of the not remove this general impression. The public have 
onourable Mr. Justice Stra- ‘ ; ; 
chey us Chief Justice of the ® right to demand the services of the best men avail- 
Allahabad High Court and of able, and especially in the judicial line humdrum men 
Mr. Russell as a Jadge of are not likely to inspire the public with confidence. — 
gaa Tose = g an. gg There are abler lawyers in India than Mr. Justice 
thas. coh. : ” Strachey for the Chief Justiceship of the Allahabad 
High Court. His elevation to that post will not 
specially enhance its reputation and prestige at least in the eyes of the 
Indian public. We do not suggest that Mr. Justice Strachey is intellectually 
incompetent. It would be unfair to say so, though he was very slow on the 
Bench. Cases, which would have been disposed of by Mr. Justice Parsons 
in three or four hours, he took three or four days to decide. We admit that he 
was uniformly industrious and courteous, But there was nothing special 
about him which entitled him to the highest judicial post in the North-West 
Provinces. Rightly or wrongly, it is being openly said that he owes his lift to 
influential family connections, and to considerations best known to Lord George 
Hamilton and Government. Mr, Justice Strachey will, of course, not accept 
this view of the matter, and we must respectfully bow to His Lordship’s opinion. 
But it isa pity Government should have made a selection which easily lends 
itself to unfavourable criticism. The appointment of Mr. Russell as Puisne 
Judge to succeed Mr, Justice Strachey to the exclusion of Mr. Starling must 
have been as great a surprise to him as it was to the public. Government have 
dealt very unfairly with Mr. Starling, and it is universally felt that there is no 
compensating advantage from the treatment he has received. We have a serious 
ground of complaint against Lord George Hamilton. The deplorable tendency 
that is being exhibited on the part of the executive to cripple the Indian High 
Courts and weaken their prestige and independence deserves the strongest 
condemnation. The deterioration of the judiciary in the mofussil has already 
attracted general attention, and it would be the gravest of misfortunes if our 


High Courts failed to maintain their standard of reputation for learning, ability 
and independence. 


8. Mr. Justice Strachey becomes the Chief Justice of the Allahabad High 
_». . Court and thus fulfils the expectations formed of him. 
Appointment of the Honour- For aught we know, his appointment to this most 
able Mr. Justice Strachey 28 exalted office in the very High Court in which he was 
ief Justice of the Allah- or . 
abad High Court. practising as a Barrister only three years ago may 
Mahra'tta (7), 4th Dec. be as much due to his own merit as to the powerful 
| | | support he has got at the India Office. In Bombay 
Mr. Strachey had a brief but an eventful career, and in having been able to 
preside at the sessions in the Kesari trial he got just the rare chance to be 
suddenly famous, which only the lucky in this world are known to get. To do 
justice to the man whose duty it was and will be to do justice to thousands, 
Mr. Strachey is an able man and knows his business as well as any other man 
in his ‘situation. He possesses a good knowledge of law and a capacity 
to deal witha large mass of facts. He can be patient and impartial if he 


chooses, butis not altogether free from passion or prejudice, which demerit 


of. his was exhibited at its worst in the Kesasi trial. It is this demerit alone © 
which, if anything, disqualifies him from becoming a Chief Justice. For the 
worth of a Judge is tested on great occasions, and on one of these Mr, Strachey 
was tried and found wanting. A great future, at any rate, is before him, and 
let us hope he will show himself worthy of his fortune and discharge his 
duty as Chief Justice as conscientiously as he is sure to do ably. [The 


} Kesari (185) of the 6th December expresses similar sentiments. | 


t1 


9, Mr. Justice Strachey goes to Allahabad as Chief Justice of the 
Shubh Suchak (169) onq atlahabad High Court. He hasimmortalized himself 
Dee., Ein ‘ ate in the Bombay Presidency by the very curious 
and dangerous interpretation that he put upon 
Section 124A of the Indian Penal Code in the famous Tilak case, We are glad, 
from one point of view, that Mr. Strachey is transferred to Allahabad ; because 
it would be unjust that Bombay alone should enjoy the absolute monopoly of so 
much high learning, erudition and forensic skill as is possessed by Mr. Strachey. 
All the presidencies must, by turns, profit by Mr. Strachey’s ability in the 
exposition of law, and it is for this purpose that we hail his appointment 
to the Chief Justiceship of the Allahabad High Court. We hope he_ will 
soon be transferred to the Calcutta High Court, for a man of his calibre is very 
badly wanted for the Bengal Presidency. ‘Ihe obnoxious Native press of Bengal 
has become an eyesore to the Government and is daily increasing in power, 
prestige and popularity. It wants a little correction and it will receive that 
correction when Mr. Strachey will go to Calcutta. A section which was found 
to be inadequate to cover the Bangabasi case has become in the hands of 
My. Straehey so subtle and so powerful as to include all feelings which are 
opposed to affection. ‘Then does he not deserve this lift ? 


10. The lndu Prakdsh thanks the Hnglishman and the Indian Daily 

Indu Prokesh (29), 8th News, two Anglo-Indian newspapers of Calcutta, for 
— Cee what it calls their candid opinions on the appointment 
| of Mr. Justice Strachey as Chief Justice of the Allah- 

abad High Court, and makes the following observations :—The reason why the 
appointment of Mr. Justice Strachey to that high post has exasperated us so 
much is that it is made as a reward for the services rendered by him to the 
Government in sending Mr. Tilak to jail. In our opinion, such a mercenary 
procedure is sure to produce a very baneful effect on the minds of many a 
Government servant and particularly on judicial officers. ‘The instance of 
Mr. Justice Strachey will not fail to engender an idea that a complete dis- 
regard of all principles of justice in furtherance of the objects of Government 
is sure to secure an excellent reward. Such a conviction will, no doubt, reduce 
our courts of justice to the level of houses of ill-fame, and this degradation will 
be brought about under a civilised (?) Government like the British! In con- 


clusion, we hope that now that Mr. Justice Strachey has gained his object, he 
will cease to practise servility. 


11. In spite of our difference with the Honourable Mr. Justice Strachey 
Pe a about the interpretation of Section 124A of the 
Dec muereented Vie) {ndian Penal Code in the Tilak case, we must 
admit that the young Barrister from Allahabad has 
proved an able and straightforward Judge, and that in his elevation to the Chief 
Justiceship of the Allahabad High Court the local High Court has lost a good 
Judge. With Mr, Justice Strachey, the Honourable Sir Louis Kershaw and the 
Honourable Mr. Justice Parsons the Bombay Bench would have been exception- 
ally strong, and it is to be regretted that the loss caused by his transfer will not 
be made up by the appointment of Mr. Russell as his successor, who, however, 


seems to be a very lucky person, since no one dreamt a couple of months ago 
that he would get such a lift. 


12. The Secretary of State cannot be congratulated on the recent appoint- 
ment made by him to the vacancy on our High Court 
Appointment of Mr. Luis bench, caused by the translation of Mr. Justice 
4 Ripaeell os 2 i. of the Strachey to the Chief Justiceship of the Allahabad 
vthonpion (3) “Ith Dec, High Court. Neither can we congratulate the Judges 
. of the Court itself and tie public at large. We doubt 
whether the public are aware of the professional existence of Mr. Russell as a 
Barrister in Bombay. That he has lived among us for some years and that he 
has some practice at the bar are well known facts ; but until his appointment as a 
Judge was gazetted none had the remotest idea that he could ever he called 
upon to take the ermine and sit on our historical High Bourt bench. Even a- 
Starling might have been endurable; but we must say we cannot swallow 
Mr. Russell—this white elephant of a judiciary that Lord George Hamilton has 
con 1397—4 — 
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presented to us. We have nothing to say against Mr. Russell’s personality ; 

ut we must say we cannot bring ourselves to the belief that he possesses those 
qualifications which justify his selection to the bench. We believe we 
are within the bounds of truth when we say that the entire bar, Native 
and European, has been disagreeably surprised at the ‘elevation of sucha 
mediocrity of mediocrities as Mr. Russell to the bench. Weshould not be 
wrong or considered unjustified if we called this latest appointment a judicial 
job, pure and unadulterated. Legal circles in Bombay have been simply 
scandalized at it, And so is the public. Whatever else the present Secretary 
of State may be capable of—and he is capable cf many things, as India knows 
to its cost—it never entered our idlest dreams that he would be capable of 
perpetrating such a job as this, Verily he ought to blush for very shame, We | 
are filled with dismay and indignation at the selection, and trust that this may 
be the first and last nomination of its kind. For we are quite sure a 
repetition of it would simply bring the High Court into ridicule and shake the 
confidence of the public, which it will take many a year to restore. 


18. Wow and why Mr. Russell, above all other members of the local bar, 
came to be the lucky recipient of the Judgeship 
vacated by Mr. Justice Strachey will, we presume, “be 
a mystery. Tous it seems either that it wasa huge 
joke perpetrated by the Secretary of State to show his contempt for such an insti- 
tution as an Indian High Court, to whose lot it sometimes falls to reprove his 
action, or that it was a deplorable failure of his duty to understand the responsi- 
bilities of the high office of a Judge. -Be his motive what it may, we cannot 
but condemn in the severest terms the selection he has made. We doubt if in 
the entire annals of the history of the High Court of Bombay there has been a 
selection of a puisne Judge of such poor calibre and scant merit as Mr. 
Russell, It will be an evil iy when the Russells are the majority on the bench 
of the original side of the High Court. In that contingency that Court may as 
well be closed, and let the Bombay Government substitute for it a District 
Court which may do just as well. Is it true that the appointment is a job and 
that the Attorney General had a great deal to do with the recommendation of 
Mr. Russell? If Secretaries of State are subject to outside influences and are 
tempted to abuse their high privilege of selection of Judges in the way Lord 
George Hamilton has done, then it is time that some drastic measures were adopted 
to check in future jobs of this character. | 


Katser-e-Hind (18), 4th 
Dec., Eng. cols. 


14, It is astonishing that an obscure barrister of the name of Mr. Russell, 
who had just sufficient practice to enable him to keep 
his head above water, should be appointed to succeed 
Mr, Justice Strachey. To us Lord George Hamilton 
appears to have taken into his head to do only such things as are undesirable, 
silly and improper. We must, however, thank him for having appointed a 
barrister, though a mediocre one, and not a petty European or a half-caste munici- 
pal gutter Inspector to that post. Was there no barrister in Bombay better 
than Mr. Russell ? But perhaps Mr. Russell is the son of an influential 
fathcr or may have been recommended by the wife of some high official. Be the 
reason what it may, we cannot help characterising the appointment as ex- 
tremely improper. Personally we have nothing to say against Mr. Russell, 
who may be a good gentleman ; but a good gentleman does not mean a good 
Judge. We have got several pleaders among the Natives who are ten times as 
clever as Mr. Russell, but unfortunately both for the High Court and for our- 
selves, their skin is not as white as that of Mr. Russell. It is, indeed, not good, 
after all, that Lord George Hamilton should, by making such dirty appoint- 
ments, degrade the Judicial Department to the level of a market-place. 


Indu Praketsh (29), 8th 
Dec. 


15. Ina contributed article, the Bhimsen observes:—The mighty British 
- oe uk ac rule is considered the best owing to its impartial, 
meen {88}, uA though expensive, dispensation of justice. ‘The people 
in the mofussil have great confidence in the High Court, and consequently | 
they watch with keen interest the appointment of every new Judge to it. Tho 
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18 
recent appointment of Mr. Russell asa Judge of the local High Court has 


. given rise to comments amongst. the Natives. It is freely said that in the 


time of Lord George Hamiltcn influence reigns supreme in the matter of 
appointments, and the supersession of Mr, Starling, an old and experienced mem- 
ber of the local Bar, who gave every satisfaction to the public when he held the 
acting appointment of a Judge, isan instance in point. They are particularly 
anxious to see thatthe Bench of the High Court is very strong, inasmuch as 
several District Judges, who are appointed to these posts of trust in violation of 
a rule on the subject, are young and inexperienced civilians of afew years’ 
standing. 


16. The last two years, which have been exceptionally dismal, unfold 

‘his hi ee 8 tale that ought to make our rulers blush for 
National Coneress to be held Very Shame. The powers that be hoped that their 
at Madras and the reason why high-handed and despotic conduct during this period 
Mr. Tilak should attend it. | would, perhaps, take away the life from all our 
i's Prakash (29), 8th political activities. This was 1 consummation they 
ne must have devoutly wished for. But they have been 
doomed to disappointment. In spite of the legislative antics of Mr. Chalmers, 
in snite of the digging up of abominable and old rusty regulations, in spite of 
the thunders of Sir James Westland, in spite of the new-fangled despotic legisla- 
tion, we are as enthusiatic about our great political institutions as we ever were. 
Aye, the very repressive and retrograde policy of our rulers has given a new life 
to all our activities and zest to our enthusiasm, and we may assure the powers 
that be that great institutions like the Indian National Congress cannot be 
“damned” by terrible sedition clauses or other gagging Acts. Under these cir- 
cumstances we are right in anticipating that the fourteenth session of the Con- 
gress will be a memorable one in every way. Mr. A. M. Bose, the President- 
elect, is a host in himself; and he will be supported on the platform by such 
veterans as Messrs. W. C. Bonnerji, P. M. Mehta, Ananda Charlu, Kalichuran 
Bonnerji, Surendranath Bannerji, D. E, Wacha and Madan Mohan Malaviya. 
Any country that can show a phalanx of such worthy patriots ought to feel 
proud; and India does feel proud of these noble men and true, whoare fighting 
her cause with a spirit of self-sacrifice and an unflinching enthusiasm worthy 
of the best traditions even of British patriots. But the names we have given © 
above ought not to complete the list of Congress veterans to be present 
at Madras. ‘There is yet another man who, for the last fourteen years, has 
been in the very forefront of Indian politics—a man who for self-sacrifice, 
patriotism and devotion to duty is second to none in India. Our readers 
will not find it difficult to guess whom we mean. The fourteenth session 
of the Indian National Congress wili not be complete unless it has in its 
midst the man who last year fought the battle of the freedom of the press 
with a heroism worthy of the proudest days of Athenian freedom; one who 
proved to the world that the race of Indian heroes is not yet extinct, that 
Western education, if it had taught us to prize freedom above ail else, had also 
taught us to fight for it, and if need be to suffer. The whole of India will be 
dissatisfied if the robust frame of the Honourable Mr. Tilak is not seen in the Con- 
gress pandal at Madras. Of course, there will be overscrupulous and wlira-dpke- 
waste people who will shrug their shoulders at such a suggestion. But there 
need be no discordant voice in the matter. By his heroic conduct and the 
almost stoic courage with which he went through the terrible mental and 
physical tortures to which he was submitted by a foolish and panic-stricken 
Government, Mr. Tilak has earned for himself the undying gratitude and 
sincere love of his countless countrymen. The very hatred and revengefulness 
of his enemies must have been half disarmed by the sturdy independence 
of Mr. Tilak’s character and the sublimity of his sou!. Let the hero of 
the 14th of September 1898, the béte noir of Anglo-Indians, go forth to 
Madras as the accredited representative of the millions of India; let him 
be present at and make historically famous the fourteenth session of India’s 
national assembly. The Honourable Mr. Justice Strachey has been already 
kicked. up the ladder of official promotion by a grateful (?) and servility- 
encouraging Government. Should not then Mr. Tilak be advanced a few steps 
in public estimation? Let his countrymen, in Congress assembled, receive him - 


SF eee Len 
eit 


with thunders of applause, and let Mr. Tilak fee/ that if he was the victim of an 
obsequious Judge and a panic-stricken Government, he will ever be the darling . 
of his countrymen. There is another reason why Mr. Tilak should attend the 
next Congress. There is one subject which the Congress fortunately had not to 
consider during the last thirteen years. That subject is the treafment of p litical 
prisoners in India. The British Government is admitted to be a civi ized 
Government, and yet the treatment that was dealt out: to Mr. Tilak was cruel and 
barbarous in the extreme, Let the Congress take up this subject. Let Mr. ‘Tilak 
(minus 35 pounds of his flesh) be the evidence of the monstrous cruelty of the 
way in which political prisoners are treated in India in defiance of civilization 
and humanity. We hope our suggestion will not be lost upon our countrymen. 
As for Mr. Tilak, we are sure that he will not fail torespond heartily to the 
call of his countrymen and to the call of duty. 


17. The advent of the cold season brings into prominence the question of 


Alleged waste of public 
money in the reception of 
the Sind officials on tour. 

Phenix (8), 8rd Dec. 


rasai, and we feel it our painful duty to invite public 
attention to the scandalous state of things that now 
reigns supreme in the mofussil. The tour of the 
officials is a part of their duty and they are paid to do 
it, and so they must go out on tour, whether they 


like it or not, and whether or notit is liked by those in whose interests the tours 
are presumably undertaken. But ti:e advent of an official in a village means 
the installation therein of a reign of terror and oppression, and every man- 
Jack in the village, though not every woman-Jill, has to part with whatever 
belongings of his the mighty personage might take a fancy to. The poor man 
may be struggling hard to keep the wolf from the door, but the wolf in 
the person of a peon or chaprasi or sepoy invades his house, and carries away 
his household gods, his grass and fuel, his eggs and bacon, his milk and ghee. 
The official, if of a superior rank and principles, pays, no doubt, for all these 
things, but the harpies in the way do not allow the money to reach the poor 
peasant who is the unfortunate victim of their brigandage. The official is, of 
course, kept in profound ignorance of all these shady doings, but the people 
who are cheated and swinaled by his underlings out of their dues in his 


- name hold him responsible for all their sufferings. And so they do not begin 


cutting a hornpipe when they are forewarned against an intending official visit, 
and though so forewarned lack the means of being forearmed against it. We 
are, not exaggerating matters, but are writing about a fact which has grown 
into a scandal, and which, while it is enriching the subordinate officials, is im- 
poverishing the population of the province. The higher oificials migrate into 
the district only once a year, and so the blackmail levied by their subordinates 
in their name may not come to much. But then these subordinates are at the 
game all the year round, and the people on whom they prey are reduced to ruin 
and eaten out of their hearth and home. Though the higher officials may not 
be aware of the extent to which the practice prevails, they must be knowing of 
the actions of their subordinates which are done under their very nose, and 
things might somewhat improve if they would only keep a sharper eyeon these 
greedy creatures, and make a point of offering them no encouragement, direct 
or indirect, and of never conniving at any similar wrong-doing. 


18. <A correspondent from Tatta writes :—-The Commissioner in Sind, who 


Praise of Mr. Giles, Com- 
missioner in Sind, for stop- 
ping the preparations set 
afoot for giving him a grand 
reception. 

Pheeniz (8), 3rd Dec. 


is now on his annual winter tour, was encamped here a 
few daysago. Grand preparations were being madc 
for his reception, but unfortunately the hopes of our 
worthy Mukhtiarkar and the municipality were not 
realised. Mr. Giles, who seems to have been privately 
informed of what was being done to give hima fitting 
reception, wrote to express his disapproval of the pro- 


posal to honour him as the head of the province. We cannot but sincerely 
thank Mr. Giles for preventing what was nothing short of a waste of public 
money, Mr. Giles is not fond of such pageantry and must have been doubtless 
aware of the orders of the Honourable Mr. James, who, I believe, met with a 
grand reception at Dokri when touring in the Shikarpur District about three 


years ago. 
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19. The Standing Committee have done bare justice in recording 
their high sense of the eminent services rendered to 
Praise of Mr. | the Bombay Municipality by Mr. Snow during the 
= Commissioner, Bombay. period of his service, and especially during the excep- 
wara@t (12). 4th Dec., ficnally try ie wh th +t A 
Eng. cols. ionally trying period when the city was passing 
ve through a grave crisis, ‘Throughout his regime there 
has been no friction between the Corporation and the executive, Mr. Snow never 
tried to ignore the constitutional position and authority of the Corporation. He 
was never high-handed and arbitrary. He was not given to self-adulation or self- 
advertisement. He was invariably modest, quiet, kind and courteous. When 
irresponsible critics were moving heaven and earth with the cry ‘Down with 
the Corporation,’ and clamouring for the adoption of foolish measures, Mr. 
Snow was all cool and collected. By his intimate knowledge of the feelings 
and customs of the people he saved Bombay from an impending riot in 1896. 
What happened in this very city and elsewhere owing to the absence of the 
qualities which enabled him to tide over serious difficulties is now notorious in 
India and England, It was he who took prompt notice of the grievances of 
the people in connection with search parties, though they failed in obtaining 
redress from the Plague Committee. His minute on the allotment of plague 
expenditure was a very able document, and ought to be the basis of any 
arrangement that may be finally accepted. We are sorry Mr. Snow’s services 
could not be formally acknowledged whilst he was in Bombay. But it is all 
the more creditable to him that they have been gratefully recognized by the 
Standing Committee in his absence. In Mr. Snow this city has lost a very 
unassuming but capable and sympathetic officer. We are, however, glad to 
learn that Mr. Harvey, who is said to be without a rival asa chess-player, is 
also winning golden opinions in his new sphere of duties. But it is, asa rule, 
prudent to wait andsee. For the present let us, therefore, be content with 
wishing him hearty success as the Municipal Commissioner of this city. 


Praise of Mr. Snow as Muni- 


20. The Gurdkhi, while reviewing the career 
Praise of Mr, R. H. Vincent, of Mr. R. H, Vincent, who retires shortly, hopes 


Police Commissioner, Bom- 


vie that the presidency and the city of Bombay will 
Gurgkhi (125), 7th Dec. be blessed in future with popular officers like 
Mr. Vincent. | 
Praise of Mr, Crump, District and 21, The Prekshak hi chly praises Mr. L. C. 
Sessions Judge, Satara. 


sdtéra. Crump for the manner in which he did his 
Prekshak (33), Sth Dec., Eng. cols. duties as District ani Sessions Judge at Satara. 


22. The Mahrdtta reproduces the representation made in the matter of — 
Remarks on the proposed the appointment of Mr. Davar as District Public Pro- , 
appointment of Mr. Davar as secutor by the Sholapur bar to the Remembrancer ' 


ee Prosecutor for of Legal Affairs, and observes:—The above repre- 
olapur. 


Mahratta (7), 4th Dee. sentation completely proves what, however, the Shola- 


pur bar could not expressly say therein, viz., that a ul 
jobbery has been committed with regard to the appointment of the Public d 


Prosecutor at Sholdpur and that it is a clear case for the Legal Remembrancer to ft 
interfere, We think that the present is a caseeven for the Bombay High Coutt. ‘4 
A Public Prosecutor is supposed to be the repository of law and his duty is of a far id 
higher character than that of an ordinary pleader, and the interests of both law T 
and justice must suffer if appointments to that office are made in such a recklessst 
fashion. That a. tyro of a legal practitioner of hardly three years’ standing, whors 
could scarcely command one civil appeal or one sessions case for each year ofte. 
his practice, should be put at the head of the whole bar, counting in its midstoo 
some practitioners of thirty years’ standing, others who have passed the Highyd 
Court Pleaders’ Examination, others who are double graduates, and others agains 
who have held offices like the President and Vice-President of the Sholapurge 
Municipal and District Local Boards, isa piece of jobbery which passes allb@ 
description. The Sholapur District Judge seems to have given cliquism among 

the bar as a reason for passing all the other practitioners over. The charge of 

cliquism may or may noi be true, but we shall have to regard it as a sign 60 

wholesale cliquism among the officialdom if the Legal Remembrancer does no¥!* 


give redress to the Sholdpur bar, whose claims and sense of injured self-respect 
are embodied in the above representation. 
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23. Scarcely has the legal world managed to gulp down the insult it re- 
Lite Poubtoh (3), th ceived from Mr, Aston at Sétéra in the appointment 
Deo, Exg- = of the Nazir, when another similar job is going to be 
ia | perpetrated at Shol4pur. Of course the Times of 
India has advanced his pet theory that the hue and cry has “been raised by the 
Brahmin pleaders against the elevation of a Parsi to the post of District 
Public Prosecutor at Sholapur. A complete answer to such absurd statements 
is contained in the memorial which the members of the Sholapur bar have sent _ 
to the Legal Remembrancer. | 


24, We would specially invite the attention of the Parsi community to 
a a, an article in yesterday’s Times of India on the sub- 
Purged ~_ ject of a district judicial appointment. Mr. Shavak- 
shah C. Davar, a pleader practising in the Court of 
Sholipur, has been strongly recommended to Government by tie District 
Judge for the post of Public Prosecutor of the piace, which has been strongly 
opposed by the Brahmin pleaders practising in the Court, obviously on the 
ground of race distinction. The Brahmins had the monopoly of the post for a 
number of years, and they are, therefore, irritated that it should go to an alien, 
especially a Parsi. The Mahrdttv, Mr. Tilak’s paper and the chief organ of 
Brahmins, is opposed to the appointinent of My. Davar on the ground that “ he 
(Mr. Davai) allowed himself to be used as an instrument in getting up an 
address to Sir M. M. Bhownaggree,”’ and that the Sholapur bar had been appealed 
to do this, but had refused. This is, on the face of it, a concoction on the part of 
the Mahratta, for it is a well-known fact that it was the recognised Chairman of 
the Parsi community who brought about the demonstration in honour of Sir 
Mancherji. But is it after all a. disqualification to hold a demonstration in 
honour of one’s co-religionist who had the rare distinction of being elected a 
member of Parliament P Now we will ask Mr. Tilak, in all sincerity, if he is 
not aware that his friends approached the same Sir Mancherji, whom he is now 
denouncing, and entreated him to sign the memorial which had been sent to 
Her Majesty the Queen-Empress by Professor Max Muller, Sir W. Hunter and 
others, and that Sir Mancherji, out of pity for a fallen man, lent the weight of 
his name and influence to that memorial? ‘This is Brahmin gratitude. The 
Parsis have much to learn from Mr. Davar’s case, and it is to be hoped that 
they will, especially in politics, steer clear of a community which, with honour- 
able exceptions, is given up to intrigue, insincerity. and base ingratitude. 
25. It imay be remembered that in answer to a question from a member 
of the Legislative Council the Bombay Government 
Alleged delay in the stated that a pension of Rs. 4 had been recom- 
i Pa! Re Ol Pil; wended to the family of Mr. Deshpande, the Hospital 
eres ‘Henin! Assistant Assistant killed in the Sinnar riots. We learn 
killed in the Sinnar riots. that the State Secretary’s sanction has not yet been 
Mahraita (7), 4th Dec. = received and it cannot be said when the poor be- 
} reaved survivors of the unfortunate doctor will be 
in @ position to receive even such scanty pittance as the Bombay Government 
have been good enough to recommend. It may be interesting to state here 
that nearly within two months of Mr. Rand’s and Lieutenant Ayerst’s deaths, 
the pension and the passage of their wives was sanctioned. Mr, Deshpande 
having been on the eve of his retirement, was drawing a salary of Rs, 55. 
The pension of Rs. 4, therefore, can hardly do justice to the claims of his 
family upon Government, especially when we consider the manner of his death 
and the fact that he had to die in carrying out the unpopular and harsh policy 
of Government at Sinnar. But the grievance becomes aggravated by the un- 
conscionable delay which Government have allowed to occur in the realisation 
by Mr. Deshpande’s family of even the pension of Rs. 4; and we appeal to 
the Bombay Government to expedite the matter or do the needful by issuing a 
special resolution to pay the pension in anticipation of the sanction of the 
Secretary of State. 


26. Time alone will show whether the Plague Commission proves of any 
age or not, because hitherto we have seen from 

besescealy - oaa ” connection experience that such Commissions have ended in no- 
" Gulacthi 12), ith Dec thing tangible. Perhaps the enquiry may be of some 
oe use in determining the causes and remedies of the 


9. 


epidemic, and this may be of some use in future, but we do not think our present 


troubles will be lessened an iota by the enquiry. 


27. ‘there seems to be nothing new in the evidence already recorded before: 


the Plague Commission. The Commission’s scope of 
D dea Akhbar (90), 5h enquiry is very wide, and it ought, therefore, to in- 
vestigate into the cause or causes of the discontent and 


disturbances which prevailed in various cities in connection with the plague 


operations, It ought to decide once for all what disinfectant is the best for 


destroying plague bacilli and how the plague operations should be carried on. — 


We hope leading Natives will take up the question and invite the attention of 
the Commission to such small, but none the less important, matters. : 


28, The same paper in another place requests Professor Haffkine to 


Plague Commission and . , 
a suggestion to Professor 10 place the result of the analysis and the experi- 


eae. ments he may make before the Plague Commission if 
i Surat Akhber (90), 5th he is satisfied on the subject and thinks it proper to 
ae do so. 


29. A correspondent writes :—Hubii has been a much inoculated town, for, 

| —_ aecording to the Plague Commissioner’s report, no less 
Bon an a gina than 34,763 of the population were inoculated twice, 
Champion (2), 4th Dec, and 5,286 once—in all, 40,049, The population of 
Hubli, according to this report, is 52,595, so that 

nearly all the population was inoculated, and yet, according to returns, the 
people in Hubli were dying of plague in October at the rate of 102 per week. It 
would be interesting to know what the death-rate was for August. Why has it 
been suppressed P Anyway, to say the least of it, inoculation does not show up 
well here, and it would be as well for our Government to ponder over these 
reports before further committing themselves to inoculation experiments for 


plague. 


30. A local correspondent writes:—The plague in the town of Dharwar 

has subsided, but the oppression of the plague autho- 

Alleged hardships fromthe _yities has increased. Notices are stuck up on the front 
pegue operations at Dhar- doors of the closed houses and the sepoys do not allow 
ee (45), 5th the owners to open them without the permission of 


Dec. the authorities. The Superintendents, when applied 


to, refer the applicants to the higher authorities. Itis, 


moreover, reported that inoculation has been made compulsory in the case of every 
arrival in crder to prevent a recrudescence of the plague. We donot understand 
what Act or Government resolution enjoins inoculation as a compulsory 
measure, The authorities appear to be actuated by their own fancies. Even the 
house-owners who hold certificates of inoculation and who want to return to their 
homes find that a notice is posted on the front door, and when the authorities 
are informed of the fact they turn a deaf ear to the complaint. This unbridled 
exercise of authority has proved a source of great hardship to the people. 


31. A correspondent from Ahmednagar writes :—The new rope measure 
| introduced at the railway station last week is extreme- 
Complaint against the way ly surprising. A special police officer is appointed 

in which the medical exami- {> work it out. Immediately on the arrival of a train 
mgt gf sos pote the constabulary rushes on to the platform holding a 
station is conducted. long rope, similar to the one used in tying prisoners, 
Champion (2),4th Dec. at one end of the train and forming a sort of ring 

_ with the train on one side. The chief police officer 

then moves on to open the carriages one after the other, and collects all arrivals 


within the ring. The constables holding the cord then move on, and the passen- 


gers are walked on to the gate of the third class waiting-room, where they are. 
emptied. The rule makes no exception in favour of high class Natives or 
Europeans travelling by second class. Men, women and children of all classes, 


creeds and conditions are huddled together. Exception is made only in favour 
of passengers travelling first class. The motley crowd gathered in the third class 


analyse the cow’s urine asa plague disinfectant and - 


waiting-room is examined one by one by an Hospital Assistant, and their names 
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and addresses are registered by his assistant. The sight. of the passengers, espe- 
cially of the fair ones, walking to the waiting-room with more or less heavy 
luggage, which, under the circumstances, they must carry personally, is truly 
pathetic. The chief police officer entrusted with the task is, likeymen of his class, 
always eager to assert dignity ; the insolence of his tone and manner is always 
embarrassing to the poorer passengers. To the humiliation of being subjected to 
the rope many a respectable people prefer to get down at the neighbouring sta- 
tions and return to the city by road. The measure is revolting to the feelings and 
sentiments of an ordinary Native. Some of the municipal members and mem- 
bers of the Plague Committee suggested by way of protesting that the use of 
@ rope was not needed and was hurtful to the feelings of the Natives. The 
conciliatory tone was condemned and upbraided by the Collector, and the 
gentlemen of the Committee warned to disregard the public clamour and to trifle 
with the foolish sentiment. The caprice of the official is unlimited. The 
system, to say the least of it, is altogether uncalled for and calculated to 
unnecessarily annoy and humiliate the people. 


32. The first meeting of the Bombay Improvement ‘rust does not seem 
| to augur well either as regards economy or efficiency. 
Comments on the first The first is an essential requisite, seeing how poor our 
i of the “ity of Bom- municipality has become. Special care should be 
ay Improvement fo tale ‘th this [ Trust 
Indian Spectator (4), 4th *aken not to proceed with this Improvement ‘rust as 
Dec. they have proceeded with the Bombay Port Trust, 
which is a prosperous body with limitless resources at 
its command. Then, as to efficiency, we have a right to have the best available 
hands after a free competition. In both respects the first meeting has dis- 
appointed us. The selection of retired officers on such high salaries is open to 
very serious objection. As a rule, men who have been found too old for Gov- 
ernment service cannot prove so efficient for, nor can they feel the same abiding 
interest in, the new work they are called to. Weare glad these obvious facts 
were seized hold of by at least two of the rate-payers’ representatives at the 
meeting, and -although the majority simply walked through the appoint- 
ments and other items, the opposition will doubtless have its effect. 


33. Excerpts from the proceedings of a meeting of the Bombay Improve, 
ete tk di i Trust held last week have been placed before the 
e's wg (12), *” public. That must have been done at the instance of 
| the Board or its President. There is nothing in the 
City Improvement Act preventing press reporters from attending the meetings 
of the Board, nor is there any reason why the latter should fight shy 
of them. The City Improvement Trust is somewhat of an experiment, and 
we think the Trustees themselves will admit that they are not above all 
outside light and criticism. But the exclusion of reporters from their meetings 
is likely to work harm in another way. The task assigned to the Trus- 
tees is essentially one in which all the citizens are deeply interested. They 
are entitled to know the pros and cons of any measure or step adopted or 
recommended by the Board. In the absence of such knowledge, a good deal of 
misunderstanding is certain to arise. This ought to be avoided. The City Im- 
provement Trust will not be much of a success, unless the sympathy of at least 
the intelligent section of the public is on its side. To shut out reporters from 
the meetings of the Board cannot create public confidence in its work. The 
appointment of an Engineer for three years on a monthly salary of Rs. 1,800 
was, we are told, made after lengthened discussion. A Secretary has also been 
appointed, whose salary has been fixed at Rs, 1,000. We have nothing to urge 
against the nominees personally, but we must say that this is an extravagant 
way of commencing the work of the Board. The Bombay Municipality, with 
its revenue of 85 lakhs and with its many costly works, pays the maximum 
salary of Re. 1,500 to its Chief Engineer. The Municipal Secretary, with his 
ever-increasing duties, starts with Rs. 750 rising to Rs.1,000. Why the Trustees 
did not invite applications and then choose the best talent available, as the 
Corporation has often done, we do not understand. As there wasa lengthened 
discussion, the public want to know the reasons which influenced the Board in 
urchasing the very costly services of an Engineer, who is now getting only . 
. 800 and is about to retire, for a monthly salary of Rs. 1,800. Such are the 
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practical disadvantages of a serious character resulting from ‘conducting pro- 

ceedings in camera, and we trust the Board will allow its deliberations to see. 

a light of day and not withhold them from the public, as if it were a secret 
ureau. : 


34, The Dhdrwar Vriit contradicts the statement of the Kdlidds regard- 

ing Mr, L. G. Deshmukh’s transfer to Sind, which 

_Mr. L, G. Deshmukh’s according to the Kdlidds was a consequence of Mr. 
wes Voit (119), 8th Deshmukh’s acceptance of an invitation tu a pan suparé 
Des. "party in connection with the Ganpati festivals. ‘The 
| facts according to the Dharwar Vritt are that at the 

gathering which Mr. L.G. Deshmukh graced with his presence a speech was. 
made on Mr. Tilak and his liberation from jail, and that Mr. Deshmukh was in 
the chair on the occasion, though in his remarks he did not say a word about 


Mr, Tilak, but confined himself to the topic of tne Ganpati festival. 
Legislation. 


35, It is surprising to see how some people distort history for dialectic 
purposes, The last number of the Bombay Govern- 

_ The Honourable Mr. qment Gazeile contains the full text of the speeches 
a fe gol pod cm delivered at the meeting of the Legislative Council 
TIT of 1898 tf the story 2b which the “ Adulteration of Foods Bill’’ was read 
about greased cartridges for the first time. In winding up the discussion the 
being one of the causes of Honourable Mr. James is reported to have said with 
"rhea & sei “i a reference to a criticism of the measure: “I have been 
— a somewhat close student of Indian history. I have 
studied Kaye’s History of the Sepoy War and I have 

read Lord Roberts’ recent book, and there I find that one of the main causes 
that led to the terrible events of 1857 was the belief that the Government 
was tolerating the mixture with certain substances of cow’s fat and pig’s fat 
with which to grease cartridges—a mixture which was a defilement to every 
Hindu or Muhammadan who had any respect for his religion.” (The italics are 


ours.) If Mr. James’ reading of the History of the Sepoy War and Lord 


Roberts’ recent book were correct, the Government should be in a very pitiable . 


plight indeed. But was it for tolerating cow’s fat and pig’s fat that the sepoys 
rose in mutiny? Was it not rather because they believed that Government 
had a much more active and direct part in the affair than what is conveyed by 
mere toleration ? The sepoys, ignorant and foolish as they undoubtedly were, 
were yet not so foolish as that, It was not because the Government did not 
prevent the coating of cartridges with cow’s fat and pig’s fat that their feelings 
were wounded ; but because, as they believed, the greasing was done under the 
orders of Government. The Indian people are rightly jealous of any violation 
by Government of their religious prejudices. At the same time, it must be said 
in justice to them that they do not want Government to pander to such preju- 
dices, | 


Native States. 


36, ‘Lhe Gurdikht has continued to retail his complaints against His High- 
ness the Holkar from day to day. In its issue of the 
1st December it quotes a reply alleged to have been 
given by His Highness to the protest of his Diwan 
Nanakchand against a certain order of His Highness directing the recovery of 
the cost of a building injured by floods at Badwai from a certain contra :tor who, 
according {o the Diwan, was in no way responsible for the damage done. The 
reply is said to be as follows :—“ Just as the British Government executed 
Damodar Chapekar, although the real murderer of Mr. Rand was not found out, 


Affairs at Indore. 
Guradkht (125), 1st to 4th Dec? 


so also you have to carry into execution the order issued by us in this- case.’’ 


In its subsequent issues the Gurdkhi gives more instances of alleged whimsical 
aud high-handed conduct on the part of His Highness, such asthe «poliation 
of the properties of the Bhuskutes, the Bules and other families, the imprison- 
ment of certain persons on flimsy grounds, the ordering of his judicial officers to 
pass sentences according to his pleasure, &c, In the issue of the 4th Decem- 

er the paper gives the case of a barber named Gopala, who, accotding to the 
gon 1397—6 | | 
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paper, had been ordered by His Highness to be put to death in jail, but 
whose life was saved by the Diwan’s having tendered his resignation of office 
in consequence of unjust orders from His Highness, and the Resident, Colonel . 
Barr, having warned the Holkar against such acts of high-handedness, 


37. In its issue of the 8th December the paper gives a long list of officers 
ies Cae dismissed from the State service and makes the 
Gurakhi (125), 8th Dec. —-¢ollowing observations :— His Highness is by his very 
nature extremely cruel and takes the greatest delight in the embarrassment of 
others. Though we have already given several instances of his oppression, we 
give below some others which are by far the most striking. A curtain-maker 
named Birja was prosecuted some four years ago for murder and sentenced to 
death by the Sessions Judge. After the sentence had been confirmed by the 
Council the papers were as usual sent for the sanction of His Highness, Though 
three years have since elapsed no sanction has yet been accorded. The other 
day, while on a visit to thé jail, His Highness happened to see Birja, who, on 
being questioned by His Highness regarding his guilt, asserted his innocence 
and declared that he was punished for nothing, His Highness then sent for his 
favourite, Durga Prasad, and ordered him to arrest any persons Birja might men- 
tion. Accordingly two seraphs (members of the money-lending class) were 
arrested on the suspicion of being implicated in the murder of which Birja 
stood convicted. Besides, Sidhu, asonof Mangalaji Nihalchand, a big sawkar at 
Indore, and Harakchand Seraph were also taken into custody. Similarly a 
barber named Zanan is believed to be a party to the offence and will therefore 
be soon arrested. We learn that in a resolution to be published in the 
State Gazette the public officers will be taken to task for having failed to 
take notice of the guilt of these persons. Like Atmaram who died in jail, 
Lakshman Maratha and Ibrahim Bohari who were unjustly imprisoned, have 
breathed their last in October this year. The house of [brahim, estimated at 
the value of Rs. 25,000, was dug up and razed to the ground by the command 
of His Highness. Colonel Barr, who has now come to know all these things, is 
greatly displeased with His Highness, and, as a consequence, the idea of giving 
the Europeans a grand ball has to be abandoned, as all the Europeans refuse to 
accept His Highness’s invitation toit- As usual with His Highness, he has 
now begun to throw dust into the eyes of the Agent to the Governor-General by 
ordering some of the prisoners to be released. | 


38. A correspondent, signing himself as ** An oppressed resident of Indore,’’ 
| writes to the Gurdkhi as follows:—When, two years 
ago, you used to. publish some harsh criticisms on 
the Maharaja of Indore, we vainly expected that the British Government. would 
take some notice and put a stop to his oppression. Our Maharaja is a perfect 
hypocrite and takes care to keep the Europeans in humour and thus gains 
his object. Supposing His Highness’s rule is one of persecution, is it not his 
own subjects that he is persecuting ? What wonder is there that he has ban- 
ished several families from Indore when he has turned out even his own wife 
and children? It is not surprising that he should be playing with the lives of 
his subjects, when even Political Agents like Colonel Barr encourage him in his 
vagaries, or at least connive at them as being childish. It is really a matter 
for satisfaction that he has not as yet come to blows with Colonel Barr. 
His immense wealth stands him in good stead on every critical occasion. Every- 
thing will be right if Messrs. Dhurandhar and Gupte will give up their 
selfish views fora while and pay some attention to the inconveniences of 
the public. : 
89. A correspondent from Kolhdpur writes:—-No reasonable man can 
deny the well-known fact that Kolhdpur owed its 
Plague measures in Kol- safety amidst the violently spreading conflagration 
od and the Southern of plague during the past two years solely to the 
abratta Country. " : : ) 
' Shahu Vijaya (35), ist Wise and prudent measures of quarantine adopted by 
Dec., Eng. cols. our kind-hearted Maharaja and Colonel Wray. .We 
: admit that these measures have checked the rapid 
rogress of trade, but what is commercial prosperity when life itself is in 
jeopardy? Trade might. revive, but life—a precious gift—once lost is lost 
for. ever. Ido not believe that there isa single man who would sacrifice his 


Gurakhi (125), 9th Dec. 
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life for the sake of commerce, ‘Would it then be wise to sacrifice the lives of 

~ thousands because some few persons have to undergo quarantine for ten days ? 
Let any reasonable man come forward manfully to denounce this statement 

and I shall be prepared to prove its importance. _— : 


40. We had long awaited with interest the result of the succession case 
ee |, “ which arose upon the death of the Raja of Akalkot 
with the Akalkot succession, 00 the 81st of December 1896. It is now, however, 
Mahreita (7), 4th Dec. rumoured that the Rani of the late Raja is going to 
adopt a son o11 the 8th instant under the orders of the 

Secretary of State for India, If this be true, one is ata loss to see what 
could have led the authorities to supersede the claims of Tulaji Fattesing Raje 
Bhosle, the uncle and the only sole surviving heir to the late Raja, supported as 
they have been by the provisions of the Hindu Law, the treaty of 1820 and 
Lord Canning’s Sanad of 1862? Tulaji Raje has been residing at Poona for 
more than thirty years past, and besides being eminently qualified for the vacant 
gad by his personal character, has been ever looked upon as presumptive heir to. 
the Akalkot State. We also hear that Tulaji Raje has reauested the authori- 
ties to suspend the proposed adoption pending the result of an open enquiry 
which he has solicited to be made into the merits of his claims by the appoint- 
ment of an impartial commission. If this be so the Government of His Excel- 
lency Lord Sandhurst will not, we hope, be behindhand in recommending to the 
Secretary of State for India to grant the legitimate request and do everything that 
may be needed to secure justice and fairplay in this case, We think the interests 
of the Akalkot State will not suffer in any way by the suspension of the pro- 
posed adoption. | . 


G 


41. His Highness Sir Rasul Khanji, the present Nawab of Junagad, be- 
fore his installation on the gddi, used to spend his time 

Remarks on His Highness jn the company of fakiis, indulging himself in eating 
hr gg of Junagad (K4- onium and smoking gdwja (dried hemp-flowers), and 
Kethiawadno Himayati bas received no education and is quite illiterate. 
(74), 4th Dec, He has been installed on the gddt only as a nominal 
| ruler and is a mere puppet in the hands of his advisers, 

He has been given civil and criminal jurisdiction in violation of a circular 
which was issued by the Kaéthi4wdr Agency in 1871 and which prohibits any 
such powers being entrusted to any illiterate Talukddr. Vazir Bawdin and 
Messrs. Purshotamrai Zala and Amarji carry on, it seems, the administration in 
a high-banded manner. We ask the local Government to enquire what right 
all or some of these officers have to violate the orders of the Supreme Govern- 
ment and conspire against Shahajada Edalkhanji and to get him transported 
from the State on a charge of sedition by taking Lieutenant-Colonel Hunter 
in their conspiracy. The reason of it is that the Shahajada, who has received 
good education in the Rajkumar College, Rajkot, used to give good advice to 
his elder brother, the Nawab, and was, therefore, a thorn in the side of these 


unscrupulous persons. 
Intelligence extracted from the Press. 
42. In Maharani Jamnabai has passed away a remarkable Hindu princess 


of our time, Gifted with considerable intelligence, 
Death of Maharani Jam- ghe made the most considerable of the resources at 


ss on ae tor (4), 4th her command to have the stamp of her personality as 
mii oe deeply impressed as possible on Baroda affairs, both 


politically and socially. And even long after she had 

ceased to take a direct interest in the fortunes of the State, her influence was 
being felt, for good or for evil, in more than one of its departments. For long | 
Maharani Jamnabai had the privilege of engaging the chivalrous sympathy of 
eople, such as has been rarely extended to any Indian princess of our day 
fvtch of the regard and esteem felt for her in the days of her youth and 
queenly trials disappeared in later years, but the fascination for the favourite 
ueen of Khanderao Gaikwad lingered in some minds, well nigh to the last. 
Several papers of the week lament the death of the Maharani. | 


f 
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“7g. The Re atirer Parkindn hears that several robbers attacked the ‘sheds of 
: those Khed4wals who had removed outside the town of 
Rumouted plundér near Umreth in the Kaira District, andplundered them, 

bi oa Ene Kare ay that there was a slight scufflein consequence and that 

atra Vartma'n (73}, Tth of ) h 

Deo, ; Ru'st Gofta's (21), 4th Some of them.received injuries. [In alluding to the 

Dec. . ~ same, the Umreth correspondent of the Rast Goftar 

observes that the people were not only looted, but 


some of thém were even brutally assaulted. | 


44, In a paragraph entitled “Was it Suicide or Accident ?’’ a corres- 
ee sss pondent writing from Vadtdl, in the Kaira District, 
Request to Government to gays that he heard the following strange story On 

ne : yi pie — of ® or about the 25th November a railway passenger was 
ae wea” Cette. (21), 4th detained at Anand as his case was found suspicious. 
His wife thereupon requested the authorities to 
: allow her to remain with him, but her request was not 
granted. She was so much touched on that account that as soon .as the train 
was in motion she jumped out of thé window and got herself crushed under the 
train. ‘The correspondent requests Government to ascertain whether the report 
is 5 true and to take the needful steps in the matter. 


G. M. SA’THE, 


: , Reporter on the Native Press. 
Office of the Reporter on the Native Press, 
New Secretariat, Bombay, 13th December 1898. 
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List of Newspapers and Periodicals. 


(For the week ending 17th December 1898.) 


| 

No, Names fNewspapers. Place of Publication , | Ldition. biscler ince. 
ENGLISH. 

1 |The Bombay East Indian _.,.. oes ...| Bombay oe v.| Weekly is 400 
9 », Champion... a ee yee a MS es vee 700 
3 » Dnydn Prakdsh -«-| Poona .. se oul EO, cee 3003 
4 », Aindian Spectator and Voice of India... Bombay eee a I ee bee 500 
5 », Kardchi Chronicle 63 oes .«-| Karachi see wt Ee ae oe 500 
6 ,, KA&thidwar Times e ‘si ...| Rajkot va roof Daily — oes ‘i 75 
7 », Mahratta .. pe eke ie scat ROOM os: ses ...| Weekly ,.. ‘as 600 
8 » Phoenix ... Karachi oe ...1 Bi-weekly eee 500 

9 » Quarterly J ournal o the Poona Sarva- 
janik Sabha ... as ...| Poona... oe ..-| Quarterly éaé 300 
10 », sind Times A es ie ...| Karachi oe .»-| Bi-weekly si 200 

ANGLO-GUJARA’TI. 

11 | The Deshabhakta sad iis ove ...| Baroda ste .«o| Weekly ,., J 500 
Sy ee ks a a le Oe a ee re 3,550 
13} ,, Gujarat Mitra... ies fa .o| Surat ... as wa ae mM = 700 
14 | ,, Gujardét Satya Samsher . i ae is on ee iss 306 
15 » Hindi Punch ses.. me is ...| Bombay oe a a ae ee 500 
16 » Hindusthan ‘ei eee oe ca see ee ee vi 976 
17 | 4, Independent mo oN Se ee Oo we we we 500 
18 », Asaiser-e-Hind ... ee oe o> ae sis eee ee 2,000 
19 ee ee ee ...| Réjkot... .. — ...| Bi-weekly “ 400 


20 » &raja Bandhu _... nas oF al Ainmedabad on woe! Weekly ... pil sd 
21 » Rast Goftar ia ae ...| Bombay “a ae ee 1,700 
99 5, Shri Sayaji Vijaya ae re ...| Baroda ‘i BO Gee eae io 2,200 
23 », surys Prakash ..., fe ‘és ooo OUPAt ’... ee wa Te ee 500 


ANGLO-HINDI. . 


94 | The Pandit . ... ee a men oes! EOODA ice “— eos} Weekly ... pe 1,500 


ANGLO-K4’NARESE. 
95 | The Rajahansa rn is sala »»-| Dharwar ae ooe| Weekly oe nae 200 
ANGLo-MARATHI. 
96 | The Din Bandhu ma sas i .».| Bombay a ».| Weekly .,.. oe 1,000 
27 », Dnydn Chakshu ... ae ay coef POONA ... cee cn 2 os 900 
93 » Dnydnodaya ae ee ies ...| Bombay Ae cs i 4 600 
39 », Indu Prakash _... ue a — ae. tne »».| Bi-weekly ig 600 
30 », Kdémgadr or Workman ... = oe oe cee ool Weekly .,.. ed 1,000 
31 » Maratha Mitra ... coe es a: as a a Ges a a 
32 » Native Opinion ... es ‘ds ee ».| Bi-weekly a 
33 5, Prekshak Sas < coe | Satara RAS ..| Weekly ... ae a 
34 9 Samarth ees eee eee eee eee Kolhapur eee eee Do. ee; eee eee 
35 » shahu Vijaya ie ne as um ae mee ok a a ats 
36 Sel OR ee ee Bi-weekly vee 3,000 
37 ,, subodh Patrika ... ove es ...| Bombay see | Weekly .. oe 500 
38 39 Sudharak .. eee eee eee eee Poona eee eee eee Do. eee eee 3,000 
$y », Vartahar ... ses pa si »»»| Bombay cee a i ae nS 1,000 
ANGLO-PORTUGUESE. 
40 |OAnglo-Lusitano  ... ©. a. + eee] Bombay ses 2 oe OTs. awe 1,000 
41 The Boletim Indiano ... oe mi ss — Oe: me: eg ro £00 
ANGLO-SINDI. 
42 | The Lux... am ce Sa oe .. | Hyderabad (Sind) ... ey ae 350 
43 | 5, Prabhat ... ce ore sae e- Do. eoe| Weekly .. no 450 
EnorisH, MARA'THI AND GusaRa'TI. 
44 The Baroda Vatsal — ‘amen eee Baroda OT TL Weekly rte pee : 550 
ENGLISH, MARATHI AND KANARESE. | e 
45 | The Karnétak Patré —_ oe on : eee: Dharw4r eee eee Weekly A, ‘ee ; 400 
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No. | Names of Newspapers, | Place of Pulication. dition. | Seon taal 
| | oF 
EnxeuisH, Mara’tHI, GUJARA’TI 
AND KONKANI. 
46 | The Garibdncha Kaivéri (Amicus on Bombay ies e»| Fortnightly oe 1,500 
GUJARA'TT. | 
47 |The Ahmedabad Times ‘a ...| Ahmedabad ... oe| Weekly ... pes 250 
48 »» Ajab nee oe om a Surat ..| Monthly ... es 1,200 
49 ‘. Akhbér -e-Islém . sine as Bombay | Dally . a 1,400 
50 , Akhbére Soddgar és 3 Do. el aes ae 1,200 
51 », Arajadar ... sdb Ban Baroda se .oo| Weekly .. ss 500 
52 5, A’ry& Dharm Prak4sh ... Bombay s) ..| Month ly ose ‘a coe 450 
53 9 Bhim Sen. ‘6 Do. eee “ee Daily eee ee 1,100 
64 » Bombay Samfchér mt Do. i ‘eae ke 3,200 
55 ,» Broach Mitra... ss Broach ee - Weekly os 100 
56 »» Broach Sam&chaér i aot a its it ak ie sai 500 
57 5, Buddhi Prak4sh .. S ..-.; Ahmedabad ... «| Monthly... ie 900 
58 5» Cambay Gazette . ...| Cambay 0° a we <a 110 
59 » VCBARGTA ss. ‘ vs .] SUPAG. ... ee [ie Sees - 350 
60 » Chhatrapati ..| Bombay oe veo) Weekly ... ie eee 
61 » Deshi Mitri Surat ...° be iva es one 900 
62 5» Din Mani ius »».| Broach... eee scot 5. en ies i 125 
63 » Dnydn Sudha _..., ‘is .| Ahmedabad ... vie — nee pr 200 
64 » Dny4én Vardhak ... 6 Bombay “ Do. oe se 350 
ee ee eee Do. ——— i 600 
66 » Gap tap ... = Do. oe oa Fortnightly - 300 
67 5» Gul Afsh4n re i “ .»| Monthly .. eee 500 
68 5, Hitechchhu si ...< Ahmedabad ... .| Weekly one 500 
69 , d4&m-e-Jamshed ... ‘a ...| Bombay ue Daily e 2,600 
70 5 venga -.... ...| Godhra coe Weekly 225 
71 5, Kachha Samdchér ...| Bombay see un ae 300 
72 ,, Kaira Khetiwddi Patré .. ...| Nadiad es al wai 830 
73 » Kaira Vartaman .. so} Kaira bee — Weekly . 79 
74 | , Kathidwddno Himéyati ... | Anmedabed ... . ...) De... 400 
75 5 kathidwdr Krishi ae a Do. oe sl ae -monthly 200 
7 ‘s Kithidwér a... oe ...| Rajkot © eve} Sl WOOKIY 450 
77 ee “ee ...| Baroda : ...| Monthly ,.. 1,000 
78 »» Khoja SamAchar ... = vote | SEO deal Weekly “i 
79 »» Navs&ari Prak4sh . ce ...| Navs4ri oe | ee s 
80 » Nure Hlam sed - ...| Bombay vos: . vee] DOOUERIY .. eae 280 
81 » Nydyadarshak ... so «sve ..| Ahmedabad ... as Fortnightly 250 
82 » Praja Mitra 1 so we ee ° ...| Bi-weekly ie 350 
83 5» Praja Pokdér . : a ...| Surat . ; inal Weekly ... me 800 
84 5, Punch Dand : ‘i me js Bombay a a a a ad iia 
85 » Rajyabhakt’ _... Kia cof sae Re ae oe 1,100 
86 | ,, Samsher Béhédar ji ee ak gs sal 300 
87 », Satyavakta a s = ...| Bomba e | Fortnightly oil 550 
88 » Satya Vijaya ; we om ...| NAndo ae eek ss pees 
89 | ,, Stri Bodh.. eae wt .. _ «ee| Bombay ve eae| Monthly .. be 500 
90 », Surat Akhbfr _,,, .| Surat os | Weekly . wan 800 
91 5 Svadesh Bandhu...  .., we .| Mahudha nm ae a 250 
92 , Udichya Hitechchhu Patra ...| Ahmedabad .., _...| Monthly .. 600 
93 | ,, Vaishnava.. ae .| Bombay ae 200 
94 Vishvadarshan ..| Kalra eee . ...| Weekly ais 325 
- 95 i. a mn .| Bombay aa 7 Do. e 60C 
HINDI. 
96 | The Shri Venkateshvar Samachar .«| Bombay ion oe} Weekly , SS 8,000 
K A’NARESE. | 
97 | The Chandroday& nie ..| Dharwar as « | Weekly sai 200 
98 » Hubli Patra ae ist ees} Hubli ... cee ony WO. 150 
99 » Karndtak Vritt ... = ..| Dharwar me - Do. 800 
100 » Lok& Bandhu seek: ae pee sis Do. 300 
101 », Rasik Ranjini .| Gadag ea ; Do. 200 
102 »» Saty’ Vritt Do. i Do. 200 
M aRATHI, 
103 | The A’r4m née a Bombay z ...| Fortnightly < 600 
104 » Arunodaya a ..| Chana... se .-| Weekly ... a 740 
105 99 A'ryAvart . 288 ese ee eee Dhulia, ee eae ee Do. eee ee i205 
a a a dee | Ratnagiri _... coche sal ~ 290 
107 | , Belgaum Saméchér oe He ...| Belgaum oe cool = D000 .o15 
108 9 Bhut es eee eee ee eee were eve ° Do. 1,250 
109 |: ,, Chandénsiia a ae a ee ae oe 260 
110 |: , Chandraként: ... roto ES odi one oe: ade ae 8 300 
111 | ,, Chandrodaya ... ~ ... ..| Chiplun sa Do. a 500 


Number of 


Sind Sudhér 


No. Names of Newspapers. Place of Publication, Edition. Copies issued. 
MaBa'TRI—contimued. | | 
112 The Chikitsak... . eee eee Belgaum see me Weekly hue on 750 
113 » Chitragupta |... ove oe ...| Karad .. see ; a ee sud 200 
114 » Daivadnya Mitra “a vac +++} Bombay ee ...| Monthly ... éut 500 
115 », Daivadnya Samachar .. ese a oe coe ee. eee we 300 
116 », Dakshin Vritt ... es oes | Kolhapur  .., — eee) Weekly ... vee 150 
117 » Deshakdlavartamdn eee ices a aa oes os 45 
118 », Dhanada... Me ove ..| Vangurla “ ies ier, a 700 
119 9 Dharwar Vritt one oe cool | hadrwar os wes Weekly .. ‘ 750 
120 »» Whureen ... oe ii oe ->| Belgaum eee a ae ee ons 500 
121 ,, Dnydn Prakash ... i ; eee} Poona oo a8 Pv Do. es os 1,C00 
122 » Dnydn Ségar sei ae me Kolhapur eee ee ae | x i 990 
128 » Ganga Lahari és see ...| Naésik . +. << re re 200 
124 9 Gurékhi ... sie ; o Bombay iis cn ae ie 1,500: 
125 » Gurakhi ... pS jot ee. = ». | Daily "3 ‘i 8,000 
126 | ,, Hindu Punch :. el Bes ee Oe Ss 600 
127 » vagadadarsh se oe ..| Ahmednagar ... a Do. te a 300 
128 , Jagad-hitechchhu .»-| Poona ,.. sn —a “d 4,500 
129 » Jagatsamachar ... ‘ ..| Thana... De sch | es - sis 600 
130 » Kala a ove a »+e| Poona ... is ia ee 08 1,208 
131 » KA&lid&s .. ‘ as ->| Dh4rwar ve al - Bo. , ‘i 250 
132 » Kalpataru... i“ ..| Sholaépur ‘ a ae > me ssa 400 
133 » Karmanuk one “ vee] POONAcee ove a. 2 ae 2,000 
134 » Keral Kokil - ...| Bombay He ‘6 Monthly... as 2,000 
135 « eel. vis .«-| Poona... ‘i - “—" oe 8,000 
136 5, Khandesh Chitragupta re _.ee| Dhulia so ah ae ose 125 
137 », Khandesh Vaibhav... ove oe ee. i oe ee ee er 370 
138 » Khara Prakar ave . »+-| Bombay vs .oe| Monthly ... iiss 2,000 
139 », Kumtha Vritt - ..| Kumta us ...| Weekly ... Wa 206 
140 5 Kutumbi ... os ‘ »«| Sholapur + oo ie ee - , 
141 » Lokaseva.. “es i veo! NAsik . oe ee ' ‘ia 325 
142 ,, Madatnis.. a“ . ‘s Ratnagiri a oe 200 
143 », Madhu Makshika sii 0 ---| Beloaum ‘i oe is 600 
144 », Madhu Vritt _... i ee eee is - Do. iis 126 
145 , Mahér4shtra Mitra... ove »..| Satara... i ak wee ) 25¢ 
146 » Mahdrdshtra Vritt wai eee er: ee es io ee 5C 
147 », Manohar ... as ‘eo oe Sompur ‘a ...| Fortnightly 
148 » Mitrodaya om ces soo] SAtara .. ‘ ...| Weekly .. 150 
149 » Moda Vritt ; + o> le oe i. we 1,200 
150 » Mumbai a ° ...| Bombay fn ee ow eos 1,300 
t51 » Nagar Sam4chér.. - ...| Ahmednagar ,,. ...| Weekly .. ee 150 
152 ». Nasik Vaibhav ... is ».| Nasik ... oa ae coe 300 
153 5, Nasik Vritt eee ee ree | are eo Gee ae vee 300 
154 » Nipdni Vaibhav ... oe ...| Nipani... ee Do. - 84 
155 , Nydya Sindhu ... oe Ahmednagar .. Do. a 300 
156 » Fanchanan eee aoe ...| Karad .. ies Do. cee 3s 170 
157 , Pandhari Bhushan . ‘ . Pandharpur ie Do. eS 235 
i 158 », Pandhari Mitr& ... ' 0: ne Do. Do. sa 160 
159 | ,, Pen Saméchd ... nel Ge i: id 126 
160 | ,, Poona Vaibhav ... . «| Talegaon Débhdda ...| Do. 2 975 
161 », Prabodh Chandrika ‘ o2 ..-| Jalgaon tae oe 40 
’ 162 , Prabodh Ratna ... Si .o.| Barsi ... ; | mf. 94 
163 4» rratod  ... os . .«.| Lsl4mpur : on Do. 300 
164 » Raghav Bhushan a00 “ ‘os} BMOED. 20s ee 200 
165 5, saty’ Shodhak aa © => o| Ratndgiri eo ae a 600 
i66 »» satyavakta eee ee «| Vengurla = ose aa ere 275 
167 » shikshak . eee ‘ ee »ee| Chikodi : ‘ eee is 225 
168 5 Sholapur Samachér is ...| Shol4pur me “ 400 
169 », Shubh Suchak us © = eee} SAt&ra .. é eee 250 
170 », Sudarshan ee in ae Ahmednagar ae oe oe vee 350 
171 ,, Sudhakar Jas een ee 2 ee a 300 
172 ” Sumant eve eee eee ee eee Karad .. eee aa Do. eee eoe 200 
173 » Tukérém ... ves coe oo - Ahmednagar ae cS gee eee ne 100 
174 | ,, Vartddarsha = «ws Pe i weo| Mdlvan ins or ae i wes 200 
175 » Vartdéhar ... oe ae ae ...| Bombay ‘a = Tri-weekly oes 700 
176 9 Vartanidhi eee eee eee eee Poona .. tan ay Weekly .. pm 2,000 
177 a Vatandar... vee eee eee nee Bijdpur is ae Do. eee ee 250 
178 5» Vengurla Ee ee ee eee ae * ey memes. 110 
179 9 Vidya Vilas soe ee0 coe eee Kolhapur ene oer Do. eee ee 600 
180 9 Vikshipta .. eee eee eee eee Bombay eee ia Do. eee ee 1,800 
181 a Virashaivamata Prakash = we| Akalkot « oS i: eee me 100 
182 » Vividh Dny4n Vistar... - ..., Bombay owe ..| Monthly ... ve 550 
183 9 Vriti asar . eee eee eee ooo} WAi eee eee eee Weekly ee eee 400 
184 9 Vritt Sindhu siping eee eee eee Karwar... eee ° Do. eee eee eee 
185 9 Vritt Sudha >ibasiy eee eee eee Satara eee eee eee Do. rm eee 110 
186 . 99 V yapari eee eee eee ece oe Poona es a Ree Do, aN ce 500 
187 9 Yoola Vaibhav eee eee eve eee Yeola eee eee eee Do. eee oe 250 
SINDI- 

188 The Khairkhah Sind eee eee eee Karachi ee e Weekly eee ee 1,000 
189 9 Muin-ul-Isl4m eee eve eee ese Do. ee ee Do, eee ees 300 
190 ” Ty) Ty) eee PYY) Do. ee ® Do. ee oe 500 
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| . | 
URDU. | 
191 |The Aina-i-Hind ca eee yee ..-| Bombay eee ved Monthly ae ae 500 
192 » Alam Aphroz Bambai ... oes eco} ~=©Do. ia «| Lri-monthly _... 200 : 
193 9 Azad Punch eee eee eee eee Do. eee eee Weekly see eee 300 
194 | , Eombay Punch Bahddur,.. ...  ...1 Do. a oe we a te 500 
195 9 India Gazette eee eee eee eee Do. eee eee Do. eee eee 1,000 
196 99 Jahanuma... oe eee eee ove Do. eee eee Do. cee aa eee 
197 » Makbul-e-Aalum ee she ...| Ahmednagar ... ro ae 900 
198 », Munsif-i-Deccan ... eee ion ...| Bombay ‘os eee} Daily ,.. saa 80 
199 » Muslim Heraid ... ai me al ee eee eee] Weekly ... ae 1,500 
200 » Nayar-i-Islam ... vos re a ae coe ue ae a ‘a. ei 
201 9 Safir... YY) eee eee eee eee Do, eee eee Do, eon eee 150 
202 99 Sult4n-ul-Akhb4r... eee eee eee Do. ess eee Daily ee? eee 150 
MARA'THI AND Ka‘NARESE. 
203 | The Chandrika ase ‘ee ve ...| Bagalkot aoe »o.| Weekly ... ose 100 
204 » Karnéitak Vaibhav int ine »»-| Bijapur ons a oe | eee ive 300 
205 ” Siddheshvar eee eee eo eee Do. eee vee Do. eee eee 150 
206 6 Veet den ev wa oe 3 Karwar sa ee ee ‘ea 453 
| MARA’THI AND URDU. 
207 | The Gulbarga Samachar _... ve ...| Gulbarga .... oo. Weekly oe. ove 450 
PORTUGUESE-KONKANI. 
208 |The Luso-Concanim .., — os in .».| Bombay me ooo Weekly ooo oe 500 
on 


Notes.—A. The notices from the different Newspapers have been collected in the Report under different heads 
which are printed in italics. 


B. The names of Newspapers are printed in the margin of the Report in italics, and the number of the News- 
paper in the above list is printed in brackets after the name. 


©, The system of spelling vernacular words followed by the Reporter is the same as that adopted in the 
Official Spelling List of the Bombay Presidency. One peculiar feature of this system is that wnen the long (a Bf 
or a) is the last letter of a word, the accent is left out, and the short a(S] =u in gun) is, to prevent confusion, 
never placed at the end of a word, This rule has been strictly followed, except that when the short a appears to be 
absolutely necessary to complete the pronunciation of a word, asin Arunodaya or the well-known Mitra, it is printed 
with a mark over it to indicate that it is short, thus—-d, 


D. The figures giving the circulation or number of copies published of each newspaper and pericdical as 
furnished by the proprietor, are not guaranteed as accurate, and in some instances must be regarded with caution. 
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7 
Politics and the Public Administration. 


1. One who has within a dozen years risen from the ranks to the proud 
position of a guiding star of the great Conservative 
Forecast about the Vice- party cannot but be a man of exceptional ability and 
i Aa ring distinct individuality of his own. Men like him will 
atee Opinion (32), 15th 1 : 
Dec., Eng. cols. e masters; they cannot become tools or mouth- 
pieces. Lord Curzon has already told Lord George 
Hamilton that he looks upon him only as a co-operator, not as a chief with the 
uncontested right to issue mandates that must be obeyed. Nor should the 
Simla clique expect to find in him a docile pupil, who will allow his personality 
to be merged in traditional bureaucracy. But it is in this very prospect of 
assertive personality in the coming Viceroy that our hope as well as our danger 
are centred. It is a huge force that must produce some effect, If it takes a 
good direction, we might hope for large strides of national progress and well- 
being. But if it turnsthe other way, who knows what previous achievements it 
might not undo, what seeds of mischief it might not sow? If even an esteemed 
idol of the non-conformist Liberals like Sir Henry Fowler could be so far won 
over by the exponents of the Anglo-Indian view of Indian problems as to 
become an ardent champion of the sophism that India is a lightly taxed and 
economically progressing country, and that the one impediment to her perfect 
happiness is the liberty of speech allowed to the educated classes; what wonder 
would it be if a thorough-bred Conservative like Lord Curzon developed into a 
compound of Lords Lytton, Dufferin and Elgin? A professed love for the 
country is not a guarantee, as great ability is not, that a Viceregal career will 
necessarily be a success from the popular point of view. We have, however, 
no desire to prejudge the incoming Viceroy. 


2. Lord Curzon of Keddleston seems to be surpassing himself in the 
mellifiuous flood of his valedictory oratory. Whether 
Kemarks on some recent i¢ ig his ambition by-and-bye to rival the epigramma- 
speeches of Lord Curzon. tia Di Me thn Becaubed lad of the mdent “s 
Champion (2), 11th Dec. ic Disraeli, the departed chief of the great party to 
which he belongs, or that other departed personage of 
distinction who was a poet and plenipotentiary before he was madea Viceroy, it 
is impossible to say. But from the care he has taken io polish his last 
utterances, it would seem that he has a great desire to shine as much in the 
bright galaxy of England’s greatest statesmen as in that of her greatest orators. 
The first three speeches may be classed as elegant and academic, bringing credit 
to an aspiring and ambitious Etonian, but wanting in solid matter as far as the 
stern realities of everyday politics are concerned. In his speech before the q 
assembled guests of that great monopolist and purse-proui Navigation Company q 
which has for its motto “ Quis Separabit,’”’ His Lordship for the first time descend- ; 
ed from the clouds of the abstract and the academic and endeavoured to touch 
the earthly. He desvanted on practical politics, and these discantations tell 
us plainly what we may expect from Lord Curzon. One thing is evident, and 
it is this, that in spite of His Lordship’s being posted to date, his rea/ knowledge 
of India and Indian requirements is next to nothing. For instance, when 
he talked of constructing more railways and leaving as many as 25,000 miles 
finished at the time of laying down his Viceroyalty, he showed his ignorance 
regarding the true economics of Indian railway construction in the immediate 
future and its results on the condition of the people and on its finances, 
Again, he displayed a deplorable want of acquaintance with the currency 
question when referring to the exchange problem. These two important points 
of his speech afford clear proofs of his lack of grasp in regard to the burning 
topics of the day, and the apparent necessity for unlearning many things if 
His Lordship is intent on etticiency in the administration of the country. It 
may be excellent strategy, in the presence of commercial men, to play to the 
gallery and dilate on the opening: up and development of the country. It 
may be even another way of earning cheap popularity by inviting capitalists 
to invest their surplus capital in Indian railways and other industrial enter- 
prises. But pouring capital into India for the benefit of the Englishman 
alone is not the way either to enrich the country or to develop its resources. 
It only means a further exploitation of the wealth of the people for the 
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enrichment of England. Itis a pity that the report of Lord Welby’s Com- 
mission is still in the nebulous region. Otherwise His Lordship might have 
learned from it many things which would have dissuaded him fxom speaking on 
topics of the elements of which even he is unaware. So far, then, as the latest 
speech of Lord Curzon is reported, we must ruefully acknowledge that it is very 
disappointing. It was the first speech on practical politics, and His Lordship’s 
practical politics does not seem to differ in any way from the general run of 
politicians who glibly talk of India, and even are ambitious enough to come 
out to that country and rule over its three hundred millions of people. India 
is, indeed, a great trust; perhaps, no greater trust exists on the face of the 
earth. And if the English nation were asked to-day whether it can give 
an honourable and faithful account of its trusteeship to India, it is very doubt- 
ful whether it can do so with a clear and righteous conscience. 


38. Noone can talk only wisdom when one has to make, on an averages 
three after-dinner speeches a week, in the midst 
of preparaticus incidental to a five years’ sojourn 
nine thousand miles away from one’s native country, 
It was simply impossible for Lord Curzon, in spite of his great ability and still 
greater reputation, to speak so often and so much as he has been doing of late 
without venturing beyond his own wise aphorisms about the duties of an Indian 
Viceroy. We cannot imagine a more imprudent policy to which an incoming 
Viceroy could commit himself than that of advocating the continuance of the pre- 
sent neck-or-nothing policy of railway extension, against which the most thought- 
ful Anglo-Indian officials and the leading Anglo-Indian papers, besides the 


Indian Spectator (4), 11th 
Dec. | 


entire intelligent section of the Native community, have been strenuously pro- 


testing. We should be much mistaken if, when Lord Curzon comes to India 
and gets an insight into the state of our finance, he does not feel it necessary to 
recall his hasty pledge to his hosts of the Peninsular and Oriental Company, to 
see the mileage of railways exceed 25,000 before he quitted the Viceroyalty. 
This, as has been pointed out, amounts to 1,000 miles foreach of the five years, 
that is, the entire term of a Viceroy—an extravagant estimate, even supposing 
that during the next five years we have none of those unpleasant surprises that 
have become normal to our economic and political situation. We should not 
conclude this tentative notice of a telegraphic summary of Lord Curzon’s speech 
without calling attention to the word which he used in describing the relation 
between Lord George Hamilton and himself, as Secretary of State and Viceroy. 
He rejoiced to have Lord George Hamilton as his co-operator. Not he Lord 
George’s co-operator, mind; but Lord George, his. This goes against the grain 
of the mandate theory, and if Lord Curzon acts up to the spirit of this hint, we 
shall see what we have never seen since Lord Salisbury was Lord Northbrook’s 
*‘ co-operator ” in the Government of India. | 


4. Lord Curzon, the ren Cane. has, no doubt, made promising 
7 _ speeches about his future career on the eve of his depar- 
pene CT England, but we have reason to doubt fon 
past experience as to how far his promises will be realised after his landing in 
India. We must therefore hold over our judgment for some time to come. In 
the meantime, we are led to believe from the views expressed by His Lordship 
as to the extension of railways that some disappointment is in store for us. 
Lord Curzon seems to be ignorant of the evidence given by some Indians before 
the Welby Commission, advocating the stoppage of the extension of railways. 
Extension is more profitable to the English capitalists than to the natives of 
India and is likely to make England richer at the éxpense of India. We hope 
Lord Curzon’s opinion-in respect of railways will undergo some change when 
he becomes better acquainted with the question. 


5, Better fate does not betide the Indians in Oceania than those in 
Natal. Ina recent issue we told our readers that the 

oe — the treatment judgment of the Pretorian High Court, restricting 
. Na ioe Opinion (33) Sth the freedom of Indians in that far-off land, was sure to 
Dece, Eng. cols. be followed up by similar or still stronger prohibitions 
upon Indians in Australia. In Natal the proposed 


legislation about exclusion is not yet enforced; the Australians have already 
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adopted similar laws, which have received the Royal assent! Nothing could be 
stranger than that one part of the British empire should refuse admission to 
people from another part, when in fact the principles forming the British con- 
stitution negative all ideas aboutexclusion. Above all, the wonder is that some 
of such Colonial Acts should have received the Royal assent !. Formerly we did not 
hear of any such activity being found in these colonies against Indians, and we 
could have never known it but for an article in the columns of the last issue 
of India. From the article in question it is amply evident that despite all talk 
of Christian humility, humanity and kindliness no Britisher will endure an 
Indian if he thinks that the latter trenc':es upon his wcrldly gains, howsoever 
useful the latter may have been to him. As to how the words and actions of 
an Englishman differ, we leave the reader to form his own opinions. 


6. We have geuerally no very great faith in the appointment of Com- 
7 : missions, which more often than not are like digging 
_ Report of the Indian mountains, only to produce a rat. But that cannot 
ghee Commission. be said of the Famine Commission, which appears to 
st Goftdy (21), 11th h , ft , 
Dec., Eng. cols. ave done the work entrusted to it conscientiously 
and with due regard to the gravity of the subject on 
which it was asked to report. The report made by the Lyall Commission, 
though necessarily based upon the principles laid down by the Commission ap- 
pointed in 1878, is in many respects an improvement upon its predecessor, and 
if unfortunately a decade hence, as is generally the case, another famine were 
to occur, the authorities have only to follow the directions and recommenda- 
tions made in the report to steer clear of the difficulties incidental to the dis- 
tress. Before the advent of the English in India the oft-recurring famines 
were responsible for the loss of some krors of human lives, the succeeding 
famines occurring during the British regime being less destructive. The loss 
of life during the famines of the early seventies was, on account of the intro- 
duction of railways and other facilities of inter-communication, reduced to 
much under a kror, and though the number of the dead during the famine of 


1896 did not exceed a lakh, it is quite possible that, guided by the report of the — 


Lyall Commission, the loss of life would in future be reduced to a minimum. 
The report, on the whole, is as able as it is exhaustive, and let us hope that with 
its aid future famines will be combated by the authorities with great facility 
and greater confidence. 


7. With reference to the class of day-labourers and unskilled artizans the 

Indian Spectator (4), 11th Commission observe :—“ So far as we have been able 
Osos eltaat Ma to form a general opinion upon a difficult question 
from the evidence we have heard and the statistics 

placed before us, the wages of these people have not risen in the last twenty 
years in due proportion to the rise in prices of their necessaries of life......... 
Far from contracting, it (this class) seems to be gradually widening, particularly 
in the more congested districts.” Even in the case of the skilled artizan, 
the increase, as the figures show, has not at all been commensurate with the 
increase in prices, so that the observation of the Famine Commission might be 
extended to him as well. We need not pause now to deduce the moral of this 
steady and rapid increase in prices, unaccompanied by an equally rapid increase 
of wages. Unless one is prepared to substitute one’s predilections for facts, 
it is not easy to put one’s finger on some one circumstance as being the 
cause of the disparity. If the increase in wages be held to be not altogether 
explicable by the economic conditions alone, without taking into consider- 
ation the influx of foreign capital, it will have to be borne in mind that the 
increase in prices, such as it has been, must labour under the same disability. 
The fact that there is such a disproportion between prices and wages is, how- 
ever, of serious economic as well as political significance. The Commission 
observe that the class of unskilled labourers is expanding, not contracting, <A 
certain increase in their number is, of course, to be attributed to the normal 
growth of the population, Beyond that, an increase can only mean a falling off 
in the class of peasant proprietors. The land revenue policy of Government must, 
to a considerable extent, be held responsible for this disastrous dislocation of the 
class of small land-holders. And this fact is made an instrument of self-aggrandise- 
ment at the expense of these unfortunate people, by the very classes who profess 
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to plead for the rayats at political gatherings. We do not complain’ that they 
invest the fortunes they make in landed property. We simply state a fact when 
we say that the descent of the small rayat to a day labourer will, if examined, 
bear some specific relation to the growth of the professional man into a landlord. 
Sir Arthur Havelock, in one of his speeches during his last tour, replying to the 
request of a missionary agency fora grant of some Government waste lands 
to the Pariahs, said that it was to the interest of Government that landed 
property should as much as possible be in the hands of people who had capital, 
This is quite right from the Government point of view as well as that of 
abstract political economy. But in a country where from time immemorial 
the Jand has been the capital of vast numbers of the population, a transition 


‘such as that above indicated is bound to prove a great hardship. 


8. The Commission appointed to enquire into the famine operations of 

. last year has fulfilled the purpose for which it was 

as en oe appointed, as it has bestowed unstinted praise on the 
officers entrusted with the work of relief. So far, 


however, as Bombay is concerned, the credit of relieving the distress of the last 


famine ought, in our opinion, to be first given to the Poona Sarvajanik Sabha 
and then to the officers of the Government. The proper business of such a 
Commission would have been to ascertain the real causes of the frequency of such 
famines and to enquire into how the Famine Insurance Fund of the last twenty 
years has been spent and why the recommendations of the last Famine Commis- 
sion have not been varried out. Though India is regarded as the brightest jewel 
in the British diadem, and though it has made England rich and powerful, the 
present report proves beyond doubt that it is the most impoverished country 


in the world. 


9. Whenever the Governor goes out in the cold season on an annual tour, 

it is believed that his tour combines both duty and 

His Excellency Lord Sand- pleasure—pleasure more than duty. At least such 
yay the ‘a'r ly. Ti ,, was the case about twenty years ago. ‘Times are now, 
gf Bog. omy ’ “~~ however, quite changed. The Governor has now, 
besides presiding at every social and festive function, 
to settle numerous Important questions between one Native State and another, 
and between the Political officers and the various Chiefs in the province, and 
there is, in fact, more business transacted on the spot tlan can ever be accom- 
plished by redtapeism during the whole tenure of his office. The numerous 
speeches made by His Excellency during his brieistay in Kathiawdr provide 
ample proots of his deep study of the various important questions affecting the 
vital interests of the States he visited, and of the harmony and good-feeling 
prevailing between the Political Agent on the one hand and the Chiefs 
on the other. There appears no discordant note in the administration of 
the States, whose Chiefs are now quite alive to the desirability and necessity 
of ruling their territories on the British lines, There seems to bea general 
healthy competition among the various Chiefs to excel each other, the envy and 
jealousy of former days having given place to friendly feelings and good- 
fellowship among them, It was only about fifty years ago that Kathidwar 
was considered to be a sink of iniquity and everything inhuman and depraved, 
but thanks to the British rule, the blood-feuds and the general wickedness of 
those days have disappeared under the powerful influence of the predominant 
power, and every State in Kathiawdr can now boast of public institutions and 
advancement of a general character, which have made the country what it is 
at present. The Governor’s visit has no doubt strengthened the bonds of friend- 
ship and inspired mutual confidence, and no far-seeing and deep-thinking mem- 
ber of the general public will grudge a little expenditure from the coffers of 
the State for the accomplishment of such a great and grand object. His Excel- 
lency the Governor (very rightly congratulated the Chiefs of Bhdvnagar and 
Gondal on the great improvements they have made in their respective States, 
and we are sure that the whole of the presidency will join His Excellency in 
his congratulations to the Chiefs, whose example may safely be imitated in every 


respect not only by the other Chiefs of K4thidwdr, but by all the rulers of 
States, wherever they may be. | 
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10. The evidence hitherto given before the Plague Commission contains. 
nothing more than the usual generalities about dis- 
Comments on the evidence infection and segregation and vacating of houses— 
— ye lague Com- sybjects of which the public have now heard ad 
"‘Dnya'n Praka'sh (8), 12th "™auseum. The witnesses were mainly officials engaged 
Dec., Eng. cols. in active plague work, and their experiences have 
_ been productive of no solid or substantial advantage 
to science. Thus the labours of the Commission might as well have been 
spared. All that the witnesses actually said and much more in the same strain 
could very easily have been found by Lord George Hamilton if he had cared 
to look through the files of any Indian newspaper for the last three years, 
Oddly enough, Dr. Blaney, whose views have always exhibited the merit of an 
open mind keenly anxious to get correct data and sound conclusions, was not 
one of the witnesses examined, and we are at a loss to know the reason of his 
absence. It would be interesting to know if he was invited to give evidence, 
or whether the Commission is so far blinded by official prejudices as to shut 
out light from non-official sources. We do not also know why men like Drs. 
Choksey and Kher, who had in their hands the management of large plague 
hospitals, were not forthcoming before the Commission. We wondered what 
Messrs. DuBoulay and Vincent could possibly have to say on a medical 
question, and our anticipations have been fully realised, so far as we could 
judge from the evidence published in the Times of India, The latter gentle- 
man seems to have restricted himself to stating his opinion that the plague 
did not originate in Bombay, and that its appearance was due to the influx of a 
large number of Sadhus in Bombay from Kumaon, which is said to be a plague 
centre in the Himalayas. This influx took place in May, June and July of i 
1896. We wonder this influx of Sadhus was never noticed before as having i 
been in any way connected with the breaking out of plague in Bombay. i 
We suppose the theory of an importation from Arabia and Africa and Hong- 
kong having received its gwetus, this new theory about Kumaon will also 
share the same fate after ashort duration. It is also delightful to learn 
from such a resronsible official as Dr. Weir that he had believed in the existence 
of plague in Bombay before Dr. Viegas drew his attention in the Corporation. 
Why did he not then immediately raise the alarm and warn the Corporation at ‘1 
once of the dreadful enemy having appeared among them? If Dr. Weir really i 
believed in the existence of plague, his silence in the matter was, in our opinion, i 
nothing less than grossly culpable in a medical man of his standing. Not only 
did he not raise the alarm, but (if we mistake not) scouted the idea of plague 
for some time after the ,warning of Dr. Viegas, thus losing a fine opportunity 
of nipping the disease in its bud at its first appearance. 


11. The Plague Commission held its sittings for about a week in Bombay 
and examined a few medical officers and others who 
were concerned with the plague operations in the city. 
The composition of the Commission is as it should be. . 
Dr. Fraser, the chairman, seemed to be a strict disciplinarian and was very 
liberal in extending courtesy to the several witnesses examined before the Com- 
mission. While Drs. Ruffer and Wright examined and cross-examined the 
several witnesses froma medical and scientific point of view, Messrs. Hewett 
and Cumine, who are both Oivilians, put them questions from a practical point 
of view, and those who watched the proceedings can say that, as far as the 
examination of the witnesses went, it was all that could be desired. But the 
question is whether the enquiry, such as it was held in Bombay, was of an 
exhaustive character. We have not the slighest hesitation in giving the reply in 
the negative. The Commission took down the evidence of almost all the official 
witnesses, without calling upon any of the outsiders, who took an active part in 
the discussion of plague measures in the public press, and whose experience was 
onposed in several particulars to those of the official classes. ‘There has been 
ever since the breaking out of the plague a serious conflict of opinion between 
the officials and some of the members of the public as to the manner and 
measures adopted for the palliation and extermination of plague, and it 
cannot be denied that, in the somewhat heated controversies carried on in 
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the columns of newspapers, the latter oftentimes carried conviction even to 
the unyielding and unwilling officials, who were in many instances compelled 
to resort to measures recommended by their opponents. It must be admitted 
at once that the officials had at first no practical Keowlehas ofexperience of the 
plague, but at the same time it cannot be gainsaid that some of these officials 
lost their heads over the epidemic, and obstinately pursued a policy which, 
without palliating the rigour of the plague, unnecessarily harried and harassed 
the suffering population of the presidency. The services rendered to the city 
at such a juncture by Dr. Blaney, than whom there is not a more experienced 
medical practitioner in Bombay, were as unique as they were conducive to the 
pacification of the over-excited and panic-stricken public mind. It was Dr. 
Blaney who fought tooth and nail with these officials, and though numerically 
they were more than a match for him, the dauntless doctor, by persistent per- 
severance, force of argument and superior experience, eventually brought 
them round to his way of thinking, and showed that the course they pursued 
was directly opposed to the interests of the suffering public. And yet, for 
reasons best known to the Commission and those whe instructed it, the one man 
who had everything at his fingers’ ends, and who had studied the rise and progress 
of the plague in all its phasesand stages, was not asked to give his evidence, which 
would have thrown a considerable side-light on the actions of the officials, and 
enabled the Commission to arrive, at the end of their labours, ata correct 
conclusion in a matter of such graveimportance. From an officer placed in the 
position of the Surgeon-General to the Government of Bombay it. was ex pected 
that he should deal with the subject in all its aspects, medical as well as 
scientific, but the halting and hesitating manner in which he gave his evidence 
as regards questions of administration affecting his department only was, to say 
the least, very disappointing. The Commission could not elicit from this 
witness anything in the way of scientific investigation or research made in 
respect of the epidemic. The next important witness examined before the 
Commission was Mr. Vincent, our energetic Commissioner of Police, who gave 
it as his opinion that the plague was brought into the city by some of the Sadhus 
(ascetics) who came from Kumaon in the Himalayas, but this theory, like 
numerous other theories expounded by Mr. Vincent and others, cannot hold 
water. We have had many theories expounded during the last three years, 
but, as stated by Professor Haffkine and other witnesses, the origin of the 
plague is enveloped in mystery, and we are afraid that it will for all time 
remain inscrutable and obscure. Nobody can say how and whence it comes 
or why and when it disappears. 


12. Alluding to the Plague Commission which is at present Visiting 
eo different parts of India, the Dhdrwdr Vritt says :— 

‘: — Vritt (119), Phe Plague Commission, which will absorb nearly two 
lakhs of the people’s money in travelling and other 
expenses, is sure to prove of no use, as it does not enter into the important points 
of the enquiry, viz., the defects of the measures adopted by Government, the 
causes which led to the disturbances at various places and the hardships 
people were put to owing to the insolence and carelessness of the executive officers. 
If the labours of the Commission are to be of any use, some of the Natives should 
be called as witnesses and examined. Even if the scope of the enquiry be limited 
to the symptoms and remedies of the disease, we do not understand why Native 
physicians, some of whom have cured several plague cases at Bombay, Poona 
and other places, should not be asked to explain their ways of treatment. It 
should also be ascertained whether native disinfectants, such as cowdung, &c., 
are likely to prove less costly than the English ones. Fears are also entertained 
about the dilatory manner in which the work of the report is usually done by 
the Commissioners after their enquiry is over. We were struck to see the other 
day that not a single Native should be included in the list of witnesses to be 
examined at Bangalore—not even the indefatigable Plague Commissioner, Mr, 


Madhavrao. 


13. In the mass of evidence taken by the Plague Commission during its 
sittings at Bombay, we consider the-statement made 


Gujarati (12), 11th Dec, by Dr. Weir, Health Officer, and Mr, Vincent, Police 
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_ Commissioner, to be very weighty owing to their close acquaintance with the city 
and iis people. The evidence of Dr. Weir may not perhaps be based on 
actual facts and figures, but there is not the least doubt that even the theory 
he propounds deserves our utmost consideration, Dr. Weir’s opinion regarding 
the origin of the outbreak of plague is based on empty surmises. However, if his 
opinion about the bubonic plague being imported through grain once finds favour 
with the European nations, they will cease to deal with usin grain, If again it 
be true, as Dr. Weir seems to allege, that the rich are more responsible for the 
spread of the epidemic than the poor, we fail to understand why the poor 
should be unnecessarily harassed. We ciffer from Dr. Weir in the suggestion 
he makes, viz., that magisterial powers should be given to municipal autho- 
rities, as it would be running a great risk to do so, unless the municipal servants 
prove themselves to be honest. In the same way, we hesitate to support the 
opinion of Mr. Vincent regarding the importation of plague by pilgrims from 
the Himalaya to Bombay. Ifthe visit of some Sachus to this city had anything 
to do with the origin of the plague, we cannot see why it should have caused the 
evidemic in this city alone and not in the other places which they visited. More- 
over, the residents of the Mandvi ward are generally Jains who do not care for the 
Sadhus. ‘The Comnnission has finished its work here, but so far as we can see 
it does :iot seem to have come to any useful conclusion. 


14, It is really a matter for satisfaction that the merits of the Chiefs, their 
Karbharis and other officers have been appreciated and 
Recommendation to Gov- rewarded by Government by bestowing on them titles 
ernment in connection with and honours, but when undeserving persons happen 
the bestowal of titles and Ly ten venhidente of = ‘tie vee 
honours on Chicfs and others. 0 be recipients of such honours, people desire that 
none - gome discretion should be used in the selection of 
Kdthidwadno Hrmdyati 3 
(74), 11th Dec. persons for honours, Some of them often become 
elated with the honours conferred upon them and 
indulge more and more in their unjust and oppressive acts, as is seen from 
the instances of His Highness the Thakor of Morvi, Rao Bahadur Dr. Thakur- 
das Kikabhai, Assistant Surgeon, Wadhwan Camp, and Mr. Purshotamrai 
Zala (?). Itis highly desirable that the authorities should select for honours 


those who are really deserving. 


15. The Indu Prakdsh gives a brief resumé of Daniel O’Connell’s case 
and an extract from the speech of Lord Macaulay 
Mr. Tilak’s case compared made in the House of Commons condemning the 
to that of O’Connell’s. ~~ action of Gavernment in prosecuting the Irish leader, 
D =. el pee sh (29), toth and observes:—The authorities in India have learnt 
Ce eS nothing from O’Connell’s case. This was conclu- 
sively proved by the famous Tilak trial. Mr. Tilak—the Honourable Mr. 
Tilak as the whole of India will ever call him in spite of his having picked 
oakum for twelve months—was exactly in the same position as the great 
Daniel O’Connell. Mr. Tilak’s conviction,’although it made him a convict, 
still, like O’Connell’s, made him also a hero, And in every way Mr, Tilak’s: 
case bears a striking resemblance to that of the great Irish gladiator. O’Connell 
was convicted by a jury, a majority of which were Protestants—his enemies. 
Mr. Tilak was convicted by a jury, a majority of which were Anglo-Indians— 
his enemies. As in O’Connell’s case, so in Mr. Tilak’s, it was the letter of 
the law that was followed, not its noble sprit. Like O’Connell, therefore, 
if Mr. Tilak was a convict, he was also a martyr; and therefore, just as 
O’Connell’s name is enshrined in the heart of every Irishman, so also Mr. Tilak’s 
name should be and is bound to be enshrined in the heart of every true son of 
India. O’Connell’s heroic conduct served as a noble example to the genera- 
tions that came after him. And we havenottheleast doubt that Mr. Tilak 
will prove to be the beacon guide to the generations of Indians coming after 
him, who will continue the struggle which the present generation has commenced 
—a struggle which is bound to be crowned with success in the long run, 
O’Connell is not yet forgotten by his countrymen—he will never be forgotten 
by them. We wish that Mr. Tilak and the magnificent service which he 
rendered to his country last year should not be forgotten by his countrymen, 
It was to impress this fact — the attention of our countrymen that we onl 
last week suggested that Mr. Tilak should be elected a delegate to the 14t 


-14 


National Oongress by all the important towns and cities of India. To-day we 
have referred to the case of the great Irish Tribune only to point out that a 
disinterested patriot loses nothing and ought to lose nothing by having spent a 
few months or years in jail while fighting constitutionally for the welfare of his 
mother-land. Ireland has not yet reached her goal, but since justice is on her 
side there is no doubt that she will one day do so. To-day things are looking 
dark enough for India. But they will soon begin to wear a brighter aspect and 
all those owe poten which are agitating to-day the three hundred 
millions of India will be realised. It may not be in the course of the next 
decade; but that the day is not very far off is certain. When that day comes, 
let India and her sons be as grateful to the memory of Mr. Tilak as the sons of 
Erin are grateful to-day to the memory of the great Daniel O’Connell. 


16. The Times of India is hard upon the Bombay High Court on the 
ground that it fails to exercise strict supervision upon 
The Bombay Government, the District Judges who are subordinate to it, and that 
and not the Bombay High . age ae ° 
Court said to be responsible it does not bestir itself to maintain the prestige and 
for the alleged inefficiency influence of that subordinate judiciary which is headed 
. of the District and Assistant by the District Judges; but, in our opinion, the Gov- 
J got Suchak (169), 9th ernment is more to blame in this matter than the 
Dec., Eng. cols. High Court, because the appointments of the District 
Judges and Assistant Judges are solely in the hands of 
the local Government. The High Court is of course consulted in such matters, 
but it is more a matter of courtesy than anything else. Those who are conver- 
sant with the way in which appointments in the Judicial Department are 
made are aware that Assistant Collectors of some two or three years’ stand- 
ing are appointed Assistant Sessions Judges, who exercise the highest powers 
in all criminal cases except in those of murder. In civil cases they are invested 
with appellate powers generally within six months of their appointment as Assist- 
ant Judges. As appellate Judges they have the power to reverse the decisions of 
the First Class Subordinate Judges of twenty or twenty-five years’ standing. 
It is then no wonder that instances of miscarriage of justice occur every 
now and then. In nearly 80 per cent. of cases the decisions of the District 
Judges and Assistant Judges are reversed in the High Court and those of the 
Subordinate Judges are confirmed. The High Court has to carry on the adminis- 
tration of justice with the raw material that is placed at its disposal by the 
local Government. If the prestige of the Judicial Department is lowered in 
the estimation of the public at large, it is due more to the indiscreet policy of 
the Government than to any lack of supervision by the High Court. If there 
are any Government officers who are animated by a high sense of ony and 
responsibility, they will be found within the precincts of the High Court. 
None is more conscious of the inefficiency of the mofussil judiciary than the 
Judges of the High Court. Why does not the Government make it compulsory 
upon the Assistant Judges to dispose of original suits for a period of at least five 
years? We have seen inexperienced Assistant Judges betraying an ignorance 
of the most fundamental principles of law, and notwithstanding all that, exer- 
cising appellate powers and reversing the decisions of Subordinate Judges on 
very flimsy grounds. - 


17, By the retirement of Mr. Winchester, Commissioner of the Southern 
| Division, this presidency has been deprived of the 
Mr. Winchester, late Com- services of an officer whose high qualities, although 


missioner, 8. 1). praised and not trumpeted before the world in the usual way, 
his retirement from service 


regretted. deserve acknowledgment at the hands of the public. 

Gujarati (12), 11th Dec. He was an experienced officer, who was anxious to 
Eng. cols. know the people, and understand their wishes and 
a feelings, their grievances and difficulties. He was 


courteous and kind towards subordinates, and his heart was with the people. 
He had too great respect for his convictions to sacrifice them to please his official 
superiors. It is well known that officers who stand for a more lenient treatment 
of the people in administrative measures connected with forests, abkdri and 
land revenue do not stand the chance of being placed in the category of efficient 
and energetic administrators, This test for determining the comparative merits 
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of executive officers had full play in the administration of the Famine Code, and 
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the public are not unaware of one or two instances in which the officers concerned 
had, it is said, either to obtain their release from an unpleasant situation by getting 
themselves transferred to a district where their views called for no practical 
action or to retire from theservice. How this cast-iron administrative system un- 
consciously influences the career of many well-meaning and capable officials we 
need not stop to enquire. They have to work in a prescribed groove and they can- 
not help doing so. There are, however, somewhat stiff-necked officers like Mr. 
Winchester who are conscientious enough to stand by their convictions. They 
might be liked by the people, but do not come out well in blue-books or admi- 
nistration reports. If rumour speaks true, Mr. Winchester might; have conti- 
nued longer in service, had he been less staunch in his views regarding forest 
matters. How far his recommendation that Mr. Deshmukh should be placed 
in charge of the plague measures at Dharwar, and how far his view that the 
latter did no wrong in accepting a courteous invitation for a pan supari party 
in connection with a Ganpati mela, have had to do with his retirement it is use- 
less to speculate in the absence of full and reliable information. But there is 
undoubtedly a general belief that in Mr. Winchester the people have lost a 
conscientious officer and a sympathetic friend and well-wisher, who tried to 
understand them and did not shrink from pleading for them. 


18. In reference to the transfer of Mr. L. G. Deshmukh to Sind, a corres- 
pondent from Dharwar writes to the Dnydn Prakash 
: ro - Pa Deshmukh’s ag follows :—It was a mere nor — imagination on 
ee Bos _, the part of the Kalpataru that the retirement of 
a de eee he Mr. Winchester. nah event took place simultaneous- 
ly with the transfer of Mr. L. G, Deshmukh to Sind, 
was construed as a consequence of his recommendations with regard to Mr. 
Deshmukh being rejected by the Government. The Kalpataru is also wrong 
in maintaining that the transfer was made on Mr. Cappel’s report informing the 
Government of Mr. Deshmukh’s accepting pan supart at a Ganpati festival. 
Really speaking Mr. Deshmukh not only attended a pun supart party, but 
presided over a meeting at which showers of praise were bestowed on Mr. ‘Tilak. 
We fail to see how the Mahritta of Poona, the Kalidds of Dharwar and several 
other newspapers in the presidency were misled by the statements in the 
Kalpataru. As for the retirement of Mr. Winchester, it may be well to 
remember that the event was talked of as certain from the time he was holding 
the post of the Collector of Sdtara. In short, Mr. Deshmukh’s presence at a 
pan suport party during the Ganpati festivals is not the cause of his transfer 
to Sind, and the retirement of Mr. Winchester has nothing whatever to do 
with Mr. Deshmukh’s transfer. 


19. A correspondent writes:—In connection with the question of pur- 
So chasing two new engines for the Hyderabad water 
bo ee ts works, I read in the columns of your Bunder Road 
Hyderabad water worksand Contemporary that the municipality has resolved to 
Mr. Pottinger, Sanitary purchase two new engines costing Rs, 72,000 through | 
Engineer to the Bombay Mp, Pottinger, Sanitary Engineer to the Bombay 
pe A) 10th Dec Government. Even “the order for the new engines 
ia ie has gone to England through Mr. Pottinger, who has 
shown great eagerness for their immediate purchase and has been painting the 
horrors of a break-down of the present engines at Gidu in very vivid colours.” 
The italics are mine. Now what I want to know is this, whether or not 
Mr. Pottinger will receive any commission on the order he has sent to England. 
If he does not, well and good. But if he does, is it not the plain duty of Gov- 
ernment to interfere and forbid him from receiving any such emoluments ? 
Supposing the rate to be so low as 1 per cent., Mr. Pottinger will be entitled to 
a sum of Rs. 720, by no means asmall sum. A smaller sum than this is apt to 
influence the decision of men in such cases. For aught I know, Mr. Pottinger 
may be a very good and conscientious man, but how can we guarantee about 
the honesty of his successors and other men holding similar posts ? And why this 
hurry ? For his fair name and reputation, if for nothing else, Mr. Pottinger 
should have refused to take such a work upon himself, and the municipality 
could have easily engaged some other competent man to order the required 
engines from England and have them set up at Gidu. 
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20. The local mortuary returns for the last four or five weeks show that 
Ren CE TY eae a plague is gradually increasing and that it is therefore 
Bhimsen (53), 15th Dec, PYOper that the authorities and the people should 
: at once concert measures to sujpress it. It is, 
however, surprising to find that the opinions of the authorities are in- 
consistent in this connection. As an instance in point, Dr. Weir, in the 
course of his evidence before the Plague Commission, stated that in his opinion 
the epidemic did not attack those who walked about in mud. His Excellency 
Lord Sandhurst, on the other hand, advised the members of the Plague Com- 
mittees of the Bhuleshwar ward who were invited last Monday to an “ At Home” 
at Government House, not to walk barefooted, as there was danger of persons 
being attacked with plague cn that account. Then again the notification 
issued by Mr. Harvey, the Municipal Commissioner, prohibiting persons from 
infected localities going to Mahalakshmi, Malabar Hill and other places seems to 
be in direct contradiction to the notification issued last October by His 
Excellency Lord Sandhurst freely allowing people to go wherever they liked 
in Bombay and Salsette. Isit to be supposed from this that the previous notifi- 
cation has been cancelled? The present notification, instead of checking the 
spread of the epidemic from one locality to another, will only increase the 
anxiety of the people. It is highly desirable that there should be no 
inconsistency in the orders issued by authorities, who should introduce only such 
measures as will keep the people contented and pleased. 


21. The Jagadhitechchhu deems it extremely unjust that Government 
should, in their zeal to keep the hill-station of Mahab- 

Mahabaleshwar and the Jeshwar totally free from plague, resort to measures 
pager — in con- pressing unusually hard upon the people. People 
— sndhitethch bu (128), 10th residing in the Mahad and Wai districts and desirous 
Dee. ee of going to the Konkan by the Mahableshwar road are 
refused passes by the Magistrates and are asked to go 

via Chiplun or Bombay. Being naturally surprised to see that a road built 
by the Public Works Department with public money should be barred 
against them, the people are gradually losing their confidence in the sense 
of justice so loudly professed by the British Government. Forour part, we are 
unable to understand why, when cart-drivers are allowed to make use of the 
road, the general public should be prevented from doing so. We earnestly 
pray His Excellency to be kind enough to consult the conveniences of the 


people. 


22, Our experience tells us that the inoculation serum is generally injected 
into the left shoulder, but we now learn that the lady 
Inoculation at Gadag who has been entrusted with the work of inoculating 


sag og, (102), 11th Persons here injects the serum into either shoulder. 
Dec. " sf As, however, the latter process is calculated to prove 


injurious to health, we beg to suggest to Govern- 
ment that they should put a stop to it as speedily as possible. 


23. The Satya Vritt attributes the increase of the 
so cae wee wg death rate among the dwellers in sheds to the action 
(Dharwar). of the people in the city, who conceal cases of plague 
Satya Vritt (102), 11th oeeurring in their houses and remove them by night 
ne to the camps outside, 


24. A correspondent writes:—Some of the students of the D. J. Sind 

' College, when about to return from Bombay after 

Alleged ill-treatment of their University examination was over, sent a prepaid 

rae students by a plagué telesram to the plague authorities at Kardchi, asking 
octer and police at Karachi. : ° 

Prabha't (43), 3rd Dec, Whether any restrictions would be imposed on them 

Eng. cols. on their arrival. They received the following reply: 

“No restrictions, no conditions to satisfy.’ When 

the first batch of the students arrived at Keamari, they experienced no difficulty 

at all. Relying on the above-mentioned telegram and the fact that the first 

batch were not in any way inconvenienced, the second batch, of which I was one, 

left for Karéchi by the “ Dumra’”’ on the 26th ultimo. The steamer arrived in 

the harbour at about 12 p.m, on the 27th. Early in the morning of the 28th the 
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officers on board the steamer told us that the doctor was come, and that we 
should stand in a row in order to facilitate medical examination. But, asa 
matter of fact, the doctor had not yet arrived. He arrived more than half an 
hour afterwards. We were naturally tired of standing so long and we broke 
the line. When the doctor arrived we were again asked to form a ‘line, 
One of my friends was a little out of the row and I asked him to stand 
in a straight line so that it might be easy for: the doctor to examine us. 
While I was doing this, the doctor was behind me; and to my great surprise 
he gave me a very severe kick. Then he demanded passes, but we told him that 
we had none and that we had sent a m::sage by wire to the President, Plague 
Committee, to the effect that we were lcaving and that he would kindly arrange 
for our exemption from quarantine and disinfection if there be any. He 
thereupon said, ‘‘ How am I to know that you are all students?” On this some 
of us produced certificates signed by the Principal of the College, but they were 
disregarded. Some of us then produced the Registrar’s certificates, but they too 
received no better treatment. Then he said we should have to go to the quaran- 
tine camp with our luggage. On landing, we were asked very exorbitant rates of 
fare both for our luggage and ourselves. Then we were marched tu the sheds and 
there too we had to pay most unreasonable charges for our luggage. And what 
was the treatment in store for us in the quarantine camps? Most shabby. 
Even the petty Jamadar terrorised over us there. That worthy flourished his 
stick belore our eyes, saying that he would “dip it in our blood.’”® This was not 
all, Even the Tommies who were in charge of the disinfection depdt did not 
hesitate to.threaten to strike us with sticks—for what fault, we could:not for 


our life understand. Ido not want to make any comment upon these facts, 


they so eloquently speak for themselves. 


25. The Native Opinion refers to the fact that the sepoys and other 
servants of the officers touring in the districts are in 

Request to officers touring the habit of appropriating to themselves money in- 
in the districts to see that tended to be given to the grocers and other traders who 
traders get their prices for generally supply them with provisions, and says that 
ee ae (33) 7. in future the officers should either hand over the money 
Dec. 7 to the Mamlatdér (revenue officer of the subdivision) 
or should give it to the traders in person. Though 
Government have made strict rules in the matter, people do not, says the 
paper, get the benefit thereof. ‘The paper therefore hopes that both the Native 
and European officials will henceforward keep a keen eye on the actions of 


their subordinates. 


26. A visit to the Courts of subordinate Magistrates of this city (Poona) 

will illustrate the zudwm of the police. A large 

Alleged oppression practised number of the petty police prosecutions arise out of 
by the police in general and anvthing but an earnest desire to vindicate the law. 
ve gor ar — These remarks have been suggested to us by a large 
lous complaints. crop of police prosecutions which lately engaged the 
Mahretia (7), 11th Dec. | City Magistrate’s Court, in which obstruction to 
public traffic was the principal charge, and in which a 

large number of convictions was secured owing to the convicting tendency of 
the City Magistrate, but, strange to say, which were for the greater part proved 
unjust and injudicious by a wise order of Mr. Sheppard, the sympathetic Col- 
lector and District Magistrate of Poona. To come to particulars, we may tell 
our readers that a high Native officer of this place, in the Deputy Collector’s 
grade, was in one month thrice prosecuted through his servant, and twice 
convicted by the City Magistrate for the alleged offence of causing obstruction 
to the public traffic by washing his carriage before his stable on a side of the 
street. The street in which the carriage was washed isa very broad one and 
the traffic peculiarly slow. Besides the carriage was being washed there in the 
same manner for the last twelve years without any obstruction to anybody, and 
consequently without any complaint or prosecution. But one day in October 
last the Native officer happened to incur the wrath of a police constable 
of the lowest grade on account of circumstances which need not be mentioned 
here, and the result was that the officer was prosecuted through his servant, 
A High Court Pleader was engaged in the case to conduct the defence, but 


oe 
. ye te eS re ae 
ns > 2-2 eee 
— “" 5 <— Metis: 
ps —————— arog aaa i ae ¥ Me es Kas 
Ba | a eR eee = cast 
- 5.4 Pa oY . 
+ tle Se 7” 


1s 


the City Magistrate convicted the accused “ like a shot,” though on an entirely 
incorrect interpretation of Section 61(/) of the Police Act. The matter, 
however, could not rest there. The Native officer at once appealed to the 
District Magistrate, Mr. Sheppard, who promptly visited the scgne of the alleged 
offence and was convinced from personal observation that no offence of 
obstruction could have been committed there under the particular circum- 
stances of the case. Itis said that Mr. Sheppard has since written to the 
aggrieved Native officer to say that he may as usual wash his carriage there 
in the street, provided that the carriage was not allowed to remain in the 
road for an unreasonable time, longer, say, than 45 minutes, and that it be at once 
removed whenever there is any reason to fear that it will cause obstruction. 
We also hear that the District Magistrate has declared the prosecutions to be 
injudicious as there could not possibly have been any obstruction to traffic, 
and has ordered the Police Superintendent to warn the police against instituting 
such frivolous complaints. For this action Mr. Sheppard certainly deserves the 
thanks of the public, We think the warning was very much needed for the 
police and is perhaps also needed for the Magistrates, because more often the 
injudiciousness of the Magistrates gives encouragement to the frivolity of the 
. police. | 


Legislation. 
27. We observe that the real nature of what is loosely called the Ghee 


Adulteration Bill, but what is really speaking a Bill 
Comments on the Ghee to prevent and to punish the adulteration of all 


— Bill, No. IT of ayticles of human food, has begun to be understood by 
Subodh Patrika (37), 11th the Native press. When the Bill was introduced into 
Dec., Eng. cols. the Bombay Legislative Council it was welcomed by 


that press in a spirit of jubilation, but now that the Bill, 
as amended by the Select Committee, is out, its wide scope is seen through. It 
proposes not only to prevent and punish the adulteration of ghee and other 
articles of human diet, but seeks to penalise even such a thing as the sale of 
Madras rice to a person wishing to buy Bengal rice. Whether the country is 
ripe for such a law is questionable; at any rate, no portion of the community 
has asked for so comprehensive a piece of legislation. 


Native States. 


28. In its issue ofthe 11th instant, the Gurdkhi gives particulars of the 
case of a hawker who, according to the paper, was one 
—_ at Indore. day called up by His Highness from the street, and 
urakht (125), llth and : : 
13th Dec. on being found to have been acquainted with a son 
of one Usmalknan was sent to the Magistrate for trial. 
The Magistrate sentenced him to three years’ rigorous imprisonment on the charge 
of being a member of an unlawful assembly. The prisoner, says the paper, 
died in jail on the 6th ultimo owing to harsh treatment generally accorded to 
persons incarcerated in consequence of a special order from His Highness, In 
the issue of the 13th instant the paper again referring to the death confesses its 
inability to understand what good purpose could be served by thus taking the 
life of the poor hawker and launching his wife and parents into a deal of 
misery. Next the paper gives the names of several others, who having incurred 
the displeasure of His Highness were charged with being members of an unlawful 
assembly or with entertaining seditious motives or with treating His Highness’s 
orders with contempt, and compelled to rot in jai]. It is further stated that a 
Marwari by name Manekchand was commanded to close his shop and leave the 
city for having salaamed His Highness while walking on the road. In the 
Opinion of the paper there are three matters deserving the utmost attention of 
the British Government, viz., the death of Balvantrao Butti, the loud complaints 
made in 1695 with regard to His Highness’s administration, and the affairs of 
the present year. It is rumoured, says the paper, that Colonel Barr has now 
become very angry and has repented of his hitherto mild attitude towards the 
Maharaja. In the same issue there is an article by the editor to the following 
effect :—It may besaid without exaggeration that the indifference displayed by 
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Englishmen in the matter of cruel and inhuman oppression practised upon his 
subjects by His Highness the Maharaja Holkar is a great stain on the British 
Government. It is exceedingly strange that such a sort of despotism should 
be tolerated in a State which is professedly under the superintendence of the 
British Government, that the despot should succeed in eluding the watch- 
ful eyes. of Colonel Barr, and that His Excellency Lord Elgin, during his 
visit to Indore, should be so much engross¢d with balls and entertainments 
as not {o inquire even once into the condition of the people. We cannot 
make out how when respectable people like Mr. Tilak, the Natu brothers and 
others are sent to jail on the most untenable grounds, the acts of such a vicious 
and dreadful Maharaja should not be noticed by the British Government. We 
therefore suggest to the British Government that they should take some steps 
to remedy the present state of affairs at Indore, which are sure, in our opinion, 
to lead to some terrible results. | 


29. The Gurwkhi, giving a sample of the conversation which, it says, His 
Highness usually holds with his servants, shows the 
influences which determine His Highness’s conduct 
even in the most important matters. The paper, sympathising with the present 
embarrassment of His Highness, caused chiefly, in its opinion, by his own cruel 
and unjust course of conduct, gives some recent instances of His Highness 
having tried to make atonement for offences committed in the past, by 
restoring to liberty persons unjustly consigned to jail and modifying orders 
previously issued. It also warns the Government against regarding these con- 
cessions as anything more than clever artifices to mislead it. 


Gurakhi (125), i4th Dee. 


30. Under the heading of “Independent columns,” the Kwthidéwddno 
pa ae Himdyati writes :---There is not the least doubt that 
i ee "Honter, ‘he people of Kathidwar, who had expected nothing but 
Political Agent, Kathiawér, impartial justice from Lieutenant-Colonel Hunter, the 
regarding certain Bania of- Political Agent, have been disappointed. The action 
ag re _ recently taken by him in connection with Mr. Moti- 
7 4) 11th Deo. mayatt chand Tulsi and several other Bania officials shows 
that he isa mere puppet in the hands of some Nagar 
officials. The sensible portion of the public consider the action to be hasty and 
up till now nothing has transpired to shake that belief. It seems that he took 
the initiative in the matter on the evidence of a petty clerk, whose story is chal- 
lenged by the heir-apparent of the Bajdna State, but it is hoped that Govern- 
ment will not take any steps in the matter on such flimsy accusation. It 
is difficult to understand why Lieutenant-Colonel Hunter does not consider it 
necessary to proceed against some Nagar officials, though loud complaints have 
been made against them. | 


31. Alluding to the recent tour of His Excellency the Governor in 
Kathidwar, the Kathidwdédno Himayati observes :— 

Request to His Excellency The most satisfactory thing in connection with the 
Lord Sandhurst on behalf of yeioicings at Rajkot was that the Thakors of Malia and 
ae br one sg it; Dilkha were invited to all the gatherings and treated 
(74). 11th Dec. equally with other Chiefs of the fourth class, His 
:; Excellency Lord Sandhurst is highly praised by both 
“the Chiefs and the people for this act of kindness, and we hope His Excellency 
will give them additional satisfaction by restoring the taluka of Malia to the 


‘Thakor. 
Intelligence extracted from the Press. 


32. It must be admitted on all hands that yesterday’s public meeting 
convened by the Standing Congress Committee for 
Proceedings of a public the election of delegates to the forthcoming National 
meeting recently sonreyes bY Congress at Madras was agrand success. The theatre 
hoe tentins Vongrese "was densely packed from top to bottom and many 
Dnydn Praka'sh (3), 12th had to remain standing for want of room. The 
Dec., Eng. cols. audience was thoroughly representative. The proceed- 
seae se ings commenced with Mr. Gokhale, the Secretary, read- . 


ing the circular convening the meeting. Rao Saheb R. R. Agasti, a pensioner 
con 1477—6 


20 


and an Honorary Magistrate in the city, having been unanimously voted to 
the chair, explained in a short and sweet little speech the object of the 
meeting and called upon Mr, N. C. Kelkar, editor of the Kesarfand the Vahrdtta, 
to bring forward the first resolution before the meeting, which ran thus :— 
“ (qa) That this meeting desires to enter its humble, though emphatic, protest 
against the institution of Press Committees in various parts of the Deccan, and 
respectfully appeals to Government to reconsider the matter. (6) That in the 
opinion of this meeting the existence .of such Committees is incompatible with 
the enjoyment of that full measure of freedom which is possessed by the press 
in all other parts of the British Empire, and which had been vouchsafed to the 
press of this country till the beginning of this year. (c) That this meeting 
respectfully urges upon the attention of Government the great desirability of 
at once abolishing these new Committees, which act of confidence in the 
people will be attended with beneficial results all round. (d) That this meeting 
requests the National Congress to take up this subject for discussion at its 
forthcoming session at Madras.”’ In proposing this resolution Mr. N. C. Kelkar 
_ reviewed the whole subject and explained how one fine morning the bugbears 
~ of these Press Committees were coolly and quietly ushered into existence. 
He explained how reasons were formulated simply because reasons were asked 
for and had to be given, how diametrically opposite objects were attributed by 
various officials here and in Parliament to the new creation of Lord Sandhurst. 
He gave practical instances to show how the Press Committees served Govern- 
ment in bringing to their notice obnoxious or objectionable pieces of criticism, but 
how they always failed in working for the good of the people by transmitting to 
Government fair and vandid remarks appearing in the press. He cited the refusal 
of the Committee to supply, even when requested, direct information about the 
punishment of. Private Parker, as an instanee of the manner in which the Com- 
mittee worked. Although he admitted that the usual paraphernalia of a press 
censorship, pure and simple, was not to be found in Poona and elsewhere, he 
claimed that the Committees as formed at present were none the less objectionable 
inprinciple as well asin practice. He remarked how one need not be the Sultan 
of Turkey to bea tyrant in fact. Finally, he observed that though the institu- 
tion was hitherto confined to the Bombay Presidency, the same might at any 
moment be copied by the authorities in other presidencies, and that théfefore the 
people of Poona would do well to request their delegates to ventilate this ques- 
tion before the National Congress and get that body to deal with the question as 
it deserved, The next proposition was moved by Mr, K. H. Kelkar in an eloquent 
speech, which was indeed the speech of the evening. The proposition ran thus :— 
That this meeting desires to tender its warmest thanks to Sir W. Wedderburn 
and the other members of the British Committee of the Indian National 
Congress, and to Messrs. Bose, Dutt, and Chambers for the valuable services 
they have rendered to the people of this country during the last year and 
particularly in connection with the recent troubles in the Deccan.” In moving 
this resolution Mr. K. H. Kelkar, B.A., LL.B., briefly explained the great 
importance to India of the British Committee. He claimed that if the people 
of Poona had been able to come unscathed out of the recent troubles of suspicion 
and disloyalty, that result was only possible because of the existence in 
England of such an influential and active body as the British Committeé. 
Mr. N, N. Bhor, Pleader, seconded the resolution in a nice little speech 
in Marathi. The proposition having been put to the meeting, was carried 
unanimously. Mr. G. K, Natu, B.A., LL.B., brought forward the third and 
the principal resolution before the meeting. He proposed that the people of 
Poona do hereby elect the following gentlemen as their delegates to the forth- 
coming Congress at Madras. The proposition having been seconded by 
Mr.“Merwanji Framji was carried, and the following gentlemen were considered 
duly elected. (Here follows a list of twenty-five gentlemen.) 


33. The anniversary of the birthday of Sir George Birdwood was cele- 
ee brated in Bombay by his numerous friends and 

mr Paes sai si po bay ” admirers on Thursday last with some pomp and cere- 
day of Bie Goorce Bininng, mony. The bronze bust of the distinguished Anglo- 
- Rést. Gofta’r (21), 11th Indian which adorns the University Library was 
Dec. Eng, cols. _ decorated by his friends with garlands of flowers, and 


there was also a wealth of floral tributes placed before 
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the pedestal. ‘Though it is now nearly thirty years since Sir George retired 
to his native country, the people of Bombay have not forgotten the services 
rendered by him to the city, The present incident provides proof, if any were 
needed, of the deep gratitude evinced by the people towards those of the ruling 
race who are generally in sympathy with them and who take a parental 
interest in the welfare and well-being of the community. The people of India 
can, as it were, intuitively distinguish a friendfrom a foe. They never have any 
confidence in those who, while they pose themselves as their friends, place them 
in conflict with the ruling race. Sir George is one of the connecting links 
between the rulers and the ruled, and we are sure that we are echoing the 
sentiments of all educated India when we say that he may long be spared to take 
an interest in the country which he has served so honourably and so well. 


G. M. SA’THE, 


Reporter on the Native Press. 
Ojjice of the Reporter on the Native Press, 
New Secretariat, Bombay, 20th December 1898. 
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: i | 
ENGLISH. 
1 |The Bombay East — ies see ...| Bombay ee ».| Weekly ... oe 400 
2 ,, Champion... a me ae ee i ie oo ee 700 
3 » Dnyan Prakdsh . -»+| Poona .. — ae 300 
4 ,, Lndian Spectator and Voice wai India... Bombay c we on ose 500 ° 
5 » Karachi Chronicle vee .»-| Karachi ote sol BOs ine eee 500 
6 » KA&thidwar Times 084 es ...| Rajkot as 6) Daily — ase re 7a 
7 » Mahratta .. a ew eos soe] ZOOM o.. sox ...| Weekly ,.. son 600 
§ » Phoenix ... Karachi vee ..., Bi-weekly oes 500 
9 » Quarterly J ournal o the Poona Sarva- 
janik Sabha ... ir ion ...| Poona... sve ...| Quarterly ve 300 
10 », sind Times ie ioe ove ...| Karachi e0 .o| Bi-weekly edi 200 
ANGLO-GUJARA’TI, 
11 | The Deshabhakta a ‘ii sit .».| Baroda ie ...| Weekly ,.. ‘ae 500 
12 » Gujarati ... kes ie bis .»e| Bombay ie a ee eae on 3,550 
18 |} ,, Gujardt Mitra... ose ooo] Surat ... ss me a PP 700 
14 | ,, Gujarat Satya Samsher .. 0 ee i a. ee Se ace 306 
36 | , weGreaa eae es ...| Bombay sei a ee oe ‘ei 500 
16 9 Hindusthan eee eee eee eos Do. eee coe Do. tee eee 976 
17 »» Independent ne bee ose “la vee a a  « re 500 
18 5, Jsaiser-e-Hind _,.. eee ae wa ‘ee “a. Ie. it id 2,000 
19 » Kathidwar News... 0s ee ...| Rajkot... coe =o Bi-weekly ‘és 400 


21 ,, Rast Goftar ies - ...| Bombay lies a ek ee as ‘1,700 
99 ,, Shri Sayaji Vijaya ie .| Baroda ae ‘ca eee ar 2,200 


20 » Praja Bandhu ... we s ...| Ahmedabad ... oo! Weekly ... 
23 ,, Surya Prakash .., se on i Surat ... sia eB as sal 500 


AnGLO-HINDI. 


94 The Pandit ns eee eee eee eoe| Poona... eee eer Weekly eee one 1,500 


ANGLO-Ks’NARESE. 


| 95 | The Rajahansa cs ne coe oo DhArTwWhr ace eee) Weekly «oe oe 200 


AN@Lo-MaRATHI. 


96 | The Din Bandhu iva ee ve ...| Bombay ee ».| Weekly ... aa 1,000 


27 5, Dnydn Chakshu ... a ae »..| Poona ... oe oe eS ee ona 900 
93 ,, Dnydnodaya ves kab as ...| Bombay dis ik. a an 600 
29 » Aindu Prakash ... ose sh | Do. ee cua Bi-weekly ae 600 
30 » Kaémgédr or Workman ... ove eel Do. soe «= see Weekly ,, sae 1,000 
31 Maratha ee a Oe ee ee — oe see este 
32 » Native Opinion ... « ee Oe sco = ono] Bi-weekly sa 700 
33 » Prekshak ie ee -oo| Satara as on OE cs is 

34 » samarth .. oe eee ee Ul ee wm Be ae e 

35 , Shahu Vijaya ... si re a: ae ne ot es on a 

36 », Shri Saydji Vijaya eee nen ..-| Baroda... oe. we Bi-weekly one 3,000 
37 ,, subodh Patrika ... oe ai .--| Bombay oe | Weekly .. coe 500. 


38 | ,, Sudhérak.. Oe Ome ee ans a es ak 3,000 
3Y » Vartdhar ... ‘ee as sas .»-| Bombay oe <a: ae wes ate 1,000 
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42 | The Lux... = ee aa sa .. | Hyderabad (Sind) ...| Fortnightly _... 350 
43 eh a a ea “ Do. ol OUR as 450 
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44 |The Baroda Vatsa} ... or aes ove) Baroda ove ooo) Weekly .., 550 
ENGLIsH, MARATHI AND KANARESE. 
45 |The Karnétak Patré ... oe eve. evs Dhdrwér sos »o| Weekly ,., es 400 
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No. Names of Newspapers, Place of Pulication. | i; dition. Oroles taeell 
| | 
EneuisH, Mara’tH1, GUJARA’TI 
AND KONKANI. 
46 | The Garibéncha Kaivéri (Amicus Pauperum)| Bombay wee | Fortnightly =... 1,500 
GUJARATI | 
47 | The Ahmedabad Times sb ‘a ...| Ahmedabad ... we| Weekly ... 200 
48 yy Ajab i is as Surat i ...| Monthly ... 1,200 
oe |, Aetieiiin... Bombay os .| Daily 1,400 
50 99 Akhbé4re Sodagar . ee Do. ee eee Do. eee 1,200 
5] », Arajadér ... saa ~ Baroda ove ave * co” 500 
52 », A’ry&’ Dharm Prak&sh ... ua Bombay ‘3 .| M onthly... oe 450 
53 ,, Bhim Sen.. is Do. va | Daily — oe oe 1,100 
54 | . Bombay Saméchar ‘ Do. és ol ae is 3,200 
55 ; Broach Mitra... .| Broach 5 ..| Weekly . 100 
56 » Broach Saméchar ‘ (ict (ees a“ Do. ee ves 550 
57 5, Buddhi Prakash .., ‘i ...| Ahmedabad ... .»»| Monthly ... oe 900 
58 » Cambay Gazette ... ‘i ...| Cambay - i er a 110 
59 » Chandra .:. yi ot Barat’ ..: O° °% ees 300 
60 »5 Chhatrapati ace ..| Bombay soo} Weekly a oe 
61 » Deshi Mitra i ss] BURAG. .0 | - Do. ° one 900 
62 » Din Mani ee ne — »»e| Broach... vee it DG 125 
63 », Dny4n Sudha _..., - is ,,.| Ahmedabad .. ee Monthly ee 200 
64 » Dny4n Vardhak ..., 2 zs ...| Bombay is ae vii 350 
65 _ sae... se Do. ‘ a os 600 
66 » Gap Sep... soe fe ee ie ace ve Fortnightly 300 
67 | ,, Gul Afsh4n We oe ae a lt oe ee 500 
68 | ,, Hitechchhu i’ OE ce ed 500 
69 » J4m-e-Jamsned .., - ...| Bombay ft ae da sa 2,500 
7 | yh Ce | ks ..  es| Godhra 0° | Weekly ... vi 225- 
71 », Kachha Samdchér is ‘a ...| Bombay ‘ ww ae Ce ie 300 
72 » Kaira Khetiwaddi Patra .. . ...| Nadiad a veal a lg es 830 
73 » Kaira Vartaman .. ot +3 . | Weekly . = 79 
74 » Kathidwadno Himéyati... ...| Ahmedabad ... wa wes 400 
75 » Kaéthidwar Krishi a eo cig Do. eee ey by c -monthly ee 200 
7 » Kathidwar Times... . ‘i ...| Rajkot ee ...| Bi-weekly ve 450 
77 » Kelavni ... wae m one ...| Baroda ...| Monthly ,.. ii 1,000 
70 | Meee Mambots omg wn os Weely se 
79 » Navsari Prakash . iol ‘i ...| Navs4ri o- oe oo ve 
80 » Nure Elam ss ra “a ...| Bombay wa ...| Monthly .., vine 280 
81 » Nydyadarshak a es ...| Ahmedabad ... ..-| Fortnightly 250 
82 » Praja Mitra ee - ° ...| Karéchi »..| Bi-weekly 300 
83 ~~ RUM CORRE wk ss + ..-| Surat . -eol Weekly ... ; 800 
84 5, Punch Dand ss is 5 Bombay ee 
85 » Radjyabhakt’ ... ce a oa: ae se ve aa P oy 100 
86 », Samsher Béhédur ss i ..-| Ahmedabad ... at oo "300 
87 » Satyavakta ret a - ...| Bombay | Fortnightly ae 550 
88 » satya Vijaya os a ...| NAandod oe re 
89 55 Stri Bodh.. . es e .| Bombay Monthly . 500 
90 » Surat Akhbar... ve ..| Surat ... “ Weekly wei 800 
9] » svadesh Bandhu... ... ...|Mahudha_ a ; 250 
92 | ,, Udichya Hitechchhu Patri ... | Ahmedabad ... _ ...| Monthly .. 600 
93 »  vaishnava.. ee .| Bombay - ds Bortnight!y 200 
94 ee Vishvadarskan Pe | Kaira ... : ...| Weekly ,, a: 325 
95 wee ‘at .| Bombay re ee ; 60C 
HInpI1. 
96 | The Shri Venkateshvar Samachar ... .«e| Bombay .».| Weekly ... 8,000 
KA’NARESE. 
97 | The Chandrodaya aee ..| Dharwar ws} Weekly oy, 200 
98 99 Hubli Patra eee eee eee Hubli eee eee eee) Do. eve 150 
99 | ,, Karndtak Vritt ... ve eee Dhdrwar oo ee 800 
100 », Loks Bandhu pee a oe oe ae eee 300 
101 », Rasik Ranjini ° ae .| Gadag ae Do. ieee 200 
102 | ,, Satya Vritt os Do. Do. 200 
MARATHI, 
103 | The A’rém _.... 8 i .».| Bombay - ...| Fortnightly 600 
104 » Arunoday& a ‘ia as ..| Thana... | Weekly ... : 740 
105 99 A'ryavart ... eee eee . eos Dhulia... eee ee Do. eee ee 205 
106 | » Baku _... sees ade "| RatnSgiri megane: ours = 290 
107 _ — Saméchér de ..| Belgaum i ol ee + 315 
108 | , Bho Sere agg mpage age ..| Bombay is ‘Do. 1,250 
109 99 Chandénsiva eco eee eee ee T n eee ee Do we 250 
110 » Chandraként _... sg so .| Chikodi oa a ase : 300 
7 Chandrodaya _... «ee | Chiplun ee ie 500 


eee ae 


Names of Newspapers. Place of Publication, Edition. | Copies tened. 
MABA'TRI— continued, | 
112 | The Chikitsak... 1... ove eee ine os ene | Weekly ... os 750 
113 - Chitragupta ose eee ov .| Karad .. bes : a cas ove 200 
li » Daivadnya Mitri owe obs coe Bombay a ...| Monthly ... va 500 
115 », Daivadnya Samdchér ... oe a ae sep oo) eee oe 300 
116 », Dakshin Vritt ... i oe ‘. K olhdépur oss. | OGL WOEEEY cvs ‘6a 150 
117 »  Deshakdélavartamdn e eoe| Erandol oak i ae = 45 
118 | ,, Dhanada... a oes | Venguria sg. sae wae i 700 
.119 ,, Dharwar Vritt ... ie «oo Dharwar Pie ...| Weekly .. ‘i 750 
120 , Dhureen ... aS » ee Beloaum or ee ae ae 500 
121 , Dnydn Prakésh ... is ee = eee Poon oe .  'e oe as 1,C00 
122 , Dnyan Sagar as. die eae »».| Kolhapur e . a vee 290 
123 » Ganga Lahari a ove ...| Nasik oe is = 200 
124. >» Gurdékhi ... Bn Ses --| Bombay ca: aa ‘s be 1,500 
125 » Gurdkhi ... eee ra it es Te. see 8,000 
126 » Hindu Punch ... ..| Thana .. i ..| Weekly ... rs 600 
127 » dagadddarsh  ... oes a Ahmednagar ses . oe ae ee 300 
128 ,» Jagad-hitechchhu ‘4 ..| Poona... + a ae ‘ a 4,500 
129 » Jagatsamachiar ... ‘ee ‘a oof BOOBS os is oi eer Re 600 
130 » oe a Sa eee re ».| Poona... ‘“s ae Spe 1,208 
131 »  KA4lidfés ... ‘es “8 et »»| Dharwar ov a eee ia 250 
132 »» Kalpataru... a ea ie ..{ Sholdpur ee at ee 400 
133 » Karmanuk ewe ‘ ‘ | Poonase. ove Oe es 8 2,000 
134 » Keral [okil ee ..| Bombay me Monthly... 2,000 
135 se. an ee ve-| Poona,,. ..| Weekly ... 8,000 
136 » Kh&ndesh Chitragupta .. sss ..| Dhulia a 125 
137 » Khandesh Vaibhav _.. ove cool iat, ee 370 
138 »» Khara Prakér _... ies - .-.| Bombay .»-| Monthly 2,000 
139 » Kumtha Vritt ee ..| Kumta at Weekly ees 206 
140 » Kutumbi ... ese eos ite »| Sholapur Do. i 
141 », Lokaseva.. es ove vi eoel NAsik ... Do. ‘i 325 
142 ,, Madatnis.. ove “ ee ee eee ee ‘a 200 
143 », Madhu Makshika ine e-| Beloaum + wt e ‘i 600 
144 » Madhu Vritt.. eee vod HO vas . ie Do. * 125 
145 » Mah4rashtra Mitra _... ove »..| SAtdra .. e = Do. Be 250 
146 ,, Mahdrashtra Vuitt iar eee Soe te fe me Do. oar 5¢ 
147 ,, Manohar ... ee 0° eoe| SOMpur am ee Fortnightly se 
148 » Mitrodaya os see eoo| SAtAra ..- ne ..| Weekly .. ig 150 
149 », Moda Vritt oe re i jf WEEE oc - i a 1,200 
150 » Mumbai Vaibhav ss ss ..| Bombay Ass ol — vee 1,300 
151 » Nagar Samachér.. eo ee wa = i .| Weekly .. 3 150 
152 » Nasik Vaibhav ... ” eee ..| Nasik . Z oe ee oes 300 
- 153 », Nasik Vritt ase 2° ae eink We se ‘a a re <« ss 300 
154 » Nipdni Vaibhav... = «s 0° ..| Nipdni... ee 2. 2k se is 84 
155 » Nydy& Sindhu 0 0 * Ahmednagar bis . yi 300 
156 » Lanchanan eo ee ..| Karad.. on Do. = ow 4 170 
157 , Pandhari Bhushan - 6 Pandharpur oe Bohs: ans v0 235 
158 », Pandhari Mitr’ ... eee on ee Do. Do. ial 160 
ee ee ee i ee ae 120 
160 5, Poona Vaibhav ... a a ..| Talegaon Débhéda ...| Do. " 975. 
161 5, Prabodh Chandrika va ..| Jaloaon oe Se ne 40 
162 ! ,, Prabodh Ratna ... is ee ee a. De ic ae 94 
163 0  RUMROG 0 i 0s 0 ..| Isl4mpur 2 oF ; + 300 
164 5 Raghav Bhushan ‘os ove col SOOM ose a - 4 200 
165  Saty% Shodhak via as ..| Ratndgiri ce ae re 600 
166 » satyavakta .... ee os | Vengurla a ws eee 275 
167 » Shikshak . oie bis “ae see} Chikodi ia ci ae 2, 225 
168 »5 Shol4pur Samachér a ..| Shol4pur .) Do. ... a 400 - 
169 », Shubh Suchak ae 0 woe] SAtdra .. we 4. ae Se ose 250 
170 | ,, Sudarshan ‘ia oe oS Ahmednagar ee a ae ee ae 350 
171 », sudhdkar oe 100 0 ae ck See so Sea te 300 
172 <6 eee ve err. ae oe ee ee 200 
173 | » Tukéram ... eee vee eee es Ahmednagar ‘i — nk en oe 100 
174 » Vartddarsha  =§ «x . i wee| Mdlvan & — —_ os 200 
175 » Wartahar ... eee ‘ te ..| Bombay “ ne Tri-weekly oon 700 
176 9 Vartanidhi coe oe eee og Poona .. poe 2 oo sae ee 2,000 
177 »  Vatandir... oon oes pe ; Bij4pur s Do. sa 250 
178 », Wengurla Vritt ... oe i .-| Vengurla - sel ne cee 110 
179 | ,, Vidya Vilas see -» ==.) Kolhapur... 1 a ee 600 
180 9 Vikshipta ... eee eee ee ey Bombay ci i Do. aac eee 1,800 
181 i Virashaivamata Prakdésh is ...| Akalkot < Oe eS 100 
182 ; ,, Vividh Dny4n Vistar ... + es Bombay caer Monthly ... ge 550 
183 »  Vrittasdr . - acmeowene i eer: | eF re: 400 
184 + ) Vritt Sindhu ne one eee eee Kérwir.. eee ee Do. eee eee eee 
185 $9 Vritt Sudha eee ees eee eee Satara .. ee0@ BBS Do. ee eee 110 
186 99 Vy4 ari ese eee ece eee Poona eee ee @ce Do. eee eee 500 
187 » Yeola Vaibhav ... a eg nn : a a 250 
SINDI- 
iss | The Khairkhah Sind see eae ...| Karachi ma ..| Weekly ... ‘ve 1,000 . 
189 yY Muin-ul-Isl4m eee eee eee ee Do. eee eee Do, eee eee 300 
190 ir 9 ees eee ee eee Do. een wie Do. eee pee 500 


Sind Sudhar 


No. Names of Newspapers. Place of Publication. Edition. anes teed. 
Pee ~“ | ie 
| 
Urpv. 

191 |The Aina-i-Hind Se ee ae aa 500 

192 » Alam Aphroz Bambai ... eee ooo] EO ies et Tri-monthly ,, 200 

193 99 Azad Punch coe eee eee eee Do. eee eee Weekly tee eee 300 

194 »» Bombay Punch Bahadur,,. _... oe we ere jel 500 

195 » India Gazette 02 se co see) DOw eee ee ee 1,000 

196 9 Jahanuma... eee eee eee eee Do. eee eee Do. ‘ee eae ee» 

197 | ,, Makbul-e-Aalum ee eee ee ee le 900 
198 | ,, Munsif-i-Deccan .. «.  ... «| Bombay ae. 80 

199 jp MES I kee cee uae. inst ooo = see] Weekly 2. ane 1,500 

200 9 Nayar-i-Islam eee eee eee eee Do. eee eee Do. ee- @¢. eo 

201 99 Safir... eee eee eee eee eee Do. eee eve Do, ees ee 150 

302 99 Sult4n-ul-Akhb4r. ee eee ees ee8 Do. ees eee Daily eo? eee 150 

| 
' Mara’THI AND Ka‘NARESE. 

203 |The Chandrika ... ee ee .».| Bagalkot sss .».| Weekly ... sss 100 

204 » Karnditak Vaibhay eee vs »e-| Bijapur dis at an ee ses 300 

905 y Siddheshvar ees ove eee eee Do. eee vee Do. eee eee 150 

206 _ Tae ia es ma oe ...| Kérwar a a a es 453 

| MARA’?HI AND URDU. 
207 |The Gulbarga Saméchér ...  ... ...( Gulbarga... —..| Weekly. wel = 450 
PORTUGUESE-KONKANI. 
208 |The Luso-Concanim ... $06 »..| Bombay iin ove) Weekly ov “ae 500 


Notes:—A. The notices from the different Newspapers have been collected in che Report under different heads 
which are printed in italics. 


B. The names of Newspapers are printed in the margin of the Report in italics, and the number of the News- 
paper in the above list is printed in brackets after the name, 


© The system of spelling vernacular words followed by the Reporter is the same as that adopted in the 
Official Spelling List of the Bombay Presidency. One peculiar feature of this system is that wnen the long (a Bf 
or d) is the last letter of a word, the accent is left out, and the short a(S] =u in gun) is, to prevent confusion, 
never placed at the end of a word, This rule has been strictly followed, except that when the short a appears to be 
absolutely necessary to complete the pronunciation of a word, asin Arunodaya or the well-known Mitra, it is printed 
with a mark over it to indicate that it isshort, thus—-d, 


D. The figures giving the circulation or number of copies published of each newspaper and pericdical as 
furnished by the proprietor, are not guaranteed as accurate, and in some instances must be regarded_with caution, 


—- 


\ 7 
Politics and the Public Administration, 


Ll. Inalong article on the subject of a proposal to annex Thibet, the 
Transfrontier policy of the Indu Prakdsh observes :—The British Government ig 


Government of India and always on the look-out for a disorganised and ruined 
the suggestion for annexing State with a view to pounce upon and annex it. This - 


Thibet. habit of the British Government is of long standin 
a Prakash (29), 12th and not onelately eontracted. During the last ten x 


twelve years the Government has spoliated much terri- 
tory in this way, the kingdom of Theebaw of Burma being the latest instance in 
ae The Government has been following its forward policy beyond the North- - 
est frontier for the last decade and more. It is really surprising that the 
British Government should not be content with its present vast dominion extend- 
ing over all parts of the world, but should ever be greedy more and more. In 
keeping with this forward policy, some selfish Anglo-Indians have brought for- 
ward a proposal to invade and annex Thibet. The English people will not be cured 
of the disease of greed which they have contracted unless they receive a severe slap 
from some one; but there is none for the present who can in this way cure the 
disease. Some of the reasons adduced for annexing Thibet are of commercial 
character and justify the observation of the French Emperor, Napoleon, that 
England was a country of usurious and stingy traders. All these and similar 
other reasons are simply selfish and.mean. The unrestrained greed of the British 
Government has been detrimental to India in various ways. There is no country 
in the world which has such an enormous public debt and such an impoverished. 
people as India, and unless the Government gives up its pernicious habit of 
annexation and spoliation, India will never emerge from its miserable plight. 


2. The Bombey Punch Bahddur has an article under the heading of 
: *‘Qne’s own faults ascribed to others,’’ in which the 
Lord George Hamilton and paper resents the character of “savages” reported 


oe —- Bahidur +2 Lave been given to the people of India by Lord 
(194), 12th Deo. George Hamilton in one of his parliamentary speeches, 


and retorts by using foul language towards the English 
people as a nation. 


3. Not in all the annals of Indian history, since the days of Metcalfe and 

ee _ Macaulay, has there been a more disastrous Viceroyalty 
3 meee 2a Higin and Governor-Generalship than that which will ter- 
S Champion (2), 19th Dec. 4 Minateinafewdayshence, Even the Lyttonic regime, 
bad as it was, was tolerated. But the Elginian reign, 


for we cannot call it a rule, has even surpassed the worst days of the Lyttonian. 


4, His Excellency Lord Elgin’s visit to Burma towards the close of his 
Indian career has made one thing patent to ail the 
world, that his Viceregal regime has been: highly un- 
popular with all classes of Her Majesty’s subjects in 
India, with the exception of that privileged class, the Indian bureaucracy, into 
whose hands he has played, and whose tool he has been, from beginning to 
end, From all parts of the country he has been receiving marks of disapproba- 
tion, which he has well deserved, during the five years of his weak and inefficient 
Government. The verdict of the whole country which, we believe, history will 
confirm, is that Lord Elgin has failed to keep up the noble traditions of his 
high office, and that the rule of His Lordship has been synonymous with 
rule by mandate, He has never shown any active interest in the wants and 
wishes of the people and has even been afraid of coming face to face with their 
grievances. For instance, when the Viceroy was on a visit to. Poona, the 
Sarvajanik Sabha, in its proposed address of welcome, had ventured, as 
is customary on such occasions, to touch upon the grievances of the people, 
but it had to expunge a portion.from it that was found unacceptable to the 
honoured guest. And what should be the ground on which a Viceroy should 
refuse to listen to certain grievances of his subjects? Because it was said 
they were matters.of “ Imperial interest ’’ and as such they, the citizens of Poona, 
had no concern with them. The same story was repeated at Madras, with this 
difference that the Mahajan Sabha proved more obdurate and refused to have 
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Prekshak (83), 19th Dec., 
Eng. cols. 
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anything to do with the presentation of an address. His Lordship seems to have 
all along imagined that Viceregal tours are mere pleasure-trips and nothing more, 
It is no wonder then that Lord Elgin’s Indian carer should have proved a 
miserable failure. The whole country thinks so; but the officials, who want 
to show to the English public that their favourite chief was a grand success, 
have arranged for fetes, banquets and addresses on the eve of his departure. 
This will perhaps enable a future Viceroy to say to an English audience that 
Lord Elgin was the most popular representative of the Queen since the mutiny ; 
but the truth cannot long be hidden under a bushel. An undelivered address 
like that of the non-official European community of Rangoon, published by the 
Rangoon Gazette in its issue of the 6th instant, will show which way the wind 
blows. The people of other cities cannot have the strength of mind shown by 
the European community of Rangoon on this occasion. If the Indians had 
shown such moral courage by holding aloof from festivities on the occasion of 
a visit from the representative of the Queen, Anglo-Indian papers would have 
screamed out that they were seditious and disloyal. This Rangoon incident, how- 
_ ever, clearly indicates that even the countrymen of Lord Elgin have thrown him 
over. It is indeed a sorry spectacle that Lord Elgin should depart from these 


shores in chagrin and disappointment. We hope, however, that Lord George | 


Hamilton will not fail to console his faithful and obedient servant on his return 
home with a Marquisate or a Dukedom. 


5. With the termination of Lord Elgin’s tourin Burma, His Lordship 
may besaid to have gratified a long delayed desire to 
His Excellency Lord Elgin gee the country which Lord Dufferin annexed to the 
- — oe Indian Empire in the course of his Viceroyalty. 
Gujarat Mitra (18), 18th Lord Elgin pronounced in one of his speeches the 
Dec., Eng. cols. excellence of British administration, but it is open to 
: grave doubt whether His Lordship’s Burmese subjects 
can at all appreciate his remarks, unless and until they see their own native 
misrule replaced by anadministration that gives peace and security to the 
people and yet does not drain the rescurces of their country. We do not know 
whether the inhabitants of that country in their present state could afford 
to swallow, without a word of protest all this talk of Burma being enriched. 
Even the people of British India, a country which is said to possess large in- 
dustries including the system of railways, do not share the profits, which are 
mostly absorbed by Englishmen. Excellence of administration is only possible 
when a people are contented, the country is prosperous, and there is a tull 
exchequer. So long as these are wanting, no administrative reforms, however 
beneficently designed, could make a foreign rule tolerable and acceptable to 
a conquered people. Land-grubbing holds many an empire in continual 
struggle, and the atmosphere seems to portend fresh sigus of storm overhead, 
which fresh moves in the direction of Western China may serve to gather 
fast in the near future. The Burmese had, we believe, a glimpse of this 
in Lord. Elgin’s utterances in that country; a:d the retiring Viceroy may 
well lay the flattering unction to his soul that i ie Burmese, indolent and 
apathetic as they are, are terribly impatient to distiaguish the wheat from the 
chaff in the high-sounding expressions to which they were treated by the Viceroy 
about the excellence of the British administration. | 


6. All the public speeches of Lord Curzon, since his appointment to the 
Viceroyalty of India was announced, are marked with 

, he Curzon as Viceroy of a strong common sense and genuine sympathy for 
a | the people whose destiny he is to have in his keeping 
gage haa (19), 21st for the next rneigacoene; As far as his ability, accom- 
plishments and power of grasping intricate questions 

go, there can be no denying the fact that he promises to prove as humane. and 
noble a Viceroy as Lawrence, Mayo and Ripon have been. If Lord Curzon will 
not depend as much as the latter-day Viceroys seem to have done on the judg- 
ment of their innumerable advisers, but will exercise his own judgment which 
is likely to be, to a great extent, free from all sorts of prejudices, he will have 
discharged his duty, most onerous and responsible as it is, to his own satisfaction 
and to that of the people committed to his care, In the eonduct of public 
affairs he should not forget for one moment the famons Proclamation of Her 
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Imperial Majesty the Queen-Empress. It is to be hoped that Lord Curzon will, 
like Lord Ripon, regard it in the light of 2 declaration of principles of Govern- 


ment which will determine the fundamental character of English dominion in 
India. 


7. Referring to the speech delivered by Lord Curzon at the dinner given 

; in his honour by the Peninsular and Oriental Com-« 

Remarks on the speech o pany, the Dhureen makes the following remarks :— 

Lord Curzon at a banquet Judging by Lord Curzon’s advocacy of the railway 
given in his honour by the ; ° , : 

Peninsular and OrientalCom- .©Xtension policy, we have reason to believe that his 

pany. Viceroyalty will be very ruinous to India. Though 

Dhureen (120), 12th Dec. | Lord Curzon is a learned politician, still being very 

. ambitious he is bent more upon increasing the glory 

of England than upon promoting the good of India. If his thoughts are so 
antagonistic to the interests of India while he is still in England, we can easily 

imagine in what direction they will develop with his growing acquaintance 
with the Anglo-Indians here. It is to be regretted that all our hopes regarding 

independent administration by Lord Curzon are now shattered. 


8. Intelligence is received this week of the utter failure of the movement 
started in England by Lord Roberts under the name 
Remarks on the reported of the Indian Heroes Fund. The fund was closed last 
+ sei of the Indian Heroes week with a beggarly pittance of only £5,000. Our 
raat Prakdsh (3), 19th Yeaders may remember that in our article on the sub- 
Dec., Eng. cols. ject in our issue of August lst we had expressed our 
hope that the British public would not remain satisfied 
with simply raising a fund, but would move in the right direction by giving to 
the Indian soldiers what they most prized, viz., good and honourable posts in 
the army, and equality of treatment with their European colleagues. The poor 
sepoy will now be sorry to learn thateven this movement for a paltry pension 
has fallen through, and he can expect no recognition of his bravery and 
valour at the hands of the British public. In this view of the matter we think 
that the starting of the Indian Heroes Fund has been a mistake from the begin- 
ning, Will Lord Curzon try to remedy this mistake and make some com- 
pensation to the poor Native sepoy by practically recognising his aptitude and 
right to superior posts in the army ? 


9. The Indian sepoy, who is true to his salt even against his own people 
i a ee and for whose fidelity and endurance England’s 
oe. yor ay (38). “greatest Generals have every admiration, is not yet 
eat able to secure sympathy with the rich people in 
England. The lot of the poor sepoy cannot be improved by giving him a small 
addition to his pension in his old age. Will Government do something 
for him? Will they promote him and reduce the number of British soldiers 
by employing the cheaper agency and utilize the surplus in improving his lot ? 
People in England cannot see how miserable a sepoy is after he is pensioned, 
but surely the indian Government can. , 


10. My Lord of Elgin doth protest too much. The picture of the Viceroy 
- spending sleepless nights, weighing the merits and 
Comments on His #x- deciding the claims of the scores of men who, through- 
ome — 9 s speech out the country, consider themselves entitled to be 
ptt » agg S ons,. Officially authorised to elongate their names, is more 
deration bestowed by the calculated to tickle the fancy than to impress the 
Viceroy on the distribution jmagination. In the nature of things R cannot — 
; always be the case. We regret that by his strong- 
—o Restore (8), ar protestation about the care and consideration 
i bestowed by the Viceroy on the distribution of titles 
Lord Elgin has placed in a difficult position those who were accustomed to 
believe that undeserved honours were the outcome of oversight. After the 
Viceroy’s utterance at the Darbar at Rangoon we are bound to discard that 
assumption once for all. The declaration is impolitic too, for, those who do not 
find their names in the New Yeayr’s or Birthday list can no longer console 
themselves that it was the work of underlings that prevented the fountain of 
honour from fertilizing their fancies. 
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-.°11, We offer our cordial congratulations to Mr. G. A. Barnett, O.I.E., on 
, et his being appointed the Sheriff of Bombay for the 
Appointment of Mr. Barnett ensuing year. Mr, Barnett is\one of the oldest Euro- 
to the Shrievalty of Bombay. ean inhabitants of our city, and has always been very 
Rést Goftdy (21), 18th , : : ; , 
Ded, Eng. cols.) popular in hiscommunity. In his capacity, first as 
Auditor and afterwards as the Agent of the G. I. P. 
Railway Company, he had constantly come in contact with Natives, and those 
who had business transactions with him always spoke in high terms of his 
kindness and courtesy to them. The post of the Sheriff does not now carry any 
remuneration with it, and its importance has, therefore, considerably increased, 
because the dignity of the first citizenship of Bombay is now conferred only for 
the sake of honour, and not for the sake of the fluctuating fees which. brought 
the Sheriff a handsome amount during the tenure of his office. It will be 
Mr, Barnett’s privilege to accord welcome to Lord Curzon, our new Viceroy, as 
the first citizen of Bombay, and we only hope and trust that, during the period 
of his office, he would have, in his capacity as Sheriff, to perform many more 
pleasant functions betokening the prosperity and general advancement of the 
city. 


12, Under the heading of “ Editorial Notes” the Kaiser-e-Hind ob- 
Koiser.e-Hind (18), 18th’ "TV® :—It is difficult to mention any public service 
oC 8), rendered by Mr. Barnett, Agent to the G. I, P. Railway 

Company, who has been appointed Sheriff of Bombay 
for the ensuing year. The only thing that can be said in regard to his appoint- 
ment is that it was a European’s turn to get the shrievalty and that the nominee 
is the head of a very large establishment. 


13. The Akhba’re Isla’m quotes a passage from one of the works of the late 
Narmadashankar Lalshankar, a poet said to be well- 
A deceased Gujarati poet known at Surat, Bombay and other :places, in which 


si Joni Isla’m (49), 22na the poet observes that during the three invasions which 
Tes. = Shivaji made on Surat for the spoliation of the city 


the inhabitants of the place were so much harassed 
that the mere mention of his name was enough to make them tremble, that in 
one single invasion he took away from the city nearly 380 krors of rupees in 
addition to the depredations and devastations made by his army which had 
full liberty to cut off the heads and hands of all those who concealed their 
wealth. The paper remarks that the chaos and confusion which prevailed in the 
time of Shivaji came to an end after the establishment of the glorious British 
rule in India. There is also, adds the paper, much historical evidence to show 
that Afzulkhan was deceitfully murdered by Shivaji, although for the past four 
years several Mahratta writers have been striving to prove the contrary. 


14, One of the beauties of the Indian National Congress is that no one 
hears anything about the movement till the time of 
Indian National Congress its regular sessions, that the same resolutions are 
ay Pee Masammacens. passed over and over again at each meeting, and that 
ave Islam (49), 21st . 
Dec. the movers of the resolutions are also generally the 
same, The absence of any news about meetings held 
for the election of delegates to the ensuing Congress shows that now the people 
are not so enthusiastic about the movement as they were before and that they are 
losing their confidence in it. If this state of things continues for some time 
more, the movement will die out. The Congresswalas pose as the represen ta- 
tives of the people of India, but neither Government nor the bulk of the masses 
consider them as such. Moreover, Government cannot comply with the de- 
mands made by the Congress as most of them are made only in the interest of 
the educated classes and to the disadvantage of the Muhammadans and other 
backward classes. The Muhammadan community has done well in keeping 
aloof from the movement from its very commencement. Of course some of its 
members have attended the Congress now and then, but they only represent 
themselves and not their community. It is not known whether any Muham- 
madan is going to the Congress this year, but if any one attends it, it will be for 
the sake of mere fun, | 
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15. We trust the Bombay Presidency Association will not misunderstand | 
} our attitude, if we venture to point out that it was a 
cna. yictivor may A — ae of wre. te = part not y wi convened a 
‘ ._-, public meeting for tne purpose of electing delegates 
send Indian National +) the ensuing National Congress. The edehilhinees 
Indu Prakdsh (29), 19th Of a public body carries with it the duty that it ought 
‘Dec., Eng. cols, _ to aim at achieving the greatest possible good it can. 
| Judged by this standard the procedure followed by 
the Presidency Association in the matter of electing delegates to the Congress 
requires to be abandoned and replaced by a better one. It is a mystery to us as 
to many others why the election of Bombay delegates should take place in 
camera, so to speak, and not ina public meeting assembled for the purpose. 
We think that an Association which has for its object the promotion of the 
political welfare of the country should not conduct its business on the old 
narrow lines, which may have been best suited to the times when the Association 
was started, but which fail to satisfy the new condition. At any rate, the course 
which leaves the public entirely in the dark as regards its own representatives 
carries with it its own condemnation. Moreover, when the public see that in many 
places election has taken place in public meetings, they are naturally surprised 
at the old-world procedure of the Association. We do not wish to condemn 
the Association for this little act of negligence. We have, however, a right to 
demand from it greater capacity to move with the times and better appreciation 
of new tendencies among the public. Let us hope the Association will see the 
necessity of changing its procedure in this matter from next year. 


16. Wedo not object to hero-worship, but are compelled to raise our 
voice against it when it takes the form of idol-worship. 
_ Remarks on the celebrae Wecan only laugh at the intelligence of those who 
| ae - ag = Pe hae started the ridiculous idea of decorating the statue 
Kaiser-e-Hind (18),:18th Of Sir George Birdwood in the University Library, 
Dec. , Bombay, on his birthday. Weare anxious to know 
with whom the idea originated. The admirers of Sir 
George might have as well arranged for a jatra (fair) in his honour. There have 
been several other Anglo-Indians in the Bombay Presidency who surpass 
Sir George Birdwood in every respect, and it is therefore strange that Sir George 
alone should have been singled out for this kind of honour, and that too in such 
a foolish way. There is no doubt that in this matter some one is pulling the 
strings from behind. 


17. The Bombay Municipal Corporation has done well to place on record 
its high appreciation of the eminent services rendered 
Mr. Snow as Municipa to the city by Mr. Snow, especially in the anxious and 
ee Bombay. trving period of the prevalence of the plague epidemic. 
wjara@ti (12), 18th Dec., ¢ : 
Eng. cols. As the Honourable Mr. Mehta justly observed, there 
had never been a period in the history of the local 
municipality when the times were so full of anxiety as during the régime of 
Mr. Snow. We wish something tangible had been done to acknowledge his 
services. The present times are, however, unfortunate for starting any such 
movement. Mr. Snow has been appointed Commissioner of the Central Division, 
and we hope he will by his tact and coolness impart to that panic-stricken 
Division some of his sturdy common sense and set an example to those who 
think that reactionary press laws, meddlesome press committees and antiquated 
regulations are the real pillars of the Indian Empire and the best instruments 
for reconciling the people to ill-considered and unpopular plague measures. 


18. The Vrittasa'r estimates the total cost of the Plague Commission that 
Nes Plasie Useusteaten is at present visiting different parts of India at nearly 
Vrittasa’r (183), 19th Dec. two lakhs of rupees and asks the question whether 
all the information that the Commission will collect 
could not have been extracted from reports published from time to time in the 
newspapers, and whether the work that the Commissioners are now doing by 
visiting every important place could not have been done at one place. In the 
opinion of the paper the following points ought to be rather closely investigated 
by the Commission :—-The plague measures of Government and how they 
inflicted‘untold misery upon the people; the state of bankruptcy to which 
CON 1506—4 
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several municipalities in the presidency have been reduced on account of the 
expensive system which the Bombay Government followed in dealing with the 
plague ; the evacuation of houses and the consequént inconveniences to people 
arising from rain and sun. The labours of the Commission, says the paper, are 
not calculated to do any good to India, since the Europeans who compose the Com- 


mission are not acquainted with the manners and customs of the Indians and 
can hardly realise how the plague measures might affect the Indians. 


19. In the whole of the evidence collected by the Plague Commission in 
Ralseroe:Hind (18). 18th Bombay, that of Dr. Weir, the Health Officer of the 
etapa lari (28), local municipality, is the most important, as we 
think that any other man in India had hardly opportu- 
nities like him of studying allabout this epidemic. Ifthe Corporation had only 
given due effect to the valuable suggestions made by Dr. Weir in his reports from 
time to time the city would not have sufferedso much. The only defect we find 
in him is that in out-door work he is not so energetic as he ought to be. He has 
thrown much light on the subject before the Commission and some of his 
suggestions deserve prompt attention. It will, however, be dangerous to 
entrust the municipal authorities with magisterial powers as suggested by him, 
for there is every likelihood of more harm than good being done to the people 
thereby. The regulations framed under the present Municipal Act are quite 
sufficient to bring to book those who commit nuisances in streets, and it only 
remains for Magistrates to take severe notice of such offenders, 


20. For the last week His Excellency the Governor kas been pleased to 
entertain the several plague committees of Bombay at 
Parties given by His Ex- Government House. While we thank His Excellency 


cellency Lord Sandhurst to for his high appreciation of the work already achieved, 
plague volunteers at Govern- 


ant House, Bowbay. we hope his words of encouragement will not fail. to 
Native Opinion (32), 22nd infuse among the volunteers a feeling of co-operation 
Dec., Eng. cols. and desire to carry on the work entrusted to them with 


still greater vigour. Many a time His Excellency 
has paid visits to the municipal and caste hospitals, but a visit to some chawl (oart) 
of the poor will give him some idea of the extent of improvement such build- 
ings are capable of, and show that without scientific precautions the plague’s hold. 
on the city can never be shaken. As to the wholesome advice which His Excel- 
lency gave to the volunteers in the matter of self-preservation we hold our 
own opinion; however, we dare say the thanks accorded by His Excellency to 
the volunteers will not fail to encourage them to fresh efforts in the matter 
of inspection. 


21. Weare extremely rejoiced to hear that the egg Government is 

| contemplating certain suitable provision for poor 

Pegged gg seen ee plague-affected families. The local plague 00g 

families. rities are to be entrusted with a certain amount 

Hubli Patra (98), 21st and they will be authorized to spend it for this 

anaes purpose. This munificence on the part of Govern- 
ment will lay people under deep obligations. 


22. We must admit that Surat was most for.unate in her plague officers 
and some of them were so kind that the people cherish 
‘Peso of Bievier Ropes for them feelings of most grateful affection. While- 
as a plague ollicer at Surat. the complaint against the militaries being employed 
= tag td mM . ie) on snes work was universal, Surat was most ae Hd 
in having in Risaldar Bapat a most sympathetic and 
successful plague officer. His success emphasizes the fact that the Native 
officers employed on plague work proved themselves quite worthy of the confi- 
dence reposed inthem by Government and their appointment was a sort of 
guarantee to the people that their scruples would be respected. Such an officer 
is Risaldar Bapat, and we assure him that the people of this cily will always 
cherish for him feelings of high esteem and warm affection. Mr. Bapat’s suc- - 
cess conclusively. proves that plague measures, however stringent and harsh, 
might be made acceptable to the people if their operation were entrusted to 
Judicious men like Risaldar Bapat. He has made himself extremely popular - 
and his departure is a matter of general regret. It gives us great satisfaction 
to see that the citizens of Surat have testified their appreciation of: Mr. Bapat’s 


tend 
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worth in a becoming manner. He is one of us and in honouring him we have 


honoured ourselves. 


23. We are pleased at the new plague policy of Mr. Weir, Collector 


Plague operations at Surat 
and a request to the Collector 
to abolish the detention 
camp. 

Gujardt Mitra (13), 18th 
Dec, 


to continue the detention camp any longer. 


of Surat, whereby he has secured the confidence of 
respectable citizens and saved the poor municipality 
from additional burden of plague charges. As there is 
not the least fear of plague being imported into the 
city and no doubt as to the Native gentlemen en- 
trusted with plague work discharging their responsible 
duties satisfactorily, it is, we think, quite unnecessary 
Mr, Weir is aware of the 


numerous complaints raised against the camp and the inconvenience to which 
the poor are put on its account. Some special arrangements may be made for 
the surveillance of those arrivals from infected places who cannot find respect- 
able persons to stand sureties for them, but the miserable camps should be done 


away with under any circumstances. 
24, The Prabhat of Hyderabad has been making no end of a row about 


Doubt expressed as to the 
truth of the complaint pub- 
lished by the Prabha't about 
the ill-treatment of some 
students by a plague doctor 
and the police at Keamari 
(Karachi). 

Phenix (8), 17th Dec. 


the alleged kicking scandal at Keamari and the de« 
tention of some students in the detention camps. 
Keamari is said to have been the scene of the occure 
rence and we flatter ourselves that we are suliiciently 
in the swim with what transpires around us to have 
heard something of the matter before our brother at 
Hyderabad. But not even a whisper of the alleged 


occurrence has so far:reached our ears, and we think 
that before opening his broadside upon the authorities at Keamari,; our con- 
temporary would have been well advised to have substantiated his information. 
We said in our last that no one calling himself a gentleman could be capable 
of the cowardice of kicking a helpless and inoffensivejyouth. Now, the two doctors 
on duty at Keamari are Dr. Mackenzieand Dr. Jennings. Dr. Mackenzie enjoys 
well deserved popularity for his courtesy and urbanity of manners, and all who 
know him will agree with us in thinking that he is about the last man likely to 
be guilty of the misdemeanour alleged by our contemporary’s correspondent, 
As for Dr. Jennings he has been here for about three years, engaged in the 
performance of one of the most difficult and delicate duties that ever fell to the 
lot of any medical officer, and though, of course, he may not have won golden 
opinions from all quarters for his strict enforcement cr unpopular measures, we 
have never heard a single serious complaint against him. Kicking a man, 
we should think, falls under the category of serious complaints. We are there- 
fore afraid that our contemporary has been hoaxed with a cock and bull story, © 
and if he be not above accepting a piece of advice from our humble selves, he 
will do well to make no more fuss about the matter, Ifa student has really 
been kicked, he can surely seek redress in a,Court of justice. Let the man 
who imparted the kick be prosecuted for assault and criminal intimidation and 
then we shall know the rights and wrongs of the case. 


25. The Karndtak Patra observes that the inhabitants of Dhaérwdr, who 

; had left the city temporarily on account of plague, 

pra barr Ney , are subjected to double inoculation and 10 days’ 

<n °» “quarantine before they are permitted to return to their 

homes, and that when they present themselves to the 

medical officer for inoculation they are ordered to wait until the outsiders are 

attended to. This procedure, adds the paper, entails great hardship on the 
people. | 

26. The dwellers in sheds erected outside Dharwar are at the mercy of 

robbers. Women are now and then attacked and 

Robberies in sheds at their ornaments wrested by force. It is deeply to be 

=. dim (100), 18th 2eStetted that Government should remain indifferent 

pee ene ) to the hardships which the people have to suffer on 

all sides. The stringency of plague regulations should 


—be slackened with a view to mitigate the sufferings of the people. 


a meee 


14: 


27. It is widely rumoured that a regiment consisting of 50 European 


Rumour about European 
soldiers being ordered to do 
plague work inthe Bijapur 

istrict. 

Karnattak Vaibhav (204), 
17th Dec. 


soldiers, with a commanding officer at its head, has 
been ordered for plague duty‘in the Bijapur District. 
We are anxious to know what particular work they 
will be entrusted with. Really speaking there is no 
necessity for these red-skinned sepoys in our district, 
and so it is difficult for us to understand the motive 
which prompts Government to send them here, 


28. The decision of Mr. Lord, Sessions Judge of Broach, in the case of the 


Remarks on the Broach 
murder case recently dis- 
posed of in the Bombay High 
Court. 

Deshi Mitra (61), 
Deo. 


22nd 


murder of a wealthy Patidér named Haribhai Gulab« 
bhai had caused panic amongst the inhabitants of 
Broach and made them extremely anxious about their 
own safety, as they believed that some of the accused 
were innocent. Their anxiety has, however, now been 
removed by the decision of the High Court. It is 
highly desirable that the authorities and the leading 


citizens of Broach should try to find out those who are guilty of concocting 
evidence against the innocent persons and bring them to book. © 


99. The Vdrtdnidhi is extremely happy to note that in a case in which 


Remarks on the conduct of 
the Satdéra Police in setting 
up cases. 

Vartdnidhs (176), 7th Dec. 


two Brahmins of W4i were charged with an offence 
punishable with death, Mr. Percival, First Assistant 
Collector of Satara, found that the evidence adduced 
by the police was extremely poor and that he therefore 
discharged the accused. Probably, the paper adds, 


the Christian Chief Constable of Wai might have, with a view to get some pro- 
motion, got up this case against’ the Brahmins, who have for the past three or 
four years been in the bad graces of Government. In the opinion of the 
paper such cooking up of evidence in murder cases will not be effectually 
stopped until the Chief Constables who forward such cases to the Magistrates are 


- reprimanded and severely punished. 


30. Under the heading “Our critic,” the Akhbdre Islém observes that 
many poor clerks and other subordinates have to spend 
nearly a month’s wages in sending the customa 
ns Gade tckiet Christmas presents of fruits and flowers to their 
“itleke tlie (49), gi, superiors, while the latter are pestered by patavalas 
i and other menials for bakshees (largesses) and requests 
the authorities to issue orders prohibiting both these 
practices. 


Some observations in con- 
nection with presents given 


Education. 


31. We are glad to know that the Educational Department, through a 
| representative committee, is revising its series of 
Marathi Readers. Expurgation and minor changes 
is the special work the Committee has been asked 
to recommend, Qn the whole the moral teaching 
of these books is good, but the lower motives for 
action are made prominent, such, for example, that 
" of doing right in order to please men or so as to 
leave a good name. ‘The question of poetry seems to us one of the most 
difficult, On the one hand one would naturally wish to see the national 
“poetry 3 etained, such as written by Tukaram, Ramdas and others ; on the other 
hand they are written from a false philosophic standpoint, which colours their 
teachings, and makes the poetry objectionable from the standpoint of Christians, 
who have to use these Readers as well as Hindus. Some of the poetry teaches 
very unhealthy principles of life. It will be interesting to see on what prin- 
ciple the Committee will retain or expurgate these pieces of poetry, acceptable 
to Hindus, but objectionable from a Christian standpoint. 


Remarks in connection 
with the revision of Marathi 
Readers ordered by the Bom- 
bay Educational Department. 

Dnydnodaya (28), 22nd 
Dec., Eng. cols. 
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32. The Jagadhitechchhu gives expression to its apprehensions regarding 


‘Remarks on the election of 
some Professors and teachers 
of the Deccan Education 
Society as delegates to the 
ensuing Indian National 
Congress. 

Jagadhitechchhu (128), 
17th Dec. 


the eligibility of the Professors and teachers belong- 
ing to the Government and grants-in-aid institutions 
for being elected delegates to the Indian National 
Congress, and asks Professor Gokhale, Professor Karve, 
Mr. Moti Bulasa and Mr. Devdhar, all belonging 


to the Deccan Education Society, if they are not 


so eligible, to request the secretary of the Poona 
Standing Congress Committee to have their names 


struck off from the list of delegates, 


a 


Native States. 


33. We learn that Bhanbai, the widow of Prince Joravar Khanji of 


Request to Government to 
appoint a commission to 
enquire into the case of an 
alleged spurious child brought 
forth by the widow of Prince 
Joravar Khanji of Bajana in 
Kathiawar. 

Kathidéwadno 


Hima@ yati 
(74), léth Dee, 


Bajana in the Jhdlévad Division of Kathidwér, has 
got up a spurious male child, that Thakor Nasib 


Khanji first connived at the conduct of the widow for © 


certain reasons but has now turned round, and that. 
several Nagar and European officers are also privy tothe 
act and have taken a sum of about ten lakhs of rupees 
from the widow. Under these circumstances it is 
highly desirable that Government should appoint an 


independent commission to enquire into this matter, 
as the charge of corruption brought against certain Bania Karbharisin Kathid- 
war that is now being investigated has its origin in the case of this spurious child. 


34. Under the heading ‘Independent Columns,” the Kathiawddno 
ticaiies wiles ih Himdyati observes :—It is to be regretted that some 
Highs the Thaker ol of the Chiefs of Kéthiawar, who now hold but nominal 
Wadhwin and a request to SWay, do not see thecvil consequences of quarrel- 
the Bombay Government in ling 
the matter. 


Kathidwa'dno Hima'yats 
(74), 18th Dec. 


afraid that they will not improve till they lose even 
the nominal powers they now possess. The constant 
litigations between the Chiefs on the one hand and 
the Bhaydts and others on the other have plunged both the parties heavily into 
debt and have given opportunities to their Karbharis and other interested persons 
to grow fat on their money. Wedo not know why the impartial administration 
of justice, for which the British Government is so well known, is not to be found 
in Kathidwdr and that some of the Chiefs should waste enormous sums of 


State money in vices and levy oppressive taxes on their subjects to recoup their © 


treasuries. This is nothing but a refined way of plundering the people. Look 
at the conduct of His Highness the Thakor of Wadhwan. Owing to his bad 
conduct his subjects have been impoverished and reduced to a most miserable 
condition. The Thakor’s debt amopnts to about twenty lakhs of rupees and 
he thinks of nothing but how to levy fresh taxes. It is said that he has issued 
an order imposing a tax on flour gathered by Brahmins and other mendicants 
and on the birth of every child in his State. This latter tax is similar to Jiyia 
which was fevied by Aurangzeb. It is difficult to understand why the 
authorities do not look into these matters. It is high time that the Bombay 
Government should take the management of the State in their hands, 


Intelligence extracted from the Press. 


35. In the death of the Maharaja of Durbhanga, which took place last 
Saturday, the Indian community loses one of its most 
= Dass of the Maharaja of oval leaders. He was one of the richest and most 
urbaanga. influential Zamindars in Bengal. He was deepl 
D ag Stoke ae impressed with the progressive tendencies of the i 
es and heartily supported every public movement which 
had for its object the welfare’ of the people, A Zamindar can command 
numberless opportunities of doing good to the people. He has means and he 
has influence, and if he only wills it, he can promote the happiness of his country- 
men. The Maharaja of Durbhanga was unquestionably a Zamindar of this 
com 1569—5 | 


with their relations and subjects, and we are 
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type. The single fact that he spent eight lakhs in relieving the distress caused 
by the last famine speaks volumes for his philanthropy and public zeal. He 
was an ardent supporter of the Congress, whose catise he advanced by ‘means 
of his purse and influence. So great was the influence he commanded and 
such was his fidelity to his political creed that he was many times unani- 
mously elected to the Viceregal Council by ‘the non-official members of the 
Bengal Council; and he justified his trust by the ability and keen soli- 
citude for public good which he showed as a member of the Council. In 
every way his death is a great loss to the Indian people We offer our condo- 
lence to the family of the deceased. [Several other papers of the week deeply 
regret the death of the Maharaja. | 


36. On the 15th instant a daring dacoity was committed at Kalghatgi. 
: The village was evacuated completely on account of 
Dacoity at Kalghatgi the virulence of plague and there was nota soul 


ser deer living round about. ‘This state of things emboldened 
’ oo) . Ss bc ; 
Sa Bandhu (100), 18th the dacoits to can y on their nefarious work fearlessly. 


It is said that the police had got an intimation of the 
dacoity a week before. On the appointed day, a band of dacoits. numbering 
about 20 attacked the house of a gentleman in the market place, and whilst they 
were at their work with no fear of detection as they thought, the Chief Constable 
and the Jamadar, assisted by two other police constables, arrived on. the scene. 
There being only one egress to the house a fight took place between the two 
parties, and the police being outnumbered were obliged to fire on the roobers. 
About 12 of the robbers were captured and the rest esuaped. This invident well 
exemplifies the fact that the rigour of plague measures as inaugurated by Govern- 
ment leads to such untoward results. People have grown powerless, hemmed in as 
they are on all sides with the fear of plague, dacoitics and the stringency of the 
British laws. It is not to be supposed that Government are unaware of the 
usefulness of arms under such circumstances, but their distrust of the subject 
people comes inthe way of removing the danger to which the people are 
exposed. ) | 


G. M. SA’THE, 


Reporter on the Native -Press. 
Office of the Reporter on the Native Press, 
New Secretariat, Bombay, 26th December 1898. 
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Lord Curzon’s appointment as— ... i ai pe 6 

Remarks on the address of the Calcutta Municipal Corporation to His 

Excellency Lord Elgin sia nee ca ene 4 

Remarks on the departure of His Excellency Lord Elgin direct from 

Calcutta to England ri ri = ae 5 ; 
Legislatton— 
Bombay Khoti Act Amendment Bills: Remarks on the — oe a ae 
Education — 
Bijépur High School: A notice served upon the Head Master of the — by a 

student dismissed for breach of discipline __... sa ove 26 
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List of Newspapers and Periodicals, 
| 
‘ ‘ a 
(For the week ending 31st December 1898,) 
) 
Number 
No. Names of Newspapers. ; Place of Publication, Edition. of Copies 
issued. 
| ea 
ENGLISH. 
1 |The Bombay East — ie ove ...| Bombay bea ie “—" see est 400 
2 »» Champion... ine bus cool EO. nis a | OS. eae 700 
3 5 Dnyan Prakésh . ‘ee -++| Poona .. aa coo} Do. cee 08 300 
4 » Indian Spectator and Voice of India... Bombay sa ee ae) ‘is 500 
D », Karachi Chronicle eee ees .».| Karachi oe A ees eee 500 
6 » KAathidwdr Times ose ee ceo) Rajkot ae ose DBE tes jee 75 
7 9 Mahratta .. eee eee eee eee Poona ee) @ee eee Weekly e260 eee 600 
8 4 Fem 3. ee »-| Karachi ave ».| Bi-weekly oe 500 
9 » Quarterly J ournal of the Poona Sarva- 
| janik Sabha ... ‘es esi oof POONA... jie .».| Quarterly “ad 300 
10 5 Railway Times ... sus os ies Bombay vis «oo Weekly ... Jou i 
11 » Sind Times see ove oe ‘vi Karécht o0 woof Bi-weekly ive 200 
ANGLO-GUJARA’TI. 
12 | The Deshabhakta sts ite ove ...| Baroda eis ...| Weekly .., ar 500 


18 99 Gujarati eee eee eee eee eee Bombay ee6 eee Do. eee eee 3,550 


14 gp “GR kk lee lee el Be a, oa ee ee 700 
15 » Gujarét Satya Samsher... ... © + Do. a ee eee i 306 
16 . mandi Pench  . .. “6 oes ...| Bombay eee oS ao ses 500 
17 99 Hindusthan eee see eee eee Do. eee eee Do. cee eee 976 


18 »» Jsaiser-e-Hind ... ae ees soc] DO, 00s ek. ae we 2,500 
19 ,» Kathidwdr News... oes oe .-| Rajkot... coe §=—S_ oe | Bi-weekly 
20 », Praja Bandhu _.. 20 Lee »-| Ahmedabad ... ooo] Weekly .., ae ees 
21 » Rast Goftar eco sitee tees owe] COMMDAY a ee ee 1,700 
99 5 Shri Sayaji Vijaya ose os .».| Baroda eee oS ie ere wr 2,200 


93 9 Sury4 Prakash * 206 eee eee eee Surat ees eee 60 Do. eee eee 500 
ANGLO-KA’NARESE. 

94, The Rajahansa eee eee eos eos Dharwar ece ase Weekly toe eee 200 
ANGLO-MARATHI. 

95 The Din Bandhu eee eee cc eee Bombay eee Gee Weekly Ose eee 1,0€0 

26 »5 Dunydn Chakshu ... ase ae ee-| Poona ... coe an oe sal 900 

27 5, Dnydénodaya jas is ea ---|/ Bombay oe on See ce 600 

23 5 Friend of Israel ,.. vee coe see! Do. cee -e.| Monthly ... ais eee 

29 », Indu Prakash _... oe ose set : 00. oe om Bi-weekly nai 600 

30 » Kaémgdr or Workman ... o. +! Do, on ee ee ac es 1,000 

ol 99 Maratha Mitra eee eee eee saad Do. hi eee Do. eee eas as 

32 » Native Opinion ... 00: i ont es ‘a »..| Bi-weekly — 

33 » Prekshak* ee ee ee ...| Satara me ..| Weekly ... Be ne 


34 99 Samarth eee toe eee eve eee Kolhapur ees ees Do. ee: eee 
35 , Shahu Vijaya. ... ne bes nat a poe ie ee aa or 
36 a Shri Saydji Vijaya ee ci ...-| Baroda... a »e| Bi-weekly waa 3,000 


37 », subodh Patrika ... soe sie ..-| Bombay wa woof Weekly ... sal 500 
38 », sudharak.. ues sic ves »ee| Poona... ae n° we oe * ae 3,000 
ANGLO-PORTUGUESE. 
39 | O Anglo-Lusitano om ‘ies me -» | Bombay i ...| Weekly ... ol 1,000 
40 The Boletim Indiano eee ese eee see Do. eee ees Do. oat een 500 
ANGLO-SINDI. ; 
41 |The Prabhat ... se one sie ..| Hyderabad (Sind) ...| Weekly ... poe 450 
Exorise, MARra'THI AND GUJARA'TI. 
. : . ¢ 
, 492 The Baroda Vatsal eco ace eee eee Baroda eee eee Weekly eee eee 550 
Enauisn, MarstHI AND KANARESE. a | 
43 |The Karnéiak Patri... so ee eee Ddtwhr “14, veoh Weekly eve cool 400 
cox 1521—2 
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4 
oe Number 
No. Names of Newspapers, Place of Publication. Edition. 7 iy 
saenstat | | 
GUJARATI. 
ron ee ees Ahmedabad eee eee Weekly eee ees 250 
- ea agen. eee! = eee eee Surat ee@¢ eee fee Monthly eee eee "ae 
46 i aUihie-c idm coo eee eee eve Bombay eee ° a eee 1200 
47 99 Akhba4re Soddgar eee eee eee Do. ee . Manth' ees eee . 50 
48 | ,, A’ry’ Dharm Prakfsh ... «0 «| Do. el y igi: 5 100 
49 » Bhim Sen. see goes er ee oe ne Do. 3900 
50 » Bombay ee ak. eee oe Wackis vee 100 
61 5, Broach aie nee ash ees —" is on Oats y oes sO 
§2 »» Broach Samac eee ove “a ee 0 oc ee - 
63 | .. BuddhiPrakésh.., .... «»  . v| Amedabad .. ves Monthly vse 900 
54 » Cambay Gazette ,. enh ‘ic ai Saar” iis ; ne " % 4 
55 » Chandra ... =o» oe ics ne ee aes | wee] soe 900 
56 » Deshi Mitra ein a és Pe Ge. aree ss ata hoe V on sve a 
57 ” Din Mani coe 200 coe ere Broach... eee nee M OO aa oe 900 
58 ” Dnyén Sudha eee TT) eer 930 Ahmedabad eee aes Do. Y vee “or 350 
59 » Dny4na Vardhak ... ee ...| Bombay ase i D ove eee 300 
60 . Bere... ‘ai ss is Do. i veel a oe os es oa 
6] » Gap Sap ... oe ie v0 ‘nl ees oe ie a me y , con 
62 », Hitechchhu ees v0 ...| Ahmedabad... as ro y ee 9 800 
63 ,, J4m-e-Jamshed .., ses oe ...| Bombay ss we # . po 
64 », vangali —... i « ooo oes és 7 ts ob 
65 »» Kachha Saméchér so ee ...| Bombay ose coal ne soe pt 
66 » Kaira Khetiwddi Patra .., ie at ae adidd es iui = Y 0 ame rs 
67 » Kaira Vartaman .., eae es ...| Kaira ii ie Meg a - pi 
68 » Kathidwddno Himéyati... = a Ahmedabad em vel 0. a és ; a. 
69 » Kathiawar Times,,, sae et ...| Rajkot a oat ae é ‘“ 
70 », Kelavni ... coe sss ove ...| Baroda ay ge y. i 1,000 
71 »» Khoja Samachar ... oe oe ...| Bombay res ma D, ly vee ove 
72 »» Navsari Prak4sh ,,. oi wis vee| NAVSAPL ‘ie veel a. oe “i ‘ai 
73 9 Nure Elam eee ee eee eee Bombay ine ee ont y . an 
oe ee eee Fortnightly ‘a 250 
75 » Praja Mitra rT ie ove ...| Sardéchi pe nose = Seem os a 
76 ee ee ee Ce ae ae be oer ye 
77 a ee ee a ee Bombay sai - a vee . “. 
78 » Rajyabhakta _... ove ove .0o| Do. one oe Da rr a+ 
79 5, samsher Bahédur as ..-| Ahmedabad ,,, ae 0. . oe é 
80 | ,, Satyavakta er ..| Fortnig Hy ‘ail 550 
81 » satya Vijaya ae me se ...| NAndod % Do. ‘ " 
82 55 Stri Bodh.. ss a ... Bombay is Monthly .. ae 500 
83 », surat Akhbér _..., Ave cool PURAE 4... ...| Weekly a 800 
84 » Svadedh Bandhu vs cic ons ...| Mahudha ee ee ca 250 
85 ,, Udichya Hitechchhu Patri ... ...; Ahmedabad ..,_... Monthly .. o 600 
— «86 »  Vaishnava.. saa ve oem " Bombay ne nee Fortnightly ney 200 
87 a Vishvadarskan ati sus = | Kaira ooo e | Weekly ,,, a 325 
HINDI. 
: r 8,000 
88 | The Shri Venkateshvar Samdchér ... .-| Bombay 7 vee| Weekly .., aes 
K A’NARESE, 
89 |The Chandrodayi ... ai .| Dharwar “a vay mn. ~@ 200 
90 » Hubli Patra ica a sect SETAE kc sl anes : aa 
9] » Karndtak Vritt ... et Sas ee} Dharwar a ge me oh 
y2 », woka’ Bandhu _..., ‘0 ae a i | s po 
93 5, wRasik Ranjini as ...| Gadag on eee a : 
94 5» satya Vritt ee Do. ae a 20 
MARATHI, 
95 | The A’r4m _... nas see io .«.| Bombay ...| Fortnightly 600 
96 » Arunodaya a és ee cs Thana ‘a | Weekly cee : 740 
97 » A’ry4vart... si cee i. ..| Dhulia se i eee ; 205 
98 a * ee ect ..| Ratnagiri ‘. a. | ©: 3 
99 » Belgaum Cie. ..| Belgaum ao tee . 315 
100 9 Bhut eee 900 Th eee MP Bombay oe es Do. +5 1,250 
101 » Chandanshu oa ee bea ...| Lasgaon oe el Do. sa 250 
102 sy > MIMO cin. day ame ..| Chikodi oes ea co 300 
103 ,, Chandrodaya... ‘ii ca ...| Chiplun 2 ne es aa 0 
104 rT) Chikitsak... eee vee vee o6é i 7" > Do. " pe 750 
105 ro Chitragupta Sie os oe ...| Marad .. - sto De: _ 200 
106 » Daivadnya Mitr’ one ies a Bombay és sl Monthly ... = 500 
107 | ,, Daivadnya Samdchér .,,... 1. = ee eee 300 
198 9 Dakshin Vritt eee eee ee é6 k olhaépur a eee Weekly me aie 150 
109 » Deshakdlavartamén ...  .., «| Erandol ee a ae ee 4b 
110 9 Dhanada... eee oe ees eee Vengurla ° eee an bad Pe 700 
111 », Dharwar Vritt ,., a ee eee} Dharwar »».| Weekly ., a: 750 
112 9 Dhureen eee ose eee coe Belgaum ee ee Do. ese ene 500 
113 = Duyén Prakésh «, eee ove eee ooo} Poon oe eee . Do. : ] CCO 


Names of Newspapers. 


Place of Publication. 
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115 
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117 
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119 
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121 
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139 
140 
141 
142 
143 
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147 
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149 
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176 
177 


178 
179 
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181 
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184 
185 
186 


MaRA'tTHI—contimed, 


The Dnydn 8 


;, Ganga Lahari ... ove 
99 Gurékhi coe eee eee 
» Gurdkhi ... oe eee 
» Hindu Punch ... ove 
» vagadadarsh w. tes 
, vagad-hitechchhu vee 
, dagatsamachar eo ove 
»» Walt 0° eve 
» KAélid&s os 0 
»» Kalpataru... se vee 
» Karmanuk oe oe 
» Keral Jokil coe eee 
~ BE ka ose see 
», Kh4éndesh Chitragupta ... 
,, AKhdndesh Vaibhav... 
» Khara Prakaér ... ove 
», Kumtha Vritt ... son 
» Kutumbi ... oe oes 
», Uokaseva... one ave 
,, Madhu Makshika ee 
9 Madhu Vritt . -ee eee 
», Mahdrashtra Vritt 0: 
», Manohar ... vee eee 
» Mitrodaya ote n08 
5, Moda Vritt ove ove 
» Mumbai Vaibhav a0 
» Nagar Sam&chér... os. 
», Nasik Vaibhav ... or 
5, Nasik Vritt oe ane 
», Nipdni Vaibhav .., ove 
» Nydya Sindhu vee 
5, Panchanan ove 00 
, Pandhari Bhushan os 
», Pandhari Mitré ... is 
, Pen Samacha: ... oe 
» Poona Vaibhav ... +0 
5, Prabodh Chandrika a 
,, Prabodh Ratna ... 0 
ee: ee _ ‘a 
» Raghav Bhushan ove 
5, saty’ Shodhak oes 
5, satyavakta coe 
»  shikshak ... oe oes 
», Sholapur Samachér _... 
,, Shubh Suchak ... oes 
», sudarshan i ove 
,, ‘sudhakar ove oe 
» Sumant ... eee sas 
» cukéram ... oe a 
» Vartadarsha ee ove 
» Vartanidhi ose eo 
99 Vatandar. ee eee Ty) 
»» Wengurla Vritt ... ove 
5, Vidya Vilas ‘as ee 
9 Vikshipta eee eee eee 
» Vividh Dnydn Vistar... 
»  Vritéasar ... ne 

», VWritt Sudha vee 08 
oo NyeDSe oc vee eee 
»» Yeola Vaibhav ... vs 

SINDI- 

The Khairkhah Sind 
ye Muin-ul-Isl4m eee ee 
,», sind Sudhar ees ses 

URpDo. 

{he Alam Aphroz Bambai ... 
,, Azad Punch ... owe 
,, Eombay Punch Bahddur,,, 
” India Gazette eee eee 
» Jahanuma.., 000 eee 
», Makbul-e-Aalum eee 
», Munsif-i-Deccan .. ove 
» Muslim Heraid oe ov 
9 Safir... eee oe6 

BY see eee 


Sult4n-ul-Akhb 


Kolhapur 


.| Ndsik ... a 
-»+| Bombay _— 
oF Ree ‘a 
oof LNANA ... _ 
...|/ Ahmednagar ... 
«| Poona ,., ‘s 
eo.| Thana ... opie 
eoeof Poona ..; ME 
-ee| Dharwar as 
...| Sholapur ee 
occ] POONAce eve 
...| Bombay s 
»e.| Poona... ; 
»»-| Dhulia re 
a a) ne 
»»-| Bombay ‘ 
»..| Kumta 
..| Sholapur 
eon NAsik ‘ee eas 
«+| Beloaum - 
jo Wee ae vs 
eo] DACATA oe. a 
ooo] SOMpur ii 
eoe| OALAYA .., Be 
i ee es rer 
»+e| Bombay eee 
...| Ahmednagar ,,, 
occ] NASI ... bi 
se Do. ... sia 
...| Nipani.,.. ee 
...| Ahmednagar ,., 
..| Karaéd... ‘“ 

.|Pandharpur ... 

Do. a 


an on 
.| Talegaon Dabhdda 
| Jalgaon 


Barsi .. 


.| Islampur 
| Yeola ... 
.| Ratndgiri 
.| Vengurla 


Chikodi 


.| Shol4pur 
.| Satara ... 


Ahmednagar .,.. 


.| Pen 


ooo] Karad ,,. ee 
..| Ahmednagar ,,, 
eee} Malvan ms 
...| Poona .., a 
».-| BijApur es 
.| Vengurla eo 
...| Kolh&pur - 
.».| Bombay ah 
ee0 Do. ae 
eee Wai Ke <<‘ 
occ Satara eee eee 
ooo] POONA ... we 
coe Yeola iat nas 
eee Karachi 
: Do. “— 
poo ieee ae 
-++, Bombay mee 
ask” Te. ase 
ss Do. oe 
se Deo. see 
‘ Do. nS 
ool ai ies 
.».| Ahmednagar 
.-.| Bombay eee 
s Do. vr 
eee Do. ee8 


+] Weekly ... 
ee Do. eee 
ee Do. eee 
ee Daily Siunls 
eee Weekly eee 
cen a ge 
@ee Do. ce6 
eee Do. eee 
see Do. 
{0 i ee 
we eee Wee 
an Se. eee 
-»-| Monthly... 
«| Weekly ... 
ee a 
cee Do. fe 
ee+| Monthly 
| Weekly 
ee Do. ee 
ae Do. 
és Do. ‘ 
si a ee 
tee Do. ver 
e+} Fortnightly 
»--| Weekly .,.. 
iv am. ee 
“— Daily eee 
cool Weekly . 
ee Do. eee 
eee Do. eee 
Do. ‘ 
Do. 
ma wn 
es we 
Poe Do. ae 
eos} = Do. se 
oe ee 
0 a ses 
fe Do. 
Pe Do. 
eee Do. 
re eae) 
ae eee 
eee Do. 
a Ty = ees 
ee 
— | hee 
” Do. ‘ 
ees Do. eee 
eee Do. es 
eee Do. 
in aa 
ot a ee 
ssel - ane. ; 
eee Do. eee 
lid Do. eee 
--| Monthly .., 
--| Weekly 
eee Do. ‘. 
e- Do. eee 
ee Do. eee 
--| Weekly ... 
eee Do, ate 
, De 
-++| Tri-monthly 
| Weekly .., 
‘on a 
ah as 
vin ee ae 
a ee 
eee Do. er 
Ses Te ee 
,  - <m 
cool Daily aes 
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6 
: Number 
No. ‘7 Names of Newspapers. Place of Publication. Edition. of Copies 
——_— ‘\ we 
MaRa’THI AND Ka'NARESE. 
188 The Chandrika, eee eee eee eee Ba alkot eee . eee Weekly eee eee 100 
189 99 Karniétak Vaibhav « €@@ eee eee Bij pur eee _ eee Do, eee eee 300 
190 ” Siddheshvar eee eee eee eee Do. eee eee Do. eee eee 150 
191 » Vichéri... ee fac yes ...| Kérwadr ie i ee ee oe 453 
192 99 Vijapur Vritt eee .: Oe eee 1) Bijapur eee | fT) Do. eee ees eee 
MaRA’tHI AND URDU. 
193 | The Gulbarga Samachar ... sos pe OO | Weekly ... sud 450 
PORTUGUESE-KONKANI. | 
194 | The Luso-Concanim .,.. oes ‘ss »..| Bombay iss wal Weekly ... ‘i 500 

Notes,—A.: The notices from the different Newspapers have been collected in che Report under different heads 
which are printed in italics. ) 

B. The names of Newspapers are printed in the margin of the Report in italice, and the number of the News- 
paper in the above list is printed in brackets after the name, 

(©, The system of spelling vernacular words followed by the Reporter is the same as that adopted in the 
Official Spelling List of the Bombay Presidency. One peculiar feature of this system is that wnen the long (a Bf 
or d) is the last letter of a word, the accent is left out, and the short a(S] = wu in gun) is, to prevent confusion, 
never placed at the end of a word, This rule has been strictly followed, except that when the short a appears to be 
absolutely necessary to complete the pronunciation of a word, asin Arunodaya or the well-known Mitra, it is printed 
with a mark over it to indicate that it isshort, thus--d, 

D. The figures giving the circulation or number of copies published of each newspaper and pericdical as 
furnished by the proprietor, are not guaranteed as accurate, and in some instances must be regarded with caution. 


ET AS, 


oo = ae a aa 
ug ee eo TPS 
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ete 
> an 


ev 


Politics and the Public Administration, 


1, The Arunodaya approvingly mentions a remark said to have been recent- 

ly made by Lord Salisbury to the effect that the party 

of in power has to be very careful and cautious in its 

+ agg st Maen Vf thi, measures when the party in opposition is on the watch 
country ? and ready to criticise them, and in commending that 
Arunodaya (96), 25th Dec, remark for the guidance of leaders of Native society in 
India with reference to the administration of the Indian 

Government observes :—Though it is true that the people of India have no voice 
in the administration of their country and that those English officers who carry 
it on are generally indifferent to the sense of the people, yet if the people closely 
watch the measures of Government, the officials of Government will certainly 


What should the people of 


have to be very careful, as pointed out by Lord Salisbury in his remark above 


mentioned. If the people, consistently with their duties as loyal subjects, continue 
to point out the faults and defects of the Indian administration, the officials will, 
without doubt, be restrained in their administration and will not do everything 
according to their sweet will. For the present uncontrolled administration the 
officers are not so much to blame as the subject people themselves, It is a prin- 
ciple of British constitution that no country should be governed irrespective of the 
wishes of the people thereof and there is no reason why this principle should not 
apply to India. If, therefore, in consonance with our duties as subjects we urge 
upon our rulers the necessity of consulting our wishes in all they do, no law or 
enactment will prevent us from so doing, If we become ready to tell our rulers 
that they should make no rule or regulation without our consent and that we 
shall be bound to observe or obey it only if it be so made, and to shape our conduct 
accordingly, what law shall we have infringed? Some inconsiderate officers 
might come in our way in this matter and might even harass some of us in 
the beginning, but there is no doubt that ultimately we shall be adjudged to have 
been in the right, and the administration of the country will be carried on on the 
basis of popular representation. Nothing can be got without some sacrifice 
or suffering, the only important thing to be kept in mind in the matter being 
our duties as subjects. - 


2. Whatever allowance may be made for the serious difficulties Lord 
Elgin had to contend against, the fact is undeniable 


His Excellency Lord Elgin that his administration has been not only barren of 


as Viceroy of India. oye RO 
Indu Prakash (29), 26th 22Y good results, but positively productive of harm. 


Dec., Eng. cols. The régime which has witnessed an unjust and un- 

profitable war, in which many valuable lives were 
lost and which put an unprecedented strain on the public revenues, making 
them unavailable for the purpose of effecting the most necessary reforms in 
the administration, which has been characterized by such despotic acts as the 
imprisonment without trial of two noble Sardars and by such repressive legis- 
lation as the Sedition Act, and which has treated public opinion with the most 
contemptuous indifference, cannot be said to be worthy of filling even an 
ordinary place in history. Itmay be that the overmastering Secretary of State 
for India left Lord Elgin no latitude for independent action, that most of the re- 
actionary measures and pernicious acts of the last three years may be traced to 
the evil hand of Lord George Hamilton. Such was the defence Lord Elgin 
recently attempted to ‘give of his frontier policy. But does not the Viceroy 
who confesses that he allowed his conscience to be suppressed in obedience 
to orders from Whitehall stand self-condemned in the eyes of all reasonable 
men? This single fact, that he became a mere tool in the hands of the 
assertive Secretary of State and carried out his mandates with submissiveness, 
proves the essentially weak stuff of which he is made. And if such is the 
record of his rule and such the qualities or no-qualities he possesses, who will 


blame the Caleutta Corporation for maintaining perfect reticence in their 


address on the general character of his rule now coming to its close? If, indeed, 
it had acted otherwise, it would have been unworthy of its best traditions and 
of its general character for independence. 
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3. The Kesari, in comparing the characters of the incoming and outgoing 
_  Viceroys, makes the following observations :—Judging 
Lords P Curzon and Elgin by the valedictory address given by the Calcutta 
“Resari (127), 27th Dec. | Municipal Corporation to Lord Elgin and the welcome 
| | addresses given by the Bombay and Calcutta Cor- 
porations to Lord Curzon, we are inclined to believe that the people are so 
enthusiastic about the arrival of Lord Curzon, not because they entertain 
high hopes of his future career as a Viceroy without any misgivings, but because 
they are for the present at least relieved of a disgusting state of things under 
Lord Elgin. The Bombay and Calcutta Corporations have based their hopes 
of the Viceregal career of Lord Curzon on the pronouncements that he has 
made during the last two months, thereby making it clear that they have been 
unable to find out in the whole of his previous career any event of import- 
ance to justify them in entertaining high expectations from his Viceroyalty. 
There is no doubt that, whatever Lord Curzon might do, he will do it 
on his own responsibility. The beginning of Lord Curzon’s career is the 
end not only of the career of Lord Elgin, but of that of even Lord George 
Hamilton. 


4, Under the heading “Short and Sweet,’’ a contributor of the Rast Goftdr 
observes :—The addre-s voted by the Municipal Cor- 
Remarks on the address of poration of Calcutta to His Excellency Lord Elgin is 
the Caleutta Municipal Cor- nothing but an insult to His Lordship, and I shall not 
poration to His Excellency b ited tn Gon lik 2 ha Gel t Lt 
Lord Elgin. e surprised in the least if he declines to accept it. 
Rést Gofta'r (21), 25th Dec. Important events such as famine, plague, earth- 
quake and the frontier wars which occurred during the 
régime of His Excellency ought to have been referred to in the address. There is 
not the least doubt that Lord Elgin has successfully dispersed the war clouds, that 
he leaves the country in complete peace and that he has minimised the chances 
of disturbance in this country by enacting the new law of sedition. It is impossible 
for those Babus, who are the advocates of the Congress and who clamoured against 
the new law of sedition, to acknowledge a single service of a high and -respon- 
sible English official. There is nothing strange that the Congresswalas should 
be discourteous in the matter of presenting addresses to the retiring Viceroy who 
gave no countenance to their humbug, 


5. It is well that His Excellency Lord Elgin, who has not done a single 
good act during his Viceroyalty, is leaving the 
Remarks on the departure Indian shores direct from Calcutta and thereby saving 
of His fxcellency LordElgin the people of different places from presenting him 
direct from Calcutta for ; ' 
Haske, valedictory addresses though out of mere courtesy. This 
Gujarati (13), 25th Dec. 18 probably the first instance of a Viceroy departing 
from India at the end of his term of office without 
receiving a number of addresses, and it shows that the condition of those 
responsible officers who fail in their duty towards the people is unenviable. 
It is to be hoped that Lord Curzon, who is an eye-witness to all this, will take 
a lesson and see that the people are utterly indi‘ferent towards high officials 
who do not take steps to advance their welfare. 


6. The Indu Prakash entertiins a very bright prospect of the Viceregal 

career of Lord Curzon on the ground that, however pre- 

Lord Curzon’s appointment judiced His Lordship might be against India by evil- 

as Z iceroy of India. advisers, Lady Curzon, who is an American and so be- 
ndu Prakdsh (29), 29th 1 , , ° 

Dec. ongs to a land of liberty, is sure to influence him for the 

good of the country. The paper expresses its satis- 

faction that the Madras Congress happens to be held about the time of Lord 

Curzon’s arrival, since simultaneously with what the paper calls garbled 

reports by his flattering officers he will have an opportunity of learning the 

views of leading Indians. 


7. Lord Curzon has delivered many speeches, but the more he delivers, 
like the one which he made at Derby, the better does 

Lord Curzon at Derby.on it promise for the peacefulness of the. country over 
the qualities required by @ which he has been called to rule. ‘The great qualities 
Viceroy of India. : : ot - Tob , ) 
Champion (2), 25th Dec, required by a Viceroy, remarked His Lordship, are 


“courage and sympathy,” and nothing truer has 
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been said about Indian politics for many along day. We hope that Lord 
Curzon will constantly keep these, his own, words before him. A Vicero 
necds courage—courage to resist the bad advice which is so often given to him 
by the military and other cliques that reign at Simla; courage to resist the evil 
influence of an Anglo-Indian press; courage to seek out the leaders of the 
people; and courage to weigh their opinions before he embarks upon any 
scheme that has todo with the happiness of India. If Lord Curzon has that 
courage—and we hope much from him—he will be a successful Viceroy, and, 
after the experience to which we have recently been used, we do want a 
Viceroy of that character. Sympathy, remarks Lord Curzon, is also one of the 
attributes.of an Indian statesman, With sympathy everything can be done in 
India, without it nothing can be done. In a few days Lord Curzon will arrive 
in Bombay, and if the people desire to decorate their houses to show their 
feelings of respect,—and we see every reason why they should do so,—we would 
suggest a motto to the following effect: “My Lord, remember your own 
words — Courage and Sympathy.” 


8. There is a crisp directness about the utterances of His Excellency 
the Governor of Madras which the rulers of other 
His Excellency Sir Arthur provinces in India would do well to imitate. He 


Havelock, Governor of Ma- ‘ - 
dras, praised for some of his does not make lengthy. orations—his longest efforts do 


recent speeches. not exceed twenty minutes ; but his speeches, brief as 
Indian Spectator (4), 25th they are, are remarkable for their sound sense and 
Dec. admirable, but inoffensive, candour. He has the 


courage of his convictions too, as when from his -place 
in Council he, in a few pithy sentences, protested against the present system of 
provincial contracts as demoralizing the Imperial and the Provincial Gov- 
ernments alike. The last occasion on which Sir Arthur Havelock spoke was 
at the opening of the Madras Educational Conference, and the address fully 
bears out His Excellency’s reputation as a trained and experienced adminise 
trator. 


9. The attitude of the English Government towards the Anarchists 
, and the reply given by it to the other European 
—— ok bse a hi powers declining to hand over the Anarchists taking 
“Gujarati (13) gre ‘Dec Shelter in England until it was convinced of their 
disloyalty is really praiseworthy. It is a notorious 
fact that Anarchists are very mischievous and do not scruple at times even to 
murder innocent persons; but it must be borne in mind that their object is 
very noble, and that is to secure rights for the people. The people of England 
have shown by their attitude in the present case that they are for the people of 
any country whatever. How can such an independent nation then fail to grant 
due rights to the people of India when the proper time comes P 


10. The great scientists who are now collecting information at the different 
plague centres as to the nature of the plague poison, 
the method of its origin and propagation, and the form 
and effect of preventive remedies, will certainly render 
an amount of service to science and humanity by sug- 
gesting the nearest approach to a solution of these complicated questions; but 
the practical problem of organizing plague measures for stamping out the 
poison wherever it manifests itself, for preventing it from spreading to non- 
infected localities, for successfully or at least humanely treating plague patients, 
according to the results of the labours of the Plague Commission, will have to 
be solved by the executive department of the Government for itself, without deriv- 
ing any light from this Commission or even from its past experience summoned 
up and reviewed in an impartial public enquiry. In view of this fact the Com- 
mission can neither be of any great use to the people of this country, who by 
their education are only meant to be clerks or subordinate officers in Government 
service, nor to the governing oligarchy whose judgment in such matters is 
perhaps thought to be above correetion. “Somehow this Commission, which is to 


The Plague Commission, . 
Prekshak (33), 26th Dec., 


cost the poor people of this country a good deal at a time of great financial stress, 


is to leave untouched the only question in which they are most interested. After 
all, there will at least be one great consolation to the Indians, that the money 
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will have been spent in the cause of science and its benefits will be felt and 
reaped by England and other self-governing nations of Europe. The question 
of plague measures is the only one which has any practical interest for the 
people of this land. It has been the occasion of many unseemly and almost 
unheard of riots; it has cost Government many valuable lives, European and 
Native ; it has cost the rich townsman and the poor villager his domestic 
comfort and personal freedom of action; it has, in fact, multiplied the incon- 
veniences of life in some cases to an intolerable degree. The judgment of an 
impartial tribunal on the first plague administration in Poona, Bombay and 
other places, the origin of riots and the process by which Government came 
to believe that high class Natives of education and social position were as honest 
and efficient for plague work as British soldiers would be very valuable for the 
student of history and the succeeding generations of Anglo-Indian statesmen 
and administrators. Finally, the question of apportioning plague expenditure 
between the Imperial and Provincial Governments, as also between Government 
and local bodies, might be profitably considered in the light of information 
regarding the origin and propagation of this disease. The Commission should 
also consider the liability of the Home Government to contribute towards the 
expenses of this calamity which has come upon India through the worldwide 
commercial activities of England and the consequent unimpeded communication 
of Bombay with the far East, though a different view has been ingeniously 
suggested by the Police Commissioner of Bombay. 


11. There seems to be a general feeling among the supporters of the 

; Congress that the time has come when it should 

The Indian National Con- cease to be a merely annual, peripatetic, resolution- 
as gy the apathy of its passing body. There is no principle observed in the 
Indian Spectator (4), 25th lection of delegates. The annual gathering over, the 
Dec. delegates depart to their homes, and till next Christ- 


mas comes round they do not evidently trouble 


themselves much about what is being done to give practical effect to the resolu- 


tions passed. No better instance of this apathy can be cited than the non- 
publication as yet of the report of the Congress sessions held at Calcutta two 
years ago. We hear from private and reliable sources that, in spite of the 
strenuous efforts of the Madras Committee, subscriptions are not coming in as 
quickly or as freely as they used todo. Important centres of intelligence and 
wealth are holding back or are remitting a reluctant mite to the funds of the 
organisation. Influential men in the community, who have done yeoman’s 
service to the cause of the Congress, speak with ill-concealed disgust of the 
predominance accorded in the councils of the Congress to the extremists and 
irreconcilables. We are not surprised that a leading organ of the Congress 
in Calcutta insists that it is essential, in order to save the Congress from 
collapse, to elect a leader whom the whole party will pledge itself implicitly 


to obey. But where are the leaders who watched at the cradle and guided 


the infancy of the Congress movement? Some have been removed by death, 
but what has become ofthe rest? They have been discredited in their own 
party by the malevolent cliquism which pursues with personal hatred every 
one who attains some degree of success in public life in this country. We do 
not wish to add to the multitude of counsel that has been placed at the disposal 
of the Congress as to its future constitution and policy. Our best wishes are 
with those who are sincerely desirous of introducing a touch of life into the 
splendid barrenness of the annual proceedings. _ 


12. The “ Indian Congress’? which sits in judgment every year on what 

the Government is doing for the people, and what 

-The Indian National Con- the people want and do not want, meets again this 
s* Acie Lae ae week for three days to make big long speeches, repeat- 
24th Des., Eng. cols. ing what has been repeated so often, and to go to 
sleep with folded arms for the remaining three 


hundred and sixty-two days, throwing the cares of existence to the winds, to 


wake again from their hibernian sleep at the corresponding period next year, as. 


18 their wont. We hope we shall not be accused of running down the movement 
if we say that it has sérved very little purpose beyond creating a wide chasm 
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between the rulers and the ruled—that, in short, it has proved far too short of 
its real aims, because it is a body without a constitution and without a leader; 
and this because every one wishes to be a leader without possessing the nece 

qualifications. It being so,all: who are competent to lead keep themselves 
aloof from it, and let those who should be led severely alone do what they 
can, to their no little ridicule and the disgust of the public at large, which 
under the circumstances can entertain for it nosympathy. Without a constitu. 
tion and without a leader no institution can be recognised, and the fact 
that Natives areso backward or the cause is so weak and distasteful that 
nobody comes forward to be at the helm of affairs goes deadly against the 
movement. A Bengalee paper puts forward the names of several Bengalees and. 
a Bombayite that of Mr. Justice Ranade, whom it wishes to resign the service in 
order to take up the lead. We doubt very much if Mr. Ranade would follow this 
advice and accept the trust simply because the educated Natives—most of them, 
if not all—are seldom known to work in harmony, as they seem to take a frantic 
delight in unwholesome rivalry and in running down one another. Unless the 
Congress is a living organisation, unless its working is entrusted to a body of 
about twenty-five persons who are capable of working, who ean afford to work 
all the year round, and, if need be, dive deep their hands into their pockets, the 


movement will prove a flat failure, no matter how often it meets to condemn 
one thing or the other. 


13. The Kesari is happy to notice that in reply to an application by 

a Government servant in the Madras Presidency for . 

Government servants in being allowed to attend the Congress sessions as a 

| emcee cl Bogie hog visitor, the Madras Government has given its decision 

 Pigaet (127), 27th Dec. in favour of the applicant. The paper adds that 

| | though there have been several instances of Collectors, 

Judges and other big Government officials having been present at the previous 

Congress meetings, such a resolution was absolutely necessary for dispelling 

any apprehensions raised by the wayward conduct of the Berar authorities, who 

had issued strict orders last year prohibiting Government servants from attending 

the Congress sittings and the students of the Government schools from being of 
any use in the reception of guests. 


14, The supplement circulated by the Champion of the 25th December 
contains correspondence between Sardar Balasaheb 
Remarks on the correspon- Natu and the Bombay Government. A perusal of 


dence of Balasaheb Natu : ll ow , . i 
elt the Menkes Govan. this pamphlet will give the reader a clear idea of the 


pane amount of patience and prudence whicn Sardar Natu 
‘Poona Vaibhav (150), 29th has exhibited on this critical occasion. It will also 
Dec. show how rash and impatient Government have been 


in their dealings with the Natu brothers. The 

pamphlet also makes it clear that though some European officials are arrogant, 

there are to be found several others whose attitude towards the prisoners has been 

extremely kind and sympathetic. In our opinion, if the whole correspondence 

falls into the hands of the people of England, they will immediately set about 
remedying the present state of affairs. ) : 


15. Ifsome Sindis go to Madras to attend the Congress, as we hope they 
| will, we shall ask them to lay before that assembly 
_Alleged defective constitu. the crying grievance of their province, namely, the 
tion of the Sadar Court for defective constitution of the Sadar Court. It is true 
pool pews rere Madame ee grievance is of a ‘special and local character, 
_ Prabha’t (41), 17th Dec, but when it is remembered that no less than twenty- 
_ Eng. cols. four lakhs of people are affected by it, we think it 
may well claim the attention of the Congress. The 

Sadar Court, the highest tribunal of both criminal and civil justice, 1s presided 
over by a single Judge. It requires no stretch of imagination to understand 
how Sind must be faring in the matter of judicial administration under such 
an arrangement as this, which leaves final decisions to the judgment of one 
erson, unaided by any colleague. People are not able to get anything like 
justice, . We must not be understood to cast reflection on any individual officer 
- who has been the. Judge of the Sadar Court here. We dare say that those ap- 
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inted to preside over this tribunal have, according to their lights, tried their 
best to do justice. But our contention is that so logg as one man presides over 
the last court of appeal, reference and supervision, justice is impossible. The 
people of Sind have not been sleeping over this grievance. When a Viceroy or 
a Governor has visited this province, he has been invariably approached with 
a prayer to raise the status and improve the condition of the Sadar Court, but 
we are sorry nothing has come out of it. The Sind Conference which met at 
Karachi also passed a resolution praying for a reform in the judicial adminis- 
tration of Sind, but its prayer has remained unfulfilled. 


16. On the whole the sub-committees of the City Improvement Trust seem 
| to have entered fairly well on their respective work, 
+ fag prey Cit. wr f y roevol though the composition of one of them, we mean that 
y of Bombay : 
Improvement Trust and its Which has reference to the improvements themselves, 
sub-committees and the ex- is somewhat incomplete. Only two of the representa- 
clusion of press reporters tives of the rate-payersare placed on that committee 
from their meetings. when considering the gravity of the matters to be 
Champion (2), 25th Dec. : n 
| deliberated upon all the four representatives of the 
Bombay Corporation ought to have been there. But the fact is that the 
selection of the members belonging to the four different committees has 
been more or less of an arbitrary character. Members should have been 
first asked on what committees they would serve, That is the first prin- 
ciple to be observed. After ascertaining from the persons who are willing to 
serve them, their names should have been formally brought forward, Instead 
of this, the Chairman placed before the Board at its first sitting a cut-and-dry 
list, selected according to his own ideas of the fitness of things, irrespective of 
the wishes of individual Trustees. As a matter of fact, we do not think that the 
Chairman has under the Act any such arbitrary powers as he appears to claim 
in this particular matter. To put members on a certain committee on which 
they do not wish to serve, and to refuse to put them on others upon which they 
are willing to serve, isa most extraordinary procedure. But apart from this, 
which, after all, is of secondary importance, the two meetings of the Trustees 
have made it clear that the Chairman is anxious to wield unusual powers, which 
to us seem dangerous to the future well-being of Bombay. The composition 
of the Trustees, as we said at the very beginning, is of a character which for. 
bids any kind of curb or brake upon a Chairman who may be resolved to 


act arbitrarily and to set at defiance the whole body or at least a part of it. 


The evils of a preponderating majority of officials at such a Board are 
already manifest. Practically the Chairman is backed by a majority of 
eight against five; it may be even a majority of ten against three. Moreover, 
even assuming that on some rare occasion the Trustees are equally divided, the 
Chairman will still have his casting vote, Under these circumstances it will be 
seen that the rate-payers will always be in a minority, and yet their interests are 
the largest. ‘They have the greatest stake in the city. What interest of a per- 
manent character have the official members and the nominees of Government ? 
Absolutely none. In the statement of objects and re sons it was said that the Trust 
would be carried out in the interest of the gener | body of the rate-paying 
citizens. We ask any reasonable man whether it is likely that the interests of 
the rate-paying citizens will be safeguarded, when those at the Board represent- 
ing those interests are powerless. It comes to this, that the Bombay City 
Trust will not be for the benefit of the people, and will not be managed by the 


‘chosen of the people. They say itis an extension of local self-government. 


We should ask those who say so, What is the broad principle which under- 
lies local self-government ? Management of the people’s affairs of their own 
sity or town by themselves. Here in Bombay there is nothing of the kind. 
The Trust will be managed by a powerful clique of aliens whose interests are 
in no way permanent and in many respects diametrically in conflict with those 
of the people. Everything for the people by these officials, and nothing by the 
people themselves: that is the principle on which our City Trust is built up. It 
is therefore opposed to all sound principles regulating local self-government. 
Whatis there to prevent an arbitrary Chairman of the City Trust defying the 
members, plunging into extravagance and incurring heavy liabilities? Where 
are the safeguards, and where is the guarantee that the interests of the zate- 
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payers will be carefully watched and husbanded? That extravagance has taken 
place at the very outset in the management of the Trust cannot be denied. 
The “ arrangement” for the employment of the Chief Engineer was, of course, 
passed, but, thanks to the resistance offered by the rate-payers’ representatives, 
the “ arrangement” for the employment of the Assistant Engineer for three 
years was negatived. It is, indeed, a matter for regret that instead of adopting 
the wise principle of public competition, an arrangement was made which has 
aroused public suspicion. But if such arrangements are to be the ordinary 
practice with the majority of the Trustees in the matter of higher appointments, 
then the sooner the Act is repealed and the State takes upon itself the task of 
the city improvement the better. So long as this Trust is a public Trust, 
we shall stoutly protest against that which savours of previous arrangement. 
It is, however, a matter of some consolation that the work of the improve- 
ment of streets has been taken in hand in right earnest, There is undoubtedly 
need of thorough ventilation from west to east. A reference to the environ- 
ments of Bombay will show the reader at once that whereas through roads 
from south to north are more extensive and abundant, there is a lament- 
able lack of equally through roads from west to east. Before we dismiss 
this subject we should like to refer to the attempted (for it was not effectual) 
exclusion of the press from its meetings. The exclusion of the press is a 
very serious matter, indeed, and this question must be fought out to the 
end. Thanks to the fearlessness of the Advocate of India, we have had, and 
we hope we shall continue fo have, an accurate summary of the proceedings 
of the Trust meetings, But it isnot dignified that the Chairman of an important 


. body should declare that the reports of the meetings are not to be published when 


all Bombay is reading admirable reports of these very meetings and laughing at his 
discomfiture. Such a state of things will have but one result; the Trustees will 
be covered with ridicule, and that would be fatal. We are, of course, conver- 
sant with the motives of the Chairman in wishing that the meetings should be 
held in secret ; and the motives, no doubt, are reasonable. The Trust may 


have many delicate tasks to perform, and it may not be wise to prematurely 


disclose some of the schemes which are to be brought about. We admit the 
force of this. But why not trust the editors of the Bombay papers? They are 
gentlemen, they understand the position, and will not abuse the confidence re- 


posed in them, If it should be found that they are lacking in discretion, then, — 


and not till then, should press reporters be excluded from the meeting room of 
the Trust, In this connection, we would appeal to Mr. Hughes and his colleagues 
not to attempt the impossible. Admit tie reporters and trust to their dis- 
cretion, for, after all, they will get in somehow, and reporters who get in 
“somehow ”’ are not so discreet as those who enter by the ordinary door. - 


17. Referring to the exclusion of the press reporters from the meetings 
te dia a of the Bombay Improvement Trust, the Native 

— atiee Optaton (92), Bt Opinion writes :—The reasons alleged by the Chair- 
man of the Trust for excluding the reporters of news- 
apers from its meetings are quite unsatisfactory. It is an unwritten law 
of the English constitution that the business of public bodies should be 
transacted with open doors. The Bombay Municipal Corporation never object 
to the presence of press reporters at their meetings, although no special refer- 
ence is made to them in the Municipal Act. It is extremely strange that the 
Chairman of the Trust should be so persistent, especially when it is known that 
the Corporation has on several occasions benefited by the remarks appearing in 
the newspapers. We learn that the other members of the Trust have never 
been consulted in this affair. It will therefore be better if the Chairman will 
quote the section of the Improvement Trust Act on the basis of which he took 
this step. As for his contention that in England the business of such bodies is 
transacted with closed doors, we think it would have been better if he had 


given some two or three instances in point. It is not, therefore, advisable that 


the Chairman should give ground for any misunderstanding in regard to a body 
which is to spend lakhs after lakhs of public money and in the transaction of 
which the public is very keenly interested. 
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18. The Honourable Mr, Hughes, Chairman of the City Improvement 
ar Trust, owes the general ,public an explanation as 
= of - my “cs regards the proceedings of the meetings of the Trust 
and the peltiesdlon in certain being allowed to be published in one or two news- 
newspapers of their proceed- papers only in preference to the other English and 
ings which are conducted in (Gujarati dailies. A detailed report of the proceedings 
ro de fiir (81), 25th Of the first meeting of the Trust appeared in the 
ng i AR columns of the Advocate of India, though the repre- 

sentatives of the press were not allowed to report the 
proceedings. At the second meeting, which took place on Tuesday last, the 
eee of the press were asked to retire,and yet a paragraph as to 
what transpired at the meeting appeared in the Bombay Samdchdr of the 


following morning, a detailed account of the proceedings appearing in the 


- Advocate of India published that evening. It appears strange and paradoxical, 


but it is, however, a fact, that in the issue of the Advocate in which the detailed 
account appears, there isa report of an interview the representative of the 
Advocate had with Mr. Hughes, in the course of which the latter refused to 
allow the former to report the proceedings, observing that the transactions in 
connection with the Trust were generally of a confidential nature, and he was 


only following the example of the English corporations of a similar character. 
‘No reasonable man can dispute the decision given by Mr. Hughes, tho chief 


responsible officer of the Trust, who must, however, be held answerable for the 
deliberations conducted in camera of the Trust finding their way into one or 
two newspapers to the exclusion of others. The account must either have been 
ly to the paper by some one officially connected with the Trust, or it must 

ve been furnished by one or more of the members of that body. If it was the 
work of some official, it is certainly not very difficult for Mr. Hughes to find him 
out, lay his hands on that man, and show him the door of his office, not 


-to say anything about a police prosecution, But we admit that it would be 


rather a difficult thing to trace the report to members who may be so un- 
scrupulous as to communicate to the press the business transacted in camera 
without the knowledge or consent, and behind the back, of the Chairman. It 
is, in the first place, hard to believe that gentlemen of the position and 


-intelligence of the members of the Trust would ever condescend to do such 


a thing. But evenif the charge were brought home to any member, the 
question arises if either Mr. Hughes in his capacity as Chairman or all the 
members put together have a right under the Act to prevent such an erring 
member from making public deliberations whieh are for good and weighty 


_ reasons conducted in private, Since writing the above, we had an opportunity 


of speaking to some of the members of the Trust on the subject, and we were 
surprised to learn from them that they suspected one of their own colleagues 
to have written the reports for the Advocate. We were assured that they dis- 
approved of the whole thing, and that so far as they were concerned, they did 
not consider it proper to disclose any paf't of the proceedings of the meeting 
which was held in private. One of them emphatically stated that the argument 


which was credited to him in the report in question was as misleading as 


it was incorrect, and that if he was the Chairman, he should certainly take 


notice of the member who supplied such reports to the press. The members 


further stated that they could not individually or collectively take notice 
of such conduct of their colleague, but that the matter entirely lay in the 
hands of the Chairman of the Trust. We are also of opinion that it is for 
the Chairman to find out the defiant member, and in consultation with his 
colleagues to adopt such stringent measures, if need be, as to effectually stop 
such a highly objectionable practice. | 


- 19, Pity the sorrows of the poor Englishman, wandering up and down 
this great city, the first in British India and the second 

Question of providing bet- in all Her Majesty’s dominions, in search of a palace 
ter house accommodation for on no rent or a most ridiculous rent, where forgetting 


| the City: Emp feces * = his own extremely modest mode of living in the 


Kaiser-e-Hind (18), 25th paternal cottage in his own native parish, in some 
Dec., Eng. cols. obscure-corner of old England, he would love to parody 
| the West End aristocrat, and live in all the ease, the 
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cémfort and the luxury of the grand Nabob of the olden days of the golden 
pigoda-tree. Life is not worth living in this so-called land of expatriation with- 
out the accommodation and without all the pomp and circumstance which even 
the West End aristocrat might be tempted to characterise as pure Anglo-Indian — 
siiobbishness. Pity, we therefore repeat, the sorrows of the poor Englishman, 
the poor civilian earning his fat salary of Rs, 2,000 and upwards, the paid partner 
(for, alas, now-a-days the princely partners are rare as the dodo) of the firm 
with his fixed salary and allowance, the jolly bank-manager with his free house 
and extras, the fat lawyer who fattens on the oysters provided by his litigants 
and earns his 6,000 to 10,000 a month with the utmost ease, the merchants’ 
assistant, the civil engineer, and the rest of the miscellaneous tribe, not forgetting 
the book-seller and the shoe-maker—this motley crowd of’Englishmen, with their 
wives, daughters and remote cousins, all busily employed in search of gold! 
All these well-to-do “gents ’’ must live in a style befitting their dignity, what- 
ever it be, in the land of the sun of which they form the governing caste. 
This is no imaginary statement. It has been actually propounded in the 
columns of the local leading organ of public opinion of our White Indian Brah- 
mins, In its issue of Friday last the Times of India actually recommends such 
a course to the authorities. It appeals to these to look after the domestic con- 
venience of the European population, who cannot afford to live in tenements 
and flats in an eastern city as they do in their own houses in the West, and who 
must therefore be provided exclusive land and exclusive accommodation. Our 
contemporary thinks it “‘a matter of astonishment that the authorities have 
always regarded it as a matter of indifference whether the European in Bombay 
lived in health or not.”” The European life is too precious and too tender to be 
taken care of. Is it conveniently forgotten that the European is an “ inter- 
loper,”’ after all, in this country ? Nobody invites him to take his permanent 
abode here. He comes for his own benefit. Hecomes because India pays. 
He comes because he can exploit India with or without the aid of Government. 
Accordingly he has gota notion into his head that, being in India, he isa 
favoured personage. And the most favoured nation clause, so familiar to the 
mercantile classes, should be also introduced into the social and domestic 
economy of the European! He must be provided by Government not only 
with the fat berths and the fatter furlough allowances, exchange compensation 
allowances and pensions, but also with the cream of cream sites, where 
“spacious”? houses, ‘ with a reasonable amount of garden area,” must be 
provided where he and his family can luxuriate. All this is very funny and 
very amusing, and the article in question needs the pen of a Thackeray to 
describe the snobbishness of the Anglo-Indian of these degenerate and demo- 
ralised times. Everything for the White Brahmin at the expense of the 
children of the soil—that is the prevailing shibboleth. Butit may be veason- 
ably asked whether the authorities are going to respond to this selfish and 
interested call of the Times of India on behalf of the coterie of the Anglo- 
Indian snobs whose voice it is so absurdly echoing. An article of such 
a character appearing in the columns of its namesake in London would 
smother its writer with ridicule. It is indeed very extraordinary how the 
Englishman becomes so un-English the moment he puts his foot on the 
soil of India. He forgets that he ever was born an Englishman. From a 
free man he willingly. becomes a slave by becoming the humble and obedient 
servant of the Government, specially the civilian. In his own free atmosphere 
he fights for local self-government, here he denounces it 3 oF if he fights for 
it, he does so from purely selfish and interested motives. He poses as 
the great sanitary benefactor and thinks the Indian incorrigible and could 
never be improved. Aye, the inward wish is that if he could he would rather 
improve him off the face of his own native country, altogether as the Rhode- 
sians and other bastard Imperialists of the day are trying to do in South 
and Central Africa. These are the people who are now raising an agitation, 
though not for the first time, to have exclusive land to build houses on 
exclusively for themselves! Is this a fair and honest request to make? Is 
the Government bound to.doso? ‘To-morrow the Muhammadans may claim 
the same exclusive privilege, and the day after the Hindus may repeat 
the request. Is it the duty of Government to comply with these sectional 
requests? Is the Government of the country solely intended for the benefit 
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of Europeans? If not, by what reasoning can the Government be asked to 
comply with the request made by the handful of snobbish European agitators 
to have exclusive land and houses for themselves in the best sites? The City 
~ ‘Tyust is invoked. It is to be hoped that the City Trustees will do nothing of 
the kind, though it is chiefly composed of the White Brahmins of the 
governing caste. The Trust has been created for the benefit of the whole of the 
city and not for a class; and it would be a great scandal if ever the Trustees 
listened to the selfish cry now raised by the agitators. Weare aware that 
the Trust is empowered under the Act to reclaim land from the sea. We 
have in these columns strongly disapproved from the very beginning this 
scheme of reclamation. It is not wanted at present and we do not much believe 
in its ultimate success. But there is undoubtedly an impression in the minds 
of the Native community at large that the reclamation scheme is to be 
taken quickly in hand and that its principal object is to make the reclaimed 
land available for new quarters for the heaven-born European who comes to ex- 
ploit India. ‘The fear is expressed that, constituted as the City Trustis, with an 
official majority, such a project will at no distant day become a stern reality, If 
such be the fear and such the popular impression, the sooner the counter-cry is 
raised the better. There cannot be anything like an exclusive monopoly and 
privilege for the European, and both the Government and the City Trust 
would be guilty of breach of faith with the public at large if it did aught to 
recognise the wished-for monopoly—a monvupoly unjust, inequitable and 
utterly subversive of the broad principles of government which prescribes no 
special privileges and monopolies for the governing caste. It would not only be 
the height of folly, but a grave public scandal to introduce racial distinction even 
in matters of domestic and social economy. 


20. The happy recipient of the first civic honour for Bombay for the -_ 
: official year in succession to Mr. Adamji Pirbhai is Mr. 
ui da pe" mm the Agent of the G. I, P. Raflway Company. 
Bombay. We doubt whether Mr. Barnett is known to the public 
Gujarat Mitra (14), 25th of the city otherwise than as an official of high position 
ey ORG. on the staff of the G I. P. Railway. If the shrievalty 
were considered a prize for exceptionally useful service which Government 
can bestow on persons of deservedly high reputation as a sort of recompense, the 
present nomination, we believe, lacks much to commend it to the people. We 
hope, however, Mr. Barnett will try to deserve the choice and identify himself 
with the public in their civic affairs. 
21. From the llth to 20th there has been no case of plague in 
Kardchi. The ten days fixed by the Venice Conven- 
Request to Government to tion as the incubation period of the disease are there- | 
pag sc ong Karachi fore over. We expect Government to make haste 

"Pheenix (3) wolat Pee now and declare Karachi free of plague. The epide- - 

mic has burnt itself out and .there can no more be 
any danger in declaring the fact officially. The plague has a somewhat long 
run this time and the people are anxious to be <id of it as soon as they can 
The plague officials may not like the proposal, but i. is certainly the right thing 
to do, now that for ten days together we have had a clean bill of health to show. 
We invite the attention of Government to the matter. 


- 22. The Rastk Ranjani complains that the virulence of plague, both in | 
the town and in the camp outside Gadag, has com- 
pelled the inhabitants to resort to inoculation in 
large numbers, but that the work being done by 


Suggestion to the antho- 
rities to appoint another 
doctor for inoculation work 


at Gadag (Dharwar). one lady doctor alone, she: finds it very hard to cope 
Rasik Ranjani (93), 22nd with the rush, and the paper therefore suggests that the 

Dec, appointment of another doctor should be made for this 
: - purpose, : } 


23, The High Court has confirmed the sentences passed by the Sessions 

: Judge of Ahmednagar on the Chief and the Head 
Bebe pg of cases Constables of J germs oni whom he found guilty 
deg 4) ony, Of voluntarily causing hurt for the purpose of extort- 
jae manmtaior-{6), Sth ing information. ‘The case is one of those instances 
| _.. Of police torture which never come to light unless and 
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until the poor victim is actually dead. In the course of the last two years 
several cases of this description have come before the courts of law in different: 
parts of the country, and in some instances severe strictures have been passed 
upon the brutal cruelty of the accused. But this method of extorting informa- 
tion at the police thanas is so widespread and common in India that it has 
obtained quite the sanction of usage and we see scarcely any effort being made 
to put a stop to it. ¢ 


24. Wedonot know where so many Kabulis have flocked from and for 
what purpose they have come here, Most of these 
Annovance from Kabulis are here without any ostensible means of livelihood, 
” 7 he | acy, Some few are employed as watchmen, but these 
raja Bandhs (20), 25th ‘ ‘wes ° 
Dec, Lng. cols. wild bwdmashes are mostly requisitioned to assist at 
breaches of the peace. If two neighbours have a quarrel 
one brings in Kabulis. If there is a dispute about some land, the presence of 
Kobulis is certain, If there is a dispute about a right, or even a fancied right, 
there must be Kabulis to support it. In this fashion these wild people have 
been a source of great danger to public peace and a standing menace to the 
citizens. Itisone thing to pick up a quarrel with a man capable of understand- 
ing things, but the case is quite different when there are such ignorant and 
mischievous people like the Kabulis. Our criminal courts and the police are 
not unfamiliar with the doings of these people, bui it is a pity that the law is not 
strong enough to pack them off. We would suggest it to the authorities to 
take security from these people for keeping the peace and the presence of any 
number of Kabulis at one place should be construed as threatening a breach of 
the peace. 


Legislation. 


25. The Honourable Mr, Khare is to be congratulated upon having at 
last succeeded in putting the legislative machine into 
Remarks on the Bombay motion as regards the long-standing grievances of the 
_ Khoti Act Amendment Bills. Tiewead Thoin ‘bul k with : 
Mahra'tta (7), 25th Dec. evga ots, but we are sorry we cannot with equal 
pleasure congratulate the Khots themselves or the 
Government upon the new measure that is now brought forward on behalf of 
Government. We cannot at this moment go into the merits of the two Bills: 
but we cannot help entering our strong protest here against the manner in 
which the Gevernment Bill is framed. Though ostensibly designed to remove 
certain anomalies and remedy existing grievances, the Bill practically opens up 
many of the questions already settled by custom and even by legislation. The 
Khoti question of Ratnagiri was one of the most difficult problems which the Gov- 
ernment of Bombay had to solve in the past, and it was after a long controversy 
anda severely contested litigation that the disputes between the Government and 
the Khots were settled by mutual agreement. ‘The Khoti Act was, in fact, the 
result of a compromise between the two parties, viz., the Government and the 
Khots, and many of the suits filed in the Courts were subsequently withdrawn 
on that understanding. Some of the provisions of the new Bill are, we fear, 
in conflict with the rights of the Khots as understood to have been settled by- 
that compromise, and if the Bill asitis be passed into law, Government would be 
guilty not only of overriding existing rights, but committing a distinct act of 
breach of faith. Nor are the proposed changes likely to benefit the tenants, 
and the only probable effect of it seems to be to compel the Khots to relinquish 
their rights either to-day or some years hence. ‘The Khots as well asthe rayats 
of Ratndgiri ought therefore to be up in time and place their objections to 
the amendments before Government as soon as possible. There is, if we mistake 
not, an Association of Ratnagiri Khots, and it is, we think, high time for it to 
begin to do its duty now. It seems quite strange to us that a Bill-involving | 
such radical changes should be thrust upon the public suddenly and without 
any premonitory indications. Now that the Bill has come before the public, 
we hope Government will not hurry it up, but give the people, whose time. 
honoured rights are affected, full opportunity to place their case before Gov- 
ernment, | | ae | 
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Rdboation. \ 


fe » 26. A student of the Bijdpur High School named Hanmant Dhondo 
ail sp  .. .. Patki gives the Head Master of the High School, 
g A notice served upon the Mr, Bhaskar Yashvant Jathar, notice to the following 
Hood Master of the “leper effect :—I have been a student of the Bijépur High 
gh School by a student - g. : 
dismissed for breach of dis. School for the last six years. I donot know why 
cipline, - ee I was driven out of the school on the 20th October 
Kesart (127), 27th Dec. 1898, and why you were pleased to write ‘ Dismissed 
oe from school for disobedience to rules of discipline’ 
in the remarks column of my leaving certificate, although during the period I 
was attending the High School I was never unseemly in my behaviour or had 
ver broken a single rule of discipline. IfI receive no explanation of the 
y ral within one month from this notice, I shall have to file a suit ina Civil 
Court for being unjustly dismissed from the school. 


Municipalities. 


27. A correspondent of the Hdst Goftdr writes:—The people of 

Ahmedabad seem opposed to the recommenda- 

‘Observations in connection tion made by the Collector, Mr. Gibb, to Govern- 

Dig the vacancies causedin went about the nomination of Mr. Lambert, the 
e Ahmedabad Municipal . , oe cg 

Corporation. | Police Superintendent, as a municipal commissioner, 

Rast Gofta'r (21), 25th Dec. Owing to the difference of opinion which so largely | 


prevails between the Municipality and the police 


: regarding certain items of expenditure, and also owing to the conduct of that 
officer in employing a couple of Eurasians for inspecting carriages and in 
— trying to saddle the municipality with a portion of the cost. Then again as 
ae ‘R&éo Bahadur Mansukhram, the City Police Inspector, is already on the corpo- 
fi : ration it is not right to have two police officers:there, It will be well both for 
ix the Government and the people if Sheth Lalbhai Dalpatbhai or Réo Saheb 
i Vrajray Vakil be nominated instead of the Police Superintendent in filling 
ES the two vacancies in the corporation. 


4 Native States. 


- 


28. A correspondent of the Kdthidwddno Himdyatz, in the course of an ac- 

| | count of his tour in K4thiawar, observes :—It is widely 
Request to Government to reported that some sort of mismanagement prevails in 
oa an ie the Political Department and in several Native States 
— of Kéthiawér, and that no enquiry is made.as regards 
Keathiawadno  Himayatt corrupt practices of European officers whereas prompt 
(68), 25th Dec. notice is taken of any complaint of corruption against 
Native officers. It is highly desirable that Government 

should under the circumstances depute the Honourable Sir Charles Ollivant to 
enquire into the whole administration of Kathia4war. The State of Jundgad is 
in a peculiarly bad plight. The Nawab is merely a puppet in the hands of 
Vazir Bawdinbhai and Mr. Purshotamrai Zala, and great injustice and high- 
handedness prevail in the State. If Government were to.make due enquiries 
about the private conduct of Vazir Bawdinbhai they will come to know 


his character. 


29, A large number of English and vernacular newspapers are published 
is it wes _ in Native States and are not therefore amenable to 
i cae it, ‘British laws. Safe in their retreat they can inundate 
Gidbarga Sama‘eha'r wews. British territory with the deadliest poison of sedition. 

published at Gulbarga How to stop this importation? To enact any special 


3 _ Inithe Hyderabad Staten . law for the purpose would be very inconvenient. 
. ._Mahra'tia (7), 25th Dece = He British Resident of Hyderabad, however; has 


. solved the difficulty recently in a very courageous manner, and, what is more, he 
aa lis succeeded, - He has succeeded in actually silencing a formidable Native 
ok: organ for.a time. “We shall tell the story as we have learnt it, without, however, 
absolutely vouching for every fact. The Gulbarga Samdchdr is a small 
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Urdu-Maréthi paper published at Gulbarga in the Nizam’s Dominions, - It is 
a small vernacular print of local circulation, containing general’ news and « 


few editorials, mostly on local matters,: both in the Urdu: and tlhe Marathi .. 


languages. It was started six years ago by the permission of the Nizam’s 
Government and continued to do useful service without unduly provoking 
the wrath of local officials, although it often fearlessly exposed their vagaries. 
But, as fate would have it, it committed a fatal slip in May last and is now 
paying for it. Its issue of the 26th May 1898 contained an article enumerating 
several recent instances of Europeans who being charged with murdering or 
assaulting Natives were acquitted or lightly punished by Courts of justice, 

The article also commented upon the apparent failure of justice in those 
cases in a style which was, on the whole, far less strong than that of 
writings on the same subject appearing at that time in English and verna- 
cular papers in British India in consequence of the Barrackpur tragedy. But 
while the latter were passed over unnoticed, the little Gulbarga Samdchdr seems 
to have roused the ire of the then officiating Resident, Mr. C. E. G. Crawford, 
a member of the Civil Service and the son of a well-known Bombay Civilian. 
Mr. Crawford thought that the article was calculated to rouse ill-feeling against the 
British Government. It appears that Mr. Crawford wrote to the Diwan Nabob 
Sir Vikar Ul-Umrao Bahadur to punish the paper and had soon the satis- 

faction of seeing his suggestion, or rather mandate, obeyed by the Diwan, The 
latter immediately sent an order to the Talukdar of Gulbarga to ask for an 
explanation from the editor of the paper and forward it to him within a week. 
The editor was called before the Talukdar and: examined. He admitted the 
writing, but repudiated any intention of creating ill-feeling against British 
Government. The upshot was that an order was issued from the Diwan’s office 
directing the Talukdar to stop the paper for six months on the ground that it 
published an article likely to rouse ill-feeling between the Government and 
the subjects and also to create discontent within the dominions of the British and 
the Nizam. So the paper was suspended for six months and the proprietor had 
to write to all his constituents to excuse its non-appearance for that period. 
Newspapers published in Native States need not now be under the erroneous 
belief that they are not liable to British laws. Mr, Crawford has success- 
fully proved that notonly are they so liable, but that that liability can be 
brought home to them by Russian methods, Our contemporaries in Native 


States ought to take a warning. ‘Let there be some squeezable officials in the 


State and any of our contemporary is liable to be suspended or stopped for ever. 
Our only hope is that the story, as we have given it above, is false. 


30. The Kolhdpur atmosphere seems to be surcharged with rumours new 
7 and newer as the day passes on, so far as the future 
Rumour about Principal relations of Principal Candy with the Kolhépur Edu- 


Candy being ordered to leave ° 7 
Kolhapur College and city cational Department are concerned. People are obsti 


a nate and persistent in saying that Principal Candy 
Samarth (34), 28th Dec., has been ordered to leave Kolhdpur College and city 
Eng. cols. : alike, and would be granted leave on full pay for any 


indefinite period on condition that he does not again 


‘set his foot here. If this be true, we shall have no hesitation in declaring that a 


mistake has been committed; though we would pause before we name the 
quarter from which the mistake emanates. His Highness can possibly have 
no personal interest in the matter, and has sufficient acquaintance with the 
possibilities of this prime kingdom in India to regard the affair as an unmixed 
blessing. The Council also is not expected to be severe to Mr. Candy, forit is no 
small honour to him that the highest functionary in the Judicial Depart- 
ment—himself a Councillor—is the Principal’s student. We are quite aware 
of the fact that the Mahdrija is strict in maintaining the rights, prestige and 
stability of those who serve under him. Amongst the latter Mr. Candy is 


’ the most important and influential, if not the greatest in power. He is an 


officer lent by the British Government, They can of coursé make provision for. 


their own man, but they can also ask the Darbar to state their reasons for this 
discourteous treatment of an important officer. We tromble,with fear at the very 
thought. Not that the question brings our authorities into any false position, 


but it leaves our prestige in a sorry plight. The State was hitherto under 
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a long minority of sixty years and it was only recently Mvoured with the 
Almighty’s blessing of a strong personal ruler, whose acts of wisdom and justice 

ht to give complete security to all those who have served under him. In 
certain Native States were heard stories of officiais of trust and position being 
summarily remanded to oblivion or infamy. It was Kolhapur alone which 
rided itself on giving greater stability. to its servants than even the British 
Sovernchent could. If Mr. Candy be mercilessly told to go out bag and baggage 
when a few years hence he could himself have supplicated for the same, where 
lies the stability-of others of lesser note? It must be great humiliation indeed, 
and we are afraid that the matter would be discussed in circles far high and 
higher. We earnestly hope and pray that responsible officers from whom this 
order emanated will seriously consider their own position before allowing them- 
selves to be under the puppet strings of some actor behind. 


Intelligence extracted from the Press. 


81. The death of the Maharaja of Durbhanga isa serious loss to the 
public life of the country. The cultured scion of an 

Death of the Maharaja of ancient family, the deceased was foremost amongst the 
mr sctator (4), 25th few that have used the advantages conferred on them 
oon "by the permanent settlement without hardship to 
their tenants and with credit to themselves. In- 


dependent and courageous, the late Maharaja yet managed to keep well with 


the Government as well as with his own countrymen, and the Viceregal message 
of regret at his untimely death (he was only 42) cannot be surpassed in its 


sincerity of sorrow by the grand resolution and the eloquent speeches which 
will invite next week the attention of the Congress, to which he has been, as 


given out by a contemporary, contributing ten thousand rupees every year. 
The late Maharaja was one of the few links between the Government and 
the advanced politicians, and his advice and his influence had a reassuring effect 
on the one and a moderating effect on the other. 


32. While going to post the paper, we received the following telegram 

from Raichur :—Tilak left Poona by Raichur mail 

Reception accorded'to Mr. accompanied by Poona delegates amidst good wishes of 

Tilak on bis way from Poona friends, During night his friends took care that he 
to Madras. o 4. 

Prekshak (33), 26th Dec., Was not disturbed, but after daybreak at Sholdpur, 

Eng. cols. Karabgaon, Gulbarga, Shahabad, Wadi, Raichur, he 

was received, garlanded along with other delegates by 

his admirers and friends, Shouts of 'lilak-ki-Jaya were heard at Shahabad. 

Much enthusiasm prevailed. Justice Ranade travelled by the same train for 

Social Conference. 


33. Information has been received of a daring dacoity committed on the 
: | night of the 13th instant in the village of Tando 
Daring dacoity committed Hafizshah near Jerruck in the ‘atta Taluka, when 


He ag Pe the Tatta about ten armed dacoit:. after looting the houses of 
Sind Times (11), 22nd three Banias named U«.rno, Moti and Gehi, carried . 
Dec. 3 away property valued at about Rs. 10,000. Our con- 


temporary of the Sind Sudhdr, in its issue of the 17th 
instant, gives full details of the dacoity, which are of a sensational character, 
It appears that the Banias mentioned above had not as yet dined, but were 
seated round a fire, when the dacoits, ten in number, went shouting first to 
Uderno’s house and demanded from him all the property he possessed. The 
Bania, finding the dacoits dressed like policemen, was much confused and offered 
some resistance, but being roughly handled and wounded and finding his 
life in danger gave up his keys, when it was easy for the gang to secure all _ 
the property in the house. They then proceeded to Moti Mukhi’s house 
and after burning all his account books and valuable documents meted out 
‘similar treatment to him. Not satisfied with this, they next directed their 


attention to the house of the third Bania named Gehi, who was treated in the 
same manner es the other two Banias. 1¢ is stated that there was nota single - 
: policeman present in the village or in the neighbouring villages and the 
~ watchmian of the village was also injured. The *fficer in charge of the police 
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station at Jerruck, accompanied by a few policemen, went to the village to 


investigate the crime on a report being made to him by one Sami, a resident 
of the village. The Mukhtiarkar of Tatia has also proceeded thither. The 
dacoits, it is stated, have crossed over to the other side of the river in a boat 
from the Kari Kuhi ferry, their footprints being clearly visible. Mr. McIver, 
the District Superintendent of Police, was also informed of the dacoity by 
a telegram, and we learn that he also has proceeded to the village to investigate 
the case personally; leaving his establishment at Sehwan. 


84. The Vrittasdr states that a certain woman from Peth Machi, who 
had been brought to the police station by the Satara 
Alleged ill-treatment of a Chief Constable for certain police investigation, was 
be the GA hag 7 ation severely beaten there and is now under medical treat- 
Y rittasdr (171), 26 ment at the hospital. Her statement is said to have 
Vrittasdy (171), 26th Dec. : | 
been recorded before a Magistrate. 


i. Withs sense elle _ 35, The same paper gives intelligence of a boy 
at Sétdra, said to have caused being seriously ill on account of wounds said to 
injury toa boy while shoot- have been caused by small shots from the gun of 


ay (171), 26th Dee. oat hogy plague officer of the Sdtara Taluka, while 


G. M. SA’THE, 


Reporter on the Native Press. 
Ojjice of the Reporter on the Native Press, 
New Secretariat, Bombay, 4th Tanuary 1899. 
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